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n whatsoever to do anything else than give all the assistance | 


ri a . “the improvement of the bill. 
te 
Mr. GARLAND. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 


of executive business. 


rhe motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
i om ition of exe cutive business. After one hour and thirty-two min- 
a 6 pent in executive session, the doors were reopened, and (at five 
oe Sure oe 1 thirty-two minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 
Be 
ES AT + * mMonrnayr ry oy 
" HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


TUESDAY, January 25, 1831. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the iin, Rev. 

> Harrison, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was 1 
ORDER OF 


Speaker, 


ead and approve 
BUSINESS. 


Mr. I ask by unanimous consent to take 


r. FORNEY. 





EA m the Speaker's table the amendments of the Senate to the Mili- 
a Academy appropri: a bill. The committee recommend con- 
= onrrence, an d the amendments will not consume more than a moment 
be of t 


+ 


from the Committee on 
to dispense wit] 


” ACKBURN. Under 


9 
,l am compelled to move 


Instructions 





iations the morn- 





e EAKE R. That requires a two-thirds vote. 
tion was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof 
MILITARY ACADEMY BILL, 
Mr. FORNEY. I will now ask to be recognized in reference to the 
Military Academy bill. 
fhe SPEAKER. Is there objection ? 
; [There was no objection, and the House took from the Speaker’s 
e le the bill (H. R. No. 6614) making appropri ition for the support of | 
o Mil tary Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for 


r purposes, With amendments. 
FORNEY. The only substantial 
for one theodolite, $300. rT hen the aggregate of the appropri ition in 
the paragraph is increased by that I move the amendments 
of the 1ate be concurred in. 
tic m Was agree ad To. 


e 
l 

Mr 

I 


amount. 


sel 





[he mo 


Mr. FORNEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ts of the Senate were concurred i and also moved that the 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 
i [he latter motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled joint reso- 
tion (H. R. No. 340) in reference to the distribution of the Con- 
GRESSIONAL RecorD ; when the Speaker signed the same. 
INTEREST ON THE DISTRICT LOAN. 


Mr. BLACKBURN. 1 move the ee itself into the Com- 
tee of the Whole Hou se on the state of the Union, to proceed to 
consideration of the Post- Offic e appropriation bili. 





aes COBB. In the matter House bill No. 6970, referred to the 
: Committee on Appropriations, that committee has had it under con- 
Ls sideration, and has directed me to report it back with a substitute. 
4 lask now by unanimous consent that I may be permitted to make | 
: that report, and that the House shall take the matter up for consid- 
= eration at this time. 


SPEAKER. 
16 Clerk read as fo 


} tit] } 3,377 $7) 1 . y he 
7 } if le of The blili wi pe read Dv ft 


lows : 


1 
" 


he 
| 


enc’ Ti 


ill (I. R. No. 6970) to provide for a defic in 
» 3.65 loan of the District of Columbia, for the fi 
ad ter other purposes. 


Mr. COBB. I 


ition for interest 
30, 1881, 


ie approp 
al year ending June: 


t 
s( 


am directed by the Committee on Appropriations to 





Z report that bill back with a substitute (H. R. No. 7029) to provide 
x lor a deficiency in the appropriation for interest on the 3.65 loan of 
Es the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1831, and 
ES lor other purposes, 

B The SPI EAKE R. Is there object ion ? 


There was no objection, and the bill was received, read a first and 

econd time, and referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the a of the Union. 

- COBB. I now move, Mr. Speaker, that the House resolve itself 

to aa Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 


se 


I sikcckee ear 


i: fo ot the consideration of that bill. 
5 the SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Kentucky yield for that 


purpose ? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I know the Dill re ported by the gentleman 
from Indiana from the Committee 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 

nion, provides for the payment of interest on the 3.65 bonds which 
mature on the Ist day of February next. If that bill is not passed 
— alaw between this and the ist day of February the interest on 
not be paid, 





those bonds which the Government has guaranteed will 


XI——58 





unendment of the Senate is | 


on Appropriations, and which was | 
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and they will go to protest. I will yield, believing there is not a 
coma of the “House who will object. 
Mr. COBB. I move, then, the House resolv e itself Into ¢ n tee 
for the consideration of that bill. 
| The motion was agreed to; and accordingly the Hous solved 
| itself into the Committee of the Whol e House on the s f the 
| Union, Mr. CONVERSE in the chair. 
The C HAIR MAN. The bill will be read for inf 
The Clerk read as follows 
That to provid 1 deficiency in t f terest on t 
of the Dist olumbia for t 30, Inkl, there b 
is hereby, riated $162,169.93; or iid out of any one 
in the Treas ot otherwise appropr f ¢ of tl ‘ 
of the Distr ‘olumbia for the sai 
Mr. HUNTON. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. This 
deticiency bill seems to provide for but a single item. Now, is it the 
| intention of the c ommittee to bring in another bill pro ng for 
| deticier icies generally 
| Mr. COBB. It is not the intention to bring in anot! for the 
| payment of interest. 
Mr. HUNTON, No; but for other things 
Mr. BLOUNT. It is simply i nel to cover this one questio 
and the committee were pressed by the Treasury Department that this 


| particular sum was needed at one 


| Mr. HUNTON. Lunderstand that. But the question I put to the 
gentleman in charge of this bill is whether it is the intention of 

| committee to provide for other deficiencies in the futur: 

Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly. 

Mr, HUNTON. Then there will be anc ther defici 

Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly. 

Mr. COBB. The purpose of this bill is very clear. It explains 
| itself. It is to provide for the payment of the interest falling ad 18 Ol 
the 1st day of next month. It is very important, therefore, that th 
| bill should be passed at once. It is a bill which is coneurr ‘ in by 
| the Secretary of the Treasury, and also by the Treasurer, Mr. Gilfillan 


with whom I talked in reference to the matter this morning. Tee! 


nically the law providing for this payment may be considered as being 
a continuing law, but the Department prefers that this special act 
may be passe cd to enable it to continue the payment as heretofore. 

If no gentleman desires to discuss the merits of the bill, I move 
that it be read w sections for debate and amendment under the five 
minute raul 

| There was no objection, and it was ordered accordit 
The bill was read. 
Mr. REAGAN. Mr. 8 veaker, I desire—— 

Mr. HUMPHREY. If thisis for the payment of interest I move 

that the committee rise and report the bill to the House with a favor 


able recommendation. 
| Mr. REAGAN. AsI understand from the reading of th 
| provides that one-half of this interest shall be paid out of the 
ury of the United States. 


Treas. 


| Mr. COBB. Thatisthe law. The general statute provides that a 
| portion of this interest shall be paid by the United States and one 

| half by the District of Columbia. 

Mr. REAGAN. I knew we had a law requiring the Government to 


pay one-half of the expenses of the District of Columbia ; but I did not 
know that it extended to the payment of its debts as well. 
Mr. COBB. Iunderstand that that is the law as at present in force 
Mr. REAGAN. Do Ilunderstand the gentleman that under the 
| creating the government for the District of Columbia provision is 
| made for this payment ? 


law 





Mr. COBB. Yes, sir; that is the law as it now exists. 
| Mr. REAGAN. I never understood that that law, as bad “ 
embraced the payment of interest on the debts of the District of 
Columbia. ; 
Mr. HUNTON. I will say to the gentleman from Texas that for 
| the last three years just such a provision has been made to pay t! 
interest, and und he organic act creating aform of gov nent 
| for the District 
Mr. ( ‘OBB. I desire to > further to the gentleman trom ‘J i 
| what I have already rem arked, that [ think this is: 1 continuing appr 
| priation. Thereseemsto be, however, some doubt about it in the De 
| partment, and therefore it was desirable that a bill should be passed 
Mr. HU NTON. AndI willsay further to the gentleman from Texa 
that the law authorizing the issue of these bonds is in such terms a 
| plac es the Government under the obligation of pay ‘ the entire 
terest 
Mr. HUMPHREY. Inowre new my motion that the committe 
| rise and report the bill back to » House with a favora r 
mendation. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana 
| floor for that purpose ? 
Mr. COBB. I yield for that motion. I make the motion mys 


| I move that the committee rise and report the bill to the Houss 


The motion was agreed to. 


| The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
| the chair, Mr. CONVERSE reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the bill to 
provide for deficiencies in the appropriation for payment of the in- 





terest on the 3.65 bonds of the District of Columbia for the fiscal 





i 


914 


netrnoeted hir 








year ending June ov, 1==1l. and tor otner purposes, had instruct him 
to report the bill back without amendment and recommend its pas- 
The SPEAKER. Lb nestion 18 on he eperossmen and ira 
reading of the bill. } : 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly re and passed. 
Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the the bill was 
’ } i tatiod all Inia on the 
passed ; and aiso movec thi he I 1d on tH 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed t 


LATTLE MONUMENT, SCHUYLERVILLE, NEW YORK. 

Mr. STARIN. Mr. Speaker, Iask unanimous consent that the Com- 

mittee of the Whole be discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 4451) and that the same be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent. The Chair 

will cause the title to be read, after which objection will be asked for. 


The Clerk read as follows: 





A bill (IT. R. No. 4451) to provide for the erection of a monument at 5 yierville, 
New York, commemorative of the batile of Saratoga, and for other purposes. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 





here iS ho Ov) 
ie bill was read atlength. It is as follows: 

Whereas Horatio Seymour and other patriotic gentlemen of the State of New 
York did, in the vear 1259, organize the “ Saratoga Monument Association ‘under | 
a perpetual charter from the Legislature of said State, W hose object was the erec- 
tion of a fitting memorial on the site of Burgoyne’s surrender ; and 

Whereas the sum of $10,000 has already been donated by the citizens of said 
State, with which sum said association has been enabled to purchase two acres of 

} f Fish ¢ k on the high ground overlooking the meadow 
| down their arms at the battle of Saratoga: and 
iation has recently built upon said lot the foundation of the 
te, forty feet square and eight feet deep, as well as a quarter 
or base, (covering the entire foundation.) four and one-half | 
rner st ten feet square and two feet high: Therefore, } 


me 
Senate and TTouse of Repre entatives of the United States of | 
embled, That the sum of $30,000 be, and the same is hereby, 


uppropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be 
x 





: , + ; . : e 
pended by said association, under the direction of its building committee, in 


‘ 
erecting at Schuylerville, Stateof New York, upon said foundation, the monument | 
hereinbefore referred to; the same to be of granite and of the obelisk form; the | 
main shaft to be twenty feet square, and the height one hundred and fifty feet, as 


designed by J. C. Markham, of New York City, and adopted by said association. | 


The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STARIN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

rhe latter motion was agreed to. 

REPORT ON FISH CULTURE. 

Mr. MONROE, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 372) authorizing the Public Printer to print the reports of 
the United States Fish Commissioner upon new discoveries in regard 
to fish culture; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I move that the House now resolve itself into | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of 


further considering the Post-Office appropriation bill. 


INTEROCEANIC SHIP-CANAL. 

Mr. KING. I wish to announce, Mr. Speaker, that on Wednesday, 
the 2d of February, I will call up for consideration in the House the 
joint resolution from the Select Committee on the Interoceanic Ship 
Canal. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Dy unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. SmItn, 
> ° ’ i. ; » 2 7 . . “7 } 
of New Jersey, indefinitely, on account of illness in his family. 
LEAVE TO PRINT. 
y unanimous consent, leave to print remarks upon the interstate- 
nmerce bill was granted to Mr. Tnompson, of Iowa. [See Appen- 


L 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Irenew my motion that the House now resolve | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union to pro- 
ceed with the consideration of the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Che House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. CARLISLE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union for the further consideration of the bill (H. 
R. No. 6972) making eppropriation for the service of the Post-Oftice | 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other 
purposes. The Clerk will report the pending paragraph. 

The Clerk read as follows: _— 

Office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General : 

For inland mail transportation, namely : For transportation on railroad routes, | 

$9, 488,262. 
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Mr. DWIGHT. I desire to offer the amendment which I send tot} 
desk to come in after the paragraph just read. 

The Clerk read as follows . 

Ilereafter the Postmaster-General may pay out of the appropriation for ¢t; 
portation on railroad routes to the personal representative of any employé of the 
railway mail service who may be killed in a railroad accident while on duty. a eo. 
equal to two years’ pay of the grade held by him at the time of his death: for ¢ 
sole benefit of his widow, if there be one, or of his minor children, if there ha o, 
or of his parents, or of the surviving parent, or of any minor brothers and sics, 
equally, or if there be none, to any sister surviving in any degree depend: nt por 
said deceased for support: Provided, That application for such payment be made). 
the pr rsonal representative within one year after the death of such em ploy< 7 P 

ided further, That the benefits of this act shall accrue to the employés burned ¢, 
death while on duty at or near Tioga Centre Station, New York, on the ny a 
January 23, 1881. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I make the point of order upon that amena. 
ment. as 

Mr. DWIGHT. I desire to say a word on the subject of this amena- 
ment if I may be permitted. I hope, Mr. Chairman, there wil] he me 
point of order raised against it, for I believe when it is understood it 
is one which every member of this House will cheerfully agree to. | 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I desire to give notice now, that in order tho: 
we may complete the consideration of this bill to-day I shall ask tha: 
when points of order are raised gentlemen shall confine themselyes 
to the discussion of those points of order, and not speak to the mer. 
its of the amendments themselves. I have made the point of order 
on this amendment. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I take it the House will be willing to hear me for 
a moment. ; 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Provided the gentleman speaks to the point of 
order. I shall commence with insisting on the application of the 
rule now, and shall seek to apply it in everycase. I shall insist that 


ring of 


| when points of order are made gentlemen shall confine themselves jn 
| their remarks to those points of order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York can be heard 
on the point of order, but not on the merits of the amendment, 
except by consent. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I trust there will be unanimous consent when it is 
understood what the purpose of this amendment is. The object of 
this amendment is to make provision that persons who have been 
killed, as four were in my district the other day while in the postal 
service of the Government-——one of those employés having been in 
the service but a few days over a month—— 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I must insist the merits of the amendment are 
not in discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the gentleman from New York 
is merely stating what the nature of his amendment really is. When 
that is stated the question as to the point of order may be better un- 


| derstood. 


Mr. DWIGHT. I take it that this amendment is of a character 
that no one can really object to it. If not strictly within the rule it 
might be considered, and if it obtains unanimous consent might 
become, as it ought to become, a part of the bill. It is well under- 
stood there are no employés under this Government who are harder 
worked, who are more faithful, who are more competent, and who 
better deserve the consideration of Congress and the country than 
the mail agents. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the remarks which the gen- 
tleman from New York is making are not pertinent to the question 
of order. The gentleman from Kentucky insists on the point of 
order. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I hope to be able to get unanimous consent, even 
if the amendment is not strictly within the parliamentary rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands, then, the gentleman 


| from New York is appealing to the gentleman from Kentucky to with- 


draw his point of order. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Icannot. I not only insist upon the point of 
order, but upon the Chair ruling every gentleman down to the dis- 
sussion of the point of order. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I hope that no gentleman upon this floor will more 


re 
ge 


| readily consent than the gentleman from Kentucky that this class 0! 


employés shall have justice done them. ; 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I would rather amend the pension laws. We 
have not yet a half million pensioners on the rolls, and I would rathet 
elaborate the pension laws. I insist on the point of order. 

Mr.DWIGHT. Will the gentleman object to another section being 
added to this bill which shall include the provisions of this amend- 
ment? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. If it is amenable to the point of order I cer- 
tainly shall. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to speak to the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan will proceed. 

Mr. CONGER. This is an appropriation for carrying the | nited 
States mail on railroads, in postal cars, under the direction and con- 
trol of an agent of thisGovernment. It is admitted always that the 
committee may make amendments, providing the mode of applying 
the money, directing how it shall be applied, and stating under what 
conditions any appropriation is made. I think there is no question 
about that proposition. This looks to a condition where the railroad 
company receives this pay which we appropriate in this bill fora cer 
tain service, that service consisting in carrying a mail and carrying 
it safely, and providing a postal car suitable and proper for this busi- 
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the very contract with them providing that they shall safely 
s- the agent of the Government to handle and control that mail; 
chat if they fail to carry safely the mail, the car, or the officer of the 
Government who, by the direct terms of the contract, is requirred to 
company the mail and take charge of it, they shall not receive the 
yay in full under their contract, and a portion of it shall be paid for 


ness 





rhe injury. 
ior i the chairman please, suppose there was introduced an 
wendment here that if any railroad company through fault or neg- 
gence of its own—and there are such provisions—failed to deliver 
i. mail within the time and thus failing should receive less than 
amount of their contract; suppose that was put in this bill, no 
, would pretend such a provision was subject to a point of order. 
» a penalty was imposed upon the railroad company for the 

‘ce of a mail under any circumstances whatever, who will pretend 
‘hat that will not come within the proper power of this committee 
‘n the way of an amendment ? . 
~ The proposition of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. DwWIGut, ] 

s [understand it, is that & part of the money appropriated in this 
pill shall, under certain circumstances, be withheld from the con- 
tractors carrying the mails for some supposed fault, or what the Com- 
mittee of the Whole or the House or the Congress may suppose to be 

, wrong to others, and shall be paid to the person injured by them 
while carrying the mails. I submit that that method of directing 
the manner of paying money appropriated has been adopted by this 
House from time immemorial. It is a condition of payment and is 
not subject to a point of order. 

The expediency of adopting such a proposition is another question ; 
bat a point of order cannot reach it. It has always been held that 
» an appropriation bill we may by a proviso or condition determine 
how the money so appropriated shall be used. Our laws are full of 
such provisions. ‘‘ Provided that none of such money shall be paid” 
for such and such a purpose. “ Provided that so much of this money 
shall be paid” for some other purpose. That is all there is of this 
proposition. The point of order does not reach thiscase. The judg- 
ment of the Committee of the Whole as to the expediency of adopt- 
ing such a provision or condition of payment is not subject to the 
ruling of the Chair. 

Mr.REAGAN, Theexpenditure of thismoney for the objects pointed 
mt by the laws is one thing; the making provision for giving two 
years’ pay to representatives of public officers not now entitled by 
law to such pay is another question. 

Let me illustrate my meaning in this way: suppose I introduce an 
amendment providing that a mechanic in the employment of the Goy- 
ernment, who is not in any sense a public officer, shall be entitled 
when he dies to two years’ pay of the ordinary wages he received 
from the Government. There would be more justice and more virtue 

such a proposition as that than in the one now submitted. 

We first prescribe the duties and fix the compensation of certain 
persons, and men seek such employment because it is far more profit- 

le than the ordinary vocations of life. It is then proposed that we 
shall adopt the idea that because these persons hold positions more 
aluable to them than employment in the ordinary vocations of life, 
that shall be considered a reason for a new law to pay two years’ com- 
pensation to their representatives in case they die while holding the 
otlice. The whole thing seems to me to be strangely monstrous. 

Mr. DWIGHT. Men who enter the service of the Government to 
preserve its existence have provision made by the consent of all for 
ompensation to them in certain cases on account of the extra hazards 
which they take in behalf of their country. The same provisions 
should be made in reference to these mail agents, every one of whom 
takes his life in his hands when he enters upon this peculiarly haz- 
ardous employment, as demonstrated in the case to which I have 
referred, where four men lost their lives 
_ Mr. BLACKBURN. I do not like to be discourteous, but I must 
insist that the discussion shall be confined to the point of order. 
ir. DWIGHT. Iam replying to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
KEAGAN] who gave what he considered reasons against the adoption 
of this amendment. , 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I deny the right of any member— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was about to call the attention of 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] to the fact that he was 
overstepping the limits of debate upon a point of order. 

Mr. REAGAN. I was simply giving an illustration in reply to the 
gentleman from Michigan, [ Mr. CONGER. } 4 

_ Mr. DWIGHT. And I was simply replying to the gentleman from 

Texas, [Mr, REAGAN,] who made an argument against the amend- 
ment, and which was not objected to by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. BLACKBURN. ] 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iam not willing that the debate upon the point 
a i shall drift into a discussion upon the merits of the amend- 
wite CHAIRMAN. The Chair will endeavor to confine the debate 
“ihn proper limits. It has undoubtedly been held, as suggested by 
ner from Michigan, [Mr. ConGER, ] that provisions may be 
bills ai in appropriation bills, or in amendments to appropriation 

ius, Cirecting the manner in which the money so appropriated shall 
onlay tant But no such provisions have ever been held ito be in 
tetrenched ey were in accordance with existing law or unless they 

xpenditures, 





the 


sSuppos 
“Es 
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The amendment proposed by the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
DWIGHT] does not provide that the money which it proposes to pay 
to the heirs or representatives of these route agents shall be deducted 
from the compensation to be paid to the railroads for carrying the 
mails. It simply provides that two years’ pay may be paid out of the 
appropriation for railway transportation ; and that may create a de- 
ficiency in such appropriation. It does not retrench expenditures, 
and it does change existing law without retrenching expenditures. 
The Chair is bound, therefore, to sustain the point of order. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I desire, then, to so modify the amendment that 
the amount or amounts to be paid under it shall be deducted from the 
compensation to be paid to railroad companies for this service. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment would still not be in order 
unless it retrenched expenditures in one of three ways set forth in 
Rule XXI. If the proposition changes existing law at all, Wf offered 
by a memver upon this floor and not by instructions of a committee, 
it must retrench expenditures in one of three ways. The provision 
of the rule is as follows: 

Nor shall any provision in any such bill or amendment thereto changing exist- 
ing law be in order except such as, being germane to the subject-matter of the 
bill, shall retrench éxpendivares by the reduction of the number and salary of the 
otlicers of the United States, by the reduction of the compensation of any person 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States, or by the reduction of amounts of 
money cover d by the bill. 

The gentleman will see that under that clause, which is very differ- 
ent from Rule 120 of the old rules, when a member on the floor, without 
the instructions of a committee, offers an amendment changing ex- 
isting law, it must comply with the conditions to which the Chair 
has just referred, contained in Rule XXI. The Chair therefore rules 
the amendment not in order, 

The Clerk was proceeding to read the next paragraph, but was in- 
terrupted by 

Mr. DWIGHT, who said: I ask that the clause may be so amended 
as to reduce expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can offer his amendment in any 
form that he chooses, and then the Chair will rule upon it. 

Mr. DWIGHT. I ask that the clause be amended so as to make an 
appropriation of one dollar less to the Department. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. We have passed that clause of the bill; the 
Clerk is reading the succeeding clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] that the gentleman from Arkansas, [ Mr. 
DUNN, ] whom the Chair now recognizes, rose before the Clerk com- 
menced reading. Of course the custom is not to pass from a clause 
so long as any gentleman is claiming the floor. 

Mr. DUNN. I desire to put a question to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. In the report of the Postmaster-General,on page 82, I find 
this statement : 

The new railroad arrangements to Texas, via New Orleans, and the Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas Railroad, will give that State improved and sufficient postal 
facilities ; and the courseof events clearly indicates that two daily trains will have 
to be placed on the line of road from Saint Louis, via Little Rock, to Texarkana, 
in order to secure to that road its proportion of the Texas business; but, for the 
present, the State of Arkansas, and more especially the city of Little Rock, is 
without proper mail facilities, and provision should be made for a second daily train 
between Saint Louis and Little Rock. 

Now, yesterday, the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. CLarpy ] asked 
the gentleman from Kentucky whether any appropriation for this 
item had been carried into the bill reported by the committee. The 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] made, finally, this 
answer : 


I think the question of the gentleman from Missouri would have been in better 


time had it been reserved till we reached that clause of the bill; but as he has made 


it, and as I am endeavoring to answer it, I may go one step further and say that in 
the very same annual report in which this recommendation is made by the Second 
Assistant Postmaster-General we have estimates for the service for the next fiscal 
year; and I undertake to say to the House that we have not only failed or refused 
to reduce these estimates, but upon the figures of the Post-Oflice officials them- 
selves, upon their own records and books, we have granted to that Department 
of the service every dollar that the estimate calls for and $81,000 besides, 








Now, inasmuch as this item is not carried into the bill as a special 
item, I desire to ask the gentleman whether the appropriation pro- 
posed in this paragraph is sufficient to provide for that additional 
service asked for and which the Postmaster-General says is necessary 
to give the State of Arkansas proper and ample mail facilities ? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iam very glad to have an opportunity to an- 
swer the question and to answer it in theaflirmative. The figures of 
this bill demonstrate that the Post-Office Department will have ample 
provision for the service upon the railroad to which the gentleman 
now alludes. In order to prove this let me refer to the figures. Last 
year we appropriated in bulk $9,665,000 for inland mail transporta- 
tion by rail. Of that sum, however, $350,000 was to be used for 
special facilities on trunk-lines. In this bill the necessary and special 
facilities on trunk-lines are estimated and appropriated for in a special 
item, so that this no longer constitutes a partof the bulk appropria- 
tion for inland transportation by rail. The estimate of the Post- 
Office Department as submitted to us for this item was $10,288,282. 
But the officials of the Department who were brought before the sub- 
committee stated to us that in that estimate they had given the Gov- 
ernment no credit for the amount of money that was to come back to 
us under the operation of the act of 1879 applying to certain Pacific 
railroads. 

We sent for the Sixth Auditor, and from him we learned that the 
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small when an ax 























e was broken, resulting in throwing the m: 








Mr. BLACKBURN. I do not think this amendmenti hit less | from the track whereby these four agents of the postal railway * 
amenable to the point of order, for certainly iplates an in- | ice were killed. One of these employés was a young man for ¥ 
crease of expenditure, unless it be that provisi nendment | I secured the appointment within the last few weeks, and he ¥ 
which throws the burden of payment on the railroad company in the | the faithful discharge of. his duties at the time of his de ath. 
face of a contract entered into by the Federal Gove nt with such | friends and family dependent upon his services for their livelilo 
company, but which I imagine rt of law nd would | and which they had a right to expeet, are deprived of realizing W Fh 


hold to be enforceable 


may be necessary for their sustenance and support, as already s 
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in the faithful discharge of his offic ial duties and the De- 
‘nt has no discretion whatever except in this respect. It hap- 
d tha 1t his death occurred between twelve and one o’clock on 





ene ; }3 : + ) “ 
: yoy qnorning, so that under the ruling of th e Department he had 


ared upon a new day, and the only discretion the head of the 
“\eeav service has is to allow his family to have one day’s pay. 
‘3 all that the Department can allowhim. There is no method 
the law by which he can receive or his family can receive any- 
hatever from the Government because of his death. I sub- 

his House whether they want the employés and agents of this 
ter to disc harge the duties which they are performing in the 
service of the country,in which every citizen is inter- 
which is known to be extra-hazardous, without making some 
hare constantly occurring 
‘+h about to 
under the rules of this 

















ble compensation for disasters whi: 
ry. I take it that gentiemen will not sei 
3 +3 my 


there is not some technical objection 









































ionce which they can interpose to defeat what would simply seem 
, : act of justice to these employés. y 
I have said before, Mr irman, eorly paid. They 
rowing old in the service at best. little increase 
r compensation from year to ye ar,and little or no opportunity 
pre otion, and yet the Congress of t! ited States gravely dis 
es the question whether or not they some reasonab! 
sion by which the families of these ay be compensate a 
their lives have been sacrificed in the service of the intry 
I lgment, Mr. Chairman, there should be provision made fot 
; en in such eases as this. Provision is made for a man who 
»y his musket and marches into the ut of the battle for the 
se of preserving the institutions of hiscountry. Ifacase should 
e si 1 man ¢ lS JUSTICE ti rratitude of the country 
ced pon the pensior _— l ‘ives @® remuneration or 
ne n, ¢ hie fami is paid for the loss of his services 
se of his death. B if if his « couploynent be of the nature such as 
en to whom I am now referring, where life is sacrificed in the 
ince of his duty, the country has made no provision ; and I now 
1s s Congress to provide that eae r shall be done for men 
W re sacrificed in the public service as “tl e men were to whom I 
Descour ot this committee 
{ Her re the hammer 
EAGAN rose. 
Mr. ¢ NANNON, of Til is. I will ask the gentk introm Lexas to 
eld one minute’s time to me. 
Mr. REAGAN. I have only five minutes myself. 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I wanted a minute to reply to the gen- 
leman from New York. 
Mr. REAGAN. Mr. ¢ House would do well to 
g ts attention to tl us. It is urged that be- 
se or charac ter rv ich these ; l nts are en- 
gaged il ailway mé istribi they should be entitled 
to pecul nd special consideration from the Government. It has 
t 


v been urged that the officers of the Army and Navy, because 








eir lives have been devoted to the service of the country, when 
ey grow old should have provision made f ao . The making of 
such a provision has been a matter of modern action by Congress. It 
as been also urged tha ~ gentlemen enga “ey u the judicial service of 


e Un — States, after they have reached an age that enabled them 
, should Saoeemmenad ed for t In each of 


ese cases Congress has undoubted! y gone upon the idea that these 
t 


DM ired 





rey } ] } ’ - ) h 7 <r + * rt. 7 + ¥ — 
gentlemen had devoted their lives Oo pu » service until they 
were Worn out and too ae o seek other business to enable them to 





that degree of « > that at government ought to provide 
for th ho have devot ited a life-time to the public service and to 
the 1 cood. 





t 

But here we have a proposition to take up the clerks in the mail 

service on the railroads, and in case of accident to give them two 

years’ pay. Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the re to distinguish this from 
plication to postmasters? It was said by the gentleman from 


I 





New York that this se rvice had some dangerin it. Granted; but the 
employments are sought, anxiously, earnestly sought, by every em- 
ployé because the pay is better, the service more protitable, the means 
ot benefiting themselves and their families better; and because they 
have been successful in securing ¢ mployments which pay them better, 


. 


which enable them better to take care of themselves and families 





than in the ordinary vocations of life, shall their good fortune be the 
asis for this bounty of the Government? Whatcan be said in behalf 
of them that could not be said in behalf of any lass of officers, 


that could not be said in favor of any class of 
cu eral labor ers in th is countrv ? 
rT) . 


this, sir, looks simply to going a little further in m: 





lng 
ocracy of officers in this co untry, and making their good 
their promotion, the honors and emoluments the y receive a reason for 
Siv ing them advant: uves over citizens that have failed to aeqt lire th e 
positions in which the v have been more fortunate than their neigh- 
bors. I object to this ‘becanse I trust that we are to make no more 
needless departures from the character of our Government and insti 


tutions by creating classes with speci: ul privile 1 


ortune 


ces Which cannot be 

accorded to others, when those privileges rest in the one instance 

pon the good fortune which is not « njoyed in the other instance. 
he gentleman from New York said that the families of th 


1 lese men 
tooked to their services, and if they were deprived of their } 


ves they 


lost their services. Such may be said of every farmer, of every 
mechanic, whatever his station or condition in life, that if the hus- 
band dies the family is left without the assistance of their labor. 


| Here the hammer 








Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I would like to have t amendment 
read before I move to amend by — t the last word. 


in read 

I move to strike out the last word. 
proposition to pension dependent surviving relatives 
route agents who may be killed in the perform- 
ance of their duty, or to give a pension to those that are injured in the 
performance of their duty if it were to come on its own merits, even 


then I might hesitate before I could get my own consent to support 


The amendment was ag: 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. 
Upon a direct 


e + } ] . 
Ot postal Clerks OF 











it ; ) I acknowledge there are some instances where very 
great hardship is inflicted upon this class of employés, but I take it 


} 1 


t 
for granted the gentleman from New York is not i 
this ee . Ifso, it is certainly too broad. 


Mr. DW IGHT. I wish to say to the ‘ntleman from Illinois I 


earnest about 


in my iife 


Mr. ¢ ‘ANNON, f Iilinois. Then I will s he gentleman is in 














rised rentle fro lin hould 
have made the he did 
M CANNON, < I » me fu I kno he 
rentie 11S in ¢ . 
I lers lthatin Ne h ‘a 3 L apprehend in 
st States statute an on is given to the p ynal representa- 
tive of ho is killed, perhaps other t mployé of the 
I a ( ? ut to the emplo ) er from tl con 
par ti g § y 5 ] m would have 
on ti ) ti N ntl in ti 1 Ne Yor 
his amendment have rete ee 3 » whethe cle vas caused 
by the neg of the « ove All cases ¢ no und upon the 
same ground. I think the wiser ay, if you will thi about it a 
minute, is to defeat this amendment and let the bill stand without 
it; and then in due time if the gentleman believes legislation ought 
to be had pensioning these parties, let it be prepared carefully and 
let it re e deliberat tion on the part of t Honse, 
Mr. I GHT. I had thought my sincerity in this matter was 
learly erstood lam su I tie ks of the centleman 





from lin 
Mr. C \NNON of Illinois. I did not intend to surprise the gentle- 
man from New York. 
Mr. WARNER rose. 
Mr. BL AC KBURN. I move the comn 
iimit a hy bate to one minute on this: 
Mr. WARNER. Ae ees 
Mr . BL vo KBUI ° I yield to the ¢ ntleman from Ohio. 














Mr. W ARNER. “ee ‘ms tome we would be entering upon dan- 
rous ground by adopting such an amendment; sthis . Isit proposed 
a clerk, for instance e,in the Exe ative Depa ent to decide 

a route agent has been ki ithout his contributory ne 
1 without his fa b? pecanduean stion arises in my mind 
whether or not the adoption of this amendment would not fix abso- 
lutely the damages which a railway company may be liable for to a 
route agent, and fix it at two years’ salary. In many of the States, 
under State laws, the railways are alre uly liable in a fixed sum in 





Are there to be two 
| States 


case of death, and a much larger sum than this. 


penalties or two assessments of damages, one by the Unite ; 





and the other by the State? If that cannot be, then it certainly is 
not in the interest of the route agent to have this endment passed. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to say one word. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I give notice that after the gentleman from 
New Jersey has spoken I will ask that the committee rise for the pur- 
Ose OT Cle ne devate 

Mr. BAYNE, I hope that will not be done. I desire to be heard 
briefly on this amendment. 

Mr. Re IBESON. is understand this thing. We require these 





upon the railroads in discharge of 
be doubtful whether they ride under a contract 


ofticers of » Government te ride 


their duties. It ma: 


with the railroad company or not, : a if they do not it may be doubt- 
ful whether they can call upon thatrailroad company for compensa- 
tion. But by this bill we suave that ther dlvond company shall 
have a certain ¢ compensation for the duty in which t iwrents of our 
Government are employed; and in making that srot falen we provide 


} } 
4} + 


hat that compensation shall be paid to them upon condition that they 
of our officers who are committed to their charge. 
tak weed care of the m, then we say as a condition 
ation that these employés in a moderate capacity, 


take cood car 








who may not have the power ena’ h their poor represe ntatives to 
sue gigantic corporations, shall be paid th rough the benof entaction 


of our Government when it makes that contract. aan 4 hat is the 
question for us to decide here. 
Mr. BAYNE. I want to say one wor 
Mr. BLAC ‘KB U RN. I want to end debate on ch an amendment 


1 





as this at some time or other. 

Mr. BAYNE. I will oc upy but & minute or two. 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from Kentu [ Mr. BLACK- 
BURN |} ¥V 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Ix vield for ; it 








os ore 


ta} 
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Mr. BAYNE. There is a case which-oceurred in my district very 
similar to the « that o the district of the ge ntleman from 
New York, [Mr. Dwicn swas an accident on the W estern 
Pennsylvania Railroad, accident a number of persons 











were killed. A number of suits were brought against the railroad 
company, and jadgment was recovere every instance but one; 
and that was where the widow and ¢ hil n of aroute agent bron ght 
suit against the railroad compan y for the loss of the father and hus- 
band. . That case was taken to the s supreme or it of the State ot 


rr a law of the State 


; fram * noinge 
npanies Irom bringing 


Pennsylvania, and that court decided that un 
which prevents the employés ot ailroad co1 : 
suits against the companies for the recovery of damages sustained 
even in consequence of the ne gligence of the ec ompanies, no recovery 
on behalf of the family of the route agent could be had, I have 


Y 
I 
1 








brought that case her th a view of certifying it to the Supret 18 
Court of the United States, in order that the C muthterties 1 and laws 
of the United States may afford some relief if the courts of the 

4 ‘ ] . 
I t) that the ne! ent ottered Dy the rentieman irom New 
York [Mr. DwiGcnt 4 that ought to pass this House. These 
ng men give the very best years of their lives to this service ; 


4 


they give their fresh, tender young lin ves to it. When they become 
:ev have saved in this service, 
uate. I think this would be a 


1 
uld receive the universal appro- 


] } y + aly] lin mn what 
old they are not adie to liyveon wa 


because the compensation is not 
just and righteous measure, and s 
bation of the members of this House. ; 

ir. BLACKBURN 1am sorry the minute of the gentleman 
lasted so “a I wish to say that if it be the purpose of this House | 
to establish a civil list, I hope it will be done by an independent bill, 
and not in the shape of a rider upon a Post-Office appropriation bill. 
There are many gentlemen this House who are on record as being 
opposed to putting riders on appropriation bills we 

I now move that the committee rise for the purpose of closing de- 
bate on this paragraph ai id am endme nts. 

x ‘ y . WH, neted ny +) nanrtne 

The CHAIRMAN. Deb is now exhau l upon the pendin 
a . 

Mr. BLACKBURN. There will probably be anothe: 
ofltered and debated, unless the committee rises I move that the 


nittee now rise. 














16 motion was agreed to. 

ae ‘© accordin nd the Speaker having resumed 
hair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Commit sof the Whole 
on the nko ola tl nion had had wu : the bill (H. R. 
No. 6972) making appropriations for the st ins of the Post-Offi 


as serene for the hg ending June 30, 1822, and for other 











purposes, and had come to no conclusion thereon 
Mr. BLACKBURN, I now move that the Hou 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Un 
of further considering the Post-Office appropriation bill. And pend- 
ing that motion, I move that all debate upon the pending section and 
amendments thereto be limited ute. 
Mr. PAGE. I presume the gentleman from Kentuck: 
1 





if Into 











[ Mr. BLAckK- 





BURN] does not mean to exclude any farther debate on this entire 
BeCTION. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Why 

Mr. PAGE. I suppose the gentleman means upon th iragraph. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. What does the gentleman call the section? I 
mean upon the paragraph ending with line 


Mr. PAGE. That is the paragraph, and I do not object to t} 
The motion to li nit debate was agres d to. 
The motion to ro ir ito C ommittee of the Whole was agreed 


to. 
editself into Committee of the Whole, 





The House accordin 
Mr. CARLISLE in the cl 

The CHAIRMAN, use is now in Committee of the Whole 
and resumes the con nof the Post-Oflice appropriation bill. 
By order of the House all debate upon the paragraph under consid- 
eration and amendments thereto is limited to one minute. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I move to amend the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. DwicuT] by striking out all after “the 
words “children if any ” down to the proviso. My on in moving 
that amendment is this: if adopted it will give to 
party who loses his life, if he has any, and if none, then to the minor 
children, if any, two years’ pay. I am utterly « pposed to going 
further than that in gi r aid in circumstances like those set forth 
in the amendment. 

There is another point, and that is, that it does not seem to me that | 
these agents are such « up loyés of the railroad company as to prevent 
a recovery by their personal representatives from the railroad com- | 
pany of damages limited to $5,00 )in case of death. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate upon 
pending paragraph has been exhaus ted 
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the wife of the 











purpose | 





m 43 saieart h m 
rhe question was upon the amend 

out of the amendment of Mr. DwicG 
Or of his parents or of the : 

ters, or, if there be none, of ng in any degree dependent upon | 

the said deceased for support 7 E , | 


nent of Mr. HumMpHREy, to strike | 
uT the following: 


viving parent, or of any minor brothers and sis- | 





ters su rT 





The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. HumMPHREY, | 
and it was not agreed to, t 
ther count being called f 





ipon a division—ayes 30, noes 64; no fur- | 
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The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. Dwigr 
vision there were—ayes 31, noes 74. 


So no further count being called for) the amendment wag , " 


; and 




























T * C lerk read Ws 

F t-oflice car service, $1,426,000 nd hereafter when an : 
com] to provide railway post-ottice cars when requit ed byt 
Post-Oftice tment said ct ny shall have its pay reduced 10 per cent, o; 
rates fixed in section 4002 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by act of J aa 
1576, entitled *‘An g appropriations for the service of the Post On ce De 


partment for the fi ig June 30, 1877, and tor other pu Irposes 












further amended by tl eS 1878, entitled ‘ ‘An act perpoees.” saan, = 
tions for the serv Department Seen aa 
30, 1879 and for ot we one en 5 of the act entitled “An m 

| appropriations f Post-Oilic » Departme nt for a. fiscal . 
ending June 30, 1220, and for other purposes,” appr oved Marx 1 3, 1879, be. and ¢i, 
sami ” ean er Ce 


Mr . CANNON, of Illinois. I move to amend by striking ont at 4) 


end of an paragraph the following words 








And section 5 of the tled An act making appropriations for the sor 
ice of the Post-Office De} t for the fiscal year ending June 39, 1880, and fo, 
other purposes,”’ approve h 3, 18 be, and the same 1s hereby, rey pealed 7 





I call the attention of the gentleman in charge of this bill ¢ 
fact that the li whit hI propose to strike out hi: ive been cco 
by an error, a similar re pealing provision being contained in the lay 
making ap} propriations for the postal service for the current fisca) 
year. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman is correct. The amendment 
shouk be adopted. 

endment was agreed t 

RY tHAM. I move to ar — by inserting aft 
1 






tice Department,” in line 63, the words, “or s 
provide suitable safety-heaters therefor, with suc 
of saws and axes to each ¢ for use in case of accident 


r qnired by the Post-Office Departm nt.” 

Mr . BLAC KBURN., I think the re will be no objection to that 
amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHAM. I would like to oceupy a few moments to justif 
the introduction of thisamendment. It seems to me that someof the 
railway companies which carry the mail of the United States have 
for years viol itedthe law. Section 4005 of the Revised Statutes has 
made it the duty of these companies to properly fit up, furnish, heat 
and light the cars in which the railway postal business of the cou intry 
is transacted. In consequence of the violatiot 10f this requi reme 
the people have every now and then heard the sickening news of the 

















wrecking of railway trains, the overturning and burning of postal 
ears, and the roasting alive of men working in then l. TI ree times 
this winter—once in Missouri, once in North Carolin: a, and again onl; 
a few hours ago on the Erie Railway, in the State of New York—hav: 
these disastrous calamities occurred. 

Now, the Government exacts from its postal clerks and mail agents 
the most severe service. The labors they perform are of the most ar- 
duous and exhausting kind, and are rendered under very dangerous 
conditions. “The sy work in cars heated by ordinary stoves and lighted 
with oil-lamps—cars which usually are the nearest to the engine. 
In consequence of these facts, the Postmaster-General and the sone. 
intendent of railway service have re mpeatedhy urged the railway com- 











| panies to a humane compliance with the law; but the companies 


have not responded. 

Now, this amendment touches the soul of a railway company, be- 
cause it pricks the pocket, where the railway company carries its soul. 
By this 10 per cent. reduction of compensation in case of violation 


| of the law, the railway companies s, we think, will be persuaded to 


obedience. This amendment is humane; and the committee, I hope, 
will consider it germane to this bill It does not increase expenses 
If the amet 1dment be adopted and be age oar with, then in case of 
accident, the men working in these cars, unless they are killed out- 
right or stun ned into insensibility, will be able = seize these tools and 
hew out their own salvation. The amendment, if adopted, will, I 
claim, tend to save valuable lives, and will also tnd to save from de 
atraction the mail matter with which the mail cars are stored. 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Will the gentleman yield for a questi: 
Mr. BRIGHAM. Certainly 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I have great sympathy with the amend- 
ment, and think its object entirely proper; but I want to ask whethe! 
or not the terms of the amendment are such as to confine the conipa- 
nies to the use of any particular kind of heater 
Mr. BRIGHAM. Mr. Chairman, it does not do anything of 
kind; it simply requires the companies to provide “suitable safe 
heaters.” Iwill state to the committee that the safety-heater is sim- 








| ply a stove under which ten, fifteen, or twenty gallons of water are 


placed ; and pipes are so disp. sed that in case of the overturning of 
the stove the water floods the fire and puts it out. Axes and saws are 
provided so that the men may release themselves if need be, and also 
save the contents of the car. The amendment does not provide tor 
any particular heater; that is left an open matter. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. BRiGHAM, 
was agree d to 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For necessary and special facilities on trunk-lines, $400,000. 


Mr.CLARDY. I move to amend by inserting after the word “ hun- 




















a ara eR ee 


the words “and fifty,” so as to A cake baal TMi eile ee a the amount of this appro- 
, $450,000. While it may be true as stated by the gentleman 
from Ke sntucky (Mr. BLACKBURN] in answer to the ‘gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. DUNN ] 

Mr. BLACKBU RN. Ireserve a point of order on this amendment. 

Mr.CLARDY. While it may be true that the service alluded to by 
the gentleman from Arkansas has been provided for in the paragraph 

ommencing on line 56, yet inasmuch as the Department holds that 
ee rvice, if provided for at all, must be provided for in the item 
nied we are now considering, Loffer this amendment to increase the 
at nour nt of the appropriation $50,000; $450,000, as I understand, is the 
mou nt recommended by the ‘Department. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I have reserved a point of order on the amend- 
ment, but Iam perfectly willing the gentleman from Arkansas should 

d. 

DD INN. Mr. Chairman, I can foresee that Arkansas and South- 
east Missouri are to be sufferers under a difference of construction 
placed upon this bill and these items of appropriations by the com- 
mittee, or the gentleman from Kentucky in behalf of the committee, 

on the one hand, and by the Post- Office Department on the other 

The Postmaster-General tells us that Arkansas has not sufii- 
cient mail facilities, and that this item of increased allowance ought 
to bemade. The gentleman from Kentucky in charge of the bill says 
that while it is true that this item as a spec ‘ialty has not been carried 
in the bill, nor has the Postmaster-General carried the item into his 
estimates, yet as the committee in a different item allowed $20,000 
more than was asked for by the Department, we must look to that 
fund for the needed relief for the full measure of mail service that 
we need and are entitled to. 

The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, on the other hand, says 
this needed facility for Arkansas must come under the head of a 
special arrangement and special increase of service, and that unless 
it is carried into that item he cannot give it. Now, between these 
two constructions Arkansas is to become the sufferer and be deprived 
of that just proportion of mail service to which she is confessedly 
entitled. I ask why Arkansas should be singled ont from all the 
States *. Territories in the Union as a State to be denied sufticient 
mail facilities? The State of Texas has two great lines of double 
daily mail service to the south of it. All the ‘other States and all 
other localities are provided for, but we are to be denied our mail 
service because of this difference ‘of construction between the com- 
mittee and the Post-Office Department. 

This amendment, Mr. Chairman, does not increase the appropriation 
beyond the estimates of the Department. We are told on all hands 
if it be adopted we can then get the needed facility. Ihope the 
committee will give it to us. There is certainly no good reason why 
the people of Arkansas should be made to suffer this great depriva- 
tion, and I therefore hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will withdraw the point of order; but I wish 
to say this, Mr. Chairman: the gentleman from Arkansas and the 
gentleman from Missouri are mistaken. The amendment the gentle- 
man from Missouri offers, which is an increase of $50,000 on this item 
of the bill, is utterly valueless to him for the purpose which he and 
the gentleman from Arkansas ayow. There is no room for any differ- 
ence of construction between the Post-Office Department and this 
committee, or between that Department and me, or between that 
Department and anybody. 

We know until now there has never been any such item as this in- 
corporated in appropriation biils at all. This appropriation for nec- 
essary and special facilities on trunk-lines is a new item in, the bill. 
As I stated to the House this morning, it was embraced in the bulk 
appropriation last year for the inland mail transportation by rail- 
road, but there was a provision in last year’s bill which allowed 

$350,000 of that nine million and odd dollars to be taken out of that 
bulk fund and used for this purpose. Now it is estimated for in a 
separate item. It is appropriated for in a separate item, and instead 
of $350,000 which was allowed to be used that way during the pres- 
ent fiscal year, this bill offers $400,000 for this purpose. The road 
aud the service which the gentleman from Arkansas and the gentle- 
man from Missouri want to cover by this increase of appropriation, 
can never be touched under this head for this appropriation, for nec- 
essary and special facilities on trunk-lines simply look to and em- 
brace expedition of schedule in The delivery of mail by fast trains 
on the great trunk-lines in the country. 

Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman allow me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. BLACKBURN Certainly ; ; but remember I have only five 
minutes, 

0 Mr.DUNN. The gentleman will observe by the report of the Post- 
flice Department that in order to give this increased service they 

must give additional compensation to enable that road to run; and 

therefore—— 

Mr. BLACKBURN. 


closely, perhaps, as 
men 


dre 1d” 
priation 








band. 


I have read the report of that Department as 
any member in the House. I know the Depart- 
rr t~and if the gentleman wants plain language I will give it to 
oan a know the Second Assistant Postmaster-General has sought to 
: a the very demand which the gentleman from Arkansas and the 
gentleman from Missouri are making on the House with this road as 
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Mr. DUNN. It is necessary; and that is all there is of it 

Mr. BLACKBURN. With all courtesy to the gentleman, I cannot 
yield further of my five minutes. I know these gentlemen came to 
me this morning and told me th 1ey could get their service if we would 
yield to the exaction of the Second Assistant Postmaster- Gene ral to 
the extent of $50,000 for special facilities. I know under the law he 
dare not, and the past proves he dare do all that is right and much 
that is pas e—I knew under the law he dare not appropriate 
one dollar covered u1 ider that estimate of this bill for the se rvice 
which the gentlemen seek to protect. It is not special facilities they 
are asking; but they are aski ng a servi ice on aroad which stands upon 


g; 
an exact and equal fi soting with every other atom of r: allw ay 


mail 
service in the country. The ‘y aree ntitled to it, and accordi: x to the 
report of the Postmaster: General it is already prov oe for in the 
$81,000 allowed in that appropriate item t » which it belongs in excess 


of the estimates. 

Now, sir, we gave $350,000 for this item last year and this year we 
give $400,000 in this bill and the proposition of this amendment is to 
increase that to $450,000. Lask this committee to tell me why it shall 
be done when the report of the Post-Office Department shows that 
the $350,000 you gave last year is unexpended. It isa discretionary 
fund ; and they ean make arbitrary allowances suftic iently large to 

carry it to $3,500,000 as easily as $350,000. There is no limit to it. It 
is absolute ‘ly in the discretion of the De partment and we must stand 

upon the record that if $350,000 was enough for the present year 
$400,000 is enough to meet the service and its increase w ith all of its 
necessities for the present one, and the gentleman will fail to accom- 

plish his purpose to protect the service upon a certain road by in- 

creasing these special facilities in this bill not a dollar of whic! 
be diverted to such : 

Mr. SLEMONS rose. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. 
word. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
nized, 

Mr. SLEMONS. I move to strike out the last word. I regret very 
much, Mr. Chairman, to find that the gentleman from Kentucky in 
charge of ‘this bill seems to have lost confidence in the Hor and 
has become alarmed about his bill—— 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iam not at a!l scared, I will st 
tleman from Arkansas, by the attitude of this House toward tl 

Mr. SLEMONS. I say that I am very much afraid the 
has become alarmed and appeals to the House to protect him. Now, 
We are willin; g to ask in the House or out of it wh: at we want. We 
ask for what we want, and are not only willing to ask for it, but we 
demand it and insist upon our right to ‘have it. The gentleman from 
Kentucky must remember that li ast year, before the appropriation ser 
passed, the Second Assistant Postmaster-General did recommend t 
300,000 should be appropriated for this purpose, and the commi itte ® 

tailed to make an appropriation for it; but by an agreement betw eer 
the Post-Office Department and this road service was put on. This 
has not been paidfor. Now, this Committee on Appropriations comes 
in, after the Second Assistant Postmaster-General has estimated that 

it will require $450,000 to cover the cost of this service and to pay fo1 
precisely what he asked the means to pay for last year, and for serv 

ice that has already been put on to furnish the needed fi icilities to 
these people on the line of that road, and cuts it 0 $400,000 

A portion of this amount is to pay special compensation for mail serv- 
ice upon this very road. This road is running on the same terms as 
the a roads, according to the statement of the gentleman from 


ab Can 


a purpose Be 


i 


1 1 + +” 1? 
Chairman, I » strike ou Le last 


move t 


The ger itle 1 from Arkansas has been rec¢ 


ise, 
gen- 


18 bil 
ge ntle mat 


down 


Kentuck In this I think the gentleman is mistake There was 
only one ish a day on that road. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman has misunderstood my state- 
ment. I stated that this road stood on the same footing, as far as its 
rights and equities are concerned, as the other roads. 

“Mr. SLEMONS. Very well, we ask no more than that; we ask 
that the mail facilities of this road shall be continued. Now, the 


road was running only one train a day,and mail facilities or increased 
mail facilities upon it were de manded and were put on by the De- 
partment, and yet this committee come in here and propose to strike 
out from the estimates of the Department $50,000, which amount is 
contemplated to expend for payment of special facilities obtained 
upon this road, which is the longest line in the country. 

The gentleman also claims thi it the Post-Office De partment 
eight hundred thousand = and over from the Pacific roads. 
this he is also mistaken. The Department only gets 10 per cent 
that. Inother words, 10 per cent. goes to the Post- Office Department. 
The balance of it goes into the Treasury as the gentleman knows 
very well, and can no more be touched by the Post-Office Department 
than it can by himself, and only this 10 per cent. of that amount 
goes into the estimates of the Department, and not the entire amount 
as claimed by the gentleman. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Will 

to correct him ? 
Mr. SLEMONS. 


treceives 
In 


t. of 


the gentleman from Arkansas al me 
f I have misstated the gentleman. 

Mr. BLACKBUR N. I stated that upon the | authority of the officials 
connected with the Post-Office Department, and upon a statement 
given by the Department and in evidence before the Committee on 


an argumentum in terrorem over this committee in this Congress to | Appropriations that there is not a single dollar of that money that 


extort the full measure of his estimates. I know that. 


did not go into the service of t » Post- Office Department 





ae 


BEN Deter om 
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Mr. SLEMONS 7 ell: if gent » hetter than | of demanding that the Gov rnment shall make an appropriation }, 
the Department of course his statement e weight. I only | which an extra train shall be run each day for the PUrpose of trang 
kn the Post-Offi Department re ! Th ‘ rot 10 Ree ear ae : ; , 
per cent. of t money, and the whole am ount of it was er taken Mr. DUNN. May I ask the gentleman from Wisconsin . qu : 
into consideration in making their estim 3 Mr. HUMPHREY. Yes, sir, 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I know the amount of the fund that turned |_ Mr. DUNN. Isit not customary forthe Government t ) put on over. 

’ 41 a4 os nad stave n tor F . ot 9 oreat et where vare lit+] , 
into that Department from this source. I ki otan | Bek stages oe ae routes at a great cost where very little business 
aggregate of $281,000 from the Pacific railroads : ie TIITMPHREY ili Res Bil 5 al ‘ 

Mr. SLEMONS. Iam¢ . d thatthe ¢ tley mistaker Mr. Hl MI HREY. ( ertainly ; vut the Government do not in th 
Site « ‘ 1 a ataten t not three days ld which | satisfy | case give the people more than one mail a aay. They seldom aaa 
hi more than one a week. i ; ’ 

M LACKBURN. AndIs most empha gentle- Now, people are not living entirely out of the world who get , 
n , Dena int d ret, or has receiv ‘ has charge of | mall once a day. rhe business interests of the country are suc); th + 
ome of that mo there are few, if they get one mail a day, but are satislied. Anq. Mi: 

Mr. SLEMONS. Does the g mat ) say that the Depart- | Chairman, if the business interests of that country are such that the 
me hol of 1 22] derived | Iron Mountain Railway will put on two trains a day, no doubt the 
Semen I este will get the mails. But this seems an attempt to subsidize that raj. 

Mr. BLACKBUR? | the Depart: eived every | road and give them this sum for running an extra train. 
dollar of it Mr. DUNN. If the gentleman from Wisconsin will permit me I 

My IONS. M ner ct of it will state that that road has put on two trains a day, and are poy 

- BURN. + hag r todo | asking pay for carrying the mails on them. 
wit! Mr. HUMPHREY. I understood at the outset there was Init 

\ LEMONS. 1] t] entle nis e nistaken. train a day on that railroad. 

ur BLACKBURN Che ¢ eman | elf is1 ren, and I will Mr. DUNN. If the centleman had listened t » the re uding of 
show } where tl ik I ’ oO h he refers is | letter he would have learned there were two. 
+h. billof 127 hat that bill was passed | Mr. HUMPHREY. I listened to the reading of the letter, and 
an to this present 6 amoun ), which has | derstood it to purport simply this: that ess this special case was 
bee! ( ly credited to the Post-Ofi provided for by this appropriation this service could not be put oy 

Mr. SLEMONS. Now, I say again, th gives no reason | Now, that I cannot accede to. I believe that the Post-Office Depart. 
why this item should be stricken out of the bill. I understand from | ment has a discretion that when a section « ¥ needs a service 
the ond Assistant Postmaster-General that it is put in for the | it can be furnished, and where two trains a day arerunning the De. 
special payment. to this Iron Mountain and Saint Louis Railroad for | partment, under its discretion, can put on asecond mail without ; 
additional services placed upon the road last year int to as- | special legislation. 
sure rentleman from Kentucky and other gentlemen who have Mr. MONEY rose. 
spoke :pon this matter that for myself I ask nothing whatever in The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendment is exhausted. 
this matter but what I believe to be right. We only ask what is The question being taken on the formal amendment, it was not 
rig] d we | ‘that it will be granted in this case. The service | agreed to. 

3 ip ‘ our pe opl need it. and it should be continued. Mr. MONEY. I move to amend the amendment by inserting 

I sh to have read in this connection a letter from the Second As- | “$45,000,” so that the amount will be $445,000, instead of $400,000 as 
sis Pi ter-General to Senator GARLAND, h I will have | in the bill. 
re of my remar! This whole case can be briefly stated thus: there is no complaint 

‘ ' 1 as follows that the mail service is not provided for on this railroad under th 

sT-O {TMEN section of the bill beginning at line 56. Whether the sum voted by 

' : AssIsTANT Posi “GENERAL, | the committee will be sufficient for the service on all the railroads of 

1 ots “> ; ee Di o4 1881. the United States is a matter yet to be determined. Itisthe opinion 

ni i : is eenatia’ st ol thie ai | ‘onor to | Of the Department it will not be sufficient. But as the law provides 

state that in the matt ’ lemand for a second daily mail o1 Saint | exactly what shall be paid by weight and space to these several rail- 

Louis, Iron Mount ilroad, between Saint Louis and Texarkana, | roads, it is a matter of indifference, I presume, with the Department, 

that at the last sessi aot WO BOER, HY TOLSFENCS U0 Us es, the De- | because the deficiency must be made good next session if the sun 
partment transmité the Committees on Appropriations of the a 5 . : . ~e 

the necessity for two daily mail services on | 20 appropriated does not prove sufficient. 


Senate and House stat 
with an of 














this line uny to afford the desire: 
a special allowance 


made for the servic but 


,000 per annum. No appropriation was then 


ted a second d h mails on 


















the « 
the Tthof November, 1550, for which they demanded specia ation at the 
rate of $75,000 per annum, to which, however, this office did not con t, buts ] 
to make such compensation for the service as might be provided by Congress 

The subject is presented for the consideration of the present session of Congress 
on pages $3 and 289 of the annual report. 

I would t that wit 2 second daily 1 lon the Saint Louis, Iron Mount- 
ain and So 1 Railroad the peop of Arkansas and Sout istern Missouri 
would not bh mail facilities in keeping v their businessinterests, nor suchas 
their develo ent demat 

espe ] 
e ADY 
A } Gene? 
ii \ \ 
( nited States Sen 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, rose. 
Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Chairman, I Ss he last 


word. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas made that motion, 
and spoke in favor of the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri. Under the rule the Chair of course desires to give prefer- 
ence to gentlemen who would speak in opposition to that amendment. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I desire to speak in opposition to it. I desire to 
state briefly this: it seems to me that the people of this section of 
the country are in the same position as to mail facilities as the people 
of every othersection of thecountry. Thatifthisamendment should 
obtain, it is indirectly a subsidy to a railroad company which it is 
claimed is not running trains enough. ‘busi 





Now, if the business of that 
part of the country demands two trains a day, the Iron Mountain Rail- 
way will put on two trains, and then, under the general law as it now 
exists, arrangements can be made with the Post-Office Department 
whenever the mail service of the country demands it. ' 

But, Mr. Chairman, it is rather an anomalous case when the fact is 
that the business interests of that country only demand one train a 
day, and yet the mail interests demand there shall be two mails a 
day. It seems to me that is something new in this country. We 
have always supposed that the increase of business preceded mail 
facilities, instead of mail facilities preceding the business interests. 
In our country, in the Northwest, I tind we can only get two mails a 
day when the business interests are such that the railroad companies 
are obliged torun two postal trains aday, and we never have thought 








| ment 
men 


Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman from Mississippi, I am assured, 
understands that the question of weight does not enter into this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. MONEY. I know that. The question is whether this particulat 
railroad shall be supplied with extra mail facilities, and the amend- 
t comes in properly under this section. Now, this railroad runs 

wo trains a day. My friend from Wisconsin [Mr. HuMPHREY] was 
mistaken on that point. But it has not two mails a day. The rail 
road on which I live, the Mississippi Central, has also two trains 
day each way, but not two mails. It has only one mail, and we 
get but one. 

Thesg special mail facilities are for the purpose of giving to the 
country in all sections a fast mail, which is promoting the efficiency 
of the postal service and making it a blessing to the business inter- 
ests of the whole country. The sections which the gentleman from 
Arkansas and the gentleman from Missouri represent are as much 
entitled, perhaps, to extra facilities as any other section of the coun- 
try. The Department can get along with $400,000 to carry out the 
arrangements they have already pertected with the railroads of t! 
country for these special mail facilities; but they cannot put on the 
extra facilities on this particular road with that sum. To have those 
extra facilities to which the people of that section of the conntry are 
as much entitled as those of any other section of the country there 
must be appropriated: this additional sum of money. That is the 
whole statement. It rests with the Committee of the Whole whether 
it will extend these extra facilities now enjoyed by New England and 
the West to another section of country for which this additiona! 
appropriation is asked. aoe 

This is the only grand trunk-line that I am acquainted with that 
is deprived of these extra mail facilities. It rests with the Commit- 
tee of the Whole whether we will make a discrimination against tha 
section of country or not. We are told by the Department that 
$400,000 is ample to carry on the arrangements already made, ous 
the arrangements perfected by the Department did not embrace tls 
particular railroad running through that particular section of the 
country. So far as I am concerned, I am willing to give these get 


tlemen and their section of the country what is enjoyed by my 8¢¢ 
tion and every other section of the country. That is the whole thing 
in a nutshell. 

As to the remark of the gentleman that the money voted last year 








1881. 


+ vet been expended, I will remind him the fiscal year has not 
seed. And I venture to say there will not be one dollar of that 
eft when the year has expired, for I know that the arrange- 
ake already made with the several companies will absorb every 
« of the $350,000 which we have appropriated. If there is any- 


wer, then arrangements would have been made with this trunk 


t ex] 
I 


ey it 


st- CANNON, of Illinois. want to call the attention of the Com- 
a . Whole to the law governing this service, because if this 
ment shall be adopted for the reason assigned by the gentle- 


£+h 





rom Arkansas, [Mr. DUNN,] we will take a new departure. The 
les—and I now read from section 4002 of the Revised Stat- 


hall be conveyed with due frequency and speed; and that sufficient 
fixtures, and furniture, in a car or apartment properly lighted 
e provided for route agents to accompany and distribute the 





er the law the Post-Office Department has the right, first, to 
| the railroad company to carry the mails “ with due frequency 
speed: and, second, to furnish the cars to carry the route agents 
. distribution of the mails. It may be said, perhaps, by gentle- 
| tis arightwithout power toenforceit. But we provide in 
ery bill that if the railroad companies fail to furnish the neces- 
sary facilities their compensation shall be reduced 10 per cent. from 
vhat it is under the law as it now stands. 
Mr. MONEY. May I interrupt the gentleman ? 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. If I have the time; I have only five 
Mr. MONEY. It is for the my friend and of the 
louse, Do I understand the gentleman to say that the Government 
ompel a railroad to take the mails upon its fast trains? 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I am coming to the fast trains. 
Mr. MONEY. Cannot the railroad carry the mails upon any of its 
er trains . 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I am coming to the fast.trains in a min- 
In my opinion, the Government has the power now under the 
x to compel a railroad company to take the mail npon any of its 


information of 






Mr. MONEY. Let me say to the gentleman that the thing was 

sted on the New York Central Railroad, and Vanderbilt put the 
nail upon his accommodation train, which did not make fifteen miles 

hour, an¢ the Government had no power to compel him to put it 
the fast trains. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I hope this will not come out of my 
time. The gentleman asked me for my opinion and I gave it to him. 
Let that be as it may, Congress has seen fit to appropriate $350,000 
for extra speed and special facilities, owing to the decrease of com- 
pensation. Now, is that what is asked for by the gentleman from 
{[Mr. Dunn?] Notatall. It is not for extra speed; it is 

it for increased facilities; it is for an additional mail train. 

Now, an additional mail train can be had under the existing law; 

nd if the railroad company refuses to furnish these facilities it will 

é liable to at least 10 per cent. reduction. Hence the Department 

is singled out this one railroad, both in the annual report and in 
the letter which has been read from the Clerk’s desk, because it does 

t come within either of the classes of railroads for which we have 
een making appropriations. 

_Now, if you pass this appropriation for the reason assigned by gen- 
lemen, then you will place it in the power of any and of all the rail- 
roads of this country to say, under this precedent, that they will run 
ut one train a day upon which the mails are carried, unless the De- 
partment complies with their terms at an expense of $75,000 or $100,000 

r $000,000, as the case may be, for more than daily service. 
lhe law is ample and sufficient now to compel the carrying of the 
mails as frequently as is demanded by the necessities of the public. 

ull for an enforcement of the law as it now exists instead of giv- 
ug this kind of relief. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. MonEY] to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri, f{ Mr. CLARDY. ] 

Mr, MONEY. I will withdraw my amendment. 

lhe question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. CLarpy, and 
upon a division there were—ayes 30, noes 53. 

No further vote being called for, the amendment was not agreed to. 

lhe Clerk read the following : 

For inland transportation by steamboat routes, $900,000. 


Mr. UPSON. I move to amend the paragraph just read by striking 
ut “$400,000” and inserting “$1,000,000.” 1 move that amendment 
tor the reason that in my own State a considerable additional amount 
steamboat mail service is needed, and I understand the same is true 
appr of North Carolina and also of the State of Louisiana. _ 
core: HY OWN State about two hundred miles of new steamboat mail 
ervice is needed, and I understand that about three hundred miles 
of such service is needed in North Carolina; how much is needed in 
~ouisiana I do not know. I am informed by the Post-Office Depart- 
eee eulees the amount estimated for, $1,000,000, is appropriated 
ii a e the benetit of that service. se : 
: sheeades service asked for in my own district is concerned it 
ae y necessary. It is for places situated upon inland bays, 
“© Sali-boat mail service has been tried and where land service 
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has been tried, and both have been found insuflicient to give the pub- 
lic the mail facilities which they absolutely need, and the steamboat 
mail service is required for the purpose. Unless this amount is given 
by Congress, I am informed by the Post-Office Department that the 
service which is absolutely necessary cannot be granted. 

I do not know what the information of the Committee on Appro- 
priations is, but such is my information from the Department. Upon 
making application to the Department for this service we have beer 
answered that it cannot be granted unless the amount estimated for 
by the Department is appropriated by Congress. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. lam very sure that Ido not go beyond the 
fact when I say that the Committee on Appropriations has no purpose 
or view of crippling the steamboat postal service at all, nor of failing 
to give the full amount that it is possible can be properly used both 
to maintain that service at its present rate and to meet its natural 
increase. 

Now, if gentlemen will turn to the report of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, and look at the tables on page 556, they will find that the 
expenditure for transportation of mails by steam for the year 188 
was only $794,149.15. 

We appropriated last year $900,000 for this service, the Department 
asking $1,000,000. But the whole of the $900,000 that we appropri- 
ated has not been expended. The report which I hold in my hand 
states that there is a gradual increase of estimate and appropriation 
for railway transportation because in many instances it is being sub- 
stituted for steamboat service. If there is thus an increase of appro- 
priation for railway trasportation by reason of its substitution for 
steamboat service, then there should of necessity be a decrease pro 
tanto of the cost of steamboat service. But the $900,000 that we 
appropriated last year has proved amply sufficient; and $900,000 is 
the amount proposed to be appropriated by this bill. It is more than 
has ever yet been expended for this service in any one year, and there 
is nothing in the report of the Postmaster-General on this subject 
that looks to an increase except what I am about to read, on page 79. 
The Postmaster-General devotes seven lines to the subject of steam- 
boat mail service. He says: 

The cost of steamboat service for 1880 was $887,221. The 
current year is $900,000, which is $100,000 less than the 
necessary. 


appropriation for the 
amount estimated to be 

I grant that the estimate then was $1,000,000, as it is $1,000,000 
now. He continues: 

The demand and necessity for steamboat service call for an increased appropria 
tion for this item for the year 18#2, and the estimate is therefore placed at $1,000, 000, 
which is a little more than 11.11 per cent. over the amount provided for the current 
year, being the same amount as was estimated to be necessary for the current fiscal 
year. 

There is not the difference of a cent between his estimate for this 
year and for next year. He shows by his own report that he had a 
surplus of more than $100,000; $105,000 more was appropriated than 
was expended. Yet he now asks for $100,000 more, to be piled on top 
of that. Ifthe committee had thought that the steamboat service 
vould eost $1,000,000, that sam would have been appropriated in this 
bill without a word; but the expenditure for steamboat service has 
never reached $900,000 a year. Hence the committee are forced to 
conclude that $900,000 will be amply sufficient to meet the demands 
of this service for the coming year. I hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. UPSON. Iwould like to be heard in reply to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN, ] who has made some statements which 
seem to be in conflict with the report of the Postmaster-General. 

The CHAIRMAN. The rule is very explicit. 

Mr. UPSON. I move pro forma to amend the amendment by strik- 
ing out the last word. I wish to call the attention of the committee 
to the report of the Postmaster-General, page 79. If I understood the 
gentleman from Kentucky correctly, he stated that the expenditure 
for this service during the last year was $794,000, 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman has made a mistake which he 
will recognize in a moment. On page 79 of his report, the Postmas- 
ter-General states, not what has been paid out for this service, but 
what the cost of it was. Turning to page 556 of the same report we 
find a table giving the figures which I have given to the committee. 

Mr. UPSON. Let me get through. I wish to read the statement 
of the Postmaster-General : 

The cost of steamboat service for 1880 was $527,221. The appropriation for the 
current year is $900,000, which is $100,000 less than the amount estimated to be 
necessary. The demand and necessity for steamboat service call for an increased 
appropriation for this item for the year 1882, and the estimate is therefore placed 
at $1,000,000, which is a little more than 11.11 per cent. over the amount provided 
for the current year, being the same amount as was estimated to be necessary for 
the current fiscal year. 

I will state for the information of the committee thatsince the esti- 
mate was made there have been given to the State of North Carolina 
over one hundred miles of new steamboat service, and that State still 
requires over two hundred miles more. This, of course, does not enter 
into the caleulation of the expenditure of last year. i am informed 
that in addition tothe three hundred miles of steamboat transporta- 
tion demanded in the State of North Carolina, at least two hundred 
miles more are required in the Siate of Texas, and a considerable 
increase in the State of Louisiana. I will grant that there was a 
surplus last year of $105,000, as is stated by the gentleman from 
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Kentucky ; still, for the coming year, the additional $100,000 pro- 
posed in ‘the amendment will be needed, according to the statement 
of the Post-Office Department; otherwise certain States of the Union 
will be deprived of service absolutely needed for the public in- 
terest. 


Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I would like to ask the gentleman a ques- 


tion. Is he not aware that the statement which he has read, showing | 


the cost of this service at $887,000, is a statement of the rate of cost 
on the 30th day of last June, without any reference to fines or deduc- 
tions, and that the only reliable statement of the cost of the service 
is the money actually paid out, which amounted to $794,000 ? 

Mr. UPSON. I have said that I was willing to admit that the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky was correct, that there was a 
surplus, yet the additional $100,000 covered by my amendment will 
be required in order to secure the new service which is wanted. — 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I only desired to correct the gentleman from 
Texas for his own benefit by showing that the apparent discrepancy 
between the cost of this service, as stated on page 79, and the expend- 
iture as given in the table on page 556 is attributable to vhe fact that 
fines and penalties are as much available for the purposes of the De- 
partment as money directly appropriated by Congress, and the differ- 
ence results from the deduction of these in the table on page 596, 
which shows the money actually paid out, it thus appearing that of 
the $900,000 appropriated the actual expenditure was only $794,149.15. 

Mr. UPSON. I grant that the gentleman’s statement is entirely 
correct; yet I insist that the whole amount of the estimate is neces- 
sary to be now appropriated in order to give the service required. 
When I have asked for the steamboat mail service in my own district, 
which is much needed, I have been met with the assurance by the 
Post-Office Department that it would be granted if Congress would 
appropriate money enough, and that the estimate made was deemed 
necessary in order to prepare the new service required. I therefore 
hope the amount estimated will be appropriated. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to strike out the last two words. 

Mr. KING. I wish to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iwill yield presently to the gentleman for that 
purpose. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, there is a great tendency to extravagance and | 


looseness of appropriation in this matter of steamboat mail service. 
Taking the history of that service before the war, we find that as 
railroads were being built throughout the country, and following the 
lines of our great navigable streams, from year to year the Postmaster- 
General took off what is technically termed steamboat service and 
supplied its place with railway mail service. For the past two or 
three years this House, however, through inadvertence, simply upor 
the mere statement of a member who wanted the service here or there 
that, on application, the Second Assistant Postmaster-General said he 
had not the money to put on the service asked for, has gone on and 
reversed the whole previous policy of Congress in this regard. 

I have before me, Mr. Chairman, the history of that service, begin- 
ning in 1870 and coming down to 1877, as it is presented in the report 
of the Post-Office Department. The highest rate paid for this steam- 
boat service during all those years was in 1570, when it amounted to 
$20,695. Pursuing the course indicated by the judgment of the Post- 
master-General, it continued to decrease year after year untilit reached 


in 1877 $17,685. The railway mail service had gradually, as railroads | 


were built throughout the country, supplied the place of this steam- 
boat service, but, as I have said, unwillingly for the last two or three 
years; and merely upon the simple suggestion by the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General to a member who wanted additional steamboat 
service that he had not the money for the purpose, this House has been 


blindly pushing forward that steamboat service until to-day we have | 


reached a higher appropriation for it than at any time since the war. 
We are now, by appropriating $23,329, reversing the old policy and 
going backward. The building of railroads to take the place of this 
service does not seem to reduce appropriation, and applications con- 
tinue to be made to the Government to put on further steamboat serv- 
ice, and the result is as I have stated. Along all our rivers are rail- 
roads already carrying the mails, and the Government has been con- 


gratulated on the fact of this new and better service. Yet, sir, for | 


two or three years this House has seen fit to ignore all this and put 
steamboat service where it is possible to do it. 

My friend says that we need this service in South Carolina. He 
says further that we need it in Louisiana and in various other places. 


Has the gentleman given this House or can he give the House athor- | 


ough statement of the condition of the railway mail service in that 
section? It has an immense star-route service, which has almost 
doubled within the last few years. That being so, we are not to be 
guided, and I trust we will not be guided, by these impromptn and 
ill-considered statements as to appropriations on a bill carrying forty- 
odd millions of dollars. There is something to be learned from the 
natural growth of the service. It is its history from which we can 
adduce its wants, and I undertake to say that no gentleman in this 


House or in the Post-Office Department, from the highest official to | 


the lowest, can reach any satisfactory conclusion as to the wants of 
the service in any given branch of it unless by astudy of that service. 

Mr. KING. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly. 

Mr. KING. I wish to know whether the steamboat service through- 
out the country at large has been increased } 


Mr. BLOUNT. I have so stated, and given figures showine +) 
; crease. 
Mr. KING. From the statement of the gentleman from Keninai 

| we are led to infer it had decreased. Now, I know the state ea 
| the gentleman in reference to the State of Louisiana js perfectly . - 
} rect. . 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ido not remember the statement of the een) 
from Kentucky, but I speak from the official data found jp 4 
ports of the Post-Office Department itself. Every statement 11. > 
made comes with the sanction of the Postmaster-Genera], = ~~ 

Mr. KING. I know the demand, the natural and legitimao; 
mand, for increase of steamboat service in the State of Lonisia, 
felt by citizens residing on the banks of those rivers, wee 

Mr. BLOUNT. So far as that is concerned, if the service y 
| properly adjusted the gentleman might have the service he want 
There is undoubtedly service on many of our rivers which ought to h, 
abandoned; but the administration of that Department, putting sery 
ice here and there, star routes and steamboat service, shows j/ « 
are to learn anything from the past, the actions of the officers of ¢ os 
Department are not based on the judgment of the Department. 
in reference to the particular service asked for, but granted in » a 
ance with the individual judgment of members. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection the formal amen, 
will be withdrawn. 

There was no objection. 

The question recurred on Mr, UPSON’s amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 21, noes (4 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. UPSON. I give notice I shall demand a yea-and-na 
that amendment in the House. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment being rejected, there y 
no opportunity for a vote on it in the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 









For inland transportation by steamboat routes, $7,875,001 


Mr. HASKELL. I move to strike out “$7,875,000,” and i: 
thereof to insert “$3,260,000.” 
Now, Mr. Chairman, the post-route bill of the last session of ( 


u 
1.599 
a) 


| gress contained provision for 1,300 new star routes. The 
| will be reported at this session of Congress will contain about sey: 
hundred additional routes. That will make in all about two thousa: 
new star routes which will be legalized and ready for service on + 
Ist day of July next. The amendment sent to the Clerk’s desk is : 
estimate of the Department. I have very little to say in urging ¢! 
} amendment, as it is generally understood by the members of 

| House. In my judgment the full amount of the estimate ought: 
be appropriated. The committee seem to be of the other opin 
In offering the amendment I simply wanted to afford the House 
opportunity of increasing it up to the estimates of the Depart 

if they saw fit. I believe it will be needed. 

It is useless for me to enter upon a long dissertation concerning 
the importance to the people of this country of the star-route ser 
ice. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I ask that the amendment be ag 
reported. 

The Clerk read the amendment. 

Mr. CANNON, of Dlinois. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to this 
| amendment for the reason I am satisfied the amount recommended 
by the Committee on Appropriations is ample for the star service 

In my opinion, the estimate of the Second Assistant Postmaster 
General for star service is not reliable, and for that matter, was no! 
last year. For the last fiscal year we appropriated for this serv 
$6,000,000 and the Second Assistant made a deficiency estimate for 
$2,000,000, amounting in all to $3,000,000 ; of this deficiency we appr 
priated $1,100,000, making the total appropriation for star servi 
last year $7,100,000. 

Now, when I consult the Sixth Auditor’s report I find that the act 
payments for star service last year were $6,925,274.98, which is $ 
725.02 less than the appropriation, and this, too, after we had retuse( 
to appropriate $900,000 of the amount estimated for by the Secone 
Assistant Postmaster-General; and from the best information I ca 
get, I am satisfied there will be at least $100,000 of this appropriatio: 
covered back into the Treasury. So that the figures show that t's 
| service last year cost less than $7,000,000. 

Now for the current year the appropriation for the star service's 


8 











| $7,375,000 ; that is to say, $375,000 more than the service in fact 


last year. The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, in making ") 
his estimates for the coming year for this service, fixes the amount 4 
$8,260,000, an increase over the cost of last year of $1,200,000; an 
| over the appropriation of the current year of $325,000. The Com 


mittee on Appropriations recommend for this service the coming ye! 
$7,875,000, an increase over the current year of $500,000, an amo ns 
in my opinion, ample to more than cover the cost of all_necessa 
service, including a large amount of new service. The Commit" 


| on Appropriations knew the anxiety of the House to be libera 


And I will say here, Mr. Chairman, that to my mind tb 
Assistant Postmaster-General is not fair and candid to € . 
| the countryin his statements in connection with the estimates! 
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| this service, and went, in their recommendation, beyond wat 
| believed necessary to furnish every needed facility. 
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car earvice, as Well in what he states as in what be omits. For in- 
star Sie page 76 of the Postmaster-General’s report, he says: 
- ‘improvements in the star service during the last year are fully shown inthe 
cal tables accompanying this report, but [ will add that, in pursuance of the 
, rn vy of your predecessor, this service is now (having gone into operation 
n ist of J nly last) practically double what it was on the 30th June last in the 
ier e Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, North 
. South Carolina,and Florida. It is not yet whatit ought to be throughout 
vreat States, and in many others, or what it will be under a continued wise 
istration and generous legislation 












‘ow this statement, taken in connection with what precedes and 
‘ows it, leads one to suppose that the doubling of service in the 
crates mentioned largely increased the cost of the service, and is 
snarently thrown in as a make-weight in favor of a large increase 
f \propriation. In answer to inquiry a few days ago I received a 
-ahulated statement at the Department showing that, notwithstand- 






-+he doubling of the service in the States mentioned, the cost of | 


same 


-nan it was for one-half the same service prior to that time; which 


dis . | ro 8 
eonlated statement is as follows: 
+ of star service June 30, 1879, as compared aith amount under the let- 

. ting of service to commence July 1, 1830. 
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Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I move to strike out the last word of the 

® amendment, and yield my time to the gentleman from Illinois. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will rise to receive a message 
from the Senate. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. HUNTON having taken the 
chairas Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 
2038) making appropriations for completing the compilation and pub- 
lishing the returns of the tenth census; aiso, Senate resolution No. 
146,a joint resolution to provide for the printing and distribution of 
the index of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD semi-monthly ; also, a Sen- 

ate concurrent resolution providing for the printing of 15,560 copies 
of the report of the Smithsonian Institution for the year 1880; in 
which bill and resolutions concurrence was requested. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the res- 
lution of the House providing for the printing of 2,500 extra copies 

the report,of the health office of the District of Columbia. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL, 

The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Again, the Second Assistant Postmaster- 
‘eneral informs us on page 79, in further speaking of the estimates 
01 the star service, that there is to be a new letting in New York and 
other States, as follows : 

Then the regular advertisement has been issued inviting proposals for carrying 
the mails on all star routes in New England, New York, New Jersey, Pennsvlva. 
nia Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia for the new contract term 
ot tour years commencing July 1, 1881. The intention is to give to such of these 
tates a8 may need them facilities superior to those now in operation. The bids 
tor the new Service cannot reasonably be expected to be as low as those made in 

“0, upon which the present service is being performed. 


‘ 
4 
i 


Tn View of the fact to which I have just called the attention of 
‘ae committee, that as much again service in the States south and 
one west costs less than it did under the former contract prior to Ist 
ete’ I apprehend we are Justified in believing that the service 
10 be let on the 1st of July next will also cost less. The truth is, 
ther has been a great revival of business, but that very fact legiti- 
mately tends to decrease the expense of carrying the mails on the 
star routes in the older sections of the country, because wherever 
telcee te routes doa passenger business or an express business or a 
roy oo a there it is very important to the contractors to add 
therefore its by the carrying of the mails; and the competition, 
the cat ect from this increase of business is liable to cheapen 
plains the ace instead of increasing its cost. That no doubt ex- 
yaad a: = in the new contracts commencing Ist of July last 
than it ice, double in amount what it was last year, is cheaper 
was last year under contract made four years ago. 


under the new letting, commencing Ist of July last, was less | 
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IT again say, therefore, that it was the desire of the Committee on 
Appropriations not only to be liberal, but to be more than liberal; to 
recommend to the House an appropriation of money to take care of 
this service North and South and East and West, and more than 
enough. And when we recommend an increase of half a million dol- 
lars over and above the amount forthe current year, with these facts 
staring us in the face, we felt we did recommend more than enough 

Now, Mr. Chairman, a word in conclusion. Under a wise adminis 
tration of the Post-Oftice Department, in my opinion the cash of t! 
star service will from this time forward decrease. There are i 
round numbers 10,000 star-routes upon which this service is being per- 
formed. Last year on one hundred and seven of these routes, 
Texas, Colorado, California, and the Territories, the cash of service 
was in round numbers at the rate of $3,200,000 per annum, nearly as 
much as upon the 9,900 other routes. The completion of tha South- 
ern Pacific Railroad, .nd the near completion of the Northern Pacifi 
Railroad, as well as the rapid construction of railroads elsewhere in 
the western part of the country, is making and will continue to make 
unnecessary year by year the great expensive star routes, and I trust 
that a vigilant and wise administration of the Department, upon the 
one hand, in spending these appropriations, and a vigilant inquiry by 
Congress in making these appropriations, upon the other, will give 
the country not only a good and suflicient, but also an economical 
service. The amendment of the gentleman from Kansas, in my opin- 








| ion, should not prevail. 


Mr. HASKELL. I have been informed, also, by the Post-Ofiice 
Department of the facts stated by the gentleman trom Illinois [ Mr. 
CANNON] concerning the cost of the old service; and it has gratitied 
me very much to know that the mail contracts at the present time 
are being let cheaper than they were some years since. But that re 
fers to the old service. That refers to the routes already established 
For the 2,000 new routes not yet let formally—service having beer 
put on them temporarily until they could be let—for the 2,000 new 
routes provided tor by Congress there is only $275,000 set apart by) 
this bill. I simply doubt the judgment of the committee as to that 
amount. Ido not believe it will be enough. 

That is my judgment, taking into consideration and assuming that 


| what the gentleman from Illinois saysconcerning the Southern States 


will be true in the West, that the old service, although increased in 
number of trips, will not be increased materially in the cost of the 
service. The fact remains that we have this immense number of new 
routes, and from all the information I could gather $275,000 was not 
enough. Hence the amendment I made to increase it. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I desire simply to make one statement. Last 
year we appropriated $5,900,000 for this star service. We passed a 
supplemental bill in the shape of a deficiency, appropriating $1,100,000 
more; and in the same supplemental bill we appropriated a furthe 
amount of $100,000 for new service, making an aggregate of the orig 
inal appropriation bill, with these deficiencies, of $7,375,000 given to 
this star service for the present fiscal year. 

The bill now before the committee takes those items, deficiencies 


|} and all, includes them all, and adds $500,000 more to that to meet 


the increase of the star service. That is the proposition of the bill. 
The amendment offered by the gentleman from Kansas proposes to 
; 
3 


| supplement this bill by adding $335,000 more. 


Now, sir, I beg the Committee of the Whole to see what it is that 
is asked to-day. Itisasked to appropriate the amount deemed neces- 
sary in the appropriation bill a year ago plus $1,200,000 plus $500,000 
more, and then to add $535,000 to this aggregated sum. Ido not 
believe that the service demands it, and I trust the amendment will 
not be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kansas, [ Mr. HASKELL, |] which the Clerk willagain report 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 86 strike out ‘' $7,875,000" and insert ‘'38,260,00;"' so that it will read 

‘For inland transportation by star routes, 33,260,000. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it was not agreed to 

The Clerk read the following: 


bags and mail-bag catchers, $185,00 


For mail- 

Mr. MONEY. [I offer the amendment which I send to the desk 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In lines 38 and 99 strike ont 
read : 

‘*For mail bags and mail-bag catchers, $220, 000.’ 





$185,000" and insert ‘ $220,000;"' so that it will 


Mr. MONEY. I desire the Clerk to read what I have marked on 
pages 80 and 81 of the report of the Second Assistant Postmaster-Gen- 
eral. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The accompanying table, (G,) prepared for the appendix of the Postmaster-Gen 
eral’s annual report, shows that the total number of new mail-bags of every «dé 
scription purchased and put into service during the year was 64,393, of which 10,963 
were locked pouches and 53,435 were tie sacks, being, altogether, a decrease, com 
pared with the preceding year, of 39,623 mail-bags; that the number of mail-catc! 
ers purchased, besides extra appurtenances thereto, was 300, and that the tota 
expense of mail-bags and mail-catchers, including repairs, &c., was $146,601." 
being a decrease in expense of 323,664.50 cease with the preceding yea 

The total number of mail-bags repaired « 
total cost of their repairs was $42,191.91; an increase in quantity of 6,925 and in 
cost of $4,573.31 compared with the preceding year. 

With the current fiscal year the mail service has set in with largely increased 
demands for mail-bags, caused not only by the expansion of mail facilities, butalso 
by the fact that thousands of old damaged mail-bags which were reclaimed and 
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uring the year was 363,352, and the 
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: e ye N ny refe e to the in- 
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Ss s ) ine ti t 
st-office of the « 
4 a ( per cent to justify 
ppropriation of mendment. 
en also wi hard winter ; 
‘ s been much delay and detentic ig of the mails, 
and they have accumulated at times toag t upon the vari- 
es. When the winter is open, and there is no obstruction upon 

‘ wa nes, there is no difficulty in transporting the mails; but 
v he é mails umulate at any point by reason of obstruction of 
he great trun] nes of the country, there is demanded a greater 
number of bags and pouches for their transport 

Here the hammer fell. 

Mi BLA KBUR \. W hate ver Gi se ¢ r, ere neve is 
any want of excuses irged Post-Otfice Department for 
the estimates they subm 

We are giving this item of the l the sun >1e5,000 ; precisely 
the amount that was appropriated for 1879, for 1s80, and for 1881. 
For three years } the Post-Oflice Department has had precisely the 

mount of money for this purpose which this bill proposes to appro- 
] and there is no deficiency. From the report of the Post-Office 
Department I find that for last year there has been spent for this 
purpose only 3166,530.51, although $185,000 was appropriated. 

Now to go back to other years. I have said that for the last three 


years $185,000 eacl 


For 


75,000, and for 1876 


year was appropriated for this purpose. 


in7s there was appropriated $200,000 ; for 1877 $1 


$210,000. Therefore it would seem that there has not been such an 
nerease in expenditures under this item. For the year 1876 there 
iated, as I have said, $210,000; for the year 1878 $200,000, 





ast three years there has not been annually appropriated 
$185,000, Yet Litind that only $166,530.51 was paid ou 
during the last tiscal year for this purpose. 


lhe Committee on Appropriations does not iee! that would be 
warranted in making an appropriation in excess of any that has 
been made for the last three years for this purpose, in view of the 


fact that it has proven amply sufficient. This item of expenditures 
v the Post-Office Department shows a shrinkage instead of an in- 
e from year to year. I trust, therefore, the amendment will not 
be agreed To. 
Mr. MONE) nove to strike out the last word for the purpose of 
replying to the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLack- 
IN He makes the same statement of facts that I complained of, 
that tor three or four years past the same appropriation has been made 
for a business which has increased this year 16 per cent. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
@ecic 


Mr. MONEY. Certainly. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Then why is it that the Postmaster-General 
last year, with $185,000 in his hands for this purpose, let the service 


run so low as to spend only $166,000 ? 
Mr. MONEY. If the gentleman had done me the honor to listen to 


what I said—— 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I did listen to the gentleman very carefully. 
Mr. MONEY said that becanse the time of the contract for sup- 
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ee 
plying these bags and p ache s was about to expire, and the i. 
ment wanted to obtain a different class and better order of Neat a. ‘ 
an improved device for closing the bags, the expenditures Were nits, : 
the extent they would otherwise have been. sis ; 
The gentleman himeelf has furnished a sufficient reason wh. ; 
appropriation should be increased asI have suggested, Tt fo hes 3 ; 
the business of the country hasincreased. New York City alone «a 
| out on an average every day five hundred let ter-pouches and: is t 
sand six hundred canvas sacks. Last year the increase of Iync;, 
was 14 per cent., and yet no increased appropriation is made f oe 
plying mail-bags and mail-pouches. The gentleman himself } Bs : . 
nished the very reason why this appropriation should be raised to +),,. 
amount I have indicated. It is because of the small amounts wh;,. . 
have heretofore been appropriated, and,as I have already eaj,_ 
that reason $40,000 less was eX} ended tor new bags last ve os 
the year before. ‘ : 
Mr. BLACKBURN. It was the same appropriation as 
the year betore. 
Mr. MONEY. And for the same reason—— 
Mr. BLACKBURN. And for the year before that. 
Mr. MONEY. We have had this increase of business 
Last year the increase was 14 per cent., and this year the jney, 
has been 16 per cent. over last year, and it is proposed now to 
priate only the same amount that was appropriated last y W 
cannot transport the mails properly unless we have a sufficient | 
ber of bags and pouches in which to doit. Of course, if there js 
money on hand, so much the better. I congratulate the Denar 
that it has been able to save money out of the small appropr 
ailowed by Congress. But taking into consideration the ine 
business of the country and the dilapidated condition of the} 
and pouches heretofore used, I say this amount is absolut , 
sary. I withdraw now my pro forma amendment, and hope t 
amendment to the paragraph will be adopted. 
The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. Monry t 
crease the appropriation for mail-bags and mail-bag catchers 
$185,000 to $220,000, and it was not agreed to. 
The Clerk read the following 
For miscellaneous items, $1,000. 
Mr. DUNN. I ask consent to go back to line 55 in order to offer 
amendment. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I must object. 
Mr. DUNN. Then | offer the amendment which I send to the C] 
desk, to come in after the paragraph relating to miscellaneous 
just read. 
The Clerk read as follows: " 
The Postmaster-General shall, out of the appropriations hereinbefore r 
all proper and necessary arrangements to place a second daily mail and post ; 
service, with necessary equipment, from Saint Louis, Missouri, to Texa 
Texas. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I make the point of order that this amend 
not germane to the pending paragraph. We have passed the matt 
| of railroad transportation. 
Mr. DUNN. I hope the gentleman will not press that point 
Mr. BLOUNT. In addition, the amendment is new legislation 1 nr 
in the interest of economy. » % 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the fact of an amendm 
not being germane to the paragraph is not sufficient to rule it out, i! ‘ 
it be germane to the bill. But at the same time the Chair must h 
that this amendment proposes new legislation which does not in\ 3 
retrenchment of expenditures in any of the three methods pro 
by the rule. ; 
The Clerk read as follows: . 
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General | 
For manufacture of adhesive postage-stamps, of official stamps, and of news} d 
per and periodical stamps, $105,000: Provided, That the condition attached tot | 
item of appropriation for the ‘‘manufacture of adhesive postage-stamps, 4 
the first section of the “act making appropriations for the service of the Pos . 
Otlice Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for other purposes ‘ 
approved March 3, 1879, which condition is in the following words, namely, ‘It 53 I 
stamps can be furnished by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing of the Treas } 
Department at less than the same now cost, the work of printing the same s . 
given to said bureau when not in violation of existing contracts,” be, and the sa ; 
is hereby, repealed. . 
Mr. HUNTON. I move to strike out the proviso of this paragra] Ie 
beginning in line 104 and terminating at the end of the paragra] _ 
My purpose in moving this amendment is to obtain an understand, 
of what is designed by the proviso. According to its language 
would appear that the effect will be to exclude the Bureau of bt 
graving and Printing of the Treasury Department from obtainins Fe 
this work, even though it should be the lowest bidder. It does see! = 
to me that if the Government can do this work more cheaply that! a 
can have it done, the work ought to be done by the Government. E 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing can do the work at less t “ 
would be paid for it if done elsewhere, then I think that bureau ou ti 





| 
i 
' 





to have the opportunity to bid for it. But Imake the motion men tor t 
for the purpose of obtaining an explanation of the proviso. , ) 


Mr. BLACKBURN. Upon the amendment offered by the gente wl 
man from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] let me say that the condition dh It i 
tached to a former Post-Office appropriation bill, which this provis® me! 

| seeks to repeal, was never (as shown by the Journal and the Recor? atiy 
passed as law at all; it never had the sanction of either House N 
Congress. When that appropriation bill went to the enrolling cie™ the 
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éor enrollment, the prov iso or condition which we here seek to repeal 
oo - not init. While it stands in the statutes, it was never agreed 
ae either House of Congress. I will say further, that it never ought 

; aaa ene agreed to by either House, for it h: ad not the effect of 
Oe +ting the Bureau of Engraving and Printing to come in as an 
Pe ea hidde rfor the m: vuking of these adhesive st: UNps; but its effect 
lude all other competitive bidders, and simply requi re the 


f Engr: aving and Printing to bid against existing rates. Now, 


) 
Lil ‘ 


sto ext 


it t that the ge entleman from Virgini: a does not want to sanction 
hing as that. I take it that no gentleman wants to give an 
; priv ilege like that to the Bure: wu of Engraving and Print 


. It : already has advantages enough. If it comes in as a bidder 
the same terms with the compe titive bidders of the country, it 
has advantages over each and allof them. It has its rent all 
' hi is its gas and its fuel fre e. The Government furnishes all 

s¢ ‘ich other bidders must supply for themselves. These are 
pe tages enough to be enjoyed i in this matter by the Bureau of En 
syne and Prin‘ing. The Committee on Appropri: itions, by insert- 
inte proviso, mean simply to repeal a condition in a former bill 


‘ ch permitted t the Bureau of Engraving and Printing to be the only 
vdder. provided it would undertake to do the work at less t! han ten 

nts pel thousand, which in round numbers is the present rate. That, 
T hold.1 body wants to sanction. 


More than that; if I had the power I would not permit the Bureau 
f Engraving a und Printing to compete at all for this work. Even if 


+ should be the lowest bidder, who is to be responsible for the deficit 
the bureau should bid too low to make the work remunerative ? 

I Government of the United States is responsible ; this bureau 
tlosea dollar. It might undertake to do the work at five cents 


thousand and lose three cents on every thousand; yet the Govern- 
ent itself would be the loser. There is no responsible party to in- 
r that byt york shall be done at the bid of this bureau without 
ss to the Government. 
Ire peat : all that this provi o does is to repeal a co md lition in the : 
rmer bill, which condition never was agreed to by either House o 
It crept in by mistake; and it has worked so inequitab!] y 
du as to shut out all competitive bidding throughout the 
ntry, and give the contract to the Bureau of Engraving and Prin 
provided it would bid lower than existing rates. I hope that the 
ere it of the gentleman from Virginia wil 

it the proviso in the bill will remain. 

Mr. HUNTON. I know nothing as to the manner in which tl 

inal provision was adopted. It is the law of the land, and t 
roviso seeks torepeal it. But Idesire to put to my friend from Ken- 
tucky this question: If the proviso in this paragraph should be re- 

ved, can the Bureau of Engraving and Printing be a competitor 
for the printing of these adhesive stamps? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will say to the gentleman from Virginia that 
my construction of the law would be 

HUNTON. Will the gentleman answer my question ? 

» BLACKBURN. What is it that the gentleman wants? Does 
he want me to give some other man’s ee I think that the Bu- 
reau of Engraving and Printing would, under the operation of this 
proviso, stand exactly upon an equality with other competitive bid- 
lers of the country, save and except that the Government furnishes 

) this bureau its rent, its fuel, and its light all free. 

Mr. HUNTON. If this proviso be retained, can the bureau come in 
as a competitor for this work ? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I should say that it could, but I hope it would 












ie ll not be adopted, and 
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HUNTON. I hope it would; and, believing that it would, I 
ithdraw the amendme nt. 
Che Clerk read as follows: 


For pay of agent and assistants to distribute postal cards, and expenses of 
ney, 37,300 . 
'. KING, I move to amend by inserting after the word “ cards,” 
1¢ 125, and before the word “ two a 
"B LACKBURN. I make the point that comes too late, as we 
ve ped that paragr: aph. 
*CHAIRMAN. The Clerk had read down to line 130, passing 
clause and one or two clauses after it. The gentleman from 
kena ky obje cts to going back, and the Clerk will therefore proceed 
h the reading of the bill. 
lhe Clerk read as follows: 


Office of Superintendent of Foreig n Mails 
r transportation of foreign mails $225,000. 


- DAVIS, of California. In line 140, after the word “ dollars.” 

1 ove to insert the followi ing: 
. Pr led, That the Postmaster-General is authorized to pay to the colonies of 
va v Ze ales and New South Wales, so much of the cost of the overland trans- 
tation of the British closed mails to and from Australia as he may deem just, 


ace t to exceed one-half of said cost, and the sum of $40,000 is hereby appropriated 
r that purpose. ; 


Mr 
om Be hairman, this proviso is substantially the same as the proviso 
It ‘ch was attached June last to the Post-Oftice appropriation bill. 
‘is varied somewhat in its wording, at the suggestion of the Depart- 


mo » 48 that previous proviso was found in a measure to be inoper- 
ve, 


N 


the ow, sir, I would say one word to this committee in reference to 
1 


cireumstances which authorize the offering of this proviso. The 





mails from Australia to Englar nd have the choice of 1 routes 18 
by the Red Sea and the other by the v ay of San Fra »and New 




















l 
York. This latter rot e is maintained solely by the « 3 Ne 
South Wales and New Zealand. The mails cart \ i 
ships and those shi; sare maintained by those « nies al x 
pense of $240,000 per annum. They cari r mails almos 
charge—at ' no charge except sea postage Phe exists ‘ . 
has broug t these colonies into close rela ) Vv ! ) } 
has bt ‘up business, i is maintained fri 
vrol cht tl two yples close ly to a lt S I ; 
business had increased to such dimensions an -” Was So 
favor that the exports of American produce Austr 
to $8,000,000, while their imports reached only $1,000,0 
Now, it would seem t » be the poli of our Government 
age so favorable relation, but so far from that our Governmen i 
ing itself of 2 privilege granted to it by the postal « ve 
Paris, charg hese colonies, in return for this trade and these ad 
es proposed for world-wide territorial trans 
We charge them twice as much f 
I ) 318 Charge i ‘ ae ¢ 
$a mat ) i ( ‘ 

1 5 > ua ba t re ‘ t 
charges, and that is allthis proviso intends to do—to remit and pa 
back to the colonies the extra charge we have made for the carrying 
of these mails ross our countr I mit to the comniitt ut 
this proviso should pass on either one of three grounds, nam at 
the present course is impolitic, that it is unjust, that it is illiberal 
It is impolitic inasmuch as it tends to destroy this communicat 
between these two peoples who are thus trying to get nearer to 
another. It is unjust, as they carry our mails trom the South Pacific 
Ocean and make almost no charg a for so doing—inds 
nothing but the sea postags It is impoli s it drives aw { i 
us 2 valuable trade and severs a relation which the mother country 
ot England has be n trving by every means r power to destro 
hoping to break up the trade which is rising re 
between these colonies and the United State 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to hay 
reported TO set wh ‘rein t alifers 1 t! i 
last Post-Office appropriation b 
The amendment was again read 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I now desire to have reas pl 
which is contained in the Post-Office appropriation law f 
rent fiscal ve 
The ¢ ler! I 70 Vv 
Pre That 1% aster-( é 
colonies of N land a Ne So 8 80 t 
land transportation of the Australian closed mails as he1 I ; 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Now, Mr. Chairman, if the com 
ill give me its attention for a few minutes I \ sts 1 I 
derstand to be the facts touching this amendment, and then of course 
if it t th t t thi wou ’ dont x t ’ 
ther to say 
Under t OS t 1 Great br i ome 
government, is a party, the transportation of the British close \ 
trom Great Britain to a pass through our territ« po i 
charge, which, by the way, is exceptional to the general rates under 
that treaty, owing mg line of transportation by rail from 
New York to San 5 N THIS LOtie io! the st Lis ‘ s male 
by the home gov it of Great B { t reat { 
ny rnment, th pa t o1 me T col s ot 
New Zealand and South W iles ive nothing to ao i es not 
come out of their treasury, and if remitted it would Lye the 
f Great B t to the treasur f those colon 
dthatr been done under t provision dur 
i] rent year gentleman’s proposition is to apy 
} t to tl a part of the mM) ] ric fo he t ns 
I hese mails and paid by Great Britain; in other words 
( d pays, say, $100,000 to us for transporting her mails under 
the treaty to the colonies over our territory, and the gentleman pro 
poses by this amendment to take, say, $40,000 of the money we g 
fromthe home governmentof Great Britain and give it to the co 
Now, «ve do have certain agreements or arrangements with the col 
onies not touching t closed mails but for the transmission of mails 
for instance, f the Jlony to Canada and otber countries thar 
Great Britain They are not to be affected by this amendmet It 
occurred to me that this, perhaps, was an awkward way to make a 
gift of forty or fitty thousand dollars a year to thes lonies, for that 
is what it amounts to. 
The gentleman from California, [ Mr. Davis, ] who offer 
amendment, justifies if as a means to build up our trade with these 


colonies, stating that our exports last year to them were over $3 1 000 


) nY i . ler { 1] «x ] { +} +’ 
and our imports only $1,000,000, Still we should not forget thatt 


compensation is received from Great Britain for services performed 
by us for that government under treaty and tr: ont stion of het 





mails. And while in some respec: ts I nave no great admiration for 
the policy ot Great Britain, yet I do recollect that see 1s the ther 
country, and I recollect that she takes over one-half of all the ex 
ports of this country, enormous as they are, that we send out to the 


world amounting to many hundreds of millions of dollars, so that if 
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amended by adding the following words thereto: 
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we are to give this $40,000 to any government as an evidence of our 


good-will or to promote trade, or because it is not equitable for us to 
keep it, it occurs to me it is best to remit it to Great Britain. The 
truth is, in my opinion, that we fairly earn the money and that it 
should remain in our own Treasury. I desired to state the facts as I 
nnderstand them, and having stated them I leave the question for 
the consideration of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
tleman from California. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 61, noes Y7. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, I wil of the 
Committee of the Whole House that the footing up of this second 
section of the bill be amended to make it correspond with the amend- 
ments incorporated by the Committee of the Whole. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes that the gentleman would 


have a right to do that. 7 
figures before me, and will 
eae 


TY eames ee ee he cen- 
The question is on the amendment of the gen 


l ask the consent 


Mr. BLACKBURN. I have the correct tig 

move to sirike out “ $1,915,258” and insert in lieu thereof‘ 
There was no objection. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Now, Mr. Chairman, it appears by the report 
of the Postmaster-General that the Post-Oftice Department is sub- 
iected to unusual and exorbitant charges by the Saint Louis Bridge 
Company for the transportation of the mails over the Mississippi 
River at Saint Louis. Under the provision of the act amendatory of 
the act incorporating that company, which will be found on page 123 
of the Statutes at Large, it will be seen that by the second section of 
an act amendatory of an act approved the 26th of July, 1566, au- 
thorizing the construction of certain bridges and establishing them 


as post-roads, that this bridge is constituted and declared a post-road ; 





~ 


§ $2,005,258. 


for the second section reads: 


Be it further enacted, That the said corporation may execute a mortgage, issue 
bonds, * * * and they are authorized to throw a bridge across the Mississippi 
River, which bridge when constructed shall be a post-road to carry the mails of the 
United States and to enjoy the rights and privileges of other post-roads, &c. 


So that to remedy the difficulty under which the Department is now 
laboring I will ask unanimous consent to go back and insert at the 
proper place in this bill the following amendment. 

Before that amendment is read, however, I will ask to have read 
half a dozen lines from a letter from the Postmaster-General. 

rhe Clerk read as follows: 


Che second section of the act of July 20, 1268, authorizing the construction of 
bridge between East Saint Louis and Saint Louis, should in my judgment be 
umended to read: “and no higher charge shall be made for the transportation 
ver the same of the mails of the United States than the rate per mile paid for their 


transportation over the railroads or public highways leading to said bridge. 
rhe amendment is as follows: 


And the second section of an act entitled ‘“‘An act amendatory of an act approved 
July 26, 1866, entitled ‘An act to authorize the construction of certain brides and 
to establish them as post-roads,’ approved July 20, 1868,"’ be, and the same is hereby, 
and no higher charge shall be 
made for the transmission over the same of the mails of the United States than the 
rate per mile paid for their transportation over the railroads or public highways 
eading to said bridge. ; 


Mr. WELLS. I object, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Then I give notice that I shall offer this 
amendment before asking the previous question in the House. 


Mr. WELLS. I trust the gentleman will not press that amend- 





Mr. BLACKBURN. I made the request that I might go back to 
the clause of the bill to which this is properly attached, which is 
found upon the fourth page of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so stated. The gentleman from 
Missouri says that he objects. The Chair, however, stated that the 
gentleman from Kentucky asked unanimous consent that the amend- 
ment should be read. Of course the gentleman from Missouri could 
not object until he knew what the substance of the proposed amend- 
nent was. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Does the Chair hold that the gentleman from 
Missouri has a right to exclude the amendment by his objection ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds he has that right. 

Mr. BLOUNT. It seems to me that the amendment is in order. 

rhe CHAIRMAN, The amendment would be in order if offered at 
the proper time, undoubtedly; but this is a request for unanimous 
consent to go back and insert the amendment at some other point in 
the bill. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ido not see why it is necessary to go back. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
WELLS] merely reserved the point of order, not the point as to where 
the amendment should come in. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the point of order which the gentleman 
makes, that you cannot return to a clause already passed upon. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Did the gentleman state he should 
object to returning, or simply that he reserved the point of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman simply reserved the point of 
order; and thisis a point of order affecting the manner of proceeding. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I thought the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had got the right to go back. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. No, sir; I had asked unanimous consent to go 
ACK. 
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I move the committee rise and report the bill with the amendmen: 
to the House for its action. Bh 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having res», 
the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Wha 
on the state of the Union had iad under consideration the bil] ; HP 
No. 6972) making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office J), 
partment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other i 
poses, and had directed him to report the same back to the He od 
with sundry amendments. , 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. KENNA, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 4}; 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled bills and jo;,, 
resolutions of the following titles ; when the Speakersigned the gia - 

A bill (H. R. No. 6614) making appropriations for the support 
the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889 ana 
other purposes ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 369) making an appropriation for filling 
up, draining, and placing in good sanitary condition the grounds south 
ot the Capitol along the line of the old canal, and for other purposes : 

A bill (S. No. 1396) authorizing the persons therein named to ac, ept 
of certain decorations and presents therein named from foreign 
ernments, and for other purposes ; 

A bill (S. No. 1618) to amend section 555 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the District of Columbia ; 

A bill (S. No. 1922) for the relief of Brigadier-General and Breve: 
Major-General Edward O. C. Ord, United States Army; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 144) authorizing the loan of certain flacs 
and bunting to the committee on inaugural ceremonies, . 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Before demanding the previous question on th 
Post-Office appropriation bill reported from the Committee of the - oo 
Whole, I offer the amendment which I send to the Clerk’s desk. | 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And the second section of an act amendatory of an act approved July 26, [5,} 1266 
entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the construction of certain ctdoes and to establi 
them as post-roads, approved July 20, 1868," be, and the same is hereby, amended 
by adding the following words thereto: ‘‘And no higher charge shall be made { 
the transmission over the same of the mails of the United States than the rate per a 
mile paid for their transportation over the railroads or public highways leading t 
said bridge.” 

Mr. BLACKBURN. As I see that amendment is to create no little et 
discussion, and as I was offering it in my own right and not under 





Joint 


ot 


» and for 


vroy- 
BUY 






the instructions of the Committee on Appropriations, I will withdraw : 
it. I now ask the previous question on the bill and amendments re- a 
ported by the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. . 
The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered, i ] 
The SPEAKER. The question is first on the amendments reported * 
by the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Is ther S sicl 
a separate vote asked on any of the amendments? ) 
Mr. WARNER. I think on account of its importance there should s 
be a separate vote on the amendment of the gentleman from Cal 
fornia, [Mr. PaGe.] It amounts practically to a subsidy. } 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands no separate vote is asked ) 
except on the amendment adopted on motion of the gentleman fi ) 
Calitornia. The question is on agreeing to the other amendments 
The amendments on which a separate vote was not asked wer S 


agreed to. 
The amendment of the Committee of the Whole on which a sepa- 4 
rate vote was asked was read, as follows: a 


‘ 
In line 149, after the word “dollars,” insert the following ; . 
‘* Provided, That the Postmaster-General is authorized to pay to the colonies ot ‘ 
New Zealand and New South Wales so much of the cost of the overland transporta- \ 


tion of the British closed mails to and from Australia as he may deem just, not « 

ceeding one-half of said cost; and the sum of $40,000 is hereby appropriated : i 

that purpose.’ 4 
The question being taken, there were—ayes ¢1, noes J0. 
So (further count not being called for) the amendment was agreed to 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a thit 

time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the passage of the Dill, a 














will be taken by yeas and nays as required by the rule. \ 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 225, nays , 00 \ 
voting 64; as follows: eg 

YEAS—228, V 
Acklen, Blount, Clark, Alvah A, Davis, Joseph J. } 
Aiken, Bouck, Clark, John B. Davis, Lowndes H 
Aldrich, N. W. Bowman, Clements, De La Matyr, , 
Aldrich, William Boyd, Clymer, Deuster, 
Anderson, Bragg, Cobb, Dibrell, t 
Atherton, Brewer, Coffroth, Dickey, Nor 
Atkins, Briggs, Colerick, Dunn, | 
Bachman, Brigham, Conger, Dunnell, 
Baker, Browne, Converse, Einstein, 8 
Bayne, Burrows, Cook, Elam, is 
Beale, Butterworth, Covert, Ellis, 
Beltzhoover, Cabell, Cowgill, Ewing, sa 
Berry, Caldwell, Cox, Felton, : 
Bicknell, Calkins, Cravens, Ferdon, M 
Bingham, Cannon, Crowley, Field, ha 
Bisbee, Carlisle, Culberson, Finley, my 
Blackburn, Carpenter, Daggett, Forney, tt 
Blake, Chalmers, Davidson, Forsythe, T 
Bland, Chittenden, Davis, George R. Fort, 
Bliss Claflin, Davis, Horace, Frye, 
> 
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Overton, Speer Mr. SPEER. I give notice that at the earliest practicable moment 
re x acheco Se I will call up this case for action. 
ns Steele, ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Stevenson 





Many MEMBERS. Regular order! § 





n, Be nj. F. Phist Lalbott, The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
1, Edward 1 . Poehler Caylor Esra B.. from New Jersey, [Mr. ROBESON, } that the House now adjourn. 
, Joseph J. Pount Robert 7 


The question was taken; 


and upon a division there were— 
noes 103. 


ayes YS 












































g Villm: in Before the result of the vote was announced, 
: ‘ Townshend, R. W Mr. CONGER called for tellers. 
3 ee nah _ Tellers were ordered; and Mr. WILLITs and Mr. BICKNELL were 
hbmond, rurner, Thomas appointed. ; 
bertson, Cyler, a House again divided ; andthe tellers reported that there were 
cobeson, Updegraff, J. T. i aves 93, noes 96. 
ret Uber Thomas Be fore the result of this vote was announced, 
-uasell. W.A. Urner Mr. CONGER called for the yeas and nays. 
Ryan, Thomas tine, The yeas and nays were ordered. 
x von. John W Val rT I kT} . g te oY 
Ryon, John W. yan > rman) rhe question was taken; and there were—yeas 104, nays 103, not 
. Samford ¥ oorhis -atine 5: aa follows: - 
és Sapp, Waddill voting So; as follows: ——— 
Sawver Wait. YEAS—104 
J Scoville Warnei Aldrich, N. W. Dunne McCoid Ryan, Thomas 
, } Shallenberger, Washburn, Aldrich, William Einstein, McGowan, Sapp 
il Neal Shelley, Wellborn Anderson Ferdon, McKenzie Shallenberger 
58 New Sherwin, Wells, Baker Field McKinley Sherwin 
Nicholls, Simonton, Wilber, Barber Forsythe Miller Smith, A. Hert 
Norcross, Singleton, J. W. Williams, Thomas Bayne r Mills Speer 
. O'Connor, Singleton, O. R. Willis, Bisbee e Mitche Starin 
oe O'Neill, Slemons, Willits, Blake, Monroe, Stone 
ie O'Reilly, Smith, A. Herr Wilson, Bowman Morton Taylor, Ezra B 
- Orth, Smith, William E. Yocum, Boyd John March rhomas 
Osmer Sparks, Young, Thomas L. Brewer Newberry Thompson, P. B 
gb ited Briggs, Hi Norcross, Cyler 
NAYS—0. Brigham li O Neil! Updegratf, Thomas 
NOT VOTING—64. Burrow s H rth I rer 
én Kellev tit Calkins rh Valentine, 
aa Fisher Killinger Thompeon, W. ( ee aes ve ee 
Ba JSRCr, eel 0 mene Sw Carpenter, Humphrey, Van Voorhis, 
Ford Lapham, lownsend, Amos, Chittenden Tones. I Voorhis 
we Frost Loring, Vance, Conger, Keife Po ‘ 
ow Gibson, Marsh, Van Voorhis, Cowgill Ke te cham Pres hburn 
rd Gillette Miles, Ward, Crowlev, Kitchin Py Wellborn 
t Hammond, John Muidrow, Weaver Culberso1 Knot R: Wilber 
ok Harris, Benj. W. Myers, White, Daggett Lindsey teed Williams, C. G. 
mp Hawley, Newberry, Whiteaker, Davis, George R. Lowe, Rice Willits 
. ee — Wwilen Davis, Horace Martin, Joseph J Robinson Yocum 
Henkle, Ray, Williams, C.G Dunn fasor Russell. W. A. Young. Thomas] 
ay Houk, Richardson, D.P. Wise, ” ™ 
eering Hubbell, Rothwell, Wood, Fernando NAYS—1 
Hutchins, Russell, Daniel L. Wood, Walter A. Acklen euste Klot Samford 
¥ James, Scales, : Wright, Atkins. Dibrell Ladd. Sawver 
Joyce, Smith, Hezekiah B. Young, Casey. Bachman Dicke Le Fevre Shelley 
< : ie : d Beale, Elam Manning, Simontor 
50 the bill was passed. Beltzhoover, Ellis Martin, Edward L. Singleton, J. W 
The following pairs were announces Bicknell Swing McLane, Singleton, O. R 
Mr, FisHeR with Mr. BRIGHT, Mr. F ‘ISHER being absent because of | Blackburn, ink MeMahor Slemons, 
nes | Bland orne McMillin Smith, William E. 
SICKDESS Blount, Geddes Money Sparks, 
r. Evins with Mr. WarRD. Brace. Goode. Morrison Sakon 
+, HUTCHINS with Mr. WALTER A. Woop. | Cabell Gunter Muller Steel 
. JAMES with Mr. O’BRIEN. aldwell, Hammond, N. J Myers, Stevenson 
Wr V e09e. Ww \ kK halmers, Harris, John T New ralbott, 
. YounG, of Tennessee, with Mr. HovuK. on gy Se iH O'Cont Tillman, 





fr, FERNANDO Woop with Mr. TOWNSEND of Ohio. 








lark, John B. 


eer 





Pail) 
O hey, 


lownshend, R. W. 


( 
( 
( 
. . 7 ( 
Mr. BUCKNER with Mr. CRAPO, on all questions and votes except to | Clements, fenry Persons Tucker, 
ke a quorum. ys gl Herbert cae a urmer, + a 
Mr. VANCE with Mr. BALLOU. Oalerk k ndon Phis ps oo 10mas 
Mr. ROTHWELL with Mr. Dick, , Converse Poehler Waddill, 
Mr. HosTETLER with Mr. BUTTERWORTH, for the remainder of the | Cook, Reagan, Warner 
1 Covert, Richardson, J. 5. Wells 
‘ravens Richmond Williams, Thomas 
RRETT with Mr. SCALES. VENven , oi ee ane vr amne, LRCERAS 
Davidson, Robertson, y LL 
on DROW with Mr. MILEs. | Davis, Joseph J. Ross Wilso 
Mr. R OBESON with Mr. NICHOLLS, for the remainder of the day. Davis, Lowndes H. King Ryon, John W. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. NOT VOTING—*5 
\OTHWELL, is at his hotel sick and unable to be here. aie Hutchin S 3 


Mr. BLACKBURN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
is passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


table, 





Armfield, 
Atherton, 
| Bailey, 

















Scoville 
Smith, Hezekiah B, 


Stephens, 


TM. 7 ‘ Ball Taylor, Robert L. 
16 latter Motion was ag treed to. Bar low. Killinger, ‘Thompson, W. G. 
ore — — Bel Lapham, fownsend, Amos 
# ao ORDER OF BUSINESS, D Loring Updegraff, J. T 
ur. ROBESON. I move that the House now adjourn. } Lounsbery, Vance 
\fp ‘ . . ° , . 
‘it. SPEER. I ask the gentleman to yield to me to make a privi- | Bii ‘or Marsh, = =—ss Ward 
eg zed repo rt F Bouck, Frost Martin, Benj. F. Weaver 
; rR Bre . . . 9 aati Bright, ribson McCook, White, 
OBE I have no objection tothe gentieman’s submitting Browne, rille Miles Whiteaker 
@ repo rt. Buckner, Harmer Morse, Whitthorne, 
[CT y CONTEST—YEATES VS > y Butterworth, Harris, Benj. W. Muldrow, Wis 
ELECTION CONTEST—YEATES VS. MARTIN. ; —- : . ra? 
Mr. SPE " Camp, liawley, Neal, Wood, Fernando 
'. SPEER, from the Committee on Elections, submitted a report | Carlisle, Haves. Nicholls, Wood, Walter A. 
the contested-election case of Yeates vs. Martin, from the State of | Caswell Heilman O'Brien Wright, 


North Carolina 


Lid, 


esolved ° 


accompanied by the following resolutions: 


Hostetler, 
Houk, 


Richardson, D. P. 


Robeson, 


Young, Casey 





the That Joseph J. Martin was not elected and is not entitled to a seat in | 


ouse as a me mber of the Forty-sixth Congress from the first congressional 
of North C arolina. 


That Jesse J. Yeates was elected and is entitled to a seat in this House 


3a mer } ‘ 
wh ( cube t of the Forty-sixth C ongress from the first congressional district of 
Qo olina. 


Mr. FIELD. I ask consent to submit the views of the minority of 


— ommittee on Elections, and that they be printed with the report 
+ the majority. 


Th 
was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


( ‘offroth, Hubbell, 
Cox, Hurd, 


Rothwell, 
Russell, Daniel L. 


So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. 

The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk : 

Mr. Bouck with Mr. CLaFLIN, Mr. Bouck reserving the right to 
vote to make a quorum. 

Mr. TAYLOR with Mr. HUBBELL, for one week from this date. 

Mr. Smiru, of New Jersey, with Mr. HARMER, for the balance of this 
day. 


ere 





aE 
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tizens of Pert 
















































terstate comme! 

Also, the petit ‘ 

ig the Commissions 
littee on Agriculture 

Also, the petit oOo! 
the Committee « Wa 
tax « roprieta é 

By Mr. BAYNE: Re 
Bank of All ] 

ng bi te same 

By Mr. BELTZHOO) | 
the rehellio f A ~T . Py ‘ in increase of pen- igainst the reissue of the John A, Cummings patent i, 
sions of soldi« 10 ys —to t ( mitt Invalid nt in artificial gum o the Committee on Patents 

sere Meck r. STARIN: The petiti iah Wagar and 23 others 2 

By Mr. BREWER: 7 petiti of W. J. Ha ( d 24 other New York, for tl law to allow bounty i 
ute N i) tot s e committe t . 

] Mi ORT [ tition of « ens egislation , EPHENS: The petition of T. A. Scarborough and others ( I 
to prevent the spread euro-pneumonia—to the Cor ittee on | citizens of Johuson County, Georgia, for the establishment of a post 01 
‘- ' re. : route f Vrightsviile to Fortner, Georgia, over the Ohoopie Rivet , to 

By Mr. HENDERSO> I tit of Weverhaeuser & Denk- | at Suell’s bridge—tothe Con P st-Roads ; 
mann and 127 other itizens of Illinois, for a appropriation of By Mr. UPDEGRAFF : Ob rs f 
$1,000,000 for t improvement of the Mississippi River between | Citi hanan Cou : P 
Saint Paul and the n th of the Illinois River, and for sheer-booms— «lis 3 kK 
to the Committee on Commerce. nds—to the Committee on Mil , fairs 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of D. L. Remington and others, JAVER: The petition of J. D, Olds and 75 others, eit m 
citizens of Wisconsin, for legislation to regulate interstate transporta- further refunding the uationa , a 
tion—to the same col te ; ill surplus money now in the Treas 

Also, the petition of the same parties, 1 yme-t yw—to | UTy in pay he Committee on Ways and M 
the Committee on W sand Means | 

Also, t] petite Se. see ideman and ¢ I citizens of Osseo, : 
Wisconsin, for the passage of a law making the Commissioner of L a 


Agriculture a Cabinet officer—to the Committee on Agriculture. IN SENATE. , 
Also, the petition of W. Henry and others, for the passage of a law a » 4004 
to protect innocent purchasers of patented art cles —to the ¢ omutit \\ EDNESDAY, Januar / =v, 1501 D, 
tee on Patents > , } +} oy —_ Bil T leer rT Ac! T T e 
By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of John T. Mitchell and others, ron ie CORENN, SOT. &- SUEUR, © ‘end ape = 
for an increase of one hundred policemen in the District of Colum- a ee ee mi 
bia until the Ist day of April, 1-3:1—to the Committee on the District CREDENTIALS. ; “i 
of Columbia Mr. CALL presented the credentials of CHARLES W. JONES, chose 
he Legislature of Florida a Senator from that State for the ' 





Ls 

4 
By Mr. KNOTT: The petition of Rebecca H. Lyon, for a pension— | by t . 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. beginning March 4, 1881. 
By Mr. LADD: The petition of J. D. Donnell and 70 others, citi- The credentials were read and ordered to be filed e 








1881. 
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etn AT Ee ne en eee a tienen 


KILLING OF BIG SNAKE, 
Mr. DAWES. I give notice tothe Senate that I shall, immediately 
ft r the presentation of the statue by the Senators from Vermont on 
alive 4 . ° . > 
7 he Senate will indulge me, offer some remarks upon a let- 
Secretary of the Interior addressed to the Senate on the 
nbiect-ematter of the killing of Big Snake. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petition of James Cox, of Smith Coun- 
~. Virginia, praying compensation for property taken for the use of 
sin United States; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
‘Mr. SAULSBURY presented the petition of James Hf. Reed and 
others, citizens of Kent County, Delaware, and the petition of George 
R. Dickson and several others, citizens of Kent County, Delaware, 
»raving for an appropriation for the improvement of the Saint Jones’s 
Ri hat State; which were referred to the Committee on Com- 


River int 


Monday, if t 
ter from the 


' He also presented the petition of James McGonigal and 33 others, 
citizens of Kent County, Delaware, praying for an appropriation for 
he improvement of Little Creek in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 5 F 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of O. Richardson and 32 
others, citizens of Carson City, Michigan, surviving soldiers of the war 
for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 
196) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
laims; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr, WHYTE presented the petition of Thomas Galloway, of Mary- 
an yensioner, praying for an amendment to the arrears-of-pen- 
sion law: which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

“Mr, PENDLETON presented the petition of First Lieutenant T. A. 
Mahon, United States Engineer Corps, praying that officers of the 

rmy and Navy be relieved from the payment of duty on foreign 
scientific works intended for use in the service of the Government; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McPHERSON presented a letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy, addressed to the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
isking for an appropriation to dredge the channel of Anacostia River 

nd for the purchase of land for the extension of the Washington 
ravy-yard: which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, addressed 
to the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, asking for an 
appropriation for the purpose of constructing a timber-shed at the 
Washington navy-yard; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I find upon my table this morning, sent to me, 
I think, by one of my colleagues in the other House, a memorial of 
some 40 citizens of Fort Dodge, Iowa, and that vicinity, relating to 
House bill No. 1067, which I understand is a bill regarding the Des 
Moines River lands, as they are called. That bill is now before the 
Judiciary Committee, and I move the reference of this memorial to 
that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of J. M. Johnson and 80 
others, citizens of various parts of Kentucky, surviving soldiers of the 
war for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. 
No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
claims; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 1926) relating to quartermaster stores furnished to 
the forces of Major-General Lewis Wallace during the Morgan raid 
through Indiana and Ohio, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the Dill 
H. R. No. 3451) for the relief of George W. Brewer, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GROOME, from the Committee on Claims, to whom were re- 
ferred the petitions of Benoni Mills and John C. Weddle, late of the 
First Kentucky Cavalry, praying indemnity for property lost in the 
military service of the United States, submitted reports recommend- 
ing that the prayers of the petitioners be disallowed, that the com- 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration of the petitions, 
and that the reports be adopted. 

Che reports were agreed to and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GROOME, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
erred the bill*(S. No. 1562) for the relief of Samuel N. Chipley, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr, McPHERSON, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom 
nt referred the bill (S. No. 2074) for the relief of Captain William 

W hiting, United States Navy, reported it without amendment. 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
an was referred the bill (S. No. 2094) for the relief of George W. 
‘sod, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
‘hereon; which was ordered to be printed. 
oe from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
maaan a bill (H. R. No. 4261) for the relief of Henry B. East- 
which ed it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; 

as ordered to be printed. 


( 





XI——§9 





Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 1927) for the relief of Colonel Alfred B. 
Meacham, asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. PENDLETON (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 2100) relating to the sale 
of lands acquired in the collection of debts due to the United States 
and by gift or devise; which was read twice by its title, and r 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CALL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S, No, 2101) for the improvement of certain rivers and 
harbors in the State of Florida; which was read twice by its title, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FARLEY asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2102) for the relief of John J. Williams and 
James D. Thornton; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MORGAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2103) to extend the postal service to foreign 
countries; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PLUMB asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2104) to refund a duplicate tax to Boehm 
Brothers, of New York; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. INGALLS (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 2105) for the relief of Henry 
L. Davison ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (8. R. No. 147) directing the proper con 
struction to be given to the law of March 3. 1879. grar 


> 


af veg} 
erred 


ranting an increase 


of pension to Ward B. Burnett; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensious 
AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


Mr. INGALLS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the post-route bill; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed 

WITHDRAWAL 

On motion of Mr. COKE, it was 


Ordered, That General E. O. C. Ord have leave to withdraw the pap 1ccomipa 
nying Senate bill No. 1922, for the relief of E. O. C. Ord, from the 


COUNT ELECTORAI 


OF PAPERS. 


files of e Senat 
OF VOTES 

Mr. INGALLS submitted the following resolution; whi 
read : 

Resolved, That the Senate will be ready to receive the House of Represer i 
in the Senate Chamber on Wednesday, February 9, at twelve o’clock meridian, for 
the purpose of being present at the opening and counting of the votes for President 
and Vice-President of the United States. That two persons be appointed tellers 
on the part of the Senate to make a list of the votes for President and Vice-Pres 
dent of the United States as they shall be declared ; that the result shall be deliv 
ered to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state of the vote 
shall be entered on the Journals, andif it shall appear that a ch« 
made agreeably to the Constitution, sach entry on the Journals 


LaLI Ves 






whicl 
vice hath beer 
’ 





hall he 
Shai 


suflicient declaration thereof. 
Mr. WHYTE. Let that lie over and be printed. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The present consideration of the res 


lution is objected to. It will be printed and lie over. 


BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAI! 

Mr. WHYTE. If there is no further morning business I should 
like to have the consent of the Senate to take up a joint resolution 
reported by me from the Committee on the District of Columbia an- 
thorizing the settlement and ratification of an arrangement in 
to taxes between the District commissioners and the Baltimore 
Ohio Railroad Company by which the District treasury wil 
seventy-five thousand dollars which it wants at this time very much 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution (H. R. No. 266) ratifying 


ROAD COMPANY. 


respect 
and 


some 





settlement of taxes made by the District commissioners with the Bal 
timore and Ohio Railroad Company. It ratifies and confirms the set- 
tlemen’;) made by the commissioners of the District of Columbia with 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company of the claim of the Dis 
trict upon that company for and on account of taxes due by the rail- 
road company to the District up to July 1, 1879, and authorizes th 
comunissioners to execute any vouchers or papers necessary to the 
final consummation of the settlement, and as evidence that the same 


is concluded and closed. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report read, or some explanatiot 
of the joint resolution. 


Mr. WHYTE. I havea letter from the District commissioners, but 
I can in a brief statement make it manifest to the Senator from V« 
mont that this is a judicious settlement. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company and the District gov 


ernment have been involved in a series of disputes about the com- 
pany’s taxes for the last fourteen years. There have been various 
suits in the courts on the subject. Finally the District commuission- 
ers and the railroad company came together and under the direction 
of the committee on the District of Columbia for each House they 





~sam 





923) CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. JANUARY 26. 

































































: * & & - r an re Ter rtt ft ao 7 4 i me 
t : g ring - gat ‘ S the assess te fr 
-- + ther the r SK nera Y ? + + 
€ . ” asS S . 
‘ ght « I dersta s letter, to s 
MUNDS S ‘ ‘ D t S e! t 
S] N t t anys f ess 1 i ot 
oug d sums yale 
. to $69 J pat the terest y Se VE . 
t t ght to é t 6 per cent t that delig 
at I to wl I é tled to refer t s inter 
. cht : aie : s a 
I belie is to all ¢ r es : Ss 35 
sion of gislat ly that s the rights « : 
citizene : sist that the s who do t live.—t t tn PPh 
rt : rs res, cor i s,—sha mt tet 
pub . te + y 1¢ « fe i ! ib 
D I t] to make pea l 
gainst | throw « ntitles the public t 
fre t ls, because the old § 
- ro ou give an inch an ¢ 
ail th great force t rpor # 
z xdjust t tions, } 
§ 8 Here ourt, as I supposé¢ t 
. e af ‘ United iat. there 1s pending th 
f quest h have been in one form 
era i ‘ years. Let that « est! 
decided. If it turns out that the only persons who are entitled t 
. escape from t t re the artificial ones that exist 
n it or come to it.t know that it is our duty to con- 
g it turns out that they are. like 
property assessed 1 1 
mission as legislators to 
é f 5 and powerful l, and large sums are 
of the taxi Fr aut horities any 10Y 
s = every one of probably a th: usa! Fr 
~ noment who feel, and it may be jus a 
1 have been excessive and ought to | 
} 0d who upon the theory : 
' 1} would be justly entit a | 
; 2 f ES yme forward a tart a law n propose to settle | ute 
g e2 I ‘ g l , rsare | ing their assessments reduced to what the neighbors would think was 
- : - tiairt g 
- ' sachs pp te aa ma rig 
y tT t st Ss 
sometilr st i 
‘ 1 w . p rts t 0 
¢ 2 ‘ : of danger ¢ 
1 OT respec 
acl ’ ountrv nD 
2 the gr gr 
t V1S¢e 
all | poration In § 
pgu matter; ne taxpayer in this small District, Is be gla 
| to have el for the District of Columbia (and J 
assume h ll do it well) try to find out for this time and f 
Ss. P. MORGAN all time whether the pretension set up by the Baltimore and 0 
WININ( Railroad Company against being taxed in this District will stand 
] ( | law or uot. How do we know that day after to-morrow, after this 
| joint resolution shall have passed and become a law, the assessment b 
( i ( ) tof ¢ for this year will not be resisted upon the same groun d that it 
Mr. EDMUNDS rose. been before, and then a fresh injunction, fresh lawsuits to runi 
Mr. WHYTI \ the Senator from Vermont before proceeds | eight or ten ears meyer get to a final decision, and the m 
allow a to add that the letter was written last vear. Then the | tied sap oll » time, will appear? 
embers of » sub-committee on this side and of the r House I should th ae it better, therefore, for the public interest, to run 4 
examined to the subject, and we concluded that that was the verv | what the attorn nbn segermag ly no risk at all, but I will ass 
est settlement that the United States could make. ” | that it is a great risk, and let the right between the Distri tort 
Mr. ED NDS. This presents one of those not singular specta- | lumbia and this corporation in respect of this taxation be settled, as i ne 
f reat corporation having power and inf s stin; _as | it is so near a settlement, by a decision which will make an end of If 
rs here, from 1858, twenty-three years, tion of its | and not make a compromise whic hle aves it open day after to-1 
pert 3 the property of private and humble it s having | to a fresh litigation, a fresh injunction, and a fresh refusal 
ral existence is taxed District of Columbia. I say it is | taxes. oF oa : G 
ngular, for I suppose every State has had similar experiences. Iam pretty sure that if the most illustrious citizen in the Dist ‘ 


of Columbia, whoever he may be, had resisted the payment © 
his taxes for ten or twenty years, and the thing had very nears q 
reached a solution in the Supreme Court of the United States, v 

should think we were not doing our duty as exerting the legisla 

power of this District to make a se sttlement and a compromise wil 

him and leave all his ee tax-payers who might or might 


We have not been told yet what are the legal grounds upon which 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company resist the contribution 
property in this District; 

hey went to lav Almost any 
moderate lawyer, like the average of us Senators, can find points 
enough to get up a defensive lawsuit at all times and in all p laces, 





which is asked of them in respect of the 
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n other words, the point on which 
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i 
if and, to borrow a long-time-ago expression, “here or elsewhere,” and | stand upon the same ground, (they certainly could ‘stand upon 601 S 
i i hope nobody will take offense at that remark. Now it seems this | other,) to pay their assessed proportion. ar 
pany on one eee or another chose not to pay its taxes, and it I believe that the publ ic interest, the private interest, Justice, 4 | 
is proposed that we shall give the company the difference between | fair play, make it most important that any disputes concernin a #- 
$70,"00 and ninety-odd thousand dollars of actual assessed taxation, | taxation of pro} erty should not be made the subject of trade and c 
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- ; ; ; ‘ be 
saying nothing about penalties and interest, simply because the com- | compromise, however wise and correct such a compromise might 
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s between private individuals, because it is L matter in 
hich everybody is interested and interested for himself as well as 
wv eommnon With every one of his neighbors. 

Mv friend from Maryland knows the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Cc pany much better than I do; and I am not making any criticism 
son them; if they have legal righ et them make them ont; if 
nave not legal rights and are bound like other people to pay 
‘Jet them pay them to the end. I very much hope that under 
circumstances my friend from Maryland will not press the 
: Let us have the right settled, because I assume 
; ig not any mere technical question of formality that has been 
- ate 60 long; that sometimes arises; but it is some question of real 
wrest to the other tax-payers as well as to this company in this Dis- 

ing whether this company is bound to contribute to the 

-yenees Of the District according to the proportion of its property 

ae ; within it like other people. If that be so—perhaps my friend 

that it is not—then I should think it would be for the in- 

seas of the public as well as of the company if it is upright and 

¢,*r-and I have no doubt it is—standing on its rights to have it set- 
+... end determined, and then we should know what to do. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, if the premises of the Senator from 
S §vVermont were correct, I might probably concur in his conclusion. If 
Me  -hore was some question of law between these parties which was to be 
anally determined by the adjudications of the Supreme Court, I 
vould concur With him in the view that no compromise or settlement 
<hould be made; but I do not think he has read with his usual accu- 
the statement of the District commissioners, In the first place, 
ig a controversy and was a controversy at that time in regard 
he right of the city to tax the track of the company for thirty 
That has passed away, that has gone; the thirty years have 
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vears. 
expired. 
That was one of the questions involved; but in addition to that the 
issessments themselves were excessive in their character, and the 
art below upon the application of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company restrained the commissioners of the District from making 
ollection upon the double question as to the right to assess the track, 
and also as to the correctness of the basis of assessment. That ques- 
tion went to the courts, besides the question of exemption that has 
een pending for a long time. In conjunction with that question, 
which would only determine a subject that has already passed, be- 
use the thirty years have expired, there was this additional ques- 
as to the proper basis of assessment in regard to this company, 
what was to be the valuation of the rolling-stock per mile within the 
me distr ind it is avery nice question. It is not assessing the track 
© whichis visible, but it is assessing the rolling-stock which comes to- 
* vy and goes to-morrow, the moving stock of the company, which is 
assessed per mile within the District of Columbia so much. 
That was one of the greatest difficulties in this case. We saw it 
en the subject was brought before the committees at the last ses- 
n, and we knew that Congress was not the proper place to deter- 
1e that question; that if these disputes existed they ought to be 
determined by the District commissioners through their agent, the 
asurer and assessor, and as far as the simple legal question was 
neerned, probably the opinion of the attorney was sufticient. But 
s other question came up, Was this company really excessively 
xed, and if it wasexcessively taxed, while this question is pending, 
t not better to ascertain a basis upon which they shall pay taxes 
r the past, as also taxes for the future? 
rhe Senator will see that this settlement only goes up to the Ist of 
July, 1479, There is no dispute, as I understand, between the com- 
pany and the District commissioners since July 1, 1879. When they 
xanined the assessment they found that there were excessive taxes 
harged against this company, and through their agents they have 
made a fair and equitable ascertainment of the real indebtedness of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company prior to July, 1879, and have 
reported to us that in lieu of $90,000, which was the sum charged at 
the period when the resistance took place, or was the sum which 
vould have been due by this comp as of the Ist of July upon the 
Asis which had been set up at the time of the difficulty, $75,000 was 
‘and ample payment by way of adjustment for this company to 
y as of the Ist of July, 1879. As to the future there is no contro- 
versy. I They are paying 


ex 








enw 
ail 
1 . 


r. f understand that has all been adjusted. 
regularly, and are ready to pay regularly. There is no dispute as to 
amount of their tax bills now; and this measure is only to settle 

a .ong pending controversy which will not absolutely be settled, as I 
inderstand it, by the determination of the courts because behind all 
it is the question of excessive taxation, and I apprehend that the 
‘enator from Vermont only wants to exact from the corporation a just 
Payment as he would from a citizen. While I agree with him in all 
1's lears of, and in all his animadversions against those corporations 
at Seek special advantage over private persons, I do not think that 
‘ose remarks apply to this case because this company has not re- 
lused to pay what it considers a fair and just amount for it to con- 
nibate by way of taxation, and it was only to have the construction 
—— courts upon the question of exemption that they went to the 
ipreme Court, 
have ho interest in it except that it struck me after the report of 
Onan missioners, after conversations with the commissioners, after 
tation with members of the Committee on the District of 


Colombia ; > 2 a <7 os 
‘Umbia in the House of Representatives, that this was a fair and 


th 


+} 
ioe 


| 
| 
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just settlement and yielding 
honestly entitled to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I can hardly imagine it possible 
that any court would grant an injunction in favor of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company on the ground that the assessing ofticers 
assessed it excessively. That is a matter that every tax law I ever 
heard of has left to the assessing authority itself and not to a court 
to determine. If the Senate should set the example now of holding 
that the excessiveness of assessments is a subject for either legislation 
or judicial consideration, then you will find that you cannot carry on 
a government by the whole Congress of the United States even on 
the fifteen square miles that constitute the District of Columbia; you 
will have a lawsuit or a petition from nine-tenths of all the inhab- 
itants and citizens of any territory in which you adopt any such rule 
as that. 

I never heard of a case where any court or any judge, no matter 
how remote or low the court might be, undertook to restrain the col- 
lection of a tax on the ground that the taxing officers had said that 
the value of a locomotive or the value of a horse or the number of 
locomotives or the number of horses that a particular person ought to 
pay tax on was excessive. 

Mr. WHYTE. May Iask the Senator from Vermont if he ever knew 
a tax law that did not give a right of appeal to a court to review the 
tax commissioners’ assessments ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ineverknew a tax law thatdid. InaState where 

you have an executive institution called a levy court, which is a board 
of supervisors, or a board of civil authority, as it would be called in 
the State that I come from, there are provisions that any person feel- 
ing himself aggrieved by the assessing officer or officers who come 
around to his house on a given day fixed by law to ascertain what he 
has and how much it is worth with a view to taxation, may appeal 
to another board having the same power and of the same character 
who are supposed to be superior to the first in point of numbers or 
capacity fora review. That is true enough: but I never heard of 
any tax law that authorized any judicial court, in the sense of trying 
a contest of rights, to review the action of the taxing officers on ques- 
tions of value or questions of amount anywhere. I think my friend 
from Maryland will agree with me that that is a pretty fair statement 
of the law in every State of the United States and the law of every 
civilized country of which we have any knowledge on the face of the 
globe. 
Now, I say that nolaw in force in the District of Columbia, I think, 
any time has authorized any corporation or person complaining of 
excessive assessment to appeal to any one of the judges or all of them 
of the supreme court of the District of Columbia for a review of that 
assessment with a view to reducing it. I do not think my friend 
from Maryland can furnish us any such statute asthat. The ground 
only upon which the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, I think, 
could have appealed to the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
by bill in equity was the ground that the imposition of taxes upon 
them in the manner and form, and not in the amount, in which they 
were imposed by the taxing authority here, was contrary to law, and 
that it is no part of the jurisdiction of the supreme court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to decide whether a locomotive is worth $5,000 or 
$25,000 or to decide whether twenty-five locomotives found here on 
the Ist day of May or the Ist day of July are employed in business 
here or are not so employed. All such questions in every country 
that can get on in its taxing power, must be left to the appointed 
officers and agents of the people to do that thing, because if one man 
can resist on the ground that he is charged too much for his cows or 
his horses or the goods in his store or that the assessing officers think 
he has 5,000 yards of cotton in his store when he only has 4,900, you 
can break down government entirely by restraining lawsuits; every 
man could go into court and get an injunction against any tax upon 
him because some little error of judg ment, of opinion, of enumeration 
of quantities or of judgments as to values would furnish the ground 
for stopping the whole transaction of taxation. 

So,as I understand it, courts have always and everywhere declined 
to undertake either to overrule or to regulate the authority in the 
way of judgment and enumeration which the tax officers by law are 
required to exercise, and have held that these taxing officers in those 
respects are just as supreme and final in their judgments and opinion 
as is the highest court of the land itself in its judgment and opinion 
upon judicial questions that come before it. That is what I think 
the law is. I think it is the law here. 

Now, therefore, I respectfully submit that it is not the thing for 
the Senate of the United States to undertake to throw off anything 
from whatever may be legally due from this company on the ground 
that the taxation was excessive ; that is, either that too many loco- 
motives and cars were charged to them as employed in business here, 
or that they were valued at too high a price. 


to this company no more than it was 


at 
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Mr. WHYTE. If the Senator from Vermont will allow me, I do 
not want to be put in any false position. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not wish to put my friend in any false posi- 
tion. 

Mr. WHYTE. When I said “excessive” I had reference to the 


company, not to the amount of taxation on individual things ; that 
certain things were taxed which ought not to have been taxed, in 
addition to the claim of exemption. I mean by that that there were 
certain specific exemptions, and certain things were assessed which 
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_ ---- - _ - eet srsestepeeeunttieeneentenieeeeeenit : - 4 
ought not to have been assessed without any special exe t ider And that brings me back to wh at I started out with, and t : 
thelaw. That is what I mean. Sieg that taxin JK, wg wapeee: particularly with corporations, are no+ +)... F 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suppose that the taxing law int District | whi ought to be compron ised and mitigated by the acti re } 
ad all this time y as in subst ce aside from offset of debts and authority; but they ought to be left, for ; good or il], ¢ 

: hat 3 me and what 1 the State of Mar ! and 1e constituted officers to ingt lire into such m; tters . En 
oa where els 1 general system I vhich allt nroner realand determine. Then if it turns out at the end of a laws : f 
! il. within the jurisdic of t t r} I i | sub- | a pers ( toheianee, or inadequate t so the nds fi ‘ 

ct 1 an : I ! \ i fixed ] the arate { signed, let the iegisiallve power provide anew law g i 
which. ant . thes d to: her propert D ct, is | ap} to me without refers noe to the intsis sic merits, whatey 
mposed upo to prod { we | I ypose | may be, of thi icular settlement, that it is entering « sneci, 5 
that t be the genera ite OT tne 1a | of |] Siutlo e ought to be vel Looe 

Mr. WHYTI ifthe § Llo rep 1} ‘There is a1 ing that Is wld lil ke say. I understa ; 
] re ' l { ea t by engi , br] yland or from a na which he dronns bs 

OI 3, or | ( at so much per! 3 assessed. wntum ¢ luture taxation between ; 

) EDMUNDS Ve Now, the assessment of 1 ng-sto s been settled by the commissioners ; at 
per mile is eitl arra d by law as distinguished f1 an asses th‘s arrangement. Am I ny about ‘ 
mel pe ‘ is ho If the ] did not author the taxing » understand lere is no lispute as 3 
authorities of t Distr to as this llingr-stoc ei! re 
that mode, then 1 nt, instead of being ex s abso- | Very g : been settled ; : 
lute i r} ( thing. If it is, let us find it « poses to rat t! » Which | : 

M V\ the Senator i 1 Ver? illow me toas mit it cai l kno 1 ppose tl] . G 
] { ! of | scountrv eve y re substantially that the | sio rs of the lumbia h it herea 

ertv of the citizen ¢ 1t be taken from him witl yut due process of | shall be a thor rs a mile fe es oft a 
hat due p 3S mea y in case of the settlement of the | track in this District, and we ratify ve have 1 
I | ot poss mm ov rship « I property ¢ jud gyment ol court, | tract wit] Lit Bal 10! i l Ohi Compar l ] : 
and the case of the tar ng power a tribunal authorized to review know what indetfinate futur latt : ; 
taxes sO that its ruling on questions of law may by cer- | other. I do not propose to ntra i 
tior oO ers r process be re-examined by t 3 inference or expression ; h says : 
judicial power the State, wit] 16 jurisdiction where th | ratify the settlement that | these part 2 
‘ But t l ime, where the taxing power has jurisdic- | a part of that settle al f future ta I i 
vy ] I h a man shall pay on his personal pr vers ‘Tr vy hope tha 1an in the Sena will vote fo Es 
inks =] 0 when he has only $50,000, or taxes some- | | and I certair hope my friend fr M g 
t! to him that oug to be taxed to somebody else, that is not | effect of this S lit ids 
\ ) oid so t the citizen can recover it by s ta l as li li much ¢ tt I ; 
‘ totally i il t saction, but it is an error of law cl 3 to | ‘ 
only certiorari or some other advising process addressed : 
to the taxing power o that in the case which the Senator fr . 
Mar | puts, the tax commissioners of the District being authorize | ver to ¢ 4 
o say how much tax « n personal prope rty or he much tax on real | Never 
property this company should pay if they err in the respect which the . 
Sel xr trom Maryland states, the method of re i it by suit I a 
1 as if their whol roceedin were vi or asli were 1G F 
») 0, but by certiorari co landing the tax cor ss sasel that al : 
LD to certify to the supreme court the principle on which they | I i 
proceeded and then upon their answer and certificate an order to them ) 
to revise that proceeding in the particular in which it is incorrect 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the statement of the Senator from Vs 
Massachusetts is, as far as I am able to comprehend it, a yi h t ah ste! 
yund one, and I did know that what I had said would, in his | the tax-assessor fro) taki § possession of property W 
judgment, come in contlict with it at all liab]l hot specially exempted; i 4 

What I undertook to say on this question al the taxing per | nore and Ohio Railroad, t ig 
mile was this f the tax laws of the District of Columbia say that he assessment of taxes upon t a 
all personal property in the District shall be set the lista ales | the whole cas The « s 3 
for taxation and the taxing officers of the District ead of setting | that that he reason ¢ { ; 
the property of this company in the District in the list at its value | 4 
but estimated it, took an arbitrary rule without regard to value a | 5 o ‘ za basis uy 1 t E 

iy, because there are two miles of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad | r s Ass t vere for s ( ; 

rit and ere are THIrty eight miles out of between | ; : 
e city of Balt ore, and three hundred miles li I it, or | } vy, aoes the seni i il 1 Ver: t desire that ul 
he distance n e, between here and t] of West be ad oir uli iluations should under proper authorit 
herefore i taxed in the proporti t these two itable and fair I am sure he does; therefore t 
to the irty-eigh between her« and Bal n os. wet sence of specific law upon the subject, it must be left to t 
ear to er three hundred between her ad West | ment and discretion of somebody, and to-day to whom does the 5 
1 I say that, in my judgment, such a taxation would | ator f mont leave that power to assess the value of pro 
al inquiry as to whether they had any hority at all | To the treasurer and assessor of this District under th Ip 
i irl ary rule without any reference to the value of | of the District commissioner and therefore when these g 
and cars here upon the comp any, and that would be fora | men sit lown to adj ist be een the Ba ultimore and Oh 
| 





for believing that he personal property he | of what th ‘ it to be, or an desi 

whole is too much, th they were right or wr in it fair to the tax-payers and just to the District Can 5 

ground, their valuatio personal property would be absol tors sit down here and take up all the prices of property, allt 

conclusive. I suppose that is the law. aterial upon the railwa Se LOTS v 
if it be, as the Senator from Maryland thinks it to that t so on, and go into accurate calculation of how! 

estimate per mil ll assume to have been! 1 respect ( lis ateeay ? Clearly not; and theret 

of its form—was too much in respect of its quantum, then you have ial inquiry has been lasting for so many years, W! 

got back to exactly the place where we started ; it s that you ny comes to us and says “ we will pay whatev« 

are undertaking by the action of this Senate to review, upon a letter District commissioners and the treasurer and ass 

of the commissioners, the ac ‘tion of the taxing office rs in favor of this the District of Columbia, say is just and righ ) 

corporation, and to give it $15,000 because in its ji idgment the taxing ay every dollar of the money, and as an evide 

oflicers have assessed it $15,000 too mucl 1 in respect to thei r judgment g withont receipt, without paper, for wt ha = 

of the value of its property in this District. ; comme consent to do | ceipt and no papers, we will deposit in the ds of the com 

that. I cannot consent to do it supposing I believed it to be true | ers the amount that they ascertained to be due to wait for‘ 

that there was an excess of $15,000, because i moment you under- | to ratify and contirm our settlement,” what should be cor i 

take by legislative authority to correct temporary evils and what we | is the pos sition of this company. I think it is fair and It 

think to be pieces of injustice, you have opened the a to an end- | just, and I hope that the Senate will vote in favor of thiss 

less field of applications that stand in favor of private individuals on Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I confess that 1 ae pe | 

exactly the same grounds. The result is areview in every case where my frie - from Maryland, the greatest possible gratitude to 

a man says the assessors have charged him too muc nd we are to be | timore and Ohio Railroad Company for putting $75, 000 into t! 

called upon to decide in each case whether they have done it or not. | of these commissioners to get rid of a legal obligation top 
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eis a slight margin of $50,000 to be gained by this deposit ; and 
sherefore th e extent of my admiration at the amazing g generosity and 
Hen donece of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company is not 


3 tl hat of my friend from Maryland. If these commissioners 
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by the action of the commissioners of this District, fully understand- 
ing all the facts in the case, and they have recommended this settle- 
ment to Congress. Upon thet state of fact, in view of the letter from 
the commissioners, I think this resolution should pass. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 38, nays 
7; as follows: 
YEAS—3s. 


Kernan 


Allison, 


Saunders 


Garland, 











Baldwin Gt oome, McDonald Slater 
sayard, McMillan, Vance 
Beck, Morgan Vest, 
Brown Pendleton Wallace 
| Cameron of Wis.. Plumb Whyte, 
| Coke, R Iph, Wiliams 
Davis of W. Va. nsom, Withe rs 
Eaton lins 
Fark Saulsbury 
NAYS—? 
Booth lill of Colorado, Pug Windom. 
E inds ‘ Veller 
ABSENT—31 
Al ( ron of Pa Hamlin Maxey 
Bail Carpenter, Hereford, Morrill 
Blair Cockrel Jones of Nevada, Paddock 
Blair { l Kellogg Sharon, 
Bru linoisa Kirkwood, rhurman, 
Burnsi x Lamar Voorhees 
Butler Log Walker 
Ca i ‘ M Phi rson 
So the joint resolution was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
read the third time, ax L passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 
A message from the House of Represe ntatives, by Mr. GEorGE M. 


ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that » House had passed a bill (H.R. 


{ 
t 
s for the 


No. 6972) making appropriation ‘rvice of the Post-Oftice 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other 


in which it requested 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 
i announced that the Spe 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President 
A bill (S. No. 1396) authorizing the persons therein n 
of certain decorations and presents there 
ernments, and for other purposes; 


A bill 


ll (S. No. 1618) to amend section 553 of the 


purposes ; oncurrence of the Senate. 


1e message also aker of 


the House had 
resolutions; and they 
amed to a 
in named from foreign 


ccept 


frov- 


Rev ised 


Statutes, 


| relating to the District of Columbia; 


F thorized by law as the supervising taxing offcers of this town— | 
a T dic 1 not know that they were that—to abate an d mitigate taxes 
the: ¢ consider them to be excessive, then you do not need to 
<< this bill to allow them to doit; but the law, I believe, has not 
the commissioners of the District of Columbia any such 
ig power as that. They may be invested, (although Ido not 
r how that is,) with the power on the —" of an assess- | 
d while it is live and warm, in the time of it, to hear an ap- 
m the > thres » or five assessors ) OF W hi itever the numbe rmay be, 
bout at the appoint ted t 3 for the purpose of assessing 
* nd to determine then aoe there whether that assessment 
, and if so mitigate it, and 2 is entered in the tax-books 
After that is done, I re tfully submit that they 
Bt “4 rht 1 to have any tore yn ower over any further al 
He tigation in favor of people who insist upon it that 
iy 1 too much, than any man in the streets has. Idonot know 
: state that authorizes its governor or any other of its officials to 
P ' to retry in favor of applicants, after the occasion has gone 
F iestion whether they ought pay all the taxes that are 
» them on the books or not. Youcannot carry on a govern- | 
F “ay, and nobody t tries to doit. Therefore iti perfectly 
st t the commissioners of the District of C tumbia have no 
er to abate this $55,000 of what this company will have to 
re beaten in the lawsuit, than I hs ve indivi idually; and 
ss this bill to make this settlement, what are u going to 
c k when the Metropolitan Railroad Company with its | 
217 > ! b mount) of unpaid assessments in the nature | 
t stree atraaen “Het and regular tax ation too, per- 
: , comes forward and says, “‘ Here according to the way your tax 
x uve assessed us and fi vured it up we owe the United States 
~ » have been declining to pay for some years; we will pay 
1 will take $100,000?” And then we are to do that. en 
3 to I > Wi iy, the Washington and 
y ve is not so deeply in 
spt burdens—I me ean just in prin- 
L« t go into the question of quantity—that the taxing 
: isl posed upon them. 
ji s I ,and then I am done with this whole matter, what 
i. e ago, that my belief is that if any private persons, 
¥ od many of them, who feel that they are unjustly 
bs ‘ taxed, were to come here with a proposition and say 
re the assessments and the computations and the in- 
q I nalties that we owe the District of Columbia for 
bs: 3 525, » have begun a lawsuit about it, but we will square | 
3 ) for $15,000,” they could not get a —— ys They would be told 
? our controversy in the tribuna 1d by the methods the law 
ided; we are not a court of ap De al in respect of the imposi- 
xes as applied to particu ilar individuals; we cannot be in 
ture of things, because we cannot do justice. if we do it to one 
ust do it to all, and in the case of any one we should be as 
y to go wrong as to go right, because we have not the means, the 
nery for minute and careful in ivestigati ion.” That is what we 
should answer and answer rightly. The Legislature of any State 


would answer in that 
»every 


isirregu 


way in the ten thousand cases - ut - every 
year of men who insist upon it that 
lar or exce 


he ti 








ssive, and I never heard of : a Stat e Leg- 
1at undertook to go into a coxsideration of that particular 
alcase. We have done it, I know, in Congress in respect of 
- people whom we thought had been outraged by the illeg: il 
itrary conduct of the board of public works or somebody else, 
that, treated as a class, provision ought to be made fora 
icial inquiry and a proper amount of redress allowed. That 


W 





xation | 


I enongh but when it comes to invoking the legislative power 
to so into a contract settlement with a great corporation by w hich it 
throws off about one-third of the whole amount of the taxes that, if 
We are entitled to have any at all, are due and payable, it appears to 

€ 18 a case W hich has no parallel an d no precedent that I know of. 
oo joint resolution was reported to the Senate. 
- EDMUNDS. IL ask for the yeas and nays on the third reading 
of the joint resolution. 
: PRESIDING OFFICE R, (Mr. COCKRELL in the chair.) The | 

SLC n is, Shall the joint resolution be ordered to a third reading ? 

on whic h the yeas and ni ws are demande 

iue yeas and nays were ordered. 

CU INKLING. Before voti ng on the question of the third read- 
g, I I should like to inquire what was the sum ‘total of the taxes 


time d or found to be due? 
Mr. WHYTE, Ninety thousand dollars without 
case has been in court fifteen or sixteen years. 
added up to this time it would be $130,000, and the 
court sinee 1858, 

7 C ONKLING, How much does this propose to take ? 

Mr. WHYTE, Seventy-five thousand dollars, settled on adjustment 
bet ween the District commissioners and the company, and under the 
*Xamination of the committees of the two Houses. 


) 
Mr. McMILLAN. I understand this settlement to have been effected 


interest, and the 
“With the interest 
case has been in 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 


amendment of the Senator from Alabama [ Mr. MORGAN ] to th 


A bill (S. No. 1922) for the relief of Brigadier-General and Brevet 
Major-General Edward O. C. Ord, United States Army ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 6614) making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and 
for other purposes; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 144) authorizing the loan of certain 
ags and buntings to the cou manlthen yon inaugural ceremonies ; and 
A joint re solution (H. R. No, 369) making an appropriation for fill- 
ing up, draining, and placing in good sanitary condition the grounds 
south of the Capitol: long the line of the old canal, and for other pur- 
poses. 


fla 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


from - ae on Appropriations, to whom was 
H. ,) making appropriations for the pay- 


Mr. BOOTH, 
referred the bill ( 


» Hod 


ment of invalid and ee r pensions of the United States for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1882, reported it with amendments. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. No. 6972) making appropriations for the service of 
ir ending 


Pp 
ive 
i 


the r Aer § lice Department for the fiscal ye June 30, 1882, 
and for other purposes, was read twice by its title, and refe rred to 


the Committee on Appropriations. 
LANDS IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS. 

The PRE SIDING OFFIC ER, (Mr. COCKRELL in the chair. 
hour of half past one o’clock having arrived, the Chair 
the Senate its unfinished Sohetieanaes being Senate bill No. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands in 
severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the 
protection of the laws of the States and Territories over the Indians, 
and for other purposes. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The 
lays helaoe 


~s9 
44O- 


The pending question is on the 
» amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. HOAR. ] 

Mr. MORGAN. I believe that the Senator from Massachusetts is 
willing to accept my proposition as a modification of his amendment, 
f I am correctly informed about it. 

Mr. TELLER. Let the amendment be reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to th 
end the amendment will be read. 

The Cuter CLerK. The amendment of the Senator 
chusetts [Mr. Hoar] is in section 6, line 6, after the word 
to insert: 

And are 
tled as such 


if 
e amendment 


from M assa- 
“reside,” 


declared to have become citizens of the United States and enti- 
to the full protection of the Constitution and laws 


*peredvy 
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———$—$—$—$—$—$—$—$—$—$—<————_——_ rr atin 
The Senator from Alab 1 {Mr. MorGan] pt ses to add to this | “A bill to despoil the I oe of their lands and to make them vag. | 
mendment the fo y 3 abonds on 3 face of the arth,” because, in my view, that is the F 
RFE DRES = on: . Pa ce ee shall result of this k of le gislati on. I know, as I said the , ' 
th om ; forfeit aa “ nya Meal wage coe propert an dante: she v that many well-meanin g people are clamoring for this legis) rrp 4 
ntitled as a member of the tribe, or his or her right to partic an o not know that my theory of the solution of this probl; 
s disposal of a or other property held in com 3 t correct: I am not morally certain that it is. I go upon my aaa 
Mr. HOAR. I said to the Senator from Alabama that I would ac- | ment, my best-informed judgment after I have informed it as we}) > 
pt his amendment ist ow, but on hearing read—I had not | J e¢onld. Ido not bel s there is a Senator in this Chamber 
heard it read that it | familiar with this Indian problem that would accept unlimit ; 
vould be betté rves 4 | thority to deal with this question w ho would not accept it with grav, | 
distinct right: a nators | doubts and misgivings as to what would be the outcome and « 
can then be adds en upon | would be the result of his honest and energetic efforts in that line ‘It 
his first, or if | tId esire | isa problen It to solve; it has brought the attention of the vo, 
to have acct ) respon- | best men in thi untry to it for two hundred years and they 
ties it isto be | failed; and if we fail, we only do what others have done: vet. at ceil 
ttoallt ‘ lits bur- | to profit somet > the light of experience. The failure , cc 
d ( methods ou rht t nduce us to look with care upon any new measny, 
/ ’s rig ( if one is introduc é y But this bill is not a new measure: it jc 9) 
| it 1 to and much older than this Government. For two hundred and fifty 
mendi pa | years this very question has been pressed upon the American tn i 
dist I do not i] ‘ ’ reason for At times it has been tried and at times it has been abandot ied. Tt Pe. 
7 the nuities and ler property be may be proclaimed by the Secretary of the Interior and by the Co». Bs 
tribe, to be forfeited, as is guarded against by the a missioner of Indian Affairs and by the board of Indian commission : 
Senator from Alabama. J __ | ers and by the ( ommittee ol 1: Indian Affairs of the Senate has Be 
Mr. MORGAN I am ent y willing that a separate te , but I say here to-day that a careful ex 
be taken on the : ndment of the Senator from Massachusetts, a1 i ‘y will prove that it has been an entire failure, an Q 
I will withdra: mendment until after action on ; nyt to prove it. 1“ % 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. here being no objection, io to come here and say that the agent at this pla 
from Alabama for the present withdraws his amendn the other place is to be taken as authority that the intel. 
cuestion is on t amen t of the Senator fron are demanding this kind of legislation. It } 
Mr. W INDO} Pi I want the attenti Secretary of the Interior, it is the pet th 
from Texas a moment. I had intended to call up use they would not be under him if they 
ation bill to-day hic s now ready for the action of the rv of his with reference to the civiliziy r of 
I wish to consult the convenience of the Senator from ing them land in severalty. ren 
he prefer that it sh¢ ild be postponed until to-morrow eport, knows what the th F tha 
of concluding this bill to-day Perhaps it can be « the theory of the Secretary is 
should like to call up the naval bill now loyalty and his fealty by sending up 
Mr. COKE. I would say in reply to the Senat i are progressing, bec ‘oe if th 
that it oe purpose, if I can, to press this bill to a vote to-day. If | not ‘that some other man will take 
I cannot, of course I shall yield to the Senator to-morrow that this place, and if they are progressing, he puts that down as one of 
bill be informally laid asid¢ penn nself strong with the Dep 
The PRESIDING OFFI ER. The question ison the amendment of ment, | e clamoring for land in s 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. "Hoar. I said the other day that an ex: nination of the reports fr 121 
Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, when this bill was up for discussion | yp would show that it has been the cry of all the agents everyw! 
last week, I was reminded by the honorable cl I of the Com- | with rare exceptions, ‘“*My Indians are making rapid progress . 5 
mittee on Indian Affairs, that in my opposition to this bill I was put- | ilization,” and yet to-day very many of the Indians who have thus Mh, 
ting my judgment against that of the President, the Secretary of the | been reported year after year are ac tually : the retrogra “J 
Interior, the Commissioner of Afiairs, the board of India minati the statistics will show that they ; 5 
commissioners, and the honorable itt ] in Affairs of t ut they aken the downward grade, and are not a3 % 
Senate. Iknow the enormity of the crime of differing with such y as they were some years since. I picked up, the other e 
high and intelligent authority on this question, and I know very we eport of 1873 of the agent for the Pyramid: Lake Indians BS 
what it costs to differ with a committee of the Senate of th I will not stop to read it. I went back for seven or eight oe 
ter of this committees I know how very fut any op} dIfound that every year the Indian agent had reper Fs 
be to a measure that has received the san ( Th idians are making rapid progress in civilization.” I 
that is backed up by the high authority yon he. nowhere alluded to the fact that they wanted land ins ¥ 
mittee, of which the chairman spok: I know it is not but he said that they were on the high road « of —— Buta ange 5 
thing to forego the smiles of approval of the Secretary of the Inte- | came; they had a new agent at the Pyramid Lake, and this man says ki: 





rior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and to d 1 this | in his first report: “In looking over the re ports for ten years, I tit 


li it 
. ° > 7 : . S 3: ° 
honorable committee upona subject of thischaracter. But,as I regard | eve year it is reported that these Indians are making progress i 


















it, every Senator hasa duty t ere eee ie as some- | crvilizatio now |] it, as I start out, that the facts s 
body else understands it. It is not the first time that I hz ave differ e known.” An n he goes on and pictures out the chvracter 
with the Committee on Indian Affairs, and I have diff red with ot! Indian that he has to deal with—degraded, debased—that if he ever 
Senate committees on a good ny things where undo ‘btedly the had made any progress it must have been when he started in th 
committees were right and I was wrong; and yet I was in the exer- | lowest poss sible scale of human beings. That is a fair samp! 
cise of a right Il was the discharge of a duty. ree this ques- reports that cor ne up from the various Indian agents all overt 
tion of the Indians, how they should be managed and how they sl ould It is their interest to make such reports. They are a class ot 
be treated, I have very tixed and decided opinions, opinions formed | that, as a general thing, are sent out because the y cannot make a 
after many years of observation and not a little study I am not | living ] They are picked up as broken-down politicians, or 
here to see how I can make my way smooth and my path even, how | one-horse preac hers that oars been unable tosupply vy themselves ' 

‘ 


1 can get rid of labor and responsibility. I know that it is much | a congregation. They go to an Indian agency at a salary that 
easier, upon questions of this kind, involving difficult and doubtful | not employ, in the West in most cases, an ordinary clerk, at 1d hardls 














things, to consult a committee and follow the crowd, and then if the | porter. They take these positions; they desire to keep them, whether 
proposition shall fail, if the future shall demonstrate its folly and its | it is forthe lary or whether it is forthe perquisites I leav« ; 
lack of wisdom, lay the blame upon the committee, or on » Com- | to say, but they desire to keep them, and it is their interest that 

missioner of Indian Affairs, or on the Secre tary of the Interior. I make these statements that little by little these men are progress!Dg 
know that that is not infrequently done in this Cade and in other.| and yet when a new and honest agent goes he frankly says, ** thes 


places; but it has not been given to me to see my duty in that way. | people can have made no progress at all.” 

I know how wearisome a discussion of the Indian question is to the Mr. President, it was said here the other day, it is said 

Senate, and I know how little attention is paid to a discussion of this | port of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and in the report 
character, when the most of the Senators have already formed their | Secretary of the Interior, and I presume it will be found in the report 
opinions upon ~ proper legislation, or if they have not, are disposed | of the board of Indian commissioners if we shall ever be able to get 
to say that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of it, that the Indians who have taken land in severalty have rapic}) 


7 han 


n 
the Inte ‘rior and the committee, to whom all this great question is | advanced in the ways of civilized life. I denied that the other « 












left, ought to know better than anybody else, andthat the easiest and | I deny to- ~da *,and I deny it in the face of the constan ny ony 
best way is to follow their lead. ner in which it was stated on the floor of the Senate the other day 10 

Mr. President, if I was totally unacquainted with this question, I | reply to me. I say that the evidence is against that declaration ; that 
might be disposed to surrender my judgment; but with ‘ knowl- | an examination of the reports made by ‘the Secretary himself, made 





edge, with my observation, with my study, I believe, as the Senator | by the Commissioner himself year after year, will demonstrate Ta” 
irom ae (Mr. MonGan] said yesterday, this is a bill fraught | that is not founded on fact. The trouble with this questi 7 a 
\ ss aie 


with evi This is a bill that, in my judgment, ought to be entitled | in severalty is, that the friends of the measure have adopted the 
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for the means. They have turned things right around. When an 
[Indian becomes civilized, when he becomes Christianized, when he 
knows the value of property, and when he knows the value of a home 
that the Senator from Ohio [Mr. PENDLETON] spoke of so eloquently 
vesterday, then he is prepared to take land in severalty, and then he 
js prepared not only to take land in severalty, but to take care of 
the land after he has got it, and to discharge all the duties of citizen- 
ship in the highest sense of the term. _ é 

“ft was said here that the Cheyenne River Indians were an example 
of the benefits of land in severalty. I have gone over and examined 
the record of the Cheyenne River Indians; I have examined all the 
cases that were referred to in the Senate last week, and referred to 
in the letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that was read to 
the Senate. The Cheyenne River Indians have taken twenty-four 
allotments of one hundred and sixty acres each, fifty-one allotments 
of about ten acres each at various localities of the reservation, so that 
the total number of allotments is seventy-five and the total number 
of Indianson that reservation is seven hundred and sixty-four. The 
twenty-four allotments are allotments in the proper sense of the term; 
the fifty-one allotments are not allotments at all in the ordinary 
meaning of the term “ allotment.” 

Before I go further I want to call the attention of the Senate to 
that which seems to be strangely misunderstood by persons outside, 
and I believe it is misunderstood by the Indian Department. There 
is a wide difference between holding land in common tenure and work- 
ing the land in common. Every Indian tribe owns its land and works 
it in common, with the exception of those here spoken of and a few 
others, yet they do not work the land in common. The civilized In- 
dians of the Indian Territory hold all their land by acommon tenure, 
and yet they do not work an acre of it in common any more than 
white men would do under the same circumstances. Each Indian 
goes upon the reservation and takes for himself such land as is un- 
occupied and works it, and he works it just as long as he sees fit. 
That is the rule among all the Indian tribes. That possession of an 
Indian, that appropriation by him is as sacredly protected and guarded 
among the Indians as though he owned a fee-simple title; but when 
he abandons it and goes away from it then any other Indian may step 
in and take his place. Knowing that fact, and knowing that the In- 
dians protect these possessions with as much scrupulous honesty as 
we protect the fee-simple title, I say that when it is asserted that 
they will not work because the title is not secure, it is nonsense. The 
Indian’s title in the Indian Territory is as absolutely certain as if he 
held the fee, and the only advantage he would have in holding the 
fee would be that he might dispose of hisland. They do not work 
the fields in common except as anindividual may do it or as might be 
done by white men under like circumstances. 

The objection that I have to this system is that it will be compul- 
sory, if it ever becomes a law, upon these Indians, so far as the De- 
partment can make it, to accept the land by allotment, to take their 
land in quarter-sections and in forties and then the rest of the land 
is to be disposed of. I had some doubt whether that was the inten- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior; but after the lucid explanation 
upon that subject by the chairman of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs yesterday there can be no doubt that two things go together, 
first, the Indian must take the land; next, after having taken so 
much land as he is entitled to under this bill, the rest of it must be 
sold and must go into the possession of other people. The honorable 
chairman yesterday, in stating his objection to the amendment of the 
Senator from Alabama, [Mr. MORGAN, ] said in reply to that Senator: 

Mr. Coke. I take it that under the bill the agreement to be submitted to the 
Indians whenever they manifest a desire to have their lands allotted in severalty 
isan entirety, and embraces not only the allotment of the lands in severalty among 
the Indians, but a negotiation for the remainder of the lands in excess of that al- 
lotted for the General Government, the bill anticipating that one portion of the 
agreement would not be entered into without the other. 

That is the theory upon which the bill goes. Then I assume, be- 
cause the organ of the committee in that particular so asserts, that 
when the Indians have made the allotment, that will be all the land 
that is left tothem. If the allotment is unwisely made, there will be 
noremedy. If they get the poor land and the best is left, there will 
be no remedy. 

I started to make this explanation in order to show that the Indians 
who had taken land in severalty were only a small portion of the In- 
dians, and that no such result had followed as is claimed for the sys- 
tem. I alluded to the Cheyenne River Indians. Now I will call at- 
tention to the Devil Lake Indians, who were also mentioned as among 
the Indians who were demanding land in severalty. I find from an 
examination of the reports of 1878, 1879, and 1830, that there has been 
no land in the Devil Lake agency in severalty in the proper sense of 
the term, or if it has been so taken the evidence is wanting in the re- 
ports. They have been allowed to do there just what I claim they 
ought to be allowed to do everywhere, to go upon the reservation and 
perpen A arg: of ground that they think is suitable for cultivation 
gaan ate it. The report shows that they have taken small pieces 

ground from two to twenty-five acres, and have cultivated them. 
cme ae the report of 1878 or 1879 or 1580 that justifies any 
jue, iat they have accepted land in severalty or that they are 

g land in severalty. 
aman the Sisseton agency. While they have been allowed for 
that o ‘ en years to take land in severalty, I find the statement 
ne Indian has taken a quarter-section of land. I will give the 
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friends of this measure the benefit of that. I have no doubt one In- 
dian has taken a quarter-section of land, but there are fifteen hun- 
dred Indians on that reservation who have not suggested that they 
wanted any land in severalty. 

It is stated that the White Earth Indians in Minnesota are desirous 
that their titles should be secured to them. Every Indian in the 
United States is desirous that his title should be secured to him. 
One of the principal troubles that we have met with is because we 
have not secured to them their title. They know what a paper title 
from the Government means, and they want the title not to them- 
selves, but to their tribe; they want it where it will be understood 
that they cannot be disturbed; they want it so that an act of Con 
gress cannot move them without their consent. That 
mean when they say they want land in severalty. 

There was one other class of Indians spoken of, and I want 
attention to them. It was said that the Oneida Indians want land 
in severalty. I find this in the report of the Commissioner of India 
Affairs for 1830: 

The Oneidas are well advanced in agriculture, a large portion of their reserva 
tion being with propriety called the garden of Brown County. The main settle 
ment, extending nearly the whole length of the reserve, north an 
continuous line of large, beautiful farms, with many good, substant 
barns, granaries, and tool-houses. By their industry they harvest la 





is what they 


to call 





} 7) 
aweilings 





sand profita 


ble crops, and raise (considering the climate and latitude) a good proportion of 
horses, cattle, hogs, and some sheep. Not having a farmer on this reserve it is 
impossible for me to give an accurate account of all their productions. Interest 
in agriculture is steadily and yearly increasing ; many new farms are being cleared 
and cultivated, while many of the old are enlarged and improved. Their contin 
uous cry to the Government is for the allotment of their lands to each individua 
without being subjected to taxation, sale, or judgment of any court I 
be an incentive to further industry among them. 

They do not want to become citizens, (as heretofore reported,) b n ) 
tection of the Government for at least twenty-five years in the f us t 
deem the liabilities of a citizen fatal to the welfare of many of the most destitute 


Indians. 

I do not doubt that the men who have transformed this wilderness 
into a garden are sufficiently enlightened and sufficiently civilized to 
accept title to their lands and to keep them, and that is the only 
class of Indians who are clamoring for title. It is when they have 
become civilized, when they have become in effect white men, that 
they propose to act as white men and accept their title as white men 
do. But this bill is not for the benefit of that class of Indians. This 
bill is for all the Indians alike, except the five civilized tribes, as 
they arecalled. The civilized and the uncivilized Indians, the semi 
civilized and the savage, are all to have the benefits of this bil). If 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Committee on Indian Affairs are 
correct, you only have to allot the land in severalty, and that is the 
end of the whole difficult problem, and the Indians are civilized, 
Christianized, and enlightened. 

The Umatilla Indians, in Oregon, form another of ¢ ribes 
ferred to. I find something about these Indians, and I desire to call 
attention toit. Iread from the same report: 

On the 15th of January, 1820, a council was held for the purpose of taking into 
consideration any propositions compatible with the agreement entered into by the 
chiefs (April, 1879,) that would have a tendency to improve the condition of Indians 
taking land in severalty here. The Most Rev. Charles J. Seghers, archbishop of 
Oregon, was present, and by his advice and influence aided in harmonizing the 
deliberations of the council. The following propositions were agreed upon, which 
the Indians requested me to forward to your office, and, if they meet with the 
approval of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, to incorporate them into the 
agreement entered into by the chiefs at Washington last April, before Congress 
takes final action in their affairs 


} 


These chiefs came here and made an agreement, such as can always 
be obtained from a lot of Indian chiefs, an agreement of any charac- 
ter almost that the Government sees fit to insist upo 
Umatilla Indians were not satisfied with that agreement. 1 


ut the 


at pro 


vided that they should take land in severalty. They say “ wedo not 
want land in severalty” except it may be upon the following con 
ditions: 

First. That the laws of inheritance of the United States be ¢ nded over all 


Indians taking land in severalty on thisreservation. Their reason for making the 
request is, to secure to the rightful heirs the real estate and personal property of 
deceased Indians, so as to prevent the Indiancustom of dividing the property among 
the friends of the decease: 

Second. To allow them the privilege to lease land for aterm of five ye Many 
of the Indians are unable to engage in agricultural pursuits on accou f old age 
sickness, &c., and will derive no revenue from the land unless the right to lease is 
allowed. 

That has been studiously and steadily denied by the Dep: 
and I presume now that the committee would not accept a 
tion that would bring this bill within the idea of the Umatil 
I tind the agent says further: 

Many of these Indians are still undecided whether to take land on severalty here 
or remove to some other reservation, and will be guided in their decision by the 
action of your office on these propositions. 





riment, 
roposi- 


illa Indians. 


Reference was also made inthis discussion tothe Peoriasand M 
as being among the Indians who were anxious to have agricultnra 
lands. I find that the Peorias and Miamies number in all two hun 


dred and eighteen, and occupy a delightful reservation of 50,3U1 acres 

The greater portion of their land is agricultural, and their reservation is equal 
in value to that of the Quapaws. The headmen visited Washington last winter 
in the interest of their people, who are unanimously in favor of allotment of thet 


lands. Itis to be hoped that the Department will aid them in this matter, as a 
large majority are certainly advanced sutiiciently for the change, and a delay will 
only retard and discourage them. This tribe contains some of the most energetic 
ell antes rising men under my charge, and I am in full sympathy with them in 
accomplishing this their great desire. Taken as a whole, they have succeeded well 
the past year. They have not erected a great number of new buildings 
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I find also in the same report, speaking of the Wyandots Affairs, about fifteen thousand acres of arable land, a little more thar 
whe Wrandota are the larcest tribe under the agency, and number two hun- | One acre to each man, woman, and child. It is proposed to dice 
eine ‘tity, with ervation of 21,706 acres. The larger portion of itis very | up that tract of land. It is proposed to give each of them the y., 
oa er enaa grazing. These people embrace the two extremes ; some | her of acres provided for in this bill, and as near as it can be ec; 
f st ig a I ntelligent men we Go bus saat - : —_ : mated it would require about a million and a quarter acres to s ad 
- ete pe mcg ome camian & the provisions of the bill. Upon that million and a quarter aor, 
- oa pagar peice lie | An nares these Indians would at once become paupers, although you mio. 
et ‘ g of any tribe, ant ‘oft include in the million and a quarter acres every acre of availal) 
the mission school, i alla nteresied. = land. But that cannot be done. These Indians have 40,000 hy +o 

‘1 Quapaws, t Peorias | Mian nd the Wyandots were | horses, or three and a third horses to every man, woman, ar d chi 
no the In 5 | with those to have the benefits of | They have 700,000 sheep, or fifty-eight and a half sheep to ever : 
+} we Sa f r from Miss ri Mr. VEST] se- | woman, and child. They have in addition five hundred head ay 
eu » adopt his amendmet fhe Flandreau Sioux were | tle, five hundred mules, and a thousand duros or jacks, Thev « 
also spoken of. Thatis proba the very best showing for the friends last year 800,000 pounds of wool, or sixty-six and three-fourths ro, 7 
al tite ti fhere they have taken up a number of pieces of land to every man, woman, and child in the tribe. In addition to ¢ho+ 
vo t nd I eno donbt that that was a movement OF the | they manufactured into blankets 100,000 pounds of wool. That is « 
Ind t S¢ su e what is said of these Indians: example of prosperity which cannot be equaled by reference to 4» 

ar the t und in- | tribe holding land in severalty; and that is a degree of prosp rit 
at f aaa which will be utterly destroyed whenever the system of len * 
by connate seit ae diaadh ad dea tena Chey can | S¢veralty shall be adopted and applied to that tribe. 
7 \ mintar aineian ean dak ance 1 thr t ! thout the | I find that a committee of the other House in the Forty-fifth ( 
aid tex but i th t 11 th which the | gress, to whom was referred a bill that had made it proper for t 
gener f ite persons \ ddo it. ogee to examine this subject, have gone very carefully into it, and ] 

i va W i that t insare Civ a. ere, Is Y | pose to submit for the benefit of posterity, if for nothing els; 
aga this is the result of their « itlo y nd QUOTE nt ol land tinding of this committee. This is a report upon a bill f r the 
a te never made these men civil vv .¢ vilized be- | ganization of the Territory of Oklahoma, was submitted in the For 
fore thev proposed to take the i 3 i W nent 2 fifth Congress, and is signed by “ Henry S. Nea, H. Y. Ridd] H 
an Ir 3 ‘ uy n iat ty; but he | L, MULDROW,WM. ALDRICH, T. B. REED, G. A. Bagley, and James T 
Ww take it unt S\ e d the t he land, in my | Jones.” The report shows great care and an examination ; 
judgment, I ( eh . 0 you may go tl rough allof | many documents with reference to the Ss. sa 
these so-called examples of its Of allotment ot land and you a 3 certail y . se offic to ins a 
Ww d that t Indians ] ivilized upon the land they held stip tions col ore > l terierence t “ = nts 

a that they followed the old tribal relation up to the time | 
that contact with the white man and the influ of schools and ; » neperts ahow : sae al } Bian 
missionaries upon them had made them practically civilized, and then | general rule have done better aid are now dole better tha thas snes ary aS 
they pre ed to take their homes as white men do. governed by State laws. ez i ¥ 

[he number of Indians who have taken land in severalty is rather | | That the tribes who have kept up the tribal organization as a rule hay 
aM I have herea little work called The Indian Question, by Hon. eT hat een a Pee 
Francis A. Walker, formerly Commissioner Or indlat Affairs. I | has bec a wide We Saas Whe have adi ere d to the tenure in common, whil ; 
believe it will be admitted that whatever leaning he may have upon | other hand, the tenure in severalty has in most cases worked b: pags 
this subject, whateve r bias he may have, is in favor of the Indian.| wr COKE. What report is that ? 





[t will hardly be charged that he is a western man in his sympathies, Mr. TELLER. It is House report No. 188, Forty-tifth Congress, 














or that he has any of the hostility toward the Ir 1 that 18 said to | third session, and is the report of a committee of the House of Rey 

exist in the minds of very many people in the We Ais DOOK WaS | resentatives. Of course they differ with the Senate committee; bi 

written immediately after he left the office. He says: they have not simply gone on and made bald assertions, they hay 
rhe United States have by recent treaties or legislative enactments admitted | produced here the facts, and if the Senate will listen to them or read 

» ci:izenship the following Indians them they will see that the weight of evidence, as we say inthe courts 

Chen he enumerates them, amountisg in all to about eight thon- | js decidedly against this bill, that the trial has been made and faile 

sand, if I recollect in more cases by a large majority than it has succeeded. The con- 
Dims 3 not ee en for t full development of t consequences of | mittee proceed to say: 

thus devolving res} = oe a “ye om ee ars a The plan of making citizens of Indians, with separate titles to their im 

ere oo or seml-omicl ) the elect that the majority of the Pottawatomle | ments, to be held on the same footing with other citizens, was first officially 


mended by Mr. Crawford, while Secretary of War under President Madisor 
That is the largest number of them- report dated March 13, 1816. (2 Indian Affairs, 27.) 
The same idea is indicated in the report, heretofore quoted, from Mr. Calh 























ye oling U are Kansas, have gon - the Indian J ry and re- | of February 8, 1822, (7b., 276,) and was incorporated in the treaty made with t 
a ee ee ee eae ©; Wat Of The WwW yancols I “ ee DUMDETS | Choctaws in 1220, while he had charge of Indian affairs. 
eee euencn f ame Ve} eee ee eee ae ee en During Mr. Adams's administration Secretary Barbour prepared a bill for t 
of the citizel tawas oF Dian =o x, neariy _ sposed of their al- | organization of an Indian Territory, based on the general principles of excluding 
, Ind princi] 
otter nds, and are still cared for to sor extent | overu! t as Indians . aliah? . . ‘ oe 
we = — Ancdians ; | whites, abolishing tribal relations, and apportiening lands among individual I 
t ic} Mictl i l } PI 
na ; anc Ao tetany ate eines oss Seger pate anty, and prod- | dians, upon which great stress was laid. 
ably arge 1 rity ve sold the lands patented to tl 1 severalty, in many - . = : a P . " 
cast egotiation preceding the issue of patents, two parties of white sharpers It was then just as important in the jadgment of very many well- 
contesting for the favor of the agent in the way of early information as to the pre- | meaning people that land in severalty should be given to the Indians 
‘ ‘ ed, ar ppointed faction, in at least one instance, resort- | og jt ig to-dav » - Seacaneia “anhesied if 
ee Ses coe eee erated iemeatee f ce, resort | as it is to-day, and the same happy results were then prophesied if 
og te glary and larceny he needed documents = e 324 
be thus seen, that, of these Indians upon whom the experiment of citi. | land was only given to them, that are now predicted. 
enship has been tried, more that one-half, pi rbably at 1 two-thirds, are now A leading feature, however, was that nothing was to be done without the consent 
romeless, and 1 t be re-endowed by the Government or they will sink to a con- | of the Indians. 
dition of hopeless poverty and misery Treaties were made in President Jackson’s first term with the Choctaws anit 





the Indians Creeks, having en igration for their object, but intending to give each emig an 
ark ial Mes rtue of the communel rishtte lend. There is no nartics- the privilege of selling his improvement, and to secure to each family desiring 
exists by virtue of the communal rigat to iand. sere ho particu- | remain, a home with title in fee-simple. (See fourteenth and nineteenth articles 
larly noted instance of Indians having progressed except in that line | Choctaw treaty 1830, and first three articles Creek treaty 1832; 7 Statutes, 335, 33 
and in that way. Of the civilization of the five tribes the Senate | 366.) Both treaties, in their reservation features, proved to be miserable failur 
heard yesterday. The honorable Senator from Alabama [ Mr. Mor- tated by te aan: pending on the Government to make good the injuries sus 
. + . . ° . . : ye ained by Loe 1dians, 
GAN | spoke of their lawyers, of their courts, of their legislative bodies, "The sleet eee eee House Committee on Indian Affairs, No. 663, first session, 
and of the character of the people as a people. They are classed | Twenty-fourth Congress, contains evidence, on page 43 and page 44, (see eight 
everywhere as civilized; yet they have been civilized under adverse re Public Lands,) showing that the agents of - Cee Le 
ie ar a eat a lta es i i ali Se AO CS eM Ce eae fered to prevent the Indians from securing the lands provided for in the treat 
cir umstanc es to avery gr at extent, but occupying all the time land The nature of the difficulties they had to Dot eae, ah reapects is also show 
that they held in common. on pages 52 and 7¢ of Senate Document No. 162, first session Twenty-eighth or 
lake the Indians in the State of New York. In 1°47 the State of | gress. 


I repeat that whatever civilization to-day exists amon 
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y 
> 
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New York gave to all the Indians within her borders the opportunity The operation of individual reservations under these treaties a ra 
Oa: » 92 2 ae F eas . ° ‘ he plan to be aband “las ¢ ars f “xDressio in the supplementar 

by an mating a Is urs o a ‘ ion ooh Bae We "= - | the pian to be abandoned, as appears from expressions ne I oe 

y a proceeding of dividing up and partitioning their lands. How | Gherokeo treaty of 1835 (7 Statutes, 488,) and the Ottawa and Chippewa treaty 0! 





many of them have accepted it? A few Oneidas, and only a few, and | 1836. (Zb., 494.) With one or two exceptions nothing more of it was heard until 
they are not the best example of the Indians of that State. 1854, when the experiment was renewed on a large scale by Commissioner Man; 
Take the Navajoes in the Territory of New Mexico. These Indians | P&@2y- 5 
reside upon a reservation that they hold in common. I eannot find Then they give the history of Commissioner Manypenny’s treaties: 
that any agent from that tribe has ever suggested that they had any The history of the Manypenny treaties and of their working throws more light 00 
idea about land in severalty. Thatideahas not reached these Indians; | the subject under consideration than it is possible to obtain from any other sourc: 
and yet they are very nearly self-supporting, having large herds and I think if the Senate will take the pains to look at this document, 
large crops. The Navajo agency is situated on the immediate bor- | or take the pains to look at the statement of this committee, and ot 
der of the State of Colorado, and there are 12,000 Indians all told. | which is verified by reference in each case to the authority upod 
They have an area of a little over five million acres of land. They | which they make it, it onght to weigh as much as the high sounding 


‘ . . e . . . : rare 1 
have upon that, asshown by the report of the Commissioner of Indian | declaration that the Indians are demanding lands in severalty au¢ 





ir 
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eave He Vw 











+ eo much will be accomplished if it is allowed. Speaking now 
» Wanvpenny’s report, they say: 
ae been under- 

















«a in the annual report for 1853, page 28, thatit had always 
’ hat none but Indians were to occupy that country— 
».ferring to the country west of the Missouri— 
onsequently the Indians were “‘ex¢ ited;” thatthe emigrant Indians “‘seeme a 
ive d rec jiection of the assurances made to them at the time of their re- 
at their present locations should be their permanent homes, and that the 
 chonld never interfere with their possessions.” (Page 32.) The Com- 
-» told them they would do better to sell out and remove to some less ex- 
a ' Headds in his report that “the position of Nebraska, with refer- 
Pacific possessions, renders it @ matter of vast importance that it be 
onened and actual settlers invited into it on the most liberal terms. 
caties were made that year. Out of a large number subsequently nego- 
3 , i) him, six were with emigrant tribes living in the country previously set 
he ~ Jaaively for Indians. All of these treaties embody the allotment princi- 
a k ) : of them provides for the dissolution of tribal relations. Two others 


r tiane in Michigan contain both features. Of these treaties all but one were 














Mf d June, 1854. The bill org ing the Territories of Kansas and 
ame 2 w May 30, 1854, and of course an overwhelming stream of 
Vie Commissioner Manypenny was followed by |! 
1 t ie in 1259, with the Sacs and Foxes of Mississip 
Kansas’ Indians, both providing for allotments, and in 1860 a treaty 


1a with the Delawares, the tirst of a series which added to the 












































































feature of pro\ ig for railroads 
vo. “WTn 186 a similar trea y was made with the Pottawaton din 
with the Kickapoos. 
Vow I will call the attention of the Senate to some peculiar things 
e report: 
' seology of t ee treaties is peculiar. They all express a convic- 
A 1 on the part of the In ns of the benefits to be derived from railroads in en- 
ra the value of their lands, and in one case—the Pottawatomies—in carrying 
mlus Pr t of their farms to market. Twoof the tribes entertain the 
thatthe “ Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western "’ possesses advantages over 
lroad companies. ‘Che third ‘entertains the opinion”’ that the ‘‘At- 
| Pike’s Peak Company” possesses those advantage All three tribes 
t the ec mpanies spec ified shall have the pre ference in buy ing their lands, 
os and Pottawatomies at $1.25 per acre; the Del: it an appraise- 
1 practically amounted to the same thing, 223,966 acres being appraised 
2006742. (Revised Indian Treaties, 351.) 
er the lands thus secured to railroad companies, and which then as now 
sidered the best in Kansas, were or were not worth more than $1.25 an 
a the reports do not indicate. But they do yw that most of the Indians who 
oads so highly got out of their way as soon as they could secure homes 
( The three tribes seem to have numbered when the treaties were made 
four hundred. Of these, according to the last report for 1877, less 
ndred remain in their former homes, the largest proportion being in 
poh est b the Kickapoos. The Delawares went in a body to the Indian 
4 rv, al the Pottawatomies, the tribe that wanted the means of getting 
s product of their farms to market, more than three-fourths went to the 
1s the report, I suppose, of the agents that they were crying 
for their farm produce. 
cemarked with their name on the Indian Office map is more than one 
les beyond the reach of any railroad. The four hundred and fifty left 
ah e facilities for getting ‘‘ the surplus product of their farms to market” 
bee scribed in the report for 1877 (page 118) as cherishing ‘prejudices against 
; d customs,” residing in dwellings made of bark, ‘‘ generally with an open 
space in the top for the smoke to escape, and really unfit for occupancy.” Ont of 
f their dwellings, the report for 1870 says that thirty-five were bark lodges, 
: scribes them as adhering ‘‘ tenaciously to ancient Indian customs. 
i If they had any farm products in 1862 they must have sadly retro- 
e d to 1877. 
¥ These are some of the same Indians described in the treaties as desiring to pro- 





te civilization by selling part of their land and to increase the value of what 
tained by getting a railroad to cross it, and as preferring one particular 
because they believed the construction of its road ‘tis now rendered 
y certain.” 
I | be seen a little further on that the working and effect of these treaties 
s been such as no doubt to add to, if it has not created, a general feeling of hos- 
ty to railroads on the part of the Indians affected by them. 
¢ more treaty remains to be mentioned, that of 24th June, 1862, with the Otta 
s of Blanchard’s Fork and Roche de Beeuf, which was modeled on the Many- 
y plan of dissolving tribal relations, and dividing lands in severalty. But be- 
¢ looking into the detailed working of any one case, it may be well to give an idea 


ithe general result as described by Commissioner Manypenny himself, on page 21 


# } 















ls report, in November, 1856, two years and a half after the date of the first 
Treaty He says : 
Che rage for speculation and the wonderful desire to obtain choice lands canse 





86 who gointo our new Territories to lose sight of 
cuts of the aboriginal inhabitants. 
any 


and entirely overlook the 
The most dishonorable expedients have in 
cases been made use of to dispossess the Indian, demoralizing means em- 





syed to obtain his property.” 
In Kansas, he says: 
_ stespasses and depredations of every conceivable kind have been committed on 
’ They have been personally maltreated, their property stolen, their 
eT > ] i i 

destroyed, their possessions encroached upon, and divers other wrongs and 


Andlans, 





8 done them,” 
speaks of the ‘ disorderly and lawless conduct” of those who, ‘‘ while they 
ve quarreled about the African, have united upon the soil of Kansas in wrong: 
ng toward the Indian.” 
_ Hat in this respect history was simply repeating itself, is shown by the account 
en twenty years earlier by Colonel J. J. Abert, of the United States Army, of his 
‘vations among the Creeks, to whom he had been sent on 2 special mission by 
War Department in May, 1833, three years after the laws of Alabama had been 
nded over them, and thirteen montlis after the ratification of the treaty as- 


“sling & portion of their lands to each family. 
mk . ) 
‘4s is Colonel Abert’s report : 





har 


_; Ju cannot form an adequate idea cf the deterioration which these Indians have 
nvergone during the last two or three years from a general state of comparative 
Tha oo that of unqualified wretchedness and want. * * * 
» a l# ingress into the nation of the whites, encroachments upon their lands, 
Upon t ir cultivated fields; abuses of their persons and property; hosts of 
home own like locusts, have devoured their substance, and hare inundated their 
eho ca Whisky, have destroyed what little disposition to cultivation they may 
ac. * * * Thecorn crop this season will not be sufficient to feed more 
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th of them They are brow-beater ywed, and in 
upon, and depressed with the feeling that they have no adequate protection in thi 
United States and no capacity of self-protection in themselves. 





+) we.fon . 
than one-for posed 


a. en 


They dare not enforce their own laws to preserve order for fear of the laws of 
the whites; in consequence more murders have been committed in t last six 
months than for as many previous years. (10 Ind. R 





The committee proceed : 

These two accounts, one of India 
Kansas in 1856, } e in their tenor, come from 
character. Colonel Abert was long and favorably known at 
head of the Bureau of Topographical Engineers. Commissioner Manypet nty 
years after he had left the Indian Bureau, was requested by an Administration to 


in Al 





1& in 1233, the other of In 





Lk 





80 st! gly alil 





ntlemen of 








which he was politically opposed to serve as chairman of the commission to 1 
tiate with the hostile Sioux. 
t ~ ° . « 
For the present it is enough to say that those treaties in their practical ay 
tion made necessary the changes effected in the treaties of 1866 with the Cheroke 


Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, 
known asthe India 
northeast corner, an su war were required | 
tion of it for the benefit of their brethren in Kansas who, as it will be seen, } 
been brought to the verge of ruin byt I ! 

of their tribal relations. 

Practically, there was a repetition in 1866 of what had occurred between 183 
and 1840. Then a country west of the Mississippi had beer hased for Indians 
living east of thatriver. In 186 part of the south half of that region had to be 
repurchased for Indians living in the north half of it. The limits of the region 

t 


and Seminoles, who then owned all of whatis now 
Perritory except about two h l 
sone of there 








indred thousand acres in its 





ults of the to cede a por 





he system of allotments and the dissolution 


1 pur 
pul 





guaranteed to the emigrant tribes had already been eu l, and the 
object of the treaties of 1866 was to provide for a further cur Iment 
‘ * * * : ‘ 
Among the fifteen tribes visited by Commissioner Manypernny in 1853 there was 





one, the Wyandots, who, in case a Territory was organized 
their system, and “eonform to the new order of things In January, 1855 
made a treaty, which declares them sufficiently advanced in civilization, and that 

being desirous of becoming citizens, their relations as an Indian tribe shall be dis 
solved and terminated,” except so far as their continuance may be necessary for 
certain purposes, and such of the Indians as might desir vere to continue on 
tribal footing. Those who wished it were to be citizens. Their lands were to be 
divided, Those who were able to take care of themselves were to receive patents 
in fee-simple. In other cases lands were to be inalienable for five \ 
that, could be sold only with the consent of the President. 

It is doubtful whether any better subjects could have been selected for such 
experiment As far back as 1809 their progress in agriculture had attract 
tention. (Morse’s Report on Indian Affairs, appendix, page 16.) 

Mr. Caihoun, in a report to Congress January 15, 1820, places them in the 
rank among Indians who had made advances in civilization, (2 
and Judge Burnet, in his ‘‘ Notes on the early settlement of t 
from personal observation of their rapid advances in civilization from 18 
(Pages 386, 387.) 

But the experiment was a signal failure ‘ 
1855. Eleven years afterward a special age was employed to inves 
affairs, whose statement appears in the annual report of the Indian Off 
lle says: 

By far the larger part of the W 


wanted to « 











years ; and efter 











andots prefer to continue the tribal organi 
zation, have long been absent from the lands patented to them, and are living in the 
Indian Territory. Many others who have lived and acted as citizens desire to re- 
turn to the tribal state outside of the encroachment of white settlers. No matter 
how much they may try to live like white people, the whites think Indians have 
no rights white men are bound to respect. They are constantly robbed of 
and other property,” &c. (Page 254.) 

He adds that both the citizen and Indian parties wish to remove to tl 
Territory, and that those constituting the “ Indian party "’ claim to be the tribe 
and insist that the Government should ignore the others. (Page 254.) 

In February, 1867, a treaty was made which, after stating that some of the Wyan 
dots, having sold their land, are still poor and that others had become citizens who 
were not fitted for the responsibility of citizenship, proceeds in the thirteenth 
article to provide a home for them to be held “in common,” and for a registration 
“which shall show the names of all who desire to be and remain Indians and in a 
tribal condition.” (Revision of Indian Treaties, 840, 844.) 

According to prevailing opinions and theories this was 
ought to have had an injurious effect. l | 











+ } 
stock 





e India 














a step backward, and 


sllw it wor TY } ’ 
Practically it worked precisely the othe 











way. 
The annual reports from 1871 to 1877 show a steady and continuous improvement 
resulting from restoration to the tribal condition and tenure in commor 





In the report for 1871, on page 499, they are descri 
recently completed a reorganization. 
to the * f 


1 as ‘now a tribe, having 
Superintendent Hoag, on page 461, alludes 
condition of poverty, ignorance, and demoralization into which it has been 
so unfortunately throw He says rhe present faction holding tribal authority 
are incapable of making advancement toa better condition. Having neither funds 
credit, nor force, it is left for them to say whether their brethren who were uncor 
sciously and unwillingly made citizens shall be reinstated as members of the tribe 
In 1872 tl 











e Commissioner says, on page 39, they are poor and making slight 
progress. 
In 1873, they “‘ have had a year of prosperity and have made ble im 


considera 


provement in their farms and buildings portion of their 


have kept the greater 
children in school.’ (Page 213.) 


In 1874, page 229, they “ have been earnest in their efforts to improve their condi- 
tion.’ 

In 1875, they “are steady, industrious, and progressive, engaged in agriculture 
and have raised crops sutlicient for their subsistence.” (Page 101.) 





’ take great interest in education; as 


adjoining settlements; hi: 


In 1276, they are *‘in a very fair condition; 
well disposed as the average whites in the 
farms, and are improving financially.”’ (Page 57.) 

In 1577, ‘‘ they are asa rule enterprising and energetic. All are engaged in farm 
ing, some of them having fine, large farms, with all the conveniences of civilized 
life about them.”’ They “number about two hundred and fifty,” and “ have had 
sixty-five of their children in school during the year.” (Page 103.) 

The foregoing detailsare given because they show beyond all doubt thatitis a mis- 
take to assert that the tribal condition with lands held in common is unfavorable 
to improvement. 

There are other facts relating t 

The report for 1#55 shows that on the pay 
and fifty-four Wyandots. 

Comnnissioner Walker says, in 1872, (page 38,) “‘they number at present two hur 
dred and twenty-twosouls. Ten years ago they were four hundred and thirty-five. 

Thus, in 1862, seven years after they were made citizens and their lands were 
divided, the reduction in their number was one hundred and nineteen—more than 
one-fifth, and this reduced number sustained a further reduction during the next 
ten years of nearly one-half. 

On the other hand, from 1872 up to 1577, tl 
fall's statistical table indicating two hundre 
twenty-two in 1&72. 








his tribe worthy of serious attention. 


roll for 1*5) there were five hundred 


to 





> reports s 








na forty 
Land forty 
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‘The Wyandottes are the very Indians proc laimed by the friends of 
this bill to be now clamoring for lands in severalty. They tried it 
for twenty years and they voluntarily abandoned it. Having seve red 
their tribal connection they then reorganized it. We are now asked 
to believe notwithstanding their present prosperous condition that 
they are all at once willing and anxious to come back to that W hich 
prove -d such an entire and dis: strous failure. The testimony 1s not 
worth being considered; it is not reliable; it does not come here in 
any such way that we are required to give it credence or belief in 
any shape whatever. It is not reasonable, and it is not true. The 
Wyandottes in 188 ) pr rodnced 10,600 bushels corn, 7,430 bushels ot 
whe at, and of oatsa nd barle y 1,166 bushels, of vegets ibles 223 bushels, 
hay 260 tons; and the ‘y are all living in houses of which there are 152. 

I do not propose to read the entire report. The same state of facts 


r 
~ 
or 
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substantially existed with reference to very many other Indians, some 
of which are cited here. The Peorias and Miamies have been cited 
here as another evidence of the universal demand of the Indians for 


land in sé veraity: 
he Peorias and Miamies were also provide l with homes int country of the 
Senecas and Shawnees by the treaty of 15867 
Both tribes in 1854 had consented to a part / 
come considerably reduced in numbers. The Peorias remove dl to the Indian Ter 
ritory soon after the treaty of 1867, and are described by the Commissioner in 1872 


ion of their lands, and both had be- 








1s intelligent, well advanced in civilization, and successful in raising crops, (p. 38.) 
The Miamies then still in Kansas on their allotments are said, on page 32 of the 
same report, to be ‘greatly demoraliz ed, thet school has been abandoned, and 


their youth left destitute of educational advantages 

Let me repeat it again. The iad dians who have remained upon th 
land, who have gone upon the land in common and are ¢ iitusien 
it in accordance with Indian theology, with Indian law, and with the 
wrinciples of Indian political economy, are advaneing, progressing, 
while the Indians who remained on their allotments, s: ays the Com- 
missioner, are “ greatly demoralized, their school has been abandoned, 
and their youth left destitute of educational advantages.” 

I find in this report an item that I think is worthy of the attention 
of the Senate. Says the committee : 





One fact in connection with Miami lands which is stated on pages 144 and 145 
f the report for 1574 is worthy of notice 

I call attention to that because the chairman of the committee in 
charge of the bill declares that the two propositions go hand in hand 
to allot the land, and then to sell the remainder and apply it for the 
use of the Indians. There is the same provision in the act of 1854 
with reference to these Peorias and Miamies. 


A portion of them, amounting to 2,493 acres, were advertised for sale by orde1 
of the Secretary of the Interior on the 4th November, 1573 ; one hundred and sixty- 
five acres were sold, for which the amount received was 21,823.56, from which of 
course was deducted the ¢ xpense incurred in advertising. By acurious coinci- 
dence the cost of advertising amounted to precisely the same sum! The land 


brought $1,823.56 and the a dvertising bills were $1,823.56 

Then he adds that one hundred and sixty-five acres were sold sim- 
ply to pay for the advertising. 

In March, 1873, an act was passed toabolish the tribal relations of the Miamies 
under which separate lists were to be made on the one hand of those who wished 
to become citizens, and on the other hand of those desiring to join the Peorias in 
the Indian Territory. Under that act, out of the remnant of one hundred and six 
representing the tive hundred Miamies who emigrated in 1246, thirty-four became 





citizens, and seventy-two were placed on the Indian list to join the ‘‘ United Peo- 
rias and Miamies 

The good effect of this consolidation,” says their agent in 1877 has been seen 
in the energy with which they have been engaged ine nl: urging old and making new 
improvements. * * * They have good houses and barns, al oa any large farms 
well stocked with cattle, horses, an d hogs. The ir children hay ttended school 
with regularity, the attendance aggregating eig hty-s seven ”’ out of a population of 
two hundred and two. (Page 





I do not desire to weary the Senate, but there is another case or two 
here which I desire to notice, as I believe it will be instructive if Sen- 
ators will give proper attention to it. The committee say: 





But of all the experiments in citizenship and tenure in severalty, the one which 
is on the whole the most instructive is that tried upon the Pottawatomies, as fora 
while it promised to be eminently successfal 

Their treaty of Nove mber 15, 161, before referred to as prov i ng fora sale toa 
railroad company, assigned land in sever: ulty to those desiring it, while others were 
to hold, as before, in common. Those who received patents mi - t at the same 
time become citizens ‘i February, 1567, another treaty was made, looking to 
homes in the Indian Territory, and requiring a registration of those desiring to 
go to the new reservation and of those wishing to remain and become citizens. 
Under that provision more than three-fourths of them did become citizens, not all 
it once, but gradually. Of me first six hundred who had thus registered, the re- 
port for 1868 says, on pag 5, that they *‘comprise the most industrious and in- 
telligent of the tribe, and wi i make useful and respected citizens 

The report for 1-69 (page 33) speaks of the same Indians as * well educated and 
successful farm 

In 1870 (page 275) ‘‘a Jarge number of tl ose who have received land in severalty 
are prov ing themselves worthy of the high trust. They have * eee cultivated 
fiel ls, fine dwellings, and num« eae improved stocks of cattle, horses, hogs, 
&c., a 1h aring testimony to the wisdom of their choice. 

In 1: 71 the accounts begin to change—speak of many of them as “ good citizens, 
with large, tine stoneand frame buildings for residences, barns and granaries, and 
some of the best fences around their fields; * * * many of the men of in- 
flnence in Church and State 

The ntadds, however 








“T regret to say that this is not the case with quite a larg mber of those who 
have thrown off their tribal relations. They now declare their act in becoming cit- 
izens to have been premature; in their sober moments say they were intoxicated 
with the idea of becoming citizens. They have squandered their and money 
in gambling, drinking whi isk} and other evil habits, and are n I 











thrown upon 
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former, and should no longer be pt irsued They are not usually ab] sto x 


the corr upti ng influences which are thrown aroi all Senn by ‘te sicnine 
honest men, who cling to them like leeches until the sv have posse ase a th : 
of all their property and then abandon tl em to the charge of pub] 
charity. é ; 

The report of 1875 (page 0) says tha 
‘After having received and squandered their share 
from white competition and taxes a 
ren’ o » Indian Territory 

Commissioner J. Q. Smith (page 25, report for 1876 speaks of the P 
mies, who, after becoming citizens, squandered their substan nd 
returned as Indians dependent upon the bounty of the Government.” _ 

A letter from the Indian Office, dated January 14, 1873, to the Seere: 
Inter states that ‘ there are now 1,600 Pottawatomies, who have been, 
of the United States, residing in the Indian Territory,” under an act 
May 23, 1872, providing that they shall neither acquire nor exercise. yna 
laws of the United States, any rights or privileges in the Indian Territoy, 
than those enjoyed by the members of the ae an tribes lawfully residin 

Of the Pottawatomies who have thus gone back to the Indiai 
footing of Indians, giving up th leg 
says, on page 39 of the report fo 
taking care of themselves, and 
thrifty farmers 
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LWARES 
This description seems to apply pretty generally to th ins Who de 
avail themselves of the privileges of citizenship. Out of over one thousand D 
wares having that right accord to Commissioner Walker, (Ind. Question. + 
140,) only twenty used it, the rest, numbering 1,005, (Report for 1869, page 37 
tled among the Cherokees as members of that tr ibe in 1869. The Cheroke 





says of them, on page 232 of the report for 1872, that ‘‘ they are among o 
dustrious and enterprising citizens. Some of chem are opening very ]; 
and setting out orchards, and surrounding themselves with fine herds of hoy 
cattle.’ ‘They arenow just finishing a beautiful house of worship. Itissm 











will excel any house of worship in this nation as to style an ot. general apn AD 
They have the means to pay for it alrea contributed by themse! a 
also taking great interest in personal religion and in educ ation 

* ® é " * * : 





No one will pretend that such men are not competent to decide f 
whether the tribal relation or citizenship is best suited tothe * Wi n 
or not their “ very large farms "’ are sufficiently secure under 3 Indian tit 

The same remark applies to various other tribes that pre fer re red the Ind 
ure, particularly to the Ottawas, who, as it has already been shown, were suf 
intelligent to make extensive appropriations for education, and, after securin 
rivileges of citizenship voluntarily abandoned them. 

The Wyandots, who returned from citize ‘nship and severalty t form 
tribal condition, are descri ibed in the reports, parti icularly in those for 1*72and 187 











as superior to the rest of their people in energy and intelligenc 
Mr. President, the same thing may be said of all the Kickapoos 
Kansas as has been said of these other tribes. After receiving la 


in severalty the semi-civilized Indians, and some of them civilize 
abandoned their land in severalty and took up their line of mare! 
and went where they could occupy and hold land in common wit 
other Indians, and upon those lands they have made homes and th 
have made farms far superior in character to any they ever made up 





their allotted lands, and as you go west through the State of Kansas 
to-day from the old Kickapoo reservation you find an unoc: supied an 

uncultivated country. Why? Because this land was given to thes 
Indians in severalty years ago, and yet they have abandoned it and 
gone off somewhere else and the land remains unoccupied and useless 

The Sacs and Foxes of the aap also re ceived land in sever 
alty under the treaty of 1859, and they ultimately abandoned the 
land in severalty and took land in common. 

Now I want to call the attention of the Senate to the Micl 
Indians because there the effort to civilize Indians by giving then 
land in severalty has had a full opportunity of showing whether i 
was a success. These Indians had lived upon the borders of the set 
tlements for many years. They were agricultural Indians. The’ 
never had been nomads at any time in their history. They were th 
dwellers in houses and in villages, occupying their | land according t 
the Indian custom in common. The Government went to work al 
divided it, and gave to these Michigan Indians, amounting to six 0 
eight thousand in number, their land in severalty. Itisshown byt 
report that while for a few years they did well, they have almost & 
tirely abandoned those lands allotted to them in severalty. As fas! 
as the time expired during which they were pr evented from selling 
the land, they turned around and sold it, and they are now making 
baskets and picking berries and fishing and hunting and living 
only the poorest and lowest people of any country c: an. 

There are several other Indians whom I might mention, but as! 
have enumerated those with whom this experiment failed, I w 





to have worked well. I shall be fair with the friends of this bi! 
this subject. There are some Indians in Wisconsin called the Br 
ertown Indians, and they petitioned the Government for land in se 
alty and received it, and in that case it seems to have worked © 
but when they filed their petition to the Government for this ‘a! 
they said, “ We have been agricultural Indians for one hundr add a 
fifty years.” It is a little bit of a band of Indians that went I~ 
New England, and they have succeeded in maintaining the ioe 
and have progressed inste ad of retrograding. But the Stockbridge 
who, under favorable circumstances, ‘received their lands in 1 the sau 


their own resources a3 poor as the poorest.” (Page 416.) way, have retrograded, and in almost every case that they cowe hay 
Superintendent Hoag, on page 410 of the same report, says of them that— sold their lands. 

; A few have borne the ch: nze well and are prosperous; unfortunately a mu } on 1 oe 08 i ‘tteea have said, au 

larger proportion have retrograded into intemperance and poverty. T he policy of | I have skipped a good deal that this committee have ad, 

allowing Indians te become citizens in the midst of white people is ruinous to the ! would s uggest if any Senator wants to see a fair statement © 











fail to mention those where the allotting of land in severalty see 





<i 
pi 


1881. 


ease 


rt 
OTL. 


hese: 
L 

ped 
ransfer 
Ith St 

1res, 


Ce 


und 1 


awis 
1 

|, woul 

wn earnest J 
Mr. Presi 

worked we 


mit that 


+ } 
. y  etronaly in favor of making Indians citizens of the United States, and 
¢rrine their land titles from the national tenure in common to the indiv idual 
\ anveralty, experience has shown that in the great majority of cases such 
instead of benefiting, have proved injurious tothe Indian. 
That experience fully demonstrates that the holding their lands in common 
. Indian tribes is an effectual safeguard against the worst effects of Indian 





with all the evidence on both sides, he should examine this re- 
Among the conclusions to which the committee came were 


ile official recommendations, some of them entitled to the highest 


Apart from any considerations of justice or humanity it would be 
instatesmanlike to adopt measures which, by destroying that safe 
be calculated to reduce the great mass of them, in opposition to their 
srotests, to a state of hopeless penury and degradation. 


dent, it was said here the other day that this system had 


ll with reference to the Ute Indians of Colorado. I will 


there has not been sufficient time to say whether the 


2 ture of land in severalty is a desirable one so far as those Indians 


ora concerned or not, but it certainly has not done them any good. 
y+ te possible that if may in the future; yet the condition of the 


fairs in C 


is to justif 
cess. 


last summe 


been open 


ence of sev 


other point 

whites and 
A 

justify the 

ernment ha 


is 


olorado with reference to the Indians has not been such 
y the statement made here that the bill has been a suc- 


What would have been the condition of Colorado during the 
r but for the United States troops? There would have 


and flagrant war, as everybody knows, but for the pres- 
eral companies of cavalry at the Los Pinos agency, and at 
sin the State. The whole community were excited, both 
Indians, and nobody familiar with the country can pre- 


1 that to-day there is such a condition of affairs there as will 


Government in leaving those Indians—whether the Gov- 


s reference to the preservation of the Indians or the whites | 


immaterial—without troops in their vicinity. It cannot be said 


with any show of reason that it has been a success there. That is 
vet to be demonstrated. 


Ido not 
assume, ant 


propose to offer any factious opposition to this bill. I 
1I think I have proved by the references I have made, that 


all the assertions that this system will work well for the Indians are 


lenied byt 
tion. We 


upon the best class of Indians in the United States, and after years of 


he naked facts, denied by the experience in this very direc- 
have tried it and we have failed, and we have tried it 


trial upon this question we have found the Indians in a worse condi- 
tion than when we began. I assert now that there is not a single 


case where 
eralty. If 


they have bettered their condition by taking land in sev- 
they have held their own, if they have improved at all— 


ind the only case I can find is that of the Brotherton Indians—it is 


because th 
of cases th 
backward, 


made at ar 


ey were civilized when they took it; but in the majority 
at I have found they have not stood still, but have gone 
and all the advancement made to-day and that has been 
iy time by Indians in the United States has been made 


inder the system of holding land in common. 


I objecte 
advocated 
It is not in 


that ultim: 


they shoul 


Mr. Preside 


d the other day and I object now that, if this system is 
by the friends of the Indians, it is not in their interest. 
their interest that the land should thus be divided, and 
itely, although it may be twenty-five years from now, 
lL have an opportunity of parting with their title. Why, 
nt, twenty-five yearsis but alittle time; it willsoon come, 


and the Indian who gets his title this year and in 1905 is entitled to 
dispose of his land, will be morally certain to dispose of it to the first 
white man that comes along and offers him anything at all for it. 
What will become of the Indian when he has parted thus with his 


title? Wh 
valuable la 


o will take care of him? By that time the available and 
nd in the United States will be appropriated. The result 


will be that the Indians will be as we have found in some sections 


of the coun 


try; divided into little bands straggling through the com- 


nunity, living by stealing and pilfering and begging and other 


methods th 


at arenot reputable. That is the way they will live, and 


ina few years the whole race will be extinguished. I know a great 
many people in the United States who have given care and attention 
to this subject assert that that is the ultimate lot of the Indian, that | 
ho effort we can make will save him; but I doubt that. I believe 
au intelligent effort to save the Indians, civilize and enlighten them, 


Will ultima 
yeu cannot 
piec 


tely do that; but you cannot do it by enactments of law, 
do it by asserting that because they have lived upon a 


eof land they are civilized ; you must take them and put them 


in some fixed place—as I said to the Senator from Kansas last session 


in response 


to his inquiry—make them cultivators of the soil as soon 


as that can be done, having due regard to their prejudices and their 
preferences, . 


l'irst, if 


ossible, make them herdsmen, and then make them culti- 


cana -_ _ ; violate no prejudice of theirs unless it be absolutely 
ees ae t eir preservation and for their good ; treat them as In- 
ey . hot as civilized intelligent beings, which they are not; re- 
‘Tain their ferocity, keep them from committing depredations upon 


anybody, 


either white or red; deprive them of the means, if they are 


Dish thea reveling over the country ; keep them in one place ; fur- 
wine Sne and furnish them teachers; and there is where you 
cab at oo the work of education for the Indian, not at Carlisle, 
midst Witt ‘t not at a distant place, but at their homes in their 
provided for it the many thousand Indian children that are now un- 
juni bear impossible to educate them in the East. The school 
. ¢ established right there on the ground, and it cannot be estab- 


ished so w 


ell if the Indians are scattered over a great area of coun- 
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try as they must be if they take these large tracts of land; adopt the 





colony system as adopted by many colonies that have vsone into 
the West; give each Indian a little piece of ground big enough for 
him to live upon, big enough for him tocultivate, and give him onits 
borders pasture for his herds and his tlocks; let the Government put 


there its agent, and he ought to be a skilled man and he ought to be 
an intelligent and good maa, and give hi: ! 

them seed and tools with which to cultivate the soil, and 
years, in my judgment, this problem will be settled. It will not 
settled by any method of the kind proposed in this bill. 

I know that it will take a good deal of money, but I have never 
believed it was the duty of Government to economize in this parti 
lar. I believe it to be the interest of the Government to give the 
Indians plenty wherewith to advance themselves in civilization, and 
at the same time make them understand thatthey must be as soon as 
possible self-supporting. YT would not do as was done last session 
when you passed the Ute bill. I would not putin a provision that 
these Indians should be supported by the Government until such time 
as they chose to support themselves. I would have no such folly as 
that incorporated in a bill. I would say to them, “in the very nea 
future you must rely upon yourselves,” and I would treat them just 
exactly as an honest man would treat his boy who was not quite u 
mentally to his other children. I would foster him and protect him 
and guard him, and I would keep away from him the baneful inth 
mnees of civilization, and I would surround him with all that is g 
and valuable in civilized life. When you put them upon these lands 
you have taken away the power of Government to protect them 
against their greatest enemy, the use of strong drink. The tribal re- 
lations will be practically dissolved whenever the land is allotted, and 
that is what the Commissioner says in his report for 1250. With this 
allotment comes a dissolution of the tribal relation. They wil! not 
have both; they will not have the land allotted and the tribal rela 
tion maintained, That is not the theory of this bill. 

I said before, and I say it in no unkind spirit, the bill ought to be 


= 











| entitled a bill to despoil the Indians of their lands and make them 


} 


vagabonds on the earth, and a few years will demonstrate that what 
has been true heretofore with Indians will be true hereafter, and no 
matter who fills the office of Secretary of the Interior, no matter who 
fills the oftice of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and no matter who 
presides over the Committee on Indian Affairs, how great or how good 
they may be, they cannot escape the inexorable fact that this has 
been contrary to the interest of the Indian and contrary to the inter 

est of the white man whenever it has been adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar.] He proposes a ver- 
bal change in that amendment by adding after the word “and” the 
word “they ;”’ so as to read: 

And they are hereby declared to have become citizens of the United States and 


entitled as such to the full protection of the Constitution and laws 











The question being put, a division was called for. 
Mr. TELLER. Let us have the yeasand nays. That will bring 
in Senators. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
eall the roll. 
Mr. HOAR, (when Mr. Brown’s name was called. The Senator 


from Georgia [ Mr. Brown] is obliged to be out at the other end of the 
Capitol on business. He would vote for the amendment if he were 
present. He is paired with the Senatorfrom Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLS. ] 

Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Brown. ] 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 12, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—12 











| Baldwin Conkling Kellogg Mort 
Blair Dawes Lamat Rollit 
Burnsid Hoar Morgan I 
NAYS—2. 
Call Grove Pendleton, Walk 
Cameron of Wis., Hamptor Platt Whyte 
| Cockrell Harris *lumb Williams 
| Coke, Hill of Colorado, Pugh Windom 
| Davis of Illinois Kernan Randolph Withers 
| Farley Logan, Saunders 
| Garland McDonald Slater 
| Groome Mc Millan Thurman 
ABSENT—35. 

Allison Batler Hill of Georgia Paddos 
Anthon Cameron of Pa Ingalls Ransom 
| 3ailey Carpenter Johnston Saulsbury 

Bayard Davisof W.Va., Jonas Sharon 

| Beck Eaton, Jones of Florida, Vance 
Blaine Edmunds Jones of Nevada Vest 

| Booth Ferry Kirkwood Voorhees 
Browr Hamlin McPherson Wallac: 
Bruce Hereford Maxe' 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to amend section 5 by inserting after the 
word “ void” in line 15 the following: 

And provided further, That the lands so allotted may be leased for such term 
an‘ on such contlitions as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior 

I think the committee will not seriously oppose this amendment. 
Mr. COKE. I have to say in reply to the Senator from Kansas that 
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l represent myself upon that question. I intended to favor the 
| : : 


Iw } é : 
proposition, and J reserved the right to consider it when the bill was 


reported by the committee. 























tain to flow from a tiller of the soil having some interest in the soi! 


which he cultivates; but what sort of a class of people does the Sen, 
ator from Kansas expect that he is gathering in any community m,,),. 














Mr. PLUMB. If the amendment be adopted, I shall move to strike | up simply of tenants of the Indians, white people having no interes, 
at the word “lease” in line 6. j in the soil themselves but simply tenants of Indians, cultiyat;, 
Chis bill prohibits the Indian from alienating or encumbering or | the soil as lessees of Indians? Nothing could be so damaging to },° 
e -using all these words in the prohibitory clause—the lands | own State or any other State as a policy that would build up syer 
whieh they may acquire by reason of this bill. I understand the | society as that. It would be better not to do anything in the line 
theory of this bill to be to make the condition of the Indians self-sup- | this bill allotting lands to Indians than in doing it to authorize ; 
ne but it is not of any consequence, I think, in considering this | Indians to lease those lands to white men. It would be the wops, 
maatio her the Indian becomes self-supporting by reason of his possible thing for the white man as well as for the Indian. 
wn labor or by the use of the property which may be conveyed to I havea great deal of difficulty in coming to the conclusion tha; 
him through the medium of this bill. There ore now a large number | this measure is so perfected that it will do the Indian much good, yy: 
f Indians, or a very considerable number, in the Indian Territory | Iam disposed to go with the committee just as far as I can go y 
ul + the southern boundary ofthe State of Kansas, who, under | them, though I do not believe their measure entirely perfect, }y 
ed sent of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or the Secretary | being an advance in the direction in which something can he maj, 
.f the Interior, are leasing their lands to white men, who are farming | out of the Indian, and made out of the Indian by teaching him ¢) 
Phat has two results. In the first place,it gives to the Indian | first elements of civilization, the first ideas that come to the sayay 
support ; and, next, it gives to the white man an equally | in emerging from a state of barbarism into civilization. It is a ; 
- @ support. which he is willing to accept. It besides results in | sciousness of owning something which he has earned himself, a1 
. + just tt much more land than otherwise would be cul- | which he has the highest of all titles that can be conferred, namely 
ti that which results from the fact that he earned it with his ow, 
Now vive to the Indian by the provisions of this bill quite a hands. Instead of that the Senator from Kansas in a desire. a) 
lerable body of land, more I think than any one, be he ever so | proper desire I have no doubt, to see to it that there is no idle wh; 
‘ istic about the results which are to follow this bill, believes | community about these Indians, suggests that the Indian may, unde: 
Indian will ever cultivate or make any considerable use of, | the approval and approbation of somebody who happens for the ti 
it is desirable on all accounts that the land thus to be given to the | being to occupy one of the three-story marble buildings iu this cit; 
Ii 3m be cultivated. If the Indian will not cultivate it what | knowing as little about the Indian character and what is necessa 
5 ction to leasing it to some white man, under proper restric- | for their protection and civilization as we do in the East, to say 
t ‘ , | cultivate it, and not only cultivate enough for his own ] least, lease all this land, accompanying it with, for aught I see 
7 enough for the support of the Indian as well? I think, } this bill, with the power to sell the reversion to-day and lease { 
mnder the restriction that leases of this kind shall be subject to the | present estate to-morrow to the purchaser of the reversion. I t] 


nspection and approval of the Secretary of the Interior, not only 

yevil result to the Indian, but there might be not merely great 

sO he Indian, but great good to the community in which this 
and may be located. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I really am ata loss to understand 

t is the theory upon which this bill is to be supported at all if 

ere is anything sound in the preposition of the Senator from Kan- 

sas, [{Mr. PLUMB.] I had an impression that this was a measure the 

e of which was to induce the Indian to cultivate the soil and 


interest in the soil that would induce him to become a cul- 


To the 


shat S tilt 


the amendment of the Senator from Kansas, if it should preva 
would utterly destroy the bill and make it worse than nothing. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I am not called on to champion this 
bill. There are a great many features in it that I think ought to 
amended; I think this is one of them, and yet I will add that the { 
that I have seen the Indians, and especially the fact that I live west 
of the Mississippi River, toa certain extent disqualifies me from re: 
saying anything that shall have any authority on this subject what 
ever. ul 





I realize fully that the men who never have seen an Ind 
whose ancestors, like those of the Senator from Massachusetts, r 


vet some 

tivator of it, and to derive all the incidental advantagesin the prog- | moved them from the soil that they landed on, are the only men wh 
ress of civilization which come from industry rewarded. Now it is | ought to be able to say anything about this subject; but for the pu ei 
proposed to allot this land to the Indians, to be inalienable for | pose of illustrating the remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts % 
twenty-five years. He can, however, I suppose, sell the reversion, | about this planting question, I will read an extract from Mr. Palfrey’ Ps 
and now, by this amendment, he can lease the premises, and he can | History of Colonial New England, to show the way the Indians wer si 
do it with this beneficial result to the Indian, as stated by the Sena- | planted in that model commonwealth. On page 23, volume 3, Mi i 


+r 1 


stor from Kansas: it will furnish employment for the white man and 
food for the Indian without employment! The Indians can devote 
themselves exclusively to that process of deterioration, to that pro- 


Dre 
A 
cess of vanishing ont of sight, undisturbed, without any such malign 





Palfrey says : 
The number of Indians remaining within the closely settled portions of \ r 
England— a 
This was in 1685— 





influences as come from labor and the gathering of the fruit of the | was not now considerable enough to require any special precautions against d 

soil, and having something which a man may call his own because | fection which might arise among them. Four years before the revolution, G 

he earned it, because he raised it, and because he acquired just that | ¢T2°" Hinckley estimated their number, including all ages, in Plymouth, w 

tHtla + vhich the white man h: Instead of th: he Indian is they were much more numerous than in the other colonies, at less than six t 

itie to lt which the white man has. instead of that the ndian is, | sand. Thirteen years later it was believed that in Massachusetts proper t 

on the other hand, furnished by this process of the Senator from | were not many more than two hundred. These were all reckoned among praying 
Kansas with the aristocratic position of landlord. He is to be the | Jndians— 

landholder of that region where these reservations exist. He is to The italics are those of the author, not mine— ; 


have a tenancy under him, and be is to take and consume or waste, 
or what is more likely drink, the result of other men’s labor, without 
any toil on his part, and withont any trouble about growth in grace 
or in the material interests which are so likely to follow and so un- 
likely to exist without employing that industry which comes from 
planting him on the soil and holding out to him some inducement to 
work. The Indian will be an Indian as long as he lives unless he is 
taught to work. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President 
16 PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Massachusetts 
yield to the Senator from Ohio? 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I telegraphed the Senator from 








though experience had shown that in respect to security for their harmlessness 
their small numbers were to be more regarded than their religious profession 

In other words, it was a question more of quantity than of quality. 
In thirteen years, under the planting process inaugurated by the an- 
cestors of the Senator from Massachusetts, who now is aw fait on this 
Indian question, and who knows all about it, and who is entirely com- 
petent to tell what the people who are in contact with the Indians 
ought to do, and how their conduct in regard to them ought to be con- 
trolled and regulated—under such auspices, I say, in thirteen years 
the Indians of Massachusetts Colony declined from six thousand to 
about two hundred, planted, to use the expression of the Senator trom 
Massachusetts, planted in the soil. That is where they are. ; 

This is a bill which, if it is to be passed, is of some interest to the 


Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDs] at his residence this morning asking him | people in the West. We are to live in contact with these Indians, 
to pair with me until I could come into the Senate. One of the pages | and with the estates that are to be created by this bill. We give ; 


came tome a while ago and told me they were calling the yeas and 
nays, and I came into the Chamber and voted, supposing he was here. 


these people land in fee, to which they are not now entitled. he; 
are now, by common consent, and by the decisions of our courts, ¢0- 


. - 
I voted on the amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. | titled only to the possession of the soil; we propose to give to them th 
Hoan.] I find that the Senator from Vermont was not here, and did | fee of the land allotted to them individually, and to sell the remau 
. a not vote; and I ask unanimous consent that I may withdraw my | der of their reservations for their benefit, and we reserve fo the 1" \ 
i ite, as the result will not thereby be changed. vidual Indian a great deal more than the United States to-day perms 
hid lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuur- | any white man to reserve out of the public domain for his purpos’s 
| MAN } asks unanimous consent to withdraw his vote cast on the amend- | Take, for instance, the State of Kansas, the State of Nebraska, ne t] 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Hoar.] If there be | State of Nevada, or any of the Western States in which Indian &™ ‘a 
fe no objection it will be so ordered. The Chair hears no objection. ervations exist—— : Sr I 
a i : Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, nothing could be so bad for the white Mr. HOAR. Will my friend from Kansas allow me, before he oS ‘“ 
mie: man as not to have land to till and cultivate. It would be the worst | further, to point out a mistake which he made in quoting from = y 
r possible calamity to him I admit, and I would do nothing to deprive | book ? ri 
1 him of the opportunity of having it, but at present there is a great Mr. PLUMB. I yield to the Senator from Massachusetts. Hie S 
i deal of uncultivated and unoccupied land in the western country that Mr. HOAR. The Senator undertook to read from Palfrey’s “hich ) 
| he can take up and cultivate and derive all the benefits that are cer- | tory of Colonial New England this extraordinary statement W®" 


hie 





H 
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| think every Senator understood to mean as I did, that at one time | land which will be , comparati € Indiar 
a were six thousand Indians in Massacl husetts and thirteen years | occupancy. The se Indians \ 1 than any 
-or there were but two hundred. Chere are many m ore than two | similar num! ites respec 
peg She now. Dr. Palfrey says that in Plymouth, ich was orig tively. The ! the 
iF a separate colony “ four years before the Re volu ution * * * Indians may ( tior { 
ey | he Indians] were much more numerous than in the other col- | of the Secret to 
i ;:” they were estimated “ at less than six thousand. Thirteen | white men, os to 
; ‘a ter it was believed that in Massachusetts proper *__ which is Indians, but t suc} 
tally different territory and has nothing whatever to do with the portion, or al ‘ 
vy where the six thousand were, another authority —— | T hold that ! 
Mf he usetts pro} er there were not many more than two hun- cultivate it ’ 3 
» «¢Massachusett 8 proper ” embraced the o1 ily cons ‘de able set- | goes along S 
ties at that time, being Suffolk, Norfolk, anc di a fe w others in | tuting her ‘ stocracy, giving t d 
vy, In other words, the two hundre -d and the six thou sand | than the average of t i ( of American pet l i 
ited by different authorities and relate to totally l ] th ieir shif ‘ ‘ 
land. l { es ul ) | t 
JUMB. The difference between the Senator from , develope: { 
+. and myself, then, is one of degree. he W lag S 
eS we, HOAR. Itis just asif Dr. Palfrey to-day had said, ‘ and against their 
pay 000 Indians in Kansas,” and five years later anot mse the riches of 
~ Lid ' ‘there are two hundred in New Hamps i } ’ them ou Isayt 
: Mr. PLUMB. The difference between the Senator from Massa- | that is legislating 1 nly against the interest of the Ind 3 bu 
ce etts and myself, then, is one of degree, and not of ki h the 
¥ 1 tell me what be came of the Narraganse ‘tts and Pequod 
: ‘abited that colony when, not the people who were born on re 1sSa- The Senator from Massachusetts [ Mr. DAWES] w 
a hnsetts soil but who landed there and consequently | had 1 ight | that there is no white man of any respectability or entitled to a 
: : ‘fir put in an appearance, I will then consider t] 6 que: tion as | respectful consideration here who would rent land from an Ind 
; ther they disposed of them in thirteen years or fifty years. | If this bill is to be carried out the time may come \ ve! 
i HOAR. There is not any difference between my friend from | white people will be glad to have land that an Indian o s. ame 
ansas and my self. I have taken no part in any debate with him | which he, as opp ) the other people of the U: States 
Re h suggested any difference of opinion with him. The honorable | holds not subject to alienation and not subject to taxation. You make 
z Senator from Cannes read a passage from Dr. Palfrey’s history which him a landed aristocrat. I am objecting to that now; | 
FE in one tract of country at one time there were less than | make him besides the holder of lands which, by reason of 
six thousand Indians, and at another time, in a different tract | eultiv tion, stand in the way of the progress of the « t 
E wether, somebody else thought there were not many more than | whi y are located, a bar to their progres d a constant source 
4 oh He understood the statement of the author to apply | of irritation and discontent. Year after year you will find men co 
he same tract, to what now passes by the name of Massachusetts, | ing her the 1 Stat 
: i r wished to know whether he would desire to have that | provide ’ ( 3 of 
into the Recorp, and I rose to call his attention to what | the communiti h thes are located 
author really said. Now, I do not want to tell the Senator what | In fact, as I said, there are to-day lands which h 
K 3 become of the Pequods or Narragansetts without some occasion | but which they oeeu servations, which ar 
Pe ye o that chapter of history, which I do not at present see, and | of this very character. lands of the Indians of ) 1 
* I do not undertake to mingle in this debate at all. I made a correc- | ervation, of the confederated Miamies and Peorias, lo lin the I 
Re, st as I should have made it if the gentleman nad | mistakenly | dian Territory adjoining the State of Kansas, have | ti 
& ead from the census that there were three million inhabitants in | under leases such as | propose, with great advantage to J 
la etts when in fact there were but one million thre wal undred | themselves. If the Senator from Massachusetts w: 
usand. It is the mere fact to which I called his attention and it | as the Indias s who are to have the benefits of the pr : 
vas not an argument. bill will labor so that these lands may be cultivate vi 
Mr. PLUMB, This does not at all divert me from the point I had | longtime. After ke eping these Indians in a state of pu ri of 
ew. My attention was directed to it originally in view of the | wardship for a couple of centuries, it is now propos 
mn whicl h ensned a few mornings ago, in which the Senator | out previous notice and substantially without pre 3 pi ra 
Ver rmont [Mr. EDMUNDS] undertook to exalt a certain person | to say to them ‘ you shall take this land and on that land y hal 
hat he had succeeded in converting a certain number of Indians, | live,” and cut off from all resource except such as may exist in th 
e Sacee turned down the leaf for the purpose of being able to | soil, in their efforts to cultivate it they shall live or dic according 
ring the attention of the Senate to the fact that there were prayer- as they may labor. I say it is the essence of injustice to t ] 
ful Indians a couple of hundred years ago on the American continent, t 3 he India Is ( 
nd to show that the Indians of Saint Augustine, to whom the Sena- | ent has obliga 
r from Vermont referred, were not the only Indians who had given | perly to be discharge 
vay to the iniluences of civili ation and of prayer, and to notice the tment of t 
0 ent also of the historian ¥ who said he thought ou the whole the rows the bel ntly g 
ity of the white settlers surrounding the Indians resulted a great ken 4 educa 
le anaes from the fact that they were small in numbers than that i, That finds believers! ; 
hey had got religion. IfI have mistaken the boundaries of some of 5 { ‘ ) li i 
he New England colonies or prov inces, a1 d SO _ re been mistaken ) nan ho i 
$ to where it was that the six thousand Indians di =e eared, or, in | which ulled very great } ise itis great by comparis ! 
ruage of the senior Senator fom Massachusetts, were planted | it be ‘ hat all tl ] ns may at one ep 
1, I consent to that correction. The fact remains, 4 ge ever, | which the w of t Unit States occu} ‘ 
at the communities from which the Indian has been eliminated by 1 become ly tillers of the s 1 ) : 
rocesses of violence, of war, of robbery, as they are characteriz: d t caleu ca - 
v, are the communities that send men here to say what shall be vat sof life and suy st exact 
} with the remainder of the Indians, who ‘say to us people who | ple do. 
nv them as they are now, who are brought in contact with th em,} Mr. Presid the ext , 
who ha ve inte rests growing out of their interests and out of that | comment on this ] i rs 
: t, what shall be done with the remainder of the Indians upon pon | an account of ama! DP a 
1s continent. 1 ¢ nel! { y ur ) ( , l y 
ir. President, Ican submit to that. The bill which is before th: | be « abled to see by da 1 ‘ 
senate to-day, which Ms the sum of the wisdom of all these people | dropped dead; but the inventor Lhes Leo l 
pon this question, might well be entitled in its present condi tion to | one | f th st of ra ) l tl 
»© @ bill to exterminate the Indians now living upon the North | 
erican continent. Talk about inhumanity! This bill in its sub- o-day : endeav | 
nar aes the essence of inhumanity. I do not complain, because I | ri ilization that ar¢ hite 1 , thes 
oe ba here to-day charged with and supposed to be in favor of all | who insist on taking them by thes and  t 
“yr gs that are inhuman to Indians ; but this measure is the flower p , are com 
of that civilization which has set itself to a some rule for | a v terminatio 
: = lian conduct and for white conduct in re gard to Indians hereafter | i ‘ 
: one oy be in bright contradistinction from anything which has r estit 13 Inevitable, 
It We have got to take these Indians as they are; we h 
To come back to the text of this amendment, there wiil be in the | adapt our Jegislation to them as they are, not as we would have then 
y States of Kansas and Nebraska, yond in the States to ts formed out | We have got to give them the things to do which they can do. Wi 
i {the Territory of Dakota and the Indian Territory, large tracts of | must be satistied if we can make them self-supporting. Whether 
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they become the members of any 7! 
come learned in letters, or whatever else they become, the obligation 





orthodox church, whether they 


‘f the Government to them will have been discharged wheneverunder | 


‘ ranged eondit thines which our progressive civilization 
he langed condition of things which our progre IVe CiviilZavion 
has brought abont, they shall be able to take care of themselves, to 





ill their stomachs and to clothe their backs by reason of the appli- 
uuces which we have put in theirway. By just as much as we set k 
to take them beyond that we do them a wrong, and e enter upon 
vhat will inevitably be failure. We cannot egisiate them out of 


in which they are to-day. 
any more than 
nds th i the 


you may doit! 


W hat is the objection, then, 
man, “If you desi 


re 
ithe medium of a lessee, 





ronue 
rougi 


to cuitiva 


oa white 


¢ 








medium of an agent 

The Government wil © discharged from obligation concern- 

ng them. The Government is under no obligation to support an In- 
an who can support himself, but if you put them on these lands 
d they do not support themselves we shall year after year be re- 

] whed for it, that we have put them in a condition where they 

annot support themselves, and year after year we shall be applied 


to. as we have been for years preced n to put our hands into the 


] r 
iu, lI 





Treasury of the United States and vote money in order that these 
Indians may be supported under a condition of things in which they 
innot support themselves. 

Let me say one thing further. The policy of the Government with 
reference to the Indian has been very much like that of the old lady 
who said to her son. “ t not go into the water until 


John, you must 
vou learn to swim.” It issaid to these Indians, ‘‘ You must not learn 
to buy or sell: you shall take exactly what we give you ;” and year 
fter ‘year we have given to every Indian agency the same amount of 
flannel, the same amount of calico, of plows, of hoes, and of what 
not of annuity goods, giving them to the Indians irrespective of their 
lesire for them; and it is expected apparently that under the opera- 
tion of a policy of that kind these Indians would learn to take care 
The great need to-day is to give each individual In- 


tf themselves. 


anachance. Wherever you find an Indian ambitious enough to 
desire to take care of himself let him take his own property, whether 


of land or money or what not, and look out for himself; give it to 
1im and not make him abide by the action of his tribe, and instead 
f giving him the things which the Government thinks are his need, 
s you would give toachild, give him the money that belongs to him 
and say to him, “By just as much as you spend that providently or 
mprovidently you will prosper or otherwise.” If the Government 
will ever come to deal with these people as it ought to deal with 
them, as persons whe may support themselves upon a lower plane, 
ind who may support themselves not only by the use of the land, 
ut by the proper use of the annuities which are given them by the 
Government, that the Indian problem will be practically 
solved. 
But in this bill it is proposed that two-thirds of the tribe shall 
settle the question as to whether all the members of the tribe shall 
iccept lands in severalty. Two-thirds of the tribe, then, are to say 
that the other third are ready for this problem, and if two-thirds do 
not say so, then one-half of that tribe, who may ready to take 
are of themselves, to feed and clothe themselves, are to be held to 


] ] 


@ Trive. 








moment 


, } ee 





the dead body of t 

I said in the beginning, as I repeat, this bill if 

the rankest injustice of any legislation ever proposed or 

by the American Congress. If that postion of the bill which pro- 

vides that these lands shall not be alienated shall not be subject 

to taxation for a period of twenty-five years and shall not be leased 
til tl shall pass, you will find about 


passed will work 
ever adopted 





} 


9 
and 


| the same period your doors here 
irom year to year an increasing tumult from the communities in 
which you have set these people, exempt from the burdens of the 


Government and 


cultivate—a 
ces of which 


occupying lands which they cannot 
nult which you cannot prevent and the 
on cannot avoid. : 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the Senator from Kansas is not the 
t Senator who keeps in his drawer old books until the covers are 
worn otf to draw on a Senator when he puts forth an argument which 
e thinks difficult otherwise to answer. It has been pursued so often 
hat it has lost all its terrors for me. It is a matter of sublime in- 
ference any other desk in this Chamber is 
cked with an arsenal of old records about any imaginary delin- 
of people who lived two hundred years ago, whether they 
ved in Massachusetts or whether they lived in any other State. 
[simply suggested as an argument that a condition of society in 
h one portion were landlords and another were tenants was the 
‘ast desirable possible in this United States; much less was it desir- 
able when the landlord was an uncultivated and uncivilized savage 
und the te was a civilized white man; and what dol get as an 
answer? I get an old book that has laid in the desk of the Senator 
from Kansas ready for an emergency, from which he would have you 
believe that he reads that two hundred years ago in Massachusetts 
there was so unwise and wicked a policy of white men toward In- 
dians that they reduced in that Commonwealth the aggregate of six 
thousand Indians in eleven years totwo hundred. Ifthe Senator from 
Kansas thinks that is a legitimate answer to an argument that it is 
not wise to institute any such aystem of landholding in the United 
States as I have suggested, I pray him not to read, holding up the 
? 


book here as he thus reads, when the very next sentence in the book 


I conse 


yuer 


; ) , 
whether his desk or 


nant 
lal) 
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ee 


he stopped all 





here 


that in other parts of Massachyse+: 
1 the number of Indians had Jaro), 


’ 


except the county of Plym« 


; 
increased. 


B. Let me ask the Senator, right there, how many } 

re in Massachusetts to-day ? ee 
Ss Phat is not the question we are arguing. Just 
Iam engaged in a little episode with my friend as 
t makes the slightest difference to begin with the quest; 2 
two hundred years ago the people of Massachusetts v.., 
wise and humane or wicked and inhuman, like some in moder 
times, and whether the Senator has conveyed the truth even abo: 
the people of Massachusetts ? a 

Mr. PLUMB. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 

Mr. PLUMB. Will the Senator indulge the Senate a momen; ;, 
stating what became of the Indians who were settled in the Silda 
of Massachusetts at the time the Plymouth Rock people landed? 

Mr. HOAR. There was not any such colony when the Plymoyt} 
Rock people landed. siete 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Kansas is as innocent of the 





at 





whether 
whether 


} tts Were 
vy 


. ’ his- 
tory of Massachusetts as he is of any just and enlightened poliey 
toward the Indians of the present day. I beg the Senator to enjoy 
his right of having succeeded in not only perverting history, but per 


verting the page that he had before him. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not care to engage in a further discussion with 
the Senator from Massachusetts. He does not care to account for the 
absence of the Indians who were in that country; he does not cara 
to justify his own ancestors; and with that I am perfectly willing to 
leave it. Perhaps I might suggest that possibly they were disposed 
of as heretics; and that undoubtedly would bring it within the ortho. 
dox rule. 

Mr. DAWES. Ten chances to one my friend will get to talking 
about hanging witches in afew moments; there is no knowing what. 
His desk I doubt not is stacked with a magazine of papers on that 
subject. I know of those who carry on arguments with affidavits in 
their pockets, that they draw as the highwayman does some other 
weapon when he undertakes to force positions. 

Mr. President, what has that todo with this argument? The char- 
acter of Massachusetts in the past and in the present will stand any 
little puny assault at this day that the Senator from Kansas or any 
peer of his or mine in this Chamber may essay upon her buckler, | 
will read all of this paragraph to the Senate, and then say to the 
Senator from Kansas that it has no more to do with this debate than 
the questions which agitated Kansas twenty-five years ago, and ont 
of which she came forth a great and glorious free State; but nobody 
in this day thinks it becomes him in a debate in the Senate Chamber 
to bring up against the character of his State the circumstances: 
that time. Suppose I should draw out from my drawer the histor 
of the conflicts in the State of Kansas between the free-State m 
and the slaveholding men of that day, and the enormities and er 
ties practiced on her soil, the burning of her homes and the slaying 
of her citizens, does the Senator from Kansas think it would becon 





r 





a debate that ought to be carried on here in a spirit becoming this 
day and this age? Then why does he talk about what he mayt 
and assume to be the facts of an improper treatment of the India: 
tribes two hundred years ago within the limits of my State, or wh 





there may be other enormities of that day, judged by the star 
and light of this day, that neither he nor I would attempt to defend 
Sir, the question is whether it is wise for us to continue our pres- 
ent or the past policy that we have been pursuing with the Indians 
of this country; whether it be worth while to keep them on large res- 
ervations set apart to them as hunting grounds, and leave the: 
there to starve or feed them day by day with daily rations as you do 
the Army, and suffer them to groan over imaginary or real wrongs 
inflicted upon them in the conflict between them and civilizations 
in which they are most certainly to be worsted, or whether we shal: 
endeavor by a change of that policy consistent with an enlightened 
humanity to take them one by one by the hand and see if it be ! 
possible by slow degrees to lift them up to some position in this peop 
whereby they may tosome extent support themselves and learn to ovey 
and appeal to the laws of the land in which they live. That.1s 
question becoming the statesmen of this day, without troubling th: 
selves with the petty question whether or not my ancestors or U 
ancestors of the Senator from Kansas may have, according to the 
measures of the light of that day, done that which neither he nor 
in the sunlight of the civilization of the nineteenth century wow 
like to approve, oad 
I said I had hardly faith enough in the provisions of this bu! 
give it my support, but I know the spirit out of which it has c 
and I am disposed so far as I know how to give it my support > 
help, improve it if I may according to the light of my experience an 
knowledge, not equal to that of the Senator from Kansas, I say 12 2 
improper spirit, because I have not had it, it has not been my g00° 
or ill fortune to mingle with the Indians as he has; but, sir, I have 
less of that feeling which it is impossible for the Senator from — 
sas to disabuse himself of so long as he is a man, which grows ont* 
the constant witnessing the enormities and atrocities that have b en 
committed before his eyes upon weak and defenseless frontiersmen. 
Let the Senator disabuse his mind of the idea that anybody, whether 
live east or south, or anywhere else, approves or is indifferent t 





he 











1881. 


those enormities. Such bills as this come from a sincere desire 
‘part of their promoters to resort to some such policy as will 
‘ca the repetition of those cruelties and those atrocities impossible 
“she future contact of the white man with the Indian. 
.. HOAR and Mr. INGALLS addressed the Chair. 
: PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas. a ; 
HAWES. I promised to read, and if my colleague will allow 
-i1] iust read this, and then I beg the Senator from Kansas not 
‘the book out of his drawer as often as it may give 


ly asking him to read it as it is: 


aby of 





In l 





emaining within the closely-settled New 





lerable enough to require any special precautions against disaf- 
rise among them. Four years before the revolution— 

irgin it says ‘* 1685,” so that there is no occasion for the 

- from Kansas to think that means what is generally called the 









\ nariean Revolution; it means the revolution in England, the Sen- 
tor wil] allow me to suggest. Four years before that revolution— 


kley estimated their number, inclt 


the Senator 


iding all ages, in Plymouth— 


from 





ue has suggested to Kansas what 


means there— 





ling allages, in Plymouth, where they were much 
ier colonies, at less than six thousand. 


more numer- 





At Jess than six thousand ;” not more, but less. Then: 
irteen years lates— 


n the revolution of 1688— 





believed that in Massachusetts proper— 


That is, thirteen years later than 1688, which was1700, and that was 
fore Plymouth Colony and Massachusetts proper were made one— 
ere V ¢ not many more than two hundred. 
[wo hundred left in that colony. 
rhese were all reckoned among praying Indians, though experience has shown 
bat in respect to security for their harmlessness their small numbers were to be 
re regarded than their religious profession. 





And here is where the Senator from Kansas came to an end; but 

s follows: 

But the force of the tribes which roamed over the wide tracts now occupied by 
Maine. New Hampshire, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts was still unbroken, 

{had probably even been largely increased by the resort of savages who had 

nexpelled from their seats in the war which had been waged almost contin- 

y since the outbreak of King Philip. 

With reading this extract I leave the Senator and return to the 
Senator his book, so that whenever he finds it difficult to meet any 
ther argument suggested here he will have it in his desk to draw 
non some unfortunate opponent. 

‘Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair had recognized the Sena- 
or’s colleague, [Mr. INGALLS.] Does he yield ? 

Mr. INGALLS. I yield. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I do not think the remarks I made 

n the nature of a complaint about the way that Massachusetts 
treated the Indians. I only complained, if at all, that the Massachu- 
setts people were not willing to permit us to observe the same rule 
that they observed themselves, and that they assumed by reason of 

aving extinguished the Indians within their borders that they were 
etter calculated to say what people should do within whose borders 
Indians now exist. The question as to whether the Plymouth Rock 
people or the Massachusetts people or any other people in that State 
gauged their conduct towards the Indians by humanitarian princi- 
ples or otherwise, is a question that I did not care to go into, but I 
uly observed that by just as much as the Indian had been eliminated 
(rom a community, that community esteemed itself the best qualified 
t all the communities in the United States to say what ought to be 
ne with the Indians now existing. 

iam not going to challenge the correctness of the action of the 
0 le of Massachusetts, as I said before; but the frontiersman of 
‘o-lay who comes under the denunciations of people who have what 
sordinarily called the humanitarian view of the Indian question is 
uy aman who a few weeks ago left the confines of some New Eng- 
nd State. He finds himself on the frontier, in a new atmosphere and 

4 new condition of things, and he adapts himself accordingly, 
1d then he comes to be characterized here as a man who as such fron- 
ersman has lost absolutely all notions of right and wrong which he 
ght have been supposed to have imbibed in the country hecamefrom, 
ud to be a lawless, reckless creature, intent only upon committing in- 
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' jnstice upon the Indians, upon taking something that belongs to them. 
‘ Ghsars frontiersman Is not a western man except by translation; 
{ uc yet the fact is that when a man who lives upon the frontier, who 
1 's had personal contact with the Indian, who knows something of 
», > hature, who knows something of his disposition, who knows some- 
d > ‘8 & practical way of the relations that are bound to éxist be- 
- “Neen Him and the white man who lives near him, opens his month 
; » say anything about it, he is characterized at once as 4 man intent 
if ad ae larceny, as one who wants to do injustice that he may have 
n ae eee Chis bill relates not to those things that specially 
1. ti the people of Massachusetts except in the sense in which 
T “ce Concerns all the people of the United States, but it relates to 
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ple of the Western States where the Indians live and the Indians 
themselves. And therefore it is proper to consider all these questions 
which go to the details, to the practical effect of that contact. 

Mr. President, I think the comments which I made upon the action 
of the people whom the Senator from Massachusetts now represents 
were not at all unfair. He takes issue with me upon a question of 
dates and a question of boundary-lines, and yet he knows that all the 
Indians who inhabit that section of country which he is now so proud 
to represent and of which we are all so proud have been entirely elim- 
inated,except perhaps a few hundred of them who live to-day within 
the limits of Massachusetts, and who if they could have been benefited 
by contact with the superior race and by all the influences of civiliza- 
tion and of religion would to-day be the equals of the dominant race 
in Massachusetts ; but I venture to say that within the limits of that 
State to-day there is not as degraded a set of people as those persons 
who have within their veins the blood of the tribes who once owned 
all the land of that Commonwealth. They are not the men who toil 
in factories, they are not the men who till the soil, they are not the 
men even who rent land, but they are a class of people who as a class 
are degraded beyond all the other people within the limits of the 
State of Massachusetts. Contact with a superior civilization has not 
only exterminated the great bulk of those tribes, but has reduced the 
remnant of them, the poor and feeble remnant of them, to that condi- 
tion. They are not the men upon whose suffrages the gentleman from 
Massachusetts relies to-day for support. They are not the men who 
in any way are factors in the civilization which is the proud boast of 
that State. 

Mr. INGALLS. 

Mr. HOAR rose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Kansas yield 
to the Senator from Massachusetts ? 

Mr. HOAR. Just amoment. Ido not wish to mingle in this de- 
bate further than to say to my honorable friend from Kansas [Mr. 
PLUMB] that he errs in his statement of the character of the remnant 
of the Indians that are left in Massachusetts. There are a few hun- 
dred of them, perhaps athousand or fifteen hundred in all, Iam not able 
to say exactly what the number is; I have it not in my memory; but 
about twelve years ago we passed an act making them all citizens, and 
they dwellintwo towns chiefly. They are a poor people, getting their 
living chiefly by fishing, but they have a town of theirown, with their 
selectmen, their school committee, their regular organization, and they 
are avery excellent, worthy, temperate, and law-abiding people. My 
friend from Kansas having made the statement that they were the 
most degraded people we had in my State, I only wished to say this 
much in their behalf. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. KERNAN. Iask the Senator to yield for a motion that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Kansas yield 
for the purpose of the motion indicated ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the Indian question has now been 
under debate two hundred and sixty years one month and about 
four days, if this is the 26th of January, asI believe it is. I hoped it 
might be finally and detinitely settled to-night; but apprehending 
that possibly some person besides myself may desire to continue the 
debate for another day, I will yield for the purpose indicated by the 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. KERNAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. THURMAN. Pending the motion of the Senator from 
York, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. KERNAN. lL hope not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio, pending the 
motion of the Senator from New York, moves that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being on a division—ayes 
noes 2b. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the motion 
of the Senator from New York, that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After thirty-four minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at five o’clock and 
five minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


Mr. President—— 


New 
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The House met at twelve o'clock m. 
W. P. Harrison, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CARR LAKE, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA. 
Mr. SAPP. I ask unanimous consent that the Committce of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of a bill relating to my city alone, and thatthe bill be now 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


0 uat is bound to come closer and closer between the peo- ! put on its passage. 
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iversely the joint resolution (H. R. No. 355) referring to the accept- 
ences of decorations; which he moved be laid upon the table, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

' Mr. CONGER. I ask that the report go on the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

COLONIZATION OF COLORED POPULATION, 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported 
hack adversely the resolution requesting the President to negotiate for 
the purchase of land for the colonization of the colored population 
-e the United States ; which was laid upon the table, and, with the 
Ol vs . 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

RETIREMENT OF ARMY OFFICERS. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported, 
as a substitute for House bill No. 6723, a bill (H. R. No. 7034) to 
amend the Revised Statutes in relation to retired oflicers; which was 
ot ad a first and second tiie, referred to the House Calendar, and, 
‘+h the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JACOB B. KING. 

Mr. LE FEVRE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
pack favorably the bill (S. No. 388) for the relief of Jacob B. King; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 

>» vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
Private Cs ying rey I 
JEFFERSON SAVAGE. 

Mr. UPSON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. No. 1852) for the relief of Jefferson Savage ; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

TELEGRAPHIC POSTAL SYSTEM. 

Mr. MONEY, fromthe Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
reported back with a favorable recommendation the House resolution 
authorizing the establishment of a telegraphic system under the 
Government of the United States; which was referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ANTON SCHUMACKER AND OTHERS. 

Mr. RYAN, of Kansas, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 6959) for the relief of 
Anton Schumacker and ninety-eight other persons; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

LAND WARRANT, HEIRS OF WILLIAM SHEPHERD, DECEASED. 


Mr. RYAN, of Kansas, also, from the same committee, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 5816) authoriz- 
ing the issue of a land warrant to the heirs of William Shepherd, 
deceased, in lieu of one lost; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BICKNELL. Mr. Speaker, I now call up for consideration the 
Senate resolution in reference toa joint rule to regulate the counting 
of the electoral vote for President and Vice-President. 

Mr. SPEER. Iask the gentleman from Indiana to yield for the 
present for the consideration of the Yeates-Martin election case re- 
ported from the Committee on Elections yesterday. 

Mr. FFELD. Mr. Speaker, this case of Yeates against Martin was 
reported only last night to the House. The report has just been 
printed and placed in the hands of members. It never yet has been 
demanded that the consideration of an election case shall be begun 
on the day after the report was made. It has always been customary 
to allow one or two days to enable members to examine the report 
and prepare themselves if they shall see fit to make speeches upon 
the question. The republicans want no unnecessary delay in this 
casé or any other case. All we want on this side of the House is that 
we shall have an opportunity of examining the report, for which 
purpose one or two days’ time should be allowed, by which means we 
will be enabled to vote upon it with intelligence. I should think 
that two days at least ought to be allowed. — 

Mr.SPEER. This case, Mr. Speaker, is quite as thoroughly well 
understood by the committee as it can be after an examination of two 
days ora dozen days. It can be easily understood by the House on a 
The, brief statement of the facts. The reports in the case are short. 
2 oe succinct and clearly indicate the nature of the contest. This 
case has been pending here for a long time. The end of the session 
's approaching, and I see no good reason why it should be delayed 
any longer, a ; 
oon tocay further, Mr. Speaker, that the substance of the mi- 
minediin ne — printed a good long time before the report of the 
lane ae submitted, so that the substance of it, at all events, has 
Gane ee of the committee, if they desired to examine 
Mr KE i considerable time. ‘ ee 

ar FER. Not as it is now. There was no minority report 
— until this week. , 
sae SPEER. I say that the substance of the minority report has 

generally well understood for some time. 
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Mr. CALKINS. I think the gentleman from Georgia will agree 
with me that it is not asking too much on the part of the House that 
at least two days should be allowed for the examination of the report 
and testimony. It is not unreasonable to ask that the members of 
the committee, also, shall have an opportunity of looking into the 
majority and minority reports. There is no difficulty on this side of 
the House, and certainly no desire to make any captious objections 
to the consideration of the case at a proper time. It is only asked 
that sufficient time shall be allowed for the examination of the re- 
ports. 

Mr. SPEER. It is impossible to hear all the gentleman from Indi- 
ana has stated. May I ask what it is that he proposes, or what the 
substance of the agreement is which he desires to have made? 

Mr. CALKINS. I say that I did not think there ought to be any 
objection to allowing the case to go over for one or two days, so that 
members of the House may have an opportunity to look into the ma- 


jority and minority reports, and give to the question that considera- 


tion which should be given to it before they are called upon to vote 
upon it. I hope the gentleman from Georgia will not object. 

Mr. SPEER. I will agree that the case be taken up to-morrow 
after the morning hour. 

Mr. COX. I object to any agreement of that kind. The Dill 
reported by the Census Committee may come up to-morrow. 

TheSPEAKER. This is a question of the highest privilege, and if 
the House wishes to bring it up it is within its power to do so. 

Mr. FIELD. The reports cover thirty-three pages. There never 
has been any report from any sub-committee on this case. I agree 
that it may be taken up two days hence, that is on Saturday, to-mor 
row being private bill day. That will give two days to allow mem- 
bers to read the reports. 

The SPEAKER. To-morrow is not private bill day. 

Mr. FIELD. Then I will agree to the case being taken up on 
Friday. 

The SPEAKER. Friday is private bill day. 

Mr. FIELD. Very well; say Saturday. 

Mr. MANNING. That is too late. I suggest to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. FIELD] it is hardly ever the case that members 
of the House read the reports. They rely very largely upon the 
speeches that are made; more by far on what they hear in support 
ot the views that are incorporated in the respective reports than on 
the reports themselves. Not one member in twenty, perhaps, reads 
the reports. And I think so far as the Election Committee is con- 
cerned that every member of it is well prepared to go on and finish 
this case now. 

Mr. FIELD. I think the gentleman from Mississippi will agree 
with me that this case does not turn on any single point, but involves 
several important questions. 

Mr. MANNING. They are strictly legal questions. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I rise to make an inquiry. What 
has become of the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. Bick 
NELL?] I have not understood him to yield. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. It has not been stated that the 
reports in this case have been printed. 

Mr. MANNING. It is suggested by the gentleman from Illinois that 
the statement has not been made to the House that the reports in this 
case have been printed. Both the majority and minority reports have 
been printed, and both are accessible to every member of this House 
who desires them. 

Mr. KEIFER. I wish to add awordor two. There is noobjection 
to considering this or any other election case as promptly as it can 
fairly be done. I am warranted in saying that there are a number of 
the members of the Committee on Elections who have never read the 
reports, or the substance of either report. 

Gentlemen will notice, when they look tothe reports which we got 
here a few moments ago, that a bare majority of the committee have 
signed them; that there is not a majority of the committee signing 
the majority report, even. Now, I want to say that there are in- 
volved in this case some very grave legal questions, not only grave 
as applied to this particular case, but questions that are liable to run 
through a very great many contested-election cases. On some of the 
most important of those questions the committee divided, not polit- 
ically, and they are controlling questions here. Tor the first time I 
have myself, afew moments ago, received this report. Under the 
rules of the House, a copy of the report when printed is to be sent to 
each member. This morning’s mail did not bring to us this report, 
because it was not ready. We only find it here since the House met 
at twelve o’clock. We are not prepared at present to fully debate it, 
and there is no other case that bas been hurried in this manner I 
think that at least two days ought to be given to those interested in 
this question to read and consider the reports. 

Mr. FINLEY. Will the gentleman yield for a question ? 

Mr. KEIFER. Certainly. 

Mr. FINLEY. The gentleman is making a complaint that there 
has been no time given, and says there has not been a precedent of this 
kind before. Did the gentleman himself not force a contested-elec- 
tion case upon this House the other day to unseat ademocrat and seat 
a republican when the report had not been printed but one day 

Mr. KEIFER. Mr. Speaker, I did nothing ofthe kind. The report 
in the case to which the gentleman refers had been printed, circulated 
through the mails, and furnished to every member, and two or three 
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ed for gentlemen toread it and examineit. It wasa |} there were members of the committee who were not present 

















1] 


days were allow | and wh 
very short report anda unanimous report. I will add farthe r, before | did not hear the reports read in committee, and that the *y have 
I called up that case in courtesy to gentlemen on the ctherside of the | been pri ted. 
House, and especially the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. MANNING, } Mr. MANNING. IL understood the gentleman to say that ; tins 
who was the chairman of the sub-committee who considered that case, | small number of the members of the committee had seen ena 
I went to him and asked him if there was any objection to its being po . 
called up and he said no. | Mr. KEIFER. Oh,no. I said that only a bare m lajority had se 
Mr. MANNING. Thatisright. There was nocoercion inthe bring- | them. I was not exactly accurate in th: it, for I tind that the report 
ng up of that case so far as I nderstood. are signed by twelve members of @ 1e committee. a 
Mr. KEIFER. Andthe crentleman’s lieagues Vv ladmit that there Mr ae ANNING. You were sugg resting as a reason for hot takine 
was the utmost courtesy in the conducting of thatcase. The gentle- | up the case to-day that members were not prepared to consider ; 
man from Ohio [ Mr. FINLEY] is entirely mistaken in his supposition | now. 
th: it I hastened and forced that case up against the h of members Mr. KEIFER. Yes. : 
of the committee or of the House. ; Mr. MANNING. That you yourself wanted an hour, e 
Mr. SPEER. pat yd know that every member of the Committee} Mr. KEIFER. Yes. Fs 
on Elections has ud the report in this case: but I know that each Mr. MANNING. I will remark in that connection that I do yo: 
member of t] e has had an opportunity of reading the sub- | want any time myself. But as you are wanting time to discuss ¢] 
star of tl ibstance of the fact and argument upon case, pl ease make a suggestion to us as to what time is wanted or 
wl the re land the papers embodying that substance that side of the Hous ; 
een read and discussed by the Committee on Elections. Icon-| Mr. KEIFER. I am not able to say at this moment 
t there are aue sin this case, but gentlemen will| Mr. MANNING. If youmake ademand on us you should go a litt, 
te as well prepared to consider those questions to-day or to- | more into details as to the character of the demand. 7 
_notwithstand ng their gravity, as they will be several days| Mr. KEIFER. Iam not’ prepared to say. There are five gent). 
later. | men who want to speak, but whether each one of them wil ll want ; 
I make a proposition to the gentleman on the other side, that we hour I am unable to say. a 
will take up this case after the morning hour to-morrow, and will Mr. MANNING. Will four hours answer? 
consider it without those objections which occasionally occur, with- | Mr. HUMPHREY. Say five hours. 
out anv dilatorv motions. If they will agree to that I will agree, with Mr. MANNING. Four hour on both sides 
the consent of the gentlemen around me, to postpone the considera- | Mr. KEIFER. Four hours on both sides? Oh, no; we could ny Es 
tion of this case until after the: orning hour to-n lorrow. Thenevery | agree to that. P 
leman have had time to read the printed report. | Mr. MANNING. Two hours on each side. a 
r. KEIFER. Is theg an from Georgia submitting a propo- Mr. KEIFER. Oh, no. I think we will eT not occupy as Be 
| much time as I have indicated, but I would not like to agrce to th, 
SPEER. Yes, sir. | Suggé stion of the gentleman at ‘this ti me. The contestee is in his seat 
Mr. KEIFER. I did not understand the gentleman. | and will probably desire to be heard. There are members of the (C Com- F 
Mr. SPEER. I agree to take this case up after the morning hour mittee on Elections who desire to be heard, and I am gure that two 
to rrow | hours only on this side of the House would ‘not be adequate to a fu 
Mr. KEIFER. Let it be the next day | and fair ‘deo ussion of the various questions that arise in this case, 
Mr. SPEER. The next a: private bill day, and t lay after| Mr. FIELD. It seems to me that four hours for debate, with a: 
tha ll be Saturday. | hour after the previous question shall be called, equally divided be- 
Mr. KEIFER. Well, Saturday will do. | tween the two sides, is a reasonable time. 
Mr. SPEER. Ido not propose to take up an important case of that The SPEAKER. Especially at this stage of the session. 
sort on either of those days. The gentleman has conceded theim-| Mr.FIELD. Yes, sir. 
“* ince of this case. | Mr.MANNING. Will your side of the House agree to that 
- MANNING. I want to call the attention of the gentleman from Mr. FIELD. Unless objection is made. 
hio [Mr. KEIFER] to a mistake he has made— Mr. MANNING. It is then understood as agreed to. 
“Mr. KEIFER. 1 moment. | Mr. FIELD. I willagree to it individually. My individual opit 
Mr. MANNING. . | is that four hours’ debate, equi lly divided between the two sides, I 
Mr. KEIFER. ) ent ‘om Georgia [Mr. | and an hour after the previous question is called, also equally divided 
SPEER] before answering his question, whether any limitation is to } will be sufficient time. 
be put on debate in th ase 7 ; Mr.SPEER. I desire to understand if that isa distinct agreement ? 
Mr. SPEER ion has not been considered. i TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts makes that 


in will have to be considered and decided | proposition so far as he is concerned; and the Chair presumes it will 























n connection wi ier question. | be agreed to. Does the Chair understand the agreement to be 
Mr. SPEER. That will have to be determined by the disposition | there shall be five hours’ debate in all. 
of the House. lor myself I have no disposition to limit debate. | Mr. BARBER. I object. 
Mr. KEIFER understand that the gentleman from Georgia has} Mr. KEIFER. I want to say that there are gentlemen here fro! 
charge of this case, and probably he will be able to speak at least | North Carolina—not only the contestee, but tg aga ak desir F 
for his side » House n that question. | speak on this question. At least two, if not three of the members , 
M PEI ie ee much time does the gentleman want for debate? | of the Committee on Elections who signed the views of the minorit q 
Mr. KEIFER. Lam not pre d to say. I want an hour for my- | want to speak; and I think, in view of the importance of the qu a 
self,and Iki hat f ntlemen of the committee likewise want | tions involved, they ought to have the opportunity. We ought not FE 
in hour. | to cut off these gentlemen with two hours or two hours and a hali 3 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. We will give you as much time in At the same time I pledge the gentleman that if a fair time is give 
this case as you allowed on the Bisbee case. Is not that satisfactory? | for debate, so far as my influence may go, there shall be no factions : 
Mr. KEIFER, Allow me to answer the gentleman from Illinois, | opposition to the final disposition of this case. é 
(Mr. TOWNSHEND.] We<¢ iiered every man on that side of the House | Mr. an ee We desire to know what you consider fair time. i 
an hour if he wante t » Bisbee case, and none wanted it. | Mr. KEIFER. Fair time is such time as will give to ge ntlem 
Mr. TOWNSHEN is. We will sive you an hour. | who are pompersd to speak in good faith the right to speak. 
Mr. KEIFER. |] rive us the same timethat we proposed | Mr. MANNING. How many of them? 
to you in that vill be quite satisfied. Mr. KEIFER. I do not think beyond five. 
M ANNING suggest to the gentleman from Ohio} Mr. MANNING. That would take five hours. 
[Mr. KEIFER] that to the matter of fact to which here-| 1 er Say four hours. 
terred, that these reports had not been read by the members of the | Mr. } MANNING. I submit tothe gentleman from Ohio that in thes 
; Committee on Elections— | closing a s of the session we ought to be able to agree on less time 5 
: Mr. KEIFER. By all of them. than the ge ntleman now indicates. Four or five hours to be ocet 
Mr. MANNING. Barring all that transpired in the committee- | pied on one side would certainly be unreasonable. It is hardly to 
room, where, as the gentleman remembers, the r ports were read and | expec ted that all gentlemen interested in the case should spea 
canvassed very thoroughly, and judgment was then reached andpro-; Mr. BARBER. ‘I object to any arrangement at this time. 
; nounced upon them, [ find by reference to the signatures of these | The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. SPEER] gives 
reports that they are signed by twelve members, among them the | notice that he will call up the North Carolina election c ase to-mor- 
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; . va dnrat 
gentieman from Ohio. row imme diately after the reading of the Journal. As to the dura 








i Mr. KEIFER. Yes. | 0 f the debate there 6 em s to beat pre sent no agreeme nt. 
a Mr. MANNING. Five members signed the minority report and| Mr. SPRINGER. he previous ques stion can be ordered wheneve! 
; , seven signed the majority report. a major ity of the House shall so decide. 
te Mr. KEIFER. Certainly. The SPEAKER. It is within the power of a majority of the House 
Ha Mr. MANNING. Theretore I submit to the gentleman that the | to order the previous question. 
z Ba statement that he himself is not familiar with the contents of these Mr. SPRINGE R. If noagreement is made, we must settle the = 
ans “7 : ter by calling the previous question when the debate seems.to Sav‘ 
hae Mr. KEIFER. I was not speaking for myself, except to say that | reached a reasonable limit 
e 
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se now consider this resolution ? 


ISTRICT < COLUMBIA. 





RR. b , rons Ss » Committee 
CUbDD, . 7 cee . coi 
nriations bill (H. R. No. 70 making appropriations to 
Y ) abl e 4? hs e= sey 
. the expenses of the government of the District of Colum- 
pe + 1220 epee 7 a 
the fiscal year ending J ), Issy, ¢ l for other purposes ; 
ead a lirst and seco t ., and ordered to be printed 
31 ‘ 
, 
Me 
I 1 s¢ Ve i s 5 





WILLIAM M’GARR 








pic! I ask unanimous consent that the Committee o1 
- be discharged from the further consideration of the bill (HH. 
(992) for the relief of William McGarrah ind that it be 
y the Committee on Private Land Claim 
rno rbjec tion, it was ordered a¢ hd 


ELECTORAL COUNT. 


I demand the previous qt 
I The gentleman from In Lé 

ed and de mands the previous 

ran f Mr. CONGER] rose for some pu 

I rise for this purpose: the Chair has stated that 

an irom Indiana is reco; ONZE d and demands the previous 


q oo 


rpose. 


wt 
e tlel 


n from Indiana himself stated that 
ait 1; the Chair only repeated what 


SPEAKER. The g 
nded th e previous 
tleman said. 

fl CONGER. He does say on 

narticular in stating the question. 

SPEAKER. The subject has been stated already. The gen- 

n from Indiana has already stated that he called up the resolu- 
relative to the ele ctoral count; and the Chair so announced. 

} entleman from Indiana states further 

to the House) that he demands the previous question thereon. 

‘ir has stated to the House everything that he had the power 

yas to facilitate an intelligent understa 





not 


what ask the Chair 


2 
tsubject. I 


No doubt of that, Mr. Speaker; Iwas not speaking 
ut amid the confusion aaa seine and by reason of the intri- 
ions that arise, the Chair will see how important it 
should know exactly what we are doing here to-day. I 
Lise the question of consideration on this electoral-count 
ition this morning as against the field. [Laughter. ] 

» SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan raises the question 
nsideration which would properly come up prior to the demand 
he previous que stion. But the gentle man in substance states, 
r understands, that he did not hear the gentleman from 
ce the demand; and the Chair never takes advantage of 
ventleman under such circumstances. The question is, W ill the 





of the questi 


TY 


question being taken, there were—ayes 119, noes 110. 
I call for tellers. 

BICKNELL. I call for the yeas and nays. 

SPEAKER. The yeas and nays are demanded by tl 
from Indiana; which would make tellers unnecessary. 
.CONGER. Tellers would be the regular order. [Laughter. 

The Chair has always recognized the demand ne 
sand nays as taking precedence of the call for tellers. 
A vote by tellers first would accomplish our 


ie gentle- 


pur- 
better, , 

The demand for the yeas and nays, being a con- 
ial right, is recognized by the C hair as superior to de mand for 
‘and the question will first be taken on ordering the yeas and 


as and nays were ordered. 
» question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative— 


: Ve a] ») x S » e 
W, nays 124, not voting 38; 
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nding of what was | # 
} Crapo, 


(which the Chair | 
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Frve Monroe lay! 
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Haskell Norcross vl off, J.T 
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Cowgill, Keif Ric Williams, C. G 
Crowley Kelle tichardson, D. P Willits, 
Daggett, Ketchan eson Yocum, 
Davis, George R Lapham Robins Young, T iL 
,OT VOTING 
Barlow, Ford Killinger raylor, Robert L 
Bayne, Gibson M Ward 
Bragg, Hall M White 
Brig! Harris, Benj. W Mors¢ W hitthorne 





Hawley, row Willis 





De La Matyr Houk Wood, Fernando 
Dick, ILubbe Reed Wood, Walter A. 
‘vi Hutchins Rothwe Young, Cast 
James Scales, 
Jorgensel Smith, Hezekiah B 





So the motion was agreed to. 

The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk : 

Mr. GIBSON with Mr. CRAPO, on all ae for Wednesday and 
Thursday of this week; but not to break a quorum. 

Mr. JAMES wit h Mr. BRAGG, on joint resolution pertaining to the 
electoral count, Mr. BRAGG reserving the right 1 neces- 
sary to make a qu 


r whe 
1oTrTum. 
Mr. BAYNE wit 


to vote 


h Mr. NE, on this vote. 


Dick, for this day 


r. VHITTHOR 
Ir. FERNANDO Woop with Mr. 
r. BRIGHT with Mr. FISHER. 
r. HAWLEY with Mr. WILLIS, on this vote 

I e, with Mr. Houk. 

Baty ALTER A. Woon. 
HUBBELL wi sr ‘“AYLOR of Tenness 

. WARD with } Mr. Ev : NS. 

r. FINLEY with Mr. MITCHELL, on this vote. 
re voted in the affirr ath e and Mr 
he vote was the 


Mr. BICKNELL. 
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Ir. YOUNG, of Tennesse 
Ir. HUTCHINS ¥ coh 
Ir. 
' 
il 
t 
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M 
. MITCHELL in t 
corded. 


ie prey 


would 


FINLEY 
he negative. 





yuinced as above'r 


noanr 


1ous questior 














Mr. CONGER. Pending that, I move that there be a call ofst 
House. 

a SPE AKEI Che last vote develope ence of a quorum. 

*. CONGE]I “The I e!1 vy order a 16 House notwith- 
st nat ng. Ther men who are not here attending to their 
duties. [ Laug tsay thatina political sense. [ Laughter. ] 
Gentlemen on both sid the House are absent against the rule 

rhe SPEAKER. ethe C to re n ext t 
from the Digest 

The Clerk re a ; follows 

By the ¢ titution of the United States ler num rum of 
‘ 1 Hous be 1orized to compel the attend e of abst ember 
such mani nd und h penalties as each Hou rovi 

In the absence of a quorum fifteen members, ir he the 
one, shall be aut) d to compel the attenda f me it whe 

ss tl that number are present a motion for a call b ! 

a ¢ of the House shall. not bein order after t nre ! onde 
rT ent 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will re 2 of Ri XV 

rhe Clerk read as follows: 

Int ibsence of a quorum fifteen member icluding the Speaker ther 
one, shall be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, and in all 
calls of the House the names of the members shall be called by the Clerk and the 
ibsentees noted; the doors shall then be closed, aud those for whom no suflicient 
excuse is made may, by order of a majority of those present, be sent for and ar 






here ve rthey may be officers to be ¢ appointe d by the Sergeant-at 





found by 








nsfortha t pur pe Sane iratten ce Bex d id the House shalldetermi: 
upon what condition tl shall be discharged. 

The SPEAKER. "De es the gentleman from Mic] 1 «i to | 
heard on the p int ? 

Mr. CON tER. Che pr POSILION seems Now to be so appa ently us- 
tained by the rules, I can har cones essary to argue thi 








Pee sibit 


Ce a 8c. 


er 


news: 








it where there is less 


9AS 
I will simply say this, th 


point with the Chair. I 
than a quorum there is no alternative, and there are but two motions 
which can be made—one for a call of the House, and the other that 
the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recog hi 
rum present to conduct business under the rules of t 
the roll-call just taken two hundred and fifty-four members have 
answered to their names. 

Mr. CONGER. My object is to have the absentees, 
members, present to attend to their duties, and I desire to state to 
the Chair that itis with some reluctance I make this motion. I know 
not that it has ever been made since I have been a member of this 
House or since the present occupant of the chair has had charge of 
its roles. But there is an important question presented here to be 
decided, and I have made this motion, as I have stated, with a great 
deal of reluctance, at a time when there is a good deal of eagerness 
on all sides of the House, which I share with other members pres- 
ent, to progress as fast as possible with this business. I shall hope, 
therefore, that the ruling of the Chair on this point will not prevent 
a quorum from being present and attending to thei! business. 

The SPEAKER. ‘There is a quorum present. 

Mr. CONGER. But sometimes two-thirds are required. 

The SPEAKER. The roll-call shows that two-thirds of the whole 
House are present. 

Mr. CONGER. But the right of the House to compel the attend- 
ance of its members is absolute, if ordered, under any circumstances. 
Now, there are certain members of the House absent, as the roll-call 
has developed. It is certainly within the power of this House to 
compel the attendance of its absent members when the order is made. 
I only ask now that the order shall be made to compel the attendance 
of a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. That is in pursuance of the terms of the Consti- 
tution and rules of the House when a quorum is not present ; and the 
language of the rule of the House conforms to that provision of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. CONGER. lI ask for the reading of the rule bea 
question. 

The SPEAKER. 
tion as presented. 

Mr. ROBESON. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. ROBESON. I notice by the rule which has been read under 
the direction of the Chair, that after the previous question has been 
called then there shall be no call of the House unless the Speaker 
finds by actual count there isno quorum present. That provision in 
the rule, or by that negative provision, it is declared affirmatively 
that at any time before the previous question has been ordered there 
may be a call of the House. Is not that so? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire an answer ? 

Mr. ROBESON. And if at any time, before the previous question is 
ordered, it shall be demanded on motion of a member that there be 
a call of the House, t! 


nizes the fact that there is a quo- 
] he House. On 


out forty 


ing upon the 





The Chair has no difficulty in deciding this ques- 


Will the Chair permit me a moment 


hen the very language of this rule, which pro- 
vides that after the previous question has been ordered there shall be 
no call of the House except under the condition named, implies the 
right that there shall be a call under the conditions which I have 
suggested. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey will recognize 
the fact that after the previous question has been called legislation 
could not proceed in the absence of a quorum; and it was in order 
to provide for that condition of things that the rule to which he re- 
fers was adopted. He will also observe that it does not apply to the 
present case, 

Mr. ROBESON. But the Speaker has caused to be read to the 
House a rule which provides that it shall not be in order to have a 
call of the House after the previous question has been ordered. I 
will read the rule: 

A call of the ITouse sha 
unless it shall appear upon 
present 


ll not be in order after the previous qnestion is ordered, 
an actual count by the Speaker that a quorum is not 


Now, then, at any other time than after the previous question has 
been ordered it is in order to have a call of the House, because that 
exclusion is only to apply after the previous question has been or- 
dered. It is a well-settled principle of law governing all rules that 
the mention of one exception excludes all others. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to call the attention of the 
gentleman from New Jersey to the fact that the question here raised 
is not one that properly arises under the ryle to which he has referred, 
and which the Chair thinks is not contained in the new rules adopted 
by the House. 

Mr. ROBESON. What! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that what the gentleman from 
New Jersey has read and referred to is not in the present rules re- 
lating to calls of the House. 

Mr. ROBESON. I read from the rules of the Honse, clause 2 of 
Rule XVII, which says that— 

A call of the House shall not be in order after the previous question is ordered, 
unless it shall appear upon actual count by the Speaker that a quorum is not pres- 
ent. 

The Clerk read this very clause not five minutes ago, under the 
direction of the Speaker. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not under his directio; 

Mr. CONGER. It was undoubtedly read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read the mle w 
in his judgment, bears upon this subject. ee 

The Clerk read as follows : 

In the al 


} 


sence of a quorum, fifteen members, including the Speaker 








one, shall be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members 

calls ot the House the names of the members shall be called by the Clerk: ant. 
absentees noted; the doors shall then be closed, and those for wh ym I a an , 
excuse is made may, by order of a majority of those present, be sent for . 


rested, wherever they may be found, by officers to be appointed by the Sop... 


Arms for that purpose, and their attendance secured; and the 
nine upon what condition tl hall be discharged 


Mr. ROBESON. 


dia 


nt 





Now let him read clause 2 of Rule XVqJ 
please. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

A call of the House shall not be in order after the previous question is 
unless it shall appear upon an actual count by the Speaker that a qu 
present ' 

The SPEAKER. 
yea-and-nay vote, which 
than a quorum present. 

Mr. ROBESON. But the Speaker will observe that that apyjies 
where the previous question has been ordered. In this case the wy 
vious question has not yet been ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairthinks that that portion of the ; 
which the gentleman has referred does not apply to the present 
dition of the question. The Chair desires to have read the mot 
which are determined by the rules of the House as always )ei; 
order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


When a question is under debate, no m 


There has been an actual count of the 8 
is of record, showing that the 


ere 18 mora 


( : P 











pone to a day certain, to refer or amend, or to postpone indefinitely, which serera # 
motions shall have precedence in the foregoing order ; and no motion to postp .: . 
to a day certain, to refer, or to postpone indetinitely, being decided, shall i 
allowed on the same day at the same stage of the question. 


The SPEAKER. It will be observed that a motion looking to send 
ing for members is not mentioned in the rule giving the priority o: 


motions as being in order with a quorum present in advance of ¢ re 
previous question. : 
Mr. CONGER. Then there never could be a eall of the House, FS 
The SPEAKER. There could be under the Constitution in the ai Ee 


sence of a majority, which is recognized as a quorum, and under th 
rules of this House, which the Chair thinks conform thereto. Th: 
Chair does not think that a call of the House is in order in the present 
condition of the business under the rules, it having been shown a wo- 
ment ago that there were two hundred and fifty-four members present 
which is not only more than a quorum, but more than two-thirds 

the whole House; so that in every condition of legislation there is 

this House at present, by its record, a sufficient number of members 
to meet every requirement of the Constitution in the way of voting 

Mr. CONGER. I appeal from the decision of the Chair 

Mr. STEPHENS. I desire to make an inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to inquire if the Chair holds that ther 
never can be acall of the House when it is known that there isa 
quorum present ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so state. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to know the effect,of the Speaker’s ruling 
I understood him to hold that there cannot ‘be a call of the Hous 
when it is known there is a quorum present. I understood him t 
hold that there can be a call only as in the instances cited in the Con- 
stitution and rules referred to by him. If so, I wish to say I think 
the ruling a great error. The Constitution and the rules give th 
power to less than a quorum under certain circumstances to order 4 
call. This in no way lessens the great right and power of a majorit) 
of this House under general parliamentary law to order a call at au 
time before the previous question is ordered. 

The SPEAKER. Our Constitution is in fact silent as to compe:iing 
the attendance of absentees except to produce a quorum. And such 
power comes to us only from general parliamentary law as an inherent : 
right in all legislative bodies; and there is no rule of the House 
which provides for a call of the House at any other time than as stat’ 
by the Chair. 

The constitutional clause providing for a call of the House 1s 4 pro- 
vision which looks to the want of a quorum. The rules under that 
provision of the Constitution are rules which look to the calling to 
gether of a quorum of the House that business may be done. 

Pending the demand for the previous question two hundre 
fifty-four members have appeared of record. 

Mr. CONGER. That has been stated. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is answering the gentleman trou 
Georgia. There were, besides, many pairs announced, and the palts 
are recognized under the new rules. 


Mr. Cushing, in considering t2° 
law of quorum, says: 


rsons, t 


It being a general rule, where authority is conferred upon severai per : 
exercised with others, all the persons authorized must be present in order ae 
cise it, and that authority delegated to the discretion of an individual oe. 
delegated by him to another ; it would bea consequence of these principles, ™ 
were strictly applied to the proceedings of legislative assemblies, the mem» 
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a merely delegated authority themselves, and constitute a repre- 
eative body, that the members must all necessarily be present, and concur, in 
sen the doing of any valid official act. But this would be extremely inconve- 
re ee neral, and in the greater number of our legislative assemblies, which are 
aa onsiderable size, would render their proceedings wholly impracticable. 
+ hag been found indispensable, in the constitution of legislative assemblies, 


1 have but 


‘ «them an exception, in both these respects, to the general principles above 
if Page 94, paragraph 246. ) 
: a oC; ‘ o asicia * 
4 tnd in paragraph 263, page 101, he adds: 
ES ioht of the members of every legislative assembly to have the presence 








nee of other members in order to a due organization of the assembly 
been partly treated of in the prec eding section in connection w ith the 
r necessary to ¢ onstitute a quorum. Very nearly akin to this right is that 
~acembly itself, after it is constituted, to have the attendance of allits 


ra for the transaction of business. Where the former right is conferred and 

































we oa are provided by law for its enforcement, those measures will, of course, 
3 wag pete n the particular law by w hich they are created, and will be made ade- 
ce ‘en the end in view, according to the circumstances and condition of each 
4 it will probably bear more or less analogy to the means resorted to by 
by “ itself, after its constitution, f enforce the attendance of its mem- 
: nder the heal of “compelling the attendance of absent members,” 
Mr. Cushing says: 
1: lative assembly, when duly constituted, has power to compel the at- 
be of its members; but until so constituted it has no such power, as it has 
t na jegal existence, and the right of the members who are present for the pur- 
“0 ( rani ration to compel the atte ndance of other members depends wholly, 
) en seen, upon the constitution or law to which each assembly is subject. 
Poracraph 264, page 101.) 
{nd also as follows: 
I House of Representatives, on the contrary, a call of the House is of al- 
y occurence ; it is incidental to all other business, and takes place with- 
7 ng of any previous order for the purpose, or the giving of any notice 
3 rehand. The manner in which itis there practiced is made the sub- 
bs snecial rule. (Last clause of paragraph 266, page 102.) 
‘od in concluding the discussion of this topic, Mr. Cushing says: 
e attendance of absent members is compellable by virtue of a rule of 
bly, itis usual to provide that the proceedings for this purpose may 
when a number of the members less than the number necessary for an 
quorum is present, and that number, though they can do nothing else, 
i course, do whatever is necessary to compel the attendance of absent mem- 
tes Thns, in the House of Representatives of Congress, fifteen members includ- 
e Speaker, if there is one, constitutes a quorum for this purpose. (Para- 
268, page 1 3.) 
Mr. BLOUNT. I move to lay on the table the appeal from the 
bi le sion of the Chair. 
: The question having been put, and a vira voce vote taken, 
[he SPEAKER said: The Chair is unable to decide. 
i Mr. CONGER. I call for a division. 
F The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Michigan to call for tellers. 
Mr. CONGER. I would prefer to ask for a division first, if the Chair 
will permit me. 
The question being taken, there were ayes 115, noes none. 
Mr. CONGER. No quorum. 
The SPEAKER. A quorum not having voted, the Chair will ap- 
noint tellers. 
Mr. COX and Mr. STEVENSON called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ; and there were—yeas 140, nays 5, not vot- 
j ng 147; as follows: 
YEAS—140. 
Davidson, King, Samford, 
Davis, Joseph J. Kitchin, Sawyer, 
Davis, Lowndes H. Klotz, Scales, 
De La Matyr, Knott Scoville 
d Deuster, Ladd, Shelley, 
Bachmar Dibrell, Le Fevre, Sherwin, 
Beale Dickey, Lounsbery, Simonton, 
B wver Dunn, Manning, Singleton, J. W. 
Berry, Elam, Martin, Benj. F. Singleton, O. R. 
Bicknell, Ellis, Martin, Edward L. Slemons, 
Blackburn, Ewing McKenzie, Smith, William E. 
Bland Finley, McLane, Sparks, 
Bliss Forney, McMahon, Speer, 
Blount, Frost, McMillin, Steele, 
Bouck, Geddes, Mills, Stevenson, 
bragg Gibson, Money, Talbott, 
k Backner Goode, Morrison, Thompson, P. B. 
ji abel, Gunter, Morse Tillman, 
: Caldwell, Hammond, N. J. Muller, Townshend, R. W. 
Carlisle Harris, John T. Myers, Tucker, 
‘ Hatch, New lrurner, Oscar 
Uiar : Henkle, Nicholls, Turner, Thomas 
Clark, Alvah A, Henry, O'Connor, Upson, 
Ciark, John B, Herbert, O'Reilly, Vance, 
Clements Herndon, Persons, Vaddill, 
Civmer Hill, Phelps, Warner, 
Cobb, | Hooker, Philips, Wellborn, 
pe ne Hostetler, Phister, Wells, 
House, Poebler, Whiteaker, 
Hunton, Reagan, Williams, Thomas 
Hurd, Richardson, J.S. Willis 
Hutchins, Richmond, 
Johnston, Robertson, 
Kenna, Ross, 
Kimmel Ryon, John W. 
A NAYS—5. 
( ete . “1 
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Aldi Dick, Ketcham, Rothwell 

Aldrich, William Dunnell, Killinger Russell, Daniel L. 
Anderson, Dwight, Lapham Russell, W. A. 
Bailey, Einstein Lindsey Ryan, Thomas 
Baker, Loring, 

Ballou, Marsh, 

Barber, Martin, Joseph J 

Barlow, Mason Smith, Hezekiah B. 
Bayne MeCoid Starin 

Belford, McCook, Stepl ns 
Bingham, McGowan Stone 

Bisbee, McKinley Taylor, Ezra B 
Blake, Miles raylor, Robert L. 
Lowmal Miller Thomas 

Boyd, Grodshalk Mitche lL hompson, W. G. 
Lrewer Hall Monroe Townsend, Amos 
Briggs Hammond, John Morton, Tyler 

Brigham, Harmer U pdegraff, J. T 
Bright Harris, Benj. W Updegratf, Thomas 
Browne Haskell y Urner, 

Burrows, Hawk Valentine 
Butterworth, Hawley Van Aernam 

( Hayes, Van Voorhis, 

Cs Hazelton Voorhis 

Cc Heilmar Wait 

Car Henderson Ward 

Caswell Hiscock Washburn 
Chittende Hk W hite 

Clafliz tlouk W hittl e 
Conger, Hubbell W 

Cowgill Hlumphrey Williams, C. G 

Oe ames Willits 

Crowley, ones Wood, Fernando 
Daggett Jorgensen Wood, Walter A 
Davis, George R. Toye Richardson, D. P You 

Davis, Horace Keifer Robeson Young, Thomas L 
Deering, Kell Robinson 


After the second roll-eall, 

Mr. HUTCHINS said: I am paired with my collea 
York, Mr. WALTER A. WOOD, reserving the right to vote to make a 
quorum. I now exercise that right and vote ‘‘ay.” 

Mr. BICKNELL. I move to dispense with the reading of the names. 

Mr. CONGER, Mr. BELFORD, and others objected. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the names. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I did not name read. | 
negative. 

Mr. CONGER. Is there a proposition to have more votes admitted ? 

The SPEAKER. Thereisnot. The gentleman from Illinois stated 
he voted and claimed the right to be recorded. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Does the gentleman from Michigan dispute my 
word? 

Mr. CONGER. Out doorsI might. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman will find me out 
ever hedesires that privilege. 
{ Laughter. ] 

The vote of Mr. SPRINGER was recorded in the negative. 

The following additional pair was announced: 

Mr. MILLER with Mr. MYErs. 

The SPEAKER. On the motion to lay on the table the appeal of 
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] from the decision of the 
Chair there are ayes 140, noes 5. 

Mr. CONGER. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires, as this question came up some- 
what unexpectedly, to ask of the House the privilege of quoting 
from Cushing’s and Jefferson’s Manuals the law of legislative bodies 
relating to a quorum. 

Mr. CONGER. Does the Chair propose to reargue the question ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair only proposes to cite the views of rec- 
ognized parliamentary writers upon the question. The Chair does 
not want to review or reargue his decision. He wants to quote some 
parliamentary law in support of it. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair has already decided the question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair adheres to his decision that in the pri- 
ority of motions under the rules and practice of the House a call of 
the House does not come in before the previous question, a quorum 
being present by record. 

Mr. CONGER. I might want to make a further argument upon the 
subject. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be glad to listen to anything the 
gentleman has to say on the subject either in private or in public. 
{Laughter.] Does the gentleman raise the point that there is no 
quorum voting ? 

Mr. CONGER. I had thought of doing so and will do so. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposed that the gentleman had done 
so; it would be natural for him to do so. [Laughter.] The Chair 

ules that no quorum has voted. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS (at two o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Many MEMBERs on the republican side. Oh, no. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to, no quorum voting. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. No quorum having voted on the 
last vote, I move that there be a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair entertains a motion for a call of the 
House at this time, a quorum not having voted. 

A call of the Honse was ordered. 
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The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, when the fo ving members Norcross Ste 
failed to answer to their name O'Brien St 
Barlow I § a2 Ta . i 
Bright Gib | 4 O'Reills Tl 3 Ce 
B ; ] o ! 5 O T) . 
( /- ; 1" af - 1K Osmer! Tow a a 
— nae Ifa ] VV wv Ove ) és 
po Ita ‘) \\ I Pache 5 
Dic! Ha J ’ W i, Fernand De 5" T 
Kl He Russell, \ v Walter A Pat g Thomas 
vir I Seal z x 
Fish Hi an 
The SPEAKER. The call of the roll develops the presence of two Ra 
hundred and fifty-eight members. A quorum has answered. Joseph J. FR 
Mr. BICKNELL. I ve that further proceedings ler the ca Richardson, D. P. 
be dispensed wit! Robesor Was 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection ? oe Ww 
Mr. CONGER. I object. Russell, Daniel L. Wi 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, then, will submit t ‘tion to the | Russell, W. A Wi 
Hou: | Ryan, Thomas W 
' : . > . . ° } Sap Ww 
I question was taken upon dispensing with further proceedings Sh: iberg <r. . 
: . 3 ‘ ‘ is , Lile erger \ 
nder the call; and upon a division there were—ayes Yb, noes So. s win y 
Before the result of the vote was announced, Smith, A. Herr y 2 
Mr. CONGER called for tellers ao 
’ : star 
lellers were ordered ; and Mr. UppeGrarr, of Iowa, and Mr. Bick- ne 
NELL were appointed all of the roll was concluded, 
Phe House again divided; and the tellers reporte d that there were ir. Speaker, I ask leave to have 1 v vote 
ayes 111, noes 42 . he bar of the House when my name was ca 
So further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. but the Clerk spoke so rapidly that I did not have time to answer 
ry . . ‘ . i i * 1m answer 
Mr. BICKNELL, I now renew the demand for the previous ques- before the next name was called. 
tion. | Phe SPEAKER, The Chair under the rule has no power to. 
‘ restr , . . y iv t 
Mr. CONGER. I rise to a point of order. tain the gentleman’s request. 
The SPEAKER [The gentleman will state it. Mr. FROST. I ask unanimous consent that my vote ! 
Mr. CONGER The House was dividing upon the moti to lav on | corded. My failure to vote was not my fault. , 
the table the appeal from the decision of the Chair, and on that mo- Several members objected, 
. — ee Bio. ae on So Ae hs ead Th ph 4" mm) 1} » 2 134 } } 
tion no quorum voted. My point of order is that that question has The SPEAKER. The Chair is forbidden by the ru » entert 
not yet been decided. the request. m 
The SPEAKER. The vote will recur upon that questior Mr. FROST. May I not ask unanimous consent 
‘ Mr. CONGER. I wish the Chair would state the question to the Mr. CONGER. The remarks of the gentlemanin regard to] 3 
House. would apply to several gentlemen who forgot to vote, 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon laying on the table the ap- The SPEAKER. The Chair does not entertain the request 
peal of the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. CONGER] from the decision The Clerk having concluded the reading of the names 
of the Chair. Upon the vote a quorum did not appear. Thereupon The SPEAKER said: On the motion to lay on the table t 
a call of the House was ordered, and subsequently further proceed- | 170m the decision of the Chair the yeas are 1 the navs: 
ings under the call were dispensed with. The question recurs upon Mr. CONGER. No quorum has voted. 
laying on the table the appeal from the decision of the Chair. The SPEAKER. The point is made that no quoi is 
5 > YwrATD a “A . > xf > ‘TeAT)R +) . 
Mr. BICKNELL. On that question I call for the yeas and nays. Mr. BICKNELL. I move a eal! of the House. 
Mr. CONGER. The yeas and nays were ordered on that question. The question being taken, a call was ordered 
The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays will be taken. The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, when the following-named 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 1:7, vs 5, not members failed to answer 
voting 150; as follows: a Bak Fisher sani : 
YEAS—137 Barlow Ford Ketchan St 
Acklen Davidsor Klotz C Binghar Gibsor Killinger W 
Aiken Davis, Joseph J Knott Ss} t r W Miles Ww 
Armfield Davis, Lowndes H. Ladd s sutt Morse Ww 
Atherton De La Matyr Le F« Sing ae ee. os A Neal “ 
Atkins Deuster Lounsb Sir O.R rap O’Brien Ww 
Bachman D Manning Slemona O'Neil \ 
le ) ‘ ; . " Jo rea 
Beale Di Martin William E. Page, 
Beltzhoover 1) Martin Pound 
Berry, Elam McKer Rothwell 
Bicknell, Eu McLan <7} 1 1 at _ —_— 
slackburn Ey g Me Mahor . When thesecond call of the roll was concluded, 
Bland, Fir McM Mr. HOOKER said: I ask to be recorded as present. I was re 
Bliss, Forn Mills r RL at the beginning of the call but did not answer when my name was 
Blount, les Mon inson. P. B salled . 
Bouck, l Morris ‘ pi fig ‘Dr — — 13 y : 
ee oasis shend. R. W The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain the request. On the 
Backner, pond, N. J. Mull — call of the roll two hundred and forty-nine members have ans 
ae . : s, John 7 Myers Oscar to their names. <A quorum is present. : 
ldwell 1at et homa r 7. ‘ y ’ ] ] } 
Carlisle Her a hol] 0 -nonans Mr. REAGAN. I hope we shall not march up the hill and marci 
Chalmers Hi O'Connor Van | down again all day. We had better now bring in absent members, 1! 
Clardy, Her Persons v | we mean to do anything, or we had better quit this proceeding. Ther 
Clark, Alva A. He ndo Phe Ips | is no use in running this round perpetually. , 
ark, JonDn b i > I "AD . ’ 7 ; rs 
etete. Hooke Ph a oa Mr. SPRINGER. I move that further proceedings under the ca r 
Clymer Hostetler Poehler Ww be dispensed with. 
Cobb, Hous Reagan Wi Thomas The question being taken on the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, there 
oe. ito Richardson, J. S. r were—aves 80, noes 76. 
olerick, iurd >sehmond aura . e 
) ineene mend a —— = Mr. CONGER. I call for tellers. 
Cook nn Wrig Tellers were ordered; and Mr. EINSTEIN and Mr. SPRINGER were 5 
Covert, Rvyon, John W Youn. Case appointed. E 
Cox : 5 . —_ “ it . init . i . 4l : si 
Cravens King arareer, Mr. WARNER. I presume that after the count by tellers the yeas ; 
s - ma I l nar +7 } ] at 7 7 +1 : q 
Culberson, Kite! Ss | and navs will be called, therefore we may as well have the yeas ant 7 
nays at once. a 
Gillett M ees The yeas and nays were ordered. q 
i aan Spring we | The question was taken; and it was decided in the afiirmative= P 
yeas 133, nays 91, not voting 63; as follows: 
Aldrich, N. W Bingham ] Cox YEAS—1%5 
Aldrich, William = Bishe« But t Crano. 1 1g ( 
Anderson, Blake Cal ( a. 1} oe 7 
Bailey, Bowmat C3 Dag et Blow ; 
— Boyd Cc n Davis, George R. ( D ‘ Cox 
sallou, Brewer Cc enter Davis, Horace bra ( Cravel 
Barber Brig Caswe Deering Br or Cl Culbers 
Barlow Bri Chittende: Dick, Cabell, C Davi 
Bayne tri Ais “ ee avel avids : 
Belford Brown (laflir Dunne Caldwell Coffroth Davis, J0 te 
’ rowne Conger Dwig alk Colerick Davis, I 3H i: 
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4 Matst Hunton Ne Speer } Persons Stee 
s ; Hurd Nicholls Spring Phelps Stet = - 
Johnston O'Conno Steele ip lips a \ 
yon ; i hil Lal We 
Jones —. Stevenson | Phister, ravlor te otal on 
4 Kenna Perso Talbott Poehler l } 0 Pp. l F W 
Kimme! P h ps Tavlor , Robert I Reag n, , 
4 rs ing P hi : e~ agal = I i \\ s, Thomas 
Ewing re Thompson, P. Richardson, J. § 1, J.W. Townshend, R. W. Will a 
Finke Kitchin Phist ter Tillman, — Richmond O. R luck Wilso 
ij Kl nti Poehler, Townshend, R. W. Robertson Turner, Osca Wr 
i ] Kn Richardson, J.5 l t Ross illiam E Purne rho j ng. ¢ 
. Pad Ri on a Oscar | Rothwell ’ ‘ t is 3: : p 
CG Le Fevre Robertson Thomas Evon. Jo x Va 
, ‘ Lounsbery Ross 
i, ( ef Lowe Rothwell VAYS- 
ranmnond, Nid: Manning Russell, Daniel L Fri Tow G. 
ris, John T. Martin, Benj. F. Ryon, John W. G Aut . 
k te Martin, Edward L. Samford IT VO 
nderso: McKenzie Sawyer N J speees gi esnt 
McLane, Scales s Thomas rich, N. W D Kete Robinso 
McMahon Sco ch, Wi ul K g R Daniel L 
MeMillin Shell _ Dwig Russell, W. A 
Mills Simonto t xulnste nds Ry Thomas 
Mone Singleton, O. R r t, ~ t yt Sap 
Mort Slemons Your Casey whe be Sha rg 
Morse Smith, Wi I “4 ne I oseph J. Sher 
Mulle Spark | “ “< 5 ii 
oc | x i S kiah B 
NAYS— ] ~ 
Aldy N.W Crowle' Lap! Russell. Wm. A i I c 
A ndersod Daggett, Lindsey Ryan, Thomas | Aang A s 
Baile Davis, George R. Loring Sapp it l l 
Bake Davis, Horace Mars Shallenberg - , ‘ 
i Dunnell, Martin, Joseph J. She ; , + - 
Rayne Dwigh Mason ia Mont [ \mos 
Belford Einstein MeCoid tia 1, John Mortor vl 
Reltzhoove Errett, McCook Ii ; M ldrow Y ; r'4] 
Bingham Ferdo1 McGowan a » y a Cul Upd atl, Lhomas 
Bl Fort MeKin!l F New rT} 
I I rillette Monroe . cross \ 
Boyd, Godshaik Nea Sterw« O Bris \ 
Hall Norers O Neill in \ 
Brighan Harmer ON Valentine : M 0} . 
Brown J } Ort! Vanes 7 , Urt Wa 
i V Osme Voorhis ‘ hMende#rso ()s Wa 
( Ove ) Vashb Hisk “ a 
Carne Pache Wea JL OOKE Pa v 
f 1 Wilber ie ane \ 
» \ 
enden Wi 5 0.6 : Pe \ 
Alvah A, Yo D q 1 A 4 \ C.G 
g D.P. Young, Thomas L. wie See om ; ‘ 
g Robinson neat ata : \ wes 
s , , . ‘ nando 
NOT VOTING—63 George I Jove Rice WW Walter A 
William Fie Killin Smith, H B Horace Reif Richardson, D.P. ¥ 
\ Fishe Miles, Starit me me m Ki Kobesonu Young, Thomas L 
Bat \ t] re Stephens The question was undisposed of, as no quorum had voted 
Bisbee Gibson. ashen. eae vratf, Thomas During the roll-call the following pair was announced from the 
Brey Hammond, John Muldrow Urne © er Clerk’s desk: 
a Harris, Benj. W. Mure! Van Aernam Mr. HOOKER with Mr. LORING. 
Daiserworth, comer, Myers =~ in Voorhis Mr. CONGER. No quorum has voted. 
a azeiton Newberry, ‘ : . on 
Clat Hiscock O' Bris Ww 3 } Mr U AR L ISL E. I move that there be a call of the House 
Crap Honk Page Whit The motion was a; ereed to. 
Dec ng Hubbell Prescott Wh thort Mr. CONGER. I move that the House do now adjou: 
i patehian ae Willit The House divided; and there were ayes 103, noes 1) 
Joyce Rice Wood v ’ i Mr. BLISS demanded the yeas and nays. 
oat a“ yood, Waiter A 1 ; . . 
Ketcham, Robeson The yeas and hays were ordered. 
mr S } . . . 
ha oie : . } The question was taken; ant Wi scided it e nerative—ves 
So all further proceedings under the call were dispensed with 97 navs 129. not + ‘tine 36 : . ol 1] = decided in the negative—yeas 
p ‘ . rh rm ° = ae wis ays wwe « ing obs; as LLOWS:! 
The SPEAKER. The question recurs on laying upon the table the : ae = ge 
appeal taken by the gentleman from Michigan from the decisior YEAS—12 
al ti g islon ot - . , » 
the Chair. | Aldrich, NW. W Hora Linds Ro 
» CONAER Aldrich, Willia an Lov * 
Mr. CONGER. I demand the yeas and nays, if necessary so to do. | Anderson . Mar i el ‘ a ap 
Anderson g irs oe 
But let me inquire whether when the yeas and nays have once been | Bailey Martin, Joseph J. Tt ~~ - 
or lered it is proper to proceed in any other way than by the yeas and | Baker se0n Sapy 
nays? | Ballou MecCoik Shallen e! 
The @PRAITE mn S ; 5 Barber McCook Sherwit 
. fhe SPEAKER. The yeas and nays once having been ordered they | Bayne ry aan aoe a 
» run through, * | Belford MeKinl ith, A. Herr 
i CONORR has elLord, loliink Smith, A. Hert 
Mr. CONGER. Isupposed they would run through till the question | Binghan Mill Spe 
was disposed of. ; . ret lite S 
~ SPEAKER. The Clerk will therefore call the roll. | Bowmat ry Morte Stone 
he question was taken; and there were—yeas 135, nays 6, not Boyd Godsha Mur Tavior Iara B 
voting 148; as follows: ; srewer iH My Choma 
y YEAS—132 Hi vu Jol Nea Thompa W. G. 
— Clark, John B. Finley King Sake etcmans Fownsend, Ames 
Aiken, Clements, Forne\ Kitchir ero Haske Noreross vl 
B Armfield, Clymer, Frost, Klotz, Geatherw _— onan Updegraff, J. 1 
E: Atherton, Cobb Geddes Knott | eee” bi Ort Updegt rhomas 
Atkins Coffroth Goode Ladd | Calkins Hazelt« Osme Urner 
Bochman, Colerick Gunter Le Fev: Cam] Hieilman Overton Van Aernar 
seale Conv ; intel 48 cvie } Cann ienderso Pache Van \ 
>) Onverse, Ham ( J. Lounsbe in an \ 
Beltz} : —, ummond, unsbery, | Carpente ck aoe 
a r, Cook Harris, Toke T. Manning Case ; rage, Vo — 
Bicknell, Covert Hatch, Martin, Benj. F. | Chit ; choad Waa 
Blackb Cox Henkle, Martin, Edward L. | Clafl Price wasnt 
Bland urn, Cravens, Henry, McKenzie, iam aa Pri We x 
Bli - Culberson, Herbert McLane. Cinere nsen Avi Wi f 
Blount, Davidson, Herndon MeMahon, Cravi o d . illiams, C. G 
Bouck” Davis, Joseph J. ‘Hill, MeMillin | Dagget te a, a a 
Brage Davis, Lowndes H. Hostetler Mills D: ( n= e tichardson, D. P. Young, Thomas L 
Bucks’ De La Matyr, House, Money avis, George R svoveson 
; abel oe Hunton Mor NAYS—19 
Caldwell Dibrel Hurd, Mo | Ackler Bli 
eet Dickey Hutchins M J I Blount ¢ 
Dunn, Johnston Mvers | ' count arl 
’ Elam J _ x, 7 Ach Bouck Chaln 
Clardy, Elli: hea ~ ii. Atherton Bragg Cla 
Clar) Vite “ers Aenna Nichoils, Atkins Bla S anirms Clat ‘ ' 
* ah A. Ewing Kimmel O'Connor Bachman Bl Cabell : ( ' to + 
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Cleme I - William I 
Clet fone Sy 4 
Cobt I r SI ge 
Cott { yw Stet 
Coler MI t sor 
cx 8 ( N Palb« 
Ce } - Thompson, P. I 
cx ‘ or, ‘Lliima n 
Co J ishend, R. W 
Crave 1 ¢ 
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So the House refused to adjourn. 
rhe following additional pair was announced from the Clerk’s desk: 
Mr. ScaLes with Mr. MILES—Mr. ScaLes taking the place of Mr. 
MuLprow, heretofore paired with Mr. MILEs. 


The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
rhe PEAKER. The Clerk will now proceed to call the roll of 
members in obedience to the prior order ot the House for a call of the 


House. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I ask the House to excuse me from the session 
o-night. 
There was no objection. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I ask the same privilege for M 
is absent from the House on account of sickness. 

Phere was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now proceed to call the roll. 

The roll was called and the following members failed to answer to 
their names: 


+ 


r. JOYCE, who 





Aldri VN. W Ford McCook Ward, 

Barlow Miles \V hite, 

Bayne Neal, Whitthorne 

Black bur1 O'Brien, Willits, 

Bright O'Reilly, Wise, 

Chittender Scales, Wood, Fernando 
Crapo Smith, Hezekiah B. Wood, Walter A. 
Dick Steele, Wright, 

Evins Killinger Stephens, Young, Casey 
Fisher Martin, Benj. F. Townsend, Amos . 


The following additional pairs were announced : 

Mr. STEELE with Mr. McCook, for the balance of this day. 

Mr. WRIGHT with Mr. PRICE, on all questions until to-morrow, the 
27th, at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. MARTIN, of West Virginia, with Mr. NEAL, of Ohio, on all ques- 
tions until Thursday morning at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. MCKENZIE with Mr. Sapp, for the balance of this day. 

Mr. BLACKBURN with Mr. CANNON of Illinois, Mr. BLACKBURN re- 
serving the right to vote to make a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The roll-call discloses the fact that two hundred 
and fifty-two members have answered to their names—more than a 
quorum. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at five o’clock and 
ten minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were laid on 
the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. BENNETT: The petitions of 84 citizens of Grand Forks 
County, of 164 citizens of Pembina County, and of 19 citizens of 
Traill County, Dakota Territory, for the organization of a Territory 
out of that portion of Dakota lying north of the forty-sixth degree of 
north latitude, and the admission of the remainder of said Territory 
into the Union as a State—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of officers of the late war, that 

dlitics be ignored in the consideration of the bill for the relief of 

eneral Fitz-John Porter—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BLISS: The petition of James A. Van Brunt, Simpson 
Clapp & Co., and others, for an appropriation for the survey of New 
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York Bay between Sandy Hook and Coney Island Point, wit 
view of improving the channel and entrance into the bay and } 
of New York—to the Committee on Commerce. ; 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of citizens of Kentucky, for +), 
passage of an income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means 

Also, the petition of citizens of Kentucky, that the Bureau of Aor, 
culture be made a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture _ 

Also, the petition of citizens of Kentucky, for the amendmen; 
the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Kentucky, for legislation upon ¢] 
subject of interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. _ 

By Mr. COFFROTH: The petition of Jeremiah Wright anq ; 
others, citizens of Bedford County, Pennsylvania, that a pension jj. 
granted George W. Knipple—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

By Mr. GEORGE R. DAVIS: The petition of John Lussem, Nie). 
olas Hand, and 28 others, engaged in the manufacture of Cigars at 
Chicago, for the repeal of the tax on cigars—to the Committee , 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Mitchell County 
Iowa, for legislation to prevent the spread of pleuro-pneumonia—}, 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of J. L. Scovill and 50 others, cit). 
zens of Minnesota, for a law allowing bounty to soldiers discharco, 
for disease—to the Committee on Military Affairs. cai 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of Benjamin C. Webster and 50 others. 
soldiers of Kingfield, Maine, against the passage of the sixty-surgeo; 
pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HOSTETLER: The petition of 28 ex-soldiers of Terre Haut; 
Indiana, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the same com. 
mittee. 

3y Mr. JONES: The petition of citizens of Robertson County 
Texas, for the establishment of a national railroad commission—; 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MASON: The petition of C. C. Morton and others, citizens 
of Oswego, New York, for the appointment of commissioners to ascer- 
tain and report a basis for a reciprocity treaty between the United 
States and the British provinces—to the Committee on Foreigu 
Affairs. ; 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of D. P. Hart and 9 others, drug- 
gists of Akron, Ohio, for the repeal of schedule “ A” of the internal- 
revenue law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of Greelin & Steele and others, 
citizens of Illinois, for the reduction of the tax on cigars—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. NEAL: The petition of Lawson Drury and 120 others, citi- 
zens of Lawrence County, Ohio, for the passage of the interstate-com- 
merce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of E. F. Gillen and 120 others, citizens of Law- 
rence County, Ohio, that the Agricultural Bureau be made a Cabinet 
office—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Booth and 120 others, citizens of Law- 
rence County, Ohio, for a law to protect innocent purchasers of pat- 
ented articles—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of Isaac T. Gillen and 120 others, citizens of Law- 
rence County, Ohio, for the passage of an income-tax law—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. TALBOTT: The petition of V. W. Baseman and others, of 
Maryland, for the passage of a law to make the Commissioner oi 
Agriculture a Cabinet ofiicer—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for an amendment to the pat- 
ent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of an income- 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. P. B. THOMPSON: Papers relating to the claim of — 
Smith, Somerset, Kentucky—to the Committee on Commerce. _ 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of L. W. Biswell and other soldiers, 
of Vermont, for the passage of a law to allow all soldiers of the war 
of 1861 who were discharged for disease the same bounty as those 
discharged on account of wounds—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of D. Lester and others, for a post- 
route from Yellow Creek to Fairfax, North Carolina—to the Commit- 
tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of William M. Rhea and others, for a post-route 
from Fine’s Creek to Noland’s Mills, North Carolina—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. VOORHIS: The petition of the census enumerators - 
Bergen County, New Jersey, for additional compensation—to te 
Committee on the Census. ‘. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of William G. Hickman and 1? 
others, citizens of Nelsonville, Ohio, for the passage of Senate bill No. 
496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ae . 

Also, the petition of Benjamin M. Meal and 11 others, citizens ot 
Ohio, late soldiers and officers of the United States Army, for the pas- 
sage of the Senate bill for the relief of General Fitz-John Porter— 
the Committee on Military Affairs. ; Pp 

Also, the petition of C. B. Jeffers and 31 others, citizens of Ohio, for 
the regulation of interstate commerce—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. ae +. to 

Also, the petition of A. P. Jeffers and 32 others, citizens of Ohio, 
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+ree on Agriculture. — a ie 
~ s)go, the petition of Nathan Cole and others, citizens of Ohio, for 
“sneome-tax law—to the Committee on W ays and Means. _ . 
; Als .. the petition of Nathan Cole and 35 others, citizens of Ohio, 
~ +he amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 
, .. the petition of Nathan Cole and others, citizens of Ohio, for 
nassage of a law to prevent the spread of pleuro-pneumonia—to 
. Committee on Agriculture. —s 
mn. Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of John 8S. Prince and others, 
- ong of Saint Paul, Minnesota, for the repeal of existing laws tax- 
‘capital and deposits of banks and bankers—to the Committee on 
Wavs and Means. : f . ais 

xy Mr. W EAVER: The petition ot G.B. Hunt and 25 others, citizens 
¢ Randolph County, Missouri, against refunding any portion of the 
ahlic debt—to the same committee. is ; 
,|so, the petition of J. E. Thomas and others, citizens of Sheboygan 
Ne Wisconsin, against refunding the public debt and for paying 
 same—to the same committee. . 
© wy Mr. WHITEAKER: Memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, for 
Ph itary wagon-road from Scottsburgh to Camp Stewart—to the 
 ommittee on Military Affairs. 
Ale ». memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, for an appropriation 
» +he improvement of a military road from Scottsburgh, via Camp 
ewart, to Fort Klamath—to the same committee. 


P 1... ¢he Commissioner of Agriculture a Cabinet officer—to the Com- 
-. mane tv . . 
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Ste ices : 
,lso, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, that the Malheur 
ndian reservation be restored to the public domain—to the Commit- 


me +ee on Indian Affairs. 

g Also, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, for an appropriation 
the improvement of the mouth of the Columbia River—to the 

© (Committee on Commerce. 

Also, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, for the building of a 

rbor of refuge at Port Orford, Oregon—to the same committee. 








aet “Also, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, asking for an appro- 
Bi iation of $10,000 for the improvement of Alsea River—to the same 
Be Also, memorial ot the Legislature of Oregon, asking for an appro- 
; on of $20,000 for the improvement of Yaquina Bay—to the same 
i mmittee. 
Also, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, asking for an appro- 
Bi riation of $500,000 for the completion of the canal and locks at Cas- 
a ude Falls of the Columbia River—to the same committee. 


Also, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, asking for an appro- 
riation of $500,000 for the commencement of a canal and locks at the 
Dalles of the Columbia River above the Cascades—to the same com- 
inittee, 

Also, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, for the extension of 
the time limited for the construction of the Oregon and California 
tailroad to the 31st day of December, 1890—to the Committee on 
tailways and Canals. 

i Also, memorial of the Legislature of Oregon, asking for a grant of 
inds for a military road from Nestucca Valley to Grand Ronde, Polk 
County, Oregon—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
hange of reference was made of the petition of C. W. Carter from 
mittee on Pensions to the Committee on Claims. 





IN SENATE. 
4 THURSDAY, January 27, 1881. 


a r , . 
‘a Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. PENDLETON presented the petition of W. H. Castle and 
others, of Geneva, Ohio, praying for the passage of the amendment 
reported by the Committee on Pensions to the bill (S. No. 496) pro- 
viding for the examination and adjudication of pension claims; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. VEST presented the petition of William Gentry and others, 
eeders, shippers, and buyers of live stock, and representatives of 
other commercial interests of the country west of the Mississippi, 
praying for legislation to prevent the spread of pleuro-pneumonia; 
which was referred to the Select Committee on the subject of pleuro- 
preumonia and other contagious and infectious diseases of cattle and 
other domestic animals. 
nd SUAMLIN presented the petition of H. L. Wheeler, postmaster, 
| aa 7 lers, citizens of Olamon, Maine, praying for the establish- 
wehauie post-route from Olamon to Burlington, in that State; which 
os € erred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
) ae also presented the petition of J. W. Black and others, of Sears- 
’ Sone praying for the passage of the amendment reported by 
an tee on Pensions to the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the 
amination and adjudication of pension claims; which was ordered 
9 le on the table. 


4 :als sas . ‘ ' ° ° 
® also presented the petition of Melbourne C. Smith, assistant 
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postmaster, and 20 others, citizens of Sprague’s Mills, Aroostook 
County, Maine, praying that he be relieved from the responsibility 
for Government money destroyed by the burning of the post-oftice at 
that place, June 13, 18e0; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. FERRY presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Mich- 
igan, asking Congress to appropriate lands in aid of the construction 
of a railway from Saint Mary’s Falls to the Marquette and Macki- 
naw Railroad; which was referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. ROLLINS presented the memorial of Bela Sawyer and 34 
others, citizens of Lyme, New Hampshire, surviving soldiers of the 
war for the Union, protesting against the passage of the bill (S. No. 
496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
claims; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented the petition of William Taussig 
and 156 others, citizens of Chicago, Illinois, praying for a reduction oi 
the internal-revenue tax on cigars from $6 to $5 per thousand; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON presented the memorial of Walter W. Richardson and 
others, Union soldiers, of Plaintield, Ohio, remonstrating against the 
passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and 
adjudication of pension claims; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I present a number of petitions, 58 in all, from 
members of different posts of the Grand Army of the Republic in the 
States of Connecticut, Florida, Michigan, Maine, Massachusetts, Ne- 
braska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Nevada, Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin, praying for the passage of 
the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication 
of pension claims, as amended by the Committee on Pensions. 

I present also resolutions passed by posts of the Grand Army of the 
Republic in different States, the resolutions numbering in all 26, 
most of them from the States which I have already named, but others 
from California and Iowa, declaring their desire to have passed the 
same bill. As the bill has been reported to the Senate I move that 
the petitions and resolutions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WITHERS. I present a petition of the Union Army and Navy 
Veteran Corps, praying for the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) pro- 
viding for the examination and adjudication of pension claims, and 
stating that they have, under a misapprehension of its provisions 
heretofore protested against the passage of the bill. They now de- 
sire that the bill be passed. I move that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of W. R. McKeen and others 
citizens of Terre Haute, Indiana, praying for an appropriation of 
$50,000 for the improvement of the Wabash River in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the memorial of William R. Hunter and 29 others, 
citizens of Terre Haute, Indiana, remonstrating against the passage 
of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudica- 
tion of pension claims, and the amendments thereto; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the memorial of William H. Berkey and 
others, Union soldiers, of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the 
examination and adjudication of pension claims, and the amendments 
thereto; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present the memorial of a large number of 
citizens of New York ot like import to that just presented. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also four petitions signed by business 
men and manufacturers, and men of different professions, stated here, 
praying the early enactment of a national bankrupt law. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GROVER presented a memorial of the Legislature of Oregon 
in favor of an appropriation of $500,000 to improve the Upper Colum- 
bia River ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented resolutions of the Legislature of Oregon in favor 
of an appropriation for the construction of a breakwater and harbor 
of refuge at Port Orford, Oregon; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of J. F. Dane, Grinnell & Co., 
and 41 other firms of Boston, Massachusetts, manufacturers and whole- 
sale dealers in boots and shoes, praying for the early enactment of a 
national bankrupt law ; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

TREATMENT OF INDIANS. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, Iam intrusted with a petition of un- 
usual character and entitled to more than ordinary attention by the 
Senate of the United States. It is signed by Hon. John Welsh, late 
minister of the United Statesto England, Bishop Simpson, Rev. Joseph 
Cook, Wendell Phillips, and more than 32,000 individual signatures 
from every State in the Union, men and women of character, of cul- 
ture and of influence in the communities in which they reside, and 
also by large organizations of churches, of benevolent institutions, 
of societies of various kinds, representing in all more than fifty theu- 
sand of the citizens of the United States. 
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They pray the Congress, in brief but comprehensive terms, to ob- | 


serve the treaties which have heretofore been made by the United 
States with the Indian tribes, and in the future to do justice to the 
remainders of those peoples. They do not couch their petition in words 
f arraignment or complaint, but in those of expectation and of hope 
for the future. 

This petition has been gathering in the voice of people of different 
parts of this country, the work largely of benevolent females. A com- 
mittee of that organization have brought the petition here and have 
accompanied it with a letter addressed to the Senate and House of 
Representatives which more fully, as well as more fitly, will disclose 
the object and purpose of these petitioners ; and with the leave of 
the Senate I will read it: 


To the Senate and ITouse of Representatives in Congre 

The men and women of this nation herewith present their second petition to 
your honorable body for the faithful fulfillment of treaties and other guarantees 
given by our Government to the different tribes of Indians within our borders. 

Your petitioners do not suggest any political policy to be pursued, leaving such 
matters to wise statesmanship. They come with but one thought, conviction, prayer. 
The thought recognizes the moral obligation of nations, as of individuals, to keep 
compacts. The conviction is, that recognized moral obligation should result in 
the fulfillment of such obligation. The prayeris for sneh fulfillment as being ever, 
we believe, the highest political wisdom, the truest national safety. 

An objection has been made by some to treaty-keeping with Indians on the ground 
that the Indian tribes among us were never “ nations,’ and that therefore so-called 
“ treaties’ with them were never real treaties. Your petitioners with deep feeling 
recall the fact that our Government has for a hundred years recognized these tribes 
as ‘nations’ in its hundreds of compacts with them, calling the latter ‘ treaties,” 
and has by acts of Congress bound itself faithfully to observe all such made in the 
past, though deciding to make no new treaties with Indians. Your petitioners 
therefore pray for the sake of national honor, which demands honest dealing with 
all men, thatthe terms “nation” and ‘‘treaty’’ may be kept to the heart as they 
have hitherto been made and explained to the ear. 

Again, it has been urged that the law of eminent domain nullifies these treaties 
and requires our Government to take legal jurisdiction of Indian lands, to divide 
the same in severalty, and to open the remainder for white settlement. Your peti- 
tioners are deeply impressed that for any Government to apply the law of eminent 
domain to the property of others than its own citizens is to necessitate, if there be 
resistance, a war of conquest, a measure wholly opposed to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of this Government, and that Indians with few exceptions are not citizens 
of the United States but are under their own legislative and executive authority 
as in the Indian Territory, and this by the terms of our sales of territory to them 
and of their titles to the same. Your petitioners therefore present their memorial 
to your honorable body, feeling that the plea for treaty-keeping is a protest against 
any enactment of Congress which would extend legal jurisdiction over territory 
not under the control of this Government and would do this, as for example the 
Oklahoma bill proposes, contrary to explicit treaty stipulations. 

Finally, your petitioners would express the earnest conviction that the nation 
which has spent $500,000,000 on Indian wars growing out of the violation of treaties 
can best afford :to make it to the interest of Indian tribes among us voluntarily to 
become citizens of the United States and not by the coercion of acts of our Con- 
gress. 

Our petition of last year was from fifteen States; that of the present year repre- 
sents every State of the Union and several of the Territories, and has many more 
than double the number of last year’s signatures. The work of circulating the 
retition and accompanying pamphlets, has been done by few persons, and chiefly 
by Christian women already busy in benevolent work; yet the roll contains the 
names of people of all occupations and in all ranks of society ; 
firms and manufacturers; of distinguished men and officials ; of judges, governors, 
and embassadors to foreign courts; of authors and editors; of the faculties and 
students of not a few of our most noted collegiate and theological institutions, and 
of literary and art associations. Desides all these, the rollineludes the signatures 
of women’s mission boards, Christian associations, and other benevolent societies; 
the names of pastors and bishop: of the churches; also the records of the indorse- 
ment of a rising vote from various church meetings of different denominations; of 
meetings held specially to consider the Indian question; of ministers’ unions in 
different towns and citiesand of various other bodies. Alltheseand many other evi- 
dences reveal the fact that the moral sentiment of those classes who largely make 
and control public opinion already requires governmental faithfulness to our In- 
dian treaties. For this your petitioners most earnestly and respectfully pray. 

Mrs. A. 8S. QUINTON, 

Secretary of Indian-treatu-keeping committee, Philadelphia, January, 1821. 

Mrs. MARINE J. CHASE, Philadelphia, 

Miss MARY L. BONNEY, Philadelphia, 

Mrs. GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, Philadelphia, 

Mrs. AMELIA 8. QUINTON, Philadelphia 

Miss FRANCES LEA, Philadelphia, 

Mra. MARGARETTA 8S. SHEPPARD, Philadelphia. 

Mrs. J. R. JONES, Philadelphia 

Mrs. EDWARD D. COPE, Philadelphia, 


8s assembled 


Committee. 
The body of this petition is exceedingly brief and couched in proper 
terms, and I ask that it without reading may be published in the 
REcoRD as if it had been read. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection. 
The petition was ordered to be printed inthe Recor, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled 


We, the undersigned, men and women of these United States, resident in or near 
, do most respectfully, but most earnestly, pray the Houses of Congress to 
take all needful steps to prevent the encroachments of white settlers upon the 
Indian Territory, and upon ail Indian reservations; also, to keep all treaties with 
the Indians until they are changed by the mutual and free consent of both parties, 
and to guard them in the enjoyment of all the rights which have been guaranteed 
them upon the faith of the nation. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. COKE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 5532) establishing a life-saving station at Louis- 


> 


ville, Kentucky, reported it without amendment. 








of great business 





Mr. HAMPTON submitted a report on the bill (S. No. 1599) for + 
relief of Dr. A. Sidney Tebbs, reported by him May 5, 1839. aie 
was ordered to be printed. , _ 

Mr. CONKLING. The Committee on Commerce, to which, was 
ferred the bill (S. No. 2096) to authorize the construction and ie 
tenance of a railway bridge across the Niagara River, direct ». . 
report it back favorably with one amendment; and in makino 
report I beg to make also one remark. - 

This bridge is one authorized by the statutes of the State of Yo. 
York and by the statutes of the Dominion of Canada. Acrogs ;: : 
to run a railway, which citizens of the State of New York are en. 
gaged in constructing. Should they not have the sanction of (,, 
gress to go on with their work, it will defer them a year in thejy py. 
ceeding. I do not venture to ask that the bill be considered cv for 
fear that some Senator may exercise his individual right of objecting 
but I venture to hope that the Senate will allow me, perhaps to-mor. 
row, at all events at an early day, to call up the bill, to which I thin} 
nobody upon knowing its contents will object. 3 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, from the Committee on Public Buildinos 
and Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 1962) appropria- 
ting money for the purchase of a site and the erection of a suitahje 
building for a post-office and other Government offices in the city 9; 
Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, reported it with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the }; 
(H. R. No. 6493) to provide for the construction of a public buildin: 
at Jackson, in the State of Mississippi, reported it without amend 
ment. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Committee on Appropriations have instructed 
me to report back the bill (H. R. No. 7029) to provide for a deticiene: 
in the appropriation for interest on the 3.65 loan of the District ¢j 
Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1881, and for othe; 
purposes, without amendment. I ask that it may be placed upon ¢)y 
Calendar, as I shall call it up probably during the day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calenda; 

Mr. MORRILL. I am directed by the Committee on Public Build. 
ings and Grounds, to whom was referred the joint resolution (8, R 
No. 142) relative to the erection of amonument at the Wyandot mis. 
sion, Upper Sandusky, Ohio, to report it with amendments. I giy, 
notice that, if there is no objection, to-morrow morning I shall as 
to have the resolution considered by the Senate. . 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 









| to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 1274) to provide for the erectior 


of a public building in the city of Quincy, in the State of Illinois 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of [llinois. I have not troubled the Senate very mnuel 
this winter. It is very important that the bill just reported, having 
received the consideration of the committee, should pass the Senate, 
so as to go to the House. I therefore ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to take it up now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I presume I shall be glad to vote for the bill to 
morrow, but with two or three hundred hungry and starving widow: 
with little private claims of three or four hundred dollars waiting on 
this Calendar to be reached, I must stand by them. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. We cannot get it up to-morrow; that is 
the trouble. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We can getup the other bills, then. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is made, and the Dill will b 


| placed on the Calendar. 


REPORT ON COTTON-WORM., 


Mr. WHYTE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printingt 
make a favorable report upon the concurrent resolution of the House 
of Representatives providing for the printing of 30,000 copies of the 
second revised edition of Bulletin No. 3 of the United States Entomo- 
logical Commission, being a report on the cotton and boll worms, 
with means of counteracting their ravages, and to ask that immedi- 
ate consideration may be given to the resolution. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and concurreé 
in, as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United States of America, (¢ 
Senate concurring,) That there be printed at the Government Printing Office 30.0” 
copies of the second revised edition, with necessary illustrations, of Bulletin No.‘ 
of the United States Entomological Commission, being a report on the cotton an" 
boll worms, with means of counteracting their ravages ; 10,000 copies {thereot ; 
the use of the Senate, 18,180 for the use of the House, and 1,820 for the Inter 
Department. 

NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT. 


Mr. WHYTE. Iam also directed by the Committee on Printing 
to make a favorable report and recommendation of the joint reso!” 
tion (H. R. No. 224) to print 6,000 copies of the report of the Nations 
Board of Health, and I ask also that that may be immediately co 
sidered. P athe Whole 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the W a o 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. It directs that there ~ 
printed and bound, under the direction of the National Board 


Health, 6,000 copies of its annual report, with accompanying CO” 
ments; and authorizes the board to expend from the appropriat - 
heretofore made for its use not to exceed $1,500 for the ee th 
| of illustrations for the report; 1,500 copies of the report to be for 


ig Mr. HAMPTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
a a bill (S. No. 2111) for the construction of a counterpoise battery ; 
j which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 
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nea of the Senate, 3,000 copies for the use of the House of Representa- 
as < and 1,900 copies for the use of the National Board of Health. 
a “ EDM UNDS. I wish to ask the chairman of the committee how 
mu h it will cost to print these 6,000 copies ? 
Mr. WHYTE. It will cost $5,000. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And how many thousand copies have already 
peen printed? 

Mr, WHYTE. None. ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This is the first print ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Yes, and it has been delayed because there was a 
‘i ass of documents from various experts, which we have eliminated. 
“The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAWES (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 

tained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 2106) for the relief of Nathaniel 
McKay and the heirs of Donald McKay ; which was read twice by its 
title and referred to the Committee on Claims. : 
Mr. CALL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 2107) to provide for the payment of a part of 
the interest on the sum of $250,000, under the treaty of 1856, to the 
Seminole Indians now In Florida ; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, ; 

Mr. McDONALD (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 2108) appropriating money to 
pay Theophilus Fisk Mills, sculptor, for the plaster cast and likeness 
of General Rawlins from the face of the deceased; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. GARLAND (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave tointroduce a bill (S. No. 2109) to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptey ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2110) appropriating $75,000 for the im- 
provement of the Wabash River; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
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BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the District of Columbia be, and they are 
hereby, directed to transmit to the Senate a copy of the contract or terms of set- 
tlement with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company mentioned in the letter of 
the commissioners to Hon. EppA HuNTON, chairman of the House of Representa- 
tives Committee on the District of Columbia and dated March 25, 180. 


JAMES H. REEVE. 

Mr. BECK. I desire, if there is no further morning business, to call 
up the resolution which I offered the other morning, on whichI gave 
notice I should ask to be heard to-day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In pursuance of notice heretofore given, 
the Senator from Kentucky calls up 

Mr. INGALLS. Ihad desired to call up the resolution that I offered 
yesterday relative to the counting of the electoral votes, but if the 
Senator from Kentucky desires to speak on this resolution —— 

Mr. BECK. I do. 

Mr. INGALLS. Of course I waive that—— 

Mr. BECK. Thanks. 

Mr. INGALLS. Announcing that I shall take the earliest oppor- 
tunity to ask for action on the electoral-count resolution. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I want to appeal to the Senator from Kentucky 
to allow me to correct an error by which an officer of the late war 
who has suffered two amputations of the same leg is the victim of a 
mistake, and I know the Senator from Kentucky will justify me when 
I make the statement. 

In the close of the Forty-fifth Congress the Senate passed a Dill 
granting a small increase of pension from $20 to $24a month to Cap- 
tain Reeve, late a captain in one of the New York regiments. The bill 
went to the House but was not acted upon by the Honse in that Con- 
gress; but immediately upon the opening of the present Congress, at 
the extra session of 1879, the House passed a similar bill and sent it 
here, It has been the impression of the Senate Committee on Pen- 
sions, and my impression until yesterday, that that House bill had 
become alaw. My attention having been called to it, the chairman 
of the Committee on Pensions and myself hunted the matter down 
carefully, and we are satisfied that the House bill sent here, similar 
exactly to the Senate bill which had been passed the Congress before, 
has not been acted upon. I ask, therefore, that the Senate will pass 
at this time the bill which I hold in my hand. 

‘ Mr. WITHERS. I will state in confirmation of what the Senator 
rom Indiana has said that the records of the committee show that 
tue case was called in committee; that the bill was reported favor- 
ably from the Committee on Pensions; and that in January, 1879, it 
passed the Senate. , 
ieee consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
e nore = —— the bill (H. R. No. 2180) granting an increase 
wd 7 om o James H. Reeve. It proposes to allow James H. Reeve, 
came ptain and brevet major in the Third Regiment New York Vol- 
eer Infantry, from June 26, 1865, a pension at the rate of $24 per 


month in lieu of the pension now paid him, deducting therefrom the 
“mounts already paid. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to a third reading, read the third time, and passed 
CALENDAR OF PENSION BILLS. 

Mr. WITHERS. By permission of the Senator from Kentucky, I 
desire to announce that to-morrow morning I shall ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to take up the pension bills unobjected to on 
the Calender and pass them. It is important at this period of the 
session that they should be disposed of. 

FREE SHIPS. 

Mr. BECK. I now ask for the reading of the resolution on which 
I desire to be heard. . 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
BEcK January 25, 1331: 

Resolved, That all provisions of law which prohibit our citizens from purchasing 
ships to engage in the foreign carrying trade or which prevent the registration of 
them as American ships when owned, commanded, and oflicered by citizens of the 
United States, ought to be repealed, and to that end Senate bill No. 741, or a bill! 
containing the general provisions thereof, ought to pass. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, my excuse for desiring to be heard at 
this time is that the sub-committee of the Committee on Finance, 
Senators KERNAN, MORRILL, and myself, after hearing distinguished 
representatives of the National Board of Trade, and others, inelud- 
ing Mr. Roach on one side and Captain Codman on the other, and 
after a careful examination of the voluminous reports and arguments 
laid before us, were unable to agree as to the best mode of reviving 
or restoring our almost extinct carrying trade to and from other na- 
tions on the high seas. When our disagreement was reported the com- 
mittee consented that I should present my views to the Senate and 
the country in this form ; the others will doubtless do so at a suitable 
time, and we hope soon to lay before the Senate for its action a bill 
which will at least determine what we think most likely to accom- 
plish the great objects we all have in view. The bill we have been 
considering reads as follows: 

A bill amendatory of title 43 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, so as to 
authorize the purchase of foreign-built ships by citizens of the United States for 
use in the foreign carrying trade. 

Be it enacted, déc., That so many of the various provisions of title 48 of the Re 
vised Statutes of the United States entitled “Regulation of commerce and navi 
gation,” embraced in chapters 1 to 9 of said title, and from section 4131 to section 
4305, both inclusive, as either prohibit or restrict citizens of the United States from 
purchasing ships built in other countries, to be used in the foreign carrying trade 


of the United States, or which impose taxes, burdens, or restric tions on such ships 
when owned by American citizens which are not imposed on ships built in the 
United States, are hereby repealed ; and it shall be lawful hereafter for all citizens 
of the United States to buy ships built, in whole or in part, in any foreign country 
and have them registered as ships of the United States, and when so registered 
such ships so bought shall be entitled to all the rights and subjected only to the 
same regulations as are now provided by law for the government and management 
of ships built wholly within the United States and owned and controlled by citi 
zens thereof. 

I would have preferred that the bill before the Senate should have 
been fixst considered in the House of Representatives, as the full 
measure of relief can be more effectually given there under the 
power to originate money or revenue bills. We can, however, origi- 
nate bills regulating commerce, and to that end modify existing navi- 
gation laws. The bill I had the honor to introduce, and now propose 
to advocate, purposely omitted all provisions relative to ship-stores, 
tonnage-dues, taxation, free material for construction or repairs, al! 
of which the House might claim could only be acted upon in bills 
originating in that body. I hope they will make amendments to this 
bill embracing them when we send it there, as I trust we shall. 

Iam wholly unable to understand why American citizens should 
be prohibited from purchasing ships for the foreign trade where they 
can buy them cheapest, when all the other nations in the world have 
that privilege, and run their free, cheap ships to and from our ports, 
sarrying our vast exports and imports to and from our markets, while 
our people are so handicapped by the high prices charged for Ameri- 
-an-built ships that they are distanced in the race, or unable to enter 
into the contest. I represent a people who raise fine horses, and their 
speed is often tested. We would consider a man a fool who should 
insist on making his horse carry one hundred and fifty pounds in a 
race when all his competitors of like age only carried one hundred 
and ten. Yet his folly would be no greater, and his chances of sue- 
cess no worse, than the maintenance of navigation laws which handi- 
cap the American ship-owner by refusing to allow him to enter the 
contest on the free-ocean highways of the world unless he pays 20 
per cent. more for his ship than any of his competitors pay for theirs. 

A ship is but a vehicle, a wagon, a car, or train, call it what you 
will, adapted to the highway over which it has to travel; the high- 
way is free, and on it our ship-owners when they leave our coasts 
have to compete without any protection with the ship-owners of all 
other nations, and are entitled to an equal chance with them so far 
as legislation can give it. We cannot tax or impose burdens on our 
competitors, and every tax or restriction we impose upon our own 
ship-owners, or common carriers on the high seas, only enables the 
carriers of other nations not so burdened to do the work and make the 
profits which we would do and make if we had an equal chance. Pro- 
tection cannot be extended to the foreign carrying trade; its opera- 
tions are all beyond onr jurisdiction. Protection to all home indus- 
tries, including the coastwise traffic, is equal to all who engage in 
them; foreign interference there can be taxed or excluded ; no advan- 
tage is given to one over another in the particular business. How 
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the policy of protection may affect the general public or the revenues 
of the Government in these cases is another question depending on 
variant conditions. 

It is enough to show, in order to ask for cheap ships, that Ameri- 
can ship-owners cannot be protected in their foreign business, and can 
only compete when they are allowed to own ships which cost them 
no more than those owned by their competitors. Even then it is 
properly claimed that they labor under disadvantages enough ; that 
wages here are higher, that more and better food is demanded by our 
sailors than by those of other nations. That is all true, but we have 
had experience in that regard. Up to 1260 we built the ocean-going 
ships, then in use, as cheaply as other people ; the relative wages paid 
to and the supplies required by our sailors were as much higher than 
those of other nations then as now, yet we had, in comparatively a 
few years, built up more tonnage than all the world besides, except 
England, and we had almost passed her. Why may we not do it 
again, and obtain, as we had then, 75 per cent. of the carrying trade 
+o and from this country, instead of 17 per cent., as we have now, and 
get fair share of the trade of other countries with each other. 
Well-fed and well-paid men do more work, and do it better, than ill- 
paid, ill-clad and half-starved men will or can. These conditions 
won in ante bellum days in ocean competition, and will do it again. 

England did not hesitate to repeal her navigation laws in 1849. 
When she needed cheap ships she bought them from us, manned them 
with her own sailors, earned and pocketed the freights, and never 
supposed that she was either degraded or humiliated as a maritime 


t 


power by repealing the navigation laws passed in Cromwell’s time 
under altogether different conditions, and when different ideas as to 
the relations of nations to each other prevailed. There is no senti- 
All the nations are now arming with the Prussian 
What do they care 
where they are made? We sell our Springtield rifles and Colt’s re- 
volvers to all nations. Do these arms lose any of their efficiency be- 
cause they are not manufactured by the nation whose soldiers and 

t Much of the machinery in our great manufactur- 


ment in business. 


Krupp gun and the Austrian Whitehead torpedo. 


th 


sailors use them? 
ing establishments is imported from England and elsewhere. Isit less 
efiicient for that cause? Are our manufacturers degraded by its use? 
Why should ships be the only machine, vehicle, or implement that 
American citizens are prohibited from buying abroad. 

If objection is made that England would be our shipbuilder and 
would thus be strengthened and enriched at our expense, while our 
own shipbuilders would be driven out of employment, the answer is, 
that we are building almost none now, that our foreign commercial 
marine is dwindling year by year and is almost certain to continue 
to do so, that the monopoly of the shipbuilding for the coastwise and 
interior trade being 60 per cent. of the whole is all that that industry 
can properly ask or expect the country to giveit, and that other and 
far more important interests must not be sacrificed to the dog-in-the- 
manger policy demanded by a few shipbuilders who do not build ships 
for the foreign trade. There is nota single iron sailing-vessel to-day 
bearing the American flag, while iron ships are commanding much 
higher rates of freight then the best wooden ships, and a very large 
proportion of the heavy tonnage of the world is yet carried in sail- 
ing vessels. There is not a single American iron steamship that 
crosses the Atlantic Ocean from the great port of New York, and there 
is not likely to be for years to come unless we repeal our navigation 
laws. 

At a national convention held in Boston, October 6, 1880, Mr. W. 
T. Lincoln, president of the New England Ship Owners’ Association, 
said, when speaking of the decadence of our foreign carrying trade: 

The figures will show to what an alarming extent this has prevailed : 

SHIPS AND BARKS BUILT IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Tn 1855 
In 1% 


And this condition of things exists under the laws to protect the ship-building in- 
terests. While we built, in 1879, 43,000 tons of registered vessels, there were sold 
to foreigners 37,000 tons, abandoned 24,000 tons, and lost 87,000 tons—making a total 
of 148,000 tons. It should be here stated that the sales to foreigners have been 
chiefly ships that have nearly outlived their usefulness, and at low prices. In view 
of all these facts, can it be denied that we should not have suffered such a decline 
if we had been permitted by our laws to have purchased vessels upon the same 
terms as other nations, in the cheapest market? If it can, and truly be denied, 
then there is no reason why we should not continue our downward course until our 
flag is driven from the ocean. There is no escape from such a conclusion. Iron 
ships are superseding the wooden. In every important respect they have proved 
more desirable. They secure a higher classification for a longer term of years, 
they are maintained at less expense, carry more cargo upon equal tonnage, and 
obtain higher rates of freight, and even at the enhanced ratescommand the pref- 
erence. In the port of Calcutta iron ships obtain one dollar per ton, and in San 
Francisco one dollar and a quarter per ton, more than the best wooden vessels. 
The reason for this may be found in the difference in the rates of insurance and 
in the less liability of damage to cargo. 

It is a most remarkable fact that, despite the boasts that have been made that 
iron ships can be built at the same price in this country as upon the Clyde, there is 
not a single iron sailing ship under our own flag. While all other nations are privi- 
leged to buy in the cheapest market, we are excluded, and for the purpose, we are 
told, of protecting American industry. We seem to overlook the fact that the 
ocean is the great highway of commerce, that the antiquated navigation laws of 
other countries have been repealed, so that comparatively few obstructions now 
exist to a perfect freedom of commerce. The large increase of the shipping of 
other nations, the sharp competition that has existed for business, have for several 
years reduced the rates of freight to unprecedented low figures. Only by the prac- 
tice of the strictest economy, and by freedom from disasters at sea, could the ship- 
owner make the receipts equal the expenses. Meanwhile our Government has not 
taken the first step in assisting our ship-owners to meet this change—I may say, 
this revolution in this branch of business—and consequently our flag is being driven 
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| carrying 42,426,535 bushels, the remaining 1,822 being sailing- 
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from the ocean. Lines of ocean steamships are constantly being established } 
tween this country and Europe to meet the ever-increasing demands of ae 
We did boast of one line of American steamships from Philadelphia to Lica, 
pool, but even that exists only in name, as one-half of that line is now comp oxi 
steamers sailing under the flag of Great Britain. A most impressive fact wi, 
respect to our trade with Europe was published in the American Ship ‘of — 
York. It stated that the grain fleet dispatched from that port last year pombe... 
2,987 vessels, carrying 102,312,568 bushels of grain, of which 1,075 were steam 


ed 
. 7 vessels, carry eee 
£92,033 bushels. All of this tonnage includes not one American steamer, and onls* 
American sailing-vessels. It is estimated that over one hundred millions of dollare 
per annum are paid to foreign vessels for the transportation of our produce. 
This is truly a deplorable condition for a great and prosperous nation. noss 
ing a large line of sea-coast, and engaging in such an enormous trade wis}, 
nations of the world. ith the 
There are but two courses to pursue—one is to adopt the princ iples of a ser 
civilized age and impose restrictions upon commerce, which will be sure to ean. 
retaliatory measures by other nations; the other is to bein accord with the pro resi 
of the age, and remove the restrictions that already exist, a relic of former dacs 


Lays 


These statements might be verified by official tables, but it js y 
necessary; the facts are too well known to require elaborate proof 
The Secretary of State has furnished us at this session much valuable 
information in regard to our foreign carrying trade. [refer syecja}]y 
to the report of Hon. Edward F. Noyes, our minister to France, who 
by order of the State Department, devoted six months to an investiga- 
tion of our commerce and carrying trade in the Mediterranean, Ajtey 
stating the extent of his investigations, and the desire of the people 
to have extended commercial relations with us, he adds: , 

But I experienced a sense of humiliation that the inhabitants of the East have so 
little to remind them of the existence and resources of the United States. The firs: 
time I saw the American flag on the Mediterranean was at Villa Franche, wher 
our naval fleet was lying at anchor, as I started on my journey. Again, on one of 
the same war ships, the Enterprise, at Jaffa. For the third time, over the vess 
purchased by Captain Gorringe, in which to transport the Egyptian obelisk froy 
Alexandria to New York; and once more on our war frigate, the Swatara, at Gil 
raltar, on her way to China. In not another single instance, in port or on the seq 
did I observe the Stars and Stripes, except at the masthead of the steamers op 
which I sailed. The flags of other nations, the English, French, Spanish, Italiay 
Austrian, Russian, and many others, were everywhere atloat, in the harbors and 
on the high sea, while the exceptional appearanceof our own excited curiosity and 
comment among the Orientals, because it had been so rarely seen of late. ~ 

I was informed by our consul at Smyrna that formerly as many as seventy-five 
or eighty American vessels had been seen in that port at onetime. Last year 
there were but three, all told. p ; 

During the year 1879 two hundred vessels bound for the United States, witha 
tonnage of 300,000 tons, touched at Gibraltar, of which less than forty, and thes: 
of small capacity, were American bottoms. Formerly from one hundred and tifty 
to two hundred American vessels visited this port every year. 

These examples, which are not exceptional, serve to illustrate the falling off of 
our shipping in these waters. 

Our consul at Naples, Mr. B. O. Duncan, refers to the report of Mr. 
Noyes, and, after showing the immense commerce of the countries 
bordering on the Mediterranean Sea, the larger portion of which is 
American, and the fleets engaged in transporting it, adds: 

All these foreign vessels engaged in the carrying trade between the Mediterra 
nean and the United States show that there is no want cf business. But the trouble 
is our vessels are not able to compete with them for it, for the very simple reason 
that it costs an American ship-owner more to build or buy and run a vessel thanit 
does a foreigner. For this reason it was that Mr. Phelps, of New York, had torun 

g Pp 
his fruit steamers last year under the English flag instead of under the American. 

Until this disadvantage can be overcome in some way, it will be vain to hope for 
a return of our commercial prosperity, and again to see our flag floating, as for- 
merly, in every commercial port. It is certainly a question worthy of careful con- 
sideration and of wise legislation. The most sure and simple way to restore this 
prosperity would no doubt be to allow our merchants to bay ships where they can 
get them on the best terms, like the Italians, Germans, and other foreigners are 
allowed to do. 


AMERICAN V8. FOREIGN BUILT SHIPS. 

The effort to protect our few ship-builders by not permitting our merchants to 
buy ships abroad has simply had the effect of preventing a return of our commer. 
cial prosperity without benefiting our eee, for our few vessels built by 
them at a greater cost cannot compete in the carrying trade with vessels that cost 
less. While foreign steamers and sailing vessels are continnally finding cargoes in 
Naples and other Italian ports for New York, our vessels are very frequently re- 
turning in ballast, after discharging their cargoes of petroleum or tobacco, because 
they cannot afford to accept the rates offered for carrying fruits, marble, sulphar, 
rags, &c. In my humble opinion, the only possible way to remedy this evil is to 
permit the purchase of foreign-built vessels, and to admit free of duty all materia: 
that enters into the construction or running of ships, steam or sail. Iam wenoware 
that this is quite contrary to all the ideas of our protectionists. But in this case | 
think it is manifest that the idea of protecting our ship-builders results in prevent 
ing the improvement of our commerce without benefiting them. The idea I have 
seen suggested of remedying the evil by levying a tonnage duty on foreign V easels 
entering our ports would be such 2 violation of the reciprocity clause in our treaties 
of commerce that it would most certainly be resented by levying a similar duty on 
our vessels; so nothing would be gained. 

I confess that I was afraid to quote from this very intelligent _ 
sul, apprehending that he might be dismissed, as Hon. David A. Wells 
was some years ago from another bureau for daring to tell a "1 
ble truths. I therefore wrote to the State Department and was gia‘ 
to learn that the distinguished and liberal-minded Secretary of State, 
instead of punishing ‘him, had promoted him to consul to = 
with $500 additional annual salary. The facts stated by these gen 
tlemen need no comments to enforce them. : ca 

Although not directly in connection with the point I am pee : 
senting, I cannot resist reading a very able article from the New an 
Times of January 12, 1881, which was handed to me yesterday, 
cially as it embodies the views of Mr. Webster, which sustain the ger 
eral positions I am seeking to maintain in thisargument. 17 he artic 
is as follows: ; 

In view of the attempts that have been and are to be made at W oni 
induce the National Government to revive American commerce by granting DOW” 


ao : > wth 
ties to ship-owners, it is interesting to notice the comments made 7 a ‘At 
of our merchant marine, fifty-seven years ago, by Hon. Daniel Webster. 
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+ sime Mr. Clay had proposed what was known as the tariff of 1324—a distinct- 
thas Um tive measure. and Mr. Webster, who was then opposed to protection, 
ive’'y Laat ata to be in theory throughout his life, pointed out in his celebrated 
as he om the tariff the burden of expense that these enactments would lay upon 
apeech on neinterest. “If anything should strike us with astonishment,” he said, 

OP at the navigation of the United States should be able to sustain itself. 

















vit Me et any Government Se whatever, it goes abroad to challenge compe- 
ey with the whole world, and in spite of all obstacles it has yet been able to 
se ntain eight handred thousand tons in the employment of foreign trade. How, 
main ip-owners and navigators acc omplish this? How is it that they are able 
Be eet and in some measure to overcome universal competition? Itis not, sir, by 
eaction and bounties, but by unwearied exertion, by extreme economy, by 
eae ke n perseverence, by that manly and resolute spirit which relies on itself to 
“eteot itself. ‘These causes alone enable American ships still to keep their ele- 
+ and show the flag of their country in distant seas. but when we consider 
the articles entering into the composition of a ship, with the exception of 
od are dearer here than in other countries, we cannot but be utterly surprised 

+ the shipping interest has been able to sustain itself at all s 
In making this statement Mr. Webster defined the exact state of the case. We 
eal not at the time favorably situated to compete with European nations for the 


trade of the world, and yet our superior shrewdness and tact gave us an 
nev; for, placing the average tonnage of vessels at that time at three hun- 
‘3 each, Which would be a very liberal allowance, we had nearly three thou- 
‘1 vessels of all kinds engaged in foreign trade, and the American tlag was to 
seen in allof the sea-ports of the world. One advantage which we then had 
sas found in the restrictive measures imposed by foreign nations on their mer- 
chant tonnage. Thus, an English vessel loading in the East Indies was compelled 
+o take her cargo to Great Britain, from which place it must then be sent to the 
ineptal ports, and on account of this arrest of the voyage American ships were 
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ns ferred by those shipping cargoes to Germany, Holland, and other European 
ontries, But, as we have said, our chief superiority was in the admirable and 





eegnomical manner in which our vessels were mé naced. ; ] : 

Mr. Webster was right in one respect. The imposition of the tariff, with its 
nrotective features, seriously interfered with this economy. In order to maintain 
their families, American officers and men wero obliged to demand higher wages. 
Rut the severest blow given to the economical administration of shipping was in 
one’ ing of the trade with California. For a short time our American merchants 
made large sums of money by the enormous freights they received, and from 1849 
to Ik they were Willing to pay almost any price to competent captains and offi- 
cers, At the end of that time the trade equalized itself by the number of vessels 
that eame into it; but though large profits were no longer obtainable, the scale of 
es established and the custom of fitting out the vessel with a plentiful supply 
resh meats, canned meats, &c., was still insisted on. So that instead of being 
nomically managed, the American ships were the most extravagantly 
And it is their misfortune that they labor to-day under 
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During the hearing before the sub-committee, C 

sn submitted a very able letter from Charles H. 
York, addressed to himself, dated January 1, 1831, t 
graphs of which I will read: 

The American ship-owner is, to sum it up concisely, in this position: He can- 

tt build iron vessels in this country as cheaply as they can be built on the Clyde, 
the assertions of Mr. John Roach to the contrary notwithstanding. He cannot 
build or buy his vessels abroad because our stupid and antiquated navigation laws, 
like slavery and polygamy, relics of barbarism, forbid him todo so. If he should 
surchase vessels built abroad, he must sail them under the English flag, and own 

m by asubterfuge. Practically, then, he is in a position where he can neither 
build nor buy. Moreover, the condition of ownership in this country are much 
nore onerous than those in England, and her enlightened policy in this regard isin 
strong contrast withours. The American ship-owner is taxed by the general and 
local governments, while in England his competitor is free from such taxation, The 
consular system isa great burden on American shipping, which is made to bear 
actually more than the entire expense of conducting it. Under the English consu- 
lar system the fees levied on vessels in foreign ports are small and unimportant, 
and any deficiency is borne by the national Treasury. 

To give the American shipping interest a chance, and to enable it to recover a 
part of the carrying trade which it has lost, I would suggest, as measures which 
should be adopted, the following. 

First. The repeal of the navigation laws so as to enable the American ship-owner 
to buy his vessels abroad, and obtain for them American registers. 

Second. The repeal of the duties on all articles of every kind and nature what- 
ever which are used in ship-building. 

Third. Abolition of taxation on American vessels by either the general or local 
government. 

Fourth. Permission for American vessels 
stores out of bond duty free. 

Fifth. A revision of our consular system so as to bring the fees imposed on ves- 
sels in foreign ports on a parity with those of England. 

Sixth. Changes and modifications in the laws relating to seamen, you have sub- 
mitted to me six propositions, which are as follows: 

1. The admission to American register of all vessels of over three thonsand 

n8, subject to the same laws regarding ownership that now prevail. 

2. The admission of all materials to be used in the construction and repairs of 

essels of over three thousand tons duty free. 

“3. The adoption of a new tonnage measurement, based on actual carrying capac- 

and excluding the space occupied by engines and boilers, and accommodations 
‘or officers and crew. 
_ “4. Exemption from taxation, local and nationa 
toreign trade for more than eight months of the year 
_Permission for all American vessels in the foreign trade to take their stores 
hip chandlery out of bond duty free. 
A general revision of our laws relating to seamen, and also those regulating 
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engaged in foreign trade to take their 








on all vessels engaged in the 








the consular service, so that the charges which now weigh so heavily on American 
Shipping at home and in foreign ports may be diminished and be made to accord, 


8 far a8 possible, with those imposed under the English system.” 
J fully approve of the suggestions contained in them, which are in many respects 
‘entical with my own; and, as a beginning in the direction of restoring the Ameri- 
ein carrying trade, I believe they would be of invaluable service. By restricting 
u admission to American registers of all vessels of over three thousand tons, 
they practically protect the coasting trade, while giving opportunities for compe- 
tition in the foreign trade. 
: The adoption of a new tonage measurement, based on actual carrying capacity, 
'3@ just and wise measure. , 
at Séet eee therefore, as a whole, I give my cordial assent, and I am 
velien af Aan their adoption wonld open the way for a gradual and partial resto- 
other re aan shipping to the proud position which it once occupied. Any 
cbinnte wes, Such as subsidies or bounties, are, according to my mind, highly 
"Th Uonable, and would prove generally inoperative. 
be the only anes who-would derive ths ct areage tke ct sraoeat of Awe 
can shipowners we late da derive the advantage. ne great amoun of Ameri- 
but with ual compelled to compete, not only with their foreign rivals, 
ith those of their own countrymen who receive exceptional favors from the 
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Government. It is plain, therefore, that American shipping, asa vw 
not be benetited by subsidies ; but, on the contrary, be 
rower compass. 





Whether all thesesuggestions and recommendations are such asonght 
to be adopted or not, they are worthy of serious consideration and are 
in my opinion in the right direction. 

As it is true that we now pay to foreign nations over 0 
annually for the transportation of our freights, and at least $20,000,000 
to carry our passengers and mails, the lion’s share of which goes to 
England, and as this condition must exist for years to come under 
any system of taxation for subsidies that can be devised to induce 
the production of American-built ships for the foreign trade, it is not 
easy to see how England is so much interested in our buying ships 
from her, or how the stale slang of British gold being at work to 
carry free ship bills,can be used successfully to excite prejudice 
against them. England’s share of what we now pay annually to 
foreign nations is not less than $75,000,000; that sum would purchase 
for us three hundred iron steamers at $250,000 each, or seven hundred 
and fifty iron sailing vessels at $100,000 each, every one of which 
would at once be placed in competition with England in all the ports 
of the world for the carrying trade of the nations, bringing their earn- 
ings here to be spent, instead of as now draining from us $120,000,- 
000 a year, which never returns, but strengthens and enriches people 
who are our rivals in time of peace, and may at any time become out 
enemies in war. This item our official 
conceal in reporting the balance of trade. 

Does any sane inan believe that England desires to change the ex- 
isting condition of things, and see us once more become her competi- 
tor on the high seas? Is it not obvious that the sum we would pav 
the ship-builders of England for the ships we may buy is a mere bag 
atelle compared with the immense power and profit she now acquires 
and holds by the utter prostration of our commercial marine, and 
our inability to compete with her either for our own or any other 
carrying trade? not less 
than twenty years; the single profit to the builder is insignificant 
compared to the many annual trips she makes during her life-time ; 
and it must not be forgotten that if we owned ships on fair terms we 
could to-day compete tor freights not only from one Mediterranean 
port to another, but we could compete from London to Liverpool, 
trom Glasgow to Dublin, from any English port to any other, as she 
has thrown off all restrictions, coastwise included. It is not her 
terest for us to buy her ships to engage in the 
olizes. 

Worse for us than all else, our policy of maintaining absurd, 
navigation laws which we copied from England but which she 
abandoned years ago, has not only enabled her to quadruple her com 
mercial marine in the last twenty years but we foolishly furnish he: 
the principal means of support for her legions of trained sailors, th: 
men upon whom she relies to humiliate if not to crush us in the event 
of war. Where are ours? Where are the trained sailors of whom we 
were so proud in the days of our maritime greatness? Who have we 
to defend the thousands of miles of coast on the Pacific, the Atlant 
and the Gulf, or our seaboard cities when war comes No foreign 
foe will ever again invade our soil. If the late civil war was an un- 
mitigated evilin every other regard, it at least developed the fact that 
we have when united military prowess such as the world never saw 
before, and that our men can be called from their plows and their 
workshops and be converted into soldiers on short notice, but Eng! 
and the other maritime nations know equally well that sailors « 
be trained in a day, nora year. They know that we have none now. 
Our future wars must be on the sea. And does anysensible man believe 
that England, for the sake of selling us cheap ships, desires to see us 
once more active competitors with her for the carrying trade of the 
world, and see American sailors once more enlisted and trained to 
resist her power and bid detiance to her fleets? Mere questions of 
individual profit are too insignificant to be serious! 
national power, prosperity, and supremacy are i 
in this great problem. 

I cannot but think that the statement of the proposition 
argument unnecessary. If there is truth or force in the maxim which 
all protectionists assume as the basis of their tariff and subsidy ar 
guments that it is our duty in time of peace to prepare for war, an 
have all the necessary means at our command to carry it on success- 
fully, surely in the present condition of the country in its relations 
to the other nations of the earth, American sailors above all other 
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interests and classes should be protected, encouraged, held in 
readiness for their country’s service. 

At the Boston convention Mr. Lincoln said: 

Those who owned and sailed ships know that American seamen do not now ex 


ist. Our ships are now manned by foreigners, and the laws oppress the ship-owner 
And the first preamble to the resolution adopted by the « 
tion reads: 


Whereas it is a well-known fact that 


American seamen are fast becoming 
things of the past; and 
Whereas we formerly pointed with pride not only to our fine American ships 
but to the fine body of American seamen who manned them. 
I refer to these things only as proof of the statement that the 


American sailor’s ‘ occupation’s gone.” All of them worth anything 
have taken service on the great foreign steamship lines, or on their 
fine iron sailing ships. The miserable old wooden sailing craft which 
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compose what we have left, are manned with the meanest and cheap- 
est sailors of all nationalities, Chinese, Norwegians, negroes, and 
mongrels, so that it is not uncommon to find on aship with ten hands 
three or four different languages spoken, the men not being able to 
inderstand each other. i 

Again, because I must confine my remarks to suggestions and avoid 
elaboration or extend them to an unreasonable length, the problem 
in the proper solution of which we are more interested than any other 
people is, how to reach the markets of the world with our products 
at the least cost. Our abominable protective tariff system not only 
adds 40 per cent. tothe cost of our products, but prevents our peo- 
ple from engaging in producing manufactures to any great extent 
beyond what can be consumed at home. Why? Because the moment 
their products leave our shores they come into unprotected competi- 
tion with free goods, manufactured from free materials, by cheap 
labor; so that agriculture is and must continue to be the pursuit fol- 
lowed by a large majority of our people, and the relative proportion 
must increase year by year. 

Machinery is rapidly reducing the number of operatives and skilled 
laborers once required in our manufacturing establishments and 
workshops. Each new machine that performs the work of five men 
drives five men out of that business and forces them to make a liv- 
ing some other way, most probably on the free or cheap lands of the 
West. We have the best machinery in the world; it is to-day able 
to perform the work which twenty years ago hundreds of thousands, 
ves, millions of trained workmen, would have been needed to per- 
form. Unlike the ship on the ocean, it does not pretend to compete 
with foreign machinery or foreign labor or capital, though able to 
do so ; it is protected by law against all outside interference; its own- 
ers are content to monopolize the home market ; congressional au- 
thority guards it through tariff taxation against foreign competition ; 
its owners are content to surrender to other nations the trade of all 
the rest of the world for the privilege of extorting exorbitant prices 
for its products from fifty million people in the United States. It 
can now produce in six months all that this people can consume in 
twelve, and as it neither eats, drinks, nor needs fuel or clothes when 
idle, it can wait without loss or sacrifice till its products are con- 
sumed and then furnish a new supply. Its owners care nothing about 
the suffering and want of its servants while it is idle; they are, per- 
haps, Chinese or other foreign paupers. They are certainly the cheap- 
est bone and muscle that can be procured from any country. No 
degradation is felt by the American machine-owner either in using 
foreign machinery or by driving out American by Chinese or other 
pauper labor when he can make money by it, notwithstanding the 
horror he professes to feel when we propose to allow our people to 
buy cheap ships to reach foreign markets with the products of our 
larms, 

These monopolists do not want ships, they have no use for them, 
they will not sell their goods for the prices they are worth in the open 
markets of the world, and they cannot get more anywhere else except 
at home. They resist the importation of goods as an invasion of their 
monopoly. They would not care, indeed they would be glad, if there 
was not a ship on the seas; then their protection would be absolute. 
But, Mr. President, the products of the farmer must go abroad; the 
manufacturers and other non-producers of this country cannot con- 
sume half of them; and when there they must be sold for as lowa 
price asany foreign pauper will sell like articles for in that market. 
Tariff protection does not reach farm productsthere. With no power 
to increase the home demand for our surplus which is diminishing rela- 
tively every day as non-consuming machinery is displacing human 
labor in the production of manufactures and the handling of freights ; 
with railroad extension on the grandest scale, and immigration now 
reaching five hundred thousand a year, stimulating enormously the 
production of crops, and extending rapidly our already almost bound- 
less agricultural area, some idea of the immensity of which may be 
formed from the fact that Texas alone contains over two hundred and 
seventy thousand square miles, while England, Scotland, and Ireland 
contain only 121,000, if becomes, as I said, the problem of the day how 
to reach foreign markets with our agricultural products and leave a 
living protit tothe producer. Oficial statistics show that nine-tenths 
ofour vast exports are purely agricultural products, not further 
advanced in the manufacture than the conversion of wheat into flour 
or hogs into pork. The New York Herald of January 15, 1881, says 
in this regard: 

With increase of population in the West and Northwest has come a remarkable 
growth in agriculture. To say nothing about other crops, the wheat production of 
the United States has increased since 1865 from one hundred and fifty million to 
nearly five hundred million bushels, and the production of Indian corn from seven 
hundred million to fifteen hundred million bushels, while from the ports of New 
York and Boston alone the shipments of cattle have risen from comparatively noth- 
ing a few years ago to 36,000,000 in 1879. 

All men know that the whole cost of transportation is paid by the 
producer. If you and I, Mr, President, propose to buy a cargo of wheat 
or provisions to sell in the Liverpool market, we first learn what we 
can sell it for there, what it will cost to transport it from Kentucky, 
or wherever we buy it, to the seaboard and from, say, New York to 
Liverpool; we ascertain what will be the insurance, commissions, in- 
terest, and a reasonable profit, and we can only afford to pay the 
farmer for his product what remains of the Liverpool price after de- 
ducting all these things; he bears all the burden. The cheaper the 
transportation the more he gets ; the heavier the cost, the less he real- 
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izes; he is above all other men most interested in cheap Ships, low 
freights, and active competition. Whatever tends to stimulate Fu 
petition and prevent combinations in the carrying trade on the oo 
or the sea benefits the producers of the country; hence the stent. 
I in common with many others am working to improve the great free 
water ways of the United States in order to hold in check railn me 
combinations. aie 

The Eads jetties at the month of the Mississippi have been of jnea) 
culable value to the West. The continuance of the improvement 4: 
the navigation of that great river and its tributaries, on which every 
man has a right to place a barge or a boat to float his products to the 
point where he meets the ocean-going ships, would save millions 
the people, and millions more would be saved if they could meet free, 
cheap ships there to haul their products to their ultimate markets. } 
could name five railroad magnates who can meet to-day and in five 
minutes make an agreement to increase freights a few cents q bushel 
on grain and a dollar or so a ton on other goods, and thus ada 
$100,000,000 or more of taxation or burden on the people; and there 
is now no means to prevent it and no remedy for the wrong, so the 
great English, French, and German lines can by combination double 
ocean freights as they did on wheat in 1873, and thus take millions 
out of the pockets of the producers of the West. As I would do al! 
possible by opening free water ways to render railroad combinations 
if not impossible at least more difficult, so I would give our people 
free ships, free stores, freedom from tonnage dues and consular fees. 
and freedom from every possible tax in order, as far as legislation can 
effect it, to render combinations of foreign ship-owners very difficult 
if not impossible. 

Every reflecting man must see the uncertain, the very precarions 
tenure by which the present prosperity of the country is held. We 
are necessarily large exporters. Our exports are of a character that 
must go to market when ready; the fat hog cannot be kept; pro- 
visions, flour, indeed all agricultural staples, must be sold and con- 
sumed when prepared for market. We have no ships in which to 
transport them. We cannot build them, and are not allowed to buy 
them abroad. If England, France, and Germany, to whom we have 
surrendered our carrying trade, should go to war with each other, as 
they have often done and may do again at any time, although wo 
may continue to maintain the most friendly relations with all of 
them during the strife, we would suffer more than all the belliger- 
ants. The destruction of the merchant ships of either by the cruisers 
of the others would take our products to the bottom of the ocean. 
Even the suspension of their traffic or the blockade of their ports 
would leave our exports to rot on the wharves or be consumed by 
warehouse charges. National bankruptcy would soon follow ; yet the 
honest earnest efforts of those of us who seek to avoid and avert such 
calamities by allowing our own citizens to buy cheap ships in which 
to carry our own goods are characterized as being made in the inter- 
ests of England, and as being designed to destroy the industries of 
the United States. When the Franco-Prussian war broke out Con 
gress was in session and on the 15th of July, 1870, President G 
sent a message to both Houses advising them of the fact, and of t! 
inadequacy of our ships to carry our freights and mails, saying: 





I submit to the consideration of Congress that the interests of the count: l 
be advanced by the opportunity to our own citizens to purchase vessels of foreign 
construction for the carrying trade of the country. 

And he urged upon Congress the propriety of considering these it 
portant questions, Congress adjourned in less than twenty-four hours 
after that message was received, doubtless as the best means of avout: 
ing even a discussion of the subject. Then, as now, the protected 

nonopolists determined to allow no interference with their privileg 
no matter what happened. Even the power and influence of G« 
eral Grant was not suflicient to secure for his recommendations « re- 
spectful consideration. Itis a conceded fact that Germany purchase 
from England the ships which she runs in our trade. We allow the 
Germans all the rights and privileges in English-built ships‘ 
we allow American citizens in our home-built vessels, and yet 
hibit our own people from buying ships on the same terms the 
mans do. Section 4229 of the Revised Statutes of the United 5! 
reads thus: 

No other or higher rate of duties shall be imposed or collected on vesse: 
Prussia, or of her dominions, from whencesoever coming, nor on their cargoes 
soever composed, than are or may be payable on vessels of the United States, anc 
their cargoes. 

We have by treaty with Sweden and Norway granted the sa 
rights to the people of those countries that the Germans have; whi 
by treaties with Great Britain, France and other great commerc 
countries, we aecord to them all the rights and privileges given \” 
the most favored nations, so that we practically allow the = 
except our own citizens, to enter into free competition, in free ship 
for our carrying trade. Surely the Senate has a right to origimate ° 
bill to give American citizens the same rights that by treaty, Wi 
out consulting the House of Representatives, it has given to all othe 
nations; therefore I did not feel that any prerogative of the House 
was invaded or impaired by seeking to pass first in this body a 
bill I introduced to regulate our carrying trade, by the repea: 
navigation laws which injure ourselves and give advantages to © 
zens of foreign countries. ; ' tons 

I am unable to appreciate the wisdom of a policy which trans oa 
the carrying trade of the United States from American to Germs 





Ger- 


A 




















oul 
rat 


ther foreign ship-owners, by forcing the American to pay $400,- 
t = eS 


for a ship which they can buy for $300,000; or, failing to do 
( 101 « - * 


nat. prohibit him from engaging in the transportation of freights 
shat ) 8 4 . 3 2 
gree ongers to and from this country, or any other. 
- president, if you and I owned farms side by side, equal in 





ev respect, and raised the same crops on cach, and you were pro- 
4 from owning reapers, threshers, or wagons, to cut, prepare, or 


ar produce to market, while I had all of them, of the best 


~ bought in the cheapest market, and used them to secure my 


ee thout outlay of money, doing all that work for you besides, 
ewe vou ten or twenty per cent. for doing it, would I not get 
i auch faster than you? Could I not, should I so determine, 


bankrupt you by refusing to cut, thrash, or haul for you, and 
nr erain rot in the field? That is precisely the relation 
fore rt “nations occupy toward us to-day. They take a large 
. of the profits of our crops for carrying them to market, and 
id bankrupt us by refusing to haul for us. 

rwonld be glad, of course, to see all our ships built at home; but 





5 cannot be done. They are not built here. If they could be 
» .\ would. The pretense that the late war destroyed our carrying 
ote no longer deceives anybody ; it was only crippled temporarily. 


“day we have less than one-half the tonnage in the foreign trade 
‘sat we had when the war closed, while nearly all the other branches 
¢ industry have doubled, and many of them have increased four- 
ld. These industries could be protected from foreign competition, 
nd they have been; the tax-payers and consumers have paid and 
‘afered enough in order to afford the protection demanded, but the 
chins in the foreign trade were necessarily beyond the reach of pro- 
-ection. Congress could not reach out into the ocean and drive other 
. ople from it, and our ships are gone. . 
Something must be done, unless we are prepared to abandon for- 
ever the carrying trade of this country and of the world to foreigners, 
und pay them whatever they demand for doing the work. The Ameri- 
an sailor must disappear, and our power even to defend our coasts 
nd seaboard cities be given up, unless we re-establish in some form 

1r mercantile marine. 

; It issaid that our people will not buy ships and engage in the 
» foreign carrying trade even if they are allowed to have free ships for 
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© that purpose. If they do not the right to buy will do no harm even 
+o the would-be ship-builders. Men of intelligence made themselves 
© absurd enough to tell our sub-committee that all sorts of miserable, 
© worthless ships would be palmed off upon our people if they were 
% ‘lowed to buy them abroad, and long lists were paraded of worth- 
S less ships which English agents were now prepared to offer. Itisa 
3 jor compliment to the intelligence of our people to say that they do 
© not know what they want and what the thing offered is worth. I 
| suppose a man who needs a ship for a particular purpose can select 
» it and contract for it as well as a manufacturer who needs and buys 
© an English engine or any other piece of machinery in his factory can 
m select it, and can as well be trusted to attend to his own interests. 
— Apprehension is sometimes absurdly expressed lest ships built on the 


yde might not be as loyal and as patriotic in time of war as ships 


uilt on the Delaware. I suppose a Krupp gun, though made in 
Prussia, shoots as well from the turrets of an English iron-clad as if 
had been cast on the Thames or the Mersey; and the Whitehead 
torpedo, though made in Austria, will do its work as well from Cher- 
irg or Sandy Hook as if it had been constructed there. All that 
ss of arguments appeal only to prejudice. 
Che bitterest opponents of free ships admit the present deplorable 
ndition of our commercial marine, the almost total destruction of 
Ir carrying trade, and the extinction of our sailors. The reports of 
ur consuls, of our statisticians, and of our ship-builders agree that 
‘have touched bottom; they admit that we can neither be strong 
eligerent nor prosperous as a people until our once envied posi- 
on on the high seas is restored; but with few exceptions they dare 
t tell the truth and expose the true cause of our humiliation as a 
itime nation. They whine over the destruction of a few wooden 
ships during the war, and the transfer of others to foreign flags, 
vhich they would not allow our people to take back when the danger 
as over, fearing dismissal from official position if they venture to 
‘ay aught that may be distasteful to their masters. They unite in 
ty for subsidies to be granted to American ship-builders, who 
ly have a monopoly of ship-building for the coastwise trade, 
$60 per cent.of all we have. The cry is raised under the pre- 
“ise Of the necessity for carrying the mails, or some other subter- 
so as to equalize the cost of their ships with the price foreigners 
iy, and thusenable our own ship-builders to charge what they please. 
sidy and taxation enough can equalize anything. When asked 
ether we are to be required to tax the people to an extent sufficient 
’ ehabie Congress to subsidize every American ship on every line 
_. on every sea, Whether she is propelled by sail or steam, they hes- 
ite, and are divided in opinion as their interests vary. Of course 
ie Cnly logical proposition is to treat all alike; otherwise, if one set 
American ship-owners are furnished with money out of the public 
aly to enable them to drive all the unsubsidized American ships 
~ © high seas, that result would not cheapen our transportation, 
Or oan our tonnage in the carrying trade; it would simply cre- 
nes wonopoly in the hands of the protected few on the subsidized 
va eG the tax-payers, from whom the money is taken, would de- 
* no benefit from, indeed, would be injured by, the su! 
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It would be too big a job, Mr. President, to tax the people enough 
to subsidize all the ships needed in our rapidly growing carrying 
trade to the extent necessary to pay American ship-builders the price 
they demand for the ships they propose to furnish beyond what other 
nations now pay for theirs. That has to be done or the proposed sub- 
sidy system would fail to accomplish the object its advocates pro- 
pose; and it isa serious question what new objects or subjects of 
taxation Congress could devise from which to raise the necessary 
means to furnish the subsidies demanded. Will the men of wealth 
consent to a tax on their incomes to furnish the means? I doubt it. 
Will Congress restore internal-revenue taxation on manufactures o1 
taxes in the form of licenses to carry on professions or trades? Of 
course not. An increase of tariff taxation, as we all know, would 
diminish instead of increase revenue. Thatsource of supply can only 
be increased by reducing protective and prohibitory duties; and all 
the subsidy seekers and their retainers are at the same time advocates 
of high protective tariffs. 

Senators need not deceive or delude themselves with the assump- 
tion that there is to be a continual large surplus of revenue under our 
present system of taxation. In their zeal to appear patriotic or to 
pander to the soldier element they have by the arrears-of-pension 
dill—which I congratulate myself in having opposed—fastened upon 
the country a heavier and more enduring burden than the national 
debt, and one which will drain the pockets of the tax-payers longer. 
Over $500,000,000 is now the Commissioner’s estimate of the amount 
required for arrears alone. It was said $30,000,000 was the maximum 
when the law was passed. The annual pension-roll has run up from 
about $30,000,000 to over $50,000,000 in a year or so; it willsoon reach 
a sum larger than all the annual expenditures of the Government 
ever reached prior to 1860. Pensioners never die. Pensions are paid 
now to over ten thousand people as survivors of the war of 1812, which 
closed sixty-five years ago, and many plain people believed there 
were not many more than ten thousand soldiers, all told, engaged in it 

But that is a digression. The high protective tariff, against which 
it is in many quarters regarded as worse than treason to speak, has 
more to do than all else with the prostration and destruction of our 
commercial maritime and the ruin of our carrying trade. That sys- 
tem which was built up during the war to meet temporary exigen- 
cies and our navigation laws combined constitute an ingenious plan 
of disguised taxation, to give American manufacturers the right 
clandestinely and under false pretenses to force the American people 
to pay them 50 per cent. more for the products of their machinery 
than they are worth, or than they can make any other people pay. 
It is so adjusted as to cripple if not prohibit the sale of American 
manufactures in countries other than the United States, and to pro- 
tect foreign nations and especially England in a monopoly, as against 
us, of the carrying trade of the world. The whole system is vicious, 
and but for ourimmense territory and almost inexhaustible resources 
would before this have proved ruinous. 

To illustrate: the necessity for a great railway is made apparent 
in order to extend commerce, cheapen transportation, and furnish 
facilities for intercourse among our people. Congress makes large 
grants of lands to the private corporation that works up the scheme, 
and I may note here that it has granted to railway corporations sinc¢ 
1860 more lands, belonging to the people, all within twenty miles of 
railroads, than there is in the thirteen States which formed the Uni 
States. That is the railroad’s share of the spoils. The people expect 
in return a cheap road and cheap transportation. Do they getit? No. 
The railroad corporation has to agree to build its road with American 
rails, which are protected to an extent of $28 a ton, and use other 
costly machinery. It is not allowed to furnish cheap transportation 
or build a cheap line. When finished it does not compete with exist 


ted 


ing lines. They combine, pool their issues, keep up prices, pocket 
the proceeds of the lands, and denounce any Senator or Representa- 


tive who ventures to criticise their conduct or who seeks to limi 
their power. The railroad thus built removes the mere physica 
stacles, but Cong ariff legislation creates far more formida- 
ble ones. 
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Aiter reaching, Say, the Pacilie Ocean, which is free, over the roads 
we paid for, we cannot trade with China, Japan, or the Indies. Con- 
gress has placed an insurmountable obstacle, which Senators and Rep- 
resen ives here dare not remove, in the form of a tax prohibiting 
nearly all goods from all these countries from being landed on our 
shores, for fear the people who built the road may get cheap supplies. 
And after they reach that or any other ocean on the road so built, 
they are not allowed to send their products to any other port of the 
United States unless they are sent in an American-built ship. Our 
people cannot buy their own ships abroad, and if a foreign ship is 
ready to carry from the railroad port to any other United States port 
for $1 a ton and the American-built ship asks $5 to doit, the producer 
must pay the $5 or let his goods go to waste. All combinations work 
together to rob alike the producer and consumer. 

I repeat, the protected American manufacturer cares nothing about 
ships; he does not need them, and of course does not want them. He 
cannot or will not send his products abroad. He knows that when 
they leave our shores they are worth no more than similar goods made 
by so-called foreign paupers, against whose labor he has been 
tected at home by tariff taxation. The very act of sending his manu- 
factures abroad is an adm need protection a 


home, and that our taxation for his benefit is wrongfully or at least 
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unnecessarily imposed. 
than make that admission; therefore 
ships. 
He is equally opposed to goods being imported which may compete 
with his; he prefers to have a monopoly of home markets. He may 
not say so, but Mr. Carey, of Philadelphia, spoke the sentiments of 
most of this class when he said that it would be a blessing to the 
American people if all foreign intercourse was cut off and the great, 
free ocean highways of the world were converted into seas of fire. 
No aid need be expected from that class for any measure which seeks 
to cheapen anything or which tends to liberalize our intercourse with 
the world. a 
Protectionists boast, and seem to regard it asa conclusive argument 
in favor of their system, that they are obliged to charge higher prices 
because they pay higher wages to their operatives than are paid for 
like serviceselsewhere. One thing is certain, they employ the cheap- 
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He would rather not send his goods abroad 


} 


he cares nothing about cheap 





est labor they can procure, whether it is Asiatic, African, European, | 


or American. Nonavigation laws prohibit that. Of course they pay 
higher wages. Men do not labor for money alone. heir necessities 
compel them to labor for what money will procure. The dollar is the 
pound-weight, the yard-stick, the bushel-measure. 


T 
T 
As a pound- 


weight, a dollar here only weighs out to the laborer ten pounds of 
sugar; in England it weighs fifteen pounds. Asa yard-stick, $5 here 


measures two pair. 
need for clothing or comfort. Asa bushel-measure, however, a dollar 
here will measure 50 per cent. more wheat, flour, or provisions than 
it willin England. Why? Because they are farm products. The 
price of all these things is regulated by their market value in unpro- 
tected foreign markets. Protection does not reach the farmer, except 
as it compels him to pay out of what he sells in open market in com- 
petition with all the world 50 per cent. more than any of his foreign 
competitors pay, and more than they are worth for the clothing and 
other necessities for his family, for the machinery and tools he is 
compelled to have to produce and prepare his crops for market; and 
so-called protection compels him to pay the high wages to his laborers 
necessary to enable them to buy at protective-tariff rates what they 
and their families require in order to live as comfortably as the laborers 
of other countries. 

Whenever it is conceded that any article is produced here in such 
quantity that it cannot be consumed at home, but the surplus must 
be sold abroad, it necessarily follows that the price of the surplus in 


the foreign market regulates the home price of the whole product. | 


Take as examples cotton, wheat, tobacco, or any like great staples: 


they rise and fall here as prices vary in Liverpool, Paris, and Berlin. | 


Our producers of these and like staples cannot be protected. The pre- 
tended protection by tariff duties on the importation of any articles 


of that character is simply a delusion,if it is not a fraud. Articles | ; th 
| people at the port where he landed want it and offer all they have i: 


not produced in suflicient quantities here to supply the home con- 
sumption occupy a different relation. Take sugarasanexample. We 
consume about nineteen hundred million pounds annually; 90 per 
cent. of it is imported. The average tariff duty being 60 per cent., 
the home producer of course sells his product 60 percent. higher than 
he could if foreign sugars were free. I may as well state here the 
effect cheap supplies have on consumption as illustrated by sugar. 
We are constantly boasting of how well fed our people are, and how 
near the starvation point the people of England hang. There suga 

is free and cheap, the consumption of it is sixty-five pounds a year for 
every man, woman, and child in the land. In the United States 
it is thirty-eight pounds per capita. The English people are at least 
not starving for want of sugar. Iam not seeking to interfere with the 
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| on the seas, even with free ships and the removal of all ssible bn 


sugar tariff. It produces $42,000,000 of revenue annually, while steel | 
| trade after we have relieved the ship-owner all we can. My ideais 


rails, with $23 a ton protection against foreign invasion and protection 
bya patent against home competition, enables eleven corporations, 
whose product is over one million tons a year, to pocket $23,000,000, 


| 


less the few millions they have to subscribe periodically for cam- | 
paign-corruption funds, in order to secure power to the party that 


maintains their privileges, which protection provides little or no rev- 
enue to support the Government, and gives no relief to the tax-payers. 

The effect of the monopoly given to the blanket manufacturers is 
perhaps worse on the laboring classes than the Bessemer steel monop- 
oly, especially during such a winter as this. Nearly 100 percent. tax 
as protection is given on coarse blankets such as the poor must have, 
forcing them to pay $4 for what no other laborers in the world pay 


over $2 for, with no revenue received from the tax. It is simply | 


stealing that much out of their hard earnings in ways they know 
nothing of. Little wonder they must charge higher wages than other 
people or starve. Little wonder we have factories closed half the 
year and operatives striking for increase of pay. 

Our monopolists cannot exact their prices from any other people 
than our own, therefore our exports of manufactured products are 
comparatively insignificant, and the employment of our skilled labor- 


| 


ers in manufacturing establishments is very precarious. It is only | 


when manufacturers have marked up their prices so high that con- 


sumers can afford to pay the true value of what they want in open | 


market and the tariff tax to boot, rather than submit to their extor- 


tions, that the Government gets anyrevenue, Our large revenues of | 
late grew out of the exorbitant prices so demanded, which was called | 


a boom by those who pocketed the congressional bounty. 
One of the greatest evils growing out of this vicious system of 


Lor corporations or the machinery they own, or which r 


JANUARY 27. 


protection is that under it there can be no assurance of stabilit- 
is like the petroleum bonanza, which was so profitable at first 3) 
every body rushed into it until the product became so great ; Aa 
prices fell so low that the man who had most of it was souteal _ 
does not take long when the market is limited to the Wants if - 
people and all trade with the 1,400,000,000 people in the outside woe 
is abandoned to other and wiser nations for our manufacturers af 
everybody who could have rushed into the business. is onan a. 
the market and bankrupt each other. Low prices follow geen : 
dwindle, consumers of course will not pay the foreign price ae 
tax; they can do better by closing up the overstocked home lant a 
estates at forced sales. pee 
But, Mr. President, I have wandered somewhat from the free «J 
question. I confess that I do not hope to recover our forme; - 
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dens from the carrying trade, while the present abominable tarif 
maintained. Therefore I could not help referring to its peri 0 
effects. An American may start a free, cheap ship to-day wit 
the restrictions we can by legislation take oft removed, si 
with an English ship off the capes of Delaware, Sandy Hook. of anv 
where else, with precisely the same cargo on board, and, if such a no. 
sibility could be imagined, composed of manufactured go jn wh 
cost precisely what the similar goods on board the English ship cos: 


only measures to the laborer one pair of blankets; in England it | and they may sail side by side to any American, European, Afri 


And so it is with all else that he or his family | 


or Asiatic port, and the Englishman has every advantage, He j 
pared to trade. The men who want the goods often have no mone: 
but they have copper, wool, and other raw materials that he want: 
and he swaps his manufactured goods for their raw materials « 

starts home with what his manufacturers need, furnishing supplies 
English laborers to work up into another cargo for him to take lac] 
and swapagain. He hasa full and profitable load both ways, and}; 
can carry cheaply because he has. , r 

All trade, ail commerce is barter. You must take what I have 

I cannot buy what you seek to sell. The conditions es regards cli- 
mate, education, or opportunities of some other people enable they 
to produce certain things which we need better and cheaper tha 
can. Other conditions enable our people to produce other things 
they need better and cheaper than they can produce them, therefor 

we trade and both are benetited. New Hampshire raises potatoes 
Cuba raises oranges. Cuba wants potatoes, New Hampshire wants 
oranges. The New Hampshire man carries his potatoes to Cuba ant 
swaps them for oranges; both parties are benefited and the greatest 
profit is with the party that did the hauling to supply what both 
needed. Thatis the carrying trade. In that the American is cripple 
by the abominable tariff enacted under pretense of protecting A 








Amer: 


r 

. . ° : . os 
ican industry, but really devised to enrich a favored few at th 
pense of the mass of the people. The American, in the case put, « 
his cargo for sale alongside of the Englishman ; itis equally goo 








exchange for it, just as they did to the Englishman. He cannot trai 
for any of them, because he cannot land what they offer at any port 
in the United States without paying on an average 45 per cent. on t] 
value of what he brings back. 

The American producer of like articles is willing to furnish the 
same things for 42 per cent. more than they are worth, therefore h 
must sell his cargo abroad for money, and of course take less for his 
goods in order to get it, and often return home without a cargo. He 
must either charge the expenses of his trip both ways to the freight 
he carries out, or work at great disadvantage with his English com- 
petitor ; if he charges both ways on the cargo he carries out, the pro- 
ducer suffers; if he cannot do that, he suffers. Therefore, as I said 
I feel the embarrassment our tariff imposes on our ocean-carrying 


| 


that whatever aid any business receives that does not naturally per- 


| tain to the business itself is, in the end, detrimental to it; or when 


government seeks to support it by outside subsidy it ends in failure 
Whatever lightens the burdens on ships or anything else in what in- 
heres to the business helps it. 
Mr. President, I do not expect nor do I propose to repeal our tari 
laws, firmly as I believe that we, above all other people—with ow 
energy, intelligence, and versatility of talent; with a continent unde? 
our control, with every variety of soil and climate, with free trade 
among ourselves—are more interested in free trade with all nations 
than any other people. I would not destroy, or cripple even, 20y 
artificially sustained industry by a sudden change. I would redux 
taxation gradually, and thus increase the revenue by inviting fu 
competition from all quarters and by removing prohibitory obstruc 
tions; revenue should be the prime object, protection the inciden 
I would simplify the present compound and complex mode of asses 
ing duties so that honest business men could understand them. 
tax, as now, on the same piece of goods of so much, according to ™ 
number of threads to the square inch ; so much specific, and so muct 
ad valorem, is both absurd and dishonest. I would lighten the eer 
dens of the laboring poor by allowing them to procure the necessar'™ 
and comforts of life at reasonable rates, so that their wages m2" 
procure as near as possible what the wages of laborers in other cou" 
tries now purchase for them. ; 
It is not honest legislation which takes at least 30 per cent, ola 
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humblest man in the land to pay as much to support the Federal 
Government as Mr. Vanderbilt does with his untold millions, yet 
hat is the fact to-day under our tariff taxation. I protest against 
9 - »nosition of additional taxation on the people to raise money to 
oa subsidies to any set of men, either under pretense of carrying 
, steamship lines or on any other false and absurd pretense ; 
nor would I restrict trade or commerce by discriminating or oppres- 
sive regulations. They only produce retaliatory measures. France, 
the richest country in Europe, now prohibits any article of American 
manufacture from being landed on her soil, while she allows the 
anufactures of England and Germany to enter her ports on an aver- 
- 10 per cent. She thinks that she punishes us in this 
wav for our taxation of her manufactures. If she knew how well 
content our manufacturers are with the monopoly they now have 
of our home markets, and could realize how little they care for or 
iesire to have a free market such as France would afford, she would 
et care to eniorce restrictions which make no difference. France 
now takes our grain, provisions, petroleum, alcohol, and other things 
that her people must have at cheaprates. 

In short, our whole system of protection is robbery of our own 
yeople to enrich favored combinations of wealth and power at home, 
and starve, by restricting sales to this country, the laborers whose 
work depends upon the continuous running of the machinery owned 
by these pets of Congress. I would exhaust legislative power in 
earnest eflorts to compel cheap production of manufactures here and 
force the machine-owners to send their products abroad in order to 
require increased home production, and thus extend our commerce 
and carrying trade by their sale to all nations, taking in return the 
necessary materials for the production of other or like manufactures, 
so that our operatives would have continuous instead of uncertain 
employment. We might double or quadruple our various industries 
and thus furnish a home market for a much larger portion of our 
agricultural products than we can now. 

“As the first great practical step in accomplishing these ends, I would 
repeal our navigation laws so far as they prohibit the purchase of 
ships abroad by our people for the foreigh trade, hoping that the vast 
shops for repairs which must at once spring up would soon become 
yards for ship-building, as I believe with our exhaustless resources 
in iron, coal, and lumber, and the mechanical skill of our people, they 
would soon become. The truthis, we are now a corporation and com- 
bination ridden people. I do not know that the shackles can be 
broken. Disorganized militia rarely fight regulars successfully, no 
matter how just their cause or how superior the number on their side 
may be. Privilege and power working together generally succeed. 
The people will yet learn and understand that the present tariff is 
carefully adjusted to protect the American manufacturer in forcing 
American consumers to pay them on an average for everything he 
makes 45 per cent. more than it is worth, while our navigation laws 
now operate with equal power to protect the foreign ship-owner from 
American competition. Congress and the country are now agitated 
with grand projects for canals and ship-bearing railways from the 
Atlantic tothe Pacific by Panama, Tehuantepec, and Nicaragua. The 
Monroe doctrine, American protectorates, and all sorts of patriotic 
buncombe is the order of the day. If we had all these routes open— 
and I want them all—in the present condition of our commercial ma- 
rine, they would be of very little value to us as carriers on the high 
seas. England, France, and Germany would utilize them as they do 
the great Suez Canal, on which the American flag is never seen ex- 
eept on some ship belonging to the Navy. 

The first step in the right direction that I have observed is that of 
which we were advised last month by the late Secretary of the Navy 
when he notified Congress that he had taken possession of the grand 
harbors and coaling stations of Chiriqui and Golfito, on the Atlantic 
and Pacific sides of the Isthmus of Darien about equidistant between 
the proposed Panama and Nicaragua routes, in close proximity to in- 
exhaustible mines of coal. Up to this time England controls the 
world’s commerce through her coal trade perhaps more than through 
aby one agency. With a coal area less than that of either Kentucky 
or Pennsylvania, she produces and uses over 160,000,000 tons a year. 
We produce less than 60,000,000. Her population is not more than 
half what ours is, but her coal is sent to and sold at every port and 
commercial station in the world. She has her stations secured by 
treaty with every nation on the east and west coasts of South Amer- 
lca, and to-day we cannot send a steamship from our Atlantic to our 
Pacific ports unless she consents to sell us coal at her stations, as we 
have none of our own. 

Mr. President, I have pointed out some of the obstacles in our way. 
I do not pretend that free ships will remove them all. The charges 
for pilotage, for consular fees, for tonnage dues, perhaps should all 
be released, free stores should be allowed, every federal tax can be 
— off, and perhaps influence might be exerted here to induce the 
states to remove local taxation from all ships engaged in the foreign 
trade, I am not now prepared to say how. For example, Maryland is 
then’ Congress to build a ship-canal ‘connecting the Chesapeake with 
the Delaware, to avoid the tedious, difficult, and often dangerous navi- 
ce oe the Capes. It would cheapen the transportation of all 
the amare —_ preatly. It is of course costly. Suppose we furnish 
State and — +. d it on condition that Maryland shall remove all 
andall th cal taxes on foreign-going ships, and she does it. New York 

¢ other States must follow, and the producers and ship-owners 
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would be alike benefited. Other and better means may be suggested. 
The present requirements as to the discharge of sailors in foreign 
ports need amendment. They are extremely oppressive on our ship- 
owners, and measurements of tonnage should be limited to the actual 
freight-carrying capacity of the ships. Everything that the Ameri- 
can ship-builder needs to build or repair ships for the foreign trade, 
from a compound engine down to a rivet, should be absolutely free. 
If I could I would allow him to pay off the wages of his laborers in 
free clothing, blankets, and other necessaries for themselves and their 
families, so that the cost of his labor in building and repair of ships 
in his yard should be lightened. , 

My sole object is to take all steps possible at the earliest moment, 
and at the least cost, to restore our commercial marine and regain our 
share of the carrying trade of the world. I oppose the tariff taxa- 
tion and subsidy system as I would oppose building a Chinese wall 
round the borders of this Republic. Ihave no more respect for the 
obsolete navigation laws of Cromwell than I have for the laws that 
burned witches, or prosecuted men for their religious opinions, in his 
day. ‘ Old times have changed, old manners gone.” Men of different 
nationalities no longer think it necessary to destroy each other in 
order to be great. They seek to trade rather than fight, and by ex- 
change enable each to have the comforts which the varied climates, 
conditions, and talents of all can supply. Free intercourse means 
cheapness and abundance of all these things to the masses. Restric- 
tion on trade and intercourse, taxation and subsidy, all produce 
scarcity and increase cost. 

England and her dependencies buy now more than one-half of all 
we sell to the world. They are our best customers, because they art 
allowed to buy at prime cost. They are rich because their earninge 
purchase more than the same amount will elsewhere. Believing thas 
a liberal policy will make us the greatest people upon earth, I seek 
to remove all restrictions as rapidly as possible; and as we are build- 
ing.no ships for foreign trade, and have none, I trust Congress will 
allow our people to buy them as all other people do, and enter the 
contest for the business of the world once more on something like fait 
terms. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, if the Senate will indulge me I should 
like a few moments, not to reply with any elaboration to what the 
Senator from Kentucky has said but to speak very briefly on the 
various points suggested by him. I should not like to have such a 
speech as he has delivered go out from the Senate of the United States 
unanswered for a single day, and I propose, therefore, to review his 
position at least in part. I regret that Iam compelled to speak with- 
out preparation and with no data except such as I recall from memory. 

The first observation I desire to submit is that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kentucky very frankly admits, and did not even attempt 
to argue against it, that this policy looks forward to a permanent 
dependence of the United States upon England for her ships. The 
only slight attempt that the Senator made to rebut the conclusion 
was in the faint hope expressed by him that the repair shops which 
would grow up on this side of the water might develop into machine 
shops and ship-yards large enough and numerous enough to construct 
steam vessels; but throughout the entire argument of the Senator 
he went upon the presumption, which I repeat he did not even attempt 
himself to rebut, that his policy looked to a proclaimed and a pet 
manent dependence of this country upon England for a merchant 
marine. I do not believe the Senate of the United States or the Con 
gress of the United States or the people of the United States are pr: 
pared to make that declaration. 

It is a fact equally remarkable that for the past twenty-five years— 
or make it only for the past twenty years, from the beginning of the 
war to this hour, the Congress of the United States has not done one 
solitary thing to uphold the navigation interests of the United States 
Decay has been observed going on steadily from year to year. The 
great march forward of our commercial rival of old has been wit- 
nessed and everywhere recognized, and the representatives of the 
people of the United States have sat in their two houses of legislation 
as dumb as though they could not speak, and have not offered a sin- 
gle remedy or a single aid. And this has gone on until now the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky rises in his seat and proposes to make a procla- 
mation of perpetual future dependence of this country upon England 
for such commerce as she may enjoy, holding up as models to us Ger- 
many, Italy, and the other European countries that are as absolutely 
dépendent upon Great Britain for what commerce they enjoy as the 
District of Columbia is for its legislation upon the Congress of the 
United States. 

During these years, in which Congress has not stepped forward to 
do one thing for the foreign commerce of this country, for all that vast 
external transportation whose importance the Senator from Ken- 
tucky has not exaggerated but has strongly depicted, the same Con 
gress has passed ninety-two acts in aid of internal transportation b 
rail; has given 200,000,000 acres of the public lands, worth to-day : 
thousand million dollars in money, and has added $70,000,000 in cash 
and yet, I repeat, it has extended the aid of scarcely a single dollar t 
build up our foreign commerce. An energetic and able man who found 
a great ocean highway unoccupied, and had the enterprise to put 
American vessels of the best construction and great power upon it, 
has been held up to scorn and to reproach because he came to the 
American Congress and said, “If you will dp for this line what th 
Empire of Brazil will do, I will give you a great line of steamships 
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from New York to Rio Janeiro.” The Empire of Brazil had said to 
this enterprising man, ‘‘ We will pay you a hundred thousand dollars 
a year if you will run this line ;” and New England Senators, I regret 
to say, who represent the protective system in this country, said with 
a quiet complacency, “If Brazil is willing to pay for that, we need 
not:” Brazil has got tired paying all and we paying none. Just as 
soon as it was found that we would not pay, a combination of Eng- 
lish ship-builders said, “ We will put on our ships and run that Amer- 
ican line off; we will carry the coffee of Brazil to the United States 
for nothing; we will break down this attempt of the United States 
to begin a race upon the ocean;” and they have pretty nearly suc- 
ceeded, while we have looked on with apparent unconcern, and by 
our indifference favoring the efforts of the English line. 

Yet during the whole of Great Britain’s mastery of the sea, when 
she had been seeking every line that could be found on which a 
steamer could float, she has never put on lines to carry from an Amer- 
ican port to any foreign ports, but only toher own. You cannot get 
a British and South American steamship line except on the triangular 
system that will go from New York to Liverpool taking breadstufis 
or cotton, from Liverpool to Rio Janeiro taking British fabrics, from 
Rio Janeiro te New York bringing coffee and dye-woods; but when 
the propasition is made that they shall go back from New York to 
Rio, they decline because they do not want to interfere with the 

rosperity of England at home by furnishing transportation to any 
int for American fabrics in competition with British fabrics. The 
result is that if this Brazilian line shall be taken off, as in all proba- 
bility it will if the United States extends no aid, then the letters of 
the United States, of the merchants of New York and Philadelphia 
ind Baltimore and Boston, will be conveyed to Rio Janeiro via Liver- 
pool and reach that point over two great lines of British steam- 
ships. 

Mr. President, the frank admission of the honorable Senator from 
<entucky took away a large part of the argument which I thought 
I should have to make, and that was to prove that if the United 
States te-day is incompetent to compete with Great Britain in the 
nanufacture of iron ships, and if you admit iron ships from Great 
sritain absolutely free of duty, you will be still more incompetent 
‘o do it next year. It takes, in the language of the trade, what is 
called a great “plant” to build steamships; it takes a large invest- 
ment of money; it takes large and powerful machinery ; it requires 
the investment of millions to start with; and if in addition to all 
that has been done abroad to build up English ship-yards we pour 
into them all the patronage that can come from this country, I should 


like the honorable Senator from Kentucky or any other Senator to | 
| he going to retain among this people and in this people the very r- 


tell me exactly at what point of time it will come to pass that any 
feeble effort on this side will begin to compete with those great yards. 
If you abandon it this year because you are unable, you will be far 
more unable next year, you will be still less able the year ensuing, 


and every year will add to the monopoly of British power in thatre- | 


spect and to the absolute weakness and prostration of American 
power in competition. But I will say that the frank admission of the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky of the future and perpetual de- 
pendence upon England removes the necessity of arguing that point. 
He frankly admits it with all its damaging force. 

Mr. President, fas est ab hoste doceri; it is always lawful to be 
taught by anenemy. Great Britain has been our great commercial 
rival, and since the first Cunard steamship came into Boston, just 
about forty years ago, when Great Britain seeing that steam was to 
play so great and commanding a part in the navigation of the world 
tirst made her venture, from that time down to the close of 1878, she 
had paid from her treasury to aid great steamship lines all over the 
world a sum exceeding forty million pounds sterling, more than two 
hundred millions of American dollars. I know it is a favorite argu- 
ment with those who occupy the position of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky that Great Britain started upon this plan and followed 
t for along period of years, and afterward abandoned it. Sir, she 
has never abandoned it. She has only abandoned its extension to 
those lines that were strong enough to go alone, and the British post- 
office report for the year 1579 shows that under the despised and ridi- 
culed head of postal aid, to which the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky was pleased to refer with such sneers, Great Britain paid last 
year £783,000, well-nigh four million dollars in coin. 

France gets her steamships from England. France has adopted 
the commercial policy which the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
thinks would be the revival of the American shipping interest; but 
loes France by the mere fact of getting her ships built at Birkenhead 

r on the Clyde abandon the plan, which has been for thirty years in 

peration under her government, of aiding her ships? Why, sir, last 
year France paid 23,000,000 francs—more than four and a half million 
collars—to aid her steamship lines. And when the celebrated line of 
France, the company known as Messageries Imperiale, competed too 
sharply in the Mediterranean waters after the opening of the Suez 
Canal, when that great French company competed with the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company of England and was likely to endanger its su- 
premacy by a sharp rivalry, Great Britain promptly stepped forward 
and added £100,000 to the Peninsular and Oriental subsidy. That is 
‘he way Great Britain has abandoned the idea of aiding her great 
commercial interests ! 

Italy, that is hemmed in upon a lake, with a territory that does not 
touch either of the great oceans, isrunning up largely in steam-navi- 
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| the Government of the United Statesis behind them. Let tl 


gation; Italy last year paid 2,000,000 francs; and even Austria 
enjoys but a single seaport on the upper end of the Adriatic, p; 

$500,000 toward stimulating commercial ventures from Trieste. ’ ys 
the United States cannot succeed in this great international strugei 
without adopting exactly the same mode that has achieved victory fo. 
France. Whatisit? It is not tohelp A B or C DorE For aoe ae 
else’ by name, neither Mr. John Roach, nor Mr. John Doe nor Mr Ric 
ard Roe, but to make a great and comprehensive policy that shall a 
to every company a pledge of aid from the Government of so mach oe 


mile for such aterm of years. Let the American merchants feel that 
; ‘ aoe os 1e United 
States take from her Treasury per annum the $4,000,000 that Gree? 

a 


that 


| Britain is paying as a postscript to her $200,000,000 of investment : 


let the United States but take $4,000,000 per annum—and that js not 
a great sum for this opulent country—let that be used as a fund to 
stimulate any company from any port of the United States to an. 
foreign port, and, without being a prophet or the son of one, I yer. 
ture to predict that you will see that long deferred, much desire, 
event, the revival of the American merchant marine. 7, 

Let us do one thing more where England has pointed the way fo; 
us. We have nine navy-yards without a navy. If we will put the 
expense of those navy-yards into the building up of great private ship. 
yards, it will form subsidy enough if that hated word shall not offend 
the delicate ears of my friend from Kentucky ; it will afford aid 
enough, if that be more to his taste; it will give help enough, in cop. 
junction with the saving on the construction of naval vessels, to {lost 
an entire scheme for the revival of American navigation. : 

We not only withhold our hands from any possible aid to the Amer. 
ican merchant marine, but we keep up the shadow of a shell of a nayy 
on the most expensive basis that ever a navy was attempted to be 
organized in the world. Great Britain I believe never had but three 


| navy-yards. We support nine. Great Britain’s navy is really fifteen 


times as large as ours is nominally. 

Mr. President, we have the largest ocean frontage of any country 
on the globe. We frontall continents; we border the two great seas 
and the greatest of gulfs. Weare necessarily by our position in need 
of a navy. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky has apparently given this 
subject wide and deep attention, and [should be glad in some subse- 
quent effort of his to be informed, after he has brought this country 
to a state of absolute dependence for our mercantile marine upon 
Great Britain, how he proposes to uphold our navy, how he proposes 
to build the vessels, where he is going to get his ship-carpenters? I 
do not speak of the sailors ; you can get them from outside. How is 


dimentary art of ship-building for large ocean-going steamers when 
his policy absolutely forbids the remotest prospect of any vessels 
being built here? 

I do not expect this Congress to do anything; I am not talking 
with the slightest hope that that will come about. I know it will 
come some time. I know the scheme of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, even if Congress should adopt it, would disappoint every- 
body. It would disappoint everybody except the English ship- 
builder; it would not disappoint him. Yet I venture to say it would 
not be followed at all as the honorable Senator says by Americans 
largely investing in British ships; and the reason why I say that is 
because they can do it to-day without the aid of new law, and yei 
they donot. The Williams and Gnion line, half American, half British, 
opens just as good an investment, if you are looking at it merely from 
the money side, as though they were an American registry. The 
honorable Senator from Kentucky himself has told us that the Phil- 
adelphia line is now running one-half British-built vessels. Why 
not all? Hesaysthat money isnot sentimental. J agree to it; andif 
the object of going into navigation is altogether apart from any con- 
siderations of national flag or national defense, if that be the sole ent 
and aim, then I remind the honorable Senator from Kentucky that 
any man who has a thousand or a million dollars to invest can freely 
invest it in a British bottom, and he would escape much taxation 
that he would find if he registered in New York or in Boston ; and he 
could in many ways perhaps expedite the gathering of profit unto 
himself by keeping a British register rather than by accepting one 
from America. 

It opens no possible temptation to 2 man desiring to invest In nav 
gation to say to him, ‘‘ you may go abroad, to England, and bay 
vessel and bring her to New York and we will allow you to register 
there at the custom-house, and you may float the American tlag. 
“No, I thank you,” the shrewd invester replies. “If I do that lam 
going to have more taxation than I shall have in Liverpool or Bristo!. 
I prefer to keep the registry over there,” just as the Williams « 
Guion line does. There are gentlemen in New York deriving divi: 
dends from that line just as there are gentlemen in Philadelphia = 
riving dividends from the line there that is partly made up of British 
vessels. The very moment you disconnect the entire idea of 4 na} 
tione] marine and the building of it here, the very moment you oe a 
down on the simple basis of dollars and cents, regardless of anything 
American in it, then there is no temptation whatever, and you “ “ 
no extra inducement by saying that the vessel may be registered her, 
not the slightest in the world, and it would not be done. When 2 
Senator from Kentucky holds up the brilliant prospect that the _ 
shops might be the germ and the seed of a future marine, he in e#ec! 
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tention abandons all idea of building ships on this side of 
ater, And I make bold to tell him that in five years there would 
) an utter abandonment, not only of investment from this side 
hut of building from this side, that the American marine would have 
al to be; “the house of Braganza would have ceased to govern,” 
as Napoleon said when he marched into Portugal. ; 
" This subject, Mr. President, never can be considered intelligently ; 
+ yever can be decided, as ultimately it must be, without taking into 
aeount at the same time the naval establishment of the United 
States and the mercantile marine of the United States. The naval 
establishment must be the outgrowth of the eee a 
:+ always has been, just as it always will be, and where you have 
a a ae marine out of which to grow it, you never will have, 
and no nation ever has had a naval establishment worthy of the name. 
‘4g recently as the beginning of the late war the maritime States of 
+his Union were able to offer in that great struggle seven thousand 
ompetent officers of the various grades of the volunteer navy, and 
nut on the decks of the blockading fleet seventy thousand American 
sailors. Now the Senator from Kentucky, and I think justly, said that 
: great deal had been made or attempted to be made out of a few 
vessels having been taken by blockade-runners and destroyed, and 
thers frightened into registry abroad, and that many were dating 
the downfall of the American mercantile marine from that cause, 
which was one cause, but I quite agree with him that it was not the 
largest cause, and that it was not by any means the principal cause. 
[ quite agree with him that it was coincident merely. _ 

But another thing happened just about that time of which the com- 
mercial world at least has taken great heed. Up to that date steam- 
vessels had not been good or great freighters. The side-wheel steame- 
that did business between this country and Europe was not a great 
carrving vessel; she required too much coal; her engine took up too 
much space; but right in the midst of our war, by a succession of in- 
ventions—partly American and partly British—there was a complete 
revolution effected in ocean-going steamers, and that revolution, as I 
have had occasion once before on the floor of the Senate to call atten- 
tion to,can best be described by stating this formula: that prior to that 
latea vessel of 3,000 tons on a voyage of given length had to make2,200 
tons allowance for coal and machinery, and only 800 tons for freight, 
while now it is precisely reversed, and they can take 800 tons only 
for coal and machinery and 2,200 tons for freight. That is the revo- 
ution which Great Britain effected, with the numerous advantages 

coincident with, and therefore oftentimes confused with, that other 
ause which prostrated us by reason of the war. But the Senator 
from Kentucky is correct in stating that the destruction of the vessels, 
large as it was at the time and grievous as the calamity was to indi- 
luals and to the country, was not the great principal cause which 
rought about the revolution from sailing-vessels to the steam marine. 
[he carrying capacity of an ocean-going steamer is something very 
rprising tomen who have not examined it. The very first steamer 
the Roach line, so called—and they are by no means as large steam- 
ersas those of the Cunard and White Star lines between Liverpool 
and New York—on the very first steamer that went out from New York 

Rio, besides an assorted cargo, which in a manifest would seem to 
be more than could be got into the hold of the vessel, there were 
rolled into that hold twenty thousand barrels of flour. It seems 
almost incredible when you think what that would take in the way 
oi railroad freight trains. That would be two hundred car-loads at 
one hundred barrels to the car, and that was run directly into the 
hold of that vessel. That is where these vessels have gained so enor- 
mously in the carrying trade. It is merely by their huge, prodigious 
capacity for freight. 

lt is idle to fight against the inventions of the world; it is idle for 
us to fold our arms and suppose that wooden vessels are to maintain 
anything like the importance they have hitherto had in the com- 
merce of the world. I think I understand something of that subject. 
1 have the honor to be from the State that has built more wooden 
vessels than all the rest of this Union beside, I believe. Within thirty 
ues of my own residence is a town of only ten thousand people there 
's the largest, wooden ship building place on the globe to-day. I 
show some little of that subject ; and while the days of wooden ships 

“y no means over, while they will be a great and needful auxil- 
y in the commerce of the world, yet it is manifest and is proven 
tthe great highways of international commerce, such as the North 
antic, the W est India seas, the route from San Francisco to Asia, 
Pe San Francisco to Melbourne, and in various and sundry 
aud civers other directions, will be occupied, and occupied almost to 
<. wciusion Of sailing-vessels, by the ocean steamers. The United 
“ates can take a great part in that race; they can take a great part 
be hia whenever they make up their mind that the instrumentality 
a hich England conquered is the one which we must use; they can 
ae henever they make up their minds that a mercantile marine 
‘nd a naval establishment must grow and go together hand in hand, 
rapainases the Congress of the United States is derelict in its duty if 
in ame fen wane appropriation bill without accompanying it 
to the upbuil Mr h some wise and forecasting provision looking also 

; los es . ing of the American merchant marine. : 
regard to th honorable Senator from Kentucky was pleased to say in 
© Saat © protective system and its horrible crimes I have no time 

uswer. The unfortunate venture which was made in the late 
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én on that subject had its origin in Kentucky ; and if the hon- 
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orable Senator is putting this as an element to gloss over the remark- 
able blunder that somehow or other crept into the Cincinnati plat- 
form through the agency of a brilliant Kentuckian I have no special 
desire to reply to him. I concede to him, as I think he will concede 
to me, that politically it was a blunder, and all the efforts of the dis- 
tinguished gentleman who ran as the candidate of the democratic 
party to get back onto the protection platform only ended in making 
that which was before serious end in a half farce. 

Mr. President, I say to the upholders of protection that those who 
are interested—and the election showed that the overwhelming pub 
lic opinion of this country is interested in keeping up American man 
ufactures against foreign manufactures—I say to them that cannot 
be permanently done without building up the commercial marine of 
thiscountry. Andif any of the gibes and taunts that the Senator from 
Kentucky so freely distributed to the manufacturing interests of the 
country shall come to the notice of and shall wake up the men in 
New England and elsewhere who are enjoying the benefits of a pro- 
tective tariff to the necessity of extending the strong arm of the same 
Government for the upholding of its commercial marine, then those 
gibes and taunts will not have been addressed in vain, and I for one 
shall thank the honorable Senator from Kentucky for that portion of 
his masterly speech. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to occupy a moment or two, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to say that Iam glad the presentation I have made of what I 
thought was best for the country in regard to our commercial marine 
has called forth the premier of the next administration, and I am 
glad as well that the two systems are so distinctly indicated in the 
views presented by each of us. 

He has not denied, because he knows it is true, that we have little 
or no foreign carrying trade now; that it has dwindled since tho 
war from about 30 per cent. then to less than 17 per cent. now; 
from 75 per cent. in 1860 to less than 17 now. He does not deny the 
existence of the fact that we are paying to foreign nations $120,000,000 
a year to do our work, which goes to build them up because they are 
doing for us that which we ought to do, and by doing it we would 
have this money to be spent at home; nor does he deny the fact that 
we have by treaty and by law given to Belgium, Germany, Norway, 
Sweden, England, and France the right to carry our goods from our 
ports and bring their goods to our ports in cheap foreign-built ships, 
and have thus handicapped our own people so that we cannot do it 
at all. 

He does not deny that the American sailor is now almost unknown 
upon the sea and that the sixty or seventy thousand sailors we had at 
the beginning of the war, all of whom we could call into the service 
of the country, have been transferred to England and other nations, 
and that we have no means of defense to-day either upon our Pacific 
or Atlantic or Gulf coast or to protect our great seaboard cities; and he 
admits that we are furnishing the money to England with which she 
is paying her eighty or one hundred thousand sailors while we are 
lying prostrate at her feet. Nor does he deny the fact that in the 
event of a foreign war or war among foreign nations themselves we 
should suffer more than any of them by the destruction or detention 
of our commerce. But his remedy for all these evils is further taxa- 
tion upon the people. Will he tell us on what he will impose more 
taxes in order to raise the subsidy money? He cannot by increasing 
the tariff raise it, and he will not consent to reduce it. He cannot im- 
pose it upon any article of internal revenue that I know of without 
also reducing the receipts. 

Mr. President, subsidies mean taxation and nothing else. I! 
pose that we shall lighten burdens ; that we shall take off restrictions ; 
that we shall reduce the taxes imposed upon our own laboring peo- 
ple; that we shall endeavor to encourage our manufacturers to send 
their products to all the nations of the earth, instead of remaining 
here and loading our workingmen down as they do now; that we 
shall allow our own people to do what we allow Germany, Norway, 
England, Sweden, and France to do, and thus trade on equal terms 
and keep our own money at home. 

I have never said one word against Mr. Roach; he is an enterpris- 
ing citizen; but I deny the policy of subsidizing Mr. Roach’s line or 
any other man’s line of ships so as to drive out of the trade to Rio 
thirty vessels trading from Baltimore, for the meaning of the subsidy 
to him is to drive out every one of those Baltimore ships, justi as it 
would be upon any stage-line where the Government furnished money 
to pay all the expenses of a favored set td run off the other stage- 
lines. Of course the moment those lines were run off the favored one 
could charge what it pleased when it obtained the monopoly. That 
is not my idea of the best mode of extending commerce or trade any- 
where. 

Nor do I propose to interfere with the coastwise trade of the coun- 
try, which is to-day 60 per cent. of all we have, and is a monopoly 
absolute, so much so that the ship-builders and ship-owners of Maine 
and elsewhere, all along our coasts on the Atlantic, the Pacific, and 
the Gulf, can charge our own people what they please without inter- 
ference so far as foreign nations are concerned. I am content tha: 
they may have it, and 60 per cent. of all we have in the shipping 
business seems to me to be monopoly enough; even that is all wrong 
on principle. 

But I do insist that without additional taxation; when the object 
can be accomplished by the removal simply of existing burdens, so 
as to enable our own people to run ships built abroad but owned by 


pro- 





oes 


PSK TES 


x EES 


PGRN NS ETERS, 


PSS XD I AE eT 


964 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JANUARY 97. 


ee ee ee a 


citizens of the United States, commanded by citizens of the United 
States, officered by citizens of the United States, we ought thus to 
build up again our once great commercial marine and have again our 
sixty or seventy thousand sailors that we could call to the defense 
of the country if any foreign nation ventures to insult us. 

I do not proposerto answer now any of the political suggestions of 
the Senator from Maine. I approved the plank, as I always have 
done, of a tariff for revenue. Mr. Watterson was right; it is true, 
honest, democratic doctrine. In 1876, when the convention met at 
Saint Louis, there was a plank in the democratic platform stronger 
and more earnest than that inserted at Cincinnati in 1880, and we 
carried the country on it, although we were cheated out of the Pres- 
idency. On the question even now, with all the money that could be 
drawn from the subsidized corporations of the country, whether the 
Bessemer steel corporations, the national banks, or any other monop- 
oly, the record shows that our candidate, General Hancock, obtained 
4,444,313 votes as against 4,437,921 for General Garfield, being a ma- 
jority of the popular vote for Hancock over Gartield of 6,332, so that 
the popular condemnation was not against us as the Senator alleges. 
And I believe to-day that whenever the people of this country under- 
stand that the party question is between liberalizing trade and ex- 
tending commerce on one side and narrowing it down and subsidizing 
a few men at the expense of all the balance of the people on the other, 
the majority on our side will become still greater, and the men who 
are seeking to take money out of the Treasury to put it into the pock- 
ets of a few will not find themselves as strong as they think they 
are. But I will debate these questions hereafter, when the matter is 
more fully before the Senate. [only repeat now that I hope the coun- 
try will look at the presentation that I have made and at the counter- 
proposition made by the Senator from Maine, and I have no fear of 
the result. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky has dwelt 
at considerable length upon the monopoly of the coasting trade which 
is enjoyed by the United States. He ought to know, and certainly 
does know, that the United States has been industriously engaged 
for the last twenty-five years in breaking down the coasting trade. 
When the United States paid $70,000,000 in constructing a railway 
across the continent, they took the largest half of the profit of the 
coasting trade of this country, and the railways that have gone along 
the coast and up and down in various directions have reduced the 
coasting trade of this country to a minimum as compared with what 
it was twenty-five or thirty yearsago. Sothe great nest of commerce 
which the honorable Senator thinks he leaves in the monopoly of the 
coasting trade, I desire to inform him, has been removed by the rail- 
way system which the Government of the United States has built up 
with a subsidy ten times as large as that which is now required for 
the revival of external and foreign commerce, 

When the honorable Senator from Kentucky desires the steamships 
that are to do the traffic of this country to be built abroad, he forgets 
to tell in the interest of the laboring man what is a well known, 
widely recognized fact, that if you build a ship worth $500,000, there 
is only $5,000 of raw material in it, and that $495,000 is labor. So 
that the Senator from Kentucky proposes legislation that will take 
this enormous employment of labor to the other side of the ocean, and 
expend it in foreign countries. He forgets also that every steamship 
floating from the country that builds her, in whose ship-yards she is 
repaired, employs as large a number of men on shore as she does at 
sea. All this labor the honorable Senator proposes to employ on the 
other side of the ocean. As a plan for adding to the commercial im- 
portance and the absolute monopoly of the British marine, the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky may be trusted to have suggested the 
most wise and certain cause by which that even could be brought 
about. 

The honorable Senator, in the early part of his remarks, said that 
out in Kentucky, where they raise and run horses, a man would be 
considered an idiot to put one hundred and fifty pounds on the back 
of a race-horse against one that was running with only one hundred 
and ten. Oh, the Senator from Kentucky does not propose to do that 
at all. He simply proposes to withdraw the American horse from the 
race, [ Laughter. } 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I do not propose to occupy the time 
of the Senate to any great length, but Iam unwilling that the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, as a member of the Finance Committee, should 
present his views and leave the country to suppose that all the Com- 
mittee on Finance entertained no other notions than those presented 
by him. I think the people of the Atlantic coast, the ship-builders, 
will be as much surprised at obtaining information from Kentucky 
as to ship-building as the Senator from Kansas yesterday was at 
obtaining information from the East in relation to the Indians. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky proposes a bill here for 
the introduction of free ships. I do not regard that at present as a 
practical question. If it shall ever come up as a practical question 
= in the Senate, I shall hope to take some part in the debate ; but 
I suppose that we should have no more right to introduce a tariff 
bill in the Senate for free ships than for any other article, or than 
we would have to introduce a bill for the introduction of mail cars 
for the carrying of our mails upon our railroads, or the introduction 
of wagons for the carrying of mails. 

I desire to state that the Committee on Finance received a large 
delegation in relation to this subject, and if I can sift evidence in 


what the witnesses gave as facts and opinions, I must say +ha..: 
evidence was overwhelmingly against the idea of having ice ae 
They almost with one voice declared that they could not ie ra 
under the present existing laws if they were to be admitted — 

I agree cordially with the Senator from Kentucky in relatio: 
the amendment of our laws so as to give some aid and fayo to + 
ship-going interests; for instance, in relation to the measuren a 
aship. At the present time we measure everything s0 as to ino! 
the quarters of the men, the hold for coal, the space for mach; 
and it all has to pay tonnage duties, whereas for foreign ships 4 
is only included the actual space for freight. 

But I am also in favor of allowing these ships to have free 
and also that they shall not be compelled to pay pilotage whey th. 
do not require it. Iam also in favor of allowing the owners)», ,. 
vessels to be held in such a way that one man with a fractional «ho 
in a ship shall not be held for the debt of the whole, but on}y +, 4, 
extent of his interest in the ship. 

gut I take it that the great obstacle at the present time agains, 
foreign trade is the local taxation. Ships are held to be perso: 
property, and at New York and various other places they are ey 
ively taxed, so that when they are engaged in foreign trade the 
unable to compete with foreign ships, which come and go free 
taxes. 

Great Britain, to be sure, repealed her navigation laws in 134 
she had begun the system of subsidies as early as 1841, and ¢) 
continuing them down to this day, paying now almost four mi! 
per annum for subsidies. She has thus monopolized the trade, |] 
ships are on the ocean, and whether they earn much or little t 
will continue to run; and unless we can give some aid that shal! | 
substantial in its nature it appears to be utterly impossible that ; 
can restore our carrying trade. 

I believe nearly all the ship-owners in the couniry, on the lak 
and on the Atlantic coast, have been represented in various cony: 
tions, at Cleveland, at Norfolk, at New York, and at Boston: and th 
almost unanimously condemn the idea of free ships, and have pass 
resolutions against them. Under such circumstances I think th 
the owners and builders of ships upon the lakes and upon the A 
lantic sea-coast are better entitled to have their opinion heeded th 
even that of the Senator from Kentucky. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND in the chair.) 1 
resolution will lie on the table subject to the call of the Senator fy 
Kentucky. 


emer ae 
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PUBLIC GROUNDS IN CHICAGO. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iask leave at this time to present the views « 
the minority of the Judiciary Committee on the bill (S. No, 193: 
confirm to the city of Chicago the title to certain public grounds, 1 
ported yesterday by my honorable friend from Illinois, [ Mr. Davis 

The views of the minority were ordered to lie on the table and! 
printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. T. F. Kn 
one of its clerks, announced that the House had passed a bil! (H.! 
No. 6527) to grant to the corporate authorities of the city of Cow 
Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, for public uses, a certain lake kn 
Carr Lake, situated near said city, in which it requested the co: 
rence of the Senate. 

LANDS IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will lay before t 
ate the unfinished business, which is the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide 
for the allotment of lands in severalty to Indians on the various! 
ervations, and to extend the protection of the laws of the States 
Territories over the Indians, and for other purposes. It is before the 
Senate as in Committee on the Whole, and the pending questior 
on the amendment of the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB.) | 

Mr. WINDOM. I ask that the regular order may be informally lat 
aside for the purpose of taking up the naval appropriation Dill. 

Mr. COKE. In view of the fact that there is a regular appropria 
tion bill before the Senateready to be acted upon, I will consent tha 
the unfinished business may be informally laid aside. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there is no objection, the regu. 
order will be laid aside without prejudice for the purpose indicate 
by the Senator from Minnesota. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to considt! 
the bill (H. R. No. 6969) making appropriations for the naval ser' 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes. 

Mr. WINDOM. Before the Secretary proceeds to read the bi.’ 
will make a very brief statement in regard to it. The amount i! 
estimates for 1882 is $15,022,331.01. The amount appropriated by ™ 
act for 1881 is $14,405,787.70. The amount appropriated by ts} 
as it passed the House is $14,461,037.55. The net amount adde A OY 
the Senate Committee on Appropriations is $259,750. Phe t > 
the bill as reported to the Senate is $14,720,787.55. The =e s 
ported is therefore less than the estimate by $301,543.46, and 1 ” 
ceeds the amount appropriated by the act for 151, the current ) 
by $314,989.85. Bs 

The additions made by the Senate Committee on Appropriation. 
the bill as it passed the House are as follows: increase [or Hydn 
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rapbic 
oe + expenses Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, $5,000; for con- 
nt sian and repair of vessels, $100,000 ; and for repairs and preserva- 
en of steam machinery, $100,000. ' 
~ The total increase 18 $260,000, trom which there is a reduction of 
) These additions will be explained, if desired, as the reading 
the bill progresses ; and I ask that the amendments, which are not 
»yerous, may be acted upon as they are reached in order during the 
reading OI the bill. ; ; 
~The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the bill reg- 
larly, and the amendments will be acted upon as they are reached. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. The first amendment re- 
varted by the Committee on Appropriations was, in line 52, after the 
‘ord “interest,” to insert ‘‘ transportation of funds;” so as to read: 


I 









rd °* 
or two secretaries, one to the Admiral and one to the Vice-Admiral, clerks to 
“tpavimasters, paymasters of vessels, clerks at inspections, navy yards, and 
nd extra pay to men enlisted under honorable discharge ; commission 
nterest; transportation of funds, exchange and mileage, and for the ayment 
iy such officers as may be in service, either upon the active or retired list, dur- 




















; she vear ending June 30, 1882, in excess of the numbers for each class provided 
this act, and for any increase of pay arising from different duty, as the needs 
e service may require, $486,725. 
rhe amendment was agreed to. 
r en amendment was, in line 135, under the head of “ Bureau 
of Navigation,” to increase the appropriation “for drawing, engrav- 


) 


+ yurchase of chart paper, and printing and photolithographing 
rts, correcting old plates, preparing and publishing sailing direc- 
tions, and other hydrographic information,” from $40,000 to 345,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of “ Bureau of Equipment 
and Recruiting,” in line 212, to increase the appropriation“ for equip- 
ment of vessels: for coal for steamers and ships’ use, including expenses 

transportation; storage and handling; hemp, wire, and other mate- 
the manufacture of rope; hides, cordage, canvas, leather ; 
ron for manufacture of cables, anchors, galleys, and chains; furni- 

wood, hose, bake-ovens, and cooking-stoves; boat-detaching 
; life-rafts for monitors; heating apparatus for receiving- 
d for the payment of labor in equiping vessels and manu- 
re of equipment articles in the several navy-yards,” from $300,000 
) so0.000, : ; 
The amendment was agreed to, 
The next amendment was, in line 225, to increase the appropriation 
for contingent expenses ot the Bureau of Equipment and Recruit- 
ny, namely: for expensesof recruiting and fitting up receiving-ships; 
extra expenses of training-ships; freight and transportation of equip- 
ment stores; transportation of enlisted men and boys; printing, adver- 
tising, telegraphing ; books and models; stationery ; express charges; 
nternal alterations, fixtures, and appliances in equipment-buildings 

t the several navy-yards; foreign postage; car-tickets, ferriage, ice ; 
apprehension of deserters ; assistance to vessels in distress ; continu- 
ous-service certificates and good-conduct badges for enlisted men, in- 
cluding purchase of school-books for training-ships and extra medals 
for boys,” from $55,000 to $60,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of “ Bureau of Construe- 
tion and Repair,” in line 325, to increase the appropriation “ for preser- 
vation of vessels on the stocks and in ordinary; purchase of materials 
and stores of all kinds; labor in navy-yards and on foreign stations; 
preservation of materials; purchase of tools; wear, tear, and repair 
of vessels afloat, and for general care and protection of the Navy in 
the line of construction and repair; and incidental expenses, namely, 
advertising and foreign postage,” from $1,500,000 to $1,600,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. | 
_ The Secretary read the following proviso from line 326 to line 329 
inclusive: 



















' 


That $150,000 of this amount shall be immediately available for the purpose of 
converting the ships Brooklyn and Lancaster into flag-ships. : 

Mr. WINDOM. At that point I should like to submit an amend- 
ment. I move to insert the words “repairing and,” so as to read 
“tor the purpose of repairing and converting.” I think the mere 
expense of converting them into flag-ships ought not to cost very 
much money; but it is for repairing and converting into flag-ships. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Secretary continued the reading of the bill. The next amend- 
ment of the Committee on Appropriations was, under the head of 
“ Burean of Steam Engineering,” in line 340, to increase the appro- 
priation “for repairs and preservation of machinery and boilers in 
vessels on the stocks and in ordinary; purchase and preservation of 
ali materials and stores: and patent rights, purchase, fitting, and 
repair of machinery and tools in the navy-yards and stations; wear, 
tear, and repair of machinery and boilers of naval vessels; incidental 
expenses, such as foreign postages, telegrams, advertising, freight, 
photographing, books, and instruments,” from $200,000 to $900,000, 

‘he amendment was agreed to. 


he ne 7 5 . « 
eae hext amendment was, after the word “ dollars,” in line 341, to 


ver reemed, That $75,000 of this amount shall be immediately available for the 
"pose of converting the ships Brooklyn and Lancaster into flag-ships. 
ue 


as 


t. WINDOM. Idesire to move the same amendment in that pro- 


Office, $5,000; for equipment of vessels, $50,000 ; for contin- | viso. 


sta 


Before the word “ converting,’ in line 343, I move to insert 
“repairing and,” so as to read “repairing and vonverting.”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

The Secretary continued the reading of the bill. The next amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Appropriations was, under the 
head of ‘‘ Marine Corps,” in line 507, after “ California,” to strike out 
“and for two private horses for commanding officer at the same place, 
seven hundred and fifty,” and insert “five hundred ;” so as to make 
the clause read: 

For forage for three public horses, one for messenger to commandant and staff, 
Washington, District of Columbia, and two for general use at marine barracks, 
Mare Island, California, $500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was concluded. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Ioffer as an amendment to this bill the follow- 
ing section, and I will state that it is in the language of a bill which 
I introduced in the Senate and had referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and it meets with their approval: 

Sec. 2. That sections 1418, 1419, and 1420 of the Revised Statutes relating to en 
listments of marines in the naval service be, and hereby are, amended by striking 
out the word “ sixteen "’ and inserting in its stead the word “ fourteen. ”’ 

Mr. WINDOM. I have no objection to this amendment. 
stand it is approved by the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator state what it 
means ? 

Mr. WINDOM. It simply means to admit boys to the training- 
school at fourteen instead of sixteen years of age, which I understand 
is approved by the Naval Committee. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. With the approval of their parents. 

Mr. WINDOM. I have no objection to it if the Naval Committee 
thinks it isimportant. Of course it is subject to the rule and can 
only be admitted by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DAVIS, cf West Virginia. If the Senator from Minnesota has 
examined it and believes it to be right I have no objection, but from 
the reading of the amendment I could not say whether it was proper 
or not. I take it, though, as it comes from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs and the Senator who has charge of the bill has examined it 
and approves it, it is right, though I do not know anything about it 
myself. 

Mr. WINDOM. Itdoes not requiremuchexamination. Itisa mere 
question as to whether the boys should be admitted at fourteen or 
sixteen. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It is a mere question whether a boy 
shall enter the marine service at fourteen, instead of sixteen as the 
law now stands. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. The naval service. 

Mr. WINDOM. Thatis all there isin it. It is subject to the rule 
if any one chooses to raise the point ; but Ido not feel like raising the 
point of order. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

INTEREST ON THREE-SIXTY-FIVE LOAN. 

Mr. ALLISON. I now ask to call up the deficiency bill relating to 
the interest on the 3.65 bonds of the District of Columbia, reported 
this morning. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 7029) to provide for a defi- 
ciency in the appropriation for interest on the 3.65 loan of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1881, and for 
other purposes. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 6527) to grant to the corporate authorities of 
the city of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, for public uses a cer- 
tain lake known as Carr Lake, situated near said city, was read twice 
by its title and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

HOTEL AT FORTRESS MONROE. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. LI ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration 
of the bill (S. No..1843) to authorize the Secretary of War to grant 
the use of certain land at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, for the erection 
of a hotel. I am sure there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Is it the purpose of the Senator to ask the imme- 
diate consideration of this bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I shall object to its consideration at the present 
time. I want to make some inquiries in reference to it. a 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I can answer any inquiries now if the Senator 
wants to make them. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I want to examine the matter before I give my 
consent to the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire object to the present consideration of the bill ? 

Mr. ROLLINS. Yes, sir. 


I under- 


or 
5 


That is the motion. 
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CHANGE OF NAME OF A BANK. 

Mr. PLATT. I ask the Senate to take up for consideration Senate 
bill No. 1905, which is a bill changing the name of a national bank 
in the city where I reside. It will only take the time required to 
read it, I presume. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 1905) changing the name of the 
First National Bank of West Meriden, in the county of New Haven, 
and State of Connecticut. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
STEAMSHIP DESSOUG. 

Mr. KERNAN. I ask the consent of the Senate to take up the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 143) authorizing the inspection and issue 


of an American register to the Egyptian steamship Dessoug. It is | 


only te change the name of the ship, owned by Americans, which 
brought over the obelisk. I think, if Senators will hear the joint 
resolution read, there will be no objection to it. It was reported, I 
believe unanimously, by the Committee on Commerce. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. R. No. 143) authorizing 
the inspection and issue of an American register to the Egyptian 
steamship Dessoug. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


time, and passed. 


FORT LEAVENWORTH MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill (S. No. 150) to provide for the sale of certain portions of the 
Fort Leavenworth military reservation. 

$y unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to authorize the Secretary 
of War to sell to the Kansas Central Railway Company (a corporation 
created under the laws of the State of Kansas) all that portion of 
the Fort Leavenworth military reservation which lies east of the 
wagon-road between Leavenworth City and Fort Leavenworth and 
south of Corral Creek, and also a tract lying north of Corral Creek 
and east of the Government corrals, being a piece of land extending 
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1,250 feet north from Corral Creek and 1,500 feet east from the Gov- | 


ernment corrals, and containing, in all, about one hundred and thirty- 
four acres. : 
Mr. ALLISON. 
that this land is to be sold to a particular railroad company ? 
Mr. PLUMB. In 1363 Congress granted a right of way to such 
railroad companies as might build through the reservation. There 
are two railroads: 


JANUARY 27 





a 
By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 2096) to authorize the hole, 
tion and maintenance of a railway bridge across the Niagara Rive 
. ' ' 
Mr. CONKLING. The committee report an amendment. a; a ae 
tional section reserving the power of Congress to control the att ~ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 
The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to add: ; 


Construe- 


Si That the right to alter or amend this act so as to prevent or r y 
material obstructions to the navigation of the said river by the constructio, ao 
said bridge, is hereby expressly reserved Ss 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the ameng 
ment was concurred in. z 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 


third time, and passed. 
HOTEL AT FORTRESS MONROE. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideratio; 
of the bill (S. No. 1843) to authorize the Secretary of War to grant 
the use of certain land at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, for the ereetion 
of a hotel. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
to just now? 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Yes; but the objection is withdrawn, I under. 
stand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Committe of the Whole. 

Mr. WHYTE. Whenever any part of the public land adjacent te 
a fortification has been granted for private use, it has been usua} to 
make application to the War Department, so that Congress mag be 
informed whether the application, if granted, would injure the pur- 
poses and uses to which the fortification may be devoted. I should 
like to know, therefore, before the bill is proceeded with, whether 
there is any recommendation from the War Department in favor of 
making the use that is proposed of this strip of land in front of the 
fort at Fortress Monroe. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I cannot state that the Secretary of War has 
been consulted on this subject. Ido not know whether he has been; 


Is that the bill which was objec: 


Cited 


The Secretary will report the bil 





me 7531 } . } 
ine Hill 1s betore the Senate as i; 


i 


| but the bill itself puts the whole matter under the control of the War 


railroad is the other. The land to be taken is land which is not | 


necessary for reservation purposes at all, and cannot be used by 
reason of the fact of its being greatly depressed and in the break, so 
to speak, of the ravine up which the railroad runs. 

Mr. ALLISON. I happen to know from information that there 
are two railroads occupying this reservation. 

Mr. PLUMB. Yes. 

Mr. ALLISON. The proposition of the bill is to sell to one of them 
to the exclusion of the other. For aught I know this may be all 
right enough, but it seems to me that if these two railroad companies 
desire to occupy that reservation ora portion of it they ought to have 
an equal opportunity. 

Mr. PLUMB. 
between the companies that their rights shall not interfere. The 
Senator will notice that the right of the other railroad company is 
preserved in the last part of the first section, and also in the last sec- 


tion. There is no controversy of that kind whatever. It has been 


entirely understood between them, so far as their occupancy there is 


concerned, and the bill will preserve equally the rights of both. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill was reported from the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs, with an amendment, which will be read. 


The Cuter CLERK. In section 2, after line 6, it is proposed to insert 
“and if said survey and appraisement shall be approved by the Sec- 
retary of War, then ;” so as to read: 

The Secretary of War shall appoint three commissioned officers of the United 
States Army, who shall cause an accurate survey and map to be made of the said 
lands, and shall appraise their value; a report of which appraisement, accompa- 
nied by a map and description of said lands, shall be made by said commissioners 
to the Secretary of War, and if said survey and appraisement shall be approved 
by the Secretary of War, then, upon the payment into the Treasury of the amount 
of such appraisement within eighteen months from the date of the report of said 
commissioners, a patent shall issue to the said Kansas Central Railway Conrpany 
or its assigns, for the lands described in the report of the said commissioners. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


NIAGARA RIVER BRIDGE, 


Mr. CONKLING. I ask, as this seems a convenient opportunity, 
that the Senate take up and act upon Senate bill No. 2096, reported 
from the Committee on Commerce. I cannot thinkthere will be any 
ebjection to it. 


But there isan arrangement made or understanding | 


= : : . | Department. 
I desire to ask the Senator from Kansas why it is | 


Mr. LOGAN. I suggest to the Senator from Virginia to let the 
Clerk read the bill again. 
Mr. WINDOM. Before the proceedings go further, I ask if the bil 


> ] i | is liable to objection now ! 
the Rock Island is one and the Kansas Central | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is before the Senate re 
and open to amendment. 

Mr. WHYTE. The question I did not understand as having been 
put to the Senate, because I certainly should have objected. I did 
not understand that objection was asked and that the bill was before 
the Senate, because I rose immediately after it was read and inquired 
whether there was any recommendation, for I think it is essential 
that there should be some recommendation before a bill of that char- 
acter should pass. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask for the reading of the bill. 

The Chief Clerk again read the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As there seems to be a misunder- 
standing as to the order of the Senate, the Chair will now ask if there 
is objection to the present consideration of the bill. ; 

Mr. INGALLS. The rule relative to an objection to the consider- 
ation of a bill applies only to bills in the morning hour under 
Anthony resolution. This bill ismoved by the Senator from Virginia, 
and a majority of the Senate can take it up if they please. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is true, but the Chair dispensed 


gSulariy 


tue 


| with the regular order of a motion and simply submitted the ques- 


| War for that purpose and nothing more. He has entire power give! 


| Maryland in reference to the information that should be obtained 4 


| Affairs, and I was authorized to report it with an amendme nt, which 
| is now in the printed bill, substituting for the word “grant” t 


| that is left entirely in the discretion of the Secretary ot War, 


tion if there was no objection to its consideration. ; 
Mr. LOGAN. The bill is reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and, as understood by the committee, without the matte! 
having been referred to the Secretary of War and without a report 
from him, but a provision was put in the bill that the whole thu 
should be done under his supervision ; that he might lease this pr 
erty or not, as he saw proper; so that it would be a matter for Aim 
to investigate, andif the Department thought it was a proper thing (0 
do it could be done. It is a mere authority given to the Secretary 0! 


ig 















him in the bill, which covers the point suggested by the Senator aoe 
him. It is entirely in his hands to allow the erection of the bul 
ings, or to displace the buildings at any time when he sees proper 
they shall have become inconvenient to the officers in command a 
the fort. PS. 3 i at 

That is the object of the bill, and all that isin it so far ne eines 
is concerned. The bill was considered by the Committee on Militar) 


he 


°° . . . a marter 
word “ lease ;” and there was no discussion about it. It isa anaes 
ant 


| there was no objection to it in committee on that ground, 
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Mr, WHYTE. Mr. President, I do not think the Senator from Ili- 

has worded his discretionary clause so as to apply to the per- 
er gjon to use the ground. The buildings while being erected are to 
y va the approval as to their construction of the Secretary of War, 
md they are to be removed in case he finds they are injurious, I sup- 
ve to the public interest ; but the authority to grant the use of the 
pr ey has no guard about it whatever. 
fe LOGAN. It is a mere authority given to the Secretary. It 

og not require him to do it. ; os 
‘fe WHYTE. But I think the Senator from Illinois knows pretty 
that the grant of an authority to any oflicer of the Government 

enerally presumed to be a direction, and if requires a good deal 
; hackbone to resist the application which comes to the War De- 
wement after such an authority is granted without limitation. Now 
i shall make no objection to this bill if after the word “ authorized ” 
‘ha words are inserted “ if he shall deem the public interest wil! not 
e ipiured thereby.” : s eh 

\r, JOHNSTON. There is no objection whatever to that. 

Mr, WHYTE. Then I will make no objection to the bill. 

Mr, LOGAN. The Senator referred to what had been incorporated 
» the bill, and said that it did not strike him as being sufficient to 
aatisfy his judgment. I did not draft the bill, nor did I incorporate 
nvthing in it except the word “ lease,” which struck me as sufficient ; 
at ‘Lit soappeared to the committee. I have no charge of the bill. 
[have nothing to do with it except that it was referred to me by the 

mmittee and I reported it. That was all I had todo with it except 
+ insert that amendment by the consent of the committee. I know 
nothing about it further than that; but if I had charge of the, bill I 
would say that I could see no objection to the Senator’s suggestion, 
hecause I do not think it changes it a particle. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I think the bill means that now, but I have no 
obiection to the amendment. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I know nothing about the premises embraced in 
this bill; but I think as a matter of prudence a bill of this kind should 
he submitted to the Secretary of War in the firstinstance. The De- 
nartment knows all that will affect the buildings owned by the Gov- 
ermment at that place; we do not; and if the Department had in- 
spected this bill and given to the Senate its opinion approving the 
ontents of the bill, then we could readily pass it without hesitation. 
ill itself it seems to me is imperfect. For instance, in addition 
to the clanse to which attention has been called by the Senator from 
Maryland, the last proviso reads: 

And provided further, That said buildings or improvements shall be removable at 

pleasure of the Secretary of War whenever, in his judgment, the public inter- 
sts may require if, 

But that does not imply that the Government shall not pay for the 
expense of removing these buildings. The Gevernment may remove 
hem if the public interest require it, but it may pay for them also. 
think that we should have a little more time, and that the Depart- 
ent should have an opportunity of inspecting this matter and giv- 

ng tous its deliberate opinion upon it. I hope the Senator from 
Virginia will not press the bill at this time. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I should be very unwilling to press anything 
unduly; but really I can inform the Senator from Minnesota that 
there was a hotel erected on the same place before the war, by per- 
mission of the Secretary of War, and as I understand it, without 
undertaking to speak by authority, this measure is desired by the 
officers in command there. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is this an enlargement of the Hygeia Hotel or a 
rival structure ? 

Mr. JOHNSTON. It is to be another hotel. There is one hotel 
there, which is insufficient. This is the fact about that. In addition 
to the convenience of the officers there, which is to be regarded, it 
should be borne in mind that this point has got to be a sort of san- 
itarium. It is a place where invalids from the North going to Flor- 
da rest in the fall and in the spring. It is a place of great public 
resort. The present hotel there is entirely inadequate to the travel. 
‘tis desired for the accommodation of the officers there and the pub- 
ic, As certain classes of invalids go from the North to Florida every 
year and return, they do not desire to go directly to Florida, but make 
sopping points—go first to Fortress Monroe, then to South Carolina, 
and then to Florida, and return the same way. In the fall and spring 
seasons this place is crowded with invalids. The present hotel ac- 
Columodations are entirely inadequate, and this measure, I under- 
stand, is entirely agreeable to the officers in command there and is 
desired by them. It is put under the control of the Secretary of War, 
prescribe the plan, to have general control of the whole matter. 
“e can refuse to execute this bill if he chooses, after we pass it, be- 
conse he is authorized to do so on the face of the bill and by the 
inendment proposed by the Senator from Maryland. It is a waste of 
ie, therefore, to refer it to him now. He can refuse to execute it 
= it 1s passed, if he chooses to do so. 
tone I desire to say but a word inasmuch as the bill came 
ri t * Committee through my hands representing it. I cannotsee, 
"the life of me, why it would not be just as easy to amend this bill, 


It it ° ; . 
heeds amendment, right here as to postpone it. As I said before 
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cD 4 . . . . 

how nothing about it and care nothing about it except that it 
to be a fair bill, and one that certainly cannot injure the 
I have been to Fortress Monroe and I know that another 


I there would be no disadvantage to the public. Iam sat- 


seems to me 
publie, 


goed hote 





isfied of that. There is one occupying a part of the grounds there 
and why there should not be another I cannot understand. I do not 
see any good reason for it. 

So far as the objection that is made in a legal point of view to the 
right of the Government is concerned, I have but little to sav. We 
have of course in a great body like this experts in the law who can 
alwaysiind objections. IftheseSenators will examine bills that have 
passed heretofore giving the same kind of authority they will tind 
that this bill is literally copied from bills that have passed hereto- 
fore. I know it is a very easy matter for us always to find out some 
reason why a bill should not pass, or to suggest that a bill should 
read a little different from what it does, on the principle that a great 
many people dislike the Bible because they did not write it them- 
selves, and we find that objection very frequently to bills in this 
Senate Chamber. A bill that a man writes himself is always right, 
but a bill drafted by somebody else is seldom ever right. 

The objections that are made to this bill are such as can readily 
be obviated by avery slight interpolation in the bill, of a few words, 
if gentlemen see proper to propose them. I will agree to the amend- 
ment suggested by the Senator from Maryland; I would also, as far 
as I am concerned, if I had charge of the bill, agree to the one sug- 
gested by the Senator from Minnesota if it makes it more satisfactory ; 
but he will find by examining the books that authority has been 
given to the Secretary of War to allow the erection of buildings on 
the grounds of the Government at quite a number of places hereto- 
fore. This bill is almost a literal copy of such laws passed heretofore. 
I do not think it will take five minutes to amend it and perfect it if 
gentlemen desire to have it changed in any way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the committee, in line 5, to strike out “grant” and insert “ lease.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now will be on the 
amendment, offered by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Wuyrs, ] 
which will be read. 

The Curer CLerK. After the word “ authorized,” in line 5, it is 
proposed to insert, “if he shall deem that the public interest will not 
be injured thereby.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I propose to amend the bill by adding 


And such removal shall be at the expense and cost of the person or persons own 
ing such building and improvements 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Ihave no objection at all to that 

Mr. LOGAN. Nobody objects to that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

ASSAY OFFICE AT SAINT LOUIS. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration 
of House bill No. 6025, a bill reported by my colleague, who has 
charge of it. 

The Chief Clerk read the title of the bill (H. R. No. 6025) to estab- 
lish an assay office in the city of Saint Louis, Missouri. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let the bill be read for information. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read in full for in- 
formation. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill at length. 

Mr. CONKLING. What committee reported this bill ? 

Mr. VEST. The Committee on Mines and Mining. 

Mr. CONKLING. Has this bill ever been before the Committee on 
Finance? 

Mr. VEST. No, sir; it came from the Committee on Mines and 
Mining, because it does not propose to establish a mint but simply 
an assay office. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator inform me whether any of the 
acts now on the statute-book, establishing assay offices, have ever 
come from any committee except the Committee on Finance ? 

Mr. VEST. Ido not know that any of the acts for the establish- 
ment of assay offices merely have ever come from that committee 
They are generally acts to establish a mint and assay office. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not wish to interfere with the bill of the 
Senators; but I am quite sure that the assay offices which have been 
established have been established under legislation coming in each 
House from the committee called here the Committee on Finance. 
I do not know whether any members of that committee are attending 
to this matter ornot. Certainly it is not my business to volunteer to 
interfere with the wish of the Senators from Missouri, but I am quite 
sure the fact is as I state it. 

Mr. VEST. The Senator from New York will permit me to say that 
the bill was reported some days ago. It is a matter of considerable 
importance to the city of Saint Louis. When it was reported, I 
attempted to have it passed at once, but the Senator from Vermont, 
[Mr. MorRILL,] a member of the Committee on Finance, raised the 
same question now raised by the Senator from New York. I then saw 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance, and he agreed with me 
that the bill properly came from the Committee on Mines and Mining. 
It is not to establish a mint, and is not any branch properly of the 
duties of the Committee on Finance. It is simply a mining ques 
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Mw tion: and it is not the first bill for such a purpose that has been re- | especially when the subject might properly be zermane to the dni 
i ferred to the Committee on Mines and Mining. There are other bills | of the Committge on Mines and Mining. That is all I wish to a" 
+ now under the consideration of the Committee on Mines and Min- Of the merits of this bill I know nothing. I take it for ceed 
ing. has been properly considered by the committee who had it in ch = 
’ Mr. CONKLING. Meaning no harm whatever to this bill, I ven- | I merely desired to explain why it was that the Committee on {.. 


ture to make this remark: if two committees of this body promis- | nance have not charge of this bill, and why it was that ] have not 
cuonsly and accidentally as the case may be are to have charge, as | claimed for that committee jurisdiction when I heard the )j))).. 
they will have under the present suggestion, of the matter of estab- been favorably reported by another committee of the Senate. 
lishing assay offices, I feel quite sure it will lead to confusion and| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifthere is no objection to the pr 2 
contrariety of proceeding in the Senate. Other bills of this sort consideration of this bill, it will be regarded as before the Senat 
have been reported by the Committee on Finance. The honorable | in Committee of the Whole. _ ‘ 
Senator from Missouri, if I caught his words aright, said that other Mr. ALLISON. I do not wish to interpose any objection to . 
bills had been sent to his committee, but this is the first bill which | consideration of this bill, but I doubt very much the propriets 
has been reported from the Committee on Mines, as far as he knows, | passing it. It is perfectly apparent to my mind at least that if 
: and my recollection fortifies him in that impression. | pass it at all we should appropriate a larger sum of money thay 
Meaning to make no objection to this bill, not knowing but that | proposed in the bill. An assay office cannot be established at Sa 
it is highly meritorious, I venture to suggest that on any subject, | Louis, or anywhere else, with an appropriation of $10,000, | < 
and particularly one of this sort which appeals of course to the | not interpose an objection to the consideration of the bill, 


) 
LLl Dad 





emulation and disposition of localities, there should not bea selec- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is before the Senate os 
tion of committees, so that one Senator introducing a bill sends it to | Committee of the Whole. 
ene committee and another Senator introducing a bill on the same Mr. ALLISON. Now I ask that the report of the Director of 


subiect sends it to another committee, and thus a double or treble | Mint be read to the Senate, if there be one. 


opportunity is given tothe bill. It isarule I believe you, Mr, Pres-| The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Secretary informs the Citair; 


v 
tha hill 
Yr THe bill. 


ident, will bear me out in saying, with all well conducted courts that | there are no papers or reports accompanying 

when there has been action by one member of the court in granting Mr. VEST. There was no report with the bill. I havea print 
or refusing an injunction, an order, or whatever it may be, it is bad | statement about it. 

practice to go to another and try the experiment there. Such I Mr. ALLISON. Ionly desire to say a word further. If we est 





} 

think should be the parliamentary usage ; and if this mode of doing | lish an assay office at Saint Louis, it is manifest that there wil] 
business prevails, if in a given case the Committee on Finance is | applications for similar establishments at Kansas City, at Omaha. a 
hostile to the establishment of an assay ofiice the way will be to | at Chicago. These are all places where minerals in various forys 
refer the bill in that instance to the Committee on Mines and Mining. | come, and there seems to me to be no reason why an assay office shou) 
Reversing the illustration, if the Committee on Mines and Mining | be established at Saint Louis that would not apply to all these oth, 
have indicated that they are opposed to it, or if anybody presumes | cities. The Committee on Finance have had discussions for seyerg 
that they are opposed to it, then the way will be to refer that bill to | years with reference to the location of an additional mint. This assay 
the other committee, and thus to find some judge of the court who | office will grow into a mint certainly, and in this way the question of 
will grant the order although the other judge would not do it. another mint in the West will be settled by indirection. I think that 

As [ say, I know nothing against the merits of this bill. I do not | is a subject of sufficient importance to be fully and carefully consid- 
wish to impede the Senators from Missouri one moment in consider- | ered by the appropriate committee. If the Senator from Missouri has 
ing their bill; but [thought as my attention was directed to this point, | carefully considered this subject and believes that Saint Louis is the 
I ought to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that there | best of all the western cities in which to establish a mint, and that 
seems to be now—unintentionally and inadvertently no doubt—a pro- | another mint is necessary, then perhaps this bill might as well be 
ceeding which will have the effect of splitting and dividing between | passed; but otherwise it seems to me it ought not to be considered at 
two or for aught I know more committees an entire subject which | this time. 
ought to belong to some one. | Mr. VEST. There isa printed report which I cannot put my hands 

Mr. COCKRELL. I think thereis no trouble about this. This bill on now, but the facts are substantially these: the head of the mints 





legitimately and properly belongs to the Committee on Mines and | is favorable to the establishment of this assay office in Saint Lonis 
Mining. We have daily occurrences here where a certain class of | and the report shows the necessity for its establishment. 

cases different by a mere hair from another go to one committee while Mr. ALLISON. Do I understand the Senator from Missouri to sa 
the others go to another committee. A claim for losses sustained by | that this bill meets the approval of the Director of the Mint? 

a postmaster by reason of depredations, as a safe broken open anda Mr. VEST. Yes, sir. 

robbery committed before he has refunded the money to the Govern- Mr. ALLISON. And of the Secretary of the Treasury ? 


ment, goes to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. If he Mr. VEST. Yes, sir; I so understand. 

has paid the Government and asks to be indemnified, the usual rule Mr. ALLISON. If that be true, I shall certainly interpose no objec- 

has been to send such claim to the Committee on Claims. We have | tion. 

now before the Finance Committee a series of cases that four years Mr. VEST. The bill passed the House of Representatives without 

ago were before the Committee on Claims. There is a mere shadow | any objection at ali and was considered by our committee. We had 

of difference between them, but no exception is taken. | before us at the time a printed report. ; 
I trust there will be no objection made on this point or in opposi- The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

tion tothe bill. It isa just and legitimate bill and has been reported | to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

by an appropriate committee. That another committee might have THE UTE COMMISSION. 


kindred jurisdiction, or very nearly so, cannot interfere with the ‘ . : . : 
os eee eee ae estat. Ahr es Mla ec alan sen Mr. TELLER submittec e following resolution ; which was con- 

legitimate jurisdiction of this committee; and so it has been held. an 7 I cs oe poner ae teen 1 si 

1. : 3 : : sidered by unaniz ‘ sent, ¢ agreec : 

rhe Committee on Finance act upon a eertain case; the Senate con- , . © 


Same it hans 5+ ante mi ae ' so | Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, directed to trans 
slicers it because 1b acts upon it. i at case gone to a CO Nlt- |} : vs : ore . a 
8 | Had that case gone to the Commit mit to the Senate the report of the commission known as the Ute commissior 


tee on Claims, the Claims Committee would have considered it and appointed under the act of June 15, 1880. 
the Senate would have entertained their action ; . eee . . ; : 
: ; ; , Mr. TELLER submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I had'no knowledge of the introdue- | , Mt. TELLER submitted the following resc 

’ thi Ps , re sidered by unanimous consent, and agre : 
tion of this measure or of its reference ; but the Senator from Mis- | *@¢Te¢ DY Unanimous consent, ane agreed i atrented to tral 
. 3: . . . ~oolned Th hea Se stary of . aT} > i Te lirected to trans- 
souri [Mr. Vesr] did say something to me at the time the bill was Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hares. See tor and th 
br ht back into the Sen: " ‘ “44 Mi nd Mi mit to the Senate all correspondence between the Secretary of the Interior and! 

} brought back into the Senate from the Committee on Mines and Min- commission known as the Ute commission ; also, all correspondence between t 
f ing with a favorable report. | governor of Colorado and the Secretary of the Interior concerning the Ute 
| 
| 
| 








It is true that heretofore in the usage of this body, so far as I am | dians, since the 15th day of June, 1580. 
informed, all matters connected with the minting of money have been 
sent to the Committee on Finance ; but the Senator drew my atten- 
tion to the fact that this was not a bill to establish a mint, but a bill 


THE MARINE CORPS. 
Mr. McPHERSON. I desire to give notice that I will on Monday 
next call up the bill (S. No. 1933) to establish and equalize the graces 


‘ to establish an oflice for the reduction of ores of the precious metals | gnq reculate appointments and promotions in the Marine Corps. 
a into marketable shape, not in the shape of coin. At any time it | on 5 i att se wae 
' would have been far from my desire, after any committee had acted LOUISIANA JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. ler- 
‘ on a subject, to take exception to their action, and much more Mr. LAMAR. I ask the Senate to proceed to the present consi” 
cit strongly when it would have been a claim for the jurisdiction of a | ation of the bill (H. R. No. 4050) to divide the State of Louisiana! 
k Ri, committee of which I happen to be the chairman. If the question | two judicial districts. pe tae s the Whole 
5 h ‘4 had been raised originally on the introduction of the bill, 1 should There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the yh" 
; have said this bill was germane to that class of bills which are sent | proceeded to consiaer the bill. : iciary with 
} i ‘ exclusively to the Committee on Finance, though I do not know any The bill was reported from the Committee on the J NT 
f bill by which we have established an assay oftice at all within the | an amendment, to strike out all after the enacting clause ant oe 
| re last ten or twelve years; but as another committee have, without my | That the parishes of Caddo, Bossier, Webster, Claiborne, Union, nilie, Red 
ei a knowledge, acted upon the bill and reported in favor of it, I thought West Carroll, East Carroll, Madison, Richland, Quachita, dee Franklin, Tensas 
it ae it would be rather in excess of the courtesy of the Senate and of my | Fiver, De Soto, —— & aon en spenees. Saint Landry, la 
| own sense of duty for me to have asked that a bill which had been so | ee nae ees "Vermillion, Cameron, and Calcasieu, in the State © 
he ; considered should be recommitted to the Committee on Finance ! Louisiana, shall constitute, and is hereby created, the western judicial district ¥ 
5M a 
es 
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1 the district court now existing in Louisiana shall, from and after 


his act, be known as the district court for the eastern district of 
| the parishes in said State not above named shall belong to said 





iJ] suits not of a local nature in the circuit and district courts 
e defendant, inhabitant of said State, must be brought in the dis- 
he resides, but if there are two or more defendants, residing in differ- 
Ly euch suits may be brought in either district 
vee). That all prosecutions for crimes or offenses hereafter committed in either 
. ricts shall be cognizable within such district, and all prosecutions for 
offenses heretofore committed in the district of Louisiana shall be 
. 1 and proceeded w ith as if this act had not been passed. 
all civil suits in law or equity which have arisen in the parishes 
said western district, or against persons residing therein, or concerning 
i therein and now pending, together with all process, writs, recog- 
ecords belonging thereto, shall, with the consent of all the parties, be 
said western district. 
sere shall be held semi-annually in said district two stated sessions 
d cireuit courts at each of the following places, to wit: At Ope- 
rst Mondays of January and June; at Alexandria, on the fourth 
» of January and June; at Shreveport, on the third Mondays of February 
5 st Monroe, on the first Mondays of April and October. 
rhat a person learned in the law shall be appointed by the President of 
States. by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, district judge 
vith a salary of $3,500 per annum, payable quarterly, and with the same 
»d duties of the district judge of the United States for the district of 
.<it now exists, and such as are conferred on him or required of him by 
i the said judge shall appoint a clerk of the district court in the 
strict, and a clerk of the circuit court for said district shall be appointed 
inner as other such clerks are appointed, and who shall receive for 
formed by them the same fees and compensation that are allowed 
¢ such courts holding their sessions in New Orleans, in the same 























© } J all be subject in every respect to the same restrictions and responsi- 
district and circuit courts for the eastern district ef Louisiana 
New Orleans, as heretofore. And it shall be the duty of the clerks 


listrict and cirenit courts of the United States in New Orleans, whenever 

ts shall so order, to transmit, by some safe conveyance, or to deliver to the 

he courts in the western district, or their order, the original papers in 

uses as properly belong to the court in the western district by the pro- 

. his act, together with a transcript of the proceedings had therein. 

S ‘hat the President of the United States, by and with the advice and 

the Senate, be, and hereby is, authorized to appoint one person as mar- 

one as district attorney for the said western district of the United States 

e State of Louisiana created by this act; and that the terms of appoint- 

| service, together with the duties and responsibilities of the said marshal 

ttorney, respectively, for the district aforesaid shall be in all respects 

their said district as the terms of appointment and services, the 

isibilities of the marshal and district attorney, respectively, of 
ict of the State of Louisiana. 










iment was agreed to. 

e billwas reported to the Senateas amended, and the amendment 
nenrred in 
curred 10. 


e amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 


3 The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
THE BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG, 

Mr. PENDLETON. I ask the Senate to proceed to the present 
usideration of the bill (S. No. 166) for the relief of the captain, 
ers, Officers, and crew of the late United States private-armed 
tig General Armstrong, their heirs, executors, administrators, or 

_ Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Before that motion is put, the Chair 
| lay before the Senate the untinished business, which is the bill 
S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands in severalty to In- 
ians on the various reservations, and to extend the protection of the 
vsot the States and Territories over the Indians, and for other pur- 





The question is on the motion of the Senator from Rhode Island, 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 


n The motion was not agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 15, 
é Mr. SAUNDERS. I should like to have unanimous consent of the 
i senate to take up a bill. 

tT @ 7 WTA mm . * > 

the PRESIDING OFFICER. There is already a bill before the 

Senate, 
Mr. TELLER. It has not been taken up. 
Mr, MCMILLAN. It has not been taken up. 
ie P S Te YT YD r ‘ ® 1 ‘2 ° 

~~ a PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair asked if there was objec- 
t onto the consideration of the bill and he heard none. 


ar. TELLER. That was before the bill was read. 

1nhe SAG OFFICER. It was read by title under an order 
the Chair, 

Mr. SAUNDERS. What is the bill? 


ol 





> _, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Dill will be again reported by 
‘he Secretary, . 
: ” Chief Clerk again read the bill. 
er jer PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill has been read the third 
\t0 ar and the question is on its passage. 
a i PLATT, It strikes me that this bill ought not to pass without 
le, x... More consideration, at this time. When it was before the 


Senate af . . . “ r 

dele shia lormer occasion there was a discussion about it. It isa 
whict Which dates back to 1814, and there are very many things 
, th May be said in my opinion against the passage of the bill. I 





18, re wp desire to discuss it at this time, but I think the Senate ought 
a Me Peano’ of the nature and character of the bill. 

La Sentai DLETON. Mr. President, this bill has been before the 
of “€ Caring this session and the last. It has been accompanied by 


4 Teport very ° ° ° ° 
ort very carefully prepared, in which reference is made to doc- 








uments and diplomatic correspondence which give the history of the 
case. Ihad supposed that every Senator had made up his mind upon 
it. Attention was called to it by the Senator from Massachusetts 
and the Senator from Connecticut at the last session when the bill 
was up for consideration. Idonot desire, unless objections are made 
to its passage, to consume the time of the Senate in stating the his- 
tory of the event out of which the claim grew and the diplomatic 
correspondence which has ensned between the respective govern 
ments, because it is quite voluminous, and I should be glad to be 
spared myself the trouble and tospare the Senate the time of its dis- 
cussion. If, however, objection is to be made to the bill, I shall feel 
it my duty to have the report read which lies upon the table of every 
Senator. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from Ohio object to allowing 
this bill to go over as the unfinished business until to-morrow ? and 
then Senators will have an opportunity of examining the report. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I have no objection to the bill going over to 
any fixed time. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. It can come up as untinished business to-morrow. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I have no desire to detain the Senate with a 
discussion of it to-night; but Ihave tried for weeks past to bring this 
bill before the attention of the Senate, and I will not willingly con 
sent to any course which will result in its indefinite delay. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I say to the Senator from Ohio that when I made 
my motion to adjourn I thought the bill had been taken up. I did 
not submit my motion to adjourn with a view to defeating the Sen- 
ator in having the bill taken up, and I have no objection to its being 
taken up. Lask that it be taken up to-morrow by common consent 
immediately after the morning hour. 

Mr. PENDLETON. If the bill can be taken up to-morrow or the 
next day at any fixed hour, I have nothing to say. I do not desire 
to press it on the attention of the Senate to-night, but I can consent 
to no course which will displace it. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Then Task that unanimous consent be given that 
the bill be taken up to-morrow immediately after the morning hour, 
and that being done I move an adjournment. 

Mr. INGALLS. I must object to any arrangement that will dis- 
place what I believe to be, by unanimous consent, the unfinished busi- 
ness for to-morrow; that is, the Indian severalty bill. I have no 
objection to an assignment being made for the consideration of the 
Armstrong bill at some day after that has been disposed of. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I shall have no objection to an arrangement 
by which it shall come up immediately after the disposal of the regu- 
lar order. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Then I make that suggestion. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Then I move to take up Senate bill No. 1206. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I ask the Senator from Rhode Island to with- 
draw that motion, because there is a bill reported by his colleague 
which I wish to have taken up. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. PLATT. I have no desire to delay the consideration of this 
bill. I thought it was too important a bill to be considered at this 
late hour in the afternoon. I should like the arrangement now pro- 
posed, that it shall follow the Indian severalty bill. I think there 
can be no objection to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That,the Chair understands, is the 
understanding of the Senate. 


JOHN THORNLEY. 


Mr. MCPHERSON. I move to take up the bill (S. No. 1206) for the 
relief of Medical Director John Thornley, United States Navy. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the reading of the report in that case. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. AN- 
THONY February 4, 1220: 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Thornley, medical director, United States Navy, praying for restoration to his 
former position in the Navy, beg leave to report as follows 

Dr. Thornley was placed on the retired list June 1, 1861, a board of surgeons hav 
ing pronounced him unfit for active duty. It seems that the examining board 
further declared that Mr. Thornley’s disability was notincurred in his line of duty 
as medical director, and at that time Thornley was unable, through force of cir 
cumstances, to produce satisfactory evidence to the contrary. At a later period he 
succeeded in obtaining positive evidence, which had not previortsly been submitted, 
that his disability had occurred in the line of duty, and asked to submit the evi 
dence for consideration before a competent tribunal. Upon statement of the facts 
to Hon. R. W. Thompson, Secretary of the Navy, the matter was referred to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicme and Surgery. Under date of May 15, 1878, the 
Surgeon-General recommended that Dr. Thornley’s case be referred to the retiring 
board for readjustment. 

On the 12th of November, 1872, a medical board was convened at the Navy De 
partment for the further investigation and consideration of such documentary 
evidence as might be produced by Dr. Thornley. After a careful consideration of 
all the evidence relating to the origin of the said disability of Dr. Thornley the 
board reached the conclusion that the disability causing the retirement of Medical 
Director John Thornley had its origin in the line of duty. This report was ap 
proved by Secretary Thompson, and Dr. Thornley’s name was olunel on the re¢ 
ords of the Department from the ist of January, 1579. 

The Secretary of the Navy further says that, “ baving been retired upon in 
sufficient evidence as to the origin of his disability, he is of opinion that Dr. Thorn 
ley’s claim is just and deserving of favorable action of Congress.’ 

In consideration of the above facts the committee report favorably on Dr. Thorn- 
ley’s petition. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask the Senator from New Jersey to let us see 
the act of March 3, 1473, which I have been unable to find. I desire 
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to call the attention of the Senate to this case. This, it appears, 1s 
not the first time this man has been before Congress for relief, and I 
want to get the history of the case. I ask for the reading of the act 
referred to in this bill. I cannot tind it. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I do not know that I can turn precisely to the 
act itself. But prior to 1873 all naval officers who were retired were 
retired on the same rate of pay. Oflicers on furlough received one- 
half pay, and all officers retired, whether disabled in the line of duty 
or otherwise, received the same rate of pay. In 1573 an act was 
passed retiring officers, disabled in the line of duty, on three quar- 
ters pay. I think I can turn to it in the Revised Statutes, although 
I cannot find it now on the moment. That act covered that particu- 
lar point. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I am objecting to its further consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator object to the con- 
sideration of it? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I am not objecting toits being considered; but 
I am objecting to its passage. 

Mr. TELLER. I object, if that will do any good 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Before the Chair puts that motion 
he will state that the unfinished business is the Indian severalty bill. 
The Senator from Rhode Island moves that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at four o’clock and forty-five min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, January 27, 1881. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. There are several gentlemen present asking for 
recognition on matters which the Chair thinks will not occasion the 
least discussion. 

Mr. SPEER and Mr. COFFROTH demanded the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour for the 
call of committees. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Ohio, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported back adversely the bill (H. R. No. 6692) granting a 
pension to Rebecca Tamsett; and also, from the same committee, ad- 
versely, the bill (H. R. No. 6087) granting a pension to John H. Long- 
bottom. 

The SPEAKER. The bills will be laid upon the table and the re- 
ports printed. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Ohio. In both of these cases the pensions 
have already been granted by the Department; I therefore ask that 
the committee be discharged from the further consideration of these 
bills. 

The SPEAKER. The reports being adverse, the bills will be laid 
upon the table and the reports printed. 

ISABEL M’DOWELL. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 2910) granting arrears of pension 
to Isabel McDowell; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

DISBURSEMENT OF APPROPRIATION FOR TENTH CENSUS. 

Mr, FINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the Joint Select Com- 
mittee on the Census to report back a letter from the Secretary of the 
Interior asking additional allowance for compensation of the dis- 
bursing clerk, Who has charge of the disbursement of the census fund, 
with the recommendation that the allowance asked for be granted, 
and that the same be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

MAJOR JACOB E, BURBANK. 

Mr. DIBRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back adversely the bill (S. No. 313) for the relief of Major Jacob E. 
Burbank. 

Mr. BROWNE, ° Mr. Speaker, I desire to present the views of the 
minority in that same case, and ask that it be printed along with the 
report of the majority, and that the bill be referred to the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The minority report will be printed with the re- 
port of the majority, and the bill, with an adverse recommendation, 
be placed on the Calendar. 

JOHN M. M’CLINTOCKE. 

Mr. CARLISLE, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (S. No. 142) for the | 
relief of John M. McClintock; which was referred to the Committee | 


of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanvin 
report ordered to be printed. ae 
UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Iam instructed by the Committee on the J, 
ciary, to whom was referred a bill to establish a uniform whic 
bankruptcy throughout the United States, to report to the Hons 
certain testimony and arguments on said bill submitted to the eo, 
mittee, and to ask that the same be printed and recommitted. 

Mr. MILLS. I wish to ask if it is proper that this argument shon 
be printed at the expense of the Government? I think it is custo», 
ary whenever gentlemen want to impress any matter upon Congres 
that they themselves print their argument and lay it before Congres: 
Here an argument is made in favor of a system of bankruptey ia 
sent to us, and Congress is asked to print the argument. [ dy no 
think that should be done. - 

Mr. ROBINSON. The gentleman from Texas labors under 
apprehension. The committee gave a hearing, took the test 
and present it to the House. I am instructed to ask for its pr 
and recommittal. 

Mr. WARNER. That is very commonly done. 

Mr. MILLS. The printing of testimony is customary, but not th, 
printing of arguments. F 

The SPEAKER. This has usually been done for the informatio, 
of members of committees and of the House. It has been dene ve 
the Ways and Means Comnuiittee. 

The motion of Mr. ROBINSON was agreed to. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures havi: 
called, 

Mr. STEPHENS said: Will the Chair now entertain a motion fo, 
the consideration of a report from the Committee on Coinage, Weights. 
and Measures ? . 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be done under this call. 

MARGARET J. RYAN. 

Mr. MAGINNIS, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 4527) for 
the relief of Margaret J. Ryan; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. - 


< } * 
1g veer 


POST-ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. MONEY, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post 
Roads, reported a bill (H. R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes. 

The SPEAKER. This is the bill known as the post-route bill, and 
it is reported for printing and recommittal. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and was recommitted to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. COBB. On page 950 of the RECORD my name is on the list ot 
those who did not vote on a call of the House. I desire to have th 
REcorRD corrected. I was present and answered to my name. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed by the Clerk tlrat the roll- 
call does not show that the gentleman answered to his name. The 
gentleman is not recorded as having answered when his name was 
called. 

Mr. COBB. I did answer. I was present at every roll-call and 
answered. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the gentleman’s naue 
will be entered as present. It does not change the result. 

Mr. CONGER. It might change the result in some cases. 

Mr. COBB. This was simply on a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. It cannot change any result in this case 

Mr.CONGER. I have no objection to the gentleman’s name being 
recorded in the call of the House. To do this, however, might ou 
some question change the result as to the matter of a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. It does not do that, and it was for that reason 
the Chair suggested that the gentleman’s name should be recorded. 

There was no objection. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SPEER rose. 

Mr. COX. Has the call of committees been completed * 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. SPEER. [yield to the gentleman from New York. : 

Mr. COX. [rise toa question of privilege. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to report back a resolution of inquiry 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have risen for a similar purpose. 

Mr. SPEER. I do not mean to yield further than to the gentiemae 
from New York. . 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have a similar report to make, 

Mr. CONGER. It the business of yesterday, which is so important: 
a business, is next in order, I call for the regular order. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Georgia has yielded to me 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. 

Mr. COX. I have risen to a question of privilege. un 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. SPEER] on a question of higher privilege. 
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Mr. COX. The Chair does not know what is my question of privi- 


“Ty «SPEAKER. The Chair does know. It is a resolution of in- 
7 reported back by the Foreign Affairs Committee. . 

‘Mr. COX. I would like to have the resolution read before I am 

1 SPEA KER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Geor- 
- «ho is on the floor for a question of the highest privilege. 

‘1; COX. The gentleman from Georgia yielded to me. 

SPEAKER. But the gentleman trom Michigan has demanded 





» regular order. | a 
‘Mr. COX. Not before the gentleman from Georgia yielded to me. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York would have been 
-ognized if the gentleman from Michigan had not objected. 

uy COX. Then I shall have to pass this. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will adhere to the rule. The gentle- 





») from Georgia is recognized. 
CONTESTED ELECTION—YEATES VS. MARTIN. 


Mr, SPEER. I call up the report of the Committee on Elections 
= the contested-election case of Yeates vs. Martin, first congressional 
district North Carolina. I ask that the report of the majority of the 
ommittee be read. ; baat 

Mr. KEIFER. Let the report of the minority also be read. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to inquire of the Chair if it can be insisted 
y as a right that the reports shall be read? 

The SPEAKER. In view of the fact that the House will be called 
upon to vote on this election case, gentlemen might, perhaps, desire 
+o hear the reports on both sides read. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam very desirous a question of higher privilege 
should come before the House. 

fhe SPEAKER. This touches the right of a member to his seat 
and has been generally considered a question of the highest privilege. 

Mr. CONGER. I understood the Chair to state when the other 

yestion came up that he could not imagine a question of higher priv- 
lege than one affecting the election of the President of the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not been asked this morning to 
recognize any gentleman on that subject. 

Mr. CONGER. But at the adjournment yesterday the House was 
dividing on a proposition connected with that subject. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman in charge of that matter is not 
pressing it. That is all the Chair knows about it. 

Mr. CONGER. If it need any urging from this side of the Honse 

have him press it, I think he can have it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair himself would be inclined to consult 
th the gentleman and advise him to go on with it, if the gentleman 
m Michigan [Mr. CONGER] wants to have the individual opinion 
{ the Chair on the subject. 

Mr, SPARKS moved across the Hall toward Mr. CONGER’s seat. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope the church militant does not come over to 
this side for the purpose of provoking a quarrel with me. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPARKS, (returning to his seat.) I simply wanted to suggest 
to the gentleman that it was hardly senatorial to press this question 

ow. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPEER. In order to save time, I will withdraw the demand 
‘or the reading of the majority report. 

The SPEAKER. The demand for the reading of the report is with- 
arawn, 

Mr. SPEER. The case of the contestant, Mr. Yeates, has received, 
ud, a8 1 think, has merited the approval of the Committee on Elec- 
tons. I desire to say in the outset of my remarks, that judging from 
6 statements made on this floor yesterday the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. KEIFER] seems to be under an erroneous impression in regard to 
‘ie action of the majority of this committee about this report. Lit- 
rally the gentleman was accurate. All the members of the majority 
{the Committee on Elections did not affix their names to the majority 
teport; but that was owing to the accidental circumstance that they 
Were not all present when the report was adopted. The report as pre- 
sented by the majority is approved, and, as I think, earnestly ap- 
proved, by the majority of the Committee on Elections. I think that 
‘tis tight and impartial, and that its conclusions are sound in view 
of the law and the evidence. 

a veleve that if I can for a little while hold the attention of gen- 
——e to the consideration of the important matters in this case, I 
pe vue it clearly apparent that the contestant is entitled to the 
duet = is 7 controversy. It is difficult to argue these contested- 
a nine ‘ Th a as they are matters in which general interest is 
te ihereimaie - ore I beg leave to invoke the attention of the House 

This aon ion of the questions here involved. . 
day of Nover semen spent the election which was held on the Sth 
Carolina — er, 1878, in the first congressional district of North 
the eeonne be three candidates at that election: Mr. Yeates, 
Me, Semmes oun idate; Mr. Martin, the republican candidate; and 

Aieeconestid en the position of an independent republican. 
ouslating of ro ingt é votes the returning board of North Carolina, 
eral, and ive st ppveines, the secretary of State, the attorney-gen- 
Martin. the “i. ‘ate Senators, gave the certificate of election to Mr. 
“l vote  e Sitting member, in view of a narrow alleged majority of 
‘votes. The Commi Slecti “a «es > 

mmittee on Elections, on examination of the vote 
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and the poll and the returns of the several precincts which it will be 


necessary for us to consider, have reported that Mr. Yeates should be 


seated on an evident majority of 156 votes, if one view of the case is 
taken, and a majority of 92 votes if another view 1s taken. 


The first question to which I desire to call the attention of the 
House is the action of thecounty canvassing board in the poll of Prov- 
idence Township, in the county of Pasquotank. In that township Mr. 
Yeates received a majority of 39 votes. The election was a fair one: 
there were no charges ot fraud or mismanagement; there were n 
pretenses of intimidation there. Yet the canvassing board of that 
county refused to give to Mr. Yeates the 39 majority which had beer 
polled for him in that precinct. They based their refusal upon the 
ground that the judges of the election at that precinct appointed the 
registrar to carry upand deliver the returns to the county canvassing 
board. 

The contestee in his brief, page 29 of the record, admits that these 
39 votes ought not to be rejected. And the report of the minority of 
the committee, page 24, admits that this objection is not sufficient to 


justify the committee in rejecting the return of that township. But 


the minority insists that while they make that admission the contes- 
tee is entitled to a gain somewhere else; that is in Salem Township, 
which they allege was excluded for the same reason that Providence 
Township was excluded. Now, the most cursory consideration of the 
evidence in this case will dembdnstrate the fact that that conclusion is 
not warranted. 

Mr. KEIFER. It is stated in the record in exactly that way 

Mr. SPEER. If the gentleman will possess himself in patience, he 
will have full opportunity to reply tome. I think his remark is pred 
icated upon a misunderstanding of what I have said. 

Mr. KEIFER. No, sir. 

Mr. SPEER. The gentleman states, if Ido not misunderstand him, 
that it is stated in the record that the vote of Salem Township was 
rejected for the same reason that the vote at Providence Township 
was rejected. 

Mr. KEIFER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SPEER. Now, let us see what the record says. I oppose the 
record to the statement of the gentleman from Ohio. ‘The votes, as 
returned to the board of canvassers from the precincts of Salem and 
Providence, were not received and counted by the board on account 
of informality, and therefore not counted in the above statement.” 
What informality ? The same informality? Certainly not. It does 
not say that the vote of Salem Township was rejected for the same in- 
formality for which the vote of Providence Township was rejected. 
The only record on the subject, which I have just read, and which is 
taken from the certificate of B. F. Overman, the clerk of the board of 
county canvassers, fails to disclose what the informality was in either 
precinct. We have to go to the evidence elsewhere in the record to 
show what the informality was in either case. 

When we go to the record evidence in regard to Providence Town 
ship, we find that the informality was that the registrar carried up 
and delivered the returns to the county canvassing board. The mi- 
nority report itself states that that is not sufficient reason for reject 
ing the returns. When we go to the evidence in regard to Salem 
Township, we find a great many points of informality other than 
that mentioned in connection with Providence Township. 

Now, the committee is not asked to reject those votes at Salem 
Township ; 135 votes there had already been rejected by the proper 
election authorities of North Carolina; and in order to sustain the 
claim of gentlemen on the other side we are asked to overturn and 
set aside the action of the authorities of that State, and to do so 
without any sufficient evidence—indeed, in an entire absence of evi- 
dence going to show that that action ought to be set aside. 

One point of informality there is this: the evidence of the con- 
testee himself discloses the fact that the polls at Salem precinct were 
not opened until twelve o’clock in the day, when the law is manda- 
tory that they shall be opened at seven o’clock in the morning ; that 
before they were opened a large number of voters at that precinct 
had left ; that not more than one-half of the vote of the precinct was 
polled ; that there was no registrar appointed ; that officers who held 
the election were not sworn. The evidence discloses all of this in- 
formality with regard toSalem Township. Yet gentlemen would as 
sume that the only informality there was identical with the inform- 
ality at Previdence Township. 

Mr. Speaker, I have but to refer to the evidence in order to demon- 
strate that my statement is borne out and sustained. I refer to the 
evidence of James S. Wilcox on page 56’of the record. He says that 
he was present at Salem Township and acted as registrar. He is 
asked who was the regularly appointed registrar for Salem precinct 
for that election. He says that it was J. 8. Lister. He admits that 
he was appointed registrar by one F. M. Godfrey. He is asked, 
“What time were the polls opened?” He declares that the polls were 
not opened until twelve o’clock. He admits that he saw as many as 
twenty-five or thirty people who were prevented from voting at 
that precinct because of the failure to open the polls at the hour 
appointed by law. 

A Member. What hour is that? 

Mr. SPEER. Seven o’clock in the morning. The polls were not 
open until twelve o’clock. He is asked whether he was sworn as 
registrar for Salem precinct at that election; hesays he was not. He 
is asked whether the judges or inspectors of the election were sworn ; 
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from Brightliy’s Election Cases, page 257: 
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he other side perhaps failed to find this authority ; 
a distinction is drawn in the opinion of the mi- 

ty of the committee between failure to open the polls in the 
orning at the appointed time, and failure to keep them open at 
long as is required; but there being no difference in principle 


- 
the reasoning of the majority of the committee upon this subject is 
nanswerable. The report of the majority declares : 


* not, 


night so 


s indisputable, otherwise the door is opened for un- 
nstance, in a heated election, one party should by 
g its heavy vote until late in the afternoon, how 


» people. And, again, by refusing to open the polls at 
vy law in the forenoon of election day, and by delaying for three or 

| systematically challenging the voters, and consuming as much time 
h each voter, it would to procrastinate, so that the hour of 
l ve and a large vote remain unpolled 


are not confined to that objection as to the 
‘tion at Salem precinct. There were only two 
there, while the law of North Carolina is imperative that 
four inspectors of election, besides a registrar. The 
requires that the inspectors should be sworn. They were not so 
rn, but the sheriff, who acted as a mere intruder, presumed, out- 
‘f his limited powers, to administer the oath when he had no 
L0TITY To do so. 
rhe same argument which I have made in reference to the Salem 
precinct applies to South Mills precinct, which is considered imme- 
diately afterward in the report of the majority. 
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| or one which is from necessity more mandatory than this. 


At that precinct, as I | 
have stated, there were but two inspectors, when the law required four. | 
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On this subject the evidence is very plain. 
Sawyer, page 30, discloses he 
administered the oath to the 
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sir, when you take into consideration the evidence t 

his precinct was not opened until ten o’clock; when you tak 
together with the other facts I have stated, it is clear the 

a at precinct should have been rejected; and the authority 

that subject is very distinct and pertinent. 

I refer to the case of James Jackson against Anthony Wayne, (( 
tested-Election Cases,) decided in the year 1792. This case came » 
from Georgia. The law of Georgia required that three magistrates 
should preside in holding an election, and it was held that a ret 
by three persons, two of whom were not magistrates, was defecti' 
It issuperiluous to quote other authorities in support of this positio 

It is insisted in reference to this precinct that one of the two 
spectors who officiated was drunk, and the report shows by asingu 
infelicity that gentleman was made the special custodian of the ballot 
box. 

Bribery also is insisted upon; and on that point it becomes my d 
to quote from the testimony of the witness Barrington, page 3 
record: 

Q. Were you told by any one prior to the day of the election that Mr. K 
the republican executive committee of the State of North Carolina, was go 
send down #2,500 for electioneering purposes, and that a portion of that sun 
be sent to you ? 

A. Iwas. Iwastold by Joseph J. Martin that Mr. Kehoe was g 


to ser 
> 


down $2,500 to him (Martin) for electioneering purposes, and that he {Ma 
would send some of it to me, and wanted me to do all I could withit in bis interes 
But, sir, it is not necessary for the committee to dilate on this evi- 
dence. It is clear the polls were not opened in compliance with the 
law ; that the requisite number of inspectors had not officiated ; that 
those who did officiate were not sworn, and that but one-half of the 
And on that point let 


me again cite McCrary, that— 

Where the laws required the polls to be kept open until such an honr, and they 
were closed before that time, and it appeared that a full vote had not been cast 
the court held the election to be void, and rejected the return of the precinct 

The court held as follows: 

When an election is closed up one or two hours before the time, and it is mar 
ifest from the assessment there were numerous citizens who had not voted, and 
sufficient to have changed the result, we will, on this ground, set the election asid 
as utterly void. 

Here the polls were not opened until three hours after the 
provided by law, and here one-half of the registered vote was ! 
polled; and in view of these facts, this authority is in point and is 


time 


not 


t ow | controlling. 
ird of managers to defeat a man who otherwise | 


Now we come to Hamilton precinct, where the contestee receivec 
a majority of 64 votes, and I will limit my argument on this point te 
reading the report of the committee as applicable thereto: 

At Hamilton precinct likewise the contestee received a majority of 64 votes, 4 
the contestant objects to the vote being counted, for the reason that the contest 
acted as the registrar of the election. The law of North Carolina (laws of 18i0- 
section 5, page 517) is mandatory on this subject. It declares ‘‘ that no person \* 
isa annie for any office shall be a registrar, or judge, or inspector of ant ae 
It is impossible for us to conceive of a provision more distinct in its tem 
It is conceded by - 
contestee in his brief that he did for a time act as registrar at this precinct. © 
the interest of the purity of elections, the committee are compelled to reject 1 
vote of a precinct where a practice so reprehensible has been adopted by ae : 
ant of this honorable and responsible office. No man should be permitte - 
judge in his own case or take advantage of his own illegal act. The evidence wr 
to show that the conduct of Mr. Martin was justifiable, fair, and impartial : this 
acting in this important official character ; and even if it should be held t . o 
conduct on the part of the contestee did not of itself vitiate the result a his a 
at that precinct, it will be admitted that the contestee, who conducte a ee 
election in this way, must have affirmatively shown that no illegal advantage © 
taken because of his action. 


Mr. HOUSE. I would like to ask the gentleman whether any pre" 
was introduced on that subject? 
Mr. SPEER. There was some 
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testee’s Witnesses Who testified that they did not know of anything 
con: put the committee, or a majority of the committee, were of 
ee iniot that the contestee himself ought to have been and was a 
~ tent witness, and could have cleared up any doubt which might 
come existed ; having acted in the ‘apacity of registrar ot elections 
- 4 having discharged some of the duties of that position, the com- 
. ‘dan deemed that it was obligatory upon him to exonerate himself 
‘om any imputation of unfairness which might from that state of 
“#airs have rested in the minds of the committee. ; 
Mr, HUMPHREY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 


stion: 


° 

Mr. SPEER. Yes, sir. a 
Mr. HUMPHREY. Is not that raising rather a strong presumption 
inst a party who might not know anything of the rules of evidence? 
\(r, SPEER. I will state in reply to the gentleman that the con- 

“eo in this case is a distinguished lawyer of the State of North 
Carolina. He has been district attorney of that State, and it would 
. certainly a violent presumption to conclude that the gentleman 
did not know the rules of evidence sufficiently well to enable him to 
determine the fact whether or not he might be permitted to testify 
onder such circumstances. 
~ Mr, HUMPHREY. That may be very true, but it was hardly pro- 
per, it seems to me, for the gentleman to volunteer himself as a ready 

willing witness. In my judgment it would have been proper, and 


1 


ee = 


or . : ° . : 
eminently proper, for the committee, aware of the fact which is stated 
by the gentleman from Georgia, to have called him before them as a 
witness in a case of that kind. 


Mr. SPEER. I am not aware of any principle of evidence existent 
in North Carolina or existent here which would prevent a gentleman 
from testifying in a contested-election case in his own behalf, or 
which requires the committee to manage his case for him. If there 
is such a principle of evidence I have never met with it in my read- 
ing ee i, . aS 

We now come to Vandemere. At this precinct the polls were not 
opened until after eleven o’clock, or over four hours after the time 
fixed by the law. More than one-third of the voters at that precinct 
failed to vote, and a large number of them left the polling place be- 
fore the polls were open under the belief that no election was to be 
held. There the registrar of election himself admits in his testi- 
mony, aud though his mind seems to be not over clear on the subject, 
yet in substance he testifies that he did say there would be no elec- 
tion held there on that day because of the lateness of the hour. Over 
one-third of the voters at that precinct, as I have stated, did not 

ote. To apply the rule laid down by the leading authority on elec- 

ions in this country, Mr. McCrary, which I have quoted to these 
facts,it was obligatory upon the committee to reject this vote also. 

The contestee claims that he is entitled to 108 votes counted for 
him atthe Merry Hill precinct, and in that way to reduce the majority 
which this investigation has given to Mr. Yeates. This will not be 
seriously claimed, I apprehend, by any fair judicial mind on the com- 
nittee, even though it differs with the general conclusion reached by 
the majority. The reasoning on this subject is unanswerable. The 
law of North Carolina provides that the ballots shall be on white 
paper, and may be printed or written or partly written and partly 
printed, and shall be without device. These tickets contained a de- 
vice. An attempt has been made to meet the force of this statute by 
citing the case from Indiana on this same subject. But the reasoning 
of the report in reply to that is a suflicient refutation of that claim. 
I will read an extract from it: 

_ Under the Indiana statute the court say that the statute “ does not authorize the 
inspectors and judges to reject a ballot upon the discovery of such a mark or em- 
bellishment at the time of counting out the ballots which could not be seen by the 
inspectors at the time it was voted.’ The North Carolina statute is express that 
the ballots shall be without device, and that if the ticket shall have a device upon 
it, it shall not be numbered in taking the ballots, but shall be void. This difference 
in the statutes renders the Indiana decisions inapplicable, and the sole question is, 
are the words “republican ticket” on the inside of a ballot a device within the 
meaning of the North Carolina statute. With the policy of the statute we have 
lothing to co; one purpose of the statute may have been to prevent bystanders 
trom knowing from observation how the voters voted. No statute can altogether 
prevent this ; experts can easily distinguish between different kinds of white papers. 
and the printing of the ballots of the opposite parties would ordinarily be done at 
‘Nerent printing offices with different type and ink, and the arrangement of the 
mes of the — and of the office, the punctuation, and the place on the ticket 
* ie printed matter would ordinarily be different and apparent to a well-trained 
eve. The intention of the statute could be easily evaded if it did not also prescribe 
~ size of the ticket and the size of the type, which the North Carolina statute 
Hes hot done. Still the statute, such as it is, must be enforced, even if some pro- 


int eve been omitted that are necessary completely to appreciate its inten- 
lon . 








Another purpose of the statute may have been to compel, as far as is possible, the 
ik -—e selec t the persons he votes for independently of any contrivances on the 
“icket calculated to inform or misinform him of the opinions of the persons voted 
‘or, because devices are often contrived to mislead. Either way, we think that 


nd Whe eminently printed on a ticket and intended to designate or describe it, 
ial aoe have a distinct meaning in themselves, such as, if untrue, might mis- 
OA I 


toons Voter, and whether true or untrue would render the ticket easily dis- 
on eit, must be held to be a device within the meaning of the law. (McCrary 
si vections, § 401.) These votes were rejected by the State authorities, and we 
think rightfully, ; 
Phe Mr. Speaker, does the report of the minority of the committee 
cane ert that position? That report was prepared, I may be permit- 
og say, by the hand of a gentleman distinguished for his legal acu- 
hae} is knowledge of precedents and authorities, a gentleman who 
vine honored by an elevation to the supreme court of a State 

1 has honored itself in the selection made ; I refer to the distin- 


guished gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fretp.] That gentle 
man in his minority report does not ditfer from the views of the 
majority of the committee in reference to this matter. He says 

These votes were rejected by the State authorities and were not in led in Mr 
Martin's returned plurality We leave to the consideration of the H ther 
these votes should now be counted for Mr. Martin or not 

Sir, that is not a very decided denial coming from such strong stal 
wart authority. The gentleman, with the report of the majority of 
the committee before him, is silent upon that subject 

Mr. CHALMERS. Will the gentleman permit me to ask | a 
question : 

Mr. SPEER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I desire to ask the gentleman by whom that 
portion of the majority report was prepared which is printed in small 
type? 

Mr. SPEER. Iam not at liberty to disclose that fact. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I ask if that was not prepared by the same 
gentleman to whom he has just referred I have acopy of a report 
said to have been prepared by him, and that portion now appearing 
in the majority report in small type appears in that copy of the mimor- 
ity report, and my information was that the distinguished gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Fre_p] had prepared it. I desire to 
know if that is true or not. 

Mr. SPEER. Nothing, Mr. Speaker, can be inferred from my re- 
marks that will lead to the conelusion that the gentleman from Massa 
chusetts has devoted any portion of his time to the preparation of any 
other papers save the minority report printed by order of the House 
To that alone my remarks have been directed. It is sufficient for the 
purposes of my argument for me to say that that report does not con 
trovert the argument as made by the majority of the committee 
And in itself that fact should be sutlicient to satisfy any impartial 
judicial mind within the sound of my voice that the position as taken 
by the majority of the committee is sound and unanswerable. 

We now come down, sir, to a precinct which rejoices in the eupho 
nious name of Goose Nest. Here Mr. Martin claims that the action 
of the authorities of North Carolina should again be set aside, and 
that 154 votes should be counted for him. On what is that claim 
based? It is based upon the evidence of one W. A. Johnson, a swift 
witness—I may be permitted to say one of the swiftest witnesses 
whose testimony I have ever had the privilege of examining, either 
before this committee or elsewhere. What does W. A. Johnson say ? 
Mr. Johnson says in his testimony that he stood by and saw 15 





‘ ’ 
voters come up to vote for Mr. Martin; he inspected every one ot 
their ballots; he knew that all of those 154 voters would vote for 
Mr. Martin; and they were rejected by the board of inspectors ot 
that election. 

Now I sayon that subject that Johnson’s testimony is not credibl 
Why? G. C. Lamb, the register of deeds of that county where that 
precinct is located, is called. He testifies taking the list in his hand 
which Johnson has established and verified by his remarkable e\ 
dence ; he compares it with the registration list. When we take the 
testimony of Mr. Johnson we find Mr. Johnson says all these names so 
refused were called from the registration books of said precinct at 
the times those voters presented themselves to vote. We turn to Mr. 
Lamb’s testimony. He compares the registration book of Goose Nest 
precinct with that list as given by the testimony of Mr. Johnson, 
and they do not correspond. That evidence affords a very material 
difference. 

What is the conclusion? Mr. Johnson, whose evidence is the only 
evidence on which the contestee bases his claim that the action of a 
board consisting of two republicans and two democrats shall be set 
aside, that gentleman has willfully sworn falsely to a material fact. 
Well, what is the legal conclusion? False in one thing false in all. 
A witness who swears falsely to a material fact cannot be credited at 
all. That rule of evidence is applicableeverywhere; it is applicable 
in every court in every State of this Union, and it is applicable on 
the floor of this House. 

Now, sir, I invoke another rule of evidence as applicable to that pre 
cinct. It was incumbent on Mr. Martin to provide the best evidence 
of which the nature of the case would admit. Where are these 154 
voters? Why were they not called? Not one of them was called as 
awitness. Where were they? They were there in that precinct, all 
residents there; yet not one of these men was brought up to testify 
that his vote was illegally rejected by that board and that if he had 
not been rejected he would have voted for Mr. Martin. The commit- 
tee, therefore, in view of that failure of evidence do not think they are 
justified in overturning the action of the board of the judges of elec- 
tion in that county, and giving Mr. Martin 154 votes on the testi- 
mony, the unsupported testimony, of this swift witness, W. A 
Johnson. 

Now, sir, why were any votes rejected at that precinct? They wer 
rejected because they were registered in another precinct, and be 
cause when these persons went to vote at Goose Nest precinct they 
did not comply with the law of North Carolina that they should fu: 
nish evidence that their registration was changed to that precinct 
in order to make their votes valid. Theycame up without complying 
with the law. That law had been made public. It was recognized 
by every veter who did vote. Every man whose vote was rejected 
was rejected because of a failure tocomply with that law. This law 
was construed by the board of managers both in receiving the votes 
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and in consolidating the returns for that county. These managers 

were equally republicans and democrats; and yet the committee is 

called upon to set aside the action of that board upon the unsup- 
ported testimony of W.A.Johuson. The committee declines to doit. 

To sum up the argument: this gives Mr. Yeates 39 votes which 
were illegally taken from him in Providence Township, and which 
the contestee admits were illegally taken. It deprives Mr. Martin 
of the illegal votes in the precincts I have mentioned wherever they 
have been demonstrated to have been illegal by the evidence under 
the law. It refuses to support his monstrous claims for 135 votes in 
Merry Hill precinct and 154 at Goose Nest precinct. And an easy 
calculation will give an honest majority of 156 votes to Mr. Yeates, 
and he therefore is entitled to his seat. 

In conclusion I desire to say for myself that I have not looked at 
this evidence in any partisan light. No gentleman on the floor of 
this House can truthfully accuse me of being a partisan. On every 
question that has come before the Committee on Elections where the 
rights of republicans were proven and demonstrated by the law and 
the evidence my vote is uniformly recorded for them. On the Don- 
nelly-Washburn case I voted as I thought was right. On the Mason- 
Dufiy case, on the Loring-Boynton case, on the Bisbee-Hull case, on 
the McCabe-Orth case, and on the Iowa cases my votes have been 
everywhere recorded according to what I thought was right and 
proper in behalf of the republicans. 

In this case I think the right is with Mr. Yeates. Independent in 

all things, I desire to maintain that right, and I declare that under 
the law and the evidence he is entitled to his seat as a member of 
this House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to say that two hours will be yielded to 
gentlemen on the other side, to be controlled by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. FIELD. ] 

Mr. KEIFER. What is the suggestion of the gentleman ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is that two hours will now be yielded to gen- 
tlemen on the other side, to be controlled by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [ Mr. FIeExD. ] 

Mr. KEIFER. By whom will it be yielded? 

Mr. SPRINGER. By this side of the House. 

Mr. KEIFER. By you? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman had better first obtain the two hours 
to yield. He has one hour which he can take care of himself. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I donot understand the remark of the gentle- 
man. To what does he refer? 

Mr. KEIFER. My remark is that the gentleman from [llinois does 
not control the time of this House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If the gentleman does not desire any time I will 
move the previous question. 

Mr. KEIFER. I say that the gentleman does not control the time 
of this House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. STEVENSON.) The Chair will say 
that this discussion is entirely out of order. The present occupant 
of the chair has not been advised of any agreement in regard to the 
time to be occupied in the discussion of this case. 

Mr. KEIFER. When this matter closed yesterday—if the Chair 
will look to the record of the proceedings of yesterday he will dis- 
cover that the Speaker of the House then in the chair said that no 
arrangement at all had been made in regard to the time to be occu- 
pied in the consideration of this case. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have not said that any arrangement was made. 

Mr. KEIFER. Then by what rule does the gentleman from IIli- 
nois rise in his place and say “‘ we will now yield two hours to the 
other side?” , 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think the uniform rule in matters of this kind 
has been that the committee reporting in any case controls the 
debate on it in the House. That has been the rule ever since I have 
been a member of this House. We have now taken nearly one hour 
on this side of the question. In order that the other side may have 
. fair opportunity to be heard, I have stated tothem that they might 
now proceed for two hours to argue this case. What will take place 
after that I have not presumed to state and will not now state. 

Mr. KEIFER. If I understand the gentleman 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will give way for a 
moment. The Chair is advised that no arrangement was made on 
yesterday in regard to the time to be occupied in the discussion of 
this case. The Chair will therefore recognize the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. KEIFER] as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KEIFER. Ido not ask to be recognized at this time; other 
gentlemen are entitled to preference in that respect. 

Mr. SPEER. I think the remark of the chairman of the Committee 
on Elections [Mr. SPRINGER] was simply in accordance with the cus- 
tom heretofore followed in this House of allowing the discussion to 
alternate between the different sides of the House. We on this side 
have now occupied an hour, and if gentlemen on the other side choose 
to do so they can take two hours, and then we will take an hour. 
Phat statement was made without any view of closing the debate. 

Mr. KEIFER. I suppose that is what was meant by the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER. ] 

Mr. MCMAHON. I think the remark of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. SPRINGER ] amounts to a notice to the other side of the House 
that after three hours further debate he will take the floor and call 








the previous question on thiscase. There isnothing unusual jy 
and it is only fair to the other side of the House that ah 3 
should be given. It is no effort to control the time for debs = 
cause if the House at the end of that time does not want to a 
to vote upon this case, all it has to do is to vote down the a 
the previous question. I think the gentleman from Ohio [ = 
has been in this House long enough to know that such has bee 
practice. 


Mr. KEIFER. I understood the remark of the gentlema: 


Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] in the same way in which my Collearne 
; gu 


McMAHON] puts it. Ican only say that he was unfortunate 
manner of expression. : 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. This debate is out of order 
object to it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is in order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the gent] 
from Massachusetts [Mr. FreLp] as entitled to the floor for one 

Mr. SPRINGER. [ have a right to explain my position. Th, 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. FIELD] stated yesterday that 
hours would be a fair time for the discussion of this case. I } 
that at this late stage of the session the House would be , 
injustice to itself and to the other business before it by consum 
longer time than four hours in the discussion of this case. Wit 
view of terminating the debate within that time, I madethe annoy 
ment that I did when I first arose. I believe it is fair; gentlem 
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the other side must admit it to be fair; and upon the fairness and 


impartiality of that statement I stand. 
Mr. FIELD. Mr. Speaker, I stated yesterday that my per 
opinion was that four hours before the calling of the previous 


tion and one hour afterward—the whole time to be equally divid 


between the persons holding opposite opinions—would be, in the 


sona 

ques- 
led 
State 


of business before the House, a reasonable time for this debate, but 
that I could not bind this side of the House if objection was made: 
and objection was made. I therefore take the floor for one honr i: 


my own right, under the recognition of the Chair. 

This election in North Carolina was, speaking in general ten 
fair andhonestelection. Ifany gentlemen have any imagination 
there was intimidation, violence, or fraud in the general condu 
that election, they are mistaken. The conduct of the people, the 
duct of the election officers, the conduct of the candidates, spea 


ns, a 
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ct of 
con- 
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in general terms, has been honest, fair, and in every respect commend- 


able. It is therefore an election contest to be determined wit 
any feeling whatever derived from extraneous sources—to be d 
mined by a careful examination of the facts and the law. 


Now a few general considerations. It is not disputed by any! 


that Mr. Martin received a plurality of the votes actually cast 
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. It 


is not disputed by anybody that Mr. Martin received a plurality of 


the votes actually returned and canvassed, and found by the ele: 
authorities of the State of North Carolina to be entitled to be cou 
and returned for him. It is not contended that any person vote 
that election who was not entitled to vote. Therefore there a1 
fraudulent votes to be deducted on either side. It is not conte: 
that any person entitled to vote was refused the right to vote, ex 


nted 
“la 
re n 
ided 


cept 


in the case of Goose Nest precinct, where from 120 to 150 voters fo1 
Mr. Martin were for reasons which I shall hereafter explain exclude: 


It is contended that 39 more votes than were returned for Mr. Y« 
were cast and should be counted for him. ‘This is all the add 
that anybody contends should be made to Mr. Yeates’s returned \ 
But if these 39 votes be added to his returned vote, they do not 


him. It is contended that Mr. Yeates has suffered somewhat by 


in opening the polls incertain precincts. The reasons of that « 
and its effect upon the election I shall discuss hereafter; but i 
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the injury that Mr. Yeates proves that he received from that delay be 


allowed in his favor, if all the votes of all the persons who w 
have voted for him but forthat delay be added to his vote, this 
not elect him. 


ou 
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Therefore, to elect Mr. Yeates, deductions must be made from vote: 


actually cast for Mr. Martin—actually returned, actually canva 
and actually counted for him—not a deduction of votes of voters 
were not entitled to vote, but a throwing out of whole precin 


ssea, 
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ts 


which Mr. Martin had a majority, by reason of some alleged informalit) 


in holding the election or in the appointment or qualification of 
officers of the election or some delay in opening the polls. Now 


main ground upon which this is attempted to be done is in con 


» ull 


nse- 


quence of a delay in opening the polls in certain precincts. The elec’ 


of this delay was not in any precinct to make the time of the 
tion so short that all persons who desired to vote could not « 
for in every case where there was delay there was ample tim 


everybody to vote who desired to vote; and everybody who desir 


‘ . . . a aol > 
to vote did vote. There is no case in which the polls were ciose: 
soon. In every case it was a delay in opening the polls; and 
delay in every case was occasioned by a conformity, or attem 
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conformity, to the laws of North Carolina. It was not an arbitrary 


delay, but a delay necessary to comply with the laws of that 5 
Now, in general terms the laws of North Carolina in referen 
this subject are these: the board of justices of the peace of the co 
appoint a registrar, who is the presiding officer of the election. 
board of justices of the peaee also appoint four judges of elec 
two of whom shall be of a different political party from the regs 
If the registrar refuses or neglects to attend on the morning of 


tate. 
6 tO 
unty 
This 
tion, 
trar. 
elec 








n the board of justices of the peace of the township appoint 
- and if the judges of election refuse or neglect to attend 
election, the registrar appoints the judges. In every 


sjon, the 
registrar; 4 
n the day of ‘ L { 
“ea in which this delay occurred it happened that either the regu- 


a anpointed registrar was not present or all of the judges were 
present, and some delay was inevitably occasioned by getting 


( 
I . 2 


tard of justices of the peace together to appoint a registrar, or 
a delay was occasioned by the registrar appointing from the voters 
- of election to serve in the place of those who were absent. In 
rc case where the delay occurred there was no abandonment of 
‘he election; it was a continuous attempt to get the board of elec- 
. officers full and to go on with the election. In every case in | 
oh a person left before this board was organized, he knew, or might 
» known, that the attempt was going forward to hold the elec- 
vnd that in all probability the attempt would be successful and 
ejection would be held, and as these ‘are all small country pre- 
wets, that ample time and to spare would be given to every man to 
cate who desired to vote. 
Now, in the first place, before I consider this election in its details, 
eet call attention to a few considerations of public policy. If it 
be he ld by this House that in North Carolina, whose laws provide for 
-he filling of vacancies in the election officers on the day of election, 
which must necessarily take some time, it being implied that the time 
necessary to fill such vacancies shall be taken on that day, for it can- 
not be done beforehand—if this House holds that delays so occasioned, 
which work no injury to anybody except by requiring the voters to 
wait until these vacancies are filled, render the whole election at that 
nrecinet void, a temptation is held out to the minority in every pre- 
~inet tooccasion such a delay. 
It would be possible under such a holding for a minority in any 
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| the difficulty in this precinct. 





yrecinct to occasion a delay by the two judges of that minority being 
absent, so that in that event the majority, however large, would be 
altogether thrown out and destroyed. It is not good policy in con- 
struing the election laws of aState to so construe them that a minority 
n any precinct can have it at their own will to destroy the votes of 
the voters of that precinet, and any such effect ought, if possible, to 
hye avoided. 

It is, as has been said, plainly the intention of the laws of North 
Carolina that there shall be and must be some delay in filling these 
-acancies, for the laws have made no provision for filling them before 
the day of election, and it cannot be known until after seven o’clock 
in the morning ofthat day whether the regularly appointed officers 
will appear or not, and therefore delay is contemplated by the law. 
It is one which the law necessarily implies, and where the delay in 
pening the polls is nothing more than the law contemplates and 
where it has worked no injury to anybody except to compel a voter 
to wait until the vacancies are filled, I say such a delay is in accord- 
wnce with law and does not at all vitiate the election. 

Inthe third place,in reference to this whole subject of not opening the 
pollssoonenough,or closing the polls too soon, every single case known 
tome except the case in Pennsylvania, depended upon closing the 
polls too soon. Every single case which has been decided that I know 
f, except the case of Pennsylvania, and that is not a decision, be- 

wise it is held in that case that the specifications of the petition 

‘vere not sufficient to enable them to consider the question, and so it 
s mere dictum on a petition not set out in which the laws of the State 
ere entirely different and the reasons for delay not given at all—I 
say every case known to me in which either an election has been de- 
lared void or the vote of the precinct has been thrown out las been 
when the poll has been closed too soon. 

And there is a reason for that. Every voter has the right to sup- 
pose that the polls will be kept open until the regular hour of closing, 
ind he has a right to refrain from going to the polls until a reason- 
able time of that hour, and if he is cut off from voting by reason of 
‘he polls closing too soon, he is deprived of a right he has. 

_ But there is no right under the Constitution and laws either of the 
uited States or of North Carolina that a voter shall be able to de- 
sit his vote the moment he goes to the polls. It isenough for him 

‘hat during the legal hours when the poll must be kept open he has 

sulicient time and opportunity to deposit his vote. And no case can 
shown, I am satisfied, in which under any such circumstances as 

‘hese the vote of the precinct has been thrown out. And it would 

ve manifestly unjust toeverybody to throw it out ; and it would occa- 

v1! injustice and wrong in any election to be held in the State of 

‘orth Carolina, for some delay in any precinct in which the regularly 
\ppointed officers do not appear is inevitable. 
sew, Mr. Speaker, having made these general observations, I will | 
sk the House to consider this case in its details. And first I will 
ousider the case of South Mills precinct which has been thrown out 
Y Majority of the committee, and in which Mr. Martin received a 

plurality of 64 votes, 

The law of North Carolina requires the polls shall be opened at 
seven o'clock and closed by sunset. In this precinct of South Mills | 
a poll was opened at nine and a half or between nine and ten o'clock. | 
“He Teasons why the polls were not opened earlier are given by the | 
‘egistrar in these words: , 
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wa ane . . . 
~ hot opened earlier, first, because the inspectors were not present ; second, 
48 RO one present to qualify them; and, third, we had no house in which to 


Old the election. 
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nregard to the house, that does not appear further in the case, and | 
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I suppose one was seasonably obtained, but the difficulty of obtain- 
ing inspectors, by which is meant judges, and of qualifying them, is 
It ought to be observed that the 
voters have nothing to do with the appointment of these oflicers and 
no control over their appointment. They have nothing to do with 
the qualification of these officers, and no control over their qualifica- 
tions. Ordinarily they appear there and find certain persons holding 
the election with the books. They go up and deposit their ballots 
and then go off, and suppose, and have a right to suppose, from the 
appearances that the election is being regularly held. 

One moment on what is known as the law of de facto officers and 
the validity of the acts of de facto officers so far as the public is con- 
cerned. In courts of law the acts of de facto officers are valid so far as 
the public is concerned. The question of de jure right is only ex- 
amined on some proceeding by the Commonwealth or State to try 
the title to the office. The de facto officer is one who is in by color 
of appointment or election, and who is publicly exercising the duties 
of the office. Any person so found anywhere publicly exercising the 
duties of an office, apparently in by color of authority, may act upon 
the application of any other person upon matters within the jurisdic- 
tion of the office, and these are valid acts as between strangers. This 
doctrine has arisen in courts of law where an officer was not sworn 
or was not sworn according to law, yet his acts are held to be valid. 

*arties before him, if a judge, cannot know whether he is sworn or 
not. He isin by color of appointment or an election and publicly 
exercising the duties of the office, and his public acts, so far as the 
public are concerned, are valid. 

Now, when you come to apply the law of defective appointment 
or defective qualification to elections of officers, there are many rea- 
sons why it should be applied liberally. Ina court where the bench 
and the bar are highly trained in their profession, there may be some 
reason why astrict compliance with technicalities should be required, 
and some knowledge or diligence demanded which is not expected of 
other persons who are not so trained. But in an election you are 
dealing with a great body of the people, who are voters; you are 
dealing with all degrees of intelligence, and dealing with persons of 
all sorts of pursuits, many of whom are not educated in the law, and 
the object of an election is to obtain an expression of the will of 
these persons in reference to candidates for office. Thatisall. And 
when you have got that, and are satisfied that you have it correctly, 
fairly, and honestly given, the formality or informality in the absence 
of fraud in the appointment of the officers who have conducted the 
election is not a matter of the substance of the election itself, and 
ought not to invalidate the act of the voter. 

There is so much authority of reason for this that it is not worth 
while to cite any cases. 

What, then, are the facts in regard to South Mills precinct? There 
was a regularly appointed registrar; there were two of the regularly 
appointed judges of election, and two were absent. Mr. Pritchard 
was appointed one of the inspectors or judges by the registrar, and 
did serve for a short time, when Kenneth R. Sawyer took his place 
and served, as the registrar thought, until the close of the election, 
but as Sawyer himself has sworn, until a half hour of sundown ; and 
Sawyer is probably correct. There was then a registrar and two 
inspectors of election present during the whole election, and a third 
inspector who was present—either Pritchard or Sawyer—until one- 


| half an hour before the close of the polls. 


It becomes important to consider as a matter of law if we assume 
in this case, and it is a concession to the argument of the gentleman 
from Georgia, that this election was held by only a registrar and two 
judges. Whatisthe effectofit? They were the regularly appointed 
registrar and the regularly appointed judges. The statutes of North 
Carolina make the registrars and judges of election an election board. 
Section 20 of chapter 275 of the acts of 1876 and 1877, provides that 
when an election shall be finished the registrars and judges of elec- 
tion, in the presence of such of the electors as may choose to attend, 
shall open the box, count the ballots, and read aloud the names of per- 
sons who shall appear on each ticket. I will read the statute: 

When the election shall be finished, the registrars and judges of election, in pres 
ence of such of the electors as may choose to attend, shall open the boxes and count 
the ballots, reading aloud the names of the persons who shall appear on each ticket ; 
and if there shall be two or more tickets rolled up together, or any ticket shall con- 
tain the names of more persons than such elector has a right to vote for, or shall 
have a device upon it, in either of these cases such tickets shall not be numbered 
in taking the ballots, but shall be void, and the said counting of votes shall be con 
tinued, without adjournment, until completed and the result thereof declared. 


a? 


There is another section of the statute, which at this moment has 
escaped me, which provides that the registrar and judges of election 
shall superintend the election—— 

Mr. MANNING. If the gentleman will permit me, I will state that 


| he will find it in section 9. 


Mr. FIELD. I have before me section 9. 

Mr. MANNING. It is about the middle of the section. 

Mr. FIELD. I will read section 9. I am very much obliged to 
the gentleman from Mississippi for calling my attention to it. Sec 
tion 9 provides: 

That the said judges of eleetion shall attend, &c., and they, together with the regis 
trars for such precinct or township, &c., shall open the polls and superintend the 
same until the close of the election, &c. 

It is then established that the registrar and judges of election 
shall together constitute a board for opening the polls, superintend- 
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and opening tue ballot-boxes 


ing the election until its close ng and at 
the end counting the votes. 

Now, on general princi 
majority of that board form a quorum, and can act with the full 
authority of the board. But in North Carolina it is not left to the 


general principle of lax 


ples of law, when a board 1s cons ituted, a 





Chapter 10+, Battle’s Revised Laws of North Carolina, section 2, 
clause 2, is: 

All words purporting to give a joint authority to three or more public officers or 
other persons shall be construed as giving s h authority to am of such off 
cers or other persons, uniess it sha e OLherwise expressly deciared JAW giv 
ing the authorit 

Now, here is a board of five persons to superintend the election, 
count the ballots, and so forth, three of v hom are confess dly pres- 
ent the whole time. 

Mr. MANNING. May I ask the gentleman a questio 


Mr. FIELD. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MANNING. What does the gentlema 


; ; wuss 
n mean by “and so forth? 








He says, superintend the election, count the bal _and so forth. 
What act is to be pe rformed by the registrar or ji 1dge of election alter 
the ballot is counted? Is it to certify the return 

Mr. FIELD. I understand so. I shall endeavor to speak of that 
hereafter. 5 

Mr. MANNING. I wish to call the gentleman’s attention to his 
error just there, which I think is an important one, I supposed the 
rentleman was of that impression; but where he stopped reading 

7 1} } _ } . 

om sectiol ¢ oment a , Le ii iil th VOTUS ¢ 
{rom section v, a moment ro he w | tind nese word 

They shall keep poll-! ~ w ( entered the name ¢ person 
who shall vote, and at close « > e judges « ec —_ 

Mark you,1 tt dgwes ¢ elec ( togeti v t the re strar 
but— 
the judges of election ill certify the same over t r proper signatures— 

The signatures 0 the judges— 
und deposit them with the register of deeds for safe keeping 

Mr. FIELD. That is not the return which goes to the county can- 


vassing ofticers. 

Mr. MANNING. And where is the gentleman's authority for the 
certificate of the registrar in connection with the judges ? 

fr. FIELD. The poll books go to the register of deeds. But so 
far as South Mills is concerned, it is not one of the issues of this con- 
test that the return was not proper ‘ly certified to the county canvass- 
ing board. There is no such issue in the cause. But in one or two 
other cases there is a certificate of the h I notice 
is signed by the registrar and the judges of election, from which I in- 
ferred that it was the duty, as understood in North Carolina, of the 
registrar and judges of election to sign those returns. 

I also call the attention of the gentleman from Mississippi to sec- 
tion 38 of the same statute, which he read, which is in these words: 


> pre cinct officers whit 





Any registrar or judge or judges of election appointed under the provisions of 





this chapter, or any county canvassers or commissioners or register of deeds 
clerk or sheriff, failing or neglecting to make the returns and perform the duties 
required ot him by this chapter, for the non-perf 1ance of whicl penalty has 
been hereinbefore imposed, shall be fined, &« 

That distinctly implies that it is the duty of the registrar as well 


as of the to make returns, as well as perform other 


duties ; and the only copy of a precinct return in this case has the 
name of the registrar as well as of the judge of elections signed to it. 
Section 8 also makes provision for the registrars and judges acting 
together in determining challenges. But I have almost forgotten 
where I was in m y argument as to this South Mills precinct. 

Mr. MANNING. I shall not interrupt you again. 

Mr. FIELD. It was a very kind interruption. 

Mr. MANNING. Iwasa 
not press it. 

Mr. FIELD. So much, then, for the fact that this election board 
was not full. There is no suggestion or evidence in the case that the 
votes were not actually cast as returned; not a particle of evidence ; 
nothing of that kind. It is proposed to throw out this precinct on 
the ground that the board was not properly constituted. 

Mr.CALKINS. Willthe gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. FIELD. Yes, sir 

Mr.CALKINS. You have read from Battle’s Revised Laws of North 
Carolina all the words purporting to give a joint authority, &c. Do 
I understand your position is that a majority of the board having 
acted the return is therefore good ? 

Mr. FIELD. Certainly; that they are one board for this business. 
For certain other purposes it is possible that they are to be distin- 
guished; but they are put together as one board for opening the poll, 
superintending the election, opening the ballot-boxes, counting the 
vote, and, as I believe, for making the return of the votes. 

Now, the next issue in this precinct—and I am speaking longer, or 
shall if I go on in this way, than I meant 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. STEVENSON. 
request that he shall not be interrupted ? 

Mr. FIELD. Ido not make that request. The interruptions have 
been very kind and only elucidate the case. 

The next issue in evidence, for it is not in the notice of contest in 
this precinct, is that a Mr. Overton, one of the judges, was drunk. 
There is no testimony that he was drunk. I do not understand the 
habits of the people of North Carolina very well, and have no reflec 


judges of election 


} , ‘ l- « m « Yr ’ + ’ lhe hall 
bout to ask you another question, but shall 





Does the gentleman 


| 
E 


‘ 
SO 















tions to make on the people of that State. But Mr. Overt 
present to defend himself against charges, and I do not wich + 
any farth her than the evidence, oe 

The testimony is that Mr. Overton was under the intluence os 
ituous liquors; and that is all the testimony in the case. exces. 
testi nony of Mr. Barrington, in regard to whom there is we aaa 
mony about his reputation for veracity, which testimony ] will . 
in a: moment. Overton seems t » have been active in the disi a 
his du ties so far as you can glean from the testimony. Barring 
in regard to whom there is some dispute about ver Lcity z%., 
a partisan of Respass, and who was a mula Ler 
more trouble in this election than anybody else, because } 
ting up a bolt in the republican aes fo te y etl f aie ee 
be to elect my friend Mr. Yeates, testifies in regard t t gs z 
as follows: 

Q. W as the receiver of the ballots so muc —_ 
was unable to attend to the cischarge of his duties at the polls 

A. He "atald at the polls, but I thir he was t drun! 
that day 

That is the only place where the word * drunk” o 

. Do you know that he did not discharge the« 

x I do not 

Q. Was ischarge « p 5 
the pol Ss ie da 

A. He 

That i this whole of Barrington’s staten So 1S : x 
saw him he was in the proper discharge of his duties: that : 

i , 4 Aa 

too drunk to attend to them is a thought or an imagination 
And no other person puts it stronger than that he was under t 
tluence of spirituous liquors. But it is plai 16 testin 
he was in the performance of his duties actively, so far as \ 
gather the facts from it, during the day 

W hether it is quite safe in administering the laws of North Car 
lin: to invalidate the acts of the people there because one of ; 


election ofiicers smelt of whisky on election day, I must 
gentlemen who are more familiar than I am with the pub] 
of that State. [ Laughter. 

The next objection to South Mills precinct in evidence, | 
the notice of contest, is that there was an adjournment for d 
It has been settled over and over again that in these country distr 
where there is ample time and more for eve rybody to vote, wher 
adjournment for dinner is nonenenne s taken and sometimes not— 
I fancy it is fr — ntly taken by people who are ac: 


ustomed t 


} ’ 
in the middle « ne eas adjournments do not invalic i 
7 t 
election. y 
rT’ sal } ae + + 
The next objection in evidence but not in the notice of contest 


} 


that this Mr. Overton, when they adjourned for dinner, took the bal 
box, locked it, took the key and carried the box to the house of M 
Spence, who is a democrat, and wa 10 was the registrar at that ele 
and who probably went with Mr. Spence to dinner and put t the 
box in an unoccupied room of Spence’ residence, loc h 
ind the ballot-box remained there while they were at di ner for a 
hour, and then he took the box and carried it back to th 
voting. That was a very reasonable and proper prec 
Mr. Spence testified : 





Q. Do you believe that the ballot-box was safe from int u 
adjournment for dinne1 

A. Ido 

He al this t 

1€ aiso gives tis Testimony 

Q. Has it not always been customary here to adjourn the voting at 
dinner ? 

A. Sometimes they adjourn for dinner and sometimes they d 


There is no evidence or suggestion in this case that the ballot-box 
was tampered with in the least particular. That is all ther 
South Mills precinct, but it is ou these grounds that, although 
democratic State authorities of North Carolina counted the vote 0 
that precinct for Mr, Martin, it is here proposed to throw it out 
to deduct 64 votes from the returned vote of the sitting member 
The next precinct is Vandemere precinct. These are all small p 
cincts, where everybody knows everybody. In the \ Vandemer pr 
cinct Mr. Yeates received 31 votes and Mr. Martin received 71 votes 
the majority for Mr. Martin being 40. Here the polls were not opene 
until eleven o’clock and fifteen minutes. The reason given wast 
it took until th at time to get enough men from both sides to serve 4 
inspectorsof elections. Mr. Holton, the registrar, puts the opening ° 
the polls at near eleven; Mr. Gatlin puts it at eleven o'clock anc! 
teen minutes. That is the only i cti on to this poll. What 1 ha 
said about the delay in opening the polls at South Mills app 
this case 
If it be comes important in any event to determine how many ‘ - 
Mr. Yeates lost by reason of voters being unwilling to wait unt 








polls were opened, it may be said that one man supposes about t 
or fifteen: another about six; Mr. McCotter says five. Fight w 
nessses in all are produced who swore that they either left or did net 
go to the polls under the belief that no election wor uld be held, aud 
th at they would have voted for Mr. Yeates. 7 
In regard to the South Mills precinct, so far as I ren nember, the! 


is no evidence of any particular person who left the polls, or did 2 


s+ OR! 
go to the polls, and who would have voted for Mr. saeeet val a 
but one such person. Now, if these eight persons in the Vandemé! 


precinct, 


> 2 evi 
all the persons in regard to whom there is any definite ¢ 








1881. 


sonce that Mr. Yeates suffered by reason of the delay in opening the 
—_ and the one vote at South Mills were added to his vote, still it 
Ped not elect him. ; : ’ 2 J 
"rhe next precinct 13 Hamilton precinct, in regard to which the 
% eva ig made that Mr. Joseph J. Martin acted as registrar in “ check- 
pa | the names of persons who presented themselves to vote and 
rs other and like duties of that office.” Now as this is a matter 
hich in some respects affects the conduct of the Sitting member, I 
cil] read the whole evidence in the case, as it is short, so that gen- 
‘omen may determine for themselves what he did, whether it affected 
aa? lection and whether it had any such effect on the election as to 
the oie the whole vote. First I read the deposition of Justus Everitt: 
' peters 3 Everitt, being duly sworn, says, in response to the following question 
in vate whether you were present at the election in Hamilton, in Martin County, 
. - Carolina, on the Sth day of November, 1878, at w hich election Jesse J. Yeates 
Nort toseph J. Martin were candidates for a seat in the present Congress of the 
‘ and what acts, if any, the said Martin did in reference to the con- 


ed States, . : : 
—s State fully his acts and conduct at said elec- 


+ and managing said election. 





[ was there a part of the time, and Mr. Martin was also present and had 
of the registration books, and had charge when I left, which was in a few 
Cross-examined ‘ 

What Mr. Martin did, was it done in the presence of the poll-holders 


oO 
\. It was ; as 
a Did Mr. Martin act corruptly 
A, Not that I know of. 


"a ¢ Yeo dn « lit) . Satna ts 
[ought to state that there are poll-books in addition to registration 
hooks. The registration books contain the names of those who are 
registered, and the poll-books contain the names of those who vote. 
I read next the deposition of J. G. Carraway: 
ToxaTHAN G. CARRAWAY, being duly sworn, says, in response to the following 
question in writing : 
*'O. State whether you were present at the election held in Hamilton, in Martin 
Count th Carolina, on the 5th day of November, 1878, at which election Jesse 
T. Yeates and Joseph J. Martin were candidates for a seat in the present Congress 
e United States, and what acts, if any, the said Martin did in reference to the 
‘ting or managing said election. State fully his acts and conduct at said 








e.ecu he 

A, Iwas present on the day of election spoken of; Mr. Martin was prams 
round the polls, and I saw him check off some of the registered names of voters 
hey voted; and my impression is that at one time he came around the counter 
re the judges of election were, and while on the side of the counter where the 
“es of election were I think he did not check off any names while there; and 
he checked off names he was on the side of the counter where the people came 
» to vote. 
Farther this deponent saith not 








Cross-examined : 
(0), How many names did Mr. Martin check off the poll-book 
\, Lean’t say positively, but I think he checked off some forty or fifty. 
(). Was the checking off done in the presence of the poll-holders 
\. [think it was, or a majority of them. 
(). Did Mr. Martin act corruptly in checking off the names? 
Not that I know of. 
(. Who received the votes 
W. K. Gladson. ; 
(). Was any man’s name deposited in the box before his name was checked off 
of the poll-book ? 
{. None that I know of 
(). Were you one of the judges at said election 
A, Iwas acting as registrar for Mr. Justus Everitt, who was the legal yappointed 
registrar, 
(), Was the election conducted fairly 
A. So far as I know. 
(The counsel for the contestant objects to the above upon the ground that it is 
going into new matter.) 
(). What party do you belong to? 
A, To the national democratic party 
(. Who did you vote for? 
A. I voted for Jesse J. Yeates. 
The counsel for the contestant objects to the two above questions upon the 
of grounds of the first objection, as being immaterial or irrelevant.) 

_.Q. How was the party divided of those votes that was checked off by Mr. Mar- 
01 A. I don't know. 

Now the statute of North Carolina provides that no person who is 

a candidate for any office shall be a registrar, or a judge, or an in- 

spector of elections. 

: Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Willthe gentleman permit me to ask 
him a question ? 
Mr, FIELD. Certainly. 
= _ Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. What excuse did Mr. Martin render 
| ‘or being there and acting in that capacity ? 

Pn FIELD. He has not rendered any ; he has not testified in the 
ase, 
‘ Now, Mr. Martin was not appointed to either of these offices. So 
iad as appears, all the offices—namely that of registrar and those of 
a 7 ses of election—were filled. It seems that Mr. Martin did not act 
‘h eo ; that the election was fairly conducted ; that he took no 

- in receiving votes or keeping the poll-book; and there is no evi- 
ro that any person was permitted to vote who was not entitled 
ine poe that any person entitled to vote was prevented from vot- 
8) 0r that any votes were improperly received or counted, or that 


= a conduct had any effect whatever upon the election. In 
ore sles me this evidence, to throw out the vote of this whole pre- 
not ae _ an act of indiscretion on the part of Mr. Martin would, it 
oat = © me, be extraordinary ; and a majority of the committee do 
i ye bort in favor of throwing it out. 
svi- © hext question is as to Providence Township. A plurality of 39 
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votes in that township, cast for Mr. Yeates, were not counted by the 
county canvassing board, because the registrar, not one of the judges 
of the election, was sent as a messenger with the returns. By the 
law one of the judges of the election, which perhaps in this case 
should not include the registrar, should have been sent as a 
senger. 

For that reason this return was excluded. I think this House has 
somewhat larger powers than that board had ; and the mere fact that 
@ messenger, even if not authorized by law, was sent with the re 
turns should not, in the absence of any evidence that the returns are 
incorrect, prevent Mr. Yeates from receiving those votes ; and they 
have been granted to him. 

The next precinct is Salem precinct, in which Mr. Martin’s plural- 
ity was 135. This precinct has not been counted for Mr. Martin ; and 
if he is entitled to receive it he is entitled to receive 125 more votes 
than have been returned for him. It was alleged that the return of 
this precinct was rejected on the same ground upon which the return 
from Providence precinct was rejected, namely, that a registrar in- 
stead of a judge of election was the person selected to carry the pre- 
cinct returns. I did not know until recently that this was disputed. 
There are other objections to this precinct which I will consider ; but 
I did not understand these others to be the grounds on which the 
county canvassing board acted. Now, the evidence is not direct, but 
it is by implication. I read from the testimony of the clerk of the 
county canvassing board : 


mes- 


(). State whether you were a member of the county canvassing board for the 
county of Pasquotank, who canvassed the returns from the several precincts in 
said county at said election. 

A. Iwas registrar of the election at Salem precinct, and brought the returns of 
the election from that precinct to the county canvassing board of said county, at 
the request and by the direction of the poll-inspectors who conducted the s 
and claimed the right to act as a member of said returning board, but by a majority 
vote of the board I was not allowed to do so. 

Q. Were you present when said board considered said returns, and do 
what action they took in regard to them ? 

A. I was present; they proceeded to canvass the r 
and refused to count them 

Q. State whether there is in your oflice, as register of deeds for said county, a 
record of the action of the canvassing board for the county of Pasquotank in ret 
erence to the returns from said precinct at said election ? 

A. Yes. It appears from a book among the records of my office, styled * Ele« 
tion book,’’ which book I now hold in my hand, that the following entry was made 
on page 47 of tho same, headed * Record of an election held for Representative in 
Congress and senators and representatives in the General Assembly, on Tuesday 
after tho first Monday in November, 1878, in the county of Pasquotank, North 
Carolina," to wit: 

‘The votes as returned by the board of canvassers from the precincts of Salem 
and Providence were not received and counted by the board on account of infor 
mality, and therefore not counted in the above statement. Signed, R. F 
clerk board county canvassers.”’ 


‘ 1 
you 


turns from Salem pre« 






Overman 


It will be noticed that Salem and Providence are put together in 
the same certificate ; the same reason is given for the rejection in 
each case, namely, on account of informality, though the informality 
is not expressed. The only reason given by the witness why he was 
excluded from the board, in connection also with the rejection of the 
Salem return, is, that he as registrar brought the returns. So I think 
the assertions which have been made heretofore—not in this House 
but in the argument—are borne out by fair implication from the testi- 
mony, that the ground of the rejection of the Salem returns was that 
an alleged illegal messenger was sent with them in the same manner 
as in the case of Providence Township. 

Besides, it is said in the report, which is called the report of the 
majority, (although signed with some limitations by only seven mem- 
bers of a committee of fifteen,) that the county canvassing board is 
a ministerial board ; and if so they could not inquire into and deter- 
mine the other objections to Salem precinct. 

Now, another objection to Salem precinct is, that the polls were not 
opened until twelve o’clock. This was for the same reasons that I 
have before stated—the difiiculty in filling the places of the officers 
of election who were absent. As to the persons who left during this 
necessary delay, there is no evidence how they would have voted 
There is the statement of one or two witnesses that in their opinion 
a majority of those persons would have voted for Mr. Martin, but 
there is no such definite evidence as would enable anybody to deter- 
mine how they would have voted. It is urged that before the polls 
were opened some 25 or 30 voters had left ; but my contention of law 
is that these votes in no event should be counted. It was the duty of 
those voters to remain. It is impossible to ascertain how they would 
have voted. 

Another statement, by way of objection, is that nearly one-half ot 
the entire vote of tho precinct was not polled. Now, this was at 
election for member of Congress alone. The election for State ofiicers 
had been held in the preceding August. The whole vote throughont 
the district at this congressional election falls below the vote at the 
State election. In this precinct more than one-half the vote at the 
State election was polled, but something less than the vote at that 
election. So far as you can get at averages, Mr. Martin lost doubl 
the number of votes that Mr. Yeates did ; but you cannot count votes 
at an election for members of this House on the theory that at some 
other election more voters have voted. 

The next objection is that no registrar was duly or legally ap- 
pointed. Now, the fact in this case is (and it shows the necessity 
for delay under the election laws of North Carolina) that Mr. Lister, 
who was both justice of the peace and a registrar, was taken sick on 
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the election: that he sent 


the morning oi the registration books by 
the earliest conveyance to the polls with directions to carry them to 
Mr. Godfrey, who was the only other justice of the peace of the town- 
ship, justices of the peace of t! 


; case 


township having authority, 


to appoint a reg- 


Luc 
of the illness of the regularly-appointed registrar, 
istrar Mr. Lister sent the regist1 ition books with directions to have 
them carried to Mr. Godfrey and to have aregistrar appointed. That 
was done; Godfrey appointed Wilcox registrar and Wilcox acted as 
the day, an appointment satisfactory to Lister, 


9) 
ai 


registrar during 





} } } Les - 

though he had not previously agreed to it because he did not know 

, } lar ‘ nt? rit oT 

of it. And Mr. Wilcox being thus in ‘r color of authority, an 

: ' 

unexceptiopable man as appears, acted as registrar throughout the 
day. 

It is also said “that other officers of election were nct duly ap- 


e 
pointed or swort They were duly enough appointed, I think. The 
inference is the judges were all regularly appointed, there is no ev1- 
and they were sworn by the registrar who, 
so far as appears, authorized toadminister anoath. I donot 
know whether he not, but it has been settled over and over 
that whether an election officer is sworn or not, that does not 
inva the election. And there is no donbt suggested whatever 
that the vote given is not the trne vote. Everybody was permitted 
to vote who was entitled to vote and desired to vote. There was no 
crowding. There was more than ample time for every one to do so, 
and Icannot understand on what principle elections can be conducted 
in North Carolina except on such principles as under these circum- 
der the actual vote cast by legally qualified voters 


dence that the y were not, 
was not 
vas or 
again, 


lidate 


stances will ren 





ome next to Merry Hill precinct. In Merry Hill precinct, 108 
votes cast for Mr. Martin were thrown out and not counted for him, 
because they had on on the inside at the top of the ticket, the 
words “republican ticket.” These ballots had been procured to be 
printed by Mr. James B. Martin, an active democratic politician and 


: 
them, 


an active supporter of Mr. Yeates, although Mr. Yeates had nothing 
to do with it, for the purpose of getting republican voters to cast 


them and then have them thrown out under the law of North Caro- 
lina by the precinct board. It was the trick of an active and unscru- 
pulous politician with whom Mr. Yeates, it is but justice to him to say, 
had nothing whatever to do. 

Gentlemen who agreed with me in committee upon all the other 
questions in this case differed with me in opinion whether under the 
laws of North Carolina which are cited in the report those votes 
should be counted or not counted. I was of the opinion that by the 
strict law of North Carolina they should not be counted; other gen- 
tlemen were of the opinion they should be. The grounds of my objec- 
tion are very well stated in the report of what is called the majority 
of the committee. I have nothing further to say about it, but to 
leave it to the determination of the House. 

We come then to Goose Nest precinct, which is the last precinct. 
From one hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty voters ten- 
dered their ballots for Martin at this precinct, and they were chal- 
lenged and their ballots rejected. The ground of the rejection was 
that they had not received a certificate of removal from Hamilton 
precinct. Goose Nest precinct and Hamilton precinct had been sep- 
arate precincts until September, 1576. In September, 1276, they were 
consolidated and made one precinct, the voters voting at Hamilton. 
August 5, I-72, the precinct of Goose Nest was re-established, sepa- 
rated from Hamilton, and the registrar for Goose Nest appointed, who 
was required by the board of county commissioners to transfer from 
the register of votes of Hamilton precinct the names of such regis- 
tered voters as were residents of Goose Nest precinct, which he did. 
He thus made up the registration list of Goose Nest precinct, which 
had been discontinued for a year and eleven months. Monday, the 
day before the election, although by the law the board had no right 
to meet on that day, but were bound to meet the preceding Saturday, 
(see section * of the registration laws of North Carolina of 1877,) on 
Monday that board decided in the afternoon that they would not per- 
mit the voters registered in Goose Nest precinct to vote, although they 
resided in that precinct, had always resided there and were otherwise 
entitled to vote—unless they obtained certificates of erasure of their 
names from the Hamilton registrar. This fact was known probably 
to but a few persons, I do not know to how many. The democratic 
registrar at Goose Nest rushed over that afternoon to the registrar at 
Hamilton, got from one to two hundred certificates of erasure from 
the Hamilton registrar, presumably democratic, brought them to the 
registrar at Goose Nest,and the fact that a certificate had been ob- 
tained was entered on the registration book of Goose Nest; but the 
majority of republicans knowing nothing of this decision of Monday, 
knowing their names were on the registration books of Goose Nest, 
prepared under the authority of the county commissioners, did nothing 
of the sort. They had no intimation, so far as I know, that any such 
thing was required. The list of persons who offered to vote for Mar- 
tin isgiven. There are two or three witnesses to it. It was compared 
with both registers. As I have said, at least 120 of them presented 
their ballots for Mr. Martin next day ; but they were challenged and 
their ballots were rejected. 

I have set out in the report the whole matter in regard to Goose 
Nest, and as I have but two or three minutes left I will say only this, 
that to obtain new registration the personal oath of the person regis- 


tering is required; and if the law applied to this condition of things | is conceded, I think, on all hands that the county canvassit 


no one of those persons for whom the democratic registr 
certificates ever personally applied or ever took the oath, and 
have between one and two hundred voters of the precinct who i ee 
case, illegally voted, which renders the legal precinct vote seeaeeee 
and the 132 plurality returned from that precinct for Mr. Yeat - poner 
not be counted for him. "ew Could 
And in the second place, and I will not trouble the House to 
the law, the requisition of a certificate does not apply at all ¢ — 
separation of a precinct into two precincts, but only when 
removes from one precinct to another. The law is this: 
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And if an elector has previously been admitted to registration is Saws 
township, or precinct in the county in which he resides, he shall not be af _ 
register again in another ward, precinct, or township in the same county, 
produces a certificate of the registrar of the former township, ward. or | 
that said elector has removed from said township, ward, or precinct, 
name has been erased from the registration books of 


cinct from which he has removed. 





and th t 
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None of these electors had removed from any precinct. They eo 
tinued toreside at the time of the election where they had previous 
resided, and the statute referred to has no application to this eta. 
of things. Under the view I have taken, if you add to Mr. Mart ‘ 
returned plurality, i. ¢., 51, the plurality for him in Salem, i. e. | { 
and the rejected votes at Goose Nest, at least 120, and subtract the 
39 additional votes given Mr. Yeates at Providence, Mr. Martin’s »}; 
rality is 267; and if you add the votes for Mr. Martin at Merry }] 
which were not counted because they had on them the words “y». 
publican ticket,” Mr. Martin’s plurality is 375. These last 
device votes. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. KEIFER. Mr. Speaker, of course if any gentleman upon the 
other side of the House desires to be heard, he is entitled to th 
floor. If not, I shall continue tke argument on the same side of the 
question. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. 
be heard on this question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gentle. 
man from North Carolina that although he has assented to his de. 
sire to be recognized, the Chair is informed and understands that 
the custom is to recognize members of the Committee on Elections 
in preference. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. I was promised a portion of 
the time of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. FIELD, } who in- 
dicated his intention of yielding to me a part of his hour. 

Mr. FIELD. When I began my argument it was my intention 
speak only forty minutes, but as I was urged by gentlemen around 
me to goon and take whole hour I did so. I did promise t 
give twenty minutes of my time to the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. RUSSELL. ] 

Mr. KEIFER rose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will recognize the gentle. 
man from North Carolina or the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. Kerrer,] 
in accordance with their desire as they shall arrange between them 

Mr. KEIFER. Then I will proceed at this time. 

Mr. Speaker, it has seemed to some gentlemen on this floor, as they 
indicated a few days ago, that we were considering two cases here 
as though each were a pure matter of favor. When we were consid- 
ering the case of Mr. Bisbee of Florida rs. Mr. Hull some gentlemen 
thought we ought to couple it with this one, betause in that case it 
was proposed to turn out a man who was a democrat and put in 4 
republican, and that we ought asa matter of reparation and by cour- 
tesy all agree that we should now turn out a republican and put 
a democrat. I wish to say that up to this moment, although I think 
I have given due consideration to the report of the committee, as well 
as to the argument of the distinguished gentleman from Georgia—ané 
I will say for him that it is the best argument I think that side of 
the question is susceptible of—I have learned of no higher or better 
reason than that for unseating Mr. Martin, and that in my judgment 
it is proposed here to commit a great outrage upon the gentlemau 
from North Carolina. I would not speak in this way if I did not te 
that I was justified by the report of the majority in saying that in every 
case—every case I believe with the exception of the one where it is 
claimed that the gentleman from North Carolina himself was guuty 
of an act of indiscretion in regard to a certain voting precinct—a! 
that is claimed here in effect is that the democrats have contrived a 
the election held in theseveral precincts in North Carolina, over wich 
a contest arises, a scheme by which they might fix up a plan for un 
seating this man and putting another one in his place. We wilis 
if we do not show this as we go along. 

I intend to consider this case, I think, as impassionately as poss! 
ble. It ought to be kept in mind that the election held on the °! 
day of November, 1878, was an election for members of Congress In the 
State of North Carolina, and that it was coupled with no eiection sot 
any other officer whatever. It was asimple question as to who should 
be chosen for Representative in Congress, and was not complicate¢ 
by any State, municipal, or township election. The returning board 
ot North Carolina is composed of the governor, the secretary of State, 
the attorney-general, and two State senators; the latter ee 
by the governor from each of the two parties. The canvass made b; 


this State board gave Mr. Martin his seat by 51 majority. sete 
ng boare 
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Mr. Speaker, I would like to 


to 


my 
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ht to reject the vote of Providence ‘Township, in Pasquo- 
a County. North Carolina. In that township the contestant re- 
— majority of 39 votes. I want to say, Mr. Speaker, that I 
1 myself a very great deal of trouble in the consideration 
a nis case over this question as to whose duty it was to bear the re- 
vr ne from the voting places to the county seat. It is claimed—and 
+ in not care Whether that is true or false—that a registrar of a vot- 
e eacinet could not be chosen properly under the laws of the State 
¢ North Carolina to carry the returns to the county seat. There is 
"oe little difference of opinion on that point, but we bottomed a 
co a few days ago in which we all were happily united upon this 
-ineiple, that it matters not what irregularities had taken place from 
“sme the votes were put into the boxes up to the time they came to 
spsidered and counted here in the House, that it matters not what 
regularities were shown as to the returns if we had the vote or the 
a ‘mus before us here, which would indisputably show the real vote 
soat. that it was our duty to count it. That is the law, and has never 
heen disputed, So far as I know, unless in this present case. So it is 
sonecessary to write long reports or to make long speeches to show 
chat A ought not or that B ought to have carried the returns, if we 
have the returns here. It is our duty, in fairness to the people and as 
a of justice to the man elected, to give him the benefit of the 
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votes cast. . ; : as 

| agree that it was nos right to reject the vote of Providence Town- 
chip, which gave to the contestant 39 majority, simply because the 
wrong man may have carried the returns to the county seat. 

I find in the briefs of counsel for the contestant this same question 
Jiseussed as to whether it is not the duty of the House on the same 
-round that we admit this voting precinct to reject Salem precinct in 

“he same county. It is not very clearly shown, I admit, in the certiti- 
cate that was read by the gentleman from Georgia whether or not 
e these two precincts were rejected by the county board solely on the 
sround that the right man did not carry up the returns. But it is 
) argued all through the case, and the distinguished gentleman himself 
nt reparing and presenting his report to this House assumes that 
was the state of things, and says we are not called on in this town- 
chip to reject that vote—the vote of Salem township—because he says 
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t tisalready rejected. And that is the summum bonum of all his argu- 
, | mentinthe report against counting the vote in Salem township, which 


was rejectedonthe ground that the right man did not carry the returns 

: to the county seat. 

, The difficulty about counting that precinct was that it gave ama- 
rity of 185 for Mr. Martin, the sitting member. That was the trou- 
ile about its being counted. There was no trouble about counting 

' votes for the contestant ; there was no difficulty, no legal trouble 

out that. 

But admit, and I shall come to that as I go along, that there is 
some question made on another ground as to counting the vote of 
Salem precinct. But I shall consider that when I consider the same 
question as applied to other precincts in other counties. 

rhe contestant objects to counting the vote in several precincts 
n because polls were not opened at the proper hour. This objection 
applies to precincts giving the contestee the majorities following : 
Salem precinct, Pasquotank County, 135; South Mills precinct, Cam- 
den County, 64; Vandemere precinct, Pamlico County, 40. The votes 

South Mills and Vandemere were canvassed by the returning 
boards. The vote in Salem was not canvassed. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the registrar in each of these precincts, J. S. 
Lester in Salem, John E. Spence in South Mills, and H. C. Holton in 
Vandemere, were democrats. I may say as a matter of fact that all 
the registrars in the State of North Carolina were democrats. Now 
in these three precincts it is claimed that the contestee, the repub- 
ican, should not be entitled to have counted for him the majorities 
that were cast for him because, as the facts show, democratic registrars 
. connived, schemed, planned, and arranged so that the polls should 
hot be opened until after the hour of seven o’clock in the morning. 
They planned it and arranged it and sent democrats through the 
township saying that they would not open the polls, when in fact 
they did open the polls after the time fixed by law. 

Mr. MANNING, You do not pretend to have any testimony for 
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Mr, KEIFER. Yes sir; and it is democratic testimony, too. 

; Mr.MANNING. I give notice to the gentleman that I will assert and 
wndertake to maintain that there is not a syllable of proof to justify 
‘Ae criticism he isnow pronouncing. And I will show that the gen- 
Veman in the statements he is now making is giving way too much 
to his passion instead of manifesting that impartiality which ought 
‘o characterize the discussion of a case like this. 


sth _ Mr. KEIFER. I will say to the gentleman from Mississippi that I 
. ‘i the mildest mannered man, I trust, and the best tempered man in 

th this Hous 

for 7 use. [ Laughter. ] 

“la 1 at. MANNING. I hope when I take the floor I will not be so reck- 
] ess of the testimony, asI understand it, as the gentleman from Ohio 

ted ls now ll . é 5 

rd ve ppustrating himself to be. 

ate, waa ER. That which hurts gentlemen always makes them 
ted a 5 . " 

by _Mr, MANNING. I give you notice that I will make good what I 

4% "oe Just stated, 

al Mr. KEIFER. Ihave named the men who are the registrars. Iam 





hardly i : : 
dly required, in order to satisfy a gentleman who is possessed of 
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an acute, reasoning, logical mind—I am hardly required to go and 
get some man to swear that these democratic registrars got somebody 
else to perpetrate this outrage when it was their duty to prevent its 
being done. Do you want me to call a witness vo swear that Holton 
did nof manage Vandemere precinct in Pimlico County so that the 
polls were not opened until after seven o’clock? Why, he swears he 
did it himself, if you want that. The gentleman from Mississippi 
wants the proof. The fact is admitted that all these registrars were 
democrats. They did call on some men to serve as inspectors, but 
took pains to call on men who would not serve when there were plenty 
around who would serve. It is shown that when democrats found 
the polls were not opened at the hour fixed they scattered off like 
rats. That is not the language of the witnesses, but the effect of 
what some of them say. It seems that the democrats only ran off 
for fear the polls would be opened and they might have a right to 
vote. Some of them hastened away, according to the proof, after the 
polis were just about being opened. 

Now, who is to blame that these polls were not opened? Not the 
contestee, but the friends of the contestant. It is proved, I think, to 
the satisfaction of everybody that these precincts where they did not 
succeed in getting the polls opened at precisely seven o’clock in the 
morning were largely republican precincts. No democratic precinct 
suffered such a hardship. I say that impassionately. 

Mr. MANNING. We prefer, I think, to take the conclusion that 
Mr. FIELD reached. I say that in reply to all which the gentleman 
states so impassionately. 

Mr. KEIFER. There were a few republicans who went away in 
one place where it was publicly stated that the polls would not be 
opened. I think gentlemen will want to rely on something more 
than Mr. FIELD if they expect to satisfy the judgment of this House. 
Mr. FIELD reaches a conclusion fairly. I wish they would take him 
in everything. Gentlemen must not assert that his conclusion is in 
opposition to what I am saying on this question, for it is not. 

Mr. MANNING. I do assert it, and the testimony will show it. 

Mr. KEIFER. Does the gentleman say that these registrars were 
not democrats ? 

Mr. MANNING. That is begging the question; you must live up 
to your sweeping charge. 

Mr. KEIFER. Iam willing to yield to any proper question with- 
out getting into a mere colloquy. I always yield to gentlemen for 
proper questions. 

Mr. MANNING. I do not want to interrupt you any further. 

Mr. KEIFER. I do not want to get into any colloquy about this 
matter of testimony. It is proper to say that there was a man by 
the name of Wilcox, who was substituted along in the day in one of 
these precincts for registrar, and he was not a democrat. He got the 
polls opened as quickly as he could after he was substituted. 

Mr. MANNING. I do not want you to modify what you have said. 

Mr. KEIFER. I do not modify it. I say that the registrars who 
had the duty of opening these polls in every instance were democrats. 
It is said some of the election officers were not sworn, or if sworn, it 
was by persons not authorized to administer oaths. The authorities 
and the argument already made make it clear that this can make no 
difference. I will not stop to argue that, for if these officers per- 
formed their duty and committed no fraud or wrong, they became dé 


facto inspectors and judges of elections, and the election under the 


law must stand just the same as if they had been de jure officers. In this 
the whole blame was on the democratic registrars and other officers. 

Now, no fraud is shown to have taken place in any of these pre 
cincts where they say the polls were not opened in time. None is 
charged, none is alleged. None of these persons had a right to leave 
the polls until the registrar and other officers whose duty it was to 
open the polls had left. And they have no right to complain now that 
they were not permitted to vote. 

There is one of the polling precincts, that of South Mills, where 
the additional objection is made that a democratic board and a dem- 
ocratic registrar or judge of election by the name of Overton, when 
they went to dinner, took the ballot-box, locked it up in a room and 
kept it there, and after they got through dinner took the box back 
to the voting place and the election went on. 

Now, we are asked to decide, and I believe some of the members of 
the Election Committee hold, that that act ought to destroy the ma- 
jority which the sitting member received in that precinct. Saying 
nothing now about any scheme or contrivance, for it may not have 
been a scheme on the part of the officer in that case, the law is against 
throwing out that vote. There is a recent case in my own State pre- 
cisely in point, (19 Ohio St., 25,) and the decision follows the uniform 
decisions all over the country. In those decisions it is held that un- 
less there was fraud, unless somebody was wronged, unless somebody 
was prevented from voting, the election should not be declared void. 
There is no charge of fraud or wrong done in this case. 

In Hamilton precinct, Martin County, 64 votes are to be excluded 
because Mr. Martin, the sitting member, in the presence of the dem- 
ocratic registrar, assisted to check off some of the votes. I repeat 
that 64 votes are to be excluded from the vote of the sitting mem- 
ber, because a democratic registrar allowed or permitted or requested 
the sitting member to check off the list some few of the names of 
those who voted. 

Now, the testimony shows that no person was harmed. The tes- 
timony affirmatively shows that there was no corruption in that case. 
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The testimon cieariy sh Ws nol Was pre vented trom voting, | ain I did Jo not rece! e to exceed one hundred and fift " [ : 
= “te. ) oil ie . : : } : Edenton, printed them . f 
that there was 20 BEM Col y one, and that there was | othing Q. Were those received by you prior to the election 
done by Mr. Martin, as regi at all, except in one or twolnstances | 4 | received them night before election 
to act as the hand in striking off votes of the democrat registrar, Q. What did you do with them 
who was there, and who himself swears that there was nocorrmption | , - rd eS ee wee e at he ry Hill, and directed to Daniel ( 
and no he 7 = | deposited In Nichols s store, at Merry ill precinct, in a box, where the; 
an 10 harm caone, d | their I think some of them were placed near the votir ry! . got 
I understand that only a minority of the Committee on Elections | the po P —s 4 
hold that the objection urged on that account is a valid objection. | Q. Who directed the envelop 
Perhaps it would be well, in order to make the point clear, (for it is | O Wl . Daniel ( 
an Importan matter to call attention to the testimony In this Case | A. A negro politic ian of the 1 publican part 
upon that point. | @. Was he an active supporter of Mr. J. J. Martin at said « ‘ 
I will read all the testimony that has any material bearing on the | A. I presume so, from the fact that he distributed those tickets 
. . | ! lic u support 
subject of the alleged misconduct of Mr. Martin. I read first from | x ar ee 
. " . ‘ 4 ’ e A. Jesse d. eates 
the testimony of Justus Everitt, who says he was present at the elec- Q. Did you and James B. Nicholls put up those tick pa 
tion in Hamilton precinct, Martin County. He further says: | and place met 
l there a part of the t nd M tin was a r ree | A. We put them upin one package an i them to D: ( 
of ¢ t ; ks, and had « e when I lef ; tes. | Q. Who requested you to have those ti it 
E i . - } <A. Noon 
. Senge , | Y Is C in 
Q Ae I did. 1 ‘ I Ss ri A. Li g . that examined t . . 
| ‘ 1, 
q. Did Mr. Mart wt cor | ( . 
2 ) 8 ets 
A that I rv « K ¢ s 
Now I read from the testimony of Jonathan G. Carraway, the demo- | | self ANY 0 
cratic registrar. In answer to a question, he says ; 
; et ntaining t tickets stamped wit United St 
I was present 0 the d of election spoken of; Mr. Martin was present round | - 
the polls, and I saw him check off some of the registered names of voters as taey > knowledge and belief 
voted; and my impression is that at one time e came around the counter where ckets voted at Mer > Hill pre net at 
the judges of elect y and while on the side of tht — r where th yuce \. Tickets similar in appearance were voted at said election—a) 
of election we I thir ‘ not check off any name 8 while there; and when he | and nine, as 1am informed. I am not positive as to the numbe 
checked off names was On Wie Bic the counter where t : came up 0 ©. Were the said tickets so voted refused to be counted for J.J. Mart 
ote ite for Congress, at said November election held at Merry Hill 1 
I read further from his cross-examination : in said congressional election and State ’ 
O. How manv1 lid Mr. Martin check off the poll-b A. I do not know of my own knowledge 
‘ poe a - Sp amdie a . _ a v tis wonr } + formation anc lief as a+ 
A. 1 can’t say positive! but I think he checked off some forty o Q What i your best information and belief a to ta 
©. Was the checking otf done in the presence of the poll-holders A. Basing my answer on hearsay evidence, they were not « 
A r think tt was. or @ maior t of them . ee (). By whom were the said tickets thrown out and refused to | 
Q. Did Mr. Martin act corruptly in checking off the names | A. Ido not know of my own knowledge 
, Not that I know of , he ©. What is your best information and belief on that point 
oO. Y . wneniwod the votes A. From hearsay testimony, by the judges of electior 8 ) 
, Ww aera ground of device and voting more than one ticket; th consis 
A W. K. Gladso 1 
©. Was any man’s name deposited in the box before his 1 hecked of | Words ‘republican ticket’ an the said ballot 
« aiy de 4 i Pe ‘ PUSLL uu i « ) . t i S dichiuld aS Cit a .' pia . . . . 
of the poll-book . Answer to the two preceding questions objected to on the ground of 
4. None that I know of Q. What was the political complexion of the board of judges of election 
Q. Were you one of the judges at said election A. My impression is that J. E. Nicholls, J. H. Brown, T. J. Webb, and J 
A. I was acting as registrar for Mr. Justus Everitt. v was the legally ap- W. Smith were the judges of election, allof whom were democrats, and sup 
pointed registrar. = . J.J.¥ Cal 8 for ( ongre a 1 } : ; : 
rs ag ndnated fairl: Q. Did you not advise the judges of election that these tickets y 
©. Was the election conducted fa 2’ ‘ g 
A. So far as I know should not be counted 
(The counsel for the contestant objects to the above upon the ground that it is A. I did Se eae LA 
going into new matter. ) : _Q. Did_ you send or pt any Gckete to D.C. Winston 
Q. What party do you belong to tie _ t Re Congress, J. J. Ma 
A. To the national democratic party A. I did 


Q. About how many 

A. About twenty-four 

Q. Is D. C. Winston a resident of Windsor, Bertie County, a lawyer last 
supporter of Joseph J. Yeates in said electior 

A. He is and was 

Q. Do you know if D. C. Winston received said tickets ? 

A. I was informed by D. C. Winston that he received them 


Q. Who did you vote for 

A. 1 voted for Jesse J. Yeates 

That is all the testimony in the record, I think, bearing on ae 
question. So 1 may leave that point. | 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if gentlemen feel that I have spoken with some 
earnestness or even passion on this subject of the exclusion of votes 
because democratic registrars did not go to the polls in due time, let 
them reserve their feeling for this next point. In Merry Hill pre- 
cinct, Bertie County, 108 votes cast for Mr. Martin where thrown out 
because of an alleged “device” upon the tickets. Now let me state 
the facts of this matter. A man, said to be a distinguished lawyer of 
the State of North Carolina, named J. B. Martin, (please do not con- | O, Did Mr. Freeman do this at your reauest 
found him with J. J. Martin,)—J. B. Martin, a distinguished lawyer A. He did not ; , 
and the attorney in this case for Jesse J. Yeates, unblushingly swears | Furtl 





Cross-examined : 

Q. Did you see any official connected with said November election t 

those tickets, ** Republican ticket. For Congress, J. J. Martin,” and p 

hibit them to republican voters, and advise them that said tickets w 
A. Idid; Mr. J. C. Freeman, the registrar. My impression is t were 80 ex 


hibited by him before any of them were voted. 








Redirect by counsel of contestee 





her this deponent saith not 





that he hired a man by the name of Bond, a democratic printer, to 
print these tickets which were thrown out, and which we are told 
are not to be counted. J. B. Martin had them printed with this so- | 
called “‘ device ” upon them; he himself, according to his own testi- 
mony, distributed them to unsuspecting persons—colored persons and 
others—and this caused these tickets to be voted ; and when he fouud 
they were being voted he went and appealed to the judges of election, 
a majority of them democrats, to throw them out; and they did his 
bidding! 

As soon as this contest came up we find J. B. Martin appearing as 
the counsel of Jesse J. Yeates in this case; and the majority of the 
committee say that it would be a righteous thing to purge the ballot- 
box in this precinct by not allowing these tickets to be counted for | , 
Mr. J.J. Martin. If anybody disputes the facts I will prove them | ™ eee Yeate 
from the record. The majority of the committee say that the purity Q. Who were candidates for Congress in the first congressional distr 
of the ballot-box in North Carolina requires that these tickets with | Carolina in November, 1878? ee 
this wonderful “ device” upon them should not be counted. Perhaps| ~:- J.J. Yeates, J. J. Martin, J.B. Respass, and I. ae manga " 
it would be a good thing to put into the RecorpD the testimony of Q. Were you, Jatt Peres tae ee eee hed 


Deposition of William M. Bond. 


¢ y ro«gf 


William M. Bond, a witness on part of the contestee, Joseph J. Mart ng 
duly sworn, deposes and says 

(). What is your name, age, and occupation 

A. William M. Bond; age, twenty-one; occupation, newspaper ma 

(. In the fall of 1873 were you editor and manager of the Chowan Gazett 
democratic newspaper published in Edenton, North Carolina 

A. I was 

Q. Do you know James B. Martin, of Merry Hill precinct, Bertie C 

A. Yes 

Q. Was he then and is he now a leading democratic politician in said count 
\. Yes. He was an active democratic politician of that county. 
©. Did he hold any official position in said county at that time 
A. I think he was chief-justice of the inferior court of that count 


Q. Was he, in the congressional election in November, 1878, an acti 
























: ; , whom, to print several lyindred tickets, of which the one attached | 
this most unsay ory gentleman. It would take too much of my time | Please state if the said tickets were printed and delivered or received 
to read it, but unless there is objection I will print asa part of my | and, if so, by whom; and any other facts connected therewith. s ‘ 
remarks the testimony of J. B. Martin himself upon this point, and | 4. I was requested by J. B. Martin to print said tickets for him, of rt 
also the testimony of ‘Mr B i, Mr. J. B. Martin being the m: ] attached is one. I printed several hundred of them, and sent ther M 
ee “te we Mr. bond, Mr. J. b, Martin being the man WHO | wartin, and he stated afterward that he received them. 
had the tickets printed, who distributed them, who then had them Q. Were they printed and received prior to the November election 
rejected, and Mr. Bond being the man who printed them. Here is} A. They were 
the testimony of J. B. Martin: (Contestant’s counsel declines to cross-examine 

* a : Further this deponent saith not 
Q. What is your age and occupation ! 
A. James B. Martin; age thirty-five; occupation attorney-at-law ; resident of 
Bertie County 

Q. Just previous to the congressional election in 1278 did you have printed some 
tickets, as follows: ‘‘ Republican ticket. For Congress, J.J. Martin ;’’ if so who 
printed them, and how many of them were received by you? 


Witness: Wa. P. GURLEY. 

REPUBLICAN TICKET 
For Congress: 
J. J. MARTIN 
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‘he question presented here is whether you shall unseat J. J. Mar- 
The ause the counsel for Jesse J. Yeates succeeded in getting these 
7 pe ua 


which are called fraudulent, cast for J. J. Martin. That isthe 


von son that gentlemen are invited tocome up to. Itissaid that 
propos! ti se ” 

ors <ets were fr audulent because they had a “device” on them. 

~_ eae there @ “ device” on these tickets? What was the form of 


+? Jt was a very small tic ket, having printed at the top of 
-he words “ Rep \ublican ticket,” then oe the words “ for Con- 
, o” then followed the words “J. J. Martin.” The ticket was 
; up on white paper, and was in every respect in accordance 
law of the State of North Carolina, There was no “ device ” 
proper mes ning oftheterm. Itisclaimed thatthe “device” 
i of the words “republican tic ket” on the face of the ticket 
, head of it. I refer to the law of North Carolina. From 
chapter 275 of the laws of North Carolina of 1575, I read 
has any bearing on this question : 


st 


ts shall be on white paper and may be printed or written, or partly 
tly written, and shall be without device. 





estion is whether printing on the face of the ticket at its 

. ordinary type the words ‘republican ticket ” constitutes a 
What is a device? Let us take the definition as given by 
Webster, and see whether we tind anything indicating that the sacre d 
iblican” when it precedes the word ‘ ticket” constitutes 

A late edition of Webste wive s this definition of device: 

his formed by design or invented ; scheme; artifice ; artificial contriv 


project; generally used in a bad sense. 





ester gives the same definition. It is a word which had a 
heral age and it has a well-understood meaning in me- 
is a word used sometimes in criminal law. It has no 
difticult to understand when used in the connection here. 
; g connected with bad. Any scheme, any plan, anything 
s intended to operate for ev il on the minds of others, might be 





3 the ordinary ticket such as we find everywhere, and there 

thing in the claim except as it existed in the minds of Martin 

| his willing tools, the judges down there—J. B. Martin, I mean. 
here isno decision of any of the courts of North Carolina showing 
ieading when printed on the inside of a ticket is a device. 

o into the history of this matter a little, there was a time 
they had embellishments, distinguishing marks on the back, 
lly of tickets in States South, and some of them North, and the 

Levislatures of those States struck at that sort of thing; that is, the 
those emblems, those distinguishing things, and which it was 
sed were the means of intimidating voters. It was supposed 

h rked harm, and Iam told some democrats went so far as to 

say it was a means by which unlettered whites and blacks were en- 

to tell when they were voting the republican ticket. They 













wed to have large tickets with the face of General Grant in every 

ginable shape and form upon the back of them, sothat if the voter 
saw an} ‘t of the ticket, if acolored man saw the face of that great 
var hero statesman, he knew that he was voting the right ticket; 


uld know that he was voting the right ticket even if he could 
not read the £ face of it. Some of this legislation was on the theory 
vas wise to prevent this sort of thing. The law may be all 
. Speaker; Iam not here quarreling with it, but I am only 
rring to this to show this legislation was not intended or designed 
to be a blow at the ordinary ticket, such as is voted everywhere all 
ver the country. 

I intended, Mr. Spe aker, to give the use in which the word device 
appears in several places in the Holy Bibl ©, an d as it lies before me, I 
believe lwilido it now. Job, speaking of the powers of the Almighty, 
chapter v, verse 12, says: “He d isappoin ted the devices of the 
ratty.” D david, in praising the goodness of God, says, Psalms xxxiii, 
verselU: “The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen tonaught; He 
maketh the 16 devices of the people of none effect.” Paul uses the same 
word in his second epistle to the Corinthians, chapter ii, verse 11: 
“ Lest Satan should get an advantage of us, for we are not ignorant 
ot = s devices.” All connect it with bad, with evil. Here it is used 


in the same sense, although used by legislators in the State of North 
Carolina. 


‘Now to the authorities for one moment. It is claimed on the part 
f gen ntlem en who make the majority report in this case that they 
were unable to find anything that was satisfactory to themselves ex- 
‘ept where they gleaned it from a private paper of some other gen- 
tleman. T have Deen a little curious to look at some of the authori- 
ies which are cited in that printed paper, and I assert—and I wish 
ue gentlemen are correcting me they would go to this and correct 
it—I assert that every authority cited in that report which the gen- 

tleman adopts and takes home to himself—! assert, sir, that every 
authority cited on the subject of a device is exactly in the face of the 
cone lusion of this report. 

I will invite your attention first to the Indiana case, a case in 35 
aa ana, 275, Here, Mr. Speaker, w e get the precise question exactly, 
.e ere the words “ republican ticket ” were printed on the head of the 
allot on the same side where the names of the candidates were 
printed. The statute of the State of Indiana was much more strin- 


pent and severe than the statute of the State of North Carolina. But 
Tread an extract from it: 


2 





u 


atl 
iets jst al all ballots which may be cast at any election hereafter held in this 
“9 SHall be wi 0 or printed on plai n white paper, without any distinguishing 


marks or other embellishment thereon, except the nz amo of f the candidates and the 
office for which they are voted for, and inspectors of election shall refuse all bal- 
lots offered of any other description: Provided, Nothing herein shall disqualify the 
voter from writing his own name on the back thereof 

Now, then, the case was exactly like this one. The court said that 
at the October election in 1870 there were ballots voted for the con- 
testee with the words “ republican ticket” printed at the head and 
on the same side the names of the candidates were printed. That is 
exactly our case. Then the court goes on to say that *“ the only ques- 
tion before us is, was this such a distinguishing mark or embellish- 
ment as to require the inspectors to refuse the ballots when offered. 
This question was directly before this court in a former case and was 
answered in the negative.” They say in that decision they fully in 
dorse the case in 29 Indiana, 308. That decision I have before me ; 
and these two cases, I beg you, Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of this 
House to note, are cited in the report of the majority as sustaining 
their claim that if there be printed on the face of the tickets the 
words “republican ticket” it isa device. Neither of them sustain 
the conclusion of the report of the committee, and it looks to me as 
if somebody might have been intending to perpetrate a 
joke on the majority of the committee. 

But there is another authority cited. Section 401, McCrary on the 
Law of Elections, has been quoted and we ought to look at that and 
see how far it supports the claim of gentlemen upon this question. I 


will read the section referred to: 


tupendous 


It has been also held that where the statute provided that all ballots should be 
written or printed upon white paper without any marks or figures thereon, to dis 
tinguish one from another, ballots upon paper tinged with blue, and which had 
ruled lines, were legal ballots within the meaning of the act 

This case was decided in 15 Illinois, 492: 

This ruling, however, went upon the ground that the ruled paper was not used 
with any intent to violate the statute. 

Certainly J. J. Martin did not — to violate the statute of the 
State of North Carolina even though J. B. Martin, counsel of Yeates 
in this case, did intend to commit an outrage upon Mr. J. J. Martin by 
attempting to unseat him; and the voters of that State did not intend 
to violate the law. 

But I continue reading from McCrary : 

It is quite clear that when the statute distinctly decla 
distinguishing marks upon them shall not be received, or shall be 
be construed as mandatory and not simply directory. 

And so it was held by the supreme court of Pennsyly a undera statute of this 
character, that ballots having an eagle printed thereon were in 
and should be rejected. 


hat ballota having 
ted, it should 





iolation of the law 


Now, then, the American se was considered in the Pennsylvania 
case in reference to whether it constitutes an embellishment or not. 
We might draw a fine distinction even about this. We find this cited 
as authority here, and as conclusive in principle against the voice of 
the majority as cited in their report. 

Then we are al Iso referred to section 403 of McCrary, (and I believe 
it is the last,) which refers to the Cafifornia case This section isas 
follows: 


The supreme court of California has very recemly had occasion to consider the 
force and effect of a statute regulating the size and form of ballots, the kind of 
paper to be used, the kind of type to be used in printing them, &« rhe court 
held, and we think upon the soundest reason, that as to those things over which 
the voter has control the law is mandatory, and that as to such things as are not 
under his control it should be held to be directory only * The conclusion 
of the court was that the purpose and object of the statute was to secure the free 
dom and purity of elections and to place the elector above and beyond the reach of 
improper iniluences or restraint in casting his ballot, and that it should have such 
reasonable construction as would tend to secure these important resulta. And so 
construing the statute, the court conclude that a ballot cast by an elector in good 
faith should not be rejected for failure to comply with the law in matters ove 
which the elector has no control, such as the exact size of the ticket, the precise 
kin d of paper, or the particular character of type or heading used, &« 





not purposely, but unintentionally put in to make gentlemen believe 
that there was some authority somewhere that would hold that such 
a ticket as was rejected in this Merry Hill precinct in Bertie County, 
North Carolina, was a“ device,” and that such ticket was cast in vio- 
lation of the law ; whereas every authority upon the subject, inclad- 
ing especially those cited by the majority of the committee in their 
report, supports the contrary doctrine. 

I will not pursue this subject further. There is but one other pre- 
cinct that I need refer to. The contestee claims that there were 139 
voters who would have voted for him in Goose Nest precinct of Ham- 
ilton County, North Carolina, if they had been permitted to do so in 
a just and fair election. I believe that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. FrELD] who has given the most attention to the testi- 
mony in this case,and given the contestant the advantage of any 
doubt, cuts this number down to 120, These 120 persons were refused 
their ballots in this precinct because they were not registered there. 
Now, if they were not registered there, there was no person registered 
there, unless perhaps there may have been a few, three or four or as 
high as a dozen; but there was no registration of 132 democrats that 
voted in that precinct although the majority of the committee do not 
find any difficulty in counting them, while the votes of these 120 or 
139, as the case may be, who were not registered were not received. 
The statutes of North Carolina, as has been fully and elaborately ex- 
plained by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. F1e.p, | that is the 
statute on the subject of registration of voters in cases where they 
have removed from the places where they have been properly regis- 
tered, is clear and plain in the light of that explanation. 


These references are put into the report, and they might mislead ; 


me 
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not a single one of the 120 
had been | iving ind at the 
they voted or tried 


net w 


But not one of these voters did remove ; 
removed from the place where 
time of the election, and where they lived when 
to vote. Hamilton precinct was divided and Goose Nest pre 
cut off from it, ere transferred to the new precinct 
rolls. There 1; they were transferred on the 
books simply. The 3 ref w the 
republicans to vote. it before the election, 
and in violation of the law, as admitted I believe by everybody who has 
xamined it, succeeded in getting certificates of transfer for the dem- 
ocrats from the democratic registrar of Hamilton precinct, on which 
judges of election in Goose Nest precinct perm itted den 
vote. But the next day it was “unlawful” for the rept 
attempt to vote, and certificates were refused to them by 
same persons who gave the certificates to the Gomer rats. The 
not find any authority for giving them to the republicans. 

I put this case on the ground that no action 
part of any of these voters; it was not ac : 
simply voting where they were by law placed—in a new prec) 
and e turn to the statute on the subject that will be made 
plain. Section 7 of the law relating to registrar North Caro 


Bays. 


they were 


as 
names W 
remova 
judges of election 


A democrat went the nigl 


and these 
was no case of 
to allio 


iowever, used 


locrats 


ibli 


icans to 
tl e very 


ld 


i 
y cou 


was required on the 


ase of removal ; they were 
net— 
aouite 
lina 


f 
sol 


lector shall be entitled to register or \ in any ] I inct or township 
than the one in which he i actual and bon le. ent on the day otf 
and no certificate of registration shall be give 

Now, section 12 of the 
ask the Clerk to read, di 
of the oath. 

The Clerk 

And if an elector has previo y been admitted regi 
township, or precinct in the county in which he resides, hx 
register again in another ward, precinct, or township in the 
produces a certificate of s registrar of the former towns! 
that said elector has remo ard 


ved from said township, w 
name has been erased from the registration books of the 
} 


cinct from which he has removed; and the identity of persor 
right to be registered in any precinct of the same « by virtue 
cate, with the person named therei all | be prove | by the oath of 
and when required by the registrar by the oath of at least ! 

Mr. KEIFER. That far as the 
balance of the section gives the form of the oath. 

Now, it will be noted that that section refers to ca 
Only when aman removes from one voting pre: 
necessary for him to person and have his name era 
the books of the place where he had been registered, and the: 
certificate so that he may registerin another But these voters 
that tendered their votes in this Goose Nest precinct did not remove. 
The precinct was established around them. 

I come now to the further point that I suggested: the one 

and thirty-two democrats who voted in this precinct on cert 
that were issued on the ap plic ation of one person voted illegally if it 
was nec welfth section of the statutes relating to reg- 
isters in that e complied with. Why Because each one 
of them would have had personally to apply and take an oath him- 
self as to his re , and lif required by the registrar, furnish other 
evidence of t fact- of his re moval. So that all the certificates that 
were used—and t is a fact not disputed in the case—all the certifi- 
cates that were used by ieuaainte were certificates that were ille- 
gally issued. And although the judges of election were notified of 
that fact, they ved the democratic votes here and refused the re- 
publican voters who offered their votes. And the Hamilton precinct 
registrar refused to cive certificates on the day of the e 
republicans when they applied for them. 
In conclusion, I may add that this House is asked and expected to 
aflirm and confirm all these outrages upon the sitting member and 
vote in the contestant. We are asked now to put our confirmation 
and our sign of approval upon all these outrages on the people of 
the first district of North Carolina, on the sitting member, and on the 
country. 

We are asked by our vote here, 
reach it, to say it lI 


Noe 


election 


1 I will 
‘aatens 


he words whi 


ision is made for t 


mntal 


prov 


same act ct 


»wn to where 


read as foll 


tue 


ol 


one othe 


is as Clerk needs 
removal. 
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troy 
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gi geta 
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io¢ 
nae, 


undred 

ificates 
; 

essary tor this 


1 
State to b 


moving 
he 


HIS 


rece 


to-day or to-morrow, whenever we 

all right for contrivances, schemes, acts of omis- 
sion acts of commission to be worked out to consummation by 
ofticers of election to defeat the voice of the people in that district. 
We are asked to approve of the premeditated act and conduct of a 
man who unblushingly appears as an attorney in this case, and comes 
here swearing that he bine self set up a se heme, or device, or plan by 
which he robbed one hundred and eight men in his own precinct of 
their elective franchise. And we in the House of Representatives in 
the Congress of the United States are, by our votes, asked to say that 
this J. 
exclude a republican from his seat. We are asked then to say as to 
these illegal acts on —_ part of the judges of election in this precinct 
in Hamilton and the Goose Nest precinct, in their refusal to allow 


Is 


or 


these men to vote, they did right in allowing democrats to vote who | 


were exactly in the same position so far as the 1 aw was concerned. 
I may have been earnest, and if the gentleman from Mississippi 
[ Mr. MANNING ] proposes to say that I have been passionate I offer 
this single excuse, that I have been asked as a part of my duty, not 
alone as a member of a committee but as a member of this House, by 
my act and vote t pode sear of this sort of thing. 
all be against ction. I warn gentleme on 


such a g that whet 


as well as North—I am 


| duct as we will here approve 
to | 
| tind his true majority to be 375. 


| ceed VW 





| ment 


lection to these | 


| members from 


Lb. Martin did a nice, decent thing, because it only operates to | 


| or fifteen years 


| unfortunately 
|} is known and 


| unfair; 


| equitably elected 





| ought to be abolished, 
talk down there in our country t o al bolish them. 


My voice and vote | 
her the | 
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re 


| day isc 


me now, or whether sonly near at hand, or wh. 
still in the remote future—I warn gentlemen that the ae ; 
put the seal of infamy upon all such proceedings as this and nym, . 
ho countenance them, who aid them, who are at 
grave crimes against the elective franchise the better—J war. 
iat the day is coming when all such persons wil] be at 
» Halls of Congress, and forever. 
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»0n : 
Upon ag 
men W 1X cS 


iliaries + 


hese | 


I 
tT 
ther 
if 


The sage an people Sond 
happy to say I believe that the Son; 
to do so—will stamp down in a poli 
who are willing to approve of sy 

if we adopt the report of the n 
Martin is entitled to hold his seat’ a 


are equally ready 


people 
Ee > -_ Pi 1 
view all those per 


point o1 sons 


My conclusion is that Mr. 


Mr. RUSSELL, of 
volved in thi 8 case 1 

Mr. SPRINGER. I 
chuse _ (3 {r. FrELD] has expired? [1 

Mr. SSI LL, of North Carolina. 
of th - sort 

The $ 
expired. 

Mr. RUSSELL 
proce eding on this si 


Mr. SPRINGER. 


RING 
how 


North ¢ arolins. Mr. Speaker, the quest 

ails, are somewhat difticult——__ 

as! cif the time of the gentleman from 
nean the two hours 


Was there any understa 


heir d e 


, in tl 


SPEAKE! Mr. STEVENSON. 

I do not understand v 
under any arrangement, 
arrangement had 
entleman desires. 
I have the floor and wi! 
I bel 
have failed to arrive at any understanding in this matter: ; 
ing the floor, pean to say what I have to 
which will not occupy any lon 

Mr. SPRINGER rose. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina I decline to yield 

Mr. SPRINGER. I did not gentleman to yield the floor 
simply give notice tha l 


t at the close his remarks I will 
yrevious question. 


Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. Then I will keep the 
sir, no graver question can be presented to this House 
that which t called upon to determine i: 
the very foundation of government in America, 
this are to determine whether in the not remote future free 
shall exist in America or! 
We have a crop of from twenty to forty or fifty contested-ele 
cases for the next House of Representatives. Every man knows that 
for the last ten or fifteen years, and happily for those wh » have 
before us it cannot be said of the time prior to that—f r the la 

is well known and understood of all men tl 

tion cases before this House have been decided by bot! h polit ic 
ties in a manner which was wrong and which was an infamy 
nothing can blot from the history of this count: 
believed generally by the American people 
troversies of this character are decided and settled not ‘by th 


, of North Carolina. 
the House 

I did not any 
I wish to know much time the g 
Mr. RUSSELL, } North Carolina 
ithout any understanding from the other side. 


+ 


av } 
Say veen 


of 


sav on th 
y time 
=] » - 


his House ls 


woes TO 


8 
5+ 


it hat 


| of law, not by equity and justice and honesty, but according to the 


political necessities and the partisan exigencies of the occasion 
Therefore I have said that in the next Congress there will b 

twenty to fifty contested seats. I shall undertake to es that 

principles contended for by the majority of the Committee 

tions are to be adopted asa ‘law by this House, somewhere from twent! 


to fifty gentlemen from tl he Southern States certified to the 


of Re pre sentatives will walk out some morning and give pla 
who will be counted in whether elected or not. Is ry that 
the reasoning of this Committee of Elections, it will count 
the cotton States in the next Congress 

Mr. MCMAHON. We will see. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. It 
whether the tions in 1880 in many of those districts were fail 
it is not necessary for me to say now whether the 
certified from those distrie ts should be counted out on other reason 
or not; iy that if they are counted out on the ground 
not more than o1 1e- half of the party vote as compared with = cer 
elections was polled, which is c oolly insisted on in this case, 
a tolerably bad joke for some of the cotton States in the ne xt ong 

What is this ease? Withont going into details, it is brietly 
the sitting member was elected by about 400 majority, fairly, honest 
by about 400 n lajority. The returning boards 0! 
his district, finding that he had been elected, proceeded to the 
charge of their high and important functions and undertook to coun 
him out, and, as they su pposed, they did count him out. [Laught 

Now, owil ig to the fact that this district is not well gridironed w i 
telegraphs and railroads, but consists largely of sounds and imane 
seas, not havi 1g an opportunity to te legraph and communicate ar 
themselves quickly and rapidly, they did not countoutenough. 14© 
made a mistake in their figures, an instead of counting out 40), 
they should have done, they counted out only about $20 or vote 
for the sitting member. 

Now, any returning board that c 
{laughter ; j 


to savy 


is not necessary 
eiec 
mem! 


but Is hey 


than 


annot put 


ipa better job 
and I understand t! riou 


nere 1s a ser: 


ase. That 18 
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There are seven precincts in the cont roversy in this c 
to say, there are seven precincts that are called in question l 


pleadings in this case. As to one ‘of those precincts, it mu 








ry candid man that the contestant is in the right. That 
t of Providence, in the county of Pasquotank, where the 


witted by eve 
‘a the precine oe ge oe . 
poard threw out a precinct that gave 39 majority for the 


returning . . 
aa beatant They actually flung outa democratic precinct. [Laugh- 
contes « ° . K¢ 


But at the same time it happened, accidentally, of course, that 
ut a republican precinct that gave 135 majority for the 
‘oatoe, They threw out those two precincts by the same order ; 

ne ejected them at the same instant. The record of the board 
the} achat they rejected them for thesame reason. Yet we are asked 
eae ide here that they rejected the democratic precinct wrongfully, 
int they rejected the republican precinct rightfully. 
a say again, and it cannot be successfully denied, I think, that so 
far as the returning board below is concerned—and gentlemen in 
heir report undertake to make a point on that—they undertake to 
cay that we are not now called upon to reject this vote of Salem pre- 

~ ot because it has already been rejected. Now, did anybody ever 
i oar before that this House was concluded by the finding of the re- 
vorning board below? Are we not sitting here asthe ultimate board 
+» decide the whole question, to go behind the returns and count the 
-ote and settle the whole controversy ? That isthe purpose for which 
+his House, under the Constitution, sits in determining the election, 
returns, and qualifications of its own members. a : 

Therefore, we are asked to reject the 135 votes of Salem township. 
It is not the county board that rejects them, but we will be rejecting 
them if we refuse to count them in this case. T here you have it. The 
two precincts were rejected by the board at the same time and for 
the same reason. 

What was the reason ? 


ter. | 


they flung ¢ 


say 


It was not a reason at all, it was a pre- 
hi i the election and took the votes and made the returns,—brought 
them to the canvassing returning board of the county, as a member 
of that board, having been appointed by the election board of that 
yrecint t 

The North Carolina statute says that the election judges shall ap- 
point one of their number, who shall constitute a member of the 
returning board of the county, called technically by the statute the 
canvassing board. 

The statute in its phraseology seems to make a distinction between 


, registrar and an election judge; but any man who will read the | 


statute broadly must admit that there is no distinction so far as the 
functions of the registrar and the election judges are concerned in the 
conduct of the election. Every North Carolina member on this floor 
knows that the registrar in our State is regarded as a member of the 
jection board, just as much as the judge of elections, the poll-holder, 
he inspector, as the statute indiscriminately calls him. The regis- 
rar votes upon the question of the admissibility of a vote. He sits 


+ + + 


there with the inspectors, taking part in their proceedings; he re- | 


ceives or rejects votes with them, and is to all intents and purposes 
a member of that election board. 
the two designations—registrar and election judge—is simply this: 
that the registrar has additional duties to perform—duties independ- 
ent of and additional to the duties performed by the election judges. 
But so far as the conduct of the election itself is concerned you have 
a board of five members, one registrar and fourinspectors. And when 
the statute in reference to matters of this sort speaks of election 
judges it means the election board, including the registrar. For ex- 
ample, you find in the statute a clause which says that the election 
judges shall, after the election is concluded, deposit the registration 
books with the registrar of deeds forthe county. This plainly means 
that the registrar, as well as the election judges, shall do this, for the 
registrar is the man who has these books. The election judges, if 
you are going to take a distinction between them and the registrar, 
cannot do this, because they have not the books. Hence, when the 
law says that the election judgesshall deposit these registration books, 
itmeans the election board. If the intention was to constitute two 
separate bodies, consisting of the registrar upon the one side and the 
lour inspectors on the other, then the statute ought to have required 


tense—that the registrar, who was one of the election board that | 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


| trary is the law. 


983 


——.$—$—$—$ a 


the precinct had left; that not more than half of the vote of the precinct was po led ; 
that there was no registrarappointed, and that officers who held the election were 
not sworn. 

Now, it seems to me that it would be diflicult to compress more of 
error into the same space than is found in the extract I have read. 
The committee seem to proceed upon the idea of the judge who was 
deciding a demurrer that gave twenty-three grounds or causes of de 


murrer to adeclaration, each being a separate and independent ground 


After argument, the judge said he was satisfied that no one of the 
grounds of demurrer was of any account whatever, but considering 
them altogether, and inasmuch as there were twenty-three of them, 
he would sustain the demurrer; and hedid. Sothe committee seemed 
to think that inasmuch as there was no good and sufficient reason for 
disfranchising two or three hundred men in this precinct, they would 
give a large number of very bad and insutticient reasons, and thereby 
strengthen the case. First, they say that this returning board is en- 
titled to a presumption in its favor; that the board having counted 
out the vote in that precinct, it lies upon the contestee to show that 
the board was wrong; that every presumption is in favor of the 
rightfulness of the action of these oflicers upon the general principle 
omnia presumuntur rite esse acta. I contend that precisely the con- 
When those oflicers counted out that vote they ex- 
ceeded their jurisdiction ; they exercised a judicial function which, 
according to the settled election laws of North Carolina and of al 

most every other State, no returning board has the power to do. If 
anything is established in the law of this country it is that these 
election boards are invested with ministerial powers and functions 
only; that they have nothing in the world to do but to receive the 
returns, add them up, make the computation, and declare the result. 
The courts of North Carolina have so held repeatedly; so that no 
lawyer of that State would for a moment think of making any such 
point as this in any court for which he had any respect whatever. 
The canvassing board is not entitled to the benetit of the presump 

tion that their action was correct ; but, on the contrary, the presump- 
tion is directly against them; nay, it is not a presumption but an ab- 





| solute conclusion that they violated their duties, because, whethe: 


The reason why the statute uses | 


the ; . : 7 
that the registrar should do this duty, because he is the only man | 


that can do it. 
_ But, sir, is there any lawyer who wiil seriously contend that even 


if this construction of the statute is proper it would make any sort | 
ot difference? Who cares how the returns may have reached the | 


canvassing board? They were there: they were honest returns; no- 
body questioned them. Why should they not be counted? This reg- 
istrar was appointed one of the canvassing board of the county. Was 
= ~_ a good de facto officer ? 
slecti 

counts the vote as de facto officers, in the absence of complicity or 
conspiracy or fraud, will anybody pretend for a moment that the 
Action of such officers is not valid? It does seem to be somewhat 
anna contended, to be sure, by the committee with reference to 
— Salem precinct, that reasons of this sort are suflicient to invali- 
Cate returns and disfranchise freemen. They say: 


Tha : : ° . B . ’ + , 
. . committee are not asked to reject this vote. It is already rejected by the 
Asie fen orities of the county, and this record furnishes a conclusion only. 
titled a the fact that this board, in the absence of proof to the contrary, is en- 
Pe: the legal presumption that they have done their duty, the evidence dis- 
¢ the that there . 4 
ut ring #6 : . > 
wre net inct, *— The evidence of the contestee discloses that the polls 
be o opened until twelveo’clock, when the law is mandatory that they should 
¥¢ opened at seven ‘ 


> were Other and vital informalities in the conduct of the election | 


d Will anybody pretend that when an | 
ion is honestly held by de facto ofiicers when a returning board | 


there was cause to reject that return or not, they had no right to de- 
cide the question. They should have received that return and counted 
it. Every one of them is liable to a criminal prosecution in the 
courts of North Carolina for usurpation of authority and malfeasance 
in oftice. 

Further, the committee say the evidence discloses “that the polls 
were not opened until twelve o’clock when the law is mandatory that 
they should be opened at seven.” Now, did anybody ever hear before 
that it vitiated an election and disfranchised men because that sort 
of a directory provision in a statute was not strictly complied with ? 
Does not everybody know that you would disfranchise the whole 
country, you would break up elections all over this land, if you re 
quired every minute direction of your election laws to be strictly 
complied with? I undertake to say there is not one election ina 
thousand throughout this country where every detail of the statute 
is strictly complied with. I would confidently rely upon the recol- 
lection and judgment of gentlemen on this floor of all parties to sus 
tain me in that assertion. Then they say that before the polls were 
opened a large number of the voters of the precinct had left. Now, 
sir, if there is anything clear at all it certainly is that no man should 
leave the polls because the polls do not happen to be opened at the 
very moment required by the law and without stopping to inquire 
whether there is any probability they will be opened during the 
day. If he leaves in the absence of any reason to believe that no 
election will be held there during the day, then it is his fault and he 
has no right to complain, much less to demand because his vote was 
not received, therefore the whole poll shall be thrown out. There can 
be no sort of merit in the kind of plea which is sought to be set up 
here by the contestant. 

But at the same time it may be just as well to say here, and it will 
dispose not only of this but the same complaint in regard to severa 
other of these election precincts, that if you allow the contestant every 
vote which he claims, every vote which he says he lost on that ac- 
count, it will only amount to some twenty or thirty, or at the farthest 
forty. If you gave him everyone of them even in reference to which 
he suggests only a prejudice, it could not possibly change the result 
but would allow the sitting member to retain hisseat. Somuch, then, 
for all this talk about the polls being opened one at nine, another at 
eleven, and another perhaps at twelve o’clock. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the evidence shows the fact is that at these pre- 
cincts, where all this talk is made about the polls having been opened 
too late, every single voter on the registration books might have been 
voted in two hours. The testimony is that the polls, all of them, 


| were open for five hours and most of them for six, seven, and eight 


that before they were opened a large number of the voters of | 


hours. The vote itself was about one-half of the registration. There 
were no candidates voted for save for member of Congress. There 


was only one ballot and one box, and there might have been voted 
in those seven or eight hours at every precinct 1,500 or 2,000 men. 1 
say, indeed, that if every man on the registration books, including 
even the dead men and the men who had removed out of the pre- 
cincts—because many of them remain on the registration books in 
spite of all attention—if every living man residing in the township 
noted on the registration books had been there and offered to vote, 
you might voted every one of them in two hours at least. But the 
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I suppose he did just as any 
» circumstances would have done. Being requested 
trar of election to assist him for a moment, and not suppos- 

s world would take advantage of it, he complied with 

at there for a few minutes and checked off some 

gy as agent of this officer of election. Why, I supposeif he 

civen these election judges a drink of water, that, too, would have 

1 complained of. They might as well charge him with giving 

rton the liquor with which they allege he got drunk on that oc- 

I donot knowthat any one of these things would have vitiated 

There is no evidence he acted in a judicial capacity in 

ssing upon the question whether a man should be rejected or not. 

ere is positive evidence that he merely acted in a purely ministe- 
Phere is evidence that men voted there while he was acting 

There is not a line of testimony to show anybody was 

} The most you could do would be to reject 

iny, received at the time while he was thus acting, and 


election. 


lis action. 


l ere has been positive evidenc e of W rong-doing on 


vas one of a board of five. iis registrar of elec- 
gone oft and no one had taken his place, would it be pre- 
tended that this vacated the poll? Can it be claimed the case would 
be any stronger or that it would be any worse if there had 
vac ofiice of registrar, leaving four, which certainly is a 
quorum of five, to act and carry on the election? It does not appear 
his voice or vote influenced in any way the result of the election 
adn jection of any vote while he was acting in that 
pacity 
In Goose Nest precinct they have rejected some one hundred and 
twenty votes because the registrars failed to give a certificate upon 
the allegation that it was necessary under the election laws of North 
Carolina they should obtain a certificate from the registrar, it having 
been ordered by the county commissioners previously that this pre- 
cinct of Goose Nest should be established, and all those living at 
Goose Nest should vote at Goose Nest, and not at Hamilton as they 
had done before. 
Now, sir, a candid examination of the election statutes of North 
Carolina will convince any man, I think, that in that matter the law 
is silent. Here is a provision that the commissioners may establish a 
new poll, that they may select a number of election precincts already 
existing and declare that parties living within certain boundaries in 
that election precinct shall vote at the new places. Other duties and 
powers are prescribed; but in reference to this point to which I am 
now referring the statute is silent. These commissioners and these 
registrars of election did precisely what they ought to have done 
under, not directly under, the law, but in the absence of any provision 
of the statute thereon. Having the authority under the statute to 
establish new polling places, that authority gave them the power to 
do what was necessary to establish these precincts, and to establish 
them it was necessary to provide for registration, and to provide that 
the registration should be prior to any election; and they did it. 
How? By simply directing the registrar of any new precinct to ob- 
tain the names of the voters from the old precinct and put them upon 
the new books, and by doing this it would entitle them to vote. They 
did it; they complied with this requirement of the law, but these 
registrars and the election judges met together on the Monday before 
the election on Tuesday when the law required them to meet on Sat- 
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would reject every vote presented in that precin t o- 

be accompanied by a certificate. The democratic registrar coe : 
the old precinct and obtains the name of every democrat, ond ' 
certificate signed for every one of them. On the next day i r 
voted because they have a certificate. The republican voters >... 
demand the certificate from the same registrar who had granter 
the democrats who got it before the election, and they ar 
They tender their votes on the day of election and , 


e 


em 
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© refny 
ba are refused, | 
are refused because they have no certificate, which t] 


hey coulk 


obtain from the democratic judges of election and which wag yo+ 
essary for them to have under the statute. They have comp]j 
the statute in all other respects. They have done everythin rt 
was demanded of them or that men can do. They have first ayy 
for the certificate that was not and, } ; 
tendered their votes and the votes were rejected. 

? Under the election law 


necessary being refused. + 

Now, what else could they do? 
country, which I have now before me, but which I wil] 
read, governing the election of members of Congress, cases of 
sort are provided for. It is universally conceded that wherever; 
elector tenders his vote or offers to do that by law required t 
done, that he shall be held to have complied with the law, and x 
be entitled to all the benetits as much asif his vote 
counted. 

Then in the case of ry Hill precinct, they rejected 108 
upon the ground that there e upon the ticket. I hold 
my hand, Mr. Speaker, one of these tickets. There itis. Ther 
ticket, and such a ticket as I venture to say is voted and used by + 
people of three-fourths of the States of this Union. And what is 
device upon it? It contains the words, “ Republican ticket; for (, 
gress, J.J. Martin.” Because the words “ Republican ticket” are op 
the top of it and on the inside of it, it is gravely held that this is 
*‘ device” under the election laws of North Carolina and that its) 
not be counted. 

The election law of North Carolina in this respect is mandator 
not merely directory. If the law had simply said that no ticket 
should be used which contained a device upon it, why this quest 
could not arise at all, because of course any court would hold tha 
that was a mere direction of the statute, and even a violation of jt 
would not vitiate the vote. But the statute goes further and declares 
that in counting the votes the inspector of election shall reject 
votes which have a device upon them. That makes the law 1 
merely directory but mandatory; and I admit that if this is a devic 
within the meaning of the statute, then the votes should not | 
counted. Now, I hold that it is not a device upon any fair constru 
tion of the statute. Why, sir, the contemporaneous history of that 
clause in the election laws of North Carolina is well known and such 
as any court would take notice of. We have been in the habit, espe- 
cially we republicans living in the State, of using devices such as 
pictures upon our republican tickets until in the year 1671 in a cor 
test for a constitutional convention. At that time it was charged by 
the republicans against the democrats that their purpose was to strike 
down the homestead guarantee of our constitution. When we cam 
to the election we got up a lot of tickets with a homestead on the 
back of them, a picture representing a house or something of that 
kind, and with some expression written under it, ‘Save the home- 
stead,” perhaps, or some such motto. That ticket was used largely 
throughout the State; in fact it was very generally used throughout 
the State, and it resulted in a defeat of the democratic party at that 
election by about ten thousand votes. At the next session of the 
Legislature they stuck a clause in the election laws declaring that no 
ticket thereafter should have any device upon it. 

Now, sir, the principle of construction in this case is plain. A law 
that is penal in its character, or a law that is in derogation of cou- 
mon right—especially a law that is in derogation of popular right— 
must be construed strictly. If the Legislature intended any more 
than they said, why did not they say so? If they intended that 
words and expressions, a sentence, should be a device, why did they 
not say so? A statute of this sort must be construed precisely as you 
would a statute that imposed a penalty or enacted acrime. Suppose 
a man should be indicted in the courts of that State, for example, for 
using a ticket with a device on it, and the construction of the statute 
was invoked, would any court say that in the absence of plain lan- 
guage showing the intention of the Legislature they can hold that 
man to criminal pains and penalties? Would they not say this is® 
criminal statute: we must construe it strictly: we do not find any 
words there that embrace this case; we must construe if in favor Oo 
the citizen and against the State? That is the rule of judicial con- 
struction everywhere. And so here; it is in derogation of popula 
right and it must be construed strictly ; that is, no further than - 
words necessarily import. Every doubt must be given to the citizen. 
So that, Mr. Speaker, upon this general and established principle - 
statutory construction it would be, it seems to me, determined _ 
out argument by any court in this land that this was not a ~— 

But, sir, it is not a device on any principle of construction. 1° 
may construe it broadly, liberally, or strictly as you choose, and i. 
cannot get out of the word “device” a meaning which will ago 
an ordinary English expression. Device means an emblem in that 
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action; a picture. It does not mean a statement in words. And, 
vet it be remembered that the contestant in this case, who seeks 
~oid these tickets, is taking advantage of the act, perpetrated, if 
se himself, by one of hissupporters and principal friends. Let it 
“embered that it isa trick disreputable in itself and indefensi- 
» any ground whereby it was intended to disfranchise all the 
+ that precinct in the interest of this contestant. I ask the 
to read the testimony of J. B. Martin on that point. 
‘va Clerk read as follows : 


Martin, a witness on part of the contestee, Joseph J. Martin, being duly 
oses and says : 4 
tis your name, age and oe upation 


es E. Martin; age, thirty-five ; law; resident of 


County. 


occupation, attorney-at 


is to the congressional election in 1873 did yon have printed some 
ows; “ Republican ticket. For Congress, J. J. Martin if so, who 
and how many were received by you ? 
I did not receive to exceed one hundred and fifty. 
rinted them. 
those received by you prior to the electior 
‘ved them night before election 
+ did vou do with them ? 
art f them were putin an envelope and directed to Daniel Cooper, and 





William M. Bond, 


Nicholl's store, at Merry Hill precinct, in a box, where the public got 
I think some of them were placed near the voting place, in a box near 
u rected the envelope ? 


i 1 Cooy r? 

ician of the republican party 
an active supporter of Mr. J. J. Martin at said clectior 
from the fact that he distributed those ticket 






[ presume 80, 8 VE apidly 
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esse J. Yeates. 

Did 1 nand James Bb. Nicholls put up those tic s packages, at the time 
e mentioned ? 
put them up in one package and directed them to Daniel Coope 
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Who requested you to have those tickets printed ? 
s Cooper an ignorant man ? 
I judge he could read, from the fact that he examined those tickets and com 
m with others. 
3 any representation made to Cooper that those tickets were sent by J. J. 
et No such representation made to him by myself, nor any other person to my 
' 8 elope containing the tickets stamped with a United States post- 
t was not, to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


Were any of these tickets voted at Merry Hill precinct at said election 

\ lickets similar in appearance were voted at said election—about 109, as I am 
ed. Iam not positive as to the number. 

e said tickets so voted refused to be counted for J. 
ress, at said November election held at Merry 
y, in said congressional election and State ? 

I do not know of my own knowledge. 

Vhat is your best information and belief as to that? 










J. Martin, candi- 
Hill precinct, Bertie 
























. ing my answer on hearsay evidence they were not connted. 

( vhom were the said tickets thrown out and refused to be counted 

e- donot know of my own knowledge. 

as is your best information and belief on that point ? 

sa A hearsay testimony, by the judges of election at said precinct, on the 
by lof device and voting more than one ticket. The device consisting in the 
” republican ticket’ printed on the said ballot. 

ke Answer to the two preceding questions objected to on the ground of hearsay.) 
me ). What was the political complexion of the board of judges of election ? 

} \. My impression is that J. E. Nicholls, J. H. Brown, T. J. Webb, and James 
oa W. Smith » the judges of election, all of whom were democrats, and supported 
da Yeates for Congress. 

2] Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. That is sufficient. Now, there 
1" t appears that there was a fraud deliberately planned—not by the 
° ontestant himself, there is no evidence of that, but by his friends, in 





turtherance of his election; that this man was his counsel in this 
case, if not his counsel at that time, and I do not know he 
needed a counsel then, but that the contestant has since recognized 


ery 
no 


aw this man and used him to assist him in obtaining a seat upon this 
- —, 

A This man, a prominent politician of his political party in that 
ore ounty, the presiding magistrate of the inferior court of that county, 
hat ssappears by the evidence—this man who, according to the evidence, 
Ney lad charge of the interests of the contestant in that county, delib- 
rol erately plans and perpetrates a fraud by which he gets 108 votes, 
one uposing them upon the ignorance, as he thought, of these voters, 
for into the box, and then stands up and says, “I object to their being 


ute counted.” And they count them out at his demand. 
is asked to sustain conduct of that character. 

. This man J. B. Martin did not know and he did not care whether 
Lose words “republican ticket” were a device under the laws of 
North Carolina or not. All he wanted was an excuse to urge whereby 


And this House 





r of er could get up some pretext or other for rejecting one hundred and 
on odd Votes. So he goes to printing tickets and has printed a lot of 
lar ickets with those words, “ republican ticket,” printed on them. And 
the then he goes and puts these into a post-office directed to a leading 
rel. pohtician of that precinct, and directed in such a way as to produce 
» of @ that man’s mind the impression they had come from the republican 
ith- ue for Congress; and that republican politician, not seeing 
ce. Aeré Was anything wrong about them—and we say here there was 
You nothing wrong about them, we say if that republican politician had 
you a the Chietf-Justice of the United States he might have put that 
ude “nstruction upon the law—takes those tickets and uses them, he 
hat eves them to the republican voters at the precinct, they are put into 
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the box; and thereupon this J. B. Martin j 
their being counted. 

Sir, even if on a technical construction of this statute these votes 
were not lawful, where is the man who would honestly and consci- 
entiously accept office on such terms ? 

Without discussing the details of this case further, I remark, in the 
same spirit in which I began this discussion, that if a precedent is 
wanted for the reversal of popular verdicts for the Congresses that 
shall come after us, if a precedent is wanted whereby the reversal of 
popular verdicts may be justified, if a precedent is wanted whereby 
a flagrant and atrocious wrong may be pleaded in defense of another 
wrong, no better opportunity can be found than is presented by this 
case. In a few weeks, as we all know, power in this House swin 
to the other side of this Chamber, and then yon of the majority wil! 
have no right to complain if they follow in your footsteps and inscribe 
upon their banners the indefensible sentiment: ‘‘ The villainy you 
teach me I will execute.” 


mps up and objects t« 


rs 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, announced 
the passage of the following bill and joint and concurrent resolutions 
without amendment: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2180) granting an increase of pension to James A. 
Reeve ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 266) ratifying the settlement of taxes 
made by the District commissioners with the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road Company ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No, 224) to print 6,000 copies of the report 
of the National Board of Health; and 

Concurrent resolution to print 30,000 extra copies of the second re- 
vised edition of the report of the United States Entomological Com- 
mission on cotton and boll worms. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION 

Mr. JONES rose, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to move the previous question. 
discussion takes place on this case let it be after the 
tion is ordered. 

Mr. KEIFER. 
ment. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I stated I rose to move the previous question. 

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. JonEs} desires to 
speak, and is ready to speak now. 

Mr.SPRINGER. Afterthe previous question is seconded there will 
be another hour for debate. 

Mr. KEIFER. There are two or three other gentlemen who desire 
to speak. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I call for the reeular order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Three hours have been given to gentlemen on 
that side, which I think is sufficient for the discussion of the case at 
this stage of the session. 

Mr. KEIFER. I warn the gentleman that he will not, perhaps, 
make progress by pressing his motion. I think he will find he has 
made a mistake if he undertakes to cut off debate. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to give a fair and full opportunity to dis- 
cuss this case, and I think the gentleman from Ohio will not say we 
have not given that opportunity. 

Mr. KEIFER. So far as I am personally concerned, I have had my 
hour; but gentlemen ought not to endeavor to cut off debate on so 
important a question as this. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. STEVENSON.) The gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] moves the previous question on the pending 
resolutions. 

The question was taken upon seconding the previous question; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 109), noes 1. 

Mr. KEIFER. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. BOUCK. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. HUNTON. I hope the House will not adjourn; a session has 
been ordered for this evening. 

Many Members. Regular order! 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will call the attention of 
the House to a previous order in respect to a session this evening. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
KEIFER ]} said the other day that there would be no factious opposi- 
tion to this case. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a previous order of the House 
this evening is set apart for the consideration of business from the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAYES. We do not want any more night sessions. 

Mr. BURROWS. A motion to adjourn is in order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that. 

Mr. BURROWS. Then I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair made the statement he did 
for the information of the House. 

The question was taken upon the motion to adjourn, and upon a 
division there were ayes 106, noes 111. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. KEIFER called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. KErrer and Mr. SPRINGER were ap- 
pointed. 
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Before the tellers took their places, 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. BLAND called for the y 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there 
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McKenzie 
McMahon, 
Me Millin 
Milis 
Mone 
Morrison 
Muldrow 


Ross 

Ryon, John W 
Samford 
Sawver 

Sh V : 


sue 


Acklen Davis, Joseph J. 
Aiken D Lowndes H. 
Armfield Deuster 

Atherton Dibrell 

Atkins 
Bachman 
Beale 
Beltzhoover 
Berry 
Bicknell 
Blackburn 
Bland 
Bragg 
Buckner, 
Cabell, Harris 
Carlisle, Hatch 
Clardy Heilma 
Clark, Alvah A Henk! 
Clark, John B. Henry 
Clements, Herbert 
Clymer, Herndon 
foftfroth Hill 
‘ 
< 
( 
< 
( 
( 
I 


iV1s 


Simonton 

Slemons 

Smith, William E. 
Sparks 
ney Spee I 
Geddes 

Goode 

Gunter 
Hammond, N. J. 
John T. 


Springer 
Stevenson 

Talbott 
Thompson, P. B. 
rownshend, R. W. 
Tucker 

Turner, Oscar 

7 Thomas 


‘olerick Hook 
sonverse Hostetler 
‘ook, House 
overt Hunton 
‘ravens, Hurd 


rT.) tor 
Johnsato 


Thomas 


Poehler 
Reagan 
Richmond 
Robertson 
NOT VOTING—5? 
Knott 
McLan 
Miller 
Morse 
Morto: 
Muller 
Neal 


Nore 


‘ulberson, 
davidson, Kenn 


Aldrich, N. W. Field 
Barlow, Fish 
Bingham Ford 
Bliss, Frost 
Bright Gibson 
Caldwell, Godshalk 
Caswell, Harris, Benj. W. 
Chalmers, Hazelton 
Chittenden Honk 
Cox Hubbel 
Crapo Hutchins 
Dick, James 
Evins Joyce 
Ewing Killinger 
Felton, Kitchin 
So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. 
At the conclusion of the second call, 
Mr. RYAN, of Kansas, said: I desire to withdraw my vote. I voted 
inadvertently, and am paired with Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky. 
The vote of Mr. Ryan, of Kansas, was accordingly withdrawn. 
Mr. RICHMOND. Idesire tostate that Mr. RoTmwE tt is detained 
at his room by sickness. 
Mr. HUNTON. Lask that the reading of the names be dispensed 
with. 
Mr. WARNER. I object. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the names of those who had voted. 
The following pairs were announced : 
Mr. FERNANDO Woop with Mr. Dick, for to-day. 
Mr. STEELE with Mr. CHITTENDEN, with the right on the part of Mr. 
STEELE to vote when necessary to make a quorum. 
Mr. RYAN, of Kansas, with Mr. CALDWELL, for the remainder of 
to-day. 
Mr. CHALMERS with Mr. CASWELL, for this evening. 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi, with Mr. Norcross, until Monday 
next. 


ston, O. R. 
Hezekiah B. 


stephens 
rosa Taylor Robert L. 
O' Brier Vard 
O'Neill White 
Orth W hitthorne, 
Price Vood, Fernando 
Rice Wood, Walter A. 
Robeso: Wri ght 
Rothwell! 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


ROTHWELL with Mr. PRICE. 
KLoTz with Mr. MILLER, until Monday next. 
STEPHENS with Mr. Brincuam. 
KITCHIN with Mr. Forp, until further notice. 
MortTON with Mr. McLAng, until Monday next 
O'NEILL with Mr. MULLER. ; 
Cox with Mr. Haze.ton, for the remainder of to-day 
WHITTHORNE with Mr. WHITE. : 
JOYCE with Mr. WRIGHT. 

Mr. ROBESON with Mr. EWING, for one week, commenci 

Mr. Buiss with Mr. KETCHAM. 

Mr. GIBSON with Mr. Crapo. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee, with Mr. HUBBELL. 

Mr. HUTCHINS with Mr. WALTER A. Woop. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee, with Mr. Houx. 

Mr. JAMES with Mr. O’BRIEN. 

Mr. FISHER with Mr. BriGcurt. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated 
thereupon (at k and fifty-five minutes p. m.) the Hons 


four o’clock : 
us 


ng to-d Ly 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were laid 
the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. WILLIAM ALDRICH: The petitions of Eliel, Kollenhe: 
& Hiller and 14 others; of Henry Schmidt and 14 others: ang ; 
John Lussem and 39 others, manufacturers of cigars in Chicago, I! 
nois, for the reduction of the tax on cigars to $5 per thousand; 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BARBER: The petitions of John B. Thiesen and others: o: 
Herman Scholz and others: of Peter Schaefer and others; and of He 
S. Barnett and others, of Chicago, Ilinois, of similar import—to the 
same committee. 

$y Mr. BEALE: The petition of H. H. Sibley, for leave to prose 
cute his claim against the Government in respect to the Sibley tent— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

By Mr. CAMP: Two petitions of citizens of New York, that t 
Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—to the Committ 
Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of Georgo H. Upham, for arrears of pensions—: 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ; 

By Mr. COFFROTH: The petitions of William H. Burkey and ° 
others, soldiers of Pennsylvania, against the passage of Senate b 
No. 496—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CULBERSON: The petition of Asa Weems and others, { 
the amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents 

Also, the petition of the same parties for the passage of an inter. 
state-commerce bili—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the same parties that the Bureau of Agric 
ure be made a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture 

Also, the petition of Burgess Clark and others, of similar import— 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of T. S. Cooper and others, for the passage of a: 
interstate-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: A bill making an appropriation for the im 
provement of the Suwanee River, Florida—to the same committee. 

Also, a bill making an appropriation for the improvement of th 
Appalachicola River, Florida—to the same committee. 

Also, a bill making an appropriation for the improvement of 1! 
Choctawhatchee River, in Florida—to the same committee. ; 

By Mr. GEORGE R. DAVIS: The petition of I’. Seeger & Co. ané 
30 others, manufacturers of Chicago, Illinois, for a reduction of the tas 
on cigars to $5 per thousand—to the Committee on Ways and Means 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of David E. Stewart and 1) others 
citizens of Minnesota, for the passage of the Geddes pension-cour! 
bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Memorial of the mayor and council of the city 
New Orleans, Louisiana, asking that the United States assume ma! 
itime jurisdiction over the waters of Bayou Saint John and exca 
vate a harbor channel connecting that bayou with the Mississip| 
River at some point near the upper line of Carrollton, and also belov 
the barracks—to the Committee on Commerce. ww 

By Mr. GEDDES: The petition of Jacob Bailey, George Elliot 
Joshua Clark, William Clark, and 33 others, citizens of Knox County 
Ohio, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—te ' 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of an 1 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. si 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for such amendment of the 
patent laws as will protect innocent purchasers against fraudues 
vendors of patents—to the Committee on Patents. : 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for such legislation upon ™ 
subject of interstate commerce as will secure equality of privues™ 
in transportation—to the Committee on Commerce.  caioaenii 

By Mr. JOHN T. HARRIS: The petition of Edward 8. Rugg'es . 
Virginia, for the removal of his political disabilities—to the Com™ 
tee on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of S. C. Jones, Thomas Hut 
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and others, of Cylon, Wisconsin, for legislation to regulate in- 


hrey> transportation—to the Committee on Commerce. 
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4]so, the petition of the same parties, for an income-tax law—to | 


0 on Ways and Means. ; ; 
iso, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of a law mak- 
a ‘ ‘Commissioner of Agriculture a Cabinet oflicer—to the Com- 
ttee on Agriculture. Sele cea Bea 
he Mr. HUNT( WN: The petition ot citizens of \ irginia, fora post- 
»’ “rom Happy Creek to Venus, Virginia—to the Committee on the 
Poet Otte? and Post-Roads. Fo ie: ‘ 
; By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition ot Seth N. Hedges, brevet major- 
ral of volunteers, and 56 other soldiers, against the passage of 
se ety-gurgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


\ 


he sixt et ; : ; é 
Tk Mr McMILLIN: The petition of J. M. Davis, for compensation 


, 


r money 
mittee On Claims. ts 
” Also the petition of H. B. Davis, r. But 

52 of Tennessee, that J. M. Davis he paid for money expended by 

m—to the same committee, = : 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of August Fernan and others, 
song of Belleville, Illinois, for a reduction of the tax on cigars— 
o the Committee on Ways and Means. Age a oe 
* By Mr. MURCH: The petition of J. W. Black and 13 others, citi- 
ons of Searsport, Maine, for the passage of Senate bill No. 496 as 


amended—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


apers relating to the pension claim of Ann Hunter—to the | ? : : ; 
Also, papers 2 I | instant, a report of the Superintendent of the Census in regard to 


me cow ittee. 
"— Mr, PHELPS: The petition of H. Trowbridge’s Sons and others, 
£ New Haven, Connecticut, for the passage of the bill providing that 
the duty upon sugar shall be assessed upon the quantity delivered 
from warehouse instead of the quantity entering into warehouse—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of the Board of Trade of Davenport, 


I ‘or the passage of the Reagan interstate-commerce bill—to the | 5 . 
lowa, for the passag ‘igciania the table and printed. 


Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of 48 citizens of Le Claire, lowa, for additional 
ippropriations for the Mississippi River—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RAY: The petition of Bela Sawyer and 28 others, citizens 
{ New Hampshire, against the passage of the Bentley sixty-surgeons 
»ill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RICE: The petitions of the Washington and Moen Manu- 
facturing Company and others, and of S. K. Heywood & Co. and 
thers, of Worcester, Massachusetts, for the passage of a national 
bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SHERWIN: The petition of F. J. Barbian, for a reduction 
f the tax on cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. E. B. TAYLOR: The petition of citizens of Ohio, that the 
Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the amendment of the 
patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for legislation regulating 
iterstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. THOMAS UPDEGRAFF': The petition of 63 business associ- 
itions, firms, and individuals, of Dubuque, Iowa, for the appropriation 





if $1,100,000 for the improvement of the Mississippi River above the | 


mouth of the Ilinois River—to the same committee. 
By Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of A. A. Higden and others, 


that the indemnity limit of the Saint Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba | 
Railway Company be opened for settlement—to the Committee on | 


the Public Lands. 
by Mr. WEAVER: The petition of E. K. Hayes and 42 others, of 


bonds with surplus money in the Treasury and by issuing Treasury 
otes—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 28, 1881. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I have received and present to the 
a the credentials of Eugene Hale, of Ellsworth, Maine, elected 
dy the Legislature of Maine, as a United States Senator for six years 
‘tom the 4th of March next, and to fill the vacancy which will be 
*ecasioned on the expiration of the term which I am now serving. 
“oe that the credentials be read and placed upon the files of the 

The credentials were read and ordered to be filed. 


waeee presented the credentials of JosepH R. HAWLEY, elected 
term con 
ne tiled, 
ed (CE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of SAMUEL J. R. 


» elected by the Legislature of Minnesota a Senator from 


expended in the service of the United States—to the Com- | 


H. Butler, and 120 others, citi- | 


that State for the term commencing March 4, 1331; which were read 
and ordered to be tiled. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from t 
Secretary of War, transmitting a communication from the sup 
tendent of the Government building on the corner of Seventeenth 
and F streets, in the city of Washington, recommending an appro- 
priation of $7,500 fora hydraulic passenger elevator for that building, 
and an additional sum for compensation of an operator at the rate of 
$720 per annum; which was referred to the Committee on Appropria 
tions. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting copy of reports of the Chief of Engineers, and Major J. 
W. Barlow, Corps of Engineers, on the bill (S. No. 2001) authorizing 
the Secretary of War to release a right of way in lands in Groton, 
Connecticut, Fort Griswold reservation; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting a communication from the Chief Signal Officer recom- 
mending an addition to the sundry civil appropriation bill appropri 
ating $5,000 for observing the movements of the Rocky Mountai: 
locusts, and giving notice to the farmers of the country, of the said 
movements; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the 
Interior, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the sth 


| alleged frauds in the enumeration of the inhabitants of South Carolina 


Mr.PENDLETON. TheSenatorfrom South Carolina, [Mr. BUTLER, } 
when a communication on this same subject was sent to the Senate, 
asked that it should lie upon the table, that he might make some re 
marks upon it. As he is not in his seat now, I suggest that this com 
munication take the same course. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The communication will be laid upon 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a memorial signed by a great number 
of soldiers of the State of New York, protesting against legislation 
in regard to pensions and favoring the bill to appoint two surgeons 
in each congressional district. I move that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB presented the petition of John F. Miller and several! 


others, citizens of Newton, Harvey County, Kansas, praying for an 


| amendment to the bill, now pending, to establish terms of the United 





gislature of Connecticut, a Senator from that State, for the | 
mencing March 4, 1881; which were read, and ordered to 


: 1 | several other citizens of Homer, Illinois; 
Stoneham, Massachusetts, for the payment of maturing Government | 


States circuit and district court at Wichita, Kansas 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAMPTON presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Charleston, South Carolina, in favor of the enactment of a national 
bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi 
ciary. 

He also presented the petition of R. Kingsland and 37 others, mer 
chants of Columbia, South Carolina, praying for the enactment of a 
national bankrupt law ; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of Henry Murdock and several! 
other manufacturers of cigars, of Chicago, Illinois, praying for the 
reduction of the internal-revenue tax on cigars from $6 to $5 pet 
thousand; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of B. F. Mullin and several other 
citizens of Mason City, Illinois; the memorial of E. S. Cusick and 
and the memorial of Daniel 
Long and several other citizens of Urbana, Illinois, all surviving 
soldiers of the war for the Union, remonstrating against the passage 
of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication 


; which was r 


| of pension claims, and the amendments thereto; which were referred 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. THURMAN presented additional papers to accompany the bil! 
(S. No. 2046) granting a pension to Thomas Worthington; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the memorial of A. R. Keifer and several 
other citizens of Saint Paul, Minnesota, surviving soldiers of the war 
for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No 
496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension claims, 
and in favor of what is known as the Geddes pension bill: which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of Nathan Stockwell and 
41 others, citizens of Hickory Corners, Michigan, surviving soldiers of 
the war for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill 
(S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pen 
sion claims, and the amendments thereto; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 








REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. JOHNSTON. The Select Committee on the subject of pleuro- 


pneumonia and other contagious and infectious diseases of cattle and 
other domestic animals, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 2097) 
for the establishment of a bureau of animal industry, and for the 
suppression and prevention of contagious diseases among domestic 
| animals, have directed me to report it with amendments. 


I give notice 


EE Tite es HR MS De 


CONGRESSIONAL 


business of the 

ind consider the bill. 

hav nD ¢ in charge 

ist reported y tl ; 1 ir fror ici a, I desire to say 
ae Ses cone Ir in ail e | I iii 

GROOME, m ti n ittee on P l . to whom was re- 

rou I \ ‘ i ) »s Commodore 

allowed a 

ordered to 


irther con- 


vyhom was 

anting pensions 1 widow and 
Meenan, deceased, reported it with an 
a report thereon ; hi was ordered to 
Public Lands, to whom was 

) 4 ] Y ] . ] 


7 + 
»>ceTta is lit 


1 
t 


: j stl 18 
1. of Michigan, reported it with an amendmen 
the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 

» affirm to the State of Michigan certain lands hereto- 
d State to aid in the construction ¢ f a railroad, 


+ 


puryy. ses, reported adversely her ; and the bill was 


( 
t 
t 


ig j i and Control 
nses of the Senate, vhom was referred the 
Mr. PLUMB on the 2ist instant, directing the 
the Committee on Privileges and 
charged from its further consideration, and 


Committee on Privileges and Elections; 


ses be Tore 


‘ oo : aol 4 . 
itte¢ ( i sions, To \ om Was re- 


R. No. 859) granting a pension to William H. Scrib- 
thout amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 
ed to be printed. . 
the same committee, to whom \ refe! 1 the bill 
granting a pension to Francis H. Bird, submitted an 
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill 
stponed indelinitely. 
r. JONAS, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom 
referred the bill (S. No. 1220) for the reilef of Henry M. Rector 
hn H. Russell, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which was 
1 to be printed, and the bill Was postponed indefinitely. 
KIR K WOOD, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
bill (S. No. 1637 ranting a pension to Ellen M. Godfrey, 


£ E 
t ul ent, and submitted a report thereon; 


an amendm al ittec 
dered to be printed 
] committee, to whom was referred the bill 
asing the pension of Mi uT'y A. Steece, widow of 
umseh Steece, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ed to be printed, and the bill was postpe ned indet nitely. 

. KIRKWOOD. am also directed by the Committee on Pen- 
eferred the bill (H. R. No. 1579) granting a pen- 
Ward, to reportit adversely. The Senator from 
canes} who takes a decided interest in this bill 
desires that it go on the Calendar, and I move 

that direction. 
--PRESIDENT. The bill will be pl: lon the Calendar 
diverse report ol the committee. 

Ss SAU NDERS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (8. No. 1920) to provide for the sale of a part of 
the reservation of the Omaha tribe of Indians in the State of Ne- 
braska, l er purposes, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. PLATT, 1¢ Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 

Johnson, praying for arrears of pension, sub- 
port thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the commi ‘were discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred ill (S. No. 1960) to amend section 5171 and repeal section 

176 of the Revised Statutes in relation to the circulation of national 
banks, reported it without nee nt. 

DMUNDS. Iam directed by the C ommittee on Private Land 
iims, to which was referred the bill (S. No. 1439) to confirm the 

t irvey of the pueblo of San Francisco, to report that we have 

t ie and that we find it is an ordinary case of a con- 

by » judicial courts under the California land commission 

D1 of "the pueblo of San Francisco, and that the only real 

the execution of the decree and applying it to the land. 

tutes require the location of the decree to be done by the execu- 

ofticers of the United States; and the committee as at present 

advised see no reason for the interference of Congress, but think that 

the matter, so far as we now understand it, ought to be left to the 

authorities where the law has left it in such cases. We therefore 
recommend that the bill be indefinite ly postponed. 

lhe bill was postponed indetinitely. 


I . » whom was! 
sion to Mrs. Sallie T. 
LI 
he 


Kentucky [ Mr. W1 


| Lis SCaAL, 


‘ 
‘ 


} 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. WHYTE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 2112) authorizing the inspection and issue of an 
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American register to the British steamship Gulnare ; which wa 
twice by its ‘title, and referred to the Committee on C onmme re 
Mr. DAWES asked and, by unanimous consent, obt; ained 1 lea 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2113) to establish the rights of the P eieen & 
if Indians, and to settle their affairs; which was read twice }, 
title, and referred to the Committee to examine into the cireymera, 
connected with the removal of the Northern Cheyennes fra, 

Sioux reservation to the Indian Territory. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained }, 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2114) for the relief of Captain W., w, }, 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit; 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I have been requested by a Citizen of Iowa + 
present for reference a bill, which I send to the table, and w+) 
the articles of incorporation of the company named in the hi 
have not had time to read either the bill or the articles of ine, a , 
tion, but I desire that the bill, with the accompanying papers 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. —~ 


By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bil] (Sy 


2115) to aid the United States Post: al Telegraph Company in th 
struction and operation of postal telegraph lines; which x 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Ofj 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. KERNAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leay 
introduee a bill (S. No. : 2116 ) to authorize the United States dist; 
court to proceed in the case of the executors and heirs of August a 
Yturbide, deceased, appellants, against the United States, apnelles 
and hear and determine the same onits merits; which was ead t 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiei 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to int; 
duce a bill (S. No. 2117) to legalize the collection of taxes on accou 
of shares of stock in national banks; which was eae} twice } 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALLACE asked and, by unanimous consent, 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2118) granting a pensio n to Emma A. Ram- 
sey; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Comm 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. COCKRELL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained lea) 
to introduce. a bill (S. No. 2119) to authorize the publication of 
descriptive catalogue of all Government publications from J 
1776, to date; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BLAINE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained lea 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2120) for the establishment of United Sta 
ocean mail service and the revival of foreign commerce in Americ: 
steamships; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. BLAINE. I want the bill referred to whatever committe 
under consideration the bill which was discussed by the Senator fro: 
Kentucky [Mr. BEcK] yesterday, which, I believe, is the Committ 
on Finance. As the bill only contains two sections, if the Senat 
will give me permission, I should like to have it read. It is offered 
as a substitute for the bill of the Senator from Kentucky. 

The bill was read at length, and referred to the Committ 
Finance, as follows: 


rae, 
ata 


) ty 
Lf 


e; 


obt ained lea 


Be it enact ted, dc., That the owners of American steamships of 3,000 tons 1 
ter or upward, constructed after approved models and equal in accommodatior 
safety, and speed to the mail-carrying vessels of any nation, shall be entitled 
ceive for carrying the United States mails on regular lines of such steamships frot 
any port or ports in the United States toany foreign port or ports, mail co1 
tion not exceeding $30 per nautical mile per annum for the distance one 
twelve round trips per annum; $45 per mile for twenty-four trips and & 
mile for forty-eight trips per annum; in accordance with contracts to be ma 
such mail transportation by the Postmaster-General after public advertisement fot 
proposals with the lowest bidders on each line, for terms not exceeding filtee 
years, and upon all the conditions for securing rapid and efficient transportati . 
which are usual or established by law in similar cases. 

Src. 2. Only those steamships shall be accepted for such service Wi hich hi 
been built in American ship-yards, of American materials, and by American m 
chanics; and they shall be commanded by citizens of the United States, and ma ed 
by crews of whom at least three-fourths are American citizens; and before bens 
accepted they shall be duly yo agg d under the direction of the Postmaster 
eral and the Secretary of the Navy; and such Secretary may also allow an ay 
of the ~ leave of absence for not exceeding five years for the purpose « 
ing on such ships, which absence shall be without pay, but without pre 
rank or promotion. 

Mr. WALLACE. I ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, - 
I desire that it lie on the table so that I may callit up atsome futu wt 
time, in order to submit some remarks upon it when the Senate shal 

do me the pleasure to hear me. 2 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a joint lt 

*. . ¢iftl 
olution (S. R. No, 148) proposing an amendment to the Constituti 
re. . I 
changing the ale of electing President and Vice-P: resident ¢ 
) 
United States ; which was re ad twice by its title, and orde red t 
on the table. 
HARBOR OF REFUGE ON PACIFIC COAST. 
i . ‘ 8 - on- 

Mr. FARLEY submitted the following resolution ; which was © 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agre eed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of te Treasury be directed to furnis 
with a copy of the report of A. F. Rogers, of the Coast and Geodetic 
the peepees ~d harbor of refuge for the Pacific coast. 

JAMES H. REEVE. “ 
x] the 

Mr. VOORHEES. Yesterday the Senate considered and passed {7 

bill (HL. R. No. 2180) granting an increase of pension to Ja 
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o.eve, The Senator from Virginia, [Mr. WITHERS, ] the chairman of 
‘’ Committee on Pensions, was then present and confirmed the state- 
“ont that I made on which the Senate passed the bill. I learn from 
“gonator from New Jersey (Mr. McPHERsSON] that the Senator 
Virginia, who is absent to-day at home, has addressed him anote 

he subject. Iask that the bill be withheld from the President 

*) Monday, When the Senator returns, so that he may take any 

oat e desires. 

\;, INGALLS. The Senator had better enter a motion to recon- 

; ¢he vote by which the bill was passed. 

\~ VOORHEES. I will say to the Senator from Kansas that if 

" senator from Virginia, when he returns on Monday wants to enter 

for reconsideration, he can do so. 

My INGALLS. But in the absence of a motion to reconsider, have 
‘oficers of the Senate any right to withhold the bill, it having 
eed? I should say not. 
uty JOHNSTON. As the absence of my colleague has been referred 
“7 Jesire to state that he was called home by a telegram announc- 

+he death of his sister, and that he will be here on Monday. 

\fr. HARRIS. I will enter a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
tho bill was passed, so that it may be reserved. 

rhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion to reconsider will be entered. 
will stay 1t. 

HARRIS subsequently said: I entered a motion this morning 
sider the vote by which the Senate passed the bill (H.R. No. 
ranting an increase of pension to James H. Reeve. I am in- 
d by the Secretary that the bill has been returned to the House 
‘ I now move that the Secretary be instructed to 


Tet 


“Mi 

2150 
rme¢ 
f Representatives. 
] its return. 

' The motion was agreed to. 
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[he VICE-PRESIDENT. 
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GROUNDS IN CHICAGO. 


The business of the morning hour is con- 


= 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I gave notice on Tuesday last that I would 

sk the indulgence of the Senate to take up this morning the bill (S. 
No, 1985) to confirm to the city of Chicago the title to certain public 
* Mr, EDMUNDS. I hope the Senator from Illinois will not try to 

‘¢ up that bill this morning. I hope we shall go on with the order of 

Calendar under the Anthony rule, if there is nothing else to be done. 
(he report was only made two or three days ago, and the views which 
| had the honor to submit are only just this morning printed and laid 

he table. In addition to that, since the minority report which I 

mitted has been made, I have received information from respecta- 
esources in Chicago that the tax-paying portion of that city are 
strongly opposed to this measure, that they regard it as one that is 
result in a great injury to the tax-payers of that city for reasons 
which they state and which I cannot debate on the mere taking up 

{ the bill; and from other parties I have just received at my desk 
protests in respect of certain private rights that are going to be 
affected, as they say, by the passage of this bill, which I have not had 
ine to examine, and I do not know what they are. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I can satisfy the Senator on that point. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That may be; but I thinkit would be more satis- 
gs factory in respect to a bill of this great importance that there should 
ae alittle time to allow the tax-paying people who are interested to 
be still farther heard from, and to allow the persons who claim that 
their private rights are to be injured to have time enough to enable 
senators to understand what their pretensions are. I hope, therefore, 
that the Senate will go on with the pension cases or something, and 
not take up this bill this morning. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Mr. President, it isof the highest impor- 
ance that if this bill is acted upon by this Congress it should be acted 
= pon in this body very soon. It is of no use to keep it here for two 
rthree weeks and go on with the Calendar. I presented the report 
i the Judiciary Committee on Tuesday last, and then gave notice 
tat would ask to take this bill up to-day. I certainly have not 
isked the indulgenee of the Senate very much this winter, and I do 
ser hot see Why we cannot as well consider the bill now as in the future. 

; ‘aby particular day within two or three days could be set for its con- 
‘eration, I should have no objection to that; but everybody knows 
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au ‘hat every other Senator has got some important bill that he wants 
= cted upon, and inasmuch as | have got the ear of the Senate now, I 
shai! hot see why the bill should not be taken up and acted on. 
the VICE-PRESIDENT. What motion does the Senator submit ? 
o— ‘it. DAVIS, of Illinois. To set aside the Anthony rule. 
tion il ‘ VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois moves to post- 
f the te the pending order, which is the consideration of the Calendar 
to lie nde r the Anthony rule, for the purpose indicated by him, and the 
“*stion is, Will the Senate postpone the pending order ? 
_ ar. LOGAN, I desire to say a word in reference to this bill that 
con- _» COheague wishes to have taken up by the Senate. It is of the 


: _ Importance that this bill should be acted on as soon as possi- 
oe is to be passed this session. Itisa bill of very great impor- 
A ®o the people generally and especially to the city of Chicago. 

hy: far as the private rights of individuals mentioned by the Sena- 
‘rom Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] are concerned, I do not think there 
a anything found in this bill that will interfere with the private 
“Sits of any individual or individuals. It is a bill that is certainly 
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desired by the people there; and although there may be objections to 
it, in my judgment there can certainly be no valid objection to it 
passage when it is understood by the Senate. 

I hope, therefore, that the motion of my colleague will be agreed to 
and that the bill may be taken up and have the Senate underst 
its provisions and see whether there is anything objectiona 
or not. I think they will find that there is not. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the rule of the Senate forbids m« 
upon this motion to speak to the merits of this bill. For that reasor 
I shall not do so, but I have another. If upon the bill being consid 
ered it turns out that it is wanting in merit, I wish to hold myself 
entirely free upon being informed of that to oppose the bill and t 
vote against it. I rise, however, for the purpose of saying that this 
matter has recently been considered quite fully ; I may say, I believe, 
without impropriety, first by a sub-committee of the Judiciary Com 
mittee and afterward by the Judiciary Committee itself at two meot 
ings. Areport from that committee is here, a printed report covering 
some four pages; the matter is fresh in recollection all around ; and 
for myself, I feel that I could act upon it now, at least as far as we 
may go before we ascertain that there is something which has not 
been brought to the notice of the committee, better than I could were 
it to lie over to a future day. Itisafresh transaction now before us ; 
and for one I should be very glad to act upon it. And referri 
what has been said by the Senator from Vermont, if after the bill i 
taken up it turns out that he has information which was not consid 
ered by the committee which changes the aspect of the case, the bill 
can be laid aside or deferred then; but it seems to me that as far 
the matter is now understood, it will be convenient and desirable to 
go on with it. 

In addition to that, as the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis] has 
said, if the bill is to be acted upon by both Houses at this session of 
Congress there is no time to be lost. If it be an unmeritorious Dill, 
this is a very good time to defeat it; if there be merit in it, concert 


s 





ing as it does the convenience of a great many people, this is at 
opportune moment to consider it. Therefore I shall vote to take uy 
the bill. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, evidently the bill now sought 


to be taken up is likely to provoke discussion and take considerable 
time. I wish to say that the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. WirTueErs, } 
the chairman of the Committee on Pensions, gave notice yesterda‘ 
that he intended calling up to-day the unobjected pension cases o1 
the Calendar. As this bill is likely to take a large amount of th: 
time of the Senate, I would suggest that the pension cases be first 
considered. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
much time? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. 
that. 

Mr. THURMAN. The whole thing is in a nutshell; the « 
be understood in ten minutes by the Senate. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I am willing to consider it for a 
time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motior 
Senator from Illinois to postpone the pending order. 

Mr. COKE. I hope that the motion of the Senator from 
will not prevail. There is a bill, which is the unfinished 
that I think ought to be acted on. Will this motion affect that 

Mr. CONKLING. Thisdoes not interfere with the Senator’s unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr. COKE. Then I shall make no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the Sen 
ator from Illinois to postpone the Calendar of general orders 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate now « 
named by the Senator from Illinois? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Idesire to call up unobjected pension cases on 
the Calendar reported from the Committee on Pensions. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question now is, W 
Senate consider the bill (S. No. 1935) to confirm to the city of Ch 
the title to certain public grounds? 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It provides that all the right 
and title of the United States to the streets and grounds dedicated to 
public use in that part of the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, 
known as “ Fort Dearborn addition toChicago,” subdivided and plat 
ted under the authority of the Secretary of War in 1839, shall be re- 
linquished and granted to that city and its successors, with authority 
to sell and convey so much thereof as lies south of the south line of 
Randolph street and between the east line of Michigan avenue, as 
now laid out and improved, and the roadway of the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company, for the erection thereon of a railway pass 
station-house and other purposes incident thereto. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now let us hear the report, Mr. President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Davis 
of Illinois, on the 25th instant: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S l 
entitled ‘‘A bill to confirm to the city of Chicago the title to certain public 
grounds,” have had the same under consideration, and have directed me to make 
the following report 

The public grounds referred to in the bill are sit 


Why does the Senator suppose the bil 

We have already had sufficient indications o 
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I g nown a Fort D ( ule I t adit 
ibdivision Of the Tractional southwest quarter of sect l nt ship 
f range 14 east of the third principal meridian, containing tot 
Gover survey made in | 7.32 acre It bn ed « north 
rand on the east by La M ran. : 
ears, commencing as ear as 104, the tract was occuy lLbyt Gov 
1 military post and Indian agency, and in the year 1°24, at the request 
t of War, was formally reserved from sale for 1 tary purposes 
In th Mr. Poinsett, Secret of War, under t direction of the Pre 
1 Mat Bir« ( ‘ t of the ¢ ] Othce, as the 
ge ’ Dey ment i¢ the } I 
ation as was no longer required for 1 
I which had been erected pon the 
gent s directed to ibdivide the 
e nec iry rve i ij 
nstrnucted to make an estimate o 
pose of e best infort on he could 
he s for to the } est bidder 
nea | lings cor cted v } 
ners io the a of t 
© le be considered inadequate, | I 
\cting under this authority, Mr. Birchar ind, aiter a 
onterence Wi a committee appointed by tl city, adopted 
he proposed sube sion. In conformity to the provis ns of the State 
then in force, providing for the making and recording of town plats, he 
nd to be surveved bv the county eyor, and a map or plat of the 
to be made, on which the entire tract was subdivided into blocks, lots, 
é alleys, and public groun ied by the county surveyor 
wen ei Mr. Dire @ « ty registry of deeds: 
more than forty years it ] Executive Department 
Government as a lawful ar ion of the land thereon 
é ibed. It has also received tl 1 of Congress in disposing 
some of the lots not sold in 1839, (see act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beau 
) Statutes at Large, page 605.) The plat was styled ‘‘ Fort Dearborn addi- 
tion to Chicago Sales were by Mr. Birchard of most of the property, and 
the Government reported to received more than two hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars tor the lots sold rhe sales were confirmed by the Secretary of 
Var, and no suggestion has ever been made that the property did not bring its full 
1¢ at the time, or that the n adopted for selling it was not advantageous to 


he Governme 
Che lots having been sold as delineated upon the recorded plat, the purchasers 
juired an interest in the streets and public grounds on which their lots abutted ; 
! nanifest that the Government could not after the sale make any disposition 
f those streets or public grounds inconsistent with the use to which they had been 
edicated rhe attempt to do so, if it had the power, without the consent of the 
t-owners interested, or making adequate provision for their compensation, would 
ea flagrant act of bad faith 
' : 


fhe statute of the State, with the provisions of which the ’ 
ended to comply in making and recordi pl 





agent evidently in- 





g ng the plat, provided that the land intended 
» be used for streets, commons, or other public uses, and noted as such on the plat, 
should vest in fee-simple in the town or city where they were situated, to ve held 
n the corporate name thereof for the uses and purposes thus expressed or intended. 
by virtue of that and subsequent statutes of a similar character, the legal title to 
he streets and other public grounds in the different towns and cities of Illinois, 


are exceptions, is vested in the loca] municipality, the simple acknowledgment 


nd recording of the plat on which they are laid down operating as a suflicient con- 
eyance from the donor and as a general warranty against him and his heirs to the 

donee, for the uses and purposes thus indicated 

It appears, however, from a decision made a few years since by the United States 
uit court at Chicago, that the presiding judge was of the opinion that although 


be streets and public grounds in Fort Dearborn addition to Chicago had been law- 
yt 




































fully dedicated with the consent of the Government, through its authorized agent 
top yet in consequence of certain ical informalities in making the 
at ation 0] ted as a common-law dé tion, and not under the stat- 
t ) title to the streets and public grounds was still 
t | use, which had been aflixed to them— 
e | r them inconsistent with the 
Ty bill proposes that this mere 
f Chicago; and your committee 

no interest in retaining that 

n the property forty years 

I cress all be granted to the 
the ground dedicated to 

‘ 1 thereon of a railway pas 

* the joint use and accom- 

r the city upon the tracks and 

which lie immediately adja- 

e facts relating to this feature of the bill appear to be s ally as fol 

I eastern bound: Dearborn addition is Lake an, and the 

‘ ‘ vis Mac et Randolph street lies two blocks north of 

eet and runs pi 1ittothe lake Between these two str " 

ll piece of ground i in shape, lying east of blocks 12 and 15 and be- 

veen them and the lake ineated on the plat, across which were written the 





ds, ‘‘ Public ground, forever to remain vacant of buildings,” and in an explan- 
ment written on the margin of the plat and signed by Mr. Birchard,as 
| The public ground be- 
Randolph and Madison streets, and fronting on Lake Michigan, is not to be 

with buildings of any descriptio: \ street ninety feet wide, called 


tott y r there iet } } ‘ ' 
‘ the Secretary of W: here 18 this deciaration 




















Lic i enue, Was extended many years ag« line through this pub- 
ound from Randolph street « north t treet on the south. The 
nd lying east of this avenne and betwee rd et and Madison street 

t the time of the subdivision in 1539, ax v land on the margin of 

e, nearly eight hundred feet lon d ry x. in width from about fifty 

Randolph street to about one hun | feet at M on street. In 1852 the 

strip had been reduced by ¢ | abrasion, caused by the action of 

ke, to twenty-two and a half feet at lolph street, and at Madison street 

© entire surtace of the strip had worn away and completely disappeared beneath 

waters of the lake rhis process of erosion had then been going on for many 
years along the whole city front upon the lake shore. 

During that year the Illinois Central Railroad was constructed. By virtue of 

ts charter, and an ordinance of the city passed pursuant to the provisions of the 





rter, the railroad company was authorized to occupy for its right of way a spaee 
hundred feet wide in front of fractional sections 10 and 15, in the open waters 
i lake, upon the condition, which wascomplied with, that the company should 
onstruct a breakwater along the east line of its right of way suflicient to protect 
the shore from further encroachments by the lake. The inner line of the right of 
way was established ata distance of four hundred feet east of the west line of 
Michigan avenue. The tracks of the company along this part of its line were 
originally laid upon piles driven into the bed of the lake, but the entire space in- 
cluded within its right of way was subsequently filled with earth and converted 


nto firm ground. Ineide of this right of way there remained for many years in 
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a 
front of the strip of public ground above described, and of the gs} a 
siderable stance south, a basin of smooth water, which has been filled + 

city within afew years past, and a part of it improved as a public park, ] 


way the space between the natural shore and the roadway of the rail y 
has been reclaimed from the lake, and the ground east of Michigan avy, 
desired for a passenger station-house, has auniform width of three hund 
feet fo that portion of the ground rescued in this artificial manner from ; 
at the expense of the city, it would seem that the General Government 

f title, it being the settled doctrine of the Supreme Court, laid down 
well-considered cases, that the title to the bed of the great navigable wate rs 
country is vested in the States respectively and not in the United Stat, 
Government grants and surveys along our great inland lakes and rive; 
this reason never been extended below the limits of high-water. 

As to that part of the ground which formed the natural shore, while jt 
held that the legal title is still in the General Government, yet it is also clear, 
it is a bare legal title, divested of any beneficial or equitable interest, ‘Tho .- 
has been effectually dedicated to public use, and the Government cannot ; 
from thatuse. In effect, it holds the technical legal title in trust, for t 
benefit of the public and the adjacent property-owners. 

It further appears that the parties beneticially interested in the use. nan, 
State of Illinois, as representing the general public, and all the property 
with perhaps a single exception, have given their consent to the sale of ti 
by the city for the purposes mentioned in the bill. The city of Chicago” 
representative of that portion of the public more immediately concerned 
unanimous vote of its city council, has asked for this legislation; and no op, 
appeared before your committee t» oppose i The bill does not interfere 
private rights, all such rights being carefully guarded. It proposes merely t 
the consent of Congress to a change from one public use of the property toa 
which, in the judgment of those directly interested, has been rendered ne 
by the increase of population and business and other circumstances affectin« + 
interests of the public in that quarter of the city. : 

Your committee are of opinion that the desired consent should be granted. \ 
should Congress refuse it If it does refuse, the ground will still remain sy 
to the use to which it was originally dedicated. The Governmentcan neither 
the land, nor lease it, nor use it. Nor is there any reason to think that it wi! 
rive the slightest profit or advantage from maintaining the original dedication 
the price obtained for the adjacent lots it has received pay for the property or 
at its full value; and your committee are therefore of opinion that the cons 
asked for should be granted gratuitously, and without imposing any onero 
ditions ; 

Your committee report the 1 




















ast 


ill, with amendments, and recommend its passag 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the views of the minority, Mr. Presi 
dent. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The views of the minority will be read 
The Chief Clerk read the following views, submitted by Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS on the 27th instant: 


Prior to June, 1837, the United States was the owner, in its political charact 
as a part of the cession of the Northwest Territory, of a tract of land at Cl 
known as the Fort Dearborn reservation, bounded north by the Chicago Rivera 
east by Lake Michigan ; the southern and western boundaries being upon pub 
lands that had before been disposed of in the usual way. In that year, under t 
authority of law, the Secretary of war proceeded to lay off into lots and s 
eral blocks of land to private purchasers, with streets intersecting, and lea 
unsold the northerly point of the reservation at the junction of the Chicago ] 
with Lake Michigan, and a quantity of land lying along the lake shore n 
southern part of the reservation. On the oflicial plan of the reservation, s 
the lots to be sold, this last-named unsold land is left not laid out, and on t 
at that point were entered the words, ‘‘ Public ground, forever to remain vaca 
buildings.”’ In the year 1849 the Supreme Court of the United States 
with the city of Chicago, decided that the United States did not stand 
tude of a mere private owner of the property, and that the public a 
city of Chicago had not acquired the right to open streets over thet 

Afterward certain railway companies, acting, as it is said, with tli 
of the State of Illinois and the city of Chicage, built a railway track int 
water in front of this reservation, and erected freight buildings, &c., ou i 
shore-line. It is a fact conceded on all sides that the keeping open of the} 
marked public ground any longer will be of no benefit to the adjoining } 
nor to the general public, but that the adjoining property will 
value by the erection, on a part of this reserved land, of a railway passeng 
The railway companies have offered, or are willing to pay, the sum of ab 
for that part of this ground so marked as to remain without build 
adjacent ground in which the United States has no proprietary inte! 
but it is believed this sum is far below the actnal valueof the land. Thisa 
part, in which the United States has no interest, constitutes only one-third ot 
ground proposed to be used for this purpose, so that the property ot 
United States confessedly owns the fee is worth at least $533,000. Over tiis 
the United States, under the implied covenant not to build upon it, arising t 
entry on the plan before refer1 I 





























to, the people of the city of Chic agol 
a right of passage, and the abutting proprietors the right of view. The 
cago wishes to surrender its right of passage to the railway company, at 
ting proprietors desire it to be done, as a benefit to their property, al 
the United States is to sell allits right in the land, being the abs 
of it, subject to the easement of passage and view before mention 
the city of Chicago to take the whole purchase money. Itappears to m 
is simply giving away the property of the United States to a party who has, a 
an easement of passage on it, in order that he may sell it for more than halt 4 
of dollars. : 

I am unable to see the justice of this. The United States might, W 
priety, ask the reverse. It may be true that the value of the property s! 
the easement of passage and view is practically nothing ; but if is equally 
the value of the easement is nothing as the subject of sale for any purp? 
deed such a right could be a subject of sale except as mS ape tot 
ing property. In this state of the case the most that can be claimed for t 
that it and theabuttors and the United States stand on equal ground; n 
anything in the land of any ble value, but each of the three parties are ' 6 
that the easements shall be surrendered and the lots sold for business p 
connected, it is true, (as it is in most cases of business transactions, ) with 
motion of local public interest. How can it be right, then, in such a‘ -_ os 
owners of the easement shall take the whole of the purchase money an ei tan 
the owner of the fee of any share of it? I think, then, that the United 
ought not to be called upon to convey this land without being paid a fair pr 
of the purchase-money, and that to do so would be to give sev eral hun an 
sand dollars, justly belonging to the Treasury of the I nited States, tot es 
urv of the city of Chicago. lam not able, therefore, to agree to the passact 
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bill. Aside from this main question, the bill is so framed as, I fear, to ¢ = gus 
danger the rights of the United States in other parts of the 
vation than that I have especially referred to, to injury mh 
of control over the lot marked number “1” on the plan referred to, an¢ 
on the south and west of it, as well as to its water-front. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Fort Dearborn rese! 


and possibly to the loss 
’ the street 


GEO. F. EDMUNDS 
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rhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, in the 
avn > : ' ° 
— There are amendments proposed by the Committee on the 
sdiciary. . ‘ ’ ++ 
The CHIEF CLERK. The first amendment reported by the Commit- 
‘the Judiciary is, in line 9, after the word “ with,” to strike out 
ity to” and insert “the consent of the United States that 
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ty may. 
SDMUNDS. Inasmuch as the Senate has thought fit to take 
ie bill now on the suggestion that if it appeared that there were 
a erights in danger, or that there was any donbt or diffi- 
ty about it, it could then go over, I feel it to be a duty to lay be- 
-e the Senate and ask to have read a letter from Leonard Swett, 
) Messrs. Curtis, Earle, and Burdett, counsel for parties objecting, 
“eens, to this legislation, together with the protest which they 
ve just sent me. How far it bears upon the case I have not had 
aol to see because it was only five minutes before the bill came up 
“pat the papers were laid on my desk. 
“Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I think I can make an explanation satis- 
sootory even to the Senator from Vermont. 
“Mr. EDMUNDS. That may be; but I presume we ought to do jus- 
tice to people of the United States who in a respectful way protest 
rqinst the passage of a bill, however humble and obscure they may 
be: and inasmuch as these gentlemen say that they have no other op- 
portunity to be heard, and that this bill comes suddenly upon them, 
and that they represent private rights and private interests, and 
as they are known to me to be respectable persons, I think they are 
entitled toa hearing, and I believe they will have it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The papers sent up by the Senator 
from Vermont will be read. 
“The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
WASHINGTON, D. C., January 28, 1881. 
sip: We beg the favor of yourattention to the inclosed protest. Private persons 
elieving they have rights in the tract covered by Senate bill 1935 have incurred 
ve expense in their defense and are in good faith pursuing theirremedies in the 
ver Department and courts. Under such circumstances it seems to them that 
‘hey may justly ask that any legislation had should contain a proviso protecting 
d, -heir rights by leaving open their remedies. 
D- ~ On behalf of such parties we take the liberty to request (should this view seem 
rou just) that you offer such amendment as may be effective for that purpose. 
We are, very respectfully, 
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LEONARD SWETT, 
CURTIS, EARLE & BURDETT, 
For Parties Claimant. 
F. EDMUNDS, 
United States Senate. 
est against the proposed grant to the city of Chicago, for the benefit of the 
nois Central Railway ee: of lands in said city known as the ‘lake 
without protection to the legal and equitable owners of portions of the 


GEO. 


same 
¢ honorables the members of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


;ENTLEMEN: There are now pending before you several bills to confirm to the 
of Chicago, for the use of the Illinois Central Railway Company, certain lands 
f the United States within the said city, generally known as the “lake front 
act,” and formerly included in the Fort Dearborn military reservation. 
The lands embraced in these bills are of very great value, being worth, at 
reasonable estimate, not less than $5,000,000. 
e from the question of transferring for the uses contemplated by the bills, 
r for any use, such large values without consideration to the United States, we 
spectfully advise you of the fact that a number of the citizens of the United 
States claim interests, both legal and equitable, in portions of said tract under the 
eneral and special laws relating to the disposal of the lands of the United States ; 
ome of them are prosecuting such rights before the proper department of the 
ernment, and that others have commenced and are prosecuting with due dil. 
gence actions at law and suits in equity for the ascertainment and enforcement 
of their rights. Herewith is exhibited a certified copy of one of the bills in chan- 
now pending. 
Under these circumstances we respectfully protest against the passage of any 
aw which may tend to obstruct the proper legal tribunals in administering the 
istice demanded by the said claimants, or which may abridge them of any of their 


If it shall be deemed best to enact the proposed legislation, we respectfully ask 


‘wat a proviso be inserted which will fully and effectually protect these and all 
ther private rights, 


a 





LEONARD SWETT, Chicago, Illinois. 
CURTIS, EARLE & BURDETT, 
Washington, District of Columbia, for Parties Claimant. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I donot think it necessary to take the time of the 
senate to read the bill in equity. I do not wish unnecessarily to oc- 
upy the time of the Senate in having read, at present, at any rate, 
‘orl do not know how material it is, the statements in the bill in 
*quity, a copy of which is submitted with this memorial. They can 
ierred to in the discussion if itisdesirable. It may be that they 
‘re important, but, as I said before, I have had no opportunity to read 
iem, for the reason that the papers were only sent to me whileI was 

g ar. here as the bill was about to be taken up. 
ses ‘ have this to say on the case as it now stands, and then, for aught 
me about it, my duty will be done: so far as it respects private 
“ghts of claimants to some portion of this land, it probably would 
dot be difficult to frame an amendment to the bill, if any amend- 
au be necessary, which would protect them, and I presume that 
.. “wection would be made to that, because I can hardly suppose 
‘Mat ny friend from Illinois would, under any circumstances, assent 
the passage of any bill which would disturb private interests. 















a Ait. DAVIS, of Illinois. This bill does not, and I should like to 
eet “Oswer the other point if I have time. 


att. EDMUNDS. You shall have the time. The protection of pri- 
> luterests, which these gentlemen think are not protected by the 
~ @ Iv stands now, can be provided for. 
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That brings me, then, to the next question that I think it my duty 
to call the attention of the Senate to, and that is the vagueness and 
generalization of the language of the granting part of the bill. The 
granting clause in the bill is: 

That all the right and title of the United States to the streets and grounds ded 
icated to public use in that part of the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, 
known as “ Fort Dearborn addition to Chicago,” subdivided and platted wm the 
authority of the Secretary of War in the year 1839, be, and the same hereby is, 
relinquished and granted to the said city and its successors. 

That is a sweeping grant of all the lands ofthe United States with- 
in that division of Fort Dearborn reservation which have been in any 
way “dedicated to public use.” It covers the whole of all the streets 
and avenues around and between and along the property that has 
hitherto been sold out to private parties; it covers the’ whole of all 
the land occupied by streets and avenues along the lake front where 
for a long distance there have been no private sales; it covers the 
whole of the street which bounds on the south—if I recollect the 
points of the compass correctly—the present public ground of the 
United States at the very junction of Chicgao River and the lake, as 
it appears on the map, and is marked No. 1 on the diagram that was 
submitted to us, where I think there has been and perhaps is now a 
light-house. What the restof that ground, a large block apparently, 
is occupied for, I donot know, and I do not know that any evidence 
was submitted to the committee about it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. It is an irregularly shaped piece. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is an irregularly shaped piece and a pretty 
large piece. Thereisafrontage which the United States may now use ; 
and assuming—for which assumption I have no authority, because I 
do not know how the fact is—that this very lot, the most valuable 
of the whole for business and for public purposes such as light-houses 
and so on, which lies at the very junction of the river and the lake 
where they come together though not at a right angle, has not been 
dedicated to public use, yet the street which surrounds the whole 
land side of il has in the sense of this bill, because it has been opened 
and has been used and is being used now. I should be unwilling for 
one to have the United States cede to the city of Chicago its right 
to control, to have the dominion over that street on its own land 
inasmuch as it has property abutting the whole length of that street 
on one side as well as some property on the other though most of 
the property on the other side is property sold out into lots. I do 
not think that would be a very wise thing todo. When you go to 
the other three sides or the one elliptically curved side the water 
front goes all around in this form, how much of that water front is 
being used by the public in some sense and how much of it will pass 
by this conveyance to the city of Chicago with the right to build up 
in front of the light-house of the United States any other buildings 
or structures that it may see fit to put upon that corner of land, I do 
not know. 

My honorable friend in submitting his report and that of the ma- 
jority of the committee seems to think that the law is clear, that the 
land under water in front of the property of the United States be- 
longs to the State, and as a consequence (although they do not seem 
to say that) that the United States owning a lot of land of this kind, 
and subject to no public easement at all, I will say, have no riparian 
rights whatever, and hence that it would be within the competence 
of the State of Illinois to authorize to-day the whole of that front 
around this corner reservation that I am now speaking of, to be built 
up with warehouses, docks, railroad stations, and other things, and 
thus cut off the approach to the land of the United States by water 
entirely. 

I have not got sufficiently wise in the law to understand that to be 
the true state of the law. The Supreme Court of the United States 
has decided more than once, and I think rightly, that when the United 
States have parted with their title to the lands that they own in a 
State which border on the public waters of the State or of the United 
States, they have also parted with their dominion of the land under 
the water in front of the sold lands, and that they have no right to 
go and grant outside of that line public lands as the subjects of con- 
veyance. I understand that to be the law, and I think it ought to 
be; butthatis quite a different question both practically and legally 
from saying, as the committee seem to imply, that where the United 
States, either in its sovereign character or as a private owner, is the 
proprietor of land lying upon the shore of navigable water, the United 
States has no riparian rights whatever, and therefore would have no 
right (if this were its private property subject to no easement at all,) 
to sell this land with the right to build a wharf out in front of it. 

So then this billin its first clause containing this general grant of 
all the rights of the United States in the whole of the Fort Dearborn 
addition to Chicago, containing this most valuable lot at the junc- 
tion of the river and the lake, as it appears to me, will give pretty 
strong ground for somebody to say hereafter that we have surren- 
dered to the city of Chicago all the dominion as ariparian or as a sov- 
ereign proprietor over this land, which they say is not covered by this 
bill. That can be corrected by an amendment if they do not mean 
it; if they do mean it it is better to leave the bill as it is. 

My honorable friend also says in his report that the land under 
water in front of this place, that was not to be built upon, belonged 
to theState, and that the State gave it to the Lllinois Central Railroad 
Company, and therefore that the amount of pecuniary interest which 
the United States could have in this property under any circum- 
stances is much less than it would otherwise be. Ifmy friend is right 
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in his premises he is right in his conclusion; b inasmu 


} 


consent of the United States was never given to the passage of this | 


railway over the riparian front of this property of the United States 
I disagree with him. If the United States has the property in the 
land it has the property also, or whatever it may be, the riparian 
right in front of the land, although, as has happened in a great many 
other cases, the Illinois Central Railroad Company being a pretty 
strong corporation, stronger than the United States I dare say, l 
ecbosen to take possession of it and oceupy it 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of half past one having 
arrived, the Chair will lay before the Senate its ur 


which is the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands | 


in severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the 
protection of the laws of the States and Territories over the Indians, 
and for other purposes. 


Mr. ALLISON. I ask that it be informally laid aside to go on with 


this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to laying aside the 
unfinished business informally that the bill under consideration at 
the close of the morning hour may be continued 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not think it ought to be laid aside, because 
as I said before I do not think there has been a fair chance for the 


people who are opposed to this bill, as they are respe¢ table people in | 
|} shore, had cut it off in one place one hundred feet and j, 


Chicago, to be heard. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator from Vermont let me make a 
suggestion to him? I suggest to him that it would be fair to let the 
regular order be laid aside at least long enough for some member of 
the committee to make a brief statement in reply to what the Sen- 
ator has said. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. CONKLING. Iam quite frank for one in saying that I do not 
care to go out to the public as having concurred in a report which is 
obnoxious to all the objections the honorable Senator has made; and 
therefore I would be glad at this time if an opportunity might be 
given tothe Senator from Illinois orto some member of the committee 
to state the view, however mistaken that view may have been, which 
the committee took, in answer to the observations of the honorable 
Senator from Vermont. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order, then, will be in- 
formally laid aside. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have not nearly concluded what I wish to say. 
I have not come to the main point of this bill, but I should be glad 
to hear my friend from [linois now. 

Mr. CONKLING. Why does not the Senator conclud 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will take me an hour. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I hope the Senator from Vermont will 
finish. 

Mr. COKE. Iam willing to yield the unfinished business for a while, 
with the understanding that it may be called up at any time. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the understanding of the | 


Senator. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I think if the Senate sufficiently under- 
stood this case they would see that it was not subject to the criticism 
which has been passed upon it by the Senator from Vermont. In 
1839 the United States laid ont the Fort Dearborn addition to Chicago, 
and believing that it would be better for the sale of lands that there 
should be public open ground fronting upon all lots, they designated 
upon that plat that this public ground should not be occupied by 
buildings. That plat has been recognized by the General Govern- 
ment and action taken upon it in granting lands. The property- 
holders were undoubtedly interested in having that remain a public 
square. At that time the best resident portion of Chicago was in 
this addition along Michigan avenue on Lake Michigan. Now, by 


the change of circumstances, it is not used at all as residence prop- | 


erty, but must be used for business purposes. 

The General Government could have had nothing else than a fee- 
simple title, subject to its use by the people of Chicago. They have 
no right or interest in the matter otherwise than that. Now the 
simple matter is, shall that use be changed; shall that remain as it 
is now, a public park, or shall a portion of it at least—we ask but a 
very small portion of it—be used by the city for the purposes of a 
grand railway depot for several important railroads? The people 
who own lots fronting this public square ask for it; the State of 
Illinois asks for it; and my colleague and myself, who represent the 


people of Chicago, say that they ask for it; and they know all about | 


this thing. When I left Chicago in December I did not hear a dis- 
senting voice upon this subject. 

Now the simple inquiry is, shallthe United States, who have granted 
the fee-simple title to this land subject to its use, consent that the 
use shall be changed? That is all there is in the case. 

It is well for the Senate to understand that this public plat of the 
ground that we ask for runs from Randolph street on the north to 


Madison street on the south. When this ground was laid out, Mich- | 


igan avenue was not extended from Randolph street to Madison 
street; it was afterward extended by the city; but in 1839, at the 
time this plat was made, the lake shore was fifty fess from Michigan 
avenue east at Randolph street and one hundred feet at Madison 
street. In 1852, by abrasion, at Randolph street, there were but 


twenty-one and a half feet between the avenue and the lake, and at | 


Madison street there was nothing at all; it had all gone into the lake 


1 as the | 


| Illinois. The inner line of that road was within four hy 


er 


a . 
by the process of erosion; and that process Was cuttin 

shore of the lake along the entire east front of the city, J 
charter of the Illinois Central Railroad was granted by 


In 1859+ ( 
’ the Stata o 
Cate 


uared j 


from the lake shore. Three hundred feet of the right 
given in the lake, and for thirty years the railroad has 
sion of that right of way. 

Mr. CONKLING. Was the railroad laid on piles ! 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The railroad was laid on piles 


‘he company agreed to fill this in wi 


1 
rp} 
rreat expense. 14 


at gi 


| to erect a breakwater; and it is in consequence of the 


that breakwater that this whole front of the lake has ly 
the city and State. 

Mr. CONKLING. Did railroad .company pay for 
water, the piling, and the filling in 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Yes, sir; paid for everything 
with it, large sums of money. That left stagnant wate 
lake shore ; but between Randolph and Madison streets, 
only ground now in controversy, some years after the 
was filled in with earth, the city of Chicago went 
claimed that. 

Recollect that before the Illinois Central Railroad went ther, 
the process of abrasion the lake was gradually encroaching or 
over thirty feet ; and by the erection of this breakwater, if I may. 
term it, of the Illinois Central Railroad, by putting down these 
and filling up with earth, they were enabled to fill up the wate; 
tween the inner line and the lakeshore. That is really the land ; 
the city asks to lease or sell to the Illinois Central Railroad for dey 
purposes for themselves and for several other important railroad: 
That isall. The rest of Dearborn Park, as it is called there no) 
preserved ; there is no proposition to do anything with that. Of 1 
original ground there is the smallest possible portion yet as it) 
when the plat was laid out in 1839. 

Mr.CONKLING. And the residue of it is artificially made gro 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Artificially made ground. I do not wa 
to go into a discussion of the legal question with my friend from Ver 

mont, because there is not time. I should like to do it if ther 
time. It is artificially made ground that the city of Chicago asks 
through her Senators on this floor, who know her whishes, th 
lege of leasing or selling to this railroad company for that 
object. The people who own these lots wish this use changed, 

There is no use of this property to them as it is now. All t 
ground down there is used for business purposes; and if they can hay 
a magnificent depot, costing twoor three million dollars, they conce 
that they are more benetited by it than by letting this park rema 
as it is. 

Is the Government of the United States to pursue a “ dog-in-the. 
manger” policy and say “ you shall not change the use?” Why shoul 
not the use be changed when the public call for it? The publi 
Chicago call for it, and the public in the State of Illinois call for it 
and the property owners, the only persons who are interested, ca 
for it. 

Now, Mr, President, a word about this Valentine land-serip which is 
introduced in the Senate. That was not before the committee at al 
I understood last night that there was something about it, but | 
think any gentleman who will listen to me five minutes will | 
satistied that there is nothing in it. 

In 1542, Micheltorena, governor of Mexico, granted to Miranda 
large tract of land. Ortega and Valentine presented their claims 
before the land commissioners of California in 1853; they presented 
themselves as adverse claimants. Valentine dropped ont for some 
reason by his own laches and neglect. So far as Ortega’s heirs ar 
concerned, the claim came up in various stages and was finally re- 
jected by the Supreme Court, having been rejected by the land cou- 
mission, and its decision affirmed. Then Valentine came before Vou 
gress, and, although it was his own laches that he had not present 
his claim, Congress in the abundance of its charity and mercy gav 
him the privilege of going ahead, and, if possible, proving his clait 
to all these lands that in consequence of his laches were owned » 
homestead people and had been sold at public sale and private e! 
Now Congress said he should not have a title to these lands, even ! 
he proved it, because by his own neglect he had lost it : 


ry 
mick 


Aub 


But in lieu thereof the claimant or his legal representatives may seiect 
be allowed, patents for an equal quantity of the unoccupied and unappre 
public lands of the United States, not mineral, and in tracts not less thant 
divisions provided for in the United States land laws. 


Now, sir, would you suppose it possible that that Valentine 
| was sought to be located upon this piece of made land in the ¢ 
Chicago? Stating that particular proposition, would you suppos 
it possible? I heard of this thing last night. The \ alentit @ 8 

claim was rejected by the Secretary of the Interior. The lane 
which Thomas B. Valentine attempted to locate his serip was ™ 
| part of the new-made land which lies between the natural shore, 4 
it existed in 1821, when the first official Government survey ¥* 
made, and the present margin of the lake. Just think of ee 
thing! A Commissioner of the Land Office smelt that out, I under 
| stand, and resigned his office, on the ground that here were four” 
five million dollars awaiting his action, from which he coule 6 
llarge fees as counsel. The Secretary of the Interior propery 4°" 


al 
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1881. 

_ 
+ there was no such public land belonging to the Government, 

7 if there were, that a part of that ground was occupied, and had 

a for nearly thirty years, by the railroad company, and the residue 

| heen appropriated by the United States to public use in 1839. 
. Valentine scrip could be located only on the “ unoceupied and 
waypropriated public lands of the United States.” The land in 

ston was not “unoccupied” or “ unappropriated;” nor was it 

" hlie land” within the meaning of the act of Congress. 

‘Mr, President, this decision of the Secretary is in accordance with 
-«o decisions of the Supreme Court, in which I wrote the opinions, 
mely, Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Raiload Company 

“United States, (92 U. S. Reports, 733;) Newhall vs. Sanger, (92 
1. S, Reports, 761.) In the first of these cases it was held that the 
. «nm “ynublic lands” is used in our legislation to describe such lands 

ase subject to sale or other disposition under general laws, and 
+, which a complete title is vested in the Government. No other 

nd is subject to survey and division into sections. Hence, a grant 
o¢ “Jand” in general terms cannot be construed to embrace lands in 
». possession of an Indian tribe, to the use and occupancy of which 
are entitled by treaties so long as they may choose to occupy 
she game, The grant embraces only such lands as could be sold and 
anjioved, for Congress cannot be supposed to have thereby intended 

include land previously appropriated to another purpose. The policy 
which dictates such grants confines them to lands which Congress 
could rightfully bestow without disturbing existing relations and 
»roducing vexatious conflicts. As the transfer of any part of an In- 
dian reservation secured by treaty would also involve a gross breach 
of the public faith, the presumption is conclusive that Congress never 
meant to grant it. 7 

These reasons are equally conclusive that Congress never intended, 
bythe use of the words “ unoccupied and unappropriated public lands 
of the United States,” used in the act for the relief of Valentine, to 
allow lands to be selected by him in the heart of a large city, which 
had been dedicated by the United States to the public forty years 
ago, and had been for that length of time in the actual enjoyment of 
the public. : 

In the second case above cited (Newhall vs. Sanger) it was held 
that lands within the boundaries of an alleged Mexican or Spanish 
craut, which was sub judice, are not public lands within the mean- 
ing of the land-grant acts, and that they do not become pnblic lands 
until the question of title is settled. If the claim under the alleged 
grant be finally rejected the lands then fall into the category of pub- 

lands ; but the judicial rejection of the claim cannot be ante- 
dated so as to render operative a grant of public lands, made in gen- 
eral terms, which would be otherwise without effect ; which cuts this 
se up by the roots. It is so preposterous that it would hardly seem 
wy decision need have been rendered on the case. 

The decision of Secretary Schurz in the Valentine case being to the 

fiect that there were no such public lands belonging to the United 
es as those selected by Valentine, that decision is understood to 
be final and conclusive in the absence of fraud. (See Vance vs. Bur- 
bank, 101 U. S., 519; Marquez vs. Frisbie, 101 U.§8., 473; and cases 
there cited. ) 
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uls The bill reported from the committee does not, however, affect in 
ili any way any legal right or claim of Valentine. The bill simply re- 


linquishes to the city of Chicago the right and title of the United 
States, whatever itis. It could not deprive either Valentine or any 
one else of any property, right, or interest in the public grounds, 

Mi Now, Mr, President, in relation to block 1 at the head of the lake, 





1 ny friend from Vermont certainly knew that that was not within the 
ter purview of this bill, and I have prepared this section to be added: 

om _ That nothing in this act contained shall be held to impair or in any way affect 
al the right or title of the United States in or to block 1 in said Fort Dearborn addi 


tion to ( shicago. 


Ido not know whether it belongs to the United States or not 





t, or 
whether it has ever been sold; but at any rate this provision will 
secure that. There was no intention whatever to take that in. 
Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator offer that amendment ? 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I offer that amendment. 
Mr.EDMUNDS. You had better say “block 1 or streets or waters 
wrounding it,” 
en! Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I am perfectly willing. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are a number of amendments 
reported by the Committee on the Judiciary to be acted upon. The 
‘mendment of the Senator from Illinois will be received and acted on 
in order, 

; Mr. EDMUNDS, Mr. President, the statement of my friend from 
scTl| “nos In respect to the situation of this land in regard to filling, is 
ty! tot precisely in accordance with the representations that I under- 
‘and to be made in the printed application and brief in favor of the 
passage of this bill, and to which the drawing that I hold in my hand, 
a OF “Copy of the original plat of survey, is attached ; and from this it 
t “ppears that the shore line is a good way outside of Michigan avenue. 
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re, as arue that this plat was made a long time ago, in 1837. 
ave _ aoe IS, of Illinois. I think I have stated it correctly in my 
ach a report. , 


under: Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam only speaking of the facts we had before 


ir Oo! the @ ; sa . 
par oF the “Ommittee ; and as I understood from statements made before 
held rai mittee and from the statements of the counsel of one of the 
2ei0 Tallroad companies that were made to me as one of a sub-committee 
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(which has been referred to: otherwise I should not have referred to 
any sub-committee,) there has been and is large ground 

what would be the extended east line of Michigan avenue and the 
lake at the narrowest place, or a part of the way; I do not remember 
the precise detail nor do I think it very material. 

Now, Mr. President, my friend from Illinois having beer ard : 
my friend from New York desired that he should be, and inasmuc!) 
what I have to say regarding the other part of this bill—the real sit 
uation of the respective interests of this property—will 
time; and still more for the reason I stated when I asked that the 
bill be not taken up until to-morrow, I call for the regular orde1 
shall not object 1y friend taking up the bill to-1 
on with it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. But suppose I cannot get it up to-morrow ! 
Is it not better that we settle this now? The Senator from Vermont 
cannot take a half-hour, I think. The chairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs is willing to defer his bill a little while longer. | 
do not know that we can get this up to-morrow. My friend from 
Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS] has a resolution about the presidential count 
and the chairman of the Committee on Pensions [Mr. WiruErRs} 
wants to take up pension bills. It seems to me it would be no more 
than fair to let me have a vote on this to-day. 

Mr. INGALLS. I suppose the Senator from Illinois, if he desires 
the further consideration of this bill, can move it. 
liamentary obstacle to the further consideration of this 
derstand, the morning hour having expired. 

Mr. CONKLING. There is certainly no technical reason why the 
Senator from Illinois cannot move to postpone the untinished bus 
ness. There is, however, a reason of courtesy which would stand i: 
the Senator’s way. The honorable Senator from Texas, chairman ot 
the committee having charge of the other bill, has been very oblig 
ing in allowing, after the expiration of the morning hour, this bil 
and the Senator from Illinois to proceed. I can readily understand, 
therefore, that the Senator from Illinois does not like to submit a 
motion now, the effect of which would be, if it carried, to displace 
the business which the honorable Senator from Texas has in charge, 
and in respect of which he has been so courteous and obliging. There- 
fore I wish that we might, if we could, continue by consent the con- 
sideration of this bill in the hope of getting a vote upon it, or at least 
in the hope of getting out the facts as far as they exist, if in truth 
they were not fully before the committee. The Senator from Illinois 
says that the Senator from Texas is quite agreed further to accom- 
modate him and to allow this bill to proceed. I suggest that at least 


between 
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norrow al 


"har 4 
ere is »} 


bill as I un 


those Senators who wish to say anything about it might be allowed 
to do so. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermout has 


called for the general order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I hope I shall not be misunder- 
stood about this business; but if I be, I cannot help it. The matter 
is of course of not the slightest personal interest to me; but I think 
it is not very unusual in this body when a bill of this character first 
comes up, if some member of the committee thinks he is obtaining 
information which bears upon it and wishes to have it go over for a 
day before he proceeds to conclude what he has to say about it, to 
grant such a postponement. There are courtesies on both sides. It 
was with that view, and not with any special reference to the Indian 
bill, that I called for the regular order. Of course it is in the power 
of the Senate to deny to me the right to further examine this bill 
and get to understand the information which by letter and otherwise 
is being communicated to me, in which there may be nothing at 
Ido not intend to commit myself to anybody’s representations unt! 
I find out what they mean. I should be glad to have it done; and 
if the Senate is unwilling to do that, then of course I must submit 

Mr. THURMAN, Mr. President, I said that it need not take more 
than ten minutes for the Senate to understand this bill. I meant 
precisely what I said. The majority of the committee—all of the 
Committee on the Judiciary but one—report in favor of the bill 
The Senator from Vermont makes a minority report; but, if I under 
stand him, he does not object to the release provided for in the bill; 
all that he asks is that if the railroad companies pay any consid- 
eration for the conveyance or lease by the city of Chicago to them, 
the United States shall share in that consideration. If I am right 
in this, there is no objection to the release, and the only question is 
whether the United States shall exact its portion of the purchase 
money that may be paid by the railroads. We considered that 
ter very fully in committee, and we thought the United States had 
been paid once, and that it had no salable interest, and that it would 
not be becoming the Government to ask any part whatever of this 
purchase-money. Thatis our opinion; that is my opinion; I ent 
tain it very strongly; and now, if Iam right in this, if there is no 
objection to the release,and it is a simple question whether or 
the United States shall demand a part of this purchase-money, that I 
take it is so small a matter that unless some Senator feels moved t 
speak further we might as well vote on the bill at once. 

Mr."LOGAN. Irise to make a suggestion to the chairman of 
Committee on Indian Affairs, who has charge of the bill which is t 
regular order. Of course] can speak for no one but myself; bat being 
on that committee I shall certainly render him any assistance I can 
to have his bill disposed of ; and I presnme there will be no objection 
if that bill shall be laid aside for the purpose of disposing of this bill, 
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to replacing that in its order as soon as this bill is disposed of. 

think every body will be willing to do that, and we can take it up righ 
after thisand goon withit. I should be very glad if the Senator from 
Texas weuld allow that to be done, so that this bill may be disposed 


of. It is a matter of very great importance to the constituents of my 


I 
{ 


t 


} f now 
nosed ol ow it 


colleague and myself, and we fear that unless it is dis 
may not have a chance for a fair hearing again. 

Mr. COKE. I am very anxious to have the bill which is the unfin- 
ished business disposed of. It has already occupied considerable 
time. Still, if Ican maintain the position of that bill before the Sen- 
ate as the unfinished business, I am perfectly willing to yield tem- 
porarily to the bill of the Senators from Illinois. 

' The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regularorder has been demanded, 
ind must be proceeded with unless a motion is made to postpone 1f, 
as the Chair understands the rules. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is clear enough. If my friend from Illinois 

s unwilling to allow this bill to be postponed until to-morrow 
Mr. DAVIS, of Dlinois. Wait a moment. am periectiy will- 


ng 


Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will allow me to state my position. I 
savy if he is willing to allow this bill to go over ul til to-morrow in 
order that a very small and weak minority of the committee may have 
. little more time to understand what the representations are that are 
made to him by letter and in these protests and other letters that have 
not been read mean, and which representations were not before the 
committee at all, I shall be glad. If he is not willing to do that, per- 
haps my duty will be done by finishing what I have to say now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The Senator has no right to throw that 
insinuation by covering his question with innuendoes and suggestions 
that these letters show soand so. I amas open as day upon this bill; 
I want to conceal nothing about it. LIrepresent with my colleague 
that constituency, and I think I know their views. I have no sort of 
objection to this bill going over until to-morrow, if I can have it 
disp. sed of to-morrow. 

Mr. ALLISON. Why not agree that it shall be taken up to-mor- 
row after the morning hour ? / 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Very well. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I said before that I should help to get it up to- 
morrow. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I ask unanimous consent that this bill be 
taken up to-morrow after the morning hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. After the hour of half past one? 

Mr. ALLISON. After the morning business. 

Mr. COKE. I would ask the Senator from Iowa to explain what 
he means by “‘ morning hour.” 

Mr. ALLISON. Atthe conclusion of the morning business. I think 
we can finish the bill in charge of the Senator from Texas to-day. 

Mr. COKE. But if we fail to do so I shall still claim for it its position 
as the unfinished business of the Senate for to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Iowasuggests that 
this bill be taken up to-morrow after the routine business of the morn- 
ing hour has been gone through with. Is there objection? The 
Chair hears none, and that is the understanding. 

Mr. HARRIS. Within the morning hour? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. After the routine business of the 
morning hour shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Before this subject passes away now, I wish to 
assure my friend from Illinois that he did me injustice in speaking 
of insinuations. I made none; I had none in my mind; but I did 
state just as I hope he would if the cases were reversed and it wa 
Burlington, Vermont, that was interested, that I wanted to under- 
stand what these letters, which I am receiving, mean, and I stated 
also that I did not know that there was anything in them at all. I 
certainly meant nothing to reflect on either of my friends from IIli- 
nois; they may be sure of that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I rose to say, but the Senator would not 
give place te me, that I was perfectly willing to have the bill con- 
sidered to-morrow, provided it could be done. Then the Senator went 
on and stated about these various things that he had received from 
Chicago or elsewhere as if I was unwilling that the light should be 
turned on. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, I did not say you were unwilling that the 
light should be turned on. 

Mr. ALLISON. This matter is understood to be the regular order 
for to-morrow after the routine business of the morning hour. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Is it understood that this will be the reg- 
ular order to-morrow after the morning hour? : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is understood that the bill will 
be taken up after the routine business of the morning hour shall 
have been gone through with. 

Mr.WALLACE. Not displacing the Indian severalty bill in charge 
of my friend from Texas? 
Mr. ALLISON. Of course not. 


AMENDMENT TO APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. VEST submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriations for the service 
of the Post-Office Department for the tiscal year ending June 30, 1882, 
and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
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SPANISH CLAIMS. 


Mr. MORGAN submitted the following resolution; which Was read 
ad 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury is directe dto furnish to the Se, 
a statement of the name of each claimant whose claim has been allowed 2 
court, judge, or commissioner, acting under the laws of the United States er, 
to carry into effect the ninth article of the treaty with Spain, proclaimed F 
22, 1821, and the amount allowed on each claim by such court, judge. or ¢ 
sioner, and the amount paid on each claim by the Government of the Unite 
and the date of the judgment, order, or decree rendered in each case and th 


of the payment made thereon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
sideration of the resolution | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it will be somewhat expensive to get 
that information ; but Ido not object if the chairman of the ¢, n- 
mittee on Finance does not. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed t 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. FARLEY. [ask totake from the Calendar the bill (8, No. 12} 
for the relief of certain officers of the Navy, for the purpose of consi. 
ering the bill now. It will take but a very short time. I move + 
postpone the pending order for that purpose. If the discussion in do. 
termining upon the passage of the bill shall take any time, I wil] cop. 
sent that it go over until to-morrow, s0 as not to interfere with ¢}, 
pending order; but I want to take the bill from the Calendar that ; 
may be before the Senate. It has been passed once by this body: }ya: 
been reported twice by the Committee on Naval Affairs, and is amp}, 
recommended. It is important that the bill should be passed at this 
stage of the session so that it may go to the other House. The sub. 
stance of the bill is for the relief of certain naval officers who hay; 
passed an examination by the board of admirals created for that pur. 
pose. My judgment is that the consideration of the bill will requin 
no debate. The persons interested are very anxious about it, and | 
have tried on four or five occasions to have the bill taken up. I ear. 
nestly ask the Senate to consider it at this time; and I say to the Sen- 
ator from Texas that if it takes any time I will consent that it go over 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. COKE. I cannot yield any further unless I am voted down by 
the Senate. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I will say that I think the bill which the Senator 
from California wishes to have considered will take some time. 

Mr.COKE. We desire to go on with the consideration of the Indian 
severalty bill. I am informed by a Senator that the bill proposed to 
be taken up by the Senator from California will lead to a great deal 
of debate. I have already yielded now more than an hour, and I do 
not think I can yield further in the interest of the bill which I have 
in charge. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I fully concurin everything that has been 
said by the Senator from California in regard to the bill which he 
asks the Senate to consider. It is really a very hard case. In 157+ 
the Committee on Naval Affairs reported the bill, which does nothing 
more than justice to two of the most meritorious officers of the naval 
service, to whom great injustice had been done, as I claim—— 

Mr. INGALLS. The Chair will remember the rule that a discus- 
sion upon the merits of a bill is not in order on a motion to proceed 
to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no motion to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill named. 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the question pending before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished business is before the 
Senate. 

Mr. HARRIS. I understood that the Senator from Texas called for 
the regular order, and I was not aware of the fact that any moti! 
was pending. rere 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order is now before tht 
Senate. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I do not wish to antagonize the bill now befor 
the Senate, but I should like to have the unanimous consent 0! ti 
Senate to take up and pass a bill that relates to the Territories whic! 
have no representative here. As I say, the Territories have no rep- 
resentative here, and each Senator has to consider himself as the 
agent and representative of a people of that kind. The billisa House 
bill which has been referreé to a standing committee and is reporte’ 
back withont amendment, and I think it will be passed without anj 
objection whatever. 

Mr. COKE. I call for the regular order. a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order will be proceeded 
with. The Senator from Texas objects to giving way any furtuer. 

LANDS IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the conside™ 
ation bf the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment ot lands 
in severalty to Indians on the various reservations and to extend ti 
protection of the laws of the States and Territories over the India . 
and for other purposes, the pending question being on the amen 
ment proposed by Mr. Piums in section 5, line 15, after the wor’ 
“void,” to insert: 7 

And provided further, That the lands so allotted may be leased for such term - 
on such conditions as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior. 


nd 


The amendment was rejected. 














I move to amend the 1 


Mr. PLUMB. 


after the word 


: a 7 : 
section 2, line 13, the tollowing words 
nds to be so subdivided and allotted as to give to each and every person 
mber of either of said tribes of I] 






id entitled by birth, mar- 
are of said lands as herein- 
ns entitled to a distributive 


1, or otherwise, to their pr 
Rolls containing the n 










lof such tribe or band shal de out and certified by the chiefs 
aid hes or bands, the same to be forwarded to t Secretary of the Interior 
a as pri ticable, and be by him ay prove 
So as to read: 
where the improvements of two or mot Indians have been made on the same 
y enbdivision of land, unless they shall otherwise agree, a provisional line may 





eee dividing said lands between them, and the amount to which each is enti- 
nd shall be equalized in the assignment of the remainder of the land to which 
ntitled under this act, the Jands to be so subdivided and alloted as to give 
nd every Indian, &c. : 





re ¢ 


rhe trouble about the bill in regard to the matter of allotments is 
st there is no way of ascertaining who are members of the respect- 
tribes. My proposition is that the chiefs of the tribes shall make 
nt rolls for this purpose, which shall be sent to the Secretary of the 
ir,and by him approved. Then there will be a basis for the 
all Unless there be some provision authorizing the ascer- 
+ainment of that fact, the persons whose duty it may be to make the 

lotment will proceed wholly in the dark. 

“Mr, COKE. I hope the amendment will not be adopted. The bill 
overs the Whole ground amply, and has been so constructed as to be 

armonious. I cannot see that the amendment will in any way im- 
nrove it, but, on the contrary, will make it somewhat objectionable. 
Mr. PLUMB. I think the Senator from Texas did not quite catch 
the scope of the amendment proposed. It is almost literally the pro- 
vision of a bill reported from his committee—the Committee on In- 
lian Affairs—with reference to the allotment of lands in severalty 
to the Peorias, Piankeshaws, and Quapaws, and the other confeder- 
ated tribes of the Indian Territory. I think the Senator is quite mis- 
taken in saying that the bill provides fully for the subject-matter of 
the amendment. If the commissioners go to a reservation for the 
parpose of allotting these lands, if the bill should ever become a law, 
t will be necessary that they should have some basis on which to 
proceed. They must know who are members of the tribe, and how 
they to find out? Under this amendment the chiefs themselves 
|| make out the rolls and send them to the Secretary of the Inte- 
ior, by whom they are to be approved. 

The question of tribal membership is one of those things which a 
person Outside is not competent to settle alone. Persons are drawn 
ntoa tribe by affinities of various kinds, and become as much mem- 

rsof the tribe, although they may have been born elsewhere, as 

igh they were of the blood of the tribe. An instance in point 
‘be cited in the case of the Osages and the Quapaws. A couple 
years ago, for the purpose of locating the Poncas in the Indian 
rritory, the Indian Department provided for the migration of the 
(uapaws from their reservation to that of the Osages, in order totake 
uw away from the reservation designed for the Poncas. A portion 
rof the tribe went away, the Osages consenting. They located 
e among the Osages; they remain there to this day, and are there 
A short time ago the Quapaws who remained on their reserva- 
brought the matter to the attention of the Interior Department 
some measures might be taken to reunite the tribe. Thereupon 
the Osages held a council and resolved that they desired that the 
paws should remain there on their reservation and become a part 
rtribe. The Quapaws themselves expressed a similar desire; 
ind there has been practically for all purposes of association, and as 
iaras they can, for the sharing of community rights, an incorpora- 
tion of that part of the Quapaw tribe into the Osage tribe. If that 
ssatisfactory to them should it be unsatisfactory to anybody else? 
us become members of other tribes, white men become members 
ariage, by adoption, with no particular form it is true, but it 
uounts substantially to an incorporation into thetribe. When this 
measure comes to take effect, if it does, and is to be carried out 
wot COKE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 
‘en an Indian of another tribe is incorporated in the manner re- 
{to by the Senator, is he not then a member of that tribe, and 
6 not the tribes all provided for in the Dill. 
‘Ii. PLUMB. When the commission or whatever authority goes to 
‘teservation for the purpose of allotting these lands, it must take 
‘ome tribal authority as to who are members of the tribe, or else it 
t determine with any accuracy who are the members. The 
alendment provides simply how it shall be ascertained through the 

‘bal authority who are the members of the tribe. 

/¢0 not know that I quite understood the purport of the question 
\@ Senator from Texas; but if I did it was that if a member of the 
\“apaws, We will say, for instance, happens to be with the Osages, 

° iS not provided for among the Osages he may be among the 
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| Cheyennes are more or less affiliated. 
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ennes among the Comanches. Members of all these tribes perhaps 
are among the Kiowas; and the Southern Cheyennes and Northern 
Unless you have some tribu- 
nal, and that too a tribunal within the tribe, which shall have the 


| power and the authority to settle the question of the membership of 


the tribe, the allotment of lands in severalty will not be a settlement 
at all of the questions in which the tribes are interested. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLuMB.] [Putting the question. ] 
The noes appear to have it. 

Mr. PLUMB. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TELLER. [I should like to ask the chairman of the eommit- 
tee what possible objection there can be to the amendment. 
to me it is a useful provision. 

Mr. COKE. My objection to it is that it cumbers the bill with some- 
thing that is not necessary. It is within the sound discretion of the 
Interior Department in executing the bill to take such measures as 
will accomplish the purpose that the amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas proposes to accomplish, and it can be done just as well with- 
out his amendment as with it under the bill as already constructed. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not understand that the bill as it has been pre- 
pared and reported from the committee gives to the Secretary of the 
Interior the power to determine what Indians belong to a certain tribe 
by nativity, by consanguinity, or by adoption. ‘The Senator from 
Kansas has very properly said that in every tribe of Indians there are 
some who claim to be Indians of that particular tribe by adoption. 
The object of the amendment, as I understand it, is to furnish to the 
Government an authentic statement from the heads of the Indian 
tribes as to those persons who are living with them who are really 
members of the tribe, and that that is all of it, so that they will be 
entitled to their lands in that tribe, instead of going somewhere else 
to get them. Nothing, it seems to me, can be simpler than that, and it 
is altogether necessary that the amendment should be adopted. 

The Senator from Texas says the amendment destroys the harmony 
of the bill. He has not suggested wherein the harmony of the bill is 
disturbed by it at all, and surely this is not a procrustean bed that is 
made for us here, upon which we are to be measured and tied down, 
without the opportunity of saying a word or offering an amendment, 
for fear we might disturb the harmony of the bill. If there is any- 
thing in the bill that needs to be disturbed, it is the harmony of it, 
or rather the inharmony of it, as will be seen by reference to various 
of its provisions. 

The Senate I think has a friendly desire to make out of this meas- 
ure something that is really valuable and something that will go into 
operation. It seems to me that it is not asufticient argument against 
& proposition to amend the bill in such an essential particular as the 
Senator from Kansas has suggested, that it may disturb the harmony 
or theory of the bill as it rests in the mind of the Senator from Texas 
or the committee. It cannot be denied that there should be some 
provision in the measure by which the tribal relation of every Indian 
in a tribe shall be ascertained authentically, and in accordance with 
the usage of the particular tribe. That is all that is proposed by the 
amendment. If it is the object of the committee to vote down every 
amendment, then, as a matter of course, if the Senate sustains the 
committee in that, and they are enabled to have the bill just as it is, 
all debate, all propositions to amend, are entirely useless. I do not 
think it is a sutlicient answer to the amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas that it does not, according to the views of the Senator from 
Texas, comport with the harmony of the bill. The bill leaves out 
that feature, and it ought to be put into it in order to make it a use- 
ful, serviceable, and just measure. 

Mr. COKE. The bill has already amply provided for the very thing 
attempted to be provided for by the cna of the Senator from 
Kansas. It directs the President when in his judgment it is proper, 
and an Indian tribe desires it, to allot lands to the individuals of the 
tribe. How can the President allot lands to the individuals of a tribe 
without first ascertaining who those individuals are? It devolves 
upon the President and upon the Indian Department under this bill 
to ascertain who the Indians are belonging to each tribe, who is en- 
titled in the tribe, as a matter of course, before they can make the 
allotment to the individuals of the tribe. 

I do not wish to cumber the bill with unnecessary amendments ; 
and besides I have a great deal of doubt as to whether many of the 
amendments that are being offered to the bill are intended for any 
other purpose than to load it down so that it will be impossible to 
pass it. Ido not mean to say that it is anybody’s intention to do 
that, but I do mean to say that the amendments which have been 
tendered to the bill are offered by gentlemen who have shown no 
friendship for the purposes sought to be attained by the bill. 


It seems 


luapaws: but th on : I I oppose this amendment because it is unnecessary. I will oppos: 
1d the sages when tl hs rte le about that is that he may be with the no amendment that I believe to be necessary or proper. The com- 
dians, be With the on a otments are MAGS TOF the Osages, and he may not | mittee has already accepted one amendment and will perhaps accept 
nend- lesires to be Pe vp when the allotments are made there. If he } others; but we do not choose to take counsel or advice, or receive 
word munity for hes : t - Osages and to take his chances with that com- | the lectures of gentlemen who while they profess to be friendly to 

tion, and the One tor association, and for his tribal or other rela- | the bill are using every possible means to defeat it, and whose amend- 
mand Ment o Sages are willing, that ought to settle it; the Govern- | ments, and substitutes, and motions to strike out, if they had pre- 





‘ought not to interfere; because if you once commence to draw 
ale you will have to draw it in a great many cases. There are 
~eenoes among the Cheyennes, and the reverse; there are Chey- 


vailed, would have left hardly the enacting clause of the origimal 
bill standing. 
Mr. PLUMB. 
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If the Senator from Texas referred to me as in the 
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ose of impairing 


tLanen. I believe 
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slightest degree ollering 


the bill as a practical 





that the bill as it is now out t urpose 
for which it was intend it credit fox 
good intentions I am litt 1 there Cals 
they have not given that to me. Ido give the committee credit for 
intending to settle the Indian question by this bill; and I am re 

minded of a remaz iat was made to me by a gentleman yesterday, 
who said he would 1 for bill because he thought it would settle 





both the Indian question and the Indians at the same time. I desire 
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to recognize to the fullest extent, in the legislati mn 1 The adoption 
of which I shal! participate, the obligations of humanity to the Indian 
and the obligat of la S we I want any isure that may be 
passed to be substantially a finality of this question. I have the be st 
of reasons for desiring No Indian war and no trouble with an 
Indian of any kind occurs except is occurs in the western co 
try, because that unfortunate ly is the only place where there are any 
Indians with whom we have trouble; and wherever that trouble 
occurs it gives rise to the statements made freely that the western 
peop! » have ] rovoke dl the « on tlic be have m vd » the trouble, by reason 
ef their disposition to encroach upon the rights of Indians. I want 
this or any bill that may be passed to so settle the question as that 
we may no longer ¢ yme under that re proach. I do not say that it 
has been deserved heretofore ; I say it has not been deserved 

The bill relat the adjustment of relations that are to be perma- 
nent, to the settlement of boundaries between the property of Indians 
and white men by whom they are to be surrounded. It is desirable 
that the bill shall receive the utmost consideration; and as much as 
I respect the Committee on Indian Affairs of the ite and the 
chairman of that committee, I am not willing to subordinate my 
judgment to his upon the statement which he substantially makes, 
that this bill is the m of human wisdom upon this subj¢ I think 
the bill can be amended in such a way as to accomplish the object 


He differs with me,as a matter of course, as 
but I beg him to take notice that t! 
of amendments to this bill is not an indictable offense and oug 
to be referred to on the floor of the Senate as exceeding th 
tive of a member of this body > 

The Senator from Texas says in substance that the President of 
the United States has got to do this or else he cannot carry out the 
provisions of the bill, and he proposes that the President of the United 
States shall take the power to do these things by implication and not 


t 
t ichinery tl 


that he has in! 


he ha a 





by direction, and that ‘ he 
President shall use in orderto carry it out. I propose to put into 
the hands of the President of the United States ample power to carry 
out the provisions of the bill, if it shall be passed, in such a way that 
he shall not kave arbitrary power, but that he shall have power 
within certain limits. Suppose the President in the exercise of the 
power implied under this bill says that a certain Indian is not a mem- 
ber of the tribe and sets him out on the prairies; suppose he says that 
of a hundred Indians; then we shall have so many non-reservation 
Indians, Indians not provided for at all, and we shall be called upon 
at the very next session of Congress to appropriate money to feed 
them, to support them. That act of the President, by the misuse of 
the discretion which he is said to have under this bill, may produce 


tothe peonie 
i i 


Congress shall not say what m 





not only a great wrong to the Indians themselves bu 

of the United States who will be called on to support them as well. 
I want the bill made sufiiciently plain in its terms; I want the scope 
of the powers of the President under it to be sutliciently enlarged, 
and at the same time put within proper limits, so that we may know 
yrecisely what he is going to do, and what the result of his action 
will probably be. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not know how often I shall be compelled to 
disclaim any disposition te antagonize this bill, because of the fact 
that I have some views about it which I think ought to be incorpo- 
rated ip it by way of amendment. I have made the disclaimer here- 
tofore, and I now reassert that 1am in harmony with the purposes 
of this bill, but Ido not believe that it is a bill calculated to effect 
the purposes it was intended to accomplish. So far as I have had 
anything to do with an attempt to perfect the bill, it has been 
merely to save it from an act of felo dese. I am entirely satisfied 
that if the bill is passed in its present form, it is incapable of being 
executed, and desiring the principle of the bill to be carried into 
effect, I wish to put it in a form where it can be executed. 

The Senator from Texas has not informed us how the President is 
going to be informed as to who are the members of a tribe. The 
Senator from Kansas is attempting to get into the bill a provision by 
which the ruling men, the chiefs of the tribes, may bring testimony 
before the proper recording agent as to those persons who belong to 
atribe. It has been suggested by aSenator near me—and I will call 
the attention of the Senator from Kansas to the suggestion—that the 
bill might open the door for the adoption into a tribe hereafter of 
white men, who might be enterprising, with a view of getting into 
the tribe and getting the benefit of the Indian reservation. I sug- 
gest to him, if the amendment is liable to that objection, that he 
amend it by inserting “ony Indians adopted,” so as to exclude the 
idea that a white man can be adopted hereafter into the body of the 
tribe, and thereby receive the benefits of the reservation. 

Mr. PLUMB. So far as that part is concerned, I do not know that 
I would have any objection, and still there are white men who have 


+ 
( 





intermarried with Indians and who have been so intermarriag 
great many years. It is the custom among the Cherokees ana ; 
taws, (and I believe they embody not only all the sum of Ind 
dom, but of all other wisdom,) to not only permit these oe - 
riages but to adopt the person so intermarried and to give him » 
benefits which the original members of the tribe had inthe y 

Mr. MORGAN. ThenI suggest to the Senator that S07 
his amendment as to say “ persons heretofore adopted,” so i 
off the possibility to which I have alluded. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am entirely willing that that should pe, 
was going to call the attention of the Senator from Alaba; 
fact that the rolls to be made by the chiefs are not to ly Sine 
they are to be the basis of information upon which the Pres dent 
ceeds. They are to be certified to the Secretary of the Interio; 
then has got before him the statement of the chiefs. If th r 
explanation made by a member of the tribe or by anybody els 
show that injustice has been done, it is for him then to instityte < 
inquiry as will result in eliminating persons from that ro] 
not belong there. Without something of this kind where 
going to begin? You cannot take a censusof an Indian tribe os 
might take the census of an ordinary white family, becans 
roam about, they are not easily to befound. They are resentfy 
these things; they do not give information in regard to the me) 
of their tribe or the members of their families, if they « an 
The taking of a census of an Indian tribe is the hardest thino 
world to do. The ascertainment of the fact through white s 
of information or ordinary inquiry as to who belongs to a tril 
something attended with a great deal of difficulty; but you « 
to the chiefs and they can tell you at once who are the members, 


the tribe 
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. Then having made out thi 
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mitted, if my amendment should be adopted, to the Secretary of + 


In*erior, 


he has at 


and is to be submitted to hi 


the truth. 


If, ast 


this ben 
I think, 


he Senator from Alabama sug 








in regard to the adoption of persons herereafter who might 1 


‘fit, I am willing to modify the amendment I have offered 
u 





. . 
perdaps, thi 


is a valuable suggestion, becai 


S60 We are set 
} 


ting up here a landed aristocracy, and it may be that ambitious y 
men will be glad to become members of that aristocracy. Cons 
quently it may be a good idea to limit the provision to peop 
have been adventurous enough to take upon themselves the | 


of Indian compact heretofore. 


Mr. M¢ 
amendme 


some way to prevent persons from being admitted into : 


RGAN. I hope 


ant so as to insé 


the Senator from Kansas will m 
rt the words “heretofore adopt 
L 


trive 


after, white persons particularly. Then it seems to me the 
no objection to the adoptign of his amendment, because it furnis 
upon which the Government can make the registrat 


evidence 
be assiste 


Mr. BI 


entitled to land in severalty ! t seems tome so, 


[have caught tho spirit and purpose of 


stand, as 
it will fa 
Alabama 


it would be a great deal better to leave the President, under 


eral discretion the bill gives him, to make the allotment according t 


the infor 


leaves hi 


“Lin making it. 


ITLER. I should like to ask my friend from Alabama 
bill now does not provide for the very point which he and the Se 
tor from Kansas are attempting to reach? Does it not alloy 
President of the United States to ascertain who among the tribes a: 


5 


cilitate the divisi 


and Kansas say 


= 


’ 


and I cann 
amendment 


in severaity wuich the Senators i 












they intend to accomplish. It seems to m 


mation which he himself may procure in his own wa} 
Mr. COKE. The amendment of the Senator from Kansas would! 


strict the President to one method, while the bill as it now sta 





m to every 


format 


: > £4 ian 
source Of Iniormation, 


Mr. MORGAN. No Senator has yet pointed out the provis 


the bill which authorizes the President to ascertain who are ! 


bers of the tribe. 


The argument made by the Senator from Texas 


that it is to be inferred that the President will have the power to 


cate the 
which ai 
after the 


1y 


tribe. However, my eye has not fallen on any provisio 


1 


ithorizes him to designate who are members of the tribe 
vy are designated, of course he can locate the tribe. 


~ 


Mr.COKE. Iwillsay tothe Senator from Alabama that thea 


ity of the President for the ascertainment of the individuals among 
the tribes is derived from the fact that it is made his daty t 
the lands allotted in severalty to each individual Indian, 


cannot do without first finding out who they are. 
YRGAN. I hope the Senator from Texas wilt not 


Mr. M¢ 


excited about this business. It is a very business transac 


+ it 


is not necessary to have any animated speech about it 
YKE. The Senator from Alabama need not give me ad 


Mr. C¢ 
that poir 
Mr. M¢ 


the Sena 


means by which the President is to ascertain who the tribe is by re 


ration. 


it 


IPRGAN. Of courseit is no advice from me. I think, t Louse 
tor needs to take counsel of his own wisdom about this ™ 
ter. Irefer him to himself asthe embodiment of wisdom, from wi: 
he can possibly derive no incorrect opinion in regard to his condu 
or mine either. a 
The President of the United States is to locate the Indians of at 
upon certain tracts of land, and yet the bill does not point out “" 


You locate an I 


ndian of one of the Sioux bands, of wht 
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here are a great number, upon a certain reservation. | 
: aching, and tribal relationships, among the Arapah 
»erennes in the Indian Territory. After you have got 
hore. without any registr: tion being re qui ired to be nade | 
_ +n prevent that indian from goin ¢ off and maki 
” tribe ? There is nothing the bill to prevent 
/ re provided by which tha 1 be pre vent 
‘obiect of the Senator from is is mere 
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“bended, It is provided in the sixth line of the si 


t lands shall not be subject to tax 
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ation or executio 
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fe has rela- | after the word “court,” in the eighth line of tl 
nd the | words “ for a period 
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es a 


rv law, what 





} Pr I their lands s not be subject to t or execution 
” Nh Yr) y + y? } ‘?* 

locatik il the judgme orde or decree ¢ I a t i period of twenty-five ears 
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land 
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Way, and as it isn llv certain that this 
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16 sixth section, the 
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hich will throw some rest 7 
ch Lil lt v¢ il) I t s : a 
7 him with his tribe hen of white men imm ediately after that time, I do not think a is an 
itifving him with his tril ther i oe : asthe Sh oleae’ ; 
. . : . . reason why it shoul ve Tore xempt om ft . I ir 
frer he receives his location he may be known of all men as an alae a t ; al < a ed fr ney If on 
; . . . "" : anxiet » provide fo » Indians we may do t » should 1 
‘ located in that tribe. Certainly it is an improve ; to provide for : wapocsercndlip- ear ve jim a 82° we al are a ee 
y ’ ] ] + ty tilite ¢ > fantn | let our anxiety go so far as to extend it to the white men who will 
of this bill, and not in hostility to any feature or principle con- ' } 
> . 4 Sete anti 1 wa ) os . become the owners thereafter. 
‘ , that the In dians should be registered, that they should M COKE I A . 
. . 1 1 rs Mr. KE. Isee no objection to that amerdmer 
risi ae by famil lies, partic ul rly when you allow lands to be Xf INGALLS m) band . } 
s ae ’ ee Mr. I S. he whole proviso it ction 6 isa duplicat 
| to the head of a family, and that they should thereby be | 4,7. : Oe ete re eee — 
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> cae order, or decree of any court.” That ought to be qualified | Territ or of the State where the lands are found. By the amend- 
; a they shall not be | subject to taxation, judgment, &c., for a | ment ‘red by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] and acce pted 
coe < of twenty- five yes ars, bee: ee that will I ak e itin | armony | by the committee. thi s bi ili s extend led to the Indis an ‘Tt ‘rritory, with 
he rest of the bill. Therefore I move to amend, ! y inserting | the exception of the five civilized tribes. That leaves the law of 
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inheritance which is to apply to the Indians in tl tate: In Alaska, 
where there is no law, there will be no inheritance; in Idaho, W3 
oming, and other Territories where there is territorial law there iN 
be inheritance according to the law of the Territory, whatever it may 
be; in Nebraska and Kansas there will be inheritance according to 
the laws of those States; and so in North Carolina, and so in New 
York, where there are Indians sustaining tribal relations. When we 
come to the Indian Territory, the only law of inheritance that can be 
made to apply under this bill as it is now will be the law of Indian 
inheritance, and it is at that point we shall find ourselves in contact 
with this difliculty: The Indians have neither law nor religion that 
tolerates the holding of land in severalty between themselves. It is 
a crime against the institutions and laws of the Indians on this con- 
tinent that they shall hold lands in severalty. That has been the law 
ot every Indian tribe, with the exception of the five civilized tribes, 
so far as my reading has extended, since we first found them upon 
this continent. It is a crime against their law to hold land in sev- 
eralty or to undertake to do so; it is an offense against their religion. 
Lands are held as communal property, and they are held realiy as 
chattels or personal property by a system that has prevailed and 
which allows each Indian to oc« upy the particular land upon which 
he is resident. W ‘hen you come to administer this system in the In- 
dian Territory under visions of this bill as it now stands, a 
bill which it is supposed does not need amendment and cannot be 
amended, we shall find that there is no law of inheritance whatever 
for Indian lands in that Territory. 

The bill then provides that the Indians residing inthe States shall 
inherit according to the laws of the States; the Indians residing in 
organized Territori hall inherit under the laws of those Territories; 
the Indians residing it » Indian Territory shall not inherit at all 
because there are no laws of inheritance at all; and the Indians re- 
siding in Alaska shall not inherit because there is n 0 law there at all. 
That is the position in which the inheritance part of f this bill is. 

Now, suppose that you undertake to transmit land by descent from 
he head of an Indian family who may be located on a quarter section 
under the provisions of this bill. It may be the father of the family 
or it may be the mother of the family, as in the case of an old Indian 
woman who had no child at all, but had certain domestic s around 
her and who was held to be the head of a family within the meaning 
of the Creek treaty of 1832, declared so by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. You start now with the head ofa famil ly, the father, 
I will say, whois located upon a quarter-section of land, and you want 
to find out who are his heirs at law. That man under a law which 
we recognize, a law which we enforce, had a right to a number of 
wives, because we tolerate, respect, and —- the laws of the In- 
dian tribes as a means of governing them ; and by the adoption of the 
system of tribal gov ‘Thoment, ~ the statutes of the United States, 
which adoption is contained in this bill, and which adoption is con- 
tained in every measure that we have ever yet enacted in reference to 
the disposal and government of an Indian tribe, we enact by law that 
that man has a right to two, three, four, or as many more wives as he 
can get together and sustaiz He is dead, and you want tosettle the 
question of inheritance, not merely between the wives but between 
the children of the various wives. Under our system of laws the 
children of the subsequent wives to the first would not inherit from 
that father at all, they could inherit only from the mother. Under 
the system of civilized institutions, as I understand, there would be 
no inheritance in that case except from the mother, because all the 
children under our system of laws would be ille gitim: ite except the 
children of the first wife. Then they must trace their inheritance 
through the mother. Whom does she inherit through on the death of 
her husband ? Notfrom him. There isno law of anyc ivilized coun- 
try, no law of any State or Territory by which under the provisions 
of this bill you can trace the descent of the land from t e husband to 
his wife or even to his children 

Now, there should be and must be, in order that this bill shall have 
any operation for the benetit of the Indians, an establishment cre- 
ated by law which shall be known as the Indian family, through 
which the propositus of inheritance and inheritable blood may be 
found, so that the property may descend. It therefore becomes our 
duty to annex as a condition of this grant of one hundred and sixty 
acres to the Indian, that in order to ascertain who the family is to 
which this law of inheritance or descent may apply, all the members 
of each tribe shall be registered by families ; and the only way to get 
rid of the difficulty of the plurality of wives is that which has been 
suggested in the amendment, to treat each of the wives alike, not one 
superior to the other, but each upon a footing of entire equality, and 
allow the descent to commence in that way. 

But the amendment provides that.after that has been done, after 
the patent shall have issued to the Indian, then he shall not be 
allowed to have more than one wife recognized by the laws of the 
United States. He must then adopt the monogamic relation, and 
drop his polygamy as a condition of the grant, and after that time 
an Indian who marries can have but one ‘law ful wife, and of course 
that must be the wife that he first marries. 

Is there not some nece ssit y for the enactment of this additional sec- 
tion to this bill? Why, Mr. President, this honorable committee with 
its distinguished chairman will find itself laboring for the next ten 
years, I think, in trying to expound this bill after it has passed in 
reference to the law of descent, unless you commence by this act of 


a 


Congress with a positive and lawful organization of the famijy 
: . uaa and 
declare that descent and inheritance shall descend from that fami} 
down through the regular channels while time shall last. Wh 


undertake to apply civilized institutions to the Indi ians in this ec 


try, including the laws of inheritance and of descent, you ay 


are | 


heces. 
sarily compelled to establish by law the groundwork of t} 


4 (ile 


our 


by organizing the family into such relationship as is pres ibe 
law, and to declare that a family thus organized shall be 
known within the meaning of this statute. 

I cannot get rid of the difficulty that is in the bill by the aq lopti 
of the amendment of the Senator from Missouri, | (Mr. VEsT,] becay 
I cannot understand how it is possible that any law of descent or. 
inheritance can apply to a man in the Indian Territory when th, 
neither tradition nor law there for the purpose of ¢: arrying land fr vm 
one Indian to another by descent; but I am now speaking i in reference 
to the country outside of the Indian Terr itory, and am desirous to give 
the bill as much scope as it is possible to give it, and you wi ee 
yourselves beset with difficulties which have agitated the ]; uwyers 
certain portions of this country for twenty or thirty years unless yo 
adopt a provision of this kind. 

I remember perfectly well when I was a little boy to have seen a 
Indian woman who was wounded in one of the battles General Jack. 
son fought against the Creek Indians. She had a grandson by ad op: 
tion, whose mother was the daughter of that Indian woman by adop 
tion. She claimed a head right; she claimed the right to be located 
ona half section of land, being the wife of a chief, under tl 1€ tt 
of 1832, and under a statute whic] contained a prov ision that 
to each head of a family a tract of ‘Sieeds The locating agent not re 
garding her as the head of a family refused to locate her there, 4 
cabin was put up on the place by the man who bonght the land from 
the Government of the United States which undertook to se!! 
She brought suitfor that tract of land. That case remained n the 
courts of the country for thirty years, coming twice to the Supreme 
Court of the U nited States before it was final y decided, and the or 
question in the case was whether that old Indian woman was the 
“head of a family” within the meaning of that treaty. I submit if 
it is not better, I submit if it is not indispensable that we should 
the enactment of this law, start a system which is wise and just 
itself, which shall operate on the foundation upon which descent and 
inheritance may take place in reference to these lands. Left to In- 
dian laws and Indian traditions, there is no such thing as deser 
lands or inheritance of them. The truth i s that in most of the In l 
tribes of the Northwest the male members of the family do not inher 
to the father at all. The dai ighters and wives inherit to the father 
Of course that rule applies to personal property, because they ha 
not got anything but personal property. An Indian daughter or a 
Indian wife takes the property in preference to the male members of 
the family. They are supposed to be able with their implements ot 
hunting and agriculture, or whatever else they possess, to t 
themselves. The Indian laws, therefore, all cut off the male 
of the family entirely from the inheritance. We are compelled, t 
if we establish the ‘‘ head of a family ” and take any measure 
in regard to the descent or inheritance of real estate, to comme: e by 
ordaining in this statute who shall be the head of a family and the 
degree of relationship in which the mem bers of a family shall inhe 
one to the other. To get rid of the polygamous feature of 
family society, we are ci sompelled t ) place the wives of Indians : 
now are upon the footing of daughters. Therefore it is that 
the amendment. 

Mr. COKE. Under the bill as reported the Indian Territory w 
excluded from its operation entirely, there being no general law of 
inheritance in the Indian Territory as there is in the States a 
organized Territories. Since the amendment of the Senator 
Missouri has been adopted, which struck out the words “ Indian 
ritory”’ and inserted instead the names of the five civilized tribes 
that Territory, so as to exclude them specitically, there are other 
dians in the Territory upon whom the bill wiil operate, who, as 
bill now stands would be, as the Senator from Alabama says, wit 
any law on the subject of alienation and inheritance. It is the 
pose of the committee, in order to remedy this defect before the voting 
on the bill is closed, to offer an amendment which will make the law 
of one of the States contiguous to the Indian Territory—say 
State of Kansas—the law in the Indian Territory. That is th 
pose of the committee. When that is done, the only Indians 10 
United States who will not be under the law of some State or 
tory—that is, of those who may accept the pr ovisions of the bill 
be the Alaska Indians, and there is no law in Alaska for In 
anybody else. If the bill should be passed in its present shape 
Indians in the Indian Territory would be in no worse conditi ion | 
they are already, for those upon whom this bill may operate have ! 
general law of it nheritance now. But it is deemed best by the ; 
mittee that the bill be amended by placing the laws of Kansas eve 
such Indians in the Indian Territory as may accept the provisions 
the bill. 

Now, as to the question about the heads of families, raised >} 
Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. TELLER. I wish to make an inquiry of the Senator trom 
Texas. Ifthe legislation is to take the form suggested, and we are 
to en masse enact the laws of some pa wrtienlar State for these Indians, 
I should like to know beforehand what State it is. I wapt to look 
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tutes before I say that they y shall be applicable to the peo- 
» Indian Te rritory, andI w ant to know whether the Senator 
ow name the State that he pr oposes to ti ike his laws from? 
utr. ow am I spoke of the committee. I had spoken to, perhaps, 
‘yor three me smbers of the committee. We have taken no pro forma 
» on it. Those to whom I have talked on the subject suggeste d 
swe of the State of Missouri or the laws of the State of Kansas ; 
1] have to draw the ame ndmentIshal | propose that the laws of 
+a of Kansas be made applicable to the Indians in the Indian 
ry who may come un der the oper: ation of this bill, if it is en- 


1 so far as the alienation and i nheritance of property a 


Sti 
ee re con- 
ed, 
eee reference to the question of polygamy and the constitution 
9 Ind in family, I can see no necessity tor any amendment on 
t subject, for the simple reason that the laws of the States and 
~ritories Where the lands are situated and the Indians reside will 
sal and determine all such questions. I see no use in Congress leg- 
g upon 2 subject which the laws of the States and Te rritories 
i take care of whenever re al questions arise, and it will be remem- 
ad py the Senate that this bill, if enacted, doe 3 not ipso fact 
a law to the Indians anywhere. It must be believed by the 
of the United States, in the sound discretion vested in him, 
is desirable that it shall be executed upon certain Indians, 
se Indians must desire the benefits of the law and express 
ire to the autborities before the bill becomes operative upon 


o be- 





The difficulties seen by the Senator from Alabama do not appear ti 
we. [ believe the President is going to be practical in his con ae - 
of his duties and powers under this bill; I believe he will not 
consent that the law shall be placed over a tribe of Indians not pre- 
pared for it and where difficulties will be produced by its 7 ration: 
It believe that every question suggested by the Senator from Ala- 
vill be met and solved by the laws of the States and Territo- 
es where the Indians and the lands ar I do not wish to see the 
encumbered with anything of ‘hie | sort This is a general bill, 
ly outlining a general policy, leaving to the laws ot the States 
the Indians are a great deal todo. If we at- 


sim) 


nd ‘Territories where 


mpted to exhaust the subject ate we should have very much more 
do than to consider the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Ajabama. 


We are simply trying to prepare the Indian for citizenship, not 
ing him to take lands in severalty, not requiring by an iron rule 
it this law shall be placed on every tribe of Indians, whether it is 

icableornot; we are simply vesting in the President of the United 
States a sound discretion to do the things provided for in this bill 
in his judgment, it is wise to do them, and when the Indians 

re civilized enough to desire them done. That is all. We do not 
ve that the President is going to enforce this bill if it beecomesa 

iw ina way to operate harshly upon the Indians, or raise questions 

, insolvable either by Congress or by the courts of the States 

nd Territories. We believe that the President will be discreet, that 

he willunderstand the purpose of the bill, which is to do the best we 
can toward preparing these Indians for the duties of citizenship, and 
that wee do the best he can, seconding the etforts of Congress, 
to relieve the Government of the burden of their support at as early 
ade s possible by making them self- sup} porting, by placing: them 
m the aidahenast to the result which = of us desire to see accomplished 
uadvancing the Indians toward civilization, the acquisition of prop- 
erty, self-reliance, and self-support. 

Sir, the difficulties pointed out in this bill by gentlemen who oppose 

t are innumerable, but I can see none of them. If it isan unwise 
bill the President will not execute it; he will not enforce it. If it 
brings hardship to the Indians they will not accept it, and their con- 
sent is necessary. The President must believe that the bill will ad- 
ce the interests of the Indians, and the Indians must consent 
efore there will be anything done. The President must believe that 
the laws of the States and Territories where the Indians are who pro- 
pose to accept this bill are ample for their protection, and that the 
iws of alienation and descent, and all other laws, are such as the 
Indi: ae con ive waaee andoughttoliveunder. All these things must 
ir, and when they do all will admit it is best for both the ( 

ment and Indians that the allotment should be made as the 


provides, 


tes MORGAN. Mr. President, I regret v¢ Ty min h to differ with 
the Senator from Texas in regard to the bill. He surely ought to 
uderstand it better than I do, but he either misunderstands its pur 
ortorI do. Now, the Senator from Texas s: ays that whenever the 
Presid dent executes this law it is to be submitted to the particular 
tribe to be affected for their ratification, and whenever he thinks 
: iat the laws of descent of any State or Territory will be proper for 
_ Indians the President will submit this act for the ratification of 
he Indi ans, but that the Indian cannot be cor npell ed to ratify it, but 
they will do it willingly. The Senator says the Indians will never 
ratily the act by the concurrence of two-thirds of the male members 
’s long as they see the difiiculties in the ray which I suppose will be 
encountered i in proceeding to put it intoexecution. Now, to the first 
Proposition lét us see what the ill s: ays, for I have oo doubt at all 
a good intentions of the Senator from Texas am lof the commit- 
; but I must take the bill by its language and not by any intent 
that may be locked up in the mind or heart of Se Here isthe 
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bill 


nators. 








language of the bill on which the President puts his proposition be- 
fore the Indian tribe: or 

The President be, and he hereby is, authorized, wheney Dp 1 any 
reservation of such Indians is advantageous for agricultural woses, to Cause 
said reservation to be surveyed or res irveved, if necessary— 
and to locate the Indians by heads of families and individ pon 
that reservation. 

Mr. COKE. Will the Senator read the ninth section 

Mr. MORGAN. The ninth section is that the law shall m ive 
any operation and etfect at all until the Indians act; and taking the 
Senator on his own understanding of his own bill, he said awhile age 


distinctly that this bill authorized the President, whenever he thought 











it was to the advantage of the Indi: in tribe, in_reference to t ipa- 
city of that Indian tribe to seek civilization, to execute th iw b 

tendering it to the Indians for their ratifieation. The nvuage 
of this bill is not that. It is that “heis here ‘ ‘ 

in his opinion any reservation of such adie d mus for 
agricultural purposes.” The President in the enforcement 

law looks at the condition of the lar 1d, and not ar the condition of 
the Indian. If the reservation upon which the Indians are located 
contains agricultural land, then the President is bound to put the 
proposition before the Indians if he isof that opinion, but it says not 
one word about their condition in reference to civilization, their edu 
cation, their religion, their progress in social institution It al 

depends entirely on the value of the lands, and whether they are 
adapted to agricultur ul purposes ; and yet the Senator from Texas 
underst: inds so little about his own bill that he gets up and gravely 
informs the Senate of the United States that the condition on which 
the President is to put this law in operation is the condition of the 
Indians and not the condition of the land. 

Mr. COKE. The ator from Alabama wi illow me to suggest 
that the matter is by the bill left entirely to the discretion of the 
President and the consent of the Indians. ~ 

Mr. MORGAN. Then I am incapable of _ rstat ding that part 
of the bill, and I think every Senator on the floor is bound to agree 
with me that there is but one condition weaved in this bill, and 
that is not the situation or condition of the Indian tribes but the 
condition of the - In reference to its advantages for agricult 
ural purposes, and thai only 

The Senator proceeds turther and says that the President is also to 
judge before he tenders this law to the Indis ins torratification whether 
the laws of inheritance of the respective States and Territories, where 
this land may be found, are suitable to the Indian tribal or family 
organization. I do not find any such privilege or condition as that 
in this bill in reference to the President, and it is the first time that 
the idea ever occurred to me, and it seems to me that it is enti 
distortion of the ee ses of this bill to assume that it has any such 
meaning init. Let any Senator point out the language which makes 
it one of the seeiialiats 1s upon which a tribe is to be tendered the op 


portunity of ratifying or disaftirming this law 
fied with the |] 


laws of inheritance 
or Territory in which the Indi: 


that he shall be satis 
and descent of the particular State 
in is found. 

Mr. COKE. The Senator will allow me t 
construction to the languag 
suseeptible of. 


Mr. MORGAN. But the Senator puts upon the language embodied 


pe t i pAN PUA L 


in this bill a construction which is a matter of legal impossibility. He 
says the President shall determine whether, tl 


» say that I 
which I believe it is fair] 


in his opinion, the laws 


of descent of the particular Territory or State are equal to the pro 
tection of the Indian family before he shall submit this law for rat 
fication to the Indian tribes. I have found no language in the bill 


that hinted at such a power as that 


Mr. BUTLER. The Senator will allow me a moment May I ask 
him why Te rritories cannot regulate this matter of descent after we 
turn over the Indians to their laws ? 

Mr. MORGAN. For the reason that you convey a fee to the head 
of a family, and yo 1 subject him by the bill itself whenever he re 


ceives a patent for his lat id to the 
ritory in which he may be found. Thatis what the bill a 
und it is too late,after we have yielded up the 
transferring this man tothe jurisdiction of the States and Territo 


in reference to the inheritance and every other law then to 


laws of the particular State or Ter 
omlp ishes; 
vhole anbiect br 
laws of 


ess 


commence congr yal ac tion for the purp 30 = reversing that which 
you have don What I complain of about the bill is “that we are 
hurrying intoa system that is ill-digested, that is not understood, and 
that cannot be e xplained, for various efforts have been made on this 
floor to explain it, and no Senator has succeeded yet in making a 


reasonable explanation. 

The Senator proposes, 
offered yet, to pick up some State around there, the State of Texas, 
or Arkansas, or Missouri, or Kansas, and provide that the 
inheritance and descent in one or the other of these States as he mav 
law of inheritance and descent for Indians 
within the Indian Territory. There is a body of land, a great deal of 
it, very fertile, larger than some of the largest States of this Union, 
about as large as three or four very respectable States in point 
Now let us see what condition we have got ourselves into as to that 
Territory when such an amendment is a: lopted. I will take the laws 
of Kansas and I willask the attention of the honorable Senators crom 
Kansas while I them a question. Is there any law in the State 


he says, by an amendment which he has not 
laws of 


select shall become the 


ot area. 


ask 
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of K 3 which provides for the disposal by descent or inheritance 
of 1 in favor of the wives of a man who has more than one wife ? 

Mr. INGALL If the Senator asks me that question, I will state 
that I do not know an instance in the State of Kansas of a man that 
has re than on vile sas 

Mr. MORGAN, I believe the Stat Kansas is » to allits 
other privileges 

Mr. INGALLS. The intention of her citizens is to avail themseives 
of t rp f 3 as far as the »w them; but to answer the 
Senaror ric iv, ther isno ia ont l il tt itiau pware ol! 
n Kansa 

Mr. MORGAN. Nor is there any law in Missouri, or Arkansas, or 
no Ts is » that « Cl. Then i 16 Senator iro Texas selects 
» State iich he i n4sto1 f ate whose laws shall regulate 
the inheritance of this Indian land inthe Indi ian Territory, we have 
a large body of Indians there, numbering, I believe, some sixteen or 
elg thousand, many of whose men have two, three, four, or five 

You go to the Indian with your proposition. 

Mr. COKE. The! s it is now may possibly not « » Indian 
ls nt I l, and does not provi » Alaska; and so 
The ‘oO e eXa Vy tue same ia iS Tlie ve no 

Mr. MORGAN. WI at is the law of inheritance the Tt rritory of 
Washi: nm? I cannot recite the particularlaw; Ido not know that 
t y have rot anv: but all they have is subject to be repealed by an 

of Congress in that Territory or in any other organized Territory 
of the Union. The necessary eifect of this bill will be this, if it is 
assed in the form in which it has come from the committee: when 
vou locate a man as the head of a family on a quarter-section of land 
which ma e within the borders of a State, whether it is New York, 
North Car . Nebraska, Kansas, or wherever else it may be, and 
that man dies, his family relation is totally dissolved by the law of 
that State as an illegitimate union; his children are deprived of all 
inheritance of blood, except perhaps the children of the one marriage, 
and you destroy the family relation in your attempt. It shows the 
m iby of underti using to thrust upon the Indian by an aci 
of Coneress Civiil ati on in a wholesale way. 

rhe committee understand now the difliculty which appears in ref- 

» the Indian Territory, but they seem to have been so dead in 
ove h their bill that they would not look at anything that criti- 
cised the htest degree. The honorable Senator from Texas 
consented to the amendment of the Senator from Missouri not know- 
ng at the time, not thinking at the time that the bill could havea 
possible imperfection, even when pointed out by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Missouri; but t ha iS & great Many. 

The Senator from Te ssmeasnbl ie cheat ities ialeatte cnebdnns oft as Milian 
ause which I shall move to strike out, and why? Upon great con- 
stitutional grounds as weli as upon plain grounds of public policy. 
W hat ninth section 
St '. That the provisions of sact s ot extend to be Ir ins 
intil the consent of two-thirds of the male members twenty-one vears of age shall 
be first Land obtains 

We solemnly enacted this into a law governing the policy of the 
United States in reference to Indian tribes. At the moment that this 
aw is enacted we tind Indians in States and in Territories also, and 
n unorganized territory, in the possession of land. These lands are 
held by them under treaty stipulation and also under acts of Con- 
gress ratifying and contirming treaties. Who can take the tithe away 


) 


tromthem? Nobody but Congress. Do you take it away by this bill ? 
Certainly you do not until they ratify the act. WV 
it? You confirm them in their title until two-thirds 
of the Indians shall consent to give it up. Ido not believe there isa 
awyer in the United States who upon acareful examination and con- 
sideration of this bill would differ with me upon = - proposition in 
connection with it. Here is a grant of land made by act of Congress 
and by tre yet to the Indians and they hold and ae it until Con- 
gress shall otherwise direct, and Congress comes in and says that it 
will not otherw wise direct until two-thirds of the male members of each 
tribe shal rn msent that it shall otherwise direct. Putting these enact- 
ments together ; and considering them in pari materia, it seems to me 
to be are to hold otherwise than that this is a proclamation of 
a grant to the Indians in perpetuity —_ such time as two-thirds of 
the male members of each Indian tribe ntitled toa reservation shall 
give their consent to give it up. 

There is another thi ng about this. Congress some years ago un- 
dertook a complete revolution in its poli y of regarding the Indians 
as tribes with whom treaties could be made. There was a solemn 
enactment passed by the Congress of the United States that here- 

1 a tribe, 





hat else do you do 


n reterence to 


after no Indian tribe should be considered in any sense sucl 
or such a nation, or such a State that we could entertain ‘teoaky rela- 
tions with that tribe. This was a revolution of the policy that had 
been pursued in this Government from its foundation, for I think the 
hon orable Senator from Kansas said the other r day there were more 
than five hundred treaties now standing, more or less, in force that 
we had made with them since the organization of this Government. 
Having abandoned or the treaty-making power, what else 
do we do? We proceed not by negotiating with ‘the headmen of the 
tribe, but with two-thirds of the men twenty-one years of age and 
upward, recognizing their tribal relation, recognizing their tribal 
rights in this very bill. There is here no dissolution of the tribal | 
relation; there t 


is here no control of it. There is here a most em- 
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phatic and a most explicit recognition of it. While we no 
treat with the headmen of the tribes under the treaty-making 
to be ratified and confirmed by the Senate, we enact laws 
nature of contracts to be made with a mé Ljorit} VY or two-thirds of 

men twé nty-one years of age and upward, and these 1: LWS are to} h; a 
effect on the Indians until this majority vote and say the ys] 


hal 
hb BVO eiecs, If there ever w: is the elevation of a race of peop! 


opt a 


lon ver 


Yr 
pow er 


a condition where tl ley cou ld make treaties with you, it is jn + 

. . faa t 
very body of this bill, ‘and i it is an entire reversal ot the poli 3 
we fix sed when we said to the country, “ Iereafter we will m gay 


treaties with Indian tribes. 

What is a contract with an Indian tribe? Isit ar 1ything else + 
a treaty? Unless you get every member of the tribe to sg; ion 

no contract at all in the ordinary sense of the word, becaus th 
are parties to it who are not boun d to it by their v clusters j assent 
A contract is an agreement entered into between two or WW Te en: 
senting minds upon aconsideration. You have got here an aggre 
made with atribe of Indians rept ‘esented by men who are twent 
years of age and upward; the women are not represented at al] : 
vet they are the owners of a large part of the Indian property. | 
widows who may be heads of families are not represented; the] 
or young men under twenty-one years of age are not represent 
and yet these young men constitute, as we know, in Indian ¢ 
ment a most important part of the whole tribe. They have: 
do with the control of Indian government than any other brane] 
any tribe. These are not consulted; the children are not consy); 
One-third of the men may vote against it, and if they are voted d 
two-thirds of the male members of the tribe twenty-one years of 
and upward can take the pores tty of the rest of the tribe and disp 5 
of it absolutely, and they can give their consent or withhold thy 
assent to the power of the ace rnment of the United States to enact 
F = to bear upon them. 

. COKE. Will the Senator yield to a question ? 

os. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COKE. Is not the title to Indian land 

the political community or tribe? 

Mr. MORGAN. No, sir. 

Mr. COKE. Then it is in the individuals. 

Mr. MORGAN. Notatall. Ifit is I haveread the decisions of th, 
upreme Court of the United States in vain. There is but one case 
n which it has ever been so held, and that was the case of a treaty 
which expressly said that the fee-simple was conveyed by the Goy 











. : 
now in the h 


Alas 





ernment of the United States to the Indian tribe. I refer to a case 
in 17 Wallace. In the Cherokee case that point was raised in t! 
Supreme Court of the United States. Because the treaty stipulat 
contained a provision that the Indian should have a patent tot 
land it was held *hat the fee-simple had been conveyed by the Goy- 
ernment; but where you ay locate an Indian tribe upon areserva- 
tion and do not in the treaty or by an act of Congress make them a 
grant of the allodium or fee-simple to the land their title is only ; 
title of occupancy; and the Government of the United ‘States not 
only has the right to move them, but there is a law standing on t! 
statute-book, which the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
certainly ought to know, ae where an Indian tribe located upo: 
tract of land asa reservation, it makes no difference by what sole 

of treaty engagement, e sane s in hostilities against the Gove rnmet 
of the United States, the President, without more, without the action 
of Congress or of the judiciary, has a right to dissolve the tribal rela 
tion and remove the Indians "from it. No, sir; there never was 
greater mistake than that suggested by that honorable Senator that 
the title to these lands be longs to the Indians of this country. 

Mr. COKE. I have referred to the fact that under the decisions of 
the Supreme Court the title to Indian lands is vested not in the indi- 
viduals but in the political community designated by the name ol 
tribe, and that the individuals have no more right to the land and no 
more title to any portion of that land than a citizen of the United 
States has to any portion of the public lands. 

Mr. MORGAN. The title to an Indian reservation, whatever it is, 
is invested in the tribe and not in the individual; but the next ques- 
tion arises, what is that title? Unless the Government of the United 
States has relinquished to the Indian tribe the title in fee it is ony 
a title of occupancy. That is the sort of title it is, and all reserva- 
tions (unless perhaps the reservation in favor of the five civilize 
tribes) granted to them by treaty or by an executive order, are held 
by the Indians not as owners of the fee- -simple but they are held by 
the Indians by a title of occupancy which we can reverse at any mn- 


n of 








ute in the world. It is only a question of morality, a questio 
good faith on our part, whether we will re move them or not, a re 
stands a law on the statute-book which declares that whenever 
commit hostilities as a tribe against the United States of Amer 
the President shall dissolve the tribal relation and remove them 0! 
the lands and take from them all the benefits, annuities, and every- 
thing else. 

Now, it is proposed to take men who are in this attitude under ou 


laws, and whom we are trying to civilize, and to erect them into 
tribal communities of that “degre eof power and dignity so as toe nable 
them to check the power of the Government of “the United States, 
until two-thirds of the male members twenty- ‘one years of age of 

each tribe shall consent to the enactment of our laws. Why, sir, here 
are laws on the statute-book that relate to the Indian in every pos 








na Ce 


m, al 1 he can be found—criminal 
ws disposing of property an d life; laws which take property 
s hands an d put it into the hands of an agent for sale; laws 
certé in species of property and putting the 
it in the Treasury of th . United States: aaa that reach 
in the nation, and hold him more a slave than a man, a 

Look over the eee of the United States, 
rvears and years we have been enacting the and never did we 
A bs is necessary to get the consent of an Indian tribe that these 
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chould go into effect. But now it seems to be necessary to get 

meent that is law shall go into effect. Whyso? It is be- 

ee the grasping hand of power, which like a good many other 

< has not been seen by the Senator from Texas—for he says 

~ ig not a thing I see that he can see—it is the grasping hand of 

hich undertakes to say that an Indian hereby shall be 

. n contact with the law. so that by some slippery ope ration 

lan be secured. It may be that the Indians will consent 

- voing into efiect, and say what lands they w ill receive or what 

Pe or line to receive. and then the unallotted portion ot 

ind is to be sold: or if a whole tribe refuse to accept the 

_and vet consented to the enactment of the a’ what be- 

thy land It may all in that way get into the hands of one 

scountry, so that he may have the power not merely to 

Indians, but the power to control the movements of pop- 

ighout the West 

Senators may not see it I do not expect from what I say to induce 

, look at it, but the time will come when the y Will see it. 

‘ ome when they will find that they have lent them- 

< most pernicious syste that was eve! invented in the 

i we expect to move 1@ government of the Indian, let 

ike a Congress and not sat the wigwams of 

g erent bands for consent to g When the Indian 

stands that you intend to govern him and provide proper rules 

ion, Which he must observe, then you have made an advance 

s civilization which is wo all the powder and shot you 

rown away on him for one hundred years. When you legis- 

islate for him, and let him understand that, lixe my- 

evi man in this country, he must bow to the consti- 
6 the law-maki s pow r. The moment he gets | 

erstand it, he is a half-civilized n ian. There are more than tive 

ed different txiben! in the United States, each with a different law. 

ganize your government of agents and commissicners; you 

pon the Treasury year after year for money to supply them 

traveling expenses and salaries and outfits; you go tothe ¢ am pot 


congregated on the bank of a 
you submit this act of Cox 
dians that which the Senators 


s construction of the law. 


river or a creek or a plain 
you undertake to ex- 
themselves do not under- 
You want to induce them 


Is act 1G@Tess 5 





. You want to get two-thirds of the Indian men of the 
r tribe to accept a law before it can become an enactment. | 

| g¢ will it take to carry such a law into effect in this country? 
3 send ont agents for the purpose of getting the consent of the | 


*n you will have cases coming back upon youlike the | 





“a Indians, where the Secretary of the Interior has to 
vefore the wo1ld and acknowledge that the Indians were 


ecelved, They rightfully held lands under a treaty, but they were 
taken from the Niobrara and carried down to the Indian Territory, 
xcuse that is made for it is that the agents who were sent 
to negotiate with the Indians came back and reported that they 
i got the consent of the tribe to go; and, Mr. President, a broader 
— r falsehood than that was never uttered by mortal man. 
L- it these slippery fellows, who wanted to make money out of the In- 
I ins, came back and re ported that they had got their consent, and 
they were hauled as captives, first the chiefs, and then the tribe, 
Territory, and there they were imprisoned, and there 
¢ imprisone “1 to this day, and the Sec retary of the Interior has | 
apo] ogizing as well as he could to the « ountry for it from that 
to this. 
regard to all these other 
ill be repeated. 





to that 


8 PPY 


tea SO 


man hem: the same 
The Indians, some few drunken fellows or 


tribes or 1 


rat ¢ 
y OF 
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; ‘nen bribed with beads or tobacco or knives, will say: “Why, | 
ze ‘e are ready to treat with our Great Father,” or our great grat 1d- 
1e ‘ther, or our great grandmother, or some body else who is great and 
Lb crand—“ we are ready to treat with you.” Then they and the agents 
sg? “t down and talk; the presents are brought to the Indians; their 
; 3 dockets are filled with a little douceur; and then oe are ready to 
co rao reat about what? Whether this law shall | a a law 
a emp: Enacted by Congress, approved by the President, itis no law 

a anti the Congress of the United States has inv ited the Peale chiefs 
an ., come parties and two-thirds of them say it shall be a law. 
ery" “re 18 not one particle of the enactment in all the system of law 
ae ght you by this committee that can become a law until two- 
jared ‘Si of the Indians have consented to and ratified i 
able a ihiats progress in that way toward the control of Indians by 
ates, Bove: y of written laws, you will be a century making the 
Bs of a yer . impression uponthem. Those men of the Indian tribes who | 
pee * Conservative and who are leoking to the interest and welfare of 
nen ‘ tami ilies, wil Hl ony this to you: ‘‘ True you present this law to | 
po “© to be ratified: can you remove us from off this territory?” ‘No; 





| mon as their religion teaches them t 
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While thi 
secomes 
ass of Indians 


the law itself says we can aa — ia?” 
on a particular tribe of Indians, it 1 
a law which 
their consent. 

Turn to the fourth section of this bill. There it provides for In- 
dians not residing on reservations, and gives them the right to select 
land in any State or Territory of the American Union whether t} 
lands there are surveyed or unsurveyed. If you will 
fourth section of the bill you will se 6 that the law will govern Indians 
who do not belong now to particular tribes, and they are provided 
for with homesteads and the right of entry on lands with no charge 
for oftice fees or anything of the sort, to egree that rises far abov« 
the privileges of any white man in tl There is n 


s law 
a law 1 
1 


isnot openness 
ieverthel i@ss, and 
lately and with 


e 


controls one cl 30 mt 


look 


ad 


ie United States. 


oO 


condition about that section. If it is enacted it becomes a law to 
these Indians, and all the lands that are provided for in the fourth 
section are given away to these Indians upon the terms and condi 


tions therein mentioned. And I]invite Senators to turn to that fourth 
section of the bill and see how far this bill becomes operative eve 
without t nd of two-thirds of the tribe where they are not 
on reservations, and then they will see something about the har 
mony of the bill; then they will unde ‘rstand the principle of the bill 
which will not t of th ehte riticism here without giving 
to Senators. 

Mr. President 
ndor of n 
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statements, I 


I get 
want 


om some quarters Tor 


Ly to make provision of law by 


which the Indian shall receive land in severalty, believing that that 
is the best means of giving him a start toward civilization, and 
knowing as well as the Indians now know that through that means 


and that agency alo 





sare they to bee pec ted to take a start to re 


trieve themselves from the unfavorable position in which they are 
| found to-day. Snow ing that they have no other resource left ; know- 


ing that they surrounded on every side by powerful communities ; 
seeing the lig! ht of civilization and its dazzling examples glittering 
before their eyes continually, they may be induced and will be in 
duced by thous: nds and Te ns of thousands, as I hope Ina short period 
of time, to accept somuch of civilization as shall relate to the culture 
of the soil, the raising of stock, and other descriptions of useful prop- 
erty; and that is the starting-point in the civilization of every man. 
It is to teach him to support himself by the of h hands 
and by the skill he possesses, whatever 7 may be, to maintain himself 
and his family. Bat i if you leave it to the headmen and chiefs and 
influential men of the Indian tribes vhen they will spt 
system that dissolves th ir family that bastardizes their 
children, that Gestroye their hopeand power of inheritance, that makes 
them citizens of each State where they may be found in reference to 
allthe duties and obligations and burdens of citizenship without con 
ferring upon them the rights of citizenship there, and which at the 
same time, under the amendment which has been voted down in this 
bill, denies them the 1 ights of citizens of the United States—when you 
bring this measure before these Indians and tell them that they can 
accept that or else live on their reservations with their lands in com 
o do and as their experience of 
hundreds of years has taught them to do, you will not get a two 
thirds majority to adopt your bill; and then all this structure will 
a to the ground, not because it is not right, not because it has not 
ng attention and the votes of the Senate and House of Rep- 


labor is own 


ee 


. J .]2 
reiations, 


ngag red the 


resentatives and the approval of the Pre side nt of the U nited States, 
but because merely nine ty Indian men out of a tribe refuse to let it 
become a law. 

Sir, your progress in government, if these are the steps you are 


taking, will be a progress that will realize nothing but disaster in 
time tocome. This bill cannot be executed, and the honorable Sen 
ator from Texas to-day apologizes for it before the Senate by saying 


that if the bill did not go into effect it would not do any harm, or 
words to that efiect, and it would be a harmless measure. Have we 
been engaged here for a week in the debate of a measure that is to 


be harmless, that the President can enforce or not enforce, as he 
pleases? What does the Senator from Texas mean the Senate to do 
for the public welfare, to organize itself into a mere debating society, 
and conclude with a resolution that is of no more effect than the 
resolution of a debating society? We passa bill on the recommenda- 
tion of a committee that may never become a law, and therefore can- 
not do any aarm! 

Only last year that celebrated Ute bill was passed which has a pro- 
vision for a two-thirds r: atifics ution ; and the honorable Senator from 
Colorado, [Mr. TELLER, ] the day this debate opened, virtually called 
for the report of the Ute commission, a commission that has been in 


operation now for nearly a year in the Ute Indian territory for the 
purpose of getting the Ute Indians to ratify a law that contained 
the same provision as to its ratification. 

Mr. COKE. I have had an interview with the Secretary of the 


Interior on the tloor of the Senate Chamber, and he has authorized 
me to say that there is nothing in the reports or correspondence of 
the Ute commission which would have the slightest weight whatever 
against this bill. 
Mr. MORGAN. Yesterday 
Colorado introduced a re solution, 


evening the honorable Senator from 
and the Senate adopted it, requir 


ing the Secretary of the Interior to iay that information before this 
body. 
Mr. COKE. He will do it 
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Mr. MORGAN. But he has not done it, nor will be ever do it until 
the debate on this bill is over. The Ponca commission that went 
down to investigate the condition of Ponca affairs has not yet reported, 
and will never report while an argument can be drawn from their 
action and transactions against this pet policy of the Secretary of the 
Interior. A man who does not know as much about Indians as the 
honorable Senator from Kansas, a man who was raised in a country 
that does not know what an Indian is, after a brief experience of one 
presidential term, and after having committed a blunder if not a 
crime in the case of the Ponca Indians, for which he has been apolo- 
gizing and excusing himself from that day to this, withholds the 
information due to the Senate, and comes and communicates to the 
chairman of the Senate committee that in the opinion of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior everything is all right in the Ute bill and its exe- 
cution. I do not believe that the statements of the honorable Sec- 
retary will be justitied by the evidence in that case when it comes to 
be examined by a committee of the Senate. 

Mr. COKE. The papers will be sent to the Senate. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not want to vote on this bill unt 
report and get that information. 

Mr. EATON. You never will. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam afraid not. I amafraid I shall not live long 
enough to see it. But, sir, that was a smal! dose of the immense 
bolus of physic that is now being administered to this country ; that 
only related to the Ute Indians and the State of Colorado, and they 
then said that was the one measure which was necessary to prevent 
war and to enable the Indians to get land in the country. They 
have tried that policy. This bill has been put to a severe test by 
this arrangement. Now we are asked to swallow the whole affair 
and make this law universally applicable to every Indian in the 
United States, even in Alaska and the Indian Territory, while the 
Secretary of the Interior does not deign to inform us, though the res- 
olution of the Senate has been passed, what he has done under that 
bill, how much it has cost, what Indian has been located under it. 
I would ask the honorable Senator from Colorado, for it is in his 
country, if he has heard that any Indian of the Ute tribe has ever 
yet been pcated under the bill we passed last year? 

Mr. TELLER. I would say that none have received allotments. 
I said the other day the prospect was no better for their location now 
than it was when we passed the bill. 

Mr. ALLISON. The preliminary provisions of the treaty have not 
been complied with yet. It is impossible for any location to be made. 

Mr. TELLER. Why not? 

Mr. MORGAN. Does the Senator from Iowa call it a treaty ? 

Mr. ALLISON. To gratify my friend I will call it an agreement. 

Mr. MORGAN. I supposed the honorable Senator was consulting 
his own convictions about it. He calls that a treaty which is an act 
of Congress, which would become a bargain when agreed to by the 
Indians. 

Mr. TELLER. I should like to ask the Senator from Iowa what 
preliminaries he refers to? The treaty has been signed; the money 
has been paid ; I do not know what more is to be done. The Indians 
are still there, and if they are ever moved it will take the Army to 
move them. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Indians are to have their land after they are 
removed. 

Mr. HILL, of Colorado. Ii the Senator from Alabama will allow 
me one moment, I should like to make a remark on that point. I 
have stated on this tloor, in explanation of the reasons why the land 
has not been allotted to the Ute Indians in severalty, that before 
those provisions of the treaty could be carried out which were re- 
quired in advance of the allotment of the land winter had set in. I 
have stated that the commission who were to go out and take a census 
of the Indians and provide for the payment of the money did not 
reach there until August or September. The delay was caused by the 
opposition to the passage of the bill. It should have passed last Feb- 
ruary, but it did not get through untilthe l5thof June. That alone 
accounts for the failure to remove the Indians thus far. 

No one knows better than my colleague that it would be impossi- 
ble to move these Indians in the heart of winter. Surveyors cannot 
go out to sclect lands and survey them with four or five feet of snow 
on the ground. It was the lateness of the passage of the bill that 
prevented the land from being allotted to the Indians, as was contem- 
plated, last summer. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will ask the Senator from Colorado what time 
did they get the treaty to the Indians for their signatures ? 

Mr. HILL, of Colorado. I do not know the exact date ; but Ishould 
think it was not earlier than October. 

Mr. MORGAN. If it took from June to October to get one tribe of 
Indians to consent to an enactment of this character, how long will it 
take to get five hundred to consent ? 

Mr. HILL, of Colorado. I wish to say further, in answer to the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, that when the census had been taken and when 
the Indians had signed the agreement—not two-thirds, as he stated, 
but three-fourths had signed the agreement—then a certain amount 
of money was to be paid them. That was provided for in tho agree- 
ment, and it took time to get the money there; and I assert that it 
was on account of the time required to carry out these provisions of 
the Ute bill that no lands have been allotted. 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator from Alabama will yield to mea 


I see that 





moment, I think I understand something about this Ute business. 0. 
the 15th of June we passed the bill and it was approved by the Pros. 
dent. There was no reason why the commission should not have bec: 
upon the ground in ten days, and if the Indians were prepared to do 
what it was asserted here again and again upon this floor by anthorit: 
of the Secretary they were prepared to do, the treaty ought to hae 
been signed in fifteen days more. ; ” 

Mr. President, the money that was sent there to be paid to those 
Indians was their money and had been due them and unjustly with. 
held by the Secretary of the Interior for more than four vears It 
was their money that he sent there to be paid. It was not our mone: 
It had been due and had lain in the Treasury ready to be paid when- 
ever he made an order to pay it, and he ought to have sent With that 
commission this money to have been paid to the Indians. 

And, Mr. President, after the treaty was signed by these Indians— 
and it was not in October; my colleague is mistaken ; it was earlie: 
than that that this treaty was signed—after the treaty was signed 
and before the money was paid, the commission must go to the city 
of Denver and remain there for some considerable time waiting for 
this money to come out to be paid to the Indians. Now, Mr. Presi. 
dent, they have succeeded in getting the agreement signed. I believe 
an investigation will show that it was signed under peculiar, not to 
say not very creditable circumstances, and I have not the slightes: 
doubt that time will demonstrate the correctness of my supposition 
on that point. D 

The commission that was sent have never yet located an India: 
upon the land that they were to go out and look upon, with the ex 
ception of the land on the La Plata, and they do not know to-day 
except as they get it from hearsay, whether it is a suitable place 
to put the Indians or not. No order has been made for survey; 1 
effort has been made for survey. When the money was appropriated 
we were told that they were to go there immediately and that th 
whole thing was to be settled. . 

I said that they had not brought peace to Colorado, and I say her 
now, and the whole people of the State will sustain me, and every 
officer of the Government who is honest and whose attention has 
been called to it will sustain me, that but for the presence of United 
States troops aiter the treaty was signed there would have been open 
and flagrant war between the white people of that State and the 
Indians, and not begun by the white people either. My colleague 
knows that fact, everybody knows it in the State, that but for the 
troops that were at Los Pinos and the troops that were at Fort 
Lewis and the troops at Fort Garland there would have been open war 
after the treaty had been signed by three-quarters of these Indians 

I said the other day, and I repeat here again, that there never was 
such a farce on the faco of the earth as there is in procuring the sig- 
nature of a common Indian to a treaty. He has not the slightest 
knowledge of it. In 1877 we sent out a commission to Colorado t 
treat with them, and the commission went there with the instruction 
from the Secretary to pay them the money that was due them, pro- 
vided they would agree to sign the treaty, and if they would not agree 
to sign that treaty, to withhold and keep the money and return itt 
the United States Treasury—money that was due them by the solem: 
obligation of this Government. This was one of the great troubles 
we had with the Ute Indians, that the Secretary of the Interior (wh 
now assumes to be the champion of the Indians, and whose friends 
are ready to decry any man as the foe of the Indian who does not 
sympathize with him in his sentiments upon this question) withhelc 
their money; and it was that same Secretary who said to his com- 
mission, “ Pay this, provided they sign the treaty; and if they d 
not, you return with their money in your pockets, and you put it back 
into the Treasury.” 

Mr. President, no man can say honestly whether this treaty will 
be a good treaty or not; but certainly nothing has happened, noth- 
ing has occurred, nothing has come out of it that will justify an) 
man in saying on this floor or anywhere else that it is a success 01 
that it promises to be a success. If it promises anything it promises 
to bring on the Indian greater troubles and on the whites greate! 
troubles than we have had heretofore. That is what I am satisiie 
will be the result of that treaty and nothing else. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, whatever else has taken place !! 
reference to the execution of the Ute treaty, this one fact must be 
admitted, that if the purpose of that treaty was to locate Indians in 
severalty on the public lands, no part of that purpose has yet beer 
accomplished. I think we should have had all the information whic 
can be derived from the action of the Government in its effort t 
locate Indians under that bill upon the public land for the purpose 
of being the better able to understand what will come of this meas 
ure after we have enacted it. That is my complaint against the actio 
of the Government in reference to the information that ought to ha‘ 
been sent to us from the Ute country. ; 

The honorable Senator from Colorado says the Indians are ther 
yet and he very much apprehends that they will remain there unt 
they are removed by force. Then what becomes of the propositic 
that the Indians have ratified this treaty in order to get upon agh 
cultural lands? I suppose it is extremely doubtful, extremely de 
batable whether the lands to which they are to be carried are eta 
to those from which they are being carried in respect of the advan- 
tages of agricultural location. But if the Indians have signed tha 
treaty as it is called, or that contract, it is not in reference to tue 


ave 








s+qining of land in severalty at any location for themselves, but it has 
-jJently been with reference to obtaining the ready money that was 
, be paid to them for that consideration. I rememberdistinctly well 
nat in that bill we were to pay Ouray a thousand dollars a year as 
iary—the chief of an Indian tribe paid by the Government of the 
veo States a thousand dollars a year salary—for what? For noth- 

> else than to get his influence to persuade the Indians to sign that 
Pom t. That is part of the farce the honorable Senator from Colo- 
- >) eneaks of, and very justly, too, in reference to getting the In- 
aan f any tribe to sign a contract with the Government under an 
‘of ( ongress. There are not many Indians in the United States 
ho can understand a contract when submitted to them, who can 

vJerstand all the provisions of this enactment of Congress, and cer- 

aly very few if any of them will be able to understand for a long 
to come the legal effect of the provisions relating to the family 
»d relating also to the descent of the title to this land upon their 
eerity after they are dead. Whatever Indians may be obtained 
veonsent to an enactment of this kind will be intluenced by such 
measnres a8 the Government can bring to bear on them to control 
-nom in theiraction, and I fear very much that they will not be influ- 
need by a desire to hold their lands in severalty. That is what I 
desire to accomplish under the bill, to have the Indians make this 
start toward civilization by getting homesteads in severalty, and I 
io not think it is wise to put if in the power of two-thirds of a tribe 
Indians to say to one-third “ you shall not have your land in sev- 
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Now let me ask, Mr. President, how you are going to locate an In- 
tian on one of these reservations on land in severalty under this bill 
sntil two-thirds of the Indians of that tribe shall have consented that 
the bill shall become alaw? Itis about true that not more than 
ne-third of the male members of any Indian tribe in the West are 
ready to-day or will be ready in five years from to-day to take land 
n se veralty and go into the business of agriculture, go to hard work 
’ tbor. I think that we may very well count upon that fact. 
Suppose, however, there may be just a little less than a third that 
lesire to do it, you have passed this law in Congress, you take it to 
the tribe and submit it to them, and they say “ for certain considera- 
ns influencing us we will not consent that this law shall become 
yerative on our tribe;” then the two-thirds who do not desire to 
gage in agricultural pursuits have the absolute power to shut out 

these men from taking land in severalty under this bill. 

7 It seems to me that the ninth section of the bill is not worth any- 
ug at all. Strike it out, and let us legislate for these Indians as 
‘ we would for anybody else under the control and jurisdiction of Con- 
; gress by making laws for them that are wise and beneficial, and then 
ompel them to accept them, and go on compelling them to obey them 
whether they accept them or not. There is nothing harsh in that, 
nothing cruel in that, nothing that is going to offend an Indian even, 
vecause they acknowledge now the supremacy of the Government of 
the United States, and they are not going to be offended with us if 
we in a wise, just, and prudent way exercise our power in their con- 
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4 I think that the honorable committee will do well to abandon that 
view of the case, to allow the Indians to become subject to the laws 
3 of the United States as everybody else is, for the proposition I state 


annot be denied, that if we have the power to pass this law and put 
t into force by consent of two-thirds of the Indians of a particular 
tribe, you have the right to put it in force without the consent of 
two-thirds. Ido not see how that proposition is to be answered as 
: matter of power and jurisdiction. If we have power to pass this 
bill at allwe have the power to pass it, although we may not get the 
onsent of a single Indian in the Territory, and the bill itself by con- 
lerring this power upon two-thirds of the Indians to nullify, to ab- 
rogate, or to refuse to allow this law to be put into operation, concedes 


the principle that Congress has the jurisdiction to legislate as it sees 


13 proper on this subject. I do not think there is any doubt about our 
‘t power to do it, and I believe we shall subject ourselves to continual 
Y ‘larassment and be continually disappointed in our hopes if we pass 


a law conditioned that it shall become a law only with the approval 
, f the Indians. 
re But, Mr. President, the amendment that is under discussion relates 
toa different subject. The amendment will have to be adopted, it 
seems tome; before we can start a law of inheritance from the In- 
diaus at all we must annex a condition of that kind to the grant and 


- them in the line of civilization in reference to the descent of their 
se property, and to do it we are compelled to reverse all the Indian tra- 
s- “tons and tribal relations that exist between them in reference to 


‘He power and influence of the family. 

oft HILL, of Colorado, Mr. President, I desire to say that any 
Yom to this bill based upon the statement that the Ute Indian 
r pe iiias proved a failure is at least very unjust. All the provisions 
of the Ute Indian bill have been carried out up to this time as far as 
yt ‘38 possible to have done it. It is true no lands have yet been al- 


ted, and the reason for that, as I have stated before, is that the 
\ — —— be done in that certain part of the country in the winter. 
‘ Time wa required to accomplish the various purposes of the bill; that 
“ , those which were precedent to the act of removing the Indians. 
a he law required that a complete census should be taken of these 
“ indians. That ce 


nsus was not completed, I believe, until very late 


the fall. Tear coke 4 1) 
“is * Cannot state the exact date—perhaps my colleague 
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can—but I know it was a late day in the fall. Tle money cou] 
be paid till the census was taken. My colleague says this money was 
due to those Indians under former treaties. Perhaps it was due t 
them under former treaties. Nevertheless it was to be paid to them 
under the provisions of the act of Congress, and it could not be paid 
to them until the other provisions of the act had been executed. The 
result was that before the money could be taken from the Treasury 
for that purpose and sent to Colorado snow had fallen. 

Now as to the matter of securing the signatures of those Indians 
I was not present with the commission when the signatures of the In 
dians were obtained. I know nothing personally as to how they were 
obtained. Mycolleague has intimated that there wassomething wrong 
in the manner of obtaining the signatures. He was not present an) 
more than I was when the signatures were taken. He has no other 
source of information than I have, and that is simply the report of 
the individual members of the commission. I have conversed with 
every member of the commission but one, and I never have heard it 
stated by one member of the commission that there was anything 
fraudulent or anything wrong or unfair in the manner in which this 
business was conducted. I have heard the statement plainly and 
unequivocally made by three of the commission that it was done wit! 
perfect freedom and fairness, and that no improper intluence was 
brought to bear upon the Indians. 

I do not know what further information my colleague can hay 
upon that subject than that furnished by the commission, and I am 
very sure he cannot get any such information from the commission 
as he has indicated here. My colleague has alluded to the danger oi 
an Indian war in Colorado, the danger which occurred last fall. | 
can state in a very few words all there is of it. An Indian was killed 
by a white man, a freighter on the road to the agency. That man 
was arrested. He was held in confinement at a house on the reserva- 
tion. The Indians gathered around the house and demanded that he 
should be given up to them. The agent was there. Some of the 
members of the commission were there. There were several othe 
persons present at the time. They refused to surrender him. Fi- 
nally they agreed with the Indians that this man should be sent for 
trial to the town of Gunnison, and he was sent off in charge of four 


men. While on the road he was taken from the guard by the In- 
dians. They seized him and carried him into the woods and shot 
him. Who is to be blamed for this proceeding I do not presume to 
say. The matter is in the courts now, and it will be tried there, and 


I hope the guilty party will be punished, whether he is an Indian or 
a white man. This unfortunate event created a good deal of excite- 
ment on the border; but what has that to do with the merits of this 
bill, or what has it to do with the general question of settling the 
Indians upon lands in severalty ? 

There has been a good deal said by the Senator from Alabama abou 
tho failure of the Secretary of the Interior to submit a report from 
the commission. When was that report called for? Not until just 
at the close of the session yesterday. I think at the very close of the 
session yesterday my colleague introduced a resolution calling on the 
Secretary for this report. He will make it. I have no doubt it will 
be here within a day or two. But what report can the commission 
make? They can only report what progress has thus far been made, 
and that will cover exactly the facts which I have stated here; the 
commission went to Colorado ; they took the census of the Indians; 
they got the agreement ratified by three-fourths of them. The money 
has been paid, and there the matter rests. It remains now to remove 
the Indians to the place where the lands are to be allotted to them, 
and that will be done early in the spring, I have no doubt. 

It is suggested to me by the Senator from Ohio that the resolution 
of my colleague did not reach the Secretary till this morning, and 
now it is intimated by a Senator that the Secretary of the Interior is 
guilty of some crime because he has not furnished the report of that 
commission when the resolution calling for it never reached him till 
this morning. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE. I suggest to the Senator from Rhode Island that 
there are a number of nominations on the table. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Well, let us proceed to the consideration of execu 
tive business. I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid 
eration of executive business. After forty-four minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at five o’clock and ten 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 23, 1881. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
Rev. W. P. Harrison, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CONTESTED ELECTION—YEATES VS. MARTIN. 
Mr. SPEER. Mr. Speaker, having charge of the contested-elec- 


Prayer by the Chaplain, 


tion case of Yeates vs. Martin, I desire to come to some understand- 
ing with the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fre.p,] who has 
charge of the case as presented by the minority of the committee. I 
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i eit ain for debate. Mr. COX. I rise to a privileged report. 

Heh a Mr. FIELD. §S » far as I have any authority or any information, The SPEAKER. The gentleman had better move, in the first ») 
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hours more t x debate on this s de is all that that the morning hour be dispensed with. 
any member has any objection to such a proposition, Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 


make it now. with the morning hour. 


‘TINE. I understand there are four gentlemen on this The SPEAKER. 
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I make that motion; to dispe 
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i he x oule te who they are ” matters where they could not be reached. The Chair thinks the hon: 
VALEN IN} j gre e! Le l ie had better be devoted to the consideration of private bills alrea 
geutieman from Ins Mr. CALKINS,] a l nk there are two | on the Calendar. 
rte ' I he motion of Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, was agreed to, 
c . ’ aT } I + iy ' ‘ r 1 ~ + t P } : , 4 
I : n ¢ ‘ uy ‘ : eit thirds voting in favol thereof,) and the morning hour for the rece) 
} having cl g © Case ¢ er sia : *Y | tion Of reports from committees was dispensed with. 
8 agre to the Hous l e\ 4 two * ; t 
> Tro’ HALIFAX FISHERIES AWARD. 
) : 
M me 1) Atter ‘ ve ae _ wat COX. |] rise » make the folle wing privileged report fr 
‘ ‘r that may be the Committee on Foreign Affairs: which I ask the Clerk to read. 
" ] wl- } 4 1) 
'r, KEIFER. I do not wish to inter ggestion of | The Clerk read as follows 
‘ ‘ n from Massachusetts, excep ] e bet tified Resolved, That the Secret f State be requested, if net incompatibl 
Saale iin etka cn eneante iS ithe public inter t, to communicate to this Honse all information in the State Dey 
Ei AKT eke ment not here tofore communi ited. to Congress in reference to the Halifax t 
ZA Ai : i I eries award of $5,550,000 paid by this Government to Great Britain and especi 
s nae » , + relotir +} 1} 5 7 
[ <EIFER. Y doy believe ‘ : , ‘ re tating to the alleged fir tious statistics and perjured testimony imposed on t 
1 eae : vr hout tha art trators, and upon whic h evidence the award was made. And also, wl 
Me. SPEER rl amen 4 ceentlema ‘ Massachusetts eee has taker =) ee rocure a verification of the recently 
a . lished statement of Professor Henry mule } on this subject 
+a ) my friend from Ohio {Mr. KEIrEeR] that ni “oR arse ee ee ee 
@ hie ve been« ed on that sie ready, aud only one hour Je resolution was adopted. 
this side We propose to call the previous question at two o'clock Mir. COX Toe to reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
the other side the two hours additional which the | #@opted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on thi 
~ s tahle 
, eman in charge of the case says will be required. table. , 
us £ i 5 latter mation wae agract 
i K ER. less some of ventlemen desiz ng to speak rhe latter motion was reed to. 
ahiert to that nronosition. 1% ot objec TORPEDOES. 
. I ] hoy } ) S satft The SPFAKF T} , } } Ine? . ‘ 
I R o en Iwill« the prey ( atte The SI EAKER, Phere are several such resolutions which the Chai 
uding of the Journal to-morrow. Will now recognize, there being no objection. 
sf, WEeTT 1 t tant + ‘tat + < fr T INS WN , ns ; ’ 7 
Ir. ONEILL. I object to the limitation « » ho Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I send to the Clerk’s desk a sub 
ae ' y : mn } ‘ ¢ ( nne | at} . “+ , ‘ . . : . y és 
. ir. MCMAHON. It is not compete ema renn- | stitute reported by the Committee on Expenditures in the Nav; 


if Mr. O'NEILI 











Departiaent for the resolution referred to that committee. 








The SPEAKER. The whole matter is within the control of the The SPEAKER. The substitute will be read. 
but the respe ctive parties n charg Of the Se I ive assented The Clerk read as follows: 
wav BORES acaitional ae ware On venalk of the - MOTILY report. | Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and hereby is, directed to com: 
i Mr. O°NEILL. I do not consider that they have absolutely accepted | nicate to this House any proposals which may have been made to the Navy 1 
: he two hours. partment for sale to the United States of torpedoes during the past two years, t 
2 Mi ) mm af Nart } } $a mal y) W: gether with all reports which may have been made by officers of the United States 
£ I S NOTTN UaProi bs LO a an it . ‘ . . . : . < 
; “4 J AN 7 ms z 7 eee . oe : ; Te Pec — Navy with regard to torpedoes. Also to inform the House what sums of mor 
; ’ stated the © y by fentiemen ont orner side That three | have been appropriated and‘expended for experiments with torpedoes under dir 
: i rs would be re as fair t ‘ na Was not an assurance given | tion of the Navy Department during said period, and that he w i commeunden te 
: bv one gentlemay » other side that if such time were allowed | other information on this subject not inconsistent with the public interest. 
: there would be no factious opposition so far as his influence went ? Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask the adoption of the subst 
4 it i 
’ Phe SPEAKER. It seems that nger time than was originally | tute in lieu of the original resolution. 
z ontemplated is desired Mr. O'NEILL. I object to that. 
; Mr. KEIFER. There was no agreement tothe limit of three hours,| The SPEAKER. Under the rule the resolution has to be reporte 
; I think. within one week. 
q rhe SPEAKER. So far asccn be agreed, the understanding now Mr. O’NEILL. I understand that; but does it not require unanimous 
3 8, as stated by the gentle 1 from Georgia, that two hours additional | consent to consider it now ? 
- or debate will be allowed to gentlemen advocating the minority re- The SPEAKER. Not to come in. 
f port, after which, the gentleman states, he will call the previous Mr. O'NEILL. Very well, then; I hope the gentleman will hay y 
‘ estion. better luck than I had, for the resolution I had referred to the Com- 
x erTemyp Y + , , + 3° +4 at . . * : > 2 ° 4 
é Mr. KEIFER. In that there may be no misunderstanding, | mittee on Appropriations for the completion sufficiently of the post- 
fi I wish to state that, while I am not now objecting myseli, there are | office building in the city of Philadelphia to allow its occupancy for 
4 other gentlemen who desire to speak and who may object to this | post-oflice purposes has been buried in that committee now for two 
5 : tation. thanch JT think the an arrance peak within the time | or three weeks 
imitation, though I think they can arrange to speak within the time | or three weeks. 
; indicated. | Mr. CONGER. The latter part of the resolution seems to provide 
2 Mr. SPEER. [trust so, Mr. Speaker, because it was distinetly under- | that the information should be furnished if not incompatible with the 
. stood, when I consented to a postponement of this case fora day when | public interest, but that does not refer to the other part of the reso- 
# : ; 


lution. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman will see there is absolute require- 
ment there shall be a report on the first part, while the latter part 
provides the information shall be furnished if not inconsistent with 
the public interest. It seems to me the subject of torpedo experiment 


t was first called up, that after ample time had been allowed for 
debate there would be no dilatory proceedings. 

Mr. KEIFER. ‘The statement of the gentleman is entirely correct; | 
but I did state that we wanted a fair time for discussion, and that a 
fair time for discussion was so long as gentlemen in good faith desired 
to what the gentleman has said in 


to debate the question. 1 assent 





that respect. is a secret in the control of this Government, and ought to be kept 
‘ Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. If no agreement is reached I hope | so except so far as this House ought to have that information. This 
i the gentleman from Georgia will now call the previous question. would require that information in regard to our torpedo system should 
Mr. SPEER. I stand by my statement. | be given the gentleman which perhaps ought not to be. Under the 
The SPEAKER. ‘lhe gentleman from Georgia does not call the | circumstances I hope the resolution will be amended by making the 
revious question. | clause “if not inconsistent with the public interest” relate to tue 
Mr. SPEER. I do not call the previous question now: but I give | whole resolution. 

: notice (and I trust there will be no objection to this) that to-morrow, | Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I am not authorized by the com- 
i two hours after the reading of the Journal, I will call the previous | mittee to accept any amendment ; but I do not see any objection to 

i question. | the modification proposed by the gentleman from Michigan. 
1 ESE Mr. KEIFER. That would depend upon whether we have a morn- The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and the modifica- 
‘ ing hour to-morrow. | tion is adopted. ; iis 
: TheSPEAKER. This question would take precedence of the morn- | Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I think the resolution accomplisnes 


the same purpose now. , 
The substitute, as modified, was agreed to, and the resolution, 45 


After two hours more have been given for debate on 


fe pg hour 

i ‘Mr. SPEER. 
sli 

Pe 


"| the other side, I will call the previous question. amended, was adopted. ; i 1 
acs The SPEAKER. The gentleman does not now claim the floor so as Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, moved to reconsider the vote %Y 
5 ei to interfere with the consideration of private business to-day ? which the resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion 
; 4 Mr. SPEER. No, sir; I do not desire to antagonize private bills. to reconsider be laid on the table. 
77 The The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood. The latter motion was agreed to. 
i. > 
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; SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION REPORTs. | settling private land claims in certain States and Territories, and ask 
wf, HAYES, from the Committee on Printing, reported back joint that the same be refe rred to th ( cuneate on Private Land Claims 
" solution H. R. No. 364) providing for the printing of the Smith- Ph » objection, and it was ordered accordingly 
«san Institution reports, and for other purposes, with amendments. | POSTAL LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES 
: The re colution was read, as follows: | Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous ¢ 
: 1 ¢e., That 3,000 copies of each of the reports of the Smithsonian Inst sent to present the petition I hold in my hand, from 10,01 tizens 
- ther with ee ees — stay “ope life — writings | of the United States. on the subject of the postal laws Pie nad 
s Smithson, with illustrations, be printed from the stereotype plates DOW | 3. pwiag and ry spectful. and asic that it . inted in the Ry TF 
Cor ressional Printing Office, of which 1,500 shall be for the use of the House, | *°. 0°" 7 oe as t = a I eae am ot be h eerie dh - R — 
oa nse of the Senate, and 1,000 for the use of the Smithsonian Institution without the names and referred to the Committee on the Post-Of 
amendments were read, as follows: 
4 after th words ‘‘together with,” strike out ‘ do« ur ato l refer e to the . 
." after the words “five hundred,” insert “ and fifteen : 
-dand 10 strike out the words ‘one thousand” and insert in lieu thereof gentieman does not as 
ndred and eighty-five.” yes not ask the 1 ro 
1 amendments were agreed to; and the joint resolution, as 
Jed. was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and i i ( ACC ng 
nr enerossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. ie petition is as lolows: 
Me HAYES moved to reconsider the vote by w hich the joint reso i he S t i of Re] ’ ‘ 
ton was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider b: United States 
1 on the table. : Citizens of the United States respectially bus 7 
‘ ; : — acreed t 1008 t on a th i ion by your honorab rod 
[he latter motion was agreed Co. n the f aws or other which shall have the effeet to abridg 
ASSISTANT TO JOURNAL CLERK treedc Lof speech and the inviolability of the mai 
» ‘ a } ‘ 2. Your petition that the postal laws of the United States ma 
Mr. HENRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to Make a privliezeu report | vised and limited postal purposes and brought clear] it n 
from the Committee on Accounts, [he committee report tavorapiy stitution, a a t L npts to establish a censorship and espik e the 
non the following resolution referred to them. mals, 0 { upon tho sentiments and meaning of the matter n l , 
ipon U - tines ar uprisonment heretofore impose 
The Clerk read as follows: aes imen ‘ 
rT ! ed. That the Clerk be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ tor the re spectfully represent that their motive in signing this p 
r of the session one additional clerk, who shall be paid out of the contin h nor adesire to further the evils against which those 
t fund of the House the compensation paid to committee « lerks l, and which your petitioners believe can otherwise 
gine aimee hee ous La tee , , ion that th laws on the part of the General G« 
Mr. DUNNELL. Where is this additional cler k to be employed : hemselves. that they have oon aaleminaiaeahuennd 
[The SPEAKER. At the desk, to assist the journal clerk, in cot 3 precedents they plainly fall within tl ing of President Madiso: 
ence of the lameness of his hand by reason of constant wi is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties re 
a ittakin eee nt jealousy to be the first duty of citizens, and one of the noblest « 
The report will be ee s of the late Revolution. The free men of America did not delay unt 
y Phe report is as follows : usurped power had strengthened lf by exercise and entangled the questio 
Committee on Accounts, to whom was referred a resolution authorizing th They saw all the conse l ‘Sin t principl! ‘ 
yment of one additional clerk in the office of the Clerk of the House for the the consequences by Genying the principle WOT re thi : too 
nder of the session, having carefully considered the same, respectfully repert | t? for cet 
the additional clerk here asked for is necessary on two grounds: First, an ir Lour petilioners therefore earnest 1 ose laws 6 i 
sing pressure of work in the Clerk’s office, always incident to the close of a | Or limited to strictly postal purposes . that the criminal or ¢ ) ot go 
ssion of Congress; second, the physical disability of the journal clerk by reason | CTNMent sought to be obtained by them sho ye attained 
what is known as pen-paralysis. The committee therefore unanimously re¢ or governmental administration 
mend the passage of the resolution And your petitioners will ever pra; 
The resolution was agreed to. PRIVATE BUSINESS ON THE CALENDAI 
Mr. HENRY moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolutior Mr. COFFROTH. I move that the House resolve itse to ¢ 
as agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
the table. The House divided; and there were—a: 9? noes 42 
[he latter motion was agreed to. So the motion was agreed to. 
LEAVE TO PRINT The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Who 
Me. HUBBELI la es Mr. § k ’ House on the Private Calendar, Mr. HUNTON in the chai 
sire, Mr. Speaker, to ask unanimous consent The CH roo ein ot 
, ‘one aioe ‘k inthe R <a ae ; tl waere 2 et =o The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
to prin aoe remar “4 in € a“ ORD upon om re enn gu- | for the purpose of considering the Private Calendar. The Clerk w 
ating Con 1 alec “© , > . ra ant an 7. 1ST. ’ . i = 
: pating the count of the electoral vote tor President and Vice-Pres! | report the first bill upon the Private Calendar. 
Th bjecti [See A lix. ] The Clerk read as follows : 
(ra wo va) ’ SA ey r ‘1 ry > . ~ aa ae , 1 
Here Was ho objection. (See Appendix. | A bill (H. R. No. 3784) to compensate Asa Weeks for his labor in perfecting 
@ , CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS. torpedoes and torpedo machinery and the art of torpedo warfare for the sole and 
c M WII ) \ ' ‘ : exclusive benetit of the United States and for other purposes 
} . Q( Y Mr. Sy 29 I- . IC + alra « rivilacan “- w+ eal eo a , m ‘“ 
| pei 0 Th = ee ! sar wee a ©: "No 98D Mr. MORSE. My colleague, [Mr. Harris of Massachusetts, 
om the Con 20 1 g, on use lI 2S n NO. o6% } - Ls i : : ; : 
a Se ae ee oe it resolution No. oY, | charge of this bill, not being here, I move that it be passed over, 
x referred to that committee. Mr. FINLEY I hone that the bill will 1 l ov f 
cee See : , P ar. NLEY. hope thi the bill wi passed over tor 
) ; The SPEAKER. The report will be read. nresent 
X T Y r pir ‘ ; + . tar r re) \ + } 7 } 7 > 
The CLerK. “Joint resolution (H.R. No. 362) to authorize the | * There was no object on and it was ordered according| 
k 2 as > “ 2 es 2 . “ vaS Tit wy} (100 alith ie Wa STOU i ALiveiy. 
¢ , printing of 100,000 copies of the special report of the Commissioner of The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the 1 aad ne | 
e Agriculture, relative to diseases of swine, and infections and conta- | Calendar ; aaa te pee ar 
- gious diseases incident to other domestic animals ;” with amendments. The Clerk read as follows 
Mr. WILSON. Let the report be read, which will indicate the A BER (EE. T. Wa: O06) relinauishine the lakh of the Thaited Meaies'* i 
amendments proposed by the committee. therein named. _ ae a > a ae a 
: lhe Clerk read as follows: MARK WALKER. 
v The 1] 1 antine aving a Sd ara ha y vir . aan wD ‘oy 1 1 
y ai 74 ae on Printing, having considered the accompanying joint resolu. Mr. O'NEILL. I wish toask a parliamentary question, Mr. Chair 
a ion t thorize the printing of an extra edition of the special report, No. 34, of man. The committee rose on last Fri lav week . hil ‘ea had ur 
it he ( ommissioner of Agriculture, haying considered the same, respectfully report |“: ~ nae rosé On 1ast Friday week, while we had under 
back to the House with the following amendments : consideration a bill for the reinstatement of Mark Walker in the 
is _ Ai Sain strike out the words ‘one hundred’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘fifty;’ | Army. Does not that bill keep its place upon the Calendar 
: é & strike ‘6 s ins in lie sreof ‘30.000: in li ie nm ’ - ae oa oe . ts ’ 
d the word aeniaie 60,000’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘30,000 ;’ in line 9 strike out The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the bill to which 
1 word ‘twenty-five’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘twelve;’ in lines 10 and 11 | the gentleman from Pe hetant a waleae: ankth: an cont Sant tim: Ties 
0 , tke out the words ‘fifteen thousand’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘ seventy-seven a ee a ee sors will come up in the House 
h indred . after the committee shall rise 
e a aeee ee te repens to reduce the number of copies ordered to be printed Mr. O'NEILL. The Chair is under a misapprehension. The com- 
he- Dar, and in the distribut avoid anv surnlusace i hea har Eg -aficar ae bs hil 11] * : . : 
f Congress, 1 distribution to avoid any surplusage in the hands of any officer | mittee rose while that bill was under consideration without having 
Pee cost of the publication of an edition of 100,000 copies will be about forty-two | ordered it to be presented to the House. I looked for that bill of 
0 : uifesoue of an edition of 50,000 copies the cost will be a little more than | course to be at the top of the Calendar to-day. 
Bena Tt BE 3 s ~rY ry *7 . ' 
The cme tfull ; on Mr. BROWNE. That biil I presumed was passed in Committee of 
an ymr sspectfully rec wna 1@ HNassace of the resolution wit! he | 43 . 4 °% 
l- ibove amendments, ene the passage of the resolution with the | the Whole, and has been reported to the House, and will not come up 
Amend the title, to read “50,000 copies” instead of ‘' 100,000 copies | until we go back into the House. 
4g The ; » Mr. O'NEILL. No, sir, thati »t the case; the gentleman i is- 
The amendments were agreed to. ee = dra Sasi age pee he pet pagel, songpanpmary feel p 
2 . aan Ade 4 i ‘ ‘ « , ‘ bcAVIVLL 
The joint resol , | take 1e committee rose while that bill was under consideratio1 
: me i esolution, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and | pefore it was reported to the Honse. I only wish that it had passed 
~*~ 28 ; . s . } : . at © a . i « < aSse 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was read the third time, 


and passed. the committee. The bill to which I refer is House bill No. 249 for the 
ry PRIVATE DC relief of Mark Walker. The committee rose while that bill was un- 
ATE LAND CLAIMS. der consideration, and of course under the rules I hold that the bill 


m4 SUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to take from | comes up first. 
Speaker's table Senate bill 818, to provide for ascertaining and | The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania is correct ; 
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the bill to which he refers was not concluded when the committee 
rose at its last session. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the provisions of law regulating appointments in the 
Army are hereby suspended for the purpose of this act, and only so far as they 
affect Mark Walker, ote first lieutenant Nineteenth United States Infantry, and 
the President can, if he so desire, in the exercise of his own discretion and judg- 
ment, nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint 
said Mark Walker, late first lieutenant Nineteenth United States Infantry, to the 
same grade and rank of first lieutenant held by him on May 13, 1878, and that the 
said Walker shall thereupon be placed upon the retired list of the Army, provided 
the same shall be recommended by the retiring board: Provided, That the accept- 
ance of the provisions of this act shall be a waiver of all rights, present and pros- 
pective, under the pension laws of the United States. 


Mr. ROBINSON, Let the report be read. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The report was read and will be found in the Con- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD, pages 642 and 649, 

Mr. SPARKS. I ask that the report be again reai. 

rhe report was again read. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

Here the committee informally rose, and Mr. BLACKBURN took the 

hair as Speaker pro tempore. ; 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate had passed, without amendment, bills of 
the House of the following titles: 

A bill (H.R. No. 7029) to provide for a deficiency in the appro- 
priation for interest on the 3.65 loan of the District of Columbia for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1821, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6025) to establish an assay office in the city of 
Saint Louis, Missouri. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed, with 
amendments in which the concurrence of the House was requested, 
bills of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. No. 6969) making appropriations for the naval service 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes ; and 

A bill (H. R. No, 4050) to divide the State of Louisiana into two 
judicial districts. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed bills 
and a joint resolution of the following titles, in which the concurrence 
f the House was requested : 

A bill (S. No, 2096) to authorize the construction and maintenance 
of a railway bridge across the Niagara River; 

A bill (S. No. 1905) changing the name of the First National Bank 
of West Meriden, in the county of New Haven and State of Connecti- 
ut; 

A bill (S. No. 1843) to authorize the Secretary of War to grant the 
use of certain lands at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, for the erection of 
a hotel; 

A bill (S. No, 159) to provide for the sale of certain portions of the 
Fort Leavenworth military reservation; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 143) authorizing the inspection and issue 
of an American register to the Egyptian steamship Dessoug. 

MARK WALKER. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying the bill aside to be 
reported favorably to the House. 

Mr. DIBRELL. When this bill was up for consideration on the last 
private bill day I moved to strike out the enacting clause. The report 
which has been read is an elaborate argument made by a claim agent 
in this city for the benefit of the claimant. No member of the com- 
mittee has ever written such a lengthy report on that claim. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I think that statement is a great reflection on the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DIBRELL. The main question is whether Congress will put 
this man on the retired list which was created for the benefit of offi- 
cers who have served for a long time in the Army of the United 
States or who have been disabled by wounds and disease contracted 
in the service ; whether they will take a man who has been cashiered 
and dismissed the service for drunkenness on duty and put him on 
the retired list. The act creating the retired list limits it to four hun- 
dred. I understand there are on it now three hundred and ninety- 
nine, and the addition of this man will make the four hundred. The 
retired list costs the tax-payers of the country $900,000. 

This man has been drawing a pension at the rate of $24 a month, 
and has been drawing that pension for some time. That is ample 
tor a man who was tried by a military commission for drunkenness 
on duty, pleaded guilty, was sentenced by that commission to be dis- 
charged from the service, and whose sentence of dismissal was con- 
firmed by the President. I think it would be a great outrage on 
soldiers placed on the retired list for meritorious service to have this 
man forced among them with equal rank, because he was dismissed 
from the service for having disgraced himself and the uniform he 
wore. I renew my motion. 

Mr. WHITE. Will the gentleman from Tennessee allow me to ask 
him a question ? 

Mr. DIBRELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WHITE. I was not present at the meeting of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, of which I am a member, when this bill was con- 
sidered. Did I correctly understand the gentleman from Tennessee, 
my colleague on the committee, to say that this officer was tried by 
a military commission—regularly tried ? 


Mr. DIBRELL. Yes, sir. He wastried by aregular court-marti,) 
pleaded guilty to the charge of drunkenness on duty, and w = 
tenced to be dismissed by the court-martial. F 

Mr. WHITE. Dol correctly understand that he receivesa pens 
of $24 a month? r. 

Mr. DIBRELL. He does. 

Mr. WHITE. 
the service? 

Mr. DIBRELL. Idonot know. He does receive that pension, The 
report so states, ; 

Mr. WHITE. 
by special act? 

Mr. DIBRELL. I do not know. 

Mr. HAWLEY. He got it through, being a volunteer, independ. 
ently of the sentence of the court-martial. 

Mr. BROWNE. I regret exceedingly the Committee on Militar, 
Affairs seems to have forgotteen they have made a favorable report 
on this case. The bill seems to have been reported by the authority 
of the committee; and I have a somewhat distinct recollection that 
the committee authorized the report to be made. 

_ Mr. DIBRELL. My colleague will not say the report was unan- 
imous, I reckon. : 

Mr. BROWNE. It is sufficient, Mr. Chairman, that the committe 
authorized a favorable report. 

Now, what are the facts in this case? Mark Walker was for seven- 
teen years in the volunteer and regular service, an officer without 
reproach. He is not a drunkard; it is not so alleged ; it does not s 
appear In the proof. While in the regular line of duty he incurred 
disease. He is physically a wreck, and that is the result of his mili- 
tary service. There is no question that his disability was incurred in 
the line of his duty. Under the law he was as much entitled to go 
on the retired list of the Army as if he had been wounded in battle. 
Just at the time he had made his application to be retired, and had 
been denied because at the time there existed no vacancy, he was 
unfortunately in a single instance so far under the influence of intoxi- 
cating liquors that it was observable by those who witnessed his pres. 
ence on undress parade. 

The report of the Committee on Military Affairs shows his physica! 
condition at that time; it was one of great suffering. I do not say 
that we should mitigate the offense of using intoxicating liquors ; but 
I do say that if every officer of the Army of the United States should 
be dismissed by court-martial for an offense of this character we would 
not have enough commissions in the Army perhaps to take charge of 
a platoon. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Do I understand the gentleman to charge that 
all the officers of the Army get drunk? 

Mr. BROWNE. No, sir; I do not charge anything of thekind. Isa) 
that if men who may be found simply in the condition which the 
facts show Mark Walker to have been in on this occasion shall be 
dismissed the service, it would diminish very materially the num- 
ber of officers in the Army. 

As I have said, we have the case here in a nutshell; there should 
be no controversy about it. An officer who has performed faithful 
service for seventeen years, and who during the time of his servic 
incurred disabilities in the line of his duty which have made him a 
physical wreck, at a time when he was entitled to a place on the r 
tired list, is unfortunately found in that one single instance, against 
the whole current of his past life, in a state of partial inebriation 
A court-martial is convened for his trial, but he is in such conditio 
that for thirty days the court had to adjourn from day to day so that 
he might be in a condition to enable him to appear before it. Wher 
he did appear he pleaded guilty, and under the inexorable rule oi 
military law, without sympathy and without pity, he is dismissed 
the military service of the United States. 

Mr. BLAND. I would like to ask the gentleman—— 

Mr. BROWNE. Ina moment. 

Mr. BLAND. Merely a matter of information. 

Mr. BROWNE. Certainly, with pleasure. : 

Mr. BLAND. I desire to inquire of the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Browne] if there was so muchexcuse for his offense, because ot 
his condition requiring him to take intoxicating liquors for the ben- 
efit of his health, why was not that fact laid before the military tri- 
bunal? Why did he plead guilty? 

Mr. BROWNE. He plead guilty, for what reason I do not know 
But a man afflicted as he was, perhaps without the benefit of coun- 
sel, conscious of the fact that he was at the time under the influence 
of intoxicating liquor, might well plead guilty. I cannot see thatit 
is any worse for him to have gone into that tribunal and acknow!- 
edged the fact without putting the Government to the trouble o! 
proving it, than if he had delayed the court for days and days by 
controverting the charge and at the end been found guilty. b 

I suppose another reason why he plead guilty was that he enter- 
tained the hope that, under the circumstances, his long and gallant 
services would be taken into consideration—his record without 4 
blemish, a record of which any officer of the Government might - 
proud. He might have hoped that, having regard to all that, vo 
authorities would mitigate the punishment and that he would not be 
dismissed the service of the United States. ; 

I regret that officers of the Army and men oct of the Army are 12 
the habit of using intoxicating liquors. I wot ld, if it were possible, 


a8 Sen. 


iO} 


How did he receive a pension after dismissal from 


Was the pension bestowed under the general lay 0; 











. every officer ef the Republic was qualified by reason of his daily 
a aaa conversation to be the superintendent of a Sabbath school 
she president of the Young Men’s Christian Association. But that 
‘+o, and I do not think that it is indispensable to efficiency in 
rary life that it should be so. 
We select men for this business of throat-cutting and brain-bespat- 
sist this general business of death-dealing, because of their cour- 
because of their ability to command, because they are fitted for 
+ particular service. They are selected, I say, for these reasons. 
hend it ougbt not to be regarded as an insuperable objec- 
n going out of active service and upon the retired list of 
hat in a single instance and upon one occasion he has 








ntoxicated. 
; hope the Congress of the United States will not set this prece- 
wt that they will not permit the ignominy and obloquy of a dis- 
jgsal {rom the service of the United States to attach to the record 
» officer who has had so long a gallant and distinguished career. 
I hope the Congress of the United States will not permit that 
cord to remain upon this gallant soldier simply because he was 
itv of this one mistake, or, if you please, of this single crime against 
e military law. 
“Some of my colleagues on the Committee on Military Affairs seem 
10 be opposed to this restoration. I suppose that if this ofticer had 
mply betrayed his trust as a commanding general, if he had been 
nder some grave suspicion of having betrayed his country to the 
enemy, of having failed in the presence of the enemy to execute some 
mportant order upon which the result of a great battle hinged, and 
sad been found guilty of the offense charged, of that great crime, by 
4 properly constituted court-martial—I suppose this Congress would 
ha expected with alacrity to come forward to remove that record 
and restore that officer either to his position in the service or create 
‘ory him arank and put him upon the retired list, thereby making 


1 Say 












d him a pensioner of all the people. 

8 But Mark Walker was not a general; he was not a colonel. He 
. went into the service as a private, and rose by his merits: until he 
. became a major, or perhaps in the regular service a lieutenant. He 


wasat one time a citizen of my State—I believe he is a native of it ; 
and by his military career he has added luster to the history of a 


; State that has written on the battle-fields of the Republic a record 
t which challenges the admiration of the nation if not of the world. 

d I hope, Mr. Chairman, that this report of the Military Committee 
( will be sustained by the Committee of the Whole, and that we shall 
f recommend to the House the passage of this bill. 


Mr. SHALLENBERGER obtained the floor. 
Mr. STEPHENS addressed the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
‘eorgia [Mr. STEPHENS ] next. 
é Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I desire to offer an amendment to the 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will please send up his amend- 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER, (after a pause.) I believe I will withhold 
uy amendment for the present. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman retain the floor? 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. No, sir; I relinquish the floor. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Chairman, I do not know what amendment 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SHALLENBERGER] intends to 
submit; but I wish to say that Iam in favor of the passage of this 
ill. [know Mark Walker; and I know that what the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. BROWNE] has said of him is true. He is physically a 
wreck—a wreck not from intemperance, not from too free indulgence 
in intoxicating liquor, but from rheumatism. That rheumatism, as 
shown by the evidence before the Committee on Military Affairs, was 
ontracted in the service of the United States. There is no evidence 
that I have seen or heard of that Captain Walker was an habitual 
lrmnkard. 

Mr. RYAN, of Kansas. He was not. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I understand he was not. I know not how the 
lack Was; but there is in the evidence no such allegation. Now, the 
testimony is that upon the occasion in question Captain Walker, 
teeling an attack of rheumatism coming on, took a dose of morphine, 
and atter that took some intoxicating drink. All persons who know 

the effoet of morphine with an intoxicating draught after it, know 

ba the tendency is to unduly excite the brain temporarily. There 
‘ 's ho evidence that Captain Walker was ever in that condition be- 
, ‘ore or ever failed to discharge his duty faithfully. His physical 
t “uttering, his present wrecked condition, arose from exposure, to which 
- Le Was subjected in the discharge of his duty in the field. I wish to 
f ‘ay nothing further, except that in my judgment this man should be 
, /ut upon the retired list, as he ought to have been before he was 

alled out on that dress parade. 
Mr.0 NEILL. Mr. Chairman, in connection with the closing remark 
t ’' the gentleman from Georgia, [ Mr. STEPHENS, | I will make a state- 
nent. Long before this court-martial convened, Lieutenant Mark 


: Walk ° 
p "aiker, of the regular Army, formerly a major of volunteers, and 
“Oesequently breveted a captain in the regular Army for gallant 
, conduct, had applied to be put on the retired list. He had made his 
application through me, having become a citizen of my district where 
n »'s tiends resided. That application was refused, not because he was 
” “ot worthy to be placed upon the retired list, but, as General Town- 
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send, late Adjutant-General of the Army, states in his communication, 
because there were nearly four hundred applications in advance of 
his. At that time, in view of all the facts of this case, which were 
well known to me, in view of the whole history of the man, with 
whom } have been well acquainted since he came to reside in Phila- 
delphia within the boundaries of my district, I begged the Secretary of 
War and the Adjutant-General to grant an order placing him upon the 
retired list. The Secretary of War himself did not seem to be so much 
opposed to it, because subsequently, when the proceedings of this 
court-martial had been sent to the War Department, that oflicial 
hoped to tind that this circumstance of Captain Walker’s reeling at 
dress parade (which I believe, as the committee report, was the effect 
of a dose of morphine) had happened at least one day in advance ot 
the President’s order relative to drunkenness, so that he might have 
recommended to the President that the sentence be mitigated and 
that he be returned to his position. I state this of my own knowledge. 

I give Lieutenant Walker all credit for pleading guilty. The court 
had been convened and had adjourned; it had not done any business 
for thirty-four or thirty-five days, but had been adjourned from day 
to day through the kindness of members of the court, to suit the con- 
venience of Lieutenant Walker. Finding that his health was fail- 
ing, that he was not getting better, Lieutenant Walker, a sick man, 
scarcely able to walk to the room where the court was convened, 
came before it and pleaded guilty like a man. He did not even 
set up the excnse that the trouble was “malaria.” [Laughter.] He 
had not the opportunity to state to the court that the judge-advocate 
of the court and the principal witness ready to come before it were 
his juniors as lieutenants. 

Now I will say to my friend from Tennessee [Mr. D1sprELi] that 
I might just as well state that there was perhaps some interest on 
his part for these gentlemen who were juniors of Lieutenant Walker, 
as for the gentleman from Tennessee to say that some claim agent 
in Washington prepared this report. The report in this case was 
prepared by one of the members of this House who stands to-day 
the peer of the gentleman from Tennessee, and who is fit to draw a 
report upon any case submitted to him. 

Mr. DIBRELL. I of course meant no reflection upon the gentle- 
man who made the report in this case; but I know it is customary 
for these claim agents to bring in these long reports, for I have had 
them submitted to me; but I have never adopted one of them and 
never expect to do so. 

Mr. O’NEILL. I do not know what may be the custom of mem- 
bers of the Military Committee in the preparation of their reports; I 
know nothing about that. But, sir, this poor man, broken down in 
health, not able to be out of his bed to-day to watch the progress of 
his case, still suffering from this same fearful malady, acute rheu- 
matism—this poor man who happened to come under the order of the 
President of the United States by just three weeks, is discharged 
from the Army ; and when appeals are made to the President to rein- 
state him the application is not granted. 

Mr. Chairman, there is no member in this House less willing than 
I am to make excuses for men the habit of whose life is to get intox 
icated. There is no member who feels more deeply than I do that 
the great curse of the earth isrum and rum-drinking—a greater curse, 
indeed, than war or disease or the most fearful pestilence. I do not 
wish to stand here, therefore, to make defense for any man who is 
a habitual drunkard; but I do say to this House that from the be- 
ginning to the end of this case my friend from Tennessee [ Mr. Din- 
RELL] and my friend from Illinois, [Mr. SparKs,] the chairman of 
the Committe on Military Affairs, have opposed it step by step. 1 
do say that the whole of this case from the beginning to the end 
shows Mark Walker to have been a gallant soldier, and, as my friend 
from Indiana [Mr. BROWNE] has very well said in his remarks this 
morning, deserving kindness, worthy of clemency, if for no other 
reason than because of this dreadful disease brought upon him by 
the services which he rendered the country. Why, sir, if this court- 
martial had been held within the last year instead of within three 
weeks after the President’s order had been promulgated saying no 
clemency would be shown where there had been drunkenness, I feel 
that I am justified in stating in this case even the same clemency 
would have been shown by the President of the United States that 
has been shown by him to eleven ofticers in the Army, the records of 
whose trials and convictions on charges of drunkenness I hold in my 
hand. As in these cases, I believe the President of the United States, 
in his diseretion and good judgment and merciful feeling, would have 
mitigated the sentence of Mark Walker just as he has done these 
eleven other officers to whom I have referred. 

Mr. HOUSE. I wish to ask the gentleman a question for informa- 
tion. Does he yield for that purpose? 

Mr. O'NEILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOUSE. Was this officer charged with only a single act ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. Yes, sir, that is all; and charged by a junior lieu- 
tenant, who was the witness ready to go before the court. The judge- 
advocate also was a junior lieutenant. 

Now, sir, per contra, the president of that court-martial wrote a 
letter stating that clemency ought to be shown to Mark Walker, who 
having plead guilty to this single offense, occurring under the circum- 
stances already related, bad under the Army regulations to be sen- 
tenced to dismissal, and from the further fact that he was a true sol- 
dier with a most honorable record. 
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Mr. SPARKS. The accusation was drunkenness, and he plead 
guilty to that. I do not suppose there could be any specification that 
he was drunk all the time. 

Mr. O"NEILL. The specification was that he was drunk on undress 
parade, and that is all thespecitication there was. He was followed, 
I presume, at the time by this junior lieutenant, who was ready to 
appear before the court-n 
of this man during the whol 
of staggering. 

Mr. HOUSE. What I wish to know is whether this ofiicer is a 
habitual drunkard, whether he got repeatedly drank, or whether 
there is only one act of drunkenness charged against him? 


Mr. O'NEILL. Only one act is shown by this record, and no other 
1 





trtial and swear away the gallant record 


»warof the rebellion, for a single otiense 


allegation ismade. The president of the court-martial recommended | 


mercy and clemency, and the Judge-Advocate General of the Army, 
General Dunn, recently retired, also recommended clemency. The 
surgeons who saw this officer in his sickness for several years have 
certified because of acute rheumatism and some afiection of the heart, 
I think, he had undergone a treatment of morphine and stimulants, 
and yet, notwithstanding that fact, he always was ready to do duty 
every day, taking but a leave of absence of a few months only in 
the course of years of intense suffering. Surgeon Basil Norris, of the 
United States Army, said that he should not have been on duty for 
three or four years, but should have had leave of absence until he 
had recovered. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, after the i 
these eleven oflicers who have been restored to their positions in the 
Army, and in whose cases the sentences of courts-martial had been 
mitigated, all of them having been convicted of drunkenness upon 
various occasions—here are their records, and gentlemen can look at 
them, but I do not wish to read the names as I do not wish to bring 
before the country the recollection of the fact that these men were 
convicted of drunkenness and other charges too; but, sir, in view of 
the fact that these eleven officers were restored to their rank in the 
Army after short suspensions, I do not see how any man can refuse 
to vote in favor of this case. 

Mr. McCOOK. My friend from Pennsylvania will allow me. He 
has given his personal knowledge of this man, but he did not, how- 
ever, to the satisfaction of my mind at all events, answer fully the 
question propounded by the gentleman from Tennessee in reference 
to the specific charge for which this man was tried and convicted, 
that is, drunkenness on duty. A man may be an habitual drunkard 
and yet never found drunk on duty. Will the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania inform me for my personal information as to his personal 
knowledge of the habits of Mark Walker? 

Mr. O'NEILL. I reply contining myself tothe record. [ 

Mr. McCOOK. You spoke of your personal knowledge. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Yes; and I speak of that too. But in the first place 
I refer to the record before the House. 


mm} 


enness on duty. The specification is—let me read from the record. 





records which are here in the case of 


Laughter. } 


Charge—Drunkenness on duty, in violation of the thirty-eighth article of war. 
Specification: In that First Lieutenant Mark Walker, Nineteenth Infantry, 
veing on duty in command of his company at undress-parade at retreat at Fort 
Lyon, Colorado, on or about December 24, 1877, was found drunk 

To which charge and specification the accused, First Lieutenant Mark Walker, 
Nineteenth Infantry, pleaded * Guilty 








I never knew him to be a drunkard. I never knew him to be an 
habitual drinker except as he was advised by the surgeon to take 
stimulants, which we all know are prescribed at times for this dread- 
ful disease of acute rheumatism. Here he is to-day in the city of 
Washington lying in bed fearfully sick, where he has been for nearly 
two weeks, suffering in the same way, and, for all I know, using the 
same stimulants prescribed for him while he was in the Army. And 
yet, sir, eleven men have been restored. Ido not know but that 
every man who has been tried by a court-martial in the Army for 
drunkenness may have been reinstated. Now, we only ask under this 
bill to put this man on the retired list, or authorize the President, if 
he shall so desire, to recommend him to the Senate to be placed upon 
the retired list, and then if that is done he relinquishes, of course, his 
pension. Nothing more is asked than that. 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman, when the House was in Committee 
of the Whole and had this question before it on a preceding day, 
this case was quite fully discussed, and would have then been dis- 
posed of but for the desire of a majority that the committee should 
rise. I want to state now, as then, to this committee, that personally 
I know nothing of this man. Iknow nothing further of him than is 
presented to us by the record and proofs in this case. I think that 
every member of the committee will agyee with me that it will be 
well for the Army that all incompetent officers shall be got out of the 
service. No gentleman has taken higher ground upon that question 


me in this discussion in favor of this bill. A military man himself, 
and a good one, he has felt the great importance of clearing the Army 
of incompetent and worthless oflicers. A day or two ago a bill was 
ordered to be reported from that committee for the organization of a 
permanent board of well-selected Army oflicers with a view to ac- 
complish this very thing, which met the sanction and approval of 
that gentleman. Now, what are the facts in the case here presented 


to this committee as appearof record? Acourt-martial wasconvened | 
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| A conrt-martial is regularly organized ; they pass upon the facts au 
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Charge—Drunkenness on duty, in violation of the thirty 
Specitication: In that First Lieutenant Mark Walket nth 
being on duty in command of his company at undress-para retr 
Lyon, ¢ olorado, on or about December 24, 1577, was found drun] 
lo whic h charge and specification the ised, First Lieutenant Mark Ww 


Nineteenth Infantry, pleaded “ Guilt 
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aw si} ae aie 4 : 
Now, I will read the finding and sentence of the court. and 
yproval of the President of the same 
Finding.—The court, having n ) c 
accused, First Lieutenant Mark V N Infar 
Of the specification, ‘* Guilty 
Of the charge, ‘‘ Guilty. 
Sentence.—And th does t efi I T + > 
§ 7 . ‘ A A Ae idl 
Walker, Nineteenth Infantry, ‘*¢ l the service of the United Stat 
vg rr nr > Tat ) al } ; a. 
II. Che rec rd of the proce al court-martial in the foreg 
case of First Lieuter teenth Infantry, having been 
ed ti he Se mitt + C > a 
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ni Lots a wing are his orders thereon, namel 
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part of the military authorities to get rid 
the Army. } 


ft men who were disgraci! 





Here is a charge against this manof drunkenness on dut: 


take the admission of the accused to the truth of these facts. The 
find him guilty as charged in the specification. They sentence hin 
to dismissal from the Army and that sentence is approved by th 
President of the United States. These are the facts and the entir 

facts submitted to usby the record. Now, we are asked in the pas- 
sage of this bill to restore that man to the Army in the rank which h 

then held, and of which he was deprived by said court-martial, it 
order that he may go upon the retired list of that rank. I protest 
Mr. Chairman, in the name of the tax-payers of this country, agains 


| this; I protest in the name of the good officers in the Army, and f 


He was charged with drunk- | 


the efficiency of the service, that this shall not be done. This, sir, | 
do without a particle of prejudice against this man, and without any 
knowlege of the facts except what is set forth in the record, and 
admitted by him and his advocates to be true. 

I presume he has been a good soldier; I know nothing to the e« 
trary. But he has been dismissed from the service after a fair and 
regular trial and sentence of a court-martial on a grave charge for ; 
grave offense, and that dismissal after mature consideration has beer 
affirmed by the Executive. By virtue thereof he is now out, and] 
think he should remain there. Besides that, sir, (how I do not know, 


| he has been pensioned. The gentleman from Indiana and the gen- 


tleman from Pennsylvania speak of his disability. I presume that 
he is disabled from the fact that he made application to the Pensio: 
Burean for a pension and is now drawing a pension at the rate 
of $24 a month, and under the arrears act has received farther 

very considerable sum of money. All this he has received in con 
sideration of the wounds, injuries, and disability incurred by hin i 
service. Now, sir, I think, judging from the record and a fair con 
sideration of the character of the man, that he has been paid all that 
is due to him. But he wants Congress, and that is the object of this 
special bill, (for the law keeps him where he is,) to specifically desig. 


| nate him exceptionally as a proper person to go upon the retired list 


and get thereby four times the pension he is now drawing. In my 
judgment, sir, many a worthier man is going without any pension at 
all at this moment. 

Mr. O’NEILL. Then it is because their claims are shut up on th 
Private Calendar, and by the fact that we do not consider it every 
Friday and stick to it. ; 

Mr. SPARKS. Is the gentleman charging me with being a hinder- 
ance in that direction? : 

Mr. O'NEILL. No, sir; but Iam simply stating the reason wi 
they do not get their rights. 

Mr. SPARKS. If the gentleman does not allude to me, of course 
is not incumbent upon me to answer him. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I only wanted to get that on the record as a tac! 

Mr. SPARKS. All right. 

So far as the report now before us is concerned nothing whatever 
I apprehend, need to be said. The majority of the Committee ou 
Military Affairs reported favorably in the case. That is certain!) 
true or it would not be here thus reported. I do not remember the 
minute details of the case, but presume that must be the fact or! 


than the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BRowNE] who has preceded | would not now be before the Committee of the Whole. I do not knov 


who drew the report, nor is it material. It is here with whatever 
benefit the sanction of the majority of the committee can give ll. + 
was not and am not of that majority, but as a member of the minor 
ity, and believing that the case is not meritorious but absolute!s 


| unjust, oppose it. 


Mr. BROWNE. Will my colleague on the committee at that poin' 
allow me—— 


Mr. SPARKS. Certainly. 














jeag 


saont to get up the report. | 
Mr. DIBRELL. I did not say the committee employed a sates 





Mr. BROWNE. I disclaim any purpose of reflecting on the com- 


mittee. 


Mr. SPARKS. I did not understand the gentleman to doso. 
Mr. BROWNE. I simply said what I did in response to my col- 
soye from Tennessee, who said the committee had employed a claim 


| know it is customary for claim agents to get up reports. 


agent. 


“°\fr, SPARKS. I think the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BROWNE] 


mistook the statement of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Dis- 
oriL,) But in any case the report must have been submitted to the 
-ommittee and concurred in by the majority before it was presented 
+n the House. So there is nothing in the manner of getting up the 
mane tocavil about. This is the whole of the case in a nutshell. 
Are we going to take this man and put him back into the Army so 
that he can go on an overfilled retired list—a man who has violated 
‘ho rules and regulations of the Army, who has admitted his guilt, 
and who, by a regularly organized court-martial, has been sentenced 
+o dismissal, that sentence having been confirmed by the President, 
and who is now out of the service drawing a very considerable pen- 
sion ? Or, he being now out of the service, ought we not to say to 
him, remain there ? 

~ J regret that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Browne] should 
have gone outside of this record to bring in here another case now 
pending on the Calendar, and to lecture members of the committee 
who take different views from himself in regard to it. I desire to 
cay to the gentleman, however, that that case is by no means analo- 
vous to the one now before us. He alluded to the Porter case (if I 
correctly interpreted him) by saying “ that gentlemen have sanctioned 
the restoration of high officers who were found by court-martial 
ouilty of unfaithfulness and disobedience of orders when 2 great and 
decisive battle was impending,” &c. It is true that in that case ¢ 

court-martial did convict. But it is equally true that the accused 
did then, and has from that hour to this protested his innocence, in 
which he has been sustained very largely by the press and the best sen- 
timent of the country. And it is not unknown to the gentleman that 
in a subsequent examination of that case by three of the most eminent 
military men of this country and age, (Generals Schofield, Terry, and 
Getty.) after more than ten months’ patient consideration, they most 
fully and completely exonerated him from all the charges preferred 
against him, and in their report, instead of finding guilt, allege that— 

Porter’s faithful, snbordinate, and intelligent conduct that afternoon saved the 
Union Army from defeat, &c. 

And further, speaking of the disasters of the engagement, that— 

Whoever else may have been responsible, itdid not flow from any action or inac- 

n of his 

And still further, speaking of the court-martial findings: 

We believe not one among all the gallant soldiers on that bloody field was less 
deserving of such condemnation than he. 

But, sir, the Porter case is not now up for consideration, and has no 
relevancy. The case now before the committee is a plain one. It is 
simply a question of whether or not, through sympathy, we shall take 
this man Walker from where he has placed himself and put him to 
the detriment, as I think, of an efficient service,in the Army on the 
retired list, there to draw pay at the rate of 75 per cent. of the full 
rank of a position which he by his own misconduct disgraced and 
forfeited. 

Mr. BROWNE. Justa moment. I certainly did not intend directly 
to allude to any case pending before Congress or anywhere. What I 
meant to say was that we day after day have been considering the 
applications of men who were in high commission in the Army, put- 
ting them upon the retired list in ranks above the ranks held by them; 
doing that after they had retired from the service by resignation. We 
have, in other words, been in haste to compliment men who held dis- 
tinguished positions and high rank inthe Army. I protest that while 
we have been doing this in behalf of colonels, brigadiers, and major- 
generals, we ought to do something for men in a more humble rank 
who, perhaps, did not perform service so conspicuous, but who to the 
extent of their power and authority performed their duties equally 
well. Isay let us now do something for a meritorious lieutenant, after 
we have done so much for colonels, brigadiers, and major-generals. 

Mr. DIBRELL, Will the gentleman answer me one question ? 

Mr. BROWNE. I shall endeavor to do so. 

_ Mr, DIBRELL. Among the cases you refer to of colonels, briga- 
(ers, and major-generals placed upon the retired list, is there one who 
pleaded guilty to charges which led to his dismissal from the Army ? 

Mr. BROWNE. They have gone voluntarily out of the service to 
—. more remunerative employmentin some cases. In other cases 
a gone out of the service voluntarily on resignation, and are 
<a ron — ice atall. We have reported (I do not say the gentle- 
then Send, € oo has concurred in that action) in favor of putting 

Mr DIBRELE e Army again by putting them on the retired list. 
1 deeeheen But you will never find my vote in the committee 

Mr BROWnG ne in favor of one of them. - 
eumsianetne ae I will not say the gentleman from Tennessee has 

Mr LE rea nom I acquit him of that. 

ies tee This case was fully discussed in the committee. 

© was a fair majority in favor of reporting this bill. I will say, 


IN justice : . , ; : 
Justice to the minority, they opposed this case in the committee. 
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I directed the making up of this report, and I was favorable to the 
relief sought for by Mr. Walker. I directed the gentleman who made 
this report to set forth all the charges that were made against Mr. 
Walker, and then give his official record as found in the War Depart- 
ment. I will say also that I did not write the report, but I did sug- 
gest all the points in it as there made, and I am responsible for this 
report as it stands. 

There is very littie of the report except the official record, which 
was easily obtained from the War Department, and which I directed 
to be placed in the report. I also,in view of the fact that there was 
a strong opposition to the case in the committee, had all the charges 
against Mr. Walker set out in the report. I think from my stand- 
point it is a fair one to both sides of the question. As for writing it 
in detail I did not, but I suggested all the points and examined the 
report after it was written, and indorsed it as my report, and so did 
the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is upon the motion of the gentle 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. DIBRELL, } to strike cut the enacting clause 
of this bill. The effect of that motion, if agreed to, will be that this 
bill will be reported to the House with an unfavorable recommenda 
tion. 

Mr. PHILIPS. I would like to ask the gentleman who made this 
report a single question, so that I may be able to vote intelligently. 
As I understand it, this officer admitted the correctness of certain 
charges which were made against him, and the court-martial upon 
that admission found him guilty. I desire to ask whether any new 
facts have since been developed which were not brought before that 
court-martial ? 

Mr. LE FEVRE. I will state to the gentleman—— 

Mr. PHILIPS. 1 want to know whether the committee heard and 
determined the case simply upon the record as made up by the court 
martial? 

Mr. LE FEVRE. They did to a certain extent. They had before 
them the letter of the president of the court-martial. 

Mr. PHILIPS. Did that letter develop any new facts which were 
not brought to the consideration of the court-martial ? 

Mr. LEFEVRE. You will find on page 5 of the report the letter 
of the president of the court-martial giving his opinion and impres- 
sions of the case. 

Mr. PHILIPS. Does that letter contain anything more then-the 
impressions of the president of the court-martial ? 

Mr. LEFEVRE. That is all. 

Mr. PHILIPS. It contains no new facts? 

Mr. LE FEVRE. None. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to ask gentlemen who have investigated this 
case if they have considered the question of the power of Congress to 
set aside the judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, and to 
grant relief by restoring this officer to his former place in the Army ? 
I remember that in the case of Fitz-John Porter, when it was under 
discussion in the Senate, a very able argument, as it appeared to my 
mind, was made by a Senator from Wisconsin, in which he took the 
ground that a court-martial was a court ordained and established 
by the Constitution, with competent jurisdiction to hear and deter 
mine such matters as arose in connection with officers of the Army, 
and that its judgment was conclusive and beyond the power of the 
Legislative Department of this Government to disturb. I am not 
satisfied that that position is not unanswerable. I think that before 
we are called upon to pass upon this question that matter ought at 
least to be deliberated upon by a committee of this House. That is 
one objection I have to acting upon this case now. 

There is another objection. The object of establishing courts-mar- 
tial in the Army is to enable the Army to preserve its discipline, and 
all officers of the Army know that discipline is an essential; that 
without it an army is a mob; its efliciency depends upon discipline. 
Now, if Congress is going to regard itself as a court of appeal to 
which all complaints may be brought from the judgment of courts 
of the Army, you will absolutely destroy the whole binding force of 
courts-martial in the Army, and thereby weaken if not destroy the 
discipline of the Army. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. MILLS. Certainly. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I do not look upon this bill as at all undoing 
the judgment of acourt. This House has no jurisdiction whatever 
over the decisions or judgments of courts of any kind. By the judg- 
ment of this court-martial, under the rules and articles of war and 
with the final approval of the President of the United States, this 
man was put out of the Army. We are asked only to restore him so 
far as to put him upon the retired list, not to put him back regularly 
into the Army. We do not undo the judgment of the court. Sup- 
pose that he was justly and properly dismissed the Army—— 

Mr. MILLS. Let me ask the gentleman this question ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLS. Can this man goon the retired list without the action 
of Congress with that judgment of the court-martial on record ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Without the action of Congress? No. 

Mr. MILLS. Then of course to that extent we go behind the judg- 
ment of the court-martial. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Nota bit. It is an appeal to this House which 
is within its competent authority and jurisdiction to grant. I was 
going to say that suppose this man was justly dismissed the Army 
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and for an offense which we can excuse but which the court-martial 
could not. This case presents views other than were submitted to that 
court-martial. This report discloses the fact, established by surgeons’ 
certificates again and again, that this man was diseased with rheu- 
matism ; and that at the very time he went on this undress parade he 
was suffering from an incipient violent attack of rheumatism. More- 
over, this report shows that this man had taken, under the prescrip- 
tion of a physician, morphine for the disease with which he was 
suffering. 

But I did not intend to go into any of the details of this case. I 
intended only to reply to the idea of the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. 
MILLS, ] that we could do nothing for the relief of this man because 
of the judgment of that court-martial. 

Mr. MILLS. AsI have said, I am not perfectly satisfied that we 
cannot give this man relief; but lam very strongly inclined to the 
opinion that Congress has no right to interfere with and disturb the 
decisions of courts-martial in the Army, any more than it has the 
right to disturb the decisions of the civil courts of the country. 

The Constitution of the United States has provided for courts-mar- 
tial, and the judgments of those courts cannot be executed until the 
President of the United States—and there is your court of appeal— 
anti! the President of the United States has passed upon them and 
approved them. He is the highest executive officer in theland. He 
is the commander-in-chief of the Army, and it is proper that an 
appeal from the judgments of the courts-martial should be carried 
to him. He is as much charged with the duty of preserving the dis- 
cipline and efficiency of the Army as he is with the duty of executing 
any law passed by Congress. 

Now if we should establish the rule that Congress has the right to 
hear these appeals ; that when a man has been tried according to the 
old English idea, confronted with the witnesses against him, provided 
with compulsory process to compel the attendance of his own wit- 
nesses, tried by his peers, his brother officers; when the whole case 
has been heard and judgment passed upon him; when he has appealed 
to the highest court to which he can go, to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, the commander-in-chief of the Army, and the President 
has aftirmed the judgment of the court below—if you establish the 
rule that you will nullify the whole judicial processes of the Army by 
which discipline can be enforced and efficiency among its officers 
maintained, you will destroy the whole efficiency and morale of the 
Army by making Congress one grand court of appeal to which every 
officer can come and call upon his friends in Congress to go behind 
and override and trample down the decisions of courts ordained by 
the Constitution for the purpose of preserving the discipline of the 
Army, and making it efiicient for the purpose for which it was estab- 
lished. 

Mr. KEIFER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a single word in order 
to explain the situation of this case. I think that the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. Mitts] has not studied this case, or he would not 
make here the point that he says was made by the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin in another notable case. There is no parallel 
between the two cases. In the case which was under discussion by 
the Senator from Wisconsin, there was a judgment of disqualification 
to hold oftice. In that case it was claimed (and I agree with the gen- 
tleman from Texas it was rightfully claimed) that Congress had no 
right to interfere with the execution of that judgment; that it could 
not be interfered with except through the pardoning power of the 
President. But here there is nodisqualification. This man was simply 
dismissed from the service, and to-day under the law he is as eligible 
to appointment to a position in the Army as any other man out of the 
Army. 

Mr. MILLS. The argument of the Senator from Wisconsin was not 
placed upon the ground that the gentleman states, but on the broad 
ground that there was a court ordained by the Constitution into whose 
judgments we could not inquire. 

Mr. KEIFER. I agree (and that is the exact effect of what I said) 
that we are not to inquire into their judgments; and in passing this 
bill we do not do so. The court-martial dismissed this man from the 
service, but did not disqualify him from holding oflice, military or 
civil, inthe future. He might have been reappointed, as others have 
been, the next day; and no law would have been violated. Hereitis 
proposed simply to remove by operation of law a rule of law which 
prohibits appointments in the Army above a certain rank from civil 
life. That is theeffect of this measure. Weare not setting aside any 
sentence ; we are simply setting aside for this particular case the law 
that now regulates the action of the President in the making of ap- 
pointments and promotions in the Army. In thus providing for the 
retirement of this officer we are doing what we can very properly do 
by law. [Cries of “ Vote!” “ Vote!” 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [ Mr. DIsRELL, ] to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. 

Mr. BURROWS. Is it in order to strike out the enacting clause 
in committee and thereby kill the bill? Should not the motion be 
simply to report the bill back to the House with the recommenda- 
tion that the enacting clause be struck out ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated that if the motion should pre- 
vail the effect would be to report the bill back to the House with an 
unfavorable recommendation. 

Mr. KEIFER. And if the motion should be agreed to the Commit- 
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tee of the Whole would rise at once for the 
bill to the House. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Dipre 
out the enacting clause of the bill, it was not agreed to 
ayes 26, noes 56, 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now, Shall this bill be laid 
to be reported favorably to the House ? 

Mr. VRIGH r. I would like to inquire of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Le Fevre,] who I believe has charge of this bill, whether 
before the court-martial this man was charged with having been jp. 
toxicated upon more than one occasion. " 

Mr. LEFEVRE. The charge applied only to this one ocx 
and this was when he was on dress parade. * 

Mr. WRIGHT. Well, Mr. Chairman, if we go upon the principle 
of discharging a man from the military service because on a solitary 
occasion he has happened to be intoxicated, the effect might be that 
we would have noArmy atall. [Laughter.} We have an illustrious 
example of a certain woman who had committed an offense, and who 
when her accusers had disappeared, was told to go and sin no more. 

Now, so far as the finding of this court-martial is concerned, I main. 
tain that this Congress is a bigger court than any court-martial that 
was ever appointed in the Army for the purpose of investigating a 
chargeagainst an individual. It may be true that in general the princi- 
ple stare decisis should apply to the judgment of courts-martial: but 
in extreme cases, where there ought to be a remedy, and where the 
ordinary course of law does not furnish a remedy, then I think there 
is occasion for Congress to interfere and exercise its power. If this 
court-martial did wrong, as it undoubtedly did in dismissing this man 
for a single offense, then I maintain that Congress is justified, accord- 
ing to the laws of justice, reason, and humanity, in reversing the de- 
cision that was improperly made. In view of this principle and of 
the fact that there has been but a single offense charged, I shall vote 
to pass this bill,and to that extent overrule the judgment of the 
court-martial. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. This officer was most unhappy, at least in the 
time of his court-martial. Others have been similarly tried, many 
others similarly sentenced, but few others have failed to escape the 
execution of such severe sentence, His case came before our gracious 
President in one of those fits of reform which have passed like spasms 
over the term of this administration—rarely lasting long, but severe 
while they lasted. When the President came to this capital with all 
the odor of Ohio sanctity about him, and all the virtuous ardor of the 
Sunday schooland temperance society around him, there was a change 
presaged in the atmosphere of official life. The people believed that 
the new occupant of the White House would atone for the somewhat 
questionable methods by which he reached the presidential chair by 
such wise and patriotic reforms as would purify the political life of 
the people and improve both the civil and military service. 

You will remember the civil service order, its grand promise and its 
weak performance; the professions with which it was put forth, the 
constant practice with which it was violated; beginning and end- 
ing with the appointment of all who had helped the Administration 
into place, either by participation in the election frauds of Florida 
and Louisiana or the scarcely more reputable defense of these meth- 
ods before the electoral commission. The life has been crushed out 
of a well-meant movement in our politics by the hypocrisy of its pro- 
fessed friends, and the echo of the trumpet blast of civil-service re- 
form with which the Administration heralded its advent comes back 
with mocking hilarity to laugh it out of office. 

But there was one branch of the public service where no reforms 
were needed ; where all that was desired was to maintain its ancient 
discipline and custom, in appointment, promotion, and discharge. 
The Army was beyond the reach of machine politics. But we were 
led to believe that even the morale of the Army was to be improved 
by these same beneficent influences. Temperance order No. 1 was 
also issued from the White House. The Army was warned that there- 
after any officer who should be found guilty of being drunk on duty, 
or drunk under any circumstances,should be peremptorily dismissed. 
It was the misfortune of the officer whose case is being considered 
that the proceedings of the court which tried him reached the Presi- 
dent immediately after this order was issued, and while he was filled 
with this virtuous and indignant ire against drunkenness. Hence this 
ofiicer, with so much to excuse, was peremptorily dismissed. But, Mr. 
Chairman, as in the case of the civil-service spasm, this zeal for mili- 
tary reform soon passed away. The severe precedent has been rarely 
followed. This was about the only victim. One of the New York 
papers published the other day two or three columns of court-mart ial 
cases, Where the sentence was mitigated or set aside. The oflicers 
have been similarly tried under similar charges, by similar courts- 
martial, and with much more aggravating circumstances; but as the 
proceedings did not reach Mr. Hayes while he was in the fever of re- 
form the offenders saved their commissions, as in many instances was 
right. But surely all these mitigations and interferences and pardons 
were infinitely more powerful in breaking down the discipline of the 
Army than the passage of this bill would be. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the discipline and morale of the Army have 
received worse blows than this. The rules of appointment and pro- 
motion have been settled fora long time in the military service of the 
United States. Advancement has been based on merit and length ot 
service. Officers have not been compelled to turn themselves into 
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nlace-hunters and to seek promotion by personal intrigue and political 
‘fluen The old soldierly way of relying upon the recommenda- 
ee of their superiors, on their service, and on their merit was well 
anted to secure zeal, intelligence, and devotion to duty. Surely if 
haa vils of the civil service could not be reformed, the better meth- 
ra of our military service might be maintained. But under the 
ia that have been adopted to fill vacancies in the Army all its old 
nstoms have been disregarded, the service filled with heart-burnings 
nd complaints of favoritism, and our modest soldiers turned into a 
de of applicants, seeking by personal and political means and un- 
soldic rlike methods the advancement which is not assured to them in 
nv othe r way. - ? 
look, Mr. Chairman, at the recent staff appointments. Over- 
aded and enumbersome as the staff is, with many oilicers retained 
wore as a reward for past than a need of future services, one would 
‘hink that all vacancies should be tilled from two classes of men. 
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neh midwinter marches as were recently made against the Sioux, 
‘rough deep snows and cold 40° below zero, or equally hard marches 
oe r the burning suns of summer, might well look forward to pro- 


motion to these pleasant and profitable staff appointments as a re- 
ward for their services in behalf of the flag. It had grown to be the 
noliey of the Government to make such appointments; and when 
‘he Administration did go outside of the Army it was to reward some 
nt and meritorious volunteer soldier who had served through 
war without even the reward of a regular commission when it 
insed, Of such are hundreds of young men who learned the profes- 
sion of arms only to lay it down ; who have high business capacities 
and who are in every way worthy and deserving of these staff ap- 
ntments when their tastes lead them to seek for them. 
But recently, Mr. Chairman, we have seen civilians, the sons of 
noliticians, the sons of personal friends, without any claim upon the 
Government, having never done anything in the service or for the 
Government, advanced over the heads of these meritorious officers, 
adyanced over the heads of men who had made splendid records in 
the war, and appointed to these life positions which captains and 
lieutenants of twenty years’ standing covet with longing hearts. 
You have recently seen orders retiring certain officers of the Army. 
Were those retirements made from the oldest and most enfeebled 
ficers, as the very law and principle of retirement contemplates? 
Were they made with due regard for all the rights of gallant men 
whose records are the glory of their country? Or were they made 
with a view to finding places for the rewards of favorites? It would 
asa high officer of the Army said to me, as if the President 
uld promise places to his friends, and then look over the Army 
legister to see Who he could retire in order to make the desired va- 
mey—as purely personal in making a place as he was in filling it. 
In order to make a vacancy among the brigadier-generals, one would 
ink that General McDowell would have been selected for retire- 
ut. Ihave great respect for General McDowell, but the history of 
.e country shows that he went into the war with greater advantages 
in any other officer and came out of it with less glory. In the very 
eginning of the struggle he was advanced to the front rank of com- 
mand and intrusted with the most important enterprises. He was 
given greater opportunities than any other man, and yet, whether it 
was his fault or his misfortune, he was dropped by the wayside; and 
the close of the war found him without a command in the field. On 
the other hand, here was that tough, wiry, and grizzled old soldier, 
Ord, an officer who from the time he went into the Army had always 
een called on to perform the hardest service, and who had always 
performed it with success; who had no soft places around the head- 
(uarters of commanding generals or carpet service around the capital ; 
who had made a most glorious record in the war; who in the final 
battles with the army of Virginia had marched his corps sixty miles 
on one forced march and stopped the retreat of Lee and compelled 
the surrender at Appomattox ; whose claims for the highest positions 
were discussed at the close of the war; who then went to the western 
.ains and was succesoful there, and was then sent to the Mexican 
‘rontier, You will remember the complications that threatened us 
with Mexico, and the outrages that were being committed on that 
vorder when he took command. The whole country was alarmed. 
but the wise and brave soldier honorably and successfully settled all 
these troubles, and his reward was his peremptory retirement, while 
General McDowell, his senior, was continued in active service with 
the rank of major-general. Ord was retired as brigadier, and would so 
iave remained had not this Congress, by an act that will be a greater 
‘onor to Ord than would his regular promotion, given him the grade 
which he had so gallantly earned. 
In the law corps of the Army, the Bureau of Military Justice, the 
‘ehior oflicer has been retired, and one of the junior members jumped 


to the very front for personal reasons to the great injustice of his 
seniors, 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe in the retirement of superannuated 
oiicers, especially chiefs of bureaus. The want of promotion causes 
great discontent in our service, but that stagnation should only be 
‘emoved by beginning at the head and permitting officers to go up in 
—_ grade and order in accordance with military usages, and I have 
“pain to repeat that if there has been any injury to the discipline of 
ie Army, it has not come from the acts of Congress, or the passage 


* bls like this under consideration, but from the violation of the 
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rules and usages of promotion and appointment by this administration 
in its expiring days. It is personal and political favoritism whieh 
has disheartened and is demoralizing the Army of the United States. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the ree- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I wish to give notice, Mr. Chairman, or rather I 
think that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. LE FEVRE] gave notice two 
weeks ago that he would ask when we get into the House that Sen- 
ate bill No. 2, which is now upon the Speaker’s table and covering 
this same case, should be substituted for this bill. 

Mr. DIBRELL. That requires unanimous consent, and I shall 
object. 

FORT CHARTRES ISLAND. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No 
936) relinquishing the right of the United States to Fort Chartres 
Island. 

The bill, which was read, provides that all the right, title, and in- 
terest of the United States in and to all that island or body of land 
situated in the Mississippi River opposite Fort Chartres Island, which 
said Fort Chartres Island is designated in the Government surveys 
as United States survey No. 737, claim No. 2107, in Randolph County, 
Illinois, and said island or body of land hereby conveyed is commonly 
known as “ Bruce’s Island,” and may be further designated as being 
opposite the mouth of the Establishment Creek and lands adjacent 
on the Missouri shore, in Sainte Genevieve County, Missouri, and be- 
tween said Establishment Creek’s mouth and the adjacent lands in 
Missouri and said Fort Chartres Island, or United States survey No. 
737, in Illinois, in the Mississippi River, shall be granted, relinquished, 
and conveyed by the United States in fee-simple and in full property 
to John R. Boas or his legal representatives; provided that nothing 
contained in the provisions of the act shall directly or indirectly com- 
prehend, include, extend to, grant, relinquish, or convey the whole 
or any part of any lot, tract, piece, or parcel of land which has here- 
tofore been granted by the United States. 

The report, which was read, is as follows: 


The Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 936) entitled “An act relinquishing the right of the United States to an island 
therein named,” having had the same under consideration, beg leave respectfully 
to report: 

The question of relinquishing said right was fully considered by the Committee 
on Private Land Claims in the Forty-fifth Congress, and a bill (H.R. No. 5439) 
relinquishing said right was reported unanimously by that committee at the third 
session thereof, but said bill was not reached upon the Calendar. The statements 
in the report accompanying said bill having been duly verified by your committee, 
with the letter of J. M. Armstrong, Acting Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, are set forth in the language of the former report, as follows : 

“The evidence shows that this island lies in the middle of the Mississippi River, 
fifty miles below the city of Saint Louis, and is the product of gradual deposits by 
said river first forming a sand-bar, and thence increasing with every recurring 
flood for the past fifteen or twenty years. The river flows with equal volume and 
breadth on both sides. It is known as ‘ Bruce's Island,’ from a half-crazy man of 
that name who built a house upon the island, and died and was buried there some 
years ago. Other attempts have been made to inhabit it, but the overflows have 
prevented its permanent occupation. Now the Government is asked to pass this 
act in the interests of peace and good order, and as a guarantee to neighboring 
proprietors against intrusions from river pirates, outlaws, and nondescript vaga- 
bonds who may make it their retreat and the abode of vice. 

“It further appears that Mr. F. W. Brickey, who owns the entire Illinois: shore 
opposite, where he has done business for the last thirty-five years, desires the passage 
ot this act for the reasons stated, and has quitclaimed to Mr. John R. Boas, the 
grantee named in this bill, all right, title, or interest which he may have 

‘* Although Mr. Boas, it appears, owns a large part of the land opposite this island 
on the Missouri shore, and the party contiguous to him makes no claim, he would 
not have the proper standing in court to assert his rights against any intruder whe 
claimed by virtue of possession, without such relief as the act herein contemplated 
would convey. 

‘* While the grantee asks the Government to relinquish all of its interest in this 
island to him, it is his opinion that it really has none. 

“In the case of Jones vs. Soulard, (24 Howard, United States Supreme Court Re 
ports, pages 63-65,) the Supreme Court of the United States thought it a general 
rule, too well settled as part of the American and English law of real property to 
reopen to discussion, where a grant of land mentions the water line in general 
terms as the boundary line, that it confers the proprietorship on the grantee to 
the middle thread of the stream and entitles him to the accretions; and that the 
size of the stream makes no difference where it is above tide-water; to hold that 
it did would be a dangerous tampering with riparian rights, involving litigation 
concerning the size of rivers, as matters of fact, rather than proceeding upon estab- 
lished principles of law. Yet the opinion prevails with some that the title issin the 
United States. In fact, parties have undertaken to pre-empt it, but have been 
driven off by high water. 

‘Some of our ablest legal minds are of the opinion that the island is a bastard ; 
that the United States having ceded all its proprietary rights to the States of LIli- 
nois and Missouri to the center of the Mississippi River, it has no tith to lands 
formed within their boundaries since that time; that the State of Illinois has no 
rights. The same is true of Missouri; her supreme court has asserted in the case of 
Adams vs. the City of Saint Louis (32 Mo. Reports, page 25) that the State of Mis- 
souri by virtue of its sovereignty does not acquire title to lands that have formed 
in the Mississippi River since the legal existence of the State, and that it is not an 
accretion or formation attached to the shore, and cannot be claimed by the adjoin- 
ing proprietors. The dilemmacan be obviated only by uniting all possible claims 
in one. Hence this bill. 

‘* The Commissioner of the General Land Office having reviewed this case in a com- 
munication to the chairman, dated January 10, 1879, attached hereto, concludes by 
saying that he “ perceives no objection tothe passage of this bill,” and the commit 
tee unanimously recommend the passage thereof.’ 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 10, BW. 
Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th im- 
stant, inclosing House bill No. 5439, providing for the relinquishment to John R. 
Boas of the right, title, and interest of the United States to an island in the Mis- 
sissippi River, opposite Fort Chartres Island, Illinois, and opposite the mouth of 
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if Establishment Creek and lands adjacent on the Missouri shore, the said island be- The bill was read, as follows: 
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1} ing commonly known as Bruce's Island. You also inclose a letter from M a Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 


dated Saint Louis, November 30, 1272, describing theisland and stating his reasons 
tor desiring to obtain control thereof, said letter being accompanied by a diagram 
showing the location of the island and by letters from Mr. F. W. Brickey, the owner 
of the lands on the Illinois shore opposite the island, showing that he has executed 
a guitclaim deed relinquishing his rights as riparian owner to Mr. Boas ; 
It appears upon examination that the said island is situated between township 
) north, 





America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be = 
hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury pot 
wise appropriated, to Mrs. Elizabeth P. Page, widow of the late Captain H , \ 
Page, the sum of $136.85, being the balance of pay due the said Hugh N > ch N 
captain in the United States Navy : : gh N. Paze 
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Provided, Said payment shall not be mad 
I 4 ; i vu om a Sie nade wntj} 
the said Elizabeth P. Page files with the Secretary of the Treasury copii: 8 of la 
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I move that the reading of the report }; 
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and as the bill pro- 


lirectly 


veyable under the regulations on account of being inarabl 


: : : snsed with. 
vides that nothing contained therein shall directly or in On 


i 5 south, range 10 west, third principal meridian, Illinois, and township De ee ae . C 2 7 

i / range & weat. fifth principal a vidians Missouri : bessaes of Siministestion, showing that she is the lawful representative of t 
ti ang bs 1 ips an, 11 url ; se ugh? are, } 

eH To your request for the opinion of this office upon the merits of the bill, I have 2 

it ie to state that inasmuch as the island has never been surveyed, and is not now sur Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
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ou we clude, grant, or relinquish any tract or parcel of land, in whole or in part, which Mr. W HITE and Mr, BREWER objected. 
tr iz has heretofore been granted by the United States, this office perceives no objection rhe report is as follows: 
4 ap Rs the passage of the bill ; ; j i } i 
f ca f - - — a - it nr lett are herewith rett j A t the date of the resignation of the said Captain Page, who was a caytai; 
haa 16 papers inclosed in your letter are herewith returne: the United States Navv. there was san ein of : ey sprees 
j 1A ip ee I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant nea states Navy, there was due him as such a small balance of $136.8: 
re ae ’ : ‘s J. M. ARMSTRONG rhe record of Captain Page in the Navy was a brilliant and honorable on 
i a) Aodtee Te ss entered the Navy in 1811, and during the memorable engagement on Lake 
; Sit on. T. M. Gums on the 10th day of September, 1813, he was attached as a midshipman to the squai 
SF ait Ohatrman Committee on Private Land Claim ron of Commodore I erry. He exhibited such coolness and intrepidity on the ocx 
ABT i fiensaph gs sion referred to that the Congress of the United States voted him a sword 
iit i ep recognition of his gallant and etticient services. 
¥ ¢ t 4 ow . . . . . 1 1 y » a. » . Tiregi if © . ; - : ‘ 
By if ‘The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- When the State of Virginia passed her ordinance of secession Captain Page te: 
+ hi Bie ; mendation that it. do naas dered his resignation as an officer in the Navy, which was accepted by the Sec) 
H] da n tha pass. tary. At that time there was due him a small balance of $136.85, which 
j : MRS. FANNY S. CONWAY. committee thinks should now be paid to his widow. 
: Se ae By the act of March, 1867, it became unlawful for the Treasurer of the U 
} "a" . : ? . } +1) > y t+. . av ‘oy : . . . 
| he next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. poner we ely to Captain Page — mene due him, as he had, by serving int 
| 583) for the relief of Mrs. Fanny 8. Conway, of Louisville, Ken- | Confederate navy, “ encouraged and sustained the late rebellion.” 
t 15 u r the relief « \ : Phat law provided that no such payment should be made until otherwise order 
: tuc ky a - Your committee are of the opinion that Congress should now “ otherwise order. 
: The bill was read, as follows: and allow the widow to receive the money fairly earned by her late husband wl 
a : ; : ‘ honorably and faithfully serving the Government. Théy therefore recommer 
> : fc.. That the Secretary of the “asul and is hereby, directe aa : snr hill or ie Sree Sane eet 
; Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, nd is hereby, « rected | the passage of the accompanying bill. 
5 to pay to Mrs. Fanny 8. Conway, widow of Dr. Ed. Conway, lost in the Grampus ” ecias 
; nv Ll s i oo Tneen t ‘rwise appropriated, the sum “WE *, Chair I j ] i i 
in 1843, out of any moneys In th rea ury not otherwis appropria the sum Mr. BREWER. Mr. Chairman, I desire that the minority report 
" ; of $700, being the amount due and unpaid her under act of Congress } ‘ 7 os o re 
; ) s be also read. 
Phe report is as follows: The CHAIRMAN. Without objection the minority report will be 
; That, having considered the same, they do recommend its passage read, 
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In presenting this report they submit to the House the letter of the Fourth Au- 
ditor of the Treasury, that the House may know why the sum of money now sought 
by Mrs. Conway was withheld from her. It appearsthat the husband of Mrs, Con- 
way, Dr. Ed. Conway, was an assistant surgeon in the United States Navy; that 
while on duty as such officer on board the United States vessel Grampus, said ves- 
sel with all on board was lost. It further appears that Congress in 1454 passed an 
act giving to the widows or heirs at law of such persons lost on board said vessel 

twelve months’ pay, in addition to the pay due to the said deceased at the date 
of the loss of the vessel.” 

Now, the accounting officers of the Treasury claim that inasmuch as the officer 
in question had given an order on his pay, known as an allotment order, for the 
benefit of his family and for their support during his absence at sea, and under 
which order 8270 had been paid by the Treasury, they had a right to deduct this 
amount from the twelve months’ pay granted by Congress, and did so. 

Your committee do not agree to this construction of the act of 1854. To them 
it is apparent that Congress did not contemplate a settlement of accounts with the 
lost, but meant a gratuity or compensation to the living, in consideration of their 
loss or deprivation. In the service of the Government their stay and support had 
been taken away from them, and, recognizing this, a just, liberal, and beneficent 
Government intended to make them some compensation, and that compensation 
was twelve months’ pay in addition to what was due the deceased, be that little or 
much; and so believing, your committee recommend the passage of the bill, which 
gives the widow the amount so deducted by the accounting officers of the Treasury. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, FOURTH AUDITOR’s OFFICI 
January 20, 1830. 
Sin: The papers in the case of Mrs. Fanny S. Conway, widow of Edwin H. Con- 
way, deceased, late assistant surgeon of the United States ship Grampus, trans- 
mitted with your letter of the leth instant, are herewith respectfully returned. 

In reply to your inquiry, I have the honor to state that Assistant Surgeon Con- 
way, before sailing in the Grampus, granted an allotment in favor of a James T. 
Harrison, and upon that allotment the sum of $270 was paid in excess of the amount 
charged against hispay. It appears thatin the settlement of Mrs. Conway's claim 
for the gratuity of twelve months’ pay authorized by the act of July 27, 1854, the 
overpayment on the allotment was deducted from the gratuity, in conformity with 
the uniform practice of the accounting officers in such cases 

An allotment of any portion of an officer's pay at that time was, by the express 
regulations of the Navy Department, restricted to his family, and it was accord- 
ingly assumed that in this instance the allotment, although registered in favor ef 
Mr. Harrison, was intended for the benefit of Mrs. Conway, and from the fact that 
she speaks in her letter to Hon. Mr. Willis of the allotment as left to her, itis 
highly probable that the accounting officers were correct in assuming that she re- 
ceived the $270; and if such were the fact it was properly deducted from the 
gratuity. 

It can readily be seen that the family of an officer who had granted an allotment 
upon which hundreds of dollars may have been received after his death, and be- 
fore his loss became known, would have a decided pecuniary advantage over the 
family of an officer lost by the same calamity who had given no allotment, if the 
overpayment already made by the Government should not be deducted. It is evi- 
dent that Congress intended the pay of the officer to be considered in connection 
with the gratuity for the grant of twelve months’ pay to the families of those lost 
in the Somers, (9. Stat. at Large, 332,) Washington, (10 Stat. at Large, 748,) and Gram- 
pus, (10 Stat. at Large, 799,) was ‘‘in addition to the pay due the said deceased "’ at 
the date of the loss of the vessel. . 

The above, as far as I can judge, appear to be the principal reasons why the ac- 
counting officers declined to allow Mrs. Conway's claim for the full amount of the 
gratuity. 

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant 
WM. B. MOORE, 
Acting Auditor. 
Hon. W. C. WiitTuorni 
"House of Representatives. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


MRS. ELIZABETH P. PAGE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1902) for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth P. Page. 


There was no objection. 

The minority report is as follows : 

Hugh N. Page, the husband of the claimant, was appointed a midshipman i: 
the Navy in 1811, and was promoted to a captaincy, and served faithfully until on 
the 10th day of April, 1861, when he wrote to the Navy Department, stating that 
as his native State, Virginia, had withdrawn trom the Union, he therefore tendere 
his resignation as a captain in the Navy. On the 14th of May, 1861, his resi 
tion was accepted. At the time of his resignation there was a balance due bhi 
$136.85, and the bill in question is presented by the widow of the late Captain Hug! 
N. Page, who is now deceased, to recover the balance due her said husband. I: 
these were all the facts to be considered, there could be no question but what t 
claim should be paid, and the same would undoubtedly have been paid at any tin 
upon presentation at the office of the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury ; 
are other important facts to be considered. Soon after Page's resignation 
entered the confederate service, and, without doubt, served thereafter the enemy 
of the United States in its efforts to destroy the Government as faithfully as he ha 
served his own country for many years before. Whether Captain Page died w! 
trying to destroy the Government of the United States, the minority of the « 
mittee is unable to state. In 1867 Congress passed the following act in the for: 
of a joint resolution, and the same stands as section 3480 of the Revised Statutes 

“Tt shall be unlawful for any officer to pay any account, claim, or demand against 
the United States which accrued or existed prior to the 13th day of April, 1551, in 
favor of any person who promoted, encouraged, or in any manner sustained the! 
rebellion, or in favor of any person who during such rebellion was not known to) 
opposed thereto, and distinctly in favor of its suppression, and no pardon heretoi 
granted, or hereafter to be granted, shall authorize the pepuene of such account 
claim, or demand, until this section is modified or repealed. But this section sha 
not be construed to prohibit the payment of claims founded upon contracts made | 
any of the Departments where such claims were assigned, or contracted to be 
signed, prior to the Ist day of April, 1861, tothe creditors of such contractors, loya 
citizens of loyal States, in payment of debts incurred prior to the 1st day of Man 
1861.” 

This act was passed, 
consideration in the 
just such claims as the one in question 
House by Mr. Delano, of Ohio, on December 20, 1866 ; 
immediately put upon its passage, and passed without opposition. It went to the 
Senate, and was referred to the Judiciary Committee, and soon reported back t 
the Senate by Hon. Lyman Trumbull, chairman of the committee, and it passe 
the Senate February 2, 1367, with slight amendments, but without opposition, 
even the calling of the yeas and nays. Congress, by this act, attempted to draw 
broad distinction in the payment of claims between those who had been loyal t 
the Government and those who had been disloyal, and the law-making power on 
enacted that which the people with nearly one voice demanded. Take the case } 
question. Captain Page for many years served his country, but he was well pal 
for his patriotism and service. A 











but there 








as we learn from the discussion which took place during 
nate, for the very purpose of preventing the payment 
The joint resolution was presented int 
and, by unanimous consent 





He had been promoted from time to time unt ! 
became a captain, which at that time was the highest rank known in the nave 
service; but in an evil moment he withdrew his allegiance from his Governme! 
and struck down the flag of his country with the sword which his country had pr 
sented to him. “ ie ie ae 

The enactment of said law was to punish aclass of men of which Captain Page was 
one. If the law was wrong when enacted it is wrong now and should be repealed 
but if it was right when enacted, then it is no less right now and should be mau 
tained. True, the claim inthis case is but for a small amount, but the prin 'p 
is asimportant as if the claim was for a million of dollars. The minority of © 
committee, believing the law was right when enacted and right now, is oppos i 
its repeal in whole or in part. If this bill should become a law it chang 8 
principles enacted in the law of 1367. Undoubtedly there are thousands of 8 
lar claims against the Government, held by those who left the military or Day 
service of the United States and went into rebellion, and there is no reason ) 
making the claim in question an exceptional case. 





If it is allowed and paid, the 
all other claims covered by the statute should be paid also and the statute itself re 
yealed. The effort to pass this bill, in the opinion of the minority of the omnes. 
is an attempt to doin parts that which the sentiment of the House and countr} 
will not permit to be done as a whole. Being opposed to the repeal of the a +s 
question, so we are opposed to the payment of any claim the payment * shew 
was = by the act itself. We therefore respectfully recommend that ™ 








bill do not pass. M. S. BREWER 
J. F, BRIGGS. 
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Mr. BREWER. Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to take any great | 
‘enoth of time in discussing the question involved in this case. It is | 
ee this, that the husband of the claimant in 1811 entered the | 
ree service of the United States. He served as a faithful officer 
vot 1361 when the State of Virginia withdrew her allegiance from 


he General Government. He sent in hisresignation setting forth those 
the Gener 


+e to the Secretary of the Navy. The resignation was accepted 
i fte r. After the resignation had been forwarded to the Secre- 
aed of the Navy he immediately entered the confederate service. 
tiaw long he served in the confederate navy I am unable to state. 
Whether he was killed in the service of the confederacy or not I 
‘m wholly unable to state. But we find that he died at some time 





rd and that the widow now comes to Congress and presents 
asking that the sum due him when he sent in his resignation 

+ha Secretary of the Navy shall be paid. There is no question be- 
» the majority and the minority of the committee, but what 
share was due to Captain Page at the time he resigned, the sum of 








in 1367 Congress sought to cut off and prevent the payment of all 
claims and passed an act which is set forth in the minority re- 


This act prohibited any department of the Government to pay 


- ccount, claim, or demand against the United States which ac- 
crued prior to the 13th day of April, 161,in favor of any person who 
romoted, encouraged, or in any manner sustained the rebellion or | 
nT ) during such rebellion was not known to be opposed thereto and 
distinctly in favor of itssuppression. It was introduced in the House 
and immediately put upon its passage without objection from any 


one. It went to the Senate and was referred to the Committee on 
he Judiciary, and was reported by the chairman thereof, Mr. Lyman 
frumbull, then a Senator and chairman of that committee. 





It was enacted for the very purpose of preventing the payment of 
ms suchas this; andin order to show that fact I desire to call the 
tion of the committee to the discussion of the measure which took 
in the Senate of the United States at the time it was pending 
efore that body. After the committee had made its report and rec- 
mmended at that time a slight change in the resolution as it passed 
the House by striking out of the bill the clause “ or in favor of any 
nerson who during such rebellion was not known to be opposed 
hereto and distinctly in favor of its suppression,” the chairman of 
he committee proposed to amend, and so stated to the Senate when 
he made his report, and in the discussion of that amendment Mr. 
lrmmbull uses this language: 
e resolution comes from the Honse, before the Government would be au- 
ed to pay, it must appear aflirmatively that the party asking the payment 
n loyal and true to the Union. a 

those words are stricken out then the Government is prohibited to pay to 
who took part in the rebellion. The question is, whether it must appear 
matively that the man was a loyal man before you can pay a claim which 
cinated against the Government of the United States before the rebellion. 
lhere are cases, as 1 am informed, where parties had claims against the Govern- 
nent of the United States before the rebellion for services, perhaps in the Army, 
ud subsequently joined the rebellion. The object of this resolution is to prevent 
vernment of the United States paying those parties and any of those claim 

a gh they may be pardoned now. 
Mr. Hendricks, also a member of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the Senate, uses this language. He was in favor of the amend- 
ment proposed by the committee that made the report. He goes on 


to sav: 





ol 








t isa little difficult to understand from the phraseology of this resolution what | 


will beits effect. I recollect to have asked the Senator from Illinois, the chairman 
of the committee, when the committee was investigating it, what was the purpose 
of As I understood from him, the main object was to prevent the payment of 
any claims to military men for services prior to the war when the claimants them- 
selves had gone into the rebellion. 


Hence we say that the very object in passing this act was to cut 
out just such claims as this bill contemplates; and we find that this 
statement, as contained in that act, was approved by the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, as well as all of its members, 
and was so stated upon the floor of the Senate at that time by Mr. 
Hendricks, then a Senator of the United States and a member of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it may be stated by the gentleman who made 
the report—the majority report—that the time has come for ordering 
otherwise. These claims were not to be paid “until otherwise or- 
dered,” and the gentleman sets forth in his report that the time has 
now come, in the judgment of the committee, when it should be 
otherwise ordered. 

I should like to know why it should be ordered now any more than | 
at the time the act was passed that these claims should be paid. [If | 
it was right that these claims should be paid, then it was wrong to 
enact the law. If it was right they should not be paid, then it is no 
less right now. 

Our friends who make this report may come and say this is but a 
small sum, $136.85. They may say that this lady who now presents 
this claim as the widow of Captain Page is poor and needy. They 
may seek to play upon the sympathies of this committee and of the 
House 80 as to secure the passage of this claim. I know how easy it 
'S to raise a sympathetic feeling in the minds and hearts of members 
of this House. We saw it illustrated here in the passage of a bill 
which but a little while ago was before the committee. And it is the 
fact that claimants come:here before the House and before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole and present but one side of the case, and appeal 
to the sympathies and hearts of the members for relief. 





Now, I say the widow of Captain Page could acquire no higher 
rights against the Government than those possessed by her late hus- 
band; and if it had been right to have paid this claim, then it shonld 
have been and would have been paid to Captain Page years ago, in- 
stead of its being claimed for the widow now. The same principles 
are involved upon this claim, and in this case, as would be involved 
if there was a million dollars concerned; no more and no less. 

We are establishing a precedent to-day, and if we pass this bill then 
we ought immediately to repeal the act by which the payment of this 
claim and those of others like it is prevented. If this claim is right, 
which is presented by Mrs. Page, then I say there are a thousand 
others who have equally meritorious claims, and they should be paid 
as well as this widow. Linsist we ought not to attempt to do here 
in part what we in my judgment in this Committee of the Whole, or 
in this House, will not do in whole, and what the country would not 
approve of our doing. 

I apprehend that if any gentleman should come in here and ask 


| that this law should be repealed which prevented the payment of any 


claims of those who went into rebellion against the Government, such 
& proposition would not receive the vote of one-third of the members 
of this committee. And yet we are asked to pay a claim which we 
are compelied, in order to pay, to repeal the act in question to the 
amount of this claim. 

Since I have been a member of this House there have been many 
petitions presented here asking that amnesty might be granted to 
those who were serving the country in the Army or Navy and with- 
drew from that service and went into rebellion against their Govern- 
ment. We have been asked to grant amnesty to these men, and it 
has always been done; and when the question has been raised, as it 


| frequently has been on this side of the House, that these parties were 


seeking to recover the amounts which might have been due to them 
at the time they withdrew their allegiance to the General Govern- 
ment we have been told by members upon this floor that they never 
would vote for any such bill. And now the question is presented 
fairly, squarely, and plainly before the committee. I wish that this 
night be made a precedent, such a one as will establish for all time 
to come whether this House desires to overthrow that act which was 
passed by the Congress of the United States in 167, and which was 
passed at that time through the lower House of Congress without an 
opposition vote, and which was passed by the Senate without the 
calling even of the yeas and nays upon the vote. The justice of the 
act at that time was recognized by all. Is it any more unjust now 
than it was in 1867? Lapprehend not. The Congress of the United 
States at that time sought to draw the broad distinction between the 
men who remained loyal to the Government and the men who became 
disloyal to the Government. Are we ready to-day to break down that 
distinction which was made by the passage of that act? If we are, 
then let us pass this bill. If we are not, then let us sustain the law 
that was enacted in 1867. 

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Chairman, I regret that the gentleman from 
Michighan [Mr. BREWER] seems disposed to make such strenuous 
opposition to this little bill. Whatisit? If I can get the attention 
of the committee for a moment, Iam sure that gentlemen on both 
sides of the Chamber will agree with the majority of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs that the bill ought to be favorably considered. 

And I want to say, Mr. Chairman, for the information of gentle- 
men on the other side of the House surrounding the gentleman from 
Michigan who has just spoken, that this is a unanimous report from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, with two exceptions. The bill was 


| very carefully considered in the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 


that committee, with two exceptions, have reported it back with a 
favorable recommendation. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Will the gentleman permit me one word ? 

Mr. GOODE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Does the gentleman mean to say that all the com- 
mittee were present, at the time this bill was considered, and voted on? 

Mr. GOODE. I think I am warranted in saying that if the mem- 
bers were not all present, every member of the committee, with two 
exceptions, advocated the passage of this bill. I wish the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. HARRIS] were here to-day. I wish the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. HARMER] were in hisseat. But I feel 
warranted in the declaration that, with the exception of two mem- 
bers, the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. BricGs] and the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. BREWER, ] this bill has met the favor- 
able consideration of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It appears from the report that Captain Hugh N. Page entered the 
United States Navy as a midshipman in 1811. He was present at the 
battle of Lake Erie under Commodore Perry, and exhibited such con- 
spicuous gallantry on that occasion that the Government voted him 
asword. He remained in the service of the United States until the 
breaking out of the civil war in 1861, when he tendered his resigna- 
tion for the reason stated by him, becanse his native State had adopted 
her ordinance of secession. 

Now just here let me say that the report of the committee is slightly 
inaccurate. I do not attach any blame to the gentleman from Mich- 
igan, [Mr. BREweR.] He was misled by the report of the majority 
of the committee. Since that report was submitted I have been in- 
formed that it was slightly inaccurate in this: it says that Captain 
Page entered the service of the Confederate States. That is a mis- 
take. He was too old aman to render any service, being seventy 
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years of age when the war broke out. All he did was to tender his 
resignation in proper form as an officer of the Navy of the United 
States; which resignation was accepted by the Government. 

I want to be frank with this committee; I want to do justice to all 
parties concerned. Therefore I say that I have no doubt if Captain 
Page had been of military age he would have entered the service of 
the Confederate States. He tendered his resignation in the Navy of 
the United States, but it is not true that he went into the confeder- 
ate service, because, as I have said, of his extreme old age, he being 
at least seventy years of age at the time of his resignation. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Did he state any grounds in his resignation ? 

Mr. GOODE. The only ground was that his native State of Vir- 
ginia having adopted an ordinance of secession, he tendered his res- 
ignation as an oflicer of the United States Navy; that was his only 
reason. 

It appears that at the time of that resignation, which was accepted 
by the Government of the United States, there was a small pittance 
of $136.85 standing to the credit of Hugh N. Page on the books of the 
Department. It is not disputed by gentlemen of the minority of the 
committee that this money was fairly and honorably earned by Cap- 
tain Page. It is not disputed by anybody that the Government 
owed it to him at the time of his resignation, and owed it for faith- 
ful services rendered during a long and brilliant career. He died 
with this little pittance standing to his credit. His widow now 
comes, as his legal representative, and asks the Government to pay 
to her, as the representative of her late husband, what was legally 
due to him at the time of his death. 

Gentlemen say it isa just claim; gentlemen say the amount is due; 
gentlemen say it has been fairly and honorably earned; but they are 
unwilling to pay it because of section 3480 of the Revised Statutes. 

Now I submit to this Committee of the Whole that it was never 
contemplated by the Government of the Uffited States to confiscate 
forever a claim like this. I apprehend the Government only intended 
to suspend for the time being the payment of suchclaims. Why? It 
was the period of reconstruction. The States had not yet been fully 
restored to the Union. Nobody knew then how many such claims 
might be preferred against the United States, and Congress in its 
wisdom, in 1867, thought that it would be good policy to suspend the 
payment of these claims until they should think proper to “order 
otherwise.” They never intended to confiscate them. The Govern- 
ment never undertook to confiscate the property of any man who 
went into the rebellion. 

Iclaim that this is as much a debt due to the estate of Captain 
Hugh N. Page as if he had held the bonds of the Government at the 
time he died. It was to his credit upon the books of the Department. 
He had earned it. He had rendered a quid pro quo, and it stood to 
his credit at the time of his resignation, and stands to his credit to- 
day on the books of the Treasury Department. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BREWER] says it shall not be 
paid. Why? Because section 3470 of the Revised Statutes provides 
that it cannot be paid until“ otherwise ordered,” until the section is 
modified or repealed. Was it ever designed by Congress to say that 
it should never be paid at all? Is not that practical confiscation ? 
At the request of friends around me I will read the section : 

It shall be unlawful for any officer to pay any account, claim, or demand against 
the United States which accrued or existed prior to the 13th day of April, 1561, in 
favorof any person who promoted, encouraged, or in any manner sustained the late 
rebellion, orin favor of any person who during such rebellion was not known to be 
opposed thereto, and distinctly in favor of its suppression, and no pardon heretofore 
granted, or hereafter to be granted, shall authorize the payment of such account, 
claim, or demand, until this section is modified or repealed. But this section shall 
not be construed to prohibit the payment of claims founded upon contracts made by 
any of the Departments where such claims were assigned or contracted to be as- 
signed prior to the Ist day of April, 1861, to the creditors of such contractors, loyal 
citizens of loyal States, in payment of debts incurred prior to the Ist day of March, 
1861 

Now, I submit that the statute and the debate referred to by the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. BREWER,] which occurred in the 
Senate in 1867, show that the whole purpose of the Government at 
that time was to suspend for the time being the payment of these 
claims until the States were fully restored to the Union and until these 
claims could properly be inquired into; in other words to suspend 
them temporarily until Congress in its wisdom should “order other- 
wise, 

My friend from Michigan and my colleague on the Committee on 
Naval Affairs [Mr. BREWER] says that it was the purpose of Con- 
gress to punish men who had gone into the rebellion. I beg him to 
remember that the Government has never undertaken to confiscate 
the property of any rebel. And I submit to him and this committee 
that if the design was to punish, it was never intended by the Gov- 
ernment to punish beyond the grave. Captain Page is dead, long 
since dead. If it was intended to punish him he has been punished 
by the withholding of the payment of his claim during his lifetime. 

Was it intended to apply the doctrine to his widow, or to his legal 
representatives? Was it intended to punish them on account of his 
supposed disloyalty ? What right had this Government to do any 
such thing? Can Congress pass a bill of attainder? Would it not 
be practically a bill of attainderif you should now say that, although 
this money was due to Captain Page at the time of his death for hon- 
orable and meritorious services to the Government, his widow and 
his estate should not have it because he wasarebel? I want to know 
whether such legislation is not to all intents and purposes a Dill of 


attainder; whether you are not undertaking to pursue Captain 
beyond the grave and taint his blood because of disloyalty ? 
that the effect? : 

I did not intend to say anything on this bill. I supposed that t¢] 
Committee of the Whole would vote on a little case like this withees 
discussion ; but I felt it proper to say this much, that members might 
understand exactly the point involved. ™ 

I repeat, here is a little sum of $136.85 due to the late Hugh N 
Page. It is admitted on all hands that the money is in the Treasury 


Page 
Is not 


to his credit ; it is admitted that he earned it fairly; it is admitted 
that his record in the service is honorable and brilliant. The Gov. 
ernment at one time voted him a sword. The fact is that when the 
war broke out he resigned, went home, and remained quietly there 
during the war, not being able to participate in the war on account 
of his extreme old age. His representative, his widow, comes now 
and asks that this money may be paid to her. There is nothing in 
the way but section 3480 of the Revised Statutes, which simply sus- 
pended the payment of this claim for the time being. I hold tha: 
this is as much a debt due from this Government to the estate of Hugh 
N. Page asif his widow held the bond of the Government. Gentlemey 
cannot escape from that proposition. This is a debt, an honest debt. 
due for services rendered; and my doctrine is that it is the part of 
wisdom and of policy for governments as well as individuals to pay 
their honest debts. I hope the Committee of the Whole will report 
the bill favorably. 

Mr.CONGER. Mr. Chairman, one after another of these old claims 
comes creeping into this House, stained all over with the record of 
their disloyalty. W hen they come they always have their advocates, 
The reasons given for passing this class of bills are always plausible 
If it is a claim on behalf of a college; it isan “old college” that has 
educated great men, and the passage of the bill is demanded, and 
demanded by the gentleman from Virginia in favor of education 
Year aiter year, day after day, William and Mary College is made the 
entering wedge; and gentlemen are rallied to the support of that bill 
by plausible arguments in favor of education, in favor of antiquity, 
in favor of “ the first educational institution on the continent.” No 
matter what the subject may be there are always plausible, eloquent 
sympathetic reasons given for the passage of the bill. Generally 
there is great force added to the bill because it isa “little” thing, 
I think I have observed—and if I am mistaken in this the gentleman 
can correct me—I think as a general rule my friend from Virginia 
gathers all his intellectual forces around a “little” thing. Because 
it is small, because it is weak, because it is feeble, he comes to its 
rescue with a chivalry worthy of himself. 

Now, what is this case? What does it present to you and to me 
and to this committee and to the American people? Sir, it is the 
history of an adopted son of this Republic placed in command above 
his fellows, commissioned to rule over other citizens in the Navy of 
the United States. As a gallant young man, on the broad waters 
of the lake which bounds my State, he won distinction with hundreds 
of other men. Was the country ungrateful for his services? Far 
back in that war of which Lake Erie was the scene, Congress rewarded 
the valor of this young man, presented him a sword; encouraged 
him from that time thenceforth and forever, while his hand had the 
power, to wield that splendid gift of his country given him in reward 
of allegiance, of fidelity, of valor—to wield it for the country which 
thus honored him, which thus glorified him, which thus told the world 
how the Republic would reward its faithful and devoted sons. Years 
passed on—a half century of honors, of promotion—unitil this man 
was elevated to the highest rank in the Navy which our laws recog- 
nize—honored, trusted, loved; and there came a time when in the 
madness of the hour, instigated by traitors, by rebels, that State otf 
Virginia tore down the banner of the Union and proclaimed to her 
sons that she set up an independent government for herself. Vir- 
ginia, not the most deserving by far, but the most honored of ail the 
States in the American Union, was the first to lay an unholy hand 
upon the banner of the Union and strike at its life. And this son 
ot Virginia, for fifty years the honored répresentative of that State 
inthe Navy of the United States, engaged then in upholding the tlag of 
his country, honored with the highest command which could be given 
to the son of any State, immediately upon hearing that the State to 
which he belonged had become dishonored—had become traitorous, 
had rebelled, had strnck down the flag, had withdrawn from the as- 
sociation which had honored the State, not which the State had hon- 
ored—resigns that high position, hands back to the Government wit! 
scorn and derision the honors conferred upon him, resigns his high 
commission, but carries off in his old trembling hand the sword which 
the nation had given him, carries it off to use it to strike the heart 
of the nation which gave it. [Laughter on the democratic sie. | 
Ah! those gentlemen laugh and sneer; perhaps they did the same. 
[Laughter on the republican side.] I do not envy the smile that 
gathers upon the faces of some gentlemen on the other side of the 
House —the smile of their derision at the picture I have drawn. 
It isa becoming exhibition of the contortions of which the human 
face is capable under adverse circumstances. [Laughter.] It treats 
well of the wisdom and power of that Creator who can make a iace 
subservient to the rule and will of the mind, which shall show a con- 
trary feeling to that which exists within the breast sometimes. 
[Laughter.] Now, sir, that is the picture of this man. a2 

The gentleman says he was too old to engage in the confederate 
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He was not too old to resign and leave the service of his 
antry. He was not too old to tell the officials of his Government 
Se * Jid resign because his State was treacherous, because it was 
Oe eilious and that he was hurrying to leave the service of his coun- 
nat b might fling himself, old as he was, trembling as he was, 
~ olezed as he was, with his remaining vital forces into the arms of 
Po reacherous and rebellious State, to aid it either by force of arms 
el counsel and advice and encouragement. 
“aa sir, it is reported to have been said by a distinguished general 
n the service of the United States that the South had robbed the 
adie and the grave to bring strength to their cause. Here was this 
naan vet in the grave. Here was this man who had gone to Vir- 
ey to aid Virginia in its treason. ‘The law said to all such men 
all officers of this Government, a law enacted and re-enacted: if 
vou will thus, in the day of your country’s emergency and danger, 
forsake your post of duty, there shall be no payment made to you for 
services either past or present. That law for twenty years almost 
has stood on the statute-book of the nation. That law for six years 
almost standing there has never been attacked by any man whose 
face now lights up with sneers at what I say. There is boldness 


service. 
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face . 
aes you, infinite boldness; but no man has had the courage to 
propose the repeal of that section. No man has dared to stand up 


hefore the American people and declare that law was improper or 
unnecessary or ought to be repealed. It remains to-day, sir, for the 
ventleman from Virginia d . Bao 
*'Mr.GOODE. If the gentleman will allow me, I think he is in error 

» that statement. It is my recollection that repeated efforts have 
heen made to repeal section 3480 of the Revised Statutes. Repeated 
efforts have been made in the other Chamber if they have not been 
made here, and there the question has been debated but postponed 
and defeated in various ways. 

Mr, CONGER. If there is such an effort, it is of record. I ask the 
ventieman for the record. I never heard of it in this Chamber. I 
never heard any allusion to or request for the repeal of this law in 
this Chamber except the remark of a gentleman from Kentucky made, 
as it is said, inadvertently that when the democracy gained the con- 
trol of this House, and the other end of the Capitol, and of the Pres- 
idency, there should be a repeal of all the reconstruction laws which, 
and which, &e. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentleman illustrate his usual fair- 
ness by refusing to garble and butcher a record that lesser lights of 
the republican party without credit to themselves have butchered 
before him ? 

Mr. CONGER. Does the gentleman deny the remark as far as I 
quoted it? 

“Mr. BLACKBURN. I deny 

Mr. CONGER, (interrupting.) Does the gentleman deny the re- 
mark as far as I have quoted it? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I do, and say the REcorD denies it for me. 

Mr.CONGER. Then I turn to the RECORD. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Then read the whole sentence. 

Mr.CONGER. Ah! as farasI quoted it. Isaid “repeal all of the 
reconstruction acts.” 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The word “reconstruction” is not in that 
speech. 

Mr. CONGER. Well, “ all war measures and which and which,” as 
the gentleman inserted in the RECORD. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. And which the gentleman is not fair enough 
to quote to the letter. 

Mr.CONGER. “All war measures,” “war legislation, which and 
which.” 

Mr. BLACKBURN. And the “ which and which” which I dare you 
to tell. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman may tell “ which and which,” some 
of which we have heard and the rest we saw in the Recorp. But 
that, Mr. Chairman, is not what I am commenting upon. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Does the gentleman say that this speech was 
not published as delivered ? 

Mr. CONGER. I have nothing to say about that. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman seems to be willing to say 
things by implication which he seems to lack the recklessness to utter 
by direct assertion. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman’s remarks are of record. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. And when they are referred to upon the floor 
of the House I would accept it as evidence of fairness if he who 
makes the reference would quote the record. 

Mr. CONGER. I simply say what I have stated. There are other 
remarks, too, which I have referred to repeatedly 

Mr. BLACKBURN. It does not suit your purpose to quote them. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not quote them. The gentleman may quote 
them at his leisure, es 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman from Michigan might improve 
Ns speeches on the average if he would reproduce that one of mine. 
(Laughter. } . 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman does not deny so much asI have 
(noted of the Recorp. He added to that whatever he chose. That 
Senough for me. That is enough for my purpose, and that is col- 
‘ateral to what I am saying. The gentleman is not figuring in this 
“Scussion, 1 would have him to understand. The gentleman from 

irginla was occupying my attention when he chose to interrupt. 
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Mr. BLACKBURN. If the gentleman from Michigan will allow 
me, in justice to himself and to me,I do enter a protest against his 
purpose of making a garbled quotation, or doing injustice to anybody, 
however obscure the individual. : 

Mr. CONGER. I will now read, as I understand, what the gentle- 
man has said. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentleman read a full sentence, and 
not a portion of one? 

Mr. CONGER. I will read two sentences; I will double o: the 
gentleman. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. What book does the gentleman read from ; the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD? 

Mr. CONGER. I read from a document you will not dispute. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. 1 ask that the gentleman read from the official 
record of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. I have stated that I will read the language of the 
gentleman, and he will not deny it. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Witl the gentleman answer the question? 
Does he read from the official record of this House, or from a repub- 
lican campaign book ? 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman can deny what I read if it misrep- 
resents his statement. 

For the first time in eighteen years past— 

1am quoting now what I understand was said by the ge 
from Kentucky. 

For the first time in eighteen years past the democracy are back in power in 
both branches of this Legislature, and she proposes to signalize her return to power 
she proposes to celebrate her recovery of her on lost heritage, by tearing off these 
degrading badges of servitude and destroying all the machinery of a corrupt and 
partisan legislation : 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I ask what document the gentleman is read 
Ing trom. 

Mr. CONGER. That is one sentence. 

We do not intend to stop until we have stricken the last vestige of your war 
measures from the statute-book. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Is that the end of a sentence l ask the gen- 
tleman to read a little farther. 

Mr. CONGER. Uptothat point I quoted, and then said: and which 
and which and which. [Laughter on the republican side. } 

Mr. BLACKBURN. What was the “ which” the gentleman refers 
to? I desire the gentleman from Michigan to answer either one of 
two questions: has he stopped at a semicolon or has he read to the 
end of the sentence? and has he read from the official records of this 
Congress? I dare the gentleman to read on. 

Mr.CONGER. Mr. Chairman, this daring matter may have some in- 
fluence and may be important among school-boys of a tender age, but 
not among gentlemen. [Laugbter on the republican side. ] 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I only dared the gentleman to do right. I 
thought it included tender judgment as well as tender age. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, sir, I will read again. I read that part of 
the sentence to which I have already referred, and then went on say- 
ing, “and which and which and which.” 

Mr. BLACKBURN. And I did most emphatically deny that that 
was the end of the sentence, and asked the gentleman to continue. 

Mr. CONGER. Cannot the gentleman contain himself until I finish. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Let me say to the gentleman from Michigan 
that I appreciate the fact that is well known to everybody in this 
House, that of all men he is the only one that never finishes. [Laugh- 
ter on the democratic side. ] 

Mr. CONGER. Now, I will read. I have finished the gentleman 
from Kentucky. [Laughter.] I am finishing him off. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, I doubt not the gentleman has probably tired 
of it by this time. 

Mr. CONGER. “ We do not intend to stop”—and I do not intend 
to stop either. [Laughter on the republican side.] ‘ We do not in- 
tend to stop until we have stricken the last vestige of your war meas- 
ures from the statute-books, which, like these, were born of the pas- 
sions incident to civil strife, and looked to the abridgement of the 
liberty of the citizen.” 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I say that now. I say it again. 

Mr. CONGER. And which and which, asI said before. [Laugh 
ter on the republican side.] But the gentleman himself wasso anxious 
that I should embody in my remarks something which he has said 
and have it go out in my speech that he has continued to interrupt 
me after I had already quoted him, and keeps me reading on and 
reading on. [ Laughter. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. 1 knew it would improve the gentleman’s 
speech. 

Mr. CONGER. Andthere, with his usual magnanimity, he says, I 
“never finish.” Now, I dismiss the gentleman from Kentucky, if he is 
willing. I was discoursing somewhat upon the comment of a more dis- 
tinguished gentleman, if I may be permitted to say so, or be allowed 
to pay that high compliment to my friend from Virginia. I allude 
to my friend from Virginia who critcises this report, a distinguished 
gentleman from a more distinguished State, as the honorable chair- 
man will permit me tosay in his presence. [{Laughter. ] 

I was saying, sir, if I can recollect so far back as the time when 
the gentleman from Kentucky came to my assistance, that a distin- 
guished general of the Union forces had declared that the confed- 
eracy—and I am very sure that without being personal I may say that 
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Shere are persons here who will remember what I now repeat, and know 
whether that remark is true or not; if so, Icall upon them to dispute 
or deny it—this gentleman has said that they were robbing the cradle 
and the grave to fill up theirarmies. And here is aliving man, though 
only seventy years of age, quite a young mancompared with some ven- 
erable gentlemen upon this floor whose actions point to great activity 
and greaterage. He wasintheservice. The report of the committee 
declares that he entered the confederate service, and I won’t deny that 
statement, but will criticise it, I must confess, with a great deal of 
reluctance lest it will be taken advantage of by the fiery gentlemen 
on the other side of me as attempting to discredit the report of the 
committee. Now, however, the gentleman from Virginia permits 
himself, after the report has been read, to stand up and say that the 
report is not true; that the report is false; that when it says this 
gentleman entered the confederate service it states what is not true. 
Who made that report? What gentleman of that committee is re- 
sponsible for imposing upon this committee and upon the country a 
false report that can be contradicted here with a breath? 

Mr. GOODE. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. CONGER, I yield. 

Mr. GOODE. Iam the author of that report, and I am 





responsible 


for it. 
Mr. CONGER. Here? [Laughter. ] 
Mr. GOODE. Wait a moment. I deem it due to candor and fair 


play to say to the House, that since the report was prepared and sub- 
mitted it came to my knowledge that in that particular it is inaccu- 
rate. The report stated that he entered the confederate service. I 
have learned since that he did not enter the confederate service. But 
in fairness and in candor I state at the same time my belief to be that 
he only was prevented from doing so by extreme old age. I do not 
want to mislead the committee, and I would not do injustice to the 
memory of the dead. Ithink Hugh N. Page, if alive, would not thank 
me for representing to the American Congress that he was not willing 
to go with his native State into a struggle like that. 

Mr. CONGER. Ah, sir, if a man has to apologize for not having 
entered the confederate service there are few on that side from the 
South but would escape the necessity, although my friend is not one 
of them. They do not need the apology of age or anything else that 
they did not enter the confederate service. 

But, sir, the report of the committee was read, the minority report 
was read, and comments were made upon the case; and it was not 
until the bill was opposed that my friend from Virginia saw fit to cor- 
rect the report of which he stated he was the author. That is not 
material. To this question it is immaterial whether this veteran of- 
ticer of our Navy entered the confederate service or not. He publicly 
declared to his native land and to the officers thereof that he resigned 
his commission and left the service because his State had become 
traitorous to the Government, and he wanted to go with his native 
State. What he did, how he worked, how he fought, how he labored, 
or what prevented itis immaterial. With me the point is that, bear- 
ing in his hand the sword presented to him by a nation for his gal- 
lant services, he went into the heart of treason, gave his influence to 
the cause of treachery, and bore his sword to attack his native land, 
to strike down its banners, to destroy its Government. 

Sir, the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. GOODE] has told this com- 
mittee that he would not do so much injustice to the memory of a 
once gallant officer of the United States as to say here before us that 
he would not have entered the confederate service if he had not been 
prevented by age and infirmity. I will do the justice to the boy that 
fought on the waters of Lake Erie. I will do the justice to one who 
bore our flag on all the oceans of the world and before all countries, 
an honored, loved, and respected man until he fell, in that fatal hour 
when the whole country was filled with political graves, and he fell 
into one of those graves to be dishonored forever. I will do him the 
justice to say that I believe if that man were alive now the recollec- 
tion of his associations with his beloved land, of the honors once con- 
ferred on him, of the flag which he bore, of the country he fought 
for, of the patriotism of which he had been so bright an example, of 
all the long years of his life up to that moment, would have prevented 
him from ever coming here and asking for the pitiful sum of $200, for 
the sake of which the salutary law enacted by one Congress, reaffirmed 
by another, untouched during all these twenty years, should be re- 
pealed in his behalf. No, sir, in his heart to the hour of his death 
there was the consciousness of his association with a great, and grand, 
and glorious, and growing republic ; and if it didnot hasten the hour 
of his death that he had in the fatal moment proved false and treach- 
erous to the flag he bore, to the nation which had honored him, I can 
at least conceive be went down to his grave surrounded by sad mem- 
ories of reproaches continually sounding in his ear until the death- 
knell shut off all perception of earthly things. 

No, sir, the American people do not wish that law repealed. If that 
side of the House desire for any purpose, and so inconsiderable a one 
as this, to be on record for the repeal of the law which no hand has 
dared to touch for twenty years, I invite them to the issue. Itseems 


to me as if the infinite variety of blunders of the democracy would 
insure their ruin without any effort from our side of the House; and 
I say let them put their votes on record, even in this case, which is an 
entering-wedge for thousands and hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to be taken out of the Treasury to pay up for the rebellion which is 


past. 


Mr. HOUSE. Itseems to me that this discussion has taken 
wide range and aside from the merits of the case now befo 
committee. To what the gentleman from Michigan has se 
say on this occasion in reference to the South and in reference to th; 
side of the House I care not to reply. It is not the first time that 
that gentleman has bawled himself hoarse in that case. It is 1. 
the first time the bloody shirt has been invoked by that gentleman 
to cover the cause of injustice. : -* — 

What is the case before this committee? It is the case of an awea 
widow asking—for what? For the pitiful sum of $136 which this 
Government owed to her dead husband—owed before there was a 
war of the rebellion—for services that he had rendered his country 
Nobody disputes that. She is the widow of a man who had retlected 
honor upon his country’s flag in the past. This claim is for services 
he then rendered. 

Does the Government owe him that money or not? Does anybody 
dispute that the Government owes it? Suppose, Mr. Chairman, that 
I owed you the sum of $130, and you and I weré afterward to haya 
a dispute or a falling out, and in orderto punish you I repudiated the 
debt and refused to payit. Between individuals such conduct won|) 
be infamous. Shall the Government place itself in that position — 
ward this old widow ? 

This Government has never attempted to confiscate this debt. I; 
it had been confiscated, confiscation could not have lasted beyond thy 
life of this officer ; his heirs would have been entitled to it: What. 
ever may have been his faults, or whatever in the estimation of gen. 
tlemen may have been his crimes, he has passed beyond the praise o 
the censure, the reward or the punishment of the House. 

His aged widow is now here asking for the payment of the sum of 
$130 which the Government owed her husband for services he had 
rendered, That is the question, This House can refuse to pay this 
claim. The claim is seized upon by the gentleman from Michigan 
[ Mr. CONGER] as an occasion for delivering to this side of the House 
a lecture, and to vent what seems to be his inexhaustible spleen 
against the South and the cause of the South upon this side of the 
House, which has southern Representatives. This claim is made the 
occasion of the long speech which he has delivered here—the claim of 
the old widow of an oflicer who reflected credit upon his country; 
the widow now coming here and asking the Government to pay the 
small debt that it owed to her dead husband. 

It does seem to me that there could not be a more meritorious claim 
presented to Congress than the claim of this old widow. I have 
nothing more to say about it. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I signed this minority report, and signed it for the 
purpose of bringing this question directly before this House. There 
is not any question as to the military history of this man. There is 
not any question as to what services he rendered the United States 
down to the time that Virginia seceded from the Union. There is no 
controversy about those facts. 

And I do not think there is any dispute about another fact, that the 
Government did owe him the sum stated in this report for services 
rendered prior to the time of his resignation. Now, why is it that 
that debt has not been paid? Because of the fact that you havea 
statute or the section of a statute which forbids the payment of this 
claim and alli claims of like character. 

Mr. BEALE. Just at this point let me inquire of the gentleman if 
the section to which he refers forbids the payment of such claims as 
this to the heirs of the party? Does it not contine its operation tothe 
parties themselves ? 

Mr. BRIGGS. The statute bas been read here a half dozen times 
to-day ; and it isembodied in this report, and the gentleman can con- 
strue it as well as myself. 

I say there stands the statute. hent ¢ 
this claim, why is this bill here? Why does not the party go direct]; 
to the proper authorities and collect the amount of the claim? | 
suppose the majority of the Committee on Naval Affairs believe that 
that section of the statute is a bar to the payment of this claim and 
of all claims of a similar character. ds - 

If that statute is wrong, then let gentlemen bring ina bill to repeal 
it, and not seek to fritter it away and destroy its effect and influence 
by piecemeal as they are doing in this case. When [ signed that 
report I desired to bring this question directly before this House. Is 
section 3480 of the Revised Statutes wrong? If wrong it should be 
repealed. If it is right its principles should be adhered to. 

It is said this is a small claim. It isasmall claim. It is said also 
that this widow woman is old and poor. I presume that may be s0. 
It is a case which appeals to the sympathy of every individual who 
understands its merits. But it is just one of those cases which are 
always selected as an initiative step; which are always selected ” 
the most suitable and proper for establishing precedents that may 
followed hereafter. I say to gentlemen, come up and act upon this 
measure like men. If that law is wrong, repeal it. If it is not 
wrong, then stand by it and refuse to pass this bill which would be 
a practical repeal of it. ce 

Mr. WILSON. Will the gentleman allow me to make one sugges 
tion? Pree 

Mr. BRIGGS. Certainly. x 

Mr. WILSON. Is this House bound by the provisions of that ne 
Is it not perfectly competent for this House to grant the relief as 
for? 
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If it is not a bar to the payment of 
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‘te. BRIGGS. That is what I say; that when you pass this bill 
ee eantically suspend the operation of that law. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


7 


rittee of the Whole rose informally, and Mr. HuTcHIns 

chair as Speaker pro te mpore. 

+ message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, informed 

H use that the Senate requested the return by the House of a bill 

i following title: 

H. R. No. 2120) to increase the pension to James H. Reeve. 
MRS. ELIZABETH P. PAGE, 

ttee of the Whole resumed its session, and proceeded 

he consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1902) for the relief of 
vabeth P. Page. , 

“COX addressed the committee. [See Appendix. } 

fe CHITTENDEN. Mr. Chairman, I am sincerely sorry that my 

acne should suspect me of any unpleasantness toward him. I 

one of his early and true friends, and he ought to know it. I be- 

n six years and a half I have not been tempted to utter a word 

s place indicating any sense 01 hate toward anyone. Inallthe 

, of debate, 1 am sure there cannot be found a syllable of 

nything I have ever said. And I certainly have not risen 

sto say anything of that sort. I am myself a widow’s 

] idow’s name seeking justice is never mentioned in my 
without touching the most sensitive part of my nature. If 

an act upon the statute-book of the United States which 

the payment of these $130 honestly due to the widow of a 

hful naval officer of the United States, it seems to me that 

+ should be repealed or modified. 

I know a little historic incident connected with the outbreak of 
rebellion which has some pertinency and a lesson for my friend 
m Michigan, (Mr. ConGer.}] I knew amerchantin New York who 
by the side of an old commercial correspondent as the wires were 
mt to tick that Virginia had seceded from the Union. The Vir- 
»n said, ‘‘ What shall I do if my State secedes?” The merchant 

“Tf you have purchased your goods, take themand dothe best you 
no man who knows you will refuse to deliver them even after 
ginia hasseceded.” Within half an hour the news came that Vir- 
ia hadseceded. The Virginian then said to the merchant, ‘‘ You of 
rse will nottrust me now.” The merchant said to him, “ You pur- 
sed the goods fairly on yesterday. I will send them and I will 
ke all the risks. Ihave known you for ten years and know that 

m will pay for them if you can; let the consequences be what they 

ay, every dollar of the merchandise shall go if you want it.” It did 











ve years after the war was over, or perhaps three, this merchant 
i Richmond, Virginia, Breeden by name, a thorough rebel who gave 
s all for the snecess of the confederate cause, returned to the mer- 
itin New Yerk and paid for the goods, every dollar, principal 
nd interest. 
v, it seems to me that if there be a widow asking for $130 hon- 
tly due her busband who was an officer of the United States Navy, 
\debt for services which preceded the rebellion—if this Congress 
fuses to pay the debt, they, in my judgment, do an act which 
ppeals to the manhood outside of Congress to see that another Con- 
hall tind a way to pay it with double interest. [Applause on 
democratic side. } 
Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I regret, sir, that upon a Dill of this 
nd the debate should have taken so wide a range as it has taken 
t Ihave been charmed by the beauties of my friend from 
(Mr. Cox.] But I regard this question as involving one 
ciple; and Iam not to be driven from the views I entertain 
a question of such a character by any glittering generalities, 
supported by poetry and all the beauties and flowers of rhetoric. 
1 remember well the history of a gentleman in the old army who 
arned for himself a reputation second to none as a great and brave 
tlicer as he led his forces through the snows and stood before the 
vals of Quebec. If his record were to be discussed here now, are we 
‘0 b¢ driven from the consideration of the fact as to where he ended 
y the brilliancy of his career in the outset? The same line of argu- 
uent that was taken by the gentleman from New York might equally 
well he applied to him. Arnold fought nobly, bravely, and well; but 
Arnold deserted the flag of his country in a trying hour of its need. 
‘t may be said that the beneficiary under this bill was the wife of 
‘hero of Lake Erie. Well and good. Far better for him had he died 
“staining the flag of his country in the glorious battle upon Lake 
“rié than to have died having in his latter years, when too old to do 
“tvice in the line of his duty, spat upon that flag by tendering the 
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‘*siguation of his commission in the hour of his country’s greatest 
eri. 


[Applause on the republican side. ] 
“ils 18 & question, Mr. Chairman, in my judgment, which is, as I 
“ave said, a question involving a principle. It isa bill which in- 
“ves, 1t is true, a very trifling amount. 
,_/ Was not the stamp tax that brought on the Revolution. It is 
4° principle involved and underlying this thing. Shall we wipe 
win legislation which prevents men once in the service of the 
eee and who abandoned their duties from coming back 
leader od ae upon the public Treasury, because, forsooth, the 
Us cements claimants is a lady, old and gray, whose husband, in 
youthfal days, did serve his country with honor and distinction ? 


This 
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If we do away with the principle here, where shall we end? If we 
pay this woman because she is old, if we pay her because she is 
needy, that is one thing. But if we pay her because she was the 
wife of an officer who resigned and under whose resignation there 
comes up this bill and penalty which deprived him of his pay, he hav- 
ing placed himself in the position of suffering the penalty, that is 
another thing. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Was there any such law in exist- 
enco at that time; any law that would deprive him of his pay ? 

Mr. BRAGG. There was this law, and it is recognized everywher: 
that he who deserts his country’s tlag in the hour of his country’s 
peril is entitled to no respect from that country afterward, except 
such as she gives him by a mere generosity and as a gratuity. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. If there was no such law, the 
there is a constitutional right. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I am not here to diseuss the Consti 
tution. If I were,I should say that the gentlemen who broke the 
Constitution and fled from it are not the men to hold it before m« 
and ask me to support it. [Applause on the republican side. } 

If this bill pass there is no man who was.in the American service 
whether civil, military, or naval, but will come back to the Treasury 
of the United States for something which may have been due him for 
some few days before he deserted his country. 

I am anxious, Mr. Chairman, as anxious as any man in this House, 
never to see again or hear of thesubject of the southern rebellion. It 
strikes me as deeply and keenly as any man upon the floor of this 
House, and I would fain wipe it out forever from sight and memory. 
But I say to my friends from the South, that when you want to end 
this controversy, when you want to close up these memories, it is no 
proper way to do if by bringing forward claims here and presenting 
them for consideration which keep alive those memories by constantly 
stirring up something that involves the disenssion of the rebellion 
and the troubles which have grown out of it. 

The difficulty lies precisely there. It isin vain toask the people of 
the North to close their eyes when their ears listen cont inually to the 
rapping at the Treasury door and asking for what is due, involving a 
discussion of all that preceded and all that took place during the war. 
I say, let the rebellion sleep where it does sleep; let the tree lie 
where it fell, and do not longer present before this House these irri- 
tating subjects for discussion. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ihave butafew wordstosay. Much that I would 
have said has been anticipated by the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
{Mr. BraGG,]to whom I personally tender my thanks for what he has 
uttered. 

If I were asked whether I were willing, in behalf of a venerable 
lady, the widow of a deeeased officer who had done service to the 
country in years gone by, to waive any technical point of law on her 
behalf, I should have little to say. If I were asked to remedy the as. 
perities and harshness of a general law by giving my little subscrip- 
tion to pay the sum claimed as due to this lady, I should have noth- 
ing to do except to make and pay my subscription. But when agen- 
tleman presents a bill of this description, and says to me, vehemently, 
that it is as good a debt as any represented by any Government bond, 
and when he says to me that nothing in the world has been done to 
forfeit any obligation this Government was under, he revives issues 
and revives sentiments that I desire as much as any man should be 
at rest. 

“Tone nothing to forfeit the obligations of the Government” to 
him? Educated from extreme youth to be a sailor, a defender, a pro- 
fessional defender in arms of the Republic, receiving its honors and 
its pay for half a century; an old man to be sure, but so much the 
greater the obligation, and then when the life of the Government 
was threatened, why his age is given as his only excuse for not being 
engaged in warfare against it. Why, sir, the records of the Depart- 
ment are full of tenders made by men of equal or possibly greater 
age, who scorned to be relieved by any technical right of exemption 
from the obligation to serve their country, and who came forward to 
offer it the feeble remnant of their days—to offer it their lives. But 
this man threw down his commission on the express ground that he 
must follow his State; that he was under no obligation to fight for 
the flag of his country; that on the contrary he was under an obli- 
gation to leave it to be trampled down by its enemies. 

Now Iam not going, on accountof this man’s devotion to the State- 
rights doctrine, to speak of him unkindly. My feeling toward him 
is not one of unkindness at all. I apprehend perfectly well how the 
younger and the older men too of the South were devoted to the doc- 
trine of State rights. I am a State-rights man to a very large ex- 
tent myself. Iam not speaking of him unkindly, but when a man 
says to me he has done nothing whatever to forfeit the obligation 
the Government was under to him, I am compelled to fall back on the 
abstract principles of the case and to say he had done everything to 
forfeit every right he had in the world. The law upon the statute- 
book gives the punishment of death to the rebel; and if you drive 
us to the letter of the law I am obliged to say that. I am the last 
man to revive the painful past; but that was and is the law. 

Do not tell me he had done nothing when he had done everything. 
If you come to us on the generous side, asking to waive the past, f 
will be found as ready to do so and to shake hands as any man in the 
land. I see before me men who were engaged in the rebellion. E 
believe I see before me—yes, I see before rie—men who laid down 
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their commissions to go into the rebellion. If you will let me alone, | BRAGG] comparing the men who were engaged in the confed 


The general law which says these debts shall not be paid isa good | 


Whether I might waive the enforcement of that law in any case | 
| depends upon the particular circumstances. But we will not waive | 
{ it if it be demanded as aright. Done nothing to forfeit! Why the | 
fourteenth amendment is the eternal judgment of the people of this | 
land that a man who went out, after giving his oath to support the 
Constitution, and aided and abetted the rebellion, forfeited every 


his section of whom that can be said. 
It is not the first time in the history of our English-speaking yy. 
ple that a war of words hasculminated in the wager of battle eon 
the time when our English-speaking ancestors on the banks of Raner. 
mede extorted from King John the great writ of personal libers.. 
from the time when the English Parliament made its declaration‘: 
rights and passed its bill of rights, down to that memorable period in 


. . . ° : = ° . : . eTate 
‘ I will say nothing unkind tothem. Iwill not doso in any emergency. | cause with Arnold, of black fame in the Revolution. I[¢ hist : 
Pia: ; Sut if you force us to the issue I must state the truth, however harsh teaches us aright, Arnold was a traitor to his country for a oo : 
y A | | it may seem. | consideration. I know of no man in the South who took sides { 
hg! 


law. 
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right he had to be again trusted in office. What does that amendment 
to the Constitution say? 

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United 
States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath as a member of 
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State Leg- 
islature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the ¢ onstitu- 
tion of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against 
the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof 

That is the judgment of the nation after the appeal to the highest 
arbitrament known among nations. Somebody was right and some- 
body was wrong in that war, and somebody won. 

That is the judgment of the people of this country as to who won 
in that war. Now, do not tell me that this man did nothing to for- 
feit anything, when he threw down his commission and willfully en- 
gaged in the rebellion. 
versy and go more than half way to meet you. 


as unforfeited rights what would otherwise be fraternally granted 


Mr. HAWLEY. He virtually committed the crime of treason. If 
he fell a hair’s breadth short of the crime, it was because he was phys- 
ically incapable of committing it. Andthe gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. GOODE] proudly boasts here to-day that this man would have 
committed active, overt treason in the tield but for his age and phys- 
ical disabilities. 

Mr. GOODE. 
that? 

Mr. HAWLEY. No,I will not follow him beyond the grave. Iwill 
go with you to his grave and build a monument over it forthe serv- 
ices which he before rendered his country. 

Mr. GOODE. We do not ask you to build a monument. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I recall what the woman said of Benedict Arnold 
who has been referred to here. She said that she would take the leg 
which he lost at Saratoga and embalm it and bury it with all the hon- 
ors of war, and hang the rest of his traitorous carcass upon the gallows. 
I have nothing against the military record of this old man; I honor it 
as much as any one can. 

Mr.GOODE. And yet the gentleman would confiscate what be- 
longs to his estate. 


Mr. HAWLEY. 


And would you follow him beyond the grave for 


I am speaking of the legal question. 


this claim with the argument upon the legal aspect of the case. I 
say that neither he nor his estate nor anybody representing it has a 
moral right, and as the statute stands has not the legal right toa 
dollar of this money. Iam not now saying that I will not vote for 
this bill. But gentlemen should not say that this man had done 
nothing to forfeit his claim and that it isalegal debt due him. [Cries 
of “Vote!” “ Vote!”} 

Mr. HOOKER. I desire to say but a single word. I regret that 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BRaGG] and the gentleman from 
Connecticut, [Mr. HAWLEY,] on a simple proposition to pay so small 
& sum of money as that embraced in this bill, should seom willing to 
extend the range of discussion so far as this debate has been extended. 
Sir, it would seem that there can scarcely be a claim presented here 
that does not give occasion for some reference to the war of the rebell- 
ion. There never could have been a claim of this kind presented to 
the Congress of the United States but for the act which was passed 
in 1871, when the republican party had a majority in the House of 
Representatives, a majority in the Senate, and a republican Execu- 
tive. It was because the Government believed then, when the oppo- 
sition had absolute control of the legislative and executive depart- 
ments of this Government, that common justice required that what- 
ever of money the Government had collected under what was known 


as the captured and abandoned property act should be paid to those | ; 1 
| which has been repeated by every schoolboy in our land, and whit: 


who could show they were entitled to it. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BraGG] deprecates the fact 
that claims should stand now upon the Calendar of this House from 
any Southern State asking anything from this Government. Sir, 
the Government itself gave these claimants the right to appear here. 
The Supreme Court of the United States has repeatedly decided and 


especially in the case of ex parte Garland, that when either by gene- | 
ral act or special pardon a man had been forgiven his offense he was | 


| declared that these colonies are, and of right ought to be, free 

independent States—from all these instances we learn that it js hot 
| strange that our people, loving liberty, should sometimes differ gy, 
| that a war of words should culminate in the wager of battle. : 


Invited to shake hands, I will drop contro- | 
But when you come | 
to the logic of the law and the abstract justice of the case, and claim | 


| giance to the Government. 


Do not mix | 
up pathos and poetry and sympathy for the venerable lady presenting | 
| Jackson and Algernon Sidney Johnson—when you want to put upo! 


| man shall beat in response to the sentiments 





our own history when our ancestors on American soil assembled a) 


ane 


From the time of the war of the roses, when the red and the whi:, 
struggled for predominance, and every fair field in England was ¢». 
sanguine with Saxon blood shed by Saxon hands, down to that perio 
when our own Revolution occurred, it has not been astrange thing ; . 
the English-speaking people to contend with one another. _ 

The war of the rebellion occurred from a conviction of right on th 
one side and of right on the other. We submitted the questioy ; 
the wager of battle. It was decided against us. We laid down our 
arms under the terms of the capitulation at Appomattox and in Nor) 
Carolina. 

What were those terms? I beg gentlemen on the opposite sii 
of the House to remember they were that the men who were in arns 
against the Government should lay down those arms, retire to their 


r for the sake of reconciliation, we have something else to say. homes, and yield obedience to the Government and its laws. Why 
Z Mr. GOODE. Does the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Haw- | was stipulated on the other side? That when they did this the; 
* LEY] hold that even if it be admitted that Captain Page committed | should have the protection of the Government, not its constant taunts 
¥ a sin in tendering his resignation, the Government has aright to visit | and threats. 

é that sin on his widow and his children? When you sent General Grant to the South hé returned and re. 


ported to you that, taking all the Southern States together, j 
the main, they were prepared to reassume their relations to the 
Federal Government, to rehabilitate their States and resume alle. 
And that great general, when he ha 
returned from his visit abroad and his visit to Mexico, spoke at 
Bloomington, Illinois, upon the temper and disposition of the south. 
ern people. In that speech, made only a few months before th: 
nomination of the republican party for the Presidency, he said: “| 


i 


| have been from Philadelphia to Mexico, aud on my return I hay 


passed through all the rebel States. In all of them I have been re- 
ceived with great consideration and respect. Side by side, on com. 
mittees of reception, stood the men who once wore the gray and t) 


| men who once wore the blue; speeches receiving me were made 


the men who once wore the blue and the men who once wore thi 
gray. Isay to you that their eyes are as familiar with the colors of 
our flag as yoursare. Simple justice requires it to be said that w 
have no right to doubt the loyalty of the men who once wore the 
gray to the flag of the nation.” That was the sentiment of Genera! 


| Grant, and it was in keeping with the testimony he had previously 


given. 

5 aa . . . 7 + 
Now, when you talk about consigning to infamy men who acted 

from convictions of duty—such men as Robert E. Lee and Stonewall 


such men a brand like that which you put upon the name and char- 
acter of Arnold, allow me to say that, however great in intellect or 
power may be the man who makes this attempt, he will fail. For 


| great as was the chief soldier of the confederate armies when he le: 


his hosts to battle, he was greater still when that war was over ant 
he retired to the shades of academic life to devote the remainder ot 
his years to teaching the young men of the land he loved so wel 
When he died, Mr. Chairman, all over this land there was heard & 
universal regret that a great and good man had fallen. And as the 
wail of grief broke from his own loved mountain-side, it was caught 
up by the long swell of the Atlantic and wafted to the distant shores 0! 
the Old World, to come reverberating back in all the languages au¢ 
tongues of the nations of the earth. [Applause.] 

One word more and I have done. There have been, as I have sai 
instances of rebellion in the English nation. There was a memora): 
instance of rebellion on the part of the American colonies agains 
Great Britain, and George Washington ranks as the first rebel of (is 
country. But there was another scene enacted on another occasiou 
in which the rebel was punished. I allude to that memorable sce? 
which occurred in an English court of justice, when, as the judge 
was about to pronounce sentence upon Robert Emmet, the prisone! 
from his place in the dock pronounced upon that judge a senten 


will live as long as the English language shall have a tongue to speak 
it or a pen to write it—as long as the heart of any English speaking 
of liberty that Robert 
Emmet then uttered in pronouncing sentence upon a judge who haw 
soiled the ermine that he wore. England erected a gibbet upon whicd 
Emmet was executed; and it was thought by some that through a- 


the coming ages the finger of scorn would be pointed at him er be 
a1 pber 
» 


cl! restored to all the rights of citizenship as if he had never committed | tumely would be his only reward. But, Mr. Chairman, that P anot 
Et euch offense. | was simply the foundation of the grand, magnificent ne 
) Something has been said by the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. | which posterity has erected to the convicted rebel and traitor, 40d" 
ik 
j eae) 
ae 
ee 
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ionument which shall be more lasting than brass; for, 


Fmmet, a 2 ; 
a he stands upon its summit, and death hath only made 


Mr. Chairman, 
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him in his grave and says it will not pay the widow, that Govern- 
ment is guilty of rank repudiation. And if gentlemen on the other 


dimmortal. [Applause.] 

Mr, REED. Mr. Chairman, I dislike to interrupt the flow of elo- 
‘ence which has proceeded from the other side—a torrent of elo- 
sence so strong that it has even moved my friend from New York 
\Mr, Cox] to depart from his usual custom of amusing the House and 
iovote himself to really serious talk. I am glad on that account that 
this discussion has arisen, although I think I shall point out reasons 
why itisa pity that such discussions oceur, My friends, this busi- 
ace of the past is not to be got over by fine speeches, or by labored 

loviums, or by discussion of the great and fine traits of generals who 
soserted their country in the hour of peril. There has been a great 
war; that war has been decided ; and at the same time all the ques- 
tions connected with it. rhe country demands that there shall be 
ace upon these subjects forever. Nobody desires it more than gen- 
‘omen upon this side of the House. We are tired and sick of alluding 
~+he Southern rebellion and to Southern claims; and it is never our 
fault if this subject is brought up. It has never come up for discus- 
-ion before this House except when some gentlemen on the other side 
and especially the gentleman from Virginia) have attempted insidi- 
ously to break down the laws which this country has approved and 
which this side of the House is determined to stand by. 

And we say to you that the verdict of the people of this country is 
lear and unmistakable, that none of you shall wipe out the war leg- 
elation Which has been passed during the last ten or a dozen years. 
Now, Lask you why not accept the situation and accept the fact? 
Why are you everlastingly bringing up these topics of discussion ? 
You know perfectly well you cannot bring one of them up without 
ur discussing the facts connected with them, and you know a dis- 
oussion of the facts connected with them always leads to scenes such 
as we have had this afternoon. Why, then,do you doit? Why do 
sou come forward always after you have stirred up the discussion 
snd say you really wish we would not talk about this? The idea of 
treading upon people and then reproaching them for making outery ! 
The idea of everlastingly ringing the changes on this subject and 
then getting up in—I was going to say hypocritical way, but perhaps 
that is strong language—but getting up and talking about your de- 
sire to have this subject buried! We want it buried just as much 
as you do. We want to forget about the rebellion, but we do not 
want to be called upon every day in the week, not to forget but to 
forgive. 

Gentlemen, I want you to heed the warning which has been given 
you so well by the gentleman from Wisconsin, for I say to you he 
represents strong portions of your party in our part of the country. 
What we want, democrats and republicans alike, if we can have it, is 
blivion of the past. At least we do not want everlasting discussions 
in the subject, and you are everlastingly provoking them. 

Now you come up and say that this is a little matter; this is pay- 
ing a widow $130. You must know that the principle upon which 
this bill goes would repeal this entire section of the statute. You 
know we are unwilling to repeal it. You know that every time you 
present a bill for southern claims you always present something that 
has a sympathetic side, and you urge it on that sympathetic side, 
and when you get it passed you know you mean to use it for a legal 
precedent. I say that course of action, coupled with the declaration 
you want quiet and silence, is not that manly and straightforward 
course of action which you ought to indulge in if you want the past 
forgotten, and if you want this country to be united and to go on 
prosperously and harmoniously, and prosperously because harmoni- 
ously, 

Mr. WRIGHT. I have but a word tosay. I have on all occasions, 
Mr. Chairman, voted against all claims presented by confederate 
people. I should continue to do so if I were a member of this House 
lor any length of time to come. But thisis not thatcase. Thisman, 
although he had sent in his resignation, yet at the time he sent his 
resignation in the Government owed him $130.85. Now, let me tell 
you, and I wish to state it in the hearing of every man here. This 
Woman comes here as the widow of a brave man who behaved most 
courageously under Commodore Perry on Lake Erie, who served his 
country faithfully and well, and whose claim is just. It is just be- 
“ause It was owed before the rebellion began. It was a contract made 
»etween her husband and the Government. Nor do I think the stat- 
- law covers the case presented here. But I have to say further 
oe will perhaps more interest the House than this, and that 
eee my judgment, this billis going to fail. There is no power 
Jere to pass it. If the friends who have it in charge will withdraw 
it irom the files of the House, I will give that woman my check for 
the whole amount. {[ Applause. ] 

Mr. GOODE rose. 

_ one : ; move the committee rise. 
able gentler 4 ‘ 1ave the floor. _Tam much indebted to the vener- 
prompted nan from Pennsylvania. I appreciate the motive which 
p upted him to make the suggestion. It does honor to his heart. 


him marble an 





2 . * 

état House and the country to understand that the widow 

Weeama nn the hero of Lake Erie, is not here begging alms. 
me to ask the passage of this bill as a matter of simple, naked 

The Government owed her husband for valued and distin- 

The Government owes that husband’s 

and I maintain that if the Government now pursues 


Justice, 


guished service rendered. 
estate to-day, 


side are prepared to repudiate an honest debt, let them take the re- 
sponsibility of setting an evil example and to look out for other debts 
due by the Government. [Cries of derision from the republican side 
of the House. } 

Mr. GUNTER. 

Mr. GOODE. 
have a vote. 

Mr. GUNTER. I withdraw the motion that the committee rise on 
condition there shall be a vote at this time; but I do not withdraw 
it for further discussion. 

Mr. GOODE. I move, then, that the bill be laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. BURROWS. And pending that motion, I move the committee 
rise, 

The committee refused to rise. 

The question recurred on Mr. Goopr’s motion that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House with the recommendation that it 
do pass. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 7), noes 69 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE. I desire that we shall have a yea-and-nay vote i 
the House upon that. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move that the committee do now rise 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HUNTON reported that the Committee of the Whole, 
having had under consideration the Private Calendar, had instructed 
him to report sundry bills to the House, some with and some without 
amendments. 

Mr. WHITE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. There were some bills coming over from a former 
sitting of the Committee of the Whole which should be first consid- 
ered. There was a bill undisposed of, the title of which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

House bill No. 356, with amendments, a bill 
New York Indian lands in Kansas 

The SPEAKER. This bill occasioned discussion. The question was 
then pending when the committee rose. There were other bills be- 
hind it that gentlemen supposed would not occasion discussion. The 
Chair has been requested to ask that it be laid aside until such bills 
as shall provoke no discussion are disposed of. 

Mr. WHITE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Pending the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, the Chair desires to lay before the House certain executive 
communications, and also a request for leave of absence. 


I move the committee rise. 
I hope the gentleman will withdraw it, that we may 


to provide for the sale of certain 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. KELLEY 


until Tuesday next, on account of important business. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Several members demanded the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is on the motion of the gentle 
man from Pennsylvania, that the House do now adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 107, noes 25. 

So the motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at fouro’clock and 
fifty-three minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


] on 


The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were lai 
the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. BEALE: The petition of Matilda Harding, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BOUCK: The petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, for the passage of the bill regulating interstate 
commerce introduced by Mr. REAGAN, and against the bill known as 
the Henderson bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CALKINS: The petition of William McCormick, against 
the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CASWELL: A paper relating to the petition of L. E. Porter 
for an extension of a patent for a sugar-mill—to the Committee on 
Patents. 

By Mr. COX: The petition of census enumerators of New York, for 
additional compensation—to the Committee on the Census. 

By Mr. CRAPO: Memorial of George B. Loring relating to his ex- 
penses in the contest of E. Moody Boynton against him for a seat in 
Congress—to the Committee on Elections. 

By Mr. LOWNDES H. DAVIS: The petition of citizens of Cape 
Girardeau County, Missouri, for a reduction of the tax on cigars to 
$5 per thousand—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DEERING: Three petitions of citizens of Iowa, for legis- 
lation to prevent the spread of pleuro-pneumonia—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of ex-soldiers of the late war, for the passage of 
the Geddes pension-court bill, and for the defeat of Senate bill No. 
496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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nois, of similar import—to the same committee. of the Reagan bill for the regulation of interstate commerce 
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By Mr. GEDDES: The petition of William R. Snook and 32 others, 
soldiers of the late war, citizens of Paulding County, Ohio, of 
lar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GILLETTE: The petition of Jacob I’. Lough and 30 others, 
citizens of Clark County, Iowa, for legislation to prevent the spread 
of pleuro-pneumonia—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. HEILMAN: The petiti manufacturers of cigars and 
tobacco, of Evansville, Indiana, for a reduction of the tax 
to $5 per thousand—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of H. A. Danville and 40 others, 
citizens of Michigan, for the passage of an 


simi- 


ym of 


on cigars 


ichiga interstate-commerce bill— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of an income- 


tax bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
Also, the petition of the same parties, for a change in existing pat- 
ent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 


Also, the petition of the same parties, that the bureau of Agricult- 
ure be made a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of C. C. Collins, for change of the 
name of the yacht L. T. Davis—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of N. H. Lincoln, M. E. Waller, J. 
H. Griffith,and others, citizens of Clay County, Missouri, for the pas- 
sage of a judicious interstate-commerce law —to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of an income- 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, that the Bureau of Agricult- 
ure be made a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WILLIAM G. THOMPSON: The petition of Joseph Kasch- 
1 and others, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for a reduction of the tax on 
s—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
Mr. WILLIS: The petition of citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, 
for an appropriation in behalf of the widow and children of Law- 
rence McNamee, killed while in Government employ—tothe Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

By Mr. WISE: 
diers, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bi 
Invalid Pensions. 
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The petition of J. M. Abraham and 30 other sol- 
ll—to the Committee 


By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of citizens of Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, for a post-route to be established from Hemlock Creek 
to Sweet Valley, Pennsylvania—to the Committee on the Post-Office 


and Post-Roads. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, January 29, 1831. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the 20th instant, a communication from the Superintendent 
»f the Census respecting the execution of the law for taking the 
tenth and subsequent censuses, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This communication, with the accom- 


monstrating against the passage of what is known as the on 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. ia 
Mr. HOAR presented the petition of G. Henry Whitcom) & C 

and several other manufacturers of Worcester, Massachusetts ai 
the petition of 8. K. Heywood & Co., manufacturers of boots o:, 
shoes, of Worcester, Massachusetts, praying for the early enactment 
of a national bankrupt law; which were referred to the ( be 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GROV ER presented a memorial of the Legislature of Oreo, 
in favor of an appropriation for the purpose of commencing the co, 
struction of a permanent improvement of the mouth of the Colum); 
River in that State; which was referred to the Committee on (‘o; 
merce. 7 


‘ 
OMMittee 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. EDMUNDS, from the Committee on Private Land Claims. ; 
whom was referred the bill (8S. No. 1414) authorizing claimants to the 
Rancho de Napa, in Napa County, California, to prove up their title 
reported it with amendments. + 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. WALLACE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained lear. 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2121) to authorize the Secretary of War : 
contract for the legal right to make and use the metallic cartridges 
adopted for the Army service; which was read twice by its title, ay 
referred to the Committee on Patents. = 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intr. 
duce a bill (8S. No. 2122) to retire Captain Douglass Ottenger, of ¢} 
Revenue Marine Service; which was read twice by its title, and, wit! 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro. 
duce a bill (S. No. 2123) to amend section 1864, chapter 1, title 23 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice }y 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GROVER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave t 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2124) appropriating $250,000 for the construe- 
tion of a harbor of refuge at Port Orford, Oregon; which was rea 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KERNAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave t 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2125) for the relief of Mrs. Susan E. Willard 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WALLACE (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent 
obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 149) for the 
printing of 20,000 copies of the Medical and Surgical History of th 
War of the Rebellion ; which was read twice by its title, and referr 
to the Committee on Printing. 

WITHDRAWAL OF 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Ordered, That leave is granted to withdraw the petition of Mrs. / 
secretary of the Indian treaty-keeping committee, and others, which was presented 
in the Senate on the 27th January, 181, and referred to the Committee on India 
Affairs, with a view to its being presented to the House of Representatives 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


Mr. SAUNDERS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil. appropriation bill: which was referred t 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS. 


CASTING OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 


oo amen 


panying documents not already in print, will be printed and laid on 
the table 
the table. 


ee 


Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following resolution; which was con- 


at 





ee ys 


Mr. KERNAN. I see that the chairman of the Committee on the 
Census is notin. It may lie on the table until he comes in. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution calling for the informa- 
tion was introduced by the senior Senator from New York, [Mr. 
CONKLING; ] and the papers will lie on the table subject to his order 
or the order of any Senator. 

CREDENTIALS, 


Mr. LAMAR presented the credentials of James Z. George, elected 
by the Legislature of Mississippi a Senator from that State for the 
term beginning March 4, 1881; which were read, and ordered to be 
tiled. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. WALLACE presented resolutions of the Board of Trade of Phil- 
adelphia, in favor of the passage of a law preventing the adultera- 
tion of food and drugs; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

He also presented the memorial of Sidney J. Brauff and 58 others, 
citizens of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, surviving soldiers of the 

yar for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. 
No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
claims ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the memorial of Reuben Coomes and 6 
others, citizens of Lacey, Iowa, surviving soldiers of the war for the 
Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) pro- 
viding for the examination and adjudication of pension claims; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented resolutions of the Cham- 


sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
l 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and it is hereby. instructed to 
inquire and report its opinion touching the constitutional legality of the votes ot 
any electoral college given for President and Vice-President of the United States 
on a day other than that fixed by law for the casting of the votes of the electors in 
all the States. 

COUNT 

Mr. INGALLS. I move the present consideration of the resolution 
offered by me on a previous day relative to the counting of the elect: 
oral votes. I ask that it may be reported to the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. a 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. That may interfere with the order of bus 
ness for this morning. That is not the regular order. _ ” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will not interfere ; you will have time enoug! 
I shall not take ten minutes. : ws 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand that under the rule this resolution 
comes properly within the morning hour, it being a resolution oftere¢ 
on a previous day and on the Calendar. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator is right; it comes up as* 
matter of right. : : ' uy Mr 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, submitted by “* 
INGALLS on the 26th instant, and the Senate proceeded to consider it: 

Resolved, That the Senate will be ready to receive the House of Representativt” 
in the Senate Chamber on Wednesday, February 9, at twelve o'clock merida 
the purpose of being present at the opening and counting of the votes for I rr eellers 
and Vice-President of the United States. That two persons be ee — 
on the part of the Senate to make a list of the votes for President and Vice- 


dent of the United States as they shall be declared; that the result shall be deli, 
ered to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state of the vote, wl 
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oe tered on the Journals, and if it shall appear that a choice hath been 
ball be oe ly to the Constitution, such entry on the Journals shall be deemed a 
iration thereof. 


BAYARD. Mr. President, Iam very glad that the Senator from 
ur. & brought this matter to the attention of the Senate. I 
he resolution be referred to the Select Committee for the 


Kansas has 


move that t 
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~nsideration of the electoral vote for President and Vice-President 


"4 the United States. ; 
*"7 i. VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Delaware moves that 
she resolution be referred to the select committee on the subject of 
sha electoral count. : : 

” Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I an not able to see at this present 

ent Why such a resolution should be referred as it merely pro- 

~: jeg for the simplest formality necessary or useful to the conv enient 
At harge of the constitutional duty on the occasion referred to of 
‘he President of the Senate and of the two Houses of Congress. | That 
gall. Itis perfectly well known that nearly a year ago the Senate 
aeeed a general regulation called a joint rule for all cases of presi- 
lelections. We have not been advised that the House of Repre- 
sentatives has agreed to that. That isallthatI am jast ified orent itled 
-o say in reference to its fate. It is now only I believe nine cays 
~ Mr. INGALLS. Light legislative days. ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There are only eight legislative days before the 
duty you, sir, have to perform, whatever may happen, will devolve 
apon you; and I think, therefore, it is high time, and particularly as 
no conceivable question of dispute can arise, that the Senate should 
‘nvite the House of Representatives to attend in the strictly, and only 
strictly constitutional place, in the presence of the President of the 
senate of the United States for the purpose of being present with 
whatever constitutional function—I am not speaking of powers—may 
devolve upon the two Houses upon that occasion. ) 

I cannot conceive what there is in the nature of thisresolution that 
should require its reference to any committee, It the Senate is not 
willing to adopt it now, let it be rejected or laid upon the table, or 
postponed until to-morrow or next week ; but what subject of inquiry 
or ground of investigation there may be by a committee that hap- 
pens to exist instructed to inquire into the state of the law—if I re- 
member the formation of that committee, and I think I do—respect- 
ing the elections of President and the counting and declaring of the 
result, 1 am unable to see. I hope, therefore, that the motion t 
refer will not prevail. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I recognize as fully as the honorable 
Senator from Vermont I think could desire the necessity for action 
by the two Houses of Congress upon this most important subject ; 
aud the reference that I have proposed is for the purpose of faciii- 
tating in the usual and regular manner the object which I suppose 
to have been had in view by the honorable Senator who introduced 
this resolution. A special committee was raised by this body more 
than a year ago entitled a Select Committee to take into consideration 
the ascertainment and declaration of the result of the election for 
President and Vice-President 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The state of the law on that subject, I think. 

Mr. BAYARD. I believe I have given the title of the committee. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let me read for the information of the Senate the 
title of the committee to which the Senator refers: ‘‘To take into 
consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertaining and 
declaration of the result of the elections of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States.” 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator has read it correctly. Ihad transcribed 
ituponamemorandum. That is the title of the committee. 

The present resolution certainly touches matters germane to the 
purpose for which that committee was expressly created by this body. 
It is for the purpose of having prompt action upon this subject that 
[have submitted the motion for reference. I know that the days are 
drifting by very rapidly and the time is near at hand when the func- 
tions of the two Houses of Congress, whatever they may be, must be 
exercised under the Constitution in respect of this important question 
of ascertaining and declaring the result of the late election for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President. 

I do not propose at this time, nor would it be proper for me at this 
stage of the discussion, to refer at all to the action of the Senate one 
year ago, or to the fact that we were preparing then for certain possi- 
ble contingencies which have been rendered by subsequent events 
unnecessary for present consideration. However interesting and im- 
portant they may be in the principle to which they relate, much of 
the rule that was adopted by the Senate and which now has gone be- 
‘ore the House of Representatives for their action, has been rendered 
pubecessary by subsequent events. Time has settled many questions 
‘hat were then contingent; and my object in moving this reference 
's to expedite the action of the Senate in the usual and regular way 


dent 








toe a committee appointed for a purpose germane to the object 
v Ms rT 


, resolution to make a recommendation of action upon the part 
ot the Senate, to be met by corresponding action I trust on the part 
> the House, and to faciliate the performance of our constitutional 
™ as two Houses of Congress upon this important subject. 

ee I trust that there will be no misunderstanding by gentle- 
Guat es there is the least desire to delay. On the contrary, 
ate ee . ype to facilitate the execution of the powers of the Sen- 
matt T this subject, at least in the motion I have made, that this 

er be referred to the committee indicated. 


eight legislative days 
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Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, in preseribing the discharge of a 
constitutional duty, section 142 of the Revised Statutes says: 


Congress shall be in session on the second Wednesday in Feb: 
every meeting of the electors, and the certificates, or so many of t 






received, shall then be opened, the votes counted, and the perso oftices 
of President and Vice-President ascertained and declared, agreeable to the Con 
stitution. 

As the Senator from Vermont has already stated, there remain but 


] 


most 


between this and the period when that 
important function of Congress is to be discharged. The votes havi 
been registered ; the certificates, as I understand, are in the custody of 
the oflicer designated by the Constitution ; and thus far there has been 
no action by either House looking toward the assembling of the two 
Houses in the manner provided by the Constitution for the purpose 
of ascertaining one of the most significant and important facts that 
we are called upon to ascertain under the Constitution. 

The resolution that I have offered is one that is strictly in accord 
ance with the earliest precedents on the subject. It purposely and 
sedulously and studionsly avoids all reference to every disputed ques 
tion as to the right of any officer, or of either House of ‘Congress, or of 
both Houses jointly, to decide upon any question that may arise either 
as to a disputed certificate or:a duplicate return; and I have felt, 
inasmuch as there has been no effort made from any source hitherto 
to determine what shall be done upon this day of days in order to 
ascertain what shall be the course of this Government for the 
four years after the 4th of March, that it was necessary and essential 
that some early action should be taken by the Senate. It 





xt 
next 


has been 
delayed from considerations of courtesy until those questions should 
no longer rightfully be considered as having authority to prevail 

The motion that the Senator from Delaware has made to refer this 
resolution to a select committee of the Senate, I have no doubt is 
made with the best of motives and purposes, but the Senator will ob- 
serve that that committee is a select committee for a specific pur 
pose, which is to inquire into the state of the law. It is now, as 
Iam reminded, a standing committee of the Senate although it was 
originally a select committee. That committee has discharged its 
functions, as I understand, by reporting a measure which has hitherto 
received the sanction of the Senate. But this resolution 
tended to ascertain the state of the law, but to meet 
pressing, and imminent emergency. 

Of course Iam aware that the majority of the Senate of different 
volitical views from my own have control of this matter and ean do 
with the resolution as they see fit; and if there can be an assurance 
that this resolution, orsome resolution upon this subject that shall 
effectuate the purpose of the Constitution and the declarations of the 
law, will be reported at an early day, Ido not know that personally J 
should object to it; bnt we have already ascertained from the action 
of that committee what their purposes and views are, and I believe 
with all respect to that committee, and with all respect to the Sena 
ator from Delaware who moves the reference, that if this resolutior 
is referred it will either sleep or it will come forth amended in some 
important particulars that will render it ineffectual so far as the ob- 
ject that I have in view is concerned, to wit : to meet this question that 
is now imminent upon us, not what is the state of the law upon this 
subject, but how shall the two Houses get together on the 9th day 
of February to discharge a constitutional duty imposed upon them 
under the laws of Congress. 

I shall, therefore, I believe, oppose the motion and ask for action 
on the part of the Senate on the resolution. 

Mr. MORGAN. The election of President, the votes in which we 
are about to count, was the twenty-fourth presidential election in the 
Union. The votes at twenty of those elections have been counted, 
under resolutions of each of the Houses, in the Chamber of the House 
of Representatives. The votes at four of these elections have been 
counted in the presence of the Senate upon resolutions originating in 
the Senate inviting the House of Representatives to join this body 
for the purpose of ascertaining and counting the votes. in the largest 
majority of instances, in almost every instance, these resolutions have 
not been passed earlier than within three or four days before the time 
for counting. The two Houses have been in a state of entire com- 
posure upon this subjecg except in two instances, I believe, when 
questions arose by way of anticipation as to whether the votes of 
certain States should be counted. Then Congress, in one branch or 
the other, took up the subject earlier, for the purpose of considering 
and determining in advance what should be the action of the two 
Houses in certain partieular cases, of which I believe there were only 
two. 

I do not understand how it can be asserted by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Vermont, if I did not misunderstand his assertion, that this 
resolution proposed the only constitutional method of counting the 
vote, or that the only constitutional method of counting the vote was 
to be in the presence of the Senate and in the Senate Chamber. That 
honorable Senator introduced into the Senate a bill as a substitute 
for the resolution which was adopted by the Senate last year, which 
provided by law that the votes of the electors for President and Vice- 
President should be counted in the House of Representatives. It 
certainly is a modern discovery of the Senator from Vermont that the 
electoral vote can only be counted inthe Senate. I do not know what 
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new light has been brought to bear upon the mind of the Senator to 
bring him to that conclusion ; but certainly it is one of more recent 
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date than that which illuminated his mind at the time he brought in 
the bill which proposed to enact a law that the counting of the vote 
should bein the presence of the House of Representatives and in their 
Chamber. 

Now, what necessity is there for departing from a precedent which 
the Senate has observed since 1509 uniformly in reference to the 
place at which the two Houses usually assemble for the counting of 
the electoral vote? We understand that this Chamber is not sufli- 
ciently large, has not the conveniences to accommodate the House of 
Representatives in addition to the body that is here now. It would 
be a matter of almost impossibility to organize the two Houses in 
this Chamber, or to have them assemble in this Chamber in such a 
convenient manner as to enable them to transact business with pro- 
priety. I suppose it was in consideration of that fact that in 1°09 we 
inaugurated the system, from which there has been since no departure, 
that the Senate would meet with the House in the Hall of the House 
of Representatives for the purpose of counting the votes. But now 
it is asserted, as I understand the proposition, that the vote can only 
be counted in the Senate Chamber, and in the presence of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, presiding over the Senate in this House. That is 
a question which, being brought forward at this late day, is one that 
seems to me worthy of some consideration; and I think the motion of 
the Senator from Delaware to refer the resolution to this committee 
is entirely a proper and weil-timed motion, in order that that feature 
of the case may be considered, if no other. 

it has twice occurred, in counting the electoral votes, that the 
question has been raised as to whether a State had cast its electoral 
vote in conformity to the express requirement of the Constitution, 
and a question of that kind is now pending, as we are informed, in 
reference to the State of Georgia. Heretofore Congress has under- 
taken by resolution to ordain and prescribe what was the state of the 
law with respect to counting the vote of a State which had not cast 
its vote at the time prescribed by the Constitution. That question 
is now presented for the consideration of the country, and it seems to 
me entirely proper that we should now consider whether the vote of 
the State of Georgia is to be counted or whether it is not to be counted, 
precisely as the same question was considered by the two Houses in 


reference to the votes of other States in times that are past. 


For my own part I do not desire to see these two Houses brought 
together, and to see any question of dispute arising between them 
without any rule or regulation established in advance for the settle- 
ment of such a question. It is therefore proper, it seems to me, that 
this committee should take into consideration at least that question, 
and perhaps other questions that may arise in reference to the count- 
ing of the votes of the different States. I refer to this one question 
because the country is entirely informed of the fact that the votes of 
the electors of the State of Georgia were cast one week after the 
electors of the other States of the Union had met in their various 
electoral colleges and cast their votes. It may not be the disposition 
of some Senators to have this question settled in advance, or, indeed, 
the Senate itself may not come to that conclusion. I understand a 
resolution that has just been adopted has sent that question to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, so that that matter of debate and dis- 
pute may be solved; and the Senate should not adopt a rule inviting 
the House to this Chamber or prescribing any regulation for the meet- 
ing of the two Houses, at least until that committee has acted on 
that question. 

It is very well known that before the last presidential election and 
before any question arose in the country as to the State of Georgia or 
any other State, with a view to prescribing some regulation governing 
the action of the two Houses no matter how the presidential election 
might turn out, the Senate adopted a rule and sent it to the House of 
Representatives. Is it entirely becoming in the Senate of the United 
States, before the Heuse has acted on that rule, now to send them a 
different proposition and thereby indicate a purpose on the part of the 
Senate, to abandon the ground they have taken or the principles in- 
volved in that rule? It seems to me that a proper sense of respect 
for the House of Representatives would lead us to give them ample 
time to consider that question before we undertake to reverse our own 
action and recall that which we have so solemnly done. 

The House of Representatives, it may be said, has had ample time 
to act upon it, but we are not to be the judges of that fact. It is not 
my right to allude to what has taken place in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, but I think I can say to the honorable Senators on the 
other side of the Chamber that the party represented by those who 
sympathize with this side of the Chamber are not responsible for any 
delay that has taken place in the adoption of that rule, or of any 
other measure. 

The honorable Senator from Kansas says, if he had the assurance 
that this committee would act promptly, that the committee would 
not delay its action, he would be satistied to have this resolution go 
to the committee. I should like to ask that honorable Senator if he 
has discovered on the part of this committee, or any member of it, a 
disposition to delay action on any question connected with the count- 
ing of the electoral votes? 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator did not exactly quote my language. 
I said that personally I should have no objection on assurance being 
given that early action would be had, but that inasmuch as that 
committee had already expressed their views upon the subject I ap- 
prehended that perhaps there would be delay or else amendments, 
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and I thought it better to ask, therefore, action on the part of + 
Senate. ~ *h8 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Delaware has very roper) 
suggested that a great many of the questions that were ol at 
by the order taken in the Senate upon the rule it adopted hoes an 
actually arisen in this presidential count. Some of the eneatin 
however, have arisen and have to be disposed of by the ey any 
these two Houses or by the action of somebody else. ‘The Vice-P; 
ident must decide the question for the Senate and for the Hons .; 
Representatives, or else it must be decided by some concurrent ac: 
of the two Houses. It may be that there are parts of that rule 
adopted by the Senate which are not now material to be enacted 
into the form of a joint agreement between the two Honses: “i 
certainly there are portions of that rule which are not included i, 
the resolution of the Senator from Kansas, which are necessary to he 
considered ; and the democratic party, I may say, and also the mem, 
bers of that committee have not the slightest disposition to dela 
action, but on the contrary their disposition has been urgent all th; 
time to quiet the mind of the country in reference to this great mat 
ter, so that the Senator from Kansas need have no apprehension , ; 
a want of attention, diligent attention, on the part of this committe 
to the consideration of his resolution if it shall be referred. ve 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Mr. President, 1 shall vote for the motio; 
to refer this resolution, because I believe it is the best method of se. 
curing action in this case. Unfortunately we have no law regula;. 
ing the count of the votes for President and Vice-President of the 
United States. I suppose the matter has lost much of its interest hj. 
cause everybody in this country concedes that Mr. Garfield has beer 
elected President of the United States by the people in the manne; 
prescribed by the Constitution, and he will be inaugurated; and j; 
all the gentlemen on the other side of this Chamber, and all the gep. 
tlemen of like politics on the other side of the House of Representa. 
tives were to retire and go to their homes, he would still be inauey 
rated by the majority that would be left, and peaceably inaugurated, 
So far as the next count is concerned, nobody need have any appre- 
hension of trouble. But of course there ought to be some method oj 
proceeding, I admit that, so as to secure order in counting the votes, 
so as to prevent the commission of errors; but we should make n 
unnecessary concessions as to who has the right to count the votes, 
and all that kind of nonsense, as you will excuse me for terming it 

But [rise now to say that I had not given this subject very great at 
tention until recently. Ihave devoted myself to it recently with some 
degree of care. I have concurred in the action taken heretofore 
have voted for the joint resolution I believe reported by the Senator 
from Alabama. I take it for granted those matters have become o; 
small moment now; but after having given this subject the attention 
that I think it deserves, I simply want to say that in my judgment 
this provision of the Constitution, which provides for the counting 
of the vote for President and Vice-President ought, like all other m 
visions of the Constitution, to be carried out by law of Congress 
That is what I want to put on record as my opinion in this matter 

The twelfth article of amendment says, in the language of t 
original Constitution itself: 

The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and Hous 
Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted 

Of course my opinion is that the votes cannot be counted by th 
President of the Senate except under the direction of the two Houses 
But how will you get the two Houses together? How will you g 
the President of the Senate to preside over the joint convention! 
What shall be the process of doing it? It must require the concu 
rence of two Houses. How shall the votes be counted? Who shall 
determine which is a legal vote and which is an illegal vote? Tak 
the very question alluded to and arising now from my own State. 
The Constitution explicitly provides that Congress shall fix the tim 
for choosing electors and shall prescribe the day on which the electors 
shall cast their votes, which day shall be the same throughout the 
United States. My State has cast her vote not on the day prescribed 
by Congress; in all other respects she has complied with the Consti- 
tution and the law. Somebody must determine whether that vot 
cast on another day ought or ought not to be counted. Who is to de- 
termine it? How are you to get at the determination ? What shel: 
be the proceeding? I wish simply to say that, in my judgment, these 
and many other things satisfy me that this whole matter of counting 
the votes for President and Vice-President and carrying out the prv- 
vision of the Constitution in relation thereto ought to be regulate 
by law. Sa : 

Suppose you pass a joint rule, what Congress does that joint rule 
bind? Can this Congress pass a joint rule of the two Houses to bin’ 
the next Congress? If it be matter of joint rule, or matter of mere 
rule, it is subject to change at any time by either House. I believ e 
that question was up four years ago, and it was decided by an over 
whelming majority of the gentlemen of both parties that a joint re 
was adopted by each Congress for itself. Suppose, then, you pass 4 
joint rule now that binds this Congress and we count the vote ac- 
cording to the joint rule, as this is the Congress that has to coun 
the votes; but that fixes nothing as to the next Congress and 
nothing as to the Congress that shall count the vote in 1884. The 
Congress which counts the vote in 1884, if the matter is to be regu: 
lated by joint rule, may adopt its own joint rule and not be wens’ 
by the joint rule adopted by this Congress. It is very clear to 1} 
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hat there is but one way out of this difficulty to avoid future | quence either as a precedent or any other thing who does it whether 
ba | you do it, sir, or the Secretary at the desk does it, or the gentlemen 
:- hich no one House can repeal, which shall be binding as | whom we are accustomed to call tellers do it. 
* cher law; and when that is the law on the statute-book we | Mr. President, if this matter were now pending in the Senate on 
e\ wr. | comply with and all will be compelled to comply with it. | the resolution proposed from the committee of which my friend from 
ave the highest duty of the Judiciary Committee is at as early | Alabama is the chairman, and any number of gentlemen in the Sen- 
eee. possible, either at this session or the next, to prepare a well- | ate of whatever party should believe that the proposition was not 
only unconstitutional but revolutionary, and that it had been put in 


} pind Tt 


+1, ond that is that this whole matter ought to be carried out 
uble, at dé , 


, 


of” bill on this subject, report it, and let it become a law. 
DMUNDS. Mr. President, the Senator from Alabama [Mr. | such a form that its unconstitutionality could not be met in the way 


sjdel 


" 
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vr paas] seems to think that I have got some new light respecting | that the Constitution provides for meeting unconstitutional legisla- 
he ( onstitution touching the powers and duties of the President ot | tion, and that is by the veto of the President of the United States 
= Senate and the place where he is to exert them. If that were | and a reconsideration by the two Houses, then I say that that body 
ed ~. it would be a subject of congratulation to me, forI think the | of gentlemen would be justified, in my opinion, in leaving it to those 
ut ec erue new light we get about the Constitution, the better; and | who chose to adopt such a supposed unconstitutional and revolu- 
I + would not be offensive, I would humbly submit that it might | tionary method to carry it out themselves if they could. 
be injurious for other Senators to try to get fresh illumina-| The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair calls the attention of the Sen- 
0 md from higher and wider sources than mere party warmth, | ator from Vermont to the fact that the morning hour has expired. 
~ enecting the true and fundamental meaning of that great instru- | He presumes there will be no objection to the Senator proceeding and 
nt that secures us all. ; | finishing his remarks. 
at- But. Mr. President, I do not know that Tam entit’ed to claim the | Mr. EDMUNDS. So that, Mr. President, it appears to me that the 
” onefit of these congratulations at this time. I did not say that I | wise thing for the Senate to dv is to consider this resolution now, 
a sought that this place was under all circumstaaces the only place | which is precisely the resolution of the fathers under the same cir- 
here constitutionally the votes for President and Vice-President | cumstances. If it should be thought preferable to endeavor to ar- 
uld be counted. ; ' ; range the formalities by a conference, then if this resolution is not 
Be Mr. MORGAN. Then I misunderstood the Senator from Vermont. referred some gentleman can move as anamendment to it that a com- 
_ I understood him distinctly to state that. | mittee of three Senators be appointed to confer with such similar 
ue Mr, EDMUNDS. What I did say was that it was the place where | committee as the House of Representatives may choose to appoint to 
+ S 6yost naturally and, construing the Constitution strictly, perhaps | arrange this formality. I do not know that I should object to that; 
i where constitutionally it may be done, inasmuch as the Constitution | but to send this resolution, pure and simple as it is founded on the 
g* says, not the person who happens to be President of the Senate, but | action of the fathers in a similar case, to a standing committee of 
, F that officer who may be the Vice-President or the President pro tem- | nine members appointed to consider lawful provisions and not for- 
- ore, the official chief of the Senate, shall do a certain thing on a cer- | malities, is simply to say in my judgment that we shall take no step 
tain day. Now, where do you find the official chief of the Senate? | about it in time, or at least no effective step aboutit; because we can 
= You find him nowhere except in the place that you now, sir, so well | readily see that if that committee were to adhere to its original opin- 
ecupy, unless you say that it is competent for the Senate of the | ion that there ought to be a joint rule of general provisions, or, as the 
United States to adjourn its sitting from one room in the Capitol or | Senator from Alabama has said, that it would not be courteous to the 
Z ne part of the town which constitutes the capital to another, and | House of Representatives to take any step until it shall have acted 
= that authority I do not mean to deny and I do not mean to take time upon the proposition sent there nearly a year ago, there is an end of 
D to discuss it. But I say that in the absence of such an adjourned | any usefulness to this resolution. 
a meeting and in the absence of other provision connected with it for So I hope, Mr. President, not as a party man or a party Senator, but 
it the concurrent assembling of the two Houses to be in the presence of | as one member of the Senate desiring to perform my duty in getting 
m the act that you as chief of this Senate are to perform, this Chamber, | the two Houses into your presence on the occasion referred to, that 
ng this place is where this duty that the Constitution imposes upon you | this resolution will be considered now and adopted in some form or 
os ught to be performed and must be performed and I hope will be other. 
tor performed according to the Constitution ; and if it happens that some The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 
- other part of the Government, over which you have no control, fails Mr. THURMAN. I hope the vote will be taken on the motion to 
; to perform its constitutional duty of being in the presence of that | refer and without further debate. 
; great event, that the event will nevertheless go on for whatever legal The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
me nsequence may follow from it, and that would not be a very diffi- | none. The question is on the motion of the Senator from Delaware 
: lt question in my mind as a matter of law. to refer the pending resolution to the Committee to take into con- 


So we may dismiss that part of it. Then we come down to the | sideration the state of the law respecting the ascertaining and decla- 
question of convenience in respect of this resolution. Inasmuch as | ration of the Result of the Elections of President and Vice-President 
the House of Representatives have not been able now for a year to | of the United States. 


me to an agreement touching this matter, I think it would not be Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 
very courteous for the Senate to send a resolution to the House of The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
Representatives that on the second Wednesday in February the Pres- | call the roll. 
dent of the Senate, attended by the Senate, will appear in that House, Mr. HILL, of Georgia, (when Mr. Brown’s name was called.) My 


take possession of the chair of the Speaker, and proceed to count the | colleague [Mr. Brown] has been necessarily called away from the 
votes, or take possession of the area behind the seats. That would city. He is paired on political questions with the Senator from Col- 
ve an unseemly proceeding. Consequently in the absence of coming | orado, [Mr. TELLER. ] 

to any solution of the question proposed by the Senator from Ala- Mr. INGALLS, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
bama, the Senator from Kansas has proposed this, which is precisely | Senator from Virginia, [Mr. WiTHERs, ] who has been called away by 
the resolution that the Senate passed in the year 1201 when there was | a calamity in his family. If he were present, I should vote “nay.” 








ne great contest anda great doubt as to whoshould come out tobethe | Mr. TELLER, (when his name was called.) On this question I am 
a President of the United States in the state of things that then existed, paired with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. BRowN.] If he were 
; ud when the two Houses had failed, as they have now, to come to present, I should vote “ nay.” 

ommon understanding beforehand upon the subject; and that Mr. WALLACE, (when his name was called.) On all political 





Was, a8 this resolution declares, that the Senate would receive the questions I am paired with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Penn- 
House of Representatives on the day fixed by law and at an hour | sylvania.] If he were here, I should vote “ yea.” 
le. amed, and proceed to execute the formality. "Mr. WINDOM, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
What ig the objection? The Senator from Alabama says there isa | Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Davis] on all political questions, 
asa hysical objection. I think he is mistaken. We have had impeach - and this assumes that character. f 
nt trials in this Chamber when the House of Representatives at- The roll-call was concluded. 
{in a body to present their articles; and we know from the Mr. ANTHONY. I have been paired with the Senator from West 
of this apartment that every member of the Senate and every Virginia [Mr. HEREFORD] up to Thursday; but Ido not see him in 
euiber of the House of Representatives and all the proper officers | his seat and I prefer not to vote. I should vote “nay” if I felt at 
‘the two Houses can find sufficient and ample and convenient room, liberty to vote. 
























nd dare to take the step of excluding for the time being the peo- | The result was announced—yeas 29, nays 18; as follows: 
one pe ho grace our sittings by courtesy, to do that act or any other act. | YEAS—29, 
ve uch for that. | Bayard, Garland McDonald, Thurman, 
' ‘4 sorry that the Senator from Alabama has chosen to refer to | Beck, Groome, Morgan, Vance, 
nie ‘hes about this business and to say, if I understood him, that it is | Butler, Hampton, Pendleton, vo i 
oe ‘the fault of the party of which he is one of the great chiefs that a i oo =o ees 2 Walker. 
a ‘scheme has not been acted upon before now. The Constitution, | Goke Seti.” am.” 
ant “ Tespect of this affair, has nothing to do with parties that I know | Eaton, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 
xes ‘t. We have to do with the constitutional duty of the two Houses | Farley, Lamar Slater, 
The »,,. Present and of the President of the Senate to do an act, and NAYS—18, ’ 
gu- “0 another act to follow, whoever may doit. Ido not go into that Allison, Cameron of Wis., Hill of Colorado Meer, 
ind |. Happily, in this instance, it is of no possible consequence who er Davis of Illinois, eirkwood, Rollins. 
my seh a5 8 fact; asa precedent it may be but as a mere formality of Bruce, Dawes, Logan, 
P “Ametic and computation and reading, it is not of the least conse- ! Burnside, Edmunds, McMillan, 
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ABSENT—2 


Anthony, Ferry Kernan Wallace 

Bailey, Grover McPherson Whyte 
Baldwin, Hamlin, Maxey, Williams 
slaine, Harris Paddock Windom 
Brown, Hereford Plum) Withers 
Cameron of Pa. Ingalls Saunders 

Carpenter, Jones of Nevada Sharor 

Davis of W. Va., Kellogg Teller 


So the motion to refer was agreed t 
MESSAGE FROM TUE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE MM. 
ApaMs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing joint resolutions; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 


A joint resolution (II. R. No. 362) to authorize the printing of | 


50,000 copies of special report of Commissioner of Agriculture, rela- 
tive to diseases of swine, and infectious and contagious diseases 
incident to other domestic animals; and a ‘ 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 364) providing for the printing of 
reports of the Smithsonian Institution, and for other purposes, 
The message also returned to the Senate, in compliance with its 


request, the bill (H. R. No, 2180) granting an increase of pension to | 


James H. Reeve. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled joint resolutions ; and they were there- 
upon signed by the Vice-President : . 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 224) to print 6,000 copies of the 
report of the National Board of Health; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 266) ratifying settlement of taxes 
made by the District commissioners with the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company. 

PUBLIC GROUND IN CHICAGO. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The Chicago lake-front bill is now the 
regular order. 

Mr. ALLISON. By unanimous agreement yesterday it was under- 
stood that that bill should come up this morning. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. That was the reason I objected to the res- 
olution of the Senator from Kansas being taken up. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, under the understanding of yesterday, proceeds to the con- | 


sideration of the bill (S. No. 1935) to confirm to the city of Chicago 
the title to certain public grounds. The amendments reported by 
the Committee on the Judiciary will be read in order. 

The first amendment reported by the Committee on the Judiciary 
was, in line 9, after the word “‘ with,” tostrike ont “authority to” and 
insert “‘the consent of the United States that said city may;” so as 
to read : 

Thatall right and title of the United States tothe streets and grounds dedicated 
to public use in that part of the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, known as 
“Fort Dearborn addition to Chicago,” subdivided and platted under the authority 
of the Secretary of War in the year 1839, be, and the same hereby is, relinquished 
and granted to the said city and its successors, with the consent of the United 
States that said city may sell and convey so much thereof as lies south of the south 
line of Randolph street, and between the east line of Michigan avenue, as now laid 
out and improved, and the roadway of the Illinois Central Railway Company. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 15, after the word “station- 
house,” to strike out “and other purposes incident thereto” and in- 
sert “or any other public purpose consistent with the health and 
convenience of the people of said city;” so as to read: 

For the erection thereon of a railway passenger station-house or any other pub- 
lic purpose consistent with the health and convenience of the people of said city. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after the word “ exist,’ in line 19, to 


strike out “to compensation on account of the change of use to | 


which the public ground herein authorized to be sold and conveyed 
was originally dedicated by the United States” and insert “ nor shall 
any such change of use be made unless the owners of the lots facing 
the ‘public ground’ lying between Randolph street and Madison 
streeet, to the extent of at least three-fourths of the aggregate linear 
frontage of said lots, shall have given their consent thereto in writ- 
ing;” so as to make the proviso read: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall deprive the owners of contigu- 
ous lots of any valid right or claim, if such exist; nor shall any such change of use 
be made unless the owners of the lots facing the “ public ground” lying between 
Randolph street and Madison street, to the extent of at least three-fourths of the 
aggregate linear frontage of said lots, shall have given their consent thereto in 
writing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think I ought to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate, so that the Senate will vote understandingly, to the point of this 
amendment. The amendment seems to go upon the theory, as the 
bill does, that there are private and personal rights of property in 
these abutters who own in their own right separate and several lots. 
Now this amendment proposes to give the consent of Congress with 
whatever responsibilities may follow from that, inasmuch as Congress 
now owns the fee which is said to have been dedicated to this use, to 
this change of the use of the property, if a certain majority,—three- 
fourths I believe—consent to it. Now if the one-fourth whose con- 
sent is not necessary should insist upon their private rights, the force 


of this act is to deprive them of them nevertheless ; so far as the actio; 

ot Congress is concerned it authorizes that to be done. What will 
| be the responsibility in the way of private bills hereafter for sel oes 
| in behalf of these people, I do not know. Of course I take it aaa 
these private rights are vested once, t hey could hardly be divested } 
the consent of three-fourths in number of people who had sen ir ¥ 
titles and no connection with each other. And so far the ai i een 
be effectual provided there are these private rights that Cone: 
cannot affect, about which I say nothing just now; but I thought 
| right to call the attention of the Senate to the possibilities that mi 
| flow from such a provision. As I said yesterday, I do not expect: 

have my views prevail respecting the impropriety of this legislat 

in general; but at the same time not wishing to retard it at a] 
| thought it due from me as one member of the committee to state : 
the Senate the difficulties that may possibly arise. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. This provision does not interfere 4 
private rights, nor is it intended to. Congress gives its consent th 
the city of Chicago shall change this use, so far as it can give 
consent, upon the application of three-fourths of the property ho 
who are interested in the question. One or two property ho 
| might object, if you said the consent of all should be requisite, ay, 
| the use could not be changed at all; but their rights are not inter. 
| fered with. You have, after all, to buy them out either by a vi lun. 

tary contract with them or by condemning the interest that th 
have. It seems tome that, not to give the consent of Congress unles 
all the adjoining owners agreed, would defeat the very object of tl 
bill, because any person who felt that he could get a very large suy 
from the common council would interpose an objection. I knoy 
there is one person who objects, and of course his lot will have to b 
bought or he will have to be satisfied in some way. All of these pro] 
| erty holders that abut there must be satisfied. It strikes me that i: 
| would defeat the whole object of the bill to require more than three. 
fourths. It was originally two-thirds; but I enlarged it myself t 
three-fourths. , 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. As all the amendments of the committ 
are now disposed of, I move to add as an additional section the folloy 
| ing: 
| rc. 2. Nothing in this-act contained shall be held to impair or in any wa 
affect the right or title of the United States in or to block 1, or the streets or wat 
| surrounding it, in said Fort Dearborn addition to Chicago. 
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The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I have two amendments upon which t! 
committee has not passed, but to which I think my friend, the Sena- 
tor from Vermont, will not object. The bill gives ‘‘the consent o: 
the United States that said city may sell and convey so much thereo! 
| of the public ground as is specified. The larger power, in the opin- 
| jon of the committee, embraced the smaller; license to sell and con- 
vey includes a license to lease; but some over-scrupulous persons 
doubt this. Therefore, I move, in line 10, after the word ‘ may,’ t 
insert the words “lease or;” so as to read “ the consent of the United 
| States that said city may lease or sell.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I have another amendment that is in th 
| interest of the public. At the end of line 15 I move to insert: 


For the joint use of all such railway companies as may be willing to unite: 
equal terms in such lease or purchase and the construction of the said statio 
house by paying their just proportionate share of the cost or expense thereof 


ry 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have not the committee’s print of the bill, but 
the proviso that appears in the original bill from line 15 to line * 
reads : 

That nothing herein contained shall deprive the owners of contiguous lots of an) 
valid right or claim, if such exist, to compensation on account of the change of us 
to which the public ground herein authorized to be sold and conveyed was origi! 
ally dedicated by the United States. 


| That confines the security of private rights to the adjoining lot- 
| owners. 

Mr. THURMAN. The words beginning “to compensation” dows 
| to the words “ United States ” have been stricken out and other lan- 
| guage substituted. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As I said yesterday, a Chicago gentleman named 
Swett, who I am told by my honorable friend from I}inois isa highly 
reputable gentleman in all the respects at least that bear upon this 
question, maintains, I do not know whether wisely, and legally, and 
well, I presume not—— ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Did not our committee pass upon 4s 
views? ie 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, but our committee unhappily,—I wisi | 
were,—is not the end of the law. He maintains that this convey 
ance by the United States will have the effect, supposing it be vale. 
to deprive his clients of existing legal rights. My friend from Illino 
thinks it will not, because he thinks they have not any existing lega. 
rights. I do not know whether they have; I presume they have not: 
but the Constitution has not invested me with the right to decide just 
at this present moment whether they have ornot. They have shown 
in their petition or protest, which I presented yesterday in Lire 

| tion with this bill, that they are trying to assert what they claim to * 
| their legal rights in the courts. Therefore in order to guard the 


| a 


: : : * .: stoalf 
United States against doing injustice and against making itse4 
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jonsible for having done injustice, if it tarns out that there are 


ating any other legal rights, I move to add, after the word “ United 
States Yat the end of the proviso in the print I have before me, the 
SLALCS, * 


words “nor shall this act affect any valid and lawful adverse private 
ords “1 


wht.” That is, I believe, the phrase that is put into all bills of this 
‘ind ‘to guard against misconception. I presume my friend from 


llinois will have no objection. ’ 

“Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I do not want Congress to recognize any- 

thing about this Valentine scrip case; it isso barefaced. The bill 

Joes pot interfere with any private right whatever. 

“Mr. THURMAN. | It cannot. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. It cannot interfere with any private right 

‘all, Ido not want the Congress of the United States to recognize 

at case in any way, and it will be supposed that it does recognize 

“because the Senator from Vermont says that it is upon the appli- 

cation of these Valentine serip men that he makes the motion to 

amend the bill. The idea that Congress ever intended, in the heart 

ofa great city, to allow Valentine, a California speculator, to get 

shese lands is something to which I do not want to give assent. 

“The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WALLACE in the chair.) The 

amendment of the Senator from Vermont will be reported. 

" ‘The CHIEF CLERK. After “ United States,” in line 22, it is proposed 

to insert “nor shall this act affect any valid and lawful adverse pri- 
te right.” 

vr, EDMUNDS. I will add “if any such exists,” so as to preclude 

any recognition, which I certainly did not mean to make, 

Mr, THURMAN. I think it is of no earthly consequence whether 
she amendment is adopted or not. I cannot for the life of me see any 
ae in it, because how a release by the United States of its right to 
insist on the purposes of this dedication can take away any man’s 
private right is a little beyond my comprehension. Ido not see, 
therefore, that Mr. Valentine or anybody else can be injured by the 
simple consent which the United States. gives to an alienation of its 
property by the city of Chicago, the United States not joining in any 
conveyance or making any guarantee or warranty or anything of the 
sort, but simply releasing or waiving its right to insist upon the pur- 
noses of the dedication. I do not know that the amendment will do 
any harm. The truth about it is that the words as they stand, if I 
understand this Valentine claim, if it had any validity, would include 
Valentine. I do not understand that Mr. Valentine has located his 
floating scrip upon the property that was originally a part of the 
Fort Dearborn reservation, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. No, it is upon new lands made by the 
Illinois Central Railroad by its track and filling in. 

Mr. THURMAN. He has endeavored to gobble up with fifty dol- 
lars’ worth of scrip what his counsel say here is worth $5,000,000. I 
am not very much disposed to aid in doing anything of that kind; 
but if it is necessary for him to be protected by anything that is in 
the bill, if he has any claim, he does abut upon the very land to 
which we release our right, and therefore he does come under the 
very terms of the bill as it now stands, and I do not see any neces- 
sity for amending it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The morning hour hasexpired. By 
unanimous consent the Senate will continue the consideration of this 
bill. 

Several SENATORS. Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection, and 
the Indian severalty bill is informally laid aside. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am a little surprised to hear my friend, the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, and the only real barrier 
that stands between private rights and the Treasury of the United 
States and the over-running armies of invasion that always sur- 
round those two things, object to this amendment. 

_AsI said when I offered it, I have no admiration for Mr. Valen- 
tine’s claim as far as I understand it, but I am not able to see, as my 
friend from Ohio apparently seems to see, that I have any right as a 
Senator, if Valentine has any legally existing title to this present 
fort, to deprive him of it because I think so. The Constitution has 
leit it to a different tribunal to do that thing; and if the same expe- 
rience happens to us if we reject this amendment that has happened 
to us a good many times before, if it should turn out, as I hope it will 
not, that these people have got any legal rights by this alleged loca- 
tion, we shall be called upon to respond and shall have to do it. In- 
asmuch as it is said that we have not got anything but a barren title 
and are not to have any part of the three-quarters of a million of 
money that is to be given for it, I thought it due to the protection 
of public interests and to fair play as to private rights to offer pre- 
cisely the amendment that, without objection, and by unanimous 
Consent, on every other bill that has ever been presented of an anal- 
ogous character has been agreed to. 

Py naghone Senator from Ohio is somewhat in danger of being mis- 
ateaeen that the bill as it stands secures the right of Val- 
bill refers at is his name, if he has any right. The language of the 
meakin — hos the existing plat and dedication, as it is called, in 
the Unitea - uttal, refers to those who have bought property from 
old thee ates as a part of the Fort Dearborn addition, and have 
S oa ~— for it, and I think any court would so construe it ; 
sleieene rg b. ye this amendment and explained it, it is for the 
Mr. TELL 16 Senate to say what they will do. 
' ER. Let the amendment be reported. 
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The Carer CLERK. In line 22, after the words “United States,” 
it is proposed to insert “nor shall this act affect any valid and lawful 
adverse private right, if any such exists.” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the yeas and nays on that 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the yeas and nays being ordered, 
I venture to assign my reasons for voting against the amendment. 
The phrase “ rights or remedies, if any,” as suggested in the amend- 
ment, has always been endeared to me since it was incorporated in 
the so-called electoral bill. It was then the child of western genius, 
and now it is the adopted child of the East. “Rights, if any.” I 
commence by making obeisance to the great legal principle preserved 
by that phraseology. 

Had the words suggested by the Senator from Vermont, even with 
out this potential “if any,” been reported by the Judiciary Committee, 
I should see no objection to it, because I agree entirely with the hon 
orable Senator from Ohio, that with or without these words the pend 
ing bill exerts no influence upon the legal rights of any claimant of 
this property except the United States. But the protest having been 
laid upon all our tables, I suppose,—it was laid on mine, yesterday, 
and I listened to a part of it as read by the Secretary of the Senate, 
which protest puts forward a particular claim,—the questionis whether 
the Senate wishes to give to that claim such authority, such effect, 
not in law but for other purposes, as will come from the adoption of 
an amendment in some sort recognizing it. 

I do not know this claimant. I have no right to say, and no wish 
to say, anything disparaging of him. I heard a statement of the 
Senator from Illinois yesterday, in which statement was incorporated 
a decision of the Supreme Court, the Senator from Illinois himself 
holding the pen for the court when that decision was made; and re 
specting that decision, and believing what is said in it, and by the 
Senator, we cannot resist the conclusion that this is rather a desper 
ate claim, a claim which may be wielded by this individual or it may 
not, a claim which may bea tool in the hands of speculators, and pos 
sibly if it were any city except Chicago I should say in the hands of 
strikers; that is what they are sometimes called in other cities, men 
who have some dormant charter, some latent claim, some desperate 
or preposterous thing, which if it can receive countenance somewhere 
so as to give it buoyancy and consideration may be made the means 
of extorting money, of driving a bargain, and sometimes such things 
are so used as to levy blackmail and contributions. As I have said, 
I do not mean to characterize this claim ; I have no right to say any- 
thing to disparage it ; Ihave no power to say anything which legally 
would disparage it; but when I see that the bill leaves it in statu quo, 
that it does not impair it in any regard, I object, upon the presenta 
tion of this claim in the Senate, to the adoption of an amendment 
avowedly for its benefit, putting in special words which may look, 
not perhaps to a court which would see through the thing, but to 
other persons in some other forum, as if here was a serious mare’s 
nest, and which might possibly drive some board of directors or a 
common council or trustees negotiating to think that to extinguish 
this thing, pestilent though they might regard it, they had better give 
a pretty large douceur than to run the risk of being tangled by in 
junctions and ensnarled by litigation and by controversy. 

I know how far the Senator from Vermont would be from offering 
an amendment which would have by any intention of his any such 
effect ; but I submit to the Senate that when the bill saves the rights 
of everybody, and, as I understand it, parts with nothing which be- 
longs to the United States, that is enough. Here is a technical es- 
tate in the United States of no money value. For forty-two years 
this land has been effectually and irrevocably dedicated to the pub- 
lic use. I say irrevocably, because among other things abutting 
owners have bought not only upon a record which dedicated it, not 
only upon a plot which exhibited it, but upon the express sanction 
of the ministers of the Government itself, and therefore no grantor, 
be it a Government that may sometimes assume to be a law unto 
itself, or an individual amenable to law, can ever again be heard to 
say that this property thus dedicated shall be resumed, 

The light-house having been transplanted to another and a distant 
site, there being no possible use of preserving open view and vacancy 
of land, the question is, whether this irrevocably dedicated strip of 
Jand and the much larger area of land artificially and expensively 
made, where once and always before the waters of the lake were, 
shall be kept, as the honorable Senator from Illinois said, with a dog- 
in-the-manger disposition, of no use to anybody, or whether a great 
and growing community shall be permitted to so far change that nse 
as to utilize the property for the benefit of all. I say of all, because 
in this day of incessant locomotion, in this day of railways and rail 
way centers, in the city of Chicago with its conveniences, to alight 
from a car and to get into that car in comfort at all seasons of the 
year, is not only a public use, but a use which concerns every citizen 
of the Republic from its center toits circumference. The whole ques- 
tion is whether such a use, suitable, convenient, needed, shall or shal! 
not be made of a piece of property in which the United States has no 
more money interest than it has in the Hanging Garden of Babylo: 
or the Hundred Gates of Thebes. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is strong enough. 

Mr. CONKLING. Anditistrue,too. Therefore when some Senator 
rises to say that he proposes that the Government shall take tribute 
out of this purchase-money the suggestion gains no sympathy from 
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can be pursued by a great government is to play in any case the part 
of a Sir Giles Overreach, or to attempt by might to overstep those 
barriers which conclude individuals. 

Such being this case, Mr. Valentine being left untouched, and this 
not being Valentine’s day, I am opposed to selecting him and putting 
any buoyancy for any purpose anywhere in a claim which having 
undergone scrutiny in the highest judicial forum has been pronounced 
groundless, and under which, if lunderstand it, Mr. Valentine proposes, 
as the Senator from Ohio has said, with a plantof $50 to cast out his shoe 
over $5,000,000 of property. I have heard sometimes of putting in a 
shoe-string and taking out a tan-yard as typical of speculations, but 
I must think that this piece of enterprise would exceed even that. 
Yet if Mr. Valentine with a scrip can reduce to possessio pedis, or 
something else, five million dollars’ worth of property in Chicago, that 
is the misfortune of Chicago. I donot wish to be art or part in intimi- 
dating, in frightening, in alarming, in suggesting to laymen or any- 
body else, that the claim is any bigger now than it was when some- 
hody caused this pamphlet to be printed and spread around on the 
desis of Senators. I am willing that it should be just as valid as it 
was before that pamphlet came in here; I would resist any amendment 
to cut it off; but I would not like to see proceedings here which any- 
where might have the effect of attaching a fictitious or unreal value 
to this so-called claim. ’ . 

Therefore, I propose for one to adhere to the bill as it was reported 
by the committee, I may say, I think, without trenching upon a rule 
or committing an impropriety, not only after consideration but after 
unusually careful consideration, and as it stands now still further 
defended from the possibility of doing injury by the abundant cau- 
tion which the Senator from Illinois has exhibited in the amend- 
ments he has added. Iam willing to stand there, although I observe 
that in the interest of somebody considerable public attention has 
been drawn to this matter, considerable animadversion has been be- 
stowed upon it, and I believe it has somewhere been denominated as 
a job, asif something improper was involved in it. 

The Senator from Vermont has submitted as a minority of the 
Judiciary Committee his views, of which I say that I think they are 
stated with remarkable candor. I cannot see that any friend of this 
measure has a right to find any fault with the statement which the 
honorable Senator has made; and the effect of that statement is to 
show that the Government has no estate here of any value whatever, 
(if I read this report aright, none at all,) but that inasmuch as these 
parties propose among themselves that a new use shall be imparted 
to this property, it might be well to insist that the United States 
should receive some benefit, some pecuniary advantage, some emolu- 
ment; I know not what word would exactly describe it; recompense 
or payment would not, because that implies that the Government has 
something to part with. I donot think so. On the contrary, I am 
willing that the city of Chicago and the whole people who go and 
come through Chicago, should avail themselves conveniently of a 
piece of property of no value to the Government, which the Govern- 
ment is forever estopped from resuming, and which, as it is now, is 
of very little utility in any way whatever. 

Mr.GARLAND. Mr. President, an interesting question is presented 
under the amendment, in one aspect of the case an important one, 
and I ask the indulgence of the Senate only for a few moments to 
give my views upon it. 

All the points involved in the bill were maturely considered by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, except the point that is now presented 
by the amendment of the honorable Senator from Vermont. The con- 
sideration of that has come into the Senate since the bill was reported, 
upon a protest, a copy of which I have in my hand, signed by Mr. 
Swett, of Chicago, and Curtis, Earle, and Burdett, of the District of 
Columbia, for the parties claimant. After stating in general what 
they conceive to be certain claims upon some of this property, they 
close the petition in this way: 

Under these circumstances we respectfully protest against the passage of any 
law which may tend to obstruct the proper legal tribunals in administering the 
justice demanded by the said claimants, or which may abridge them of any of their 
ights. 
neti shall be deemed best to enact the proposed legislation, we respectfully ask 
that a proviso be inserted which will fully and effectually protect these and all 
other private rights. 

I oarpeee out of abundant caution the attorneys for the claimants 
thought it best to present this paper to Congress. As I understand 
the law and the current decisions without dispute in the courts of 
the United States and the courts of the States, this is unnecessary. 
There are just two ways for the Government of the United States to 
part with its title toland. One is by a grant of Congress, and the 
other is by a patent. It matters not how many grants may be given 
or how many patents may issue to a particular piece of land, it 
affects no existing right upon that land upon the part of any claim- 
ant; he is not compromised a particle; he is not prejudiced in the 
least, because the holder under the grant or patent would be consid- 
ered in a court of equity simply a trustee holding the title for the 
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forty patents would not affect those claims if they have already been 
perfected as far as the party claimant could perfect them. The 
party claimant might simply have to sue somebody else, or he might 
have to change his remedy. If the title goes to the city of Chicago 
or any person else under this proposed law, Mr. Valentine's claim. ov 
a claim under, by, or through him, would simply be to make these 
persons parties to the proceeding, as in the nature of a purchaser 
pending a suit, of property that is in litigation. = 

_ Then while sometimes it is true, as was said by the Senator fr 
Vermont, that these phrases are put in saving the rights of claim. 
ants, it is surplusage, it is unnecessary. You do not affect Mr. Valen. 
tine, you do not put him one inch higher or one inch lower by this 
act. It simply changes possibly the form and the person against 
whom he must seek his remedy. It does not obstruct the legal tri. 
bunals in administering the justice demanded at all. If the pro- 
ceedings are before the Department here the Department has washed 
its hands of it by this grant, and he then has his remedy in the courts 
If they are before the courts they simply have to change the parties 
in the suits, if the suits are pending. ~ 

It, is not worth while to go over all the litigation and all the cases 
thac have been decijled so often and so repeatedly upon this proposi- 
tion. I think the amendment of the Senator from Vermont under 
the state of the case is unnecessary, it is mere surplusage ; it does 
not give Mr. Valentine any better right than he had before. The 
whole question outside of this one proposition was considered 
maturely and at length by the Judiciary Committee, and I think the 
amendment is an unnecessary one. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The distinguished Senator from Illinois yester- 
day, and the still more distinguished Senator from New York to-day, 
have decorated, if I may borrow a phrase of an orator with whom | 
have the pleasure of an acquaintance, my humble minority report as 
an instance of the dog-in-the-manger policy. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the honorable Senator suffer himself to be 
interrupted for one moment ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With pleasure. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish for myself, and for everybody whose re- 
marks I have heard, to disclaim, the understanding of the Senator 
from Vermont. So far from his report being a dog-in-the-manger 
report, if I have read it aright, he makes no objection to this property 
being used in the way and under the circumstances proposed. He 
only says that he wants a portion of the consideration money to come 
to the United States; not even, if I understand it, to enlarge that 
consideration money, but to have the United Statesshare init. That 
is no dog-in-the-manger policy, and therefore the remark can have 
no possible reference, I submit, to the honorable Senator or to his 
minority report. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not feel hurt by whatever application could 
be made of the remark, although I certainly understood it in that 
sense, or I should not have referred to it, because it is of no possible 
consequence to the Senate, I suppose, what may be the particular at- 
titude in which I may happen to be viewed by anybody, and it isnot 
of very great consequence probably to the public at large. I shall 
try to do my small duty in the best way I can. 

It strikes me, on the main question about the price for which this 
is to be sold, that if a man who has a right of way across my farm, 
that I have granted to him and agreed that I will put no buildings 
upon that property, although I may raise, if I choose, as the United 
States may, potatoes or cabbages for the Chicago market upon it, 
afterward comes to me and says, as the city of Chicago does to Con- 
gress now, “I have got a right to have you keep that ground open, 
and I have a right to pass over it and across it, and to have a view 
over it, but I have found a man who is willing to put up a grist-mill 
for the benefit of all this farming neighborhood on that very spot, 
and I can get $10,000 for these five acres of land if I only owned it to 
sell to him; I cannot sell him my right of passage for a grist-mill be 
cause a grist-mill cannot be built on a right to cross or a right to 
view ; those foundations would not be very good as you may imag- 
ine. Now, just give up to me the title to the property and I will sell 
it for the grist-mill. My title is as barren of value as a purpose 
of sale as yours is; you cannot sell it for a grist-mill and get anything 
for it for the reason that the man having bought the land would have 
no right to put up the grist-mill. I cannot sell my interest, and that is 
the right to pass over, for anything because the man who bought the 
right to pass over just as if he had bought your land without my 
consent could not have any right to put up a grist-mill.” As I look 
at it, with great respect to the majority of the committee, (I ae 
probably presume that I am wrong and that the Senate will ~e 
am,) that is a fair statement of the case. The city of Chicago, = - 
represents the public, the abutters if they represent their private 
rights, as of course they do, have a property interest in the nature 
of an easement over this property, I will assume, and I think they 
have. That property interest is not worth a dollar. They could es 
sell it for a dollar to any human being altogether or separately. The 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. They would object, they say; although it is said, 
“1 | believe truly, as I have stated in the very brief statement of 
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an oe I submitted, that the owners of this adjoining property, 
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Ms » jots around it, would have their property increased in value by 
hnilding it up for any kind of a commercial business purpose. It is 
ight at the mouth of the river, in the heart now of the great tumult 
of activity that belongs to the city. Their property would be in- 
reased in value 25 or 30 per cent., I have not the least doubt; yet 
they have a right probably to stand up and say “we have got this 
oht of view, and unless we can be paid we will not give up the 

’ and that it is not an answer, and I doubt if it is, to say “ it 
bea benefit to you,” because if it be an absolute right of view or 
" sage, if we care anything about the property of private citizens, 
ive cannot deprive them of it unless it be done under a State law or 
a United States law of condemnation for public purposes, which is 
itside of this measure. o . i ; 
Mr. JONES, of Florida, Will the Senator from Vermont permit 
me to ask him a question? Then I understand that his amendment 
will apply as Well to the rights of the adjoining proprietors of this 
»roverty as to the Valentine claim ? 

“Mr, EDMUNDS. Most certainly. ; 

Mr, THURMAN. But they are already provided for. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No. My friend from Ohio, with great respect, I 
jear ismistaken aboutthat. The bill not only provides that we mere- 
y release Whatever right the United States has in it (if it stopped 
chere they would be provided for) but it says that the consent, 
which is merely another word for authority, of the United States is 
viven to this grantee to devote that property to a different use from 
tl at to which it is now subjected, if three-fourths of the abutters 
are willing to consent. Suppose the other fourth are not, how are 
their rights protected? If they sue, here comes the act of Congress 
which says that Congress had the dominating authority over this 
property, it has chosen to authorize this change whether you, one- 
fourth, consent or not. I wish to make a general provision, not 
merely as to Valentine, although I will say as to Valentine, as I have 
said before, Without any present belief in the validity of his claim, I 
think that the Constitution has not authorized me to denounce it 
and condemn itin this way when he has suits pending in the judicial 
ourts of the United States to assert it. Therefore I say that I think 
the Senate not only as in respect to him but asin respect to every 
man there, and there are a great many interests, and every corpora- 
tion, and there are a great many of those, ought to say that we do 

t intend by this action of ours to deprive any man of whatever 
he law now gives him. That is what we are most careful to say in 

lother bills. I know the respect that is due great corporations, 

h as were referred to this morning in the amendment offered by 
e Senator from Illinois; but whatever the Senate does in respect of 
s sale, and as I have no expectation to preserve to the United 
States any share in this property, which as it is is good for nothing 
to them and as it is good for nothing to other people who are going 

'get the money for it, I did suppose that the amendment which I 
have now offered would be satisfactory to the chairman of the com- 

ttee and to the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I much prefer to vote upon the ques- 
tion rather than to detain the Senate by any argument ; but I desire to 

all the attention of the Senate to one suggestion made by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont. He says that the city of Chicago could not sell 
this land without the consent of the Government for any sum of 
money, nor could they derive any benefit from it. The reason for 
that isthat the Government of the United States has the fee in the 
soil. True, the fee is in the Government, but the dedication of the 
‘and by the Government for the use expressed deprives the Govern- 
ment from any right that is of any value to it in the sense of obtain- 
hg any consideration for it. The Senator from Vermont says the 
city of Chicago could not sell it for any sum of money. Neither 
ould the Government of the United States; and the only interest the 
Sovernment of the United States has in this property is simply the 
lee, a8 I have stated, without the power to sell or lease or to do any- 
thing with it except that it may consent to change the use. That is 

there is in this proposition, and all the question there is in this 
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I must confess that I have been somewhat surprised to see the op- 
position made to it, and the remarks that have been made outside of 
this Chamber, when it is a proposition consented to by nearly every- 
body in the city of Chicago as well as the State of Illinois. It is de- 
sired on the part of a large majority of the people represented by my 
colleague and myself. There are but two reasons that would ordi- 
narily be urged by some people for not changing this use. One is the 
reason that would be given by the gentlemen who are attorneys for 
_ Valentine-serip location, as it is called, and the other one, which 
waite Poe from Vermont has not had brought to his notice, but 
esha an be do, and that is the pleasure of one of the Chicago 
mars 4 he s—the only use the ground is now put to, which may 

Mr ‘CONKI, an important matter to the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr ae Is that a base-ball club? ; 
fen Reet aatitan Yes, a base-ball club. The ground is sometimes used 
“ Jarge political meetings that gather on these lots that are fenced 
‘D tor the use of the base-ball club. This is the < nly use made of it 
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except merely to allow the people to look over it or across it on the 
beauties of the lake. The park which is used for the benefit of the 
public is south of Madison street, and on which rests the exposition 
building. 

I do not wish to discuss the legal proposition which has been dis- 
cussed so ably on both sides. My colleague has made a report which 
covers the whole question, so far as the legal aspect of the case is con- 
cerned, as well as the justice of the case. I did not wish to say any- 
thing which wouldimproperly characterize the opposition of persons 
outside who desire to defeat this bill; but their opposition is not in 
the interest of the public; it is not in the interest of the city of 
Chicago; it is not in the interest of the people of Ilinois; it is not 
in the interest of the people generally ; but this bill is in the interest 
of the general public, and is one which will be beneficial to the whole 
country, and certainly can be no detriment to any one. 

So far as the provisions of the bill in reference to the rights of 
individuals are concerned, all rights are protected. It was well said 
by the Senator from Arkansas that Congress has not power to-day to 
legislate the right any individual has lawfully acquired out of his 
hands. All the legislation that could be passed by Congress could 
not affect the rights of individua's which lawfully exist in this prop- 
erty, if they have any rights. Their rights would be pressed to the 
courts. SoI think the amendment proposed is an immaterial one, 
and performs no offise except merely the one suggested by the pro- 
test, a mere naked suggestion that there might rest in some far-reach- 
ing imagination a mere possibility of some hidden, mysterious claim 
that may have floated over this property. Sir, this bill is a proper 
one, and as now amended is ample to protect all rights that may 
exist, and I hope it will pass without further amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont, upon which the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

Mr. INGALLS. The amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont is so obviously right and so entirely in accordance with the 
law as it now exists, as I understand it, that I should hesitate to vote 
against it were it not for the fact that I am confident it would not 
change the status of any of the parties concerned in the bill. The 
fifth article of amendment to the Constitution provides that no per- 
son shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process 
of law; and I think the courts have repeatedly held thata legislative 
enactment is not due process of law. I shall therefore vote against 
the amendment. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MORRILL, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. BLAINE. ] 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 9, nays 39; as follows: 


YEAS—9. 
Anthony, Jones of Florida, Morgan, Saulsbury, 
Blair, McMillan, Platt, reller. 
Edmunds, 

NAYS—39. 
Allison, Eaton, Kirkwood, Slater, 
Beck, Farley, Lamar, Thurman, 
Burnside, Garland, Logan, Vance, 
Butler, Groome, McDonald, Vest, 
Call, Hampton, Pendleton, Voorhees, 
Cameron of Wis., Harris, -lumb Walker, 
Coke, Ingalls, Pagh, Wallace, 
Conkling, Johnston, Ransom Williams 
Davis of Dlinois, Jonas, Rollins, Windom. 
Dawes, Kellogg, Saunders 

ABSENT—22. 

Bailey, Cameron of Pa., Hereford, Maxey, 
Baldwin, Carpenter, Hill of Colorado, Morrill, 


Bayard, Cockrell, Hill of Georgia, Paddock, 


Blaine, Davis of W. Va., Hoar, Randolph, 
Booth, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Sharon, 
Brown, Grover, Kernan, Whyte 
Bruce, Hamlin, McPherson, Withers. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The jcint resolution (H. R. No. 362) to authorize the printing of 
50,000 copies of special report of the Commissioner of Agriculture, 
relative to diseases of swine and infectious aml contagious diseases 
incident to other domestic animals, and the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 364) providing for the printing of reports of the Smithsonian 
Institution, and for other purposes, were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred to the Committee on Printing. 

REVOLUTIONARY BATTLEFIELDS. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 1805) relative to revolutionary battle- 
fields, reported in lieu of it a bill (S. No. 2126) relative to revolution- 
ary battle-fields, &c.; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I wish to say that that report is not unanimons. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. KERNAN, it was 


Ordered. That James L. Casey be permitted to withdraw from the files of the 
Senate the papers in his pension claim, copies of the same being left on file. 
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THE GENEVA AWARD. 

Mr. GARLAND. I desire to correct the record, Last Monday when 
I reported from the Committee on the Judiciary the Geneva award 
bill, by mistake I suppose in my own statement of the matter, the 
bill that was introduced by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] 
was indefinitely postponed. The order should be that it go on the 
Calendar and that the bill of the committee be regarded as a sub- 
stitute in the nature of an amendment. I wish to correct the record 
by unanimous consent. 

Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. 
be no obj ction. 


That correction will be made if there 


LANDS IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 

tion of the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands in 
] 

severalty to Indians on the various reservations and to extend the 
protection of the laws of the States and Territories over the Indians, 
and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. MORGAN. ] 

ml 1. ‘ aa Te T . - 

rhe Chief Clerk read the amendment submitted by Mr. MORGAN, 
as follows: 

Add as a new section: er 

Src. 10. That the Secretary of the Interior shall cause to be established at each 
Indian agency on the reservations included in the provisions of section 1 of this 
act a system of continuous registration of the members of each tribe by families, 
as the family is recognized in civilized society : Provided, That where the head of 
any family is a husband having more than one wife, such wives shall be registered 
in the order in which they were taken in marriage ; and all such wives of the polyg- 
amic family shall inherit property as daughters ; but after the first registration no 
man shall have registered more than one living wife ; and all polygamic marriages 
contracted subsequent to the first registration shall be void for all the purposes of 
registration and inheritance under the provisions of this act 


Mr. INGALLS. Why does the Senator from Alabama attempt to 
establish the relationship of father and daughter between the polyg- 
amous wives, rather than daughter and parent, or grandmother, or 
cousin, or aunt? 


Mr. MORGAN. 






When the head of an Indian family who has re- 





| power of State courts to punish offense 
| s0, whether we can do it? 


| plurality of wives in accordance with the customs of the countr 


| jurisdiction over—that depends on the State constitution and laws— 


| amendment. 


many of the Indians have two wives, I do not see that the 
can object to the amendment. 

Mr. COKE. I have not consulted with any other member of 
committee ; but so far as I am concerned, I have no objection to 


to 


committee 


the 
¢ 


> 7 . . 
Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator from Colorado whether ;: 
I understood his explanation, this is an amendment which limits the 
405 bbe 


8 against their laws; and ij 

Mr. TELLER. We provide in section 6 that Indians to whom a}\os 
ments are made shall be subject to the laws, both civil and crimina| 
of the State or Territory in which they may reside. Many of thes 
Indians have a plurality of wives. These wives that they have heen 
married to in accordance with the Indian law, I think they shou 
be allowed to keep if they see fit. If you do not, you will not have 
any allotments to that class of Indians, unless they take them it 
ignorance of what they are to suffer. Iam asking, in reference ¢ 
these Indians, just what the early Christian Church allowed to its 
converts. In the very earliest times, when the heathen who had 





a 


joined the church, he was not required to put them away. I do not 
think these Indians ought to be required to put away their wives 
They ought to be prohibited from marrying any more, but not fro: 
keeping those they have already married. Rh: 1 o 

Mr. HOAR. My point I did not make clear to my friend from ( 
orado. I suppose that Indians upon a reservation in the tribal rela. 


| tion are not within the jurisdiction of the criminal laws of a Stat 


An act of Congress may undoubtedly take away that shield. ya) 
destroy the tribal relation, and very likely do what this statute | 
express terms undertakes to do—that is, subject the Indian to Stati 
law; but it is not because the United States have any authorits 
in the world to extend the operations of State law over anybody 
They cannot enact whom the State may punish, whom it may tal 


at 


| except by the removal of this barrier, just as they admit a foreigner 


ceived a patent for land and who is made a citizen of the State or | 


Territory in which he lives dies, the inheritance of some of these 
wives under the laws of the State or Territory may be attended with 
very great difficulties under the bill as it stands. 

Mr. INGALLS. Why, Mr. President, the bill provides that each 
member of a family other than the head, as I understand it, shall be 
entitled to one-eighth of a section, without attempting to discrimi- 
nate between wives, or daughters, or any other relatives. It seems 
to me that the amendment is very objectionable in the first place as 
recognizing the validity and sanctioning the legality of these rela- 
tionships that ought not to be recognized at all. And in the second 
place it is unnecessary because being members of the Indian’s family 
they are already provided for in the existing provisions of the bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. They are already provided for in the bill in refer- 
ence to land to which a head-right is given, but no provision is made 
in reference to lands taken by the head of the family when the laws 
of the Territory or State shall operate after the death of the Indian 
for the transmission of these lands to his or her heirs. The laws of 
descents and distribution of the different States are adopted by the 
bill as being the law which must govern in the disposal of this prop- 
erty after the death of the Indian. It is, therefore, necessary to pro- 
vide some law by which several wives may be enabled to inherit from 
the head of the family, unless we intend to cut them off entirely. I 
submit to the honorable Senator from Kansas, however, that we 
recognize practically the polygamous relation among the Indians. 
We have no law prohibiting polygamy among them and we recognize 
the Indian governments in all these tribes as between themselves ; 
we have done so in numerous instances, both in criminal and civil 
matters; therefore it is necessary, when we transfer them to a 
different jurisdiction on the establishment of civilization, that we 
should do so under such conditions as will enable them to inherit from 
each other without embarrassment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Alabama. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. TELLER. I move to amend, in section 6, line 6, after the word 
“reside,” by inserting : 

Provided, That no Indian shall be punished for polygamy who, at the time of 


such allotment, was practicing the same in accordance with the usage or custom of 
the tribe to which he belonged. 


Mr. ALLISON. 
any body. 

Mr. TELLER. The provision of the bill is that they shall be sub- 
ject to the State laws, and the laws of the States punish polygamy. 
Therefore, unless you intend to punish the Indians who are now prac- 
ticing polygamy in accordance with their laws and their religious 
ideas the moment they become the owners of land by allotment, this 
ought to be put in. They are subject to the State laws from the mo- 
ment the land is allotted to them, and those who are not within the 
States but are within the Indian Territory are to be subject, accord- 
ing to the chairman’s statement yesterday, to the laws of Kansas, and 
the laws of Kansas do not allow a man to have more than one wife, 
and as we learned from the Senator from Kansas yesterday that very 


There is no provision in this bill for punishing 


| reason is subject to it. 


by naturalization; and the moment he is naturalized he is subject ti 
the State laws that apply to citizens. But having done that, we cer. 
tainly, as it seems to me, have no constitutional authority to say that 
a State shall not punish an offense committed by anybody who for any 
We could not ina naturalization law say that 


| Turks should be admitted to be naturalized citizens hereafter, but that 
| they should not be punished by the law of any State for polygamy or 


| adultery if they brought over their plural wives with them. 


So it 
you make an Indian subject to the law of the State, it is not by limiti 
or by extending the operation of that law ; it is by taking away from 
the Indian the tribal character ; but you cannot constitutionally take 
away from the Indian the tribal character and say, provided, however 
that a certain fact shall be hereafter a defense to him against the State 
law which is not a defense to anybody else. 

Mr. TELLER. The chairman of the committee announced that 
was not the purpose of this bill to destroy the tribal relation. | 
differed with the committee, and thought it did destroy the tribal re- 
lation; but if it does not destroy the tribal relation, then my amend- 
ment ought to be adopted, because then the shield may be partially 
withdrawn or wholly withdrawn at the willof the Government. The 
Government may say, we will allow you to punish for a certain char- 
acter of offenses, and for a certain other character of offenses we will 
not. Of course if the tribal:relation is absolutely annulled, then | 
think there is point in the suggestion made by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts; but the bill proceeds upon the theory that the tribal rela- 
tion is not dissolved. I understand the chairman says he accepts 





| the amendment. 


Mr. COKE. I understand that for polygamous practices in ac- 
cordance with the laws and customs of the tribes occurring anterior 
to the date of the allotments there is no punishment under this 
amendment. 

Mr. TELLER. That is it. 

Mr. COKE. With that understanding I see no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. COCKRELL in the chair.) If ther 
is no objection the amendment is agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VEST. I offerthe following amendment : after the word “ pro- 
vided,” in line 19 of section 5, insert: 

And the laws of the State of Kansas regulating the descent, alienation, partition 
and distribution of real estate shall, so far as practicable, apply to all lands in the 
Indian Territory which may be allotted in severalty under the provisions of this act. 

Mr. MORGAN. I should like to have the honorable Senator es 
plain what is meant by “so far as practicable.” I do not understane 
that language. ‘ ; 

Mr. VEST. We extend to the Indians in the Indian Territory the 
laws of descent provided for by the State of Kansas wherever these 
statutes can be practically operative as to descents between father 
and child, as to the partition of estates, &c., and I think they should 
apply in the Indian Territory. I prefer that the laws of the ae 
Kansas should apply to this land, because Kansas extends along the 
border of the Indian Territory for a much longer distance than any 
other State. The State of Arkansas and the State of Missouri both 


The Chair will put the question ou 
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lioin this Territory, but the State of Kansas borders for a longer | which Indians could get along better than they could under the 
Wj - 


tance upon the Territory than they do. 

Mi MOR GAN. Isuppose by the substitution of the word “ appli- 
hie” for “ practicable ” it would come nearer the idea. 

“\te VEST. I used the word “ practicable ” because it was doubtful 
ather “ applicable ” would be sufficient. These laws are to operate 


co far as they can be put into actual practice. 

heard a good d leal from the Senator from Alabama upon the 
polygat ny. I do not think we ought now to legislate on that 

_ Itis avery serious one. W hether the Government of the 
ited States has recognized it as a sort of a re ligion in the Indian 

ferritory, © r not, I shi ill not now disc USS, | At any rate I do not choose 

-e any legislative action on the subject now. I believe it does 
1 some of these tribes, and if it does I only propose to apply to 


ect ol 


i al * I can the statutes of civilization. 
Mr. MORGAN, As I shall vote for the amendment of the Senator 
fn Missouri, I am compelled to confess that I do not know what I 


» voting for, for I have not studied the laws of Kansas, nor the laws 
{ Arkansas or Missouri or Texas, or any of the neighboring States, to 
. » what laws we are imposi ng on these In \dians in the distri- 

of their property and the descent of their real estate. Weare 
wpelled to act in the dark. I suppose the honorable Senator from 
Kansas, if he would explain the w hole system of iaws of that State, 
t be able to satisfy the Senate that it was a be tter system than 


‘ ayecema or any contiguous State or any system we might adopt 


ives: but I think we are rushing rather headlong and rashly into | 


% creat question to undertake to provide for so large a Territory 
ws the Indian Territory, with the enormous population that is there 
nd that is to assemble there hereafter, what shall be the law of 
lescent and distribution, when I think the large majority of the Sen- 

s have not had a moment’s time for the consideration of this 
iestion, and do not know anything aboutit. I cannot force myself 
o vote for a law of this magnitude and this importance without hav- 

t least some information and some time to inform myself as to 
the law is on which my vote is to be taken. 
Mr. VEST. The laws of the State of Kansas are about like those 
own State and all the Western States in regard to descent and 


A al 








n—father, mother, brothers anc l sisters and their descend- 
its. Ifthereis any Western State that has any other law of descent, 
I ot aware of it. T hey may differ in some provisions, but with- 
having carefully examined the statutes of Kansas I have no doubt 

st the system. 

PLUMB. I think the proposition of the Senator from Missouri 
simply extends the rule already laid down in the bill by the second 
section, Which provides that these Indians in all their rights and so 

shall be sub ject to the laws, civil as well as criminal, of the Terri- 
tories and States in which they happen to be situated. This is sim- 

prec ng the laws of the State of Kansas not only over the 
Indians within its limits, but similarly over the Indians in the Indian 
lerritory. Weare not here to inquire whether or not the laws of the 
s and Territories in thiol these Indians live are such as we 
hould adopt for them if we had that to do, but we simply say as the 
ndians are there they shall be content with the laws made for white 
nen, executed by white men, and under which white men enjoy their 
rights. That is just what is said by the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri upon this particular point. 
While lam not here to defend the laws of the State of Kansas, I 








— a 








| laws of Kansas. I think the Indians have been removed out of Kan- 


sas pretty rapidly; not many of them remain there now entitled to 
reservations. Many of them have been sent off to the Indian Terri- 
tory, and I suppose the people of Kansas instead of conforming their 
laws to the condition of the Indians have so framed them as to get 
rid of the Indians and adapt them to the white civilization and not 
to Indian civilization. 

I think we are pushing this measure with too much haste, and by 
the time we get through with it we shal l have a web that it will take 
a great many years to unravel unless we repeal it the next session of 
Congress. : 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The subject of the treatment of Indians is a 
subject about which I know nothing at all, and I confess withfrank 
ness after hearing discussions for nearly ten years in this Chamber on 
the subject of how best to manage the Indian tribes of this country, 
that I have never yet seen any man who knew much more about it 
than I did myself. 








Now, in reference to this particular amendment I do not know 
whether it would be a proper amendment or not. It is an attempt, 
just as this whole bill is an attemp*, to upply laws which are proper 
and fitting for civilized life to a class of people who po pone very 
little civilization and some of whom are barbarous and s 

he theory upon which the whole bill is constructed is tl t is 
best to assign to the Indians lands in severalty. tf th +Was a propo 
sition to be applied to men possessing civilization, capable of the 
maintenance of the rights of civilized beings, it would be a — 
theory; but whether it is a practical bill as applied to savages isa ve 

| grave question. But yet this proposition proposes to apply that } rin 
ciple, that theory, to the Indian tribes of this country, without any 
reference to the degree of civilization which any of these tribes may 
have reached. I believe it is generally understood that some of the 
Indians are much more civilized than others: some are inclined to 
pursue settled lives, to have homes, while others roam the forest at 
pleasure, subsisting by hunting and fishing, know nothing of the 
attachments of locality, which generally i ifluer nee the lives and acts 
of civilized men and of the Indian tribes who possess some civilization ; 

| and yet thisis an attempt to apply the same theo ‘the theory of as- 
signing lands in severalty, not only to Indians, but to Indians of 
every degree of civilization. The proposition is that whenever the 
President of the United States shall ascertain that an Indian reserva- 
tion is adapted to agriculture, then there shall be a process to divide 


the lands in severalty to the members of the Indian tribes 
Mr. COKE. ‘The President be, and he hereby is, authorized” 


not ‘ required ’"—* authorized, whenever in his opinion any reserva 
tion of such Indians is advantageous for agricultural purposes, to 
cause said reservation to be surveyed or resurveyed, if necessary, and 
to allot the lands in said reservation in severalty to the Indians 


located thereon.” 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Thatis true. Whenever the lands are adapted 
to agricultural purposes you invest in the President of the United 





| States the power and authority to allot these lands in severalty to 


cau only say that the people of Kansas get along very well under 


anaes I think on the whole they are good enough for the Indians 
¢ Indian Territory, or any other Indians. 

Mr, MORGAN. If we knew what they were we could probably 
cle termine whether they were good or not, but I do not know that 
they are any better for the Indians than the laws of Texas. A Sen- 
ator says, “any of them are good enough.” That is about the prin- 

iple of this matter, that anythi ing is. good enough for an Indian 
without our knowing what it is. Anything at all is good enough for 
not told us what the laws 


v 
W 


im, and yet the Senater from Kansas has 
if descent in Kansas are, 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not care to unfold the volume of statutes and 
take up the time of the Senate, but if the Senator is desirous of 
knowing precisely what that statute is I will refer him to the 

brary, Where he can get the volume and read it 
©. MORGAN, I cannot afford to leave the Senate Chamber while 





alls il ‘lis under consideration to go to the Library to hunt up a sab- 
ject that I do not know anything : about, and perb: ips it might take 
ne & week to understand it if I had access to the preper beaien, 


{ » 1 
ne section of this bill gives to the Indians the benefit, if you may 


so term it, of the laws of the States and Territories in which they are 
toun d. There is some principle in that. A man ou; ight to be governed 
é laws of the Te rritory in which he is found when he is brought 
1 the reach of the power of the law of the United States, 
whether it is local or general; but when you undertake to extend 
over that man the law of a territory in which as is not found it is 
mh oming on the part of a deliberative body 1 like this to understand 
' rat the law is that we propose to impose upon him, and whether 
‘tis applicable in its provisions and in its principles to the Indians 
of that territory. The Senator from Kansas s says the people of Kan- 
Sas get along well enough under their laws. I see that they do, but 
* answer is that the people of Kansas are not Indians. Pe rhaps 
there may be some other system of laws in Texas orelsewhere under 


the Indian tribes. It is character and condition of the lands that 
becomes the test for the President. There is nothing here that vests 
the President with discretion as to the character 6f the Indians, but 
it authorizes him, upon being satistied that the lands are adapted to 
agricultural purposes, to proceed to divide these lands and assign 
them in severalty to the Indians. If the theory itself is right, then 
the President ought to be authorized, when in his judgment a de ree 
of civilization has been reached in any tribe to warrang and justify 
such an allotment, to proceed to make the allotment; but there is 
nothing of that kind. If you say the discretion is invested by the 
bill in that regard, certainly it is implied discretion, for there is no 
express discretion given in that regard. 


But after doing that, after determining first that the Indians shall 


t 
| have land assigned to them, you then come to the further provision 


of this bill, that the Indians themselves must determine the question. 
Whenever that is done a man who desires this allotment to take place 
ler tl may make some money out of it will not have much 
difficulty in getting the consent of the Indians to a proposition of 
that character. I fear that unless we pass this bill upon the theory 
that there must be a certain degree of civilization of the Indian 
tribes, and a certain amount of intelligence possessed by them in ref- 
erence to their rights, by this process we are subjecting the Indians 
to be deprived of their rights by parties who may seek to deprive 
them or get the advantage of them in some way 
I perhaps shall vote for this bill becanse it has had the considera- 
tion of an intelligent committee of this body, not, however, because 
I am satistied it is right; I shall have to yield my judgment to that of 
the committee: but I now take this occasion to express my doubt as 
to the practicability and the wisdom of this bill or of the theory upon 
which it is based. That it would be proper to allow Indians possess- 
ing a proper degree of civilization to hold land in severalty, I do not 
question; I believe that will prove ultimately to be one of the means 
of the civilization of these people by getting them settled on their 
own lands, giving them the advantage of locality which all men‘of 
civilization possess ; but I do doubt, gravely doubt, whether it is prac- 
ticable or proper to attempt to apply the princip les of this bill to 
every description of Indians in this broad land or to all who are set- 
tled on reservations. 


in order tha 
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I simply rose to say this much, because I am about to vote on this 
bill, but I want it understood that I vote for it simply because the 
committee of this body who have been intrusted with the considera- 
tion of this measure have given it their deliberate consideration and 
have come to the conclusion that it is proper, and not because in my 
judgment it is practicable. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Mr. President, I do not know that I can throw 
any light upen this matter. I have not been specially charged with 
the management of Indian affairs in this body by reason of my con- 
nection with any of the standing committees; but my assignment 
to a special committee, of which I have been a member for the last 
eighteen months, has compelled me to study the question to some 
extent, and I confess I am at some loss to know what is the best 
thing to do with this bill. I would like to call the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs to section 5. The scope 
of the bill generally is this: when two-thirds of the Indians of any 
tribe consent to it, the members of the tribe may select certain quan- 
tities of land, as provided in the bill, and hold them in severalty, re- 
ceiving patents for them. If they take those lands, not in a block, 
but as they probably will, one Indian making a selection here and 
another there, leaving unselected portions of land between their se- 
lections, what then? The remaining portion of the bill provides that 
the unselected lands may be sold by the Government, and the money 
applied to the use of the Indians. What will probably be the ettect 
of that? The unselected lands lying between those selected by the 
Indians will be bought by white men and settled on by them, leaving 
an Indian farm upon one side and the other side and a white man’s 
farm between, thus dotting the reservation over in that way with 
farms held by Indians and held by white mea. 

Now, the question I want to ask of the chairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs is, has that committee carefully considered the 
probable effect of that condition of affairs? It is well known, and 
unfortunately so, that all white men are not good men, and it is sup- 
posed by some people living in the eastern part of our country that 
that is especially true of western white men. Whether that be cor- 
rect or not, lam not disposed here now to question. But suppose 
that the parcels unselected by the Indians shall be sold and settled 
upon by white men, and those white men should be occasionally men 
who drink or sell whisky, to which unfortunately the Indians as well 
as the whites are addicted, or they should be white men having other 
bad habits as well, has the Indian Committee carefully considered 
whether or not in providing, as I understand this bill does, for that 
conditéon of affairs, they are in reality not providing for the advance- 
ment of the Indians? If the selections to be made by them were to 
be made in block so that they appropriated all or a portion of their 
reservation, leaving a portion to be sold outside, it would not have 
the necessary effect of introducing white farmers among them; and 
that would relieve me somewhat of my embarrassment. 

I propose to submit to the chairman of the committee this amend- 
ment and ask him what he would conceive of the propriety of having 
it made: In section 5, commencing on line 19, strike out all after the 
word “further” in line 19, down to and including the word “tribe” 
in line 23, and insert these words: 

That at any time after lands have been allotted to all the Indians of any tribe 
as herein provided, it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Interior to negotiate 
with such Indian tribe for the purchase of such portion of the reservation that 
has not been allotted as such tribe from time to time may consent to sell. 

That language would leave it optional with the tribes not to sell 
these parcels of land interposed between the selections made by the 
Indians. It would not compel them to sell all the unselected land at 
one time. It would enable them to sell a portion of the reservation 
in which there were no allotments made to Indians, reserving those 
portions lying between the allotments made toIndians. That would 
relieve me to some extent of the embarassment I feel in voting for 
this bill. 

If I have made myself understood, I shall be glad to hear from the 
chairman of the committee what he thinks about it. 

Mr. COKE. I think I understand the Senator from Iowa. So far 
as Lam permitted to speak of what took place in the committee, I 
can say that this subject has been discussed among the members of 
the committee, and while I do not remember any specific agreement 
arrived at between them on the subject, I know that the bill was re- 
ported with the understanding that the conditions stated by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa might exist, to wit, that the Indians might select 
their lands on different portions of the reservation, leaving unselected 
intervals which would become public land. Such was my understand- 
ing, and I think the record of the debate on the Ute bill shows tha 
that was the understanding with reference to the agreement provided 
for in that bill. I have had no opportunity of consulting other mem- 
bers of the committee in reference to the amendment proposed by the 
honorable Senator from Iowa. I do not feel prepared to accept it 
unless it shall be deemed advisable. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CocKRELL in the chair.) The 
question now before the Senate is the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, [Mr. Vest.}] It is not in order to entertain the 
amendment of the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Kirnkwoop] until the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri is disposed of, as it is not 
an amendment to the amendment. The question is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ASO, Now I hope the amendment of my colleague wil] 
be read. : F . 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. I offer it, and if the Senate will indulge me ] 

. r . : = ? : . . - ail 
will endeavor again to explain very briefly just what I mean Let 
ve eat ae] 


my amendment be first read. 
The ChiefClerk read the amendment of Mr. KinKwoop, which was 
after the word “ further,” in section 5, line 9, to strike out all dows 
to and including the word “tribe,” in line 23, and to insert : : 
That at any time after lands have been allotted to all the Indians of any ty 
herein provided, it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Interior to hevor;, 
with such Indian tribe for the purchase of such portions of its reservation as 
not been allotted as such tribe shall from time to time consent to sell. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. My idea, Mr. President, and I'would be glad if 
it is not asking too much to have the attention of Senators to it for g 
moment, is this: if the amendment prevails, the sale of any portion 
of a reservation will not be had until the Indians have selected for 
themselves, to be held in severalty by them, the portions that they 
are entitled to seiect under this bill. If in making those selections 
they leave scattered around among them small parcels that might be 
settled upon by other persons, and a large body outside of their selec. 
tions, I propose that it shall be legitimate and proper for them to re. 
tain these small portions lying interspersed among their farms in their 
own name and hold them without sale, so as to prevent the settle- 
ment in among them, for a good many years to come at least, of white 
settlers, leaving them at liberty to sell, if they desire to sell, any 
land outside their selection that might be sold without mingling 
among them white settlers. That is the purpose of it, and therefore 
I insert the language that these negotiations may be for sales from 
time to time of such portions of the unselected land as they may 
choose to offer for sale. : 
I can make it perfectly plain, I think; I know it is plain to myself 
ition consists of 100,000 acres, and under 





For instance, suppose a reserv 
this bill the Indians taking detached parcels in the south half, or 
north half, or west half, or east half of their reservation select 40,000 
acres, leaving 60,000 on which they have not settled. Of those 60,000 
acres 10,000 are interspersed in small lets among the selections they 
have made and 50,000 lie outside in a block. I think it is wiser for 
them to retain the 10,000 acres interspersed among the selections made 
by them, and not to permit those lands to be sold to and settled by 
white men, at least until they have advanced further than they are 
already advanced in civilization. While I would authorize them to 
negotiate for a sale of that lying outside of their selections if they 
saw fit to do so, I should be disinclined to encourage the sale of these 
detached portions lying between the selections. It brings to my mind 
a fable I read when I was a boy. I learned a good deal by reading 
fables then. 

Somewhere I read of the fable that at the time of high water in a 
stream, a vase of brass and a vase of earthenware were floating down 
the stream not far from each other, and the brazen vessel, using lan- 
guage, as inanimate objects may in fable, desired a nearer approach 
toiton the part of the earthenware vessel, desired to be sociable, 
wanted them to come closer together and get in closer contact with 
each other. The invitation was renewed repeatedly; but the earth- 
enware vessel, after awhile, very respectfully declining to approach 
any nearer, said that while it might be very agreeable to the brazen 
vessel to have a nearer contact, that contact might be fatal to the 
earthenware vessel. There is something of that, I am afraid, in this 
bringing the white man and the Indian into close contact with each 
other. It would make this bill much more palatable to me if the 
amendment I have offered, which does not stand in the way of the 
general principle involved in the bill, could be adopted. 

I will say another thing while I am up, and relieve the Senate then 
from any further trespass on my part. In thinking this matter over 
I have thought that we are not beginning at the right end precisely 
in this bill. If my advice had been embodied in this bill, I would 
have provided for something like this condition of things: I can 
illustrate what I mean by two tribes in Nebraska, the Omahas and 
the Winnebagoes. They are both quite well advanced for Indians in 
civilization. The fear they have to-day, the fear that haunts them 
every day, is that they may be at some future time dispossessed ot 
their reservation, they holding either by executive order or by treaty 
the land they do hold; and the fear that that may come prevents 
many of them from going forward and making farms and improve- 
ments. In case they should by any means be compelled to leave tuetl 
land, it would foree upon them the alternative either of abandoning 
their tribe or abandoning the improvements they had made. I think 
if we gave to certain of the tribes, like the Winnebagoes and the 
Omahas and the Poncas, a title—by that I mean a title in fee—to their 
reservation, so that they would know when they made their seiec- 
tions of their farms that they could hold them as against all the 
world, we should be moving more rapidly in the direction we want 
to go than we shall under this bill. If they had the same title to 
their land that the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] and I 
have to our land, they would not depend upon Congress for the pro- 
tection of it, but upon the courts of the country. 

Mr. DAWES. My colleague upon the Ponea committee knows, I 
think, that that is the experience of the Poncas, I am sorry to say. 
When the Government granted to the Poneas their land by metes 
and bounds, they did have a title to it; but the United States does 
not treat them as if they had a title to it. 
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Mr KIRKWOOD. I do not understand that they have a title to | may not as he sees fit. It seems to me the committee cannot object 
,ench as the Senator from Massachusetts has to his and I have to} to the amendment. _ 
land. I may be mistaken in that. 2 Mr. ALLISON. It is what we want. . 
~S DAWES. The Senator is a good lawyer, and I ask him if he Mr. TELLER. If the committee say they will not object to it, I 
had n , other title to his farm than a deed which contained these op- | shall say nothing further about it. oS 
po . words by metes and bounds “ for a consideration I cede and The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
— ish the following tract of land to the Senator from Iowa,” | of the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. TELLER. ] 
ner not think he would have a title to hold his lands? The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr KIRKWOOD. I can very well imagine that the Senator from Mr. MORGAN. I offer the following amendment: In section 1, 
Massachusetts has been so absorbed in the matter of the Ponca In- line 13, after the word “section,” insert “and in addition one sec- 
viens for some time past that it is impossible for him to consider any | tion of land adapted to grazing, to be set apart by the locating agent 
aqestion connected with Indians without connecting it with the hereinafter mentioned, . 
Doneas. The time may come when the question that he suggests to hat provision is to apply to that part of the bill which relates to 
chee be discussed before the Senate, and it may be that when that | locations in favor of the heads of families. Those familiar with the 
pe shall come I shall have something to say upon it. It is sufficient | western country know very well that to set apart to an Indian one- 
-y ay in the mean time that that question has been referred to our | fourth, or one-eighth, or one-sixth of a section of this land amounts 
‘aw committee, something over a year ago, the Judiciary Committee to no contribution to his prosperity at all. Less than a section of 
of this body, composed of as able lawyers as there are in it, whether land to the head of a family for grazing purposes is really of no value, 
wore able lawyers than the Senator from Massachusetts I will no and the object of the amendment is to authorize the Secretary, in ad 
aay, but certainly much more able lawyers than I am, and when they | dition to the quarter section of agricultural lands set apart to the 
chall have made their report—— head of a family, to set apart a section of grazing land. 
“Mr. DAWES. What was referred to them? _ Mr. SLATER. I hope that amendment will not be adopted. One 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. The question of the validity of the title of the | of the gravest and most serious objections to the bill is that it gives 
poncas. Then either the Senator from Massachusetts or myself will | too much land now to Indians. The great purpose of Indians in se- 
i geen to be inerror. Knowing how very right he almost always is, | curing land at all is to have the opportunity of roaming and grazing 
[am inclined to think that the error is on my part and not on his; ponies on lands that will furnish natural pasturage. If you restricted 
and yet he may be mistaken and I may be right by possibility. them to one-half what you now allow them in the bill, it would be 
Mr. DAWES. Having drawn that resolution myself, I ought to | much more valuable to the Indians and much better for the country 
know something about it. The inquiry ordered was not whether they | in the end. oh 
had atitle to their lands, but whether they had any means of enfor- Mr. MORGAN. Then the Senator from Oregon ought to oppose the 
bill, if that be his view of it, because in the first section he will find 


hs . 
this provision : 



















cing their title. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I think the one question is involved in the 
her. 
Mr. DAWES. And the committee have slept on it for now over a 
year: and that is not very consoling to the Poncas. 
“Mr. KIRKWOOD. I think it would be difficult to consider one of 
those questions without considering the other; but that is outside of 
the matter we are considering now. I was suggesting to the chair- 
man of the Indian Committee whether it would not have been wiser 
originally to have provided in this bill to give to such tribes as the 
President of the United States might deem it wise to do, an absolute 
title to their reservations, or such portions as he and the Indians 


ot 


And provided further, That where the lands on any reservation are mainly val 
uable for grazing purposes an additional allotment of such grazing lands, in quan 
tities as above provided, shall be made to each individual. 

The bill provides for setting apart grazing land to the Indians. I 
do not think their condition will be improved by giving the head of 
the family, to whom you allot a quarter-section of land, a section of 
grazing land for the benefit of the family. I do not think it is any 
objection to the roaming feature of this bill, of which the Senator 
complains, that we undertake to provide a square mile of land that 
he shall settle. The lands set apart to the Indians under this bill, if 
any should ever be set apart to an Indian under the bill, which I 
have no idea will ever take place, will be agricultural lands; and 
yet in grazing countries where men have to subsist mainly by graz 
ing, we cut them off. An Indian head of a family on a quarter-sec- 
tion of grazing land or an Indian without a family on an eighth of a 
section and a minor child on the sixteenth of a section of grazing 
land cannot get along; and what will become of all the rest of the land 
as soon as the Indians are all located and the allotments are made? 
Of course the Indians will be brought together and the other lands 
will be sold, and no reservation of a sufficient quantity of land will 
ever be made; it cannot be made under this bill and the rest will be 
sold, and consequently the Indians will have to starve. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WALLACE in the chair.) The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from Alabama. [ Mr. 
MORGAN. } 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 3, noes not counted. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to strike out the ninth section of the bill, 
and on that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN. If members of this committee do not desire to pre- 
sent themselves before the country in a responsible way for the ninth 
section they can refuse the yeas and nays, that is all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will put the question again. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask that the ninth section be reported 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The section will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


in the discretion of Congress, or the whim of Congress, or the justice 
or injustice of Congress, but would rest with the courts upon which 
we all depend for the preservation of our property, as well as of our 
lives and liberties. Having thus assured to them that if they chose 
to take lands in severalty and make farms upon them, they could not 
be disturbed, and would not be compelled to choose at any future 
time between the abandonment of the tribe to which they belonged 
or the abandonment of the improvements they had made, I think they 
would be much more surely encouraged to make selections and make 
improvements upon them. 

I have but to say further that the amendment I have offered, while 
Tam not at all tenacious about it, would relieve my own mind to some 
considerable extent of the difficulty I feel in voting for this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. KtrKWoop. ] 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TELLER. I move to amend by inserting in line 5, at the end 
of section 8, after the word “ dollars: ” 


_ The Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to select, with the consent of 
the parents or guardians, any number not exceeding fifty Indian boys, between the 
ages of twelve and twenty years, and to send them tothe Agricultural College of 
( olorado, at Fort Collins, Colorado, thereto be instructed in the primary branches 
of an English education and agriculture, where special instructions shall be given 
to such pupils in agriculture by irrigation. 

Ina very large proportion of the western country occupied by these 
Indians it is impossible to farm, except by irrigation. You may take 
the Indian children from that region—I will take New Mexico, Ari- 
zona, Colorado, Southern Utah, Southern California, and Nevada—and 
bring them to Hampton and Carlisle, and instruct them in all the 
branches of agriculture, as practiced in this country, and they will 
g0 back ignorant of the very first principle of agriculture. . 

The question of irrigation is one that has greatly disturbed even 
the intelligent white men of that country for many years. It was a 
thee time before the white men learned the true theory of putting on 
‘he Water and irrigating their land. It was not until within a few 
— — the people learned just how much water to put on, just 
bs ee it on, and in what manner and method it should be put 
us Now we have an agricultural college at Fort Collins where there 
's @ two-hundred-acre farm where are raised all sorts of crops that 
are cultivated in that region of country. 

Bay ane is not imperative on the Secretary ; it only allows 
md ch ae in his judgment the necessities of the Indians de- 
thet aeauie d there they can send these children, there they can learn 
soni ne a which they must some time, if they are ever 
thebT have = they live, understand. If they farm in the regions 
tion. 1 } iamed they have some day to learn the system of irriga- 

‘ave not made it obligatory ; the Secretary may do it or he 


Sec. 9. That the provisions of this act shall not extend to ary tribe of Indians 
until the consent of two-thirds of the male members twenty-one years of age shall 
be first had and obtained. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, 1 have no doubt that the Senator 
from Alabama could add new petitions by way of amendment to the 
Lord’s Prayer which would be of great advantage to the Christian 
religion. 

Mr. MORGAN. I would amend it if by amending it I conld have 
any hope that the honorable Senator would be included in its bene- 
fits. 

Mr. INGALLS. I have no doubt also that he could add new beati- 
tudes to the Sermon on the Mount, new commandments to the Deca- 
logue, and that in various ways he could contribute to the enlight- 
enment and education of the human race; but why is it necessary to 
attempt to do everything on this bill? 

Mr. MORGAN. I have objected to the bill because it attempted 
everything, and have been trying to amend it so that it will be capa- 
ble of doing something. 

Mr. INGALLS. The debate on this bill began on the 20th day of 
January, and has now been continuing for nearly two weeks. This 
delay has been induced very largely by the efforts of the Senator from 
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Alabama and the Senator from Colorado, who have assiduously and 
sedulously assailed the committee as though they were attempting to 
enforce the exercise of some arbitrary and unconstitutional power in 
regard to the Indians, attempting to deprive them of their rights, and 
as if they were entirely without information on the subject the Sen- 
ate has committed to their charge. 

Now, Mr. President, I have no doubt that the Senators from Ala- 
bama and Colorado are entirely candid and ingenuous in the opposi- 
tion they have offered to this bill and the amendments they have 
propos d: and I may say to them as one member of the committee, 
that I did not give my full assent to this bill. I agreed to its report 
with some misgivings, because I feared that it might not, even if 
adopted, bring about an Indian millennium. 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, if the Senator will allow me, I will state to 
him that if he had obliged the Senate of the United States by making 
that declaration seven or eight days ago, the bill could have been 
passed long since. ; 

Mr. INGALLS. I am unable to see what possible connection that 
can have with the subject under consideration. I was proceeding to 
say that I could not deny that the Indian problem was surrounded 
with difficulty, with a web of tangled and illogical absurdities ; that 
from the beginning it had been tentative and experimental ; that we 
had for two hundred years and more groped and stumbled, making 
experiments that had been abandoned, and that this was merely one 
more effort that had been honestly attempted by the Committee on 
Indian Affairs for the purpose of contributing as far as lay in our 
power to the solution of what every body admits to be a question of 
the highest importance and of almost insurmountable difiiculty. 

I consented to the report of this bill, believing that in the main its 
measures were beneficent, hoping that it might contribute some- 
thing toward solving this great problem. Instead of assisting the 
committee and endeavoring to unite with them in reaching some solu- 
tion of these difficulties, we have been met at every step of the debate 
by the presentation of frivolous suggestions and untenable amend- 
ments, intended apparently to retard progress and to defeat the final 
adoption of the bill. 

Mr. President, it has been said during the progress of this debate 
that this bill would result in the establishment of a landed aristocracy. 
Now, sir, the Indians to-day are the only unadulterated, genuine aris- 
tocracy in this country. They are a peculiar and chosen people, like 
the children of Israel, having hereditary titles and privileges; pos- 
sessing vast uutaxed areas of the public domain, over which they 
roam at will in savage pastime, and, like the old robber barons of the 
Rhine, levying tribute and exactions upon the private citizen and the 
public Treasury with equal success and with impartial rapacity. 
“ They toil not, neither do they spin;” they pay no taxes; they are 
subject to no laws; they burn, murder, and plunder with impunity ; 
they contribute nothing, and never have contributed anything what- 
ever to the welfare of society. Yet they have for generations been 
maintained in insolent idleness or audacious hostility by the volun- 
tary contribution of millions of money annually from the public rev- 
enues. This has not been because they do not possess the capacity 
and intelligence to maintain themselves, for they have on many occa- 
sions given abundant evidence of the possession of both. In many 
sanguinary wars their wild cavalry has matched the trained legions 
of the Republic. In diplomacy within a very short period they have 
shown a brilliant and shining capacity for lying that has never been 
surpassed, so far as I know, by any foreign minister or secretary of 
state. 

Upon the untenanted wilderness of the West, exposed to the rigors 
and vicissitudes of an inhospitable climate, without seed-time or har- 
vest, without trade or manufactures or commerce or agriculture or 
art, without tools or implements, without fabrics, without vehicles 
or machinery or permanent habitations, they have for centuries 
maintained a receding but almost insuperable barrier to the progress 
and advance of American civilization; so that at the expiration of 
more than two centuries of efforts to evangelize, to Christianize, to 
civilize, to exterminate, or to conquer, the American Indian presents 
the same characteristics and exhibits the same problem to-day as that 
which confronted the earliest colonists upon the rock-bound shores 
of Massachusetts Bay. 

They are a persistent and enduring type. They are not a fugitive 
or transitory people. There is nothing about them of the pathos of 
a perishing race, for there are very nearly as many Indians on this 
continent now as when Miles Standish landed on that historic bowlder 
called Plymouth Rock. Notwithstanding the pathetic platitudes 
about extermination and the danger that the red man would soon 
vanish from the face of the earth, the stubborn fact remains that, in 
spite of diseases, wars, exposures, and migrations, there are very 
nearly as many Indians to-day as there were in 1620. 

Now, what are you going todo with them? I ask the Senator from 
Alabama and the Senator from Colorado, who have been for days and 
weeks impeding the progress of this bill, what are you going todo with 
them? It is much easier to be a critic than to be an architect; it is 
much easier to pull down than to construct. I ask these gentlemen 
who are attempting to impede this bill, what do you propose to give 
in place of it? 

r. MORGAN. 


If the honorable Senator will pardon me, if I felt 


towerd the Indians as he has just expressed himself, I would commis- 
sion butchers to go out and kill the last one of them. 
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Mr. INGALLS. I have expressed no sentiments of hostility or 
tagonism to the Indian. I have detailed history and narrated facts 
and I challenge the Senator from Alabama or any other Senator » 
successfully dispute what I have alleged. I am not an advocate > 
butchery ; Iam in favor of some humane policy that shall relieve 
the Treasury from the annual imposition of millions of dollars ¢ 
support these people in unproductive idleness, and I assented to the 
reporting of this bill in the hope that something might be done . 
that direction. 

We are not traveling in anew path. Weare not the pioneers of 1 
new territory, for the British Government in dealing with the Indians 
of the Canadas has been for the last century engaged in precisely the 
same experiment that we are now trying. I heard the Senator from 
Georgia, [ Mr. Brown, ] who is not now present, dwell with approba- 
tion on the humane methods adopted by the Britishin their government 
of the Indians. He forgot to say that the Indians in North America 
under the control of Great Britain had been by successive wars re. 
duced to less than twenty thousand, that for generations the policy of 
gindictive and ferocious extermination had been pursued ; and that 
now, after they had been reduced to comparative insignificance, the 
government was attempting precisely what we are trying to do, to 
civilize, andevangelize,and Christianize the remaining fragments, and 
in some way to evade the embarrassing results of this vexatious prob. 
lem. 

In pursuance of the same general line of policy indicated in this 
bill they have enacted four important statutes, the first in 1857 and 
the last in 1869, having in view the peaceable solution of the Indian 
problem. They have tried the allotment of lands in severalty ; they 
have tried the system of giving lands to Indians in severalty on res- 
ervations, and these projects have all been detinitively abandoned after 
trial as being incapable of successful accomplishment. They found 
that giving land to Indians in severalty resulted in the withdrawal 
from the tribal relations of the best and ablest members of the tribe. 

Mr. TELLER, (in his seat.) Who found that out ? 

Mr. INGALLS. The British in North America found it out. 

Mr. TELLER. They never gave their lands out. 

Mr. INGALLS. They did give them out, and the Senator is as igno- 
rant of history as he is of good manners in denying my statement in 
that way. In 1857 a statute to that effect was passed, which was after 
trial repealed, the result being that under the operations of the law 
the most industrious and intelligent members of the tribe withdrew 
themselves, and their withdrawal was followed by the intrusion of 
characterless whites, so that the condition of the tribe as a mass sub- 
sequently became lowered and degraded. They have also tried the 
allotment of land in severalty upon other conditions, and finally as 
the result of their experience they have come down to this, that when- 
ever any Indian desires to be enfranchised the authorities examine 
him, and if satisfied with the result of their inquiry, he enters upon 
a probationary period of three years. At the expiration of three years, 
if he has exhibited the requisite capacity to manage his own affairs 
and possesses intelligence and good moral character he is definitely 
enfranchised, and a patent is issued giving him a life estate in a de- 
scribed tract of land within the limits of his reservation, which can 
be devised by will to his heirs. The Indians all remain sequestered, 
and white people are kept off the reservation. This system of quali- 
tied citizenship and enfranchisement, accompanied by life interest in 
certain prescribed limits of land, is what has been finally adopted by 
the British Government as the only solution of the Indian question 
so far as they are concerned, 

Inreporting this bill I acted in the light of the experience and obser- 
vations I have had in the past, having been a member of the Indian 
Committee for nearly eight years. I have had correspondence with 
the Indian authorities inCanada, They have sent me various printed 
reports and statistics with regard to the administration of Indian af- 
fairs in the Dominion. I advocate the adoption of this measure, not 
believing that it will be a final determination of the question nor that 
it will set the matter forever at rest, but that it is a step in the right 
direction, that we are following the path that has been trodden be- 
fore, and that it offers in the light of the experience of other nations 
and of other peoples what seems to be the most feasible method ot 
dealing with this great subject to the ultimate advantage both of the 
Indians and of the whites. 

I appeal to the Senator from Alabama and to the Senator from 
Colorado, who I see has his magazine still loaded with ammunition 
for the purpose of firing away at this bill, to let us try the exper! 
ment. Of course no enactment can be made absolutely perfect. We 
must do the best wecan. We want to go in acertain direction toward 
solving this problem. Everybody admits that the bill is right so far 
as it goes. No one has denied that its principal features are meritorious 
and that its design is just. ’ a 

Mr. EATON. Will my friend permit me to ask him a question : I 
have listened with great interest to what he has now been saying, 
and I beg to ask him if this bill follows at all the direction which has 
been pursued by the British Government in Canada? Do you not 
assume at once to make without any previous education these wild 
men citizens, to give them lands in severalty before you educate them 
up to the point that Great Britain has educated the Indians in Can- 
ada? a 

Mr. INGALLS. I think not, because the bill contains @ provision 
that to accept its terms the consent of at least two-thirds of the tribe 
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obtained. Here is a statute, beneficent in its provisions, 
- the whole subject of the relation of the Indian to his tribe 
\ +o the Government. The very fact of consent implies the intel- 
vance, and education, and a desire to change His condition to some 
5 oe different from that which then exists. This, I think, is an an- 
-+¢o the objection suggested by the Senator from Connecticut. 
» this connection I am bound to admit, in view of the crit- 
sions ‘some Senator who has spoken, that I believed when the bill 
~ veported that there was a discretion vested in the President as 
se when this power should be exercised. I see that the lan- 
hill leaves it doubtful whether the discretion of the Pres- 
« not to be exercised merely upon the fact whether the char- 
a the land is agricultural or not. I donot think the discretion 
-he Executive to carry this bill into effect goes far enough. I 
a with the Senator who made the suggestion that there should be 
ntive discretion reaching far beyond the character of the 
ion—a discretion extending to the inquiry whether the In- 
sossess the requisite capacity, moral character, and intelligence 
onder it advisable to try an experiment whose consequences might 
cibly be disastrous and would certainly be irrevocable. 
anneal to the Senate, as this bill has been under such protracted 
+e. whether it is not advisable, ‘n view of the importance of this 
nd of other measures now demanding our attention at this 
dof the session, that we should have a vote upon this meas- 
‘ht. and have done with it. I do not assume that it will set- 
Indian question. I have no doubt that those who come after 
two hundred and sixty years from now, if there shall be so long 
Indian surviving and if this Government shall so long endure, will 
ising just as we are now the Indian problem. I have no idea 
will be settled so long as an Indian exists 
the jurisdiction of the Government; but we are tendering, as 
he organ of the Senate, what seems to us the best that can be done 
the immediate difficulties that surround us now. Letus try 
t fails, we can amend or repealit. If it fails, we can in the 
her measure that perhaps may be more fortunate 
bation ot the Senator from Alabama and the Sen- 
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r from Colorado. 
Mr. MORGAN. President, since I have had the honor to be a 
uber of this body J have listened to a great many speeches evinc- 
¢ a spirit of hostility, a cruel spirit of vengeance, in reference to 
Indians, but I have not heard anything so savage, so merciless, 
( so heartless as that which has emanated from the gentleman who 
as the organ of a committee to whom we have con- 
| the destiny of that unfortunate race of people. If the opinions 
the Indians, their history, their present condition, their morals, 
cir instincts, their aptitudes, and their principles as expressed by 
» Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] are true, then certainly they 
he worst people who have ever inhabited any country in the 
But I cannot believe that they could have existed in contact 
the civilization of the United States since we have been here, 
nd, as he says, have increased their numbers 
Mr. INGALLS. No, I did not say that. 
Mr, MORGAN, Or at least they have maintained their number. 
Mr. INGALLS. I said that very nearly they had maintained their 
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miver, 
Mr. MORGAN. Ii what the Senator says about them could possi- 
ly be t the people of the United States would necessarily have 
een compelled to exterminate them, as the Jews exterminated the 
eathen nations through which they marched after their deliverance 
irom Egyptian bondage, for the mere purpose of removing them as an 
struction to the light of Christianty and civilization. 
1¢ Senator, however, in his attempt to berate these people has 
uconsciously to himself bestowed upon them a great eulogy: that 
the midst of the warfare which he says they have waged upon us 


ve true, 





? that we have waged upon them, and in contact with so many 
ous Ot people as we have in this country who are not at all willing 
put up with insult or wrong from any set of people, they have 
een able to maintain themselves in such numbers and amid so many 
| Wieutes, so many trials, so many killings, so many warfares, is in 
iy opinion the proudest testimonial that ever was borne to arace in 

Le ¥ The Senator says in effect (I do not pretend to quote his 














anguage) that the Indian is incapable of civilization; and yet right 
1 elow his own State, in the Indian Territory, there are five tribes who 
¢ with the gentleman in his civilization, whose codes of laws will 


pare with that of his own State, whose constitution is as good as 





dat of his State, whose institutions are as well applied to Indian 
, a as the laws of Kansas are applied to Anglo-Saxon civili- 
r acion, 
5 Mr. INGALLS, May I interrupt the Senator a moment? I would 
“him if he is aware that the condition of what he calls the civil- 
l ‘ed tribes south of Kansas is largely, if not entirely, due to the 
“usion of other blood than Indian ? © 
s Mr. MORGAN. No, sir 
; _ INGALLS, The Senator from Alabama certainly would not 
l a Boudinot, and Adair, and Pleasants, and Porter, and all that 
» _ “sof intelligent men, to whom I certainly extend the tribute of my 
, Me yawiation, as evidences of Indian civilization? 
beni ORGAN. Indian civilization among the Seminoles, Creeks, 
n “erokees, Chocta 
) “2000 ag it 


has been to the infusion of white blood. Old Sequoiah, 
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the man who invented the Cherokee alphabet, a work which might 
have overtaxed even the genius of the Senator from Kansas, was a 
pure-blooded Indian. They have to-day an alphabet which is the 
foundation of a written and printed language, which is the equal of 
the Greek alphabet in its perfectness in expressing every sound and 
every idea connected with that language. This man, without the 
instruction of a tutor, fell upon the idea of inventing an alphabet 
under circumstances like these: he and other young men were speak 

ing together in reference to the power of the white people to convey 
messages to great distances and have them repeated with perfect 
accuracy and by reading from a piece of paper what had been recorded 
there, and they were wondering how such an accomplishment had 
ever been achieved, when Sequoiah said, ‘‘ I will write in the Indian 
language signs and characters so that when they are transferred to 
a piece of paper and carried a thousand miles an Indian can sit down 
and read them.” Whatever the honorable Senator may be able to 
boast of our race, certainly there is no man in the United States who 
has evinced a higher genius than that man did in working out that 
problem. 

But, sir, the Indians have proved themselves to be both brave and 
magnanimous. I grant you that in jimes of war they follow savayre 
customs in wartare. Throughout all savage countries and among all 
savage peoples warfare has been the means of extermination or the 
infliction of slavery. They have not proved exceptions to their savage 
associates throughout the world in this particular, and we have well 
known it when in many instances we have unjustly provoked them 
to go to war, and because they have used savage methods of warfare 
we have retaliated upon them, making that the excuse for cruelties 
which have been enacted and repeated against them by the people of 
the United States that its history blushes to record. 

If this honorable committee has found a true mouth-piece in the Sen- 
ator from Kansas, then a body of Senators who are the enemies of the 
Indian race are here legislating for them. I think it will shock the 
people of the United States to know that a committee animated by 
such views as the honorable Senator has expressed on this floor to-day 
has been charged with the sacred duty of their guardianship. Does 
the bill come from the motives and sentiments which the honorable 
Senator has uttered here to-day? I never believed it. I thought 
when the chairman of that committee, whom I prize as a man of ex- 
cellence and benevolence, and the other gentlemen who compose it, also 
brought forward a measure for the purpose of benetiting and civiliz- 
ing the Indians, as it was proposed, they did not inaugurate a measure 
which might in their hope result in their extermination. But if the 
measure itself is any explanation of the wishes and purposes of the 
honorable Senator as expressed here to-day, it is designed to bea 
measure of extermination. After the picture that the Senator has 
drawn of the incapacity of the Indian to do anything that is right, or 
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just, or honoroble, is it not a solecism that is absolutely inexplicable 


that they should commit to the Indian the powers conferred in the 
ninth section of the bill? I will read it: 

That the provisions of this act shall not extend to any tribe of Indians until the 
consent of two-thirds of the male members twenty-one years of age shall be first 
had and obtained. 


Go to such a band of men as the Senator has described to get their 
consent to an act of Congress for their government before you receive 
them! Sir, the absurdity of the statement is so gross that it needs 
nocomment. The principle of the ninth section of the bill is wrong 
from top to bottom. It is wrong when it comes to be considered with 
reference to the constitutional powers of the Senate, for there is no 
principle contained in the ninth section except that the Government 
of the United States is empowered through its executive department, 
the Secretary of the Interior or the President as the case may be, to 
go to the Indians and propose a treaty with them. 

I will not stop for the purpose of discussing a matter upon which I 
once expressed my views in the Senate, but if Senators will consult 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States in reference 
to the treaty-making power of the Government they will see that 
the bill takes from the Senate its constitutional jurisdiction of mak- 
ing a treaty with the Indians and transfers it to another part of the 
Government for the purpose of making what is called a contract, or 
else transfers it to both Houses of Congress. I shall not animadvert 
upon that feature of it, however, but it is the impossibility of exe- 
cuting it within any reasonable time, within many years to come, of 
which I complain. It is the fact which I have twice mentioned, and 
it has not been answered or attempted to be answered, that when 
the ninth section is enacted into a law it enables one-third of the In- 
dians of any tribe to prevent any individual in the tribe from taking 
a location in severalty. 

After the law has been ratified it then prevents the sale of the lands 
held in community by the tribe, except by the consent of two-thirds 
of the Indians. Senators who profess to be willing to give lands to 
Indians in severalty are here found leaving not to the Indian him- 
self the opportunity to take the land in severalty and to go upon it, 
but they are giving a minority of one-third of the tribe the power 
to prevent any member of the tribe from accepting lands in severalty 
from the hands of the Government of the United States. As the law 
stands to-day an Indian can go and homestead upon a tract of land, 
but when this bill is enacted into a law it will prevent any Indian 


ws, and Chickasaws is as much due to pure Indian | from going upon a location within his reservation and claiming lands 


in severalty until he can get the consent of two-thirds of his tribe 
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It is much easier to criticise me than it is to answer that proposi- 
tion in this bill. The honorable Senator from Kansas exhibited his 
discretion and his shrewdness too, when he undertook to comment 
upon the fact that I had taken the liberty of expressing my opinions 
upon the floor of the Senate upon the bill rather than upon the prop- 
ositions which I urged before the Senate, and which, time after time, 
I have asked some Senator purposing to enact this bill to insert. No 
gentleman has attempted it; nobody has debated the proposition. 

Mr. COKE. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COKE. The Senator made precisely the same argument in the 
debate upon the Ute bill, and it was answered repeatedly, and the 
answer was overwhelmingly sustained by the vote of the Senate, as 
the debates in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD will show. 

Mr. MORGAN. It seems to be impossible for my friend from Texas 
to get the Ute bill out of his head. Because I made an argument 
upon the Ute bill, exactly in line with the argument that I am now 
making upon the ninth section of this bill, the Senator takes 1t upon 
himself to say that it was answered there and overwhelmingly voted 
against me. Ah, Mr. President, it was not answered, and although 
the vote of the Senate was overwhelmingly against the proposition I 
then advanced, the honorable Senator and the Secretary of the In- 
terior have not got a foot from where they were when the Ute bill 
was enacted. There it stands, an ineffectual measure, except to get 
into the pockets of the Indians some seventy thousand dollars, I be- 
lieve it is, and after they have got the money in their pockets they 
quietly sit down upon the land, and they do not want to go. 

Yes, the celebrated Ute bill, that remarkable abortion, that remark- 
able failure, which the Secretary of the Interior has been afraid to 
bring before the Senate of the United States by his report, so that 
the progress under it might be considered as a test of the probabil- 
ities of ever making any progress under a similar provision in this 
bill, that which has proved an absolute obstruction, that which has 
engaged the attention of this Government for months trying to per- 
suade a tribe of Indians into it who have not intelligence to under- 
stand its principles or propositions at all, is now held up to us asa 
bar against further argumentation ; and yet the Ute bill is as dead 
to-day as it was before it was enacted. You propose to extend to 
every Indian tribe in the United States that very measure which has 
been signalized as a failure in your efforts to give lands to Indians 
in severalty under its provisions. Do we not know how our agents 
have been out in Colorado for months and months past holding con- 
ventions with the Indians, cozening with them, bribing them with 
presents of one sort and another; how a salary has been given to 
Chief Ouray for the purpose of getting his intluence in behalf of it; 
and yet with all the power of the Administration and with all the 
wisdom of the Ute bill, the Senators who advocated it and the officers 
and agents of the Government have not been able to make one inch 
of progress in its execution. 

What was answered in reference to the Ute bill is no answer to this 
bill, which came from the committee in such a degree and shape of 
perfection that it seems that certain gentlemen of that committee 
cannot bear for it to be talked about, and cannot bear to enter into 
any debate in relationtoit. It has been amended and amended upon 
the suggestion of various gentlemen, and to-day, after the amend- 
ments, it isin a very much worse shape than it was when it came 
from the committee. 

The honorable Senator from Kansas, near the conclusion of his 
satire upon the Indians and upon me, referred to the fact that, after 
all, he himself was not very much in favor of reporting this bill. He 
must have supposed that there was something in it beneficial to the 
Indians, otherwise he would not have been favorable to reporting it, 
according to the principles which he has announced here to-day ; 
but, after all he has discovered, after the lapse of ten days of examina- 
tion, that there was a very serious imperfection in it, and that, too, 
early in the bill. He has discovered that the discretion of the Pres- 
ident in reference to locating all the Indians on the lands is to be 
regulated by the character of the soil they live on, and not by the 
civilization of the Indians, and he has faintly and feebly and apol- 
ogetically admitted that it would be, perhaps, better that the bill 
should be amended in that particular. If I have accomplished noth- 
ing else in these ten days of discussion, which is attributed almost 
exclusively to me and the Senator from Colorado, except to persuade 
the committee to put in that little common-sense view of the ques- 
tion early in the bill, I think I may have done something both for the 
committee and for the bill. I do not regret the time I have occupied, 
since, after such a long and laborious exertion, I have compelled the 
committee to confess that the bill is founded upon a wrong principle 
in the outset. Time is not thrown away, even when it is bestowed 
upon honorable Senators who are wiser than Solon was in his palm- 
iest days, if you can add a little bit of information to them or get 
them to look outside of the boundaries of their own prejudices or 
their own self-love and take up a proposition that has got a little com- 
mon sense in it and put it in a bill that we are about to enact. 

We have amended the bill again to-day. We have now got the 
laws of Kansas imposed upon these Indians. I will read you one of 
thoselaws. The laws of descent that regulate property in Kansas are, 
by the amendment accepted by the committee, made applicable to 
the Indian Territory as far as is practicable. I do not know how far 
that is; Ido not think anybody will ever find out; but let us see 


how section 2103 of the laws of Kansas which we have enacted to 
day will apply to Indians in the Indian Territory : oe 


Sec. 2103. A homestead to the extent of one hundred and sixty acres of 
land, or of one acre within the limits of an incorporated town or city, occu ried | 
the intestate and his family, at the time of his death, as a residence, and content 
to be so occupied by his widow and children, after his death, together with es 
improvements on the same, shall be wholly exempt from distribution under ; : of 
the laws of this State, and from the payment of the debts of <he intest bay - 
shall be the absolute property of the said widow and children. ee 


farming 


Which of the widows will this homestead under ths laws of Kay 
belong to, when an Indian has got five wives and dies leaving them 
all surviving? Here you have enacted a homestead in favor of the 
widow, but you have refused upon my repeated solicitation to do. 
clare who the widow should be. Are we to have five widows to ln, 
herit to the husband this homestead in this way which becomes » 
absolute right? That is the condition we have got ourselves into i> 
reference to that subject. 

I attempted to make some amendment of the bill in reference ; 
the survey of the lands. They have got a bill here which requires 
that an Indian shall have a pre-emption upon his actual locatioy 
What is the location of an Indian upon a tract of land? You go to 
an Indian village and you find there little tepes strung about at the 
most convenient places along the side of a water-course, the little 
tents in which they live. They have been there perhaps for five 
years or ten years; but no time is prescribed in the bill, except the 
time when the surveyor appears to lay it off. This bill in its won. 
drous wisdom, in its awful mechanism, provides that the surveyor 
shall meander a provisional line between these various tepes, and 
that after he shall have ascertained what belongs to the tribal claim 
of each individual, then that it shall be made up to him out of the 
adjoining land, to be assigned to him in connection with his reserva- 
tion or his allotment. You might as well send a surveyor into a vil- 
lage of prairie dogs for the purpose of making a survey of their loca! 
habitations as to put him among a set of Indians and their tepes to 
ascertain how much each individual has got a pre-emption upon these 
lands. 

It is not thisinfirmity only but various others are found in the bil! 
infirmities which are acknowledged, and which cannot be explained 
The wisdom of the committee never has found itself able to come wu) 
to a challenge of an explanation, and when objection after objection 
has been urged against this bill Senators have got behind the defense 
that gentlemen are somewhat impertinent for venturing to ask that 
committee a question about the bill. Sir, Iam a friend of the meas- 
ure so far as it relates to the segregation of the Indians in separaty 
allotments of their lands, and placing them in a position where aman 
can have something that he may call hisown; but I want a measur 
that can be carried into effect. I do not want to put it in the powe: 
of the President or of the Secretary of the Interior, at his will and 
pleasure, to do this, when he can bribe or otherwise cajole a lot of 
Indians to come and consent to take a share of their property. Let 
us have a law which is fair. If you will start out by the assertion oi 
the power of Congress to legislate for these people by writter laws 
and if after having done so make these laws just, wise, and humane 
and then if you will fairly execute these laws, you will make an ad- 
vance in the matter of civilizing Indians; but when you make it 2 
matter of future negotiation and require that two-thirds of the In- 
dian tribe shall assent to the law before it shall have any effect at 
all, you have done a thing which is bound to be an utter failure. 

I should like to call the attention of the honorable committee, if 
they will not consider it an intrusion upon them, to the fourth section 
of the bill. I beg pardon, Mr. President, for assuming to ask that 
committee any explanation or any question whatever about the bil! 
If I did not feel that it was an imperious duty to do it, I assure you 
I should not take upon myself the unpleasant duty of making a sug- 
gestion to that honorable committee about the bill at all, but ther 
are some things in it which for the sake of their own comfort in after- 
life, when they come to view deliberately and dispassionately the 
work of their own hands, I should like to call their attention to, 12 
order to see if they cannot stop now and correct it. Section 4 pro- 
vides: 

That where any Indian not residing upon a reservation, or for whose tribe 0 
reservation has been provided by treaty, act of Congress, or Executive order, shal: 
make settlement upon any surveyed or unsurveyed lands of the United States no 
otherwise appropriated, he or she shall be entitled, upon application to the loca 
land ofiice for the district in which the lands are located, to have the same allotte? 
to him or her, and to his er her children, in quantities and manner as provice 
in this act for Indians residing upon reservations, and when such settlement is 
made upon unsurveyed lands the grant to such Indians shall be adjusted upon the 
survey of the lands'so as to conform thereto, and patents shall be issued to them 


for such lands in the manner and with the restrictions as hereinafter sacle 
‘And the fees to which the officers of such local land office would have been ‘ 


tled had such lands been entered under the general laws for the disposition of ot 
ublic lands shall be paid to them from any moneys in the Treasury of the nit 
States not otherwise appropriated, upon a statement of an account In their bene 
for such fees by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and a certification ' 
such account to the Secretary of the Treasury by tho Secretary of the Interi 


That applies to Indians who do not belong to any organized tribe; 
it applies in every State and Territory of this U nion. ede -_ 
land do you give in this bill to an Indian in California, in Nebrask:, 
in Kansas, in New York, in North Carolina? You give him as mush 
land as you give to an Indian who belongs to an organized trive 
How much is that? One hundred and sixty acres to the head of 
family, eighty acres to each individual person over twenty-one yoare 
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_ and forty acres to each person under twenty-one years of age, 
1 Yo" . female. What else? Such grazing land, if it is in a grazing 
" 40 “ . * -* ° 
= try, as may be suitable, under the previous provisions of the act, 
pnt 33° 2 . © jae ac i >< > ; 
which the fifth section applies, as it does to all the rest of the bill. 
a provision 1S: 
2 where the lands on any reservation are mainly valuable for grazing pur- 
i » additional allotment of such grazing lands, in quantities as above pro- 
yall be made to each individual. 


you therefore, under the fourth section of the bill, give to an In- 
» who does not belong to any tribe the same amount of land which 
ive to av Indian who belongs toa tribe, and of course your 
++ jgnot valuable unless you give him grazing land as well as any 
Ses land. Then it amounts to this, that an Indian in the State of 
‘vkansas, if he happens to reside there, or in Alabama—and there 
come there now—or in California, or in any other State of the 
n Union, has a right to have set apart under this bill a quar- 
faa n of land for his family, an eighth of a section for each 
coomber of his family over twenty-one years of age, and a sixteenth 
¢ a section for each member of his family under twenty-one years 
¢ ave, and an equal amount of grazing land, provided the vountry 
» which the lands are found is suitable for grazing. _ 

‘Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from Alabama yield for a mo- 
ion to adjourn? : ; 
“Mr. MORGAN. No, I will not. I have been already charged with 
embarrassing the action of the Senate upon this bill, causing delay; 
ind am going to vote with the honorable chairman of the commit- 
tee, if his committee want me to do it, to stay all night if necessary 
‘ny order to finish the bill. ; ; 

Mr, BURNSIDE. Thechairman of the committee is willing for an 
adjournment. : 

Mr. MORGAN. But Iam not going to vote to choke down a man 
who has got something to say, whether foolish or wise, but I would 
rive himan opportunity to express himself in reference to a provision 
of law as broad, as great, and as comprehensive as this is. That is 
my attitude upon this subject. Fs 

Mr, BURNSIDE. I did not mean to criticise the remarks of the 
Senator. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam notin an attitude of defiance toward the Sen- 
itor or his committee, but I am in an attitude where I suppose that 
reason and common sense ought to prevail, and I propose to furnish 
the modicum I possess, if I possess any at all, in reference to a meas- 

re of the importance of that which is under discussion. I hope that 
the vote will be taken ; the yeas and nays have been ordered upon 
striking out the ninth section. I submit it to the Senate of the United 
States whether it is going to subordinate itself in such a degree in 
reference to its legislative power over the Indians as to say that an 
act of Congress of the importance of this shall not go into effect until 
two-thirds of the male Indians of each tribe shall assent to the act 
becoming a law. 
















Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I do not propose to unnecessarily | 


detain the Senate; neither do I propose while I am a member of the 
body to allow the arrogance of any committee or any member of it to 
deprive me of the right to speak upon a subject as often as the rules 
of the Senate allow. I think the fairest exemplification of what I said 
the other day we have had this afternoon. I said that the Senate Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs had surrendered their judgment to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. I say here, and it will not be denied by a mem- 
ber of that committee, that this bill came almost exactly as it has 
come to the Senate from the Secretary of the Interior. When a mem- 
ber of this committee rises in his place and says that he supposed the 
bill gave the President discretion to put these Indians upon land or 
uot to put them on, and when other members of that committee also 
say it, [am justitied in saying that it did not receive the attention of 
that committee, I am justified in saying that it is the Secretary of the 
‘nterlor who comes here to legislate. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Will the Senator allow me a moment ? 

Mr. TELLER. I will. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I desire to say, Mr. President, that in my 
opuion the language of the bill extends the discretion of the Presi- 
dent of the United States not only as to the character of the land, 
whether it be suitable for agricultural purposes, but also to the time 
when the allotment is to be made; and I think the Senator from 
Kansas who was upon the committee was unguarded in his state- 
ment that this discretion of the President was limited only to the 
character of the land. He is authorized to proceed with the allot- 
ment whenever in his discretion the land is of a suitable character, 
., J€ 18 not required to proceed with the allotment whenever in his 
icgment the land is of that character. 
ot. TELLER. Mr. President, if I needed any illustration of the 
pe that I had made that this matter has not been considered, 
o bee it mt Here is a member of the committee who says he 
ie pate - er for eight years, and who assumes, in this discus- 
ae 7 a known by him and the other members of this 
nein > a — is not worth knowing. In other words, he 
n this ars ee and his committee the sum of all human wisdom 
given te ‘he > a ~ yet he rises and says that that discretion is not 
ruished aukear ae but it is imperative on him. Another distin- 
Sones Ga — of the committee rises and says that in that his col- 
wre divided committee was in error. Now, when the committee 

ed, when the committee, to whom this matter has been in- 
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trusted, and from whom it is said we are to receive all legislation, 
and to differ with whom is an offense in the Senate, cannot agree, the 
Senator from Alabama and the Senator from Colorado may, with some 
propriety, stand up and denounce this bill as not calculated and not 
intended by the committee to do that which it is professed on this 
floor it will do. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. 
motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. TELLER. No, Mr. President. I do not ry 
much to-night on this question. Ido not care if this Indian ques 
tion is here for another nine days or nine months. The Indian ques 
tion is of sufiicient importance for the American Senate to be heard 
on it, and men who have some knowledge of Indian affairs have a 
right to be heard. I donot know but that the committee h 
the knowledge. 

The honorable Senator from Kansas says ‘* Why do you not propose 
something?” Why do we not? Why, Mr. President, under th 
tem of legislation in this body there is a committee of nine men to 
which every bill of this character goes, and when those nine m 
down in their wisdom, four men besides the Senator from Kansas put 
a veto upon all kinds of legislation in this body touching that matter 
and assume for themselves all the virtue and all the intelligence upon 
the subject. Why, Mr. President, bill after bill has been sent to that 
committee by members of the Senate embodying their views, and yet 
they have vetoed them and sat down on them, so to speak, and now 
they say ““Why do you not propose something?” When they pro 
pose a bill and any Senator attempts to amend it to make it conforn 
to his ideas, that is an offense; and the Senator from Kansas gets up 
and reads a lecture to the Senators who have retarded the passage 
of this bill. Mr. President, I expect to retard it if I can; I expect 
to vote against it; I hope I may defeat it, but I have very little 
expectation of that. 

The Senator said in substance that the committee in this biH were 
following the English rule with reference to Canada. I will not say 
anything about the allusion that he made to my lack of historical 
knowledge, but the bill has no analogy to any bill that was ever 
passed by the British Government, and the Senator will not stand 
here and claim that. That government never attempted to force 
upon wild Indians land in severalty. The only provision they ever 
did have in Canada was a provision that these men should be ex- 
amined, first, as to their qualifications; they should first read and write 
English and be pronounced sufliciently intelligent to take care of 
their property, and when they had done that, then, if the prope: 
authorities saw fit, they might give them a grant of land and enfran- 
chise them. There is nothing learned from English history to be ap- 
plied to this bill. I will not say the honorable Senator is ignorant 
of Canadian history; I will not say that he intended the Senate 
should misunderstand what the Canadian history is, but the facts are 
just as I state. 

The bill is pernicious, it is evil, in my judgment, and it ought not 
to pass, and I should be false to myself if I stood here and allowed 
it to pass without a vote against it, and I shall never surrender my 
judgment to the Senator from Kansas, for whom I have a high opin 
ion. I know how well he is versed in Indian affairs, and I shall not 
surrender my judgment to the committee. He told us that for eight 
years he had been on this committee. I donot know that he was 
ever the head of it, but he has been an influential, active member of 
the committee for eight years having in charge this Indian question 
so far as the legislation of this body is concerned, being the advisory 
body in some sense, you may say, of the Secretary of the Interior with 
reference to legislation of this character. The history of the last 
eight years is not one that the Committee on Indian Affairs need be 
proud of; the legislation on this subject is not such that they need 
come here and boast of it. There are many things on the statutes 
which will not to-day be approved of. They came here with this bil! 
as crude as it could be, and the chairman of the committee, with all 
his ability and knowledge, has been actually unable to explain the 
bill to the Senate and to tell what it meant. The Senator from Ala- 
bama is not trifling when he says that he has been unable to draw 
from this committee any reasonable explanation of the intention and 
purpose of the bill, save and except when they declare that it 
put a man on apiece of land and give hima patent. The whole 
theory proceeds simply upon that, and everything else they have no 
knowledge of whatever. 

Now, Mr. President, I propose to offer some more amendments 
to this bill, and if Senators want to stay here and settle it to-night 
they can; if they want to adjourn, as far as I am concerned they can 
adjourn ; but no fear of being charged by the committee with ob- 
structing the public service or the public interest will deter me from 
saying what I see fit to say upon it and offering such amendments as 
I deem proper. If it ever comes to the time when I am compelled to 
surrender my convictions to a committee, I will surrender them to a 
committee that comes to the Senate bearing evidence that they un- 
derstand the matter and that they have given special attention to it, 
and I do not believe that this committee have given such attention to 
it as justifies them in saying that they do understand this question. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from Colorado yield to a motion 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposed amendment will be 
received and printed. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I ask my colleague to withhold his motion for 
a moment in order that I may ask the Senate to take up Senate joint 
resolution No. 142, which is reported from the Committee on Public 
suildings and Grounds unanimonsly, and which is intended to carry 
out a treaty with the Wyandot Indians of 1842 and merely provides 
that the Secretary of the Interior iuthority to rebuild a 
mission church and graveyard part of Ohio which 
by the treaty were set apart to be memory of the tribe. 
The resolution will not take a n 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


mous ¢ 
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ise to iay aside tem 








] ‘ t ( ) es l 3. R. Ni 6 ‘ l ¢t 
to 1 t ( a me mer he Wvat Ss Upper 
San (I ’ 

Mr. MORRILI rl me Q solution was 
reduced to S2,00I 

The Crurr CLERK. The committee propose to amend, in line 5, 
aiter the word “ graveyard,” by inserting “ at Sandusky, Ohio,” and, 
n line 7, by striking out “ $3,000” and inserti1 =2,000.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the original resolution be read. I want to 
know howit got changed from a monument to a graveyard and church. 





1° 7 , , : . ? +; 
Phe Chief Clerk read the or joint resolution. 





i aa i : i 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER t given to the 
present consideration of th 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Before 1 ¢ ) reaty 
read. I cannot tind it 
PENDLETON. It is the treaty of October 5, 1542. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I cannot tind any such treaty in the volume of 
Indian treaties pubiished in 1846. 
Mr. PENDLETON. Page 1020 is the reference I hay 
} COKE. I ask that the Senate by unanimous consent agree 
t , vote on the pending bill, the Indian severalty bill, on Mon- 





ak per 
day, before adjournment. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not agree to that, Mr. President. 

fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is made. The proposi- 
ion cannot be entertained without unanimous consent. Is there 
objection to unanimous consent to consider the resolution of the Sen- 


, 


ator from Ohio ! 


+ 





Mr. EDMUNDS. I object because I want to see the treaty ; it can- | 


not be found. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

The motion being put, there were on a division—ayes 21, noes 16; 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; there being on adivision—ayes 30, noes 
11; and (at four o’clock and thirty-four minutes p.m.) the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


SATURDAY, January 29, 1881. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SPEER. Mr. Speaker, I move to dispense with the morning 
hour to-day. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Georgia to 
allow me to submit a request for unanimous consent to take up a Sen- 
ate bill and pass it at thistime. This is a matter of importance 

Mr. SPEER. I see a number of gentlemen on the floor who have 
doubtless similar requests to make, and therefore I regret to be com- 
pelled to refuse the request of the gentleman from Texas, and must 
insist upou the motion. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 69, noes 14. 

So (two-thirds having voted in favor thereof) the morning hour was 
dispensed with. 

Mr. REAGAN. I ask the gentleman from Georgia now to yield to 
me for a moment in order that I may ask unanimous consent to take 
up the bill to which I refer. 

Mr. HAYES. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. SPEER. I move to take up the contested-election case of 
Yeates vs. Martin. 

The SPEAKER. That is a privileged motion. Pending that the 
Chair desires to present the following requests for leave of absence. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. O'NEILL, for three days ; 

To Mr. SCOVILLE, until Wednesday next; and 

To Mr. Sapp, for two weeks, on account of the dangerous illness of 
his brother-in-law at Chicago. 





i 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. URNER, by unanimous consent, leave w 

to withdraw from the files of the House the original pa 

the bill to stant a pension to N. Kauffman, now before 
on Invalid Pensions, there being no adverse report. 


&S granted 
pers filed with 
the Committe, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires consent to lay before the Hoy 
at this time certain executive communications for reference = 

Phere was no objection. 

M’BRIDE VS. SCHURZ. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Attorne 
General, relative to the judgment of the Supreme Court in the eas 
of McBride vs. Schurz, and recommending an appropriation for tha 
same; which was referred to the Committe on Appropriations, 

IMPROVEMENT OF HUMBOLDT BAY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Se 
tary of War, transmitting report of the improvement of the chan; 
of Humboldt Bay; which was referred to the Committee on (oy 
merce, and ordered to be printed. ‘ 


re 


ELEVATOR IN WINDER BUILDING. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Seer 
tary of War, recommending an appropriation for an elevator in th, 
Winder Building ; which was referred to the Committee on App; 
priations. ‘i 

ADDITIONAL CLERKS IN SIGNAL OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Seer 
tary of War, relative to additional clerks in the Signal Office : whi 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SURVEY OF TRADE WATER RIVER. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting the report of surveys of the Trade Wat 
River ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, a 
ordered to be printed. 

GOLDEN AND THOMAS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre. 
tary of War, transmitting a petition of Golden and Thomas; whic! 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

AHNAPEE HARBOR, WISCONSIN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting a petition of the mayor and others of Ab- 
napee, Wisconsin, relative to improvements of the harbor at tha 
point; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

GEORGETOWN HARBOR, SOUTH CAROLINA. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting report of the surveys of Georgetown Har 
, ob « 
bor, &c., of South Carolina; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS, SIGNAL SERVICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting estimates of additional appropriations for 
the Signal Service; which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

SURVEY OF CERTAIN RIVERS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting the report of surveys of rivers in Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Tennessee; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 

Mr. KENNA, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found truly enrolled joint resolutions of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (H. R. No, 224) to print 6,000 copies of the report 
of the National Board of Health. ‘ 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 266) ratifying settlement of taxes made 

. * . . ‘ . . ro} al 
by the District commissioners with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. COX. With the permission of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Hayes,] who has called for the regular order, I would like to 
send to his committee a resolution as to printing the census pal 
phlets. 

Mr. PRESCOTT. I desire to present a bill for reference. 

The SPEAKER. There are several gentlemen who desire to rete! 
bills. 

Mr. SPEER. I must call for the regular order. 

CONTESTED ELECTION--YEATES VS. MARTIN. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called, the House nae 

the consideration of the report of the Committee on Elections on the 
: y s sre . rTeS- 
contested-election case of Yeates rs. Martin, from the first et 
sional district of North Carolina. The gentleman from Texas [¥*. 
JONES] is entitled to the floor. ially the 
Mr. JONES. By reference to the papers in this case, especia ly th 
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guments filed by the parties respectively, and the evidence 
£29 before the committee, it appears that the contestee, Mr. Martin, 
1 a majority of all the votes cast or canvassed by the duly 
ved boards of the State of North Carolina. It isalso conceded 
a1] of the votes so cast were bona fide and by persons under the 
e North Carolina duly qualified to vote; so that the case pre- 
its main and leading issue, the simple proposition whether 
1] be a free ballot and a fair count, or whether red-tape and 
kery shall predominate and control the elections of the people of 
United States. The issue 1s fairly, clearly, sharply presented by 
~ igsues made by the parties respectively in their briefs before 
ise, Ido not believe that a majority, or even a respectable 
r, of either party on this floor would purposely give counte- 


ws Ol 


8, lll 


ere Sha 





, eneouragement, or sanction either to red-tape or trickery when 
efect stifles or defeats the right of one duly authorized to cast 
‘lot: and so believing, I am emboldened, notwithstanding the 

se onsness of the fact that unwilling ears are hard to reach, to 

iregs the House on this very important issue, 

Weall know that afterall the opinion of the best of menis controlled 
ve or less by desire. The experience of all teaches that opinion is 

-q compound of emotion and thought, and that nine times out of 
smotion or desire predominates and determines the conclusion of 








nd as to fact and especially as to questions in politics or relig- 
In making the statement that the issue presented is one clearly 
nd fairly joined of free ballot and fair count on the one side and 


‘tape and trickery on the other, I mean no retlection whatever on 
. committee reporting in behalf of the contestant. It is very 
estionable whether that be the report of the committee or of those 
sho 1 ike the report assuming to be the committee. 

Now let us turn to the facts in this case. What are they? The 
ting member, Mr. Martin, was returned to this House by an ofti- 
‘al majority of 51 votes. To overcome this majority, and entitle the 
contestant to the seat now occupied by Mr. Martin, it is insisted that 
+ha ballots or the votes cast at three precincts, South Mills, Hamil- 
ton, and Vandemere, should be excluded in bis interest—these pre- 
inets giving Mr. Martin, the sitting member, an aggregate majority 

163 votes—and that to this deduction on the part of the contestant 
should be added 39 votes improperly rejected by the board of can- 
assers for that particular county, cast at Providence. Now let us 

mm to the evidence in reference to it, and see whether these ballots 

Take, if you please, Hamilton precinct. Should 

t be rejected? Let us inquire into the grounds upon which the 
bjection is based. We know that gentlemen are very apt to accept 
is true the report of a majority of a committee and that but few mem- 
bers examined these reports. Here is one precinct, an important pre- 

net, impressing very vitally the result of this election, as to which 
, majority does not concur, and yet it is to be rejected because the 
committee has said so. 

Now, in reference to Hamilton precinct, it is charged that Mr. Mar. 
in, and that is the ground on which the objection to the vote of this 
precinct is specially based, was present in person manipulating the 
But what does the testimony disclose? It simply dis- 
closes that he was there, and the registrar being a democrat and an 
active, zealous supporter of the contestant, Mr. Yeates, being a little 
pressed for time, at his instance—that is implied—Mr. Martin simply 
checked the names on the poll-book when they were called by the 
registrar. It was done openly; it was done publicly; it was done 
above-board. Does fraudever thusappear? Howcould a man’s con- 
duct possibly present higher or more convincing evidence of innocence 
and artlessness than is here developed in this case ? 

Am I alone in this opinion? Let us see what the committee itself 
says in reference to it. How many men on this committee say that 
this ballot ought to be rejected? Five, all democrats, betraying the 
toree and power of desire on the human mind in coming to any con- 
clusion. How many said this ballot should not be excluded? Seven. 
Who were they? Five republicans, naturally controlled, as were the 

ve democrats, by desire. But there were two democrats who rose 
above the influence and impulse of desire, and said this ballot ought 
hot to be excluded. So there are seven to five, and two of the seven 
coming from the adverse party ; thus furnishing a most overwhelm- 
ing evidence to any impartial mind that this ballot should not be ex- 
cluded, Let us look at the record by which I am guided in making 
‘us statement. Who signed the report? Here are five gentlemen 
‘ho signed it. I will read the names, in order that the House may 

¢ fully in possession of the facts, to the extent of my powerto com- 
municate the facts to the House. Those signing the majority report 
mtg mc SPEER, F, BE. 3ELTZHOOVER, E. C. PHisTer, VAN H. MAN- 
wake SPRINGER—all democrats; while we find the following 


We con 


should be re jected. 


poll-books. 


a ur in the result declared in the above report, but do not think that the 
of Hamilton precinct should be excluded 
W.G. COLERICK. 
SAM'L L. SAWYER. 
Here are tw . . od 
*re are two men belonging to the opposite political party who, 


aft 


alter a thorough examination of the facts, anxious to agree with their 
political associates, anxious to concur with the majority, 
ercome the overwhelming evidence of the innocence and 

the contestee, or, in other words, could not escape the 
at the testimony showed beyond any doubt that his 
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conduct, however improper, had not affected the result of t ballot 
at that precinct. 

Mr. MANNING. Ii the gentleman will permit me, although I dé 
not like at all to disturb him in his argument —— 

Mr. JONES. It will not disturb me at al 

Mr. MANNING. It is as to a matter of fact. The gent in says 
only five members belonging to the Elections Committee h d 





to reject Hamilton 
Mr. JONES. I said no such 
Mr. MANNING. I understood you to sa 
Mr. JONES. They may have 
they do not do so inside of the record 
Mr. MANNING. If you want the fact I will state 
Mr. JONES. 


recinct 


done so outside 


State it. ther 


Mr. MANNING. Governor ARMFIELD. on account of havin sine 
his ankle several weeks ago, was not able to be in the committee 
room at the time the report was adopted, and did not sign that report 
But he isin hearty accord with it. And Mr. Clark, who was not 
present when the report was adopted, is in accord with the propos 
tion of the report So there are seve members instead of five who 


agree to that portion of the report. 

Mr. JONES. But by way of offset I will say that the gentleman 
from Ilowa[ Mr. WEAVER] would have signed the minority report had 
he been present; makin ] . the committee against that 
proposition. ‘AVER is present and can speak for himself 
Here are, therefore, eight to seven saying that the vote ofthat pre 


‘ + 


a& majority of 


cinct ought not to be rejected. Now will this House reject it? That 
is the question 

It is charged that Mr. Martin acted discreditably. What did he 
do He simply checked s me names on the poll-book, which any 
nan might have done, which you or I might have done, if we were 


conscious of no wrong intention. It is only the designing and the art 
ful who are always on the alert and too careful to be caught 
transaction of that sort. All human experience attests that 
Did Mr. Martin design anythi: Here 
political friend of Mr. Martin’s political opponent. 
Martin had declined to act as requested by tl 
looked as if he was a little 8} toward him because he was sup 
porting the other man. How can he be justly charged with impro el 
conduct when he did only what his political adversary asked? I say 
that upon the testimony, as well as upon the report, the vote of that 


precinct should not be rejected 





g¢ wrong was this registrar 
Now, if Mi 
e registrar it would have 
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Here are the names of two democrats of that committe: 10 do 
not agree to rejecting that vote. You must bear in mind that a ma 


t 
jority of the committee are democrats, and thus the contesta 


that much advantage to begin wit! What lawyer here does not 

know that it isnine points in the case to have a good jury friend 

jury. 

J $ - . ‘ 1 } 1 
Now, gentlemen, let us recur to the conclusions reached by the ma 


jority again. The report of the majority, as they term it, only seven 
agreeing to it, elects the contestant by 156 votes. Now, according t 

the views and opinions of the majority of this democratic committee, 
you must deduct from that estimate made by these seven members 
the 64 majority given for Martin at Hamilton precinct. Now, take 
64 from 156; 4 from 6 leaves 2,6 from 15 leaves 9, So you have only 
92 majority for the contestant, ever 
report. 

We now will take the laboring oar, and endeavor to overcome the 
majority reported in behalf of the contestant. You have 92 votes 
Can we overcome that number, conceding that the other two pre- 
cincts were properl) and that the 39 from Providence 
Township should properly be added? Can we overcome that vote 
fa rly by votes honestly cast If we cat we need not pt! eed 
another step in this inquiry, need we 

We want but 92 votes, and I will 
which even this committee, swift though it was to elect the demo- 
cratic candidate, came to the conclusion reluctantly ought not to be 
rejected. And I think it was with a great deal of reluctance, and 
that their have been terribly exercised when that 
conclusion was reached. 

Where is the vote with which to overcome that 92 majority Let 
us turn to Merry Hill precinct and see if we have not 108 votes there 
which you dare not reject. Now, about those 108 votes at Merry Hill. 
There is no controversy at all as to the fact; and I need but state 
the case to win if you will hear me. What are the facts Phe 
night before the election J. B. Martin, a particular friend of the demo- 
cratic candidate, earnest and anxious in the service of his friend 
Yeates, the contestant, procured to be printed a number of tickets 
headed, “ Republican ticket: J.J. Martin for Congress.” Those ticket 
were by him enveloped and addressed through the mail to a prominent 
republican who usually received and distributed the ballots to his 
party on such occasions, a colored man, at that place—addressed them 
to him through the mail sothat no suspicion mightarise. Those ticket 
were received and distributed, and so distributed that the voters got 
hold of them and inconsiderately or inadvertently voted them 

Now, when the poll was over and they came to count the votes 
what happened? This very same Martin appeared, as stated in 50 
many words or as inferentially proved, and challenged these very 
identical votes which he had caused to be voted in this particular 
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form, and he did all that in the interest of the contestant. He ap- | 


peared and challenged those votes. 

Now what was the ground of his challenge’? It rested upon a law 
of the State of North Carolina regulating elections, which forbids any 
device upon tickets; and these words “republican ticket’ 
upon these tickets were challenged as a device. 


Now, gentlemen, many of you are lawyers. There are lawyers, or | he 
| power of political engineering tricksters. Surely tickets ¢ 


gentlemen so reputed, upon the committee making this report. I ask 
you in all sincerity if there is an honest lawyer in this House who 
might not have read the statute of North Carolina and this particular 
ticket for years and years, and never suspected that the words “ re- 
publican ticket” constituted a device in the meaning of thelaw? It 
is a thing so sharp, a thing so fine, that the idea could never have 
suggested itself to any one except to a crafty sharper, seeking by any 
means whatever tooverreach and thwart the honest ballots of honest 
voters. He appeared and challenged these tickets, and strange to say 


he found a packed board of canvassers ready to hold that those words | 
heard this question sprung here in the House; and I sought an ex. 


did constitute a device. 

Now, was it a “device,” in all candor? Why deceive ourselves? 
This question is of too much importance to be trifled with thus. Is 
there a gentleman on this floor who will say that the words “ repub- 
liean ticket” printed on a ballot under such circumstances constitute 
“device?” What is the plain meaning of a “device?” How do we 
all understand it in general or popular acceptation? We take it 
simply as meaning an emblematic figure ; and that is all there is about 
it. Words do not constitute a “device,” in the proper meaning of the 
term. What was meant by the word “ device” as used in the act of 
the Legislature? It meant simply some emblematic figure—a coon, 
or a crow, or a chicken, or something of that sort—on the back of the 
ticket, and not on its face. 

I admit that the ticket itself wasa “‘ device.” Themajority of the 
committee confound one thing with another. The ticket was a 
“device” contrived by J. B. Martin in the interest of his friend, Mr. 
Yeates, and was but too successful in securing the rejection of 108 
ballots at that precinct. It was a “device;” but the question is, 
Will this House give sanction to the device and support it? 

Mr. SPEER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. JONES. Certainly. 

Mr. SPEER. Does not the gentleman from Texas know that the 
evidence discloses the fact that the registrar at that election publicly 
exhibited those tickets and advised the republicans not to vote them 
before any of them were voted? 

Mr. JONES. Yes; the testimony did disclose the fact that partial 
notice was given; but the testimony wholly fails to show that any 
one of the men who voted those 108 tickets ever received such infor- 
mation at all. That announcement made by the registrar was a part 
of the trick; do you not see? It only shows how studied the thing 
was. 

I wish to call attention brietly to the law in reference to this ques- 
tion, although the time allotted to me will not permit me to discuss 
the great questions involved. The majority of the committee say that 
they came with great reluctance to the conclusion that these 108 
votes ought not to be counted. If you do count them the sitting 
member is elected by 12 majority: and you cannot help it to save 
your lives. Now, will you reject those votes, and thus reward with 
success What you know to be a trick and a fraud? 


2 
a 


Let us see what the laws of North Carolina are on this subject. If | 


gentlemen of the majority of the committee had studied the laws of 
North Carolina a little better they would not have fallen into so great 
errors as appear in their report, which I will expose by and by. What 
does the constitution of North Carolina provide on this subject? It 
says: 

Every male person born in the United States, and every male person who has 
been naturalized, twenty-one years old or upward, who shall have resided in the 
State twelve months next preceding the election, and ninety days in the county in 
which he offers to vote, shall be deemed an elector. But no person who, upon con- 
viction or confession in open court, shall be adjudged guilty of felony or of any 
other crime infamous by the laws of this State, and hereafter committed, shall be 
deemed an elector unless such person shall be restored to the rights of citizenship 
in a manner prescribed by law. 

Thus it will be seen who are declared by the laws of North Caro- 
lina to be voters. Does the constitution prescribe any action of the 
Legislature in order to entitle a suffragan or voter to the exercise of 
the privilege thus secured tohim by organiclaw? There is one such 
provision; and I will read it: 

Src. 2. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to provide from time to 
time for the registration of all electors; and no person shall be allowed to vote 
without registration, or to register without first taking an oath or affirmation to 
support and maintain the Constitution and laws of the United States and the con- 
stitution and laws of North Carolina not inconsistent therewith. 

Sec. 3. All elections by the people shall be by ballot; and all elections by the 
General Assembly shall be viva voce. 

All that is required of the voter is to register. How is he to vote? 
How is he to exercise the privilege conferred upon him by the con- 


stitution of the State? Is he to vote vivavoce? No. How? By bal- | 
lot. Now, can the Legislature interpose and say what kind of a ballot | 


he shall cast? Isnot the constitutional privilege of voting by ballot 
conferred upon the voter by the paramount law of the State? What 
authority has the Legislature to interpose and say that the voter shall 
not put this or that upon his ballot? If he offers to vote, and pre- 
sents a ballot, he has complied fully with the requirements of law, 


provided he be a registered voter. There isan end of the whole ques- | tocall your attention to some grave errors into which t 


’ printed | 


tion. If the Legislature can interpose and say that he shal 
ballot of this or that particular shape or that he shall put this 0 

particular word upon it, how easily may the Legislature as faa 
attempted to do, deprive legal voters of the right to vote altog - ha 
Grant such an authority on the part of the Legislature and ven ol ve 
open a door which invites chicanery, fraud, and trickery in all om 


A 


elections. The result inevitably is to place elections solely jy 
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i the 
annot ly 


| thrown out on this or that little pretense. What does the voter » 





| 





turally do when seeking to ascertain his rights? He takes Up th 


constitution of the State and says, “ Here is all I am required to q 
ad to do 


| I cannot vote viva voce, because my vote would not be in accordan: 


with the constitution of the State, but I can offer my ballot and, 
tribunal of North Carolina can reject it without violatine tl — 
stitution of the State.” - 
Do you know how this act in regard toa “device” upon ticke: 
originated in the State of North Carolina? I was amazed when] 
. adi 


he con. 


planation. I knew there must be some explanation, because a thiy,, 
of this kind could never have happened unless there had been iene 
exigency suggesting it. Prior to the passage of that act there wy 
an election contest in that State when some issue was made involy. 
ing homesteads, &c. The republican party put upon the outside »: 
their tickets a figure representing a house or homestead; and the: 
carried the election by 10,000 majority. This suggested to the der. 
ocratic party the necessity of passing some law condemning ¢, 
placing of such “devices” upon ballots. That picture of a hoy» 
was a‘‘device;” and it was at such things the law was aimed. Thp 
democratic party had been beaten by tickets having a figure upor 
them; and they sought to change the law and prevent such a thin: 
happening again. There is the history of the whole thing. As state) 
by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. RussELx] the other day 
the democratic party time and again since the enactment of th) 
identical statute have voted ballots having upon them the words 
“democratic ticket,” and nobody thought of challenging them. |; 
was left to J. B. Martin to discover that such words constitute a “ dp. 
vice,” and to the election board of that particular precinct to sustaiy 
that pretense. ; 

Now, then, gentlemen, such being the facts, I ask you in all candor 
if you had lived in North Carolina and read the constitution and this 
ballot was offered to you, would not you have naturally voted it witb. 
out supposing you were in any way violating the laws of your coun. 
try? Has it not the form of ballot to which they were always ao. 
customed ? Do you mean to change the laws from day to day only 
to entrap and trick the unwary and unsuspecting ? Do you mean t 
hang laws so high nobody can read them until he shall have incurre( 
the penalty and forfeited his life, politically speaking ? 

I say to you now, as honest men, I say to you as men whom | lp. 
lieve to be incapable of perpetrating an outrage upon the electi) 
franchise of the American people, you cannot give sanction to an 
such trickery as this. 

I do not mean to reflect on this committee; but, gentlemen, if I had 
the time I could delineate this whole thing, and I would show; 
the paternity of the committee’s report. It comes from the author 
of this very trick, J. B. Martin. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPEER rose. 

Mr. JONES. Let us look at it, let us see. The gentleman from 
Georgia, if he wrote it, simply copied the ideas of J. B. Martin. i 
judgment is, it happened about in this way. Have I not the right' 
conjecture without offending anybody? Democrats as well as repu)- 
licans are very confiding. One man was selected to prepare 1! 


€ 


| report; he was ina hurry, and had to attend a party, and he employe! 


a clerk, and J. B. Martin, true to the instinct of his craft, got wit 
the clerk and prepared the report. That is my judgment about! 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPEER. I desire to say to the gentleman from Texas his siate- 
ments are entirely unwarranted by the fact. As a member of thi 
sub-committee to which this matter was committed, I prepared tha! 
report myself, and dictated every word of it to the second assistat' 
clerk of the Committee on Elections, and am responsible for ever 
word of it. The gentleman’s statement, therefore, is untrue and bs 
conclusion unwarranted. 

Mr. KEIFER. Will the gentleman from Texas let me interriy! 


| him ? 


Mr. JONES. Well. 

Mr. KEIFER. I wish to know from the gentleman from Georg! 
whether he made the statement that he wrote all of that report’ 

Mr. SPEER. Allof that report except that part which was wntt 
by Mr. Frecp, of Massachusetts, where he admits that these ve 
ballots were illegal. 

Mr. KEIFER. That is all. a 

Mr. SPEER. Yes; thatisall. You asked me the question ave* 
have answered it. : i 

Mr. MANNING. And now the gentleman from Ohio does not ¥% 
the answer. = 

Mr. JONES. I wish to call the attention of gentlemen to 50m 
points in reference to the argument; I have it here. I do not speas 
unadvisedly ; I do not take positions without counting the respons! 


iliti ri c Iking about. 1 wat' 
bilitiesthey imply. I know exactly what I am ta ony nave falle? 
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nn ee ec 
vot believe there isa single gentleman who signed that report 
“+ would misstate a fact or misrepresent the laws of North Caro- 
; a , this House. Now, have they done it? That is the question. 
a aha have done it, and if the gentleman from Georgia wrote that 
snort, let him take the responsibility before the country. I wish to 
“yy hig attention to some singular contradictions, and then we will 
ioretand this case a little better. He says 
“te WILSON. What page? 

Mr. JONES. Report, second page. In speaking of the vote of 


. the committee state—I mean the report states this: 


Tdot 





lence of the contestee discloses that the polls were not opened until 
ock, when the law is mandatory that they should be opened at seven; 
aaa they were opened, a large number of the voters of the precinct had 
hat not more than half of the vote of the precinct was polled ; that there 


trar appointed, and that officers who held the election were not sworn, 


oreqist! 








this is the language of the report of this committee, that 

oaicers who held the election at Salem precinct were not sworn. 

' y state that the evidence of the contestee discloses that fact. 

“We will now see what it discloses and to what extent these gentle- 

are complaining of a little criticism. We turn to Salem precinct 
ove, and what do we see? What isit? They state there was no 
‘trar there—do you not remember? ‘They state the officers who 
e election were not sworn—do they not? I will show you the 


registr 
1+) 
ntrary from the depositions of Wilcox. He swears he was thereg- 
strar, We get down here especially to his testimony. Let ussee what 
e says in reference to it. He swears that he was registrar of the 
ection at Salem precinct. He states: 

(). Were the judges or inspectors of the election at Salem precinct for said elec- 
on said day of the election sworn, and if so, by whom ? 

\. They were, by me. 






A flat contradiction! And still gentlemen say that I do them in- 

stice when I say they did not make this report. Why, sir, it is a 
watter of kindness on my part to them, a great stretch of charity to 
ome to the conclusion they did not write it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPEER. Will not the gentleman admit that the person who 
swears he swore them was the sheriff of the county, who had no 
wuthority under the law to administer the oath? 

Mr. JONES. That is what I stated; but does it follow they were 

otsworn? [Laughteron the democratic side.] It is facts we want. 

Mr. MANNING. Now it requires charity to be exercised toward 
the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. JONES. Why do you not state to this House the facts and 
the circumstances in reference to it? 

They were sworn in good faith, and so believing they acted in good 

th. They were sworn by a de facto officer, recognized as such, 

,l they were in conscience bound by the solemnity and force of 

stobligation. You cannot make anything else of it. 

But gentlemen are a little tender about that. I stated that I sus- 
pected that Martin had written that report, and the gentleman seems 
to be peculiarly tender on that point. But what is there in the nat- 

re of this case to suggest this conclusion? Let me see. I will re- 
turn to the precinct business ; I do not want to be diverted from that. 
I want toshow this precinct matter in this connection, to show it 
early, in order that I may trace what they say in reference to Goose 
‘est precinct. Now, what do they say? There is an important 
uestion involved in this case. What, then, do these gentlemen say 
u reference to Goose Nest precinct ? 











ould be counted for him at the Goose Nest precinct, which were rejected 
y the managers of the election there. 


It is not denied by the contestee that all who were denied the right of voting at 
3 precinct were registered in Hamilton precinct, which was another precinct in 
esame county. Thelaw of North Carolina requires that a voter who is registered 

precinct cannot vote in another, without producing 9a certificate of the 
rasure of his name from the registration list of the precinct where he is regis- 
ter rhe reason for thisruleisobvious. If voters are registered in two or more 
nets in the same county, the entire object of the registration law is avoided, 
t they might vote in every precinct where they are registered. 











Now, gentlemen, I want your attention to an allegation here clearly, 
Ine quivocally made that the laws of North Carolina require a voter 
who had been previously registered in another precinct to present a 
‘ertilicate of erasure before he could be allowed to vote elsewhere. 
That is the statement here plainly and emphatically made in this 





‘ teil you emphatically that there is no such law on the statute- 
»oks of North Carolina. There is a law which requires that where 
Voter registered in one precinct removes to another, before he shall 
© permitted to register in the precinct to which he has removed he 
“a Se Tequired to present a certificate of erasure from the poll- 

= / 5 oF registration books of the antecedent precinct. But there is 

“AW Tequiring or even permitting a certificate to be given in any 
oe ee The certificate contemplated by the statute is one mak- 

pecunia  emeaeemamt to registration in a new precinct, and not a 

iamnan rp re to vote at all. The North Carolina law in 
tthe Stat at, according to the constitution as well as to the law 

podinet - can require of the voter only residence proper within the 

of the ents, or State, and that he be registered under the laws 
fan and cannot go a step beyond that. Le 

tat is the law. Now, I ask the gentlemen who drew this report 
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I say the law re- 





to show the law that requires what is alleged here. 
quires no such thing. 

Now, it is apparent that the gentleman representing the other side 
[Mr. Martin] also makes the same statement, ialling into precisely 
the same error, or perhaps purposely attempting to perpetrate it. T 
will refer you in this connection to the twelfth section of the act of 
the Legislature of North Carolina, which relates to this question. 
What does that provide? It provides no such thing as is contem- 
plated by this report. Why did not gentlemen state the facts in this 
connection ? The law was before them. They had access to the stat- 
ute. Now, what are the facts in reference to the case? They are, 
first, that the Goose Nest precinct and Hamilton precinct constituted 
originally a single precinct. In the August election prior to or pre- 
ceding this November election, or rather last preceding it, these two 
precincts voted together as one precinct. Subsequently by theact of 
the county court the one precinct was divided and two were erected 
out of it. In other words, Goose Nest precinct, which had formerly 
existed, was re-established by the actof the county court. What did 
the county court do? Just precisely what it should have done, and 
what it ought to have done, and what it did. It directed the trans- 
fer of the names of all the registered voters who resided in Goose Nest 
precinct as fixed territorially by the actof the county court toa regis- 
tration book for that precinct. The registrar was appointed and the 
transfer was made, and no condition whatever was imposed upon the 
voters at all. Section 12 0f the laws of North Carolina contemplated 
nothing different from what they did, and I will call your attention 
to that section in a few moments, for I will read it. 

I again say I do not mean any disrespect whatever to the gentlemen 
making this report. But somehow they have fallen into a gross 
error in regard to it. I say again, what are the facts in reference to 
these precincts? The books were prepared, the registrar was ap- 
pointed for the new precinct, the names were transferred, not trans- 
cribed, remember, but transferred. 

Now, what is the effect of transferring one’s name from one list to 
another? Iask any gentleman upon this floor if the transfer of the 
name from one list to another does not carry with it the erasure of 
the name from the former list? I ask any iawyer,if your name be 
upon one list and transferred to another, if the fact of that transfer 
does not wipe out the name from the prior list, and if the very fact 
that a transfer is made does not accomplish this; and alsoif this 
does not follow as a necessary consequence of the transfer? Now, 
to say that the name of the voter is upon the registration books of 
Goose Nest precinct and is yet upon the registration book of Hamil- 
ton precinct is to assert that the name has not been transferred and 
that it is upon both lists. 

What is the meaning ordinarily of the word “transferred?” Goto 
your Departments, take the different classes of clerks, and when a 
clerk is transferred from one list to the other, I ask, gentlemen, is 
not his name dropped from the list from which it was transferred ? 
And as here employed, can it mean anything else? So that when 
the voter appeared at Goose Nest precinct asking to vote there was 
the registrar armed with the registration book, and it was ascertained 
whether the party was duly registered, and when that was ascertained 
he was entitled to vote; and nothing but a tribunal inferior in its 
character to an Arkansas justice of the peare could have held other- 
wise. [Laughter.] 

Now I want to call your attention to this law. Some friend has 
turned it up and placed it before me just now. I want to read that 
twelfth section and ask any man if there ever was a lawyer in the 
United States that would have applied this law to this particular case ? 
I challenge the attention of lawyers; and I want to say to you, gen- 
tlemen, you are voting here to-day for yourselves and for the honor 
and dignity of the position that you occupy. If seats are to be won 
and held in this House by trickery and fraud, 2 gentleman would 
scorn the place. And I again say, lest gentlemen get tender, that I 
mean no offense; but when one puts himself in court we have the 
right to criticise him. When a gentleman comes here and throws 
down the gauntlet and invites criticism, ought he to complain when 
he himself is criticised? When the gentleman from Georgia in the 
conclusion of his speech the other day took occasion to tell the House 
how impartially and magnanimously he had dealt with the republi- 
cans, I heard rather a rude tigure made use of touching that gentle- 
man’s conduct, I shall not say by whom. It was said: ‘“ Oh yes, he 
is very fair; he is like the little boy who made the apple trade in the 
back woods; he traded off a dozen rotten apples to get one sound one.” 
Here were a lot of rotten cases with no soundness in them, and he 
swapped them all for Yeates, of North Carolina. 

Now, here is the twelfth section of the North Carolina election 
laws. The attorneys for the contestant refer to that twelfth section 
as the law governing this case. So also does this committee adopt 
the idea and nearly the very same language. I will read it to you, 
and I ask you as lawyers, and some of you are, if there is a legal 
mind—although some men do go crazy—that could have applied this 
law to the case I have just stated. Let us see; and suppose it does 
apply, what would be the consequences following? Here is the 
twelfth section: 


Every person who shall present himself for registration shall state, under oath, 
how long he has continuously resided in this State, and in the county in which he 
is an alien or native born, &c. 


It would detain me too long, and every gen- 


offers to vote, whether he 


I will not read it all. 
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tleman can read it who wishes. I will read what relates to a case of 


removal: 


And if an elector has previously been admitted to registration in any ward 
township, or precinct in the county in which he resides, he shall not be allowed to 
register again— 

He has got to re-register, but he shall not be allowed to re-reg- 
ister— 
in another ward, precinct, or township in the same count until he 
tificate of the registrar of the former township, ward, or precinct th 





6 has been 


has removed from said township, ward, or precinct, and that his nar 
which 


erased from the registration books of the ward, township, or precinct from 
he has removed, &c. 

Now, here are two different cases altogether. They 
in their reason, and the one bears not the slightest analogy on earth 
to the other ; not in the remotest degree. Here is a case where A, 
residing in Hamilton precinct, removes to another precinct. Before 
he can vote in that precinct he has to re-register, or register de novo. 
In order to do this he has to produce a certificate from the registrar 
from the district from which he removes that he has so removed, and, 
in addition, that his name has been dropped or erased from the regis- 
tration books of that precinct. Here is a case which contemplates 
forfeiture, loss of registration in one precinct by the act of the voter ; 
but here it was not done by the act of the voter. He was in his own 
original precinct. He had not removed at all. It was the same pre- 
cinct, only it was created anew precinct. There was not, therefore, 
devolved upon him the duty of re-registering atall. He was a qual- 
ified voter duly registered in that precinct. The law which made the 
change undertook, and very properly undertook, to do and perform 
everything necessary to secure to him the benefits of his original regis- 
tration. How was that done? By directing and providing for the 
transferring of his name to a new set of registration books corre- 
sponding to the new precinct into which he was thus by the act of the 
law itself transferred. 

Isay, then, when this committee comes in here and asks us to accept 
as true and swear by their report, after these gross and palpable in- 
consistencies thus exposed, they ought certainly to indulge some lit- 
tle charity toward wayward human intellect that ventures to inquire 
a little into the matter and really distrusts a little their proceedings. 


are different 


Now let the gentleman occupy the time in explaining that. Do | 


you propose to palm off on this House a proposition that the twelfth 
section of the North Carolina statutes applies to this case? Let gen- 
tlemen state the facts, and let us act understandingly. 

I will now recur to the Merry Hill precinet. And I ask these gen- 
tlemen not to get offended. I want them to meet the case right here. 
Now, did not J. LB. Martin practice a fraud on the 103 men who cast 
the ballots to which I have referred? Yes, nobody controverts that; 
he admits it himself. Now, tell me, if you please, the difference 


up and making things even. You have turned out Hull and put 
Bisbee, and away goes $10,000 from Uncle Sam’s Treasury. And now 


you propose to turn out Martin and put in Yeates, and‘'$10.000 aad 
goes in the same direction. Now if you merely wanted to swan aetees 


vileave ines Tea. w ; i ee 
and leave things square, why did you not retain Hull and Marti: + 
and at the same time retain $20,000 in the common Treasur 

liere is an important point I have made in this case, and J ¢} 


lenge you, not detiantly, for I cannot do any such thing, but I, 
you as honest men to say if you will not count the 108 voti — ic 
Martin got the voters to poll in that precinct? Iask von to ea: 
they were not legally polled? And if not legally polled bee “4 
trick or fraud through the machinations of the opposing party, and 
it is sought to deprive the sitting member of them, will vou give + 
; gi 


LUS¢ 


et 
contestant the benetit of that frand? Shall Mr. Yeates come hoe: 
and ask you to purge polls in other cases beear £ fp ae ee 
1d asx you to purge polls in other cases because of fraud, and 1 

will you refuse to do justice that he may have the benefit of t 
. " a 

refusal? Wave you forgotten the old maxim? He that. see! 


equity, let him do equity; let him come 
before he invokes | or equity 

Mr. SPEAKER pro tempare, (Mr. STEVENSON. The time 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. JONES] has expired 

Mr. WEAVER. I ask that the time of the gentleman be extend 

Mr. SPRINGER. There is another hour for debate on that side 
Mr. SPEER. And that hour is under the control of the gentlema 
in charge of the case over there. 

Mr. JONES. I want only fifteen minutes. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. As the gentleman asks for only fifteen minut 
I ask unanimous consent that he have it. 

Mr. SPEER. We cannot consent to that: 
were allowed tothe other side to-day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair rec ognizes the gentlema: 
from Florida [ Mr. GISBEE] as now entitled to the floor, _ 

Mr. BISBEE. I would cheerfully yield a part of my time to th 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. Jones] if I had not agreed to vield it t 
another gentleman. : i 

Mr. PAGE. Lhope there will be no objection 
tleman from Texas fifteen minutes more time. 

Mr. SPEER. We cannot consent to that. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. If that is not allowed we will lose at least fiftes 
minutes time in discussing about it 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the Chair understand that th 
gentleman from Florida [ Mr. BisBEE] yields a portion of his time t 


into court 


with clean h md 


28 Justice 
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two hours for debat 


to giving the g 


| the gentleman from Texas ? 


between the man who perpetrates a wrong thing and the man who | 
z 5 


takes and appropriates the benefit resulting from that wrong? Tell 


me the difference, if you please, between the man who steals my | 


goods and the man who, knowing them to be stolen, appropriates 
them to his own use and benefit? As lawyers you know that the 
accessory would be sent to the penitentiary, if the principal was 
guilty of a crime incurring that penalty. Yet gentlemen say here 
on both sides that this case is entirely free from fraud. I know 
it is in latter-day polities, because fraud has lost its original signiti- 
cation. Nowadays smartness in politics is something all right. Act 
as you please, do anything, so that you do it legally, technically, and 
you are a smart fellow. Why, sir, we are renewing in some form the 
old Spartan law that would not punish a boy for stealing if he was 
smart enough to hide it. It was to stimulate their courage, it was 
said; and I suppose this House is asked to reject these 105 votes just 
to stimulate the courage and cunning of these poll-sharps. 

And I do not mean any personal offense; I could not do that. I 
am speaking of the matter in an official point of view. Here is a man 
who stole the goods, and here is the man who used them. Both are 
guilty, are they not? And now I want to know what is to become 
of the men or the tribunal that gives comfort and assistance in the 
escape of the man who uses the stolen goods? That is thiscommittee, 
don’t yousee? Iam alluding tothem. [Laughter.] 

Now, I ask this committee right here, l ask them solemnly as the 
Representative of an independent constituency, I challenge them 
upon their oaths to say in the presence of God and man if they are 
not just as guilty as J. B. Martin in sanctioning the fraud he com- 
mitted? Ido not say it, but I challenge them to say if it be not so? 

Mr. FINLEY. Does the gentleman apply the principles he now 
urges to the Louisiana electoral count ? 

Mr. JONES. That gentleman is perfectly insane upon everything 
touching Louisiana. [Laughter.] Now,to come back to the point. 
I do not wish to be, I do not mean to be, offensive. It is a painful 
duty to perform. I know there are good men not only upon that side 
of the House but upon this side. My experience is that in personnel 
there is no difference between them at all. But what does this thing 
evidence? It evidences the power that clannishness now possesses 
and wields in elections. 

Mr. SPEER. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment ? 

Mr. JONES. Ido not wish to lose any of my time. The gentle- 
man has had nearly two years in this case, and now he wants some 
of my little time. 

Shall I say another word in reference to this matter? I will tell 
you what the country will say. It will say that you are balancing 


Mr. BISBEE. I have not agreed to do that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then the Chair recognizes the 
man from Florida (Mr. BIsBeE ] as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. VALENTINE. The gentleman from Florida had agreed to yield 
a portion of his time to me; but if it is understood: by the House that 
there is but one hour left for debate on this side, and if the gentle- 
man from Florida desires to address the House for at least one-hal! 


| of that time, I do not desire to speak on this question, because I di 


| not feel that I could do it justice in thirty minutes. 


Therefore, s 
far as Iam concerned, the gentleman may, if he chooses, yield th 
time desired. I will, however, ask unanimous consent that I may 
print some remarks on this subject. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request o/ 
the gentleman from Nebraska, [Mr. VALENTINE?] The Chair hears 
none, and leave is granted. [See Appendix.] The Chair now desires 


| to know whether the gentleman from Florida yields a portion of his 


time, and if so, what portion, to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr 
JONES. | 

Mr. BISBEE. I thought the House would give the gentleman from 
Texas unanimous consent to proceed. [Cries of “No!” “No!”) Then 
I yield the gentleman fifteen minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Now, there is one other point that I want to make 


| By the report of the majority of the committee Hamilton precinct is 


| the day of the election. 


| directory, but is mandatory in such a sense that not being comp 


allowed, which reduces the majority of the contestant to 96 votes 
even if his majority without this precinct be conceded, according t 
the claim of the contestant himself, to be 156. Now, Vandemere pre- 
cinct, excluded by the majority of the committee, gave the conteste: 
40 majority, and South Mills precinct, excluded by the majority 
of the committee, gave the contestee 64 majority, making 104 ma- 
jority; so that if these two precincts are erroneously excluded the 
majority of the contestant is overcome. Now, I make the point that 
the two precincts, Vandemere and South Mills, were excluded sole); 
upon the ground that the polls were not opened at 7 o’clock a. m. 0! 
I have not time to read the report, but thai 
isthe ground given by the majority of the committee for rejecting 
these two precincts. There is no evidence establishing fraud 4 
those precincts; there is no evidence showing that anybody who re- 
mained and endeavored to vote was prevented from voting ; but the 
majority of the committee assume that the law in regard to Ui 
opening the polls at seven o’clock is mandatory. 

Now, gentlemen, tell this House what you mean by “ mandatory. 
Do you mean that at every election the law must be conformed to 
in every particular, or else the entire election is an absolute nullity 
Do you mean to hold that the provision of the law requiring the 
polls to be opened at seven o’clock is not, as the lawyers say, ma 


with the election is an absolute nullity ? 








that ground I hold you to your own authority as quoted 
Pa rselves. What is the decision of the courts in reference to this 
y you sstion! The decision of the courts, as quoted in the major- 
— ort is that if the polls be closed before the time prescribed by 
s y Til opened after the time prescribed, and in consequence a sufli- 
ie t number of voters to change the result are prevented from vot- 

“the result is—what? That the entire election is rendered abso- 
ye) null for the good reason that you cannot tell who would have 
- . d those votes, and therefore cannot tell who was elected. Now, 
+ the vote of those precincts is decisive, and if those precincts are 
+, he excluded on the ground given, then as a matter of course, in- 
f Mr. Yeates being elected as you contend, I say that accord- 


If you take 


ciel 


ate v ( “ ° . . 
«to the very authority you cite, there is no election at all; the elec- 
nt sust be remanded to the people. 


If you will get your almanacs and examine them, you will find that 
she cun did not rise until half-past six o’clock on the second Tuesday 
November, 1878, and I will undertake to say that there was not 
solitary poll in that congressional district, or any other in that 
State, that was opened at seven 0 clock on that day; so that if the 
vosition of the majority of the committee be correct, there is not a 
‘litary member now sitting here properly as a Representative from 
that State. ? . 

. Do you insist upon that doctrine as law? If you do, I ask you as 
swyers to tellme where you learned such law. Did you learn it from 
that man J. B. Martin? It is the doctrine propounded in his brief. 
You certainly found it in no law book in the United States. For 
vears and years we have been holding proper elections; and there is 
not a single instance where an election was declared absolutely null 
and yoid because the polls were not opened at the particular time 
prescribed by law. We have been holding elections for one hundred 
vears; aud if we are now so strained in this case that we must needs 
make a precedent contradicting and overthrowing the practice and 
experience of one hundred years in order to seat this contestant, do 
not those who do this subject themselves at least to criticism whether 
they deserve itor not? Thatisforthemtodetermine. Ido notspeak 
here in any spiteful spirit ; Icertainly would not willfully wound any 
man’s feelings; but in discussing these questions we must necessarily 
he somewhat angular at times as well as incisive ; the case demands it. 

Now, the proof shows that at South Mills the polls were opened at 
half past nine, or perhaps fifteen minutes after. The proof shows 
that every legal voter who remained and sought to vote was allowed 





to vote. Now, if you exclude these precincts on such a ground, you 
may be honest in doing so, but I ask whether an honest, unsophisti- 


cated mind would not suspect that you did so because you wanted to 
one man and defeat another? I donot put the question myself, 
hut does it not thrust itself into this case? That is a point which is 
itself decisive and conclusive in this case, and I ask gentlemen on 
the other side to pause before they follow party blindly in sustaining 
such a position. 

Let me come back to the point. I ask you whether I did not state 
the question fairly? If the votes were honestly cast, and there is no 
suspicion placed on them, if they were all honest ballots, if they were 
all fair ballots, if no one was prevented from voting, if they be cast 
out and the man who received the majority be unseated and ousted 
and another take his place, will it not be the triumph of red tape and 
trickery over a free election and fair count? That is the position we 
occupy. Ido not speak especially for anybody on this floor but my- 
self, but as “ greenbackers,’” weak in number, we must needs rely 
onthe right. We have no other course. We can turn neither to the 
right hand nor to the left, unless our cause be backed and supported 
by the right. When we have that, we can challenge the worst, even 
fate itself. 

We, the greenback party, want to be right. Gentlemen come up 
here and disclaim interest, partiality, bias, and all that. In behalf 
of my party, I say this, if we vote with the republicans on this or any 
other oceasion, it is because we do not permit them or anybody else 
‘0 outstrip us in devotion or support of a free ballot and a fair count. 
It is the cardinal principle of the greenback party. Without it we 
can never hope to win. The very same elements of place and power 
Which now manipulate the two old parties will control forever if the 
gteenback party cannot get afree ballot anda fair count. It is, then, 
in the interest of that party, it is in the interest of this idea, we are 
lighting for a free ballot and a fair count. 

What is to be gained, I ask, by unseating one man and seating 
another? The object of election laws, and indeed of all laws, is—to do 
what? Itisto ascertain the sentiment, the will, the wish of the honest 
a, and when it is ascertained, the end of the law having thus 
— accomplished, it should have force and effect in our republican 

‘Overnment. It is the only object of it. Shall I tell lawyers on that 
ae y Honse who have read law and learned it, that when the 
“ason of the law ceases the law itself ceases? Why these techni- 
calities, these ceremonies, these rubrics surrounding our polls, except 
“prevent them against fraud and intrigue and trickery? 
. the ballot be shown to have been fairly and honestly given, it 
watters not whether it came in the back door or the front door. It 
ouniaie < no concern whether red-tape was properly tied here or 
om see — there. If it be an honest vote by a man under the 
volves 1 “ on on it, the end of the law is accomplished, and it de- 
dag at is House, possessing both legal and equity jurisdic- 
; contend, to say whether the ballot shall be counted or not. 
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Mr. BISBEE. Mr. Speaker, during the short time I have been in 
possession of my complete rights on the floor of this House has 
been intimated to me, if not openly suggested in public debate on 
the tloor of the House, that gratitude should keep me silent in this 
case. I hope, sir, that I shall never be so wanting in tl 
impulses of the human heart as ever to be ungrateful for any tavor 
conferred, especially by the other side of this House. But I know 
of no definition of gratitude that requires its expression for the 
conferring of a right long, too long, withheld from me and my con 
stituents. 

And I am not precisely a volunteer in this case. The sitting mem 
ber knew that for a decade and a half and over I had lived in and 
breathed the same political atmosphere he has, and possibly thought 
I may have a keener insight and a keener appreciation of democratic 
methods in the South than gentlemen who live in other and, in this 
respect, more favored portions of our common country. 

Now, if I make a summary statement of this case it will be correct 
to say that the majority of the committee propose to reject all the 
votes of four polls at each of which the sitting member had a ma- 
jority and at all of which he had 2 majority of 303. They also propose 
to reject the 108 ballots headed “ republican ticket,” and the 120 at 
Goose Nest they refuse to count. 

I shall contine my remarks to three precincts, Hamilton, Merry Hil! 
and Goose Nest, because under the decision of the majority of the 
committee if at any two of these polls the votes in question be counted 
the sitting member has a majority. But this is not all. In order to 
seat the contestant, if my calculation is accurate, we have to dis- 
franchise 1,313 of the duly qualified electors of the State of North 
Carolina. That isthe whole proposition with which we are confronted. 
It has been stated, and I repeat it, we are asked to count out the sit 
ting member. Now I may be naturally rather sensitive on that sub 
ject and interpose objections. The pleasure afforded to him who is 
counted in is not entirely unmixed with pain, while to the counted 
out it is an unending source of unmitigated torment. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. SPEER] says that one precinct 
takes pride in the euphonious name of Goose Nest. We have all heard 
of a mare’s nest, but the gentleman from Georgia can take to himself 
the proud distinction of having found a very large mare’s egg in a very 
small goose nest. [Laughter. ] ; 

Now, as to the facts of this precinct. The gentleman in his report 
(he admits it is his report) says: 

Before, however, the committee can set aside the action of the author 
State of North Carolina they must have submitted to them better eviden: 
that which the contestee has offered, that 154 votes were registered 

In another place he says: 

Not one of these 154 voters was called, although they were all residents of that 
precinct. The witness W. A. Johnson tells a very incredible story, and it is but 
reasonable that had 154 voters been refused the right of voting at that precinct 
the contestee would have offered evidence sufticient to satisfy the committer of the 
fact. * * None of these voters are identitied by evidence sutticient 


the nobler 


Now, I propose, Mr. Speaker, to show that the contestant himself 
has admitted over his own signature that these voters whose votes 
are in question were present and tendered their votes. I send tothe 
Clerk’s desk, and ask him to read on this subject that portion of the 
brief of the contestant in reference to Goose Nest precinct, which 
covers this point, premising that it is signed “ Jesse J. Yeates, con 
testant.” 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The contestee has filed a list of names of 160 persons who he says desired to vote 
for him but were refused and not allowed to do so 

The evidence printed by the contestee, pages 64 and 73, inclusive, printed record 
shows very conclusively that they had no right to vote. Goose Nest precinct had 
been abolished in 1876, after which the voters of said precinct registered and voted 
at Hamilton precinct, the same township. In August, 1878, Goose Nest precinct 
was re-established, and the statute of North Carolina, acts of 1876 and 1877, chap 
sections 11 and 12, require the voters at Goose Nest precinct to obtain a cer 

icate from the registrar of Hamilton precinct, certifying that they had been reg 
istered on the registration books at Hamilton precinct, and their names had been 
erased, in order to allow them to vote at Goose Nest precinct anterior to the day of 
the election. This these men had refused or declined to do, but simply came for 
ward, without complying with the law, and offered to vote at Goose Nest precinct 
while they were registered at Hamilton precinct on the books. They were prop 
erly refused, as the law was ample to prevent men voting at two precincts 

Mr. BISBEE. Now, the point I make is this: that the report says, 
and it is a very important branch of this case, that the evidence is 
not suflicient to satisfy the committee that these men came forward 
and tendered their votes. One witness, Mr Johnson, testifies that 
when he found the votes of these men were being refused he 
upon himself the task to make a complete list of them, and he wrot« 
out the names and looked at the ballot of each voter as he came up 
to vote and was refused. The gentleman upon the other side, from 
Georgia, has criticised very severely the testimony of Mr. Johnson 
He thinks it very remarkable that he should have written down 
the names of those rejected voters and that he should have looked at 
the ballots which they offered to vote. Why, it isthe very thing that 
would be done everywhere under similar circumstances. Nothing is 
more natural than where in a case of this kind he found that his can- 
didate was losing votes by the erroneous ruling of the election officers 
that he should take their names and look at the ballot with a view 
of proving that fact thereafter, in case of a contest. Itis set forth in 
the report that Mr. Martin should have called the voters individually 
to testify. 

That would have been no better evidence than we have here 
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witness Johnson testifies to what he saw. Now, the testimony of 
A to an act performed by B is just as high testimony as the testimony 
of B himself would be to the same act. It is not secondary evidence. 
It is primary evidence; and if he had called each individual voter in 
this case he would have had but one oath of each voter to the fact 
that he tendered his vote and was refused; and that we have here 
now. The testimony of the witness, Mr. Johnson, unimpeached, no 
effort made to impeach it in any manner whatever, is that each of 120 
of these voters actually tendered their votes and were refused. 

Mr. SPEER. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. BISBEE. With pleasure. 

Mr. SPEER. Will he not concede that one method of impeaching 
a witness is to disprove the fact testified to by him? 

Mr. BISBEE. 1 will come to that presently. 

Mr. SPEER. Mr. Lamb, the registrar, testifies that the registra- 
tion list from which Mr. Johnson says these names were called did 
not contain the names of all the men he claimed were on the list that 
he made. a 

Mr. BISBEE. I will come to that and answer it In & moment. 

I repeat, the contestant has admitted the fact that they were there 
in person and tendered their votes, and the only question here for us 
to decide is whether or not they were lawful voters. Again, the gen- 
tleman from Georgia knows, every lawyer knows that when a fact is 
assumed in the progress of a trial of a case and after the testimony is 
adduced, if inthe argument before thecourt or the jury counsel should 
undertake to deny that a fact so assumed to exist had not been and 
ought to have been proven, he would be stopped in his argument. 
Any member of the bar that should attempt that would be rebuked 
by any upright judge. 

But here not only is this fact assumed, but counsel for contestant 
in eross-exalmining this witness assumes it and only asks questions 
pertaining to their qualifications as voters. Here not the lawyer and 
advocate disputes the fact—he admits it—but the judge to whom the 
case is referred denies that a fact is proven which the contestant 
admits. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. SPEER] took, I will say, a just 
pride in his exhibition of independence during the present Congress. 
I do not wish to take from him any laurels he has won in that direc- 
tion; but what I complain of here is that he has become too inde- 
pendent; he has become independent of the evidence and the admis- 
sion of the contestant. The gentleman says the register of deeds of 
this county contradicts the witness Johnson. I deny it so far as the 
evidence in this case is concerned. Mr. Johnson made a list of these 
voters, (marked A,) which is put in evidence; and he says, when in- 
terrogated, as follows: 

Q. Do you know whether or not a list of the electors so appearing on the books 
and refused to vote was taken at the time each name was called, and by whom ? 

A. Ido; the list was taken by myself at the time they were presented and I 
have the list in my possession now, and I took each name down as they were 
called, —_ a refused, as the registrar called each name from the regis- 
tration book, and here is a certified copy of the original lists marked A, and is 
herewith filed as a part of this deposition. 

Q. State whether or not you examined the bailots of each person whose name 
appears on this list at the time they-were tendered and refused, and if you know 
the name of which candidate that appeared on each ballot. 

(The counsel for the contestant chyects because it is a leading question, because 
the best proof of what was on the ballots is the ballots themselves.) 

A. I dia examine them and that they had the name on them, “ 
Joseph J. Martin.’ 

Now, all thet Mr. Lamb testifies to with this list in his hand, with 
the registration of Goose Nest and Hamilton in his hand, is this: 
The following question is asked : 

Take the list marked A and compare it with the registration book of Goose Nest 
precinct, and tell me if you find the names on the said registration book, and how 
they are marked there. 

This was his answer: 

I find all, with the exception of thirteen, marked challenged and rejected. Those 
thirteen I don't find on the registration book, and one I find that voted. 

«). Take the list marked A and compare it with the registration book of Hamil- 
ton precinct, and tell meif you find the names on the list on the registration books 
of Hamilton precinct 

A. All with the exception of twenty-one. 

We do not know whether the 21 included the 13 or not; and so 
they are both deducted, the 13 and the 21, making 34, from the 154, 
leaving 120 about which there is no dispute that they were registered 
and offered to vote. 

But it is claimed that while speaking in general terms this wit- 
ness Johnson says he wrote down the names as they were called off, 
and for the reason there happened to be thirteen which the registrar 
could not find, we must conclude that Johnson swore falsely and re- 
ject his testimony. But evenif Johnson’s testimony is thrown aside, 
we have the admission of the contestant here, and that is the end of it. 

I will not read the twelfth section of this statute, which has been 
repeatedly read, but I ask that it become a part of my remarks: 

Sec. 12. Every person who shall present himself for registration shall state, un- 
der oath, how long he has continuously resided in this State, and in the county in 
which he offers to vote, whether he is an alien or native born, when he became 
twenty-one years of age, whether married or single, and where and with whom he 
resides. Upon the request of an elector, the registrar shall require the applicant 
to prove his identity or age and residence by the testimony of at least one elector, 
under oath. And if an elector has previously been admitted to registration in any 
ward, township, or precinct in the county in which he resides, he shall not be al- 
lowed to register again in another ward, precinct, or township in the same county 
until he produces a certificate of the registrar of the former township, ward, or 
precinct that said elector has removed from said township, ward, or precinct, and 
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that his name has been erased from the registration books of the ward. towns} 
or precinct from which he has removed; and the identity of any perect Ownshiy 
the right to be registered in any precinct of the same county by virtue oo Claiming 
tificate with the person named therein, shall be proved by the oath of the h cer 
ant, and when required by the registrar, by the oath of at least one - 
Every person found qualified shall take the following oath : ‘I do anion. 
swear (or aftirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United oe mn 
constitution of t he State of North Carolina; that I have been a residentof the. _ 
of North Carolina for twelve months, and of the county of for ninet aan 
that Iam a duly qualified elector, and that I have not registered for thi: 7 a 8 
in any other precinct, and that I am an actual and bona fide resident of aad t 
ship, (or precinct ;) so help me God.” And thereupon said person shall a 
mitted to register, and the date of his registration shall be noted opposite | be per 
jn the registration book. SHO DIS Name 


1€ Clay 
Other electoy 








It is to my mind too plain for argument, too plain for the eyasin, 
of the most astute mind, that the twelfth section of this statute line 
no application to these voters. Those whom the registrar marked 
opposite their names with the word “ certificate ”’ were allowed to 
vote, those whom the registrar had marked with a cross opposite thei; 
names were not allowed to vote. But the twelfth section applies ty 
persons who have removed from one precinct to another and they must 
get a certificate under that statute that they have removed and that 
their names are erased and go to the precinct into which they had re. 
moved and take a-personal oath before the registrar. There is no pre- 
tense that in this case the voters whose votes were received did any 
thing of this kind, but the registrar of Goose Nest precinct obtaine 
certificates for the democratic electors that their names had been 
erased, not that they had removed, but the testimony of the assistan; 
registrar at Goose Nest precinct is that in point of fact such certif. 
cates were false; their names had never been erased. He testifies « 
himself. In answer to a question he says: 

I did assist in writing the certificates and marking them “ granted,” but did yo: 
assist in erasing any of the names, as none of them are erased, but marke 
site each name, “certificate granted.” 

Why, sir, so far as this section of the law is concerned, the very rea. 
son assigned why these republican voters should not be allowed to 
vote, excludes the votes of the democratic electors. They both stani 
on the same footing. : 

These 120 electors had been duly registered at Hamilton precinct, 
As a matter of law, I ask lawyers on the other side of this House if 
they know of any case where it has ever been decided that an elect. 
or, through the manipulation or usurpation of the executive depart- 
ment of the government, can be disfranchised? The point I make js 
this: these electors once having been registered according to law 
and the law having created a new precinct cutting them off from the 
old, not requiring any personal act on their part, could not be disfran- 
chised by any act of the executive department of the State of North 
Carolina nor of any of its officers. Some years ago, in the better 
days of the State of Alabama, at least so far as elections are con- 
cerned, the supreme court of the State, according to McCrary, section 
6, in the case of the State vs. Adams, 2 Stuart, 239, supreme court of 
Alabama— 

Held, that no department of the government, nor all of them combined have th: 
power to divest an individual of his constitutional right of suffrage. 

Under the construction of these statutes of North Carolina, passed 
in 1877, this case is what lawyers term a casus omissus. Neither the 
sixth section nor the twelfth section in exact terms applies. But ther 
is a fair ground to infer when the names of these voters were trans- 
ferred from Hamilton back to the Goose Nest book, that under sec- 
tion 6 of the statute they were to all intents and purposes duly on th: 
registration book and entitled to vote. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the contest so far on this precinct has been that 
these votes ought to be counted. I do not understand that any gev- 
tleman who has addressed the House in this case has denied that it 
through fraud, violence, intimidation, or the erroneous ruling ot 
election officers a vote is tendered and refused, that it should be 
counted. It is admitted, as I understand, as a proposition of law 
that a vote tendered and illegally refused should, in a contest in this 
House, or elsewhere, be counted the same as if cast. Mr. McCrary 
in his work, which is cited approvingly all through the majority re 

port, so lays down the doctrine. Now, if there ever was a case in the 

Eiohsey of this House, and there are numerous such, where the votes 
of voters which have been tendered and have been refused should lv 
counted, we have the case before us now, providing any votes cast 4 
this poll are counted. I wish to present this precinct from another 
point of view. I contend that it is undeniable that if these votes are 
not counted, then the whole precinct should be rejected and none 
its votes counted. I make that claim under this doctrine, that wher 
from any cause, not the fault of the electors themselves, they have 
in considerable numbers lost their right to vote from want of regi* 
tration or otherwise, through the fault of the election officers, ™ 
whole precinct must be rejected and none of its votes counted. U2 
that point I read from McCrary on Elections, section 9: 

It being conceded that the power to enact registration laws is within the powe: 
to regulate the exercise of the elective franchise and preserve the purity of © 
ballot, it follows that an election held in disregard of the provisions of a regis\" 
tion law must be held void. (44 Missouri, 347.) 

Again, quoting the text: be 

Where, however, a portion of the voters of a given precinct are thus ae 
denied the privilege of registration, and another portion are duly re "borejected 
permitted to vote, no doubt is entertained but that the entire poll shoul een 
if the votesof the former class cannot be counted, and if they are sufficient!ynu 
ous to affect the result. 
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Now, in this case the authority cited shows that there can be no 
ubt that the entire poll should be rejected. If counted or rejected 
ing member has a majority, according to the views of a ma- 
f the Committee onElections. Themajority for the contestant 
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‘at this poll was 132, and the majority of the Committee of Elections 
ay +» 


“punt that vote, although under the law if the other 120 who were 
refused were not properly registered without their fault, the whole 
int inct should be set aside. ae 
‘Why is a precinct set aside in any case? Because of the uncer- 
tainty as to the result. Now, if you set aside South Mills precinct, 
Vandemere precinct, and Salem precinct, on the ground that the elec- 
sion ofticers delayed opening the polls until after the hour prescribed 
iw law, 1 ask gentlemen of this committee who signed this report, I 
ack the lawyers on the floor of this House, by what reason can they 
nelude that Goose Nest precinct should be counted, when at least 
ne hundred and twenty electors were disfranchised by no fault of 
rown, but by action of the election officers? There can be no 
‘ood reason Whatever given for any distinction. The trouble is that 
you count those 120 votes or reject the whole poll, there would be 
sn end to the case of the contestant and of all pretense that he was 
elected. My own opinion is that the election at this poll was wholly 
llegal. The election officers themselves under the law should have 
met on the Saturday preceding the election to hear challenges on the 
part of those who objected to any of the registered voters. Instead 
of that they did not meet until Monday in the afternoon preceding 
the dav of election, and then decided that the electors must obtain 
sertificates from the officers of the precinct where they were regis- 
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tered. 

- 1 the registrar at Goose Nest precinct, a democrat, and a friend 
of the contestant, rushed off with an assistant to the registrar of 
Hamilton precinct and obtained certificates for the democratic vot- 
ers, Those voters never saw those certificates, and never registered 
at Goose Nest precinct by taking the oath prescribed by law. 

Now, as to Merry Hill precinct and the 108 marked ballots that 
were cast there, I shall say but little. That matter has been dis- 

ussed in all its phases, and I can add nothing new. It occurs to me 

that in view of what was done there, in view of the fact that this 
democratic judge of Bertie County, this friend of the contestant, 
himself, had printed and circulated these ballots in order to impose 
ipon and defraud the colored republican voters at that poll—it oc- 
urs to me that if we were to change one letter in the name of that 
precinct, it would then be properly designated. 

The law of North Carolina evidently contemplates and implies that 
the device must be put on the ballot and on the outside of the ballot 
1e voter himself or with his consent. Now, these electors, these 

lored men imposed upon by this democratic sharper, never con- 
sented to cast a ballot with anything on it that would invalidate it. 
The case which the statute contemplated is not made out. If you 

int the 108 votes, admitting all that the contestant claims and 
at is accorded to him by the majority of the committee at Goose 
Nest, then Mr. Martin has a majority of the votes in the district ac- 
cording to the opinion of the majority of the Committee on Elec- 
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Now, as to Hamilton precinct, the only gronnd—and I wish the 
members of this House to seize upon that point—the only ground upon 
which we are asked to exclude that poll is that Mr. Martin, the sit- 
ting member, temporarily tock the place of the registrar and with 
his pencil checked off the names of forty or fifty voters as they came 
up tovote. That is all. 

Instead of Mr. Martin being reprimanded for doing that, I contend 
here that it was an act of merit on his part, that it was done in the 
interest of a fair election. Had those names not been checked off the 
voters might have voted a second time, or others might have voted 
in theirnames. This checking is a guard against fraud, and it is im- 
material who does it. It does not affect the validity of the election 
one particle. 

_The testimony upon that point has been read. Two witnesses swore 
that Mr. Martin acted fairly and honestly; that what he did was 
done above-board and in the gaze of the people standing around the 
poll and coming up to vote. It is an idle, flimsy pretense that any 
iraud was committed there, or that there is any justification for re- 
Jecting the vote cast at that poll. On the contrary, this gentleman 
who circulated these ballots ought to be in the penitentiary. It is 
the proper place for him. A gentleman who will connive, plot, scheme, 
combine, confederate, and conspire to steal the franchise from his 
‘elow-man ought not to be at liberty, but he ought to be behind the 
‘ron grates and bars. Yet having robbed, as he supposed, these elec- 
tors, this man, J. B. Martin, (not contestee,) solemnly and gravely 
&sKs us to be particeps criminis ; he sends up the fruit of his iniquity 
he te and asks us to receive it. Instead of giving the stamp of approval 
such acts, we should set the seal of condemnation on them, and an- 
ae the world that no man can gain aseat in this House by such 
inethods, 

Upon this subject of persons temporarily taking the place of an 
~€ction officer, I desire the Clerk to read from volume 31 of the Cali- 
tornia Reports, 

The Clerk read as follows: 
~ Je irregularities complained of were the appointment by 


+ 
electior 


the judges of the 


acct m, and not by the electors there assembled, of a person to serve as inspector, 
‘aspector appointed by the board of supervisors having failed to attend, and - 


be 
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the taking of the ballots from the box and reading them to the tellers by one Heath 

who was neither judge, inspector, nor clerk of theelection. It appears that neither 
the judges nor the inspector could read and that Heath was invited by them te read 
the ballots for that reason. There is no pretense that by reason of these irregu 

larities any illegal votes were cast for the respondent, or that the ballots were not 
read correctly by Heath, or that the contestant was not allowed in the tally all the 
votes that were cast for him, or that the respondent was allowed more votes than he 
was entitled to, or that they contributed in any manner to cause the respondent to 
be declared duly elected. Mere irregularities which do not affect the final result 

or in other words, do not produce a different result from that which would have 
otherwise happened, are not vicious. Electors cannot be denied the benefit of thei: 
votes upon such slender grounds. 





Mr. BISBEE. That, Mr. Speaker, is the law upon this subject en- 
tirely applicable to this case. Why the registrar was absent we do 
not know. It may have been on the ground of sickness in his fam- 
ily, or if may have been that he had taken too much of that corn 
juice which the average ‘“tar-heel” of North Carolina considers 
largely superior to water. In any possible view of this case the con- 
testee is entitled to retain his seat. 

Now, there has been some reluctance to hear discussion on this 
question. In former periods of our Government it was not thought 
beyond the duty of the ablest and most talented members of the 
House to investigate and argue at length contested-election cases. 
In my judgment this case is of vast importance. The questions here 
presented are more important than all others pending before this 
House. Finance, interstate commerce, postal telegraphy, and even 
the Morgan resolution sink into insignificance when compared with 
the question of the purity and freedom of the ballot. Upon this rests 
the corner-stone of our Government. All other questions may be 
postponed, but the question shall the will of the majority be over- 
thrown through fraud, chicanery, or violence ought not be post- 
poned. This assault made upon the contestee’s title reminds us that 
the fate of republicans in the South has indeed been a hard one. It 
is a remarkable thing for a republican candidate for Congress to come 
here from the South with a majority on the face of the returns. This 
the sitting member has accomplished. What they attempted to do 
in North Carolina we are asked to complete here—to count him out. 
I appeal to members on the other side of this House who reside in 
more favored portions of the Union, where the law is executed, where 
the will of the majority prevails, where the indignant gaze of an out- 
raged people would destroy as with fire him who attempted to thrust 
his wicked and criminal hand into the ballot-box—to those gentle- 
men I appeal by their judgment here to-day to declare to the coun- 
try and to the world that the privilege of the elective franchise shall 
be maintained, that law and order and the prosperity that flows from 
them shall not be overthrown in any portion of our common country. 

Perhaps the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. KrEIrer] the other day 
criticised too severely these democratic managers. I wish to remind 
him and the House that some progress has been made even in the 
State of North Carolina. The crimes revealed in this record are less 
enormous than the crimes and scenes depicted in the “ Fool’s Errand ” 
and “ Bricks Without Straw.” Leading republicans in North Caro- 
lina are no longer executed under the decree of the Ku-Klux Klan. 
Then it was the man, now it is the ballot that is murdered. But the 
testimony justifies the conclusion that democratic election officers 
have connived, plotted, and conspired, to prevent a correct expres- 
sion of the popular will. The political friends of contestant, Mr. 
Yeates, have printed and circulated what they believed to be illegal 
republican tickets, for the purpose of defrauding illiterate colored 
republican voters. They have delayed opening the polls at re- 

ublican precincts, to furnish a pretext for rejecting returns. They 

lave attempted to manipulate registration laws so as to receive 
the ballots of democrats and exclude those of republicans. While 
not so glaring and flagrant, the majority of the House propose to 
make them just as effective for a political purpose as other frands 
and crimes upon the elective franchise in many of the congressional 
districts of the South, which democratic public sentiment still sus 
tains and approves of. After the election in the second Florida dis- 
trict in 1878, the friends of a defeated candidate,in order to count 
him in, destroyed the precinct returns in Brevard County and forged 
others in their stead, giving him 194 more votes than were cast for 
him, and this, too, in a county that had never cast a larger total vote 
than 169. At the same election, in Marion County, democratic officers 
substituted 93 democratic ballots for a like nusnber of republican 
ballots at one poll. At another poll,in Madison County, where the 
republican candidate for Congress received 57 majority, the return 
was destroyed, and the ballot-box with its contents burnt up; and in 
the same county, at another poll, 200 republicans were forcibly pre- 
vented from voting, and the chief of those who performed this last 
piece of iniquity was honored in 1880 with a democratic nomination 
for State senator; and though defeated, he and three members of the 
State Assembly were counted in, and took part in the late election of 
United States Senator. In Alachua County, Florida, in 1878, the 
county canvassing board rejected three precinct returns, which gave 
the republican candidate for Congress 470 majority, which returns the 
supreme court of the State unanimously decided to be regular and 
perfect, and which the Committee on Elections of this House and the 
House itself have unanimously decided to be good and valid returns, 
and that the canvassing board did not possess the power to exclude 
them; and the gentleman who counseled and advised this flagrant 
wrong, an ex-circuit judge of the State and a learned lawyer, while 
under indictment for it in the Federal court, was made one of the 
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democratic presidential electors to represent the sentime 
and free ballot and an honest count.” 

In the first congressional district in Florida, in 1°75, from one poll | 
in Escambia County, where the total number of registered voters was | 
but 53, and 18 of those were republican, the democratic inspectors | 
returned a democratic majority of 102 votes. At the same election, 
in the county of Jefferson, 1,400 colored republican electors went to 
the polls to vote, and were denied the right on the pretense that their 
names had been stricken from the registration book by the arbitrary 
and criminal action of a democratic board of county commissioners. 
In this congressional district, in 1478, the names of republican voters 
were corruptly stricken from the registration books and their votes 
were refused or destroyed by fraud to the extent of 3,000; and thus 
two democratic Congressmen were counted in and certitied elected 
from the State of Florida—and one of them still occupies a seat on 
this floor—neither of whom had any more right to it than the captain 
of a privateer has to the plunder which his piratical crew have cap- 
tured and stolen from their innocent and helpless victims. And yet 
no democratic leader denounces the infamy of their crimes, or even 
feels a sense of shame at their commission. 

The Legislature of Florida, increased in number and apportioned in 
utter disregard of a plain constitutional provision—an illegal Legis- 
lature beyond the shadow of any doubt in the eye of the law—many 
members of it being elected through shameless and stupendous ballot- | 
box stuffing and other flagrant frauds, recently elected a United States | 
Senator, and this Senator-elect, knowing full well the truth of what I | 
have stated, that the Legislature was apportioned in palpable vio- | 
lation of a clear constitutional provision for purely partisan purposes, 
that large numbers of that Legislature were returned elected over the 
dead and prostrate form of hundreds and thousands of republican 
votes—that the election was a farce, a mockery, and a sham—con- | 
scious of all this, he, the Senator-elect, commenced an address before | 
that Legislature, so constituted and elected, in the following words: | 

I congratulate you and the people of this Republic that we are still permitted to | 
employ some of the old agencies and methods necessary to a free and fair expres- | 
sion of the public will. 





tof “a full 


Such is the key-note of a speech to a legislative body by a leader 
of modern democracy which is to-day the representative of successful 
fraud and triumphant usurpation. I repeat, democratic public senti- 
ment not only does not condemn, but rewards with elevation to ofiice 
the perpetrators of high crimes upon the ballot-box and upon the 
principles of representative government. 

The democratic majority here have decreed that the only repub- 
lican member who was certified elected from thirteen Southern States 
must be turned out to meet a political exigency. 

Hard indeed has been the fate of republicans in the South. But | 
we do not despair. The eradication of error and the growth of truth | 
is slow. To acclimate republican principles in the Southern States | 
has been as difficult a task as the growth of a plant from the north | 
pole under a tropicalsun. The provisions of equal rights, equal laws, 
and equal justice in the Constitution still nourish our hopes of a 
brighter and better future. Happily, despite fraud in the South and 
forgery in the North, by the signal victory won by the splendid | 
courage of the constituents of this side of the House, we have been 
rescued fora time from that fathomless abyss upon the verge of which 
we stood last November. Tremblingly and with bated breath we 
waited the sound of that knell that might “summon us to heaven or 
to hell.” But, notwithstanding the national victory achieved, the | 
glorious light that shines out from the northern and western skies 
still reaches the South with enfeebled and diminished rays, and in 
the words of the matchless eloquence of our President-elect, we de- 
mand that the “sun of liberty fixed in the firmament of the Consti- | 
tution shall shine with equal rays upon the black man and upon the | 
white man,” in the South as well as in the North. Every advance 
taken by the Chief Magistrate of this nation, every messenger sent | 
out bearing the olive branch of peace and reconciliation, which we | 
all so ardently pray for, has been met with a blow in the face. 

We of the South believe the democratic party is one gigantic con- 
spiracy to nullify or defeat the late amendments of the Constitution 
and the laws passed to execute the same. For ten yearsit has played 
the role of hypocrisy, by which the country has been deceived and 
misled, until it gained control of both branches of Congress. Has 
not the mask been torn off yet? Does not the most confiding opti- 
mist yet see the horrid front which it concealed? Does any one need 
further evidence? 

Within four years the country has been startled by two bold at- | 
tempts at revolution, one to unseat a President duly declared elected, 
and the other to starve him into submission to the demands of the 
democratic party. And we are to-day confronted with the possibili- 
ties of a third, for which the pending measure is but the prelude to 
the scenes that may be subsequently enacted. 

If the threatened storm shall pass over, and we reach the ides of 
March in safety, if sixteen years of residence in the South has taught 
me anything, 1 warn the President-elect and the country to beware of 
unmanly sycophancy, and that “bending of the suppliant hinges of | 
the knee that thrift may follow fawning,” which, if again trusted, 
will develop a type of perfidy compared with which the character 
of Iago is the portrayal of a saint. 

Mr. Speaker, on such slender grounds as this case presents I do 
not believe a member from a Northern State would be unseated. 
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Public sentiment would not be so insulted. In fidelity to the prin 

ples of their party the republicans in the Southern States eee ues 
been surpassed by any of their political brethren in other por a 
of the Union. The hard and unequal contest which they have mad 
was forced upon them by the logic of events, and they could nor 
escape it. They have been falsely accused, traduced, and vilified 
by a partisan press incapable of telling the truth of a political enpe. 
nent. But when passion and intolerance shall no longer rule the 
hour, when the sacrifice made, persecutions suffeied, odium oe 
ostracism endured, and the heroic courage displayed by souther» 
republicans that the tree of liberty might live and tlourish sa th 
soil of the South shall be appreciated, the friends of human rich: 
and of popular government will erect a monument to their men or 
whose summit shall pierce the skies and which will endure foreyve: 

Mr. SPEER. I now call the previous question. ing 

Mr. CALKINS and Mr. VAN VOORHIS, by unanimous consent 
obtained leave to have printed in the RecorD remurks on the pet ( 
ing election case. [See Appendix. ] ae 

Mr. FIELD. If the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. SPEER] will wit 
draw fora moment the demand for the previous question, I will move 
as a substitute for the pending resolutions the resolutions submitte, 
by the minority of the committee. The gentleman can then dema» i 
the previous question on both sets of resolutions. 4 

Mr.SPEER. If we adopt the majority resolutions there will be y 
need of voting on those of the minority; and if the majority resol 
tions fail, then we can adopt those of the minority. — 

Mr. KEIFER. It iscustomary in all these cases to allow the m 
ity resolutions to be moved. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands the gentlem 
from Georgia to decline to yield for that purpose. 

Mr. KEIFER. I think the gentleman from Georgia does not under 
stand, perhaps, that the motion indicated by the gentleman frou 
Massachusetts is always allowed in cases of this kind. 

Mr. SPEER. The minority resolutions are in, of course. 

Mr. FIELD. If it be understood that the question is pending o: 


t r 
tions 
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| both sets of resolutions, that is all we desire. 


Mr. SPEER. It is understood that the minority resolutions are in 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The substitute of the gentleman fron 
Massachusetts is in, and the question is on the demand for the prey. 
ious question. : 

Mr. MANNING. Is it not on both propositions? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes; on the substitute as well as th 
original resolution. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered 

Mr. SPEER moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also move 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPEER. I now yieldsuch portion of the hour remaining to me 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BELTZHOOVER Jas he sha! 
desire. 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER. Mr. Speaker, this case comes before th 
House on the majority and minority reports of the Committee 
Elections. The majority report was adopted in committee by the votes 
of nine members, and the omission of two gentlemen to sign it was 
merely accidental. The minority report is signed by five members 
of the committee. One gentleman did not vote in the committee, and 
did not sign either report. On these reports and the able arguments 
of the distinguished gentlemen who presented them we were willing 
to rest the determination of the case. The gentlemen on the othe 
side of the House did not concur, however, in our disposition to ccm 
to a speedy vote, but have consumed about five hours in their etiort t 
sustain the minority report. In addition, therefore, to the hour taken 
by my colleague, (Mr. SPEER,] who wrote the majority report and 
opened the case, I will ask the indulgence of the House during the 
remaining hour to present, as briefly and as plainly as I can, the 
propositions of fact and law on which that report is founded, and by 
which it seems to me to be clearly sustained. 

This contest arises out of the election for Congressman which was 
held on November 5, 1878, in the first congressional district of the 
State of North Carolina. In 1874 this district elected the democrati 
candidate for Congress by a majority of 1,000 over both bis compet:- 
tors and a plurality of about fourteen hundred over the one having 
the next highest vote. In 1876 the democratic candidate was again 
chosen by a majority of 1,200, and in 1880 the democratic candidate 
1 In 1878 we have the anomaly pre 
sented of two republican candidates running, and therefore dividing 
the republican vote, against a concededly popular democratic eandi- 
date, who polled his full party vote, and yet one of these republican 
candidates is certified as receiving a plurality of 5lvotes. This tact's 
one which we call attention to on the threshold of this case. It wa 
doubtless one of the controlling circumstances which led to the‘ 
vestigation which resulted in the contest. Mr. Yeates, the contestan', 
upon inquiry and examination, ascertained that there had been - 
grossest irregularities and misconduct and fraud on the part of the 
election boards in four election precincts in the district, namely: A‘ 








South Mills precinct, in Camden County; at Vandemere precinct, in 
Pamlico County; at Hamilton precinct, in Martin County; and o 
Providence precinct, in Pasquotank County. Mr. Martin, the con — 
in response to the notice of contest, alleged that irregularities an¢ in 


formalities had occurred at Salem precinct, in Pasquotank County; 
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+ Merry Hill prec inct, in Bertie County; and at Goose Nest eee 
E Martin County. The testimony and arguments on both sides wer 
1 to these seven pre eincts. Be fore the contest had proceed led 
far in the dise ussion before the committee, however, it was conceded 
a the contestee and his counsel that a majority of 39 votes, which 
n given for contestant in P = idence precinct, but which had 
t been re turned and counted for him, should be added to his vote, 
».1 thereby reduce the returned beard of the contestee from 51 to 12. 
» sitting member, therefore, holds his seat from a strong demo- 
district, which before and since the election in controversy 
formly elected democrats, by the very slender plurality of 12 
ge , therefore, is the point from which we start in the in- 
ration of the case. The contestee has 12 plurality, and there 
eS precincts on ear h side. We will begin with the 
ati “ of the contestant’s case, and consider first the precinct 
ills. At this preci inct the contestee had 64 plurality, which 
a report of the Committee on Elections concludes should 
je ba from the count for the e following reasons 
he polls, w hich should have been opened at seven 0" 
ened until a o'clock, and, in addition to the three 
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mnosed of only two, and these were not swort 
board thus illega ed and 
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as drunk. 

Ve v il consider these objé 
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5 inthe case of Chadwick rs. Melvin, (Brightly, iief- Jus- 
Thompson, of the supreme court of Pennsylvania, held that “if 
be opened at a much later hour than that prescribed by law, 
poll must be rejected.” In view of the facts and these 
horities it was clearly incumbent on the contestee, if he desired to 

retain the majority given him at this precinct, to have shown that the 

ontestant did not suffer by the very considerable deviat m the 
é proper time for opening the polls and by the adjournment of the elec- 

tion board for an hour or more at noon. The contestee has not at- 
tem pted to repei I the pre sumption of un fa tirness by any testimony, and 


therefore cannot compl: tin of the conclusion of the majority of the 
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ion fro 


5 i ommittee, But adding the second and third objections, which we 
Wil next examine toge ther, t< = irst, the conclusion justified by that 
becomes inevitable. The election law of 1-77 referred to above, in 


sect 


oy, prov ides that— 
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g @ peace for each county, on or before the first Monday 
0 of the month next preceding the month in which each election is held, shall ap- 
point four judges or inspectors of elections, two of whom shall be of a diff re nt, 
political party, when possible, from the registrars ch place of holding elec 
’ nin their respective counties. The said judges of election shall attend at the 
5 places for which they are severally appointed, on the day of election, and they, 
ogether with the registrars for such precincts or townships, who shall attend with 
registration books, after being sworn | by some j ustice of the peace, or other per- 
i a rized to administer oaths, to conduct the tion fairly and impartially 
cording to the constitution and laws of the State, shall open the polls and super- 
3 ntend the same until the close of the election. 
is law plainly provides that there shall be four judges of election 
loreach election precinct; that they and the registrar shall be sworn by 
me justice or person authorized to administer oaths; that they shail 
r attend at the polls on the day of election and open and « onduct the 
' election. Let us see what oc curred at South Mills precinct and how 
e the requirements of the law were complied with. The testimony 
5 Plainly shows: ; 
| a irst. That at ten o’clock Sheriff Sawyer, who was a mere intruder 
: and not sworn, opened the polls. 
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ed to administer 





these were sworn by Sawyer, who was not authoriz 
oaths, and whose act was therefore a nullity. 
Third. That the republican judge, named Overton, 
window and received and handled the votes, was drunk all day. 
a That notwithstanding the loss of three hours in opening 
» polls and that seven hundred and sixty-four names were on the 
ceaitaes of voters, all entitled to vote that day, this unsworn, illegal, 
and drunken board adjourned and closed the election for an hour or 
ay at noon 
Fifth. That when the board adjourned at 
box in the custody of Overton, 
ol of it during the t 


ts my : . 
Sixth. ihat voters were 
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the drunken judge, who had comp! 
e polls were c 
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port the contestee. Darrington, a witness called, testifies : 

Q. Were you told by any one prior to the day of t lection that Mr. Kehoe, of 
the republican executive committee of the ate of North Carolina, was goir 
send down $2,500 for electioneering purposes, and that a portion of that sum would 
be sent to y 

A. I I was told by Joseph J. Martin ‘was going to send 

wn £2.500to Mantin} forelectioneering } he | Martin} would 

nd some of it to e, and wanted me todoa n his interest 
R rd, pag 

In this inst » Mr. Martin, the contestee, directly otiered money 
bribe to e witness, who was a prominent and iniluential colored 

oter, to support him. 

his same witness, further on, says that one A. P. Cher deputy 
Y . 17 er 
Lived ates collector of internal revenue) offered the witness the 
ottice of census-taker if he would vote for the contestee. He also 
) +} } a +? ¥ , vy 
says (page 52) that the same offer was made to several others on same 
conditions. On the une page he further says: 

I saw papers addressed to colored voters and signed by C. Gurkin, who was 
chairman of the republican execut committee of the first congressional district 
of North Carolina, in which he promises that Joseph J. Martin will pay t 
monev if they w vote for him (Martin) and do l they could to preeure his elec 
tion I know. , Toseph J. Martin made offers to pay money to other 
voters if they would te for hir nd do all they could for him at said electior 

Same witness, on same page, states that was circulated among 
the colored voters, about a week or ten vs before the election, that 
if the colored voters would unite and elect Joseph J. Martin to Con- 
gress, that he Martin,) if elect | would cause the lands of the white 
people to be sold, and that they (the colored people, or voters,) would 
have a chance to buy them,” and the witness said that ‘“‘ many said 
to me that that was one of the reasons that would induce them to 

. ’ 
vote for J« sep Je Martin.” 


In answer es Mr. Martin, the contestee, has 


to these grave charg 





not put in one word of denial, either himself or by calling witnesses. 
And here I desire to call attention to the statement of the ventleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. KEIFER,] who said in his speech on this case the day 
before yesterday that the registrars and officers of election who acted 
illegally and fraudulently were democrats, and that the judge of 
election, Overton, who was drunk, was a democrat. When said 
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does not sus- 
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1 this case 
n, was a republic 


which the record i: 
Mr. Overt 


, he made 


This « 


a statement 
election oflicer, 
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and Mr. Wilcox, in the Salem precinct, was a republican registrar; 
and most of the polls where these frauds were committed, where 
these irr ulari ties and illegalities and disregard of law took place, 





were con I 


dr. 


olled by republican officials. 
SIFER. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him? 
s-LTZHOOVER. I hope the gentleman will not interrupt me 
ted his remarks. 
KEIFER. I want toset the gentleman ri; What precin 
is that to which he refers where the registrar was a republican ? 
Mr. BELTZHOOVER. I refer to Salem precinct. 
Mr. KEIFER. And the registrar himself swears 
erat. 
Mr 


eht 


he was a demo- 


ELTZHOOVER. Is: 
capacity was a republican, and 
was a republican. 


Mr. MANNING. The 


that the man who acted there in that 
this judge of election who was drunk 


yentleman from Ohio stated on yesterday 


that Mr. Overton was a democrat. That is not st poe by the tes- 
timony and the record. 
Mr. KEIFER. Mr. Overton was not the registrar at that precinct 


I was speaking of the registrars. 
Mr. BELTZHOOVER. I cannot, Mr. Speaker, in the brief time 
allotted to this side of the House against the five hours consumed by 





gentlem« the other side, allow any interruption, for I will not 
misstate a single fact as shown by this record. I have made a care- 
ful investigation of this testimony, and I assure gentlemen on the 
other side, as well as on this side of the House, that the statements 
which I make are eorrect. 

Mr. KEIFER. Now, Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER. I cannot submit to interruption, Mr. Speaker. 
I did not interrupt the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. KEIFER. I stated, and I desire to repeat it, that every one of 
the registrars appointed at that election was a democrat. 


Mr. MANNING. 
Ohio will ir 
shows that he w 


It is very remarkable that the gentleman from 
hat Mr. Wilcox was 2 democrat when the proot 
as a republican, and Mr. Overton also. 

Mr. KEIFER. I stated very plainly in my speech that Mr. Wilcox 
was a republican, and I stated further that every registrar at that 
election was a democrat. 
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Mr. MANNING. And you stated that Mr. Overton was a democrat 
when you had the proof before you to show that he wasa re public an. 

Mr. KEIFER. I spoke very plainly of the registrars at that elec- 
tion as being democrats. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair desires to state tot 
= sman from Ohio that the gentleman from Pennsylvania de 
be interrupted, 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER. I would gladly yield, Mr. Speaker, for a cor- 
rection or for a question by any gentleman not a member of the Com- 
mittee on Elections and who is not informed by the record in this 

case. But I am compelled to reply inan hour to the speeches of gen- 
tlemen on the other side which occupied five hours and I must go on 
to do anything like justice to the case. When the gentleman ‘from 
Ohio made his misstatements and spoke or claimed to speak from the 
record, asserted in correction of these errors that the registrar at Sa- 
lem was a republican sheriff and the drunken inspector at Souih Mills 
was a republican, ond I stated the facts as shown by the record in 
this case and which no geutleman cognizant of them will attempt to 
controvert. 

Again, these two inspectors, or judges, this dfunken one and the 
sober one, and the registrars not only violated the law in not opening 
the polls until ten o’clock, but with the registry in their hands show- 
ing that 764 votes were to be polled which “would re quire all the time 
allowed that ds ry for the election and notwithstanding that three 
hours had been lost in the morning, they adjourned the election at 
South Mills at 12 o’clock and went to dinner and staid away an 
hour, taking out of the ten hours allowed the electors of that district 
four hours of the time they were entitled to and ought to have had 
to enable them to poll all the votes there. Further, it is conclusively 
shown by the testimony that they thus acted not only in defiance of 
their duty and of the law, but when they went to dinner they com- 
mitted the ballot-box containing the votes to the custody of the 
drunken republican judge of election and he took it in his posse ssion 
and locked if up ot kept the key himself for an hour in defiance of 
their duty, in defiance of the law. 

Another witness, too, testifies that he was tendered the office of cen- 
sus enumerator if he would vote and act for Mr. Martin. The testi- 
mony not only shows fraud and bribery and irregularity and negli- 
gence, but also intimidation all through that precinct over the c olored 
vote; for the contestee and his party friends, as my colleague sug- 
gests, broke up the school of this colored school-teacher, Barrington, 
because he did not submit tothe domination and intimidation of the 
contestee and his friends in this election. Now, then, taking the 
plainly prescribed rule of law, that where the deviation from the 
a ul hour of opening the polls is great, and adding to it the fact that 
they adjourned an hour at dinner,and further, ‘the irregularities, 
frauds, and misconduct of these election officers, I hold that it becomes 
infinitely more strongly the duty of this House to throw upon Mr. 
Martin, the contestee, the burden of showing that at this precinct the 
contestant suffered no harm. 

Instead of Mr. Martin, the contestee, showing this, oe sver,as he 
was bound to do, the proof of the contestant shows clearl y that out 
of the registry of 761 votes there were only polled in that precinct 
390 votes, leavi ing of the votes unpolled almost one-half of the regis- 
tered votes, whic hh was the direct result, as the committee concluded, 
of the shortness of the time and the misconduct of these officers in 
conducting the election ; and for the reason that the majority of the 
committee believed there was not a free, full vote and a fair election, 
they concluded unanimously that this poll should not be counted 
agi 4inst the conestant in this case. 

In addition to the law cited on the first objection above, the authori- 
ties pertineni to the second and third objections are full andclear. It 
was ruled in the well-considered case of Thompson vs. Ewing (1 Dione: 
ter, 99) that *‘an election must be conducted by the proper ofiicers, and 
an election held by mere inte nders and without title or color of title 
may be disregarded.” The decisions of this House on the same point 
in contested-election cases are also numerous. Among others may be 
cited the contested-election case of Howard vs. Cooper, Thirty- sixth 
Congress, (see Contested Ele ctions, L=64-65, page 232,) wherein the 
Committee on Elections say 


he gen- 
clines to 


Your committee have rejected the vote of the township of Van Buren. The law 
requires that the board of inspectors shall be constituted of three persons in number. 
The proof is clear that there were but two. And as there was no ae of inspec- 
tors known to the law, your committee see no way by whieh any legal effect can 
be given to the returned vote. They have therefore deducted it 


In the case of James Jackson rs. General Anthony Wayne, (Clark & 
Hall, page 47,) a Georgia case, dec ided in 1791, it was held that 
“where the law requires three magistrates to preside at an election 
and a return was made by three persons, two of whom were not mag- 
istrates, the return was defective ;” and the vote of the c ounty was 
rejected, 

In the case of Rufus Easton rs. 


ore 
wine 


John Scott, (Clark & Hall, page 
a Missouri case, decided in 18 16, he ld, “if an election is required 
by law to be held by three judges, who are required to be sworn, and 
it is held by two not sworn, their proceedings are irregular, and the 
votes taken by them are to be rejected.” 

We come next to the Vandemere prec inct, where the contestant 
had 40 plurality. At this precinct the polls were not opened until 
twelve o’clock. Two of the judges or inspectors were absent. The 
republican electors by a conspiracy in refusing to act under the law 
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“Guaeebeteditite. ssacuk cacsudidea bahactiibiacdamntnn teaninclemenielllneiaians Mauch cee ee the appointment of inspectors or judges of election w » till 
noon of that day. The law requires that where election inspect = 
are appointed by the registrar he shall appoint an equal inaped ~ 
each party. In this case, after the registrar had appointed the dome 
cratic inspector he could not get from the whole number of people 
there one to admit that he was a republican and serve as an el ection 
officer at that precinct, although the very men whom he offe red t 
appoint as inspectors and judges afterward voted and w orked for ¢} ‘o 
contestee. Now, this wasa de mocratic precinet and by reason of t} his 
failure to open the polls at twelve o'clock twenty-tive or thirty elec ian 
are shown to have gone home, thereby losing their votes, and t 
told their neighbors that there would be no ele ction held at that pre- 
cinct. Out of the registry of 167 votes 102 only were polled, leayi; ig 
65 votes at home, which the testimony of two witnesses, Holton and 
Gatlin, proves were democratic votes. They both swear that the 
republican vote was all brought out, but that the democratic vote 
was not voted, and that many of the democratic voters after ¢ oming 
there went home on account of this de ‘lay in the opening of the polls 
By this delay the voters of this precinct were allowed only five hours 
instead of ten hours, which the law tixes as the time within whic! 
they can exercise the right of suffrage. ; 

Now, the law as applicable to South Mills is still more apposite to 
this case. Here the detention was not only to ten o’clock but ti 
twelve o’clock of the day of election; and the burden of proof—al- 

though the contestant assumed to show that he sufferec i—the burden 
of proof was on the contestee to show that no harm resulted to the 
contestant by reason of this gross irregularity and great deviation 
from the time fixed by law for opening the polls. 

Mr. WILSON. What did he show ? 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER. The contestee showed nothing. The con- 
testant showed that the whole vote of the republicans was out and 
voted and that it was a democratic precinct; but that of the demo- 
cratic voters aconsiderable number came there and went home with- 
out voting, and many others were kept at home by reason of these 
reports that there would be no election. Would it be a free, fair, 
honest election where the polls are opened at tw elve o'clock when 
the law requires that they shall be opened at seven? Is it a fair, 
free election when the electors are entitled in a precinct to have ten 
hours to vote to give them but tive? Is it a fair, free election whe re 
electors come and stay away from their business in order to vote until 
nearly noon and then go home because their business calls them, 
thereby losing their own votes, and tell their neighbors there is not 
going to be an election, thereby preventing their neighbors from 
coming to the polls? 

We next come to the Hamilton precinct. The law of North Caro- 
lina provides that ‘no person who is a candidate for any oftice shall 
be a registrar, or judge, or inspector of an election.” That isac lear, 
mandatory, imperative inhibition against any one acting as an in- 
one tor, judge, or registrar in an election in which he is runni ng as 

candidate. It is one of the immutable principles tixed in the j juris- 
a iene of every civilized country that no man shall be the judge 
of his own case. And if this House desires to preserve the purity ot 
the ballot-box as the bulwark of civil liberty and free institutions, it 
is their duty to see that this fundamental principle which governs 
all civilized nations and all judicial tribunals and all intelligent 
men in their action shall not be violated in this case. Mr. Martin, 
the contestee, did not live in this precinct. He came down twelve 
miles from his own voting place and went to the polls at Hamiltou 
and took charge of the registration of voters, and he remained there 
until one-sev enth of that whole vote was cast, fifty or more votes 
I need not read the testimony which was r-ad in your hearing by the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. SPEER] and the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. F IELD] | who was extre smely fair in all that he said in 
this case. 

The committee hold that this precinct should be rejected, first, tor 
the reason that thiscontestee, who wasa candidate for the high otiiceot 
Congressman, came over there and acted as registrar and had char, ge 
of the registration during the polling of fifty or one-seventh of the 
whole number of votes cast; second, because while he acted as regis- 
trar he.was not only not swor n, but he was not appointed nor asked 
to act. He boldly and impudently and in defiance of law and — 
and decency forced himself into the election board. In none of t 
cases on this subject, where candidates acted as election officers in 
their own election, does it occur that the man so acting was not 
a sworn ofticer of election acting at least under the sanction and s0- 
lemnity of an oath. At this election there was no one running but 
Yeates and M artin, and it was therefore a worse case than that ot 
Boileau, which occurred in Philadelphia, and is reported in Parsons’ 
Select Equity Cases, volume 2, page 505. In that case, while Coxe 
was running for the oftice of assessor of elections he acted for a time 
as clerk of the board of elections. Boileau was running for alderman 
on the same ticket. On the ground that Coxe was acting as an o! flicer 
at that election while running for another little office, it was con- 
tended and argued with great force and great ability, although un- 

successfully, that Boileau’s election was avoided. The ground ou 
which the court allowed the election of Boileau to stand was, that 
althongh Coxe’s election would have been avoided, Boileau, not run- 
ning for the same office, could not come within the same inhibition 
which would avoid the other. Inv iew of these facts, what was the 
plain duty of Mr. Martin in this case? 
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+ eo as he was With the violation of a fundamental principle 
a jaw, was it not for him to come forward and show aftirmatively 
t (oe wrong was done, that no votes were improperly influenced, 
Snel all the votes were correctly recorded and counted, and that the 
vil list corresponded with the votes? He should have shown that 
itmost bona fide had controlled his conduct in this matter; that 
~ wrong had been done to the contestant by his acting. — 

Now, the Committee on Elections, finding that he was silent as the 

ve. neither answering himself nor calling witnesses as to his mis- 
Or aact believed that his silence and indifference justified them in 

~ ‘nding the votes at this precinct. Mr. Martin, the sitting member, 
om far exceeded the decencies and proprieties of a candidate for Con- 
yes, and so Violated the law, that it is confidently submitted that 
* would not be becoming in this House or right to count the vote of 
that precinct 1n this election. 7 ee 

It is proper to say that two of the members of the majority of the 

umitteeexpressed adoubt as to whether this poll should beexcluded, 
hot on everything else, as I have said, the report was unanimous. If 
che result of the election depended upon this poll it may have been 
» question Which would have influenced some other members of the 
pymittee in passing upon it. But with 64 votes at South Mills pre- 

net, and with 39 votes at Vandemere precinct the contestant is 
elected by @ majority of over 50, without cornting the vote at Ham- 

ton precinct. , : 
“Now | will turn to the precincts which were attacked by the con- 
tostee inthiscase. First, we have the Salem precin@t. The contestee 
‘sists that there were 135 votes cast for him at this precinct which 
were not returned, but which were excluded by the board of canvass- 
ers, That precinct, with Providence precinct, is in Pasquotank 
County, and the board of canvassers for that county make this decree 
‘1 reference to the Providence and Salem precincts : 

The votes, a3 returned by the board of canvassers from the precincts of Salem 
nd Providence, were not received and counted by the board on account of infor- 
mality, and therefore not counted in the above statement. 

“The above statement” referred to was the general return of the 

unty. Now it is contended that because Providence precinct has 
heen counted for the contestant, giving him 39 votes, for the same 
reason Salem precinct should be counted. But, as my colleague on 
the committee, the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. SPEER, ] very ably 
although Providence precinct was rejected for informality, the 
same Salem precinct, it was not for the same informality. 

Providence precinct was rejected because the registrar of election, 
nstead of one of the election board, carried the returns up to the 
county board. This was a mere trivial, unessential deviation from 
what seems to be the strict letter of the law. Beyond that there was 
no informality at Providence precinct. 

But when we come to consider the grounds on which Salem pre- 
cinct was rejected by the board of canvassers, we find, added to that, 

ve different and distinct reasons, which I will proceed to give. The 
tirst is, that at Salem precinct, where the republican sheriff acted as 
registrar, the polls were not opened until twelve o’clock, and not until 
after twenty-live or thirty persons plainly proven to have been there 
to vote had gone away. 

Secondly, it is proven that this Sheriff Wilcox, a republican sheriff 
anda violent partisan friend of Mr, Martin, who boasts that during his 
life he has held all the offices in the gift of the people of that neigh- 
borhood, and therefore should be presumed to understand distinctly 
the duties of an election officer, went and obtained the appointment 
of himself as registrar in the absence, on account of sickness, of the 
registrar who had been previously chosen, To secure this appoint- 
ment Wilcox went to a justice of the peace, and with the full knowl- 
edge that a registrar of election should be under the law sworn todo 
his duty, he came away from the very presence of that justice of the 
peace without having taken the oath prescribed. 

Now, why would a man who knows the law go and get an appoint- 
ment as an election officer and act as we have shown this republican 
registrar in this case has acted, in violation of the law, without being 
sworn as the law prescribes, if he had not in his heart at the time of 
his appointment a purpose of committing the irregularities which 
have been charged? In addition to this, he was appointed by only 
one justice of the peace, while the law he well knew required the 
appointment to be made by two justices. 

We contend, therefore, that he acted corruptly in not being sworn 
when he had a chance to be sworn. Now, what else did he do? He 
came back tothe polls and assumed himself to swear in the other 
ouicers of election without the slightest authority to administer an 
oath. Therefore it was that the board of election at Salem precinct, 
v hich vote gentlemen want counted, was not only a violent partisan 
board run by this republican sheriff, but not a single ofticer of it was 
sworn according tolaw. There was no responsibility of an oath rest- 
ing on those officers. , 

Now I wish to call the attention of gentlemen to the fact that the 
object of the oath of election officers required by the law is that they 
may be convicted of perjury if they fail in their duties, as they did 
inthis case. But when they failed to take the oath they assumed 


nal ee aahility beyond that of any other citizen under the crimi- 
Hal law, 7 





rress, 





} > this case there was no sanction of an oath thrown around the 
allot-box, but an irresponsible republican otticer, the sheriff of the 


hy, bi 


county, without himself being sworn when he had the opportunity 
to be, took charge of the polls, and, as I will show you, Mr. Yeates 
lost in this precinct 102 votes, or more than two-thirds of the demo- 
cratic vote usually polled at that precinct. 

It was shown by testimony that Mr. Yeates ran ahead of his ticket 
in every precinct in that county, and in every county in the district, 
while Mr. Martin, it is incontestibly shown, ran behind his ticket. 
Coming then to this precinct, we tind that in 1876 Mr. Yeates, who was 
then a candidate, had 103 votes and his competitor had 201 votes, 
giving his competitor a majority of 68. Coming down to 157s, and 
taking this poll as returned, Mr. Yeates has 29 votes and Mr. Martin 
164. In that election Mr. Yeates lost, therefore, as we have stated 
above, 102 votes, while Mr. Martin, engineered by this republican 
sheriff registrar, lost only 37 votes. Why, this very registrar himself 
swears that the democratic vote at this precinct was 100 or there 
about, yet under his management of that election-poll there were 
cast for Mr. Yeates only 29 votes. 

Now for the reason, first, that the electors had only tive instead 
of ten hours to vote, for the reason that the officers were not sworn in 
this case, for the reason that Mr. Yeates suffered out of all proportion 
when compared with the other precincts in that county and that dis- 
trict, the committee believe, and they are sustained incontrovertibly 
by the testimony, that there was not a fair, free, full election 
precinct. 

We were not asked to count the vote. We were asked to reverse 
the decision of the canvassing board who declined to count it. The 
committee believe, with these facts before them justifying the can 
vassing board in rejecting those votes, that this House sitting as a 
court to review this case would not be justified in reversing 
cision of the canvassing board and counting this vote. 

Now Mr. Speaker, we come to this much-discussed and little-under 
stood precinct of Merry Hill. At that precinet it is contended the 
board of election threw out of the count 108 votes which had been 
polled for Mr. Martin, the sitting member. I do not believe that any 
lawyer of this House who has any regard for his reputation will con- 
tend that the conclusion of the committee was not correct. 

I will quote the language of the committee’s argument on thi 


in that 


Lhe ade 


lls 
point: 

Che committee come to this conclusion with much reluctance: rh sasoning 
however, which leads to this conclusion is unanswerabl l un the itute 
leaves the committee no discretion 

One hundred and eight votes for Mr. Martin were thrown out and not counted 
because they had on them the words “ republican ticket,” at or near the head of the 
ticket, on the same side as the nameof the candidate and office. They were thrown 
out on the ground that the words ‘republican ticket’ were a device within the 
meaning of the laws of North Carolina. Mr. Martin contends that t illots 
should be counted for him. 

Section 18, chapter 275 of the laws of North Carolina, 1277, provides 


‘*The ballots shall be on white paper and may be printed or written, « 
written and partly printed, and shall be without device.’ 

* Sec. 20. When theelection shall be finished the registrars and judges of election 
in the presence of such of the electors as may choose to attend, shall open the boxes 
and count the ballots, reading aloud the names of the persons who shall appear on 
each ticket; andif there shall be twe or more tickets rolled up together, or any 
ticket shall contain the names of more persons than such elector has aright to vote 
for, or shall have a device upon it, in either of these cases such tickets shall not be 
numbered in taking the ballots, but shall be void, and the said counting of votes 
shall be continued without adjournment until completed and the resn 
clared.” 

If these words constitute a device within the meaning of the law, the statut 
plain that the ballots are void and are not to be counted. The counsel for the con 
testee, while denying that these words constitute a device, contends also that being 
on the inside of the ticket the case is within the decision of Drulinger The 


le ¢ ‘ 
It thereof de 


state 


(29 Indiana, 308,) and Napier vs. Mayhew, (35 Indiana, 275.) See MeCrary 404; 
Neff vs. Shanks, (Forty-third Congress 

The statutes of Indiana provid 

“Sec. 18. When any person offers to vote, the inspector shall pronounce his 








, the inspect 
name in an audible voice, and if there be no objection he shall e his ballot 
and in the presence of the other judges put the same unopened into the ballot-box 
when the name of such elector shall be again distinetly repeated by one of the other 
judges in the presence of the clerks 

“Sec. 23. That all ballots which may be cast at any election hereafter held in this 
State shall be written or printed on plain white paper, without any distinguishing 
marks or other embellishment thereon, except the name of the candidates and the 
oflice for which they are voted for, and inspectors of elections shall refuse all 
lots offered of any other description: Provided, Nothing herein shall disguali 
voter from writing his own name on the back thereof. 

The Indiana statute requires the inspector to put the ballot into the ballot 
unopened, and that the ballot shall be without any distinguishing marks or other 
embellishment thereon, and that the inspectors of election shall refuse al lot 
offered of any other description Under this statute the Indiana court hi 
the words ‘city union ticket’ on the inside of the ballot, even if it be conceded 
that these words constitute a distinguishing mark, did not render the ballot void 
and that the object of the act was accomplished by requiring all ballots to be uni 
form in external appearance. The same question was decided in Stanley Man 
ley, (35 Indiana, 275,) where the words were ‘republican ticket" on the 
the ballot. Under the Indiana statute the court say taat the statute ‘ does not 
authorize the inspector and judges to reject a ballot upon the discovery of sncha 
mark or embellishment at the time of counting out the ballots which could not 
be seen by the inspectors at the time it was voted.” The North Carolina statute 
is express that the ballots shall be withont device, and that if the ticket shall have 
a device upon it it shall not be numbered in taking the ballots, but shall be void 
This difference in the statutes renders the Indiana decisions inapplicable, and 
the sole question is, are the words ‘“ republican ticket" on the insid a ballot 
a device within the meaning of the North Carolina statute! With the policy of 
the statute we have nothing to do; one purpose of the statute may have been to 
prevent bystanders from knowing from observation how the voters voted. No 
statute can altogether prevent this; experts can easily distinguish between difler 
eut kinds of white papers, and the printing of peneee of theenmetne pertics would 
ordinarily be done at different printing oflices with different type ant ithe 
arrangement of the na 


the place on the ticket of the printed matter wonld ordinarily be 
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arent to a well-trained eye. The intention of the statute could be easily evaded 
if it did not also prescribe the size of the ticket and the size of the type, which 
the North Carolina statute has not done. Still the statute, such as it, must be en- 
forced, even if some provisions have been omitted that necessary completely 
to effectuate its intention. 

Another purpose of the statute may have been to compel, as far as is possible, the 
voter to select the persons he votes for independently of any contrivances on the 
ticket calculated to inform or misinform him of the opinions of the persons voted 
for, becanse devices are often contrived to mislead. Either way, we think that 
words prominently printed on a ticket and intended to designate or describe it, and 
which Sore a distinct meaning in themselves, such as, if untrue, might mislead 
the and whether true o1 
able, must be held to be a device w 
Elections, § 401.) These votes were 
rightfully 


are 


untrue would 
ithin the meaning of the law 
rejected by the State authorities 


voter, 
(McCrary on 
and we think 


Gentlemen may appeal to passion and prejudice; they may contend 
that great fundamental principles of law should be disregarded be- 
canse they seem to be mere technicalities, or perhaps lead to apparent 
improper paymentsof salaries. In reply to the last suggestion, I say 
that the gentleman from Texas, when he casts his reproaches at this 
side of the House and talks about unseating a member at the end of 
the term, and thereby paying from the Treasury $20,000 instead of 
$10,000, ought toremember that the other day, in the face of a unani- 
mous report from the Committee on Elections, he stood up and voted 
with five orsix others to put Mr. Boynton into Mr. LORING’s seat with 
with no law, with no anthority. Yet he challenges the in- 
tecrity of this side of the House because we follow the most distin- 
guished !awyer of the other side upon the Elections Committee in 
concurring in the rejection of this alleged vote in Merry Hill. 

Mr. JONES. Will the gentleman allow me a moment ? 

Mr. RBELTZHOOVER. I cannot be interrupted now. 

Mr. JONES. Will not the gentleman yield for a correction ? 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER. I decline to be interrupted. 

Mr. JONES. I was not in the House when the vote to which the 

" n refers was taken. But if I had been here I would have 


no case, 


‘ tle 


na 


iv 
~ 
V 


oted that way. 
Mr. MANNING. 

gentleman. 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER. Now,why do the gentlemen of the minority 
the committee when they come to make their report submit this 

) They concede that upon the 


It is a farce, then, to talk about “ correcting ” the 


point without one word as to the law? 
report of the majority of the committee upon the law this rejection 
was proper; and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. KEIrER] who at- 
tacks the report of the majority of the committee in regard to this 
precinct signed that very minority report. What does he say above 
his signature? I read from the reportoft gentlemen on the other side 
with regard to Merry Hill: 

rhese votes were rejected by the State authorities and are not included in Mr. 
Martin’s returned plurality. We leave to the consideration of the House whether 
these votes should now be counted for Mr. Martin or not. 

The gentlemen who make the minority report do not cite an author- 
ty: they do not make one suggestion why these votes should or 
should not be counted. So that as to this precinct we have a unani- 
mous report of the Committee on Elections. There is not a gentle- 
man on this floor who has any pretension to know anything about 
law who will risk his reputation by maintaining that the conclusion 
arrived at by the majority report was not law, was not equity, was not 
justice. The foundation of civil institutions as supported by the 
integrity of the ballot-box cannot be maintained unless the principle 
upon which this report of the Committee on Elections in this regard 
is based shall be sustained. 

What is the right of suffrage? It is not a natural, inalienable 
right. It isa right obtained under the law. It is a political right; 
and it is fixed and ascertained by law. When not exercised under 
the law itis a nullity. What the constitution and statute law of 
North Carolina, a sovereign State, declare to be null, and void, and 
dead, cannot be regarded by this House in deciding this case. These 
alleged ballots which were not counted, and which gentlemen say 
should be counted, were no more ballots in the legal sense of the 
word than the unused tickets which were strewn about the streets 
and around the polls after the election had closed; and they had no 
more right to be counted. 

But the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. KEIFER] charged in this case 
that the contestant or his friends were guilty of bad faith in this 
matter at Merry Hill. Let me say in reply to that, that Judge FIELD, 
on the other side of this House, concedes and declares that the utmost 
good faith was practiced by Mr. Yeates, the contestant in this case, 
and by the election officers, and by the registrar of the election, a 
democrat. Judge FIELD says in his argument, “the conduct of the 
people, the conduct of the election officers, has been honest, fair, and 
in every respect commendable.” And he managed the case and pre- 
pared the report of the minority of the Committee on Elections. It is 
in bad taste, therefore, for the gentleman to attack the bona jides of 
Mr. Yeates in this case and of the election officers. Mr. Freeman, the 
democratic registrar at Merry Hill, when he saw this kind of tickets, 
went out and showed them to democratic and republican voters and 
said if that kind of ticket was voted it would not be counted. He 
was a democratic officer and he did so before a single vote was polled. 
Instead of mala sides, there was the utmost good faith on the part of 
the election officers as shown by the testimony and as stated by Judge 
FIELD in this case. 


render the ticket easily distinguish- | 


I am informed, Mr. Speaker, that the time allowed to me 
exhausted, and therefore I must come hastily to the last precinct ip 
this contest. It is alleged by the contestee that at Goose Nest e 
cinct about 120 votes which were not polled ought to be 
him. T he committee hold, first, that under the law the board of elec 
tion officers in that precinct properly rejected those votes Then 
hold, secondly, that even if these voters were conceded to have ! - 
legal voters, there is not a scintilla of reliable testimony in this aon 
upon which you could predicate any just judgment as to how — 
men would have voted. Therefore on these two grounds the Comm . 
| tee on Elections believed they were fully justified in maintaining th, 
| decision arrived at by the election board at Goose Nest precinct. 

My time will not allow me todo more than make a brief stateme: 

the facts and the provisions of the election law of North Carolina as 
applicable to this precinct. On the 5th of August, 1878, Goose rh 
precinct and Hamilton precinct were all one, called Hamilton precinct 
On that day the board of justices of the county under the law divided 
Hamilton into two precincts, Goose Nest and Hamilton. At the same 
time they made an order appointing a registrar for Goose Nest pre- 
cinct, and directed him to transfer all the voters who resided in Goose 
Nest precinct from the Hamilton registration to the Goose Nest 
tration. 

It is conceded that in pursuance of this direction this transfer Was 
made, and that there was a legal registration of every vote in Goose 
Nest precinct so far as it could be legal under that order of the board 
| of justices of the county. It is also shown by the evidence that the 
registrar of Goose Nest precinct in pursuance of law gave thirty days 
notice to every voter in that precinct to perfect his registration or to 
object to improper registration, 

The law further provides that on the Saturday before the electio 
the judges of election shall meet and give a chance to every voter to 
perfect his registration, still further and finally, or object to improper 
registration. On Monday before the election there was a large pub- 
lic meeting in Goose Nest of democrats as well as republicans. The 
board of election officers and registrars met on Monday instead of 
Saturday. On that day, at the suggestion of gentlemen who under. 
stood the law, that board—two democrats and two republicans and 

the registrar—unanimously agreed that in order that these persons 
whose names were registered there could vote they would have to 
have a certificate from the registrar at Hamilton showing that thei: 
names had been erased at that precinct. That decision was concurred 
in by the republicans as well as the democrats. And no man in that 
community except the contestee has been heard to complain of that 
decision from that hourtothis. The notice was given to all alike on 
that afternoon, and that night a large number obtained certificates of 
erasure of their name from the registration at Hamilton. On the next 
day all voters who had been properly erased from the registration list 
at Hamilton were permitted to vote at Goose Nest, and those whose 
names were on the registration list at both places were objected to and 
were not allowed to vote. Why? Because the law of North Carolina 
provides, (1) clearly and distinctly who are legal voters, (2) how they 
shall prove their right to vote, and (3) where they shall vote. Oneof 
the principal objects aimed at by the law is to prevent any man from 
voting at any other place than his legal residence and from voting at 
more than thatone place. Therefore, every vote cast at Goose Nest on 
the 5th of November, 1878, at this election was alegal vote concededly 
The one hundred and twenty persons who, it is alleged, would have 
voted for the contestee at Goose Nest were not legal voters, for the 
plain and palpable reason that they could have also voted at Hamil- 
ton. If, therefore, they could have voted at Goose Nest first and af- 
terward at Hamilton, it would have been a grave infraction of the 
letter and the spirit of the law in one of its most essential particulars. 

Now, then, we contend, first, that these votes were illegal and were 
properly rejected, but if you concede that there is doubt about that 
position and say that they ought to have been allowed to vote, then 
we reply that they did not vote, and to-day this committee and this 
House is asked to count them without any reliable testimony which 
would weigh a feather before a court or a jury as to how they would 
have voted. 

It is alleged that 154 men came up and offered to vote, yet not one 
of that 154 is called to show how he intended to vote or would have 
voted. | 

Instead of this plain, legal way of showing how these men would 
have voted, a witness is called who is a non-resident of the precinct. 
One William Asa Johnson, who isa relative of Mr. Martin, came down 
there to stand at the polls, like Martin himself, who went to Hamil- 
ton. This Johnson says that during the day he took down the names 
of 154 men who he swears came up with tickets and who would have 
voted for Martin, the contestee. The names of these persons, he says, 
were on the registration list at Goose Nest, and they were not Te 
ceived, but all were rejected for the reason that they were also on the 
Hamilton registration and had no certificate showing that they had 
been erased therefrom. He swears he took the names down at the 
time—154 names of men as they were called ont by the registrar—but 
unfortunately he has not even the original list, and he gives us what 
he calls a certified copy. But we call the registrars of Goose Nest 
and Hamilton precincts as witnesses. The registrar of Goose _ 

| precinct swears that 13 of these names which Johnson swears he 
| took down were not there at all, and could not therefore have been 
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at, and that Johnson simply falsified when he says they were 
called out from that registration list. 
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Mr. KEIFER. The vote istaken on the first of the resolutions sub- ‘Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania, moved to dispense with the readi 
tted by the minority. of the names. a ee aoe 
The SPEAKER pro te mpore. The vote will be tirst taken upon the = onan “pe a . a oe 
substitute offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts for the report ane Stee wees 5 1en read. é: 
‘the majority of the committee. rhe lollowing pairs were announced : 
t : Mr. KEIFER. That is the Mr. BELFORD with Mr. MORSE. f 
0 Che SPEAKER nro temvore Mr. MARTIN, ot Delaware, with Mr. KILLINGER. 
: " : Mr. FERNANDO Woop with Mr. KELLEY, 
Mr. ORTH with Mr. WRIGHT. 

Mr. DEUSTER with Mr. CASWELL, for this day, on all questions ex- 
cept adjournment. 

Mr. SPARKS with Mr. Marsu, on this question. 

Mr. JOHNSTON with Mr. Camp, for this day. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, with Mr. Sapp, who is absent attend- 
ing a brother-in-law who is ill. His pair will be effective until his 
return on all votes involving a division of parties except to consti- 
tute a quorum, in which event Mr. WILLIAMS reserves the right to 
vote. 

Mr. O'NEILL with Mr. Ross, on all questions, including the ques- 
tion of a quorum, until Wednesday, February 2. 

Mr. WHITE with Mr. WHITTHORNE, on all political questions. 

Mr. JAMES with Mr. O'BRIEN, until further notice. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee, with Mr. Houx, on the election case of 
Yeates rs. Martin. 

Mr. WARNER with Mr. WILLIAMS of Wisconsin. 

Mr. EINSTEIN with Mr. O’REILLY, for to-day. Mr. O’REILLY would 

| vote for, and Mr, EINSTEIN against, the majority report. 

Mr. HUTCHINS with Mr. WALTER A. Woop, on all political ques- 
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irst resolution of the minority report. 
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aken upon both at the same time. 

, Mr. SPRINGER. There are only two questions presented here, 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
t 


nd the question will be 


rhether the sitting member or the contestant is entitled to the seat. 

Those who vote for the resolutions submitted by the minority of the 
mmittee vote for the sitting member to retain hisseat. Those who 

vote against them vote that the contestant is entitled to his seat. 

Mr, KEIFER. That is my understanding of the question as stated 
y the gentleman from Illinois. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The resolution submitted by the mi- 

y of the committee will be again reported. ; 
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Mr. RoBeson with Mr. EwinG, for one week, commencing last 
Thursday. | 

Mr. SCOVILLE with Mr. Crow Ley, on political questions for the 
legislative days of the 28th, 29th, and 31st January,and February 1 
and 2. 

Mr. Smitn, of New Jersey, with Mr. HarMeEr, until further notice. 

Mr. ARMFIELD with Mr. STARIN, until Monday, Mr. ARMFIELD re- 
serving the right to vote to make a quorum. 

Mr. DIBRELL. My colleague from Tennessee, Mr. WHITTHORNE, | 
is confined to his room by serious illness. 

Mr. HUNTON. My colleagues, Mr. JouNSTON and Mr. CABELL, are 
confined to their rooms by sickness. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. SPEER moved to reconsider the vote by which the substitute | 
was not agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 1935) to confirm 
to the city of Chicago the title to certain public grounds, in which the 
concurrence of the House was requested. 

CONTESTED ELECTION—YEATES VS. MARTIN. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. STEVENSON.) The question now 
recurs on the resolution ottered by the majority of the committee. 

Mr. SPEER. Let it be reported. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That Joseph J. Martin was not elected, and is not entitled to a seat in 
this House as a member of the Forty-sixth Congress, from the first congressional 


district of North Carolina. | 
Resolved, That Jesse J. Yeates was elected, and is entitled toa seat in this House 
as a member of the Forty-sixth Congress, from the first congressional district of 


North Carolina, 

Mr. CONGER. Iask fora division of the question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In what respect does the gentleman 
desire a division ? 

Mr. CONGER. I propose to divide the subject by having a vote 
on each resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the first reso- | 
lution. 

Mr.CONGER. I understand also a division was asked on the reso- 
lutiohs of the minority. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands not. 

Mr. KEIFER. Unquestionably, I asked that the question be | 
divided, and I voted under that impression. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Let the resolution be reported 
which is now to be voted on. 

Mr. KEIFER. Let me ask the Chair as a parliamentary question 
whether in the vote just taken we did not vote simply on the first 
resolution of the minority ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The vote was taken on the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fre.p. ] 

Mr. KEIFER. Which was the first of the two resolutions. 
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JANUARY 29. 


Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] I said that I understood it as he did; and 
that we would take the vote upon one of the propositions of the 
minority report. - 
Mr. REAGAN. When the question was raised the Chair caused the 
entire substitute offered by the minority to be read, and the House 
voted upon the understanding that the whole substitute was befor, 
the House to be voted on. ’ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has no difficulty in reca 
ing whet was said at the time. If the gentleman from Ohio [\; 
KEIFER] desires that the minutes of the Reporter be referred to— 
Mr. KEIFER. Allow me to make the suggestion that we now tal: 
a vote on the first resolution reported by the majority of the coy, 


| mittee. 


Mr. BLACKBURN, 
majority. 

Mr. KEIFER. That is right; there are two resolutions. 

The Clerk read the first resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That Joseph J. Martin was not elected, and is not entitled toa seat 
this House as a member of the For ty-sixth Congress, from the first congressiona 
district of North Carolina. 7 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Now, I make the point of order, and submit jt 
to the Chair for decision, that that is the very question upon whic) 
this House has just voted ; or rather the converse of the proposition 
upon which the yeas and nays have just been called is found in the 
first resolution of the majority report. That converse proposition 
was submitted by the minority and voted upon and rejected by th: 


Let the Clerk report the first resolution of the 


| House and is not now before this House to be voted on. 


Mr. KEIFER. If gentlemen on the other side will agree to that 
proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN, ] we 
will gladly accept it. ; 

Mr. BLACKBURN. We will doit. 

Mr. KEIFER. Very well; let it be understood, and we will neve: 
vote on this resolution. 


Mr. BLACKBURN. 


We have voted on the converse of this prop 


| sition and voted it down. 


Mr. KEIFER. 
say. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Which voting down was an affirmation of th 
resolution reported by the majority. 

Mr. KEIFER. I want to take the gentleman at his word. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I trust the gentleman will do so and stan 
by it. 

Mr. KEIFER. I do,and I agree that everybody on this side of the 
House will stand by it forever. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Then it is agreed that we have voted upon th 
converse of the proposition stated in the first resolution of the ma- 
jority of the committee, and have voted it down. 

Mr. KEIFER. Do not make any argument about it; but let you 
point of order be sustained. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks that the vote nov 
recurs upon the resolutions reported by the majority of the Commit- 
tee on Elections; that is what is now properly before the House t 
be voted upon. The gentleman from Michigan {Mr. CONGER] asks 
for a division, and therefore the first vote will be upon the first res- 
olution reported by the majority of the committee. 


Very well; now let your side agree to what yo 





The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thesubstitute was offered as one reso- 
lution, as the Chair understood. 

Mr. MANNING. I made the inquiry, and it was distinctly stated 
by the Chair that that was the case. 

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] made 


the statement—which I concurred in, and we then proceeded to vote— 
} 


that we were voting as usual on a single proposition. 

Mr. MANNING. I made the inquiry, and the Chair answered that 
the vote was on both resolutions. 

Mr. KEIFER. I did not hear the gentleman make that inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The understanding of the Chair was 
that the vote was taken on the substitute. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Llinois. 

Mr. KEIFER. Which was the first resolution of the minority as a 
substitute for the first resolution of the majority. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair did not so understand it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. There were two questions before the House: one 
was whether the sitting member was entitled to a seat, which was 
embraced in the vote just taken, and the other whether the contest- 
ant was entitled to the seat. 

Mr. SPEER. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. KEIFER. That is what we are trying to find out. 

Mr. SPEER. This talk is not the regular order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair desires to state that it is 
usual in cases of this sort to vote upon the minority proposition as 
an entire proposition when it is offered as a substitute for the propo- 
sition of the majority of the report. 

Mr. KEIFER. My understanding is just the reverse. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Where a demand is made fora division 


of the question, that is ordered where the question is divisible. But | 


the Chair did not understsnd that such division was insisted upon in 
this case by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Kr1rer.] 

Mr. KEIFER. The notes of the Reporter will show exactly that 
thing; that after the statement was made by the gentleman from 


And it was so stated by the Chair. | 


Mr. KEIFER. Then I understand the Speaker to overrule the point 
of order of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Understand what? 

Mr. KEIFER. I understand the Speaker to overrule your point ot 
| order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has stated what he thought 
to be the parliamentary usage in such cases. 

Mr. CALKINS. Let us have the ruling of the Chair upon the point 
of order made by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN. ] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has already ruled upon the 
question. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. What is the ruling of the Chair? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair rules that the resolutions 
| reported by the majority of the Committee on Elections are now be- 
fore the House to be voted upon, and that the first resolution so re- 
ported by the majority of the committee will be first voted on. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Does the Chair rule that the resolution just 
reported by the Clerk, the first resolution of the majority cf the com- 
mittee, has not been determined by a vote of the House ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair rules that, the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr, Fretp] having 
been voted down, the vote now recurs upon the original proposition 
reported by the majority of the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. As a whole or in division? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The substitute was rejected as a whoie; 
and now the vote recurs upon the original proposition reported by 
the majority of the Committee on Elections. 5 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Are we to vote upon the first resolution 
itself ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] that the first vote will be 
upon the resolution which has just been reported by the Clerk; the 
first of the two resolutions reported by the majority of the Commit 
tee on Elections. 
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: SPEAKER pro tempore. That is the vote to be now taken. - Nive Saeee third cong ) Sta Massa ; 
t, KEIFER. And I call for the yeas and nays on that vote. After debate 
ur. AM nd nays were ordered. Mr. SPRINGER demanded the previous cuest v was seconded and t 
yeas and nays ws 1~ . mseeititindin: utialiianiadl , 
wt estion Was taken; and there were—yeas 117, nays 106, not | 4 ee uered 
OO: ag fOlloWS - selena sah hi Mr. Hiscock, by unanimous consent on behalf of the minority of the Committe 
or YEAS—1li of Elections, submitted the following resolutions as an amendment in the e 
Cox King Sawyer a substitute, namely 
ven Kitehit Scales Resolved, That Walbridge A. Field is entitled to aseatin this House asa Repre 
Culberson Knott Shelley sentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the third district of Massachusetts 
Davidson Ladd Simonton Resolved That Benjamin Dean is not entitled to a seat in this House as a Rey 
Davis, Joseph J. Le Fevre let e: Wi sentative inthe Forty-fifth Congress from the third congressional district of Massa 
" Davis, Lowndes H. Manning cl tts 
Dibrel Martin, Benj. F. am E. And the stion being put, namely 
] McKer | Will the House agree to the said amedment 
} MecMahor | It was decided in the negative—veas 120, nays 120, not voting 
Ellis Me Millin ; ‘ 
tN t 
Fin ae stevenson The Speaker thereupon voted in the negative and the division being 
0 ‘loney Lalbott, . . * 1 a dl . cree 
: . wet 1 namely, yeas 120, nays 120 0 dment was rejected 
Fros Morriso Taylor, Robert L. rhe aueat hen re . resolutions reported ft t ( 
Gredd Mulroy CPhompson, P. 3B rE) = {4 i z iution I t f nt 
Goode Mniler rillman, . 
~ D Myers Townshend, R. W. fo eo'clo : ‘ 
R N.d N Tucke r, aX ; , 
: Nicl Turner, Oscar va 
¥ O'Connor Turner, Thomas MA wo, 1s 
“e Persons Vance, rhe regular order being demanded, the Speaker announced as the regular or 
a Phe Waddill of isiness the report of the Committee of Elections on the contested-election cas 
are aR Phi Wellborn of Dean vs. Field, from the third congressional district of Massachusetts, the 
aoa Phiste Wells pending question being on the adoption of the following resolutions accompan r 
oe Pos Whiteake: the said report. namely 
b, ler Reagan Willis Resolved, That Walbridge A. Field is not entitled to a seat in this House as 
House Richardson, J.S Wilsor Representative from the third congressional district of the State of Massachusetts 
o H Richmond, Wise Resolved, That Benjamin Dean is entitled to a seat in this House as the Repre 
vers Hurt Robertson sentative from the third congressional district of the State of Massachusetts.’ 
k ’ Ryon, John W Pending which 
a K Samfor Mr. SPRINGRE (at twelve o'clock and seventeen 1 tha 
NAYS—1( House adjourn 3 
YW La Mat Jorgens Robinsor And me a a oe P + e—veas 4. nai » wed 
William Jove Russe it Was ceclag it legative— Ls 1aVs VZ3., not vo g 
. Keif Shall ion a y 7 : ; ; 
E Laphan Sherwin, The question then recurring on the adoption of t $2 
¥ Lindse Smith, A. Herr And being put, namely 
Ferdou Lowe Stone Will the House agree to the same 
Field Mason Taylor, Ezra B It was decided in the ailirmative—yeas 124, nays 12 
her McCoid Thomas, 
Di McCook Thompson, W. G. So the said resolutions were adopted 
McGowan Townsend, Amos Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider tie vote last taken, and also moved t 
McKink Tyler, motion to reconsider be laid on the table ; h latter motion was agreed t 
Mile Updegraff, J. T. . : 
gas Gi lk Mitche Updegratl, Thomas The question then recurred on the second resolution reported | 
Hall Monro¢ Urner the majority of the Committee on Elections; which was read, as fo 
Hammond, John March Valentine, J ‘ 
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I 
Pag Mr. VALENTINE. By what right does that come before t} 
House? Let it go into the petition-box. = 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection is made to its receptio: 

Mr. PHILIPs’s motion was agreed to; and then (at four o’ m 
forty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 
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1e resolution was agreed to. 
1 motion of Mr. SPEER, by unanimous consent the reading of the 
names was dispensed with. 

lhe following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk: 

Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, with Mr. Buiss. 

Mr. GILLETTE with MryCHALMERS, on this case. 

Mr. Warp with Mr. EV8Ns. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. SPEER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPEER. Mr. Yeates is present, and I move he be sworn in. 

Mr. YEATES presented himself in front of the Speaker's desk and 
was duly qualified by taking the oath prescribed by section 1757 of 
the Revised Statutes. 


INDEBTEDNESS OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, by unanimous consent, laid before the 
House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the 
resolution of the House of January 17, 15¢1, asking for statement 
of the character and amount of the public indebtedness of foreign 
governments, the rates of interest, present market value, time of pay- 
ment, and discount or premiums realized upon the original negotia- 
tion of the respective bonds and securities of such governments; which 
was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

IOWA CASES. 


Mr. FIELD. I give notice that I shall call up on Monday next one 
of the Iowa election cases. I do not know they will give rise to de- 
bate, but members can send for the reports, as they are in print. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATKINS, by unanimous consent, the bill (H. R. 
No. 6969) making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1862, and for other purposes, returned from the 
Senate with sundry amendments, was taken from the Speaker’s table, 
ordered to be printed, and the Senate amendments numbered and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


OBELISK STEAMER. 


Mr. PHILIPS. I move the House adjourn. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to make a statement. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular 
order!” ] Only a moment. The Senate has passed a joint resolution 
giving an American register to the steamship bought abroad and used 
by Lieutenant Gorringe to bring over the Egyptian obelisk. [Cries of 
‘Regular order!” ] He purchased the ship and altered it so as to an- 
swer the purpose. The Committee on Commerce have examined the 
Senate proposition and agree to it. [Cries of ‘ Regular order! ”] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection is made. 


ENCROACHMENTS OF WHITES ON INDIANS, 


Mr. DE LA MATYR. I ask by unanimous consent to present the 
petition of 32,000 citizens of the United States, praying that such steps 
shall be taken as will prevent the encroachment of white settlers on 
Indian reservations, and that the treaties with the Indians be faith- 
fully executed. [Cries of “ Regular order!”] I want to print some 
remarks on it. [Cries of “ Regular order!”] 


Clock ang 


PETITONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and other papers were laid on the () 
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of C. L. Vaughan and other ex. 
soldiers of Jewell County, Kansas, for pensions to soldiers who Were 
contined in Southern prisons as prisoners of war—to the Committ 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of several hundred ex-soldiers and citizens 9; 
Kansas, for the passage of a law giving 160 acres of land to ex.s). 
diers and sailors of the Union—to the Committee on the Public Lands 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Kansas, against the passage o; 
the sixty-surgeons pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pe, 
S1ODS. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of citizens of Michigan, of six 
ilar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HORACE DAVIS: Resolutions of the Chamber of Com. 
merce of San Francisco, favoring a thorough survey of the Pacitj 
Ocean—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of San Francise 
asking for the construction of a revenue cutter for Alaska—to thy 
same committee. 

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco 
asking for the distribution of the Geneva award—to the Committe 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, 
asking for the improvement of the navigation of the Colum) 
River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Floyd County, Iowa 
for legislation to regulate transportation charges on railroads—to the 
same committee. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Iowa, for the enactment of a lay 
to prevent the spread of pleuro-pneumonia—to the Committee o 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Resolutions of the councils of Pittsburgh, Penp- 
sylvania, in favor of opening streets through the United States arsena 
grounds or the surrender thereof by the United States to the city— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

3y Mr. HASKELL: The petition of ex-soldiers of Lawrence, Kan- 
sas, for the passage of the Geddes pension-court bill—to the Con- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route fron 
Chetopah, Kansas, to Seneca, Missouri—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. JOYCE: The petition of Henry, Johnson & Lord and others 
for the repeal of certain revenue taxes on proprietary medicines—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: The petition of citizens of Ohio, for legisla- 
tion on the subject of interstate commerce—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, against the passage of the sixty- 
surgeons pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of Sehlinger & Schulikegel and 
others, citizens of Saint Clair County, Illinois, for the removal of the 
tax on banks—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of 106 citizens of Iowa, for increased 
appropriations for the improvement of the Mississippi River—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

sy Mr. J. Wa SINGLETON : The petition of A. S. Meriam and others, 
citizens of Quincy, Illinois, for an appropriation for the improvement 
of the Mississippi River—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SPEER: The petition of citizens of Lumpkin and Dawson 
Counties, Georgia, for a post-route from Auraria to Juno, Georgia— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. STEPHENS: The petition of citizens of Appling, Georgia, 
that the post-route from Thomson to Appling be changed so as to run 
from Harlem, on the Georgia Railroad—to the same committee. 

By Mr. AMOS TOWNSEND: The petition of the Northern Electric 
Light Company, to light the Capitol building and grounds with elec- 
tric lights—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. _ 

By Mr. TUCKER: The petition of T. E. Chambliss, of Virginia, tor 
pay asa member of Congress—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. THOMAS UPDEGRAFF: The petition of citizens of Du- 
buque, Iowa, for a reduction of the tax on cigars—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. ; 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of W. C. Ward, J. F. Morgan, ane 
others, for a post-route from Coleman to Cedar Mountain, North Caro- 
lina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WILLIS: Resolutions of the Board of Trade of Louisville, 
Kentucky, asking an appropriation of $200,000 for the improvement 
of Kentucky River—to the Committee on Commerce. ; : 

By Mr. WISE: The petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, for the 
improvement of the Youghiogheny River—to the same committee. 
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IN SENATE. 
MonpDaAY, January 31, 1881. 
Joun P. JONES, & Senator from the State of Nevada, appeared in 
b a ceat to He Chaplain, Rev. J.J. BULLOCK, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and ap- 
, SENATOR FROM MICHIGAN. 


bas VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of Henry P. 
tne ey elected by the Legislature of Michigan a Senator from that 
pal ean the vacancy occasioned by the death of ZACHARIAH 
CHaNDE er, for the termending March 3, 1851.0 
wp credentials were read ; and the oaths prescribed by law having 
- administered to Mr. BALDWIN, he took his seat in the Senate. 


pbeen a@at 


CREDENTIALS. 


rl e VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of OMAR D. Con- 

, elected by the Legislature of Michigan a Senator from that State 
sor the tera commencing March 4,1881; which were read and ordered 
to be filed. ae 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIO* 

rhe VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Commissioner of Patents, transmitting, in compliance with section 
494 of the Rev ised Statutes, a report ot the operations ot the Patent 
Office for the year terminating December 31,1380: which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented concurrent resolutions of the 
Legislature of Kansas in relation to contagious diseases among cattle; 
ate. ra read. as foll WS: 
which were read, a Lif : 


House concurrent resolution No. 4 








Posolved by the house of representatives, (the senate concurring,) That whereas the 
‘ ous pleuro pneumonia of ¢ attle exists in several States of the Union border- 


he Atlantic seaboard; and 

ereas it is evident that so long as unrestricted trafic in live cattle is permit- | 

tod between these infected States and those not infected the live-stock interests | 
sections of our country are menaced by a terrible danger; and 

“Whereas the state of things above indicated has resulted in the adoption of reg- 
ns by the British Government which seriously interfere with our export 

de in eattle with that country, thereby entailing great damage to all cattle 

\nd feeders in the United States: Therefore, 

!, That it is the imperative duty of Congress to enact such a law as shall 

y prevent the spread of this disease into States not already infected, :nd 

hall result in its entire extermination at the earliest practicable date 

Resolved, That as an important preliminary step we heartily second the reczom- | 

tion made by Judge Jones, of Ohio, tothe President of the United States 
for the appointment of one or more veterinary inspectors, who shall definite ly as- 
certain and designate the infected regions. 
solved, That we recognize the bill introduced into the House of Representa- | 
tives at its last session by General Krirer, of Ohio, as embodying the essential | 
eatures necessary to an intelligent and eflicient supervision of contagious and in- 
mus diseases of live stock generally on the part of the Federal Government, 
hat we heartily recommend its passage, with an additional provision which 
shall clothe the commission with authority to prescribe rules and regulations un- 
der which the live stock of any infected State, Territory, or district may be trans- 
ported or taken therefrom, and under which live stock may be transported through 
such infected State, district, or Territory, or in their discretion to prohibit abso- 
lately the transportation of live stock from or through such infected district when 
in their opinion the same shall be essential to the general safety. 

Resolved, That tho secretary of State be, and is hereby, directed to transmit to | 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House Of Representatives of 
the United States, and to the Senators and Members of Congress of the State of | 
Kansas, copies of the foregoing preamble and resolutions, and request that the same | 
be submitted to the Congress of the United States, and our Senators and Members 
of Congress be requested to secure the legislatiorz suggested. 




















State of Kansas, office of secretary of State, 38 
= Sata 7 u : > 
i, James Smith, secretary of State of the State of Kan 
the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the on 


omhee 


sas, do hereby certify that 
iginal resolution on file in my 





Ir testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and afiixed my ofli- | 
ulseal. Done at Topeka this 27th day of January, A: D. 1881. 
SEAL JAMES SMITH, 


Secretary of State. 


The resolutions were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr, PLUMB presented the memorial of F. F. Osborn and several 
others, citizens of Bennington, Ottawa County, Kansas, and the me- 
morial of J.C. Dale and several others, citizens of Bennington, Ot- | 
‘awa County, Kansas, remonstrating against the passage of the bill 
8. No, 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pen- 
‘ion claims and the amendments thereto; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 
tle also presented additional papers to accompany the bill (S. No. 
~-S) granting an increase of pension to Allen Buckner ; which were 
ne to the Committee on Pensions. 

Pa RANDOLPH presented the petition of the Board of Trade of | 
Ae city of Paterson, New Jersey, praying for the passage of the Rea- | 
gan bill to regulate interstate commerce ; which was referred to the 
Vommittee on Commerce. 

= ee presented resolutions of the Legislature of New | 
hand cok me the enactment by Congress during the present ses- | 
Pen ao aw as shall effectually prevent the spread of contagious 

Me PAR ae cattle ; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
council of .presented the memorial of the mayor and common 

of the city of Eureka, Humboldt County, California, praying | 
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| companied by a cordial recommendation signed by the governor of 
| the Stat 


1053 


for an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of Humboldt 
Bay in that State: which was referred to the Committee on ( 
merce. 

Mr. BOOTH presented the petition of the First Battalion of Mount 
aineers (California) Volunteers, praying that the benefits of the 


om 


vant 
act of July 28, 1866, he extended to them: which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of Mrs. O. M. He 
and 6 others, praying for an investigation into the disposition of cet 
tain lands in the State of Colorado claimed to be mineral lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LOGAN presented the memorial of J.M. Vanderhoof and several! 
others, citizens of Darien, Wisconsin, the memorial of Abner Van Dyke 
and several others, citizens of Delavan, Wisconsin, and the memorial 
of J. ©. Russel and several others, citizens of Altamont, Illinois, all 
surviving soldiers of the war for the Union, remonstrating against 
t } L (S. No. 496) providing for the examination 
and adjudication of pension claims; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


tTman 


he passage of the bill 


Mr. CALL presented the memorial of George Causey and several 
others, citizens of Florida, protesting against the passage of the bill 
S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pen 
sion claims; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of Ross Campbell & Co. and 
other firms, of Baltimore, Maryland, praying for the early enact- 
ment of a national bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. INGALLS. I present two remonstrances of late soldiers of 
the war of the rebellion, residing in Kansas, against the passage of 
Senate bill No. 496. These remonstrances emanate from the pension 
and claim agents of this city, and I am satisfied do not in any sense 
represent the convictions of the soldiers of that State. I move that 
they lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of John Jones, of Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, late ordnance-sergeant United States Army, and 
captain of the Third Minnesota Battery, asking that the President of 
the United States may be authorized to place him on the retired list, 
with rank and pay or otherwise; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the memorial of Emory Dibble and several others 
citizens of Dundas, Minnesota, remonstrating against the passage of 
the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication 
of pension claims; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. VOORHEES. I present the petition of a colored man named 
Sampson Goliah, a citizen of Indianapolis, and inasmuch as it 











1S ac- 
i 
ate, the lieutenant-governor, the speaker of the house of repre 
sentatives, the mayor of the city of Indianapolis, and other officials 
there, I ask the indulgence of the Senate to have it read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


The Chair hears no objection, and the 


| paper will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows 
To the honorable members of the Senate an 
House of Representatives 


Your petitioner, Sampson Goliah, now a 


of the Congress of the United States 


citizen of Marion County, in the State 
of Indiana, and formerly a soldier of Company A, Fifty-fifth Regiment of Massa 
chusetts Volunteers, (colored troops,) war of 1861, would represent that during his 


| term of service a charge of mutiny was preferred against bim, and he was hur 


riedly tried by a court-martial and sentenced to imprisonment in Fort Clinch, State 
of Florida, at hard labor. That, being ignorant as to the charges or proceedings, he 
made no defense and had no assistance 
At the muster-out of his regiment he was dishonorably discharged without pay 

bounty, or allowances. He made an application in due form to the Adjutant-Gen 
eral of the Army of the United States for a review of the finding and change of 
the record, and placed all his proofs on file, but was informed that his application 
came too late, and that he must seek his relief by resolution of Congress. He ther: 
fore asks that the proofs he has on file may be examined by the proper committee 











| and that the finding of the court-martial be set aside and that his disabilities be 
t 


removed, the rolls and records amended, as he believes in justice should be done 






Respectfully submitted for your action. I had faithfully served as a so r of 
my company and regiment for eighteen months prior to this charge and trial, and 


had during that time never received one dollar on my pay or bounty. I respectfully 

refer to the depositions and other proofs on file in the office of the Adjutant-Gen 

eral United States Army at Washington City, and pray that attention will 
1+) 


ll be given 
to the application and that justice may be done in your decision 


SAMPSON GOLIAH 

Mr. VOORHEES presented a statement of the traffic on the Wa- 
bash River between Covington and Merom, Indiana, together with 
a letter on that subject from H. Hulman, of Terre Haute, Indiana, to 
accompany the bill (8. No. 2110) appropriating $75,000 for the im- 
provement of the Wabash River; which were referred to the Com 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of Charles Root & Co. and 
several other firms of Detroit, Michigan, remonstrating against the 
passage of the proposed bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re 
ferred the bill (S. No. 1763) granting a pension to Frank Kitzmiller, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROLLINS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
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to whom was referred the memorial of the Catholic clergy of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia asking that certain taxes assessed upon parsonages 
in the District be remitted, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration ; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 2078) to remit certain taxes, assessments, and penalties upon 
parsonage property in the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses, reported it without amendment, and submitted areport thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. WHYTE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution of the Senate of the 25th instant, instructing 
that committee to inquire into the expediency of reprinting for the 
use of the Senate the report of the joint commission appointed under 
the eighth section of the act of Congress of June 21, 1860, to examine 
into the organization, system of discipline, and course of instruction 
of the United States Military Academy at West Point, submitted De- 
cember 13, 18€0, reported the following concurrent resolution ; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That there be 
printed 1,000 copies of the report of the joint commission appointed under the 
eighth section of the act of Congress of June 21, 1860, to examine into the organi- 
zation, system of discipline, and course of instruction of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, submitted December 15, 1860. 


HAYDEN’S ATLAS OF COLORADO, 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Printing, to which was re- 
ferred a concurrent resolution from the House of Representatives 
to print 3,000 copies of the Atlas of Colorado by F. V. Hayden, have 
instructed me to report it back with amendments and recommend 
its passage. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to consider the reso- 
lution. 

The first amendment of the Committee on Printing was, to insert 
after the word “ by,” in line 1, the words “the Senate and.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 1, after the word “ Representa- 
tives,” to insert ‘‘of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 7, after the word “ copy,” to add: 

And provided also, That the necessary corrections be made in the same up to 
date; and the sum of $10,500 is he eby appropriated therefor. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. I should be glad to have that resolution read 
again, with the amendments. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
n Congress assembled, That the Public Printer be directed to furnish 3,000 copies 
of the Atlas of Colorado, by F. V. Hayden: Provided, The same can be supplied in 
sheets in every way equal in style and quality to the edition published by order of 
the Department of the Interior, for asum not exceeding $3.50 per copy: And pro- 
vided also, That the necessary corrections be made in the same up to date. And 
the sum of $10,500 is hereby appropriated therefor ; 800 copies of which shall be for 
the use of the Senate, 1,515 for the use of the House of Representatives, and 685 for 
the use of the Department of the Interior. 

Mr. THURMAN. Is that resolution reported from the Committee 
on Printing? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is reported back with amendments 
putting it in the form just read. 

Mr. THURMAN. If we print 500,000 copies of Hayden’s Survey, 
there will be a demand for them, and then there will be a demand for 
500,000 copies more. If I send a copy into a township in Ohio, about 
two-thirds of the townships write to me within ten days or two weeks 
to send them copies. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That objection applies to the printing of any 
document whatever that is good for anything. 

Mr. KERNAN. Allow me to make asuggestion by way of inquiry. 
Couid there not be an amendment of the law so that where a work 
of this kind is printed, the ordinary number, there should be a pro- 
vision by which the Interior Department should be authorized to print 
and sell at cost such numbers as should be asked for? The people 
want documents of this kind, and say they will be very happy to have 
them. I think the law might be amended so as to allow the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to print such works and sell them at cost. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That isalready provided for by general law. Any 
person can procure any document from the Public Printer by send- 
ing the estimated cost of it in advance of publication. 

Mr. KERNAN. That is not generally so understood. I should be 
very glad to have it go out that the people can do so. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, there is in my judgment but one solu- 
tion to this business, and that is to distribute these documents to 
public libraries when they attain a certain number of volumes, suffi- 
ciently large to insure their perpetuity and their proper care. Then 
sets of books of the same class would go to the same place. The 
little distribution which is put in the power of Senators and Repre- 
sentatives does no goed to the public. The Senators or Representa- 
tives who like to pay a compliment to a person by sending him a 
handsome book avail themselves so far.as the number at their dis- 


posal goes of the books that are authorized to be printed, and the 


are so distributed that in nine cases out of ten the books do not oni 
persons who care anything about them as readers and iny ator 
of the particular subject to which they relate. 


estigators 


| In the district which I represented in the other House when | }.:. 

| it four years ago, there were twenty-five large and valuable publi 
libraries which are as certain as any institution of the country jg o.. 
tain to be preserved forever and to remain; and in those public libra. 

ries the books sent will stay, and persons will know where to g 


\y 


| wish the Committee on Printing would bring in a law providing th»; 

whenever anywhere in the country a library which is open to the f+», 
use of the public has attained a certain number, say four or five thy 
sand volumes, a copy of every document printed by public authori; 
shall be sent gratis. It would encourage the formation of those ]j}),.. 
ries, it would be a very important promoter of the education of +), 
people, and it would plant in every neighborhood where there js a), 
considerable population a library which would be an educating injiy. 
ence to the people. I think the distribution as it is made now \x 
an utter waste or nearly an utter waste of the expenditure whic), ;; 
requires, 

Mr. TELLER. The distribution of these maps will not be a wast; 
by any means. Not all those that are allowed to Senators but man; 
ot them probably will find their way into public libraries. Some ¢; 
them will find their way into the hands of the people. The Senato; 
from Ohio has expressed the general opinion of the country upon this 
publication. It is one of the most valuable that has ever been pu). 
lished. It isa mere trifle that is demanded. It seems to me th 
Government has published very few of these maps, and I think this 
resolution ought to pass. We have not as many libraries in Colorad 
as they have in the district represented formerly by the Senator fron 
Massachusetts, but we have endeavored to procure a set of thes 
maps for every library, and a large number of the school districts 
have been furnished with them wherever we could fix them up either 
by buying them or by applications to Senators and Members who ( 
not care for them, and they have gone into that country. The de. 
mand for them comes from nearly every institution of learning in the 
United States. The number proposed is small; it ought to be mn) 
larger. 

I hope there will be nothing tacked on to this resolution whic) 
will make it general, and thereby defeat it ; but let this pass, and ij 
there is any error in the system let us remedy it afterward. 

Mr. THURMAN. I think, Mr. President, great consideration is dy 
| to the remarks made by the Senator from Massachusetts. The rigi 
places to send these things to are libraries. I have always sent min 
to libraries as far as I could, but I could not always resjst the impor. 
tunities of some personal friend to whom I was under obligation, or 
some scientist or other. We had a notable instance of this in the 
Medical and Surgical History of the War, the most prominent publi. 
cation I think the Government ever made. I sent the few copies! 
got to medical colleges, and I had a multitude of applications al 
around from medical gentlemen asking for the book, and present) 
Congress had a new edition of it published. Now here is anew editio: 
of these surveys or atlases as they are called. There will be no end: 
this book-making by Congress unless we shall say firmly at onc 
there shall be a stop put toit. If Iam not mistaken—and if | a 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing will correct me—almos 
every valuable publication by Congress can be obtained by purchas 
from the Printing Office at the cost of printing and some small per 
centage added to that. If that is the case, what is the necessity fo 
our making ourselves a great distributing reservoir for all manner ot 
publications ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, this is an old question that ha: 
been discussed in the Senate every session. ‘The Committee on Print- 
ing have constantly endeavored to institute a system of publishing 
documents for sale instead of for gratuitous distribution, and hay 
been constantly voted down by the Senate, notably in the instane 
of the agricultural report, where the Senate, against the report of th 
committee, have ordered nearly a thousand copies for every Senator 
Now, this survey has been made at great expense, but a small ec 
tion of the atlas has been printed; to withhold from the public th 
information which has been obtained at so great expense, onaccout' 
of the small cost of publication, is to build a house and then not shi 
gle it. If we collect this information we should distribute it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I noticed the remark of the Senator from New 
York in regard to the right to purchase documents and the rep!y 
the Senator from Rhode Island. As I understand the law, any pers! 
ean purchase at the Government Printing Office any publications ol 
the Government at cost and 10 per cent. added, provided he files the 
application there before the publication of the document. That 's 
simply equivalent to no purchase at all, because the people are ne! 
advised of these publications and of their merit until after they 2” 
issued and are seen. I would suggest to the committee that they 
make some arrangement by which parties can purchase at cost these 
publications after they are ascertained to be valuable. In a case 0! 
this kind, let one hundred or two hundred or five hundred copies b 
in possession of the Department for sale alone ; but simply to author: 
ize persons to buy publications provided they file their application 
befere they are produced and before the people know what they at 
worth or what they are is merely no privilege at all. _ a ; 

Mr. ANTHONY. The point of the Senatcr from Missouri is ver) 
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1.-ben. The committee have repeatedly reported resolutions for 
ve ade ¢ documents for sale, and have sometimes succeeded in per- 
— Sah Senate to allow five hundred or a thousand copies—never 
en that, I think—and the last time it was the report of the 
more ¢ -.ioner of Fisheries, we got through an allowance of five hun- 
ied r sale ; that is all we could get through. I think the 
ree ction of the Senator from Missouri is perfectly correct. He 
ee. eptirely With the committee, and as the committee have re- 
oe ils reported here and been voted down by the Senate 
Mr, COCKRELL. I trust the committee will try it again, and I 
: e they will not be voted down. me 
\r. TELLER. The Government otf the United States directly has 
‘vey published any of these maps. After going to this great ex- 
apse no appropriation was made, and Hayden’s Geological Survey, 
a . little money that was in hend for contingent expenses, 
ceeded to publish a few of these maps, so that really the Govern- 
ant has never directly published them; and they ought to be pub- 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the resolution as 


+3 
amended. 


The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr, BURNSIDE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2127) to aid in the protection of the public 
~ecords and property against loss and damage by fire ; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. . : 

Mr. KERNAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 2128) to amend section 699 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to writs of error and appeals; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALLISON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
ntroduce a bill (S. No. 2129) for the relief of certain homestead and 
pre-emption settlers ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALLACE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
+o introduce a bill (S. No. 2130) for the extension of the area of the 
Mint at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and for greater security to the 
same: which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. McPHERSON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 2131) appropriating money to be used under 
the direction of the Navy Department to prosecute a search for the 
steamer Jeannette of the Arctic exploring expedition; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
airs. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2132) providing pensions for the survivors 
of the battle of Tippecanoe and for the widows of soldiers therein 
engaged who are dead ; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If the Senate will permit me, I desire to call the 
attention of the Committee on Pensions to the fact that by the con- 
struction of the Pension Office the survivors of the battle of Tippe- 
canoe are not included under the act of March 3, 1879, granting pen- 
sions to the survivors of the war of 1312. I should be glad if the com- 
mittee would give attention to the bill which I have introduced. I 
move its reference to the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2133) appropriating $75,000 for the improve- 
ment of the Kankakee River from the town of Momence, in the State 
if Illinois, to a point near English Lake, in La Porte County, in the 
State of Indiana; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

_Mr. VOORHEES. I present a letter to accompany that Dill from 
Hon. Thomas J. Wood, a senator from the counties of Lake and Por- 
‘er, in the Indiana Legislature, in relation to the improvement of the 
Aankakee River. Imove its reference to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 2134) to amend an act enti- 

ed “An act to incorporate The Masonic Mutual Relief Association 
f the District of Columbia as amended March 3, 1875;” which was 

read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District 
f Columbia, 
: Mr. PENDLETON asked and, by unanimousconsent, obtained leave 
. introduce a bill (S. No. 2135) for the relief of the heirs of Edward 
‘4. Shield; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Lommittee on Claims. 


THE COLLAMER STATUE. 


Mr, MORRILL submitted the following concurrent resolution ; 
which was read: 


daa “oe by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring.) That the thanks 
the Stat eve be presented to the governor, and through him to the people of 
emine nt. fmmont, for the statue by Preston Powers of Jacob Collamer as an 
place in the tee an statesman ; that this work of art is accepted and assigned a 
‘inguished ith tt Statuary Hall set apart by Congress for the statues of dis- 
figned by ‘he Pee from the several States; and that a copy of this resolution, 
dita toe resident of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
9 transmitted to the governor of the State of Vermont. 
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Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, the number of statues, of men dis- 
tinguished in the past history of our country, already placed in the 
National Statuary Hall by their respective States, indicates something 
of the priceless value which will belong to the assemblage there when 
all the States shall be fully represented. I am glad to be informed 
by several Senators of States which have not taken final action 
upon this subject, that they have been embarrassed most by their 
riches, or, by the number of names regarded as worthy of the rare 
distinction of being handed down to future times as the picked men 
of their day and generation, and that considerable additions to the 
hall may ere long be expected. 

In making her selection of names of persons whose memory was to 
be perpetuated in marble, Vermont selected one from the period of 
the American Revolution, the historic hero, Ethan Allen, and the other 
from so late a date that many here may remember the person of Sen- 
ator Collamer, and will hardly need details as to his services or char- 
acter. The people of Vermont had confidence in his eminent ability, 
in the untarnished purity of his life, and they trusted him from his 
youth tolong past “three score and ten” in the most important public 
posts within their gift, in all of which he acquitted himself with such 
distinction as to steadily exalt his reputation. At the period of his 
death he stood forth as the foremost citizen of the State, in ability, 
moral excellence, and national distinction. 

Men in official life here come and go rapidly, and few are so fortu- 
nate as to earn titles to enduring fame. Present duties are too en- 
grossing to allow much careful study of those who figured on the 
stage as our predecessors. Although the country may often profit by 
their works, only in rare instances are the names on the tombstones 
of the authors retouched by any devotion akin to that of Old Mor- 
tality. While this is generally true, it is gratifying to meet with 
men from all parts of our country whose memories do not wait to be 
refreshed, and whose knowledge and judgment awards to Collamer a 
7 place among American statesmen. 

lis earthly career ended November 9), 1865, in his seventy-fifth 
year. The respect and esteem in which he was held by his brother 
Senators appears to have been accurately measured in their heart- 
felt obituary tributes. If a few words then recorded shall now be 
reproduced, I know they will be pardoned because of their truth and 
brevity. : 

Senator Fessenden, unequaled as a debater in the Senate, and ever 
careful in the use of language, said : 

Among the distinguished men who, during the past ten years, have occupied 
these seats, I regarded Senator Collamer as having no superior. 

Senator Dixon did not hesitate to call him “The Nestor of the 
American Senate.” 

SenatorSumner wasmore elaborate but equally unstinted. He said: 

Since Henry Clay left this Chamber by the gate of death, no Senator has passed 
that way, crowned with the same honorable years, as Mr. Collamer ; nor has any 


Senator passed that way whose departure created such a blank in the public coun 
cils, unless we except Mr. Douglas. 


And, finally, he added: 
Call him then, if you please, the Green Mountain Socrates. 


Senator Harris declared that it might be said of him asit was of 
John Quincy Adams: 

No excesses of a profligate youth, no vices of middle life, have shattered and 
hurried to a premature dissolution the body in which his incorruptible spirit 
resided. 

Sych was the character, drawn by those who knew him best, of 
Jacob Collamer. The voices then heard of these four distinguished 
Senators are now silent, all having soon joined the company of the 
friend they so tenderly portrayed; but we still seem to hear the 
lingering echo of words from those who once commanded so much 
respect of the country, and so much the esteem of their associates. 

Authority was first given by the Vermont Legislature to employ 
Hiram Powers to furnish the Collamer statue ; but this highly gifted 
artist having died soon after, the same authority was then granted 
to employ his son, Preston Powers, who in portrait statuary has 
achieved an excellent reputation, and by many is held to be not  in- 
ferior in that line even to his father. The statue presented has been 
wrought out of a remarkably fine specimen of Carrara marble, and I 
do not doubt that the statue itself will be accepted, not only as a 
spirited and accurate likeness, but as a creditable work of art. Modern 
costume is the terror of sculptors; but, in this case, if appears to have 
been handled with as much skill as is ever obtainable, and the statue 
as a whole may be said to be both dignified and pleasing. Noone 
who ever saw Mr. Collamer at the bar, on the bench, or in the Senate, 
can fail to recognize its life-like truthfulness. 

This statue is presented by the State of Vermont, of a citizen she 
has honored and by whom she has been honored in return, whose 
character for solidity and purity of texture is happily typified in the 
marble representation, and it is presented with faith that it may be 
received as a worthy contribution to stand among the eminent repre- 
sentatives of the great sisterhood of States which are to ultimately 
grace Statuary Hall. ; 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I rise with pleasure to second this 
resolution. I believe that my honored friend, the senior Senator from 
Maine, and myself are the only present members of this body who 
served with Mr. Collamer; but hischaracterand his services areamong 
the cherished traditions of the Senate. He brought to it a sound 
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judgment, high ability, ripe experience in various departments of 
public life, and a well-earned reputation for stainless integrity. He 
at once assumed a commanding postion, and took a leading part in 
its deliberations; and when I entered this Chamber, he was, as the 
late Senator from Connecticut well said, the Nestor of the Senate. 
There was no one here whose counsels carried greater weight, whose 
advice was received with greater respect. Mr. Collamer was cast in 
the antique mould of truth and manliness. He was a type of the 
region from which he sprung, and of tke constituency which he rep- 
resented ; wise, thoughtful, conscientious, he reached his conclusions, 


after full deliberation and he adhered to them with the tenacity of | 


honest conviction. A quaint humor enlivened the gravity of his dis- 
course; and a fund of apposite anecdote illustrated and enforced 
the positions that he took. But his character has been so well por- 
trayed by one of those who have succeeded to his honors, that I will 
not mar the picture by any touches of my own. 

I have often thought that Vermont, the eldest of the later sister- 
hood of the States, to the independence of which she contributed her 
full share, and to whose wars she sent the renowned hero whose statue 
already adorns the old Hall of the Representatives, was one of the most 
fortunate of free commonwealths. Independent and self-sustaining, 
in her resources as in her character, she is capable of raising her own 
food, of manufacturing her own clothing, of supplying, from her own 
soil and her own industrial arts, the essentials and many of the super- 
fluities of civilized life. Education is universal, throughout the 
State. Nowhere is labor held in higher esteem. Wealth is distrib- 
uted with remarkable equality, and honest toil has banished poverty 
from herpleasant borders. She has uniformly been represented in this 
and in the other branch of Congress by men, the natural outgrowth of 
such conditions and of such institutions. She has contributed to the 
public councils wise statesmanship, sound law, practical good sense, 
and elevated patriotism. I could not enumerate those of her sons 
who have distinguished themselves in these Halls, without violating 
good taste, by naming some whostill survive. She has sent more brill- 
iant men, men of more fervid eloquence, of more impassioned utter- 
ance to represent her, than Collamer; but none wiser, none purer, 
none who ae rendered better service to herself and to the country. 
She does well to send his statue to the Capitol, an enduring memo- 
rial of his worth and of her generous and grateful appreciation. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I feel moved to say a very few 
words on this occasion, by the fact that many years ago, for a brief 
period, I knew Mr. Collamer and enjoyed the pleasure of an intimate 
friendship with him. When I entered the House of Representatives 
in the Twenty-ninth Congress he was already a member of that 
body. I learned soon to admire him for his remarkable penetration 
of intellect, his extraordinary good common sense, and his uniform 
courtesy to all his fellow-members, and I feel it somewhat a duty as 
a member of that Congress to pay a few words of tribute to his 
memory. 

Of all who were members of that Congress in both Houses, there 
are but two of us who remain, the senior Senator from Maine [ Mr. 
HAMLIN] and myself. A vast majority of those who served in that 
Congress have passed away from earth. I say I feel it a duty to bear 
my testimony to the worth of the members of that Congress whom I 
knew and whom I highly esteemed, as I did Mr. Collamer. 

Mr. President, it has been said here that he was not a very brilliant 
man; but judgment is the highest faculty of the human intellect, 
and he would be a bold man who should assert that either House of 
Congress has ever held a member whose judgment was better than 
that of Jacob Collamer. Courtesy and politeness are also great 
qualities, which do much to remove the asperities of debate and the 
controversies of party; and although Mr. Collamer was a man who 
could give hard blows as well as take them, it was his uniform prac- 
tice, while I knew him, never to be aggressive, certainly never per- 
sonally aggressive upon any one, and I never knew any one to be so 
toward him. 

Mr. President, these remarks of mine are wholly unprepared. I 
did not know until a few minutes ago that this resolution would be 

resented to-day, but I could not forego the occasion to say this much 
in respect to a friend whom I dearly esteemed, and whom I more than 
esteemed, whom I greatly admired. 

Vermont, sir, though a small State, has produced many great men, 
and it may be doubtful whether when her history shall come to be 
written a century hence there will be one name on her long roll of 
statesmen more deserving of admiration than that of Jacob Colla- 
mer, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What my friend and colleague and other Sena- 
tors have said leaves little for me to add respecting the individual 
character of the distinguished citizen of Vermont whose statue she 
this day unveils in the Capitol and delivers to Congress in perpetual 
trust, not only as a memorial of her own career, but as a contribution 
to that history which has, among all nations, been preserved by tem- 
ples and monuments as well as by writings and books. But I may, 
perhaps, say, without wearisome repetition, that the selection of Mr. 
Collamer for the subject of a statue to be placedin one of theold legis- 
lative Halls of the Capitol was, in my judgment, eminently a wise 
one, for he was a fair type of that social condition and civilized prog- 
ress which, on this continent, began on the dark December day when 
the Mayflower landed her band of weary but stout-hearted pilgrims 
who could “‘not dwell by Haarlem Mere, nor build along the Zuyder 
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Zee” on the dreary coast of Massachusetts Bay, and which have spread 
over New England like the cool and refreshing winds from its ‘ 
and have followed the morning sunshine westward over wildernen, 
and lake, and mountain chain, building up prosperous and well-ordere, 
States, till they have reached the utmost boundary of the Re ie 
and have built temples dedicated to liberty, justice, and hasan, 

on theshores of the tranquil ocean. His origin was humble: he foush 
the battle of life with no factitious advantage either of family » 
wealth, or extraordinary gifts of rhetoric, or even those accidents ; 

opportunity which have made so many men great. His characte 
was self-reverent, self-reliant, self-controlling, persistent. These we : 
the qualities that made his twenty-one years at the bar a perio 
of steadily increasing success, his eight years in the supreme cone: 
of his State a valuable contribution to jurisprudence, and bis te 
years and upward in this body—more than one-half of which 
during the most momentous and dangerous experiences in our 
tory,—a daily, and generally victorious strugg] 
and conservative ion, and for bold 
tion. 

His statue will, I think, stand, pars inter pares, with those of th, 
illustrious personages whom other States have selected as worthy + 
form part of that great group which is, in this chief seat of repy 
lican government and the rightsof man, torecall to future generation; 
something of the form and individuality of the founders and suppor; 
ers of free institutions among us. There may they stand, in thei: 
silent yet speaking majesty, for a hundred centuries. 

The idea of creating and preserving such monuments is a noble a 
almost instinctive one. The earliest records of that dim and far-o; 
Egyptian history when Memnon sang to the morning, have come dow; 
to us by these means in obelisk and propylon, though, alas! many. 
her sacred monuments no longer watch the endless flow of the fruitix 
Nile, “ where o’er the sand of morning land the camel bears the spic« 
but wrested from their long repose, now deck, in distant countries 
and in smoky cities, the triumphs of the age of steam. 

The earliest legend of the Romans tells us how when Romulus ha 
been carried up to heaven in the chariot of Mars, the people built 
temple to him and worshiped him by the name of the god Quirinus 
and who can forget that for the patriotic and heroic service of Hora 
tius Cocles the Romans set his statue in the Comitium, and gave hii 
as much land as he could run the plow round in a whole day ? 

The statue of Hofer, at once rebel and patriot, still stands in th 
ancient city of Innspruck; that of William Tell looks out over th 
transparent waters of the Lake of the Four Cantons, upon the crag 
and peaks of Switzerland, and holds to them ‘the hands they firs 
beheld, to show they still are free,” while Westminster Abbey con- 
tains a long array of statues, monuments, and other memorials of the 
worthies who have made the name of Great Britain great among tl 
nations of the earth. 

So may the Capitol of our land continue to receive and preserve 
from year to year, and from age to age, the pictures and statues of its 
citizens most illustrious for their fidelity and service to that Govern. 
ment which is “of the people and for the people,” not only as memo 
rials and landmarks of history, but as incentives and inspirations t 
worthy aims and the toil of patient courage, for all beholders. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the resolution 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GrorGe M 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills ; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President : 

A bill (H. R. No. 6025) to establish an assay office in the city of 
Saint Louis, Missouri; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 7029) to provide for a deficiency in the appropri- 
ation for interest on the 3-65 loan of the District of Columbia for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1881, and for other purposes. 
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PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 

On motion of Mr. DAWES, it was 

Ordered, That the letter of the Secretary of War, transmitting a communicatio 
from the Chief of Engineers, and accompanying copies of reports from Lieutenant 
Colonel George Thom, Corps of Engineers, upon survey of Malden River, Massa 
chusetts, referred to the Committee on Commerce December 20, 1880, be printed 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0. L 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President of the 
United States had, on the 28th instant, approved and signed the fo! 
lowing acts and joint resolutions : 

An act (8S. No. 1618) to amend section 553 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the District of Columbia ; 

An act (8S, No. 1922) for the relief of Brigadier-General and Breve' 
Major-General Edward O. C. Ord, United States Army; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 144) authorizing the loan of certain 
flags and bunting to the committee on inaugural ceremonies. 


KILLING OF BIG SNAKE. 


Mr. DAWES. A few days since I gave notice that I would at this 


| time ask the Senate to take up for reference a letter, addressed to the 


Senate by the Secretary of the Interior, in reference to the killing ot 
Big Snake, now on the table. 
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Mr COCKRELL. The Senator, I understand, desires to submit 
come remarks on that question. 
~ Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 
Tl , PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND in the chair.) Does 
1 us ; 
», Senator from Massachusetts desire that the letter be read in full? 
a DAWES. I ask that the letter be read. 
1 wa Chief Clerk read as follows: 
i DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER! 
Washington, January 5, 1381 
On the 12th of March last, Senate resolution calling for ‘all the informa- 
ol : he De partment concerning the alleged killing by soldiers, in the oftice of 
vent of the Poneas, in the Indian Territory, of Big Snake, a chief man of the 
0 8S o d what has been the action of the Department, if any, in reference to the 
“weer wasnt d on the preceding day, was received by this Department, and on 
acter vay (12th) it was referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs with 
ye directions for ——. ; , : ; 
Spe sorepce to the inclosed letter from the Indian Office, dated the 23d ultimo, 
A ra il that the report rec nested was made by that office in due time, but failed 
seh this Department. This is explained by Mr. Brooks, late chief clerk of the 
Tr sen Office who says that either he or Commissioner Trowbridge delivered the 
Indian person to the Senate ‘‘ Committee for the investigation of the condition, 
of the Poncas. : 
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P Recently my attention was drawn to the circumstances that the report had not 
. * hed me, and I at once directed that a copy of the same be maue, which I beg 
vv ve herewith to present, together with the above explanation of the accidental 
'y. which I very much regret 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, sie 
: C. SCHURZ, Secretary 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, on the 11th day of March, 1550, the 
ate addressed to the Secretary of the Interior a note of inquiry sug- 
by some papers which came into the hands of one of its com- 
mittees in the course of its investigations. The resolution of inquiry 
as in the following words : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to communicate all 
information in the Department concerning the alleged killing by soldiers, in the 
office of the agent of the Poncas, in the Indian Territory, of Big Snake, a chief 
man of the Poneas, and what has been the action of the Department, if any, in 
respec + to the same 

The answer to this inquiry was laid on our table on the 5th day of 
January, 1881,ten months thereafter. The Senate is informed in the 
letter communicating this answer that the delay was caused by inad- 
vertence. Such inadvertence may happen ina press of business and 
could, of itself alone, hardly be made the subject of criticism; but 
the Secretary states that the answer had been already placed in the 
hands of the committee who instituted this inquiry, and his Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs not only fixes the date some nine months 
since, but more than intimates that the papers had been purposely 
lost by that committee, though they were ostensibly still seeking the 
information. Neither of these statements has any foundation in fact. 
No answer to this inquiry was ever made to the Ponca committee, 
but on the contrary the Indian Bureau was repeatedly reminded by 
members of the committee that it had not been received, and it was 
only after the Secretary was himself reminded of it, scarcely a month 
ago, that the answer reached the Senate at all. There are other minor 
inadvertencies in the letter of the Secretary, but they are worthy of 
no other mention than that felicity of phrase often sacrifices truth. 

But I do not trouble the Senate with these remarks for the purpose 
of finding fault with the delay or with the answer offered in excuse. 
It is to the subject-matter itself that I desire to call the serious atten- 
tion of the Senate. It relates to the violent death at the hands of 
Government officials of a high-spirited and brave man, who had com- 
mitted no other offense than harboring a love of his own country and 
home, which time could not extinguish and power could not suppress. 
As those in whose service these officials caused this tragic death have 
taken no action in reference to it, noreven expressed an opinion of its 
character when inquired of by the Senate, but had even forgotten that 
the inquiry had been made, I have deemed it due to all concerned that 
the true characfer of this occurrence should be entered upon the per- 
manent records of the country that whoever may read the history of 
our dealings with the weak and defenseless may have the material 
from which to judge those who dip their hands in innocent blood. A 
transaction so grave as the violent death of a fellow-man at the hands 
of the Government itself should not be permitted to escape its just 
place in history, and when those who caused it do not choose, even on 
request, to put it there, some volunteer must undertake it, and there- 
fore I beg the attention of the Senate for a few moments. 
‘ When Government officials set about extorting from the Ponca 
Indians, at the point of the bayonet, their consent to leave the 
‘ome of their fathers deeded to them by that same Government, those 
oficials encountered the strong and uncompromising opposition of 
‘women of the tribe. They were brothers, born leaders of men, intel- 
‘igent, bold, brave, chivalric, and patriotic. They could neither be 
persuaded out of their homes by soft words, deceived by false ones, 
corrupted by promises, or moved by threats. Their influence with 
their fellows was, accordingly, very great, and proved a serious ob- 
ee —— deportation of the tribe in which those officials 
secceneet ties oa obstacle could not be overcome, and it was 
Was er cat ore, tocrush it. The heavy hand of the Government 
eames ; “> these two men, and has never been taken off. One of 
pre a ae the conflict; the other is an exile; and the Gov- 
into par at this moment engaged in the laudable attempt to starve 
convenient te nun brave a spirit as lives, since it has not as yet been 
days of th otherwise dispose of him. The biography of the latter 

y se two men is full of interest and pathos, if not of credit 
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to the Government under which they lived. When the work of driv- 
ing the Poncas out of their homes began, these two Indians told their 
associates that they had a country, and had bought and paid for it 
as other people had bought and paid for theirs, and that in a land of 
law and justice they could not be dispossessed of it; and their coun 

trymen listened to them. Thereupon these two men were seized by 
soldiers and cast into prison, many miles away from their people, and 
there kept in confinement till the work of driving out the tribe at 
the point of the bayonet had been completed. They were then per 
mitted to join the exiles on their forced march to the Indian Terr 

tory. 

But neither banishment nor inhospitable clime, nor sickness and 
death on all sides and in their own households, could break or humble 
the proud spirits of these two heroes, or save them from the perse- 
cution their obstinacy had brought upon them. They were singled 
out for that watchful care which suspicion always begets in the minds 
of petty tyrants, and subjected toa surveillance and espionage which 
haveno parallel in dealings with civilized men, in this country at least, 
and which became at last intolerable even toa savage. One of these 
brothers, Standing Bear, with thirty followers, enfeebled by sickness 
and want, discouraged and homesick, turned their faces homeward 
with no other guide but instinct and their feeble knowledge of the 
courses of the stars. They were taken in for rest by their friends, the 
Omahas, worn ont and exhausted by long wandering over the path 
less prairie and almost ready to give up in sight of ‘the old burial 
places of their fathers.” But rest was not yet for them, the pursuer 
was on their track. Soldiers marched into the Omaha reservation 
with the Stars and Stripes of a free country at their head, and dragged 
these helpless fugitives from the tents of savage hospitality and char- 
ity, and turned them back toward the forced banishment to which 
civilization had doomed them. A writ of habeas corpus set them free, 
and now stands between them and all other benevolent efforts of the 
Indian Bureau to subdue them, except starvation. This they still! 
cheerfully brave for the sake of living where their fathers lived and 
where their children were born. 

Our business at this time, however, is with the other brother, Big 
Snake. With him the work was quicker and more effective, and it 
brought sooner the rest he longed for. There was no power within 
him or without him which could make him content with his exile or 
teach him to brook the indignities which the indiscretions of his 
haughty spirit brought daily upon his devoted head. He sought for 
contentment in a visit to a friendly tribe without the permit which 
the Indian agent set over him as a master had refused, only to be 
incarcerated in a prison-house on his arrival in place of the feast of 
welcome prepared for him by his red brethren. 

On his release from this imprisonment, this big-hearted and proud 
chief returned to his companions in exile not a whit humbled, but 
with as haughty a spirit as ever. But conscience made a coward of 
the Indian agent. Not capable of comprehending that his miserable 
life was safe in the very contempt which his pettiness had begotten, 
he feared bodily harm at the hands of the man he had maltreated, 
and appealed to the Interior Department for soldiers to arrest this 
noble among his race, and—I now use his words—“ convey him to Fort 
Reno, and there confine him for the remainder of his natural life.” 
Even this trivial pretext was subsequently shown to be groundless: 
but if it had been founded upon some actual danger, this was a pro- 
ceeding that neither law nor decency could justify, and the occasion 
required only that just and mild treatment which is sure to win the 
confidence of evenasavage. Yet becauseof the fears of a coward, and 
upon a charge which was only a pretext, and a pretext so inadequate 
as to be ridiculous, it was proposed to confine this child of the hills 
and the prairies for the rest of his natural life. Without investiga- 
tion or inquiry, this atrocious request was complied with by the Inte- 
rior Department, and soldiers appeared at the agency to execute the 
order. The cowardly agent beguiled Big Snake into his office under 
a promise of the payment of money due, and then ordered the sol- 
diers, already there, to take himaway. When the soldiers laid their 
unlawful hands upon this unsuspecting victim of another man’s 
treachery, the Indian demanded in astonishment the canse of this 
attempt to arrest him. If was only after repeated demands, defying 
their power until he was answered, that the agent disclosed to him 
the dastardly purpose of this atrocity. The Indian, after a moment’s 
silence, rose with a dignity which should have put to shame bis civil 
ized assailants, and said: 

I have done no wrong. Ihave beeninjured and indignant at the wrongs inflicted 
upon me. But I have injured no man, and have threatened injury to no man 
return. 

And then, lifting both his hands above his head, he continued 

See,I am not armed. I am oneand you are many ; my muscle aloneis all Ihave 
for defense against you and your weapons, but I will not be thus taken to prison 
without cause. 

Then ensued a struggle to chain him, but the mighty man cast oft 
the soldiers as if they had been so many infants. One of them was 
ordered to knock him down with the butt of his musket, and he re 
ceived unmoved a blow which the cowardly agent said “ would have 
brought an ox tothe ground.” Thestruggle continued with doubtful 
odds until a soldier, from a position prearranged for the purpose, put 
an end to it by a ball which pierced the brain of the victim and passed 
through the building into the affrighted crowd of men and women 
which had gathered around. 

Thus ended the career of one who, had he fallen in defense of the 
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white man’s right to his home and his fireside as he fell for the red 
man, would have passed into history enrolled among the heroes and 
martyrs sacrificing their lives in a most holy cause. But this hero 
has not even been permitted to rest in the hamble grave to which he 
was thus consigned. It was necessary to blacken his name in order 
to find justification for his assassination. Hence the charge that he 
was a dangerous man, and had threatened the life of the agent who 
had maltreated him, acharge unsupported by any reliable evidence 
then and now, and originating in the imagination of the agent, con- 
scious that what he had done was calculated to provoke the revenge 
of an Indian. Equally groundless, too, was the insinuation thrown 
out afterward that Big Snake was killed because he had a knife. 
He had demonstrated by throwing up his hands in the outset that he 
was unarmed, and no weapon of any kind was found upon his lifeless 
body, though no one of the perpetrators of the murder had justice 
enough in his breast to give their victim the benefit of that fact. 

These baseless insinuations were met by the positive testimony of 
the Indians themselves, who with one accord testified to the peace- 
able character of their chief. And if this is not enough, certainly no 
one will doubt the word of an Indian inspector testifying in their 
favor. Indian Inspector Pollock, who afterward visited the spot for 
another purpose, made a thorough investigation of this whole trans- 
action, and declared under oath that he was not able to trace the 
charge of threats to any reliable source, and then characterized this 
violent death of a man at the bands of officials of this Government 
in these words: “ It looked to me,” he said, ‘to put it in plain Eng- 
lish, like a cowardly, willful murder.” 

For its share in this transaction the War Department contented 
itself with a report upon its character directed by those who partici- 
pated in the very matter they reported upon. But the Interior De- 
partment, at whose request the work was undertaken which resulted 
in this “ willful, cowardly murder,” has not even taken any notice 
of it. The Indian agent, to allay whose cowardly fears it was done, 
was not even censured for his part in it. It is trne that afterward it 
was found that he had been inaccurate in the addition of his accounts, 
and for that offense he was discharged, leaving his participation in 
this grave crime not even reproved. Indeed the whole thing has 
been so in accordance with the ordinary mode of transacting Indian 
affairs, or the life of an Indian is counted of so little consequence, 
that when inquired of about it by the Senate of the United States, 
the Interior Department forgot for nearly a year to answer the in- 
quiry at all,and then did not deem it worth while to express an opin- 
ion upon its character. 

It may be, Mr. President, that I have magnified this event beyond 
any legitimate importance which may justly belong to it. I know 
that the victim was only an Indian, and that he is now a “ dead Indian.” 
But I confess that this has seemed to me a good deal like other mur- 
ders, and I am as yet unable to disabuse my mind of a feeling that 
our dealings with the weak who come under our power should be 
characterized by a scrupulous regard to justice and humanity, more 
carefully meted, perhaps, to him who has no power to compel the 
exaction of the justice which is his due and not written in the blood 
of innocent men. 

It has been a relief to me, however, in examining our treatment of 
these weak and defenseless people, to find that these methods are not 
American in their origin, but bear too striking a resemblance to the 
snodes of an imperial government carried on by espionage and arbi- 
trary power. They are methods which I believe to be unique, and 
which I trust will never be naturalized. 

Mr. President, I hold in my hand a petition which it is perhaps not 
inappropriate that I should at this time present to the Senate. I 
have spoken of two brothers, one of them an exile in his own land, 
one of them assassinated by the Government itself. 

You will recollect, sir, that not long since there was presented to 
the Senate in print, by the Interior Department, the petition of that 
portion of the Ponca Indians now in the Indian Territory for per- 
mission to sell out their possessions in Dakota to the Government. 

The unconquered survivor of these brothers, Standing Bear, and 
that portion of the tribe with him in their old homes, now protest 
against being thus disinherited. lask that their prayer may be read, 
with the certificate of its authenticity, that these exiles may know 
that they have been heard, and may be assured that justice will be 
done them by the Senate of the United States. This manly protest 
is in these words: 





To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 

Whereas we hear that a portion of the Ponca Tribe, in the Indian Territory, 
have signed an agreement, in which they declare their willingness to sell our old 
reservation in Nebraska and Dakota Territory— 

We, the undersigned, do most earnestly protest against the ratification of any 
such sale; for the land spoken of is ours as well as theirs, and they cannot dis- 
pose of it without our consent. F 

We hereby declare to you our purpose and desire to live upon this same land, 
having suffered many sorrows and privations in returning to it. 

We pray you to order that we may share equally, according to our numbers, in 
all assistance which the Government may give the tribe, and in all payments of 
damages for losses by removal or by depredations of hostile tribes. 

And, moreover, we request that we may be reimbursed out of the tribal funds, 
tor our portion of the annual annuities, which have not been given us since we left 
the Indian Territory. 

We respectfully and earnestly ask that in all actions taken by the Government 
affecting the Ponca tribe of Indians, or any part thereof, that our rights under all 
treaties between the United States and the tribe, and under the laws of the land, 
shall be fally respected and protected, to the end that we may enjoy our own pos- 
sessions and prosper in the ways of civilization. 
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We ask also for a teacher, and that whatever the Government may have tog 
us be distributed through the agent for the Santees as is now done for the « idee . 
Indians at Flandreau, Dakota Territory. aoe 

We, the undersigned, express in this petition the unanimous wish of that portior 
of the Ponca tribe at present residing on the old reservation, and numberins co 
one-fifth of the whole tribe. & Sbous 

Signatures. 


his 
MANTCU x NAJIN, or Standing Bear 
mark 
his 
SHUDE x GAXE, or Smoke-maker. 
mark 
his 
WAJINGA x PA, or Bird Head. 
mark 
his 
TEJEBA x TE, or Buffalo Chips. 
mark 
his 
HE x BACAGE, or Crumbled Horn. 
mark 
his 
NUDAN x AXA, or Cries for war. 
mark 
his 
NUXE x JINGA, or Little Ice. 
mark 


his 
HEKHAGA x SABE, or Black Elk. 
mark 
his 
SHANGE x HINZI, or Yellow Horse. 
mark 


his 
SHINUDAU x SKA, or White Dog. 
mark 


his 
WAGIAN x MANZE, or Iron Thunder. 
mark 
his 
UHAN x BI, or Cook. 
mark 
his 
NICUDE x JAU, or Missouri Timber. 
_mark 


his 
WABI x SANDE, or Grabber. 
mark 


his 
MINXA x JINGA, or Duck. 
Se mark 
nis 
HE x WANJICA, or One Horn. 
mark 
his 
ANPAN x SKA, or White Elk. 


mark 


his 
UNAJIN x SKA, or White Shirt. 
mark 


his 
WACIXE x KACTI, or Long Runner. 
mark 


his 
MANE x GAHI, or Bank Chief. 
mark 
his 
PAHE x UCICAN, or Goes Around the Hill 
mark 
his 
NAXE x SABE, or Black Spirit. 
mark 


his 
HEBADI x JAN, or Sleeps on the Way. 
mark 


his 
WASABE x JINGA, or Little Black Bear. 
mark 


his 
GDHEHEDAN x SKA, or White Hawk. 
mark 


The following, who could not attend because of sickness and age, sent their 
names : 
SHE-KI, or Copperhead Snake. 
i his 
x Horse.) 


mark 
his his 
(Witnessed by He x Batcage and Wagiau x Mauze.) 


mark mark 
GACTAGABL or Striker. 


his 
(Witnessed by Standing x Bear and Yellow 
mark 
WACUCE, or Brave. 


his his 
(Witnessed by Black x Elkand Grab x ber.) 
mark mark 
NIOBRARA, NEBRASKA, January 12, 1881. 


We hereby certify that this memorial is the correct expression of the views of 
the signers, and has in turn been carefully translated to them both in Ponca and 


Dakota. 
ALFRED L. RIGGS, 
DAVID LE CLAIR, 
Interpreters. 
NIOBRARA, NEBRASKA, January 12, 18#1. 


The undersigned hereby certify that we were present and witnessed the signing 
of the above memorial by all whose signatures are attached to it by their mark. 
GEO. WILLIAMS, 
J. OWEN DORSEY, 
Witnesses. 


NIOBRARA, NEBRASKA, January 12, 181. 
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move that the letter of the Secretary of the Interior and the 
nving papers, with this petition, be referred to the select com- 


] now 


accompany lt, 


mittee on that subject. ee 
* The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
no objection. | | tg , | 
| Mr. KIRKWOOD. I do not wish to detain the Senate now after 


That will be the order, if there be 


time when the regular order should come before the Senate. I 
~” erhaps to-morrow morning, ask the indulgence of the Senate 
ay oe prief period, to make some reply. 





: The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished business is the In- 
 caveralty bill. : 
it LOGAN. I desire one moment. I do not wish to enter into 
+h discussion which has been suggested to the Senate this morning 
~ +he Senator from Massachusetts, nor do I wish to make any de- 
ee to the charges he has made ; but I do wish to say something in 
ae to one suggestion of his. I do not know what he means 
when be refers to the conduct of the Interior Department. I wish 
» sav for myself—and I speak only for myself—that I have had a 
+e to do with the Committee on Indian Affairs and I have had some- 
ching with the Department of the Interior. I have always been in 
Pt of the civilization of the Indians; I have always advanced that 
eaaee: and I fought in this Chamber against the transfer of the 
Indians from the care of the Interior Department to another under 
which 1 thought they would be more severely treated. If the Sena- 
tor refers to the conduct of the Interior Department in reference to 
Indians, I must say for those who have no right to speak on this floor 
that my judgment is that the course of the Interior Department, es- 
necially of the head of that Department, in reference to Indian affairs 
for the last few years, has been eminently proper; and I believe that 
f the theory which has been advocated by the Secretary of the Inte- 
‘ior in reference to the Indians was agreed to and consented to by 
she Congress of the United States it would be beneficial to all parties. 

“Tsay this of a man with whom I have disagreed formerly on many 
yestions, and not because of any personal relations between him 
and me now; and I believe further that his Department has been 
administered as honestly, capably, fairly, and justly as any Depart- 
went of this Government; and when any attempt is made, directly 
or indirectly, to cast reflection upon the Secretary of the Interior 
for the manner in which he has attempted, at least as far as he has 
been able to do it, to manage justly and honestly the affairs of the 
Indian Department, I think the criticism is entirely unjust and with- 
ut merit. 

This much I desired to say in defense of a man who I believe has 
ttempted honestly to administer the affairs of this Government s0 
far as they pertain to the Indian Department. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Illinois does well in what he has 

i. If he had gone further and undertaken to defend the transac- 

n to which I have called the attention of the Senate, I shonldhave 
liven amazed. That the Senator should have said what he has said 

es not surprise me, for it agrees with my own judgment—— 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator will allow me to suggest that I merely 
sud it for the reason that I thought from his remarks it might be 
uierred by the country at least that this was an accusation of un- 
‘ithfulness in the administration of the Interior Department. That 
was the reason why I said what I did say. 

Mr. DAWES. Neither here nor elsewhere, neither on this occasion 
or upon the discussion of the allotment bill or any other bill looking 

the management of the Indians, has a single word ever fallen from 
uy lips in disparagement of the general policy of the Indian Depart- 
ment, or its head, toward the Indians. On frequent occasions here, 
and before the public at home, I have taken occasion to commend it, 
with the exception of this particular transaction with regard to the 
Poncas; and I think it is a mystery past finding out as yet that, with 
so much to commend in the work of the Interior Department toward 
the Indians, it should be willing to go into history without a single 
etort on its part to remove a stain upon the record of this Govern- 
nent toward one of the most peaceable and honorable bands of men 
tat ever lived under its flag. No one has charged, I have not charged, 
the head of this Department with the commission of these wrongs. I 
save complained of them to him, and before the public, and entreated 
aim to take hold of this work himself and leave upon the records of 
,~¢ country, not only that he had no part or lot in this great crime, 
but that he disapproved of it. This very action of the Senate itself ; 
‘tus resolution that he forgot to answer for ten months, I implored 
uyself the Indian Bureau to so answer that it would leave upon the 
‘ecords of the country the disapproval of it—that disapproval which 
i‘) Were free enough to give me in private. That is what I com- 
r r I and when the answer comes, ten months after, we are coolly 
ea we itis not deemed worth while to express an opinion upon 
z Rape of the transaction. Now, sir, so long as I can cherish a 
the fe = in my breast, I will draw a line between all that whieh 
of omnia Illinois has so justly laid before the Senate as worthy 
iia sen se the part of the head of the Department and this 
accountable ne his failure to hold those he sent on this errand 
which they iui ee and humanity for the manner in 

We pret duty. 
on i Mr. President, I do not care to enter into this discus- 
ndians, I on! eT other time so far as relates to the Ponca 
the remarks ¥ desire now to say, in reference to one portion of 

8 of the Senator from Massachusetts, that he titly charac- 


response 
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terized the man who was agent at the Ponea agency at the time Big 
Snake was killed. If I heard him aright, he spoke of him as “the 
cowardly agent.” I know the person who was the agent at that 
agency at that time. He was a man whose physical service for his 
country was about four years of time in the Army, and so far as per- 
sonal courage was concerned, a man entirely above reproach; and 
while I am not going to say, because I do not know that the killing 
was justifiable—in fact, I am willing to assume that it was not justi- 
fiable—I think the most that can be said about it, so far as the agent is 
concerned, is that he, misjudging the necessity or not judging at all 
about the necessity of any killing, undertook a scheme or plan which, 
without any intention on his part, resulted in the death of the Indian. 

I say this in justice to him because of the fact that circumstances 
that came before the Interior Department, as the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts says, in regard to his accounts, led to his retirement, and 
I am not willing that he shall rest under the further imputation of 
having acted in a cowardly manner. He did what I think he believed 
to be his duty, then and on all occasions; did it with personal cour- 
age, did it with fidelity, and did it with honesty. 

So far as the action of his superior is concerned, either in not cen- 
suring him, or in regard to the action which preceded that event, I 
have nothing whatever to say. It illustrates, I think, on the whole, 
the necessity of doing something which shall relieve the Senate of 
the United States and the country from controversies of this kind 
hereafter; and I hope that out of this discussion will grow something 
that will be permanent in the way of legislation, and in the way of 
practice at the Department, and which shall relieve the Government 
from the unfortunate necessity of dealing with the Indians in the 
way in which these Indians were dealt with. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I merely wish to repeat what I said before, 
that to-morrow morning during the morning hour I shall ask the in- 
dulgence of the Senate to aie some remarks which my sense of 
justice and of right to men who have not the chance of speaking for 
themselves on this floor requires should be made. I will not inter- 
fere with the regular business now. 


Mr. LOGAN. I wish to be allowed a single moment further. I de- 
sire merely to say that I did not intend to be drawn into any discus- 
sion in reference to the killing of this Indian, nor do I so intend now. 
All the efforts that haye been made heretofore to move on a line for 
the purpose of advancing the Indian tribes of this country on the 
road to civilization have been obstructed usually by matters of this 
character, some things that would arouse the feelings of the people 
in reference to the treatment of some individual Indian or some par- 
ticular tribe so as to thwart the attempt that was made in the direc- 
tion I have mentioned. Ido not attribute any intention to the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts to do anything of this kind, but we all know 
that it is much more easy to tear down a structure before it is per- 
manently erected than it is to erect one, and that which has been at- 
tempted on behalf of the Indians and for the peace and good order 
of society has nearly always been destroyed to a certain extent by 
something of this character. 

I made the remarks I did not for the purpose of discussing the 
question of the killing of this Indian, but for the purpose of at least 
putting my statement on record that I believed the Department had 
been administered as faithfully, as honestly, and as justly as could 
be done, and that if these things were not interposed the time had 
arrived in my judgment when the Senate and when the Congress of 
the United States might take such action as would be of great ad- 
vantage and of great interest to all concerned in the advancement 
of these people in the line upon which we are now attempting to travel. 

That was all my object, and I repeat what I said, that I do not 
think anyremarks of this kind are justified in reference to the course of 
conduct of the Department of the Interior as to any design or desire 
on the part of the Interior Department to do any wrong to the Indians 
or the white men. Whether a man comes to us among the drippings 
from some imperial foreign power or not is immaterial; it is an 
American citizen who administers that Department. Nomatter where 
born or where he breathed the free air of Heaven first, he has the 
same rights that you and I have under the law, and I do not believe 
that the criticisms and insinuations are just in reference to that man, 
so far as the administration of this Department is concerned. 

Mr. COKE. I call for the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas calls for 
the unfinished business, which is the Indian severalty bill. 

Mr. EATON. I hope my friend will allow me for a moment, 

Mr. COKE I yield for a moment. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. EATON. I am requested and urged by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations to ask the Senate to take up a certain bill of very 
great importance to this and another government. I move tempora- 
rily to lay the Indian severalty bill aside for the purpose of calling 
that bill up. 

Mr. COKE. I cannot yield. 

Mr.EATON. Will the gentleman hear me? I move to lay it aside 
for the purpose of calling the bill up, so that it may follow this bill ; 
that is all; not to take one moment of the time of the Senate. I 
want it before the Senate. 

Mr. COKE. If it gives rise to no discussion I shall consent to the 
suggestion. 
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Mr. EATON. It will give rise to not theslightest in the world. If 
it does I will withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will announce to the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut that there is an understanding already of the 


| 
| 


Senate, that what is known as the General Armstrong bill comes up | 


after the present order is disposed of. 
Mr. EATON. I was about to observe that I desire this bill to follow 


the Armstrong bill. I do not propose to ask the Senate that it shall | 


take precedence of that bill. I desire, if my friend from Texas will 
allow me, that the Indian severalty bill may be laid aside tempora- 
rily, and that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. 
No. 2022) in relation to the Japanese indemnity fund; and I shall 
then ask— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is unnecessary for the Senator to 
make a motion. If the Senate will agree to it by unanimous consent 
that will be the understanding. 

Mr. EATON. That is all I desire. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the pend- | 


ing order, which is the unfinished business of the Senate. 

The Curer CLerk. A bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allot- 
ment of lands in severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and 
to extend the protection of the laws of the States and Territories 
over the Indians, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the pending question ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The understanding was reached the 
other day that the bill for the relief of the officers and crew of the 
brig General Armstrong should come up after the present order of 
business was disposed of, and the understanding now reached is that 
the bill indicated by the Senator from Connecticut shall come after 
that bill. 

Mr. HOAR. The Chair has asked for no unanimous consent. 

Mr. HARRIS. Is it supposed to be an understanding, by unani- 
mous consent, that these two bills named are to follow the Indian 
severalty bill in regular order and that the Senate is bound to con- 
sider those bills in that order, not having the right to take up any 
other bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not the understanding of the 
Chair. The matter will still be within the disposition of the Senate, 
and the question will come up if any Senator objects and makes a 
motion to proceed to the consideration of other business. 

Mr. BOOTH. I feel it my duty to state that to-morrow morning, 
at the expiration of the morning hour, I shall ask the Senate to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1882. 

Mr. EATON. An appropriation bill is always in order. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Connecticut can make his applica- 
tion to the Senate when the pending bill is disposed of just as well 
as now, and if it is a case so strong as to require unanimous consent 
now, it will be equally strong then. 

Mr. COKE. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Will the Senator from Texas yield to me for a 
moment ? 

Mr. COKE. Certainly. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I notice that in farming out the time of the 
Senate in respect to bills that are to follow this particular bill, we 
appear to have lost sight entirely of the fact that I gave notice last 
week that I should call up to-day the bill (S. No. 1933) to establish 
and equalize the grades and regulate appointments and promotions 
in the Marine Corps. Iwishtosay that with respect to all otber bills 
which follow the unfinished business, I shall take the liberty of an- 
tagonizing every one of them for this important measure, and shall 
call it up immediately after the conclusion of the discussion on the 
Indian severalty bill. 

LANDS IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS. 

The Senate, as in Committe of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands in 
severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the 
protection of the laws of the States and Territories over the Indians, 
and for other purposes; the pending question being on the amend- 
ment of Mr. MorGan, to strike out the ninth section of the bill, in 
the following words: 

That the provisions of this act shall not extend to any tribe of Indians until the 
consent of two-thirds of the male members twenty-one years of age shall be first 
had and obtained. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, before the vote is taken on the mo- 
tion to strike out the ninth section of the bill, I desire to bring to 
the attention of the Senate some facts collated from the statutes, 
and some other valuable information, which I think bears essentially 
upon the proposition to strike out this section of the bill. 

Since the year 1830, the 15th day of July, the Congress of the United 
States has passed sixty-seven laws giving to the Indian tribes in 
some instances the option to take lands in severalty, and in some 
instances making grants to them conditional upon their taking lands 
in severalty. I have a schedule of those acts of Congress, all of 
which have been based upon the line of policy which is intended 
now to be made applicable to every Indian in the United States—of 
giving to the Indians the option to take their lands in severalty in 
their respective reservations, instead of legislating so as to require 
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them to take lands in severalty; and my purpose in moving to sty 
out the ninth section of the bill is to leave this law in fall fore 
effect without getting the consent of the Indian tribes to its “odnang 
ing so. To impose upon the tribes the duty and the necessity af 
taking lands in severalty wherever they occupy lands under a title 
of occupancy merely, and not under a title in fee-simple as in the 
case of the five civilized tribes. , 
During the colonial period and during the earlier period of the | 
tory of this Government down to 1830, acts of State Legislatures om 
of Colonial Legislatures have been put on the statute-books ao 
treaties have been resorted to for the purpose of persuading the 
Indians to take land in severalty. As Ihave observed we have 
passed these sixty-seven laws upon this subject, all precisely in Tin 
with the enactment now proposed to be adopted, with the exception 
that, untilthe Ute bill, we never before gave to the Indians the right 
to determine whether or not an act of Congress should become a lay 
The following is a list of the acts of Congress to which I refer 
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Law 


Schedule of treaties and acts of Congre 88 authorizing allotments of } 
in severaliy to Indians. 


Date of treaty or law U.S 
Statutes 


Vol. | Page. 

July 15, 1830, arts. 9 & 10 7} 330 
July 31, 1854, section 5. 1 332 
Choctaw Sept. 27, 1830, art. 19 
Oct. 20,1832, art. 4 

1 

iF) 


Sac, Fox, Sioux, et al.. 


Chickasaw Oct. 22, 1832, art. 
May 24, 1834, art. cn | 
New York Indians | Jan. 15,1838, art. 2 ..... x Optional 
: na ae ere Act of Congress 
Stockbridge Aug. 6,1846 .... Act of Congress 
OW. BE, BOGS nine skins { 7 
Otoe and Missouria .....; Mar. 15, 1°54, art. 6 
Mar. 16, 1854, art. 6 ..... 
May 6, 1854, art. ia 1050 | Conditional. (Sw 
treaty 18% 
May 10, 1854, art. 2 ..... | 1054 F 
May 17, 1854, art. 6 i0 | 1070 | Conditional 
Kickapoo | May 18, 1854, art. 3 .... 1079 | Conditional 
Kaskaskia, Peoria, et al..| May 30, 1854, art. 2 ..... 1082 | 
Miami ...... | June 5, 1854, art. ¢ 1093 
Chippewa of Lake Supe- | Sept. 30, 1854, art. 3 ..... | 1110 Optional 
rior. | 
Chastas et al Nov. 18, 1854, art. 6 ..... 1123 | Optional! 
Umpqua et al ...........| Nov. 29, 1854, art. 5 | 1126 | Optional 
Nisqually et al | Dec. 26, 1854, art. ome | 1133 | Optional 
Willamette Jan. 22,1855, art. 1145 | Optional 
Wyandot Jan, 31,1855, arts.2&3. 1160 
Chippewa of Mississippi,| Feb. 22,1855, art. 2 .... 1166 | Optional 
&e 


Winnebago Feb. 27, 1855, art. 1173 
Ottawa and Chippewa..! July 31, 1855, art. 1 621 
ChippewaofSaginaw,&c.) Aug. 2, 1855, art. 1 633 
Stockbridge and Munsee.| Feb. 5, 1856, art. ‘ 664 
Dwamish et al Jan. 22,1855, art. 929 | Optional! 
Sklallams et al Jan. 26,1855, art. 934 | Optional 
Makah Jan. 31,1855, art. 7 .... 940 | Optional 
Walla Walla et al June 9, 1855, art. 6 947 | Optional 
Yakama .........-2+---- | June 9, 1855, art. 6 954 | Optional 
Nez Pereé June 11, 185 959 | Optional 
Middle Oregon June 25, 1855, art. : 966 | Optional 
Qui-nai-elt et al July 1, 1855, art. 6 972 | Optional 
Flathead .-| July 16, 1855, art. 977 | Optional 
Sioux—Medawak anton June 19, 1858, art. | 1031 
and Wahpakoota bands. 
Sioux—Sisseton and June 19, 1358, art. 
Wahpeton bands 
Winnebago ........... ..| April15, 1859, art. 
Chippewa—Swan Creek July 16, 1859, art. 
and Black River bands, 
DEE icccus cetceccctes| Ge 6G, deem 
Delaware May 30, 1860, arts. 
Pottawatomie Nov. 15, 1861, art. 
Ottawa .---| June 24, 1862, art. : 
Kickapoo June 22, 1862, art. 2. . 
Nez Pereé June 9, 1863, art. 3 
Chippewa—Saginaw,| Oct. 18,1564, art. 3 ..... 
Swan Creek, and Black 
River bands. 
ONE ince snssecsnases Mar. 6, 1865, art. 4 | 668 | 
Middle Oregon Nov. 15, 1865, art. 6 . ....) | 752 
Choctaw and Chickasaw. Apr. 28, 1866, arts. 11-16 . 774 
Delaware July 4, 1866, art. 4 | | 794 | Optional 
Cherokee 5 July 19, 1866, art. 20 ....! 805 | Optional. 
Sac and Fox Oct. 1, 1859, art. 2 : 468 
Sioux—Sisseton and Feb. 19, 1867, art. 5 | | 506 
Wahpeton bands. 
Kiowa and Comanche... Oct. 21, 1867, art. 6 
Cheyenne Oct. 28, 1867, art. 6 
J See Mar. 2, 1868, art. 
SNL <5 one dteadaaes sasuae Apr. 29, 1868, art. 6 
Crow May 7, 1868, art. 6 
Cheyenne May 10, 1868, art. * 
Navajoe .......-.-- --.-. June 1, 1868, art. 
Shoshonee and Bannock.) July 3, 1868, art. 6 
Nez Percé : Aug. 13, 1868, art, 1 .... 
Klamath Oct. 14,1864, art. 6 .... 
Chippewa of Mississippi. Mar. 19, 1867, art. 7 


SS aa as ge i i aN i Sintec hintaan” 

What has been the effect of this system, that we might call an in- 
ductive system, upon the Indian mind, and what has been the ots 
of its non-success? The effect has been that not 5 per cent. of the 


a 
~ 


MWiwwwoeoweownwnw- 


me eh ek fk ek ek et ed et 


tee 
oe 


1037 


1101 
1106 | 


— 
wr 


1lll 

1129 
| 1192 
1238 | 
623 

648 

657 


= at 


wnww 


eee 
mae 


583 | Optional 
595 | Optional. 
620 | Optional 
637 | Optional 
650 | Optional 
656 | Optional 
668 | Optional 
675 

693 

709 
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living in the United Sta tes or who have ever lived in the 


Jians now . . 7 
ee States under these various laws and treaties have received 
Uni 





They have othe as far as they were able to re- 


i severalty. 
: We will not find the Indians ready to 


lands i) oan we thei ir 1: ands. 


yee SOTOT : 
se nt q system of this kind ei ither specially or universally when it 
eg TE" , their option to accept it or not to accept it. 


with this statement of our legislation’! desire to call the attention 
‘ e Se nate for a moment to a very high authority in reference to 
ite of Indian law on the subject of tribal organiz: tions, and 
rect is authority will be gathe red the reason why the Indians have 
; iformly refused to accept all the provisions which we have 
— od them with respect to receiving their lands in severalty. I 
wre om a study of this question by Major Powell, which he has 
an sein . nd enot igh to furnish me by request. He treats of the Wyan- 
see rovernment, and perhi ups mor » than two-thirds of the tribes of 
tians of North America were organized in their tribal govern- 
od : the basis of the Wyandot government. 
¥ resent and will read the paper of Major Powe 


WYANDOT GOVERNMENT. 
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1 Short Study of Tribal Society. 
! zation of the Wyandots four groups are recognized—the fam- 
the phratry, and the tribe 
- ue Y 
sthe term is here used, is nearly synonymous with household. It is 
e persons who occupy one lodge, or, heir permanent wigwsé ey 
» of a communal dwelling. These permane iol dwellings are constructed 
vscxe form of poles interwoven with bar! rhe fire was = rced in line along 
on “and was usually built fort lies one occupying the place on each 
rhe head of the far a womal 
\a 
Lin the female line. The 


vhich a Wyandot expresses 








































des 1a8 the name of some anl- 
ent h l Up to the time when the 
7 Ohio «¢ centes were recognized, llows Deer, Bear, Highland 
ped chland Turtle, (black.) Mud Tartle, Smooth Large Turtle 
el olf, Sea Snake 
I f an individual he is said to be a Wolf, a Bear, or Deer, as the case 
ning ereby that he belongs to that gens lutin speaking of the body 
1 sens t] are said to be relatives of the Wolf, the Bear, or 
s th be 
ody of names bi longing to ea vens, so thateach person's 
to which he belong These mes are derived from the character 
« habits attitudes, 01 mytholog stories connected with the tatelar god. 
reschedule presents name of a man and woman in each gens as 
this statement 
ian. English. 
\ gel De-wa-ti-re...... . Lean deer. 
Deer gens a-jin-ti ...--. Spotted fawn. 
] ens ware ee Long claws. 
f ‘ I Tsa-man’-da-ka-¢ -- Grunting fe her 
young 
= in e gens Ai i-S ta-Ta-la-St rOlng ol a 1e 
lake. 
V Striped Turtle gens rso-we-yifi-kyn...... Gonefrom the water. 
MI Mud Turtl : SI 1-tsu-wat .. Har 
\ r y shu-riis..... Fin each. 
MI ul re 
W Slow 
M Fs One who goes about 
nthe dark aprow- 
ier. 
Woman of Wolf gens... ............. Ya®-di-no............. Always hungry. 
M BOND RU ah oda thaesessaaies H -bn‘-8&...... Sitting in curled po- 
sition. 
W f Snakes gens............ Di-je-rons --+«.--- One who ripples the 
water. 
Man of Porcupine gens.............. Ha*-du’-tu® ..... ... Theone who puts up 
quills 
N of P pine gens...... .. Ke’-va-runs-kwa Good-sighted. 
E PHI 
ur phratries in the tribe—the thre 4, bear, deer, and striped 
constituting the first; the highland turtl ck turtle, and smooth large 
tart e second; the hawk, bea and wolf, the third; and » sea-snake and 








e fourth. 

l t in their organization has a mythologic basis and is chi 

cious purposes, in the preparation of medicines, and in festivals an 
eleven gentes as font phratries constitute the tril 

ch is the social organization of the Wyandots. 

Lach gens is a body of consanguineal kindre din the female line, and each gens 
ed to other gentes by consangnineal kinship throug sh the male line, and by 

y through marriage 
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To be a member of the tribe is necessary to be a member of age ns; to be a 
member of a gens it is necessary to be long to some family ; ; and to belong toa 
iamily a person must have been born in thet family, so is kinship is recognized 





rhe must be adopted into a family and become a son, brother, or some definite 
ative; and this artificial relationship gives him the same standing as actual 
tiationship in the family, in the gens, in the phratry, and in the tribe. 

the tribe is a body of kindred. 

e four groupe thus d escribed, the gens, the phratry and the tribe constitute 
‘he series of organic units; the family or household as here ibed is not 

( ‘the € gens or p hanare as two gentes are represented in each—the father rt 
velong to one gens, and the mother and her children to another. 

,OVERNMENT. 
is maintained by the establishment of 
ed and duties performed. 

i this tribe there is found a complete 
vil gove rnment. 
government.—" 














government, for rights must be 


> differentiation of the military from the 





: he civil government inheres in a system of councils and 
chiefs, © 


wt ach gens there is a council composed of four women, called Xi 1-Wai-yu-wé-na. 
“se tour women councilors select a chief of the gens from its male members; 
This gentile chief i 


t dat is, from th eir br oth ers and sons. 


the head of the gentile 
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The council of the tribe is composed of the aggregated gentile councils The 
tribal council, therefore, is composed one-fifth of men ‘and four-fifths of women 

The sachem of the tribe, or tribal chief, is chosen by the chiefs of the gentes. 

There is sometimes a grand council of the gens, es d of the councilors of 
the gens proper, and all the heads of housebolds, and leading men—brothers and 
sons. 

There is, also, sometimes a grand council of the tribe, composed of the council 
of the tribe proper and the heads of households of the tribe, and all the leading 
men of the tribe 

These grand coun¢ are convened for spe ‘cial purposes 

Methods of choosing and installing councilors and chiefs.—The four women 
cilors of the gens are chosen by the heads of the households, themselves being 
women. There is no formal election, but frequent discussion is had over the mat 
ter from time to time, in which a sentiment grows up within the gens and throug! 
out the tribe that in the event of the death of any councilor a certain person wil! 
take her place. 

In this manner there is usually one, two, or more potential councilors in eac 
gens who are expected to attend all the meetings of the council, though they tak 
no part in the deliberations and have no vote. 

When a woman is installed as councilor, a feast is prepared by the gens to whic 

she belongs, and to this feast all the members of the tribe are invited Phe womar 

is painted land dressed in her best attire, and the sachem of the tribe places upon 
her head the gentile chaplet of feathers, and announces in a formal manner to the 
issembled guests that the woman has been chos a councilor Ch mony is 
followed by feasting and dancing, often continued late into the night 


Che gentile chief is chosen by the council women, ; iltation with t 





coun 





















other women and men of the gens. Often the ile ’ poten ie 
through a period of probation. During this time he at ret of t 
council, but takes no part in their deliberations and has no vot 

At his installation the council women invest him with ‘ tely o1 l 
tunic, place upon his head a chaplet of feathers, and } t the tile t 


























face. The sachem of the ‘then announces to th tt 
been made chief of the gen admitted to the council. tlso fol 
a festival 

rhe sachem of the tribe is selected by the men belonging wt ‘ t! 
tribe. Formerly the sachemship inhered in the bear gens, but at present he is 
chosen from the deer gens, from the fact, as the Wyandots say, that death ha 
carric¢ away all the wise men of the bear gens 

rhe chief of the wolf gens is the herald and sheriff of the trib Le super 
tends the erection of the council-house and has the care of it. He calls the « 
cil together in a formal manner when d ed by tl u m lo announces t 

@ tribe all the decisions of the coun und executes the directions of the co 
and of the sachem 

Gentiie councils are held frequently from day to day rom wee » we 
and are called by the chief whenever deemed necess hen matter fore 
l yuncil are considered of great importance i d council of the gens ma ¢ 

tribal council is held 1 they oft ili moon of «¢ ation 

and at such other times as the ‘ rmir but extra counc ure 1 
ally called by the sachem at the request of a number of councillors 

Meetings of the gentile eouncils are very informal; but the meetin trib 
councils are conducted with due ceremony. When all the persons ; issem bled 
the chief of the wolf gens calls them to order, fills and lights a pipe, sends one pufl 
of smoke to the heavens and another to the earth Phe pipe is then handed tothe 
sachem, who fills his mouth with smoke, and, turning from left to right with the 








sun, slowly puffs it out over the heads of the councilors, who itting in a 
el He then hands the pipe to the man on his left, and it is smoked in turn by 
each person until it has been passed around: the circle. Thesachem then exp! 
the object for which the council is called. Each person inthe way and manner | 
chooses tells what he thinks should be done in the case. If amajority of t 





cil is agreed as to action, the sachem does not speak, but may simp! nee the 
decision. But in some cases there may be protracted debate, which l 
with great deliberation In case of a tie, the sachem is e pected to sp 

It is considered dishonorable for any man to reverse his deci 
spoken. 

Such are the organic elements of the Wyandot government 

Functions of civil qovernment.—It is the function of government to preserve rights 
and enforce the performance of duties i ghts and duties are correlative. Rights 

iply duties and duties imply rights. The right inhering in the party of the fir 





part imposes aduty on the party of the second:part. The right and its correlative 





duty are inseparable parts of a relation that must be maintained by government 
and the relations which governments are established to maintain may be treated 
under the general head of righ ite. 

In Wyandot governn ae nt these rights may be classed as follow First, rights 
of marriage; second, 1 le demeienne : third, righ 3 topersonal adornments ; fourth 
rights of order in en oe s and migrations; fifth, rights of property; sixt! 
rights of person; seventh, rights of community; eighth, rights of religion 


rights rule ae conduct are established, not by formal enactmen 

Such custom-made laws may be called regulations 
1.—Marriage between members of the same gens is forbidden 

marriages between persons of different gentes ere permitted. 


1 may not marry his mother’s sister's dat iter, as she belongs 
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to the grens with himself, but he can marry his father’s sister's danghter, be 
canse s toa different gens. 

Husbands ret in all their rights and privileges in theirown gentes though they 
live with the gentes of their wives. Children, i spective of sex, belong to the 
gens of the m r. Men and women must marry within the tribe. A woman 
taken to wife from without the tribe must first be adopted into some family of a 
gens other than that to which the man belongs. That a woman may take for a 





husband a man without the tribe, he must also be adopted into the family of some 
gens other than that of the woma What has been called by some ethnologists 
endogamy and exogamy, are correlative parts of one regulation, and the Wyandots 
like all other tribes of which we have any knowledge in North America, are both 
endogamous and exogamous p 

Polygamy is permitted, but the wives must bel 
remains the head of the household. Polyandry is prohibited. A 
ing a wife consults her mother, sometimes direct and through his own 
mother rhe mother of the girl advises 3 to obtain thei: 
andthe young pe ople usually submit qretl Sometime 
women councilors consult with the men, 

When a girl is betrothed, the man makes such presents tothe mother as he car 
It iscustomary to consummate the marriage before the end of the which the 
betrothal is mad Bridegroom and bride make promises of faithfulness to the pa 
rents and women .councilors of both parties. It is enstomary te give a marriag: 
feast, in which the gentes of both parties take part. For ashort time at least, brid¢ 
and groom live with the bride's mother, or rather in the original household of the 
bride. 

rhe time when they will 
before marriage. 

In the event of the death of the mother the children belong to her sister or to ber 
nearest female 1, the matter being settled by the council women of the gens. As 
the children belong to the mother, on the death of the father the mother and chib 
dren are cared for by nearest male relative until subsequent marriage. 
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Name regulations.—It has been previously explained that there is a body of names 
the exclusive property of each gens. Once a year, at the green-corn festival, the 


council women of the gens select the names for the children born during the pre 
- 


vious year, and the chief of the gens proclaims these names at the festival. No | 


yerson may change his name, but every person, man or woman, by honorable or dis- 

Cenerabis conduct, or by remarkable circumstance, may win a second name 

memorative of deed or circumstance, which is a kind of title. oe 
Regulations of personal adornment.—Each clan has a distinctive method of paint- 
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| 


com. | 


ing the face, a distinctive chaplet to be worn by the gentile chief and council | 


women when they are inaugurated, and, subsequently, at festival occasions, and 


distinctive ornaments for all its members, to be used at festivals and religious cere- | 


monies. hs 

Regulations of order in encampment and migrations.—The camp of the tribe is in 
an open circle, or horseshoe, and the gentes camp in the following order, beginning 
on the left, and going around to the right: Deer, Bear, Highland Turtle (striped, ) 
Highland Turtle, (black,) Mud Turtle, Smooth Large Turtle, Hawk, Beaver, Wolf, 
Sea Snake, Porcupine ; 

The order in which the households camp in the gentile group is regulated bythe 
gentile councilors, and adjusted from time to time in such a manner that the old- 
est family is placed on the left and the youngest on the right. In migrations and 
expeditions the order of travel follows the analogy of encampment ; 

Property rights. —Within the area claimed by the tribe each gens occupies a 
ict for the purpose of cultivation. The right of the gens to « ultivate a 
particular tract is a watter settled in the council of the tribe, and the gens may 
abandon one tract for another only with the consent of the tribe. The women coun 
cilors partition the gentile land among the householders, and the household tracts 
marked by them. ‘The ground is repartitioned once in two years. 
of households are responsible for the cultivation of the tract, and should 
l gens calls the responsible parties to ac- 


stalier t 


are distinctly 
The heads 
this duty be neglected the council of the 
cout 

Cultivation is communal; that is, all of the able-bodied women of the gens take 
part in the cultivation of each household tract in the following manner: the head 
of the household sends her brother or son into the forest or to the stream to bring 
in came or fish fora feast: then the able-bodied women of the gens are invited to 

sist in the cultivation of the land. and when this work is done a feast is given. 

The wigwam or lodge and all articles of the household belong to the woman— 
the head of the household— at her death are inherited by her eldest daughter, 
or nearest of female kin The matter is settled by the council women. If the 
husband die his property is inherited by his brother or his sister's son, except such 
portion as may be buried with him. His property consists of his clothing, hunting 
and fishing implements, and such articles as are used personally by himself. 

Usually a small canoe is the individual property of the man. Large canoes are 
made by the male members of the gentes and are the property of the gentes. 

Rights of person.—Each individual has a right to freedom of person and security 
from personal and bodily injary, unless adjudged guilty of crime by proper au- 
thority 

Community rights.—Each gens has the right to the services of all its 
the cultivation of the soil. Lach gens has the right to the service of all of its male 
members in avenging wrongs, and the tribe has 
male members in time of war. 

Rights of religion.—Each phratry has the right to certain religions ceremonies 
and the preparation of certain medicines. Each gens has the exclusive right to 
worship its tutelar god, and each individual has the exclusive right to the posses- 
sion and use of a particular amulet. 

Crimes.—The violations of rights are crimes. 
the Wyandots are as follows: 1, adultery; 2, 
5, treason; 6, witchcraft. 

A maiden guilty of fornication may be punished by her mothe 
dian, but if the crime is flagrant and repeated so as to become a 
gossip, and the mother fails to correct it, the 
cil-women of the gens. 

A woman guilty of adultery for the first offense is punished by having 
cropped ; for repeated offenses her left ear is cut off 

Theft.—The punishment for theft is twofold restitution. When the prosecutor 
and prosecuted belong to the same gens, the trialis before the council of the gens, 
and from it there is no appeal. 
prosecutor, through the head of his household, lays the matter before the council 
of his own gens ; by it the matter is laid before the gentile council of the accused 
in a formal manner. Thereupon it becomes the duty of the council of the accused 
to investigate the facts for themselves, and to settle the matter with the council 
of the plaintiff. Failure thus todo is followed by retaliation in the seizing of any 
property of the gens which may be found 

Vaiming.—Maiming is compounded, and the method of procedure in prosecution 
is essentially the same as for theft. 

Murder.—In the case of murder, if both parties are members of the same gens 
the matter is tried by the gentile council on complaint of the head of the house- 
hold, but there may be an appeal to the council of the tribe. Where the parties 
belong to different gentes, complaint is formally made by the injured party, through 
the chief of his gens, in the following manner 

A wooden tablet is prepared, upon which is inscribed the totem or heraldic em 
blem of the injured man's gens, and a picture-writing setting forth the offense fol- 
lows. The gentile chief appears before the chief of the council of the gens of the 
offender, and formally states the offense, explaining the picture-writing, which is 
then delivered 
held. It is the duty of this council to examine the evidence for themselves and to 
come to a conclusion without farther presentation of the matter on the part of the 
person aggrieved. Having decided the matter among themselves, they appear be- 
fore the chief of the council of the aggrieved party to offer compensation. 
gens of the offender fails to settle the matter with the gens of the aggrieved party, 
it is the duty of his nearest relative to avenge the wrong. Either party may ap- 
peal tothe council of the tribe. The appeal must be made in due form by the pres- 
entation of a tablet of accusation. 


Some of the crimes reco: 
theft ; maiming; 4, murder 
r female guar 

iatter of general 

matter may be taken up by the coun 


her hair 


Inquiry into the effect of a failure to observe prescribed formalities developed an | 
In procedure against crime, failurein formality is not considered | 


interesting fact. 
a violation of the rights of the accused, but proof of hisiunocence. It is considered 
supernatural evidence that the charges are false. In trials for all offenses forms 
of procedure are, therefore, likely to be earnestly questioned. 


7reason.—Treason consists in revealing the secrets of the medicine preparations | 


or giving other information or assistance to enemies of the tribe, and is punished 
by death. ‘The trial is before the council of the tribe. 

Witeherast.—W itcheraft is punished by death—stabbing, tomahawking, or burn- 
ing. Charges of witchcraft are investigated by the grand council of the tribe. 
When the aceused is adjudged guilty he may appeal to supernatural judgment. 
The test is by fire. A circular fire is built on the ground, through which the ac- 
cused must run from east to west, and then trom north to south. If no injury is 
received he is adjudged innocent; if he falls into the fire he is adjuged guilty. 
Should a person accused or having the general reputation of practicing witchcraft 
become deaf, blind, or have sore eyes, earache, headache, or other diseases con- 


women in | 


the right to the service of all its | 


\ council of the offender's gens is thereupon called and a trial is | 


If the | 





| also members of the council. 


| companions and assistants of the chief in time of war, and in case of the deat} 


into some family with artificial kinship specified 


JANUARY 31, 


protection of his clan. A man can be declared an outlaw by his own clan . 
thus publish to the tribe that they will not defend him in case he is baie y 
another. But usually outlawry is declared only after trial before the trib it a 
The method of procedare is analogous to that in case of murder. Whew 
person has been adjudged guilty and sentence of outlawry declared. it is the dut 
of the chief of the Wolf Clan to make known the decision of the counc i ae 
he does by appearing before each clan in the order of its encampment and declar 
in terms the crimes of the outlaw and the sentence of outlawry, which aaa 
either of two grades — 
In the lowest grade it is declared that if the man shall thereafter cont 
the commission of similar crimes, it will be lawful for any person to kill hip 
if killed, rightfully or wrongfully, his clan will not avenge his death 
Outlawry of the highest degree makes it the duty of any member of 
who may meet with the otfender to kill him 
Military government.—The management of military affairs inheres in the , 
tary council and chief ; the military council is composed of all the able-bodied me 
of the tribe; the military chief is chosen by the council from the Porcupine cons 
Each gentile chief is responsible for the military training of the youth under } 
authority. Thereis usually one or more potential military chiefs who are , 


When the 


il This 


+} “hse 
LOE CloRe 


1 : ts of ath of 
the chief take his place in the order of seniority 


Prisoners of war are adopted into the tribe or killed. To be adopted into the 
tribe it is necessary that the prisoner should be adopted into some family. Tho 
warrior taking the prisoner has the first right to adopt him, and his male or fema), 
relations have the right in the order of their kinship. If no one claims the pris 
oner for this purpose, he is caused to run the gauntlet as a test of his cour we. Tf 
at his trial he behaves manfully, claimants are not wanting, but if he behaves dis 
gracefully he is put to death 

Fellowhood.—There is an interesting institution found among the Wryandots aa 
among some other of our North American tribes, namely, that of fellowhood. Ty 
young men agree to be perpetual friends to each other, or more than brothers 

Zach reveals to the other the secrets of his life, and counsels with him on matters 
of importance, and defends him from wrong and violence, and at his death is chie 
mourner. 

The government of the Wyandots, with the social organization upon which it 
based, affords a typical example of tribal government throughout North America 
Within that area there are several hundred distinct governments. In so great a 
number there is great variety, and in this variety we find different degrees oj 
organization ; the degree of organization being determined by the differentiatioy 
of the functions of government and the correlative specialization of organic elk 
ments 

Much has yet to be done in the study of these governments before safe general 
izations may be made. Lut enough is known to warrant the following statement 

Tribal government in North America is based on kinship in that the funda 
mental units of social organization are bodies of consanguineal kindred either i 
the male or female line; these units being what has been well denominated * ger 
tes.” These “ gentes " are organized into tribes by ties of relationship and affinity 
and this organization is of such a character that the man’s position in the tribe js 
fixed by his kinship. Thereis no place in a tribe for any person whose kinship is 
not fixed, and only those persons can be adopted into the tribe who are adopted 
Che fabric of Indian society is 
a complex tissue of kinship—the warp is made of streams of kinship blood, an 
the woof of marriage ties. 

With most tribes military and civil affairs are differentiated. 
civil government are in general differentiated only to this extent 
functions are performed by chiefs and sachems ; 


The functions of 
that executive 
but these chiefs and sachems ar 
The council is legislature and court. Perhaps j 
were better to say that the council is the court whose decisions are law, and ¢ 


| the legislative body properly has not been developed. 


If the parties involved are of different gentes, the | 


In general crimes are well defined. Procedure is formal, and forms are held as 


of such importance that error therein is prima facie evidence that the subject 
matter formulated was false. 

When one gens charges crime against a member of another, it can of its ow 
tion proceed only to retaliation. ‘To prevent retaliation the gens of the offer 
must take the necessary steps to disprove the crime or to compound or punis! 
The charge once made is held as just and true until it has been disproved, and it 
trial the cause of the defendant is first stated. The anger of the prosecuting genus 
must be placated 

In the tribal governments there are many institutions, customs, ar 
which give evidence of a former condition in which society was based not ur 
kinship, but upon marriage. 

From a survey of the facts, it seems highly probable that kinship society as 
exists among the tribes of North America has developed from connubial society 
which isdiscovered elsewhere on the globe. In fact, there are few tribes that seem 


| scarcely to have passed that indefinite boundary between the two social states 





sidered loathsome, he is supposed to have failed in practicing his arts upon others | 


and to have fallen a victim to them himself. 
punished. 

Outlawry.—The institution of outlawry exists among the Wyandots in a pecu- 
liar form. An outlaw is one who by his crimes has placed himself without the 


Such cases are most likely to be 


Philologic research leads to the same conclusion 

Nowhere in North America have a people been discovered who have passe be 
yond tribal society to national society based on property, i. ¢., that form of so 
which is characteristic of civilization. Some peoples may not have reached | 
ship society ; none have passed it. 

Nations with civilized institutions, art with palaces, monotheism as the worshij 
of the Great Spirit, all vanish from the pristine condition of North America in ¢ 
light of anthropologic research. 

Tribes with the social institutions of kinship, art with its highest arcl 
development exhibited in the structure of communal dwellings, and polyt 
the worship of mythic animals and nature-gods remain 


This report is very instructive, coming from so high an authority, 
and covering as it does completely, I think, the whole ground of 
philosophical inquiry into this very hidden and involved subject. It 
will not prove unacceptable to the faithful student of the subject of 
Indian government, though it may be wearying to the Senate. 

Mr. President, we find here that the dissolution of the Indian tam- 
ily relationship is the dissolution of all tribal relationship ; it is the 
abrogation of the tribal institution. As long as that tribal institu 
tion continues it will hold to what it is based upon, and that is th 
commune in all that relates to lands. The North American Indians 
are not the only people who hold to this. All Syria, all Centra! Asia 
and Russia are filled with instances of lands held incommon,. There 


| has not been one instance in the history of the Indians of North 
| America, commencing with the Aztecs, with their comparative!) 


splendid civilization, down to the present time where they have evel 
enacted laws to hold lands in severalty. An Indian title in severaity 
to a tract of land derived from an Indian tribe is a matter that 1s un- 
known in the history of the Indians on this continent. It 1s not 
known even among the civilized tribes. As I remarked before when 


| addressing the Senate, it is a matter of religion with them that their 


| 


communal interest in lands should ot be interfered with. 
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now we have got to get rid of the subject; we have to strike 
Saas t; and in order to do it effectually we need not expect to 
at the ahaa of the Indians. They will not aid us thus to strike 
get the « nstitations. We must now commence to govern them. The 
at Se to commence to govern them is to have written laws that 
OPE ar directly upon them. Let the laws be just and wise, but do 
will aaa to lay your hand upon the plow, and then never look 
not nee you march in the direction of the civilization of the 


more than three-quarters of a century, at any rate, respected these 
treaties as being binding upon us, and it is only within the last decade 
that they have been set aside by decisions of the courts. Now, of 
course we can be governed by these decisions and can no doubt legis- 
late in just such way as we feel we ought to do or that we are dis- 
posed todo. But if you strike out the ninth section of the bill you 
force every tribe to come in whether willing or not and accept the 
terms of this bill. Ido not believe that we ought to attempt it in 
that way. If you leave it as it is now, it requires the consent of two 
thirds of the tribe before the bill can be enforced upon them, or be 
fore they can be required to accept the terms of the bill. 

I should say here that Indians are very much like white men in one 
particular at any rate, that is you may lead them, you may coax them, 
but you cannot drive them very well into that which is not accept 
able to them. On that account I think it would work against the 
etiects of the bill rather than in its favor. I believe, then, that we 
ought to have the consent of the Indians in some way, and I believe 
if we get the consent of two-thirds we will very soon get the consent 
of the rest, because two-thirds will very soon draw the rest with them, 
and we will thus have their general consent, and in that way we may 
carry out the provisions of this bill and at the same time give bette 
satisfaction than if we try to force the Indians to accept the proposed 
terms. 

I am aware that this is a very difticult question to be settled I 
am aware, as was said by one of the Senators yesterday, that this 
question probably will be kept before the country for years and years 
together, even though we should pass this bill or any other measure 
like it; but this is an entering wedge, as I think, to this question. 
It is a step in the right direction, and that direction leads us to make 
citizens of them and to require the same of the Indian that we re 
quire of the white man. I think that no harm can come of this meas 
ure. We have treated the Indian in all the various ways that could 
be thought of—tirst, as aliens; treating with them next as wards, 
not able to take care of themselves, but as persons who must be taken 
sare Of by the nation. And now under this bill it is proposed to 
make them citizens and to deal with them as we do with other humar 
beings and other citizens of the United States. 

I believe that if we will take this step it will be the first creat step 
toward settling this great Indian question, and it is the greatest ques- 
tion, in my opinion, that is to-day before the Congress of the United 
States. I knowof noquestion to-day that is equal to this in importane: 
Here we have the Indians scattered over twelve of the States and 
nine of the Territories of this Government. We have nearly one hi 


bac k 
indiane. before remarked that it is an opportune time to commence 
; I ea’ One of my purposes in moving to strike out the ninth sec- 
this wet his bill is to enable us to commence a system of positive gov- 
ua” a reference to the Indians, and not undertake to repeat in 
nme i and comprehensive law that which has failed in sixty-seven 
ee i acts of Congress that we have passed. Why are we passing 
ra universal law when sixty-seven statutes are upon the book, each 
of which intends to accomplish the same purpose in regard to abont 
are tribes of Indians? What reason 13 there for it P I must be 
permitted to say that looking at the features of this bill I cannot 
v neeal it from my own mind and conscience that there is a reason 
: me deeper than the advantage which it is expected will be derived 
py the Indians. You will have a provision here that the law shall 
not take effect until two-thirds of the male members of each tribe 
consent to it, and yet when you come to dispose of the communal 
jands now held by them in common, after you have made the loca- 
sion of the Indians upon separate tracts of land, you dispense with 
wait two-thirds requirement, and a bare majority of the Indians can 
then dispose of the land of all the rest. Phat is the bill, _ 

What must a ring of land pirates do in order to accomplish a con- 
fiscation of the lands of the Indians ? When you have passed this 
pill you will find fifty rings in the United States that will spring up 
in fifty days for the purpose of grabbing the Indian lands. What will 
the rings do? They will go to a tribe of Indians and say to the men 
who are in poverty, in distress, perhaps, ‘‘ Come, now, take a drink ; 
take a little red paint, a few beads, some powder and ball, some guns, 
some trinkets, some toys, and go into council with us, and we will 
make an arrangement by which the Government of the United States 
ean get the consent of two-thirds of your people to accept the pro- 
visionsof that law.” Allright; the Indian goesin. In that manner 
two-thirds of the tribe have given their consent, and then the law 
shall operate upon them. Then you proceed, after the law has become 
efiectual, to the location of the Indians upon the lands, and after you 
have done that a body of land remains in common to be sold. Then 
the ring menstrike the Indians home. Then it is that having got the 
tribe in their power really, they proceed to buy out the balance of 
their great territory, and get Congress to confirm the bargain. 

In the remarks which I have made before the Senate I have shown 
that as many as three thousand Indians in this country have the con- 
trol of twelve million acres of land under the existing regulations, 
and by the effect of this bill you change the nature of the title by 
which the Indians hold it. The very moment that they accept the 
provisions of this bill their title, which now rests simply upon the 
ground of the right of occupancy under treaty stipulations, is con- 
verted into a fee, and affer that you have to get the title out of them 
by aconveyance of the fee-simple. By this means you enable three 
thousand Indians to dispose absolutely of twelve million acres of land. 
After you have passed this law, and, as I have remarked before, after 
you have sanctioned their title both by contract and by grant, you 
jind yourself unable ever more to get it back again. 

Some members of the committee have congratulated themselves 
and the country that if this law did not operate beneficially it could 
be repealed. Mr. President, once you put this law upon the statute- 
book you will never repeal it. You have got laws upon the statute- 
book now in reference to mining rights which we have copied from 
the Spanish Government, in the western country, and all the powers 
of the Congress of the United States conld not get rid of them to- 
day. Pass this bill and put these rings into motion for the par- 
pose of gathering and absorbing these lands, this immense domain 
thus granted and confirmed to the Indians both by contract and by 
‘aw, and you will not in twenty-five years repeal it. When the rings 
get possession of it they will never let you repeal it; they will hold 
on to it, and their influence will be felt in both branches of the Con- 
gress of the United States to that extent that we will be powerless 
ever to shake them off. 

__ This bill will consign these lands and these Indians to that condi- 
tion, and it is only because I have felt that we are getting ourselves 
0s 4 condition where extrication would hereafter be impossible that 

‘ave ventured to have so much to say about the measure. No man 
ae more than I do the necessity which I have felt was incum- 
ir upon me, believing and feeling as I do in regard to this matter, 
a oan to lay before the Senate of the United States facts that are 
aa niable, which I think should challenge their attention when they 
‘ote upon this matter, and admonish Senators to look carefully into 
“Als important measure. 

2 SAUNDERS. Mr. President, I hope that the amendment that 
that hein oy ra Senator from Alabama will not prevail. I think 
welan a Io ‘the bill ought not to be stricken out. While I think 
our own werd pet and probably the right to manage this affair in 
unlér the ay, still I believe that these Indians do have some rights 

We treaty regulations that should be respected. We have for 


nun 
dred and fifty tribes of Indians. We have now some sixty-seven agen 
cies scattered in these different States and Territories. The whites 
have completely surrounded them, and are driving them as fast from 
the West as they were a few years ago driven from the East. And 
now the question is what will you do with them. Shall they not now 
be made useful members of society in some way ? The bow and arrow 
have got to give way to the plow and the hoe; they have got to make 
their living by the sweat of their face as white men make it. We 
must meet the question in some way, must deal with them if not as 
white men yet as human beings, and not compel them, as the amend- 
ment would if adopted, to accept the provisions of the bill whether 
they are willing or not. By this section as it stands we invite them 
by a two-thirds majority to take hold of this matter, and to come in 
and take part with us. Let us not deal too harshly with them, but 
rather let us show them that they are to be consulted and are not to 
be forced to accept whether they may deem it for the best or not. 

As I said the other day, I have some personal knowledge of the In- 
dians. In my own State they have made such advancement in civ- 
ilization that I believe there is no question with them as to what they 
can do and what they would do if they were given an opportunity to 
own lands in severalty and to have homes secured to them the same 
as white men have. Some cthers, the semi-civilized tribes, are beg- 
ging us now to give them title to their homes. There are men around 
this Capitol to-day who are begging Congress to pass a bill that is 
now upon the Senate table proposing to divide up the lands in sey 
eralty to the Peoria and Miami tribes of Indians. They say that every 
Indian of theirtribes is ready for it; thatall are ready to accept thei: 
lands, and will promise to take care of themselves, and would ask 
nothing from the Government hereafter but what the Government 
owes him. Then why not give itto them? I do not expect all the 
Indians to accept the provisions of this bill at once, nor will it be done 
very soon; but a very fair proportion of them will,in my opinion, do 
so, and thus an example will be set which will by and by be followed 
by others and it may be by all. 

When our committee visited the Omaha Indians two years ago 
seeking information on the subject of Indian affairs and inquiring 
whether it would not be better to turn their management over to 
the War Department, they said “we want no warriors, no military 
oflicers to take care of us, but we want a title to our land the same 
as a white man has it; you give a white man atitle which cannot 
be taken from him, but you give us one that you can by an act of 
Congress take from us. Why don’t you treat us like you treat white 
men?” 

In my opinion, Mr. President, we owe it to these people, who are 
seeking the opportunity to become citizens, to give them an equal 
chance with other human beings. With my knowledge of the Indian 
character it would not be best to adopt this amendment, aud there- 
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fore I shall oppose the amendment as proposed by the Senator from 
Alabama, and hope it may be defeated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questionis on the amendment of 
the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. MORGAN, ] to strike out the ninth sec- 
tion of the bill, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 10, nays 
40 ; as follows: 


Bayard 
Call, 
Cockrel! 


Eaton 
Morgan, 
Plumb, 


W. Va., Randolph, 
Rollins 
Saunders 
Slater 
Teller 
Walker 
Wallace 
Whyte, 
Williams, 


Windom. 


Johnston 

Jonas 

Tones of Florida, 
Tones of Nevada, 
Kernan 
Kirkwood, 
Logan, 

Mc Millan, 
Morrill, 
Pendleton, 

ABSENT—*t 

Bailey is of Illinois Kellogg 

Slaine arley, Lamar, 
Brown Fert McDonald, 
Bruce Grover, McPherson, 
Cameron of Pa., Hamlin, Maxey 
Carpenter Hill of Georgia Paddock 


. Pan I 
Conkling, Hoar Platt, 


Allison Dav 
Anthony Dawes 
Baldwin, Edmunds 

Beck Garland 

Blau Groome, 

Booth Han pton, 
Burnside Harms 

Butler Hereford, 
Cameronc Wis Hill of Colorado, 


Coke Ingalls 


18 OF 


Ransom 
Sharon 
Thurman, 
Voorhe ¢s, 
Withers. 


Se the amendment was rejected, 
Mr. PLUMB. L[otier an amendment to section 9, on which the vote 


has just been taken, which I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 
It is proposed to add at the end of section 9: 


The Culer CLERK. 

P That the President may, in his discretion, make allotment of land in 
severalty, as hereinbefore provided, to any one or more Indian members of a tribe 
or band, upon the request of such Indian o7 Indians, irrespective of the action of 
such tribe or band; and when allotment of land shall be made to any Indian the 
head of a family, allotment shall be made to the members of such family, as here- 
inbefore provided, in case where division is made among the members of an entire 
band. Such allotment of lands shall dissolve the tribal relation of such 
Indian or Indians, but shall not impair their proper proportionate right to the 
lands, funds, or other property of such tribe remaining undisturbed; which said 
proportion shall be paid them on the final distribution of the funds and pin ede 
Paid tribe, except as to annuities in money or in kind, which shall be paid as though 
the tribal relation had not been dissolved. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, Ishould be glad to have the attention 
of the members of the committee who have charge of the bill to this 
amendment. We have voted now, in substance, that the only cases in 
which lands shall be taken in severalty shall be those where the tribe 
as a tribe acts upon the question, and that only in cases where two- 
thirds of the inembers of the tribe consent the President shall proceed 
to allot landsin severalty to the members of such tribe. I think that 
will prove ineffective and will not accomplish fully the intention 
which the committee have in pressing the passage of this bill, and 
for several reasons. 

In the first place, I think there may be tribes in which two-thirds 
of the members are competent to take care of themselves and who 
might desire, or at least who might be induced, to vote that they do 
desire to dissolve the tribal relation and take their lands in sever- 
alty, while the other third of the tribe would be totally unfitted for 
separate and individual action, persons to whom the tribal relation 
isa protection. The bill provides that where it becomes operative 
on 2 tribe the members shall take the benefit of the act within five 
years after the allotments have been made upon a particular reserva- 
tion. [I have no doubt that if that should be applied to mem- 
bers of tribes who have not consented to the change many of them 
would not claim these allotments at all; they would neglect to take 
advantage of the provisions of the bill, and would therefore cut 
themselves off from its benefit entirely and would become vagabonds 
and paupers, whom the Government would be under obligation to 
support. And in fact as to most of this class the result would be the 
same even if they should claim the allotment of land to which they 
were entitled. Giving up the tribal relation under compulsion, and 
being wholly untitted for the independent individual relation they 
had been compelled to assume, the result could not be otherwise 
than disastrous. 

Another class of cases would be that of tribes where two-thirds of 
the members acting under the control of the chiefs, or for purposes 
of their own, connected with the tribal organization, would refuse to 
accept of the provisions of the bill. It is worth while to be a chief 
ofatribe. The position carries with it many benefits and advantages. 
The intluence of the chiefs over the other members is frequently very 
potential, and there would be many cases in which the two-thirds in- 
fluenced by the chiefs would decline to avail themselves of the pro- 
visions of the bill and would retain their tribel relation and all their 
land. That would operate to deny the benefits of the bill to such in- 
dividual Indians—members of the tribe, but less than two-thirds of 
the whole—as might desire to take advantage of it, and would pre- 
vent the breaking up of the tribal relation, which is not only desira- 
ble, but which this bill is specially designed to effect, and would operate 
to retain in the hands of the tribe the large bodies of land now held 
by them. 

It is useless to talk about reversing now the policy which this Gov- 


tribe or 


ernment has heretofore observed in regard to Indian resery 
From the time when the white people landed upon the North Am 

can Continent down to the present time, whenever an Indian oa 
vation has stood in the way of white settlement or progress of al 
kind, or in the way even of the greed of the white man, the lin 
and his title to the land have been obliged to give way; and we are not 
going to change that now. On the contrary, the case is aggrayat - 
The area of Government land is gradually but rapidly diminishing 


at ions, 


y 
Indian 


The time is coming, and within a very few years, when the ( 
ment will have no land to give to the people who desire 
overcrowded East. These people will not be satisfied to remain land 
sless while the Indians are holding large areas which they do not onl. 
tivate and which they do not need. They will conspire, as they ] 
ways have done, to deprive the Indian of his possessions, and ther 
will not conspire in vain. The ery for lands on the part of the land. 
less will be potent as always heretofore, and by the agency of treatic 
extorted from the Indian, or by forcible occupancy, ultimately ¢ 
sanctioned by Congress, the coveted land will be acquired, ~ 

The right of the tribes in the Indian Territory to their reseryat 
has been sanctioned by legislation cov@ring a long period of yeas 
and yet we have had the spectacle during the last year of a conibing. 
tion of white people gathering along the northern border of ths; 
territory, and only prevented from going in and taking possessio 
the land by the presence of United States troops. Settlers cay 
be kept out of the Indian Territory long by processes of that k 
They never have been kept out for any considerable length of tiny 
and they will not be kept out now. Whenever we set up a barri 
to the exercise of the right, of the privilege, of the individual Indi, 
or any considerable number of the Indians, to land in severalty an 
endeavor to keep these reservations intact, we only make a barrier 
which when it comes to be broken down will be broken down wholly 
and entirely by reason of the accumulation of men and of interests 
which demand it, and which become stronger than even Congress an 
the Executive. 

This is going to be more so hereafter than it has been heretofore, 
for the reason, as I said, that the area of public lands has been ver 
much diminished. Within twenty years there will not be an acre oj 
corn Jand on the American continent that will not be worth $50, Thy 
people who come from the States of the East, from the places wher 
population is beginning to crowd production, will more and mor 
need the surplus lands, and will be less liable to be controlled than 
heretofore, and the Government can only meet the inevitable by 
taking steps in advance which shall gradually, and in accordance 
with law and in accordance with justice and the rights of the In- 
dians, release their hold upon these large bodies of land which they 
cannot use. 

The action proposed by the amendment which I have submitted is 
in accordance with precedents that have been established, under 
which the Government has operated with reference to many tribes of 
Indians. I find in the act of Congress concerning the Miami Indians 
of March 3, 1873, in section 3, that the Government in that case pro- 
vided that certain Indians who should so desire might become citizens 
of the United States, and on presenting a certificate of the court be- 
fore whom they had been naturalized, the Secretary of the Interior 
should proceed to allot to them lands in severalty, which they should 
hold in fee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the page? 

Mr. PLUMB. It is volume 17, page 631, of the statutes. 

Mr. ALLISON. I donot want to disturb the Senator from Kansas 
but I should be glad to have him tell the Senate what the effect oi 
that law has been in the State of Kansas. I believe the Miamies, 4 
portion of them at least, are inhabitants of the State of Kansas. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will proceed to state before I get through what 
the effect of that has been. The concluding portion of the section is 
as follows: 

On the presentation of said certificate— 

That is, the certificate of naturalization— 


to the Secretary of the Interior, with satisfactory proof of identity, he may, at the 
request of such person or persons, cause the lands severally held by them and ther 
minor children to be conveyed to them by patent in fee-simple, without the power 
of alienation, and may, at_his discretion, cause to be paid to them, from time to 
time, their proportion of all the moneys and effects of said tribe held for them by 
the United States, or which may be received as the net proceeds of the sale of 
lands under the provisions of this act; after which said Indians and their minor 
children shall cease to be members of any tribe; but the lands so patented to them 
shall not be subject to levy, taxation, or sale during the natural lives of said! 
dians or of their minor children. 

Under the provisions of that act between fifty and sixty members 
of the Miami tribe of Indians took land in severalty. I have recentiy 
made inquiry from several sources in regard to the fate which over 
took those Indians. They are living in the State of Kansas to-day 
in independence, that is to say, independent of the Government, 
ceiving no annuity at all, not living upon charity, but taking care 
of themselves, earning a livelihood which is satisfactory to them 4 
least, and which is no imposition to their neighbors. I may 5 
further that as to some of them they have prospered ; they are doing 
well. None of them are conspicuous for their poverty or for 7 
incapacity or for their lack of thrift. The remaining portion — 
tribe went to the Indian Territory and took land in common. . 
themselves, largely moved by the conduct and example of their bre , 
ren who remained in Kansas, have now come here and are petitioning 
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.»eress that they too may have their lands alloted in severalty. 
vee ‘speriment in that case worked well. 
— ‘stl Congress, in dealing with the Osage tribe of Indians and 
aa ling for the sale of their reservation in the State of Kansas, 
providing ‘ 
ena ted : : 3 ‘ 
“@hat each half-breed or mixed-blood of the Osages, being twenty-one years of 
ee he id of a family, shall, under such rales and regulations and on such 
I ne all be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, be entitled to enter, 
ars within the diminished reservation of the Osage Indians in Kansas, 
ro can in compact form and by legal subdivisions, not exceeding one hun- 
tract ©. gixty acres, upon which such half-breed or mixed-blood has heretofore 
ed wy settled and abe improvements: Provided, however, That such half-breed 
mln ‘od so entering such land shall thereby forfeit all claim to lands within 
on Territory Which have been or shall be purchased out of the proceeds of 
the land of the Osages, in the State of Kansas. 


‘ongress, also, by a treaty with the Delaware Indians, made the 
dav of May, 1854, in the eleventh article of that treaty, stipu- 










if hat - 
ee «time hereafter, when the Delawares desire it, and at their request and 
ahean the President may cause the country reserved for their permanent home 
veyed in the game manner as the ceded country is surveyed, and may 
“portion to each person or family as shall be designated by the princi- 
n of the tribe. 
the treaty of 1860 the Delawares represented to the Government 
theil desire that the eleventh article of the treaty of 1°54 might be 
qrried out. It was carried out, and there was assigned to such of 
-he Delaware Indians as desired it lands in severalty in the State of 
‘onaas, Which they continue to occupy and own to-day. The remain- 
ne portion of the tribe ultimately went to the Indian Territory, some 
10 of three hundred in number, and are now living there as other 
tribes of Indians in that Territory, holding their lands in common. 
There are to-day, as I am told, some fifty or seventy-five or perhaps 
‘nore members of the Osage tribe of Indians who desire to have land 
set apart to them in severalty, and who desire that the Government 
may jin addition to that give them their share, or a portion at least of 
their share, of the funds due to the tribe now held in the Treasury of 
the United States. They believe they are competent to take care of 
themselves, It is not a tribal ambition but it is an individual ambi- 














now through legislation specially adapted to the present condition of 
things and adapted to the speedy accomplishment of practical re- 
sults, and which will give them some chance and some opportunity 
under the new order of things, or else we have got to submit the 
whole questiou to the bloody arbitrament of a frontier war which 
will result inevitably in the extermination of the Indian race. There 
is no middle ground, and we cannot experiment much longer. 

It was said in the debate yesterday that there are as many Indians 


| to-day on this continent as there were in 1620. While I respectfully 


| 


tion, Itis that individuality which, I take it, it is the purpose of | 
this bill to encourage, and it is that ambition which alone can ever | 
ake those Indians out of their dependent condition. There can never | 


esucha thing as a tribal ambition to take land in severalty ; it must 
e the ambition of the individual Indian, the same as it is the am- 
ition of any white man to have his own estate to himself. If we 
set up, then, fifty or sixty or any other considerable number of a tribe 
f Indians for themselves, if our theory about this is correct, and we 
ust try in order to find out, then we have got so many lumps of 
eaven to leaven the remaining portion of the tribe ; we have got so 
many examples, not on the part of white men whom they might re- 
as hostile, not on the part of white men to whom different con- 
litions attach, but on the part of members of the tribe, persons re- 








ated to the remaining members of the tribe, bound to them by ties | 


of blood, by common interest to a large degree. We have got the 


example of these men, I say, to bear upon the remaining members of | 
he tribe and ena®le them not only to see how the thing works, but | 


to inspire in them an ambition to be themselves set apart in due time 
ipon their own land, and to have a chance to work out their salva- 
tion in their own way. 


| 


i think myself that if the bill is to be passed as it came from the | 


ommittee, without some amendment such as I have proposed, it will 
result in destroying some tribe entirely without any corresponding 
henetit to the members of the tribe. I think there are many tribes 
that under the operation of this bill never will take land in severalty, 
ind we shall have, year by year, to witness the crowding of the tide 
{emigration upon the boundaries of their reservations, and we shall 


beg leave to differ from that statement, at the same time for the sake 
of what I have to say I am perfectly willing to admit it. Yet there 
are but a few hundred left of the tribes that once inhabited the New 
England States. There is not more than that number left of all that 
once inhabited New York, and Pennsylvania, and Ohio, and Indiana. 
Everywhere where the white race and the Indian race have come in 
close contact the Indian has not only given way but he has disappeared 
from off the face of the earth. As Dr. Holmes said, the race is “ pro- 
visional” merely. Tho Delawares, the Shawnees, the Miamis, once 
powerful tribes in the center of the continent, do not now namber one 
thousand all told; and a similar fate has everywhere overtaken the 
Indian where he has been pressed by the white man. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He has disappeared by destruction, instead of by 
absorption, too. 

Mr. PLUMB. As the Senator from Vermont well says, he has dis- 
appeared by destruction and not by absorption. Absorption is prac- 
tically impossible. An Indian will maintain his essential character- 
istics as such as long as he lives; he will never be absorbed into the 
white race to any considerable extent. It is impossible that he should 
ever be a factor in any civilization, in any progress, or in any future 
of this country; but still the obligation of humanity remains, the 
obligation of law remains, and I would be the last one to advocate 
the violation of either obligation here or elsewhere. I want to keep 
all obligations. I know they cannot be kept by building up a Chi 
nese wall around a reservation and seeking to stay that tide which 
has swollen year by year, and which is a hundred-fold more resistless 
than the tide which swept the Indians out of the States east of the 
Mississippi. 

It is not a question any longer as to what we would like to do, but 
ié is a question as to what we can do. . I may say that while I am 
willing for the time being that the five civilized tribes shall remain 
in the Indian Territory under the sanction of the treaties which they 
ostentatiously bring to our attention every session of Congress—1 
will say for their benefit that they are simply postponing the time, 
and that that postponement will not be very long, when they too 
will have to submit to the fate which has overtaken all other tribes 
of Indians. They had better take warning from the history of the 
Indian upon this continent. They had better take warning from the 
inevitable, and set their houses in order and say, ‘‘ We will look for- 
ward to the time in a not far distant future when we too will be will- 
ing to take land in severalty; when we will be willing to sell the 
remainder of our lands, the lands we cannot use ourselves, to white 
men who will occupy them, taking the profit to ourselves, and accom- 
modating ourselves to the customs and the laws of the white people 
and taking up our burden in the race of life along with them and of 
them.” 

There is nothing harsh about this at all. The Indians generally 
upon this continent to-day, if they get the full benefit of the lands 
they have, will be amply supplied with all that is necessary for life ; 
they will not lack for food; they will not lack for clothing. They 


| have large estates, and while I do not believe that they will make 


be constantly appealed to to interpose by the strong arm of the mili- | 


tary power of the Government to prevent the trespasses which we 
‘bow are inevitable, and which we know in the long run we have not 
the power to prevent. 

lt these Indians then are to be provided for; if they are to accom- 
nodate themselves to the new condition of things; if they are to 
vecome self-supporting ; if they are to cease to be an impediment in 
‘he march of emigration and of progress, it must be because the in- 
‘tinct of individuality, of self-interest, shall have full sway upon the 
members of the tribes, and they shall thereby be encouraged and 
cetermined to eut loose from the tribal organization each one for 
cumself, and, on account of the interests that appeal to him personally, 
“Se a position independent of the tribe. Unless we do have some 
Suc’ provision as this we shall not be able to enforce this law either 
with Justice to the Indian, or with justice to the people or to the 
sovernment, 
a, cannot dodge this question. This bill has been spoken of as 
‘perimental, as all other legislation concerning the Indians has been 
“xperimental, but we have got to the point that the experiment is 


| 


wise use of the lands to any considerable extent that we shall leave 
to them, still some will be advantaged, all will be given a chance, 
and the question as to whether any considerable number of them will 
ever become self-supporting will be finally settled. If we force this 
bill upon them—if we crowd them ont of the tribal relation one re- 
sult will be crime and pauperism which the adjacent communities 
will have to bear the burden of. But if we give them a chance as 
individuals to set up for themselves, what with their own exertions 
and the proceeds of their lands, which will be sold, they will have 
means enough, properly applied, to take care of them, so that the 
Government will not be under the reproach of having crowded them 
into acondition of pauperism. 

I wanted to have the bill amended so that the lands that we are 
giving so generously to these people might be made use of; if the 
Indian would not do it that somebody else might, but the Senate 
thought otherwise. Ifthe bill should pass in the shape in which it 
now is, I fear that in the effort to carry it out some zealous President 
or Secretary of the Interior will perhaps lend himself to practices 
such as heretofore have been applied to obtain treaties with the 
Indians and thus compel them to adopt the provisions of this law 


| long before they are prepared for it. But if my amendment should 


TO] ft } = Yr . . | 
suing to either kill or cure. We cannot deal with the Indians any 


ticalls ce ar dealt with them heretofore, with a wide and — 
rowded ‘We hi public domain, into which they can constantly be 
against the a 1ave driven them to the shore, we have driven them 
etrated thei ase of the mountain, we have surrounded them and pen- 
¢: Heir reservations with our railroads and with our currents 
wanes and the problem is not as it was forty years ago or 

~ 5 0 Was ten years ago. We have either got to deal with them 


be adopted, and if there can be set up in every tribe one or two or 
fifty or one hundred Indians who will exhibit their capacity to take 
care of themselves to the remainder of the tribe, and the benefit to be 
derived from taking land in severalty and having all their affairs 
separated from those of their fellows, I think the problem will at 


| least have taken a start toward a settlement and a fair settlement 


both to the Indian and to the Government. I think we shall have 
begun that which can be said to be the beginning of the end, and 


| that in a few years we shall realize that gradually under the opera- 
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tions of natural causes, by the operation of the ambition of the in- 
dividual Indian, weshall have inaugurated a policy andasystem which 
will soon take the Indian question out of administration and from leg- 
islation, and that system is what I desire. Aboveall people on thiscon- 
tinent, the people now in the West, for themselves and for those who 
are to come after them, desire a practical settlement of this question. 
They have got to bear the burden of this contest. They have got to 
live in the midst of communities of which the Indians form a consid- 
erable part. They have got to have the disadvantage of the pauper- 
ism and crime, and the association with a degraded and inferior race. 
They want it settled in a humane way, but also in a practical way. 
They bear the burdens and theirinterests should be consulted. Give 
the Indian his title in fee to the land he can use, evidenced by 2 pat- 
ent, and there will be no further agitation about Indian lands. 
He will be as safe in possession and in title as his white neighbor. 
There will be an end to all this talk about the covetousness of the 
frontiersmen for the land of the Indians. Leteach Indian choose for 
himself whether he will throw off the tribal relation, and the tribes 
will begin to disintegrate, and the example of those who first break 
off will gradually and beneficially affect the remainder of the tribe. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, I shall occupy but a very few min- 
utes. I have made up my mind that it is wise to vote for this bill to 
divide the land of the Indian reservations in severalty among the 
Indians, and extend over them the protection of the laws of the States 
and Territories in which they reside. I understand that the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, who has had the Indians in charge in his Depart- 
ment for nearly four years, favors this bill; our Committee on In- 
dian Affairs have matured it and are in favor of passingit. It seems 
to me that we can wisely pass it and make this experiment. 

Surely the condition of the Indians at present is not such as any 


Mr. President, it was stated here that the Miamies and the Peorj 
In 1854, when thi. 


were exceedingly anxious for land in severalty. 1 thi 
craze—for it was a craze then and it is now—had taken possession .. 
the people, when it was supposed that this was all that was noo: 
to settle the Indian question, the Miamies made a treaty with * 
Government by which they were to take land in severalty, two hn, 
dred acres each, reserving to the tribe 70,000 acres to be held in con, 
mon. They took their land in severalty; they disposed of it to site 
people, and would have been paupers to-day but for the fact that the 
had reserved 70,000 acres in common. In 1873 we made a treaty wi: 
them again, and we, then profiting by our experience of 1854. yp», 
vided that forever the land should be inalienable, and the Miatnies 
to-day cannot part with their title with the consent of anybody . 
with the approval of anybody. In 1854 their treaty provided jh»: 
with the consent of the President they might sell their lands. A. | 
say, they took their lands, they then parted with the title, under rules 
made by the President of the United States, to the white people of 
that neighborhood, and those who did not accept land in severalty jy 
Kansas, in 1573, or subsequently, went to the Indian Territory 2, 
took land incommon. lt may be that these men who were mac; 
paupers by that act are crying for land in severalty now, but I dou}; 
it very much, and it will take a good deal more than the evidence o: 
some agent to make me believe it. . 
In Canada—and [allude to that because it has been referred to on, 
or twice—the government made a special effort to get the Indian, 
take land in severalty, and it is admitted by those who have give; 
attention to it that the Indians in Canada, with few exceptions, ay 
the most civilized Indians in the world. The highest state of Indiq; 
civilization anywhere on this continent isin Canada. The Indians 


there can hardly be distinguished from white men; in fact they an 
superior in many ways to the people who first settled that countr 
and to many of the people who claim to be white people and who liy, 
in that country ; and yet they studiously and sturdily resist all efforts 
to make them take land in severalty, and that, too, when it is give 
them on condition that when they become citizens under the law the 
shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of citizenship. 1\, 
land-in-severalty business can find no earthly defense by a reference 
to Canadian history, and anybody who claims it has not read tha 


\ 


good man would desire. Their condition could hardly be worse than 
it is, and if we can do anything to induce even one of these tribes to 
take their lands in severalty as an experiment, and if, by fairly pro- 
tecting them by the laws, we shall enable them and they shall be dis- 
posed, as I believe some of them certainly would be, to make homes 
for themselves and engage in cultivating the land and in raising stock, 
we shall have done that which I hope will have its effect upon other 
tribes, and we shall have them in a better condition as the experi- 
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ment shall proceed, and we can amend the law as we find it can be 
done wisely. I see no good reason why we should not try this experi- 
ment. 

I am told that for more than forty years there has been no contest, no 
outrage, no war between the Indian tribes in Canada and the gov- 
ernment of that country; and its policy has been to give the Indians 
lands to cultivate, to encourage them to make homes upon them, to 
extend the law to them and protect them from that which produces 
great evils to them and which brings war and great expense upon the 
Government of the United States. 

Mr. TELLER. I desire to ask the Senator from New York a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. KERNAN. Ido not think I shall be able to answer questions 
on this Indian matter. I only rose to say that I have listened to the 
discussion for more than ten days, and I can see no reason why we 
should not comply with the recommendation of our Secretary of the 
Interior, who has charge of the Indians generally, and of our com- 
mittee, who have looked into it, and simply say that we will give 
them lands in severalty, which they cannot alienate, which cannot be 
taken from them by judgment, and that we will protect them in their 
possession as long as they stay there, in the hope and faith that they 
will begin to build up a different society from that which exists where 
they roam over the plains and attack the whites at one time and are 
attacked by the whites at another. 

I merely rose to say that with this hope, and in the faith that this 
bill is in the right direction, we may be able by it to inaugurate anew 
era; that these Indians whom every man feels are in a wretched condi- 
tion for them and for us may be improved. Iam in favor of the bill 
and shall vote for it, believing that it is an experiment which we 
ought to try. 

Mr. TELLER. As the Senator from New York declined to yield to 
me while he was on the floor, I want to say to him now that he is 
very much mistaken when he says that the Indians in Canada have 
lands in severalty. 

Mr. KERNAN. I said they bad progressed there and cultivated 
the land, as I understand. 

Mr. TELLER. The honorable Senator certainly intended the Sen- 
ate so to understand. The same statement was substantially made 
hereon Saturday. There never was a greater mistake than that. Of 
course the Indians in Canada have got along much better than they 
have in the United States; but there are many reasons why they 
have. The tide of emigration has not swept in that direction; they 
have not been crowded; there is a great abundance of land in Can- 
ada, and cheap land, to be had; but above all things the reason why 
they have succeeded in Canada is that the government has put them 
upon a piece of und and then has recognized ii as theirs—not in 
their individual capacity, but in their tribal relation, and it has not 
been dealing with them every sixty dave as we have been doing with 
reference to theirlands. It has said to them, “ that is your home, cul- 
tivate your fields there ;” and they have cultivated them just as they 


have in the State of New York on the Indian reservations, where some 
of them have been cultivating land for the last one hundred years. 


history or does not propose that the Senate shall understand the facts 
It is so with some other cases which have been cited like the Miamies 
and it is said they are here pleading for land in severalty, when i: 
1873 they abandoned the opportunity to take land in severalty j: 
Kansas, and went to the Indian Territory and took land in common 

The honorable Senator from New York says he wants to give then 
a chance to make homes. Why, the best homes the Indians have o 
this continent are where they own the landin common, and, as was 
said by the gentleman from Alabama this morning, it is not only 
question as to Indians holding land in common, but it is a great eco 
nomic question to-day whether the true principle is not land in com 
mon instead of land in severalty. It is a very doubtful question 
whether the Anglo-Saxon idea of a partition of the face of the eart! 
has been of value to the world ; whether the true principle is not that 
@ man who wants to work a piece of land shall work it and he shal 
own just so much of his mother earth as he can make useful to hin- 
self. I believe myself that that is the true theory of land and land 
ownership, and I believe it would be better to-day if we could adopt 
some such principle as that, both for white men and for Indians. | 
do not believe that with land in severalty come all the blessings of 
home. Homes equally as valuable and as interesting can be made 
upon land where the title is in common, ee you secure to tlie 
possessor while he sees fit to occupy it all the rights he would have 
if he had a fee-simple title ; and when he is done with it, it will got 
his children, if they see fit to occupy it, and if he does not have any, 
it will go to some other person in the community who may desire to 
make 2 home upon it. I presume it is fair to say that a good portion 
of the face of the earth to-day is held in that way, and there are 4 
great many people inthis country and in Europe who are crying 10! 
jiand for the landless, because a few men have been enabled by asys- 
tem of legislation in accordance with this to appropriate vast regions 
of the land and to keep other people from it except as they pay tribute 
to them. And that will be the case with these Indians in time ; they 
will be without an acre of land. As it has been in the history of these 
allotments, so it will be in the fature. For twenty-five years, by this 
bill, they cannot sell the lands allotted to them. What is twenty-tive 
years? You are legislating not for to-day alone, but for the future 
In 1854 it was thought that these Indians would be civilized in twenty: 
five years. Twenty-five years have passed, and they are not civilizec 
yet, and they are not the owners of the land that we gave them! 
1354 and the years following. * I say now when you have given these 
Indians the land under this bill and with this present notion, fv 
years will see every Indian in the country with his land and with his 
patent, and thirty years from that time will see every Indian in the 
country, with rare exceptions, a vagabond on the face of the earth. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ALLISON in the chair.) The 


question is on the amendment of the Senator from Kansas, [M! 
PLUMB. } , cecil 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to strike out from the amendment the ‘ast 


clause or sentence, beginning with the word “such.” a 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The words proposed to be stricke! 
out by the Senator from Vermont wil! be rad. 








hief Clerk read as follows: 
ment of lands shall dissolve the tribal relation of such Indian or In- 
‘all not impair their proper proportionate right to the lands, funds, or 


The C 
Such allot 
bat sha 


pws erty of such tribe remaining undistributed, which said proportion shall 
other a m on the final distribution of the funds and property of said tribe, except 





Pe enities in money or in kind, which shall be paid as though the tribal rela- 


n had not been dissolved. 
ur, EDMUNDS. The thing that I wish to get atin the motion that 
make is to get rid of the part of the amendment which makes the 
ement to a single Indian against the consent of the tribe provided 
ear in the section by its two-thirds vote for it a dissolution of the 
ihe, Jam inclined to think that it might be wise to invest the Pres- 
me vith the power, in a tribe that would not as a tribe consent to 
ind take up allotments, to assign land to individual Indians 











preak up: 
that had : ; , 
. to take one hundred and sixty acres of land and own it them- 
hough their fellow-Indians were in common all around them. 
3 [ should be glad, I think, to vote for a proposition which would 
nthorize the President in ais discretion, to allow individual Indians 
) tribe that would not consent to break up and dissolve, and take 
Notments all together, the chance of taking their one hundred and 
2 arte acres and settling down upon it and ceasing to be members of 
+h ] 


wished 


; } 
selves ait 


ye, Therefore it is that I move to strike out this last clause 
hich declares that in the case of this allotment to separate and to in- 
1 vidual Indians the tribal relation shall be broken up. I wish that 
+ in order to leave it a provision that the President, in his discre- 
tion may allot, on the application of individual Indians in a tribe that 
‘< not yet willing to break up as a whole, lands in severalty. 
: The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rouurys in the chair.) The 
kb ison the amendment of the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. Ep- 
© wcxps)tothe amendment of the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLuMp. } 
‘, Mr. PLUMB. Iam not tenacious about that part in regard to the 
relation of the Indian to his tribe after he shall have taken land in 
© §6ceveralty. Of course, if the tribal relation is not dissolved by that 
or by any other act, there is no necessity for that portion of the amend- 
nt which provides that the Indian shall have his proportion of 
es, and so forth, because he would have those any way. At 
gestion of amember of the committee I will modify my amend- 
* iment to correspond with the suggestion of the Senator from Vermont. 
The amendment of the Senator from 


tri 





uestion 






The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Kansas is modified. 
Mr. COKE. 
ho are around me to say that the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
- from Kansas, modified as suggested by the Senator from Ver- 
mont, is acceptable to the committee. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
= proposed by the Senator from Kansas as modified. 
% » Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read as it now stands. 
: s TheCner CLerK, At the end of section 9 it is proposed to add: 
Provided, That the President may, in his discretion, make allotments of land in 
ralty as hereinbefore provided to any one or more Indian members of a tribe 
band upon the request of such Indian or Indians, irrespective of the action of 
I h tribe or band; and when allotment of land shall be made to any Indian, the 
: : ul of a family, allotment shall be made to the members of such family, as here- 
' u gd ta d,in cases where division is made among the members of an entire 
) Or band, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. As it strikes me, I think that is perfectly right 
and it would be of benefit to the Indians and to the public interest 
f the whites, as it might provide for a gradual approach to civiliza- 
i tion one by one. At the same time the amendment as it now stands 
le may possibly require some further provision in respect of this new 
llotment under this proviso being subject to the other provisions of 
- the act about alienation and so on. 
i ‘lect now; Tam not sure about it; I only call the attention of the 
committee to it. Further in relation to the individual share that an 
* Indian who had thus separated himself from his tribe in respect of 
M possession, might have and ought to have in regard to annuities and 
other things that are due to the tribe, may require provision, so that 
n ie shall not lose whatever share he might still be entitled to in the 
property of the tribe beyond the value of the land that had thns been 
‘eparately assigned to him. I refer to that in order that the com- 
mittee ay consider whether provision ought not to be made in these 
‘espects if this amendment is adopted. 
; Mr. WILLIAMS. I merely want to suggest the difficulty in the 
is ray ot the whole matter. It is that, though the general policy is to 
“ve land in severalty to the Indians who are disposed to change from 
‘heir tribal character to an agricultural people, it will yet never do 
to give these Indians the right to dissolve their tribal relation and 
vit Set them up on farms of their own within the Indian reservation 
‘Hout the tribe consenting to it. No Indian will dare doit. What- 








s es might raise, the hunters of that tribe would steal from him, 
ve 4nd they would murder him probably. Iwould not object on general 


Principles if w * . ° . 
brineiples if you allowed him to select his land outside of the reser- 


vatior P hi a . ° ° . ° ° 
Gon of his tribe; but no Indian will dare to set up a farm within 


} ‘he reservation of his tril i i the ec f the tribe 
4 Mr, EDMUNDS, 8 tribe without the consent of the tribe. 


T SEC th y rj vA . . 

fr apo n will never be acted upon. I think that where Indians are 
tn -_ servation as a tribe, if some one of those Indians wishes to 

ust i ‘Ateverrisk there is and the President thinks the circumstances 

such that he ou 


ght to be allowed to do it, the laws of the United 





vot so far advanced in the ideas of civilization that they | 


I am authorized by several members of the committee | 


Well, Mr. President, if that be true, then this | 


Very likely it might have that | 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


eae a 


| and private rights. 





| must agree, is clearly void. 
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States are sufliciently powerful, execu he whole power of the 
United States in its executive department, to vindicate his posses- 
sion to his little one hundred and sixty acres where he raises his corn 


and other things and his cattle. And I should go for a provision with 


ted by t! 


pleasure, I think—I reserve the right to change my mind if on dis- 
cussion some insuperable objection should be made to it—which 
should make any Indian who violated that man’s personal rights i: 
respect of his separate farm the subject of the civil laws of the United 


States or of the State, as the case might be. Iam not now on th 
question which authority ought to vindicate it; and therefore if an 
Indian or Indians made a raid upon his farm and carried off his cat 
tle, instead of Indian fashion taking a tomahawk and getting revenge 
he should invite the marshal of the United States or the sheriff of 
the State of Kansas, if it were in Kansas, to resort to due process of 
law, by taking the Indians who committed that wrong against hin 
before a civil tribunal and punishing them 

I think that that would be a good coercion of Indians toward civ 
ilization. It would make them feel that they must respect persona 
If any Indian is willing to take his one hundred 
and sixty acres in severalty and be a pioneer in that stage of progress 
that they must come to, I am willing to give him leave to do so 

Mr. MORGAN. Let me remind the Senator that by this bill these 


| Indians, as soon as they get patents to their lands, are made subject 


to all the laws, civil and criminal, of the State or Territory in which 
they are found. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not know how that was; and in what I said 


I did not mean to go into the question as to which jurisdiction—as 
suming that we have the power to settle the jurisdiction—the India 
should be referred to; but my point was that if the Indian took his 
land in severalty although the tribe did not wish to break up, some 
law, either State or national, should vindicate his private rights. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] as modified. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, 1 move to reconsider the vote by which 


| on Saturday the Senate adopted the proviso offered by the Senator 


from Colorado [| Mr. TELLER] inserting in the sixth section, sixth line, 
after the word ‘“‘ residue,” the words: 

Provided, That no Indian shall be punished 
such allotment, was practicing the same in accordance 
of the tribe to which he belonged 

Mr. President, I think every lawyerin the Senate will agree on retlec- 
tion that that amendment, with the after vote which the Senate has 
just taken retaining the clause permitting two-thirds of the tribe to 
decide whether this law shall apply to them, ought not to be kept in 
the bill. Itis unworthy of the United States to hold out such a prom 
ise to Indians in this bill. The remainder of the bill reads, first, that 
two-thirds of any tribe may determine whether the tribe shall come 
under the operation of this bill as to several allotments, with the ex 
ception that has been made by the vote just taken. Then it provides 
that the Indians who avail themselves of these privileges and receive 
allotments shall be subject to the lawsof the State or Territory wher 
they dwell. Now, the provision that no Indian shall be punished for 
polygamy who at the time of such allotment was practicing the same 
in accordance with the usage and custom of his tribe, every lawye1 
Either the whole bill must be held to be 
void on the ground that that is illegal, or that provision must be held 
void as repugnant to the bill. It is not possible that we can pass a 
statute under which A may be indicted for polygamy, and B may 
practice polygamy next door and plead the statute of the United 
States in defense. I do not suppose any lawyer in the Senate would 
for a moment question the utter illegality of that provision. 

If that be true, what follows? It follows that you say to these 
Indian tribes when you ask for their two-thirds vote, or say to the 
individual Indian when he considers whether he will avail himself 
of the provision just adopted on motion of the Senator from Kansas 
“ You are to be entitled to retain your existing family ties unbroke 
to which you are religiously attached, to which you are bound in 
honor and bound by the ties of family affection to adhere ; the rights 
of these women as your wives, accrued under the polygamous system 
in which you and they were originally numbered, are to be secured ;’ 
and the moment the Indian with that promise in the bill accepts it 
the Indian tribe with that promise in the bill accepts it, the State law 
comes down upon him with an indictment, or his white neighbor who 
is scandalized by the neighborhood of such a family comes down on 
him with a complaint before a magistrate, and the promise of the 
United States is utterly nugatory and illegal and unconstitutional, 
and the courts say, “ this clause, being repugnant to the provision that 
you shall be subject to the laws of the State or Territory, is void.’ 

Iam quite sure that the honorable Senator from Texas, when he 
accepted this amendment, had no idea that it was to place in the bil 
a promise, and a promise on a matter of this importance to these 
Indians which would be a delusion and a snare. Of course I know 
that 

Mr. COKE. The Senator will excuse me for a moment. The 
amendment was read, and I asked the Senator from Colorado if it 
was intended—— 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will pardon me. I had in my mind in 
the next sentence I was about to utter that very point. The Senator 
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amendment was proposed, put this ques- 


nderstand that for lygamous practices in accordance with the laws and | 


stoms of the tribes occurring anterior to the date of the allotme there is no 
shment under this amer 
TeELLen. That is it 

COKE. With that unders 

Senator from Texa nder hat this was to cuard the 

F st any possib] roactive punishment for a previous 

yamons yr t 

xactly. 

But now turn to the amendment: 


be punished for polygamy— 


‘yr punished, as long as he lives, for polygan 
ment, was practicing the sam: 
f the tribe to which he belonged. 

different thing from what the Senator from Texas 
supposed when he put the question and heard the answer 
however opposed in principle every Senator may be to 
Ivgamy as an institution, no Senator would deny that 
Wn injust ce and an outrage to punish the head of an 
ly for polygamy or to compel him in middle life or in old 
nut AWAY Wol 1 who had lived with him to middle life and 
under the laws of the tribe to which he belonged; and if they 
i. no Senator certainly would think it fit to make a promise to the 
lian of impunity for such continuance in polygamy which promise 


illegal and delusive. 


gala 
;LAIR. I should like to call the Senator’s attention to the 


Mr. | 
angua ‘ ndment extending the laws of Kansas to por- 
tions of the Indian Territory. He will find it on page 1028 of the 

language only extends “the laws of the State of 
s regniating the descent, alienation, partition, and distribution 


but there is another clause in the 

in section 5, which the Senator will find is still retained in the 

riginal bill, that when this allotment is accepted by any Indian or 

» then such Indian or tribe shall be subject to all the laws, civil 

ninal, of the State or Territory where he dwells. 

r. TELLER. I introduced this amendment, but perhaps it is not 

as well worded as it might be. I introduced it for the purpose of 

protecting the Indians, and I think myself, on looking at it, it needs 

ilittle amendment. But there is a necessity for some such provision 

n this bill, unless you propose to get the Indians into trouble. I 

think that is the effect of the bill, although I will not say that is the 

ntention; but it will be bad enough with even that saving clause. 

A great number of these Indians have more than one wife, and the 
more enterprising they are the more wives they have. 

They regard the having of several wives as an evidence of their 
prowess and their power. So whenever an Indian is particularly 
snecessful, either in stealing ponies from the whites or the red men, 
or in hunting, he takes a wife, and then if he has a little better luck 
he takes another, and so you may say that the headmen in most of 
the tribes have more than one wife. This bill provides that the 
moment they accept this land in severalty they become amenable to 
the laws of the State or Territory wherein they reside. There is not 
a wild Indian living who understands that he iscommitting a crime 
by baving more than one wife. They do not think even when they 
say ‘now we will be subject to the laws of the white man” that they 
are going to make themselves amenable for that. And yet if they 
continue to practice polygamy they will be guilty under some section 
of the statute of every State, eitherof having more than one wife or 
of living in improper intercourse with a woman. It wasin the inter- 
est of the Indian that I offered the amendment. If we have not the 
power to do this at all, that is a very substantial objection against 
the bill in my judgment. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will pardon me. If he leaves out this 

lause the Indian knows or has the means of knowing when he 
aecepts the bill whether his wives can be saved or not. 

Mr. TELLER. Theoretically he will know it; practically he will 
not knew anything about it. Suppose that in the State of Colorado 
the Ute Indians are put upon their lands—they have acted very 
badly; the people are very much prejudiced against them—suppose 
that one of the leading Indians has three or four wives; there is the 
greatest temptation in the world for the people out there who do not 
want them there to have him indicted and compel those Indians to 

move, because putting them in jail, sending them to the peniten- 
tiary, and harassing them by suits would compel them probably to 
abandon that section and hunt up another somewhere in the wilds 
of the mountains. 

I helieve we have the power to keep this shield about the Indians; 
and if we see fit to withdraw it, it seems to me we may withdraw just 
as much of it as we choose, but if there can be any doubt about it—I 
think there cannot be—if I should add after the word “Indian” the 
words “not being a citizen of the State,” I think there could be no 
question but that the Government could doit. I do not offer the 
amendment to get the Indiansinto trouble. I offer it in perfect good 
faith to protect them in their rights, protect them in a system that 
to them Is not a crime. 


} 


Mr. HOAR. I understand that; 


_ | donme, goes to the substance of the provision, and whether t 
that understanding that the Senate 1n- | 


Mr. HOAR. Suppose the Indian be a citizen of Colorado, cay t} 
United States legally make this exception from the State law ? - 
Mr. TELLER. Of course they can, but if he is a citizen of Col 
orado, what is the use of that provision that he shall be amer ahi, 
to the Colorado law? That is already the law; he is already liable 
to be punished if he is a citizen of Colorado. If there is no obie. 
tion I ask leave to amend my amendment by inserting after the wor, 
“Indian ” the words “ not being a citizen of the State.” I think at 


| will cover it. 


Mr. HOAR. My difficulty, if the Senator from Colorado wil] » 


jection of the Senator’s amendment ought not to reject the othe 


| provision of the bill isa separate question. Iam inclined to thiy) 


it should, but the Senate thinks otherwise very clearly, as the dis. 
cussion has shown. But how a statute of the United States can mak 
any human being, whether citizen, or alien, or permanent residey: 
or sojourner, amenable to a State law and then say there shall } 
however, a certain defense to particular criminal law of that Sta 
in certain facts which we prescribe, is the insuperable difficulty, 
seems to me. ‘ 
Mr. TELLER. It seems to me perfectly clear that if we have ¢) 
right to say whether they shall be amenable to the law or not, ; 
may say to what law they shall be amenable, and when we say to a! 
the State laws with a certain exception, that is clear enough. N 


I think that the Indians who afterward marry more than one wi 


those who have more than one wife now should be subject to thos 

provisions. I have some doubt whether I ought not to amend it, and 

if there is no objection I will amend it, and then if the Senator t] 

it should be stricken out, be it so. 

Mr. HOAR. Let it be reconsidered first. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It can be done by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Massachusetts 
moves a reconsideration of the vote by which the amendment oft 
Senator from Colorado was agreed to on Saturday. The questio: 
on the motion to reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the ame: 
ment as originally offered. 

Mr. TELLER. Now I ask leave to add after the word “ India 
the words “‘not being a citizen of a State.” I suppose nobody \ 
object to my offering that. 

Mr. COKE. I suggest to the Senator from Colorado that the § 
ate has voted down an amendment declaring the Indians citizens 

Mr. TELLER. But they may be citizens by some otherlaw. \ 

I should like to have the amendment read as it will stand if amend 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That no Indian not being a citizen of a State shall be punished { 
polygamy who at the time of such allotment was practicing the same in accor 
ance with the usage or custom of the Indians in the tribe to which he belong: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendmen 
to the amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to inquire of the Senator from Colorad 
whether he regards the act as reported by the committee as con- 
ferring citizenship in the States on Indians on the allotment of the 
land. 

Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator put the question again? Idi 
not catch it. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to know whether he considers the act a 
reported by the committee and acted upon by the Senate as cor 
ferring upon an Indian citizenship in a State whenever he accepts 
patent for his land. 

Mr. TELLER. I did not so construe it. I thought that the cov- 
dition of the Indian was a very peculiar one; that he would neithe 
be a citizen of the State nor a member of the tribe. ; 

Mr. MORGAN. The amendment of the Senator refers to the fac’ 
of an Indian becoming a citizen of a State. 

Mr. TELLER. I did not know but that under some other statute 
he might be a citizen. There are some Indians in some sections that 
are citizens of the State by special statute, but I do not understan’ 
that this bill makes them so. SoI say that any Indian not being a 
citizen of the State, that is, a citizen by some other act and not }) 
this, shall not be punished, &c. 

Mr. HOAR. Let me add a word in further response to the ings 
of the Senator from Alabama. When the amendment which I moveé 
the other day to declare these Indians to have become citizens 
under discussion, the amendment being advocated on the ground ths 
it was unjust to subject these persons to all the laws civil and crit 
inal of the State without giving them in their turn the right to ava: 
themselves of all the rights of citizens of the State, that the preset 
bill made them defendants and not plaintiffs, the answer was mac 
by the Senator from Texas and the Senator from Missouri, ! think, 
that of course these Indians had all the rights that persons had 
that nobody would deny that they were persons, and as such = 
avail themselves of a recourse to the Federal tribunals. Since hs’ 
debate my attention has been called to the fact that the counsel 
the Department of the Interior in the case of Standing Bear aud - 
Snake, the application for habeas corpus before Judge Dundy, mat 
an argument five hours long ‘o establish the proposition that ts 
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ere not persons within the meaning of the United States 
-etitntion and laws, and were not entitled to make application for 
Const ¢ habeas corpus in the Federal courts. It is true that Judge 
~ Te overraled that argument and declared that they were entitled 
oe rit. Then the Indian agent in the document which was com- 
ws ar’ ' = this morning makes this recommendation, to which I call 
vttention of the honorable Senator from Missouri : 
ame respectfully recommend that they be detained as prisoners at Fort 
ontil the tribe has recovered from the demoralizing effects of the decision 
R athe made by the United States district courtin Nebraska in the case of Stand- 


Indians W 


mie 


a other words, the agent of the Department recommends to his 
.orior that a lot of Indians be held in perpetual custody until their 
8 re has recovered from the demoralizing effects of—what? Of a 
S by a judge of the United States district court that an 
. Then General Sherman goes on to say: 


tl 
statement > 
Indian Was a person . 

. yelease under writ of habeas corpus of the Poneas in Nebraska does not 
anv other than that specific case. 


' vy to al 
Mr ALLISON. Will not the Senator from Massachusetts state fur- 
él or that those Indians were released at Fort Reno ? 

Mr, HOAR. ‘They were. oat | 7 

Mr, ALLISON. And there I want to call his attention to the fact 
that the Interior Department disclaimed wholly the argument made 
hy counsel. ; 

“Mr. HOAR. Where and when ? 

Mr. ALLISON. They have disclaimed the argument made by the 
counsel and refused to entertain the idea of an appeal from Judge 
Dundy’s decision. I only want the whole fact to be stated. 

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps that is the whole fact, and perhaps it is not. 

Undoubtedly what the Senator from Iowa states is the fact as he 
pelieves; but my point is this: the Senate declined to add to a pro- 
vision that the Indian might be punished for crime after he had got 
his land in severalty ; you are endeavoring to stimulate him to prac- 
tice the virtues and the economies of civilized life; and the Senate 
declined to add to an enactment that he might be sued civilly and 
criminally ; that he might be indicted ; that he might be rendered 
subject to complaint by his white neighbor with or without cause: 
, provision that he might have the right on his part to defend him- 
self in the same way by suing his white neighbor, by making com- 
aint, by invoking the criminal and civil protection of the law for 
the property which you confer on him, on the ground that nobody 
could deny that an Indian was a person, and as such, had such rights 
already as to the laws of the United States. 
Now, it appears that the counsel of the Interior Department argued 
for five hours that he was not a person. It appears also that with- 
out any reproof whatever the agent of that Department recommends 
the imprisoning of other persons until the tribe shall recover from 
what he calls the demoralizing effect of such a decision of the district 
judge, and that the General of the Army distinctly informs all his 
subordinates by his letter addressed to General Sheridan, the officer 
commanding that military district, that this decision of the district 
judge must be understood to have no effect beyond liberating the 
individual Indian to whom it applied. The inference, therefore, is 
unmistakable and irresistible that General Sherman instructs Gen- 
eral Sheridan to proceed on the theory that in regard to every other 
Indian that law is denied. 

I am not quite sure that the Senator from Iowa is right in his under- 
standing that the Secretary of the Interior has disclaimed the action 
of the counsel whom he employed. Ido not tind such disclaimer in 
any public document or in any authentic form anywhere. What I 
do kaow is that the friends of the Indian or persons at whose insti- 
gation that writ of habeas corpus was sued out, and who desired to 
have the right established which the Senator from Missouri believed 
no man would be hardy enough to question, urged upon the Depart- 
ment that an appeal should be taken and that case carried to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in order that the highest legal 
tribunal in the country might settle this right once for all when the 
matter was so near the doors of that tribunal, and the Department 
of the Interior refused. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not wish to interfere with this debate, nor 
can Llay my hand at this moment upon the docnment or paper or 
statement of the Secretary of the Interior, but I think if the Senator 
trom Massachusetts will look at a recent book called “ A Century of 
Dishonor,” he will find in that book a published letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, in which he states in distinct terms that he did 
hot consent to the appeal of the case decided by Judge Dundy, be- 
“ause upon an examination of the argument of the counsel who argued 
the case before Judge Dundy he could not assent to the statement 
Stat oument made by the counsel who appeared for the United 
ri aft. HOAR. _Thope that the honorable Senator from Iowa will de- 
tive as much light from the remainder of that book as he has from 
the passage to which he refers; but whether he be or be not correct 
'n the statement which he now makes or in the original statement, 
seal agree with me is entirely immaterial. Certainly, if an able 
se ee learned enough in the law, of character and stand- 
the United St his profession to be employed by the Government of 
and if the G ates in 80 grave a case, maintained such a thesis as that ; 
see “eneral of the Army denies to an Indian the character of 

person even to the extent of denying that an Indian is so far a per- 
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son as to have the right which applies to every person 


have the cause of his illegal imprisonment inquired into by a 
: l 


and if a subordinate of the Interior Department, without reproof 
recommends to his superior officer to keep his prisoners stods 
until the demoralizing effect of such an assertion by a sing ve 
has passed by, my friend from Iowa will not claim that the right is 
sufliciently protected by the mere disclaimer of a Secretary of the 
Interior, whose term of office is now within five weeks of its ter 

tion, in a private letter or a public letter, or wherever else that dis 


claimer may be found. 

My point is, not to make an attack, not to make a criticism of th 
official conduct of anybody; but if my friend from Iowa will reea 
my original statement in which he interposed he will see that that 
is the case. My opinion is that it is an outrage on these Indians t 
pass this billin thisshape. I donot care how much value there may 
be in the general policy; I do not care how much thought may hav 
been given to the details of its provisions by the members of tle 
Indian Committee ; I de. not care how much they may be, as undoubt 
edly they are, my superiors, not only in general ability, but in specia 
knowledge of this particular subject. I know enough of huma 
right to be sure that it is not just to any class of men, and that no 
attempt to civilize any class of men can succeed which places them 
among their white neighbors the subjects of all the punishments and 
all the harassments for which law can be invoked by the rich against 
the poor and by the strong against the weak, and which denies them 
on their part the protection of the law when they seek to invoke it 
Does my friend from Iowa question this proposition? Has anybody 
questioned it? No man questions it. The only answer to it is that 
the Indian is protected in these rights by the fact that no man in this 
country will be hardy enough at least, whether he be a citizen or no 
citizen, to deny that he is a person. That is the answer; that is the 
only answer which has been made in this debate, and the only reason 
which has been assigned by the committee or any member of the 
Senate for refusing to adopt the amendment which I offered the othe: 
day, and now when I point out that the General of your armies, the 
head of the Department to which many men desire to give the cus 
tody of all these Indians, instructs his most illustrious living subor 
dinate, General Sheriden, that this doctrine is not trne, when the 
agent of the Indian Office dealing with one of these tribes demands 
their imprisonment until the demoralizing effect of this doctrine, 
which the Senator from Missouri says no man is hardy enough to 
deny, has passed by, I submit respectfully but confidently that this 
bill does not hold out to these Indians and that the general provisions 
of the law do not without question extend to these Indians 
tection they must have and which they specially need if th 
ment is to be successful in any degree. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, I move that the Senat 
adjourn. 

Several SENATORS. Let us have a vote. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I appeal to the Senator from Pennsylvania 
to allow an order to be entered, that this bill, with the amendments 
already adopted, be printed, so that we can see it to-morrow ? 

Mr. WALLACE. 1 yield for that purpose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And with the amendments printed in 
that we can see where they come in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont asks that 
the bill and amendments be printed for the use of the Senate. Is 
there objection ? The Chair hears none, and the order is made. 

The Senator from Colorado asks unanimous consent to modify the 
original amendment submitted by him. Is there objection ? 

Mr. HOAR. That leaves it pending 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That leaves it pending. 
hears no objection, and the amendment is thus modified. 
tion now recurs upon the amendment as modified. 

Mr. WALLACE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator from Pennsylvania to yield to 
me a moment; I will renew his motion if he wishes me to do so. 

Mr. WALLACE. I yield the floor to the Senator from Iowa to reply 
to the Senator from Massachusetts, and will then claim it to press my 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. TELLER. 
printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
printed. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I do not seek the floor to reply to 
the Senator from Massachusetts. I have not mingled in this debate 
and if I understand the amendment alluded to by the Senator from 
Massachusetts as offered by him, I was in favor of it; and if this bill 
as it stands to-day has the legal effect stated by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, I will stand with him and vote against it. It would 
be a manifest injustice to subject these Indians to the laws, criminal 
and civil, of the several States without allowing them to go into the 
courts and protect their rights of life, liberty, and property. I trust 
the Committee on Indian Affairs is not, and that no member of it is 
willing to impose upon the Senate such a bill as that. 

I interrupted the Senator from Massachusetts simply to call his 
attention to two statements which he had then made in connection 
with the particular fact to which he was alluding. I did net contro- 
vert his general propositions, and do not now do so; but in the state- 
ment he made he stated that the Indian agent had requested that the 
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Indians within the jurisdiction of the military authorities at Fort 
Reno should be held at Fort Reno until the demoralization of the 
tribe caused by Judge Dundy’s decision had ceased. I call his atten- 
tion to the fact that although the Indian agent did do that thing, the 
War Department and the Interior Department in concurrence lmme- 
diately released those Indians with two exceptions. 

I called his attention further to the fact that it was within my 
knowledge that the Secretary of the Interior disclaimed the argument 
made by the counsel for the United States at Omaha in Judge Duan- 
dy’s court, whereby it was argued that Indians were not persons 
within the meaning of the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

I thought these two statements ought to go hand in hand with the 
statement that the subordinates of the Indian Department had been 
guilty of this ; 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Iowa allow me to ask hima 
question, as he is more familiar with the history of this particular 
transaction than I ams Ido it not for the sake of imputing any- 
thing to anybody. I desire to have this Ponca business repaired if I 
can with referencs to the honor of the United States, and not to 
bring dishonor or discredit on any individual or officer. But I desire 
to ask the Senator, as he seems to be so familiar with the facts, 
whether it is not true that after this decision of Judge Dundy the 
persons who had contributed to obtain this legal opinion from the 
district court, and who were specially friendly to the Indians as 
they conceived, (though perhaps not really more so than other peo- 
ple,) were eager and endeavored to induce the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to have an appeal taken in order that the Supreme Court of the 
United States might settle that question? 

Mr. ALLISON. I believe that isa true statement of the case. The 
Interior Department did not prosecute an appeal because, as I under- 
stand, the decision of Judge Dundy was in accord with the views and 
sentiments of these very people. 

Mr. DAWES. But the Interior Department knew very well that 
that decision had no force except in the district where it was rendered, 
unless it was sanctioned by a judgment of the Supreme Court; and 
if the Interior Department did not approve of the argument against 
that decision in the district court, it was not concluded from present- 
ng any other reasons there might exist in the Supreme Court either 
way. 

Mr. ALLISON. But my friend from Massachusetts will remember 
now that I am not criticising this matter one way or the other. 

Mr. DAWES. What are you doing? 

Mr. ALLISON. Iam simply calling the attention of the Senator’s 
colleague to one statement which I thought ought to go with another 
statement he was making. So faras the Ponca question is concerned, 
I have some knowledge of it, and I have some opinions with reference 
to it, but I shall wait until the proper time to express my opinions on 
that subject. I will only say now in a general way, that the Ponca 
question has been a difficult question since 1874, in my judgment, 
and I believe the Interior Department has to the best of its ability, 
and with a desire to promote the true interests of the Ponca, dealt 
with that question. I may be mistaken, but that is my belief, and I 
will endeavor at some time to state more at length the reasons why 
I believe it. In the mean time I only wish to put on record the state- 
ment I have made in reference to the particular matters of which the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] was speaking. 

Mr. WALLACE. Now, I renew my motion to adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at four o’clock and twenty-five 
minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, January 31, 1851. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, D.D. 

rhe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. COX. I rise to ask unanimous consent 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has never allowed the call of States on 
Monday to be interrupted. He will recognize gentlemen for unani- 
mous consent after the call of States. 

Mr. COX. That will do. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, as required by the rules, will now call 
the States and Territories in alphabetical order for the presentation 
of bills and joint resolutions for printing and reference. Under this 
eall joint and concurrent resolutions and memorials of State and ter- 
ritorial Legislatures can be presented and appropriately referred ; and 
resolutions of inquiry directed to heads of the Executive Departments 
are in order for reference to the appropriate committees, which latter 
resolutions are to be reported to the House within one week. 

DAUPHIN ISLAND AND CEDAR POINT SHOAL. 

Mr. HERNDON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7037) to appropriate 
money for the survey of the shoal between Dauphin Island and Cedar 
Point; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
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MOBILE HARBOR. 


Mr. HERNDON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7038) to reimbur 
the county of Mobile, of the State of Alabama, for moneys expended 
by it in excavating the channel of the bay and harbor of Mobile a¢ 
cording to thesurveys of the United States engineer; which was read 

| a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
_ ordered to be printed. Siiecd 
JOHN MANTLE. 


Mr. PHELPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7039) for the relieg of 
John Mantle, of New Haven, Connecticut; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to 
printed. 


ADULTERATION OF FOOD AND DRUGS. 

Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7040) for the prevention 
of the adulteration of food and drugs; which was read a first and sec. 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

HOMESTEAD AND PRE-EMPTION SETTLERS. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7041) for 
the relief of certain homestead and pre-emption settlers upon Indian 
reservations in the States of Kansas and Nebraska; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

DEFICIENCIES IN SALARIES OF POSTMASTERS. 

Mr. HASKELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7042) to ascertain the 
deficiencies in the salaries of certain postmasters ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL C, SPROUSE. 
_ Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7043) granting an 
increase of pension to Samuel C. Sprouse, late private Company A, 
Ninety-seventh Illinois Volunteers ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 

Mr. RYAN, of Kansas, presented a memorial of the Kansas Legisla- 
ture, in relation to contagious diseases of domestic animals; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

GEORGE E. DODGE. 

Mr. LADD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7044) for the relief of George 
E. Dodge; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES A. PARKER. 


Mr. LADD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7045) granting a pen- 
sion to James A. Parker; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ALEXANDER W. ROWELL. 

Mr. LADD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7046) granting a pen- 
sion to Alexander W. Rowell; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SALOME SMITH. 

Mr. LADD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7047) granting a pen- 
sion to Salome Smith; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CHRISTINA TEMPLE. 

Mr. LADD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7048) granting a peu- 
sion to Christina Temple; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

UNITED STATES FIDELITY GUARANTEE COMPANY OF THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7049) to incorporate the 
United States Fidelity Guarantee Company of the District of Colam- 
bia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM D, WHITING. 

Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7050) for the relief of 
Captain William D. Whiting, United States Navy; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E, RYAN. 

Mr. MORSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7051) granting an 1- 
crease of pension to Mary E. Ryan, widow of George Parker Kya, 
deceased, late commander of the United States ship Huron ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF NAME OF VESSEL. 


Mr. STONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7052) to change the or 
of the schooner Saint Paul to A. J.Covell; which was read a first aD 


| second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 


be printed. 
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ISAAC CARTWRIGHT. 
ER (by request of Mr. ForD) introduced a bill (H. R. 


SAWY , ; 
. ES providing for the increase of pension of Isaac Cartwright, 


which was read a first and second time, re- 


¢ Union Star, Missouri: | 
red. Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


ral to the Committee on 
nted 


PRIZE-MONEY—FARRAGUT FLEET. 


Mr. BLAKE ! , 
nt of prize-money to the officers, seamen, and marines of the Far- 
cot eet, &C; Which was read a first and second time, referred to 
~ommittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN CATTLE. 

Mr. COVERT presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of the 
cate of New York, asking for congressional legislation relative to 
).. prevention of pleuro-pneumonia ; which was referred to the Com- 
rittee on Agriculture. 


AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR 1880. 

lr. COVERT also introduced a joint resolution (Hi. R. No. 373) rela- 

eto printing the Agricultural Report for the year 1880 ; which was 
-oad a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, 

d ordered to be printed. 

SECTION 4706, REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. PRESCOTT introduced a bill (H. R. No, 7055) to amend section 
i706 of the Revised Statutes of the United States ; which was read a 
erst and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
nd ordered to be printed. 

WRITS OF ERROR AND APPEALS. 


Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7056) to amend section 699 of 
che Revised Statutes, relating to writs of error and appeals; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

COMPENSATION OF RAILWAY MAIL AGENTS. 


Mr. DWIGHT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7057) to compensate per- 
sons engaged in the railway mail service for injuries received while 
n the discharge of their duties, and to pay their legal representatives 
n cases where death results from such injuries; which was read a 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Oflice 
and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
RAILWAY BRIDGE ACROSS NIAGARA RIVER. 


Mr. CROWLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7058) to authorize the 
onstruction and maintenance of a railway bridge across Niagara 
River: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

ttee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

DUTY ON CAUSTIC SODA. 
Mr. BLISS (by request) introduced a bill (H.R. No. 7059) to amend 
section 2504, title 33 of the Revised Statutes, in relation to the duty 
n caustic soda; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
GEORGF FUNK. 

Mr. BLISS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7060) for the relief of 
George Funk, late private Company M, First Regiment Artillery, 
nited States Army ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
‘o the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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JAMES E, KELSEY AND OTHERS. 


Mr. BLISS also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 374) refer- 
ig to the Court of Claims the claim of James E. Kelsey, John Lough- 
in, Theron Kelsey, and others against the United States for damages 
‘one to the schooner C. & C. Brooks; which was read a first and 
sec 7 referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 
i TRANSMISSION OF INTELLIGENCE BY TELEGRAPH. 
_ Mr. O'REILLY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7061) to amend section 
~), title 65 of the Revised Statutes, and to protect the transmission 
F ot intelligence by telegraph from the exactions of monopoly; which 
as Tead a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
/ucieiary, and ordered to be printed. 
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WESTERN CHEROKEES, 

\r , TA\TD : ° S . . 
x Mr. wAHCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7062) to refer the claim of 
» “| Nestern Cherokees” or “old settlers” to the United States 
j ‘curt of Claims for adjudication; which was read a first and second 


t _ referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
inted, 





REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF MINT. 


Mr TOWwwverw civ . ‘ ’ r 
oF 4 TOW NSEND, of Ohio, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
') 0 print 10,000 copies of the annual report of the Director of the 

lor the year ended June 30, 1880; which was read a first and 


“int 
mn referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered to 
* printed, 


M. M. HERR. 


ISLEY introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 376) to pay 
_ ir ee services during the third session of the Forty-sixth 
8s; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
ttee on Accounts, an 


d ordered to be printed. 
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LAND WARRANTS TO SOLDIERS, ETC, 
| Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7063) granting 
| land warrants to soldiers and sailors and their widows and orphans ; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT M. ROGERS, 


Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7064) for the 
relief of Robert M. Rogers, first lieutenant Second United States 
Artillery ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


RICHARD C. RIDGWAY AND OTHERS. 


Mr. HARMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7065) for the relief of 
Richard C. Ridgway and others; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 





JUDD & DETWEILER. 

Mr. HARMER (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7066) 
for the relief of Judd & Detweiler; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PAY OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 

Mr. BINGHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7067) to amend section 
4, act of February 21, 1879. to fix the pay of letter-carriers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. HOTHAM. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7068) for 
the relief of William H. Hotham; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

FRANK DONOHUGH. 

Mr. COFFROTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7069) granting an in- 
crease of pension to Frank Donohugh, Company A, Sixty-fifth Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SOPHIA GUMP. 


Mr. COFFROTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7070) granting a 
pension to Sophia Gump, mother of John A. Gump; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

RECORD FOR REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr. BALLOU introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 377) in rela- 
tion to furnishing the daily CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to representa- 
tives of foreign governments in Washington, District of Columbia; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. BALLOU. I move that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. WILSON. It is a matter of courtesy to representatives of for- 
eign governments in this city, and I think it should go to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. It relates to the printing and distribution of the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. WILSON. The printing of the Recorp is already provided 
for, and this is a proposition to extend a courtesy to representatives 
of foreign governments. 

The SPEAKER. It is a matter of indifference to the Chair where 
it should go. 

Mr. BALLOU. I have no choice in the matter; but I thought it 
proper that it should be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. If no other motion be made, it will be referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 

The resolution was accordingly referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing, and ordered to be printed. 

COST AND EXPENSES IN JUDICAL PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr. CULBERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7071) to provide for 

the adjustment of costs and expenses in certain judicial proceedings; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 





OUTSTANDING CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. TUCKER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7072) to 
declare the true intent and meaning of the act entitled “An act to 
provide for the settlement of all outstanding claims against the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” &c., approved June 16, 1860; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

TRANSFER OF UNITED STATES BONDS. 

Mr. TUCKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7073) to authorize a 
United States commissioner to take acknowledgments of the trans- 
fer of the bonds of the United States; which was read a first and 

| second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

REPORT COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION. 
!Mr. GOODE introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 27 
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‘ | 
for the printing and distribution of the report of the Commissioner | 
of Education for the year 1580; which was read a first and second | 
time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PUBLIC PRINTING FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. WILSON also introduced a joint resolution (H.R. No. 379) pro- | 
viding for a compilation of laws governing the public printing for | 
the use of members of the House of Representatives and Senators; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

CAPTAIN HENRY 

Mr. BRAGG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7074) for the relief of Cap- | 
tain Henry Erben, of the Navy; which was read a first and second | 
time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


ERBEN. 


RELIEF CERTAIN OFFICERS OF THE NAVY 

Mr. BRAGG also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 7075) for the relief of 
certain officers of the Navy ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

TERRITORIAL JUDICIARY. 

Mr. AINSLIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7076) to amend section | 
1864, chapter 1, title 23, Revised Statutes of the United States, relat- | 
ing to the territorial judiciary ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be 
printed. 


| 


ORDER BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The call of the States and Territories having 
now been concluded, the Chair will recognize gentlemen who were 
not in their seats when their States were called to introduce bills, 
&c., for reference. 


OF 


FLORA OF COLORADO. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
380) to provide for the printing of 5,000 copies of the Flora of Colo- 
rado; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

ZOOLOGY OF THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois, also introduced a joint resolution (IT. R. 
No. 381) to provide for the printing of 5,000 copies of the reports on 
zoology; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES OF WESTERN TERRITORIES. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois, also introduced a joint resolution (H.R. 

No. 382) to provide for the printing of 5,000 copies of the reports on 
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the agricultural resources of the Western Territories ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and 
ordered to be printed. 

FENNIMORE G. BENNETT. 

Mr. WILBER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7077) for the relief of 
Feunimore G. Bennett; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

EASTMAN’S DIGEST. 

Mr. LINDSEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7078) authorizing the 
purchase of Eastman’s Digest of the decisions of the Treasury Depart- 
ment and of the Supreme and circuit courts relating to the tariff, nav- 
igation, &c.; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

ELI H. HALE. 

Mr. MCGOWAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7079) for the relief of 
Eli H. Hale; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

RAILROAD BRIDGE OVER SAINT MARY’S RIVER, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. NEWBERRY introduced a joint resolution (H.R. No. 383) author- 
izing the Secretary of War to convene a board of oflicers to report in 
reference to a railroad bridge over the Saint Mary’s River in Michi- 
gan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

FOG-BELL, GRANAM SHOALS, MICHIGAN, 

Mr. NEWBERRY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7080) to estab- 
lish a fog-bell or fog-bell buoy on Graham Shoals, in the straits of 
Mackinaw and State of Michigan; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

OZRO MORTON, 

Mr. HUBBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7031) for the relief of 

Ozro Morton; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Jommittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
OSRO MORTON. 


Mr. HUBBELL also introduced a bill (I. R. No. 7082) for the re- 
lief of Osro Morton ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MISS ELIZA A. WHITE. 
Mr. WAIT introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 384) for the re- 
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lief of Miss Eliza A. White ; which was read a first and second ti 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to he printed 
ELECTION OF SENATORS. 

Mr. WEAVER introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 385) pr 
posing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States pr 
viding for the election of Senators by vote of the people : wt > 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM NICHOLS. 

Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7083) granting a ye 
sion to William Nichols ; which was read a first and second time ! 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to), 
printed. 


on the 


JAMES COOPER. 

Mr. HAWLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7034) granting 
pension to James Cooper; which was read a first and second tiny 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to \y 
printed. 

WILEY E. CARMAN. 

Mr. HOSTETLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7085) for the relies 
of Wiley E. Carman ; which was read a tirst and second time, referre) 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

LEWIS L, CANNADAY. 

Mr. NEW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7036) granting a pension to 
Lewis L. Cannaday ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. FROST (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7087 
reserve the public lands from sale and to distribute them among t\y 
people ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Cox 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

KINSEY C. CECIL. 

Mr. BUCKNER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 705s) 1 
confirm the title to certain lands in Platte County, Missouri, and t 
authorize patents to be issued therefor to Kinsey C. Cecil: whic) 


| Was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on the Py). 


lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. BUCKNER (by request) also introduced a bill (11. R. No. 70 
to amend section 5146 of the Revised Statutes in relation to director 
of national banks; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to | 
printed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 70) 
to increase the rate of pension of those who have lost one limb ani 
are permanently and totally disabled from manual labor in the othe: 
to $50 per month; which was read a first and second time, referre’ 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. ROBERTSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7091) providing tor 
the condemnation of land and materials for purposes of Mississipp 
Rivertimprovement ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Levees and Improvements of the Mississipp 
River, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN KAPPEL. 

Mr. CONGER (by request) introduced a bill (1H. R. No. 7092) for 
the relief of Janu Kappel; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to \ 
printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, announces 
the passage of a resolution accepting from the State of Vermont 4 
statue of the late Jacob Collamer, in which concurrence was It 
quested. 

REBECCA Hi. LYON, 

Mr. KNOTT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7093) for the relief ot Re- 
becca H. Lyon ; which was read a first and second time, referred | 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CAROLINE E,. FRENCH. 
Mr. MYERS introduced a bill (H. R.No. 7094) granting a pension © 
Caroline E. French ; which was read a first and second time, referre¢ 
. . . inte 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printee 
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 

Mr. CRAPO introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 336) for _, 
ing the report of the Life-Saving Service; which was read a first a 
second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordere( 
be printed. 

WAR DEPARTMENT BUILDING. 

Mr. DEUSTER submitted the following resolution ; which was re 

ferred to the Committee on Expenditures on Public Buildings: 


g py tate 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to submit to Congress 4 § 
ment of the amounts of money appropriated ter the construction of that portion of 
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nilding known as the State, War, and Navy Departments which is contem- 
D ope be used by the War Department, and which is in process of construction. 
yee ‘se the amount of money paid to draughtsmen, copyists, clerks, engineers, 
And a ‘and all kinds of employés on the work of construction, other than me- 
NoOdelie;rs, « 
Cie = wn nm + . . 
INTERNATIONAL RESTORATION OF SILVER. 
Mr. STEPHENS, from the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 

Measures, submitted the following report: 


the 


The Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, to whom w 
o4th instant, a resolution in the words following, to wit: od 
Rest wed, That the Secretary of State be requested to report to the House, if in 

his opinion it may be done consistently with the public interest, any information in 
hig possession touching the disposition of foreign governments or any of them 
-oward international action for the restoration of silver to full use as money, 

}. ve authorized me to report the same back to the House with the recommendation 
that it do pass. They deem the information asked for of great importance looking 
to the interest of our own country in the adoption of a right policy upon the ques- 


of the remonetization of silver and its restoration to its full debt-paying power. 
,or Ul . 


is referred on 


wor 
The resolution was adopted. : 
The SPEAKER. If there be any other committee having a resolu- 
tion of inquiry to report the Chair will be glad to recognize it at this 


ENCROACHMENTS OF WHITES ON INDIANS. 


Mr. DE LA MATYER. = Iask, by unanimous consent, to present the 
petition of 32,000 citizens of the United States, praying that such 
steps shall be taken as will prevent the encroachment of white settlers 
on Indian reservations, and that the treaties with the Indians be faith- 
fully executed. I ask that the memorial letter accompanying that 
vetition be printed in the RECORD. ae : 

There was no objection, and the petition and memorial letter were 
received, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 

The memorial letter is as follows: 

MEMORIAL LETTER ACCOMPANYING THE INDIAN PETITION OF 1831 
To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled 

The men and women of this nation herewith present their second petition to 
vour honorable body for the faithful fulfillment of treaties and other guarantees 
viven by our Government to the different tribes of Indians within our borders. 
Your petitioners do not suggest any political policy to be pursued, leaving such 
matters to wise statesmanship. They come with but one thought, conviction, 
prayer. The thought recognizes the moral obligation of nations, as of individuals, 
to keep compacts. The conviction is that recognized moral obligation should re- 
sult in the fulfillment of such obligation. The prayer is for snch fulfillment as 
being ever, we believe, the highest political wisdom, the truest national safety. 

An objection has been made by some to treaty-keeping with Indians, on the 
cround that the Indian tribes among us were never ‘‘ nations,” and that therefore 
so-called “ treaties’ with them were never real treaties. Your petitioners with 
deep feeling recall the fact that our Government has for a hundred years recog- 
nized these tribes as “ nations,"’ in its hundreds of compacts with them calling the 

tter “ treaties,” and has, by acts of Congress, bound itself faithfully to observe 
il such made in the past, though deciding to make no new treaties with Indians, 
Your petitioners therefore pray, for the sake of national honor, which demands 
honest dealing with all men, that the terms “ nation” and ‘treaty’ may be kept 
to the heart as they have hitherto been made and explained to the ear. 

Again, it has been urged that the law of eminent domain nullifies these treaties, 

and requires our Government to take legal jurisdiction of Indian lands; to divide 
the same in severalty, and to ae the remainder for white settlement. Your peti- 
tioners are deeply impressed that for any government to apply the law of eminent 
domain tothe property of others than its own citizens, is to necessitate, if there 
be resistance, a war of conquest, @ measure wholly opposed to the fundamental 
principles of this Government, and that Indians, with few exceptions, are not citi- 
zens of the United Staies, but are under their own legislative and executive author- 
ity, asin the Indian Territory, and this by the terms of our sales of territory to 
them, and of their tiiles to the same. : 
_ Your petitioners therefore present their memorial to your honorable body, feel- 
ing that the plea for treaty-keeping is a protest against any enactment of Con- 
gress which would extend legal jurisdiction over territory not under the control 
of this Government, and which would do this, as for example the Oklahoma Dill 
proposes, contrary to explicit treaty stipulations. 

Finally, your petitioners would éxpress the earnest conviction that the nation 
which has spent $500,000,000 on Indian wars growing out of the violation of 
treaties can best afford to make it to the interest of the Indian tribes among us 
voluntarily to become citizens of the United States, and not by the coercion of 
acts of our Congress. , . 

Our petition of last year was from fifteen States; that of the present year rep- 
resents every State of the Union and several of the Territories, and has many 
more than double the number of last year’s signatures. The work of circulating 
the petiton and accompanying pamphlets has been done by few persons, and 
chiefly by Christian women, already busy in benevolent work ; yet the roll con- 
— the names of people of all occu vations and in all ranks of society; of great 

jusiness firms and manufacturers; of distinguished men and officials; of judges, 
eovernors, and embassadors to foreign courts ; of authors and editors ; of the fac- 
ultes and students of not a few of our most noted collegiate and theological insti- 
oe and of literary and art associations. Besides all these, the roll includes 
oe of women’s mission boards, Christian associations, and other be- 
mes sels ern ion the names of pastors and bishops of the churches ; also the 
wh denen 1¢ indorsement of a rising vote from various church meetings of differ- 
uisiee? at of meetings held specially to consider the Indian question ; of 
neal ee - different towns and cities, and of various other lies. <All 
destara Ay ~~ er evidences reveal the fact that the moral sentiment of those 
mental faithfuloecs make and control public opinion already requires govern- 
oie: ulness to our Indian treaties. For this your petitioners most earn- 
stly and respectfully pray. 


aa 


MRS. A. 8. QUINTON, 
Secretary of Indian-Treaty-Keeping Committee. 
MRS. MARINE J. CHASE 
MISS MARY L. BONNEY, 
MRS. GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, 
MRS. A. 8. QUINTON, 
MISS FRANCES LEA, 
MRS. M. 8. SHEPPARD 
MRS. J. R. JONES, 
MRS. EDWARD D. COPE 

Philadelphia, 
Committee. 


PHILADELPHIA, January, 1881. 
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Mr. DE LA MATYR. I have a few remarks which I will not de- 
tain the House with at this time, but merely ask they be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DE LA MATYR. Mr. Speaker, if I were permitted to blot 
from our history a single dark chapter, I would not select that one 
which contains the record of African slavery, the responsibility of 
which rests not on the South alone but upon the whole nation, 
although no man deprecates that great crime against humanity more 
than I do. Neither would I choose that of the civil war, which 
was God’s just judgment for that crime, and which drenched our 
land in fraternal blood and left a heritage of hate that divides and 
weakens and endangers the nation that, judging from the heated 
debate on this tloor but yesterday, will not be permitted to subside 
for a generation yet. But, sir, I would blot out the shameful record 
of the contact of our civilization with the aborigines of the country ; 
I would extinguish the line of border warfare, black with nameless 
atrocities, which from the first settlement of the country has slowly 
moved westward until entangled amid the mazes of the mountains 
separating the great plains trom the Pacific, where it lingers like 
the storm-clouds of heaven in detached masses of blackness, ever 
and anon bursting forth in scenes of horror which startle and shock 
public sentiment, but which has been repeated until that sentiment 
has become hardened and severe. And, sir, if I could annihilate but 
one paragraph of that darkest chapter of our national life I would 
choose the recent treatment of the Ponca tribe, the aggravated atro- 
cities of which have awakened sensibility in the seared conscience of 
the nation. 

Sir, had the wise, humane, Christian policy inaugurated by the 
founder of the Commonwealth which you in part represent, and 
which made the name of William Penn “ as precious ointment poured 
forth,” been adopted and sustained by the National Government, this 
chapter which makes humanity blush had not been written. 

It is time, sir, to call a halt, and make our dealings with the rem- 
nants of once powerful tribes conform to our boasted ideas of right 
by granting the request of these petitions. 

STEAMSHIP DESSOUG. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move, Mr. Speaker, by unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table the joint resolution (S. R. No. 143) authorizing 
the inspection and issue of an American register to the Egyptian 
steamship Dessoug, and I will send to the Clerk’s desk to be read 
a letter which will fully explain the necessity for its immediate pas- 
sage. 

Mr. COFFROTH. Where is that joint resolution | 

The SPEAKER. On the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. COFFROTH. Then I must.object to it. 

Mr.REAGAN. Allow me to say this is the steamship which brought 
over, under Lieutenant Gorringe, the Egyptian obelisk, and there is 
a petition from merchants and ship-owners two yards long asking for 
its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The subject is not before the House, objection 
having been made. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BAILEY. I ask, Mr. Speaker, by unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 4874) in relation to the Utah and 
Northern Railway Company, and it be taken up for action at this 
time. 

Mr. REAGAN. Did anybody object to my joint resolution being 
taken up? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Corr- 
ROTH] made objection to it. 

Mr. COFFROTH. And I objected because I wish to go to the 
Speaker’s table to dispose of the business there in its order. 

Mr. FINLEY. I demand the regular order of business. 

Mr. FIELD. I rise to claim the floor on a question of the highest 
=— effecting the rights of certain members to their seats on this 
floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize this as interrupting the 
morning hour for the call of committees. 

Mr. BAILEY. I understand the gentleman withdraws his objec- 
tion to my proposition. 

The SPEAKER. Tho Chair will try to recognize the gentleman 
later in the day. 

Mr. COBB. I move to dispense with the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The only thing which can interrupt a contested- 
election case is the question of consideration. 

Mr. COBB. My desire is to proceed to the consideration of the 
District of Columbia appropriation bill. 

Mr. FIELD. This will only take a few minutes and there will be 
no discussion upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts that the consideration of these Iowa cases will not 
require any time beyond a statement to the House in the form of 
resolutions from the committee and that there will be no debate 
thereon. 

Mr. COBB. Ido not insist on my motion. 

Mr. COX. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. Did I understand 
the Chair to decide the other day on a question of privilege like this, 


a 
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concerning the right of a member to his seat, that the question of | Mr. FIELD. This case is in all essential particulars exactly like 
consideration could not be raised as to the apportionment hill ’ | the other, and I ask a vote upon it. : 
The SPEAKER. The Chair never decided that question. The| The resolution was agreed to. 
Chair did decide that he was bound to recognize a member from the Mr. FIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
Committee on Elections who rose to call up a case touching the right | was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
of a member to his seat on this floor, but never denied the right of | on the table. 
the House to test its sense whether it would proceed to the consider- | The latter motion was agreed to. 
ation of the case by raising the question of consideration. That was DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 
a matter, the Chair held, to be decided by the House itself. The 
Chair now recognizes the gentleman in his right to make the motion 
= proceed to the one eco canes. —_— the House. I report, by direction of the committee, a substitute for 
Mr. COX. Then I ask the Chair if the eee on eres area the resolution which was referred to the committee. 
between the motion of the gentleman from Massac usetts in re! = The SPEAKER. The substitute will be read. 
— to these election cases and the gentleman from Indiana is pend- The Clerk read as follows : 
} r 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from werentloed tig the House of Reprosentatioce, That its daily sessions hereafter for the 
: “ > : “— y- gress shall open at eleven o'clock a. m. 
Massachusetts because he rose to a question of the highest privilege. Wis wataiiads rr i 
The question of consideration being raised, if the House determines Me FRYE wo ‘Was agreed 60. sah . 
not to consider the election cases then the Chair will recognize the | _—'T. * i it ey - “ eee -~ pp eh SB hich the resolation 
gentleman from Indiana who moves to dispense with the morning we the’ tabi me and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
hour for the call of committees, to dispense with which requires a | ©” 1 ia De i aed 
two-thirds vote. The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. COX. I desire to say, then, that I will not antagonize the mo- GENERAL INDEX OF JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts or the bill which is pro-| Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a report from the 
posed to be considered by my friend from Indiana; but I give notice | Committee on Rules in reference to the general index of the Journals 
that to-morrow morning, with the consent of the House, I hope to | of Congress, and merely ask that it be printed in the usual form and 
bring up the apportionment bill as against all measures, and will ask | Jaid upon the tables of members, and also that it be printed in the 
its consideration at that time. ; RECORD. 
Mr. FRYE. Before proceeding to the consideration of these elec- There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. It is as 
tion cases, I desire to introduce a privileged report from the Commit- | follows: ; 


FS TO Sar aR OF 
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Mr. FRYE. I desire now, Mr. Speaker, to make a report from the 
Committee on Rules, in reference to the daily hour of assembling of 





tee on Rules. , : ; , The Committee on Rules, who were instructed by resolutions passed June 18. 
Mr. SPRINGER. And I wish to introduce some bills for reference, | 1978, to provide for the preparation of a general index of the Journals of Congress, 
as I happened to be absent when my State was called. submit the following report of the progress that has been made in the work : 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman after the | ,, The last report made by tho committee (H. R. Report No. 1776, second session, 
as - pl : - Forty-sixth Congress) submitted the complete index of the Journals of the firs; 
disposal of the prese nt cases. : ] ten Congresses. 
Does the Chair understand the gentleman from Indiana to raise the Since that report was made the indexer has completed the index of the Journals 
question of consideration ? of three more Congresses, which brings the work down to the year 1815. Thecom. 
Mr. COBB. I will withdraw the question of consideration, with mittee are gratified to report this rapid progress, for the reason that the character 


; : : : a eel . of the work and its importance are now so fully developed that its completion in 
the express understandmg that I be heard on this District appropria- | the pest possible manner and in the shortest possible time have become objects 


tion bill immediately after the disposition of the contested-election | that deserve earnest attention. 
cases. Although the publication of the index of the Journals of the first ten Congresses 
= eae stairs sani andwacesen fs y was only preliminary, and made chiefly for the purpose of subjecting the plan of the 
IOWA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. work os © test of practical use, the eee been much encouraged by the 
\ “TELD. W Ca » the Iowa contested-election case of | favorable comments on it that have been received from various sources. As an 
I IE _ I now call up the I P RERETOR-BISCUON CASS OE indication of the estimation in which the work is held, we quote the following, in 
Holmes vs.Sapp. s . . addition to communications referred to by us in previous reports : 
The SPEAKER. The resolutions reported from the Committee on “Tt will be of great use to the Library.” —Boston Public Library. 
Elections will be read. “It promises to be of very great value in tracing out the history of the opera. 
: ‘ S —_ tions of the Government.’'—NSmithsonian Institution. 
Phe Clerk read as follows 7 s m : “It evidences an exact and comprehensive method, intelligence, and common 
Resolved, That the petitioner, J. C. Holmes, in the matter of his petition asking | sense.”—Brooklyn Library. 
to be admitted to a seat in the Forty-sixth Congress as a Representative from the | “It will have great value to all concerned in the study of public affairs." —Ben 
eighth congressional district of the State of Iowa, have leave to withdraw his peti- jamin Vaughan Abbott. 
tion. ‘It is a great work for the country.” —Philadelphia Press. ae 
. FIELD. é advis Mr. Sneake no member o _ “It well deserves the attentive consideration of all who are interested in index- 
. Mr E TE Lt an oy “ ised, Mr : “ one a that t Ifa f oe ing, or in the prospect of having a key to unlock the official stores of American 
Committee on Jlections desires to spe a < on 118 nat er. any 0 1eV legislative history.’"—New York Tribune. 
gentleman wishes to ask any questions in reference to it, or desires to Such commendations as these confirm the wisdom of the House in authorizing 
be heard for a limited time, I will yield for that purpose. The gen- | the work and all that the committee have in previous reports urged as to its value. 


. ; 2 > ’ ittea Mecti n We have no special recommendations to make at this time. We would, however, 
tleman from Indiana, a member of the Committee on Elections, de urge upon members of Congress that they make a careful examination of the index 


sires, I am informed, to print some remarks in connection with it. contained in the last report of the committee (I. R. Report No. 1776, second session, 
Mr. COLERICK. It was my intention to have asked to be heard | Forty-sixth Congress) and of the plans for it as detailed in our previous reports, 
on the questions involved in this case. One of the questions pre- | (H. R. Report No. 52, third session, Forty-fifth Congress and IH. R. Report No. 25, 
sented by the report of the Committee on Elections is of vital im- 7 ak octane aed ecaniomne te Ang cc may have the benetit 
portance and its determination may establish a precedent vicious and sa ti s : 
dangerous in its character. But being impressed with the belief that i eee 7 
at this late stage of the session the question cannot receive that con- | _ Mr. BERRY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (IH. R. No. 
sideration which its great importance demands, and that the time of | 7095) to create a manufacturing arsenal at Benicia, California ; which 
the House can be more profitably spent in the consideration of mat- | was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
ters of perhaps greater importance, I will merely ask leave to print | tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
in the Recorp the remarks that I intended to make. UNITED STATES POSTAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. [See Mr. SPRINGER. By request, I introduce a bill for reference, the 


Appendix.) ; a same as was introduced in the Senate on Friday last by the Senator 
Mr. FIELD. The resolution which has been read is, in substance, Palate , 
. 7 ; Saat . from Iowa, [Mr. Kirk woop. ] 
agreed to by all the members of the Committee on Elections, with The bill (H. R. No. 7096) to aid the United States Postal Telegraph 
the exception of one, and without going through the formality of Company in the construction and operation of postal telegraph lines 
calling the previous oe as I “my there can be no discussion | \os5 read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
re I will simply ask that there be a vote taken upon the reso- | pogt-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
The SPEAKER. The question will be taken upon the resolution POSTAL TELEGRAPHS, EY, 
which has just been read. Mr. SPRINGER also, by nnanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
The resolution was agreed to. R. No. 7097) to provide for the appraisement of the telegraph lines, 
Mr. FIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution | property, and effects of companies acting under the provisions of - 
was agreed to ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | act of July 24, 1866, entitled ‘An act to aid in the construction of tel- 
on the table. egraph lines, and to secure to the Government the use of the same 
The latter motion was agreed to. for postal, military, and other purposes,” and to secure information 
Mr. FIELD. I now call up the contested-election case of Wilson | concerning postal telegraphs in other countries; which was read & 
against Carpenter. first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post- Office 
The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


The Clerk read as follows: REPORT OF UNITED STATES ENTOMOLOGICAL COMMISSION. 


Resolved, That the petitioner, John J. Wilson, in the matter of his petition ask- y NTINE j joint ion (H. R. No. 387) 
ing to be admitted to Seoss in the Forty-sixth Congress as a Representative from | | Mr. V ALENTINE sateen 2 Joint — a report of the 
the ninth congressional district of the State of Iowa, have leave to withdraw his ®Uthorizing the printing of 30,000 copies of | first and 
petition. | United States entomological commission ; which was read a [irs 
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) time, referred to the Committee on Pr 


inting, and ordered to 
second % 


EGYPTIAN STEAMER 
Ve. REAGAN. The objection to the consideration of the Senate 
+ resolution relative to the Egyptian steamer Dessoug has now 
withdrawn. It is the joint resolution (S, No. 143) authorizing 
. inspection and issue of an American register to the Egyptian 
cteamship Dessoug. I ask that it be taken from the Speaker’s table 
nd put upon its passage. _ ; ' 
* The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
t resolution ? , 
“A’MemBER. Let it be read. 
The joint resolution was read. It authorizes the Secretary of the 
senry to issue an American register to the steamship Dessoug, of 
Sevtian nationality, but of American ownership, and restricts the 
-enection of her machinery and hull by the inspectors of steam-ves- 
sala simply to the inquiry as to their safety for the conveyance of 
wassengers, Without reference to the mode or place of their construc- 
‘ion, and provides for the issue of a special certificate of inspection 
for said steamship. 
"Mr, CHALMERS objected, but 


DESSOUG. 


ol 


ee! 















subsequently withdrew his objec- 


9 “Mr. REAGAN. I send to the desk a letter from the Secretary of 
State. To save time, if gentlemen do not desire to have it read, I 
© will have it printed in the Recorp as part of my remarks. I will 
f only say further that the Committee on Commerce of the House have 


S had before them a copy of the Senate resolution and have unanimously 
b :pproved it and recommend its passage. 

EY “The letter of the Secretary of State is as follows: 

2 DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 5, 1881. 


Fy <p Lhave the honor to bring to your attention, and through your committee 
# -» that of the House of Representatives, the eminent propriety of procuring the 





y passage of an act granting an American register to the steamer Dessoug, pur- 
4 chased by Lieutenant-Commander Henry H. Gorringe, of the United States Navy, 
and employed by him in the successful transportation of the obelisk, known as 


ES eonatra’s needle, from Alexandria, Feypt, to New York. 

2 The cirenmstances under which the obelisk was presented by the Government of 
Bie: nt tothe city of New York are doubtless so familiar that I need merely advert to 
ar ; 






t service rendered by Lieutenant-Commander Gorringe, involving the 
n of considerable personal risk on his part, and notably so in the pur- 
ase and alteration of a sea-going steamer for the transportation of the monet. 
The sentiment of national pride naturally felt in this successful achievement, 
a pled with theinternational character of Mr. Gorringe’s service, makes it fitting 

t some appreciative action should be taken by Congress in the premises, and in 





x way could this be more appropriately done than by permanently identifying 

e vessel in question with the country and flag to which she has rendered so signal 
P Iam informed that the prominent merchants and ship-owners of New York are 
& fay f some such recognition of what Lieutenant-Commander Gorringe has 
BS e in behalf of their city, and that the course suggested would not be opposed 





ting ship-building interests. 
anying draught of a bill has been prepared as suitable to the desired 

subject to the consideration and approval of your committee, to which I ear- 
stly commend it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. EVARTS. 

REAGAN, 
Chairman Committee on Commerce, ITouse of Representatives. 


he joint resolution was taken from the Speaker's table, read three 
times, and passed. 
Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso- 
4g ition was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
aid on the table. 
rhe latter motion was agreed to. 
é: UTAH AND NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 


¢ > 7. . 

a r BAILEY, I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of the 
> ‘hole on the state of the Union be discharged from the further con- 
= ‘sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 4874) in relation to the Utah and 

Northern Railway Company, and that it be put upon its passage. 
he bill was read, as follows: 


; J it enacted, dc., That section 1 of the act entitled “ An act granting the right 
. => | tereugh the public lands to the Utah Northern Railroad Company,” ap- 
proved March 3, 1873, be, and the same is hereby, amended by striking out of the 
“Aid section, after the words, ‘‘and through Montana Territory,” the following 
ores; “to a connection with the Northern Pacific Railroad.’ 

. That the act entitled “ An act creating the Utah and Northern Railway 
a corporation in the Territories of Utah, Idaho, and Montana, and grant- 
ight of way to said company through the public lands,” approved June 20, 
, e oe the same is hereby, amended by adding thereto the following section : 
Ee . nd the said company is hereby authorized and empowered to construct 
'auch or branches of its said road in said Territories of Utah, Idaho, and 


~ TT 
N ti 














8 





lonta } »} : . 7 
ee ither of them, asit may deem advisable, with the same grants, powers, 
ghts, anc 


s I privileges, and upon the same terms and conditions as are provided for 
Sthain line; 


\ ; and Congress may at any time add to, alter, or repeal this act.” 
Mr. BLAND. Is there any grant of land in that bill? 
¢ SPEAKER. The Chair is advised there is not. 


r) 
Mr. B + : . 
ae BAILEY, It does not involve a dollar of money or an acre of 


Mr. McLANE, 


iy effect of the 


With the permission of the House I will state the 
: which woul pe is to relieve the company from the reorganiza- 
cmietan — otherwise be necessary. _ It is by the existing law 
The Northess ® @ connection with the Northern Pacitic Railroad. 

‘orthern Pacific has changed its route, and this company can no 


leneut andeia uae _s 
- a ’ oat With it. It now asks to be permitted to go on in its 
Q right, 


Mr. MCGINNIS. That is all th 


there is of it 


ue 
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There being no objection, the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union was discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill, and it was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BAILEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

BUSINESS OF DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I am directed by the Committee on Rules to 
offer the resolution which I send to the desk, and to ask its adoption. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That upon the expiration of the morning hour on Monday, the l4th of 
February, the Committee on the District of Columbia shall be entitled to the floor 
for the consideration, during the remainder of that day, of business affecting the 
District of Columbia as it may be called up by said committee. 

Mr. BOUCK. I object. 

The SPEAKER. This resolution has reference to the organization 
and order of business of the House. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. When the gentleman from Wisconsin objected 
I rose to ask the Chair whether the resolution reported from the Com- 
mittee on Rules is not entitled to consideration in spite of objection. 
If I may be permitted to make a suggestion I will say it occurs to me 
this is certainly a privileged report, because if adopted it can have 
but one effect, and that is to regulate the proceedings of this House 
in the transaction of its business. 

The SPEAKER. It changes in effect the order of business as pro- 
vided for in the rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It may be considered an amendment to the rules 
to that extent. 

The SPEAKER. 
day’s session. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The resolution is to a certain extent a modifi- 
cation of the rules, and the Committee on Rules have the right to 
report at any time for consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Rules have always had the 
right to report at any time as to matters touching the order of pro- 
cedure of business. 

Mr. BLAND. I have no objection to that; but I submit that the 
Committee on Rules have no right to report a resolution changing 
the order of business where the matter has not by special order of 
the House been referred to the committee. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I suggest whether if the resolution be now 
objected to it will not be the right of the Committee on Rules to call 
it up after the resolution has lain over for one day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the right of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. BoucK] to object, and under another rule 
the resolution being objected to has to lie over for one day. 


The resolution provides only in regard to one 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. COBB. Under instructions from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions I desire to report 
A MEMBER. “ Regular order!” 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour. 
Mr. COX. I move to dispense with the morning hour. 
The motion was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 





DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. COBB. I now report back with amendments from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations the bill (H. R. No, 7035) making appropria- 
tions to provide for the expenses of the government of the District of 
Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1562, and for other pur- 
poses, and move that the same be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I reserve all points of order on the bill. 

The SPEAKER. All points of order will be reserved. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

APPORTIONMENT UNDER THE TENTH CENSUS. 

Mr. COX. I ask consent to have referred to the Committee on 
Printing, for the convenience of members, the resolution which I send 
to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of members of this House, 5,000 addi- 


tional copies of the pamphlet containing the tables, &c., for the apportionment of 
the tenth census. 


The SPEAKER. As that is merely a duplication of former print- 
ing, the Chair does not think it comes under the law requiring a ref- 
erence to the Committee on Printing, as it will not cost $500. 

Mr. COX. Then I ask unanimous consent that it be adopted now. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was adopted. 

FLOORING OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. With the consent of the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. Coss,] I will report from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions a bill which should be passed now. 

Mr. COBB. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring of 
the National Museum; which was read a first and second time, re- 
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ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. s 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I ask the gentleman from Kentucky 
[ Mr. BLACKBURN ] to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I am a trespasser upon the tloor myself, with 
the courtesy of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Cops.] 1 move 
that the House now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to consider the bill just reported by me from 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. E 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. SIMONTON in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of considering the bill (I. R. No. 7095) making an 
appropriation for the flooring of the National Museum. The bill will 
now be read. 

The bill was read, and appropriates the sum of $26,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, to place a flooring of marble or encaus- 
tic tiles in the large halls of the National Museum building, to be ex- 
pended according to the plan and under the direction of the building 
commission of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, 
under whose supervision the museum has been constructed. : 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will state that this National Museum build- 
ing is now about completed, and it is simply a question whether the 
matter of flooring shall be according to the original plan, of asphalt 
or concrete, or whether a change should be made in the plan so far 
as to substitute a marble or tile flooring. The concrete pavement 
would cost about $9,000. The cost of the encaustic tile or marble 
pavement will be not to exceed $25,000. I holdin my hand a letter from 
Professor Baird, which is indorsed unanimously by the Board of Re- 
gents, recommending that an appropriation of $26,000 be made for the 
purpose of flooring the main halls of the National Museum building 
with marble ortiling. Itis indorsed I believe by every member on the 
Committee on Appropriations. Unless some member desires it, I will 
not ask to have the letter read. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Let it be printed in the RECORD as a part of your 
remarks. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will make that request. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The letter is as follows: 

SMICHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 
Washington, December 9, 1830. 

Sim: Ihave the honor to inform you thatthe new National Museum building, for 
the erection of which Congress appropriated $250,000, has been substaucially and 
satisfactorily completed, with the exception of the floors of the main halls. The 
original estimate provided for floors of concrete and cement. So many remon- 
strances, cena hae been made against the use of this material instead of mar- 
ble or tile for the flooring, as not being in accordance with the architectural 
beanty and design of the building, that at a called meeting of the Board of Regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution, on the &th instant, the subject was considered and 
the following resolution adopted : 

* Resolved, That for the purpose of substituting a marble or tile flooring instead 
of concrete, as originally designed, for the large halls in the National Museum, an 
appropriation of $25,000 be requested of Congress, to be expended according to 
the plans and under the direction of the building commission of the Baard of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, under whose supervision the museum has 
been constructed.” 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
SPENCER F. BAIRD, 
Secretary Smithsonian Institution. 
Hon. S. J. RANDALL, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. If no one desires to move an amendment to 
the bill I will move that the committee now rise and report it favor- 
ably to the House, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. SIMONTON reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 
No, 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring of the National 
Museum, and had directed him to report the same back to the House 
without amendment and to recommend that it be passed. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and it accordingly was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BLACKBURN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

REPRINT OF BANKRUPT BILL. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I ask consent that the bill (H. R. No. 
6988) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy be reprinted, as 
the former print has been exhausted. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. COBB. I move that the House now resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the bill (H. R. No. 
7035) making eupeepriations to provide for the expenses of the gov- 
ernment for the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 


30, 1882, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HUNTON. If the House shall now resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole to consider the bil! indicated by the gentleman 


from Indiana, [Mr. Cons,] will there be any limit to general debat 
thereon ? _ 

The SPEAKER. No motion has been submitted in regard to limi 
ing debate. — 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Pending the motion to go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KENNA, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported tha: 
they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the House of ¢), 
following titles ; when the Speaker signed the same : — 

A bill CHL. R. No. 6025) to establish an assay office in the city of & 
Louis, Missouri ; and ee 

A bill (IL. R. No. 7029) to provide for a deficiency in the appropri 
tion for interest on the 3-65 loan of the District of Columbia for th, 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1381, and for other purposes. : 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted for withdrawal of papers 
in the following cases : a 

To Mr. LINDSEY, in the case of Jefferson Savage, there being yo 
adverse report; and , 

To Mr. POEHLER, in the case of C. F. Heers 

COAST SURVEY, ETC. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a jet 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report of the 
expenditures of the Coast and Geodetic Survey for the fiscal year end. 
ing June 30, 18380; which was referred to the Committee on Expen(. 
itures in the Treasury Department, and ordered to be printed. — 

OPERATIONS OF PATENT OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Cop 
missioner of Patents, transmitting a report of the operations of th: 
Patent Office during the year ending December 31, 1830; which wax 
referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed 

FINES AND DEDUCTIONS FROM PAY OF MAIL CONTRACTORS, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Pos 
master-General, transmitting a report of fines and deductions from 
the pay of mail contractors for 1350; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Coss, that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the considerg. 
tion of the District of Columbia appropriation bill, it was agreed to 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. CONVERSE in the chair) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 7035) making 
appropriations to provide for the expenses of the government of the 
District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1822, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. COBB. Mr.Chairman, from some intimations that I have heard 
this morning, I understand there is to be some discussion upon this 
bill, and I think it would be best perhaps to fix the time such disens 
sion is to occupy before the debate proceeds. If gentlemen who wis! 
to oppose the bill will indicate the time they desire, perhaps we cau 
agree upon the time when we get into the House. I do not care to com 
mence the discussion until the time for general debate has been fixed 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that it is not usual to 
limit the time for general debate until the debate has begun. The 
Committee of the Whole can rise at any time for the purpose of hav- 
ing the House limit debate. 

Mr. HUNTON. I suppose it is not within the power of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to limit debate. The House resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on this bill without any limitation as to 
general debate. I desire to occupy myself a little time in the geneva! 
debate on this bill. Idonot know how long, probably not over thirty 
minutes. Whether any other gentleman wishes to speak in opposi- 
tion to the bill I know not, but if the gentleman from Indiana [Mr 
a) will proceed now with his remarks, it will take but very littl: 
time, I think, for us to get through with the general debate. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman’s statement is satisfactory to me. Mr 
Chairman, I have no disposition to enter into a discussion in detai: 
of the provisions of this bill. I want to say, however, to the commit 
tee that this is avery important bill, and I think that perhaps member 
of the House do not give it as careful consideration as they ought 
It is a bill providing appropriations to run what is a government ! 
itself, with all the elements, I may say, of a government of much 
greater proportions, and as members are aware the Government 0! 
the United States pays one-half of the amount appropriated in eac! 
item of the bill. 

The bill is substantially the same as the corresponding bill passed 
a year ago, except that as to streets and sewers the amount is cat 
down very considerably below the appropriations then made. 12° 
remainder of the bill is mainly the same as the bill of last year. | 
do net care now to go into any statement of the reasons why the 
amount for streets is now cut down. I shall do that at some othe! 
time if necessary. 

We provide in this bill for the construction of four schoo]-houses, 
one more than we provided for a year ago. We propose to appropt 
ate in a certain way $70,000 more than we appropriated a year 45° 
for school purposes. This additional appropriation grows out of . 
necessity for a high-school building in this District. There 4! 
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already intermediate schools; but the demand, as I understand—and I 
= civen the question the best consideration I could—is very great 
a may be termed a high schoo]. This bill provides how this 
pailding shall be constructed. . 

“There are certain school bonds growing out of an old lottery sys- 
. om which was provided for by law. The money arising from that 
‘yame was converted into bonds, which this bill now proposes to pay 
por devote the proceeds to the erection of a high-school building, 








tl I e . . . + . 
oo yseation of which is fixed upon square 446, what is known as 
( reoran Square.” k sats F 
his bill appropriates, as the corresponding bill a year ago did, 
Th ill ay ; 


¢100,000 for the construction of two intermediate school-houses in 
. hool division No. 2. It then provides for the construction out of 

~ came $100,000, of another building in the county or country. 
rhie provision, 1 may state, meets, as 1 understand, the entire con- 
"anes of the school board, with whom I have consulted, and I think 

harmony with the views of the commissioners. I think this 
aiov of the bill, Mr. Chairman, so far as the location of this 
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» sehool is concerned, meets with the concurrence of the local an- | 


‘horities, and so far as the location of the other two school-houses in | 
i l , all : 7 ye . | 
; ool division No. 2 is concerned I believe that also meets with the 
pproval of all the officials of the District of Columbia connected | 


with public school affairs, the District commissioners as we 
& ool board. : p ose 
rhe reason Why I now discuss this provision of the bill is from the 


t there may be some objection to it, but I shall be brief in what I 
It may perhaps seem to some that $170,000 appropriated 





im of money to be appropriated for that purpose. I have, however, 
ready explained how the $70,000 comes. That is a fund which has 
heen fostered as I am informed by the public-school trustees for the 
» purpose of providing for the erection of this proposed high-school 
vg. The disposal of the bonds and the use of the fund arising 


ereirot 


istrict of Columbia from the payment of rent for the use of any such 


to the two buildings in district No. 2, I wish to say that look- 





tiliar with this subject, I was clearly of the opinion and 

Committee on Appropriations concurred entirely with 
the necessity for making this appropriation. 

the opinion, and in that the committee agreed with ine, that these 





Two scnuooi 
[he reason for it is this: In that division we have a large number of 
school-rooms rented, many of which,and I can speak from personal 
snowledge, asI visited them, are totally unfit, as I conceive, as school- 
coms for children. 
ed by those who are competent judges that we are paying rent 
1e extent of 10 per cent. upon the total value of the property 
ented. By building these two school-houses we will save nearly 
$2,000 of rent as soon as they are completed and fit for use. In look- 
ng over the whole field, therefore, I found great economy would be 
secured by the construction of these buildings in that locality. 

There is another reason why it should be so, and that is this: that 
the property in that division is increasing in value. The bill dees 
not require the commissioners to purchase these sites, but permits 
them todo soin case of necessity. The value of property in that 
division is increasing, and it is important as a matter of economy to 
the District that these sites for public schools should be secured at 
as low a price as possible. To do so the commissioners should have 
this discretionary power. These are the reasons which actuated the 
ommittee in locating these two school buildings in that division. 

I thir n reference to this bill: 








hink of nothing now I need say furth 
but at the proper time and when the question comes up, I will present 


such facts to the committee as will enable it to judge correctly of | 


the provisions of the bill. If, however, any member of the commit- 
tee desires at this time to propound any question, I shall be glad to 
answer. 

_Mr. HUNTON. Mr. Chairman, I agree with the gentleman from In- 
diana who reported this bill from the Committee on Appropriations. 
This isan important question, and should receive the careful consid- 
eration of every gentleman composing this Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. It seems tome matters concerning 
this District are often passed over without that consideration which 
members ought to give to so important a subject. And, sir, there is 
nothing more important concerning this District than the appropria- 
tion of the taxes raised from the people of the District and contrib- 
uted by the Federal Government and the manner in which the money 
‘hus raised shall be expended. JI, sir, as chairman of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, have taken some pains to inform my- 
seit npon these subjects, and the information I have obtained leads 
ine to so different results from those embodied in the bill now under 


n the erection of this high-school building will save the | 


I was clearly of | 


bsildings shoula be located in school division No. 2. | 


ll as the | 


cation of school-houses in the District of Columbia is a large | 


j 





ify a} ] are ; . P 4 > i 
usideration that I feel compelled to trespass for 2 few moments on 


the time of the committee to explain my views. 

ih take it for granted that the gentleman from Indiana and the 
~ommitteé on Appropriations mean to expend the revenues that 
i be raised by the District of Columbia and that portion which 
Wil 

trict 


on of Columbia, &c., for the next fiscal year. These revenues, Mr. 


e drawn from the Federal Treasury for the purposes of the Dis- | 


laiTman, according to the best information which can be obtained, | 


| streets were paved with wood. 


| wooden pavement, which, as I have said, is 
er the District of Columbia carefully and hearing from those | 


| gineer of the District in charge of this work, informs me that i 
We are paying high rents for these rooms in many cases; I am in- | 
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the commissioners of the District estimate at $1,697,000 for the next 
current fiscal year, and a like amount being drawn from the Federal 
Treasury under the organic act providing for the government of this 
District makes the total amount $3,394,000. 

Mr. COBB. I should like to inquire of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia what estimates he refers to? 

Mr. HUNTON. I refer to the estimate farnished me by Major 
Twining. That estimate to which I have just referred includes 
$21,000 which will be surplus on hand of the revenues in the present 
fiscal year. So that for the next current year there will be in the 
Treasury to be expended the sum of $3,394,000; and the question for 
this committee to determine is, how shall that sum best be expended 
for the benefit of the Federal Government and for the government of 
the District of Columbia? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are met in the outset of the consideration 
of this question by what appears to me to be a most remarkable and, 
if the gentleman from Indiana will excuse me, I will say a most vicious 
change in the appropriation for this purpose over that made for the 
present fiscal year. Under the head of “* Improvements and repairs 
and for care and repair of bridges,” on page 2 of the bill, the amount 
appropriated for the replacement of the wooden pavements of this 
District is reduced from $300,000 for the present fiscal year to $100,000 
for the next fiscal year. There are, Mr. Chairman, seventeen miles of 
rotten wooden pavements in this city. These pavements are rapidly 
becoming impassable for the vehicles. They are rapidly decaying, 
and unless they are replaced as speedily as possible not only will it 
depreciate the value of property along these avenues, but may, and 
possibly will, spread disease throughout the whole District. So that 


| the first great duty on the part of the Congress of the United States 


is toenable the District 


commissioners to replace these worthless, 


| decayed wooden pavements now in existence in this city with some 


substantial and serviceable substitute. I need not remind the com 
mittee that under the management of the old board of public works, 
once in charge of the improvements in this city, a vast number of the 
Of this work there still remain sev- 
enteen miles of wooden pavements, or the remains of that amount of 
in a dilapidated and dan- 


gerous condition. This pavement has become in some places impass- 


| able, is rapidly decaying in all of its parts, and is in such a condition 


that there is absolutely great danger of its spreadin 
out the city. 

As I have said, sir, the first great duty of the Congress of the United 
States is to see that these streets are taken up and good, permanent 
pavements put down in their stead. If the appropriation in this bill 
for the replacement of these streets is all that Congress will allow for 
that purpose during the next fiscal year, then Major Twining, the en- 
will 
take six long years to take up the wooden pavements and replace them 
with rock or concrete. I take it, sir, that this committee will not 


disease through- 


| agree that a work of so important a character, so absolutely necessary 


to be accomplished as this in a short time, shall be carried on through 
a long series of yearsand in so slow a manner as this. The reason why 
this sum of $300,000 for the present fiscal year is dwarfed to $100,000 
is because the Appropriations Committee, at the instance of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, has devoted $170,000 for the purpose of building 
school-houses. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will not yield to any other gentleman on this 
floor in my zeal for education and for the erection of a sufficient num 
ber¥f school-houses for the children of this city ; but Ido think that 
it is improper to take the money which should be expended upon the 
renewal of these streets and appropriate $170,000 of it for the build- 
ing of school-houses. I need not remind the committee of the fact 
that last year, I believe, we appropriated money to build three or four 
school-houses, and the year preceding to build two, and now we not 
only propose by this bill to devote $170,000 to build three school- 
houses, but one of these is to be erected at a cost of $100,000. 

Mr. COBB. No, $70,000. 

Mr. HUNTON. Very well, $70,000. 

I fully agree with the gentleman from Indiana that this $70,000 in 
3.65 bonds shall be devoted to the purposes of building school-houses 
in this District; but Iam unwilling that any more than the sum of 
$70,000, embraced in these 3.65 bonds, shall be allowed for that pur- 
pose, or be devoted in the present condition of District affairs to the 
building of school-houses. As I have stated, I believe we built two 
or three last year and two the vear before, and I think that few gen- 
tlemen of the committee will not coneur with me when I say that we 
are now building them as rapidly as the people of this District can 
afford, I agree, as I have stated, that it is important, as rapidly as 
we may, to build school-houses for the edacation of the children of 
this District. But it must be remembered, Mr. Chairman, that there 
are other important matters to be attended to as well as that, and I, 
for one, am not willing that $170,000 shall be taken from the renewal of 
these rotten pavements and applied now to sucha purpose. Why can 
we not go on gradually in the construction of these houses and build 
one this year, or two now and two next year, and so on until we ob- 
tain full accommodation for all the children of the District who go 
to the public free schools? I trust, sir, that when the time comes 


the committee will limit the expenditure for the next fiscal year to 
$70,000 for the purpose of furnishing school buildings for the District 
of Columbia, which sum I think is ample under the circumstances, 

I do not agree with the gentleman from Indiana—— 
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Mr. BUCKNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Certainly. 

Mr. BUCKNER. This $70,000 that the bill appropriates is for a 
high-school building ? 

Mr. HUNTON. I am coming to that. 

Mr. BUCKNER. That is to be the cost of it. 

Mr. HUNTON. Seventy thousand dollars is the amount proposed. 

Mr. BUCKNER. What is taught in a high school? 

Mr. HUNTON. That is the very point I was coming to. The 
higher branches of education are taught in it, those which are next 
to a collegiate education. I was going on to say that I did not con- 

cur with the gentleman from Indiana in the policy of erecting or in- 
augurating a high-school system in this District. I believe it is 
proper for every government to furnish school facilities for all the 
children within its borders. I believe that these facilities ought to 
be equal and offered equally to all classes of its children. But I do 
not believe that any special privileges should be offered to any. 

If this high school is inaugurated,as proposed by the bill, then 
some hundred or it may be a greater or less number of the children 
of this District will have afforded to them high-school privileges, 
while the balance of the children of this District must be content 
with common-school privileges; and it will make a distinction be- 
tween the children of this District, which will breed discontent 
between the poor, who enjoy only the common-school facilities, and, 
those who enjoy the higher school facilities. I believe it is the pol- 
icy of this Government and of the District of Columbia to afford the 
best common-school facilities to all, and when a student in one of 
these common schools desires to pursue the higher branches of educa- 
tion, he ought to doit at hisownexpense. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, 
I think it is eminently judicious and wise that this high-school feat- 
ure of the appropriation bill shall be stricken out, and that the 
$70,000 in the Washington school-fund bonds shall be appropriated 
to building school-houses for common-school purposes, and that sum 
of $70,000 will build two most excellent school-houses of the ordinary 
style having twelve rooms each, furnishing twenty-four additional 
school-rooms for the accommodation of the children of the District. 
And I trust that this committee will not take from the amount nec- 
essary to carry on rapidly the replacement of the rotten pavements 
of the District, by appropriating that amount to high-school purposes 
or any other. 

The next provision of this bill to which I call the attention of the 
committee ison page 4. It is: 

For support of the indigent insane in the District of Columbia in the Govern- 
ment Hospital for the insane in said District as provided in sections 4943, 4544, and 
4250 of the Revised Statutes, $20,000. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, until last year—I am not certain I am right 
in that—there was no appropriation in the District appropriation 
bill for the support of the indigent insane in the Government hos- 
pital; but it was a Government institution supported by Govern- 
ment contributions alone. Last year the Committee on Appropria- 
tions introduced this item into this bill, and after a long conference 
between the committees of conference of the two Houses, after hear- 
ing evidence and having all the parties before them, they fixed upon 
the sym of $37,000 as the proper sum to be paid by the District of 
Columbia in this appropriation bill; and that amount was inserted 
in the last appropriation bill for the District of Columbia. This bill 
departs from that agreement thus entered into between the two 
Houses and puts the amount up to the sum of $30,000, which is greatly 
beyond the share which the District of Columbia ought to pay. 

In regard to these asylums and charitable objects, I desire to call 
the attention of the Honse to the provision of the organic act, which 
will be found on page 104 of the Statutes at Large, second session 
Forty-fifth Congress, volume 20. I need not remind the committee 
that this act, called the organic act, providing a government for the 
District of Columbia, provided what should be paid for by the Dis- 
trict, and what should be paid for by the Federal Government, and 
what should be paid for jointly by the District government and the 
Federal Government. It was provided in this bill that all the appro- 
priations made for the support of the District government should be 
paid one-half by the Federal Government and the other half by the 
District government. Thecommissioners were toestimate what would 
be necessary for the expenses of the District for each fiscal year at 
the beginning of each session of Congress, and were to send their 
estimates to the Secretary of the Treasury. The Secretary of the 
Treasury was to pass upon those estimates and send them back to 
the District commissioners and the District commissioners were then 
to send them to the House. Now, what were they to estimate for 
under the organic act? 

The said commissioners shall submit to the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and annually thereafter, for his examination and 
approval, a statement showing in detail the work proposed to be undertaken by 
them during the fiscal year next ensuing, and the estimated cost thereof; also the 
cost of constructing, repairing, and maintaining all bridges authorized by law 
across the Potomac River within the District of Columbia, and also all other 
streams in said District. 

Now follows the clause to which I desire to call the attention of 
the committee specially : 

The cost of maintaining all public institutions of charity, reformatories, and 
prisons belonging to or controlled wholly orin part by the District of Columbia, 
and which are now by law supported wholly orin part by the United States or Dis 
trict of Columbia. 


So that the only institutions of charity, reformatories or pri 
which the commissioners for the District had a power to “tee 
by law were those “ belonging to or controlled wholly or in con 
the District of Columbia, and which are now by law supported ra by 
or in part by the United States or District of Columbia.” teed 

So that to bring within this appropriation bill any charitable o} 
ject or the support of any prison or reform school, or anything of o 
sort, two things must concur: it must at the date of the act hes 
belonged to or been controlled, wholly or in part, by the Distelen 
Columbia, and must have been provided for prior to that time either 
wholly or in part, by the United States or the District of Columbia, 

Now,I think gentlemen will find upon consulting the statutes thar 
this Government hospital for the insane in the District of Columbis 
is a Federal institution, not belonging to or controlled wholly oy ;. 
part by the District of Columbia; and if that be the case, then +), 
commissioners of the District and the Secretary of the Treasury haye 
no right to include it in the estimates of appropriations for tlie D 4 
trict of Columbia. And I take it neither the gentleman from Indi. 
ana nor any other gentleman on the floor of this House can show anv. 
where in any of the statutes that this was an establishment owne) 
by or controlled either wholly or in part by the District of Columphj, 
at the date of the passage of the act, a clause of which I have bast 
read. If that be the case, Mr. Chairman, it is not within the power 
of this House, according to the law as it stands, to appropriate any. 
thing for the indigent insane in this Government hospital. Bat’; 
the committee should think otherwise, then, I say, do not raise thp 
appropriation from $37,000, the amount agreed upon in a conferenes 
between the two Houses at the last session of Congress, to $80,()) 
which is greatly beyond what ought to be paid by the District fo; 
this purpose under any circumstances. 

Then, Mr. Chairman, there is an appropriation in this bill for maiy. 
taining the jail, which is not embraced within the organic act at ql) 
and which I believe I can say with some degree of certainty has 
never been introduced into an appropriation bill of the District o; 
Columbia. Well, now, what is this jail? Does it come within this 
organic act? Unquestionably not. The jail is a Federal institutio: 
regulated entirely by Federal laws, and with its government the Dis. 
trict of Columbia has nothing whatever to do. 

If gentlemen of the Committee of the Whole will turn to page 124 
of the Revised Statutes of the District of Columbia they wil! tind 
that the jail is entirely under the control of the Federal Government 
The District government has no part or lot in controlling or owning 
the jail in this District. Unless it is embraced in the terms of the 
organic act, the appropriation for its support cannot properly be em- 
braced in the bill making appropriations for the support of the gov- 
ernment for the District of Columbia. 

I call attention to these things to show that the Committee on Ap- 
propriations depart from the law when they undertake to make the 
District of Columbia pay its part for the support of the indigent insane 
in the Government hospital and for the support and maintenance of 
the prisoners in the Government jail. 

I beg leave to state to the Committee of the Whole that the com- 
mittee of which I have the honor to be the chairman has considered 
all these questions with some care, and I believe I am speaking the 
sentiments of the members of that committee. 

The next thing that attracted my attention in looking over this 
bill is the total abolition of the special assessment division in the Dis- 
trict government. I beg leave to say that in the opinion of the com- 
missioners for this District that division is absolutely necessary and 
should be retained. I call attention to the following communication 
from the chief of that division : 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS DisTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DIVISION 
Washington, January 23, 1581 

GENTLEMEN : In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to make the 
following report : see 

The revision of the assessments on streets and avenues has been completed, but 
a large amount of work remains to be done before the office can be closed. 

There are one hundred and sixty-six alley assessments in a state of partia: re 
vision. ; 7 

The claims for revision filed in 1878, 1879, and 1880 are not yet all examined and 
—— upon. 7 i? 

uien certificates have yet to be prepared and issued upon one hundred and sist 
six streets, and also the one hundred and sixty-six alley assessments. 

The accounts of Mr. George W. Beall, late clerk in charge of the collections 
account of special assessments, since 1871 to July last, should be reconcile: 
the books of the treasurer of the board of public works and the commissioner 0! tue 
sinking fund. 

The old records in this office are valuable, and should be properly care 
filed; and the current work is by no means insignificant, and covers every 
ceivable form of complaint. : 

The appropriation for the current year is 


da for and 
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Total 
And I request that at least the same appropriation may be made for the 
ending June 30, 1882. 
Very respectfully 
mu hee WM. OSCAR ROOME 
Chief of Special Assessment Division 


To the honorable Coynussioners District or COLUMBIA. 
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It will be seen that according to the report of the chief of that di- 
yision, there is now work enough, and more than enough, to main- 
iain the force in that office co the next fiscal year, and not until 

fter the next fiscal year, at the earliest, can any reduction be made 
en ] that office. There is work constantly going on there, and it is nec- 
a ury thé at the office be continued for ‘the good government of this 
District. ; 

The C ‘ommittee on Appro}] wiations pr ropose to abolish in the attor- 
ney’s oflice, for the District, one assists nt attorney. I have here a 
morandum from the district attorney showing that that officer is 


absolutel ly necessary. He states that— 


The last annual report, cove ring nine pages, ending with June, 1880, shows that 
thirty-six ¢ ivil cases were disposed of in the higher courts; forty-two were tried in 
.criminal court, On appe al by the defendants from the police courts. For the 

. time over three thousand cases were tried by the special assistant in the police 








. were then left pending two hundred and thirty-six civil cases in the court 
ai and one hundred and forty-five appealed cases in the criminal court. 
} is doc 3 not cover cases tried before justices of the peace 
Written opinions in eighty-two cases, covering two In indred and thirty-thr 
s, were delivered, and neatly as many cases were disposed of by opinions in- 
ed on the papers. No reference is made to consultations with the commis- 
sioners, letters written, &c. 

During thi is period I was quite constantly before the House District Committee 


for ov er four weeks. 


of rec 





This assistant district t attorney which the Committee on Appropria- 
tions proposes to abolish is the assistant district attorney who appears 
pefore the police court; and this report from the District commis- 
sioners says that over three thousand cases were disposed of in that 
poli e court during the time covered by this report. Unless there be 
1 district attorney to appear before the police court of the District of 
Columbia it isimpossible that the other two, the district attorney and 
his assistant, can appear before that court. Therefore, in the opinion 
of the commissioners, in the opinion of the district attorney, and in 
my opinion, it is necessary to preserve what has existed for several 
vears oe the district attorney and two assistants. 

* The Committee on Appropriations propose to abolish the messenger 
in tl het, oflice, a proposition that is properenough, perhaps. But they 
also propose to put in here an appropriation for inspector of gas and 
gas meters, $3,000. Ido not see why that should be char; ged to the 
District of Columbia. It is for the inspection of gas mi: inufacture d 
by the gas companies in the city of Washington, and it seems to me 
that, if there be any expense about it, it should be borne by the gas 
companies themselves. I believe it has never before been put upon 
the District. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Do I understand the gentleman 
to say that, in regard to these various items, he is speaking for the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, or is he giving merely his 
own n opinions? 

Mr. HUNTON. I state what I believe to be the sentiments of the 
committee. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Isiand. I do not think the gentleman 
de : : that, at least in some respects. 

tr. HUNTON. Very likely. I do not say that I speak the views 

a sentiments of all the members of the committee. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. The committee has never taken any 
action upon these subjects. 

Mr. HUNTON. I believe I speak the views of the majority of the 
meee 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. That belief has not been shown 
by any action of the committee. 

Mr. HUNTON. This bill has been carefully considered by the sub- 
committee of the District of Columbia, and I cert: uinly speak their 
sentiments. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. It has never been before the full com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HUNTON. That is true. I come now to the appropriation for 
streets. This bill has reduced the appropriation for work and repairs 
on streets, avenues, and alleys from $70,000 to $20,000 ; on account of 
repairing lateral sewers from $30,000 to $20,000 ; and for cleaning al- 
leys from $8,000 to $6,000; and they propose to reduce the appropri- 
ation for repairs on county roads—I believe I am ri; ghtin that—from 
$20,000 to $10, 000. 

Now, I am informed by the engineer commissioner for the District, 
who has the work speci: lly in che urge by the organic law to which I 
have referred, that if these reductions are made the sewers in this 
city will go to decay ; the streets will run to waste and become to 
some extent impassable, and the county roads cannot be kept in 
repair for the sum here proposed, $10,000. 

I believe I am correct when Isay th: it there are nearly one hundred 
miles of county roads in the District of Columbia. Some of these 
roads around the city are used as public drives. They must be kept 
in good order for the convenience of those visi iting the parks around 
thecity. Inorderto keep them in re pair, to prevent them from wash- 
sig into g gullies and becoming impassable, there must be more than 

00 appropriated by the Congress of the United States. 

In the health department one inspector is abolished, although, on | 

am informed by the health officer of the District, it is iz npossible 
_— an sote ot that office with less than the present force. There 
bill peopel or some years two food inspectors in the District. This 
inf I ses to reduce the number toone. Itis impossible, as I am 

ormed by the health officer, that the necess: ary duties in connec- 
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tion with the inspection of food in the large extent of territory under 
the supervision of the health officer can he performed by one food 
inspector. We all know how important it is that the food which oes 
into consumption of the people should be pure and wholesome. I 
am informed that this object cannot be secured if we undertake 
dispense with one of these food inspectors. 

This bill also reduces the salary of the pound-master from $1,200 
to $1,000. During the last session, by the action of the committee, 
sustained by the two Houses of Congress, the salary of this ofticer 
was raised from $1,000 to $1,200; and this increase was made because 
the pound-master in the performance of his duties is obliged to 1 seep 
a horse and buggy in order to go about the District. I submit the 
salary should be continued at the present figure. The conti ngent 
fund of the health department is also cut down ne arly one thousand 
| dolls irs. It is important that this fund should remain as it was last 
year, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is what is called the Linthicum loan; 
that is, $40,000 loaned by the Linthicum estate to the District of Co 
lumbia. Thatloan is bearing 6 per cent. interest. The persons hav- 
ing charge of the estate are not asking repayment; they prefer that 
the loan should not be re paid at present. This bill provides for the 
repayment of that $40,000. It strikes me that at present we had 
better not pay back the $40,000, but continue to P ay its interest for 
a year or so longer until the streets of this c ity have been put into 
pi issable and he althy condition. 

These are some (and only some) of the objections that I make to 
the bill reported by the gentleman from Indiana. I beg that the 
Committee of the W hole, as we pass upon the bill, item by item, will 
pay particular attention to it; and I hope that the gentleman from 
Indiana will agree that the appropriation for replacing wooden pave- 
ments may be passed over when we first reach it, so that we m: iV 
determine when we have gone through the bill how much may be 
appropriated to the improvement of streets. I take it that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, like the rest of us, is willing to appropriate to 
the streets whatever may be left of the revenue of the next fiscal year 
after providing for other needs of the District. In order to do this 
I shall ask him when we reach that item of appropriation to consent 
that it be passed over, to be returned to after we shall have gone 
through the bill. I have nothing further to say now. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, if no other member ot tl » Committee 
of the Whole desires to say anything, I shall occupy a moment in 
replying to one or two remarks made by the gentlem: r 1 from Virgini: 
[Mr. HUNTON. ] 

With — to the improvement of streets and sewers, | desire to 
say that I am in favor of doing all that may be reasonably necessary 
for that Ce and I think I can show the committee that in this 
bill we have provided ample funds for the purpose of supplying such 
demands. Does the gentleman from Virginia know the fact th: it there 
is in the Treasury to- di iy $419,000 unexpended of the amount we 
appropriated last year? 

Mr. HUNTON. For streets? 

Mr. COBB. For streets and sewers. 

Mr. HUNTON. We only appropriated $300,000 for that purpose. 

Mr. COBB. I have here a letter from Mr. Law rence, the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, stating the amount of District appro- 
priations rem: 1ining unexpended. We appropriated about five hundred 
thousand dollars for this purpose last year, of which $419,000 is to-day 
on hand, with not exceeding two months and a half in which to spend 
it. Now, I say (andI think the Committee of the Whole will bear 
me out in the position) that it is not right to be appropriating money 
that is unexpended in this way. 

Mr. HUNTON. The gentleman has appea led to me and asked me 
whether I know what he states to be the fact. I know very well 
that of the $300,000 appropriated last year to replace the vooden 
pavements there is a considerable balance in the Treasury to-day 
but I also know, if Major Twining is to be believed (and I have yet 
to hear any man question his veracity) that at the end of the present 
fiscal year there will be not a dollar of that appropriation in the pub 
lic Treasury. The gentleman forgets that the commissioners have 
until the Ist of July to expend the appropriations for the present 
fiscal year 

Mr. COBB. I stated that a moment a; go. 

Mr. HUNTON. And nota dollar will remain in the Treasury at the 
end of the fiscal year. 

Mr. COBB. I appeal to members of this committee as practical 
men when I say that considering the time the commissioners will 
have in which to expend this money, it will be impossible for them 
under ordinary circumstances, without doing extraordinary work and 
employing an extraordinary number of men, to spend this $419,000 
To spend $130,000 it took them from the Ist of last July to the setting 
in of cold weather. Now, after the weather gets so that the work 
upon streets can be resumed, the commissioners I say will have only 
| about two months and a half in which to sj pend this $419,000. 

I maintain, therefore, that in this bill we have given all that is 
necessary for this purpose. On New York avenue, for instance, we 
give every dollar that Major Twining asks—37,000. Last year we 
gave $100,000 for the New York avenue sewer; and we now propose 
to make only a small appropriation, because more than $200,000 al- 
ready appropriated to that purpose is now in the Treasury. In regard 
to that question, I do not wish to discuss it further. I think it is : bad 
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policy for the Government to appropriate money unused in the Treas- 
ary. I say we ought to begin to square our accounts in this District, 
and begin to understand how the money is used. I do say there is 
no man under the sun to-day who can tell exactly how matters in 
this District stand. We make appropriation and the money is used 
and I can say to gentlemen that money was put on the streets a year 
ago not in the schedule and not provided by law—thousands of dol- 
lars of it. We ought to be careful when we appropriate money not 
to appropriate too much. We ought to appropriate enough, and then 
see that it is expended as it was intended when the appropriation 
was made. + 

We give $153,000 in this bill for streets, as the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia himself admits. We give for common roads more than $20,000, 
I know they want $70,000 for the roads in this District. From the 
examination I have made, I know the roads here are good ones. I 

have never traveled over a bad road in this District, and I have trav- 
eled here over one or two of the best macadamized roads in the country. 

Again, the gentleman says I have dropped the assistant attorney. 
That is true. It was done after a careful examination of the ques- 
tion. It has been done with the full concurrence of the Treasury De- 

partment. Gentlemen will find it in the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury inclosing the estimates. 

The gentleman from Virginia further says we ought not to expend 
this large sum of money for public schools. I will say to the gentle- 
man there is a public-school system adopted in this District. I found 
it here when I came upon the Appropriations Committee. The Com- 
mittee on Appropriations found it as a system already in existence 
and operation. If we were to adopt a system, we might differ in some 
respects from the system w hich now prevails in this District, but it 
is a system upon which hundreds of thousands of dollars have been 
expended in school buildings. 

Some say the schools are too large. I do notcontrovert that; but I 
do not propose to break through the existing system, and the system 
does require a high-school building, and a high school such as we 
have in the Western States, such as my people feel prouder of thah 
anything beneath the sun, where, under our public-school system, 
every town has a high school where the children can be educated. 
Under this school system the people cease to be paupers. There are 
in this District 21,000 panpers, more than 10 per cent. of the entire 
population. They need schools here, therefore, to educate and ele- 
vate the people so as to get rid of these paupers. It needs this edu- 
cation for the purpose of teaching them industry. Educate them and 
send them out into the world, so they will not become paupers. 

I did not understand, however, the gentleman from Virginia would 
oppose the provision in the bill for the building of public schools, but 
he does object to paying a debt of $70,000 in bonds. Now, sir, these 
bonds are payable; they are due, so to speak; and I say at atime 
like this, when we can pay these bonds, it is our duty to do it, espe- 
cially when the debt is increasing in this District as it is. 

According to the gentleman’s own calculation, if we appropriate 
the sum of money this bill provides for, we will not, next year, have 
a dollar left. It will take every dollar of the revenues of the Dis- 
trict to pay the debt. Does the gentleman know we passed a bill the 
other day for the payment of $162,000 of interest which has just fallen 
due? 

Mr. HUNTON. I will answerthe gentleman. I do know it,and I 
know after paying that $162,000 there will be $21,000 of surplusin the 
Treasury at the end of the present fiscal year after all the appropria- 
tions for this year have been expended. 

Mr. COBB. That may be. But I ask whether that is not a very 
small margin to act on when we take into consideration an expendi- 
ture of $3,500,000? Is it not too small for us to take any risk? 

I trust the gentleman from Virginia does not want this District to 
increase its public debt, when to-day it hangs like a mill-stone around 
the necks of the tax-paying people, the plain andgpoor people of this 
District. Their property has almost been confiscated. We pay to- 
day out of the revenues of this District $750,000 in interest. That 
the people pay, and in addition the Government of the United States 
pays$750,000. It makes $1,500,000 in all, and that interest is gradually 
increasing. Next year it will be greater than $1,500,000, and yet the 
gentleman admits we will come within $20,000 under this bill of 
expending the entire revenues of the District. 

t understand Congress has settled the policy in regard to this Dis- 
trict. I think it is an equitable one, equitable so far as the people 
of the District are concerned surely, and they cannot complain. It 
is that the Government of the United States pays fifty cents of each 
dollar that is expended in the way of appropriation for the running 
of this District. That, I say, I believe to be equitable so far as the 
people of the District are concerned. I did not vote for the bill, I am 
frank to say, when it was before Congress. Many other members 
did not do it because they believed the burden on the whole country 
was too great and that it would produce extravagance in the manage- 
ment of District affairs. But, sir, that has been settled, 

Now, in regard to the question of the jail. The gentleman says we 
have no right to appropriate out of the District funds for the main- 
tenance of the jail. Does the gentleman and every one here know 
that the inmates of that jail are persons who have committed viola- 
tions of the law and jurisdiction of the District? They are as much 
District criminals as any confined in jails in any of the States are 
criminals against the jurisdiction of those States. 
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Mr. HUNTON. Will not the gentleman allow me to state th 
is not meeting my point at all? My point is—— » pe he 
Mr. COBB. I do not desire to be interrupted. 
has a question to ask, I will answer him. 
Mr. HUNTON. Will the gentleman allow me to state my 
Mr. COBB. Very well. , 
Mr. HUNTON. The point that I made was that under the organ; 
act, which I quoted, the District jail, or the jail of the District 
one of the objects provided for in that organic act to be eatimated 
and appropriated for by Congress. Now, if the gentleman from a 
diana will address himself to the organic act and show me that the 
jail is included in any language of that act which will authorize i: 
to be placed in an appropriation or brings it within that provisic . 
one Fam cornered, and not otherwise. ey 
Mr. COBB. TI have examined the act, and in my judgment j 
Mr. HUNTON. How? 7 sagan tons 
Mr. COBB. That is the judgment of the Comptroller of the Trea 
ury, and it is the judgment of the Secretary of the Treasury, ™ 
Mr. HUNTON. I ask the gentleman how ? P 
Mr. COBB. Lecause it is a District institution and nothing else 
Mr. HUNTON. Now, I beg leave to call the attention of inane. 
tleman from Indiana to the language of the organic act. ain 
Mr. COBB. There is not a prisoner in that jail to-day who is not 
a prisoner placed there for a violation of the laws within the juris. 
diction of the District of Columbia, and the gentleman from Virgin 
will not deny that. ae, 
Mr. HUNTON. I will answer that, sir. I will ask the gentlemar 
if there is a prisoner in jail anywhere in the United States, from any 
district or from any judicial district in the United States preside) 
over by a United States district judge, a prisoner who has been put 
in there from the district, the expense of which is paid by that dis. 
trict? They are paid out of the general fund of the United States: 
and the court of this district is just such a court as I have referred to, 
But I desire to call the attention of the gentleman from Indiana to 
the language of the organic act : 


If the gentleman 


Position ? 


The cost of maintaining all public institutions or charities, reformatories, and 
prisons belonging to and controlled wholly or in part by the District of Columbia 
and which are now by law supported wholly or in part by the United States or tha 
District of Columbia. 

Now, this jail does not belong to and is not controlled wholly or in 
part by the District of Columbia, and the District of Columbia never, 
until now, has appropriated for its maintenance as I am informed. 

Mr. COBB. Well, I can say this to the gentleman from Virginia: 
the committee has passed upon that section and put its construe. 
tion upon it already in a District appropriation bill a year ago. He 
insisted then, for the very same reason that he insists now, that the 
jail ought not to be appropriated for in this bill, that the persons 
sent from the District of Columbia and confined in the insane asylum 
should not be paid for out of the District money. Why? Because he 
says the District officials, strictly speaking, have no right to contro! 
that institution. And yet we have been paying for this purpose and 
it is the law that we should pay it. We paid last year the sum of 
$37,000 for that purpose, a larger sum being appropriated originally 
in the bill, which I believe was reduced by the gentleman’s motion 
here, and I understand him to be in favor of throwing everything 
upon the United States Government that he can, so as to relieve the 
District of Columbia of all possible expense. 

Mr. HUNTON. The gentleman has forgotten the fact that this 
item was reduced by a conference committee between the two Houses. 

Mr. COBB. Very well. 

Mr. HUNTON. It was reduced from $80,000 to $37,000 after a full 
consideration of the subject and examination of witnesses. , 

Mr. COBB. I will say to the gentleman from Virginia, in justice 
to him, that I do not speak except from my own recollection, not 
having examined the record. But my belief was that the gentle- 
man himself moved to reduce it. Whether his motion carried or not 
I will not be certain. 

Mr. HUNTON. I think that is very likely. : 

Mr. COBB. Very well. Now, as to this provision for the jail. 
This jail is within the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia and is 
provided for the admission of prisoners from the District of Colum- 
bia alone. I understand under the general law to which the gentle- 
man refers in relation to the District prisoners who are guilty of 
criminal offenses against the United States are sent to this jail just 
as they are in the districts to which he refers. They are sent to Al- 
bany or elsewhere, and it does not cost the Government of the Unite¢ 
States anything except for their transportation. When they = 
placed in that institution or any of these institutions provided for 
that purpose, the Government pays nothing whatever for their suppor 
while staying there. The Nashville prison in Tennessee, is preparing, 
I understand, to take prisoners from the United States in the same 
way. That is free of charge. All the Government of the | nited 
States has to do for a district is simply to send the prisoners to one 
of these free institutions, where they are kept without any Cos 
to the Government. These institutions take the prisoners and hire 
them out and make money out of them in that way. But, at all 
events, the Government is at no expense for their support. es 

Now, this jail is provided for in this bill. It is putin because ut , 
to all intents and purposes and in spirit and effect a District instita 
tion as much as any institution that the gentleman can mention, 
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hether it bea church or a school-house or any other building in the 
2 a “| examined that question. I looked into it minutely. I 
aed ial institution, in my judgment, extravagantly run. I found 
a, here were twenty watchmen receiving annual salaries of about 
— : ; hundred dollars each. I found the officers getting good pay. 
reel that it cost just $60,000 in round numbers to run it, and I had 
; a all the superintendent of that jail before me before I could ascer- 
n the amount that was paid to any one of these persons, for there 
-. nothing on the record to show it. I was unable to find any doc- 
ant that indicated to me what was paid to these men, and had to 
“ e te stimony to get at the facts. I called him before me to give an 
a int as to officers and watchmen and assistants and the amount 
hat they were getting. 

] found this state of things, and I acted according to the best judg- 


as 





~ 


nt | could bring to bear on the subject. I cut them down about 
--» thousand dollars, and I think this committee will believe when 
r et have heard the facts upon that question, which I do not propose 
nto pow, that I have done full justice to that institution. It 
> nearly fifty thousand dollars. It admits on the average about 





. | ; nundre ad. It has been getting $60,000 heretofore. So long as it 
© os on the hands of the Government of the United States and sup- 
Ee orted by the Government of the United States alone, there was no 
Fy omplaint:; but when it comes to the District, where it ought to come, 
a siaaae we look into the matter as we ought to do and as we have done. 
Fe ; The gentleman has referred to the District-attorney question, and I 


vill sneak of that a moment. The Secretary of the Treasury agrees 


ievigthe: Z2 


vith me about that. If I am wrong about it, after my investigation, 
«shen it will be for the committee and the House to make the correc- 
be ion. The second assistant District attorney, we believe, is not neces- 
® §cary. Heisan unnecessary appendage to the attorney’s office. I know 
: he attorney for the District has printed a brief at public expense, at 
= your expense and ming, and sent it to every member in an envelope, 


areuing that it is necessary for him to have this second assistant at- 
tarney to assist him. Ido not think such an officer is required. In 
‘his matter I proceed on the information furnished me by the Treasury 
Departme nt, which serutinizes these things very carefully. Itis there 
I go to get my facts, and that is the only place where I can get them; 
ind, in my judgment, I get the facts there correctly. They appear 
-o be frank and open and anxious to give information and advice, and 
theydoit. And] have found in every particular, from the examina- 
tion I have made, that they know what they are doing. 
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px Now, with regard to the insane asylum, Ihave a werd to say about 
> that. This bill contains—and I speak of this item because the gen- 
= tleman from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] thinks it ought not to be included 
> inthe bill—this bill contains $30,000 of an appropriation to pay for 
F the support of indigent insane of the District in the Government Hos- 
ES tal for the Insane. These indigent insane are sent there directly 
* nder the law. The reference to the law defining the classes of per- 
™ sons that should be sent from the District and elsewhere to that in- 





stitution is repeated in this bill in order to call the attention of the 
l 





= oflicers of the asylum to the Jaw, and thereby give them notice that 
™ they ought to followit. It was put in the last appropriation bill, 
® andishere repeated. That law provides that the District shall pay 
»  iorits patients sent there; and now they have got over three hun- 
® red in that institution. Dr. Godding, the superintendent of the 
a 


> asylum, in his report, whichis before me, puts the actaal cost of the 
— patients sent by the District authorities to that asylum at $89,000. 
® Some gentlemen thought that was too much. I feared that perhaps 
> Ur. Godding might be a little extravagant, and as he was under tho 
® control mainly of the Government of the United States, I did not 
= ieel disposed, if there be any extravagance in that institution, to 
= ‘mpose it on the District of Columbia. I brought the amount down 
=» +000 for that reason, leaving it $80,000 instead of $29,000 as recom- 
mended by Dr. Godding in his report. We appropriated $37,000 in 


that} 


hat last bill, which was less than one-half what was recommended 





_Mr. HUNTON. I wish the gentleman from Indiana to state to this 
House as a lawyer whether under the terms of the organic act either 
4¢ Government Asylum for the Insane or the jail is included in the 
estimates to be made by the commissioners. 

Mr. COBB. I think itis. After the examination I have made, Ido 
think so. 
; Mr. HUNTON. Does the gentleman think either is embraced within 
ue language of the organic act? 

Mr. COBB. Yes, sir; it is embraced within the language and the 
spirit of the law. 

V be TAT r i 

= HUNTON. Let me read the law again. 

» oy , a i I 

it. COBB. The gentleman need not read it again. He has read 
t » ice, and I have read it. 

= HUNTON. I ask the gentleman whether the jail was ever 

, smote te to or controlled wholly or in part by the District of 
Columbia ?” ; 

Mr. ( 

COBB. It never was. 

Mr. Hl NTON. Then it is not embraced within the law. 

- ae That is One construction. 

“rt. HUNTON. It is the very language of the law; 


straction. 

we. ’ 

Mr. COBB. 
oheers differ 


Say very fra 


it is not a con- 


I know the gentleman from Virginia and the law 
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by the Secretary of the Treasury, and also personally to me by the 
Comptroller and others. But for that, I perhaps would not have put 
itin. But I see the equity and justice of it. It is as much the daty 
of Congress to put the jail in this bill and provide for it as to provide 
for the payment of the commissioners or any other officers in the Dis- 
trict, because it is solely a District affair. District criminals go there, 
and they alone. And why should not the District pay half the ex- 
pense, instead of the Government of the United States paying 
whole? I think there can be no question about that. 

I do not care at this time to take up the time of the committee any 
further. I may have something to say about the different sections of 
the billas they are reached in the reading. If any gentleman has 
any question to ask, I shall be happy to hear it. I may say I have 
given the matters contained in this bill as careful a consideration as 
I could, ard other members of the committee have done the same. 

Mr. HUNTON. May I ask the gentleman a question ? 

Mr. COBB. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTON. I understand the gentleman from Indiana to have 
put these two appropriations into the bill against his own judgment 
and on account of the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. 

Mr. COBB. If the gentleman had listened to what I said he could 
not have so misunderstood me. I say there is no appropriation in this 
bill, and I repeat it, that is more just to the District of Columbia 
and its people than is the appropriation to maintain this jail and 
these persons at the insane asylum. 

Mr. HUNTON. I understood the gentleman to say that if left to 
himself he would not have put that in. 

Mr. COBB. I would have overlooked it perhaps, and in that way 
not put it in. 

Mr. HUNTON. But that he put it in upon the recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury and of the Comptroller. 

Mr. COBB. No, sir, not upon their recommendation, but upon my 
judgment; and I think my judgment is pretty good on this bill. 

Mr. HUNTON. That is a question to be determined. 

Mr. COBB. Iknowthe gentleman questions it. I understand that 
the gentleman is opposed to the bill, and for that reason I gave him 
time to discuss it, because I wanted to hear him upon all the points 
against the bill. I now propose to try to meet him in my own way 
as best I can, and I think I can do it. I think this bill isjust. Imay 
have made some mistakes, but they are not in these large matters. 

I think if might be well for the committee to now rise for the pur- 
pose of limiting debate, and I will make that motion. 

Mr. HUNTON. I do not think there is any need of that. 

Mr. COBB. Then I will withdraw the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. If no other gentleman desires to take part in 
the genefal debate, the bill will now be read by paragraphs for 
amendment and debate under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. COBB. I move to dispense with the first and formal reading 
of the bill. 

There was no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will now be read by paragraphs under 
the five-minute rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That the half of the following sums named respectively is hereby appropriated 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the other halt 
out of the revenues of the District of Columbia, for the purposes following, being 
the estimated expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1e#2, namely: 

FOR IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS, AND FOR CARE AND REPAIR OF BRIDGES. 

For repairs to concrete pavements, $50,000 ; for completion of New York avenue 
intercepting-sewer, $7,000 ; for repairs to macadam roadways, $5,000 ; for materials 
for permit work, $20,000; for continuation of surveys of the District of Columbia 
with reference to the extension of various avenues to the District line, $5,000; for 
Boundary street auxiliary sewer, $50,000 ; for lateral sewers, $15,000; for dredging 
James Creek Canal, $5,000; for work on sundry avenues and streets, and replace 
ment of pavements on streets named in appendixes A and B annexed to the esti 
mates of the commissioners of the District for 1*82, (being schedules of streets re 
quiring immediate attention,) $150,000 ; in all, $307,000. 

Mr. HUNTON. Task the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cons] in 
charge of this bill to permit this paragraph to be passed over for the 
present until we have completed the consideration of the remainde: 
of the bill. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to have this bill considered and acted on as 
we go along. 

Mr. HUNTON. I am sure the gentleman, like myself, will say to 
the committee that if we reduce appropriations in other parts of this 
bill this particular appropriation ought to be increased. 

Mr. COBB. I can say to the gentleman that I do not think there 
is any danger of reducing the appropriations in this bill. 

Mr. HUNTON. That is a mere matter of opinion. It can do no 
harm to pass over this paragraph for the present. 

Mr. COBB. I prefer to have the bill considered and acted upon as 
we go along. 

Mr. HUNTON. Then I have an amendment to offer. I move to 
amend lines 26 and 27, being the portion relating to the replacement 
of pavements on streets named in appendixes A and B, by striking 
out “$150,000” and inserting ‘‘$300,000,” and I make that motion for 


| reasons which I attempted to state to the Committee of the Whole 


awhile ago, that it is imposing upon the people of the District of 


as to that. I would not have put this in the bill, I will | Columbia to say that they shall not, for the space of six years, rid 


trankly to the committee, if it had not been recommended | themselves of the rotten wooden pavements in this District, which 
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are now becoming almost impassable, causing depreciation of proper- 
ty on those streets and avenues, and probably entailing disease and 
death upon the people. I am informed by Major Twining that if this 
appropriation is to be the rule on the subject, it will take six years to 
replace the wooden pavements of this District. 

Mir. BUCKNER. } desire to inquire of the gentleman whether, if 
his motion is carried, he proposes to strike out the appropriation of 
$70,000 for the high bad in another part of the bill? 

Mr. HUNTON. So far as I am concerned I am going to keep in the 
appropriation of $70,000, but to have it devoted to the building of 
common-school houses. That is the reason why I proposed to the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cons] to pass over this portion of the 
bill now, so that we can see what in the end can be appropriated for 
the replacing of these rotten wooden pavements. 

There is no gentleman here who desires to put additional burdens 
on the District of Columbia beyond what the people are now bearing. 
I want to apprgpriate all we can for the replacing of these rotten 
pavements. I think it should be greatly more than the $150,000 pro- 
vided in this bill. 

Mr. COBB. In reply to the gentleman I desire to say that if he 
will look over the schedule-—— 

Mr. DUNNELL. What is the pending amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is to increase the appropriation for replacing 
the pavements on certain streets indicated from $150,000 to $300,000. 

Mr. COBB. The object of the amendment is to increase the appro- 
vriation. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] says it is 
necessary in order to replace the rotten wooden pavements. 

He suggested awhile ago that pestilence and infectious diseases 
might spring from these pavements. I will say to him that I have 
taken the advice and opinions of those whom I conceive to be the 
best physicians in the District of Columbia as to whether or not these 
wooden pavements are injurious to health. They concur with me 
that they are not now injurious; that the only time when health is 
injuriously affected by them is when they are taken up and exposed 
to the sun when improvements are going on. 

One other thing I want to suggest tothe gentleman. The com- 
missioners for the District of Columbia do not contine themselves by 
any means to the streets for which we have made appropriations, but 
they go to the outer limits of the city and improve the streets there. 
They have improved H street where it never was improved before. 
Much of the money which we have appropriated they have expended 
upon streets that have never before been improved, and there is a 
great deal of complaint about it. I make no complaint myself, but 
I have heard such complaints, and I speak of it here because it seems 
to be a fact current among the people here. The commissioners do 
not expend the money we appropriate upon the streets thetgentleman 
talks about. 

Mr. HUNTON. How much has been expended on the other streets ? 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman cannot tell, neither can I. 

Mr. HUNTON. No, sir. But I say that this appropriation is abso- 
lutely necessary to make these streets passable. 

Mr. ROBESON. Will the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Cobs] per- 
mit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. COBB. Certainly. 

Mr. ROBESON. I see that this appropriation is for “replacement 
of pavements on streets named in Appendixes A and B annexed to 
the estimates of the commissioners of the District for 1582, (being 
schedules of streets requiring immediate attention. )” 

Now, I would like to know what are the estimates for the improve- 
ment of these streets named in Appendixes A and B, which the com- 
missioners, to whom we have intrusted this duty, say require imme- 
diate attention ? 

Mr. COBB. I will tell the gentleman. The estimate is $320,000, 
The commissioners have now $419,000, 

Mr. ROBESON. For those streets? 

Mr. COBB. Yes; in part for those streets. If the gentleman will 
allow me I willexplainto him. The schedule of streets is very large. 
As soon as the engineers have surveyed the streets and estimated the 
cost of improvements, the estimate is put into the schedule. Now, 
under a strict construction of the general law the commissioners 
would be required, in making this schedule, to include only such 
streets as can be improved, keeping within the estimated amount of 
the appropriation. This they have not done, though we make no 
complaint on that score. But as a matter of fact these Schedules A 
and B include streets which, if improved, would cost about a million 
and a half of dollars. 

{Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. ROBESON, I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
the last word. Ido this for the purpose of asking the gentleman a 
question. I would like to know whether, if this bill passes with the 
proposed appropriation of $150,000, the commissioners would be an- 
thorized to expend in “replacement of pavements on streets named 
in Appendixes A and B annexed to the estimates of commissioners of 
the District of Columbia” more than the $159,000 here appropriated. 

Mr. COBB. No, sir. 

Mr. ROBESON. Then the question recurs, without being confused 
by any other estimates or any suggestion that there is any other money 
available for this purpose, whether $150,000 is sufiicient. These com- 
missioners, who are experts upon this subject, and to whom we intrust 
the preparation of these estimates, say that $320,000 will be required. 
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Now, I would like to know upon what principle of g00d econom 

upon what principle of good government, upon what principle 7, 
examination, scientific or otherwise, it can be said that they can ‘ 
for $150,000 work which they estimate will require $320,000? 

We are here to make appropriations for this District, which js e 
mitted to our care. If the appropriation were for the district of te 
individual member of Congress, he would not dare to make such ” 
proposition ; for he would be defeated upon it by his constituent an 
the polls. But though the people of this District are powerless t 
hold us responsible, this question has been committed by the Coys, 
tution to our good faith and our broad statesmanship. Now then. 
are, as the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] states, fifteer, 
miles of rotten wooden pavements , 

Mr. HUNTON. Seventeen. 

Mr. ROBESON. Over which no man can travel with comfort a) 
in front of which no man can live with safety to his health. Now ) 
ask gentlemen of this House whether, for the sake of $150,000, we pro- 
pose to go back upon the regular estimate of these commissioners 
(who are non-partisan, who have neither personal nor political inter. 
est in this question,) and leave the citizens of Washington for t), 
next year without remedy in this matter, simply because they hay. 
no vote on this question ? 

Mr. COBB. Does the gentleman desire me to answer the quesc 
he has propounded ? 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman has the opportunity, having charg. 
of the bill. ‘ 

Mr. COBB. I willanswerthe gentleman. AsI said a while ago—! 
do not know whether it was in his hearing or not—I hold in my hay) 
a letter from the chief of the warrant division of the Treasury ]. 
partment, who, after a careful examination of the books, informs 1; 
that there is now on hand of the fund appropriated in last year’s ay 
propriation bill $419,000 ; and the gentleman from New Jersey wants 
to increase this to $700,000 or more. 

Mr. ROBESON. But the gentleman has said, in response to my 
question, that if this bill passed in the form proposed only $15),\i) 
can be spent for replacing pavements on these streets. 

Mr. COBB. In addition to what has already been appropriated, 

Mr. ROBESON. It makes no difference what appropriations ther 
are on the books of the Treasury Department if they are not applica 
ble for this purpose. 

Mr. COBB. lanswered the gentleman’s question briefly, and I had 
reference to this bill only. This bill provides for an appropriatio: 
of $150,000, I said that in pursuance of this bill only $150,000 cou\i 
be used for this purpose; but I will answer further that the commis 
sioners have in their hands to-day $419,000 for this purpose. 

Mr. ROBESON. Will the gentleman then insert in this bill a px 
vision that the commissioners may, if required, use for this purpos 
any part of that $419,000? 

Mr. COBB. No, sir; I am not willing to do that, (I answer the 
gentleman very frankly,) because I want some kind of account wit! 
regard to this great fund that is being appropriated for these pu 

»0s8eS, 

; Mr. ROBESON. Then, if the gentleman is not willing to put suc! 
a provision in this bill, he is not willing to authorize them to expen! 
that money. 

Mr. COBB. No, sir; because they do not need it. 

Mr. ROBESON. Are they not already authorized to spend it? 

Mr. COBB. They are authorized until the 30th of June next to use 
that $419,000, and after that they will be authorized by this bill, ifit 
passes in its present shape, to use $150,000. 

Mr. ROBESON. I understand this bill will take effect from the 
30th of June next. 

Mr. COBB. That is just what I say. a 

Mr. ROBESON. Now the gentleman says there is an unexpended 
balance of appropriations applicable to the purposes for which this 
estimate is made, and he says that we should not appropriate in this 
bill more than $150,000, because of this other appropriation on the 
books of the Treasury, which, under the rulings of the Treasury De- 
partment construing the laws of Congress, cannot be applied to these 
improvements during the coming fiscal year. ‘ 

Mr. HUNTON. The question of the gentleman from New Jersey 
[Mr. Ropeson] and the answer of the gentleman from Indiana [¥ 
Cosp] have, I think, conveyed to the Committee of the Whole 
erroneous idea. I understood the gentleman from New Jersey to a5 
the gentleman from Indiana the amount estimated as necessary \ 
repair the streets in Schedules A and B, Was that the gentlema.s 
question ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Yes, sir. a 

Mr. HUNTON. And the gentleman from Indiana answered 33’ 
000, as I understood. 

Mr. COBB. Oh, no; I did not answer any such thing. 

Mr. ROBESON. Iso understood the gentleman. 

Mr. COBB. One hundred and twenty thousand dollars. ia 

Mr. HUNTON. If the gentleman from New Jersey and the gent 
man from Indiana will look at the estimates as seen 1n Schedules A 
and B, they will find a different result from that stated by the latter 
gentleman. Schedule A contains all streets paved with wood anc 
requiring new pavements. 

Mr. ROBESON. What is the estimate? ai 

Mr. HUNTON. Three hundred and ninety-five thousand six 10. 

















seed and twenty-six dollars in Schedule A. In Schedule B are con- 
ad those which do not require immediate action as much as those 
mcbedule A, amounting to $604,320. Schedules A and B embrace 
‘il streets now paved with wood necessary to be replaced with hand- 
some and peautiful pavement aggregating $999,320. . 

“Wr. ROBESON. I understand for those which require immediate 

+:on and the continuance of which in their present condition not 

- “a snterfere with the comfort but threaten the health of this Dis- 
aes "$390,000 is required. 

Mr. HUNTON. I say every street mentioned in either Schedule A 
- js in the condition indicated by the gentleman. 

“Mr. ROBESON. What is it the gentleman proposes ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Three hundred thousand flollars. 

Mr. ROBESON. Why not $320,000 ? : 

Mr. HUNTON. Because Iam afraid we cannot get that much from 
che revenues of the District. 

“and I desire to say further, while I am up, that the engineer com- 
»iesioner of the District who has this work solely in charge has esti- 
ania as necessary to replace these wooden pavements on streets of 
seventeen miles in length—necessary to be done now—it will take 
£995,000, 

Mr. ROBESON, 
time. s ‘ 

Mr. HUNTON. It can be done as cheaply now as at any other time. 
The only question is what revenues of the District can be spared from 
other purposes to go on with that work now, attending first to 
Schedale A and next to those embraced by Schedule B. While there 
; absolute necessity for replacement, those in Schedule B are not so 
necessary as those in Schedule A. 

Mr. ROBESON. Only half of this comes out of the Treasury. 

Mr. HUNTON. That is all. 

Mr. ROBESON. The other half out of the property-holders of the 
District? ‘ 

Mr. HUNTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to answer one point made by the gentleman 
from Virginia. The gentleman says it is absolutely necessary to make 
these improvements in these streets embraced in the schedules re- 
ferred to. Now, I say to the committee that many of these streets 
never were improved and never will be improved until the commis- 
sioners shall determine to do so. As I said a while ago—and if the 
gentleman will only listen to me I will give him the fact—many of 
the streets embraced in these schedules have been included whether 

hey havebeenimproved or not. They contain all the streets surveyed 
and estimated for, and yet not one-half of them have any wooden 
pavements upon them. 

Mr. ROBESON. Iam willing the gentleman should limit it to re- 
placing wooden pavements. I withdraw my formal amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. HUNTON. ] 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 47, noes 45. 

Mr. COBB demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Coss and Mr. HUNTON were ap- 
pointed. 

The Committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 70, 
noes 47, 

Mr. COBB. I give notice that I shall demand the yeas and nays on 
this amendment in the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has that right. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I wish to call the yeas and nays in the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is agreed to. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I offer thisamendment. This sum of $150,000 has 
been raised to $300,000 by this amendment just carried. Now, I move 
to add the words “ of which $225,000 shall be paid from the Treasury 
of the United States.” 3 

Mr. FINLEY, I rise toa question of order. Was there a quorum on 
the last vote ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s point comes too late. 

. Mr. FINLEY. The gentleman from Pennsylvania raised the ques- 
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania simply to give notice that he would demand a vote by yeas 
and nays in the House. _ 
— FINLEY. The gentleman said also there was no quorum vot- 

Mr. ATHERTON. He immediately followed the announcement 
vith the other suggestion. 

Mr. WRIGHT. 
me, 

The CHAIRMAN. 
made the point in time 


places, 


Cee UNTON. The question was taken and was decided, and the 
after which “a mt d the result that the amendment was adopted, 
Conmuaaies a. ramendment was proposed by the gentleman from 

The CH ATRM Vg ee of a quorum, therefore, comes too late. 
make at the ‘inne aa The gentleman from Pennsylvania says he did 
Chair is } 16 the point that there was no quorum voting, and the 
s bound to take his statement. The tellers will resume their 


laces, and thos 
pe! se who have n 7 a nt " 
Cesane the tellers ot voted will be kind enough to pass 


Which can be done cheaper now than at any other 


Yes; I raised the question of quorum at the same 


As the gentleman from Pennsylvania states he 
, the Chair will direct the tellers to resume their 
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After some time the tellers reported—ayes 8, noes 5) 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB. I give notice I shall demand the yeas and nay 
amendment in the House. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Now, Mr. Chairman, I renew the amendment | 
proposed. Line 26 as amended reads ‘ $300,000." I move to amend 
by adding: 


sou tue 


Of which sum $225,000 shall be paid out of the Treasury of the United States 


I do that for this reason—— 

Mr. COBB. 
Chairman. 

Mr. RANDALL, It changes existing law. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ido not regard the amendment as changing exist 
ing law, for we are now making provision for—— 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) The law now provides that one 
half of the expenses shall be paid by the city and one-half by the Gen 
eral Government. The amendment of the gentleman contemplates a 
larger proportion being paid out of the Treasury of the United States 

Mr. HAWLEY. This may be out of order technically, under the 
language of the law, but—— 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) It is under the general law 

Mr. HAWLEY. Very well, lam perfectly willing to be very libera 
with the District of Columbia, provided we do not exercise our lil 
erality at the expense of the tax-payers and property-holders of the 
District. The law as it now exists provides that one-half of the es 
penses, as the gentleman has stated, are to be paid out of the District 
revenues and one-half by the General Government. But an exami- 
nation of this bill shows that one-half of the amount contemplated 
to be appropriated here for District expenses reaches the sum ot 
$1,637,000, which is to be paid by the tax-payers of this District. Now 
I agree with gentlemen in general, that one-half of the revenues 
being paid by the Governmentisliberal. In a certain view it is lib 
eral. But we are doing an immensity of work in this District, o1 
authorizing it tobe done—work that no community of 170,000 peo 
ple throughout the whole country would undertake to provide fo: 
in any one year; and yet we contemplate that this vast sum of 
money shall be paid by the people of this District. Our improve 
ments extend in every direction. Gentlemen will see and readil 
comprehend that we are improving beyond what would be required 
or expected in any other city of this size inthe country. We have 
our broad avenues, our beautiful parks, our handsome squares and 
triangles, our aqueduct, miles upon miles of splendid pavement, and 
many fine streets ranning out even beyond the actual settlements 
I do not regard the payment of one-half as too liberal an allowance 
under the circumstances. It is simply an act of justice. I do not 
believe that gentlemen can point to any other city in the United 
States containing a population of 170,000 that would undertake t 
expend $1,637,000 in any one year. But you require it to be done 
The tax-payers have no volition. Gentlemen desire to see this cit: 
beautified and adorned, they desire to see these old, decayed wooden 
pavements removed. So do I. There is in the bill as reported 
$150,000 provided for that purpose. There is money unexpended in 
the Treasury for the current fiscal year for that purpose. But gen 
tlemen now say thatis not enough. They want to increase that 
amount to $300,000, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am willing that this increase shall be made 
if of this extraordinary sum appropriated for this purpose $225,000 
be taken out of the Treasury of the United States, leaving the District 
to pay $75,000 as contemplated in the original bill. I am willing to 
be liberal here, but I do not wish to encourage such liberality at the 
expense of the poor tax-payers of this District. I desire to see the 
city grow. I desire to see it prosper. I am as anxious as any other 
gentleman here to see it what it ought to be. We all have,in that 
respect, a common pride, but gentlemen must remember at the sam: 
time that it is not wise toimpose too heavy burdens upon the tax 
paying power of this people; burdens that they cannot sustain and 
which, instead of promoting the growth of the city, will force then 
to remove and live in less expensive localities. Such a policy as is 
proposed here, instead of promoting the growth of the city woul 
tend rather to repress it. 

Mr. NEAL. I willstate to the gentleman from Connecticut that 
the rate of taxation is fixed by law at 1}per cent. upon the assessed 
valuation of property in the city, and outside of the city it is only | 
per cent. I venture to say there is no town in the United States, 
containing a population of 10,000 people, where the rate of taxation 
is not heavier than it is here, and therefore the burden of taxation 
of which the gentleman speaks is not felt at all as it is in other cities 

Mr. HAWLEY. Very well; let thatbeso. Admitting that the rate 
of taxation is fixed at only 1}percent., this isa proposition which looks 
eventually to the increase of that rate. At all events, this expendi 
ture will come out of the 14 per cent. tax; and there would be no 
great harm in having a surplus on hand. If we do not increase this 
to $300,000 there will be a surplus, which I imagine will not be an 
objectionable feature. 

Mr. NEAL. The result would be to raise taxation that ought to be 
reduced. 

Mr. HAWLEY. 

Mr. NEAL. 


id 
— 


I reserve the point of order upon that amendment, 


the.Speaker.) 





Then let it be reduced. 
The fact of the matter is that this city enjoys excep- 


tional privileges over any othercityinthecountry. This rate of taxa- 


sree Pere 


A 


oceehieeat ih. oie 


Saree 


i a 





Ur Perens 


wy A ERATE ITE 


aes ee ee pete 
SDS AGL Toe ah SOT 


' 4 

Ly i 
i. 

R } 

ie 

Hi 

' 

' 


Baas 


ore weer 
SAE ten sane te -mtge tS Sipe) pci 1 
ee . te P30 € es >h-tage 
ee ee ee atin es Dien 
itn ea eee - 
a OPED IE GR. “ 


»% zo 
2 ace 
j $i 
‘aaah, 
ee ak 4 
4° + at 
PP lees i 
Be 
BAL 
pees Eo 
‘is N 
se 


ee 
_— 
trex 


ani 
Ss PEEL AI II 






1Os4 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 3]. 


i 


tion was fixed after a thorough debate in the Forty-fifth Congress, 
and I am not willing to see that law changed at this time. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I call the gentleman’s attention to the fact that, 

with reference to a general provision of this kind, it is difficult, as the 
gentleman will readily perceive, to draw a comparison between rates 
of taxation in different localities. He will see that it must depend to 
a considerable extent upon how closely the assessment law is followed 
and other facts entering into it. Before forming a judgment of that 
kind I would like to know how thorough the assessment has been, or 
how nearly the appraisement of the value of property approximates 
ts true value. It isa fact, as the gentleman will doubtless admit, 
that a taxation of 14 per cent. under certain circumstances might be 
higher than a3 per cent. rate in another place and under different 
onditions. 

Mr. NEAL. I have only to say that the assessment is made here 
by sworn oflicers, whose duty it is to assess personal property and 
real estate at its trae value in money. It is the law of Ohio, and I 
presume it is so also in Connecticut. It is certainly the case in all 
Western States, and as a matter of course it depends upon the judg- 
ment and conscience of the assessor. It may be higher here or lower. 
We cannot make a comparison unless we are familiar with the prop- 
erty and the assessment rates of other cities. 

Mr. BARBER. I would like to ask the gentleman from Ohio if 
these expenses for street improvements are taken out of the general 
fond, or ievied as a special assessment? 

Mr. NEAL. Out of the general fund. 

Mr. COBB. IL insist on the point of order. 

fhe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana makes the point 
ff order that the amendment changes existing law and does not 
retrench expenditures. The Chair is of opinion the point of order is 
well taken. 

Ihe Clerk read the following: 

For Washington Asylum : For one commissioner and intendant, $1,200; one ma- 






on, $600; one visiting physician, $1,200; one resident physician, $420 ; one engi- 
neer, $600 ; one assistant engineer, $300; one overseer, 2800; one clerk, $480; one 


baker, $420; tive overseers, at $600 each; one watchman, $300 ; three watchmen, at 

2180 each; one driver, $120 ; one hostler, 860; one cook, $120; two cooks, at $60 each; 

tive nurses, at $60 each ; and for contingent expenses, including improvements, re- 
irs, provisions, fuel, forage, lumber, shoes, clothing, hardware, dry goods, med- 
nes, and miscellaneous items, $30,000 ; in all, $40,760. 

Mr. HUNTON, I offer the following amendment: 

In line 45, strike out “one” and insert ‘‘ four;” and in line 46, strike out ‘‘ three 
vatchmen, at $180;" so that it will read: *‘ Four watchmen, $300 each.’ 

Mr. COBL. I make the point of order on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the point of order? 

Mr. COBB. It increases expenditures, and there is no provision of 
law authorizing it. 

Mr. HUNTON. The amendment does not change existing law. 

Mr. COBB. It is in the direction of increasing expenditures. 

Mr. HUNTON. But an amendment must change existing law and 
not be in the interest of economy before it can be ruled out of order. 

I will explain the amendment so that it may be better understood 
whether the point of order applies. The bill as it now stands pro- 
vides for four watchmen. One of them is to be paid $300 and the 
other three $180 each. I propose to put them all on the same pay but 
not to increase the number of watchmen, so that my amendment does 
not change existing law. It keeps the bill where it was last year, as 
I understand it—four watchmen at $300 each. I see no reason why 
one watchman should receive $300 and another, doing exactly the 
same duty, should receive $150. 

Mr. COBB. I will state that this amendment does change existing 
law. The present law gives to one of these watchmen $300, and to 
the other three $180 each. That is the law now. This amendment 
increases the pay of three watchmen from $150 to $300, and therefore 
I think it comes within the inhibition of Rulo XXI. 

Mr. HUNTON. Rule XXI, as I understand it, provides that an 
amendment must involve a change of law in order to be ruled out. 
Now, the present law provides for four watchmen, and the question 
is what they shall be paid. It is not a change of law, but a question 
of compensation of oflicers already provided for. 

Mr. COBB. It is a change of law as to theirsalaries. A change of 
their pay is a change of law, and a very important change. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is of opinion if the amendment 
changes the compensation it changes existing law. The Chair is not 
advised, however, what is the compensation provided by existing law. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to understand what is the ruling of the 
Chair. The law now provides for four watchmen, and I do not un- 
derstand it to be any violation of Rule XXI to move an increase of 

ompensation for any oflicer provided by law. My amendment does 
not increase the number. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the compensation is fixed by law the amend- 
ment would change existing law. 

Mr. HUNTON, It is only fixed in an appropriation bill. 

rhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the gentleman from Indi- 
ana to say that it was tixed by law. 

Mr. COBB. There is no law fixing the compensation of these offi- 
cers except the appropriation bills. These are the only law on the 
subject. That was what I meant when I said the amendment changes 
existing law, because, as the law now exists, one of these men gets 
$300 and the others but $180. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. This question was decided the other day 


in Committee of the Whole upon a point of order raised by the 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Kerrer,] the gentleman from Kentucky fie, 
CARLISLE] being in the chair. The chairman of the Comminen 
the Whole held that an appropriation bill was the existing }; me at 
= words, the law now in existence under which these parties ; 
yaid, 

Mr. HUNTON. I never heard it ruled in Committeee of the Who} 
that where an appropriation bill provides for certain officers at a — 
tain compensation it was not in order in Committee of the Whole. 
move an increase of compensation. If you move an increase of the 
number of the oflicers you change the law. But if you merely ny = 
an increase of the compensation, you do not. There is no law xin ; 
the compensation except the appropriation bills. me 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair now understands the gentlema; 
from Indiana, he states that the appropriation act of last year fixo) 
the compensation of these officers. That is, then, the existing lay. 
Now, if this amendment changes that existing law, the Chair i. ,, 
the opinion that it is subject to a point of order. ag 

Mr. HAWLEY. I would like to be heard on that for a momey: 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The existing law to which I understood the (ha). 
to refer is only a law for this current year, and is dead on the 5 
June; having performed its office it is ended completely. The jyy 
we are making now, the bill in our hands, is the law for a period 
when without it there isnolaw. This is to be the law for the yoo 
beginning the Ist of next July. It does not change any existing |ay 
for there is no law appropriating for next year until we shall hay, 
passed this. These appropriation bills in general make appropriation: 
for but one year; and in some years a greater and in some a legs num. 
ber of officers will be required ; in one year four watchmen may }; 
wanted, in another seven, in another nine. And we are not, by pros 
viding a different number of watchmen for next year, or a differen: 
compensation, changing any existing law, because for that peri) 
there is absolutely no law. ci 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will submit the question to the coy. 
mittee without deciding the point himself. It will occupy shorter 
time to take the vote than to discuss and decide the point of order, 

The question being taken on the amendment, there were—ayes |} 
noes 40, : 

So(further count not being called for) the amendment was no: 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following: 

For the support of the indigent insane of the District of Columbia in the (jo 
ernment Hospital for the Insane in said District, as provided in sections 4843, 444 
and 4850 of the Revised Statutes, $80,000. 


Mr. HUNTON. I ofier the following amendment: 

Strike out ‘ $80,000” and insert ‘ $37,000.” 

Mr. Chairman, as I stated a while ago, the Government Hospital 
for the Insane in the District of Columbia is an institution wholly 
belonging to the Federal Government, and does not, therefore, com 
within the provisions of the organic act. The organic act says wher 
the District is called upon to support in part any of these instit- 
tions such institution must at the date of the passage of the organi 
act have belonged to or been controlled wholly or in part by the Dis 
trict of Columbia. Now there is not a pretense at all that this insti- 
tution was owned wholly or in part or controlled wholly or in part 
by the District of Columbia, and therefore it does not come within 
the provisions of the organic act. 

I made this same point last year. It was overruled, and the appr- 
priation that was demanded in the last bill was reduced to $37,W00. 
I believe the amount asked for was the same as here. 

Mr. COBB. The amount in the bill originally was $45,000. 

Mr. HUNTON. Last year, in the bill as reported from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, this item was $45,000. When the bill went 
to the Senate the item was either stricken out entirely or the amount 
greatly reduced. Inthe conference between the two Houses, aiter 
hearing all the testimony of the parties connected with this institt- 
tion and the parties opposed to this appropriation, the committee 0! 
conference put in an appropriation of $37,000 for this purpose. 

Now, while I do not think this expenditure should be a burden © 
the people of the District at all, under the terms of the organic at, 
yet as this amount was agreed upon in the conference between the 
two Houses at the last session of Congress, I do not propose to dis 
turb the agreement then reached, but ask that the appropriation ® 
now put at the amount which was agreed upon last year. I there- 
fore have moved to reduce the amount in this item from $c0,00 © 
$37,000. De 

Mr. COBB. I desire tostate that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr 
HunTON] is mistaken, I think, when he says this institution 1s ne 
controlled “in whole or in part by the District of Columbia.’ Tqooe 
the language of the organic act on that subject. By law itis made 
the duty of certain officers to act in behalf of the District ot Colum 
bia in determining the question as to who shall be sent from the i 
trict to this insane asylum. If that is not controlling the asylum & 
that extent, I do not know what provision of law could be enacte 
“to control in part” that institution. oe 

The inmates from the District of Columbia who have been sent the ‘ 
have been sent by virtue of law, under the direction of the — 
authorities, as prescribed by law. Noman or woman can be sent t 
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and charged against this District except it is done by the District au- 
= ‘ties. Therefore, under the strictest rule of construction which 
oar gentleman can apply, this provision in language and in 
cer comes clearly within the organic law. 

7 The proposed amendment is simply an attempt to force upon the 
| States Government the full cost of maintaining the inmates 


eae sent to this institution by the officials of the District of Co- 
a bia I say that ought not to be done, unless we believe that the 
ibia. ) 


‘overnment of the United States ought in equity to pay for the keep- 
os { the indigent insane of this district. 

M . CLAFLIN. Will the gentleman inform us how many inmates 
there are in this institution trom the District ? 

“Mr. COBB. I think there are three hundred and sixteen. Iought 
+o have the data before me, and if I had expected that this bill would 
a e up to-day I would have had it here. Perhaps I have it 


he » com 
have c¢ 2 : ; 
I will see, because I wish to be accurate and do not desire 


here now. 

to mislead. 3 ‘ ° : : ° : 
Mr. CLAFLIN. What is the whole number in that institution ? 
Mr, COBB. The whole number I think is eight hundred and ninety- 


Mr CLAFLIN. Something over one-third are from the District. 

Mr. COBB. Yes, sir. I think I can now refer the gentleman to 
the exact statistics. I have here a letter written by Dr. Godding, 
the superintendent of the Insane Hospital, addressed to the acting 
First Comptroller of the Treasury. It is as follows: 


GOVERNMENT HoOspiTAL FOR THE INSANE, 
Washington, D. C., November 11, 1880. 

Sip: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th in- 
stant requesting an estimate of the expense of supporting the indigent insane of 
the District of Columbia at this hospital during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
aa) 

The number of indigent insane, residents of the District of Columbia, under 
treatment in the hospital June 30, 1879, was 322; on the 30th of June, 180, it was 
445, showing an increase of a little more than 7 per cent. during the year 

It seems that I was mistaken, it was 345 instead of 316. T wanted 
to be within the correct number. 

Assuming that this rate of increase, which is rather less than that of the previous 
vear. will continue, the number on the 30th of June, 1881, will be 369, and on the 
th of June, 1882, 395, oranaverage residence of 382 for the year ending with that 
date. In addition to the above, on the 30th of June, 1880, there were under treat- 
ment in the hospital and a charge to the District of Columbia 16 non-resident in- 
sane. admitted under section 4850, title 59, chapter 4, Revised Statutes of the United 
States. There was the same number under treatment at the close of the previous 
year, and probably the average number of this class undertreatment will continue 
it about the same figure. Adding these tothe number of resident indigent insane 
of the District of Columbia, since they are all a charge to the District, the proba- 
ble average number to be supported during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, will 
be 398. ltis estimated that the cost of support, independent of the cost of new 
huildings and special repairs for each patient in the Government Hospital for the 
Insane, is $225 per annum, which would make the probable cost of supporting the 
indigent insane of the District of Columbia for the year ending June 30, 1882, 
S29, 000) 


Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 











W. W. GODDING, 
Superintendent. 
Hon. J. TARBELL, 
Acting First Comptroller, United States Treasury Department. 

Mr. HUNTON, I desire to say 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted upon the pending amend- 
ment. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to say a word or two further, and for that pur- 
pose I will move to strike out the last word. 

The committee will observe that this estimate is not based on the 
value of the buildings which the Government affords, but is the mere 
naked expense of keeping these inmates. We have perhaps a mill- 
ion and a half or two millions of dollars invested in that asylum; I 
do not know how much. There are about four hundred acres of land, 
and several large, fine buildings. As the superintendent says, this 
estimate does not include any portion of the estimates for improve- 
ments during the year 1882. 

Now if it be just that the District of Columbia should pay one-half 
of the expenses of caring and providing for its indigent insane, then 
instead of $80,000 which this bill provides for, the amount ought to 
be 5°,500, a8 estimated by the superintendent. Now, if that is wrong 
and if the Government of the United States ought to maintain the 
indigent insane from the District of Columbia, then let us do so, and 
appropriate the people’s money in order to save the tax-payers of the 
District of Columbia from bearing any portion of this expense. Let 
us do justice. 
omar Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Coss] 
Me t ane are in this asylum more than three hundred insane 
- — are chargeable to the District of Columbia. Now every 
Sentins - means the statistics of insanity must know that more 
ae — nes ee persons in a population of 175,000are largely 
th. cee - fact is that every person employed here for 
while here, ie chee 0 ~ = how temporarily, if he becomes insane 
aaa te ged to the District of Columbia. There is no justice 

equity in such a thing, 


Mr. DUNNELL. Does the gentleman mea y that every 
oo is charged wholly to the District ? ee 
anne ba he money appropriated comes half from the Gov- 
name dene a os half from the people of the District, for the 
ernment. It ie, alf the property in this District belongs to the Gov- 
ome not a matter of charity upon the part of the Govern- 

pay one-half the taxes; it is simply paying what would be 





assessed upon the property of the United States if that property were 
assessed as is the property of individuals. Last year this matter was 
thoroughly discussed in the committee, and it was agreed that a fait 
proportion of the expenses of this asylum properly chargeable to the 
District would be $37,000. It seems to me we shall do gross injustice 
to the people of the District if we impose upon them any greater 
burden than that. 

Moreover, this institution is not under the care of the District oy 
its officials; it is under the care of officers of the Government; an 
every one knows that an institution which is managed in this way i 
much more expensively managed than if under the control of indi 
viduals. That is another reason why the full proportion of these ex 
penses should not be charged to the people of this District. I trust 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia will be adopted 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to say one word in reply to the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Cons. } 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. COBB. I withdraw my formal amendment. 

Mr. HUNTON. Irenewit. The gentleman from Indiana says that 
this asylum is one of the charitable institutions of the District, and 
comes specifically within the language of the organic act. I take 
issue with the gentleman on that point. To bring it within the 
organic act, it must belong to the District or be controlled wholly 
or in part by the District. It neither wholly or in part belongs to 
the District ; nor is it wholly or in part controlled by the District. 1 
have before me the law on the subject of this Government hospital 
for the insane. I read from the Revised Statutes : 

Sec. 4838. There shall be in the District of Columbia a Government hospital for 
the insane, and its objects shall be the most humane care and enlightened curative 
treatment of the insane of the Army and Navy of the United States and of the 
District of Columbia. ; 

Then, it is provided that the chief executive officer of the institution 
shall be appointed by the Secretary of the Interior. All the officers 
are appointed by the Federal Government. Let me call the attention 
of the gentleman from Indiana also to the following provision : 

Src. 4858. All appropriations of money by Congress for the support of the hos 
pital for the insane shall be drawn from the Treasury on the requisition of the Se« 
retary of the Interior, and shall be disbursed and accounted for in all respects 
according to the laws regulating ordinary disbursements of public money. _ 

So that according to the law in force at the time that the organic 
act of June 11, 1875, was enacted, this hospital for the insane was a 
Government institution, wholly owned and wholly controlled by the 
Federal Government, and was supported by appropriations out of the 
Federal Treasury expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Interior. Therefore I am right when I say this institution is not 
one of those embraced in the organic act. 

But as the last Congress, after mature consideration by a commit- 
tee of conference which heard evidence on both sides, agreed to 
impose upon the District of Columbia the payment of $37,000 for the 
support of insane persons from this District, I do not oppose an 
appropriation of that amount; but I do oppose any appropriation 
beyond that sum. The gentleman from Indianaargues that there are 
more insane persons from this District in this asylum than would be 
supported by $37,000. Agreed; grant that he is right in that state- 
ment; but is every man temporarily in this District, (and we 
know that thousands come here every year, who vote in the States 
from which they come and are in no sense residents of the District,) 
is every man thus temporarily here on business of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and for whom that Government has provided a hospital, to 
be charged to the people of the District of Columbia when he becomes 
insane? I say that such a system does gross injustice to the people 
of this District, and I trust that no such injustice will be perpetrated. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I find on examination 
of the act under which this asylum was built, that it was erected by 
the Government and paid for out of the Treasury. I find also that 
it is controlled by the Government. The class of patients admitted 
primarily into the establisment are from the Army and Navy. Then 
under one section of the Revised Statutes it is provided that the indi- 
gent insane of the District of Columbia may be admitted. Gentle- 
men argue that this institution is controlled by the United States 
Government, not by the District. Why, sir, the District itself is con- 
trolled by the United States. 

Now I apprehend that the right thing for the United States to do 
is to provide for the support of the insave of the Army and Navy, and 
then as to the insane of the District who are admitted into this asy- 
lum, although the District did not bear the burden of building it, 
the people of the District ought by taxation to pay one-half of the 
expense of supporting such indigent insane. If I knew how many 
indigent insane of this District are in the asylum, or will be there 
during the next fiscal year, I could determine how much the District 
ought to pay. 1 listened to the report read by the gentleman from 
Indiana; and in that report it is estimated that the support of the 
indigent insane of this District—not of the Army or the Navy—will 
cost $39,000. In my opinion the people at large ought to pay one- 
half of this expense under the law, and the people of the District the 
other half. I shall not vote for this amendment; I would sooner 
vote to increase the amount of the appropriation by making it 
$39,000 instead of $80,000. 

Mr. HUNTON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. HUNTON to 
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strike out, in line 72, “$50,000” and insert “$37,000,” it was not agreed 
to, there being—ayes 23, noes 49. 

The Clerk read as follows, under the heading “ For Reform School :” 

For subsistence: For groceries, $5,000 ; for flour, $3,000; for meat, $2,000; for 
dry goods, $2,600; for leather, $600; for gas, $600; for coal, $2,160; for hardware, 
table, and wooden ware, $554; for furniture, $600; for farm implements and seed, 
#600; for harness and repairs to same, $300 ; for fertilizers, $500; for stationery and 
vooks, $300; for plumbing, painting, and glazing, $600; for medicine and medical 
attention, $600; for miscellaneous expenditures, $1,000; in al', $21,014. 

Mr. HUNTON. I move to amend by inserting at the end of the 
paragraph just read the following: 

And the board of trustees of said Reform School are hereby authorized to use 
the balance of the fund due from the trustees of Jay Cooke & Co. for the erection 
of workshops for said schools. 

Perhaps I ought to explain that this Reform School had funds on 
deposit with the banking-house of Jay Cooke & Co. at the time of 
its suspension. A portion of the amount received from the trustees 
of Jay Cooke & Co. as a dividend to the creditors of that concern 
has been appropriated for the purchase of a piece of land to be added 
to the farm of the Reform School. The trustees of that school now 
desire authority from Congress to use the balance of that fund in the 
erection of workshops. I presume there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. COBB. I understand the drift of the gentleman’s amendment. 
I have not looked into the question in regard to the debt he pro- 
poses to turn into this institution, but I am inclined to believe it is 
not necessary. This Reform School has only one hundred and fifty 
regular inmates. It has a farm of about three hundred acres belong- 
ing to it. I do not understand, unless it is necessary, why we should 
extend this institution largely for the purpose of inducing others to 
go there and be accommodated, which seems to be the desire, speak- 
ing generally in reference to all these institutions, of all those who 
are at the head of them. 

If this Committee of the Whole, Mr. Chairman, will look over the 
extent of the charitable institutions in this District and the amount 
of charities here bestowed, it will be something astonishing to their 
minds. I have gone over the field, and although I do not profess to 
be absolutely accurate in my figures, nevertheless I believe I am en- 
tirely within the limits. There are 21,935 persons who received treat- 
ment at the hands of the public in this city last year. How much 
the cold winter we are passing through will increase that number I 
am unable to say. Thirty-five thousand four hundred and seventy- 
four prescriptions were made up for others. This is something alarm- 
ing, and shows the inducement held out here, or something else to 
produce this result, which I think ought not to be increased. If we 
have 21,000 persons in this city or District who require alms at the 
hands of the Government there must be something wrong. There 
must be some cause for it. When, beside, we give 35,474 prescrip- 
tions, something must be wrong in addition. Then there are treated 
regularly 3,131 people in this city, to say nothing of Providence 
Hospital, Saint Ann’s Hospital, and other eleemosynary institutions 
in this District. These figures should be looked to. 

Now, should we extend all these charities and charitable institu- 
tions as asked for by the heads of these various institutions and 
thereby invite people to come from all the States of the Union to prey 
upon the public here? There is a dispensary here dispensing medi- 
cines to every one who may apply for them. There are other insti- 
tutions likewise dispensing medicines in this city. Take the Colum- 
bia Hospital for Women and Lying-in-Asylum. Over five hundred 
women were treated there and I have not included them in the esti- 
mate I have already given. Some gentleman here says they ought 
to be charged to Congress. [Laughter.] Well, I do not know any- 
thing about that, but 1 know they ought not to be charged to me, and 
if the gentleman wishes to assume part of the expense, it ought to be 
paid by him and not by the Treasury. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Will you take a note? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. COBB. This institution so far as the inmates are concerned 
is well managed. It has been my duty to look into it. I have done 
so. It is as economically managed as any in the city. But this in- 
crease of appropriation for these purposes serves only as an induce- 
ment to people to come here from other places and feed at the public 
expense. They certainly do come. I will not suggest a remedy but 
I will say before we appropriate money to increase the capacity of 
these reformatory and charitable institutions we ought first to look 
and see whether it is at all necessary. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HUNTON. I do not understand the speech of my friend from 
Indiana. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pending amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNTON. I move to strike out the last word. He has spoken 
of almost everything except the amendment. He has given us a very 
fine dissertation on the paupers in this District. It may be all true, 
but it has nothing to do with this amendment. The amendment 
merely authorizes the trustees of the Reform School to expend their 
own money, and does not appropriate one dollar out of the Treasury. 
It authorizes|them to expend their own money for a most proper object. 
My friend from Ohio [Mr. NEAL] and myself have been out to visit 
this Reform School, and I think we know something about it; and a 
better managed institution I do not know in connection with charities 
in the District. When these boys are out there they need workshops 
to teach them skilled labor. 


Mr. COBB. Put them on a farm. 

Mr. HUNTON. Yes, put them on afarm. Thev need work-sho 
too. You would not put them on a farm in such weather as this 
The work-shop is to employ them when the weather will not perseis 
them to work on the farm. This Reform School had money deposit d 
with Jay Cooke & Co., belonging to the school, and not to the Govern 
ment. A portion is still in the hands of Jay Cooke & Co., in divi. 
dends declared. This institution only asks power to spend its mn 
money in building work-shops. Surely there can be no objection to 
that. I withdraw my formal amendment. c r 

Mr. HUNTON’s amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For maintaining the jail: For one warden, $1,800; one physician, $1,000, deputy 
warden, $1,100; three guards, at $1,000 each ; fifteen guards, at $900 each ; one en 


gineer, at $1,000; ane assistant engineer, at $900; four firemen, at $800 each . one 
messenger, $700; two cooks, at $420 each ; in all, $27,040. ee 

Mr. HUNTON. Irise to a point of order on that portion of the 
bill. P 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HUNTON. My point of order is that it changes existing law 
and is not in the interest of economy. This point of order is raised 
for the following reasons: the twenty-first rule declares in substance 
that it is not in order to change existing law unless it be in the inter. 
est of economy. Now, Mr. Chairman, this provision is not in accord. 
ance with the existing law. Under the existing law the support of 
this jail should not be put on the District of Columbia. I beg leave 
to state, sir, to my friend from Indiana, and I think he will admit it, 
that never until now, I believe, has the attempt even been made, cer. 
tainly no appropriation bill was ever passed in this House to impose 
upon the District of Columbia the support of the jail. But this ap. 
propriation bill, in violation of the existing law, has incorporated in 
if a paragraph imposing upon the District of Columbia the support 
of the jail of the District. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to call your attention to the law gov. 
erning this case, and to show you that it is not recognized by exist- 
ing law. The organic law providing for the government of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, approved on the 11th of June, 1878, which governs 
the appropriation bills for the District of Columbia, says : 

That the cost of maintaining all public institutions of charity, reformatories 
and prisons belonging to or controlled wholly or in part by the District of Colum 
bia, and which are now by law supported wholly or in part by the District of (Co. 
lumbia or the United States. 

I read an extract from the third section of the act approved June 
11, 1878. It will be seen from that organic act, to which I desire to 
call the special attention of the Chair, that no prison or charitable 
institution can be estimated for or put into this appropriation bil! 
unless at the date of the law—the 11th of June, 1878—it was owned 
or controlled wholly or in part by the District of Columbia. That is 
the law, sir. It must have been under the control wholly or in part, 
or it must have belonged wholly or in part to the District of Colum- 
bia. Now, the gentleman from Indiana will hardly deny that up to 
this moment the jail of this District isowned entirely by the Federal 
Government, and controlled wholly by the Federal Government, and 
if that be the case, sir, this clause of the appropriation bill is in con- 
travention of the law of 1878, which specities which of these prisons 
shall be appropriated for by the District of Columbia. And if this 
appropriation is beyond the provisions of the law of 1878, then it isa 
change of existing law, and is out of order. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, I think there can be no question bu! 
that this jail is within the provision of the organic law which has 
been cited by the gentleman from Virginia. That act provides that 
institutions controlled or owned wholly or in part by the District o! 
Columbia or which are now supported wholly or in part—that is about 
the language, I believe. Now, the question is what control is meant 
by this act. 

This jail is perfectly under the control of the District of Colum 
bia or the District authorities, except in so far asthe mere management 
of it is concerned—its officers and those who superintend the prison- 
ers after they are sent there; otherwise it is under the control of th 
District. But the District authorities control every prisoner that 
goes to that jail; and I submit that is a control in part, and it is@ 
control that is perhaps more important than any other control you 
can have over that institution. Now, if that is what is meant by the 
act, and I understand it is, the judges of the District court here sen¢ 
the prisoners to that jail or take them out by their order for trial. 
They are tried or recommitted there or they are sent away, and it's 
as much a District institution, although appropriated for heretofore 
by the Government of the United States, as the public school build- 
ings in the District are. I have no desire to consume the time of the 
committee in discussing the point of order. I made the point with 
regard to the insane asylum, and I think it is good in this case. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, we are referred by the gentleman 
from Virginia on this point of order to the third section of the act 
providing for a permanent government for this city, in which eotad 
ion is made for the expenses of the government of the District, it 0°. 
ing directed that certain estimates shall be submitted for the cost 0! 
maintaining all ore institutions, charities, reformatories, and in 
ons belonging wholly or in part or controlled by the District of Co- 
lumbia. This is a jail or public prison for the District of Columbia. 
It is an institution for the District into which the District prisoners 
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That being the case it is certainly a District institution. 
are Pr ll we determine that itis not? For what useisit? Ifitis 
HOW ail for the District, then what is it? I would ask if the crim- 
A easel by authority of the District of Columbia, and not per- 
ey +g co On bail, are not consigned to that prison? Every 
rot who is sentenced to servitude or confinement in jail, made 
ict in the courts of this District under the enforcement of 
swe here for the punishment of crime in the District, or for 
servation of good order in the District, is sent to that Dis- 
‘sail, If the jail of the District is not one of the institutions of 
she pistric t, and specially named as one by the act, and is not one of 
‘he institutions authorized to be embraced in the provisions of the 
propriation bill, then I must confess that I am at a loss to know 

‘vat items could be inserted in this bill, Under the language of law 

\ clearer than that, you might appropriate out of the general Treas- 
-y for everything belonging to the District and relieve the people 
ial rely of all burdens of taxation. 

“\y, Chairman, no one more earnestly than myself opposed this law 
for the permanent organization of the government of the District of 
Columbia because of my belief in its injustice. But Congress was 
v1 pared to enact it and did enact it, and now I hope, sir, as it has 
seen enacted, that we shall not go beyond its plain intent and deter- 
mine that provision outside of the law shall be made for the support 
of institutions of the District of Columbia. , oar 

When aproposition comes before this House in relation to this city 

+ seems, as a general thing, that its extravagance insures its success. 
| have felt very often that if our constituents could be the witnesses 
of our actions, if our constituents could see the light manner in which 


ve impose burdens upon them which should be borne by others, and 


af 
e put. 


ial 


pre 
pi 


bring us to an ~~ for it, we should see less of this kind of legis- 
ati an we do. c ‘ 

pen the point of order: if language means anything, interpreted 
«ith a view to the facts to which it is applied, the jail of the District 

of Columbia is embraced in the institutions of the city for which esti- 

mates and epee ae > 7 — the law for the perma- 
ent government 0 6 District 0 olumbia. 

Mr HUNTON. I desire to say a word or two. I submit because 
wy friend from Texas is opposed to the original organic act which 
became law June 11, 1878, that does not at all affect the question of 
rder under consideration. I know that whenever that organic act 
of 1878 has been mentioned, it is to my friend from Texas like a 
sight of water to a person affected with hydrophobia. My friend 
always gets mad, I always expect him to get mad when that law is 
mentioned, but it is a law notwithstanding, and a law the justice of 
which cannot be successfully assailed, in my opinion. The question 
s whether the appropriation under consideration changes that law or 
no. 

My friend from Indiana [Mr. CoBB] admits that unless the District 
of Columbia had some interest in this jail or some control over it, it 
does not come within the organic act ; and the organic act prohibits 
‘ny appropriation for any object not embraced in its provisions. 

Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman allow me to propound a question 
to him ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COBB. I want to ask the gentleman from Virginia, if the 
District of Columbia and its authorities have the control tosend every 

erson who goes to that jail at any time, whether or not that is a 
ontrol within the spirit and letter of the organic law ? 

Mr. HUNTON. I was coming to that which was the gist of the 
gentleman’s argument. I was going to answer that and would have 
one it just as carefully and thoroughly without the question as with 

_ The gentleman from Indiana contends that unless the District of 
Volambia owned in whole or in part or controlled in whole or in part, 

uen this appropriation is a change of existing law and amenable to 
uy point of order. Now, I say, Mr. Chairman, with great respect for 
uy triend from Indiana, that not one word he has uttered here has 
“sown the slightest control of this institution by the District of Co- 
ia. He does not pretend it is owned in whole or in part, but he 
~ ‘ maintain it is controlled in whole or in part by the District. 
oe what sort of argument does he make to show it is controlled by 
‘Ae Mistrict? The District courts, he says, send the prisoners there. 
the District does not send them. The District commissioners have 

)ower to send a man to the jail, and they are the authorities of the 
~sinet. You cannot send a man to the jail of the city of Washing- 
 nuiess the courts of the District send him there, and the courts 
ah District are in no sense of the word subordinate to or con- 

, led by the commissioners. They are Federal officers appointed by 
: resident and paid out of the Federal Treasury exclusively ; and 

|. Soners sent there are sent without the consent or approbation 

washer none of the District ; and therefore there is no con- 
shole or in part persons to the jail by the District of Columbia 

T a8 . = ® 
weet ne paw Mr. Chairman, that if the commissioners had the 
the walla of tt Ge there, the very moment they entered within 
troll dby Rian authority would cease. That jail is con- 
~~ anaes a - hority, and sending a man there does not amount 
man from Indiana a ee whatever. But even if the gentle- 
toa control of the reat ht, that sending prisoners there amounted 
ourts, Federal stitution, the fact is they are sent there by the 

al officers appointed by the President of the United 
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States and paid out of the Federal Treasury. And it is singular if 
this be embraced in the organic act that no attempt was ever made 
to put the jail on the District of Columbia before. This is the very 
first time that attempt has been made. But year by year certain 
gentlemen in this House have been trenching on the provisions of 
that organic act and putting into the appropriation bills objects to 
be supported by the District of Columbia which were not in the or- 
ganic act when passed, and were not contemplated by those who 
enacted it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not think that this paragraph is liable to the 
point of order made by my friend from Virginia. He states with 
great earnestness and reiterates it that under the organic law we can- 
not compel the District of Columbia to pay any part of the expense 
of this jail. That is absolutely true. Nobody will question that. It 
needs noargument. My friend from Indiana [Mr. CoBB] who has 
charge of the bill, accepts that as existing law, and his proposition is to 
change it, and it is tochange it in the interest of economy. And how? 
Here is a prison in this District in which are kept prisoners sent by 
the courts of the District, and at this moment this Federal Govern- 
ment is paying every dollar of the expense of a jail for this District. 
The people of this country, in other words, come here with contribu- 
tions to pay the expense of every prisoner who enters that jail, sent 
there by the courts of this District. 

Mr. HUNTON. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ina moment I will. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the proposition of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana in this bill is that instead of appropriating from the Federal 
Treasury the whole amount of those expenditures, it shall be one-half. 
Therefore, to my mind, it is clear and indisputable that the propo- 
sition is in conformity with this rule, which was intended to meet 
just such propositions. Now I will hear my friend from Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTON. My friend from Georgia says the prisoners from 
the District of Columbia are sent there and therefore the people of 
the District ought to support the jail. Now, I wish to ask my friend 
from Georgia if the prisoners from his district, presided over by a 
United States district judge, are not sent to prison, and whether the 
people of that district pay for those prisoners or the people of the 

Jnited States. And I ask, in addition, if the people in your district 
do not provide for the support of their prisoners in their jails, why 
should the people in this District provide for the support of the 
prisoners in its jails? 

Mr. BLOUNT. The people of my district as a local community 
take charge of crime and punish it and pay the expenses of prisoners, 
and in local matters in this District the same thing should adhere, as 
also in regard to every other community. 

Mr. ROBESON. We have various Territories in this country that 
are governed by Federal law, and the expenses of which are paid out 
of the Federal Treasury. 

Mr. BOUCK. No, sir; the expense of enforcing territorial laws is 
paid by territorial appropriations. 

Mr. ROBESON. I have not said anything about that. 

Mr. BOUCK. No, but you were going to. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ROBESON. The District of Columbia is a Territory of the 
United States. In all the Territories the Federal Government pays 
for the support and maintenance of Federal prisoners. Now, it is ad- 
mitted that this provision in this appropriation bill-is a change of 
existing law. Nobody disputes that. If it be a change of existing 
law, then it is not in order unless it is in the interest of economy. 
That also is an indisputable proposition. 

My friend from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] meets that question, and 
says that when we reduce the appropriation from the public Treasury 
one-half it is in the interest of economy. Let us see whether it is or 
not. This bill undertakes to appropriate out of two funds over which 
the Congress of the United States has control. What it fails to 
appropriate out of one fund is taken from the other; and when it 
economizes in regard to the public Treasury fund it loads tothat extent 
the other fund which it also controls. Now, is it economy to rob 
Peter to pay Panl? If it be not so, then this provision is liable to 
the point of order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I would like to ask the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. HUNTON ] whether under existing law Federal prisoners contined 
in the jail of the District of Columbia are not now paid for by the 
Government of the Umted States? 

Mr. HUNTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SPRINGER. And we also pay for all the officers and the 
expenses of running the prison here. 

Mr. HUNTON. Now we do. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In the States, in regard to prisons outside 
of the District of Columbia, the Government pays in a like manner 
for the expense of keeping prisoners sentenced by Federal courts. 
But the expense of running the jail or the prison is paid by the State. 
In the case of the District of Columbia a distinction is made against 
the Government by requiring the Government not only to furnish 
the prison but to pay for all the officers and the expense of running 
it, and in addition to that to pay for the keeping of its own prisoners 
in its own jail. 

Mr. HUNTON. I think the gentleman from Illinois is mistaken in 
one of his statements. When a State agrees to receive Federal pris- 
oners in its prison, they make certain terms, and the Government has 
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to pay an amount equal to the expense of keeping the prisoners, in- 
cluding the cost of the institution. The State of Illinois can refuse 
to receive any Federal prisoners, but when it does receive them it 
does so npon terms satisfactory to itself. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I find the same provision in relation to Federal 
prisoners in State jails and prisons that applies to Federal prisoners 
in the jail of the District of Columbia. The law is the same in re- 
gard to both. Section 5545 of the Revised Statutes provides: 

Hereafter there shall be allowed and paid by the Attorney-General, for the sub- 
sistence of prisoners in the custody of any marshal of the United States and the 
warden of the jail in the District of Columbia, such sum only as it reasonably 
and actually costs to subsist them. 


Mr. HUNTON. 
fore it receives Federal prisoners in its prisons. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I know that, but I cannot see the justice of a 
provision requiring the Government to keep up a prison in this Dis- 
trict and to pay all the expenses of it, and then to pay for the ex- 


Each State must consent to the arrangement be- 


Mr. ANDERSON. Will the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Cob} 
consent now to a motion that the committee rise? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule upon the point of 
order. The clerk will read from the act providing 2 permanent form 
of government for the District of Columbia. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The said commissioners shall submit to the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and annually thereafter, for his examination and 
approval, a statement showing in detail the work proposed to be undertaken by 
thas during the fiscal year next ensuing, and the estimated cost thereof; also the 
cost of constructing, repairing, and maintaining all bridges authorized by law 
across the Potomac River within the District of Columbia, and also all other 
streams in said District; the cost of maintaining all public institutions of charity, 
reformatories, and prisons belonging to or controlled wholly or in part by the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and which are now by law supported wholly or in_part by the 
United States or District of Columbia; and also the expenses of the Washington 
Aqueduct and its appurtenances ; and also an itemized statement and estimate of 
the amount necessary to defray the expenses of the government of the District of 
Columbia for the next fiscal year. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is clearly of the opinion that jails are 
embraced in the phrase “ reformatories and prisons ;” and that it was 
the meaning and intention of that fundamental law that such insti- 
tutions should be provided for at the joint expense of the Govern- 
ment of the United States and of the District of Columbia. For that 
reason and in that sense the paragraph of the pending bill now in 
question is not a change of the law. 

The Chair is further of the opinion that if it were a change of law 
still it would not be subject to a point of order, for the reason that 
clause 3 of Rule XXI provides— 

Nor shall any provision in any such bill or amendment thereto changing exist- 
ing law be in order, except such as, being germane to the subject-matter of the 
bill, shall retrench expenditures by the reduction of the number and salary of the 
officers of the United States, by the reduction of the compensation of any person 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States, or by the reduction of amounts 
of money covered by the bill : Provided, That it shall be in order further to amend 
such bill upon the report of the committee having jurisdiction of the subject-mat- 
ter of such amendment, which amendment, being germane to the subject-matter 
of the bill, shall retrench expenditures. 

The Chair is of opinion that the word * expenditures” there used 
refers to expenditures of the General Government. If heretofore the 
General Government has paid the entire expense of this institution, 
and it is now proposed that it shall pay but one-half of such ex- 
pense, that would be a retrenchment of expenditures from the funds 
of the General Government. The Chair therefore is of the opinion 
that the point of order is not well taken, and overrules it. 

Mr. HUNTON. I move to strike out the pending paragraph. This 
provision is an innovation in the appropriation bills for the District 
of Columbia; and although the Chair has ruled against me on the 
point of order, I ask the Committee of the Whole to strike ont the 


-paragraph, because it is an innovation in respect to the division of 


expenditures between the District and the General Government. 
Never until now has any attempt been made (or if made, it has always 
been unsuccessful) to make the people of the District of Columbia 
pay for the support of this jail. I repeat the illustration I used 
awhileago. Take a judicial district of the United States in any of the 
States in this Union. The judge of that district sends the persons 
convicted of crime in the district to the Federal prison; every dollar 
of the expense connected with the punishment of crimes committed 
in that district, and coming within the jurisdiction of that court, is 
paid by the Federal Government. Now, I cannot for my life see any 
distinction between the support of prisoners under such circumstances 
and the support of prisoners as provided for in this paragraph. The 
adoption of the paragraph tends to impose upon the people of the Dis- 
trict additional burdens. Year by year the effort is made by some 
»yersons to increase the burdens of the District—I think improperly. 

trust it will be the pleasure of the Committee of the Whole to strike 
out this paragraph and let this jail be supported as it always has been 
“7 rted, by appropriations from the Treasury of the United States. 

© question being taken upon the motion of Mr. HUNTON tostrike 

out the paragraph, there were—ayes 42, noes 72. 

Mr. HUNTON. I call for tellers. 

No quorum having voted, tellers were ordered, and Mr. Cons and 
Mr. HUNTON were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 34, noes 94. 

Mr. HUNTON. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 





pense of keeping its own prisoners in its own prison. 
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Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Ohio. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. CONVERSE reported that the Committee of the What. 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bi!| (Lp 
No. 7035) making appropriations to provide for the expenses of the 
government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year endin. 
re 30, 1882, and for other purposes, and had come to no re solution 
thereon. , 


I move the committee rise. 


FEES, ETC., OF CUSTOMS OFFICERS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting an abstract o: 
the official fees and emoluments received by customs officers durin, 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880; which was referred to the Con. 
mittee on Ways and Means. ‘ 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a concurrent resolntio; 
of the Legislature of Kansas relative to contagious diseases of dy 
mestic animals; which was referred to the Committee on Acricultnre 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, indefinite leave of absence was granted ty 
Mr. Tay or, of Tennessee, on account of the serious illness of }jc 
wife. 

AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. COVERT, from the Committee on Agriculture, reported a )jj! 
(i. R. No. 7099) making appropriations for the Agricultural Depar;. 
ment of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1822, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, order) 
to be printed, and recommitted. 

Mr. WHITE. 1 reserve all points of order on that bill. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. ROBINSON. I ask unanimous consent that the bill (H.R. Ny 
4050) to divide the State of Louisiana into two judicial districts, 
which has been returned from the Senate with an amendment, \« 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection that order will be made, 

There was no objection. 

MRS. ELMIRA FARNSWORTH. 

Mr. CALKINS. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee o! 
the Whole on the Private Calendar be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 2635) for the relief of Mrs. Almira 
Farnsworth, and that the same be taken up for consideration. 

The bill was read. 


Mr. COFFROTH. I object. 
HOUR OF DAILY MEETING. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the House adjourn. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to give notice that in pursi- 
ance of an order adopted to-day the House will meet to-morrow, and 
thereafter for the remainder of the session, at eleven o’clock a. 1. 

The motion of Mr. SPRINGER was then agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o’clock and forty-five minutes p.m.) the House adjourmed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were laid on 
the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 
By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of soldiers of Allegheny County 
| Pennsylvania, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, relating to 
the adjudication of pension claims—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BERRY: Memorial of citizens of Benicia, California, in re- 
lation to making the present arsenal at that place a manufacturing 
and construction arsenal—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: A bill for the improvement of the Ohio River 
between Cincinnati and Louisville without expense to the United 
States—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BLAND: The petition of citizens of Missouri for a post: 
route from Rolla to Vitehy Springs, in that State—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of citizens of Wisconsin, for 0 
amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petitions of James Sowle and 50 others 
and of E, A. Price and 41 others, citizens of Clinton County, Michi- 
gan, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—to te 
Committee on Agriculture. aa 

Also, the petitions of the same parties for the passage of an 10ttl 
state-commerce bill—to the Committee en Commerce. a 

Also, the petitions of the same parties for the passage of a law tus! 
will protect innocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. : 

Also, the petition of the same parties for the passage of an income 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. ; ’ 

By Mr. CALKINS: The petition of Joseph Schuewind and others, 
tobacconists, of Laporte, Indiana, for a reduction of the tax on ciga™ 
—to the same committee. . 

Also, the petition of John Casey and others, for the establishment 
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‘st-route from Rensselaer to East Chicago, Indiana—to the Com- 

oe om wn the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

—“" CARLISLE: The petition of the Board of Trade of Louis- 
By Kentucky, for increased appropriations for the improvement of 

vantucky River—to the Committee on Commerce. _ 

ne Mr. COFFROTH : The petition of L. L. Cunningham and 41 
By for a post-route from Three Springs to Hopewell, Pennsyl- 

— the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 

Se COWGILL: The petition of 145 citizens of Jay and Black- 

‘ “+ Counties, Indiana, for a post-route from Montpelier to Bryant, 

Tndiana—to the same committee, is. re ; 

~ Mr. HORACE DAVIS: Memorial of citizens of Benicia, Califor- 

5 . relation to making the present arsenal at that place a manu- 

seatari® + and construction arsenal—to the Committee on Military 





"7 a memorial of the mayor and common council of Eureka, Cali- 
fom ‘a, asking an appropriation for the improvement of Humboldt 
Ray—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: 7 he petition of Darwin Hewens and 200 others, 
tizens of Minnesota, for the repeal of the tax on bank capital and 
Aenosits—to the Committee on W ays and Means, 

By Mr. FORT: The petition of John E. Stephenson and others, 
ainst the passage of the sixty-surgeons pension bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. : nee 
~ Also, the petition of citizens of Illinois, for legislation to prevent 
the spread of pleuro-pheumonia among cattle—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 2 ll ne oo he 

‘Ry Mr. BENJAMIN W. HARRIS: The petition of W. R. \ ining and 
others, members of D. A. Russell Post 75, Grand Army Republic, of 
Sonth Abington, Massachusetts, for the passage of amended Senate 
pill No. 496, establishing a court of pensions—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. A a 

Also, the petition ot G. Hi. Hatten, of North Attleborough, Massachu- 
setts, and 56 other soldiers of the war of the rebellion, against the 
nassage of Senate bill No. 496, and for the passage of the Geddes bill 
establishing a court of pensions—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: The petition of Joseph W. Briggs and 37 others, 
citizens of Sterling, Connecticut, for bounties and land warrants—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HILL: The petition of J. Snelbaker and others, of Swanton, 
Obio, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Alexander Mentzer and 150 others, citizens of 
Van Wert County, Ohio, for legislation to regulate charges on rail- 
roads and by express lines—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of August Dallmeyer, of Hough- 
ton, Michigan, for a reduction of the tax on cigars— to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of citizensof Wisconsin, against 
the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. LADD: The petition of Christiana Temple, for a pension—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: Joint resolution of the Legislature of New York, 
asking for the passage of a law tosuppress the disease of pleuro-pneu- 
monia or lung plague of cattle—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. McCOID: Two petitions of citizens of Iowa, of similar im- 
port—to the same committee. 

By Mr. McCOOK: The petition of 120 citizens of New York City, 
for reform in the civil service of the Government—to the Committee 
on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. McGOWAN: The petition of William Poynter and 10 others, 
citizensof Calhoun County, Michigan, against the passage of the sixty- 
surgeons pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of John A. Bausman, George 
Leonard, and others, of Germantown, Ohio, for the reduction of the 
tax on cigats—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

_By Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of Hugh Denworth and other 
Union soldiers, of Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, against the pas- 
ss the sixty-surgeons pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions, 


By Mr. MONROE: Acommunication from Wickam & Co.,of Huron, 
Ohio, in favor of a duty on fresh fish caught in Canadian waters and 
sold in the United States—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

_ By Mr. MYERS: The petition of citizens of Indiana, that a pension 
Pe granted to Captain Samuel H. Cole—to the Committee on Invalid 
ensions, 

by Mr. O'NEILL: A communication from the Board of Trade of 
Philadelphia, approving the views of the National Board of Trade 
“et forth in their memorial asking for legislation for the prevention 
<— adulteration of food and drugs—to the Committee on Agri- 

AiLuTe, 

By Mr. OVERTON: The petition of Dr. H. B. Kilborn and 30 
others, soldiers of Bradford County, Pennsylvania, against the pas- 
sage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PHILIPS: The petition of John Inman, for a pension—to 











the same committee. 

RESCOTT: Resolutions of the Legislature of New York, 

1on to suppress pleuro-pneumonia or lung plague of cat- 

: Committee on Agriculture. 

So, the petition of soldiers of New York, that soldiers discharged 
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on account of disease receive the same bounty as those disch 
on account of wounds—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAM E. SMITH: The petition of citizens of Calhoun 
County, Georgia, for a post-route from Morgan to Ward’s Station, 
Georgia—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. STEVENSON : Memorial of Dr. D. Sabin and others, citizens 
of Illinois, in relation to the payment of the public debt—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STONE: The petition of A. B. Hayes and others, citizens 
of Michigan, for legislation on the subject of interstate commerce— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for legislation that will pro- 
tect innocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Also, the petition of the same parties and 5 others, for the passage 
of an income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of George W. Germain and 28 others, citizens of 
Michigan, that the Commissioner of Agriculture be made a Cabinet 
ofticer—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR: Two petitions of citizens of Ohio, for 
the amendment of the pension laws—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. THOMAS UPDEGRAFF: The petition of Edward H.Mumby 
and 14 others, citizens of Fayette, Iowa, that soldiers discharged for 
disease receive the same bounty as those discharged on account of 
wounds—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. VOORHIS: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Paterson, 
New Jersey, favoring the passage of the Reagan interstate-commerce 
bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of citizens of Philadelphia and Del- 
aware County, Pennsylvania, for legislation to prevent the spread of 
pleuro-pneumonia among cattle—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of the board of directors of the First National 
Bank of Chester, Pennsylvania, opposing the provisions of the fund- 
ing bill reducing the rate of interest on the new United States bonds 
to be issued to 3 per cent.—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WHITEAKER: The petition of citizens of Oregon City, 
Oregon, and letter of the post-oflice inspector, asking that relief be 
granted to John M. Bacon for loss of United States money and other 
property stolen by burglars—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. YOCUM: The petition of citizens of Centre County, Penn- 
sylvania, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons pension bill—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, four petitions of soldiers and sailors of Clinton and Centre 
Counties, Pennsylvania, asking to be placed on the same footing as 
bondholders in the matter of the pay received while in the service 
of the United States—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, three petitions of citizens of Bradford County, Pennsylvania, 
against the funding of United States bonds falling due in 1380 and 
1s81—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. THOMAS L. YOUNG: The petition of J. H. Remley and 525 
soldiers and sailors of Ohio and 2,010 soldiers and sailors of the State 
of New York, for the passage of a bill granting land warrants to sol- 
diers and sailors of the war of the rebellion without condition of 
actual settlement—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of O. W. Geoffrey and 325 others, citizens of Ohio, 
of similar import—to the same committee. 


irged 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, February 1, 1881. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BuLLock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GeorGe M 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills, in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 4874) in relation to the Utah and Northern Rail- 
way Company; and 

A bil’ (H. R. No, 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring of 
the National Museum. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the joint 
resolution (8S. R. No. 143) authorizing the inspection and issue of ar 
American register to the Egyptian steamship Dessoug. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. THURMAN presented the memorial of Adam Fishel and others, 
citizens of Minerva, Stark County, Ohio, surviving soldiers of the 
war for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S 
No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
claims, and the amendments thereto; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

He also presented additional papers to accompany the bill (S. No 
2046) granting a pension to Thomas Worthington; which were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EATON presented the petition of Miss Eliza A. White, of New 
York City, praying that money forfeited on her brother’s bond be 


ee 


nit ae ge ye RE TS comer ae: 





1 
A 
Pe 
4 





j ; 
- 
anf 
ei { 
eed i) 
ei 
THe 
eae A). 
we i 
ot + 
ney 
eee 3: 
Mea $3 
Taha i | a 
et 
tet 
thy 
He | 
it) Pe 
Hi if 
Hae | 
Fes = 
1h a 
megs b 
Tea'a 


een _ ae pcm ees 


dan RS, «or 


NPS LT Ga Sali GM REL el 


aie 





TO90 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


FEBRUARY 1, 


req _imwuem 


refunded to her; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. SLATER presented additional papers to accompany the peti- 
tion of Jacob Fritz and certain citizens of The Dalles, Oregon, pray- 
ing Congress to grant him two acres of land off the northeast corner 
of The Dalles military reservation ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I present the memorial of some twenty soldiers 
during the late war, who reside in Iowa, protesting against the pas- 
sage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudi- 
cation of pension claims. I desire to say that upon reading the letter 
that accompanies the memorial from the person who sends it to me, 
Iam satisfied the memorialists wholly misunderstand the scope, pur- 

se, and effect of the bill against the passage of which they protest. 

move that the memorial lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BECK presented the memorial of William Reed and others, citi- 
zens of Hedges, Kentucky, surviving soldiers of the war for the Union, 
remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing 
for the examination and adjudication of pension claims; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of Darius A. Bolles and several 
others, citizens of Cochituate, Massachusetts, surviving soldiers of the 
war for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. 
No. 406) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
claims, and the amendments thereto ; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 59&) to restore to William G. 
Langford the possession of a tract of land in Idaho Territory, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. VOORHEES, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 1542) for the relief of Charles Clinton, of 
New Orleans, late assistant treasurer at New Orleans, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 4663) to admit free of duty one of the bells 
of Saint Michael’s chimes, Charleston, South Carolina, which has 
been sent to England to be recast, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 1607) for the relief of S. W. Fountain, re- 
ported adversely thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 1355) for the relief of First Lieutenant William H. Miller, 
reported adversely thereon ; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 832) for the relief of George P. Webster, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Royal W. Riddell, late Company C, One hundred and tifty- 
fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, praying payment of the difference 
between the compensation of a first sergeant and a first lieutenant 
from January 13, 1864, to April 20, 1865, submitted a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 2136) for the relief of Royal W. Riddell. 
The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to" be 

wrinted. 

, Mr. BURNSIDE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the petition of W. M. Beebe, jr., late captain Thirty- 
eighth Infantry, praying to be restored to his former rank and grade 
in the Army, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 1294) to enable the President to promote J. 8. Payne, a cap- 
tain in the United States Army, submitted an adverse report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was postponed indefi- 
nitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 1065) for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
Robert J. Baugness, deceased, late private ot Company I, Thirty- 
seventh Illinois Volunteers, submitted an adverse report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PLUMB. I ask that that bill be placed upon the Calendar, 
notwithstanding the adverse report. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar 
with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 1694) to repeal section 1131 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, and to reduce and fix the rank and number of officers 
in the Inspector-General’s Department of the Army, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 1967) for the relief of certain oflicers in the Medical Department 
of the United States Army, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which 
was ordered to be printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Georgie E. Stratton, widow of Franklin A. Stratton, praying 


for such legislation as will fix the naval rank of her late husband 

the time of his decease and result in giving her a pension asked E 
be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. - 

Mr. HILL, of Colorado, from the Committee on Public Lands, ¢ 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 6527) to grant to the corpor: : 
authorities of the city of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa for a 
lic uses, a certain lake known as Carr Lake, situated near said city, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon : 
which was ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom wa 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 5629) to graduate the price and dispose of 
the residue of the Osage Indian trust and diminished-reserve land 
lying east of the sixth principal meridian in Kansas, reported it with 
amendments, 

Mr. WHYTE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 364) providing for the printing of re. 
ports of the Smithsonian Institution, and for other purposes, reported 
adversely thereon; and the joint resolution was postponed inde§. 
nitely. 

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HISTORY OF THE WAR, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing, to 
which was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 149) for the print- 
ing ef 20,000 copies of the Medical and Surgical History of the War 
of the Rebellion, to report it adversely. I call the attention of tyy 
economical friend from Missouri [ Mr. COCKRELL] to these two adversy 


reports from the Committee on Printing, this and the one made by 
my friend, the chairman, [Mr. WuytTr.}] The printing proposed by 
this joint resolution would cost $120,000. a 


Mr. WITHERS. I ask that the joint resolution be placed on the 
Calendar. Ido not think that the question of economy ought to 
govern us in reference to that particular publication. It is almost 
the only publication that has ever been made by Congress for the 
benefit of the medical profession, and it is one which is of a very high 
order of merit and one which is very much sought after. It is caleu- 
lated to do a great deal of good, and although we may spend over a 
hundred thousand dollars for its republication, in my judgment it 
will be money judiciously expended. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Books are always very much sought after that 
are given away. If this book was printed and sold at the cost of 
publication, a very few thousand copies I think would answer the 
public demand, and as this is not a report from the Commissioner of 
Agriculture I hope we shall have the support of my friend from West 
Virginia, [Mr. Davis. } 

Mr. WITHERS. I will say that I have had hundreds of applica- 
tions from persons who desire to purchase the book, but it cannot be 
had by purchase. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be placed on 
the Calendar, with the adverse report of the committee. 


COUNT OF ELECTORAL VOTES, 


Mr. MORGAN. I am instructed by the Select Committee to take 
into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertaining and 
declaration of the result of the elections of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States to report back the resolution referred to 
that committee submitted by the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLS,] 
with an amendment. I ask that the resolution and the amendment 


be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution submitted by Mr. INGALLs on 
the 26th of January, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate will be ready to receive the House of Representatives 
in the Senate Chamber on Wednesday February 9, at twelve o'clock meridian, tor 
the purpose of being present at the opening and counting of the votes for Presilent 
and Vice-President of the United States. That two persons be appointed tellers 
on the part of the Senate to make a list of the votes for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States as they shall de declared; that the result shall be deliv- 
ered to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state of the vote, which 
shall be entered on the Journals, and if it shall appear that a choice hath been 
made agreeably to the Constitution, such entry on the Journals shall be deemed a 
suflicient declaration thereof. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment proposed by the com- 
mitittee will be read. 

The Curer CLERK. It is proposed to strike out all after the word 
“resolved,” and in lieu thereof to insert : 


1. That the two Houses of Congress shall assemble in the Hall of the Houseot 
Representatives on Wednesday, the 9th of February, 1881, at 12 o'clock m., an‘l the 
President of the Senate shall be the ny ofticer ; that one person be appoin 
a teller on the part of the Senate and two on the part of the House of Represent 
tives to make a list of the votes as they shall be declared ; that the result shall be 
delivered to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state of the vole 
and the persons elected, to the two Houses assembled as aforesaid, which shall be 
deemed a declaration of the persons elected President and Vice-President of. the 
United States ; and, together with a list of votes, be entered on the Journals of the 
two Houses. ; ; : 

2. That if it shall appear that any votes of electors for President or Vice-Pr si- 
dent of the United States have been given on a day other than that fixed for cast 
ing such votes by act of Congress in pursuance of the Constitution of the Unie 
States: if the counting or omitting to count such votes shall not essentially chane 
the result of the election, they shall be reported by the President of the Senate 
the following manner: : ore 

Were the votes of electors cast on the —— day of —-, 1880, to be counted, the * 
sult would be for A B for President of the United States —— votes, and waned 
for President of the United States —— votes; if not counted the result woul 
for A L for President of the United States —— votes, and for C D for argos . 
the United States —— votes, but in either event —— is elected President © 
United States. And in the same manner for Vice-President. 












Mr. MORGAN. I ask for the present consideration of the resolu- 


+ 


ir EDMUNDS. My honorable friend from Alabama asks for the 
ent consideration of that resolution. Inasmuch as my friend from 
presen ‘Mr. TELLER] and myself, two members of the committee 
ase vl the resolution has come, either were not invited or failed 
rom © ae invitations to a meeting last night, where I understand the 
to ge ates t was agreed upon, we think we should like to see it in 
erry wm we commit ourselves either for or against it. I there- 
Coa that it go over and be printed. — 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over under the rule. 
Mr. THURMAN. Before the Senator from Vermont leaves the sub- 
ot [ want to inquire what he means by speaking of a meeting last 
vse There was no meeting of this committee last night. He has 
n certainly invited to every meeting of the committee which has 
+ on held, and I think has been present at every meeting of the com- 
peered e which has been held. ‘ ; 
a EDMUNDS. 1 did not say there was a meeting of the commit- 
ee, but I said that my colleague from Colorado on the committee 
nd yyself either were not invited or failed to get our invitations to 
— ting of some body; I will add now, if there is any misunder- 
. om no of MY remark, that I understood had been held last night, 
ae amendment, as I understood, had been agreed upon. That 
xhat I said. . ‘ 
“Wt THURMAN, There was not only no formal meeting of this 
committee last night, but no meeting of the members of the com- 


mittee. 


sar} 
nit 
Lip, h 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SAUNDERS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
tointroducea bill (S. No. 2137) making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Missouri River opposite the State of 
Nebraska and the State of Iowa; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. ; ; 
; Mr. BECK asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 2138) for the relief of Harriet Ann Walker; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. WITHERS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2139) to amend “Anactto provide for the set- 
+lement of all outstanding claims against the District of Columbia, 
and conferring jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to hear the same, 
wd for other purposes,” approved June 16, 1880; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 
Mr. EATON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
itroduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 150) for the relief of Miss Eliza 
\, White; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 

ittee on the Judiciary. 
AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. BUTLER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
him to the post-route bill; which was referred to the Committee 
Post-Oftices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONAS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriations for the service 
ot the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, 
and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


CALENDAR OF HOUSE BILLS. 


Mr. HARRIS. I call for the consideration at this time of the reso- 
tion submitted by me on the 25th of January. Let it be reported. 
fhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 
lhe Chief Clerk read the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Harris on the 25th of January : 
Tes lved, That at the conclusion of the morning business for each day, unless 
pon motion the Senate shall otherwise order, the Senate will proceed to the con- 
on of House bills which have been favorably reported, and continue such 
deration until half past one o'clock ; bills to be taken up in their order upon 
¢ Calendar; and this order shall commence immediately after the call for “ con- 
rent and other resolutions.” 


_ The VICE-PRESIDENT. 








ons 


The question is on agreeing to the reso- 





EDMUNDS. I do not wish to have this resolution prevent the 
10n of the rule of the Senate that authorizes the consideration 
of a resolution offered the day before, or some day before, and which 
inder the present rules the Senator offering it or any other Senator has 
‘he right to have come before the Senate. Ido not know of any resolu- 
‘on on the Calendar of resolutions that I wish to have come before the 
Senate at this time, or any other time; but I only speak of it as a pre- 


Antion 


n that we ought to take, because it may happen every day that 
aaa resolution of extreme public or technical importance in respect 
and Sete of the Senate may be offered one day, objected to, 
Sensiee “ r ? the next. Under this order, which is peremptory, no 
util it voult have a right to do anything about it, and the Senate, 
ie this rule, would not have a right to do anything 
a oon ie a wise thing, it strikes me so, that we should try as 
those most iit . expedite business by disposing of House bills as 
do not coe thet to become laws. Still, as there is a month yet, I 
Senate neni at we ought to exclude Senate bills entirely. Take 

“© pension bills, take other Senate private bills, about which if 


perat 
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they were taken up under the Anthony rule there would be no ques- 
tion whatever, aud which still for a week or two might be sent to 
the House in time for its favorable action also. This proposed rule 
cuts out those. 

Mr. HARRIS. I think not. The Senator will allow me to suggest 
that in the case of a resolution introduced to-day, even if this order 
shall be adopted, upon the call for “ concurrent and other resolu- 
tions ” to-morrow, if I understand the rules of the Senate, it would 
be perfectly competent for any Senator to call up a resolution intro- 
duced the day before, pending that call for “ concurrent and other 
resolutions,” and demand its consideration notwithstanding the adop- 
tion of the rule that is established by the resolution that I now ask 
the Senate to pass. 

As to the consideration of Senate bills we ought to give preference 
to the consideration of bills that have passed the House and passed 
the ordeal of the consideration of a committee of this body and stand 
upon the Calendar. If we would legislate practically we certainly 
shonld give preference to the consideration of bills thus far advanced 
over the consideration of Senate bills remaining upon our Calendar 
at this late day, having after passing the Senate to go to the House 
and take their chances for consideration there. It is for these rea- 
sons that I insist upon the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President 


Mr. HARRIS. I propose to modify my resolution by adding “ sub- 
ject to the rules governing the business of the morning hour,” so 


that it will put the case of resolutions such as suggested by the 
Senator from Vermont beyond all question, so that a resolution can 
be considered under the call for “concurrent and other resolutions.” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Was the resolution reported from a committee, or 
is if a resolution of the Senator ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is a resolution introduced some days 
since by the Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He isentitled, then, to modify it, I suppose? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And the modification is made accordingly ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, It is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That of course answers the difficulty that I sug- 
gested; but I would suggest, with great deference, that it may create 
another difficulty in the opposite direction in the broad language 
that it has. If it is subject to all the rules that govern business in 
the morning hour then the rules governing business in the morning 
hour authorize the Senator from Tennessee or any other Senator to 
move (after the call for resolutions and after any Senator has had his 
right to have a previous resolution laid before the Senate) to proceed 
to the consideration of any bill on the Calendar without regard to 
the question whether it is a Senate bill or a House bill. One rule of 
the Senate as it now stands is what is called the Anthony rule. That 
rule provides for a different order of procedure. If this resolution as 
now modified is subject to all the rules and orders of the Senate it 
might be claimed by somebody that that would apply. Although I 
should not vote that way myself, because I should take the evident 
intent of it rather than the mere legal construction te guide me in 
voting about it, still it might lead to debate and dispute. 

But now to come to the main real point that my friend from Ten- 
nessee has, and I think wisely, in view, if this is the right point of 
time to have it go into effect, the case is this: We have twenty-seven 
or twenty-eight or thirty days, something like that, yet left of this 
session. It 1s desirable in justice to all parties, saying nothing now 
about general public interests, that any claims of justice and fair- 
ness that exist in favor of private suitors (if I may use such a phrase, 
and I believe it is a correct one) should be heard and considered by 
this great court of the nation. My friend from Tennessee thinks we 
ought to begin to consider a particular class of those, that is to say, 
those that have come from the House. Ata certainstage in the session 
which the joint rules, when they were in force, provided for, that 
was fixed practically or by consequence as the last three days of the 
session, because those joint rules prohibited the sending of new bills 
from either House to the other during that time; and therefore it 
would be entirely useless to take up and consider here a Senate bill 
during that time, because it could not be sent to the House of Rep- 
resentatives; but this proposes to do this thing in effect thirty days 
before the end of Congress, or twenty-six or twenty-seven working 
days before. 

I only call attention to it, because I do not belong to the responsi- 
ble majority in controlling the business of the Senate, but I do think, 
with great deference, that it would be wiser, (and I propose it for the 
consideration of my friend from Tennessee, with whose object I en- 
tirely sympathize,) to go on vigorously and fairly under the Anthony 
rule, take up unobjected cases on the Calendar, and have it under- 
stood as far as we can, without any binding obligation except that 
of good sense, that if any Senator thinks a bill needs considerable 
consideration before it shall be disposed of either way, let him object 
early, in the beginning, so as to save time and run off from our Cal- 
endar those cases that command the assent of nine-tenths, if not the 
unanimous assent of this body. If I were to fix it myself [ would go 
on for four or five days exclusively with Senate bills, of the character 
referred to in the Anthony rule, which is intended to cover the small 
vases of poor and defenseless people who have not any strong influ- 
ences to back them, yet whose claims committees report are those that 
are entitled to the justice, and of course the speedy justice, of th¢ 





if 

i 
aye 

Ae 
nt ‘ 
a4 


Hit 


cen. ie ton el 
a beibarat 


Sppuat nea eenredne destin > ich deathitapdimeabeme het ene ee 


Suh sin 


REN Scapa Nk TE Cen 


Ff ERY BM I SO BE WSR, UNC erm ae z08 


ee 


<i TIN 


RTS FTES 


aE 
x 


<== 


me 


eed epee eo Se a Flan 


saestanhs © soni 


POET ey 


reece be 


* mb 


— 


1092 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


FEBRUARY 1, 


SESE Ta aa 


Government. Having run through those we could send them over to 
the House in the hope that on the strength of the opinion of the Sen- 
ate committee as to facts the House of Representatives might be able 
to take the largest part of them from the Speaker’s table—if I do not 
violate any rule in merely speaking of processes, and I doubt if I do, 
I do not mean to, certainly—and dispose of them. Then inasmuch as 
most of the House bills would not require to be sent back at all, even 
for amendment probably, take up the House bills in the way my 
friend from Tennessee proposes. I do not make any motion; I only 
suggest it with deference to the consideration of gentlemen on the 
other side. 

Mr. HARRIS. Being satisfied as I am that at this late day of the 
session there is not a remote probability that one bill in five hundred 
that we may send to the House at this day would find consideration 
there and be finally acted upon, my resolution simply proposes to 
appropriate that amount of time between finishing the legitimate 
morning business of every morning up to one and half o’clock to the 
consideration of House bills on the Calendar, and even though we 
may have twenty-five, twenty-six, or twenty-seven working days yet 
remaining, I doubt very much whether, if every moment of the time 
that my resolution proposes to appropriate should be devoted to the 
consideration of House bills on the Calendar favorably reported, we 
should be able to more than consider, if indeed we should be able 
to consider within that time, those bills that have reached that 
advanced stage of consideration and action. 

I therefore think that the better policy is to adopt the resolution 
and devote the time that it appropriates to the consideration of House 
bills. I shall therefore ask the judgment of the Senate upon it. Of 
course I shall yield with perfect satisfaction to whatever may be the 
judgment of the Senate in that respect. 

Mr. WHYTE. I propose to offer an amendment, which is to strike 
out the words “which have been favorably reported.” There are 
some six or seven House bills on the Calendar which have not been 
favorably reported, and yet have been passed almost unanimously by 
the House. I think it would be very hard if those bills cannot have 
a hearing, when perchance they may not have been favorably re- 
ported through the action of one single person in a committee. I 
think that those bills ought to have the same chance of a favorable 
action in the body of the Senate as those that have been favorably 
reported. If the Anthony rule, so far as the limitation of five min- 
utes to each member in the discussion of the various bills, is also 
adopted with this resolution, there can be no trouble in disposing of 
those bills which were adversely reported when considering those 
favorably reported. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Maryland, which will be reported. 

The Cmier CLERK. It is proposed to strike out the words “which 
have been favorably reported;” so that the resolution will read: 

That at the conclusion of the morning business for each day, unless upon motion 
the Senate shall otherwise order, the Senate will proceed to the eanalhienion of 
House bills, and continue such considerations until half past one o'clock, &c. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I only want to add my hearty concurrence to 
this resolution, whether amended or unamended, as proposed by the 
Senator from Tennessee. We hear great complaint, as the session is 
drawing to a close, of leaving Calendar business undisposed of. The 
Calendar contains the labor of the committees of both branches of 
Congress; and looking over the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD this morn- 
ing—for I was absent alittle while yesterday evening—I observed the 
struggle which is already being made for precedence in business here 
before the Senate. I think the best way to settle that question is to 
take up the Calendar and do the business that it contains as itis there 
presented, and stick to it, 

The proposition made by the Senator from Tennessee, as I under- 
stand it, is to utilize a portion of the morning hour in this praise- 
worthy enterprise, after transacting the morning business to proceed 
directly to the Calendar and stick to it until the morning hour ex- 

vires, subject, of course, to the order of the Senate. I am very much 
impressed with the necessity of some rule of this kind, and lam very 
glad that the Senator from Tennessee has brought it forward, be- 
cause I thought something of doing so myself. There are some bills 
on the Calendar that are calling for action very loudly. I had in- 
tended, for instance, to-day at the close of the morning hour to ask 
the Senate to proceed to consider the bill reported by the Joint Select 
Committee on additional accommodations for the Library of Con- 
rress ; but I cannot antagonize the pension appropriation bill, which 

understand will be called up by the Senator from California, [Mr. 
Bootn.] But there is no measure outside of the supply of money to 
earry on the machinery of the Government more important than this 
library question, and I shall ask at a very early day that it be con- 
sidered. It is on the Calendar; it ought to have a chance. 

I hope the Senate will adopt the resolution offered by the Senator 
from Tennessee, perhaps with the modification suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Maryland. I think the best way would be to take up the 
bills sent here by the House that are on the Calendar. There is here 
and there a bill on the Calendar with an adverse report, and let it 
have its chance and be considered. I am willing for my part to favor 
an occasional night session for the consideration, for instance, of busi- 
ness relating to pensions, or something of that kind. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I am disposed to concur in a good deal 
that has been said by the Senator from Vermont, and I think it isa 


been 


little premature to take up this resolution now. Justice has not 
done to the Calendar at all, and I do not think we ought to discri: 
nate between cases at this day. I think that a week at least on,t, 
to be given to consider the Senate bills that are there, so tha. >. 
House may have an opportunity of meeting us in a reciprocal spir: 
apd passing some of our bills. Now, to take up the House Dille ns 
this time and devote the remaining portion of the session exelusiy ) 
to them, I think would be eminently unjust. Tw 

Mr. HARRIS. In the morning hour only. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Inthe morning hour. That is the , 
hour we have. There are a great many Senate bills on the Caley... 
just as meritorious as any that came from the House, and if we we, 
to devote a week to the consideration of our own bills, and after +h, ; 
take up the House bills, it would be very well, and then let the a 
meet us in an equal spirit of justice and pass on some of our bij], 

Mr. HOAR. I think if the’Senate will glance at the Calendar ani 
see what the House bills are which are upon it—there are some six 
teen or twenty in all in number—they will be satisfied that there is 
no reason whatever for giving these bills from their character anq 
importance the preference in the last days of the session. : 

Mr. BURNSIDE. There are fifty-two House bills on the Calenda, 
now. 

Mr. HOAR. The number which I named applies to those reported 
favorably, which are all that the resolution of the Senator from Tey. 
nessee applies to. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. There are fifty reported favorably and only two 
unfavorably. ; 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator must be mistaken. 
more than sixteen or twenty. 

Mr. HARRIS. There are only twenty-odd bills from the House 
on the Calendar reported favorably. The Senator from Massaehyy. 
setts is right. 

Mr. HOAR. Ina hasty running over the Calendar I found only 
sixteen, not counting House resolutions but only House bills. Those 
bills are not bills as a general rule it seems to me, if Senators wi! 
look at the Calendar, which they will consider of public importance 
enough to give to them the precious hours which remain of the session 
in preference to a great many other matters which stand on the (4. 
endar and which have been matured and perfected in the Senate. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire, after the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Maryland is acted on, to move an amendment to the resolutio: 
by inserting “and Senate bills ” after ‘‘ House,” so as to read “ House 
and Senate bills.” 

It strikes me, although the time is very short, that if we expect to 
get through with legislation at all, the important bills which have 
been reported in the Senate ought to be acted on. We ought to de- 
vote some little time to the business of our own body. Idesire to know 
what is the use of committees of the Senate meeting every morning 
and reporting bills to go to the Calendar, and then resolve that wi 
will take up nothing but House bills in the morning hour, thus de- 
priving ourselves of the opportunity of acting on bills of very great 
importance to our constituents and some of them of general character 
and importance to the whole country that stand here upon the Calen- 
dar. It strikes me that to change this rule now so as to act exclus- 
ively on bills from one House only, is rather changing the character 
of legislation in such a way as has not been done heretofore ; and cer- 
tainly it will be of no advantage and it will not advance the interests 
of the country to any considerable extent. If the bills that pass the 
Senate are to go to the House merely to lie on their table and not be 
acted on at all, and bills that come from the House are here to have 
priority over all other bills, we had just as well let one house do the 
legislation for the country, and let us sit here and act only on the 
bills sent to us. That will be the result of it, I think. 

I cannot see for the life of me any reason for this thing. I think 
we ought to go on as we usually have done, occupying the morning 
hour with such matters as are proper and as the Senate may agree 
to take up and act on, and then proceed with the regular order of the 
day; but if we take up the Calendar at all let us not make an excep- 
tion. Let us take the whole Calendar if we are to take it at all. | 
shall propose that amendment if this resolution is to be adopted that 
we shall go on with the Calendar as we come to the cases by thei? 
numbers, Senate and House bills both. ; 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, I do not think this resolution 
ought to be adopted at this time. It may be opportune at a later 
day in the session. It will be distinctly remembered that at the clo 
of the last session, at the instance of the Senator from Tennessee, ¥° 
laid aside the Senate Calendar and gave preference to the House bills, 
and went through with the Calendar of House bills which had been 
reported from our committees, to the exclusion of the Senate bills 
I hold in my hand the House Calendar for Friday, January 21, 1=*!: 
I supposed it was the last Calendar. I called for the last, and I sap 

»osed there was no later Calendar. This shows that business passe¢ 

y the Senate May 27, 1880, is upon the Speaker's table. In other 
words, the bills considered at the last session by the Senate and sent 
to the House have not even been taken from the Speaker's table. 

If we adopt this resolution now, we simply exclude from our col 
sideration all our own business and devote ourselves exclusively 
the consideration of House bills. We were calling the Calendar © 
its regular order at the last session when the Senator from Tennessee 
made this motion. I joined him then in sustaining the motion 


I think there are yo} 
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recause I thought it was right and proper, and would facilitate the 
because 
business olt 


he Senate. Now, if the Senate will confine itself to the 
meal leration of the Calendar business for a week or ten days, and 
consider: not reached the House cases on the Calendar, I will then 
we jialls join the Senator from Tennessee in taking up and consider- 
«the House cases. I think it is right and fair and just, but I do 
chink that it is premature now and too early to insist on the motion. 
“The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. The 
‘tion goes over. The Chair will lay before the Senate some 

iT nee bills for reference. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 





fhe bill (H. R. No. 4874) in relation to the Utah and Northern 
R way ( ompany Was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Cor mittee on Railroads. | | 
» bill (H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring 


sha National Museum was read twice by its title, and referred to 
~ittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
i. FARLEY. Mr. President—— 
COCKRELL. I call for the Calendar. 
+a VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is demanded, being 
opsideration of the Calendar of General Orders under the An- 
cy rule. For what purpose does the Senator from California rise ? 
“Mr. FARLEY. I rose for the purpose of making a motion to take 
: Calendar, postponing the pending order temporarily, the 
“/S No, 1210) for the relief of certain officers of the Navy. I will 
he reasons that prompt me to make this motion now. 
Me. KIRKWOOD. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 
My, PARLEY. Certainly. 
Mr, KIRKWOOD. Yesterday I gave notice that to-day, during the 
ing hour, I should desire to submit to the Senate a few remarks 
» reply to something that was said yesterday by the Senator from 
M. ssachusetts, [Mr. Dawes.] I supposed until just now that the 
ur ran until half past one o’clock, and therefore I did 
rpose. 1 think I shall not consume more than fifteen min- 


5 ‘ 


Mr. FARLEY. I will state to the Senator from Iowa that this bill 
s of considerable importance. It has already passed the Senate, was 
reconsidered and referred to the committee, and reported back again. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. There will be time enough left to get it up. 

Mr. FARLEY. My own opinion is that it will take but a few min- 

ites to dispose ol it. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I should be glad to say whatI have to say, and 
will join the Senator in getting up the bill if possible. 

Mr. FARLEY. IfI thought the bill would not be antagonized, as 

patter of course I would yield to the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I believe it is customary when a notice has 
been given of the intention of a Senator to say something to allow 

n that privilege. 

Mr. FARLEY. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from lowa allow me to call upa 
motion to reconsider, which I suppose will be disposed of in a min- 
ute. If it is not I shall yield at once. The other day I moved a 
reconsideration of the vote whereby the Senate refused to pass the bill 
(8. No. 2054) to remove the political disabilities of Richard Fatherly, 
it Arkansas, the objection being made to the form of the petition, 
an objection which I[ originally made. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Is it proposed to pass the bill now, or merely 
to enter the motion to reconsider ? 

Mr. HOAR. I have entered the motion already. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I would rather go on. 

Mr. HOAR. Iam informed that the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
GARLAND } now has a petition in three lines which seems to me to be 
in proper form, and I desire to ask that the vote rejecting the bill be 
reconsidered and the bill passed. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I would prefer to go on. If it is my privilege 
to go on, I insist on it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Iowa will proceed. 


KILLING OF BIG SNAKE. 


_ Mr. KIRKWOOD. What I intend to say to-day might well have 
been said yesterday in a very few minutes, but I did not desire to in- 
teriere with the regular order of business of the Senate, and therefore 
deferred my remarks until to-day. 

lhe Senator from Massachusetts who spoke yesterday [Mr. DAaWEs ] 
evidenced a very laudable desire to protect the honor and good name 
of our Government, claiming, as I understood him, that the preserva- 
“on of its honor and good name required an acknowledgment by it 
ot wrong whenever wrong had been done and reparation for it when 
7 could be made. I concur in that view very heartily. Ido not think 
- re is any better test of true honor, either among nations or men, 
than the acknowledgment of wrong when wrong has been done, and 
4 Teparation of that wrong so far as it is in the power of the wrong- 
doer to make reparation. I believe that; but I do not think it is 
hecessary for an individual or any of the Departments of the Govern- 
ment to be anxious to find blots upon its good name and fame and 


—anerenS ingenuity and argument to prove that it has been doing 
ong, 


It w as ec] 


aimed yesterday, as I understood the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts, that there were two things especially reprehensible in re- 
gard to the conduct of the Government toward the Ponca tribe of 
Indians. It was alleged that one of the high officers of our Govern- 
ment, the Secretary of the Interior, had forgotten to answer a reso- 
lution passed by this body asking information in regard to that mat- 
ter, and I think it was inferred that the forgetfulness was not real 
forgetfulness, but an intentional withholding of the information de- 
sired by the Senate. After having had read the resolution of inquiry 
and stated the failure of the Secretary to answer it, the Senator said: 

But the Secretary states that the answer had been already placed in the hands 
of the committee who instituted this inquiry, and his Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs not only fixes the date some nine months since, but more than intimates 
that the papers had been purposely lost by that committee, though they were 
ostensibly still seeking the information 

Now, I do not understand that either the Secretary or his Commis- 
sioner so stated. The letter of the Secretary dated the 5th of last 
month states briefly, without any explanation other than by refer- 
ence to the letter of his Commissioner, why the answer did not reach 
the Senate; and the Commissioner states this: 


I have the honor to state that by reference to the records of this oftice it appears 
that copie s of all the papers referred to were made and furnished on the Isth of 
March last 

Not furnished to the Senate, but furnished to the proper officers in 
the Interior Departmen 


And as Mr. Brooks, who was then chief clerk of the oflice, was frequently called 
as a witness before the committee of the Senate charged with investigating the 
affairs of the Poncas during that month, it is supposed that he informally took the 


papers to the committee-room pending the investigation 

And then it goes on and states that, as they cannot be found, he 
sends copies of them again. ‘There is no intimation in that, 1 think, 
that the papers had been sent by the Commissioner to the committee 
and by the committee intentionally lost. It states the mere naked 
fact asit appeared to the Commissioner and to the Secretary at the 
time. 

Further with reference to that, I tind in the testimony before our 
committee last March of the chief clerk of the Indian Burean, at that 
time acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, this question and answer: 

Q. Were you requested to furnish the committee with copies of any papers that 
might be in the Indian Office bearing upon the k ! 

A. I was; and I have them here. 

@. Do they contain anything additional to what has already been testified to be 
fore the committee ? 

A. Really, my time has been so fully occupied that I have not had time 
amine them, and cannot say whether they contain anything additional or not 

It is evident that all that is material of these papers was in the 
possession of the committee, because in the report of the committee 
itself are contained the letter of the agent in the Indian ‘Territory 
asking the arrest of this Indian, and the report of himself and the 
report of the officer by whom the arrest was attempted, in which at- 
tempt the Indian was killed. Those were left with the committee, 
and are printed in and with the report of the committee made at the 
last session of Congress. 

By examination it will be found that the resolution passed the 
Senate on the 11th day of March, and this testimony was given by 
Mr. Brooks before the committee on the 20th day of March, when he 
brought with him to the committee-room the papers that contained 
all the information of any value touching this transaction. Besides 
they had before that committee the testimony of two or three In 
dians who were present when the occurrence took place, and who 
gave, in addition to the official information we had there, oral testi 
mony upon the same subject. I do not believe that the Secretary of 
the Interior designed to withhold from this committee or from the 
Senate any information whatever upon this subject, but that the 
matter was wholly inadvertent on his part. 

When a resolution goes to the head of one of our Departments, as I 
understand, the order of proceeding is something like this: it is sent 
by the Secretary to the chief of the bureau in which the information 
may be expected to be had, and it is referred by him to one of his 
subordinates to furnish it. The papers are made out by the subordi- 
nate and laid before the chief of the bureau, forwarded to the Secre- 
tary, and by the Secretary to the Senate; and each one of these pre- 
serves a record of what has been done. The record of the Interior 
Department shows that this resolution was received, referred to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and by him to the proper oflicer to 
prepare the information. By that officer the information was given 
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and there the record stops. 
It never went into the hands of the Secretary of the Interior, and I 
have no doubt that the suggestion of the Secretary, made in his reply 
to the resolution at this session, is the literal truth, that by inad- 
vertence the papers which were intended to be sent to the Senate 
were carried by the Commissioner as a witness to the special commit- 
tee and left with that committee. 

Another thing, Mr. President. The killing of Big Snake has been 
characterized in very severe terms as a cowardly murder, and I am 
not sure but that persons reading the remarks of the Senator from 
Massachusetts would understand from them that it was a premedi- 
tated, planned, pre-arranged murder. What are the facts in regard 
to it? Big Snake may have been or may not have been the hero that 
the Senator from Massachusetts has portrayed him tobe. I shall not 
go into that. He was undoubtedly in the Indian Territory, at the 
agency there, what may be properly called insubordinate. It has 
been for a long time—how long Ido not know—a rule based upon 
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law, perhaps, (I am not sure whether it isso or not,) that Indians can- 
not leave their reservation withont permission of the agent there. 
Indians cannot go into a reservation not their own without permis- 
sion of the agent, and white men cannot do the same thing. It has 
been believed for a long time that these rules and regulations were 
necessary for the proper management and control of Indians on res- 
ervations. y 

Big Snake had applied to the agent for leave to go with his family, 
and perhaps some other Indians, to the Cheyenne and Arapaho reser- 
vation near Fort Reno, and for reasons that were good, I presume, 
that permission had been refused. Then in violation of the rule, in 
contempt of the authority of the agent, he went; and that was not 
the only time he had done the same thing in other directions. He 
placed himself there on that reservation in defiance of the authority 
of the agent, and again and again, in violation of the rules of the 
agency, of the rules of the Department, he left the reservation at his 
pleasure. Upon one occasion, when going to the Cheyenne and Arap- 
aho reservation, the agent sent an express messenger with informa- 
tion that a band of Indians were coming, and asked that they be 
arrested when they reached that reservation, and they were arrested, 
some fifty or sixty of them. In two or three days all but Big Snake 
and two others were released and allowed to go home, but they were 
kept some two or three months, when they were also released. Big 
Snake came back to the Ponca reservation and remained there,-as 
the agent says, sullen and disposed to make the other Indians insub- 
ordinate, and, as the agent says, so acting toward him as to make 
him believe that his (the agent’s) life was in danger. The Senator 
from Massachusetts says that is a mere pretense, and the pretense of 
a coward at that. That may be true; I do not know; but I am not 
willing to make against aman without knowledge the charge that he 
is either a coward or pretender. 

It has been known for a long time to Congress, I apprehend, that 
our Indian agents and our Indian department have the rules and regu- 
lations of which I speak, and which this Indian had again and again 
violated, and defiantly violated. Congress knew of the existence of 
these rules and regulations, Lapprehend. If they were wrong, why 
did not Congress repeal them or by law provide that such rules and 
regulations should not be enforced? They did not do so, and the 
rules and regulations continued for year after year, for many years, as 
the rules by which reservations were to be governed, and Congress 
acquiesced in their continuance. 

1 wish to read very brietly from the testimony of Standing Buffalo, 
one of these same Ponca Indians examined before our committee at 
that time. Itis at page 233. He applied for permission to go, and 
was refused : 

Q. Did you get the permission of the agent to go, or did you ask it ? 

A. We asked permission of the agent, but he would not give it; we asked him 
for a yo. too. s : —_ 

Q. What did you say to the agent when he refused to give you permission to go ? 

A. The agent told us that he would send word and ask the Government; but the 
Poncas did not wait for an answer, and one of the chiefs started; then the rest of 
them followed him. 

This agent was doing his duty as an agent; when application was 
made for permission to go he thought it onght not to be given and 
refused to give it, but said to the Indians, * Iwill send word and ask 
the Government ’—meaning thereby the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, I apprehend—‘ whether I should give this permission or 
not;” but the Indians, under the fead of the man who was killed, were 
determined to go, and went, defying the authority of the agent, defy- 
ing the rules and regulations pertaining in the Indian agencies, as I 
understand, and which have received at least tacitly the approval of 
Congress by not having been repealed. 

The agent, after the return of Big Snake, after he appeared among 
the tribe again for some time, believing his presence there to be in- 
jurious to the peace and quietness of the tribe, asked to have him 
arrested, and orders were sent to that end, and a lieutenant with a 
squad of men was sent from Fort Reno to the Ponca agency to arrest 
him. It was said by the Senator from Massachusetts that “the cow- 
ardly agent beguiled Big Snake into his office under a promise of the 
payment of money due, and then ordered the soldiers already there 
to take him away.” 

The Senator has allowed his feelings to run away with his judg- 
ment in this matter. The evidence shows, I think incontestably, 
that when the ofiicer arrived there with the soldiers he went, as his 
duty was, to the agent to report his presence and was informed that 
Big Snake was expected at the agency at a certain time on that day 
to reecive some money that was due to him, and he (the agent) thought 
it would be better for the officer to wait until he came and then make 
the arrest. That isthe “beguilement,” as Il understand the testimony, 
and the only beguilement there was in regard to it. When the Indian 
came, the officer came and had him told that he was there for the 
purpose of arresting him. He refused to be arrested, declaring, ac- 
cording to the testimony of an Indian who gave testimony in that 
regard—Esau—that he would rather die than be arrested and taken 
back again to Fort Reno. He was a powerful man, extraordinarily 
so, and when in obedience to the orders of the lieutenant the soldiers 
went to him to arrest him, he resisted. They took hold of him. He 
shook them off. They tried to put handcuffs upon him and were 
unable to do so. There was a general melee and scramble; the sol- 
diers tried to overpower him and he resisted. He was struck twice 
with a gun and eventually was shot. It is claimed by the soldiers 


who shot him that they were afraid of the use of a weapon by him: 
it is claimed on the other hand that he was unarmed that he } ro 
knife, and I believe that claim is correct: but the soldiers ane = 
know that. One of them, the corporal of the squad, knew the I on 
well and considered him a dangerous man, and in the strife fou 
that some of them might be injured, the man was unfortunately sn 

vo occurrence and the final unfortunate ending of it the Genter 

The struggle continued with doubtful odds untila soldier from 
arranged for the purpose put an end to it by a ball which pierce 
victim. 

Now, whether the Senator desired to be understood as Wishing 
convey the impression that this had been a pre-arranged plan befo - 
hand to kill the man, that this soldier had been stationed dhewe Sor 
the purpose, and that the struggle was a pretense to give him the op 
portunity of doing it, Ido not know. If that were the intentioy é 
the Senator from Massachusetts, I can say that he was mistaken « h 
was mistaken in the facts; and that again he has allowed his foal. 
ings in this matter to becloud his judgment. E 

I have said all, Mr. President, that I desire to say in regard to the 
two matters. There is another matter to which I will refer a 
briefly. I am not at all in the habit of noticing what may appear in 
the newspapers with regard to myself individually, but in the Ng. 
tional Republican of yesterday morning there is what purports to be 
an interview between a reporter of that paper and the Senator from 
Massachusetts, in which certain language is used that may perhaps 
refer to myself, not individually, but somewhat in a representative 
character. After speaking of what occurred at the last meeting of 
the special committee on Ponca affairs, this language is used, appa- 
rently by the Senator from Massachusetts: at 

All I desire to add is that the whole proceeding was something entirely outs 
of ail my previous experience of the conduct of congressional committee inyes 
gations or of tolerated treatment of witnesses. 7 * 

Senators may know that I have the honor of being chairman of that 
committee, and I can scarcely believe that the Senator from Massa. 
chusetts designed to reflect upon my conduct as such; and yet the 
language, it appears to me, is susceptible of precisely that construe. 
tion. Let me say a word about that examination. 

Two theories have obtained in regard to the signing of a certain 
paper by the chiefs of the Ponca tribe of Indians during the month 
of December in this city. One theory was and is that the Indians 
were brought here by the Secretary of the Interior for the purpose of 
procuring from them some such paper: that when they got here, 
either by intimidation or bribery the chiefs were induced to sign that 
paper. That is one theory. The other theory is that the Ponca tribe 
of Indians held consultations together in the Territory as long agoas 
October last, and concluded, after reviewing all the circumstances 
attending their surroundings there, that it would be better for them 
to remain in that Territory, and they instructed their chiefs to write 
to the Secretary of the Interior asking permission to come for the 
purpose of carrying that intention into effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, in the 
chair.) If the Senator will suspend, the Chair will lay before the 
Senate 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope my colleague will be allowed to proceed 
and conclude. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished business had, per- 
haps, better be laid before the Senate, and then it can be informally 
laid aside. The hour of half past one having arrived, the Chair will 
lay before the Senate its unfinished business, which is Senate bill No. 

773. There being no objection, the bill will be temporarily laid aside 
to allow the Senator from Iowa to conclude his remarks. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. In accordance, then, with the written request 
of the Ponca tribe in October last the chiefs came here, and when here, 
according to the second theory that I have mentioned, without solici- 
tation, without intimidation, without bribery, of their own free will, 
as the representatives of their tribe, they carried into effect the pur- 
pose for which they were sent here; they did the thing they were 
sent here to do. 

Now, there is a wide difference between these two statements of 
how that thing was done. If one statement be the true one, then the 
Secretary of the Interior has done a very base and dishonorable 
thing. If the other statement be the true one, he has not so done. 
When he read what purported to be extracts from the report made by 
the commission recently sent there to inquire, I suppose, in regard to 
that particular matter, he understood the report to carry with it at 
least an inference that the theory which, if true, imparts to him dis 
honor and baseness was the true theory, and naturally he would feel, 
if he were innocentof it, that that should have some explanation, and 
he therefore requested that these commissioners should be called be- 
fore the special committee and that matter inquired into. My owt 
judgment was that they should come before the committee, not wholly 
in regard to that particular transaction, but for the purpose of learn- 
ing from them, outside of anything they might have communicated i0 
their formal report, all the information that could be had from them 
touching the very truth of the matter as to the condition of these 
Indians in the Territory, and therefore I notified the Senator from 
Massachusetts and the Senator from Alabama that there would be 4 
meeting of the committee held for this purpose, and we met and had 
an examination. What the result of that examination was I shall 
not now take time to remark upon. 
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put this to say further, Mr. President, and then I shall re- | 
I may not know how to conduct an investigation | 
Senate committee. Ihave labored under the impression that 
bya’ rpose of an investigation was to arrive at the exact truth in | 
the PY e the matter investigated, and not to give color or strength | 
‘ oy particular side of it; that the purpose of a committee was to 
i v hat a witness is sworn to do, to get the truth, the whole truth, 
= ‘othing but the truth. I think Ihave the right to claim for 
¢ that during this investigation I have tried to be not an advo- 


hat I have tried to produce no particular result, but 


I have 
lieve the Senate: 


and I 
myst lf tl 


cate but a judge ;t 


repare for the use of the Senate every possible information that 
Ona be had, so that when the time comes for them to judge they 
couiu 


may jndge dispassionately and fairly what is the right thing to do. 
“Mr, DAWES. Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate but a mo- 
. The Senator from Iowa, in the conclusion of his remarks, re- 
f ferred to a matter that he deemed personal to himself, for which I 
P 6am very much obliged to him, because it gives me the opportunity to 
gay in public what I assured him in private the moment he showed 
eva the article from which he read, that my regard and esteem forthe 
; is profound and sincere, and that I neither entertained nor 
jesired to convey the idea that I had ever known anything in his ofii- 
sa) life that I could take exception to. This I assured him in pri- 


ment. 


Senator 


cla wt. ig i a. ai oe ee 
vate, and I am glad he has given me an opportunity to repeat it in 
yublic. 


What I meant to say in the paragraph which he has read, as I told 
him in private, was this: when I came into the committee-room, upon 
ion of its chairman, I found a Cabinet ofiicer, with a stenog- 

rapher, cross-examining a commission appointed by the President 

who had made the report of their doings to the President himself, and 
| ~=which report had not been made public except as extracts of it had 
appeared in the papers. 
tion was conducted was what I referred to; the fact that it was 
continued until the members of the committee were compelled to 
= hurry up into the Chamber here to cast their votes, and before the 
© examination of the witness had been concluded, and that afterward 
* without any knowledge of the committee what had been thus far tes- 
© tified by the witness under these extraordinary circumstances was 
nished by that officer in culled extracts to the Associated Press 


invitat 


fpr 
Aub 


to the Secretary of the Interior, requiring him to communicate to 
the Senate several things; one was all documents, all communica- 


| tions, all correspondence, all in his Department touching this mat- 


ter. We had before us certain documents. We could not believe 
that they were all. We could not find among them, and you do not 
tind to-day among them, the document by which the Secretary of the 
Interior requested the Army to fulfill the order emanating from his 
Indian agent to arrest and confine for his natural life this Indian, 
That communication is not here to-day. How the Army in the laud- 


| able and proper discharge of its duty was set in motion by the In 


terior Department to do this is lacking in these papers to-day. I 
wanted, and J offered the resolution calling for, all the papers. I 
wanted to see whether the Secretary of the Interior did respond with 
out question to a request of his Indian agent to send soldiers there 
to commit this man to a dungeon for his natural life, and I have not 
got it yet. That was one thing. 

Another thing that we called for which has not come was what 
action the Interior Department took over the result, which was the 
dead chief left dead and unburied where they shot him, until his 
relatives came in at night and carried his body ot! That was another 
thing; and the third and most important thing was whether the In- 
terior Department approved or condemned this work. That did not 
come, 

Sir, Inever thought for a moment, I do not think now, that 
Interior Department intentionally withheld these papers; I have 
never said it did. I did say yesterday that such inadvertences in the 
press of business might well occur, and of themselves they ought not 


the 


| to be the subject of criticism; but after all this delay, instead of the 


The manner in which that cross-examina- | 


and sent abroad over the land without the knowledge or permission | 


of the committee, and had been so presented as according to my recol- 
ection very much failed to fairly represent the testimony that had 
been given up to that time. That transaction I characterized—not 


anything that my distinguished chairman had done, but that transac- 
aracterized in these words: 


tio! 1 ¢ h 
All I desire to add is that the whole proceeding was something entirely outside 





of all my previous experience of the conduct of congressional committee investiga- | 


tions or of tolerated treatment of witnesses. 

[regret that it was said in any such way that the Senator should 
apply it to himself. I do not regret that I expressed this sentiment. 
I believe it to be true. I know that I never observed any such thing 
before, and that was all I stated. Whether it is the ordinary way of 


transacting investigations in other committees, of which I have no | 


knowledge, other committees will testify. 
I stand bere and everywhere to say that in this long examination 
the Senator from Iowa has done, according to my opinion, just what 


| although he be an Indian he is entitled to defense. 


he stated here he thought was his duty, and sought faithfully for the | 


truth and for nothing else. 
The Senator complains of the spirit in which I addressed the Senate 


yesterday, and sayathat my zeal has ran away with my judgment. | 


That may be. I do not assume to say that I am better able to master 


into history with no other charge laid to my door than that sometimes, | 


when I had seen what I thought was an outrage committed on a fel- 
low being, I struggled more than was thought wise by cooler tempera- 
ments to get an expression of opinion from officials under whose au- 
thority that outrage had been committed that would serve in history 
as a condemnation of it, I shall not trouble myself to answer any such 
accusation as that. 

The Senator says that I conveyed the idea that I charged the Sec- 


retary with intentionally withholding papers and with accusing the | 


committee of intentionally losing them, and at the same time inqnir- 
ing for them. Why, Mr. President, the Secretary forgets and my dis- | 
tinguished colleague on the committee overlooks the fact that the 
committee on the Ponca investigation was one thing, this inquiry | 
was another thing addressed to the Secretary by the Senate, not even 
originating with the committee. It was a resolution introduced into | 
the Senate, it is true, by a Senator who happened to be upon that 
committee, and he stated honestly yesterday in his speech that it 
Was suggested by documents which came into the possession of the 
Committee, and those were the documents that my friend the Senator 
irom Towa has alluded to. It was in the course of the investigations 
of that committee that the documents now alluded to by the Senator 
trom Iowa and published in the report of the committee by myself 
who made that report, suggested to a Senator in his seat here dis- 
as a Senator, the offering of a resolution, and the | 
calling upon the Secretary to sumbit to the Sen- 


charging his duty 
Senate adopted it, 
ate—— 
| Mr. KIRKWOOD. Do not forget that was the 11th of March, and 
ye stimony from which I have read was taken on the 20th. | 
t. DAWES. No, I do not forget it. The resolution was addressed | 


usual course of a resolution here calling upon the Secretary for his 
reasons for failing to answer, there was a private note that called his 
attention to it. After all that, I did think that he might omit to inti- 
mate that it was the committee, and not be, at whose door, if there 
was fault, it should be laid. That is all about that. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. Will the Senator allow me to make a remark ? 
Mr. INGALLS. If the Senator from Massachusetts is through, will 
be in order to call for the regular order ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It certainly would be 
Mr. DAWES. Iam not through. 
Mr. INGALLS. I beg pardon. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I wish to have appear what does not appear, as 
it has some bearing upon the action of this agent, a question to Esau 
the Indian and the answer to it on page 249: 

Q. Did you hear any one order the soldier to fire 

A. No, sir; but as they were trying to put the handcuffs on Big S theagent 
told the soldiers not tofire. I heard that. 


—+ 


I think the remarks of the Senator yesterday would not lead 
one to expect that that testimony had been given. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not think they would have led the Senate to 
believe that it was testified to or not testified to. I was coming to 
the matter of the character of Big Snake first. It has been intimated 
that there was some ground for fear of him and that he was an ugly 
and bad Indian. The testimony in this book that the Senator and i 
have enjoyed the privilege of carrying about for a year is ample and 
full to the genuine and true and noble character of that Indian, and 
In this book is 
the testimony of the great chief of that tribe, White Eagle, who tells 
his story about this whole transaction ; how he came in the morning 
and saw these soldiers and apprehended that there was trouble brew- 
ing somewhere; not mistrusting that any one more than another of 


any 


2 D | his devoted tribe was to be visited with the vengeance that comes in 
and control my emotions than any other Senator; but if I go down | 


the form of authority sometimes, but believing there wassome trouble, 
he made an excuse that he had lost a pony and got leave of the agent 
to go off and hunt him up. He came back at night and was told by 
his children that in his absence his associate chief had been shot in 
the office of the Indian agent and lay there weltering in his blood. 
At that time he went to the Indian agent, and I beg to read what 
vas the conversation between them. 

Mr. COKE. I do not like to interfere with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, but—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. addresses 


The Senator from Texas 


| the Senator from Massachusetts. 


Mr. COKE. lIask the Senator from Massachusetts how much longer 
this discussion is likely to continue? 


Mr. DAWES. Well, Mr. President, if that is an intimation on the 


| part of the Senator from Texas that he does not think it worth while 


for me to occupy any more attention, I will say to him that while I 
do not intend to consume time unnecessarily, and regret very much 
that this matter is forced upon the Senate, I desire to call attention 
to the fact that I have not taxed the time of the Senate on the Indian 
question till yesterday. Perhaps other Senators may have consumed 
more time. I do not know how that is. 

Mr. COKE. I do not know what the Senator says. 

Mr. DAWES. This is what I wish to read to the Senate from White 
Eagle’s testimony : 


Q. Did the agent tell you why the soldiers had come there to take off Big Snake 
Did he tell you what Big Snake had done, that the soldiers were going to take him 
otf? 

A. He told me that since Big Snake had come back he would not go to his house 

Q. To whose house—the agent's house ’ 

A. Yes, sir; and he thought that Big Snake ought to go there and see him; he 


thought that Big Snake hated him. 
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Q. Was the agent afraid of Big Snake ° soldiers Was an unwarrantable act: an act indicative of great cowardice on the 
A. I told the agent that I was with Big Snake all t time I si I never | of all parties immediately connected with it. At the time of the killing thera part 
heard him say that he hated yo I told the agent that Big Snake did not go to | ten or twelve soldiers present in the office; Big Snake was alone ond wanteen 
see him because they had had afew words before Big Snake went to visit that other | I cannot see the necessity of killing an unarmed maa, confined in a room harmed, 
tribe and was arrested I told him that Indians when they have a f words be rounded by eighteen or twenty men, a dozen or more of whom werearmed edna 
tween each other do not talk to each other for a good whil It locked to me, to put it in plain English, like a cowardly, willful murder. —, 
told hi 
Q. What did he say to that 
A. He told me that Big Snake d tcomet e him, anc 
and so he thought that Big Snake ted hi nd that he wo 
BOTTA ‘ 
@. Did he tell you that the Goverm t had authorized 
there to take off Big Snake 
A. He told me that he wrote to one of the head men, one o 
of the Ponea Indians hated bim, and he was afraid of hin oy 
sent soldiers to inquire it ‘matter 
Q. Did he sa thi hose lier | there to inquir 
\. I do not know whether t nquired not I tola th 
aske: I would hav ld } how Big Sna fel Big *& 
go and see the agent, bec: » be had arrest gy Suake an: 
for nothing Big Snake asked me to g the agent 
he w ashamed to go ar : favors of the agent himself at 
him in ja 
®. Was gy Snake a pe able Indian or an ugly one? 
1. big Snake was a ve good man, 2nd the Indians all lil 
(. Did he try to persuade the Poncas agair staying dow 
{. I do not know anything about that, whether he did or 
wanted to go back to the reservation himself 
Q. Did the soldiers bury the body of Big Snake after they . 
A. Ido not know I heard that they did not do anything 
Q. What did the Ponca peop! 
Now. I ask the Senate to indulge me long enoug 
ty ©. What did t Ponca people say about it when they hear 
§ kille 
(a: 4. After us killed I asked the agent to give me gon 
ti , callt be together—to feast on; and he gave me somet 
rae togeth« all the young men—and I told them that it would 
be £43) na very peaceful way. I told them that although we felt ve 
f ’ 3s was killed, vetif wedo not doanything bad sume good Pp 
bt 
wt 
1g 
ef 
: 
4 
E } 
be : 





wrong when they hear about it. 
: (). Did the young men want to make trouble because Big f 
; 4 \. I did not know; but I was afraid so, and so I said that 
; (). Did the young men feel very bad because Big Snake w: 
\ ig Snake was a very good man, and the tribeall thoug 

and the tribe all cried. 

Now, sir, a single word about the character oi 
4 not from myself but from another. The Senator 
; PLUMB] complained of me yesterday that I chara 
as a coward. I did not characterize him as a ec 
words of another. He was characterized as a coy 
took the words of the officials who are being de 
: not my own, and I will now read them. Mr. Ins 
whom I alluded yesterday, was sent down into tl 
to look up this man’s accounts, as I stated yesterd 
; there he made a thorough investigation of the kil 
in the way of everything else, an 


because it was 
he says: 


i epi t t ltas 








: ©. Did the killing of Big Snake have anything todo with 
a agent 
fal A. No, sir; that was not a point in question. 
eS «). Were you instructed by the Department to inquire i 
b ; attending the killing of Big Snake 
s/t A. No, sir; that matter was not specifically mentioned 
; «). You say that you have no doubt the agent was afraid 
inquire among the Indians to ascertain whether he had any 
3 this fear 
: t i A. I talked the matter over generally with both Indians ¢ 
a ’ of the opinion that the killing of Big Snake, like the remoy 
3 Dakota, was an unfortunate mistake. 
mei. 3 (). You think it grew out of the fact that the agent was afraiu v 
; ‘ g t ag asi MIO O68 ara, nosewaee ' 11> “(3 * nar > 
is : : A. Yes, sir; after his return from Fort Reno, he had very little dealings with PRINTING OF EDUCATIONAL BILL. 
f et! : the ager ‘; - imagined that + had been w aoe ot the agent, and ~ — it we Mr. BURNSIDE submitted the following resolution ; which was 
neeniy ndians, as a general rule, preter ¢ eath to confiinement—what they cail | wfarrad + _ ; A aT Does ; . 
SE ‘going to the guard-house And after Big Snake returned from his confinement, referred to the ¢ OmLmIGteC — | rinting : : : . 
; when he saw the agent, from time to time, he would point at him and remark, Resolved, That 1,000 copies of Senate bill No. 133, it being the so-called educa 
ie rs Pe-azh | tional bill, be printed 
_ ‘ Q. Is that a term of reproach GENER 1. S. GRANT 
1 A. Yes, sir; it means “mean” or “bad.” That was about all that passed be- — : a — ibe: . os ot oad 
i tween the two after Big Snake's return from Fort Reno. | Mr. LOGAN. I intended this morning, if I could do so without 
i 4 Res This Indian agent, in order to restore order among these Indians, | >see with the business of the Senate, to call up Senate bill No 
+ . , 2 . . X . Q09 - > . av aaca > a aw <« TAT anators 
i ; fe after a writ of habeas corpus had delivered this chief’s brother, had 1992 ; but the hour hav a? 5 cane 90 ae P ae a > thal 
t 4 fi caused him to be incarcerated from the 18th day of May until the 4th | © the opposite side of the Chamber who remarked the ot aa ae 
Wis f day of August, which the Senator from Iowa, in front of me [Mr. they had not had time to consider this bill. If the Senate w i ne 
eat . ALLISON ] thought meant an immediate release of all but three. that we may take it up on Thursday or on Friday, at any hour that maj 
Hy iY eas } Mr. ALLISON. Does the Senator from Massachusetts | be suggested, I shall be very glad, and then let it be disposed a 
: Mr. DAWES. | Now, do not interrupt me. some way. I do not wish to interfere with the appropriation bi's; 
Mike Mr. ALLISON. I do not want to interrupt the Senator, but—— __| but it seems to me we might take up this bill and dispose . it as 
. a ’ . . } ote , » > anise , . > al special 
: 3 Mr. DAWES. And the Senator said that the Interior Department hour at any time. If the Senate will ee we _— - it ae 
4 ie ° . . . - on . » Aaw waaw 3 av she sole ( ay 
f ie ordered all those Indians released immediately with the exception of | OTder of the day for Thursday or for I riday, I shall be Ph lav for 
5 i three. This was one of the three who was kept there from the 18th Mt done. I move that it be made the special order of the da; 
ees | day of May until the 4th of August without cause, and he had the | Phursday at que o'clock. i . 
aaa eek hardihood to say that the man who did it was mean, and that was | Mr. INGALLS. What is the bill about! . the retired 
| oe e Li | all, and for that he lost his life. li Mr. LOGAN. In regard to placing General Grant on the 
ae | : . : . : : . st. 
ee Q. Did you investigate the question whether Big Snake had really threatened | as a ae os —_ * mm . ails “@ at ) 
iB . the life of the agent or not? 9s ‘ene’ | “The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois moves that . 
4 > . 4 . | ° " ’ , ’ ‘ are / 2X- 
3S ; eR? A. That is a disputed point ; I did not trace any such threat as that to any reli- | the bill (S. No. 1992) to place Ulysses 8. Grant, late General oe 
q ; ie i aie whe fect did the killi ¢ Bie Snake } hel | President of the United States, upon the retired list of = anes . 
} ‘ jae % qQ. sat effect did the killing of Big Snake have upon the Poncas themselves— | ,.,, aaa » " sdav ° ’ k. Is there objec 8 
i re ind pri. upon their feelings toward the agency and the Government? made the Spee ial order for Thurs day at two o’cloc . 
; ae A. It had a very bad effect ; about the same effect it would have upon you or me | Hon? : 7 ‘ ( 
eat if some person was to kill a brother of ours, I think the killing of Big Snake by the Mr. HARRIS and others. There is. 
, Ba. 
ih a 
i } 














1881. 
NS 


wr EATON. I object; and for this reason: there are several 
ore of very great public importance that have already been 
ate ht before the Senate. I think that this bill which was intro- 
eens - wy friend from Illinois can wait a week without endanger- 
daced y he bill or the public, and therefore it strikes me it ought 


ing either th b 
ne to be made a special order. 


+ 


Dabs 








parr wes WY WYMOAUOL UO UII (Fl. MM. INO, OOSY) MAKING appro- 
priations for the payment of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1822. 
he bill was read. 

rhe first amendment reported by the Committe 
vas, after the word “‘ dollar,” in line 28, to insert: 
Provided, That a fee of $1, and no more, shall be = to the examining surgeon 

examination of a pensioner as provided by law, except w hen the examina- 
‘made by a board of surgeons, in which case the fees now allowed by law shall 


My 7” ’ . : 5 > q 
ais INGALLS. I move to strike out in lines 24, 25, and 26 of the 
following words : 


s discretion of the 


2 


he accrned pension due the Indian pensioners 
missioner of Pensions, be paid in installments. 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. 
te en proposed by the committee presenting the bill first. 
~. = GALLS. That does not prevent my making the motion to 
end, however. 
ihe PRESIDING OFFICER. Not at all. se dae 
Ait. INGALLS. I do not ask action on the amendment until after 
x ommittee 3 amendments have been disposed of. , 
‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. Zhe question is on the amendment 


" pees by the Committee on Appropriations, commencing on page 


a, 






i ® amendment was agreed to. 
oir, S T . ’ > : . . E ‘ 
shon} AULSBURY. Before that amendment is finally adopted, I 


adiik . : > . . 
ld like to inquire of the Senator having charge of the bill if he 


pesation for the examination. 


nent was agreed to. 

DING OFFICER. The amendment offered by the 

sas [ Mr. INGALLS] will now be reported. 

LS. The Senator from California states that the com 
to offer one other amendment before mine is acted on. 

. Ldo not know that I can characterize it as a com 

nent, although most of the members of the committee 
agreed to it, but without any formal meeting. I will 
desk that it may be read. 

DING OFFICER. The amendment proposed by the 
California will be reported. 

ARY. It is proposed to add after line 33, at the end of 
wing sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated out of any 
easury not otherwise appropriated, to supply deficienceis in th 


‘on Appropriations | 


~ vty Information that that compensation, $1, is considered a proper | 
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It has been usual to act upon the 


| 
| 


LO97 


sician in my town, of long experience and long practice, in regard to 
the matter. He said he had been examiner for a good many years 
there, and that the compensation was wholly inadequate for the duty 


required and the records he was required tomake and transmit. The 
compensation allowed, 51, was so inconsiderable that he thought it 
was not worth while to continue in the service. He held the plac: 
wcommodation to the pensioners, and not for any profit 
at it gave him « great deal of trouble for which he was 


pensated. I do not know whether that is the general 
examining surgeons or not. Perhaps the Senator « 


janation showing whether the committee considers it 


. This proviso was attached to the pension appropria 
st year, and we had information from the bureau that 


ons were just as satisfactory at $l as they had been at 
rdoubt that there are instances where 
iall, out on the whole we thought it was better to limit 
saverage service Was just as good, The Commuissionel 
so informed us that unless this limitation be 
l be compelled to ask for an increase of th 
ym. $250,000 to $375,000. It was upon that 
80 Was inserted. 

YING OFFICER. The amendment has been agreed to. 
1endment reported from the Committee on Appropria 
isert as an additional section the following 


the compensa 


put upon 
present ap 
nfiormation 








isions payable, or to be paid under this act, to pensioners who at 
utional Llome for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers shall be paid tot 
surers of said home, to be disbursed for the benetit of the pension 
tions to be established by the managers of the home ; said pay 
by the pension agent upona certificate of the proper officer of th 
nsioner is an inmate thereof and is still living. Any balance of 
h may remain at date of the pensioner’s discharge shall b 
; and in case of his death at the home, the same shall be paid t 
or children under sixteen years of age, if any there be: Provided 


rein contained shall be construed to prev« 
ion by a pensioner having neither wife, ch 


now provided by law ° 


nt an absolute assign 
ild, nor parent depend 


meen 


r the payment of inva 


1881, namely: 
for Army invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives, ir 
survivors of the war of 1812 and widows of the war of 1812, $17 
ded, That the amount expended for each of the above items shal! 
separately 
sions of invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives 
That the appropriations aforesaid for Navy pensions shall be 
ome of the Navy pension fund so far as the same may be suilicient 
And provided further, That the amount expended for each of the 
1 be accounted for separately 
xamining surgeons as provit 


lid and other pensions for the fiscal yea 


2560 


led bv tl several acts of Congress 


mr. SUUTH. I send to the desk two communications to be read, 
showing the necessity for the appropriations. Let the printed com 
munication, which is Executive Document No. 13, be first read. 
The Sec retary read as follows: : 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


Washington, December 20, 1880 


Sin: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of letter of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, setting forth the necessity for additional appropriation, for the cur 
rent fiscal year, for the Army and Navy pension fund, which I commend to your 
early and favorable consideration 

Very respectfully, 


your obedient servant 


C. SCHURZ 
Secretary of the Interior 
Hon. W. A. WHEELE! 
President of the Senate. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, PENSION OFFI 
Washington, D. ¢ December 20, 1880. 


Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to the condition of the appropria 
tions for Army and Navy pensions, and for fees of examining surgeons, for the cur 
reut year. 

The act of January 13, 1880, appropriated for these purposes as follows 


Army invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives, survivors and 
widows of the war of 1812............ se tewdahedaesd awe : $31, 475, 000 

Navy invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives....... 175, OO 

Fees of examining surgeons. .......... et nasal ies cial 101, OO 


To December 1, there had been drawn from the Army appropriation, $25,667, 331.69 ; 
from the Navy appropriation, $570,274.99 ; from fees of examining surgeons, $41,265. 
It will require not less than $5,000,000 additional to pay the Army pensions t 


March 1, and $125,000 to pay the Navy pensions to the same date, leaving the March 


and June quarterly payments and the tirst payments upon new cases which will be 
settled during the last four months of the year to be provided for. 5 

The quarterly payments of Army pensions will require $6,500,000 each, or $13, 
c 000,000 for both, and probably not less than $5,500,000 for the first 
I have heard myself from a phy- | pensions. 


pay ments to new 


7 ee ee fats 
Ne It) eee ie 


es sneak 


Shee Cee 
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Q. Was the agent afraid of Pig Snake? ae 
A. I told the agent that I was with Big Snake all the time. I said, “I never 


heard him say that he hated you.” I told the agent that Big Snake did not go to | 


see him because they had had afew words before Big Snake went to visit that other 
tribe and was arrested. 1 told him that Indians when they have a few words be- 
tween each other do not talk to each other for a good while. : sili 

. Did the agent say that he was afraid that Big Snake was going to hurt him 

A. I said to the agent that if I knew that Big Snake hated him, I would have 
told him so. 

Q. What did he say to that? c ' 

A. He told me that Gig Snake did not come to see him, and did not talk to him, 
and so he thought that Big Snake hated him, and that he would get killed by him 
some time. . 

Q. Did he tell you that the Government had authorized him to send soldiers 
there to take off Big Snake ; 

A. He told me that he wrote to one of the head men, one of the officers, that one 
of the Ponca Indians hated him, and he was afraid of him; and that the officer 
sent soldiers to inquire into the matter. 

{). Did he say that those soldiers had come there to inquire into the matter Pe 

A. I do not know whether they inquired or not. I told the agent that if he had 
asked me I would have told him how Big Snake felt. Big Snake was ashamed to 
go and see the agent, because he had arrested Big Suake and put him in jail just 
for nothing. Big Snake asked me to go and ask the agent to give him a wagon ; 
he was ashamed to go and ask favors of the agent himself after the agent had put 
him in jail. 

Q. Was Big Snake a peaceable Indian or an ugly one? : 

A. hig Snake was a very good man, and the Indians all liked him. ; : / 

(). Did he try to persuade the Poneas against staying down in the Indian Terri- 
tory? os oi } 

A. I do not know anything about that, whether he did or not. I know that he 
wanted to go back to the reservation himself. ; 

Q. Did the soldiers bury the body of Big Snake after they killed him ? 

A. I donot know. I heard that they did not doanything with the body. 

Q. What did the Ponca people- 

Now, I ask the Senate to indulge me long enough to read this— 

Q. What did the Ponca people say about it when they heard that Big Snake was 
killed? 

A. After he was killed I asked the agent to give me something—I wanted to 
call the tribe together—to feast on; and he gave me something. I got them all 
together—all the young men—and I told them that it would be best for us to live 
in a very peaceful way. I told them that although we felt very bad that Big Snake 
was killed, yet if we do not do anything bad some good people will right that 
wrong when they hear about it. 

«). Did the young men want to make trouble because Big Snake was killed ? 

\. Ldid not know; but I was afraid so, and so I said that to them. 

«). Did the young men feel very bad because Big Snake was killed? ; 

A. Big Snake was a very good man, and the tribeall thought a great deal of him, 
and the tribe all cried. 


Now, sir, a single word about the character of this transaction, 
not from myself but from another. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. 
PLUMB] complained of me yesterday that I characterized this agent 
as a coward. I did not characterize him as a coward; I used the 
words of another. He was characterized as a coward, not by me; I 
took the words of the officials who are being defended to-day and 
not my own, and I will now read them. Mr. Inspector Pollock, to 
whom I alluded yesterday, was sent down into the Indian Territory 
to look up this man’s accounts, as I stated yesterday. When he went 
there he made a thorough investigation of the killing of Big Snake, 
because it was in the way of everything else, and I will read what 
he says: 

Q. Did the killing of Big Snake have anything todo with your suspension of the 
agent! 

A. No, sir; that was not a point in question. 

Q. Were you instructed by the Department to inquire into the circumstances 
attending the killing of Big Snake? 

A. No, sir; that matter was not specifically mentioned. 

Q. You say that you have no doubt the agent was afraid of Big Snake; did you 
inquire amoung the Indians to ascertain whether he had any reasonable grounds for 
this fear? 

A. I talked the matter over generally with both Indians and white people. Iam 
of the opinion that the killing of Big Snake, like the removal of the Poncas from 
Dakota, was an unfortunate mistake. 

Q. You think it grew out of the fact that the agent was afraid of Big Snake ? 

A. Yes, sir; after his return from Fort Reno, he had very little dealings with 
the agent; he imagined that he had been wronged by the agent, and he felt it very 
keenly. Indians, as a general rule, ee death to confinement—what they call 
“ going to the guard-house.”” And after Big Snake returned from his confinement, 
when he saw the agent, from time to time, he would point at him and remark, 
* Pe-azh.” 

Q. Is that a term of reproach ? 

A. Yes, sir; it means ‘mean or “bad.” That was about all that passed be- 
tween the two after Big Snake's return from Fort Reno. 

This Indian agent, in order to restore order among these Indians, 
after a writ of habeas corpus had delivered this chief’s brother, had 
caused him to be incarcerated from the 18th day of May until the 4th 
day of August, which the Senator from Iowa,in front of me [Mr. 
ALLISON] thought meant an immediate release of all but three. 

Mr. ALLISON. Does the Senator from Massachusetts—— 

Mr. DAWES. Now, do not interrupt me. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not want to interrupt the Senator, but—— 

Mr. DAWES. And the Senator said that the Interior Department 
ordered all those Indians released immediately with the exception of 
three. This was one of the three who was kept there from the 18th 
day of May until the 4th of August without cause, and he had the 
hardihood to say that the man who did it was mean, and that was 
all, and for that he lost his life. 

Q. Did you investigate the question whether Big Snake had really threatened 
the life of the agent or not? 

A. That is a disputed point ; I did not trace any such threat as that to any reli- 
able source. 

Q. What effect did the killing of Big Snake have upon the Poncas themselves— 
upon their feelings toward the agency and the Government ! 

A. It had a very bad effect; about the same effect it would have upon you or me 
if some person was to kil] a brother of ours. I think the killing of Big Snake by the 


| soldiers was an unwarrantable act ; an act indicative of great cowardice on the 
| of all parties immediately connected with it. At the time of the killing there 


| from Iowa, [Mr. Kirkwoop,] that Esau heard some one tell 
| dier not to fire. The agent testified in another place that he told the 


fied also that the soldier stood there with his gun aimed at the 


| be reason for it. 





Part 
ten or twelve soldiers present in the office; Big Snake was alone and un Wers 
I cannot see the necessity of killing an unarmed maa, confined in a room alo 
rounded by eighteen or twenty men, a dozen or more of whom were armed ald a 
It locked fo me, to put it in plain English, like a cowardly, willfal murder 


I did not intend to characterize that transaction beyond what the 


| record in possession of the Senate justified me in doing. 


Now, sir, one word upon the evidence just repeated by the Senator 


& sol. 
soldier not to fire unless he thought there was danger, and he test}. 
a” head 
of this man ready to fire when, according to his judgment, there mich; 

Sir, this whole discussion has arisen from an utter mistake on tho 
part of the Interior Department of the purpose of the resolution itself 
and of the criticism of the officer. It was not an attempt to inyolys 
the Interior Department in this transaction. It was an honest etfort 
from the beginning to give the Interior Department an opportunity. 
which it was honestly believed it desired, to put upon the records of 
this country its disapproval of that act. The act was justifiable, ex. 


| cusable, or deserving condemnation. If justitiable, the men partic). 


pating in it were entitled to thus much in answer to this resolution; \; 
excusable, they were entitled to that excuse upon the records here 
from their superior; and if it was neither justifiable nor excusable, thy 
Interior Department should not have been slow to wash its hands oj 
it; and that it did not was the amazement and the complaint of those 
who called upon its head for this information solely to give him the 
opportunity to do so. I regret it sincerely as one attached to this 
Administration politically and personally ; I regret as much as any 
Senator here can that there should ever be an occasion to animadvyert 
on any of its acts or its omissions. I have not been swift todo it. | 
have held back in my seat, indirectly endeavoring to get upon the 
records of the Senate something that I could hold up against this dark 
background, something that I could hold up against all this record 
of the Poncas, none of which have I presented to the Senate until 
yesterday. That I have not succeeded is not my fault. 
LAND IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS, 


Mr. BOOTH. I ask the Senate to lay aside the pending order tem. 
porarily in order to proceed to the consideration of House bill No, 
6532, being the pension appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California asks 
that the regular order, being the Indian severalty bill, be tempor- 
rily laid aside in order that he may call up an appropriation Dill, Is 
there objection ? 

Mr. COKE. I yield for that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection to the 
request of the Senator from California, and the pending order is laid 
aside temporarily and informally. 

Mr. CALL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands in 
severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the 
protection of the laws of the States and Territories over the Indians, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to be printed. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had yes- 
terday approved and signed the act (S. No. 1396) authorizing the per- 
sons therein named to accept of certain decorations and presents 
therein named, from foreign governments, and for other purposes. 

PRINTING OF EDUCATIONAL BILL. 

Mr. BURNSIDE submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That 1,000 copies of Senate bill No. 133, it being the so-called educa 
tional bill, be printed. 

GENERAL U. S. GRANT. 

Mr. LOGAN. I intended this morning, if I could do so without 
interfering with the business of the Senate, to call up Senate bill No. 
1992; but the hour having passed, I desire to say a word to Senators 
on the opposite side of the Chamber who remarked the other day that 
they had not had time to consider this bill. If the Senate will agree 
that we may take it up on Thursday or on Friday, at any hour that may 
be suggested, I shall be very glad, and then let it be disposed of in 
some way. I do not wish to interfere with the appropriation bills; 
but it seems to me we might take up this bill and dispose of it in a0 
hour at any time. If the Senate will consent to make it the special 
order of the day for Thursday or for Friday, I shall be glad to have 
it done. I move that it be made the special order of the day for 
Thursday at two o’clock. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the bill about? al 

Mr. LOGAN. In regard to placing General Grant on the retire: 
list. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois moves that 
the bill (S. No. 1992) to place Ulysses 8. Grant, late General -_< 
President of the United States, upon the retired list of the Army : 
made the special order for Thursday at two o'clock. Is there objec 
tion ? 

Mr. HARRIS and others. There is. 











wr. EATON. I object ; and for this reason: there are several 
vvvorg of very great public importance that have already been 
aa be fore the Senate. I think that this bill which was intro- 
~ my friend from Illinois can wait a week without endanger- 
) oe the bill or the public, and therefore it strikes me it ought 
made a special order. : ; 
fp LOGAN. I have no doubt about its being proper for it to wait 
‘). Senate desire that. I certainly shall defer to the will of the 
yo, LTalways do. There are important bills, I know, and this 
- ae small importance; but it does seem to me that some con- 
: f ition ought to be given to it by the Senate of the United States. 


tt 
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», the Senate can listen to an hour’s talk—I will not say an argu- 
-_for the purpose of convicting somebody of something that has 
ent-—1Vs , e . Q 


vepired that few persons know anything about, and a thing out- 
a. f the jurisdiction of the Senate, when there is no ability in the 


de 


site to raise the dead or to discover the dead or to do anything 
2 dead, especially for the dead Indians, and when the Senate 

» take up time in discussing a matter that is not before the Senate 
all except merely to give an opportunity to talk about it, it does 
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| was not worth while to continue in the service. 


‘1 tome the Senate might give a few minutes’ consideration to a | 


| of this importance. That was the reason I made the suggestion. 
ito accommodate myself to the views of the Senate; but if 


T desire 
| desires 


Lick 


e notice now that I will call it up to-morrow morning and ask 





ra vote. sl a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator withdraw his mo- 
~) to make it the special order for Thursday ? 

Mr, LOGAN. No, sir; Ido not. I ask that the vote be taken on 


hat motion. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
Bre re, and would be glad todo all that I could to advance 
+. but he is aware undoubtedly that the motion cannot be enter- 
‘ned unless the pending order is disposed of in some way. The 
ir. as 1 understand, cannot entertain a motion to proceed to the 
‘onsideration of a bill while another one is pending. The pending 
rder must be either postponed or laid on the table. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not ask to proceed to the consideration of the 








Senate is determined that this bill is not to be considered at all, 


The Senator from Illinois knows that Iam afriend | 


LO97 


sician in my town, of long experience and long practice, in regard to 
the matter. He said he had been examiner for a good many years 
there, and that the compensation was wholly inadequate for the dutv 
required and the records he was required tomake and transmit. The 
compensation allowed, $1, was so inconsiderable that he thought it 
He held the plac e 
simply as an accommodation to the pensioners, and not for any protit 
to himself; that it gave him a great deal of trouble for which |! 
not at all compensated. I do not know whether that is the genera) 
experience of examining surgeons or not. Perhaps the Senator can 
give some explanation showing whether the committee considers it 
proper. 

Mr. BOOTH. This proviso was attached to the pension appropria 
tion bill of last year, and we had information from the bureau that 
the examinations were just as satisfactory at $1 as they had been at 
$2. [have no doubt that there are instances where the compensa 
tion is very small, but on the whole we thought it was better to limit 
it to $1, as the average service was just as good. The Commissioner 
of Pensions also informed us that unless this limitation be put upon 
this fee he will be compelled to ask for an increase of the present ap 
propriation from $250,000 to $375,000. It was upon that information 
that the proviso was inserted, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment has been agreed to. 

The next amendment reported from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions was to insert as an additional section the following: 

Sec. 2. All pensions pa 


inmates of the National Hor 


‘ was 


1} 


ible, or to be paid under this act, to pensioners w a 
» for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers shall be paid to the 
treasurer or treasurers of said home, to be disbursed for the benetit of the pension 


| ers under regulations to be established by the managers of the home; said pay 
ment to be made by the pension agent upon a certificate of the proper officer of thi 
home that the pensioner is an inmate thereof and is still living. Any balance of 


Mr. INGALLS. But the Senator asks that some order be made | 


out the disposition of the bill that he has called up. 
Mr. LOGAN. I ask that it be made the special order for the day 
ced at two o’clock. . 
Mr. INGALLS. That motion cannot be made while this other bill 
pending. This bill must be laid aside before the motion can be 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
scussion is a loss of time. 
e PRESIDING OFFICER. If a question of order is raised upon 
t, the Chair will be compelled to hold that the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Illinois is not in order. 
Mr. LOGAN. I am very much obliged to the Senator from Kansas. 


I call for the regular order. This 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. BOOTH. I believe the pension appropriation bill is before the 


SPT 


[he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Indian severalty bill having 
heen temporarily laid aside for the purpose of taking up the appro- 
ion bill, the Senator from California has the floor. 

. Mr. BOOTH. I move to proceed to the consideration of House bill 

0. Gasv 





i¢ motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
1ole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appro- 
tiations for the payment of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1822. 
The bill was read. 
the first amendment reported by the Committee on Appropriations 
ras, after the word “ dollar,” in line 28, to insert: 
vided, That a fee of $1, and no more, shall be paid to the examining surgeon 

reach examination of a pensioner as provided by law, except when the examina- 


on is made by a board of surgeons, in which case the fees now allowed by law shall 
ena . 
paid 








My "ss ‘ ° . ‘ - . . 
aur. INGALLS, I move to strike out in lines 24, 25, and 26 of the 
il the following words: 


And acerned pension due the Indian pensioners shall, in the 
*mmissioner of Pensions, be paid in installments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has been usual to act upon the 
nendments proposed by the committee presenting the bill first. 

Mr. INGALLS. That does not prevent my making the motion to 
mend, however. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not at all. — 
_ bir. INGALLS, I do not ask action on the amendment until after 
“ny, nuittee’s amendments have been disposed of. 

the F RESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 


discretion of the 


iroposed DV the Cor . ° ° ; ol ane ’ | 
} J e nmittee o sropriations, commencing on page ; ame : : Ps 
tee on ADI ropriation _ Page | from the Navy appropriation, $570,274.99 ; from fees of examining surgeons, $81,268. 


~; tine 29 


T : 
The amendment we 
) Was agreed to. 
\ YATTY ODTInw 6 : 
Ben “AULSBURY. Before that amendment is finally adopted, I 
dould like to inquire of the Senator having charge of the bill if he 


Has any j ati : sy: : 
on any information that that compensation, $1, is considered a proper 
“pensation for the examination. 


the pension which may remain at the date of the pensioner’s discharge shall li 
paid over to him; and in case of his death at the home, the same shall be paid t« 
the widow or minor children under sixteen years of age, if any there be: Provided 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent an absolute assign 
ment of his pension by a pensioner having neither wife, child, nor parent depend 
ent upon him, as now provided by law. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS] will now be reported. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from California states that the com 


| mittee desire to offer one other amendment before mine is acted on. 


Mr. BOOTH. Ido not know that I can characterize it as a com 
mittee amendment, although most of the members of the committee 
this morning agreed to it, but without any formal meeting. I will 


| send it to the desk that it may be read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendmert proposed by the 
Senator from California will be reported. 

The SECRETARY. 
section 1: 


> 


It is proposed to add after line 33, at the end of 


That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated out of any 


| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply deficienceis in the 





I have heard myself from a phy- | pensions. 


appropriations for the payment of invalid and other pensions for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1881, namely: 

For pensions for Army invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives, in 
cluding arrears, survivors of the war of 1812 and widows of the war of 1812, $17 
692,031.69: Provided, That the amount expended for each of the above items shall 
be accounted for separately. 

For Navy pensions of invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives, #560, 
274.99: Provided, That the appropriations aforesaid for Navy pensions shall be 
paid from the income of the Navy pension fund so far as the same may be sutlicient 
for that purpose: And provided further, That the amount expended for each of the 


| above items shall be accounted for separately. 


For fees of examining surgeons as provided by the 
$50,000. 

Mr. BOOTH. I send to the desk two communications to be read, 
showing the necessity for the appropriations. Let the printed com- 
munication, which is Executive Document No. 13, be first read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


several acts of Congress 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, December 2, 1880. 
Sin: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of letter of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, setting forth the necessity for additional appropriation, for the cur 
rent fiscal year, for the Army and Navy pension fund, which I commend to your 
early and tavorable consideration. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. SCHURZ 
Secretary of the Interior 
Hon. W. A. WHEELER, 
President of the Senate. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, PENSION OrrIct 
Washington, D. C., December 20, 1880. 
Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to the condition of the appropria 
tions for Army and Navy pensions, and for fees of examining surgeons, for the cur 
reut year. 
The act of January 13, 1880, appropriated for these purposes as follows 


Army invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives, survivors and 

widows of the war of 1812............ se ethan rhaamen dacs tieeatahi . $31, 475, 000 
Navy invalids, widows, minors, and dependent relatives.............- 575, 000 
ee I in a co ecned sh ianedeeehhandeemseehes 101, 000 


To December 1, there had been drawn from the Army appropriation, $25,667, 331.69 ; 


It will require not less than $5,000,000 additional to pay the Army pensions i 
March 1, and $125,000 to pay the Navy pensions to the same date, leaving the March 
and June quarterly payments and the first payments upon new cases which will be 
settled during the last four months of the year to be provided for. itl 

The quarterly payments of Army pensions will require $6,500,000 each, or $13, 
000,000 for both, and probably not less than $5,500,000 Son the first payments to new 
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The Navy quarterly payments will require $160,000 each, or $320,000 for both 

uarters, and for first payments on new Navy pensions, aes $120,000 addi- 
tiona]. There will be required besides for the payment of Navy pensions to cover 
those unpaid for the December quarter, and the first payments upon new cases to 
March 1, as nearly as can be estimated, $125,000. Making for the current year— 
$49, 167, 031 69 


Army pensions.............. eee 
1, 135, 274 99 


Navy pensions : 
It will be seen, then, that additional appropriations for the pensions for the cur- 
rent year will be required as fof#lows : 
Army invalids, &c........... pedibon ‘céied Adah cab tindekvestnawédnaees $17, 692, 031 69 
Navy invalids, &c 560, 274 99 
A further appropriation of $30,000 for the fees of examining surgeons will also 
be required, ; os ws 
The Navy appropriation is already exhausted, and the additional appropriation 
for the Navy pensions should be made without delay. 
Very respectfully, oe 
J. A. BENTLEY, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 


Hon. C. SCHURZ, ; 
Secretary of the Interior 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, PENSION OFFICE, 
Washington, February 1, 1881. 


Six: The quarterly pensions due March 4th next cannot be paid until the addi- 
tional appropriation for pensions for the current year shall have been made. 

Upon inguiry I find that if that ——— is placed upon the general defi- 
ciency bill the funds will not be available in time to enable the agents to make the 
payments promptly. : ; 

I beg leave, therefore, to suggest the propriety of adding a clause to the pension 
bill now pending in the Senate providing for the necessary appropriation. 

Very respectfully, 
J. A. BENTLEY, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 
Hon. Newron Boori, 
United States Senate 

Mr. BOOTH. I suppose those communications sufficiently disclose 
the character of this amendment and the necessity for it. It is really 
a deficiency. Unless this appropriation is made in time, the March 
payments to pensioners cannot be made, as it is probable that the 
deliciency bill will not pass both Houses of Congress and become a 
law in time to make the distribution to the pension agents before the 
4th of March. Most of the members of the Appropriation Commit- 
tee, all I believe that I have had an opportunity to consult, thought 
it was wise to put this deficieney really upon this bill in order that 
it may be made available in time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. As the Senator from California has 
said, the Committee on Appropriations has not acted upon this amend- 
ment appropriating $18,000,000 and upward. It is a deficiency for 
the present year. In other words, the appropriation for the current year 
has been about exhausted, and there are a little over eighteen million 
dollars additional wanted. This amendment is to cover that. Itisa 
large sum, but we must remember that we passed the arrears-of-pen- 
sions act a short time ago, and that takes a great deal of money, more 
than any one probably had ever estimated for. I had intended to 
make and probably shall make some remarks on the arrears-of-pen- 
sions act when an amendment looking to some more effective way of 
stopping frauds shall be presented to the Senate by the chairman of 
the Committee on Pensions shall be offered as an amendment to this 
bill. 

It appears to me to be necessary to appropriate this $18,000,000 and 
upward to pay the pension-roll as it now exists, and it calls the atten- 
tion of the country and the Senate to the fact that, although the full 
estimate was voted for the current year, we have a deficiency here 
of over eighteen million dollars. Lagree with the Senator who offered 
the amendment, though the committee did not act upon it, that it is 
necessary that early action should take place, and that the money 
should be appropriated now, so as to pay the pensioners regularly. 
If this amendment is not adopted, I understand from the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions he will not be able to pay the regular pensioners 
even on the Ist day of March, if that is the day. My colleague on 
the committee [ Mr. Beck ] says it is the 4th day of March, but I under- 
stand that for a part of them it is the lst day of February. I think 
Iam right in my statement, though my colleagues from Kentucky 
and Virginia differ with me a little. I think that so far as the Navy 
pensions are concerned to-day, they are in arrears,and the Pension 
Oflice have not the money to pay them ; but so far as the regular-roll 
is concerned, my colleague on my left [Mr. Beck] is right in saying 
that the payment comes on the Ist orthe 4th of March. I think that 
the amendment ought to be added to the bill. 

Mr. BECK. Lonly desire to add that the Secretary of the Treasury 
appeared before the Finance Committee, in a discussion before that 
committee which I believe was public, and stated to that committee 
that unless this money was paid now the men who were justly enti- 
tled to it would be done gross injustice. Therefore I, for one, agreed 
to the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from California, [Mr. Boora. } 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS. I now ask for action on my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas will be reported. 

The Secretary. After the word “separately,’’ in line 24 of section 
1, it is proposed to strike out down to and including the word “in- 
stallments,” in line 26, as follows: 

And accrued pension due the Indian pensioners shall, in the discretion of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, be paid in installments. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 4) 
amendment of the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLS, ] oe 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Although the Senator from (a) 
fornia has charge of the bill, I should be glad to hear from - Cali. 
ator who moves the amendment the reason why he wishes t] ae 
stricken out. pinata 
: Mr. INGALLS. I should be very glad to have some Person say wh. 
it should be retained in the bill. Here is a certain number of I; = 
pensioners who served in the Union Army and were wounded ae 
abled and have earned pensions, to which they are just as muel — 
titled as any white soldier or any negro soldier, and without ps 
statement as to the amount, or any statement as to the reason at 
bill contains a provision invidious and unnecessary that * setened 
pensions due Indian pensioners shall, in the discretion of the oo 
missioner of Pensions, be paid in installments.” That is to “ke 
is authorized to withhold from men who were in the Union Arm na 
Indian soldiers the amount of pensions they have earned, to which 
the law says they are entitled. It makes him the guardian of the . 
men, and permits him to dole out in driblets from time to time su ‘ 
amount of money as he may think they are entitled to receive, Unti 
there be some reason given and some statistics furnished showing s. 
amount that these men have earned and the argument on whieh th; 
provision is based, I shall certainly hope that there is justice enone 
in the Senate to say that if an Indian was good enough to be jy +), 
Army and brave enough to earn a pension, he is honest and intelliow 

enough to receive it. 

Mr. BOOTH. This provision was in the bill as it came from +) 
House and is the result, I suppose, of a suggestion from the Comp. 
sioner of Pensions. I will read an extract from his report on re 
11. Referring to this class of pensioners, the Commissioner says: 

The great distance of these pensioners from the nearest agency for the payn i 
of pensions renders it impracticable to require them to appear personally a; ; 
agency and receive their pensions as provided in section 4765, Revised Statutes 
referred to. It is, moreover, questionable whether such considerable syms , 
money as are now due them ought to be placed all at once in the pensioners’ 

I am clearly of the opinion that it should not be done, and that not more th; 

of the accrued pension should be paid to any Indian pensioner at one time. |», 
spectfully recommend, therefore, that a law be enacted authorizing the Departme, 
to pay the accrued pensions to Indian pensioners in installments. F 

If the accrued pensions shall be paid in moderate installments it is probable tha: 
the pensioners will be able to obtain the money for their pension-checks of ; 
merchants in the Territory at reasonable rates of exchange and not be subjected : 
exorbitant and ruinous rates as they otherwise would be. 

Mr. INGALLS. If that is all the foundation on which this » 
vision is retained in the bill, I must say it is very flimsy and wnsu). 
stantial. There was a brigade of soldiers recruited from what xx 
known as the civilized Indians in the Indian Territory, who serve 
gallantly and efiiciently during the civil war in behalf of the Uni 
They were oflicered by men of their own nationality, and were unde: 
the command of Brigadier-General William A. Phillips, of Kansas 
At the close of the war they were mustered out. They received thei 
pay and bounty like other soldiers; and those who were disable 
either by disease or wounds, applied to the Pension Bureau in du 
form, stating the fact of their service and the fact of their disability 
and in due process of law their claims were adjudicated and the; 
were held to be entitled to so much money as pensioners. Nov 
without any reason whatever except the fact that they reside at sou 
distance from the agency, the Commissioner of Pensions recomments 
that he shall have the right to withhold the money from these me 
and dealit out to them in installments as hesees fit. I hope the Se. 
ate will not be imposed upon by such a presentation as that. 

Mr. BECK. As one member of the committee I agreed to retain 
ing the clause, because while the Indians are entitled to their peu- 
sions, many of them are known to be ignorant and improvident. Th 
same reason that would induce us to give the men who have charge 
of the soldiers’ homes some jurisdiction over the expenditure of the 
money of white soldiers there, applies more emphatically to the ex- 
penditure of pensions due to Indians. If the Indian gets the money 4. 
at once, the chances are that insome improvident way he will spent 
it all, or some man a good deal smarter than he is will get it away 
from him. Then he will be left a pensioner on the country, poor au 
destitute, without means and without anybody to see that he is caret 
for, and appeals will be made to us from time to time that this ma 
is suffering in distress, all of which will be true; that he fought 
the Army and ought to be cared for; that he ought not to be allowee 
to suffer; and perhaps we shall have to see that he does not ; wheres 
if this money is putin the careof some oflicer of the Government (a 
we have to trust Government officials) to see that the Indian 1s cares 
for, there will be enough of it perhaps to make him comfortable 2 
long as he lives. 3 

That seemed to be the prevailing idea both of the House and ot t 
committee; and why should it not be so? Is it contended that 
cause a man was a soldier and fought well and was wounded in the 
service, therefore necessarily he is an intelligent and competent 
to manage his own affairs? Why do we now provide for the Indians 
that they shall be protected and their lands shall not be subje = 
taxation or alienation for twenty-five years? Because they are 7 
tit to be placed in sharp competition with the men surrounding thet 
because we seek to protect them from the iniluences which ten¢ © 
make men vicious who are comparatively ignorant? We eet 
right of the Indians to this money, but at the same time it should . 
given to them in such form as will do them the most good and ae 
them most carefully against imposition from men who are vicious" 
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~arter than themselves. That is the whole of the proposition. We 
yaw that if a large sum of money should be paid to these Indians 
soa. the chances are that it would not do them any good. It is 
:  iving @ blanket to an Indian on the Fourth of July—he would 

‘ Se for a quart of whisky; but give it to him when the ther- 
swap sig below zero and you cannot buy it from him at all. We 

-e to take care of the Indian. He is a ward of the nation, and we 
nave ive the money to him to the best advantage, and we do not 
pce 8 sive it to him so that men can take advantage of his ignor- 
vans nd leave him an object of charity on our hands as a destitute 
eee when he might be well cared for if there was somebody to 
watch over him. 


t once 


momete ri 


Mr, INGALLS. The Senator from Kentucky states as the reason 
‘ — he desires to apply this rule to the Indians, that they are igno- 
-ant and improvident, and liable to be imposed upon. Why not 
prot the same rule to the colored soldiers in this country who are 
in the same condition ? . La 

“Mr. BECK. They were never in the same condition ; they have 
had many advantages that the poor Indian has never had. 

"Mr. INGALLS. If the pension that a soldier has earned by reason 
of disability through disease or wound, he is to be deprived of 
hecause he is ignorant, and we are to establish a general system of 
are and guardianship over the soldiers of this country, it is some- 
thing that ought to be applied uniformly to all classes alike, If we 
are to begin to say that when a soldier has earned a pension he shall 
not be paid the pension unless he has shown that he possesses high 
jualifications of intelligence and capacity to manage his own affairs, 
we have introduced a new principle into the administration of this 
Govetnment. fe 

The fact is that these Indians do not belong to the class that the 
Senator from Kentucky has described. This brigade was exclusively 
recruited from the civilized nations of the Indian Territory. The 
companies were officered by Indians. They fought gallantly and 
with distinction throughout the war on the Union side. They were 
under the command of eminent Union generals; and we have not 
been shown by any testimony whatever that they are incapable of 
managing their own affairs, or that there is any such sum of money, 
even if they were incapable of managing their own affairs, that it is 
necessary to divide it to them in installments for the purpose of drib- 
bling it out at the discretion of the Commissioner of Pensions in such 
sums ashein his judgment may think they are qualified to take care of. 

The Commissioner of Pensions cannot know anything whatever 
about the condition of these Indians unless he makes specilic per- 
sonal inquiry, and it is an invidious, unjust, and, ba my judgment, 
unconstitutional provision to insert in this bill. If these men were 
cood enough to be received as soldiers in the Army, and brave enough 
to incur disability in the service of the country, we ought to be just 
enough to pay them the pensions we owe them, and not allow some 
subordinate inferior officer here to withhold what we have admitted 
to be their due, and to say, without any evidence before us, how 
much they shall be entitled to receive from day to day, or from month 
to month, or from year to year, of what is just as much their money 
as the Senator’s salary is his money. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I do not care to take any part in this 
discussion, but I must say that the proposition in the bill is a very 
remarkable one. Ican very readily see how it got in there, for I think 
if there has been any attempt made in this country in ages past by 
any oflicer of the Government to take everything into his own hands 
and to recognize everybody on the pension roll as either a thief or 
adrankard, the exhibition in some of the reports with reference to 
pensioners has shown that fact to the country. 

[agree with the Senator from Kansas that after a man has been 
awarded a pension from the Government, it is not right that we 
should undertake to say that he is not qualified to receive the money 
himself, and follow him up and see what disposition he makes of 
it; how he disposes of it, and pursue him, and give power to a man 
tosay it shall be dribbled out to him a dollar at a time, or two dollars 
ata tine, so as to encourage him to spend it, if he gets it in small 
amounts, for that which will be entirely worthless to him. I think 
: senting that is going far beyond anything I have ever known 
seTOTA, 

So far as the proposition in reference to the soldiers’ homes is con- 
cerned, I donot even believe in that, although that amendment is in 
7 bill and I made no objection to it; but Lam not goitg to give my 
*ason now ior not believing in it. I believe the pensioners of this 
fed tay, Me were the soldiers of this country are just as well quali- 
Vlack m : ( - of themselves as other people are, and, whether white, 
for all the rn _ they do not thank the Congress of the United States 
poten ve Sr ae that they are mere paupers and not com- 
ae that eer 7 govern themselves, and, according to the the- 
dete. “ oe os oa who are in position, we should dole out pen- 
ation : unt of a little brief authority that they have conferred 
man pe lean acts of Congress, intimating to the country that every 
dom: Sieh . es & fraud on the Government who applies for a pen- 

for one am tine of} heard every day ; not here, but elsewhere; and 
bing made in th “ 1earing them. I am opposed to any distinction 
country ental 16 Jaw in reference to men who have served their 

Mr. BOOTH 7 on pensioners on the pension-rolls of the country. 
the Benator #r efore the question is taken on the amendment of 

or from Kansas, I desire to offer an amendment to the text, 


[O99 


which I believe takes precedence. I move to strike out the words 
‘*Commissioner of Pensions ” and iusert “ Secretary of the Interior,” 
so that there will be given a discretion to the Secretary of the Interior. 
I have not the bill before me, so that I cannot refer to the lint 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California moves 
to amend that portion of the bill which the Senator from Kansas 
moves to strike out, by striking out therefrom the words ‘“ Commis- 
sioner of Pensions” and inserting in lieu thereof “Secretary of the 
Interior.” Is there objection to that amendment? The Chair hears 
none, and it is agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS. Thatis notanamendmenttomyamendment. That 
is an amendment to the text of the bill, the part to be stricken out, of 
course, on which the question must be first taken. I have no objec 
tion to that amendment being made without any division of the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is perfecting the text and takes 
precedence of the motion to strike out. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I think this clause of the bill pro- 





; ceeds upon en entirely erroneous vheory. The Commissioner states 


the question ‘in his report as read by the Senator from California 

His idea is that on account of the great distance of the pensioners 
from the Indian agencies the pensions should be paid in this way. 
If it is a burden to the Indian to go once a quarter or once a year to 
the Indian agency for the purpose of receiving his money, how much 
vould that burden be added to by requiring him to go four or five or 
six times as often in order that he may get the money in so many in- 
stallments in place of getting it all at once? There is no lack of 
proper agencies for converting pension drafts into money. Whether 
the pensioner gets $100, or $200, or $500, he will find abundant pur- 
chasers at the agencies and at the different towns along the route of 
railroads running through the Indian Territory where he can get his 
drafts cashed. There will be no trouble whatever upon that point 

In the next place, I think it is a gratuitous insult to assume that the 
men who, as my colleague stated, served their country as well as they 
knew how, more or less, and at the call of their country, and received 
the bounty, amounting to three hundred dollars each, which the Gov- 
ernment provided for soldiers who received it in gross and received 
their pay at the intervals at which other soldiers were paid, sometimes 
two months, sometimes four months, and received that in gross and 
could be relied upon, as they were relied upon, to spend that properly, 
cannot be relied upon in the same way with this pension at this late 
day, fifteen years after they were discharged from the service ; and after 
they have had the benefit inthe mean time of large contact with the 
white race. These men have not only during the last fifteen years, 
but during the previous twenty-five or thirty years, been doing busi 
ness for themselves. They receive annuities from the General Gov- 
ernmentevery year. They are accustomed to handling money. They 
have got as far along as you may reasonably expect the Indians to get 
on this continent, and if they are not now capable of handling the 
small sum of money which shall be paid to them under the provisions 
of this bill, then no Indian on this continent ever will be “tit to take 
care of himself. 

These are the tlower of the North American Indians. They are the 
result of the best efforts which the Indian has been able to make, ac- 
companied by corresponding efforts on the part of the white men and 
of the Government, toward civilization, toward self-dependence and 
self-support, and they are as competent now as they ever will be to 
take this money and properly spend it. I think, as I said, that it 
would be an invidious distinction, it would be substantially an insult 
to these men whose services the Government was glad to get, whose 
ability to serve it was amply recognized as people able to receive and 
properly expend their pay and bounty, now at this late day to say to 
them, ‘ You are not competent to spend the pension which you earned 
by disease or wounds incurred in the line of duty.” 

Mr. BOOTH. Ido not regard this provision as of sufficient impor 
tance to excite feeling or to lead to any very extended argument. I 
believe the amount that each of these Indian pensioners would be 
entitled to as arrears would be about eleven hundred dollars. The 
committee thought, whether wisely or unwisely, justly or unjustly, 
that it would do more good to pay it to each individual in install- 
ments than to pay it to him in gross at one time. 

Mr. INGALLS. How much, if the Senator will permit an inter- 
ruption, did the committee think it would be advisable and safe to 
pay them at one time? 

Mr. BOOTH. The committee did not take that matter into con- 
sideration. 

Mr. INGALLS. The committee ought to have done that. They 
ought to have advised us just exactly how much the Indian would 
be authorized to receive. 

Mr. BOOTH. The simple question as it presented itself to the 
committee was as to which method should be most profitable to the 
Indian himself; that was all. In dealing with the tribes the Gov- 
ernment of the United States is in the habit of paying annuities. It 
does not capitalize those annuities and pay the whole capital over to 
the Indians to be divided among the members of the tribes. But as 
I have said, it is a matter of comparatively little importance, and I 
do not think it ought to lead to any exhibition of feeling or to any 
protracted argument. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLS. ] 


oe 


page 





se: 


a. ee a ae 


re 


Ry 
Bi! 


ra ts 
m9) 
" oF 
tn oa 
7 

a oe 
ie 

: - 
' 


oe mae yee th 


EE 


ee eae = 


Dey Tr Ore iome) pete ee 


i a , at ill ~ _ - a 
4 este aa “mu sa —< ; oe: * -_—« 
Re RTE EI EASES SONAL OR COO NS n eS Oe eRe 


1100 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


FEBRUARY 1, 


i a a ai a aaa lial Ria aia a a ar ann Bima i 


Mr. TELLER. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

Mr. WITHERS. The whole theory of the bill in respect to this 
provision which has been so much criticised is that the amount of 
pension paid to the Indians shall be so paid as to benetit them to the 
greatest possible extent. The Commissioner of Pensions in his rec- 
ommendation suggests that the arrears, which would amount to a 
considerable sum, instead of being paid to the Indians in bulk should 
be paid by installments, if in the discretion of the Commissioner of 
Pensions or the Secretary of the Interior, as the bill now stands, it 
should be best todo so. The sole motive is the benefit of the pen- 
sioner. Nobody proposes to deprive him of one cent of the pension 

to which he is clearly entitled. It is simply a question, just as it 
was presented with reference to the inmates of the soldiers’ homes, 
as to whether the amount to be paid to them should be paid them in 
bulk or paid to them in installments; and the question for the Sen- 
ate to decide is whether in their judgment the one or the other would 
be most beneficial to the Indians. It is possible that the Senator 
trom Kansas may be correct,and that it would benetit the Indians 
more to pay it to them in bulk, but the Committee on Appropria- 
tions of the Senate were of a different opinion, That is the whole 
of it. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Virginia has not correctly stated 
the purpose of this provision of the bill if the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions understands its design. I asked him ashort time ago, since the 
Senate assembled this afternoon, if he would be kind enongh to ad- 
vise me what the object was in placing that provision in the bill, 
and he said that it was placed there because the Department had an 
idea that in consequence of some frands which had heretofore been 
committed in relation to Indian affairs perhaps there was danger that 
some disreputable persons might get hold of the checks, and by that 
means the funds would be diverted from the persons who are enti- 
tled to them to those who are unauthorized. That isthe explanation 
the Commissioner of Pensions gave me, and I violate no confidence 
in saying that, because I made a request upon him as a public officer 
for information upon a subject of public importance. The object is 
not to do geod to the Indian by giving out to him such a portion as 
he is competent to manage from time to time, but to exercise guar- 
dianship over him for fear that there may be some person who will 
in some mysterious way or other get possession of the evidence of 
indebtedness and deprive the Indian of the pension to which he is 
entitled. 

Mr. WITHERS. With all due respect to my friend from Kansas, 
[ will state that in my judgment I have correctly stated the reasons, 
or éne of the reasons, which influenced the Commissioner of Pensions 
in his recommendation, and the Senator certainly violates no courtesy 
or privilege in the disclosure he has made, inasmuch as it is repeated 
almost verbatim in the report of the Commissioner of Pensions, on 
page 11, which was read by the Senator who has charge of the bill. 
Both causes united in inducing him to make the recommendation 
which is incorporated in this bill. The Senator is not unaware of 
the fact that it is because of the large arrears of pensions which will 
be due in some cases that in the judgment of the Commissioner this 
is unnecessary. 

I repeat that the sole object of the provision is to protect the Indian 
from wrong and to pay the money out to him in such manner as may 
secure to him the greatest benetit possibly to be derived from the pay- 
ment. Ido not understand that because it is designed, as the Com- 
missioner says, to protect him from fraudulent acts on the part of 
designing men therefore it is not designed to benefit him. It strikes 
me that that is an argument directly in the line of securing benefit to 
the Indian, in protecting him from fraud. But it is a matter that is 
not of very great moment. However, I wanted, in defense of the Appro- 
priations Committee, who reported the bill with this language in it, to 
show that the idea was not so preposterous and absurd as the Senator 
from Kansas and the Senator from Illinois would have the Senate 
believe. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ishould like to make an inquiry of the Senator. No- 
body questions the motive that actuated the committee; they desire 
to benefit the Indians; but I should like to know upon what basis 
they form their judgment that the Indians would be benefited by 
depriving them of the right to obtain the money themselves. Under 
what theory is it? 

Mr. WITHERS. I have just stated what is the theory. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator says that it is thought the Indian will 
be benetited, but then we do not get at the reason why it is that he 
will be benefited. Somebody may deprive him of it. How will some- 
body deprive him of it? It does not make any difference whether 
you give it to himin quarterly installments, orin semi-annual install- 
ments, or in annual installments, the same opportunity is afforded to 
men who would act dishonestly with him in a small amount as in a 
large amount. If it isa mere matter of the fraudulent obtainment 
of checks it will be a matter of indifference to the Indians whether 
they are to be paid one way or the other. It certainly cannot be that. 
Is there any basis, has the Commissioner any basis for making this 
recommendation, on the ground that improper vouchers, fraudulent 
or forged checks, or anything of that kind, the Indian has been im- 
»roperly induced to sign? Under the pension law now, the voucher 
~ to go to the pensioner himself and not tothe agent. You are dis- 
trusting the man himself. It is not that you distrust some agent, 


because under the law the agent cannot interfere with the check, § 
I cannot understand the basis or theory upon whic ree 
act. 

Mr. WITHERS. It is very plainly stated, I will reply to the § 
ator from Illinois, in the report of the Commissioner, so far as re : =~ 
the check. It is because this money is paid not in currency har. 
a check, and as no banks are convenient to the locality where +h... 
Indians reside, they will sell their checks to some speculator whe wi 
get them at less than half the value probably. So far as the 
is concerned, that is the theory of the bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, I will ask the Senator, because we wan: ; 
right of this thing, if it is because the Indians are far away fr c 
some bank and they might be deprived of the money in some heehee 
rious way? I will ask the Senator if there is any greater protectio: 
where the check is for a small amount than where it is for q lar a 
amount? a 

Mr. WITHERS. In reply I will say that in my judgment thers ; 
because there is less inducement for a party to defraud them ; ayq ;. 
addition to that, having been once defrauded, if it is paid by ingia) 
ments, when the next installment is due the Indian would haye Jean, 
wisdom from experience, and would refuse a proposition to whic) },. 
had formerly agreed. , 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator say, in the presence of the Seng: 
that if an Indian is defrauded of his check the Government has there), 
paid him, and he has no right to recover ? 

Mr. WITHERS. I have said nothing of the sort; but I do say thy 
if an Indian sells the check which is given to him for a pension ; 
Tom, Dick, or Harry, for one-third of its face value, he has no rip): 
to recover. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is very true, if the Indian should sell his chee; 
but if the Indian is a citizen or a soldier, if he is a person, if }e jy: 
a right to govern and control himself, how are you going to preyey: 
him from selling the check, either a small one or a large one, jf js 
wants to do so? You cannot make any law to protect him from gs. 
signing hischeck. You cannot deprive himofthatright. Then why 
protection do you give him? You give him none. You merely de. 
prive him of a right that belongs to him as a citizen and asa soldier 
You deprive him of a right that belongs to him as an individual, as 
a soldier, as a pensioner; but you do not protect him, because you 
cannot by any law deprive him of the right of assignment of his 
check. That the Congress has no power to do. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If I understand this amendment, from the dis. 
cussion and the statements, the history of these particular Indians 
or these Indians in general for whom with other soldiers this appro- 
priation is intended, is that they were members of what are called 
the independent civilized tribes or five nations, if I am not mistaken, 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator is correct. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And tbat they raised a regiment. 

Mr. INGALLS. A brigade, three regiments. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. A brigade of three regiments of Union soldiers, 
who fought to preserve the unity of the country that they served 
and met with the accidents and misfortunes that belonged to a state 
of war, and they are entitled to pensions under the general laws 
exactly by the same right and in the same way that other soldiers of 
the Union armies have become entitled to pensions by acts of Con- 
gress. If that is the correct statement of the case, I for one am u- 
able to vote to retain this clause in the bill. It appears to me that 
they have a legal and untrammeled right, the law having passed and 
they drawing their pension, to take their pensions like their fellov- 
soldiers of whatever race, nationality, or citizenship they might hap- 

yen to be. 

: Undoubtedly it may be a misfortune, if we assume that a consid: 
erable number of this particular class of soldiers are less capable 0! 
taking care of themselves than other classes of soldiers. | do no! 
know that to be true. I cannot presume it to be true. It is too true 
in all cases that a considerable number of those brave men who 
fought the battles of their country and on the side that they believed 
to be right, are of such simple and unsuspicious minds (like a great 
many other people I know, some of them in the Senate, from my par 
ticular part of the country) that they are easily imposed upon. Theit 
instinctive faith in human nature and in the rectitude of their fellov- 
men is so great that they are very apt to be taken in. But we ca0- 
not help it. We must give to every man his right under the law aud 
in the way the law has promised he should enjoy it. If it be a mi* 
fortune as to some of these Indians that they are likely to be de 
frauded of their money after it is paid to them, it is a misfortuue 
that it appears to me we cannot attempt to remedy without doing® 
greater wrong and violating a greater principle, by saying that they 
shall take their money under a kind of guardianship of the Unite 
States. 

While I entirely sympathize with the object that the committe 
have in desiring to retain this proposition, it appears to me — 
measuring the considerations on both sides, it is better that they su 
bear whatever of misfortune there may be in paying them the or 
that is justly their due in the risk of losing afterward than it = ; 
to assume this kind of guardianship, and put them on a different 100 
ing from all the other soldiers of the United States. at 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendme i 
of the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. INGALLS,] on which the yeas # 
nays have been ordered. 
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I offer an amendment, which I send to the desk 


‘come in after the second section of the bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment offered by the Sen- 


‘tor from Virginia will be reported by the Secretary. 
" The Secretary proceeded to read the amendment. 
Mr. TELLER. It seems to me that that amendment 
yf order 
Mr. LOGAN. 
Mr. TELLER. 
5 rder * 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
t read. 


is clearly out 


I rise to a point of order. 
I raise the question whether the amendment is in 


We cannot tell whether it is or not until we hear 
I think we have heard enough. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Perhaps the last part of it is in order. 





i: Mr. WITHERS. I ask that the amendment be reported. 
F The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will proceed with the 
BP a3. 
[he Secretary resumed and concluded the reading of the amend- 
it, which was to insert as additional sections of the bill the fol- 
am . - . 
S hat there shall be appointed by the Secretary of the Interior, in each of 


gressional districts, @ pension examiner, who shall be a person learned in 

and of not less than five years’ experience in the practice of his profession. 

shall also appoint, in each of said districts, a pension surgeon, who shall have 

t less than ten years’ experience in the practice of his profession: Provided, 

[hat the examiner and surgeon in each district shall be adherents of different po- 

ical parties: And provided further, That when two or more contiguous districts 
situated in a city or other densely populated locality, or when the number of 
nsioners and pension claimants in contiguous districts is comparatively small, 
nd the Commissioner of Pensions shall be of opinion that a less number of ex- 
rs and surgeons than one of each for each congressional district is required, 
mber of such examiners and surgeons may be reduced by appointing one 
ich to perform the duties hereinafter prescribed for two or more districts. 
e examiners and surgeons provided for by this act, before performing any duties 
thereunder, shall take and subscribe the oath prescribed by section 1756 or by sec 
tion 1757 of the Revised Statutes, as the circumstances of each person so to be ap 
(shall render proper for his case. Said examiners and surgeons shall hold 

their offices at the pleasure of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 4, That the pension examiners and pension surgeons to be appointed under 

t shall be authorized to administer oaths to pension claimants and witnesses 

1any matters pertaining to the prosecution and settlement of claims for pension 
ty-land warrants, or in avy inquiry in relation thereto. and, under instruc- 

3 and regulations to be prescribed by the Commissioner of Pensions, shail take 
declarations and testimony of pensioners and claimants and of witnesses in 
ch cl _ The pension surgeon shall make a medical and surgical examination 
' such pensioners and pension claimants as he may be required by the Commis- 
tof Pensions to examine, and makereport thereon. The testimony taken by 
xaminers and surgeons shall be reduced to writing, as nearly as may be in the 

ce employed by the deponents, and shall be subscribed and sworn to by the 
sses, The examiners and surgeons shall together visit each county seat in 
respective districts, as often as three times in each year, unless oth¢ se di- 

ted by the Commissioner of Pensions, for the purpose of performing the duties 
tibed by this act, and shall also, for the same purpose, visit such other places 
“irrespective districts, from time to time, as they shall be directed by the 
missioner of Pensions to visit; and whenever any pensioner, claimant, or wit- 

‘, Whose presence before the examiner or surgeon is ne ary to the proper de- 
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“on of a matter pending before the Commissioner of Pensions, shall, be- 

use OF Hines or disability, be unable to travel to an appointed place to appear 
ore the examiner and surgeon, the Commissioner of Pensions may direct one 
1, a8 the necessities of the case may seem to require, to visit such pensioner, 
hant, or witness, as the case may be, and take such disabled person's testi- 
or make the required medical examination, and the Commissioner of Pen- 

‘18 authorized to detail from time to time clerks in his office to aid the exam 
And surgeon in any district in the performance of their duties under this act 








a his judgment, the exigencies of the service require such aid, and the per 
& at ea 110 ¢ . . 4 . 

as Thee shall have power to administer oaths and examine witnesses. 

or 1at In case medical examinations of pensioners and pension claimants, 


telnet ny of any witnesses, are required, which cannot well be made or ob- 
‘ ' ¥ which it appears to the Commissioner of Pensions are unnecessary to 
asi os peer mee in the manner provided in section 2 of this act, the same may 
rect: and ie in such other manner as the Commissioner of Pensions shall 
making of 7 required to make convenient rules and regulations for 
thar Ba sapenens examinations and forthe obtaining of such testimony, 
ke the m sdieal esignate any surgeon convenient to the penslones or claimant 
nient teers examination, and any officer authorized to administer oaths, 
place of taking a: proposed witnesses, to take such testimony, notice of time and 
‘King such testimony having previously been given to claimant 
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Sec. 6. That the Commissioner of Pensions is hereby th 
provide by suitable regulations for organizing and convening boards of three pen 


sion surgeons in each pension district, to which appeals may be taken 


authorized ; lr it 




































n 
pension claimant who may feel himself aggrieved by t ca f 
asingle surgeon. 
Sec. 7. That declarations in pension and bounty-land claims may 
any pension examiner pension surgeon, and also before any magistra 
or other person authorized to administer oaths for general purpos 
Ss 2. That if any ulid 5 ner shall think his pension is not « 
rate with the d of his disal either b 
bv tl (‘om er of Pensions. ¢ because tl . 
} OTHE thes ‘ 
ply to I Y 
cation I il 
ition 3 
3 er s in inv 
otten Line ter 
Li ll 
ned I 
is t the dis 
is last mer of I 
e date ort 1 
; for increase, 6a the ground that the pensior 
I ule more than one yea t such alleged impro 
rate was fixed by the Commissioner of Pensions, shall be treated and settled as 
the case of increase claims on the ground of an increase of disabilit 
Sec. 9. That if, after a pension has been allowed, the Commissi f Pet 
shall ha (t cause to believe that the same has been procured thr fraud er 
itation, o uny other reason is of opinion that it o t not to « 
ull cause t case to i ézated by the examiner « l ‘ or by 
ng togeth oft district where the claimant or witnesses resi: ft 
ing reasonable notice to t t mer of time and place of such intende: 
investigation ; and the claimant o1 io whose case is being investigated may 
be present at the examination of witnesses upon such investigation, and ma 
produce witnesses in his own b 
Sec. 10. ‘That section 4776 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended so t 
read as follows: ** The Secretary of t Interior is authorized to appoint a duly 
qualitied s eon as medical referee 0 ull have been in the act prac of 
medicine and surgery for at least ten vy 3, who shall perform suc uti n the 
adjustment of pension claims as shall be pres ved by the Commis wrof Pen 


lis salary shall be 82,500 per annum 
Sec. 11. That the following fees shall b paid to nsion exa I sion sur 


and other surgeons, and magistrates 


SiOons 


ceons 


for services rendered under t 























ions of this act in pursuance of the directions of the Commissioner of " ns 
Taking a declaration in a pension or bounty-land claim, including preparation of 
he same when required, fifty cents; for exami r any \ and red rth 
testimony to writing, fifty cents ; king a medical examinat rf vensioner 
or pension claimant, including the taking of such stat nt fi t t es 
amined as shall be required by the Commissioner of Pet lt 
eling expenses, and an amount in addition, to be tix io ¢ ” f 
Pensions, not exceeding 33, for visiting disabled pension ul 
provided in section 2; to members of boards organized under t ; ( 
tion 4 their actual traveling expenses and $3 per day each for the tin tually i 
attendance upon such boards. Such of the above fees as the Commissio of Pen 
sions may allow shall be paid by the Secretary of the Interior: Provid t the 
Commissioner of Pensions shall approve no bills for fees except upon t 
him at his office of the testimony and reports showing the performan 
ices, accompanied by triplicate bills showing in detail each ! 
charge is made 

The Secretary of the Interior shall embody in his annual report a+ 
ment of the expenditures under this act during the fiscal year, wh 
tain : 

First. The names and residences of all persons to whom any mo een 
paid for services rendered within the year, and for what servict 

Second. The names and residences of examiners and surgeons appointed, o 10 
resigned or were dismissed within the year 

Third. The number of meetings and the places thereof of boards of surgeo d 
the number of examinations made by them 

Fourth. The whole number of pensioners and claimants, respect ed 
by the pension surgeons and by other surgeons 

Fifth. The whole number of pension claims settled b ection 





respectively. 
Sixth. Such other matter as he may deem necessary for a full understanding of 
the operations of the Pension Office under this act. 
Sec. 12. Sections 4744, 4771, 4772, 4773, 4774, 4 
are hereby repealed, to take effect June 30, 158 
Mr. TELLER. I raise the 
ment. It is legislation on an appropriation bill 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator fr 
the question of order that the amendment is not in order, under Rule 
29, the Chair presumes. 
Mr. TELLER. Under Rule 2). 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. Is that question debatable 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Not until decided by the Chair. 

Mr. WITHERS. I ask for the reading of the rule to which the 
ator refers as making the amendment out of order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair is of t 
amendment is not in order; but he will submit the question to the 
Senate. The question is whether the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, which has just been reported by the Secretary, 
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is in order under Rule 29 of the standing rules of the Senate. The 
rule will be read. 

The Se cretary read as follows: 

20. No amendment which proposes general legislation shall be received to any 





general appropriation bill; nor shall any amendment not mane or relevant to 
the subject-matter contained in the bill be received; nor shall any amendment to 
any item or clause of such bill be received which does not directly relate tl 
and all questions of relevancy of amendments under this rule, when raised, s 
be submitted to the Senate and be decided without debate; and any amendment 
to a general appropriation bill may be laid on the table without prejudice tothe 


bill. 


Mr. INGALLS. 
order raised ? 

Mr. LOGAN. 

Mr. WITHERS. 
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the point of order, I can only say that if this amendment be not in 
order, then we have violated this rule of order in a very large num- 
ber of instances in the passage of almost every appropriation bill 
which we have enacted. I concur very nearly with an opinion which 
I heard expressed by a distinguished presiding officer of large expe- 
rience, that the question of order is one which is generally deter- 
mined by the views of the body, and that an amendment on a bill is 
regarded as being in order if it meets the approvalof a majority of 
the body; while if they do not favor it, it is generally raled out of 
order. 

I wish to say a very few words in reference to this bill itself, and 
the reasons which prompted me to offer it as an amendment to the 
pending appropriation bill. These reasons grow out of the admitted 
necessity of some improvement in the present method of adjudicating 
pension cases. We all know that under the existing system the ac- 
cumulation of cases which are now awaiting decision by the Pension 
Bureau is so great as practically to amount to a denial of justice to 
honest claimants of pensions. 

That is an admitted fact, and if it need a demonstration it is found 

in the fact that there are to-day nearly three hundred thousand cases 
non-adjudicated lying in the Pension Bureau awaiting the decision 
of that bureau, some of which have been there for years. We have 
the official assurance of the Commissioner of Pensions that with all 
the increase of force which can be contributed it will be impractica- 
ble for him to determine more than 25,000 cases per annum under the 
most favorable circumstances, and that this number cannot after a 
year or two be possibly reached. 
* Assuming 25,000 as the largest number which can be adjudicated, 
without allowing for any new claims that may be presented, it would 
take twelve years to pass upon those which are now before that bu- 
reau. 

If we take into consideration the additional fact that where the 
records of the Adjutant-General’s Oftice do not show the service of 
the soldier, as they do not in a large number of instances, parol evi- 
dence is required to be furnished not only of service but of the time 
of disability, and when the Surgeon-General is incompetent to fur- 
nish evidence of the character and nature of the disability the de- 
lays are increased probably 50 per cent., we may safely assume 
that with the whole amount of clerical labor which can be applied 
to the solution of these questions and the securing of evidence, it 
must be more than twenty years before an adjudication of these 
cases can be had. 

With this brief statement of the condition of business in the Pen- 
sion Bureau, I assume the necessity for some radical change in the pres- 
ent method of ascertaining and adjudicating the rights of pensioners. 
We have the assurances of the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Commissioner of Pensions for several years, certainly for four years 
or more, that the present system is burdensome to those who are en- 
gaged in administering it, unjust to pensioners and unjust to the 
Government, inasmuch as no adequate protection exists against 
fraudulent claims, the testimony being wholly ex parte in every one 
of these cases. To-day we have a pension bill which appropriates 
$50,000,000 to the payment of this class ofclaims. I undertake to as- 
sert here to-day that the Government is not protected in the slightest 
degree against frauds for the payment of the whole of this vast 
amount of money. A collusion between two or three parties only 
can present a claim to the Commissioner of Pensions for a pension 
which is so perfect in all its parts that it will not challenge investi- 
gation and it will be passed upon favorably, and ex necessitate rei. 
Surely, then, it is the part of wisdom for Congress to devise some 
method by which this great danger can be averted, and by which the 
claims of pensioners themselves can receive that fair, impartial, and 
prompt consideration which their services to the country so richly 
entitle them to expect. 

The provisions of the bill which I have just introduced as an amend- 
ment to the pending pension bill are the result of laborious action by 
the Committee on Pensions. They have labored earnestly and zeal- 
vusly for years to present to the Senate some system by which the 
admitted evils of the existing system can be to some extent corrected. 
We do not presume to hope that the provisions of the amendment are 
such as will commend themselves to the favorable consideration of 
every Senator, nor do we claim that it approximates perfection, but 
we do believe that it is a step in the proper direction, and that if the 
system for which it provides is put into operation the Government 
itself will be protected to an amount which I will not undertake now 
to specify against fraudulent claims, and that the claims of bona fide 
and honest pensioners will be facilitated immeasurably by the adop- 
tion of the system. It is therefore in the interest of the honest pen- 
sioner and of the Government alike, and the only classes of persons 
who are injured by it will be the dishonest pensioners and the dis- 
honest claimants, whose facilities for fraudulent claims will be very 
much curtailed if this amendment should become a law, and the pen- 
sion-claim agents who throng around this city and have been lobby- 
ing so actively for so many months to defeat the passage of this bill. 

it will be readily understood by Senators who have paid any atten- 
tion to the character of the memorials and petitions which are daily 
presented that there are, perhaps I might say, two machines in opera- 
tion intended to influence the decision of this body upon the bill which 
has just been moved asan amendment. The pension claim agents of 


this city appeared before the Committee on Pensions when this };) 
was under consideration. They were granted a full and free h a 
and for days occupied the attention of that committee in ean , 
against the provisions of this bill. Every facility was afforded — 
of representing their side of the question, but when it is seer i 
if this bill were to go into effect they become at once insignificant 
the prosecution of a claim ; when gentlemen who came before ae ; 
claimed to represent 40,000 pension claims recognized the fact th and 
this bill should be passed Othello’s occupation would be eeks. 7 
that the opportunity of erecting palatial residences in our cities oo 
the profits derived from such business would no longer exist, it is 2 
remarkable that they should oppose—they would be more or less tha, 
human if they did not oppose—with might and main the enactment 
of a provision which would interfere so seriously with their busine, 
and with their profits. - 

What has been the consequence of this activity? Blank forms 9; 
petitions have been circulated all over the country far and wide + 
every correspondent that they had, and they come up here every 
morning from the East and from the West, from the North and from 
the South, and no matter how widely separated may be the localities 
from which they hail, every one of them has precisely the same 
phraseology. Every one of these petitions, therefore, has emanated 
from the pension agents of this city or others interested with they 
in perpetuating the existing condition of things. 

Now, I would call attention to the fact that there have also been 
presented many counter petitions from parties and organizations of 
soldiers who declare that they had previously signed a petition rp. 
monstrating against the passage of this bill because they had not 
examined it, but subsequently having an opportunity of examininy 
the provisions of the bill, they are satisfied that it is beneficent in j:, 
purposes and that its effects will be most beneficial to the pensioners 
themselves, and therefore they ask that the bill shall pass. I could, 
if it were necessary, read by the hour from such correspondence, 
which is furnished me, but I do not think it necessary, because every 
one must readily perceive that the interest of these gentlemen jx 
against this bill, and that the whole of these petitions, which would 
appear to be the spontaneous action of the soldiers of the last war, 
are not really their spontaneous action, but are manufactured for the 
occasion. 

The provisions of the amendment which I have suggested are, in 
fact, with one slight modification, identical with those of Senate }jl] 
No. 496, reported from the Pensions Committee to the Senate some 
time ago and which has been placed on the desks of all the members. 
An elaborate report, embodying the argument in favor of its adop- 
tion, has been furnished to the Senate, and is within the reach of 
every Senator. 

I merely call attention, therefore, to these facts as indicating, i; 
my judgment, the necessity for some action in this direction being 
taken at this time, because there is little probability of our being able 
to secure the passage of Senate bill No. 496 as an independent proposi- 
tion at this late hour of the session. Now, when we allrecall the fact 
that some of the most important political legislation which this coun- 
try has ever known has been ingrafted on appropriation bills by the 
party on the opposite side of the Chamber, when we recollect thefact 
that the rule has never been allowed to stand as an insuperable o}- 
stacle in the face of the then majority of the Senate whenever any 
political legislation was desired to be ingrafted into our code, it seems 
to me the objections come with less force than they would it the gen- 
tlemen had been uniform and consistent in their opposition to legis- 
lation on general appropriation bills. I know that both sides of the 
Chamber have committed themselves against it time and again; 
know that both sides of the Chamber have declared that the practic 
was pernicious, and that it should not be any longer countenanced 
or encouraged ; but when I recall to your recollection the additions! 
fact that this is no political legislation, that no partisan legislation 
is embodied init, that no party is to receive any benefit from it, thet 
the object is to promote the general good of the whole community, 0! 
the country, of the Government, and of the pensioners, and that a! 
the same time it will be a protection to the Government which te 
quires protection, a protection to the Government employés, a protec 
tion to the Treasury, I say if we are not mistaken in our ideas as © 
the scope and effect of the passage of this bill, these great benetils 
will be secured to the Government and to pensioners alike, and I re 
spectfally submit that the Senate would err much less by permitting 
this amendment to be ingrafted upon the pension bill, and thus s 
cure action upon it in the Senate, than they would to refuse to col 
sider it and suffer the existing condition of things to go on for an 
definite period without any possibility of rectifying it. = = =. 

If any plan had been suggested, or can be suggested, which is pre 
erable to this, I am ready, for one, to say that I shall sustaim It. * 
have no special desire to see the provisions of this bill pass excepts 
to the degree that they will afford relief from the present evils under 
which we suffer, and it is admitted, so far as I know, by all a 
that the existing system is one which cannot furnish relief to th 
pensioners or protection to the Government. _ sates 

I have thought it my duty as the mouth-piece of the Committ 
on Pensions of the Senate, to say this much upon the merits of t , 
proposition which I have submitted to the Senate, being well . 
of the fact that my remarks are perhaps not germane to the quest 
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but I desired certain facts to go before the Senate and before 
7 in this connection. 


f order 


she country 


“Me, DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, I have listened with | 
cae: ete 


jeasure to the chairman of the Pensions Committee, and agree 
some pe to a very considerable extent in his remarks. There are 
= acamen and facts that I think the Senate ought to know in con- 
noe with this bill. I believe fraud ought to be hunted down and 


! aed xamination I have given this question from time to time, 
-om that which other Senators more competent than myself 


trom ° 
: that there are frauds to a great amount in the matter 
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» of the Senate. i ia 
rhe number of pensioners on the roll June 30, 1880, was 250,802 ; 
snber added to the pension-roll during the fiscal year 18e0, 19,545 ; 
+ increase of the pension-roll during 1880, 8, 002, Phe amount paid 
- mite ir pension-roll, 1880, was $37,046,185.89; amount paid for 
eb of pensions, 1850, $23,914,194.86 ; average amount paid each 
oe <joper on regular roll, $103.34 ; average amount paid each person 
oder the arrears-of-pensions act of March 3, 1879, $560.15. The Secre- 
-ary of the Interior informs us that there is a deticiency for the cur- 
~ont year amounting to $18,282,306.68, and we have just added that 
.mount to the pension bill for the present year. The Commissioner 
{ Pensions estimates that for the next year and for years to come it 


will take to pay pensioners on the regular roll per annum at least 


2-.000,000, On June 30, 1880, there were on file 282,597 unsettled 
yension cases; deduct for duplicate and rejected claims 30 per cent., 
being claims now pending, ) which will leave 187,318. The estimated 
amount to pay each pensioner or of each claim for pension under the 
arrears act as estimated by the Department is $1,025, making a total 
f 192,000,847. ; ‘ : 

it will be seen from the above estimates that it requires to pay the 
pension cases now pending $192,000,847, and annually for years to 
ome fully $50,000,000, and no man can tell but that it will require 
Jouble that sum; in fact some estimate that it will require more to 
nay arrears of pension than to pay our national debt. It will be 
recollected by the Senate that when the arrears-of-pension bill was 
inder discussion the estimates were very much less than it appears now 
+o take; so that the estimate that is now being made by the Depart- 
nent may yet be far under the real figures. 

Claims for pensions have until recently come in at the rate of three 
r four hundred per day. There were 141,466 applications for pen- 
sion filed in the Pension Office during the fiscal year 1880. 

I call the attention of the Senate to the following table : 















wo oe 
oo On | 
} ge «© | Number of pensioners on the roll and the 
ae 2s | amount paid for pensions, with the cost of 
Veet, | gs | ga | disbursements. 
= an | go? Invalids. W _ “| Total. — . 
| 
4, 337 4, 299 8,636 | $1, 072, 461 55 | 
| 4341 3, 818 8, 169 790, 384 76 | 
7, 821 6,970 | 14,791! 1,025,139 91 
| 23, 479 27, 656 41, 135 4, 504, 616 92 | 
35, 880 50, 106 85, DEG 8, 525, 153 11 
55,652 | 71,070 | 126, 722 | 13,459,996 43 


69, 565 
75, 957 


9 ar 
2, 89 


83, 618 153, 184 | 18, 619, 956 46 
93, 686 169, 643 | 24,010,981 99 
105, 104 187, 963 | 28, 422, 884 08 
111, 165 198, 686 | 27,780,811 81 
114, 101 207, 495 | 33, 077, 383 63 


26, 066 | 
24, 851 18,221 | 87,521 
--| 43,969 | 16, 562 93, 394 
--| 26,391 34, 333 


















i | 113,954] 118,275 | 232, 229 | 30, 169, 341 00 
13,303 | 16,052 | 119,500 | 118,911 | 238,411 | 29, 185, 289 62 

| 16,734 | 10,462 | 121,628 | 114,613 | 236,241 | 30,593, 749 56 

18,704 | 11,152 | 122,989] 111,832] 234,821 | 29, 683, 116 63 

23,593 | 9,977] 107, 898 | 232,137 | 28,351,599 69 

22,715 | 11,326 } 103,381 | 232,104 | 28, 580,157 04 

44,587 | 11, 962 | 92,349 | 223,998 | 26, 844, 415 18 

| ‘ 











| 957,118 |; 31,346 104, 140 | | 33, 780, 526 19 
Weeeeeeeeees | 141,466 | 19,545 105, 392 | 250, 802 | 57, 240, 540 14 
Total.....| 765,306 | 417,718 |..........]....2..-- Pcnwadonis 455, 718, 505 70 


“will be seen by reference to this table that in 1874 the number of 
‘Pications for pensions was 16,734. In 1879 the arrears-of-pensions 
t passe d,and in 1880 the number of applications for pensions was 
{1,4 
«2 Up to 141,466, in the short space of six years. 
».,¢ Humber of claims examined and allowed in 1874 was 10,462; in 
~~" 19,545. In 1860 there was paid for pensions but $1,100,802; in 
«Vy Se4,#00,811; in 1878, $26,844,415, showing that the pension-roll 
. commenced to decrease from 1870 to 1878, but in 1850, after the 
shows ws Pensions act was passed, the amount paid was $57,240,540, 
718 & Very sudden increase again. 
a + Poa much for pensions in one year as in the first fifty years 
tha drat These figures are taken from official reports, and show 


hears te uetons HOW Cost us more per annum than the entire ex- 
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let it come from where it may, and I feel very confident | 


[ have some figures, taken principally from the official | 
the Commissioner of Pensions, to which I will call the atten- | 





net expenses of the United States in any one year (including all wars) 
previous to 1856. 


Number of men furnished by each State during the late war, 








| Aggregate number 
| Aggregate number of men furnished 
States. ot men furnished under all calls re 
| under all calls duced to a three 
years’ standard 
PE cedewebedeavcondoescctancdnnde 
ET MOOING sadn cccccorscusescs | 
WD Reeds cccvescacsausseccsusces 
| IR, <1 catunawteeaeneensese 
NE du kasdiecnendente ceca 
SII 52... cacbavacndewsennens | 
Ey Pie cukvetbiuGinndesnueens — 
EE Sita Caudvetendiceneaevceus | 
Pennsylvania.......... SReeweenesiens 
ED aid cena wan daces Suaceuwen 
ee Tiere | 
Wee VSG s-onwececedidsevaces+es 
District of Columbia ...<ccccccessees 16, 872 
Riis nwktkakin de nmmeawmenersieinmediaah 117, 133 
DP bxtcusstenéucayucedekhan wade 195, 147 | 
SN Gs ih aunucie din ad iauae Woke wes 258, 217 
EN waetcadevewesecunsiecnetius 0,119 
ll ad onpnae caderes 46,118 | 
Tv .eceascaseadeand kunwanews 25, 034 | 
MMM Rawancsecesescecns csannesnntacs 75, 860 | 
PE Scuneegucatennstctuwacuat nen | 108, 773 
PED ccdweeeséccessaonea aeeal 72, 660 
PE Cis cevicnudévencuvescnessass 20, 097 | 1s, 654 
Nd ia, Seatdat So ae, 2, 653, 062 | 2 129. O41 





It will be seen by the above table that the total number of men 
furnished by all States was 2,653,062; total men, reduced to three 
years’ service, furnished was 2,129,041. 

It has been between sixty and seventy years since the war of 1812, 





406, Very suddenly the number of applicants was increased from | 


and there are now on the pension-roll nearly thirty-tive thousand 
pensioners of that war, about ten thousand of which are survivors. 
Tho rest are widows and dependants, and it costs between $3,000,000 
and $4,000,000 per annum. There were perhaps ten times as many 
persons engaged in the late war as there were in that of 1812. If 
this estimate is correct, and I think it is, we shall for the next sixty 
years be paying an average per annum for pensions of about forty 
million dollars, making a grand total of about two billion four hun- 
dred million dollars, which is more than our national debt now is, 
and about as much as it was at any time during the late war. 

I hear some Senators laugh, Mr. President, but these are the fig- 
ures. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will say to the Senator that I was not Jaughing at 
what he was saying; but, if he will allow me, I will ask him a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. With pleasure. 

Mr. LOGAN. He is multiplying now and finding out how much we 
shall pay sixty years from now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No, that was not my statement. 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, during the coming sixty years. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I gave the average based on the 
pension-roll now for the war of 1812. 

Mr. LOGAN. I should think that was a very fair estimate, if all 
these people would live sixty years. There is no question about that. 
They are generally at least thirty-five or forty now, and some of them 
older. That kind of computation is so perfectly absurd to me—I do 
not know how it is to the gentleman—that it is enough to make 
almost anybody laugh. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Absurd asit may be to the Senator’s 
mind, the fact is that there are 10,000 people now on the pension-roil 
who were in the war of 1812, and it is nearly seventy years since that 
war. ‘That is the fact as taken from the pension-rolls. I put the aver- 
age at $40,000,000, and it is well known that we are paying now per- 
haps twice that much. The Senator and other Senators laughed when 
persons in the Senate told them, when they were about to pass the 
arrears-of-pensions act, that it was going to cost fifty or sixty million 
dollars. There was a laugh then, and there were persons who said 
that it was absurd; but to-day the laugh is on the other side, and 
they find there is not so much absurdity about it, though nobody 
raised the figures as high as the actual facts are, notwithstanding my 
friend’s laugh. These figures may not be pleasant to the Senator, 
but they are facts, and the tax-payers have to pay the money. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator need not talk about this being pleasant 
| or not pleasant tome. I have said nothing about his figures except 
| as to the sixty years these men are to live after they are forty years 
old. I did not make it necessary that they should live that long; it 
was the Senator himself. 

Mr, BLAINE. I think I was a little responsible for what seemed 
to be laughing at the remarks of the Senator from West Virginia. 
While I do not disagree in the main with the figures of my friend, I 
| do not think we need disturb ourselves about what the 150,000,000 
people in the United States will have to pay sixty years hence. I 





decade of our Government, and more than the | was telling the Senator from Illinois of a gentleman who told me 
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that he never counted anything as liabilities that did not fall due in 
a week. [Laughter.] So this Government need not count anything 
as a very pressing liability in the way of pension that is to be paid 
sixty years hence, when the population of to-day in this country will 
be trebled, and probably the wealth will be tenfold as great as it 1s 
now. At the same time I beg to say that I do not disagree with my 
friend from West Virginia in the estimate he makes as to what may 
fall due at that time. I think he is quite correct. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am glad the Senator agrees with 
me as to the tables; but ought we to entail such heavy responsibili- 
ties on the 150,000,000 people that my friend from Maine talks of ? 
Let us provide for the obligations of the present; but do not let us 
be providing for saddling upon the future payments to such an ex- 
tent. We ought to take care of the tax-payers to-day, and they will 
take care of themselves hereafter. . 

I base my estimate upon the results of the act pensioning soldiers 

of the war of 1512. If the facts were not just as the Commissioner 
reports them or if the figures were not so, I could hardly believe there 
were 10,000 people living to-day who were in the war of 1812; and 
yet there are that many survivors of that war upon the pension-roll. 
I could hardly believe that there were 25,000 living widows of soldiers 
oi the war of 1812, and yet the facts show it, though it is nearly seventy 
years since the war ended. 
“ Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator allow me to remind him of one thing 
in regard to these computations which seem to be accepted in their 
mathematical proportions; and that is that the existing pension laws 
in reference to the war of the rebellion grant pensions only by reason 
of disability, while the pension laws in reference to the wars of earlier 
times apply almost entirely in consequence of the mere fact of serv- 
ice, and pensions have been extended to those who were the relatives 
and connections of those soldiers, and to those soldiers who contracted 
no disability and consequently have survived until the present time. 
Unless we change the pension laws of the country it will be utterly 
impossible that there shall be such enormous aggregations of pay- 
ment in the future as the Senator indicates. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think my friend is mistaken in 
saying that we put upon the pension-roll persons who are relatives, 
That is not my understanding. 

Mr. BLAIR. We put on the widows. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Commissioner of Pensions tells 
us in his report that there are of actual survivors of the war of 1312 
ten thousand. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator must know that any actual survivor 
who was in the service fourteen days in the war of 1812 is entitled 
to a pension and that of those who contracted disabilities in the war 
of 1812 probably there are not to-day three hundred men surviving. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is one of the questions 
whether they contracted disabilities or not. I believe to-day there 
are more men improperly upon the pension-roll, who are as able as 
you or I to earn a living, than there are survivors of the war of 1812. 

believe to-day there are a great many pensioners upon the roll who 
contracted no disease whatever, but who have improperly and fraudu- 
lently in many cases gotten there. We are told by the Commis- 
sioner, and I think at one time we were told by the former chairman 
of the Committee on Pensions, the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. 
INGALLS, ] who is always careful in his statements, that he believed 
five or six million dollars was annually paid out to fraudulent pen- 
sion claimants, and the Commissioner of Pensions now estimates that 
there is in the neighborhood of five or six millions or 10 per cent. 
of the entire amount fraudulently and improperly paid. Hence the 
necessity of some such bill asthe one now pending. Although I have 
not examined this carefully, and I cannot say that I approve of all 
of its features, lam sure that if some such bill can be passed and 
go into effect, this Government will save five or six millions a year 
from fraudulent pensions and punish frauds in many cases. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now [should like toask the Senator a question right 
there. If he thinks or if the Commissioner of Pensions states to the 
country that he is paying five or six million dollars of fraudulent 
pension money, will the Senator please explain to the Senate why the 
Commissioner paid it if he knows it is frandulent pension money ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is just what this bil! wants to 
find out; and that is just what the Committee on Pensions now are 
trying to pass the bill for, to tind out. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator cannot get out of it in that way. Isay 
that if the Commissioner of Pensions reports that he pays five or six 
million dollars of pension money that is frandulent, he cannot make 
that report if if is truthful unless he knows of the fraud, and if he 
does he is a dishonest man. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
nor myself knew of the fraud. 

Mr. LOGAN. Upon what does he estimate if he does not know the 
frauds? Here under the statute he has a right to cut off any pen- 
sioner any moment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. We understand that; but when- 
ever a bill or an amendment is offered to cut them off in wholesale 
if they are there, there is some opposition to it from some quarter. I 
am not referring to the Senator from Illinois for I do not know that 
he opposes it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam opposed to it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I did not know it. 





Neither the Pension Commissioner 
I said it was so estimated. 
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Mr. LOGAN. You know it now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am sorry to know it, fo 
that it is his duty and mine to hunt down pension frauds 
them, and not allow the tax-payers to suffer from them. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will not allow the Senator to put me in such a pos; 
tion, for I am as ready to hunt down frauds as anybody; bat a 
that a man who makes a report that he pays five or six’ million it 
lars annually fraudulently is a dishonest man unless he knows oa 

He has no right to state it unless he knows the 
fact. He has no right to pay the money fraudulently, and if he ma 
he should not state the fact unless he can show itto beso. I say that 
no such argument as that is a fair argument in favor of a bil] 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I remind the Senator that neithey 
the Commissioner of Pensions nor myself stated that we knew tl i 
fact to be so. : 

Mr. LOGAN. If you do not know the fact, you should not state: 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is the Senator's opinion : but 
I have an opinion, and I have the right to state what I believe, 
_ Mr. LOGAN. I say if there is a pensioner on the roll who is recei 
ing his money fraudulently, it is the duty of the Commissioner o: 
Pensions, under the law, to eut him off from the list. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is just what we are trying p 
do by this bill. he 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir; I beg the Senator’s pardon. We shal] se 
whether you are trying itor not. When you stand in the Senar 
Chamber and say that money is paid to men frandulently, befor: 
accusing the soldier who receives it dishonestly, you should kno» 
what you state to be a fact. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. 
us have some evidence. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. We have heard thunder before to. 
day, Mr. President, but generally there was more in it than there j: 
to-day. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iwill only say to the Senator that he has heard 
thunder and so have others, but the thunder never came from his 
quarter. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am willing to take what the Sen 
ator says, but I do not want the Commissioner to be judged improp- 
erly. ‘The Commissioner has made the estimate, and so far as I know 
he is sustained by the Secretary of the Interior, for the report comes 
to Congress saying what his estimate is. I know nothing of frauds 
myself. The Pension Commissioner does not say that he knows ot 
them; but that is his estimate of their amount, and it is not only his 
estimate, but as I say the Senator from Kansas stated that he be- 
lieved after examination that it was not far from correct, not that 
particular statement, but that there was a large amount in his judg 
ment. I understand also that the Pensions Committee generally le- 
lieve there are a great many frauds that this bill would remedy and 
cure. This is the reason why I am for passing this or some measur 
to prevent frauds and hunt them down and punish them. I would 
rather spend a million dollars to hunt out fraud and punish it, than 
to pay one-tenth of it to fraudulent claimants, and I think it would 
be cheaper for the Government to do it. 

From the beginning of our Government to 1865 the entire or tota 
amount paid for all pensions did not exceed $90,000,000, or an averags 
of a little more than a milliona year. We appropriated all that was 
estimated or asked by the Secretary of the Interior and the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions for the current year, but the payments have so far 
exceeded their estimate that they send us a special message asking to: 
a deficiency of eighteen or nineteen million dollars for this year. We 
are now paying about double as much per annum for pensions as al. 
the rest of the world. 

When the arrears-of-pensions bill was under discussion in the Senate 
some Senator said it would cost buta few millions; others twenty or 
thirty miilions; I believe none estimated above thirty or forty mi- 
ions. We now find that it will require several hundred millions. 

I find by referring to the record of the vote on the arrears-of-pensions 
bill, March, 1879, that but four Senators voted against its passage, 
viz: HererorD, McCreery, SauLsBuRyY, and Davis of West Virginia 

Mr. President, we have upon our table a communication from the 
Commissioner of Pensions dated the 20th instant, in which he reviews 
the pension-arrears act of 1879, and gives in detail the reasons, facts 
and figures upon which he bases his estimate, and concludes as f0- 
lows: 


TI believe 
and punish 


Now I must take the floor. 
You should give us someevidence. Le: 


205 902 963 | 
$25, 293, 


Amount of arrears to old pensioners 





First payment of pensioners to July 1, 188 & eal, = 0 

Arrears in pending claims. .-...-.-.--- Pere 192, = : ; 

Annual pensions to 125,000 new pensioners. -..... pswsnseceeendererse 284, 189, 
ited 4. . saschedkeued \aupes tance nab eseeseuMenhat SRaeae suds 510, 301, 637 


This amount is directly chargeable to the arrears-of-pensions re 
and does not include the regular pension-roll as it existed before th 


act of March 3, 1879. ; 

The Commissioner of Pensions estimates $50,000,000 to pay the reg: 
ular roll for the current year, and thinks it will increase until i 
requires $60,000,000 annually to pay the regular roll, The Commis 
sioner also estimates that under the present system of paying 4n° 


° * idi on 
examining pension claims, 10 per cent. of the amount paid is up¢ 
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i upon the total estimate of the cost of the arrears-of-pensions 
an “oy than $50,000,000. These figures are startling, yet the pres- 
ane aysteln is continued from year to year and but little effort is made 
+» find and punish the guilty. 
~ Mr. President, I am in favor of paying all who are justly entitled 

pensions. I think fraud should be hunted down and severely pun- 
and whenever found. We should use every safeguard possible to 
protect the Treasury and tax-payer. I think every man who was 
wounded or disabled in the United States service ought to have a 

ion; but I object to a wholesale expenditure of the people’s money 


aa rsons Who are not entitled to it. Many are to-day receiving large 
7 I ‘ong who are as well and as able to earn a living as a majority 
epsion c a 


of this Senate or the people of thiscountry, = a6 

rhe Commissioner of Pensions tells us there is in his opinion 10 per 
cent., or about five million dollars, annually paid to persons who are 
ae entitled to it, and he asks us to give him such legislation as will 
protect the honest pensioner and punish the dishonest. I am for it. 
We ought to protect alike all persons justly entitled to a pension and 
the tax-payer. ‘ . é 

| believe it to be the duty of the Senate in some manner to put a 
stop to the large amount of money paid annually to pensioners who 
are not entitled to it. It is believed by a great many people that a 
fair and proper examination would develop these immense frauds. I 
know that some persons think they are very much less than they 
really are. We hear much about soldiers and the danger of talking 
against soldiers. Noman has heard me say one word against soldiers ; 
noone has heard me say a word against a pensioner that is justly en- 
titled to be on the pension-roll; but I do intend to say a great deal 
against those who are fraudulently and improperly receiving pen- 
sions, if there be such, and it is believed by many that there are, and 
if there are we ought to pass some bill that will cut them off and pre- 
vent a repetition of the abuse. The law should be such that no man 
can get on the pension-roll till there is proper proof that he is entitled 
or LOGAN. Mr. President, Iam unfortunate sometimes, especially 
when I get into a colloquy with my very genial and kind and gener- 
ous friend from West Virginia. He talks about thunder. I bave 
heard him make that speech before. It is not new tome. He made 
the same speech to me once before, and I did not then understand it 
because it was, in common and vulgar parlance, “ very thin” to come 
from a Senator who is a great mathematician, who is certainly enti- 
tled to much credit for the mathematical accuracy with which he 
has demonstrated many propositions before this country. I have 
been very much surprised at the argument made by the Senator 
from Virginia and the Senator from West Virginia. If you put the 
two together, although the latter was trying to enforce the former, I 
can demonstrate I think that the arguments will not hang together. 
The Senator from Virginia says that he wants this bill passed to 
facilitate the pensioners’ business. I do not misstate him when I 
say that. He says that claim agents are opposed to it. Now, if this 
bill is for facilitating of the pensioners’ business and the obtaining 
of pensions, why should pension agents oppose it ? 

Mr. WITHERS. It deprives them of their profits. 

Mr. LOGAN, Ido not understand that and cannot see it. The 
trouble is they get no profits unless the pensions are allowed; and if 
pensions are not being allowed the profits are not derived. 

The Senator from West Virginia says that if the pensions are al- 
lowed it will cost the Government an excessive amount of money. 
Now, the Senator from Virginia says he wants to facilitate the obtain- 
ing of pensions, and yet the Senator from West Virginia says it will 
cost an enormous amount of money to the tax-payers of this country. 
I should like to ask the Senator from West Virginia if he is for this 
bill and it will advance the interests of the pensioners, why does he 
undertake to demonstrate this enormous amount that it will cost the 
people t 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator give way ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I will certainly give way to the Senator to explain. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am for this bill or any other bill 
that will punish the fraudulent pensioners and give those justly enti- 
tled to pensions their money. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is the reason, is it? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That isthereason. My desire is to 
reach those who are receiving pensions dishonestly, if there be such, 
and I believe there are. I want to reach the dishonest ones; the 
honest ones I want to pay. 


Mr. LOGAN. Now, the Senator says he is in favor of this bill be- 
— it will reach fraudulent pensioners. If that is the merit of this 
ill, why all this array of figures showing the amount of pension 
money the people have got to pay? Has that anything to do with 
" argument for detecting fraudulent pensioners ? 
wm of West Virginia. I think it isa good bill; and the 
of a y 7 passing this bill or some other to prevent the payment 
fign pars @ this money itself to fraudulent persons is shown by the 
Me § representing our present expenditure. 
- tity Then how will it prevent frauds? The Senator does 
strate how oe there are fraudulent pensioners; he cannot demon- 
m0 call in this will prevent fraud, how it is going to do it; and let 
miteee s co oe and that of the chairman of the Pensions Com- 
sioner of a t ot Inder the law as it exists to-day the Commis- 
of Fensions has the right to have any pensioner in the United 
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States examined by a surgeon at any time he sees proper. Is not 
that true? The Commissioner has the right to send a special agent, a 
special deputy of his, to examine any pensioner in the United States, 
no matter where he lives, at any time. That is the law. The Com- 
missioner may appoint additional surgeons for examinations. That 
is the law now. He may appoint additional inspectors, if you may 
call them by that name, to examine pensioners. That is the law now. 
The Commissioner of Pensions may suspend any pensioner on the roll 

That is the law. He may stop any pensioner receiving his money 

That is the law now. Then, tell me how it is that you want a law 
with more power to stop frauds than exists now? If the Commis- 
sioner has power to suspend any pensioner, has power to re-examine 
him, has power to take new evidence, has power to send a special 
agent to examine him, to bring him before a surgeon for examina- 
tion, tell me what more power you desire should be committed to his 
hands for the purpose of detecting frauds? 

With all the power that can be given to a man under the laws of 
the United States that Commissioner is to-day empowered to detect 
fraud, to dismiss pensioners, to have them re-examined anywhere, at 
any place, by surgeons appointed, and to appoint additional surgeons, 
to appoint additional inspectors ; and with all this power you say he 
cannot detect fraud. Why, sir, give me that power and I will ask no 
Congress to pass a bill to enable me to detect fraud. 

The trouble is not in the dishonest pensioners ; it is not because of 
their intention of obtaining money fraudulently. The trouble is that 
the head that administers the law is not competent for it. There is 
the trouble, sir. Make aman Commissioner of Pensions who has 
ability to administer the law as it is written in the statutes, and you 
will have no necessity for any amendment to your pension law. 

The Senator from Virginia thought he had made a great point 
when he said that pension agents were hovering around this Capitol 
No pension agent has ever spoken to me, nor would I allow one in 
any way to intluence me in my action in reference to this question. 
I was sorry that he brought that into this argument; that does not 
look like high and elevated argumentation when a man wishes to 
lug in some little thing outside to affect a bill, and talks of pension 
agents and claim agents! I have heard that before; it has no terrors 
for me, sir. 

But Senators talk about petitions being sent out by claim agents. 
Ah, sir, petitions have been sent out on both sides. I will not say by 
whom on the side that the Senator advocates, but equally as dishon- 
orable a performance as the one on the other side if what he states 
is true. I will not dabble in the dirty waters of claim agents or any 
of the mud stirred up by the Commissioner of Pensions in order to 
either advocate and advance this bill or to defeat it. 

What is the effect of this bill? Not to benefit the soldier, not to 
protect the Government. What do you do? You appoint in this bill 
a board of surgeons in each district. You have surgeons there now. 
If they are not competent, turn them out and pnt in others. You 
have a surgeon in almost every county. In nearly every county in 
my State the Pension Commissioner has appointed examining sur- 
geons, and in the city of Chicago there is a board of examining sur 
geons, and all gentlemen who stand as high in the medical professior 
as any men in this nation. So it is all over the country. The sur- 
geons are multiplied where necessary under the law as it now exists, 
even down to counties, to examine pensioners; and yet frauds cannot 
be detected. Whose fault isit, I ask? Is it the fault of the law? 
It is not the fault of the law but the fault of the administration of 
the law. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. What would the Senator have the 
head of the Pension Bureau do? Would he have him send a special 
agent to examine every one of the 240,000 pensioners now on the 
roll? Is that what he proposes to do? 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir, because I would not suspect the 240,000 of 
being dishonest men. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Neither does the Commissioner of 
Pensions suspect that the 240,000 are dishonest men, but he does sus- 
pect that some of them are dishonest men. It is not possible for 
him to know who is dishonest and who is not dishonest. He can send 
a special agent to examine a pensioner, but he does not usually send 
that special agent until he has some information that there is occa 
sion for it. 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator from Wisconsin permit me to read 
a few words from the report of this committee ? 

And when it is remembered that under the system now in force the Commis 
sioner is not authorized te send out agents to search for fraudulent cases, but must 
wait until reasonable suspicion has attached to a case before he can order an in 
vestigation, it will be seen that the discovery of these frauds must be left mainly 
to accident, and therefore that the frands discovered are probably very few in 
comparison to the whole number which exist 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If I may be allowed to say one 
word further I will add that I have been personally acquainted with 
the Commissioner of Pensions for twenty years and upward. The 
Senator is of the opinion that he is not competent to administer the 
powers of the bureau. I think he is competent not only to adminis- 
ter the powers of that bureau, but to administer the powers of the 
Department of the Interior or even to be President of the United 
States. 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, [have no reply to make to that. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The reply is that in your opinion 
he was not competent to discharge the duties of his position. 
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Mr. LOGAN. I repeat it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
ment. s 

Mr. LOGAN. I say that the Commissioner of Pensions who, under 
the law as it now exists, will have asuspicion of fraud without know- 
ing that there is fraud, is not competent to administer the law. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If he knew fraud he would not 
have any suspicion of it; he would know it asa fact. _ 

Mr. LOGAN. Now I will answer the Senator from Wisconsin, and 
the paragraph the Senator from Connecticut read, and I will be 
obliged to him if he will read it again. 

Mr. PLATT. I will read a little more than before. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well; read what you choose. ; 

Mr. PLATT. I want to read what I read before in this connection : 

Table 4— 

Referring to fraudulent claims— 
shows that under the present system enormous sums of money are being drawn 
from the Treasury through fraud by persons who are not entitled to pensions, and 
that many perjuries and forgeries are committed in pension claims ; and when it 
is remembered that under the system now in force the Commissioner is not author- 
ized to send out agents to search for fraudulent cases, but must wait until reason- 
able suspicion has attached to the case before he can order an investigation, it will 
be seen that the discovery of these frauds must be left. mainly to accident, and 
therefore that the frauds discovered are probably very few in comparison to the 
whole number which exist. 

Mr. LOGAN. You are advocating what this bill proposes because 
this Commissioner has asked it to be passed. Are all the pensioners to 
be examined by the board that he is to appoint under this law? Is 
that what you propose? You ask me if I would examine the two hun- 
dred and forty thousand. Do you propose to do it under this law? 
It affords no more facility for the examination than does the old law. 
Then if you do not propose the one, why ask me if I propose the 
other? if, kn) 

In reference to the proposition made as to suspicion of fraud, how 
do you propose to detect it ? Do you propose to call every pensioner 
before this board and re-examine his case? Is that the object? It 
does not purport to be its object, and if it isnot, what then? How are 
you to detect the fraud any more easily than under the laws that 
exist? The Senator from Wisconsin asked me if I would send ex- 
aminers all over the country. Why, your present Commissioner has 
done that. In my own State he has sent his clerks as special agents, 
and they have gone all through the country examining pensioners to 
see whether they were guilty of swearing falsely or not. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It seems, as he construes the law, 
he had the right to send special agents. 

Mr. LOGAN. Of course he has the right. 
ing. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. You are saying more. He construes 
the law in this way: he has the right to send a special commissioner 
when there is a reasonable suspicion that fraud is being perpetrated 
upon the Government in a particular case. 

Mr. LOGAN. I beg the Senator’s pardon. He has a right to send 
them to examine any pensioner in the United States that he chooses. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Will you refer to the statute giv- 
ing that right ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I will refer to the statute. I assert it to be the law, 
and I ean refer to it, too. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He construes the law differently. 

Mr. LOGAN. Section 4774 of the Revised Statutes reads: 

The Commissioner of Pensions is authorized to organize, at his discretion, boards 
of examining surgeons, not to exceed three members, and each member of a board 
thus organized who is actually present and makes, in connection with other mem- 
bers or member, an ordered or periodical examination, shall be entitled to the fee 
of $1, on the receipt of a proper certificate of such examination by the Commissioner 
of Pensions, 

Sec. 4775. Examining surgeons duly appointed by the Commissioner of Pensions, 
and such other qualitied surgeons as may be employed in the Pension Office, may 
be required by him, from time to time, as he deems for the interests of the Goy- 
ernment, to make special examinations of pensioners, or applicants for pension, 
and such examinations shall have precedence over previous examinations, whether 
special or biennial; but when injustice is alleged to have been done by an examina- 
tion so ordered, the Commissioner of Pensions may, at his discretion, select a board 
of three duly appointed examining surgeons, who shall meet at a place to be desig- 
nated by him, and shall review such cases as may be ordered before them on ap- 
peal from any special examination, and the decision of such board shall be final 
on the question so submitted thereto, provided the Commissioner ye the same. 
The compensation of each of such surgeons shall be $3, and shall be paid out of 
any appropriations made for the payment of pensions, in the same manner as the 
ordinary fees of appointed surgeons are or may be authorized to be paid. 

Src. 4776. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to appoint a duly qualified 
surgeon as medical referee, who, under the control and direction of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, shall have charge of the examination and revision of the 
reports of examining surgeons, and such other duties touching medical and sur- 
gical questions in the Pension Office as the interests of the service may demand ; 
and his salary shall be $2,500 per annum. And the Secretary of the Interior is 
further authorized to appoint such qualified surgeons (not exceeding four) as the 
exigencies of the service may require, who may perform the duties of examining 
surgeons when so required, and who shall be borne upon the rolls as clerks of the 
— class; bnt such appointments shall not increase the clerical force of said 

ureau. 


Then, in reference to the agents, he has the same power to appoint 
nts for the purpose of going over the country and examining pen- 
sioners, and does it, and they go into counties and send for pension- 
ers, bring them up and examine them. 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. They only bring up and examine 
those whom they suspect. 
Mr. LOGAN. And whom would you examine? That is exactly 


Very well; I have made my state- 


That is what I am say- 
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what I am talking about. If he has the power to examine those wh 

are suspected now, what more power do you give this board that os 
want to appoint? He has the power now, and you do not want the 
board to go calling for every pensioner in the United States to a 
amine him. I presume youonly want a board to examine those wh ; 
are suspected. He has that power now, and he exercises it : hence I 
say that is the power he has now. If he does not exercise it and 
stop frauds, it is because he is not qualified to execute the law . 

Mr. THURMAN, Will the Senator from Illinois yield to me? He 
is discussing a question that profoundly interests a very large number 
of people in at least two-thirds of the States of the Union. | think 
that his remarks ought to be listened to by a full Senate, and a fresh 
and not a tired Senate. If he will give me leave to do s0, I will move 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. LOGAN. I yield. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Will the Senator allow me one mo- 
ment to refer to the statute under which the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions is authorized to appoint special agents ? 

_ Mr. THURMAN. I greatly prefer that the Senator should postpone 
it until we all come in fresh to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It will only take a moment, and | 
wish to use it in connection with what the Senator from Illinois has 
been saying. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will put it in in the morning. 

: oo CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I will put it now if Iam permitted 
0 do so. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will change my motion at the suggestion of 
Senators and move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND in the chair.) Before 
putting the motion the Chair will lay before the Senate a message 
from the President in reference to the removal of the Ponca Indians, 
inclosing several documents. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the message be read. 

Mr. DAWES. Let it be referred to the select committee on the 
Ponca investigation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We always read méssages of the President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be read. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Before the message is read I desire to 
read section 474 of the Revised Statutes. I think no one will object 
to that: 

The Commissioner of Pensions is authorized to detail, from time to time, any of 
the clerks in his office to investigate any suspected attempts to defraud the United 
States, in or affecting the administration of any law relative to pensions, and to aid 
in prosecuting any person implicated, with such additional compensation as is cus- 
tomary in cases of special service. Any person so detailed shall have the power 
to administer oaths in the course of any such investigation. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is just what I said the law was. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. As I understood the Senator, it is 
just exactly what he did not say ; if it is otherwise, I misunderstood 
him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not necessary to read it to-day. I move 
that the Senate do now proceed, before the message begins, to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After thirty-nine minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at five o’clock and 
twelve minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


I desire to read section 474, by 
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The House met at eleven o’clock a. m. “ae 

The SPEAKER. There will be no prayer this morning In conse- 
quence of the absence of the Chaplain. He was not notitied of the 
change to an earlier hour of the meeting of the House, and therefore 
no blame is to be attached to him. 

Mr. McKENZIE. I understand the reading of the Journal will take 
three-quarters of an hour, and therefore I move it be dispensed with. 

Objection was made. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. ReaGan] has 
notified the Chair the Committee on Commerce desire, by unaninolls 
consent, to have the privilege of sitting during the sessions of the 
House until after the completion by that Committee of the river an¢ 
harbor appropriation bill. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, 
and it is ordered accordingly. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. ; 

Mr. JOYCE. I ask, by unanimous consent, to take from the Speak- 
er’s table a bill (S. No. 1305) for the purpose of putting it on its pas 
sage. The bill has already passed the Senate providing—— 











Mr. COBB. I call for the regular order of business. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Ob, withhold the demand for the regular order fora 
a. yOYCE. The special Committee on the Yorktown Celebration 
ey considered this Senate bill and unanimously agreed to its passage. 
Ar COBB. I demand the regular order of business. . 
Mr. O'NEILL. The gentleman from Indiana might give way for 
aan our this morning. It would do no harm, and might enable the 
fou s to clear the Calendar of some bills which ought to be passed. 
— JOYCE. Let the gentleman from Indiana wait a moment 
anti] we can pass the bill to which I have referred. 

_—" DUNNELL. There is no quorum present. 

Mr. TALBOTT. There are many bills upon the Speaker's table 
which ought to be disposed of at once. ; 5; 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move to go to the business on the Speaker’s 
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a SPEAKER. That motion is not in order at this time, but will 
be hereafter. 5 : 

Mr. COFFROTH. Then I move by unanimous consent to submit 
the motion. ie ss ‘ ° : * 

“The SPEAKER. The first business in order is the morning hour 
for the call of committees for reports. , 

Mr. COX. I move to dispense with the morning hour. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I move to amend that by providing we shall pro- 
ceed to call up bills for the purpose of giving relief to some individ- 
ual people of the country. ; ; 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be amended. The question is on the 
motion to dispense with the morning hour, which requires a two- 
thirds vote. The Chair is of the opinion that two-thirds have not 
voted in the affirmative. 

Mr.COX. I demand a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 89, noes 20. 

Mr. FERDON. No quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers, and Mr. Cox and Mr. FERDON were 
appointed. wm s 

The House again divided, and the tellers reported—ayes 126, noes 19. 

Mr. FERDON. I do not demand any further count. 

So the motion was agreed to, two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move now to go to business upon the Speak- 
er’s table. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order pending the motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
The Clerk will read the rule. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Rute XVI, clause 9. At any time after the expiration of the morning hour it 

all be in order to move that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering bills raising 
revenue or general appropriation bills. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to go into committee takes prece- 
dence of the motion to go to business upon the Speaker’s table. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CoOrrRoTH] asks that by unani- 
mous consent the House proceed to the consideration of business on 
be Speaker’s table. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr, COBB. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of pro- 
aay ith the consideration of the District of Columbia appropri- 
ation bill. 

The SPEAKER. That is equivalent to an objection. 

Mr. Copn’s motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. CONVERSE in the chair, ) and proceeded with the consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to provide 
for the expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee rose last evening the pend- 
hg question was on the motion of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Htnton] to strike out the paragraph which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“or maintaining the jail: For one warden, $1,800; one physician, $1,000; deputy 
warden, $1,100 ; three guards, at $1,000 each; fifteen guards, at $900 each; one en- 
cineer, at $1,000; one assistant engineer, at $900; four firemen, at $800 each; one 
whessenger, $700; two cooks, at $420 each ; in all, $27,040. 


Tbe House divided; and there were—-ayes 12, noes 60. 
’ the amendment was rejected. 
lhe Clerk read as follows: 


g 509. LS Stence, $13,800; fuel and lights, $3,000; beds, bedding, and clothing, 
ms medicines, medical stores, delicacies for the sick, and disinfectants, $500 ; 
to wa os : ak books, and blanks, $150; forage for horse and cows, and repairs 
dean” niohs harness, $500 ; furniture, hardware and tinware, cooking-utensils, 
pong ah . taney and cell-buckets, $1,000 ; preparing for execution, $200; ice, 
hereafter th ome $200 ; miscellaneous articles, $300; in all $22,150: Provided, That 
of each, ieesl icers of the Reform School, jail, and insane asy lum shall at the end 
And pron: ie 4 ee’ make report to the commissioners of the District of Columbia : 
priated for it Jurther, That hereafter the officers of each of the institutions appro- 
1v8 Tenorts : Pall outof the revenues of the District shall embrace in their respect- 
the number of es ‘owe complete inventory of all the personal property in detail, 
Price paid oa mp: De and number of days each is employed during the year and 
said institution and the amount of garden and field products produced at each of 
products, &e. together with the disposition made of said personal property, 
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Mr. COBB. The Committee on Appropriations recommend an 
amendment on line 130, after the word “ make,” to insert the word “ a.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For the following charities, namely : 

For relief of the poor, $10,000. 

Mr. BARBER. I move in line 141 to strike out “ten thousand 
dollars ” and in lieu thereof to insert the words “‘ twelve thousand six 
hundred dollars, and out of the same amount the sum of six thou- 
sand six hundred dollars is hereby set apart as a fund for the payment 
of physicians employed to treat the poor.” 

Mr. COBB. I make a point of order on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COBB. It is antagonistic to Rule XXI—section 3 of that rule. 
It increases expenditures. 

Mr. BARBER. It makes no change in the existing law. 

Mr. COBB. There is no law for the provision which the gentle- 
man seeks to incorporate into this bill. 

Mr. BARBER. This appropriation makes no change, however, 1n 
the existing law. It merely increases the amount of the appropria- 
tion for the relief of the poor of the District. 

Mr. COBB. But the amendment specifies how it shall be expended. 

Mr. BARBER. But there is no law regulating the expenditure of 
money for the relief of the poor in the District. 

Mr. COBB. You propose here to make a law providing how $6,600 
of it shall be expended. 

Mr. BARBER. But we certainly have a right to direct how the 
appropriation shall be applied, and that is to secure a certain sum 
of money to pay the medical force which is employed for the relief 
of the poor of this District, and to give them suitable compensation. 
As the gentleman from Indianasaid yesterday, there are over twenty 
thousand paupers in this District, and probably he spoke within 
bounds in fixing them at that number. As I understand it, there are 
some eleven physicians employed by the District board who treat 
this number of paupers, and they receive the pitiful sum of $30 per 
month each for services of much greater value. My amendment 
simply increases the appropriation to the extent of $2,600, and sets 
apart a suflicient sum to enable the board, if they think proper, to 
employ physicians at a monthly salary not exceeding $50 a month. 
I think the point of order is not well taken, and the amendment 
ought to commend itself to the judgment of the committee. 

{r. BLOUNT. It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that the point of 
order is well taken. We have existing at this time a statute provid- 
ing that no contract shall be made except where an appropriation 
has been fully authorized by existing law. Now, there is no legis- 
lation of that kind to authorize this change. It is impossible that 
such a contract can be made at this time, because it is unlawful. 
The proposition of my friend is therefore one that looks to a change 
of that legislation which prohibits a contract to be made where 
there is no law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the point of order 
is well taken as the amendment stands. If the gentleman from IIli- 
nois shall strike out from this amendment that part which refers to 
the manner in which this $6,600 shall be expended by the board, the 
sense of the committee can be taken upon the question of increasing 
the amount of the appropriation. 

Mr. BARBER. Very well, then, I will do that; I will modify the 
amendment, trusting to the goed sense of the commissioners as to the 
mode of expending the fund. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now report the amendment as 
modified by the gentleman from Illinois. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 141 strike ont ‘310,000 ’ and insert ‘‘ $12,600," so that if adopted it will 
read, ‘‘ for the relief of the poor, $12,600.”’ 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 25, noes 31. 

Mr. BARBER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cons and Mr. BARBER were ap- 
pointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported ayes 43, noes 
not counted. 

So (no further count being demanded) the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For the Industrial Home School, 210,000, $5,000 of which shall be used for build- 
ing a house on the premises, under the direction of the commissioners of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. And hereafter the commissioners of the District of Columbia 
are authorized to visit and investigate the management of and have a report of the 
receipts and expenditures of all the institutions herein appropriated for 

Mr. HUNTON. Ioffer an amendment, to come in at the end of that 
paragraph. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert, after line 159, the following : 

“One of said commissioners, to be selected by the board of commissioners, shall 
be a member of the board of managers of the Industrial Home School, with all the 
powers, duties, and privileges of the other managers of said school.” 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 15, noes 47. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


GENERAL EXPENSES. 
_ For salaries and contingent expenses : 
For executive office: For two commissioners, at *&,000 each; one secretarR 
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2,160; one clerk, 21,500; one clerk, $1,400; one messenger clerk, $900 ; one messen- 
ger, 8600; one driver, $480; for contingent expenses, including printing, books, 
stationery, and miscellaneous items, $3,000; in all, $20,040: Provided, That the en- 
gineer commissioner of the District of Columbia shall hereafter be entitled to the 
rank, pay, and allowances of a colonel of engineers, 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Riode Island. I make the point of order upon 
the proviso appended to that paragraph. It changes existing law 
and increases expenditures. 

Mr. COBB. I trust the gentleman will not insist upon the point 
of order. I wish to say in regard to this matter that this proviso is 
simply in the opinion of the committee an act of justice to this com- 
missioner. ‘Two of these commissioners are paid now $5,000 a year. 
This gentleman for whom provision is made here is a detailed Army 
officer; detailed expressly for this duty. 
knowledge of the duties that he performs more actual service than 
either of the other two commissioners. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. The gentleman is discussing the 
merits of the proposition, and not the point of order. 

Mr. COBB. I know very well if the gentleman insists upon the 
point of‘order that it is well taken, but I hope he will not insist 
upon it. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the point of order 
is well taken and sustains it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For old-records division : For one clerk $1,200 ; one clerk, $900 ; in all, $2,100. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to offer an amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “dollars,” in line 196, insert “ for special assessment division: 
One clerk, £1,800; one clerk, $1,400; one clerk, $1,200; contingent expenses, includ- 
ing books, stationery, and miscellaneous items, $100; in all, $4,500.” 

Mr. COBB. I make the point of order upon that amendment upon 
the ground that there is no general law establishing the offices which 
this amendment provides for. 

Mr. HUNTON. Mr. Chairman, I would like for the gentleman from 
Indiana to blow either hot or cold, and he might take his choice. 
Yesterday he maintained that the law was in the appropriation bill 
for the current year. Now he says this is subject to the point of order 
because there is no general law. The appropriation for the current 
year provides for the assessment division; and more than that, the 
Secretary of the Treasury has estimated for it. 

I have before me the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
which I will read for the benefit of my friend from Indiana. Yester- 
day he was making the fight for the Secretary. To-day he ismaking 
it against the Secretary. Yesterday he rested bis point of order on 
the ground that the present appropriation made the law. To-day he 
says this amendment is subject to a point of order because it is in the 
appropriation bill for the current year. The gentleman must be 
wrong upon one point or the other; I leave him to decide on which. 

The appropriation bill for the current year provides for the assess- 
ment division just as my amendment provides for it. The Secretary 
of the Treasury makes the estimate for it as necessary for the carry- 
ing on of the duties of the District government. Here is what the 
Secretary says: 

Special assessment division, $4,200. 

Mr. ALDRIGH, of Rhode Island. I hope the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia does not mean to advise the committee that the Secretary of 
the Treasury has made any recommendation other than by allowing 
this amount to remain in the bill. 

Mr. HUNTON, Iam stating exactly what the Secretary says, and 
the gentleman from Rhode Island can draw his own conclusions. I 
will read what the Secretary says on the subject. Addressing the 
District commissioners, he says : 

GENTLEMEN: By section 3 of *‘ an act providing apermanent form of government 
for the District of Columbia,” approved June 11, 1578, it is made the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to carefully consider all estimates submitted to him for 
the expenses of the District of Columbia, and to approve, disapprove, or suggest 
such changes in the same, or any item thereof, as he may think the public interest 
demands; and, after such consideration, to cause to be made a statement of the 
amount approved by him, and the fund or purpose to which each item belongs, which 
shall be certified by him and delivered, together with the estimates as originally 
submitted, to the commissioners of the District of Columbia, who shall transmit 
the same to Congress. 

Pursuant to this duty, the Secretary returns herewith the estimates submitted 
by you for the expenses of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1852, with his approval, as follows. 

And then follows what I read a moment ago— 

For special assessment division, $4,200. 


So that it is not only provided for in the existing law but is recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury as necessary. I desire now 
to call the attention of the committee to what I had read from the 
Clerk’s desk yesterday. 

Mr. COBB. If the gentleman will allow me a moment—he has ad- 
mitted I was right half the time, which is a strong admission in my 
favor—I withdraw the point of order. 

Mr. HUNTON. It isa good thing for the gentleman that he is right 
half the time. 

Mr. COBB. I could not admit that much for the gentleman from 
Virginia in his treatment of this bill. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HUNTON. Now on the merits of the case, the point of order 
having been withdrawn, I proceed to state that the special assess- 
ment division in the District government has been in existence ever 
since I have known anything of that government. It was estimated 
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tor by the commissioners whose estimate was approved by the Sec 
tary of the Treasury ; and it is, as I am informed by the Dist rict ¢ “ 
missioners, essentially important to continue this division of t = 
ernment. From the chief of the division we have a letter. a 
of which only I will read, the whole of it being in the 
this morning: 


The revision of the assessments on streets and avenues has been comple: i 
a large amount of work remains to be done before the office can be ¢ lose vanes 

There are one hundred and sixty-six alley assessments in a state of part hy 
vision. ee 

The claims for revision filed in 1875, 1879, and 1880 are not yet 
reported upon. ; 

Lien certificates have yet tobe prepared and issued upon one hundred and « 
six streets, and also the one hundred and sixty-six alley assessments. 

The accounts of Mr. George W. Beall, late clerk in charge of the Collections os 
account of special assessments, since 1871 to July last, should be reco a wi 
the books of the treasurer of the board of public works and the cox 
the sinking fund. 

The old records in this office are valuable, and should be properly cared foy a» 
filed ; and the current work is by no means insignificant, and covers every conenin 
able form of complaint. say 
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So that in the view of the commissioners, in the view of the Secre. 
tary of the Treasury, and in the view of the chief of that divisio 
it is necessary to continue this portion of the appropriation bil], 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order having been withdraw; 
the question is on the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. In view of all the facts and cp. 
cumstances which surround this case, facts which are as familiar ty 
the gentleman from Virginia as to myself, I am greatly surprised ly 
should ask that this appropriation be inserted in this Dill. 

When the District appropriation bill was before the District Coy. 
mittee last year they called the attention of the commissioners to the 
fact that we were called upon to appropriate a very large sum for sai. 
aries of executive officers, a sum larger, I believe, than that appropri- 
ated in any city in the country of the same size, and a larger sum 
than is appropriated in several of the States for salaries of similar 
otticers. In the District appropriation bill last year we appropriated 
over one hundred and sixty thousand dollars for salaries of executive 
officers, not including fire, police, and the school departments. This 
bill appropriates $160,000 for similar purposes. The only city whos: 
reports I have had a chance to examine since last night is the city of 
Buffalo, of about the same size as this; and I find that they appro- 
priate $30,000 for the same ofiices. In my own city of Providence, 
with a population of 105,000, we expend but $53,000 for these ofticers 

When we called the attention of the commissioners to this con- 
dition of things they alleged as the principal reason for these large 
expenditures the revision of special assessments which had been 
ordered by Congress. They stated to the committee that this revisio: 
would be completed in a few months, and after it was completed they 
proposed of their own volition to recommend to Congress to reduce 
the appropriation for these executive offices. In June, 1879, when 
the last act was passed for making revisions the commissioners stated 
to the committee that the revision could probably be completed 
within three months, that is, by the lst October, 1279. They have 
been before Congress or the committee three or four times since for 
the purpose of having the time extended and making promises that 
the revision should be completed within a few months. They fixed 
the time in April last. Again, they fixed it in July. By a communica- 
tion which I have before me and which I will not take up the time 
of the committee to read, they fixed it in October. They finally tixed 
it in January of this year. In their report sent to this House in 
December last they say : 

The revision of special assessments required by the acts of 19th June, 1575, and 
2ith June, 1879, will be completed by January 1, 1881, and will be made the subject 
of special report. 

Now, what do we find this morning? The revision of special as- 
sessments having been completed, we find the gentleman fromVirginia, 
the chairman of the Committee on the District of Columbia, urging 
this appropriation and giving as a reason for it a letter which he pro- 
duces from the very man whom we propose to legislate out of ollice, 
giving his reasons why he should be retained, and why his salary 
should be continued. es 

I believe this course is an unusual if not extraordinary one. This 
oflicer says, in a letter which the gentleman from Virginia has read, 
that the revision is complete to-day, but he desires to be retained in 
his office for another eighteen months for the purpose of performing 
other duties. In my opinion, after careful examination, many of (he 
duties suggested cannot properly be performed by this gentleman. — 

He proposes to revise his own acts, apparently to go over this work 
indefinitely. The appropriation bill for the current fiscal year pro- 
vides for the continuance of these officers for six months. | believe, 
and I think every member of this committee will agree with me, that 
this revision could have been completed in six months’ time, instead 
of being extended over three years. 

What has been the result of this revision? It has reduced the 
amount of taxes due to the District for special improvements ove 
and three-fourth million of dollars, and a large portion of this reduc: 
tion has been in violation of law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to say a few words in answer to the ge0- 
tleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. ALDRIcH.] I am as much an advo- 


cate of economy in the affairs of the District of Columbia as he = 
I would be very glad to reduce the expenditures of the governmen 
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¢ +hig District, but I do not think that the government is liable to 
) he eriticisms Which the gentleman has made upon it. That gen- 
‘man knows as well as I do that since the new form of government 


* +hig District went into operation under the law of June 11, 1878, 
~nenditures of this government have been greatly reduced. 

’ iine. twenty-eight inspectors of water have gone out of office. 
iy enumerate other reforms. Now, I cannot understand why 

~ »tleman from Rhode Island should sit in his seat and see all 
nthe r officers of the District government provided for without 

- any eftort at reform in any division of the government until 

i se to the special assessment division. He seems to want to 


he whole reform in that one division, to wipe out that division 
The commissioners of the District of Columbia themselves 
-~ shat itis important to retain that division, and as evidence of its 
aaah they give a letter which they called upon the chief of 
sion to write. 
ntleman from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] criticises me be- 
I ask to retain this division in the District government upon a 
sritten by the chief of that division. I ask it at the instance 
the Secretary of the Treasury and at the instance of the District 
: mers. And the District commissioners, as evidence that it 
ssary, produce from the records of the division, as furnished 
of of the division, a statement of whatis to be done in that 
son, There is nothing unusual in that. 
be necessary, if further economy should be introduced 
rs of the government of this District, it should be ex- 
he divisions of the government, and not aimed 
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| through t 
ele division alone, which, in the opinion of the ofticers of 
trict government, is important for the proper discharge of the 
nd funetions of government imposed upon the commissioners. 
v to this Committee of the Whole that the District commission- 

me voice claim that this division is important for the proper 
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ition of the functions of the government of this District. As 
of that they furnish a letter which I have read to the com- 
The Secretary of the Treasury supervised the assessment 
his division, which was sent in by the District commissioners, as 
have read from a letter of the Secretary himself. In face of all 
s, it seems to me there is no reason why this division of the Dis- 
rict government should be stricken down. 
Mr. ALDRICH, of RhodeIsland. I move to strike out the last word 


tor the purpose of replying to the statements of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. HUNTON.] LIagree perfectly with him that this re- 
form ought to be extended through all the departments of the Dis- 





rnment. The excuse given by the District commissioners 
fore for this large expenditure has been that the revision of the 
special assessments was going on, and until that was completed there 
no reduction of any magnitude One reason why I favor 
out of the appropriation for this special assessment divis- 
on is that its functions have ceased and there is no reason why it 
should be continued. 

My friend from Rhode 
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Mr. HUNTON. 


me out in the declaration that there are special assessments constantly 
going on in this District. 
Mr, ALDRICH, ot Rhode Island. Not by any means. 


Mr. HUNTON. I beg your pardon. 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. There isno authority of law and 
assessments in this District, and I defy the gentleman from Virginia 
or any other gentleman on this tloor to point me to an act of Congress 
withorizing any such assessment. 

Mr. HUNTON. I can do it. 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. 


mr 
ull 


It cannot be found. The act of 
e 11, 1s78, I think, specially forbids the levying of any special 
issessment after that date for any improvements. If any have been 


made it has been in violation of law. The provision in relation to 
mylai . : . ° . . ° 
‘omplaints being filed before the commissioners expired a year and a 


half ago; and if any complaints are made now they are made with- 
it authority of Jaw, and certainly there should be no department 
tor the reception of unauthorized complaints. 
ue gentleman undertakes by implication to assert that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has approved the retention of this appropriation. 
1 admit that formally he has done so; but I know of my own know]- 
dge, and J state it without hesitation, that the Treasury Department 
‘sin favor of striking out this appropriation: and that it has only 
veen retained by an inadvertence. __ 
Mr. HUNTON, 
mend it? 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. 


It must have been overlooked 
® Treasury Department, as I know that the officers of that De- 
ment are in favor of striking it ont. They know as well as I do 
that the only effect of retaining it must be to give places to some 
four or five officials. 
given for the retention of the appropriation. 
Be HUNTON. Did the decuctary of the Treasury tell the gentle- 
nan that he wanted this appropriation stricken out? 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I did not say that; I said the 
Me Hecpartment ranted it stricken out. 
the law of i a We do not look to the Treasury Department ; under 
MT, AL 1878 we look to the Secretary of the Treasury. — 
“t, ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. For the information of the gen- 


Island will certainly bear | 


there has been nore since June, 187, for the levying of any special | 


Why did the Secretary of the Treasury recom- | 


In the letter which has been read no reason is | 


tleman, I will say that the Treasurer of the United States made pre- 
cisely the statement I have given. 

Mr. HUNTON. But he is not the man who makes recommenda- 
tions to us; it is the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. The gentleman from Virginia 
knows as well as I know that the Treasurer is the man at the Depart- 
ment most familiar with the workings of this portion of the District 
government. 

Mr. HUNTON. We can only look to the recommendations of the 
Secretary himself—nobody else. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I will admit that the Secretary 
of the Treasury has made a formal recommendation to this House; 
the gentleman is entitled to the benetit of all that the fact may imply. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Is it not true that these estimates for the salaries 
of particular officers are made simply because those officers are in 
existence, and the recommendations do not imply any opinion as to 
the importance of the duties that those officers perform ? 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Certainly. 

Mr. HENKLE. Mr. Chairman, every one desires to see the expenses 
of this District retrenched, and there are no members of this House 
who are more anxious for that consummation than members of the 
District Committee. But it is known to every intelligent member of 
the House and to every citizen of the District that the condition of 
affairs existing here for the last ten or fifteen years has | ke 
that of other city of the whole country. In th 
career of a District government that was organized many years ago, 
the whole town was u ied from center to circumference. 
were graded and re rad 


wen unli 
any wild, reckless 


ntuor 


ptu Streets 


graded : 


grades were changed; property was de- 
preciated in value, and in some cases its value was utterly annihi- 
| lated. In hundreds of instances citizens were bankrupted. Special 


assessments were laid upon property when the value of the property 
was actually destroyed by what was claimed to be an improvement. 
These assessments were grievous and oppressive, and in many cases 
amounted to a contiscation of the property. Redress was sou at 
| the doors of Congress year after year without any relief linally, 
in 1878, a bill was passed extending relief to those who had not yet 
paid their special sssessments, but no relief was giver 


l 
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rhi 


1 to those who 
had, in dread of legal proceedings, paid their assessments, enormous 

| though they were. Afterward another bill was passed ext 
relief by drawbacks to those who had paid their assessments. 
Now, this work extended over the whole city. It involved 
adjustment an examination and revision of the special assessments 
| of the entire city—all the improvements that had been made here 
| during that reckless reign of ring rule in the District of Columbia. 
Such a confused, chaotic condition of public affairs has never been 


ending 


In its 


known in the country as existed right here in the District of Colum- 
bia. The work of revision was a herculean task. It w 


28 IMpPoOssi- 
| ble for the clerical force in any oftice to do it within a limited Tite, 
| The officers of the District have worked diligently at this business ; 
| they have worked with ability, and the gentleman at the head of 
this department is the peer, and I believe the superior, of any man 
| in that sphere of business within the limits of this District. He is 
in reference to matters of this sort a perfect encyclopedia—a man 
| thoroughly familiar with all the details of every department under 
his charge. These officers have labored all the time faithfully and 
efficiently, but the work is not completed. In the nature of things 
it could not be completed within the time thus far allowed. The com- 
| missioners in sending their estimates to the Treasury Department 
| have regarded it as necessary that this work should be continued for 
a while in order that it may be finished. The Treasurer has exam- 
ined the question carefully and seriously, and he has sent in his re- 
port to Congress saying that it is necessary to continue it. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Has the gentleman read the 
letter which the chief of the special assessment division sent to the 
chairman of our committee, the letter in which he says that the work 

| of revision of assessments of streets and avenues has been completed ? 

Mr. HENKLE. I have not. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. 
the gentleman to read that letter. 

Mr. HENKLE. But the gentleman, as a member of the Committeo 
on the District of Columbia, knows that complaints are coming to us 
every day with regard to the grievous nature of these special assess- 
ments, and he knows that they have not been fully adjusted. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. The gentleman from Maryland 
knows as well as myself that any special assessments now being made 
are unauthorized. 

Mr. HENKLE. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


It might be well enough for 


The special assessments are all the time going on. 
ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
HENKLE. I know as much about it as the gentleman. 








{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I withdraw the formal amend- 
ment. 

Mr. NEAL. I renew the formal amendment. Mr. Chairman, I 


have been disposed to be as liberal with this District government as 
any member of the District Committee ; but it has seemed to me that 
the offices of this District government needed a thorough and com- 
plete revision. I believe there are more employés than are required 


to do the necessary work of the government; and when we consid- 
ered the District appropriation bill last session I was assured by one of 
the commissioners that they would reduce the expense of that govern- 
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ment at least 25 per cent. There is no reduction in this bill what- 
ever. If I wanted to provide a government for this District, with 
my knowledge how municipal affairs should be governed, I would do 
away with other officials besides those whom it is now proposed to 
do away with. 

Now, what are the facts? There were assessments made upon the 
property of individuals known as special assessments for particular 
improvements. These assessments were made years and years ago. 
Complaints were made from time totime of those assessments. F inally, 
in order to allow persons who had any right to complain, to have 
their special assessments revised, we passed a law for the revision of 
those special assessments under the District government. 

One of two things is true: either we must pass a law wiping out 
all these special assessments or there must be some end to this re- 
vision. As has been well stated by the gentleman from Rhode Island, 
{ Mr. ALpRicH, ] the law which authorized these revisions has expired 
by the terms of its own limitation, and therefore there is now no 
authority for it whatever. , 

It is true we have complaints made before our committee daily, by 
persons who do not wish to pay these special assessments, that they 
are exorbitant and unreasonable in their character, but the fact 
that these assessments have not been revised before has been because 
the parties themselves have not presented their cases to the board 
of revision. 

I believe this system of taxation is the most iniquitous ever in- 
vented by man to extort money from the people. The pretense under 
which it is made is that it is an improvement to the property com- 
mensurate with the amount of expenditure. That, however, is un- 
true in almost every particular. We have a law of that kind, as you 
are well aware, Mr. Chairman, in Ohio. It is limited to 25 per cent. 
of the value of the property. Formerly it was unlimited. I remem- 
ber one instance in which a distinguished citizen of Ohio, William 
M. Corry, had his property assessed by the city council of Cincin- 
nati. The improvements were made and the property was sold, but 
sufficient was not realized from the property itself to pay the assess- 
ment after the improvements had been made, and the city council 
brought suit against Mr. Corry to compel him to pay out of his other 
property this assessment which had not been liquidated by the sale 
of the improved property itself. This bears me out in the statement 
that the system itself is iniquitous. 

Besides, sir, it has been most unjust in its character in this District, 
as any one who is familiar with the District itself knows. Persons 
of means and influence have had special assessments for improve- 
ments upon their property revised, and they have received payment 
for damages, while those who had no one in court to look after their 
interest have had their claims unattended to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. NEAL. I will withdraw the amendment and renew it for the 
purpose of continuing what I have to say. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the Chair must hold that 
that cannot be done. 

Mr. HUNTON. The gentleman from Ohio and the gentleman from 
Rhode Island have spoken to the committee about the economy in 
the District government. I agree there ought to be any amount of 
economy exercised, but it strikes me as peculiar the two gentlemen 
should direct their economy exclusively to one division of that Dis- 
trict government, and that division which has been in existence for 
the last eight or ten years, certainly ever since I have been in Con- 
gress, and ever since these special assessments began, which was a 
long time ago, and which has the same powers provided for in this 
amendment that it had I believe from the beginning. 

Both of the gentlemen talked about the completion of the revision 
of the special assessments as the reason for abolishing the division 
itself. That division existed before. Special assessments are au- 
thorized by law, and therefore the completion of the revision of 
special assessments does not affect the necessity for them at all. 
When this revision of special assessments was going on, as gentle- 
men of the District Committee wili all bear me witness, there was 
an immense deal of work to do in that division, more than four times 
the labor engaged in that division could accomplish, and it was sup- 
plied, according to my information, from other divisions of the Dis- 
trict government. That special work in revising special assess- 
ments is completed, and therefore they will in that division need 
now only the ordinary force provided tor by the amendment. 

As I understand the duties of this division of the District govern- 
ment, itis always in operation. Special assessments are always going 
on. Whenever a new street is opened or a street is improved, a spe- 
cial assessment is made on the property-holders for the purpose of 
paying for it, and that special assessment goes to this division of 
special assessments under the District government. Therefore, it 
seems to me, Mr. Chairman, it is essentially necessary to keep up the 
special-assessment division in the District government. Although 
the revision of special assessments has been completed, it is neverthe- 
less a part of the District government which must be provided for. 

The Secretary of the Treasury had all these things under consider- 
ation, and he revised the estimate of the District commissioners. The 
fact mentioned by the gentleman from Rhode Island that some man 
m the Treasury Department, it may be some subordinate who has 
this matter especially in charge, has told him verbally this might be 





dispensed with, does not affect the question at all. The law author- 
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izes the Secretary of the Treasury to revise the estimates 
revised the estimates and has recommended the continuation 
special-assessment division at about the rate provided for 
amendment. 

I withdraw the formal amendment. 

Mr. COBB. I renew the amendment. I will say, Mr. Chairm; 
that I have not given this question as careful consideration im tet 
gard to its details as perhaps I ought to have done. How the ov sg 
tleman from Virginia can come here in face of the statement of the 
commissioners of the District and insist this special assessment s)); i 
be continued beyond what is required is something I cannot under- 


He has 
of the 
In my 


stand. ‘There are a great many persons employed in these different 
Departments. I have no doubt they are the friends of gentlemen, | 


have no question about that. When, however, the commissioners 
themselves say in their report submitted to this Congress on the 26th 
of November, or rather published at that date, but submitted on the 
first day of this session, that this special-assessment division would 
complete its work by the ist of January, forthe gentleman to insist 
in contradiction to the commissioners upon keeping up and appro. 
priating for this special-assessment division is something I cannot 
understand, unless, perhaps, it is to force upon this District the ob|j. 
even paying men for performing duties that ought not to be per. 
ormed. . 

_Mr. HUNTON. The gentleman has no right to make such an jp. 
sinuation. 

Mr. COBB. I donot insinuate anything further than the language 
I have read conveys. ™ 

Mr. HUNTON. The gentleman makes an insinuation that is not 
warranted by the facts. 

Mr. COBB. I repel the intention of making any insinuation other 
than the language conveys. I will read what the commissioners say 
themselves. 

Mr. HUNTON. Well, read it and see if it bears out the insinuation. 

Mr. COBB. I will read it and I wish the gentleman to understand 
that I will read it without his command. 

Mr. HUNTON. I do not ask the gentleman to read it. I simply 
want him to do justice to my statement. : 

Mr. COBB. The commissioners say : 

The revision of < tmnes assessments, required by the acts of June 9, 1578, and 
June 27, 1879, but which was interrupted and delayed— 

They give the reason why it was delayed. Why was it delayed ?— 
which was interrupted and delayed by the investigation ordered by the House of 
Representatives during the last session of Congress is still in progress and wil! be 
completed by January 1, 1881, and will be made the subject of a special report. 

Now, the gentleman from Virginia proposes to appropriate for one 
year from the Ist day of July, 1581, and running up to the Ist day of 
July, 1882, for this service, when the commissioners tell him in plain 
and emphatic language here that the work of this special assessment 
division will be completed before that time. If the gentleman can 
meet that statement now I wish he would do it. 

Mr. HUNTON. Will the gentleman allow me? I am sure he does 
not want to misstate the position of the commissioners. I will show, 
if he will grant me one moment, that he does misstate it. He says, 
Mr. Chairman, that the commissioners report that the work of this 
division is completed, or will be 

Mr. ALDRICH, of RhodeIsland. The only authorized work. 

Mr.HUNTON. Iam replying to the gentleman from Indiana, now. 
If the gentleman from Rhode Island will wait a moment I will reply 
to that. With all respect to the gentleman from Indiana in reference 
to his construction of the language of the commissioners I beg leave 
to remark that they say no such thing. But they do say exactly what 
I have stated heretofore that the work of the revision of special as- 
sessments is done. That is all they say; that is what I stated; that 
is what we all know to be a fact, that the revision of special assess- 
ments provided for by law by this Congress or the preceding Con- 
gress has been completed. Thatis the revision of special assessments 
But further—— 

Mr. COBB. I cannot yield my whole time to the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTON. Simply let me finish the sentence. 

Mr. COBB. I prefer to continue in my own time. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana declines to yield. 

Mr. COBB. I have now read what the commissioners say, and the 
gentleman from Virginia has a peculiar way of getting around lan- 
guage. I cannot do it as nicely and adroitly as he does, I must con- 
fess. But I have quoted language which seems to me to be very 
plain. When the commissioners themselves assent that this work 
will be completed or that this division will have completed its work 
by the 1st day of January, as I read, I must confess I take if that 
their language means exactly what it seems to convey. I will read 
it again: 

It will be completed by January 1, 1551. 

That is, these special assessments or the work of this special-assess- 
ment division. Tbat is what they say, and I cannot understand lan- 
guage if that does not mean that the work will be completed at the - 
date fixed. And I can state further, Mr. Chairman, that the gentle- 
man from Virginia who is a member—— ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendment is exhausted. 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. i 

Mr. NEAL. I wish to say in response to the gentleman from Virginia 
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nat he is mistaken when he says that the business of making these 
the"..) assessments for the improvement of property is still going on. 


ane ia — os z ° 
et js no provision of law authorizing these special assessments 


There : 
— roperty to be continued any longer. All the streets and avenues 
upon | 1: improvements are being made are made at the expense 


ee 4 ae treasury, and not at the expense of the property adja- 
ort thereto. So that in that respect at any rate there is no necessity 
— further special assessments. Moreover, Mr. Chairman, the prin- 
; eed on which these special assessments has been made is radically 
= It permitsa clerk or chief of division, together with his clerks, 
too to work arbitrarily and estimate how much the assessment 
already made by a competent officer shall be reduced. Iam informed 
at the Treasury by a well-posted gentleman—a person entirely com- 
netent to pass judgment upon this matter—that there have been not 
han three revisions of special assessments which have been made 
upon property 1m this District ; and I was shown yesterday two sepa- 
rate assessments for sewerage upon adjacent lots on which the origi- 
al certificates were $54, while under the late revision one of the lots 
ly $18, and the man who paid his $54 comes before our com- 
mittee and Wants us to pass a law refunding to him the money paid 
ss r scess of the revision made upon the adjacent lot. AsI stated be- 
fore, one of two things is true: either we should wipe out all special 
assessments and pay back the money which they have been compelled 
to pay, or We must stop the revision somewhere. If there is to be any 
further revision, it should be done, not by a clerk in one of the bu- 
reaus, but should be a competent revision by persons fully acquainted 
with the facts and the value of the property; a jury, if you please, 
who have the necessary knowledge and judgment to make a revision 
in such a way that it will be just and equitable, not only to the prop- 
erty-holder, but to the holders of adjacent property in the District. 

I think, therefore, that in view of the numerous offices already con- 
nected with the District government we can well dispense at least for 
one vear With this board of revision; and I trust the committee will 
yote to keep the appropriation out of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to say to the committee that if the District 
commissioners desire the abolition of this special-assessment division, 
as the gentleman from Indiana construes their language to mean, I 
would be the last man upon the floor of this House to advocate its 
retention; but itis singular, if they have made a report in which they 
sav that the work of this division is ended, that they should then 
come to me toask me to offer an amendment restoring this assessment 
commission to the appropriation bill left out by the gentleman from 
Indiana. If the committee will attend to the language made use of 
by the commissioners in their report, I believe they will find the gen- 
tleman from Indiana is mistaken in his construction of that language. 
It is to this ettect : 


less t 
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The revision of special assessments required by the acts of June 19, 1878, and 
June 27, 1879, which was interrupted and delayed by the investigation ordered by 
the House of Representatives during last session of Congress, is still in progress. 
It will be completed by January 1, 1381, and will be made the subject of a special 
report. 

Now what will be finished by January 1, 1881? The work of this 
revision? No; the revision of the special assessments authorized by 
two special acts of Congress will be finished by that time; but they 
do not say, and did not mean to say, that the work of the division 
would be ended by that time; because the work of that division, as 
I understand, is a continuing work, was in operation before this re- 
vision of special assessments was authorized by law, and is still neces- 
sary in the opinion of the commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
and is still necessary in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
as reported to this House in the letter which I have read. 

The gentleman from Indiana, then, it seems to me, is mistaken in 
the construction which he placed on the language of the commis- 
sioners, If he will examine it more carefully he will see that what 
they say is that the revision of the special assessments will be com- 
pleted by the Ist of January ; not the work of the revision but that 
particular work assigned to it by two special acts; and when that is 
tinished then the regular work of the division comes along, which 
the commissioners say it is necessary to keep up for the purposes of 
the government. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I will admit that the District 
Commissioners are entitled to be represented as the gentleman claims, 
but it is only in this way that they have given their approbation to 
this appropriation for the special-assessment division. ButIcall the 
attention of the gentleman from Virginia to this singular fact: that 
although they send here a communication from a clerk whose ofiice 
a by this appropriation bill, giving some reasons why he 
an : : aie in his position, they do not by word or by impli- 
whaboter achothes a eee In fact they express no opinion 
resene. Ther oe reasons given 7” the — are goes or —_ 
District Committ aon r recommended, since 1 1ave been on the 
the abolition nf tee, 1e cutting down of the salary of a single officer, 
their positic 1 of a single office; and I believe so long as they retain 

If positions they never will. 
oa ‘give at ate the reasons this chief of the special-assessment divis- 
eighteen mont ne — be retained in his position for another 
miliar with — sy Submit to the House, and I believe any one fa- 
$ revision of special assessments will agree with me, 


there j valid res : : pate 
ai alid reason assigned in the communication why he should 
; ed, 





and issued. The assessments have all been made and revised, and to 
issue the lien certificates is a function of the commissioners them- 
selves, and could not occupy exceeding two or three weeks at the 
outside. 

He says further, the claims for revision filed in 1373, 1-79, and 1880 
are not yet all examined and reported upon. By the acts of June, 
1878 and 1879, thirty and sixty days were given to parties who com- 
plained of their assessments to file complaints ; and any complaints 
filed after that were ofno effect. The commissioners had no right to 
take into consideration any complaints except those that were tiled 
within thirty and sixty days respectively. But what have they done ? 
This division which it is proposed to retain has received complaints 
and revised all assessments to completion without regard to any such 
limitation ; and now they propose to go back and examine the com- 
plaints on which the revision should have been based. 

He says the accounts of Mr. George W. Beall need examination. I 
think any gentleman who listened to the testimony taken last winter 
will agree with me this chief of the special-assessment division is not 
the person to examine these accounts. They were too closely con- 
nected in their relations for this gentleman to be called upon to 
audit or approve the accounts of Mr. Beall. These accounts should 
be examined by some one outside of the special-assessment division. 
Those and the further reason that complaints are still coming in are 
the only reasons given by the chief of the division for this appro 
priation. 

The pro forma amendment having been withdrawn the question 
was taken on Mr. HUNTON’s amendment and it was not agreed to— 
ayes 5, noes 54. 

Mr. NEAL. I ask the consent of the gentleman who has charge of 
this bill to go back to the foot of page 7 for the purpose of adding a 
proviso which I shall read. If there be any objection to it I will 
withdraw it. 

At the foot of page 7, after the appropriation for the Industrial 
Home School, is this proviso: 

And hereafter the commissioners of the District of Columbia are authorized t 
visit and investigate the management of, and have a report of t receipts and 
expenditures of, all the institutions herein appropriated for 

I propose to add the following proviso : 

Provided, That the supervision heretofore exercised by the Secretary of the In 
terior over the Government Hospital for the Insane shall be continued, and the 
oflicers of said hospital shall report to him as heretofore, anything in thisact to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

The supervision of the Secretary of the Interior ought to be con- 
tinued. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to going back for the purpose 
indicated by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. NEAL ?] 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection. I think it is the law now, but 
as the gentleman seems to think there is some doubt about it, and 
for the purpose of settling the question, I am willing that his amend- 
ment should be putin. It isimportant that there should be no doubt 
upon the subject. 

Mr. NEAL. Then I offer the amendment I have indicated 

The amendment of Mr. NEAL was then adopted. 

The Clerk read the following: 

For treasurer and assessor's office: For one treasurer and assessor, 33,0 one 
assistant assessor, $1,800; one clerk, $1,600; two clerks, at 31,400 each; six clerks 
at $1,200 each; one clerk, $900; one inspector of licenses, $1,200; one assistant 
$900 ; one messenger, $600, contingent expenses, including printing, books, station 
ery, car-fare, detection of frauds on the revenue, and miscellaneous items, $2,00 
in all, $22,000. 

Mr. FORT. I move to strike out the last line of the paragraph 
just read for the purpose of asking a question of the gentleman in 
charge of this bill. I notice that the paragraph just read provides 
for a treasurer, and quite a number of clerks under him, for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. I had supposed that all the money belonging to 
the District of Columbia was deposited with the Treasurer of the 
United States, and that there was no treasurer of this District and 
no need of any. If, however, Iam assured there is a necessity for 
the oflice, I will withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. COBB. I did not exactly understand what the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Fort] was saying; I could not hear it all. 

Mr. FORT. I said that I have understood that the Treasurer of 
the United States acted for, and was in fact the treasurer for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and that all moneys belonging to the District were 
deposited with him. This paragraph provides for a treasurer and a 
clerk, or two clerks,or may be more,under him. If that office is 
necessary, then all right; if not, it certainly should not be contin- 
ued. It has come to us no doubt from the old District government, 
as many other of these unnecessary otfices have come, and has been 
continued from time to time. If this treasurer, with perhaps one, or 
two, or three, or more clerks can be dispensed with, it is now a good 
time to do it. 

Mr. COBB. I willstate that I fully sympathize with the suggestion 
made by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Fort.] But he will re 
member that the law of 1878, organizing a new government for this 
District, put into the hands of the commissioners of the District the 
power to regulate these officers, and it made it their duty to remove 
them, to change them, and so regulate the business affairs of the Dis- 
trict as to make the system run smoothly. 

That, however, has not been done. I have no doubt at all that 





He says the tax-lien certificates have yet to be prepared | these two officers, the treasurer and the collector, have many more 
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Deas tod: clerks than should be provided. But I have talked with the commis- | fund commissioner, the duty of treasurer of the Distri ‘ 
PY ¥ } ) oe oe . 3 Strict as well as 
ad i sioners about it, and they always seem to be opposed to any propo- | of the United States. 
c sition to reduce expenditures, as stated by the distinguished gentle- Mr. COBB. As this question has been raised here, I will send uy 
i a man from Rhode Island (Mr. ALDRICH] awhile ago. | and have read a provision which I think will cover this question, | 
hi I want to state for the benefit of this committee and for the gentle- | do not offer it as an amendment, but simply desire to have it read fo 
: : : . : > | inf, ati , - ° ee ( 
: man from Illinois the manner in which these two oflices are conducted. | information. Any other gentleman who desires to move it as 
= ; ; : ; é : as 
Pa A There is one oflicer known as treasurer and assessor and there is amendment may do so. If adopted as a part of this bill it Would be 
rae, a another known as collector. Now, it isthe duty of the collector under | original legislation put upon an appropriation bill, which ] object sn 
Rep! the law, as I claim, and I have examined it pretty carefully, to collect | except where it is absolutely necessary. , " 
eG all the taxes and to deposit daily in the Treasury of the United States | The Clerk read as follows: 
hi | ! the revenues which he collects. Instead of that, however, it is done The office of treasurer of the District of Columbia is hereby abolished f 
mm ot in this way: The ofilicer known as treasurer and asssessor goes on and | after the 30th day of Tune, 1881, and the collector of taxes for said District ee 
wh | assesses the property of this District. He retains the books after com and after that date, collect all revenues of the District and deposit the amount, 
r aN thev have been made up, instead of turning them over to the collector, col ected daily with the Treasurer of the United States. The duplicate of assess. 
sty a oe yaa Pe : ey Aw Mie. eanel therefor ment for the fiscal year 1882, and annually thereafter, shall be prepared by ¢} 
i i. as I claim 10 is his duty under the law, taking his receipt theretl¢ | assessor before the Ist day of November of each year; and upon the com cen 
it ae and charging him with the amount on the assessment books. ‘ thereof shall be delivered to the collector, who shall receipt in duplicate for the 
FE ! The treasurer and assessor retains the books, and if you wish to — a of ie move by ont aecteoment. =~ original receipt shall jy, 
a ay taxes you must go through a double process. First, you go to | torwarded to the birst Comptroller of the Treasury, and the duplicate to the aug. 
i pay taxes you ll eee roug os I ese ek Pd ara | tor and comptroller of the District of Columbia. “All tax bills shall be male, : 
R EP) the treasurer and assessor's office, and there the assessment DOOKS are by the collector of taxes; and he shall be held responsible under his bond f oan 
a Be! examined and your tax account made out. Then you must go some- | taxes, except such as he may not be able to collect after fully complying with the 
ba where else to pay your taxes and take your chance when there is a | requirements of law. Y 
ein Fi | } rush of being able to do itina reasonable time. a ee — Mr. SAMFORD. The motion which I submitted was made in Setend. 
B tig bw.\ the account, receipts it, and takes _ ep a ai oe h suld he ance with the remarks that fell from the gentleman from Indiana, | 
ty iba money to the treasurer. I say ae somes i eae a = ti ® | Was not myself apprised as to whether there was any necessity for this 
i ie a abolished, or the rule which they a" aon ae . es rer ofticer known as treasurer and assessor. It would seem now that the 
me te business ought to be abolished. . le a ae “Thi Saneey —— only objection raised to my motion is that it is achange in the exist. 
ea system, and I think J know it Seas eater deinee or 2 have sat ae ing system. But it can make no. difference whether this officer 
bs } ATA , The ave oot t } Fay repes rs 5 PSse al . [CAG ; , e Sere 
ai it carefully. They have got into the way of repeating some of these | called a treasurer and assessor or simply an assessor. If the officers 
aie ee Ge Fi accounts a half dozen times, at the expense of the Government em- | necessary the provision for the oftice should not be stricken out, Lam 
eee et § ploying attorneys, & Ce, — it — be a “rid : the A bar now informed by the gentleman from Indiana that the amendment 
ie ob r| to employ an attorney 1f he cannot do it himself. in my Judgment | he has had read for the information of the committee would reduce 
eae tks it results in great expense to the General Government and without expenses by getting rid of a numberof clerks. In view of that state- 
me Reaes ay 8 any benetit. : t which I had i led t t. but I] ment, I withdraw my former motion and move as a substitute for the 
' ¥ 4 ” a amen ient y . 5 » » se r aw é a. > . ~ ¢ > 2 c se 
eh I have an amendment which 7 had intended to present, but 1 Knew | naragraph extending from lines 197 to 208 inclusive the provision 
ie that the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. HUNTON, } and I say it in all | gent to the desk by the gentleman from Indiana 
: 4 ' 1 ly Tv) ae 205 ” siti 2 are P r P 1 . cr rr - q “i 
1 ae kindine Ss, W ould oppose all ae ed mayors baa = re a e [have The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama moves to strike 
Beatie | 4 y left it o if, OF the ere eae [ ~ ra ie Dint e, ne ; tha tis out the paragraph and insert what has just been read by the Clerk. 
oe ore sible ee +L ee ™ a ‘thek = en 1618 | Mr, HUNTON. I raise a point of order on that amendment, 
ae if i , impossible to correct 1t except by law. 1 trust that, now attention Mr. SAMFORD. Is it liable to a point of order when it does not 
ie li Bee has been called to the subject by the distinguished gentleman from | increase expenditures ? 
1 bee ; ’ = > Bap’ » ween wnrk i : ne 2 ~ £ sa sina = oan . ‘ ee ‘ 
ie Pt ei Illinois, [Mr. Fort, } mem be Ts W ill look into this matter in the future Mr. HUNTON. To be in order it must diminish expenditures. 
ae 47 and take measures to systematize the affairs of this District, and Mr. SAMFORD. It does diminish expenditures according to my 
a q + ‘rebv re ~ » , Nea ~ > » » a . ° ° . ° » Re Y 
i if ¥ the i J b spec eee now borne by the people of the District information, obtained from the gentleman having charge of this bill. 
a ED and by the public Treasury. Mr. HUNTON. There is nothing upon the face of the amendment, 
i s suggested by the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. Cobb, ] but as there understanding; and certainly the provision is a change of existing 


8 not time, perhaps, to fully mature the necessary provisions, I will | jaw, Will the Chair direct that the amendment be reported again? 

Mr. SAMFORD. If I may be allowed to modify my amendment, I 
can put it in such a form as to escape every point of order that may 
be raised. I will now move to strike out the whole of the paragraph 


down to and including the words “in all” in line 207, and then to 


: iE * f withdraw my amendment. 
i Mr. SAMFORD. It seems to be conceded by the remarks of the 
bis gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort] and the gentleman from Indiana 
is ht ; ee { Mr. Cobpn] that there is no necessity for this treasurer and assessor ; 
| j 


and, if not, IT see no reason why this provision should not be stricken 


tr . 1’ j c i ’ ] »o yery PY i 2 P ’ . . ‘ 
H Mr. FORT. I think this would be a very opportune time to do what | as read by the Clerk, which reduces expenditures, according to my 
strike out in lines 207 and 208 the words “ twenty-two thousand dol- 
| 





out of this bill. No reason has been given why it should be retained; | jars” and insert “eighteen thousand dollars.” This amendment will 
j got en & and the gentleman from Indiana has just informed the committee | embrace a reduction of expenditures, and the point of order made by 
Bere eR that his investigation shows it is supertluous—that there is no neces- | the gentleman from Virginia will be obviated. ‘ 
ie et sity for it. Now, as the sum of 522,000 is involved, I think, unless | Mr, HUNTON. I would like to hear read the amendment as modified, 
Ts i ma r there Is some defense tor it, the provision ought to be st ruck out. If The Clerk again read the provision sent to the desk by Mr. COBB. 
Sar Ris: no one else will make the motion, I make it myself. Mr. SAMFORD. And my amendment is also to add “ and there is 
eRe i Phe CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. SAMFORD, ] | hereby appropriated for the purpose of defraying the expenses of said 
heel td salt ee as the Chair understands, moves to strike out the paragraph extend- | agsessor’s office the sum of $18,000,” leaving it with the commission- 
Brill bik a ing from line 197 to line 205 inclusive. ers themselves to employ what clerical force may be necessary. It 
1 H a : 1 ao iy bos I, o en mene. I ~~. = my pemmagne na the | reduces this appropriation to the extent of $4,000. I really think my- 
i Bee ce . he o oe = neepencllengiae fac ny ae SAMFORD,] | self it might be made less, but I leave it at $14,000, because I have not 
at He rt 1at it will be necessary to have some machinery for the assessment | examined this matter minutely. 
So HEE: of taxes. If this paragraph be struck out, the oftice of assessor is Mr. FORT. The Chair must look to the effect of the amendment 
aA Ee abolished as well as that of treasurer. The oflice of treasurer should | ang not to the face of it. If it appears the effect is to reduce ex- 
aes HOE ge undoubtedly be abolished ; but it is necessary to have some officer | penditures, then it comes within the rule. 
ree, |e who shall make the necessary assessment for taxes. Mr. COBB. We cannot hear what the gentleman from IIlinois is 
i a eh f Mr. FORT. We could readily insert in the bill a provision of that | saving, and I hope he will speak louder. 
Baer i iils | kind. ee : Mr. FORT. Iam speaking to the point of order, and I have said 
ae ke Mr. HUNTON. In regard to the motion of the gentleman from | the Chair must look to the effect and not to the face of the amend- 
wee he Alabama, my colleague on the Committee on the District of Colum- | ment, If it appears in his judgment the amendment will have the 
{ } ‘ h bia, I —_ ae be better to abolish the oftice of treasurer | effect to reduce the expenditures, it is clearly in order. , 
ee of the District o Columbia altogether and let the collector make his | " yr, HUNTON. I desire to say one word on the point of order. ] 
/ eR ie collections and settle with the Treasury Department. But the gen- | the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama prevails, if it is ruled 
ef is - tleman from Alabama includes in his motion the striking out of the | jn order and adopted, then, according to my understanding of its 
Lie @ office of assessor, one of the most important offices of the District | effect, it will leave all these officers in the appropriation bill at the 
Wate Fe government, one without which the government of the District could | gajaries provided for them. The only provision which the gentleman 
Bae ib ae not be conducted. As one man fills the positions of treasurer and | gavg looks to the reduction of expenditures in that office is the redue- 
ie © assessor, the employment of additional force in that department is | tion from $22,000 to $18,000. 
Pale obviated. But I agree that if the oflice of treasurer were abolished | ys, SAMFORD. I call the gentleman’s attention to the fact that 


; and the collector required to pay the funds collected by him directly | I move to strike out the whole paragraph, from line 197 to line 208. 
ibe into the Treasury, it might and probably would work better than the | yy, HUNTON. Then what do you propose to insert ? 

present system. But the making of such a change would require Mr. SAMFORD. I propose to insert what the Clerk has read. 
additional legislation which it would not be proper to put upon an Mr. HUNTON. Lask, then, that the Clerk again report the amend- 
| appropriation bill. Hence I suggest to my friend that while these | ment, so we may know ‘what it is. 


two offices are held by one man and no additional expense is entailed | ),4 Clerk read as follows: 

upon the District, we might let the matter remain as at present until |g... out all from line 197 down to and including line 208, and in lieu thereof it- 
a law shall be passed imposing upon the assessor all necessary duties | sort the fellowine : , ss ; a 
and turning over to the Treasurer of the United States, the sinking- | — “ The office of treasurer of the District of Columbia is hereby abolished from a2 
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th day of June, 1881, and the collector of taxes for said District shall, 
| after that date collect all revenues of the District and deposit the amount 
- dail . with the Treasurer of the U nited States. The duplicate of assess- 
«the fiscal year 1882, and annus ully thereafter, shall be prepared by the as- 
ore the first day of November in each year, and on the completion thereof 
vered to the collector, who shall receipt in duplicate for the total 
taxes shown by said assessment. The original receipt shall be forwarded 
+ Cor ptroller of the Treasury, an d the dupli icate to the auditor and 
District of Columbia. All tax bills shall be made up by the 
abel be held responsible under his bond for all taxes, 
able to collect, after full y complyin g withthe require- 
ere is hereby Le,000 f ying 


@. 


ft the 


eae 


appropria ted the sum of $1 or defra 


ass¢ essor s office. 
11] WTON. Now, Mr. Chairman, that amendment abolishes 
surer and appropriate Ss for an assessor’s oflice a sum in gross. 
hes all these offices herein enumerated from lines 197 to ‘ 


: hang sisting law,as it certainly mode 


ynnose | Ci 


208, 


res e ’ does the of 


» Chair is of opinion the amendment does 


> CHAI IRMAN, Th 


existing law, but it is in the direction of lessening the expendi- 
eof the Gover! soca and therefore it is in order. 
Mr. NEAL 
Vr ( OBB. Allow me to make a sin; gle statement. I desire to say 


mend ment which has been proposed by the ge ntle sman from 
id which I sent up to be read for information, was sub- 

» Treasury Dep: rtm ent, and that Deps irtmen nee ‘rcare- 
ar ion, concurred its propriety. I hold in y hand 
law to which they citeaiiiinix. Afte r careful examin: res of 
to the conclusion that t 


Lhave com he amendment as applied 
ythis section of the bill will work ha irmoniously and properly. The 
xt section will have to be ame nded to conform to it: but that is 





sily provide dfor. That is all I desire to Say at present. 
\ NEAL. Tl heC ommittee on the District of ¢ olumbis i have given 
| consideration not only to the tax laws of the District but all 
¥ } law: 3s which h: uve for their effect the management and regu- 
ition of its municipal aft uirs. I am her to confess, when we had 
stion under consideratio nof w hat shouldconstitute the official 
of the Di strict, I was unable to see the necessity for a con- 
ce of both the offices of treasurer and collector. I believe the 
a of the two off ices could be assigned to and discharged by one 
I believe wherever we can simplify matters it is our duty 

5 

imittee will recollect that at the last session of Congress 


passed a munici ipal code providing not only for the payment of 
t for the description of property which should be assessed 

ixes and the mode of collecting the taxes. Thi it code is now 
vaiting in the Senate, and I have great hopes it will become a law 
final ad journt nent of this C ongress. If it does, thenit will 
nges more in accordance with modern systems of taxation. 
refore seems to me this amendment ought not to prevail. If it 
not pass at this session, I feel confident the next session will 
‘, because of the fact that it passed this House with 
y, and because it has received the indorsement of almost the 
ent hs ommittee on the District of Columbiain the Senate. I trust, 
! , that this committee will allow the section to remain as it 
ill until we see what disposition is made of the code next 


es bu 


thea 
1 


ike CHa 


s code 








after which we will have abundant time to effect that revision 
it the oflicial foree of the District which it seems to me ought to be 
lone soonel lat er, but when done should be done in accordance 








With a system that will not work objectionably under the new code. 
I trust, therefore, the amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr MPHR EY. I simply desire to say, Mr. Chairman, that it 
seems os me this city, like other large cities, can make, and ought to 


e. the tr 


treasurer ex officio collector of taxes. If this is don e, it 
great mplifies matters as well as saves ex <penses in the collection 
“All large cities in the Western States, I believe, without 
, a8 far as my information goes, soaian e the office of treas- 
ith that of collector of taxes. It saves the e xpense of addi- 
tonal ofticers, It saves a large expense in the collection of the taxes, 
axing one year with another. These two offices are naturally inti- 
tely connected, and there is no reason why they should not be 
180 lidated into one, the treasurer receiving the funds and being exc 
collector of taxes. He receives all of the funds, and the collec- 

n of the taxes being in effect one act, would save the expense of 
1a “ tional officer to the ¢ ity. Under such circumstances, where 

‘made without detriment to the public interests, where, as 
case of a treasurer who shall be a collector of taxes, (and under 
¥ of every Western State he is the collector of taxes in cities as 
“as towns, ) it would save at least thee xpense of receiving the pub- 

a ey Into the treasury, which is a considerable item, if it does not 
ye ue expense of paying it out. And that e xpense in a city like 
his a large item. In Chicago and in Milwaukee and other western 

26 treasurer collects the taxes. He receives so much for the 

“ction of the taxes and so much for the disbursement of the pub- 
luoneys which come into his hands in that w: ay. 

r. NE, AL. That mode would make the ex <pense here 
les as high as it is. 
Mr, HUMPHREY. I beg to differ with the gentleman from Ohio. 
, i ~benses of collection and disbursement of the tax esis limi ted; a 
me ¥ oe e htage being paid for the collection. ne or: 2 per cent., 
the a a be, for mone ys paid in December which are due on 

ot January, is allowed in some of the smaller towns and a 
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limited amount Seen ee cicada iad ita tscite ri RA chit eee iat tte 0 paying it out. This mode of allowing a percent- 
age upon the collection and disbursement has been found economical 
in most of places, and I beg leave to state that I ditfer with the gen- 
tleman in his understs unding that if adopted here it would add largely 


to the expense of this city. It is a saving of money; ® economical 
measure, and not an extravagant mode of collec ting. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendment is exhausted 


The pro forma an rendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. NEAL. I merely wish to call attention toone statement made 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin, that 2 per cent. is paid for collec 
tion. If that system was adopted here it would cost 334,000 to col- 
lect the taxes of the District of ¢ nee bia. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I contined or intended to contine 
ment in that respect to smell muni icipalities. I think I 
in small towns the expense was limited to 2 per cent. or 


my state- 
stated that 
even 


less. 


- larger ones the collectors receive perhaps one-half or a quarter of 
1 per cent, 
Mr. NEAL. I want to say this, that there is not a city in the 
United States in which the taxes are collected as economically as 


they are in this city. 

Mr. HUN’ TON. | move tostrike out the last word. 
jections, Mr. Chairman, to the amendment submitted by the gentle- 
mar from Alabama. Ido not object to the abolition of the otlice of 
treasurer as connected with the District government—— 


I have two ob- 


Mr. HUMPHREY. I wish the gentle: man from Virginia would 
allow me to make a simple correction. I stated that if the office 
of collector and treasurer were consolidated it would be a saving 


ofe xpense in the collection of taxes. In the lar wer cities, to aul 
giving too large a percentage to the treasurer for the amounts col 
lected, a si ulary is fixed, or an amonnt beyond which his commission 
should not extend. 

Mr. HUNTON. If the ofiice of treasurer is abolished as suggested 
by the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, it does not save 
one dollar of expense, because the same oflicer is assessor, and the 

same officer is treasurer, and the two are united in one man | who re- 

ceives but one salary. While I would not object to transferring the 
duties of treasurer of the District of Columbia wholly to the Treas- 
urer of the United States, yet it must be done so as to make a corre- 
sponding change in the law which cannot be done, in my opinion, 
without a special act upon the subject. 

Now, my two objections to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama are, first, that it puts it in the power of the who 
has $18,000 at his command to direct what distribution shall be made 
of that fund and do what he pleases with it in running his office 


assessor 


Mr. SAMFORD. His discretion in that direction is limit ed by the 
law. 
Mr. HUNTON. It puts it in his power to carry on his office of as- 


sessor by placing in his hand the gross amount of $18,000, and in car- 
rying on his offic e toemploy one c lerk at $2,000, another one at $2,000, 
another at $3,000 if he please, and so on until the funds are exhausted 
Now, that is one of the objections that I have to this amendment. 
That is a plain deduction from the premises. 

Mr. COBB. The general law upon the subject gives the commis 
sioners supers ision. This amendment provides a system which the) 
shall follow, and appropriates money in gross to enable the commis- 
sioners to carry it on. 

Mr. HUNTON. Of course the organic act authorized the commis- 
sioners to abolish or consolidate oftices. But here there is for run- 
ning the treasurer’s office a gross sum of $18,000 ; andin that respect 
it will not matter who runs it. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. 


The question being taken on Mr. SAMFORD’s amendment, there 
were ayes 36, noes 14. 
Mr. HUNTON. A quorum has not voted, and I demand tellers 


The chairman ordered tellers, and appointed Mr, HUNTON and Mr. 
SAMFORD. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported ayes 67, 
noes 45 


So (further count not bein g called for) the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

For ollector’s offic For one collector, $4,000; one clerk, $1,800; one = 
$1 400; | one clerk, $1,200; one messenger, $600; for contingent expenses it cluding 
printing, books, statio mery car-fare, and miscellaneous items, $2,000; in all, $11 000 


Mr. COBB. 
which has just been amended. 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows 


After ‘34,000 ° strike out * e rest of the 
one clerk, $1,400; one clerk, 200; one messenger, $600; for contingent expenses, 
including printing, books, cations ry, car-fare, and miscellaneous items, $2,000; in 
all, $11,000,” and insert in lieu thereof the followi vg: ‘For necessary expenses 
of said office, $6,000; in all, $10,000. 


Mr. HENKLE. I would like to inquire of the gentleman from 
Indiana why he proposes to reduce the aggregate amount by $1,000, 
making it $1,000 less than he has already reported in the bill? 

Mr. COBB. The reason that the system provided for by the amend- 


I desire to make this section r- armonious with the een r 
I therefore offer the amendment which 


paragraph, name! one clerk, $1,800 


ment of the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. SAMFORD,] which the 
1€ expenses ot 


committee has just adopted, will lessen t! f this office, 
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and therefore they will not, in my judgment, need the amount of 
money they have now. I placed the amount in gross for the reason 
that under the organic act this matter is controlled by the commis- 
sioners of the District. They have the right now to abolish any of 
these offices, if they have a mind to, and they have a right to change 
them from one department to another. Now, I give them a sum in 
gross in order to meet the demand which the system provided for in 
the amendment to which I have alluded requires, and I think it is 
ample for that purpose. . 

Mr. HENKLE. I received a letter this morning, which I will send 
to the Clerk’s desk to be read, from the collector of the District, in 
regard to the necessities of his office. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

CoLLecTor’s OrFice, District oF COLUMBIA, 
Washington, D. C., February 1, 1881. 

I most respectfully yet urgently call your attention to the necessity for provid- 
ing an adequate number of clerks for the proper discharge of the duties of this 
oftice. Any number less than that which has been asked for in the estimates for 
this office will render it utterly impossible to a proper discharge of the great re- 
sponsibilities imposed upon the department. With the present limited force I am 
constrained to require the services of the clerks long after the daily office hours 
and late into the night, including holidays and the Sabbath. This fact is well 
known to the public. ; ; 

Senators and Members of the House of Representatives who have occasion to 
transact business with this office for themselves or their constituents have ob- 
served the necessity for more clerical force. Within the last two or three years 
commissioners have imposed increased duties on the office. Besides the collection 
of water rents, the collection of special angeevennnne taxes and other equally re- 
sponsible trusts have been transferred, and no provision made whatever to prop- 
erly supply the necessary clerical force with the large increase of work. 

The work of the office has increased threefold, and notwithstanding this fact 
the clerical force has been reduced fully 30 per cent. of what was required to per- 
form the same work, and there must necessarily be a lapse in many of the duties 
required if the force is lessened, and as a consequence complaints must inevitably 
follow. 

I ask only for what is manifestly requisite, and any gentleman who will put 
himself to a momentary examination ot the working of the office will fully sub- 
stantiate the assertion. 3 

Formerly this office had simply the annual taxes to collect, with a collector 
whose salary was $5,000, three deputies, whose salary aggregated 310,000, with a 
corps of seven additional clerks. Subsequently the deputies and two clerks were 
cut off, since when, however, the duties of the register has been consolidated with 
this office, thereby making a reduction of $10,000 without any increase of force as- 
signed to this oflice in the discharge of this important trust. 

I most urgently and earnestly request that you will lay the matter before your 
honorable committee, and that the representations set forth herein may be fully 
taken into consideration and the great necessity of restoring to this department 
of the District government suilicient employés to render the public ample and full 
justice. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN F. COOK, 
Collector of Taxes, District of Columbia. 
Hon. E. J. HENKLE, 
House of Representatives, 

Mr. COBB. Now, Mr. Chairman, it will be observed by the com- 
mittee that the letter which has just been read even goes beyond the 
recommendations of the commissioners. It demands more service in 
that department than was estimated for by the commissioners. Now, 
the system that has been adopted by the amendment the committee 
has just put on this bill lessens the burdens of this oflice in this way, 
that it takes away other duties now imposed by the commissioners on 
this officer and leaves him merely the collection of the taxes. 

Mr. HENKLE. That is what he has to do now. 

Mr. COBB. He says in his letter he has the water taxes to collect 
and the collection of special improvement taxes and everything of 
that kind. I think these employés that are getting good salaries had 
better keep their mouths a little to themselves. I say that very 
frankly, as I would say it to this gentleman himself. He is getting 
his $4,000 a year, and he ought to be a little quiet and allow the com- 
missioners to speak to Congress instead of his doing so, as he is not 
the mouth-piece of the commissioners. 

I say, therefore, the system which has been adopted by the com- 
mittee will lessen the expenses of this office by requiring the com- 
missioners to bring it down to its legitimate duties. And when the 
amendment I now offer is adopted the office will run smoothly and 
in harmony with the system adopted in the amendment just agreed to. 

Mr. HENKLE. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I think just here it is proper for me, or for some one, 
to say something in vindication of this particular department of the 
District government and its management. I think you will all ad- 
mit that the tax-collection department isan essential department of 
the city government, and no one has pretended to say that the gen- 
tleman who is at the head of that department is not a capable, efti- 
cient, and most truthful officer. Colored man though he is, he is 
one of the most capable and efficient oflicers that I have ever seen in 
any department of the Government. Iam not here to eulogize him 
but simply to do him justice. Invested with this responsible duty, 
and having held this position with credit to himself for years, he feels 
naturally an interest that his office should be properly provided for. 
He is held responsible for the performance of its duties, for keeping 
up the business of that office, and discharging it properly. He has 
assured me, and I am sure he is a truthful man, that he and his 
clerks work over-hours, that they work at night, and that they work 
even on Sundays in order to keep up the business of the office. This 
should not be necessary in a city like this. 

Just think of it! Here is a large city with a very large amount of 
tax to be collected, consisting of taxes of various kinds, and this bill 
provides for the oflice of the collector three clerks—only three clerks 


Formerly the tax-collector’s office had merely to collect the taxes for 
the municipal government of the city of Washington. Now its work 
includes not only the municipal government of Washington = 
Georgetown, and the whole of the District of Columbia. ~ 7 

And not only that, but the duties of other offices which were f 
merly distinct offices or of the District government have been ae 
ferred to thisdepartment. The water taxes have been collected — 
the special improvement taxes are collected there. The duties of thi 
oflice are responsible, onerous, and numerous. It was provided in - 
estimates sent in by the Treasury Department that there shou! ihe 
one more permanent clerk than is provided for in the bill reported “a 
the gentleman from Indiana, and also that there should be “wo i 
porary clerks. These are stricken out. And now it is fought = 
reduce the appropriation stil] further. —_ 

I make an appeal in all candor to the gentlemen of this committee 
It is an easy matter to excite a hostile feeling toward particula; 
offices or particular divisions of the Government; but I ask gentle 
men to be calm and considerate. Here is an office, perhaps the ten 
important and responsible of the municipal government. The Sq, 
retary of the Treasury has estimated that the appropriations nee. 
essary for the maintenance of this office should be $11,400, That 
the recommendation from the Treasury. The gentleman from he. 
diana [Mr. Cos] in reporting his bill made it $11,000, which js Jes 
than it really ought to be. I trust the committee will not hastil; 
strike out the provision of this section, but insert in lieu such g: 
appropriation as will facilitate the operations of this most import int 
department of the municipal government. 

_ I want to state further that recently there has been directed qu 
index to be made in the collector’s office of all the tax sales and trans. 
fers made in this District since 1812, a very laborious duty. There 
is no one assigned #a this duty, and no one can be unless some pro- 
vision is made to pay for it. The work is to prepare a numerical list 
of all the lots and sections in this city and of all the transfers made 
since 1312, a work necessary for the convenience of property-holders 
and all persons searching titles, and of great value to the District 
[Here the hammer fell.] I withdraw my formal amendment. 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. Conn; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 51, noes 16. 

No further count being called for, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HENKLE. I move to amend the paragraph as now amended 
by adding thereto that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That any unexpended balanceof the contingent fund appropriated for 
this office for the year ending June 30, 1881, not exceeding $1,500, may be expent 
tor temporary clerk-hire. 

Mr. COBB. _I reserve all points of order upon that amendment. 

Mr. HENKLE. I would like to have the gentleman state his point 
of order. I desire to say this much in support of the amendment 
we have cut down the appropriation for this office to $10,000, whe: 
the bill as reported by the gentleman himself allowed $11,000. By so 
doing you will cripple and embarrass the business of this office to 
such an extent that it will, lam sure, be a very serious inconvenieuce 
to the people of the District. 

The collector in charge of this ofifice has been economical in the 
expenditure of this contingent fund, and he asks as a last resort (i! 
Congress will not allow him a sufficient amount of money to employ 
the clerical force necessary to discharge the duties of his otlice) that 
he may be permitted to use the unexpended balance of the contingent 
fund to employ the necessary clerical force. This money is already 
appropriated, and has been frugally saved, and is now there standiag 
to his credit. : 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Coss 
insist upon his point of order? 

Mr. COBB. Ido. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

The Clerk read the following: 

For attorney's office: For one attorney, $4,000; one assistant attorney, $1.10) 
one clerk, 2960; one messenger, $192; for rent of office, $300; for contingent es 
re, including books, stationery, printing, and miscellaneous items, $00; 1 
all, $7,852. 

Mr. HUNTON. I move to amend the paragraph just read by in- 
serting after the words “one assistant attorney, $1,900,” the words 
“one special attorney, $960.” If that shall be adopted, and it be 
deemed necessary, I will follow it up by an amendment to abolish 
the office of messenger. i ; . 

Now, in regard to the amendment I have offered, I desire to say that, 
from all the imformation I have been able to obtain, it is impossible 
to get along without this special assistant attorney. He is the attor 

7 to % where a great 
ney to attend before the police court of the District, where 4 gt 
deal of the business of the attorney’s office is transacted. th 

In order to place the matter properly before the Committee of te 
Whole, I desire to have read a letter from the attorney of the District 
addressed to the Committee on Appropriations of this House. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

ATTORNEY'S OFFICE OF THE DisTRICT OF COLUMBIA, _, 

January 23, 15> 
JEN o: sg to call your attention to the pending District appropriatio® 
bit heang oth es $30, making appropriations for this office. It will besee? 


ant 
adi 


: y : ; a creation 
that this contemplates but one assistant. The office has always, since t - b - — 
of the police court, been organized with two, the second called the special assis 
and, in my judgment, its labors cannot be performed without Lim. 
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+ acl vour attention toa brief statement of the p—nhinage performed. The last be that at its next session Congress will have to appropriate perhaps 
Tass ¥ ort, covering nine months, ending with June, 18:0, shows that thirty- | double the money now asked for to put these roads in as good repair 
anny cases were disposed of in the higher courts. Forty-two were tried in the | |. thaw are in now. We cannot save money bv cutting off a dell: 
ae) court on appeal by defendants from the police court. aS UNey ¢ ! ye 7 eee ‘ y by cutting otf a dollar 
Sai came time over three thousand cases were tried by the special assistant this year and paying two dollars next year. i trust, therefore, this 
FOr court. ‘There was then left pending two hundred and thirty-six civil | amendment will be adopted. 
The Pee courts of record, and one hundred and forty-five appeal cases in the r i 


This does not cover cases tried before justices of the peace. 
his d ] ' 


s enipions in eighty-two cases, covering two hundred and thirty-three 
Written opinior : 




















were delivered and nearly as many cases disposed of by opinions indorsed 
poe. naners. No reference is n ade to consultations with the commissioners, 
oa 1 I was quite ¢ mstantly before the House District Committee 

1 o } ame oo cited ution of business since June. 
; cos of the District are of the greatest importance, both in amount and the 
ty anvolved. Counsel for the other side are sometimes paid more in single 

« whole cost of this oific 

: sag are distributed in the two branches of the circuit court, the equity, 
; ~~ rt, general term, and Supreme Court of the United States; all frequently 
t the 8 me time. It is obvious that these, with the demand for opinions 


rvices, require the constant attention of myself and one assistant. We 
obliged to try our cases, each without the other's aid, and against the 
practicing here Neither of us can do the duties required in the 
‘ That has jurisdiction of all cases where the District is the prose 
1 it ey now number over five thousand per year. ‘The special assistant 

n that court early each morning for every working day of the year, and is 












cupied in and about his duties connected with that court fully two-vhirds 
hic time. When free from them, he finds ample employment in the general 
t f this office. While that court exists the District must have a prosecutor 





ned to it. ° . 
the law clerk are laborious, and consume all his time in copying 


r pleadings, bills of exceptions, various special duties, and the 





ies of 
‘ks. Heisa good lawyer and an accomplished short-hand writer, 
evidence in our more important cases, when other duties permit. 
rent that the service of this office absolutely requires a second 


t and 1 trust that on this showing no hesitation will be felt in providing 








his compensation. 


I F : : 
In justice to all these meritorious officers, I cannot conclude without a word as 
nt greatly inadequate compensation. The whole time of myself and 








) it ] st . : r 1 

sistants is required tor this service. Wecan attend to no valuable private prac- 
ce rst, an able lawyer, is paid less than 22,000, and each of the others 
as t a first-class clerk under the General Government 





ty and importance the services of this office equal that of the United 
ey for this District. The whole expense of that oflice is near fifteen 


us per annum, and the compensation of its officers is not in excess 





A. G. RIDDLE 


Attorney District of Columbia. 


1. C. ATKINS. 
{ the aentlemen of the Committee on Ap} ropriati ns 
of the House of Repre: ontatives. 
question was taken upon the amendment moved by Mr. Hun- 


i t 

N; and upon a division there were—ayes 54, noes 25. 

No farther count being called for, the amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read the following : 


For streets : 
For sweeping, cleaning, and sprinkling streets and avenues, $30,000; cleaning 
alleys, $6,500; for current work of repairs of streets, avenues, and alleys, $20,000 ; 
rrent repairs to county roads, $10,000; cleaning and repairing lateral sewers and 
basins, $20,000; in all, $6,500: Provided, That so much of the act of Congress ap- 
proved April 6, 1870, as prohibits the commissioners of the District of Columbia 
trom narrowing the carriage-ways of Louisiana and Indiana avenues and a portion 





ind-a-half street be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 
r, HUNTON. I move to amend the portion of the paragraph 
elating to the “currrent work of repairs of streets, avenues, and 
ulleys,” by striking ont ‘* $20,000” and inserting “$25,000.” Iam 
issured by the engineer commissioner of the District, Major Twining, 
that $25,000 is the least he can get along with. 
The question was taken upon the amendment; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 12, noes 25, 7 
No further count being called for, the amendment was not agreed 
te 
Mr. HUNTON. I move to amend that portion of the paragraph 
relating to “current repairs of county roads” by striking out, 
$10,000” and inserting “$20,000.” 
Mr. COBB, I reserve all points of order upon that amendment. 
Mr. HUNTON. I desire to say in support of the amendment I have 
ilered that this item of the appropriation is for keeping in repair the 
roads in the country part of the District. I am informed by Commis- 
‘Wher twining that there are about a hundred miles of roads in the 
country part of the District, and that $10,000 will not be sufficient 
© Keep them in repair. As we are all aware, these roads must be 
“pt it good repair as they lead to the avenues and parks about the 
Mr. COBB. I desire to say that this is not the only appropriation 


ite lor repairs of roads. There is an appropriation of $5,000 in 

yet portion of the bill, making with this appropriation $25,000 

ot Which I think is enough for the country roads. 

Mr rapt Whereabout is that? 

Mr. NEAL, In a former part of the bill. _ 75 

bin is in al Thie branch of the business of the District of Colum- 

netent a Major wining, an Army oflicer and a very com- 
amount recom a the Committee on Appropriations that the 
in eee nended in this bill is not sufficient, that he cannot keep 
mee repair the roads of the District with any such small sum of 
oney as that. : 

: mean i appeal to the members of this committee that this economy 
yur part, this failure 

; Will result in the roads f 





Mr. COBB. I desire to say with regard to the county roads—~we 
may call them county roads, for they are outside the city limits but 
within the District—that I have traveled over the District a great 
deal and I have found no bad roads, but some of the best in the coun 
try. 

Now, I am very sure that a hundred dollars a mile—and more thar 
that amount is appropriated by this bill—is enough to repair these 
roads and keep them in good condition. 

When the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NEAL] says that Major Twin 
ing is an able and efticient officer, 1 am perfectly willing to concede 
that fact. I have so found him in every particular when he has been 
before me. I know that he differs with me about this subject, because 
as an engineer commissioner of the District, in charge of the streets 
and roads, he takes pride in making these highways not only conven 
ient but he wants to make them pleasant and agreeable to the public. 
I do not object, except that in view of the expenss I think we cannot 
attord to beautify these roc *3, which I believe is what Major Twining 
would desire todo. There is a mere difference of opinion between 
him and myself. I think that utility is what we should look to i: 
this respect rather than beauty. 

Mr. NEAL. I wish to ask the gentleman whether in his opinior 
Major Twining is not more competent to determine what should be 
appropriated for these roads than any man on this floor? 

Mr. COBB. I would not pretend to say that he is not; but I know 
it is a habit with gentlemen who havo control of these things to ask 
sometimes more than they expect to get; and although the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations has cut down these appropriations a little be 
low what Major Twining would be disposed to ask, I believe the 
public service will not be injured. 

Mr. NEAL. Allow me to ask the gentleman one further question: 
In all the intercourse he has had with Major Twining has he seen 
any disposition on the part of that officer toward unnecessary ex- 
penditures or extravagance? 

Mr. COBB. I must concede that I have not. He has perhaps 
urged some appropriations a little further than I thought proper ; 
but that was a mere difference of opinion. It isdue to him I should 
say that he is a high-minded and efficient officer. From him more 
than from any other man in this District I have obtained the infor 
mation upon which I have acted in the preparation of this bill. 

Mr. NEAL. In view of the statementS which the gentleman from 
Indiana himself has made, I trust the Committee of the Whole w 
adopt Major Twining’s judgment, instead of the gentleman’s. 

Mr. HUNTON. I want to say one word in behalf of this amend 
ment. It is not only Major Twining who asks for this appropriation 
of $20,000 instead of $10,000. The Secretary of the Treasury has 
recommended the appropriation as provided in the amendment. The 
clause of the bill now under consideration appropriates $36,500 : 


ili 


For sweeping, cleaning, and sprinkling streets and avenues, $30,000; cleanin 
alleys, $6,500; for current work of repairs of streets, avenues, and alleys, $20,000 
current repairs to county roads, $10,000 ; cleaning and repairing lateral sewers and 
basins, $20,000; in all, $26,500. 


The Secretary of the Treasury estimates for this same work, $126,- 
000. This is the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury and of the 
engineer commissioner of the District, Major Twining; but the Com 
mittee on Appropriations propose to give for these purposes only 
$86,000, being a reduction of $40,000 upon the estimates of the Dis- 
trict commissioners as well as the Secretary of the Treasury. Now, 
my amendments propose to restore these appropriations to the amount 
estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury—$126,000. But the first 
amendment I offered, increasing the appropriation for repairs of 
streets, avenues, and alleys, from $20,000 to $25,000, has been decided 
in the negative. I now propose that the appropriation for current 
repairs to county roads be increased from $10,000 to $20,000. The 
county part of this District gets but small appropriations at the hands 
of Congress, although it pays its legitimate share of the expenses of 
the Government. The commissioner of the District, as well as the 
Secretary of the Treasury, ask that $20,000 may be appropriated for 
repairs of county roads. 

Mr. COBB. I wish to say in reply to the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. HUNTON,] that the Secretary of the Treasury has not specially 
recommended an appropriation of the amount the gentleman pro- 
poses. It will be remembered that under the law it is the duty of 
the commissioners to send their estimates to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for revision. After he has revised them so far as he thinks 
proper, he sends them back to the commissioners. 

Mr. HUNTON (addressing Mr. Coss) made an inaudible remark. 

Mr. COBB. Yes; that is just what I said yesterday ; but when | 
then presented suggestions coming directly from the Treasury Depart- 
ment the gentleman was notdisposedtoregardthem. He talks about 
my blowing hot and cold. Now, yesterday it was himself who blew 
cold. When the Secretary of the Treasury had pointedly said that 
the commissioners were wrong, and when he made changes in thei! 


| estimates, the gentleman from Virginia did not think there was much 


to make appropriations which are necessary, | weight in the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury. But 
alling into decay; and the consequence will | now the gentleman’s point is that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
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uals. The provision of the law is it shall charge $2 to inhabitants 


This, there. 
ral law on the 


recommended a certain appropriation simply because he has notmade 
any change or revision in that portion of the estimates. : 

Now, I wish to make a statement which I think will not be denied. 
I talked freely with Major Twining about this matter. I like to talk 
with him about the business of this District; and although he said 
he did not think the amount the committee proposed to appropriate 
in this case was enough, he said that he would get along with it; 
that he could get along with it if Congress did not choose to give 
more. I do not regard him as urging the absolute necessity of this 
great appropriation for these county roads, 

Mr. HUNTON. I beg leave to state to the gentleman from Indiana 
that the amendment I have offered is in the handwriting of Major 
Twining. 

Mr. COBB. That may be. 

Mr. HUNTON. He handed it to me and asked to have it adopted. 

Mr. COBB. But it was only last week when I went over this mat- 
ter with Major Twining; and I then understood him as not seriously 
objecting to anything in the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question ison the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. HUNTON. ] 

rhe question being taken the amendment was not agreed to; there 
heing—ayes 21, noes 356. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For the parking commission: For » superintendent, $1,200; one assistant 
superintendent, $700 ; contingent expenses, inc luding laborers, cart hire, trees, tree- 
boxes, tree-stakes, tree-straps, planting and care of trees, whitewashing, care of 
parks, and miscellaneous items, $13,000; In all, $14,900. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I move in line 317 to strike out 
“thirteen” andinsert “‘eighteen,” soit will read ‘$12,000;” and, fur- 
ther, to make the total amount conform thereto. 

Mr. COBB. I think that is subject to a point of order, 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I am assured by the parking 
commission, Which serves the District without compensation, that 
this amount is absolutely necessary for the proper care of the seventy 
thousand trees under its control. 

Mr. COBB. I will say this, Mr. Chairman, that I examined that 
question very carefully. Last year, I learn, this parking commission 
set out tive thousand trees, enough to supply eight miles of streets. 
We give them in this bill $13,000, which is about the same amount 
we gave last year when they did all this work. 

Mr. HUNTON. No, sir; I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 

Mr. COBB. I think I am right that the appropriation was $13,000 
last year. 

Mr. HUNTON. Was it not $18,000 last year? 

Mr. COBB. LI insist, if no other gentleman desires to address the 
House on this question, upon the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COBB. It increases expenses, 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. But it does not change existing 
law. 

Mr. COBB. It may not be a change of existing law, but it is not 
in the line of economy. [Laughter.] There is no existing law on 
the subject, and therefore there is no law to change. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion the point of order 
is not well taken. The question therefore recurs on the amendment. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 57, noes 47. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For street lamps: For illuminating material and lighting and extinguishing, 
£103,325; erection of street lamps, $500; one superintendent, $900; repairs to pumps, 
23,000 ; cleaning tidal sewer, $3,000; in all, $110,825: Provided, That no more than 
$25 per annum for each street lamp shall be paid for gas, lighting, extinguishing, 
repairing, and cleaning, under any expenditure provided for in this act; and in 
case a contract cannot be made at that rate, the commissioners of the District of 
Columbia are hereby authorized to substitute other illuminating material, and to 
use so much of the sum hereby appropriated as may be necessary for that purpose. 

Mr. WARD. In line 326 I move to insert “$28” instead of “$25,” so 
it will read * provided that not more than $28 per annum shall be 
” for gas, lighting, extinguishing, repairing, and cleaning,” &c. 

offer that amendment, Mr. Chairman, becanse I consider it is only 
a fair rate to pay for each street lamp for the gas consumed. As I 
understand the question, the commissioners of the District of Colum- 
bia estimated that rate per lamp. The cost of cleaning, repairing, 
and extinguishing the lamps amounts to $5.60 per annum for each 
lamp, Which leaves about twenty-two dollars and forty cents for the 
gas consumed. The estimate is 13,200 feet per lamp, and that would 
leave about one dollar and sixty cents per thousand for the gas. 
That is nothing more than a fair and honest price, but in comparison 
it is far below the price paid in any other cities for coal gas. 

1 oifer the amendment for the purpose of gaining information in this 
regard, and also because, as I have already stated, I believe it is only 
a fair price for the gas consumed. I do not think either the Appro- 
priations Committee or the commissioners want anything but a fair 
rate of compensation. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to say I had been under the impression 
the price charged for the District government was too high, but the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NEAL] and myself went into a calculation 
some time ago which demonstrated to us the fact that the rate of $25 
per lamp, including cleaning, lighting, and extinguishing, would put 
the price of gas in this city at about one dollar and sixty cents, or 
less than the company is required by law to furnish gas to individ- 


per thousand feet and $1.75 to the Federal Government. 
fore, is putting it below the price limited by the gene 
subject. 

Mr. BROWNE. Will the gentleman inform me how m 
there are in this city ? 

Mr. HUNTON. I have just now forgotten the number. 

Mr. BROWNE. Will any gentleman give me the information ? 

Mr. HUNTON. I think I can tell in a moment. The numbo 
4,223, and each lamp burns during the year 2,200 hours, ae 
amendment of the gentleman ought to prevail. 

Mr. WARD. The rate is $1.60 as proposed by my amendment 
Mr.COBB. I desire, Mr. Chairman, to call the attention of the, i 
mittee and the gentleman from Virginia to the report of the Treas. 
urer upon this question. He says this on page 6 of his letter to th, 
House in suggesting a provision to meet this question, and after 4 
careful consideration of it, and also after a personal interview wis), 
Major Twining, I put this provision in. Now, the Secretary savs +, 
insert this provision: ae 

Provided, That no more than $25 per annum for each street lamp shall be » 
for gas, lighting, extinguishing, repairing, and cleaning under any expenditu 
vided for in this act; and in case a contract cannot be made at that rate, 4) 
missioners of the District of Columbia are hereby authorized to substitute o 
illuminating material, and to use so much of the sum hereby appropriated as » 
be necessary for that purpose. ; 


any lamps 


I think the 


‘St 


er 


That is the provision incorporated in the bill. A reason was give; 
for incorporating that provision in the bill by reference to the ae: 
governing the lighting the Executive Mansion for the fiscal] year |x 
and 121, volume 20, page 388, &c. The item of $1,000 estimated by 
the commissioners for repair of street lamps will not be necessary jj 
the provision is adopted, and it is therefore inserted in the bill with 
a view to meeting all these points. 

Now, I want to say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, taking his 
own basis 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman give way for a moment to 
receive a message from the Senate ? 

Mr. COBB. Certainly. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. SPARKS having taken the 

chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by Mr. 

3URCH, its Secretary, was received, announcing that the Senate had 
passed a resolution to publish 1,000 copies of the report of the joint 
commission appointed to examine into the organization, system of 
discipline, and course of instruction, &c., of the Military Academy at 
West Point; also that the Senate had passed, with amendments, a 
resolution of the House to print 1,000 copies of the atlas of Colorado, 
by Professor Hayden; in which resolution and amendments concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives was requested. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. COBB. Now, with regard to the cost of gas. I understand 
that it is admitted by this provision that the gentleman desires to 
incorporate here that it will cost $1.65 per thousand. 

Mr. WARD. One dollar and sixty cents. 

Mr. COBB. Very well; $1.60. That is what we are to pay if your 
provision is adopted ? 

Mr. WARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COBB. Now, does the gentleman know that gas can be mat- 
ufactured here at a cost of less than $1 per thousand feet? Does he 
know that it is manufactured at a cost of sixty cents a thonsand in 
Pittsburgh? Of course I admit that it can be manufactured ata 
less cost there than it can be here. I had occasion a few years ago 
to examine closely into this gas question. I had occasion to examine 
and see the sworn testimony of gentlemen from New York, Phila 
delphia, Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, and Saint Louis, taken by . 
special committee appointed by the city council of Cincinnati to look 
into this gas question, and I found what other gentlemen found who 
examined their report, that there is no substance in this country ta 
costs so much to the people in proportion to the cost of manufacture 
as this commodity, illuminating gas; and I believe in this city there 
is no other business which affords such a source of revenue oF pro! 
from the amount of capital engaged in it as this gas business. ] also 
remember very well in my own State we had a small gas company . 
the little city where I lived, and I took occasion to break — 
monopoly there, and sent for all these reports, which gave me all the 
information I wanted. ; . i 

I examined into the question carefully, and with the informatw® 
that I have been able to derive from all of these sources, I do 54) a 
day in the presence of this committee that gas can be manufacture 
here at a cost not exceeding $1 per thousand feet. I would be pa 
fectly willing, in the event that it should become necessary, ye 
to the commissioners of this District, if they could not get it . - 
for what we provide in this bill that I will bring $1,000,000 ie. 
upon the establishment of works for its manufacture 10 this 
trict. oe "1 

In reference to the price proposed to be paid by this bill, Iw ill say 
that I did not do this without consulting with the commissioner. 
had an interview with Major Twining and consulted him speller? 
as to the facts. From the information derived from him, I 
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+ we could make a contract with the gas company here to furnish 

| oat city gas-lamps at an expenditure of not exceeding $23 per an- 
ae each post. Major Twining said he believed it could be done, 
++ he suggested the propriety of not limiting him to that amount, 
- would prefer that I would make it $25, and that was done in ac- 
‘yee with his views upon the subject. After a careful examina- 
‘the question, I think, without doubt, that a liberal estimate 
ey made for this purpose, taking into consideration the cost 
material furnished ; and, as I have said before, lam convinced 
% re is more profit upon the product of the gas-works than 
n the manufacture of any other single commodity in this 


. t 


the 


‘fr, HAZELTON. Willthe gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
ir COBB. Certainly. | 

\lr, HAZELTON. The gentleman has stated that it costs less to 
wnfacture gas in Pittsburgh than it does in Washington. Now, 
iy js it that gas is cheaper in Pittsburgh than it is here ? 

‘ir. COBB. For one reason the Pittsburgh coal makes more gas 

an the coal used here. 

tr, HAZELTON. Is not the coal a little nearer Pittsburgh than 
} r¢ ; 


~ 


ur, COBB. Undoubtedly that also enters into the cost. 
Mr. HAZELTON. They get their coal cheaper in Pittsburgh, and 


heir transportation is not so great. 

Mr. COBB. Very well; does the gentleman know how much coal 
+ takes to make 1,000 feet of gas? If he does not Ican inform him. 
rwo bushels is all that is required. 
“Mr. HAZELTON. It would depend upon the price of coal some- 
as regulating the profit derived from the manufacture, would 
Mr. COBB. But I have given here a margin of sixty cents, or in fact 
sventy cents of profit. Putting the price of gas here at $1.60, there 
argin of profitof from sixty to seventy cents per thousand upon 


what 


Mr. HAZELTON. Do TI understand the gentleman tosay that gas 
s cheaper in Baltimore and in Ohio and in New York than it is here? 

Mr. COBB. Idid not say that, but I referred to the evidence of a 
number of gas men, sworn evidence, showing that the gas in the city 
f Cincinnati could be made at a certain price, and giving the esti- 

tes and the figures in various cities running from sixty cents per 
thousand to $125 per thousand feet. The gentleman from Cincin- 
nati doubtless will well remember the able committee sent out by the 
ty council of that city to examine into this question some nine 
earsago? 

Mr. WARD. I move to strike out the last word. 

I wish to call the attention of the gentleman from Indiana to the 
tter of the Secretary of the Treasury making the estimates, and to 
the provision in the sundry civil bill of last year to which that let- 
ter alludes, and upon which I understand the recommendation of the 
Appropriations Committee was based. The letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury recommends this proviso as to the $25 per lamp, and 
bases that recommendation upon the clause in the sundry civil bill 
of last year which provided for the lighting of the Executive Man- 
sion and public grounds, and which contains the proviso that not 
more than $25 shall be paid per lamp for gas. I should like to have 
the attention of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cos,] at this 
point. The provision in the sundry civil bill has been quoted, I think 
in error, by the Secretary of the Treasury in his letter of estimates 
as if it included not only the gas used in the lamp but also the light- 
ing, extinguishing, and repairs of the lamp, which according to the 
estimates made for those purposes would be $5.60 more; so that in 
order to have the estimate consistent with the reference to the clause 
in the sundry civil bill the total appropriation would be $30.60, $2.60 


\ more than is proposed by my amendment. 

Mr. COBB. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will allow me, I 
| will answer his statement with regard to the Treasury Department 
| overlooking the provision in the sundry civil bill. I will state that 
I conferred with the Treasury Department carefully on this subject 


and they advise this provision as we have it; they did so not only in 
the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, but personally, believing 
it would be a saving to the people and not an injury to the gas com- 
pany, 

Mr. WARD. The letter of the Secretary shows clearly on its face 
that there has been an error, because it alludes to a provision in the 
sundry civil bill which provided only for the gas at $25 per lamp, while 
‘iis Is for the lighting, extinguishing, and repair in addition to the 
cost of the gas, 7 

Mr. COBB. 


secr 


or 
o 


33. The gentleman from Pennsylvania thinks that the 
etary in his allusion to the section in the sundry civil bill has 


se into a mistake. Let me say to the gentleman that that sec- 
. 10T ré ae) > - : 
nt ’ Was specially called to the attention of the Department and they 


ar ant bi ser aded, and this section was asked to be put in the pres- 
is- the sneand Seay as to prevent the evasion which had occurred in 
that ‘the . ne section in the sundry civil bill. Isay to the gentleman 

ay amendment in thi, Department is perfectly in harmony with the 
I am simply = us bill. It is their amendment and not mine; and 
l7 Mr. HUNTON ee it because I think it isright and proper. 
ve the Committee © have had this question of the cost of gas before 


ittee on the District of Columbia, and it has been con- 
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sidered with great care there. It came before that committee on a 
bill to organize another and new gas company in the city of Wash- 
ington. It was claimed that by the new process gas could be manu 

factured at a much less cost than the gas company of Was ton 
now expends in the manufacture of gas. The matter was fought very 
hard before the committee, and some of the committee were for rs 
porating this new gas company with a view of furnishing cheap gas, 
under this process, to the people. But that bill did not pass the com- 
mittee, and has not passed cither House of Congress. And the ques 
tion now is, what can the present gas company afford to make the gas 
for that is manufactured by the old process, by the company now it 


existence in Washington? And according to the best information | 


have, they cannot manufacture it so that it shall cost but 325 per 
lamp, including the lighting and the extinguishing of the lamps 
The geatleman from Indiana [Mr. Cops] has stated that Major 
Twining said he believed this could be done for $23 per lamp, but 
preferred to have $25 put in. I believe it is within the memory of 
many members of the committee of which I have the honor to be the 


1} 

chairman that the report reached us that the commiss 

about signing a contract for a period of three years for illuminating 
the streets at $23 per lamp, and the committee requested the com- 
missioners by telephone to suspend signing that contract until this 
appropriation bill was passed, that it might not be embarrassed by 
a contract already made by the District commissioners. I 


oners were 


} 
1compil 


ance with that request, the commissioners appeared before the com 
mittee, if lam not mistaken, with the written contract which I un 
derstand would have been signed but for the telephone from the 


committee. Am I right ’ 

Mr. NEAL. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. COBB. Was Major Twining there 

Mr. HUNTON. I believe Mr. Twining was the very 
brought the contract to the committee-room. Will the 
from Ohio state whether that was not the « 

Mr. NEAL. Iam not sure. 

Mr. HUNTON. Iam not which of the « 
brought the contract to the commitéee-room: I believe it was Major 
Twining, but I am not sure. The contract, however, was brought 
there ready for signature, and the provision in t 


man who 
ventleman 
ise ? 

myself sure 


OMmMissioners 


he contract was $28 


a lamp for the period of three years; and at our request the commis- 
sioners did not enter intothat contract, but awaited the action of the 
two Houses on this appropriation bill. 

Mr. NEAL. Last year the proposition was made to the Distriet Com 
mittee to charter another gas company, and I, together th three 
other of the members, favored that proposition. The major of the 
committee were very decided in the opinion that another gas com 
pany would be of no practical benetit to the people of this District 
I thought at that time that the price charged for gas to the cit is 


too much, and I thought so until afew days ago, when I made an in 
vestigation upon that point. I am not prepared now to say whether 
itis too much or not. But I wish to state, in order that the commit 
tee may vote intelligently, just what has been paid for gas and what 
will be paid if this bill becomes a law. 

The burners used are six-foot burners: and I take it for granted we 
have an honest burning of the gas, because we have a gas inspector 
whose duty it is to see that the Government is not swindled in this 
matter of burning. 

The street-lamp burners here in this city are six-foot burners. In 
New York they are only three-foot burners and in other cities they 
are either three or four feet. I doubt whether any city in the United 
States has as large burners for its street lamps as the city of Wash 
ington. 

Mr.COBB. Let meask the gentleman whether from his experience 
in the use of gas by prtvate consumers in this city he is willing to 
say that the gag supplied here is good? If any man here is a good 
judge of gas, | Pould like to ask him whether the gas supplied in this 
city is good gasor not? Isayitis not. I say that many times itis very 
hard for persons for three or four seconds even to read properly by it 
It is so at my honse, and I am now living at the corner of Fourteenth 
street and New York avenue. Before that Iwas down here on Third 
street, and during the time I was there I can certify that I had often 
times to use a coal-oil lamp, and could not get along with the gas at 
all. 

Mr. I will say to the gentleman that last year at the 
where [ boarded I found that the gas was very poor. This year I o 
cupy other rooms, and J think the gas is very good. It is different in 
different localities. 

Mr. COBB. It should not be. 

Mr. NEAL. The illuminating power of this gas is fixed by law, 
and the inspector certifies monthly to the proper officers of this Gov 
ernment that the gas is fully equal to what the law requires. Now, 
under the law we burn gas in this city for street lighting 2,200 hours 
every year. Six feet per hour would make 13,200 feet for every street 
lamp. At $25 a light that would make the gas cost $1.47 per thou 
sand feet. 

Mr. COBB. 

Mr. NEAL. 


NEAL. on 


Will my friend—— 
I cannot be interrupted now; I have only five minutes 


At $25 a light that would be $1.47 per thousand feet; at $26 a lamp- 

post it would be $1.54 per thousand ; at $27 a post it would be $1.62 

per thousand ; and at $28 a post it would be $1.69 per thousand. 
Now, the city of Baltimore pays for its street lamps $1.45 per thou- 
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sand for its gas, and in addition to that it pays the cost of lighting, 
which in this city is $5.60 a lamp. The city of Boston pays $1.70 per 
thousand, but that includes the expense of lighting. In the city of 
Philadelphia, where the works are owned by the city, the cost of the gas 
is $2 per thousand. In the city of Richmond, where the works are 
owned by the city, the cost is $2 per thousand. I have a statement 
in reference to some twenty cities, and in no one of them is the cost 
of the gas below $1.75 a thousand. 

Now, as I said at the outset, 1am not prepared to say that the 
amount recommended here is not sufficient. I made war on this gas 
company last year, not because I was not willing to do it justice, but 
because it seemed to me at that time that the interest of the people 
of the District required the chartering of another company, called 
the Municipal Gas Company, which proposed to furnish gas of a 
different kind and character and of different illuminating qualities. 
The Committee for the District of Columbia overruled me and there- 
tore I gave way. I am willing to see justice done to this company 
notwithstanding the effort I made to have another company char- 
tered. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendment has been 
exhausted. 

Mr. WARD. I withdraw the amendment I offered. 

Mr. PAGE. I renew the amendment, as I wish to occupy the at- 
tention of this Committee of the Whole for a moment. I am sur- 
prised that the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. NEAL,] or any gentleman 
who has lived in this city for anumber of years, should be willing to 
be an advocate of this yas monopoly in the city of Washington. I 
have lived in a great many different cities, and I have never known 
as great extortion perpetrated upon the people of any city as this 
gas company perpetrates upon the people of the city of Washington. 

I think that $25 a light for street lamps is sufficient, and I hope 
this Committee of the Whole will not increase the amount one dol- 
lar. I think it is time Congress took this matter in hand and incor- 
porated another gas company, and not continue this monstrous mo- 
nopoly and this gross charge upon the people of this city any longer. 
I hope that not another dollar than the amount here reported by the 
Committee on Appropriations will be given to this gas company. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I desire to make a statement in reply to what has 
just fallen from the lips of the gentleman from California, [Mr. 
PAGE ;] just one statement. 

During the last eighteen years I have never known any session of 
Congress in which there has not been a raid upon the gas company 
of this District. My opinion always has been that it was not forthe 
good of the citizens of Washington or for the financial advantage of 
the Government of the United States that pays a great deal to this 
gas company. It has been merely to enable men to get possession of 
charters, to hold them over the heads of this company for no good 
purpose whatever. Companies have been constantly formed here, and 
have tried to be incorporated by Congress, and in my opinion it has 
been for pecuniary gain only, with no intention or idea of going into 
operation. 

I believe that the members of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, who have had so much experience in listening to com- 
plaints against this gas company and in hearing those who desired to 
have charters granted for their own benefit alone, or for the purpose 
of trying to punish this gas company—I think they will bear me out 
in saying that they have failed to convince them of the propriety of 
granting new charters. To-day the gentleman from Ohio[Mr. NEAL] 
states that that committee has not been ready and is not now ready 
to report a bill to charter a new gas company. 

Now about the gas furnished us in our rooms in the city of Wash- 
ington. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CoBB] may perhaps not 
understand the fact that there is a difference in the meters used by 
families in this city. I have sometimes had the idea that those from 
whom we rent our rooms are to blame for the poot flow of the gas 
which we have. 

Mr. PAGE. Will the gentleman let me ask him one question ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. Certainly. 

Mr. PAGE. You have been here a long time. Have you ever bought 
any gas here, paid for it yourself ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. I never did. 

Mr. PAGE. Well, I have kept house here, and I am one of the vic- 
tims of the extortion of this gas company. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Well, Mr. Chairman, I do not know about that. I 
do know very well that there have been times when the gas was very 
poor in the rooms where we are obliged to sit and attend to our busi- 
ness or meet our friends; but my idea has been, in spite of what the 
gentleman says, that there is some defect in the pipes, that the diffi- 
culty is not owing to the gas company but to defects in the meter or 
the pipes for which the company is not responsible. 

Now I would like the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Coss] to ex- 
plain if he can how it is possible even in the city of Pittsburgh, where 
the coal is dug from the hills all around the city, to manufacture gas 
for sixty cents a thousand feet. I would like him to explain the pro- 

cess. I think the information might be useful to other localities. It 
seems to me that the gentleman must be under a wrong impression. 

Mr. HEILMAN. Mr. Chairman, although I own a controlling in- 
terest in a gas company myself, I am not here to defend this gas com- 
pany of the District of Columbia; but when I hear gentlemen charge 
that it does not make good gas, I cannot allow the statement to pass. 


Se 
We have an inspector appointed under a law of Congress, and under 
our control, who certainly ought to do his duty ; and his report sh sn 
that this gas company furnishes as good gas as is sold anywhe 
America. How is it possible for this company to make two kinds M- 
gas? Those who keep their burners and other fixtures in order h = 
good gas. If others do not have the same quality of gas it is hee. 
their pipes or burners are defective, or for some other reason of the 
kind. Certainly no swindling can go on if the gas consumer atte ; 
properly to the meter, and the company is responsible for the ieee 
tion. - 

This business of manufacturing gas is not so profitable as m 
tlemen suppose. I know that at times opposition companie 
and propose to manufacture cheap gas or to give us the elec 
but I hold that for illuminating purposes gas is about as che 
as you can get. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HAZELTON, I move to amend by striking out the last won) 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the pending amendment, moved by the 
gentleman from California, [Mr. PAGE. ] 7 

Mr. PAGE. I withdraw it. 

Mr. HAZELTON. I renew it. 

Mr.HEILMAN. Before the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Hazpy. 
TON ] proceeds, I hope he will allow mea single word. I do not wis) 
to be understood as having said that I own any stock in the gas con. 
pany in this District. I do not own one dollar. 

Mr. COBB. How much does my colleague own in the Evansyjlle 
company ? 

Mr. HEILMAN. I own a controlling interest in that company, 

Mr. COBB. I thought you did. 7 

Mr. HAZELTON. That is the best interest, of course, to own, 
Now, Mr. Chairman, one would suppose from the range this discus. 
sion has taken that a great many members on this floor are peculiarly 
qualified to judge of the character of gas; and if the gas manufac. 
ured on this floor was as good as that in the burners overhead, this 
Government would not need to employ any gas companies, but might 
run a self-sustaining machine here at the center. [Laughter.] 

My friend from California [Mr. PAGE] cries out against monopo. 
lies. Weare not trying here to-day a question of monopolies. Weare 
not legislating upon the comparative merits of tworival companies, nor 
are we discussing any bill for the charter of anew company. There is 
no bill before this committee asking the charter of a new company. 
The only question is whether $25 a year for each street lamp in this 
city is enough, or whether we should allow $28 as a matter of fair, 
square, honest dealing between us and the one gas company that we 
have here in this city. If there were two or three companies, the 
question would come up which we should employ or from which 
we should get our gas; but we have only one company; and the 
question for us to deal with honestly and without prejudice is not 
whether we may conceive that this gas company has charged usa 
little too much when we sat up a little later some nights than w 
thought we did, but whether in any city of the Union gas is fur- 
nished more cheaply. Is it the fact. that in San Francisco, in Sacra- 
mento, in New York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore—in any city except 
where coal is found almost at their door—gas is furnished mor 
cheaply than in this city? No; those cities are paying more than 
we propose to pay when we pay $28 for each street lamp. Then 
where is the great monopoly ? 7 

Mr. NEAL. My distinguished friend, the gentleman from Califor 
nia, [Mr. PAGE, ] expresses his astonishment that I should appear 02 
this floor as the advocate of a monopoly. Now, with all respect to 
the gentleman, I wish to say that I do not advocate any monopo'y, 
nor am I the attorney on this floor for any company or any individual. 
All I desire is to arrive at the facts of the case, for it is upon iacts 
that we must decide this matter. I care nothing for this gas com- 
pany. If the committee think that $1.47 a thousand is enough for 
gas, I have not a word to say. I do not know what the price ought 
to be, for I know nothing about gas-works. o ‘ 

Now, the gentleman from Indiana has quoted the engineer comms: 
sioner on this question. Yesterday we telephoned to the engine 
commissioner to come to our committee-room, and I interrogated him 
upon this subject. He said that in his opinion $28 for each street 
lamp was little enough ; that $1.47 a thousand was not 4 sufficient 


price. He went on to say they charged a certain sum, I believe * 
a lamp in the city of New ——— he supposed that would be sui 


cient, but he has learned since hi 


ANY gen- 
8 COMe iD 
tric light, 
ap a light 


is conversation with the gentleman 
from Indiana that that company had passed two dividends, or, 1 other 
words, was selling gas for less than it cost them to make it. sil 
I care nothing about this ore As I said in the beginning, + . 
lieved another gas company should be chartered, but on that poe 
was defeated. I stood with my colors flying and never gave up 0" te 
the committee voted me down. While, perhaps, I should — a 
that bill again, nevertheless I am not here to do injustice to t a 
pany or ask them to furnish gas at less compensation than t = na 
which they can afford to manufacture it. I believe every aes 
gaged in any enterprise of any kind or character which is bene 


: : * ¢ ‘ rder to 
should receive a fair compensation upon his investment in 0 
encourage him to continue it. As I would do with myself so would 
lo with this company. ; 
Mr. COBB. I wie to say only a word in response to the el 
tion of the gentleman about the hours during which gas is co 
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nese lamps throughout the year. Now the law does not fix the 
ver of hours, but that is fixed by the commissioners. I say they 
a eas too many hours, or pretend to, in this District. 
\f. NEAL. The engineer commissioner told me yesterday that it 
~ axed by law, six feet an hour and twenty-two hundred hours. 
tr. COBB. Fixed by law because the commissioners pass ordi- 
cor rules to that effect. They need not do that. 

» amendment was rejected. i 7 

‘fr, ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I move, after line 333, to insert 








- That the commissioners of the District of Columbia shall not 
i tomake any contract for gas or other illuminating material in accord- 
a provisions of this act for any longer period than one year. 





-amendment was agreed to. 

‘ir HUNTON. I offer the following amendment : 
oy »a 997. insert the following: “In the city of Washington, and $27.50 in the 
«of Georgetown ;"” So it will read: ‘‘ Provided, That no more than $25 in the city 
: Wa hineton, and $27.50 in the city of Georgetown shall be paid for gas,” &c. 
have offered that amendment after consultation with the gentle- 

» from Indiana in charge of the bill. It discriminates between 
‘va price paid in the city ot Washington and that paid in the city of 
( sen town. We thought it was right that a larger price should be 
said in the city of Georgetown, which has but a small consumption 
¢ vas, while in Washington there is a large consumption of gas. 

‘The amendment was disagreed to, 
rhe Clerk read as follows : 
ror one major and superintendent, $2,610; one captain, $1,800; one property 

vie 1.800: one clerk, $1,500; three surgeons, at $450 each; six detectives, at 
s) 20 each: ten lieutenants, at$1,200each; twenty sergeants, at $1,140 each ; seven 
‘ring sergeants, at $1,080 each ; sevelity-three privates, class one, at $900 each; 
“ne hundred and twenty privates, class two, at $1,030 each; sixteen station-keep- 
ers at €516 each; eight laborers, at $420 each ; two telegraph operators and one 
tele phone operator, at_$780 each; one messenger, $900 ; one messenger, $360; one 
major and superintendent, mounted, $360; one captain, mounted, $240 ; fifty lieu- 
tananta. sergeants, and privates, mounted, at $240 each ; two drivers, at €300 each; 

ne ambulance driver, $600; rent of police-station houses and police headquarters, 

25,960; for fuel, $1,500; repairs to station-houses, $1,500; miscellaneous and con- 
-ingent expenses, including stationery, books, telegraphing, printing, gas, ice, wash- 
ng. meals for prisoners, repairs to van, and detection of crime, $6,469; in all, 
$299, 085. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendments recom- 
mended by the Committee on Appropriations. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

In line 351, strike out “9” and insert ‘‘7;"’ and in line 352, strike out ‘3 and 
rt 5,” and in the same line strike out ‘and $60 ;”’ and then, in line 365, strike 

#0” and insert ‘* 20.” 

Mr. COBB. This provides for a messenger at $700 instead of $900 
ind one at $500 instead of $360. This was done at the suggestion of 
the commissioners. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee informally rose, and a message in writing was 
received from the President of the United States, by Mr. PRUDEN, 
bis Secretary. 

The message announced that he had approved and signed bills and 
int resolutions of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 5047) relating to the appointment of professors 
of mathematics in the Navy; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 358) appropriating $2,500 to meet the 
expenses of the international sanitary conference invited to meet 
in Washington on the 1st January, 1881; 

An act (H. R. No. 2658) to regulate the award of and compensation 
for public advertising in the District of Columbia; 

An act (H. R. No. 2968) for the relief of James D. Grant; 

An act (H. R. No. 1894) authorizing the employment of an inspector 
f plumbing in and for the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 


poses! 
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_An act (H. R. No, 6614) making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and 
for other purposes ; 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 340) in reference to the distribution of 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD; 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 369) making an appropriation for filling 
i), Graining, and placing in good sanitary condition the grounds south 
i the Capitol along the line of the old canal, and for other purposes; 
An act (H. R. No, 7029) to provide for a deficiency in the appropri- 
‘uon tor interest on the 3.65 loan of the District of Columbia for the 
scat year ending June 30, 1881, and for other purposes ; 

‘n act (H.R. No. 6025) to establish an assay ottice in the city of 
Saint Louis, Missouri ; 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 266) ratifying settlement of taxes made 
r the istrict commissioners with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 

upany ; anc 
,)oint resolution (H. R. No, 224) to print 6,000 copies of the report 
‘ the National Board of Health. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 


1e committee resumed its session. 
1¢ Clerk read as follows: 
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For buildings for schools : 
“a completion of three 
eTecte 1 in the second se 


$100,000 provided that 


3: For the purchase, when necessary, aud the erection 
buildings for primary and intermediate schools, two to be 
hool division and one in the sixth school division, (county,) 
they shall be contracted for before the Ist day of Septem- 
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ber next, and finished before the Ist day of August, 1882, to be appropriated as 
follows, namely: for the second school division, $96,000; for the sixth school di- 
vision, (county,) $4,000. 


Mr. HUNTON. I have an amendment to propose which goes not 


only to the paragraph just read but to the succeeding one, which I 
ask to be read at this time. 


The Clerk read as follows : 
For the payment of the Washington school-fund bonds now held by the com 


missioners of the District of Columbia, $70,630.47; and said commissioners are 
hereby authorized and directed to cancel and destroy said bonds, and to use said 
appropriation in the erection and completion of a high-school building. Said 
building shall be located on that part of square numbered 446 commencing at the 
rear end of that part of said square heretofore dedicated to school purposes, two 
hundred feet in width, thence south same width to O street, in Washington City ; 
and said building shall be contracted for and completed within the time fixed for 
the buildings provided for in the next preceding paragraph: And provided, That 
the plans and specifications for each of said school buildings shall be furnished by 
the Architect of the Capitol and approved by the board of school trustees, and the 
work shall be superintended by the District inspector of buildings. 


Mr. SAMFORD. Before the gentleman from Virginia moves his 


amendment I desire to make the point of order that the second par- 
agraph which has just been read is not in order. My point is that 


the paragraph changes existing law and is not in the line of retrench- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN, Will the gentleman from Alabama state wherein 
the present law is changed ? 

Mr.SAMFORD. There is no law authorizing the building of a high- 
school house in the city of Washington. The building of school-houses 
here is carried on under authority of Congress under the general 
school system, putting it in the power of the commissioners to build 
common-school houses where necessary, but not high schools. There 
is no provision in the law for that, and this bill therefore contem- 
plates legislation upon a subject for which there is no law existing. 
If there is I have not been able to find out after close examination. 

In addition, it is taking possession of real estate which belongs to 
i District government provided for another purpose, and diverting 
it to another purpose not contemplated in the law authorizing its 
purchase, and therefore changes the law in that regard. There is no 
law now authorizing the building of the high school in the first place, 
and especially upon the lots where it is attempted to place it by this 
section of the bill. It certainly, as you can readily see at once, does 
not retrench expenditures. It isnot in the line of economy, and there 
being no law for it, it necessarily changes existing law. It provides 
new legislation, and really is an additional expense. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to hear from the gentle- 
man in charge of the bill upon this point of order. 

Mr. COBB. I will yield to the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. NEAL. The gentleman from Alabama is clearly mistaken. 
There is a law authorizing the establishment of a high-school system 
in the District of Columbia, for a high school is just as much a part 
of the common-school system asthe primary schoolsare. In addition 
to that, if the gentleman from Alabama will examine the law he will 
find that the grades of schools provided for are not only a commen- 
school and high-school system, but a higher grade provision being 
made for a normal school also in the District. It does not, then, in 
that respect change existing law as claimed. 

Now, in regard to the property, what are the facts? That property 
was bought years ago, the city purchasing it at a cost of $100,000 from 
Mr. Corcoran. It was worth at that time probably $25,000 to the city, 
but the city wanted to make a donation to the Coreoran Art Gallery 
and bought this property, which now belongs to the city as much as 
any piece of property can belong to any municipality on the face of 
the earth, and they have a right to make such disposition of it as 
they see fit. 

Now, we propose to authorize—what? Simply to apply it to school 
purposes. 

We have legislative power if we desire to make provision for these 
school buildings, and having possession of this property we propose 
to use it for such purpose as seems to be most appropriate. We pro- 
pose, Mr. Chairman, to devote it to the high purposes of education. 
I believe that there is no man in this House who will not agree with 
me that that is one of the most important subjects upon which we 
can legislate. For myself, I am a great believer in the education of 
the youth of this country. 

I will say further, Mr. Chairman, that there is already upon that 
property a primary-school building, and therefore it is very appro- 
priate that the remainder of the square should be devoted to pur- 
poses of education of the youth of this city. It seems to me that 
the point of order raised by the gentleman from Alabama cannot be 
well taken. 

Mr.SAMFORD. I might content myself, Mr. Chairman, in response 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio by simply asking him to 
turn to the law which athorizes the construction of this building 
attempted to be provided for in this bill. My information is that 
the legislative act passed some time in 1872, authorizing the purchase 
of this property, contemplated its use for market purposes. That be- 
ing so, I contend that toapply it toschool purposes would be a change 
of existing law to that extent, for it is an attempt to divert it from 
the original purpose for which its purchase was authorized by law. 

I have never heard before that there was any more promised or 
paid for this square than its real value. The sum of $100,000 author- 
ized by the legislative act to be paid in bonds for this square was as 
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i understand considered to be the value of the property, Mr. Corcoran 
agreeing to give the interest on the bonds to the Corcoran Art Gal- 
lery for a certain number of years, and at the end of a certain period 
verhaps the principal was to be devoted in that way. I have never 
foaed before, sir, that it was a donation on the part of the District. 

Mr. NEAL. The gentleman from Alabama is not perhaps familiar 
with the facts of the case. 

Mr. SAMFORD. I have just stated that it was the first time I 
have ever heard of it. But that there is any evidence that the prop- 
erty was not worth the amount paid for it, or authorized to be paid 
for it by the legislative act, I have never heard before ; never heard 
it questioned until this moment. 

Now, my point of order is that the legislative act under which that 
property was purchased provided it should be purchased for a market. 
That is the law of the District now in force, which never has been 
repealed and which never has been carried out. But it is attempted 
now in this bill to divert it from the purpose for which it was orig- 
inally intended, and the sum of $70,000 is provided in this bill for 
the erection of a high-school building upon it. 

I take this occasion to say, Mr. Chairman, that I am not opposed 
to the erection of school buildings or to the education of youth. 1 
am as much in favor of it as the gentleman from Ohio can possibly 
be. I believe that these buildings should be erected with a reason- 
able regard to the requirements of the people and the ability of the 
District to pay for them. But there are purposes which are just as 
important to some partsofthe city. Itis necessary to have a market 
at this point, and if I am overruled on the point of order I shall offer 
an amendment to that effect, that the law shall be confined to that 
which it originally contemplated, the erection of a market place on 
this square. This piece of property was authorized to be purchased 
at the same time that two other pieces were authorized to be pur- 
chased for market purposes. One of these was in the northern 
part of the city, the piece now under consideration, one was in the 
western and one in the eastern part of the city. In accordance with 
the provisions of the act market-houses were erected in the eastern 

and western portions of the city, but in consequence of the failure to 
negotiate the bonds, although the building was commenced on this 
square, if was never completed. 

t is therefore in consideration of the desire of the people of that 
part of the city for market facilities, together with the fact that you 
may find other localities for the erection of the high school, that I 
make in the first place the point of order. 

Mr. KLOTZ. There are two or three things connected with the 
subject of the market on square 446 which, if the House would under- 
stand, they certainly would not devote that ground for school pur- 
poses. It was a violation of the rights acquired under the law, and 
all the circumstances connected with the purchase of that property, 
to put on it the school-house lately commenced. Eight or nine years 
ago, when that property was sold by Mr. Corcoran, it was sold for 
$100,000, in bonds payable in twenty years, at 7 per cent. Mr. Cor- 
coran himself said he sold it to the commissioners with the under- 
standing it should be the site for a market, the object being to pro- 
mote the furnishing of a market for that portion of the city. To 
encourage the Corcoran Art Gallery, he afterward agreed to present 
those bonds, or the interest on those bonds for twenty years, to the 
Corcoran Art Gallery. About eight years of that time have expired. 
The District is in debt, head over heels. The amount of money that 
is appropriated by Congress for District purposes isenormous. There 
are 20,000 paupers on your hands to be fed ; yet it seems there is a de- 
sire to spend and squander the money of the District. It would seem 
as if Congress, in legislating for the District had but two objects— 
to protect the gas company, and then to protect all those other peo- 
ple in the city who are seeking to carry out private arrangements of 
their own for the purpose of filling their pockets; and this is one of 
those schemes. 

The very fact that Mr. Corcoran agreed to appropriate the interest 
for twenty years on those bonds to the Corcoran Art Gallery, direct- 
ing that it should afterward be presented to the District of Columbia 
for the purpose of building markets, should be sufiicient, at least for 
honest men, to make them carry out the contract. 

The market has been on that ground for a number of years. It 
consists of nothing but old sheds, as you may callthem. At the same 
time, proving that that isa good place for a market, the revenues 
from the old sheds that stand there amount at present to four or five 
thousand dollars a year. This square was set apart for market pur- 
poses. The people understood it was for a market,and that attracted 
various individuals to buy property at an advanced price around the 
square, The valuation of property around that market was doubled 
by the assessors because it was around the market square. The peo- 
ple who owned the property paid for years double the amount of 
taxes because it was a market square. Buildings have been erected 
and their value has been enhanced just for that reason, which will 
add in taxes to the revenues of the Government. 

They now agree, if they can build a market, to take half of the 
square for that purpose. They offer, without any cost to the District 
government, to take half of the square and pay half of the interest 
on the $100,000—namely, $3,500—for the next twelve years. They 
agree to pay $3,500 a year interest, helping the District government 
in its finances to that extent. And they propose to expend $40,000 


on a building, and to pay taxes on the building after it is erected. 


And, as I have sail, the income from the market at present 
five thousand dollars. 

Now you propose to spend $100,000 on two school-houses, One of 
the school-houses has been built in the center of one side ae 
square, and this provides that the other shall be built exactly jy 4), 
center of the other side of the square. This very fact shows then, ; 
something behind that has not been developed here. It is th ut th m 
who own or fell heirs tothe K street market, the stock of whic! "a 
bought at half price, are the powers behind the throne, a 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. How far is K street mar 
this square ? 

A MEMBER. Several squares. 

Mr. KLOTZ. The street-cars do not go within a square and 
of this. ; — 

Mr.NEAL. They go right by. 

Mr. KLOTZ. What I say is, they do not go within a square ay 
half of the K street market, and the people will not patronize i 
This market pays twice as much to the Government as the K * wen 
market in all its glory. . 

The desire of many men in this House to urge this matter ghoy 
that something lies behind it. I say it is robbery from first t ’ las 
It is in violation of an agreement‘and a contract. It is an abuse »: 
the confidence of those who have bought property and paid taxes 
there for eight years on property the assessed value of which 
been doubled by the expectation of having a market house. 4), 
now if you make it a site for a school-house you detract froy +), 
value of the property. - 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. COBB. It seems we have got into a discussion of the merits 
while the point of order was pending; and if there be no objection | 
should like to say something on the merits. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to hear the gentlem, 
from Indiana on the point of order. j 

Mr. COBB. I have not the statutes before me; but the law pro 
vides for a board of trustees under the supervision to some exteut 0! 
the commissioners. And it goes on and provides the system of edy 
cation as has been stated by the gentleman from Ohio. This systey 
has been carried on for years without objection, and we have q) 
propriated for it every year. Why, sir, the section just preceding 
this provides for the expenditure of $100,000 for the building of thre. 
intermediate school-houses. And the reason why it is proposed t 
appropriate for building a high school is because the high schoo! 
not taught now in a separate building but has to be accommodated 
in the upper stories of the Franklin building and the Seaton build 
ing. The result is that young ladies, or girls of thirteen or fourteen 
have now to climb those immense stairways; and every gentleman 
here who has practical experience knows the danger of requiring 
females of that age to go up and down stairways. 

This system is now in actual existence. Schools are to-day being 
taught, the very schools that would be transferred to this building 
in the upper stories of the Franklin and the Seaton buildings, aud 
teachers are employed under the system directed by law. I think 
therefore, there can be no question upon the legal proposition is 
regard to this point of order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques 
tion just there ? 

Mr. COBB. Certainly. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to know of the gentleman whether the deed 
of the property created any trust for any particular purpose? 

Mr. COBB. I will answer the gentleman. I want first to call at- 
tention to some facts that will tend to sustain this point of order, 
though my statements may look rather to the merits of the propos: 
tion than to the po‘nt of order. 

An appeal is made here for a market house on this property. D 
gentlemen know that there are now two market houses, one of them 
one of the finest in the city, within three squares of where it is pro- 
posed to put this one? I have a map which has been prepared with 
great care and which shows the location of the market houses. (ne 
of them is the Northern Liberty Market, the finest in the city, an¢ 
which is wanted by a railroad company as a depot. They are there 
fore against this school building on that account. They want © 
break down this Northern Liberty Market which has been built unce: 
the direction of the commissioners of this District. 

The commissioners of the District in three several reports have 
recommended that this Corcoran Square be devoted to school par 
poses. They have already erected aschool bnilding on the northeas' 
quarter of the square at a cost of $45,000. The market-men want! 
drive the school away from a site which is valuable to the peop’ 
and which can be reached by street railroads as can no other point 
the city. There is no other place in the city so well adapted (0 
school house as is this square. en 

It is said that the deed of the property was made ina peculiar WA) 
I have examined that deed and have had others examine it. | have 
here the brief of counsel heard upon the subject. There never be 
been any question but what square 446 belonged to the District 
as it pleased with it, and Mr. Corcoran will not pretend to-day t# 
that is not true. Mr 

It is true that at the time this property was purchased from _ 
Corcoran it was thought that it would be necessary to use es 
market house. But that necessity has passed away. A schoo 
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ated upon the northeast quarter of it. There are two market 
ses already Within three squares of it. It isnow proposed to erect 
cee 1 market house, and there will then be three market houses, 
the ne them six squares from each other. 
ioe is one thing I wish to call to the attention of this committee. 
4s I have said, a school building has already been erected under the 
‘rection of the present board of commissioners upon a part of this 
couare, at a cost of $45,000. It is not now quite completed. I have 
here the recommendations of the commissioners upon the subject. 
In 1875, which I am sure was before the Northern Liberty market 
puilding was erected—I think Iam correctly informed on that point— 
before the men had invested their money in the Northern Liberty 
market, under what they believed to be the intention of the commis- 
sioners, to devote this square to school purposes, the commissioners 
made this statement: 

The commissioners venture to call the attention of Congress to the fact of the 
jetrict now owning a valuable property in the city of Washington, known as ¢ Sor: 
oran square, originally purchasec for market purposes, but which they are of 
~snion could be more advantageously used for the public interests in aid of the 
sublie schools. 
~ Again, in the year 1878 the board of school trustees urged the appro- 
priation of this square for the benefit of the public schools, and their 
recommendations again received the approval of the commissioners 
of the District, as shown in theirreport. And again in the last report 
of the commissioners of the District is the following: 

We approve that the lots in square 446, pees by the District for a market, 
he utilized. These lots, since the erection by private enterprise on square 515, are 
not required for the purpose intended, and the commissioners are of the opinion 
that the lots named could be most economically and beneficially used, i. e., for 
school purposes. : . : 

Now, in pursuance of these recommendations, as I have before said, 
the school board went on and erected a school building on the north- 
east corner of this square, at a cost of $45,000. Now, I want to ask 
ventlemen what they think of the proposition of locating a school- 
house and a market building on the same square? Do you want 
saloons and restaurants to be set up near the school-house, to tempt 
and invite the school children to turn away from their studies and 
indulge in the poisonous draught which will lead them to ruin? 

Mr, KLOTZ. They are there now. 

Mr. COBB. Do not put such temptations in their pathway unless 
it is necessary to do it. This proposition comes from aclass of men— 
do gentlemen know who leads it? Mr. Wilson leads it. Who is he? 
He is a man who lives upon sixth street, away from this market. He 
spoke at a meeting last night in favor of it, at a meeting held by gen- 
tlemen who want to engage in the new enterprise which will ruin one 
of the best school-houses in the city. He objected to the police court 
where it now is, because it was near his house. Now he wants to put 
near a school-house, where fifteen hundred children of this District 
have to go, a market building which will draw flies there to the great 
annoyance of the scholars and teachers, and lead to the introduction of 
saloon keepers and restaurant keepers to mislead and destroy your 
children. 

I put it to you, gentlemen, whether or not this is just ? With these 
two market-houses located as you see upon the map, do the citizens 
need a market-house at this point? The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company want it, because they want the Northern Liberty Market 
for a depot. They are marching in that direction, as I have found 
out in the careful examination I have given this question. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Is this a discussion of the point of 
order or the merits of the amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order. 

Mr. COBB. I am aware that I am digressing somewhat into the 
merits of the question; and if objection is made, I certainly will not 
goon. These considerations have certainly some connection, though 
a very remote one, with the question of order. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, that some men in this city are opposed to 
locating this public school on this square. The square is divided into 
four quarters. The northeast quarter is now occupied by the build- 
ing Ihave spoken of. The northwest quarter fronts on Seventh street, 
one of the greatest thoroughfares and business streets in the city. 
That street is not a proper location for a school-house. The ground 
on Seventh street is more valuable for other purposes than school 
purposes, if the District should ever desire so to use it. This bill pro- 
vides that a school-house shall be erected on the southeast quarter 
of the square. The market-men want to take the south half of this 
beautiful square and build a market-house running right along with 
the school building that is now erected. They want to put this 
market-house where, according to the board of commissioners, it is 
hot wanted. Ido not mean the present board, though I believe two 
“ them take the same position, having been members of the board 
wg time when the report to which I have already alluded was 
a will this committee undertake to place on this valuable 
- ‘ly { 80 suitable for school purposes, a building that must neces- 

ari’y interfere with the use of the square for schoo] purposes, so that 
ag o a the city must be driven either to remove the market- 
on - red be erected there or to remove the school-house it 
“a see, a a for the two structures are inconsistent and can- 

Mr. KLOLE. = oom the same square, 

Mr. COBB 7m ich was built first ? 

. . 1€ school-house. 
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Mr. KLOTZ. It is not half done yet. 

Mr. COBB. There is not on this square at present any market- 
house such as the gentleman would seem to indicate. There are a 
few old shanties, which have been recently repaired at an expense of 
more than $1,000 to the District. This brings me to another point. 
The gentleman says that these market people pay the District tive or 
six thousand dollars. I wish to say that the money received for rents 
is paid out in the erection or repair of old shanties that do not amount 
to anything. 

Mr. SAMFORD. Mr. Chairman, I shall not attempt at this stage 
to follow my distinguished friend from Indiana away from the point 
of order into the merits of this case, though I am aware that in dis- 
cussing the merits of the question he did so by permission. But | 
ask leave to refer to one or two statements of fact which I have never 
heard before. Inthe first place, I have never heard that any railroad 
company desires this lot for a depot. 

Mr. NEAL. That does not relate to the point of order. 

Mr. SAMFORD. I have just said so. Now, as to the statement 
that the commissioners recommend the erection of this school build- 
ing on this square, I have a letter which I shall ask to have read at 
a proper stage of the discussion on the merits. 

It is conceded that this proposition does not retrench expenditures. 
Now, the question is, does it change existing law? I have defied the 
gentleman to show any authority according to law for the building 
of this high school. The public-school system of this city does not 
authorize it. It will not dofor the advocates of this measure to call 
upon me to show the law; the aflirmative is with them; they have 
the laboring oar. Let them show any authority under the law for 
the erection of this building. 

If I were ever called upon toshow that there is not such authority, I 
might refer to the fact that in 1372 an act was passed by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the District of Columbia (and it is the law at this 
time) the title of which was “ An act providing for the purchase of 
certain ground east of the Capitol, and for the erection thereon of a 
public market house.” Subsequently there was passed another act, 
“An act providing for the purchase of certain market sites and the 
erection thereon of certain markets.” Then there was another act, 
the act of June 19, 1572, entitled ‘“ An act directing the governor to 
purchase as a site for a northern market the ground in square 446 
offered by W. W. Corcoran, esq.” 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. What is the gentleman reading 
from ? 

Mr. SAMFORD. From an act passed June 19, 1572. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Passed by whom ? 

Mr.SAMFORD. By the Legislative Assembly of the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Not by Congress ? 

Mr. SAMFORD. By the Legislative Assembly of this District. It 
was entirely within the jurisdiction of that Legislative Assembly to 
pass such an act, and it is the law to-day. I have here a statement 
of the action on this subject. I have not had an opportunity myself 
to verify the correctness of this statement; but it has been handed 
to me by a gentleman who has doneso. The act to which I have just 
referred authorized the governor “to purchase as a site for a north- 
ern market the ground in square 446, offered by W. W. Corcoran, 
esq., on the liberal and munificent terms proposed by him,” which 
terms were to sell the ground to the District for a market site for 
$100,000, and to donate the bonds to be received in payment to the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art. The ground was purchased, and the bonds 
at once turned over by Mr. Corcoran to the trustees of the Art Gal- 
ery. The act further provided for a commission to make a contract 
and cause a market building to be erected, and made provision for 
the issue and sale of bonds for that purpose. The contract was made. 
That law still exists ; and this appropriation bill proposes an absolute 
change of that law, while it does not retrench expenditures. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. The paragraph under discussion, 
and which the gentleman includes in his point of order, involves two 
propositions: one to erect a high-school building, and the other to fix 
the location upon which this building shall be erected. Now, it is 
not denied, I presume, by the gentleman from Alabama, or anybody 
else, that this Congress has the right in an appropriation bill of this 
kind to make an appropriation for the erection of a public-schoo 
building. This was done in the appropriation bill last year, and is 
done every year by this House. It is the only way in which it is 
done, and practically it is the only way in which it can be reached. 
The appropriation bill of last year provided for the erection of three 
school buildings, one of which was erected on the very lot now under 
discussion. 

The gentleman himself does not deny we have the right to erect a 
public-school building, but he undertakes to say a high-school build- 
ing is not a public-school building. It seems to me in any northern 
city or any northern State that would be almost absurd, for a high 
school is as much a part of the public system as the primary schools 
themselves. I venture to say further there is not a city of 50,000 in- 
habitants in any of the Northern States which has not a high schoo! 
as part of its public-school system. It isimpossible for us to decide, 
therefore, as it seems to me, that a high school is not a public school. 

That leaves, then, the only other question involved, as to whether 
we have the right to locate this school-house on this square 446. The 
gentleman claims it changes existing law, and he cites in proof of 
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that a certain act passed by the Legislative Assembly of the District 
ef Columbia. Now, the gentleman from Alabama ought to know— 
and I am not sure whether he does or not—that the supreme court 
of the District of Columbia has decided this very quesiton. When the 
commissioners undertook to build a public school on that lot an in- 
junction was sought from the court on the ground that the Legisla- 
tive Assembly had dedicated this square to market purposes. That 
court, however, decided it had done nothing of the sort, and that the 
District had an undoubted and unconditional title to the land. 

Mr. SAMFORD. I concur with the gentleman from Rhode Island 
that it is entirely within the power of Congress to do this thing by 
proper legislation, but the question before the House at this time is 
whether you can do this thing on an appropriation bill, which, under 
the rules, I deny. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. There is no law dedicating it to 
any other purpose. The court decided the legislation to which the 
gentleman has alluded as void and of no effect, and that the District 
of Columbia had an undoubted and unconditional title to the land. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will now decide the point of order. 
By reference to Rule XI of the House, clause 30, it will be found that 
this bill was taken from the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and given to the regular Committee on Appropria- 
tions of the House. It is therefore one of the regular general appro- 
priation bills. And that leads to the question what a general appro- 
priation bill is. As I understand it, it isan annual appropriation by 
Congress for subjects provided by previous law. The first part of 
clause 3 of Rule XXI provides that no appropriation shall be re- 
ported in any general appropriation bill or be in order as an amend- 
ment thereto for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, 
unless in continuation of appropriations for such public works and 
objects as are already in progress. A general appropriation bill, then, 
is an annual appropriation bill for carrying on the Government. Is 
the erection of a high-school building in the District of Columbia an 
annual appropriation? To my mind it clearly is not. 

It is claimed, because Congress has control of the subject of schools 
in the District of Columbia, that leaves with it as a part of the law 
the power to erect a school building, because schools are provided 
for by pre-existing law. It may be said that courts are provided for 
by pre-existing law in all parts of the United States, and yet no one 
would claim that by virtue of the law creating courts an appropri- 
ation for the erection of a court-house would be considered a portion 
of the annual general appropriation bill. This to my mind is clearly 
new legislation, and is therefore subject to the point of order made 
by the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Do I understand the Chair to 
rule that an appropriation for the erection of a new public-school 
building would not be in order on this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion that it is not in 
order under the rule. 

Mr. NEAL. I wish to make a point of order on all this bill from 
line 471; for if we cannot have a high-school building we do not 
Want any. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I feel constrained, Mr. Chair- 
man, to take an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is glad to have the gentleman do so, 
as he would like to have the decision of the committee upon the 
question. 

Mr. COBB. Now, Mr. Chairman, I cannot place my hand at this 
moment upon the law authorizing this appropriation to be made; 
but Iam quite sure when the Chair comes to see that law he will 
modify his decision on the point involved. There is an act grading 
the schools of the District, and I will call the attention of the Chair 
to that law which I think will cause him to modify his decision. 

_Mr. HUNTON. Lrise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HUNTON. The Chair has ruled upon this question already. 
Now, the only thing for us to do is to go on and consider the remain- 
der of the bill unless an appeal is taken from that decision. I hold 
that debate is not in order after the ruling of the Chair. 

hoo i ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. LIappeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Rhode Island having ap- 
pealed from the decision of the Chair the question before the com- 
mittee is, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
eommittee ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. I would like to have that part of the bill eompre- 
hended in the ruling of the Chair read again, so that we may under- 
stand exactly the question pending. 

The paragraph was again read. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of RhodeIsland. Can Ibe allowed a moment upon 
this question? [Cries of “ Regular order!” ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would be very glad to hear the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island if he was permitted to do so. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I believe the gentleman from Rhode Island has 
a right under the rules in Committee of the Whole to address the 
Chair upon this point. I claim that itis his right and was settled the 
ether day. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will be glad to hear the gentleman 
unless there be objection. 


Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Mr. Chairman, this is a subject 
of importance, It should be decided only after mature reflection rm 
consideration. The question presented here is whether or not thi 
is a general appropriation bill. I hold that an appropriation for the 
District of Columbia is of necessity a private appropriation, a bil] or ; 
viding for a municipality under the control of the Government co 
if we exact under this first clause of the twenty-first rule that every 
appropriation not provided for previously by law is out of order, w, 
shall exclude nine-tenths of all the items in appropriation bills brought 
into this House by the Committee on Appropriations. . 

We cannot embark in any new enterprise in the District unless we 
first pass a law to authorize it, and then get the consent of the Com. 
mittee on Appropriations to furnish the money. It is well known to 
every member of this House that it is impossible for us to do that 
We shall never have any school-honses erected here or work of any 
kind done in this District if this rule is to be strictly adhered to and 
enforced. I have at present no authorities before me on this point 
but I shall be very much surprised if the District appropriation )j}] 
has ever been decided to be a general appropriation bill within the 
meaning of the first clause of the twenty-first rule. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ? 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 76, noes 91. 

Mr. TALBOTT demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. TALBOTT, and Mr. ALDRICH of Rhode 
Island, were appointed. 

Mr. FINLEY. I hope the Chair will state distinctly the question 
upon which the committee is now called upon to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama made a point of 
order that the provision contained in this bill which contemplates 
the erection of a high-school building was not an appropriation au- 
thorized by law, and should not under the rules of the House be in- 
cluded in this bill. That point of order was sustained by the Chair. 
The gentleman from Rhode Island appeals from that decision of the 
Chair, and the question is, Shall that decision stand as the judgment 
of the committee ? 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported ayes 78, 
noes 101, 

So the decision of the Chair was overruled. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now report the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike ont from line 471 to 498, inclusive, and insert ‘‘and the commissioners 
are hereby authorized to sell the 3.65 bonds which are beld by them in trust asa 
schoe! fund, amounting to $70,630.47, and apply the proceeds to the erection of two 
school buildings on sites and according to plans approved by the board of school 
trustees. Said plans to be furnished and the work to be superintended by the in- 
spector of buildings of the District of Columbia.” 

Mr. KLOTZ. But not to be erected on square 446. 

Mr. HUNTON. I would like, Mr. Chairman, to have the attention 
of the committee for a few moments while I explain the provisions 
of the amendment which I have offered. I have been charged, sir, 
with being an advocate of extravagance in the amendments which | 
have had the honor of offering and pressing upon the committee for 
adoption. I now claim that my amendment is in the interest of 
economy, and I want the gentleman from Indiana to understand that 
if he opposes the amendment he himself will be the advocate of ex- 
travagance and I of economy. The committee will observe, Mr. 
Chairman, that by the two paragraphs that my amendment proposes 
to strike out $170,000 is appropriated to the building of school-houses 
in the District of Columbia in one single fiscal year, an amount for 
the purpose of school buildings never appropriated within my legis- 
lative experience in this body ; and I say an amount far beyond the 
ability of the people of the District under present circumstances to 
pay. I desire to say here, sir, that I am an advocate of common- 
school education. I am as perfectly willing as any gentleman upon 
this floor by my action here. and by my vote to provide everything 
that is necessary for the education of the children of the District of 
Columbia in the public schools; but Iam not willing in any given 
year tospend such a vast sum as this contemplates—$170,000—for 
the purpose of building free schools, one of which is to cost $70,000 
alone. 

Mr. SAMFORD. Not counting the value of the property on which 
it is erected. 

Mr. HUNTON. And when you take into consideration the value 
of the lot, as my friend from Alabama suggests, it is probably in the 
neighborhood of two hundred thousand dollars. It isnow, Mr. Chair- 
man, I think, the duty of Congress to provide gradually for the eree- 
tion of the school-houses necessary for the accommodation of the 
children of the District, but not to do it all in one bill or in one year, 
by attempting to provide so much as this bill contemplates for the 
purpose of erecting these buildings. The committee will recollect, 
when the amendment was offered and adopted to increase the appro- 
priation for taking up the rotten wooden pavements and replacing 
them with substantial ones of some kind, it was understood that 
there was to be an economical cutting down somewhere else in the 
bill to get it within the total amount as recommended by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. f ' ; 

Now, Mr. Chairman, last year, I believe, we erected three oe 
houses; the year before, one or two; and now we are asked to buil 
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' nore, one of which is to cost $70,000. I say, whatever may be 
Nel of the people of this District in regard to school buildings, 
a "ought for the present to be satisfied with the rooms rented for 
arpose especially as we propose by my amendment to build two 
> Pe taildings costing $70,000. 
; ‘Here thehammerfell.} ae by 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, was re ognized and yielded his time to 


thev 


Vr, HUNTON. shod — 
Sir HUNTON. My amendment proposes that the3.65 bonds, amount- 


+, €7(),000, shall be paid off and canceled, and that the amount of 
ads honds held now by the commissioners of the District of Co- 
= bia shall be devoted to the building of two school buildings, the 
+, for which shall be determined byt he school board under the di- 
“Fic » of the commissioners of the District. 

Is a Mr. Chairman, with all deference, that this sum of $70,000 is 
+a enough in one year for the people of the District of Columbia 
to expend in the erection of school buildings in this District. If the 
¢100,000 appropriated in the first of these paragraphs is stricken out 
nd the appropriation is confined to the $70,000 in 3.65 bonds, then 
+) a District of Columbia will have at the end of the next fiscal year 
‘co additional sckool buildings with twenty-four rooms in the aggre- 

"eos and the next year we can build two more, and two more the 
vex ‘vear, and in time furnish all the schools that are thought to be 
necessary for the accommodation of the children of the District. 

“4 Memper. How much does your amendment save ? : 

Mr. HUNTON. My amendment provides $70,000 instead of $170,000, 
The two paragraphs to which my amendment applies appropriate 
¢170,000 for the purpose of, building school-houses in the District. 
My amendment cuts off the $100,000 and appropriates the $70,000 now 

eld in 3.65 bonds. And I submit that sum is enough to appropriate 

n any given year for school buildings in the city of Washington. I 
-rust, therefore, the committee will adopt my amendment. 

“Mr. COBB. 1 desire to say but one word. If the gentleman from 
Virginia will only appropriate $70,000 he ought not to appropriate 
any. Youcannot build one school building for less than $45,000, and 
the balance, you can readily see, cannot be used for the purpose of 
eres ting such buildings as are now being erected under this system. 

The section which the gentleman from Virginia proposes to amend 
provides for three buildings in the District of Columbia: two in di- 
vision No. 2, and one in division No, 6. And then there is this high 
school. As I said yesterday by what is here proposed we will save 
¢x(00 rent which we are now paying in the second school division. 
And then we propose to take from the upper stories of the Seaton 

iilding and the Franklin building these young girls and boys now 

» the high school and transfer them to this building and to provide 

om for intermediate schools. We are paying as rent 10 per cent. 

ion the value of the property rented. We ought to stop this ex- 
penaiture. 

Mr. HUNTON. Ifthe $70,000 are appropriated as proposed in my 
amendment it is understood one of the two buildings to be erected is 

eeded most in the country and the other in the city. The $70,000 
will build two school-houses, one costing from $30,000 to $40,000 in 

e city, and the other in the country. 

Mr. COBB. In the country they only ask $4,000. 

Mr. HUNTON. I understand more than that is desired. 

Mr. HENKLE. Before the vote is taken upon the pending amend- 
ment I want to say a few words upon this market question, which I 

onsider is embraced under the provisions of the amendment now 
pending. 

The gentleman from Indiana, who recently addressed the commit- 
tee, entered at considerable length on the merits of this question, and 
made some reflection, as I thought at least, upon the character of a 
mass-meeting of the citizens of Washington that was held last night 
upon this subject. The reflection was that the parties composing 
that meeting were interested im such a manner as was not creditable 
to their moral character; that they were interested in the sale of in- 
oxicating liquors; that it was a sinister movement altogether ; that 
' was a pecuniary, selfish interest that controlled these people; that 
t] . voice was not entitled, therefore, to consideration on the part 
of Congress, 

Now, I desire to send to the Clerk’s desk to be read a memorial that 

Has been sent to Congress by these gentlemen, remarking at the same 
ime that the gentlemen composing that meeting last night are among 
‘he most respectable men in the District of Columbia, and are enti- 
ed to take the interest in this matter which they do, and that as 
“uch they are entitled to the consideration of this House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 

mn sidents of the northern part of the city of Washington, who are accommo- 

"“ by the market established by law on square 446, commonly known as “ Cor- 
‘quare,” having met together in mass-meeting to consider the great injury 
rong w hich they would suffer by the passage of that portion of the appro- 

on bill for the District of Columbia reported to the Honse of a 
er oar a which provides for the location of a high-school building on 

‘und now used for a market, and which would involve the taking away of 

) Convenient market facilities which we now enjoy, do respectfully but most 


Dear): 


‘Y memorialize your honorable bodies, and represent : 
+ hat in 1871 and 1872 the Legislative Assembly of the District provided for 
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¢ purchase . % : 2 - ; > . : 
oat naa of three market sites in the city of Washington—one in the eastern, 
me Western, and one in the northern section of the city, and for the erection 


{ pert 
perry 


‘manent market houses thereon. On the eastern and western sites market 


houses have been built and paid for out of the general treasury of the District, 


whereby we and our property have paid our proportion for them. The ground in 
question was purchased as the northern market site,and temporary sheds and 
stands were erected thereon, and they have served for eight years, and notwith 

standing their inadequacy to our needs, have been a great convenience and have 
yielded to the District treasury a larger revenue than aay other public market in 
thecity. Moreover, the real estate in this section of the city, by reason of the loca- 
tion of the market therein, has been assessed for taxation at a much higher valua 

tion than theretofore ; so that, besides having paid our proportion for the other two 
markets, we have also paid, by increased taxes, more than enough to reimburse the 
District for the cost of the ground. 

Second. The site is absolutely needed for a market, and is better located and 
adapted therefor than any other in the whole northern section of the eity, which 
is shown by the business which has been and still is done at these temporary and 
inadequate market-sheds, and is further demonstrated by the strenuous and per 
sistent efforts of the owners of private corporation markets, which are claimed to 
be, but are not, so located as to afford us convenient market accommodations, to 
procure the diversion of the ground from the purpose for which it was purchased 
and set apart by law. 

Third. The ground was, after the fullest diseussion of the question, selected for 
anorthern market, and was purchased from Mr. Corcoran with the understanding 
between him and the citizens of Washington that it should bo devoted to market 
purposes, and that he would donate the proceeds of its sale to the Corcoran Gallery 
of Art. This he did, and it would be a breach of faith to now divert it to other 
uses. 

Fourth. The District government having failed to erect a permanent market house 
on this site we became ready and willing, in order to preserve and improve our mar 
ket facilities, to erect a suitable market building ourselves on the south half of 


the ground purchased from Mr. Corcoran, in accordance with the provisions of 


House bill No. 4749, which was reported favorably by the House Committee on 
the District of Columbia at the last session of Congress, and is now pending in the 
House, whereby the District will reeeive a large annual revenue therefrom and 
the citizens will have increased market facilities, while the north half of the 
ground will be devoted to school purposes. And this division of the ground was 
understood to bea satisfactory adjustment of conflicting claims. Since then a 
school building has been erected on the north half of the ground, with which the 
market does not interfere, and it is now proposed to take all the ground for school 
purposes, and at a loss of revenue to the District which would pay the interest on 
the cost of two or three proper sites for school buildings. 

Wherefore we earnestly appeal to your honorable bodies to regard our situation 
and refrain from passing the pending bill, which will destroy our market, and 
respectfully pray for the passage of the House bill, te which we have above re 
ferred, providing for the erection of a permanent market without cost to the Dis 
trict or the General Government. 

And we authorize the chairman and secretary of this mass-meeting to sign this 
memorial in our behalf. 

And will ever pray, &c. 

SAMUEL NORMENT 
Chairman. 

EDW. W. DONN, 
Secretary. 

Before the Clerk had finished the reading of the above memorial 
the hammer fell. 

Mr. SAMFORD was recognized and yielded his time to Mr. HENKLE. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the memorial. 

Mr. HENKLE. This is no new subject to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. It was discussed in a very exhaustive man- 
ner by all the parties interested during the last session of Congress, 
and on several previous occasions. If the committee would give me 
for a few minutes their attention, which is so difficult a matter to get 
when business pertaining to the District of Columbia is before the 
House, I believe Icould convince them that this lot should not in 
equity or justice be taken for the purposes of a high school. 

Iam not here to oppose a high school in the city of Washington. 
There is no man in the city or in the District more willing to support 
education thanI am. But Ido say, Mr. Chairman, that it is an out- 
rage on the people of the northern section of this city to take that 
lot and divert it from market-house purposes to the purposes of a 
high school. 

The memorial that has just been read from the desk recites briefly 
the several points in this case. They are these: that in 1871 or 1872 
the Legisative Assembly of the District of Columbia made provision 
for three public markets: one in the eastern, one in the western, and 
one located in the northern section of the city. 

The Eastern Market House was built; the Western Market House 
was built. The Corcoran lot was purchased, and the foundation was 
laid there for the erection of the Northern Market House on that lot. 
Gentlemen say there is nothing in the deed by which this lot is con- 
veyed to the city that provides that it shall be devoted to the pur- 
poses of a market house. I care not whether it was in the letter of 
the bond or not; itis just as well understood, and it is just as binding 
in good faith upon this committee and upon Congress to carry out 
the understanding ; for it was known to all men in this District at 
the time that property was bought that it should be devoted to the 
purposes of a market house, The proof of that is to be found there in 
the foundation stones that lie to-day upon that lot. There is the 
proof, so plain that he who runs may read. It was intended fora 
market, as is shown by the fact that the District government pro- 
ceeded to lay the foundation of a market building on that lot. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. KLOTZ. I will take the floor, and yield four minutes of my 
time to the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. HENKLE. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment has been 
exhausted. 

Mr. HENKLE. Then I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. NEAL. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. NEAL. Is it in order under the rules for a gentleman to take 
the floor and yield his time to another? 
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Mr.CLYMER. The gentleman from Maryland { Mr. HENKLE] takes 
the floor in his own time, having moved to strike out the last 
word. 

Mr. NEAL. The chairman ruled a short time ago that I had no 
right to dothat; and what is good for one is good for another. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair held that the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Near] bad no right at the close of his remarks to move to strike 
out the last word and continue on the floor. 

Mr. NEAL. That is just exactly what the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. HENKLE] has done. 

The CHAIRMAN. If that is so, the Chair will rule as he did be- 
fore. 

Mr. KLOTZ. I will move to strike out the last word, and yield 
my time to the gentleman from Maryland. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland will proceed. 

Mr. HENKLE. I am much obliged tothe gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. K1o1z] for his courtesy. 

I was going on to say that this property was sold by Mr. Corcoran 
with the express understanding that it should be devoted to market- 
house purposes. The Committee on the District of Columbia has un- 
doubted information upon that subject. That committee addressed 
a note to Mr. Corcoran to ascertain if such was the fact. Mr. Cor- 
coran replied in a letter, which I presume is now in the committee- 
room, in which he explicitly states that the property was sold to the 
city with the express understanding that it shonld be used for market 

yurposes, and for no other purpose. 

, Now, the citizens of that siaiion of the District desire a market 
house on this lot. It is the natural location for a market. Street 
railways run past it on twosides. It isone of those centers to which 
yopulation naturally gravitates. It isthe natural location for a mar- 
4 There is the place for one, and though the building is not com- 
pleted, nothing but the foundation laid, yet such was the general 
desire for a market house there that temporary sheds were erected, 
and a successful market has been conducted there from that time to 
the present. There is a market there to-day, and has been for eight 
years, a prime necessity to the people of that section of the city. 

More than that, in view of the prospective value of property in 
that section of the city, because of the establishment of a market- 
house there, prices advanced, property increased in value; and when 
assessments were made that property was assessed at advanced rates. 
For years the people of that section of the city have been paying in- 
creased taxation because of the enhanced value of their property by 
reason of the prospective establishment of a market there. Is there 
anybody here who doubts that? Is there any one cognizant of the 
condition of affairs in that portion of the city who does not know 
that to be true? I say it would be bad faith to take this property 
from them and use it for the purpose of a school-house. 

This matter was discussed at great length in our committee. We 
heard the citizens of that portion of the city, as well as the representa- 
tives of the incorporated market houses referred to by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Cops.] The owners of those market houses said 
they had built them with theirown money. That was at the time 
when a proposition was made to appropriate money by Congress to 
erect a market house on this Corcoran square. 

The owners of the other market houses said they had built their 
markets with their own money; that if the people would build a 
market house on this square with their own money they might do it. 
The only objection was to the Government appropriating money to 
construct a market house there and break down these private enter- 

ITIBES, 

’ A compromise was then and there agreed to in our committee which 
was conceded to be satisfactory to all parties, to the people of that 
portion of the District, to the commissioners of the District, and to 
these rival corporations also. The proposition was that if the people 
would build a market on this square at their own private expense, 
just as the other market-houses had been built, there would be no 
objection to it. A bill was accordingly prepared for that purpose, 
and is before the House to-day. 

That is thestate of the case now. That was the compromise reached. 
The Committee on Appropriations now come in and ask this House 
to divert this property from the purpose for which it was originally 
designed, to break up this market, which is a public necessity for all 
that northern section of the city, and to erect a high-school building 
on the property. 

Now, I am in favor of a high school, but I am not in favor of doing 
any injustice that good may come from it. I say let justice be done, 
though the heavens fall. There are better locations in this city for 
a high school. This lot is not centrally located, either geographic- 
ally or with reference to population. Now, why do I say this? 

Provision was made by law that there should be one market house 
in the eastern portion of the city, one in the western portion, and 
one in the northern portion of the city. And this site was selected 
as the one for the market house for the benefit of the people in the 
northern section of the city. That does not indicate that it is cen- 
tral. It is not central. The center of population is east of Sixth 
street. All the southern and eastern part of the city, including the 
navy-yard, is remote from this location. If you build a high school, 
as I hope you may,I want you to locate it where it will be accessible 
to the poor people of the District. 


Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, I desire that we shall now give a} 
ing to parties who have not yet been heard. I send to the deal, 
be read the proceedings of a = meeting held on the 7th of the 
present month, in favor of public schools. Iask gentlemen to un.” 
the names of gentlemen who took part in this meeting ana" 
whether they are representative men of this District. =~ | 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A District high-echool—Meeting of citizens to recommend ita erection— im 
adopted which will be presented to the commissioners and Congress — Rees a 
opinion on the subject. E — oY 
Pursuant toa published call, a number of patrons and friends of the public-« 

system, who favor the erection of a suitable building for a District high . 

met at Seaton school building last night. About thirty-five persons were o-, 

among them Commissioner Dent, Superintendent Wilson. Trastee Loreioe 

Clarke, W. C. Chase, B. T. Swartz, Joseph Daniels, S. John Thomson B - 

Ex-Trustee Joseph M. Wilson, Ex-Trastee G. ¥. At Lee, J. B. Oarand a 
On motion of General W. W. Birney, Hon. Matthew G. Emery was calle 

chair, and B. F. Marche was elected secretary. A motion was made and es 

that a committee of five be appointed to draw up a proper address, settin> ¢.. 
the necessity for a high school in this District. The Chair appointed as such -,.- 
mittee General W. W. Birney, General R. B. Mussey, John Randolph. C. E. Hove. 

and George Mason. After being out for some time the committee retarna’ 23 

General Birney reported a series of resolutions, as follows: Seo 
Whereas the trustees of the public schools of this District have not ver hy. 

able to establish the eleventh and twelfth grades, which are necessary to then 

ough training and instruction for practical life contemplated by the acho 
system, and which grades have been established in Baltimore, Richmond S,~ 
nah, and generally in the cities of the United States; and —— 

Whereas said trustees, not finding it practicable to rent a suitable bu ild 
the ninth and tenth grades, have been compelled to locate them in th: 
of buildings constructed for the use of lower grades, inconvenient for ner oF 
and contracted in space ; and “Aa 

Whereas the present pupils of the tenth grade will be compelled to | t 

ublic schools at the end of the scholastic year because no provision has been ms 
or their further instruction, and a large number of the present pupils of the eich: 
grade, desiring toenter the minth must be refused admission because there is mo» 
for a limited number only ; and je 

Whereas the board of school trustees demand immediate attention to this state »: 
things, declaring it to be most serious, and recommend the application of wha: : 
known as the “Washington school fund,”’ amounting with interest to more tha; 
seventy-two thousand dollars, to the erection of a building for the use of the } 
est grades, and alsothat said building be erected on ground belonging to the [ys 
trict in square 446, which site they pronounce central, accessible and arailab': 

Resolved, That the recommendations of the board of trustees are reasonable an 
ought to be carried out without delay. 

That the ** Washington school fund" should not be diverted to the us 
fit of any one or two school divisions, but should be applied to the erectix 
building for those grades in which all parts of the District are represented 

That we rely with confidence upon the usual appropriation by Congress { 
construction of buildings for the lower grades of public schools; and we trust this 
appropriation will notinterfere with the application of the “* Washington s 
fund” as recommended by the trustees. 

That the board of trustees of public schools merit our thanks for their efor: 
in the face of many difficulties, to establish in this District the system of cd 
tion of all the children of the community—a system jusi to the feeble and defens 
less, and which has been proved to be the best preservative of republican 
tions by removing prejudices between rich and r, mitigating sectarian feelin 
and promoting industrial prosperity by the multiplication of inventors able: 
chanics, engineers, skillfal merchants, and intelligent workmen. 

That a committee of fifteen citizens be appointed by this meeting to present 
these resolutions to the honorable District commissioners ; to confer with then 
the subject-matter with a view to secure favorable action ; and to take suc! 
steps, including presentation to the congressional committee having charz 
trict affairs, as it may deem necessary to carry out the views of this meeting 

General Birney made a speech defending the high-school system. He said that 
he saw a sentiment in the press some time ago against it. The high school was 
not for the rich, but to make all competent to earn a livelihood. It is int i 
filla place in the public schools. [A voice: “ Don't let it be understood that n 
languages are to be taught.”)} 

J.B. Johnston spoke in favor of the resolutions. 

Judge Dent said there was a great difference of opinion as to the degree of pub 
lic-school teaching. If there was any place in which the public schools should 
have a high standard, this city was the place. He spoke of the poor financial! con 
dition of the District, and said the schools did not, on that account, receive as mach 
as the commissioners wouldlikethemto have. Hewent ontosay that Congress had 
given them, on their recommendation, the Washington school fund, $72,000, a» 
about thirty thousand dollars for school purposes. “He suggested that the schoo! 
board could either appropriate the money to the erection of low or high school 

General It. B. Mussey spoke in favor of the resolutions at some length, saying 
that Washington had more material for high education than any city in the coun 
try. He said he had rather have had bad pavements than bad boys, and the way 
to do away with the latter was to give them school facilities. 

Judge Dent again spoke of the tronble of collecting money, and said if this meet- 
ing would have the $192,000 of drawbacks placed to the credit of the District be 
would pledge himself to vote $150,000 for the public schools. 

Ex-Treasurer Wilson spoke in favor of the resolutions, saying that Represea 
tive Cons was in favor of doing all he could to give them a high school. ; 

General E. F. Hovey said the question had resolved itself into one of ease 0 1" 
pedal extremity of man, or knowledge to the head ; or, in other words, if we bave 
good streets we are to have no high school. So much money was to be expenees 
according to the commissioners, and he favored giving it to the high school. He 
concluded by saying that both the streets and the high school could be attended ‘ 
by po presenting the case before Congress. : ore 

“he resolutions were then unanimously adopted, and the Chair appointes 
following committee to wait on the commissioners and Congress: M. G. ba ; 
William Birney, H. D. Cooke, jr., W. C. Dodge, William Dickson, Thomas 1. 
Hume, Rev. George O. Little, William H. Chase, 0. H. Irish, R. D. Mussey, J. B 
Johnson, George C. Gorham, Lewis Clephane, A. J. Donaldson, B. T. Swart, ant 
Rev. B. F. Bittinger, D. D. The committee will meet at the Second National Pans 
on Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 


Mr. SAMFORD. I would like to have read a letter which I send © 
the desk from the gentleman who presided over the meeting, the p™™ 
ceedings of which have just been read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. KLOTZ. I withdraw my formal amendment. 
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Mr. SAMFORD. I renew it, and I ask the Clerk to read the letter 
which I send up. 


1881. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 1125 


a 


The Clerk read as follows: was bought from Mr. Corcoran for market purposes, therefore there 
yaks _ __ SECOND NATIONAL BANK, was a dedication of it to such purposes. Why, sir, the District re- 

. Washington, D. C., January 27, 1881. | egived a deed in fee-simple for the property, and paid for it double 

Mr Dear Sin: While I am in favor of the erection of a building for high-school | and treble its value. Now, what is proposed? In the first place, 


pases, | am not in favor of placing it upon square No. 446, known as Corcoran ee ; 2 as ve z P . : 
parr ora ‘nk there should be a market house erected on this square. Mr. Chairman, these parties wante d us to ippropriate the whole 
square. wars, respectfully, square to the building of market houses. Then they came down toa 
ae M. G. EMERY. proposition to take one-half. They proposed that this public property 
Major THos. P. MORGAN, should be appropriated for private purposes, when, as has been demon- 


District Com missioner. 
Mr. SAMFORD. I ask to have read also a communication from 
Major Morgan, one of the District commissioners. 
“The Clerk read as follows: 


s 


strated by the gentleman from Indiana, there are ample market facil- 
ities in that neighborhood, so that there is no necessity for another 
market. The full object of this will be to give public property to 
private persons to enable them to compete with other private enter- 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS, Disrrict or CoLumpta, prises. More than $100,000 has been spent in that neighborhood by 
Washington, January 27, 1881. | one market company, and a large sum by another market company, 

an SiR: Ie ee ae t sn Adsl lg Reagan ye ape oe fir" | and the question now addresses itself to this committee, will they 
ee recommended the same, I would state that personally I have always | 42Pppropriate public money for the purpose of feeding men's bellies as 
ced to diverting this property from its original purpose, for markets, toany | the gentleman from Pennsylvania and the gentleman from Alabama 
| desire, or will they go with us and devote it to the purpose of sup- 

plying food to the minds and souls of the children of this District? 

oP | the matter over with Mr. Cops a few days since, and expressed to him fully Gentlemen have insinuated there were interested parties back of 
sv objections, but said if it was determined to build a high school and use square this urging it on. I will say to the gentlemen for myself and for 
4g, | would advise the sale of the ground on the Seventh street side, included in | every member of the Committee on the District of Columbia whe 
lote—shown on & _ I gave him—and purchase more retired and cheaper | stands as I do on this question, that the only persons who have talked 
4 northwest from this point. to us in regard to this matter are the men who come here and ask us 


Sincerely, 








yposed 


the erection of the proposed high school on the square named, I have been 
to it all along, and so expressed myself to all who made any inquiry. I 


Asto 


seven 


sour 
groul 


THOS. P. MORGAN. to give them public property for private purposes. These public 

Hon. Mr. SAMFORD. . | market houses are behind the age. In modern times no town appro- 

N. B.—The commissioners, as @ board, have never recommended anything touch- | priates money for any such purpose. Let all these matters be left to 
ing this subject. individual enterprise. 

Mr. SAMFORD. Mr. Chairman, there is now on file in the proper Further, Mr. Chairman, if you do not use this lot for the purpose 


department of this House a petition signed by 2,000 citizens, which | indicated, then we shall have to buy private property upon which to 

was referred to the District Committee, praying that this lot No. 446 | erect a high-school building. 

might not be diverted from its original purpose. Mr. SAMFORD. Let me correct the gentleman. I am in favor of 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. What was that? a high school no matter where you put it, provided you do not take 
Mr. SAMFORD. It was originally devoted to the erection of a | this property for that purpose. 

market house. My colleague oa the committee, the gentleman from Mr. NEAL. Oh, yes; you want us to give public property for pri- 

Maryland, [Mr. HENKLE, } has had read the proceedings of a very large | vate purposes. 

and intelligent meeting held last night. Ido not wish at this late Mr. SAMFORD. No, sir. 

hour to say anything in addition to what has been so well said by the Mr. NEAL. There is not a single piece of public property in this 

gentleman from Maryland, except this: this whole question was be- | District that some piratical white man has not placed his covetous 

fore the Committee on the District of Columbia; it was discussed | eyes upon. [ Laughter. ] 





there time and again. The interests of the common schools andthe | The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

nterests of the market seemed to conflict, and after a most exhaust-| Mr. CLAFLIN. I take the floor in my own right and will yield 
ve argument and a personal inspection of the ground by various | my time to the gentleman from Ohio. 

members of the committee a compromise was reached, and a vote was Mr. NEAL. I am very much obliged to the gentleman from Mas- 
had directing the reporting of a bill (it is true there were members | sachusetts. 

of the committee who never gave their consent to the bill, and who Mr. Chairman, I say there is not a piece of public property any- 


voted against it)—a bill providing that one-half of this lot be taken | where in this District that some white men do not want for private 
for market-house purposes and the other half for public-school pur- | purposes. Here we have two hundred thousand dollars’ worth of 
poses. public property occupied by a railroad company for depot purposes. 

Allow me to add that there are now outstanding bonds to the | Here, too, is the Washington Market-house Company, which has its 
amount of $100,000, issued in payment for this square, upon which | clutches on a large piece of valuable public domain. So it is with 
bonds this District is paying annually an interest of $7,000. These | everythingelse. When, however, it is proposed to put a library build- 
parties propose to erect a market-house on this square without any | ing on public property there is a how] raised all over the District, you 
expense whatever to the Government; and they propose to insure | must not do anything of the sort. When private individuals come 
the payment of sufficient rent to meet a proper proportionate part of | and ask us to give them public property for private purposes they 
the interest upon those bonds, besides paying the taxes upon the | have advocates upon this floor who throw out insinuations against 





buildings which they may erect. But the bill now before the House— | other members not warranted by the facts within their knowledge. 
not the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, for Iam in favor Mr. ATHERTON. Is it claimed this property when used as a pub- 


of that—the bill reported by the Committee on Appropriations, pro- 
poses, in devoting this square to school purposes, not only that the 
District shall continue to pay the $7,000 interest on those bonds, but 


lic market is used for private purposes? Is not a public market as 
much a public purpose as anything élse here? 
Mr. NEAL. This is for the purpose of a private market. 


it proposes an appropriation of $70,000 additional. | Mr. ATHERTON. Is it not for a public market? 

I do not propose to go over the argument, but it is a fact of history Mr. HENKLE. Let me ask whether they do not propose to pay 
that this lot was bought under and by virtue of a legislative act of | for this lot? 
the District of Columbia for the purposes of a market; and just as Mr. NEAL. I cannot be interrupted. I want to say to the gentle- 


soon as it was bought a large number of citizens settled around it, | man we have no right to rent private property for market purpose 
whose property was supposed to be enhanced in value by this pro- | or any other private purpose. If you do not use this lot for the pur- 
posed location of a market-house, and they have paid additional tax- | pose of this high-school building, then you will have to go somewhere 
ation by reason of this enhanced valuation. else and buy other property for that purpose. That is what you will 
(Here the hammer fell. ] have to do, and when you are compelled to do that you will have to 
Mr. NEAL. Mr. Chairman, the fact is that for a year past certain | pay a high price for improved property. The improvements will have 
parties interested in the seizure of public property for private pur- | been assessed upon the property, and you will have to pay two or 
poses have besieged the Committee on the District of Columbia day | three times over for it. 
and night for the purpose of having this property appropriated for I appeal now to this House, once for all, to set apart this property 
market purposes. The committee considered the question; they | for the laudable purpose of educating the youth of Washington City 
heard the arguments of these parties and their attorneys; and a ma- | and preparing them properly to discharge the duties and obligations 
Jority of the committee voted against anything of thissort. The bill | resting upon them as citizens of the greatest and most glorious com- 
ae the gentleman from Alabama speaks of was never brought | monwealth the sun ever shone upon. 
a House by a vote of the majority of the District Commit- Mr. HUNTON. I desire to say a word on thissubject. Iam aman 
" ‘eae for that. ; of peace. [Laughter.] I want to throw oil upon the troubled waters 
wsted ie ORD. Certainly the gentleman will not deny that a ma- | of this committee. If my amendment is adopted this whole fight 
bill to the oe ef the committee authorized the reporting of that | about Corcoran square is ended and will only come up in the bill 
Raieates ouse—a bill prepared and offered by the gentleman from which my friend from Alabama has in charge. So if my amendment 
Mr NEAL [Mr. Kiorz.} a. is adopted this whole question about Corcoran square is out of this 
ined the ‘7 - Tsay thata majority of the committee never author- | appropriation bill and will be left to the bill hereafter to be reported 
eens wares of that bill. A majority of a quorum may have | from the Committee on the District of Columbia. : 
until its i for one never knew that the bill had been reported Mr. NEAL. Will not that committee report it asa separate bill to 
thet as brought up here the other night for action. So much for be again fought over? — 4: ; 
Se ; . 5 ' | Mr. HUNTON. It will come as a separate bill, but it will come in 
“OW, a8 to another point. It is claimed that because this square | a bill from the Committee on the District of Columbia, from which 








ta re GT 
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such matters ought to come, and it will settle the matter as farasthat | By Mr. DWIGHT : The petition of Ransom Walker, of Owego 
committee is concerned. New York, against the extension of letters-patent to John A, Cum. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands informal amendments | mings for improvements in artificial gums and palates—to the Com. 


are withdrawn, and the question therefore recurs on the amendment | mittee on Patents. : / 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. HUNTON. ] Also, resolutions of the Legislature of New York, recommending 
5 


The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 46, noes >). the passage of a law at the present session of Congress for stamping 
Mr. KLOTZ. No quorum has voted. out the disease among cattle known as pleuro-pneumonia—to theCon, 
Mr. PAGE. I demand tellers. mittee on Agriculture. se De fe 
Mr. VALENTINE. Pending that I move the committee rise. By Mr. HURD: The petition of William Hammon and Others, of 
The motion was agreed to. Ohio, for the amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee», 


The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed | Patents. os ives 
the chair, Mr. CONVERSE reported that the Committee of the Whole Also, the petitionsof James Crofts, William Hammon, and other 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under consider- of Ohio, for legislation to regulate interstate commeree—to the Com. 
ation the bill (H. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to provide for | mittee on Commerce. ia) 
the expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for the | Also, the petitions of William Hammon and of J.C. Messer ayq 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, and had come | others, of Ohio, for a law to make the Commissioner of Agricultay, 
to no resolution thereon. a Cabinet officer—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move the House do now adjourn. Also, the petition of William Hammon and others, of Ohio, for the 
PRINTING passage of an income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means 
Coes Also, the petition of R. J. Cammings & Co. and others, against the 
The SPEAKER. Pending that motion the Chair will ask unani- 80, ERO POULTON OF St. J. VAMMINgS ce VO. BUC Others, against th 
ous consent for the adoption of an order which the Clerk will read. | P@8S@ge of a bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
Th . Clerk r a  foll Bg pawn *| By Mr. LINDSEY: Papers relating to the claim of Emanuel Masoy. 
veer Cree Tees ‘ : for services rendered in the Interior Department—to the Committes 
Ordered, That all bills, joint resolutions, and eeeenennes pomeiens saning to | on Claims t 
ting, an y remaining on the Speaker's table, be taken therefrom and re- oo ape a ‘ wits a0 ae 
Seana ee Se peake ¢ By Mr. MARSH: The petition of citizens of Illinois, for the reduc. 
a Se ee oo : : ion of the tax on cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Mea: 
here was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. tic care elgg “ee 2 «Aisle ae 
amen —_ a us es ce ee ee BC eae See eee By Mr. NEWBERRY: The petition of 80 mannfacturing and mer. 
EMROLEED SUCRE semana _—. cantile companies and corporations in Detroit, Michigan, against the 
Mr. WARD, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 


L } t passage of a bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
they had examined and found truly enrolled a joint resolution of the By Mr. O'NEILL: Memorial of the oflicers and members of the 
following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 


“State Society of the Cincinnati of Pennsylvania,” asking for ther. 

Joint resolution (8. R. No. 143) authorizing the inspection and issue | mission of duties upon portions of the monument to Washington 

of an American register to the Egyptian steamship Dessoug. about to be erected in Philadelphia, from time to time, as they may 
HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION. 


be finished and come into the United States—to the Committee oy 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 


Ways and Means. 
letter from the Secretary of the Interior, relative to the Hot Springs a ree ee ees oi ee 
reservation in Arkansas; which was referred to the Committee on | 0b7°TS, *#at a duty wins os ace S per pound be 
aah a imposed on fish imported into the United States caught in Canadian 
the Public Lands. . : 
aes se A waters—to the same committee. 

FUNERAL EXPENSES OF HON. EVARTS W. FARR. By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of soldiers of Illinois, against 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask consent at this time to introduce | the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill and its proposed amendments— 

aresolution touching the funeral expenses of the late Representative | to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


from New Hampshire, Hon. Evarts W. Farr. By Mr. WILLIAM G. THOMPSON: The petition of E. H. Colcord 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. and 30 others, ex-soldiers of Benton County, Iowa, of similar import— 

The Clerk read as follows : to the same committee. _ 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund of the House a sum suf- By Mr. VAN VOORHIS: Resolutions of the Legislature of New 
ficient to pay the necessary funeral expenses of Hon. Evarts W. Farr, late a Rep- | York, favoring legislation for the suppression of pleuro-pneumonia— 
resentative from the State of New Hampshire. to the Committee on Agriculture 

7 2 . r “6 *“,* os . . ‘ 
The resolution was agreed to. By Mr. WARD: The petition of citizens of Chester County, Penn- 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. sylvania, for increase of pension in case of entire loss of limb—tothe 
Mr. SIMONTON. I demand the regular order. Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is on the motion of the gentle- By Mr. WILLIS: The petition of colored people of Kentucky, for 

man from New York, that the House do now adjourn. the amendment of the Burnside educational bill so as to devote the 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and | proceeds of the sale of public lands directly for educational purposes— 

5b : tad « o*. « As . "J : 

fifty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. to the Committee on Education and Labor. . 

F By Mr. WALTER A. WOOD: The petition of ex-soldiers of New 

York, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee 

PETITIONS, ETC. on Invalid Pensions. 


The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were laid on 
the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 
By Mr. ATHERTON: The petitions of Enoch Perego and 50 others, 








of C. W. Long and 17 others, of L. B. Lee and 45 others, of Silas P. IN SENATE. 
Rogers and 60 others, and of C. W. Colliflourrs and 42 others, citizens a 
of Ohio, for the passage of an income-tax law—to the Committee on WEDNESDAY, February 2, 1881. 


Ways and Means. 


Also, the petitions of the same parties and others, for legislation to Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
protect innocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee The Journal of vesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
on Patents. 3 3 8: 


Also, the petitions of the same parties and others, that the Com- REMOVAL OF PONCA INDIANS. 
missioner of Agriculture be made a member of the President’s Cabi- The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following mes 
net—to the Committee on Agriculture. sage from the President of the United States; which was read: 


Also, the petitions of the same parties and others, for legislation 
on the subject of interstate commerce—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. In compliance with the request of a large number of intelligent 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of L. D. Wheeler and others, cit- | and benevolent citizens, and believing that it was warranted by the 
izens of Michigan, for legislation on the subject of interstate com- | extraordinary circumstances of the case, on the 18th day of Decem- 
merce—to the same committee. ber, 1880, I appointed a commission conisting of George Crook and 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for legislation that will pro- | Nelson A. Miles, brigadier-generals in the Army, William Stickney, of 
tect innocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee on | the District of Columbia, and Walter Allen, of Massachusetts, and 


To the Senate and House of Ltepresentatives : 


Patents. requested them to confer with the Ponca Indians in the Indian Ter- 
Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of an income- | ritory, and if, in their judgment, it was advisable, also with that part 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. of the tribe which remained in Dakota, and “to ascertain the facts 


Also, the petition of the same parties, that the Commissioner of | in regard to their removal and present condition so far as was neces 
Agriculture be made a Cabinet officer—to the Committee on Agri- | sary te determine the question as to what justice and humanity T- 


culture. quire should be done by the Government of the United States, and 
Also, the petition of citizens of Michigan, against the passage of | to report their conclusions and recommendations in the premises. 
Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. The commission, in pursuance of these instructions, having visite 


By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of Peter Demarest, of Iowa, | the Ponca Indians at their homes in the Indian Territory and in Da- 
against the wa of the sixty-surgeons bill, and for the passage of | kota, and made a careful investigation of the subject referred to 
ill—to the same committee. them, have reported their conclusions and recommendations, and 


the Geddes 








submit their report, together with the testimony taken, for the 
- deration of Congress. A minority report by Mr. Allen is also 
cons! e i - 

ith submitted. 
perewith — of December, 1880, a delegation of Ponca chiefs from 
a Indian Territory presented to the Executive a declaration of their 
hee, in Which they stated that it was their desire ‘to remain on 
> lands now oecupied by the Poncas in the Indian Territory,” and 
a re linguish all their right and interest in the lands formerly owned 
nd occupied by the Ponca tribe in the State of Nebraska and the 
‘witory of Dakota ;” and the declaration sets forth the compensa- 
3 n which they will accept for the lands to be surrendered, and for 
oe ‘uries done to the tribe by their removal to the Indian Terri- 
v~  This declaration, agreeably to the request of the chiefs making 
, «herewith transmitted to Congress. cv 
7 he public attention has frequently been called to the injustice and 
wrong which the Ponca tribe of Indians has suffered at the hands of 
the Government of the United States. This subject was first brought 
sofore Congress and the country by the Secretary of the Interior in 
.qynual report for the year 1877, in which he said: 


jual 


t 
the 
¢ 


of the Poncas seems entitled to especial consideration at the hands of 
Conoress. They have always been friendly to the whites. It is said, and, as far 
I have been able to learn, truthfully, that no Ponca ever killed a white man. 


cant 


orders of the Government always met with obedient compliance at theit 
, oo. ‘Their removal from their old homes on the Missouri River was to them a 

at ydship. They had been born and raised there. They had houses there in 
' hicl ‘tl ex lived according to their ideas of comfort. Many of them had engaged 


Heulture, and possessed cattle and agricultural implements. They were very 
solnetant to leave all this, but when Congress had resolved upon their removal 
re finally overcame that reluctance and obeyed. Considering their constant 


rtainly € 





In the same volume the report of E, A. Howard, the agent of the 
is published, which contains the following: 


Poncas, 


T om of the opinion that the removal of the Poncas from the northern climate 
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duct. their obedient spirit, and the sacrifices they have made, they are | 
ntitled to more than ordinary care at the hands ot the Government, and | 
nily recommend that liberal provision be made to aid them in their new set- | 


of Dakota to the southern climate of the Indian Territory, at the season of the | 


it was done, will prove a mistake, and that a great mortality will surely fol- 
mong the people when they shall have been here for a time and become poi- 
eoned with the malaria of the climate. Already the effects of the climate may be 
acet upon them in the ennui that seems to have settled upon each, and in the large 
mber now 8 ck. 
it isa matter of astonishment to me that the Government should have ordered 
removal of the Ponca Indians from Dakota to the Indian Territory without 
ng first made some provision for their settlement and comfort. Before their 
oval was carried into effect an appropriation should have been made by Con- 
reas anfticient to have located them in their new home, by building a comfortable 
house for the occupancy of every family of the tribe. As the case now is, no ap- 
tion has been made by Congress, except for a sum but little more than suf- 
t to remove them; no houses have been built for their use, and the result is 
hat these people have been placed on an uncultivated reservation to live in their 
tents as best they may, and await further legislative action. 








propi 





‘ * R « ‘ . 
These Indians claim that the Government had no right to move them from their 
ervation without first obtaining from them by purchase or treaty the title which 
they had acquired from the Government, and tor which they rendered a valuable 


const 








and composing their old reservation is prehistoric ; that they were all born there, 

and that their ancestors from generations back beyond their knowledge were born 

and lived upon its soil, and that they finally acquired a complete and perfect title 

from the Government by treaty made with the “Great Father” at Washington, 

they claimed made it as legitimately theirs as is the home of the white 
uired by gift or purchase. 






nan ac 


The subject was again referred to in similar terms in the annual re- 
port of the Interior Department for 1372, in the reports of the Com- 
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can be shown that it has inflicted a wrong upon a weak and trusting tribe. It is 
impossible for the United States to hope for any confidence to be reposed in them 
by the Indian until there shall be shown on their part a readiness to do justice 


The minority report is equally explicit as to the duty of the 
ernment to repair the wrong done the Poncas. It says: 
We should be more prompt and anxious because they are weak and we are strong 
In my judgment we should be liberal to the verge of lavishness in the expenditure 
of our money to improve their condition, so that they and allothers may kn 
although like all nations and all men we may do wrong, we are willit 
ample reparation. 


Lrov 


yw that 


‘ } 
in Ke 


The report of the commission appointed by me, of which Genera 
Crook was chairman, and the testimony taken by them and their in 
vestigations add very little to what was already contained in the 
oflicial reports of the Secretary of the Interior and the report of the 
Senate committee touching the injustice done to the Poncas by their 
removal to the Indian Territory. Happily, however, the evidence 
reported by the commission and their recommendations point out 
conclusively the true measures of redress which the Government of 
the United States ought now to adopt. 

The commission in its conclusions omit to state the important 
facts as to the present condition of the Poncas in the Indian Terri- 
tory, but the evidence they have reported shows clearly and conclu 
sively that the Poncas now residing in that Territory, tive hundred 
and twenty-one in number, are satisfied with their new homes; that 
they are healthy, comfortable, and contented, and that they have 
freely and tirmly decided to adhere to the choice announced in their 
letter of October 25, 1280, and in the declaration of December 27, 
1s°0, to remain in the Indian Territory and not to return to Dakota. 

The evidence reported also shows that the fragment of the Ponca 
tribe—perhaps one hundred and fifty in number—whicl. is still 
Dakota and Nebraska prefer to remain on their old reservation. 

In view of these facts I am convinced that the recommendations 
of the commission, together with the declaration of the chiefs of 
December last, if substantially followed, will afforfl a solution of the 
Ponca question which is consistent with the wishes and interests of 
both branches of the tribe, with the settled Indian policy of the Gov 
ernment, and as nearly as is now practicable with the demands of 
justice. 

Our general Indian policy for the future should en 
lowing leading ideas: 

1. The Indians should be prepared for citizenship by giving to their 
young of both sexes that industrial and general educatior 
required to enable them to be self-supporting and cay 
protection in a civilized community. 

2. Lands should be allotted to the Indians in severalty, 
for a certain period. 

3. The Indians should have a fair compensation for their lands not 
required for individual allotments, the amount to be invested wit! 
suitable safeguards for their benefit. 

4. With these prerequisites secured, the Indians should be made 


in 


ibrace the fol- 


: which is 


rable ol self 


enable 


Se Nia Spreg eae ted rel g: Perey tihng of citizens and invested with the rights and charged with the responsi- 
leration. 1ey Claim tha 16 date oO 6 se Pment 0 1€1r Tribe upon tHe | 


bilities of citizenship. 
It is therefore recommended that legislation be adopted in relation 
to the Ponca Indians, authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to 


| secure to the individual members of the Ponca tribe, in severalty, 


missioner of Indian Affairs and of the agent for the Poncas, and in | 


1579 the Secretary of the Interior said : 


Th itthe Ponecas were grievously wronged by their removal from their location on 
he Missouri River to the Indian Territory, their old reservation having, by a mis- 
al 





naking the Sioux treaty, been transferred to the Sioux, has been at length and 
ly set forth in my reports as well as those of the Commissioner of Indian 
rs. All that could be subsequently done by this Department in the absence 
of new legislation to repair that wrong and to indemnify them for their losses has 
been done with more than ordinary solicitude. They were permitted to select a 
new location for themselves in the Indian Territory, the Quapaw reserve, to which 
they had first been taken, being objectionable to them. They chose a tract of coun 
try on the Arkansas River and the Salt Fork northwest of the Pawnee reserve. I 
visited their new reservation personally to satisfy myself of their condition. The 
is they now occupy are among the very best in the Indian Territory in point of 









cll as stock-raising. In this respect their new reservation is unquestionably 
perior to that which they left behind them on the Missouri River. Seventy honses 
have been built by and for them of far better quality than the miserable huts they 
meriy occupied in Dakota, and the construction of a larger 1 
eress, 80 that, as the agent reports, every Ponca family will be comfortably 
re se before January. A very liberal allowance of agricultural implements and 
ck-eattle has been given them, and if they apply themselves toagricultural work 
‘ - no doubt that their condition will soon be far more prosperous than it has 
been before. During the first year after their removal to the Indian Territory 
ees = ‘comparatively large number of their people by death in consequence of 
is aren climate, which is greatly to be deplored ; but their sanitary condition 
} ws bene eo much improved. The death rate among them during the present year 
ori ery low, and the number of cases of sickness is constantly decreasing. 
4U 18 thought that they are now suflicicntly acclimated to be out of danger. 














_A committee of the Senate, after a very {nll investigation of the 
subject, on the 31st of May, 1880, reported their conclusions to the 
Senate, and both the majority and minority of the committee agreed 
that ~ 4 great wrong had been done to the Ponca Indians.” The ma- 
jority of the committee says : 

Nothing can strengthen the Government in 


a8 3 


: a just policy to the Indians somuch 
4 demonstration of its willi oon 


ngness to do ample and complete justice whenever it 


sufficient land for their support inalienable for a term of years and 
until the restriction upon alienation may be removed by the Presi 
dent. Ample time and opportunity should be given to the members 
of the tribe freely to choose their allotments either on their old o1 
their new reservation. 

Full compensation should be made for the lands to be relinquished, 


| for their losses by the Sioux depredations and by reason of their re- 


well watered and well timbered, and admirably adapted for agriculture | 


number is now in | 


moval to the Indian Territory, the amount not to be less than the 
sums named in the declaration of the chiefs, made December 27, 1830. 

In short, nothing should be left undone to show to the Indians that 
the Government of the United States regards their rights as equally 
sacred with those of its citizens. 

The time has come when the policy should be to place the Indians 
as rapidly as practicableon the same footing with the other permanent 
inhabitants of our country. 

I do not undertake to apportion the blame for the injustice done to 


the Poncas. Whether the Executive or Congress or the public is 
chiefly in fault is not now a question of practical importance. As the 


Chief Executive at the time when the wrong was consummated, I am 
deeply sensible that enough of the responsibility for that wrong justly 
attaches to me to make it my particular duty and earnest desire to do 
all I can to give to these injured people that measure of redress which 
is required alike by justice and by humanity. 
RUTHERFORD Bb. 

ITIVE MANSION, February 1, 1831. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The message with the accompanying 
papers will lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Uponconsultation with a member of the stand- 


HAYES 
EXECI 


| ing Committee on Indian Affairs and one of my colleagues upon the 
special committee, it is deemed advisable to ask the reference of the 
message and accompanying papers to the Select Committee to exam- 
ine into the circumstances connected with the removal of the North- 
ern Cheyennes from the Sioux Reservation to the Indian Territory, 
which committee is charged with the consideration of the Ponca 
question. 











— 


1128 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. FEBRUARY 2 
_otinbae ieee Eaten 


HS Mr. HOAR. I should like to make a remark while that motion is | with amendments, and submitted a report thereon ; which was ordered 
i pending. I desire to express personally my great gratification at the | to be printed. 
Fa sentence of the President of the United States with which that mes- | Mr. WHYTE, from the Joint Select Committee on the Yorktown 
a sage concludes. It is a most manly and magnanimous utterance. | Centennial Celebration, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
‘The President says, if I correctly heard the concluding sentence of | (S. R. No. 139) for the purchase of a sword formerly belonging to 
that message, that, without inquiring as to the share of blame which | George W ashington, reported it without amendment. 
may attach to the Executive or Congress, or to the public, he desires | Mr. BURNSIDE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
as the Chief Magistrate in whose term of office the wrong which he | was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1320) for the relief of citizens of Mon- 
relates has been consummated, to take upon himself so much of the | tana who served with the United States troops in the war with the 
responsibility as to be specially anxious that full and ample repara- | Nez Percés, and for the relief of the heirs of such as were killed in 
tion for that wrong shall be made during his own term of office. such service, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
The recognition in our Indian policy, the recognition in our dealing | thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 
j with feebler and weaker races, that the question of justice or injus- He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the jj] 
tice, the question of manly and magnanimous reparation for injustice, (S. No. 1741) for the relief of the United States Regulation Fire-Arms 
where it has been committed, is a question not of the character of | Company, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordere| 
the people upon whom it is inflicted, but a question of the character | to be printed. 
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of the people who commit it, marks a new departure in the conduct 
of this Government in dealing with races other than that of which 
this people is chiefly composed. The United States has performed 
many just acts which will be recorded in history for the admiration 
of mankind, but the United States has never and will never be greater 
than when, without fear, without hope of gain, solely as a vindication 
of justice, it acknowledges and repairs its own wrong. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Iowa, [Mr. K1rkwoop. } 

The motion was agreed to, 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in compliance with two reso- 
lutions of the Senate, the report of the Ute commission and all corre- 
spondence between his Department and the Ute commission and be- 
tween the Department and the governor of Colorado concerning the 
Ute Indians since the 15th day of June, 1880; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Superintendent of 
the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, transmitting, by direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury and in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of January 28, 1881, a copy of the report of A. F. 
Rogers of the Coast and Geodetic Survey on the proposed harbor of 


Mr. MCDONALD. I ask that that bill be placed upon the Calendar 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendyy, 
with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, trom the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 718) to repeal section 3 of chapter 225 
Statutes at Large, approved July 24, 1876, submitted an adverse re. 
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I ask that the bill be placed upon the Calendar, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar 
with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 6062) donating certain lands in Lake 
County, State of Colorado, to the Veteran Union Association of Lead. 
ville, for hospital and burial purposes, reported it with an amendment, 

Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 304) for the relief of Richard H. Porter, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALLACE, from the Committee on Appropriations, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriations for the 
service of the Post-Oflice Department for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1882, and for other purposes, reported it with amendments, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam directed by the Committee on the Judiciary, 


wraey 


to which was referred the bill (S. No. 811) referring the claim of 
William T. Duvall against the United States to the Court of Claims, 
to report it with the expression of opinion that it ought not to pass, 
and that it be indefinitely postponed. Mr. Duvall had a contract 
with the United States for furnishing certain iron-work, &c., for some 
one of the public buildings, and all his rights that may have been 


refuge for the Pacific coast, together with its accompanying sketch ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. I present a memorial of the Board of Trade of 
the city of Des Moines, in the State of Iowa, urging upon Congress 
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the great importance to the welfare of the country generally and to 
the upper Mississippi River States specially, of the improvement of 
the channel of the Mississippi River so as to make safer and cheaper 
the navigation of that great national thoroughfare. I move that the 
memorial be referred to the Committee on the Improvement of the 
Mississippi River and its Tributaries. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KERNAN presented papers relating to the claim of Susan E. 
Willard for compensation for the use of property by the United States 
during the late war; which were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented additional papers to accompany the bill 
(8. No. 1927) for the relief of Colonel Alfred B. Meacham; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WITHERS presented resolutions of a meeting of the citizens 
of Petersburgh, Virginia, in favor of an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at that place, and also for the improvement of the 
Appomattox River; which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 2075) to amend section 929, Revised Stat- 
utes, so as to extend its provision to all officers of the United States 
in the performance of official acts in which the United States is a 
party or has an interest, have directed me to report it with an amend- 
ment striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting a sub- 
stitute. I beg to give notice that, as the bill is of importance to the 
Government, at a very early day I shall ask for its consideration. 

Mr. McPHERSON. The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No, 2131) appropriating money, to be used under 
the direction of the Navy Department, to prosecute a search for the 
steamer Jeannette, of the Arctic exploring expedition, have instructed 
me to report it with an amendment. I desire that the bill be read 
by the Secretary, as it is short, for the purpose of calling the atten- 
tion of the Senate to it. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I desire to state that this case stands so en- 
tirely alone with respect to its claims upon the attention of the Sen- 
ate that to-morrow morning, immediately after the conclusion of the 
morning business, I shall ask the Senate to consider the bill in prefer- 
ence to any and all other business. 

Mr. HEREFORD, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 1134) to repay to the State of Georgia $27,175.50, 
money advanced by said State for the defense of her frontiers against 
the Indians from 1795 to 1818, and not heretofore repaid, reported it 


violated were within the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims. He 
sued the United States in the Court of Claims and got judgment for 
all that under the law and principles of equity he was entitled to re- 
ceive. The committee are of opinion that there is no ground on any- 
thing that has been disclosed to them for giving him any further 
relief. They therefore recommend that the bill be indefinitely post- 
poned. 
The bill was postponed indefinitely. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FARLEY asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2140) to establish an assay office in the Terti- 
tory of Arizona; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. FARLEY. I move the reference of the bill to the Committee 
on Mines and Mining. 

Mr. ALLISON. The bill, I think, should go to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. FARLEY. I have no particular objection to that reference, 
except that it has been the custom of the Senate to refer bills of this 
character to the Committee on Mines and Mining. It is simply to 
establish an assay office in the Territory of Arizona. A few days ago 
the Committee on Mines and Mining reported a similar bill to estab- 
lish an assay office at Saint Louis. Supposing that the Committee on 
Finance are somewhat overworked I proposed to refer this bill to the 
Committee on Mines and Mining, not that I have any serious objec- 
tion to its going to the Committee on Finance, if there is any good 
reason why it should go there. . 

Mr. ALLISON. All questions relating to the mints and coinage— 

Mr. FARLEY. This is not of that character; the bill does not pro- 
pose to establish a mint. ik 

Mr. ALLISON. I understand the bill does not provide for minting 
but it provides for an assay office which has a particular relation to 
the establishment of mints. These questions have always been 000 
sidered by the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Always. 6 

Mr. FARLEY. The bill relates to the question of mines and mining 
interests, and it strikes me that the Committee on Mines and Mining 
is the proper committee to which it should be referred. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Iowa move the 
reference to the Committee on Finance? 

Mr. ALLISON. I do. — 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The first question is upon referring the 
bill to the Committee on Mines and Mining. . 

Mr. HEREFORD. I am not very jealous as to what bills shall . 
shall not be referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining, bu 
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._n@ehairman of that committee I deem it my duty to say that I think 
‘vig hill should be referred to the committee designated by the Sena- 
poe’ ym California. I cannot see on what principles it ought to be 
- oo to the Committee on Finance. The first question to be as- 
Oe aan I presume, by the committee, as to whether there should be 
oe office at this, that, or the other point, is whether the amount 
¥ mineral produced in that section of the country is sufficient to au- 
“horize the expense of an assay office. That question certainly is 
aes particularly under the management, control, and investigation 
the Committee on Mines and Mining than any other committee, 
rhat knowledge is presumed at least to be with that committee; 
-herefore I cannot see on what ground the reference should be made 
-othe Committee on Finance. I hope that the motion of the Senator 
‘oom California will prevail. ee 

" The VICE-PRESIDEN rs The question is on the motion of the 
senator from California, to refer the bill to the Committee on Mines 

r ning. 

4 Satie was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 33, 
oes 13. ; 

Mr, WHYTE (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
-ained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 2141) relating to the aqueduct 
¢ the Alexandria Canal Company at Georgetown, in the District of 
“olumbia, and to provide a free bridge across the Potomac River on 
the piers of said aqueduct ; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PLATT. I ask leave to introduce two bills for the extension 
{ separate letters-patent. Accompanying each bill is a petition set- 
-ing forth the circumstances under which the extension is asked. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No, 2142) for the relief of William I. Clark, and a bill (S. No. 2143) 
for the relief of William I. Clark; which were twice read by their 
titles respectively, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
-he Committee on Patents. 

Mr. BOOTH asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2144) to vacate, annul, and set aside an actof 
the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Arizona; which was read 
-wice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. COCKRELL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
+o introduce a bill (S. No. 2145) to amend section 714 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States; which was read twice by its title, and 
eferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


AMENDMENT TO A BILL, 


Mr. COKE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (S. No. 1985) to promote the efficiency of the life-sav- 
ng service, and to encourage the saving of life from shipwreck ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

RICHARD FATHERLY. 


Mr. MORGAN. I ask the Senate to take up and to proceed to con- 
sider the resolution reported yesterday morning from the Select Com- 
mittee to take into consideration the state of the law respecting the 
ascertaining and declaration of the result of the elections of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the United States. 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Alabama permit the resolution 
to he informally laid aside for a matter which I suppose will take 
but one minute, which the Senator from Arkansas wishes to have 
disposed of ? Iask consent to call up the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the Senate refused to concur by a two-thirds vote in 
the bill to remove the political disabilities of Mr. Fatherly. 

_ Mr. MORGAN. I will consent that the resolution be informally 
aid aside with the understanding that it shall be taken up after that 
watter is disposed of. 

Mr. HOAR. I have moved that the vote by which the bill (S. No. 
~04) to remove the political disabilities of Richard Fatherly, of 
Arkansas, was rejected be reconsidered. 
= VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion to recon- 
sider, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question now is, Shall the bill pass? 
; Mr. HOAR. I called attention when the bill was originally before 
‘he Senate to what seemed to me a defect in the petition for the bill. 
The Senator from Arkansas, I understand, has in his possession anew 
petition which seems to be entirely free from defect; and if he will 
present that petition now I for one will support his bill. I voted 
against it before, 
alt: GARLAND. I ask leave to present the petition of Mr. Fa- 

- VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported. 

1@ Chief Clerk read as follows : 
LITTLE me a ' 
Ts the January 25, 1881. 
‘the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : : 


Th - B i sas . 
Rnd reigned respectfully petitions your honorable bodies that he may be 
teenth Seaek all political disabilities imposed on him by the provisions of the four- 
Tb amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 


have n - : . ‘ oan 
eeper of oe office since the date of my resignation as military store- 


And he will ever pray, &e., 


RICHD. FATHERLY. 





Mr. HOAR. I will state, in one word, the objection to the old peti- 
tion was that it merely prayed to be relieved from such disabilities 
as the petitioner had incurred by a particular course of conduct 
which manifestly was innocent as he stated it; but now the petitioner 
simply prays to be relieved from all disabilities. I understand it is 
a case where the petitioner does not admit that he has done anything 
which brings him within the provision of the Constitution; but he 
says in his original petition it is claimed by others that he has. Under 
such circumstances, it is clear to my mind that it is the duty of Con 
gress to grant relief, even if the person praying for it does not him 
self admit that he has incurred the disability, because if he is under 
any disability he cannot hold any public office. People will not vote 
for him for any public oftice while they think he is liable to be re- 
jected; the appointing power will not appoint him to any publie 
office if they think he has incurred the disability; and there can be 
no possible remedy except the act of Congress, for which he prays. 

Mr. GARLAND. The Senator from Massachusetts may be correct; 
I make no issue upon that. The original petition was sent to me by 
Mr. Fatherly. While it was not very artistically drawn, I will say 
that Mr. Fatherly has not been in the habit of drawing such peti- 
tions. It isthe first time he has ever had occasion for one, and I think 
very likely it will be the last. I hope the Senate wil* pass the bill. 

The bill was passed, two-thirds of the Senators present voting in 
the affirmative. 

COUNT OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following resolution, submit- 

ted by Mr. INGALLS on the 26th of January: 
_ Resolved, That the Senate will be ready to receive the House of Representatives 
in the Senate Chamber on Wednesday, February 9, at twelve o'clock meridian, for 
the purpose of being present at the opening and counting of the votes for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the United States ; that two persons be appointed tellers 
on the part of the Senate to make a list of the votes for President and Vice-Presi 
dent of the United States as they shall be declared ; that the result shall be deliv- 
ered to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state of the voto, 
which shall be entered on the Journals, and if it shall appear that a choice hath 
been made agreeably to the Constitution, such entry on the Journals shall be 
deemed a sutticient declaration thereof. 

The pending question being on the amendment reported by the 
Select Committee to take into consideration the state of the law re- 
specting the ascertaining and declaration of the Result of the Elec- 
tion for President and Vice-President of the United States, to strike 
out all after the word “ resolved” and insert : 

1. That the two Houses of Congress shall assemble in the Hall of the House of 

a on Wednesday, the 9th of February, 1881, at twelve o'clock m., 
and the President of the Senate shall be the presiding officer; that one person be 
appointed a teller on the part of the Senate and two on the part of the House of 
Representatives to make a list of the votes as they shall be declared; that the re- 
sult shall be delivered to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state 
of the vote and the persons elected to the two Houses assembled as aforesaid, which 
shall be deemed a declaration of the persons elected President and Vice-President 
of the United States; and, together with a list of votes, be entered on the Journal 
of the two Houses. 

2. That if it shall appear that any votes of electors for President or Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States have been given on a day other than that fixed for cast- 
ing such votes by act of Congress, in pursuance of the Constitution of the United 
States; if the counting or omitting to count such votes shall not essentially change 
the result of the election, they shall be reported by the President of the Senate in 
the following manner: Were the votes of electors cast on the —— day of ——, 1880, 
to be counted, the result would be for A B for President of the United States 
votes and for C D for President of the United States votes; if not counted, 
the result would be for A B for President of the United States votes and for 
C D for President of the United States —— votes; but in either event is 
elected President of the United States. And in the same manner for Vice-President. 














Mr. MORGAN. I desire to insert after the word “resolved ” and 
before the figure 1 in the amendment the words ‘‘ by the Senate, the 
House of Representatives concurring.” The substance of the resolu- 
tion is a concurrent resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is necessary. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection, and that 
modification will be made. 

Mr. MORGAN. I also move to strike out the words “ one person,” 
where it reads “that one person be appointed a teller on the part of 
the Senate,” and to insert “two persons,” and changing “a teller” 
to “tellers,” so as to make it read “that two persons be appointed 
tellers on the part of the Senate;” so that the Houses shall be equally 
represented. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is right. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to this amendment? 
The Chair hears none, and it is agreed to. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, it is just one week from to-day until 
the Constitution and the law will require that the two Houses of Con- 
gress shall assemble at some place for the purpose of counting the 
vote of electors for President and Vice-President. In May last the 
Senate sent to the House of Representatives a rule upon this subject, 
which the House, so far as we are advised, has failed to take action 
upon. The time is drawing so short for the preparation which is 
necessary for this very important constitutional event that I suppose, 
in fact I know, that Senators on both sidesof the Chamber consider 
that it is time that we should take some measures for the purpose of 
bringing the two Houses together, so that the votes of the electors 
may be counted. 

The committee, I will say the majority of the committee, have con- 
curred with the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLS, } who offered the 
resolution for which the committee offers a substitute, in the opinion 
that it is now necessary for us to go back to some of the old prece- 
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dents of the fathers in order that we may get together in due form 
with as little of irritation and as little of debate as possible for the 
purpose of performing this important duty. 

The Senate is aware of the fact, morally convinced of it, that some 
difficulty exists in reference to the electoral votes from at least one 
State ; and while this matter has not been revealed to us, cannot be 
revealed to us in any authentic form till the opening of the certiti- 
cates that have been sent to the Vice-President, still we know s0 
well the existence of the fact that the State of Georgia did not cast 
her vote on the same day that the other States of the Union cast their 
votes, that it becomes an important matter that some step should be 
now taken to prevent controversy, when the two Houses have met 
together, over that vote. Fortunately for the country, that appears 
to be the only irregularity, the only difliculty, that is presented in 
respect of any of the votes of the electors from any of the States. 

1 think the country is to be congratulated that, after we have had 
so many difficulties in the past, we at last have an election where 
there appears to be but one question which can give rise to contro- 
versy or difference of opinion in the counting of the votes of electors. 
For my part, so far as I am advised, I am ready to admit upon all the 
facts that have been made public, upon that sort of history which 
is recognized by all men in this country, that Mr. Garfield and Mr, 
Arthur have been elected President and Vice-President of the United 
States; that the people of the United States in the respective States 
have chosen electors who have cast the electoral vote in such a way 
that they have received each of them a majority of all the votes for 
the oflices for which they have been respectively chosen. I would 
not put the slightest embarrassment in the way of a peaceful, regu- 
lar, and orderly count of that vote, and the transmission of our high- 
est oftice from the hands of the gentleman who now holds it to the 
hands of his successor; and I believe that in the expression of this 
sentiment I shall receive the cordial accord on the part of Senators 
on both sides of this Chamber. 

The question in reference to the State of Georgia is one of such 
serious importance, considered in reference to itself alone, considered 
in reference to the nature of the question, as that it might require 
yroperly long and careful deliberation for this body and the other 

Iouse to come to a conclusion as to what was the true constitutional 

rule to be adopted. There are very grave differences of opinion on 
this question, because the question itself is one of great gravity and 
one of great importance. It seems to me impossible at this time, in 
the brief period which must intervene between this and the counting 
of the electoral votes, that we should arrive at a constitutional set- 
tlement of that question. Indeed the tribunal which is to make a 
constitutional determination of that question is itself a matter of 
serious disputation, and has been for a great number of years. The 
manner of arriving at a solution of it, whether by an independent ex- 
pression in each House, or by a concurrent resolution, or by a joint 
resolution, or by a law, is also a matter of serious disputation, and 
has been for a great many years. 

It was therefore thought better by the majority of the committee— 
and I dare say that in this also there is perhaps a concurrence even of 
the minority—that a precedent which had been acted upon in one 
form or another during three controversies of this kind should be 
adopted. It being certain, as we understand, that Mr. Garfield is 
elected President of the United States, without reference to the 
question whether the vote of Georgia is counted or not counted, it 
seems to be the duty of the two Houses now to arrive at, to ascertain, 
to declare, and to enforce the result in which the country will find 
its peace, and I hope and trust its satisfaction. We therefore have 
thought that it was not inappropriate, that it was not a transgres- 
sion of the traditions of this country, that indeed it was the best 
thing to do under the circumstances, to adopt that rule which was 
adopted in 1237, and which is substantially adopted in this resolution, 
with the exception that the name of a State is not included in the 
resolution, but the fact that some State may have voted or perhaps 
has voted on a day not that fixed by laws of Congress and the Con- 
stitution of the United States is stated in the resolution, and the reso- 
Jution is predicated upon the assumption that such a fact exists, and 
if it is found to exist, an order is arranged to be taken in that event 
by which that vote can be disposed of without producing any fric- 
tion in the two Houses when they are assembled. I beg leave to say 
that in the case of the vote of Wisconsin, in 1857, when such prepara- 
tion was not made, though the fact was known and should have been 
anticipated, the omission of this preparation to make provision for 
the event led to such things in the joint meeting of the two Houses, 
and afterward in each House, and to such disputation and such dis- 
content on the part of members of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate as to the settlement of that question, and as to whether 
it was settled or not settled, as it would be desirable to avoid. In 
view of what then occurred, it seems to me it is the part of patriot- 
ism and prudence that we shall now take some steps for the purpose 
of anticipating and avoiding that danger. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I have listened with great pleas- 
ure to the observations of the Senator from Alabama, whohas stated 
that a constitutional election, as we understand it, of a President and 
Vice-President of the United States has been achieved and that the 

rsons elected are the persons whom he has named, so that all that 
is left is really a ceremonial, because the Constitution says that the 
votes being opened, shall be counted, and that the person who has the 
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majority, being a majority of all the electors i 

President of the United States. That makes the Constitenc® . : 
same as if it had said, shall be the President of the United St = 
whatever anybody may say to the contrary, be that body th oe 
dent of the Senate, the Senate, the House of Represen selieee resi. 
two or all three of those bodies together. I think myself that ina 
Constitution, and that the Constitution never intended to |e: rn 
and never has left it, by force of the Constitution alone, to iain . 
all of these three authorities to determine who has been elected 
the States—and I emphasize that word as a State-rights man ‘to 
the Chief Executive of the nation for the period mentione es be 
Constitution. ~ ae 

I have no disposition to discuss or criticise the second part of th 
amendment recommended by the committee, in respect of, as it isun. 
derstood, the State of Georgia, rejecting, as I do, and denounein 
not in the sense of personal hostility, but in its broader sense—q]] 
plications that any amount of casuistry might draw out of the rd 
in which this amendment is stated, either in its first or in its aac 
part as to an assumption of power on the part of anybody under the 
existing state of the law to decide in the sense of a finality, or int! 
sense of any legal effect, whether the vote of the State of Geors:, 
ought to be counted or not. - 

So saying—and saying this I think for all Senators who agree wis) 
me in these general principles, and I believe everybody does—] oy 
willing for one to acquiesce in this method of not disposing of or ip. 
ciding upon the question, or rather in this method of not disposing 
or deciding upon any question whatever. In this state of certain: 
as we suppose, it is not necessary that we should go into the questio; 
of whether you as the President of the Senate, or whether the ty) 
Houses together or separately, or all three, can determine any ques. 
tion arising out of an event like this, os 

With this disclaimer and denunciation of the implications whic} 
as I said before casuistry might possibly raise out of the language of 
this amendment, I am willing to have the ceremony proceed: jut | 
submit to the chairman of the committee and to the Senate that the 
words “ Hall of the House of Representatives” ought to be strickey 
out, and the words “Senate Chamber” inserted in their place, and | 
make that motion. 

I make it not because I suppose or suspect that there is the slightes: 
practical consequence on this occasion in such a change; but prece- 
dent does make history and does make law in a certain sense, and the 
time may come (as it has on one occasion already come) when the 
carrying of these archives, the voice of thirty-eight sovereign States 
an eighth of a mile through such a great crowd of people whom yo 
do not know, in a time of high excitement, to the other end of this 
Capitol building, would be a matter of danger and exposure: ani 
when you look to the theory of the Constitution—I am not talking 
about the mere legal propriety of going over to the House of Repre- 
sentatives ; I do not for the present deny it or assert it; but Iam 
talking about the wise thing and the wise spirit of the Constitutio: 
that says these votes shall be sent to the President of the Senate 
They are sent to him as anofticer. The person of the President ofthe 
Senate may change from day to day, as we all know, including the 
President pro tempore who is the President of the Senate for the time 
being. They are sent, therefore, to this body in the person of its pre 
siding officer. I do not mean by that to say that the body bas any 
control over them; but I use that phrase in order to show that they 
come to the head of this body in his official character. 

The Constitution itself says that on the day appointed by law, be 
having in charge the sacred records shall open them in the presence 
of the two Houses that then the votes shall be counted, and soon. | 
submit, therefore, earnestly to my honored friend, the chairman of this 
committee, and to all other Senators, that the true and only wise 
place—I am not now talking about the mere technical law—for per 
forming this great function is the place where the President of the 
Senate officially and rightfully always is. 

The only argument that was ever suggested against that has beet 
simply the argument of physical convenience; that as the Chamber 
of the Capitol used to be (after the earlier days when it was doze 
here) the Hall of the House of Representatives being larger, it ¥% 
physically more convenient to have it done there, and so it was for § 
great many years. But the Hall of the Senate is now large enous? 
to leave no physical obstacle to the convenient dispatch of that bus 
ness here; and therefore I claim and I urge upon Senators the pt 
priety of causing this great act to be done in the place where on eve!’ 
theory and upon every principle of security and wise procedure ! 
ought to be done. If at some future day there should arise a citar 
ance and a trouble, and the President of the Senate and the — 
appointed by the Senate, if there should be any, on such an nae 
moving this eighth of a mile into the other House, should be despo' 
of these documents, it would be a very serious thing. If on some st’ 
occasion also it should happen that a disagreement, a disturbance, ® 
tumult should arise in the Hall of the House of Representatives,’ 
there has been—not a very serious one, but as there has been on joe 
occasions of the counting of votes in a case like this where there = 
no doubt in any man’s mind as to what the result was, producing © 
scene of tumult and confusion where nothing could be done except 1 
the President of the Senate to say without taking the opinion ot os 
Senate about it at all that the Senate would now withdraw and ma 
out. That would be very inconvenient. 
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« anybody 1 . 

e ny oe has about the power—let the withdrawal take place so as 
e save the President of the Senate and these pubiie documents in 

‘ jlace where they belong ; do not require the person whom the 

».titution says as such person, shall open these votes, to move an 
i th of a mile or any other distance from his proper place in order 

sit whatever may constitutionally be done on that occasion or suc- 







eeding it may go on. | ; , 
I appeal to Senators, therefore, to vote for this amendment which 
‘ar to make this place, now when there is no question, the place 
e the opening and the counting of these votes. AsI said before, the 
¢ argument that was ever made for another place, that of mere 
shesieal convenience, has no weight inasmuch 4s this Chamber is 
iorre enough for every member of the Senate and every member of 
the other House to be comfortably accommodated. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, for seventy-odd years, if my memory 
. not at fault, the votes of the electors of President and Vice-Presi- 
Jont have been counted in the Hall of the House of Representatives ; 
i dl on no occasion has any Senator, either going to or returning from 
that Hall, been in any way molested orinsulted. I am not for chang- 
ng a practice sanctioned by such long usage, and especially am I 

+ in favor of introducing a subject about which the two Houses 
mav disagree, when on this day week, only seven days from this 
no it will be our duty to attend the counting of these votes. I 

one the motion of the Senator from Vermont will be voted down. 

. Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I am sorry to detain the Senate in the 
present position of its business by a discussion of this much discussed 
subject; butit seems to me to be my duty not to let this resolution 
pass without calling attention to what appears to me to be its char- 
acter. 

We have had, more than once, more than twice, in our history, to 
resort to amere makeshift to get over the temporary difficulties caused 
by differences of opinion in regard to the proper method of discharg- 
ing this constitutional duty. Probably on every one of those occa- 
sions there has been an expectation on the part of the members of 
both Honses of Congress and of the public that as soon as the presi- 
lential election was settled the wisdom and sense of duty of legis- 
lators would cause them immediately to address themselves to the 
oval from the country in the future of the great danger which 
grows out of a dispute over the method of ascertaining the title to 
executive power. And yet as soon as the present emergency has 
passed by the subject has passed from public attention, to come up 
again at the time of a close presidential election as a matter of danger, 
as a matter of alarm, and asa matter to be again encountered by 
some temporary shift like the one which is now proposed. 

Now, sir, what is this reso)ution so far as it is agreed upon by the 
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illustrate it by an anecdote: when an Irishman was asked how many 
pigs he had, he said he counted eleven, but one little pig ran about 
so much that he could not count him. That is precisely what this 
resolution proposes to do with the State of Georgia. The counting 
of the vote under the Constitution is ascertaining, first, the whole 
number of votes cast, and that is not ascertained by saying ‘‘ we have 
looked at the bundles and there are either 150 or 161, we do not 
decide which ;” next, the ascertaining whether any person has a nun- 
ber of votes equal to a majority of the electors appointed. There is 
first the ascertaining of the number of electors appointed, and that 
is not to be ascertained by this process at all; next, the ascertaining 
whether any person has a majority of the whole number of votes cast, 
being a majority of the electors appointed, and then the ascertaining 
of the names of the persons from whom under the Constitution the 
President and Vice-President must be selected, in case no person has 
such a majority. 

Now, it certainly is not ascertaining that number to say, in the 
absence of any provision for determining how many votes come 
within either of these categories, “‘We have satisfied ourselves that 
without counting the votes, still Mr. Garfield has more than Mr. Han- 
cock.” Suppose, instead of the process provided in this resolution, 
you were instructed when you opened the votes, Mr. President, to 
place those which appeared to be for one of the candidates in one 
pile and those which appeared to be for the other candidate in an- 
other, and the Senate should say, “Seeing that there is a higher pile 
on the President’s desk for one candidate than there is for the other 
we are willing to declare that one of the candidates and not the other 
is elected, without counting the piles at all.” 

The fallacy of this resolution is in treating the counting process as 
applicable to each vote, that you count a vote or a number of votes 
when you determine, not what that number is, but whether they are 
to be added or not to a pile that is to be counted. You do not count 





| each vote; you count the entire aggregate of votes, and the word 


“count” can have and does have in popular and constitutional mean- 
ing no other signification whatever. 

It may be that this make-shift, which this committee has reached, 
is the only one possible in the existing condition of things in the two 
Houses of Congress; but it is to go into history; and there is danger 
unless the character of itis perfectly and thoroughly understood that 
it is to go into history as a snare and a source of danger to the coun- 
try at some time inthe future. If the voteis counted when you have 


| left undetermined the question whether the 11 votes of one State are 
| or are not to be included in the number entitled to be considered 


when you make the count, this same thing would be equally true if 


| you had left undetermined that question in regard to ten States or in 


members of the committee who have reported it, as the Senate under- | 


stands their opinion ? 


question who shall count the votes for President and Vice-President of 
the United States by a provision for declaring the result without count- 
ing them at all. The one thing in regard to which the mandate of 
the Constitution is express and absolute that the votes shall then be 
counted is got over by the provision that the Senate and House of 
Representatives shall meet the President of the Senate, that the votes 
shall be opened, and shall not be counted at all. That is the whole 
substance of this resolution. There is to be no count of the presi- 
dential vote this year, as the Constitution expressly demands. How 
can you say that the votes are counted? What weare todo is exactly 
what the Senator from Alabama says he is ready to do, that being 
satistied in advance of the official communication and in advance of 
any opportunity to examine the questions which may come up as to 
who is elected President and who is elected Vice-President, he is will- 
ing that we shall meet and go through some part of the constitu- 
tional process, shall declare that Mr. Garfield and Mr. Arthur are 
elected, and get rid of the question in that way. Have Mr. Garfield 
and Mr. Arthur a certain number of votes, ascertained by counting 
the votes without the State of Georgia, or have they eleven more 
roles, IS a question which for all time no human being is ever to be 
able to answer. The votes are not to be counted at all. How is it 
counting a vote in any sense of that term tosay that Mr. John Smith 
nad either twenty votes or thirty-one, and nobody has inquired or 
ascertained or determined which ? 


Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question ?. 


Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN, The Senator is certainly aware that that is sub- 
stantially the form that I might say has almost universally been 
ee irom the foundation of the Government. Certainly we have 
ean a many yearscounting the votes under just such phrase- 
1 Hoan the votes never been counted ? : ; 

Mr THURM lhe v otes were not counted in the Wisconsin case. 
oom AN. We are not speaking about the second resolution. 
., Understand the Senator, he says the first resolution does not pro- 


Vide for counting the vote. 
R. Isay that there is no count of the votes if both reso- 
ited; nothing more. 

I understand the Senator’s position is that if that 
ere not there at all there would be no counting 
Massachusetts or the vote of Ohio. 

My position is exactly this, Mr. President, if I may 


Mr, HOA 
sUtlons be exeer 
Mr, THURMAN, 
Second resolution w 
of the vote of 
Mr, HOAR,. 


It is a method of getting around the disputed | 


regard to twenty States, and it might be claimed that you had counted 
the vote when you had included in your reckoning only the vote of a 
single State or half a dozen States. 

Mr. McDONALD. Ishould like to ask the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts a question. I agree with him that if electors were appointed 
in Georgia they are to be computed in determining whether any can- 
didate has received a majority of all the electors appointed, which is 
necessary in order that there shall be a constitutional declaration of 
aman having been elected President; but does not this resolution, 
the second resolution, very clearly concede that this declaration can 
only be made in the event that the votes cast for James A. Gartield, 
and about which there is no dispute, are a majority of all the ap- 
pointed electors? 

Mr.HOAR. Certainly Ianswerthe Senator’s question in the aflirm- 
ative. 

Mr. McDONALD. If it is such a majority, if it is a majority of all 
the electors that may be by possibility appointed, how can it affect 
the result in this case to adopt this resolution in this form ? 

Mr. HOAR. It does notaffectitatall. My proposition is, not that 
it affects the result in, this case in the least, that the committee have 
resorted to a scheme (it being a disputed question who shall count 
the vote) by which to declare the result of the presidential election 
without any person counting the votes at all. It is just as if they had 
said in this second resolution, “ having ascertained that James A. 
Garfield and Chester A. Arthur are elected President and Vice-Presi 
dent without counting the votes,” it being true that if the votes are 
countei and if the votes are not counted precisely the same result 
follows, therefore, without directing the declaration of a consti- 
tutional election to be made, without any count at all, ‘they are 
declared elected.” 

Mr. President, I am very sorry to have detained the Senate, be- 
cause I have certainly no desire, and no expectation if I had a desire, 
to resist the progress of this scheme of apparent compromise between 
the two opinions; but before this matter passed into history to be- 
come I am afraid another historic precedent, with very great dange 
that after the presidential election is settled and the new President 
inaugurated we shall do just what we have done in the past four 
years, I deemed it my duty to put on record my protest and my con 
viction that the Congress of the United States has got over the tem- 
porary danger and temporary difficulty, not in a constitutional way, 
by providing by law as it ought to have done at the time of the last 
election, a method of performing this constitutional function of count- 
ing the vote, but by refusing to perform the one clearest and most 
imperative duty which rests upon somebody, under the Constitution, 
to count the vote. 
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Mr. THURMAN. 
found in form, or at least in substance, in a resolution offered by Mr. 
Clay in the case of the State of Missouri. I think it is found again 
in substance in the case of the State of Michigan. It was again 


acted upon in the count of the votes in 1869, when according to the | 6 Vi 
fe | under the Constitution or under the act of Congress; 


interpretation of the then President of the Senate Congress had de- 
cided that if the vote of Georgia would change the result it should 


not be counted, but if it would not change the result it should be 


counted—a very curious thing; but that was a misinterpretation of 
the then presiding officer. 
Congress in regard to Georgia was that the vote should not be 
counted. 

Now, Mr. President, I would be perfectly willing, were there not 
some technical objections which weigh with Senators, that the Sen- 
ate, and the other House, too, should express their opinion upon the 
only question that can arise, or is at all likely to arise, under this 
second resolution. I have no doubt whatever in my own mind that 
the votes of the State of Georgia can not be counted; but I ought to 
say that with some diflidence, because there are very good lawyers 
in this Senate who entertain quite a different opinion upon that sub- 
ject. But I pass that by. This was the only way in which we could 
frame this resolution so as to obtain the consent of both Houses of 
Congress. 

Mr. President, the speech of the Senator from Massachusetts is 
wholly defective. If heis right, it would follow as a matter of course 
that it is part of his duty to offer an amendment to this resolution 
which shall deelare who shall count, that is to say, who shall count 
in the sense of deciding, because there are two things to be done; 
one is to decide, and the other is tocount. Suppose it were admitted 
that the presiding officer of the Senate has the function of counting, 
limiting the word ‘ count ” to its plain and obvious meaning, and car- 
rying it no further by implication, what would follow? That when 
it was decided by the proper authority whether a vote should be 
counted or not, and it was put down in the list, then it was the duty 
of the President to count the vote which was thus decided to be a 
legal vote. That would be all of it—a mere clerical duty, a mere per- 
formance of a sumin arithmetic. That is all. 

Mr. HOAR. May I ask the Senator a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator, if this resolution be ex- 
ecuted, how many votes will Mr. Hancock have for President of the 
United States? Does he know or ever expect to know ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I shall know, and know perfectly well. 

Mr. HOAR. Nobody will count it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, 1 know it; and I know it just as well as I 
know how many votes General Grant had in 1868 or in 1872, how 
many votes Mr. Tilden had and how many Mr. Hayes had in 1876, 
or how many Mr. Jefferson, or Mr. Madison, or Mr. Monroe, or Mr. 
John Quincy Adams had; because under similar resolutions we 
have had count after count of presidential elections for more than 
half a century, if not for three-quarters of a century, and nobody 
ever doubted about those counts. When this resolution says each 
teller shall make a list of the votes as they are declared, and then 
the result shall be handed to the President of the Senate, who shall 
declare that result, and it shall be entered upon the Journals, I 
really think it is hypercriticism on the part of the Senator from 
Massachusetts to say there has been no count, and that the votes by 
which Madison and Monroe and Jefferson and Taylor and Polk and 
Van Buren and Jackson all were elected were never counted. Oh, 
Mr. President, that will not do. 

There is, as the Senator from Massachusetts has said, a difference 
of opinion as to who is to count in the sense of deciding; that is, who 
is to decide upon votes contested. There is perhaps an irreconcila- 
ble division now. I shall be perfectly willing and always have been 
that a law should be passed on this subject, but no law ever has been 

assed. I believe it to be within our competency to pass a law; but 

cannot say in the absence of a law that every declaration of an elec- 
tion from that of General Washington down to this time has failed 
to perform the duties required by the Constitution, and that the 
votes, therefore, have not been counted and have not been properly 
counted. I cannot say that. To say that would be to stultify our- 
selves, as it seems to me. 

But, Mr. President, I am talking too much. I ought not to have 
said thus much. 1 do think, however, that it is our duty to pass the 
resolution and send it to the other House, and let the House act upon 
it. The time is fast running away. At all events, if this matter is 
left without anything whatever to regulate it, it shall not be my fault 
and will not be the fault of my friends here. 

Mr. GARLAND. Mr. President, we are engaged in the considera- 
tion of a very grave subject, and I have no doubt that we all want 
to get at this matter in the fairest possible way. The twelfth article 
of amendments to the Constitution devolves a duty upon the Presi- 
dent of the Senate to open the votes. The ballots of the electors are 
sent to him under an act of Congress, and of them he is made the 
custodian. The resolution reported by the Senator from Alabama, in 
the spirit of the Constitution and this act of Congress, makes the 
President of the Senate the presiding officer when the two bodies are 
in convention, and devolves upon him the further duty of declaring 
or announcing the result. So there is nothing in this resolution tak- 
ing from the official duty, either under the law or the Constitution, 
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of the President of the Senate, as would seem to be int; 
Senator from Vermont in his amendment. eet 
What I mean, in other words, is this: the resolution reported } 
the Senator from Alabama does not interfere at all with the dut; ; 
and rights of the Vice-President or the President of the Senate, elthes 


; but, in harmony 


with the Constitution and with the act of Congress, it makes him 


the presiding officer of the convention of the two bodies and mak 
it his duty to declare the result. Now, the amendment of the g = 
tor from Vermont would seem to carry with it the impression that 
© Presiden 
of the Senate. Such is not the resolution as I read it. He i 
of no power, of no authority by this resolution; on the contrary, if 
possible, more power, more duty is placed upon him by the opera. 
tion of this resolution. The resolution in almost so many words is 
the same as the one adopted in 1837. We have progressed and counted 
under it regularly. In the absence of a law, the practice of the Goy. 
ernment in any of its departments becomes a law in our country 
There is no law on this subject, which is much to be deprecated 
but here is a custom now running back to 1837, and practiced fron 
that time continuously, which by force and by operation becomes, iy 
the absence of any statute, a law binding on this country. We have 
practiced under it since then; the Government has lived under jt. 
the Govermment has progressed under it; and we are proposing sim. 
ply a repetition of that which has been peaceful and been effectiy, 
for the purpose since 1837. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. May I ask the Senator a question? 

Mr. GARLAND. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Do I understand the Senator to say tha; 
this is a subject which ought to be regulated by law? ; 

Mr. GARLAND. Ido not mean law in the sense of statutory lay 
as distinguished from the Constitution. I think I comprehend the 
scope of the question of the Senator from Florida, and I may concur 
with him that the regulation should be by the Constitution, instead 
of by law as distinguished from a constitutional provision. But now 
we have progressed under this mode of procedure; and as the Sena- 
tor from Ohio inquired, what is the necessity for a change when the 
fact is presented to the country broadly that one man is elected 
President and about that there can be no dispute ? 

I do not see the difficulties suggested by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. The Constitution says: 

The pone having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the Presi. 
dent, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed. 

We know, as a matter of fact, and as a matter of law, that there 
are so many electors by right in the United States, and we know as 
a matter of law how many are a majority of those electors. When 
these packages are opened A B has 138 electoral votes beyond con- 
troversy; C D has 75, say; and here are 13 from a State that are in 
controversy. If you count them and put them to the one man or the 
other, they do not affect the result. Therefore we do not undertake 
to say by any general proposition how those votes shall be treated; 
and indeed, as suggested by the Senator from Florida, it may be very 
doubtful whether we have any authority to say as an abstract prop 
osition that no vote shall be counted that was cast on a day different 
from that when the others were cast; but whether they be counted 
or not, the result is not affected. All tribunals, all courts pretermit 
questions when their decision is not absolutely necessary for the 
adjudication of the case in hand, and say “the case is decided o 
this point, and this other point which has been raised is not neces 
sary for the decision and we pass it by.” That is what this resola- 
tion says and what has been said in half a dozen resolutions of like 
character. 

I am not so fortunate as the Senator from Ohio, when he says he has 
no doubt that the vote of Georgia ought not to be counted, antic 
pating a little, es now that we know exactly what the vote 
of Georgia rests upon and the facts that surround that vote. Take 
it for granted that it was simply cast by the electors on a day dif: 
ferent from that named in the act of Congress; I am not as lucky a 
the Senator from Ohio in saying that I have no doubt about that ques 
tion. I have very great and very serious doubt about it. In fact I 
never encountered a proposition upon which I had so much doubt as 
I have upon it, and until that question is presented to us broadly = 
a decision exacted upon it, I say we should pretermit it and pass 1t Y 
as not being necessary to the adjudication of the cause. There 's 
much to be said upon both sides of that question when you come 1 
examine it, and I do not wish to be a party to establishing any — 
abstract or theoretical rule which, if established, can bind nobody, 
that a State shall be disfranchised because her electors happet at 
cast their vote on a day different from that designated by the act . 
Congress, whether that casting was caused by negligence, by corp 
tion, or by anything else. no oes . al 

Besides being a very doubtful question it is a very serious _ cS 
I would ask Senators to pause ‘and ponder before sending ov a, 
general conclusion on the matter. In America the question 1 re “4 
tion to the result of an election is, What is the will of the eee 
voting? If this can be fairly ascertained no irregularity or in a 
mality can stifle it; and in law that is certain which can be “tact 
certain. In view of this universal doctrine and in view of - a 
that election laws in their apparent essentials have over — sis 
again been held merely directory and not mandatory, and no rig 
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inst by a party when he has done all he can on account of the mal- 
lost ©. i, misfeasance, or nonfeasance of a public officer, it is well for 
feasance slow in determining this question. 

ae elution is sufficient to meet the case as it is presented. 
H atofore such a resolution has been suflicient unto the day when 
rt ‘iificulty arose ; so let this be sufficient for this occasion ; and if 
Cites come Within the category described not affecting the re- 
u ‘et it be declared that if they were cast for A the result is so ; if 
how were cast for B the result is so, but in either event the result is 
vot affected, and that leaves the question to be decided whenever it 
hall really present itself in a shape to require decision. It will be 
ime enough then to decide it, and not before. As far as I am able 
., consider the subject I think this is the fairest and best solution 
eo ean get, and therefore I shall vote for the resolution reported by 
cha Senator from Alabama. ar 

yr, INGALLS. Mr. President, this discussion upon the general sub- 
‘oot of the electoral count is interesting and valuable, but I respect- 
fully submit that in view of the emergency that is now upon us itis 
nerhaps somewhat unprofitable. ; ; 

These subjects have been under discussion for the better part of a 
century, and no conclusion has been reached. Itis obvious to all that 
he Constitution is defective in some particulars, and that it does not 
»rovide for conditions that have arisen which were not contemplated 
hy the framers of that instrument. It is too late for us to remedy 
those defects now. We cannot pass any law that will meet them ; 
neither can We agree upon any joint resolution that will commit both 
Houses toa principle that will be recognized as settling these disputed 
questions. The point before is, shall we adopt the resolutions reported 
hy the committee ? and I desire to say here that I feel exceedingly 
crateful to thecommittee for the action that they have taken and for 
the resolutions they have reported. They meet very nearly my views 
upon the subject ; and I want to submit merely one or two observa- 
tions upon the amendment proposed by the Senator from Vermont, 
which I understand to be the practical question before the Senate, 
and that is whether we shall in our resolution invite the House to 
meet us in this Chamber or whether we shall announce to them that 
we will proceed to the Hail of the House. 

There are three reasons why I think at this time the Senate ought 
to agree to the amendment proposed by the Senator from Vermont ; 
and in expressing those reasons I do not propose tosay that I am not 
willing to meet the House in their own Hall, but there are reasons 
why I think that in adopting this resolution we should invite them 
to meet us in this Chamber. 

The first isa mere question of etiquette. In this resolution, pro- 
ceeding from the Senate, is it not appropriate that we should invite 
them to meet us here? Have we any abstract right to say that we 
will, without hearing from them on the subject, meet them in their 
Hall on the 9th of February at the hour of twelve o’clock ? 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Senator from Kansas will allow me, I will 
suggest to him that the resolution is concurrent, and until the House 
concur it is ineffective. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand that, but it proceeds from the Sen- 
ate, and if the House shall concur with an amendment, of course I 
shall be entirely willing to meet the House of Representatives in 
their Chamber. As this resolution proceeds from the Senate, I sub- 
mit that itis appropriate that we should invite the House to meet 
us in this Hall, and if they see fit to amend it, in the absence of any 
stronger reason than I have yet heard, I shall be very glad to concur 
in that amendment. 

There is, however, one other reason which has been suggested by 
the Senator from Vermont that appears to me to have some weight, 
and that is that there may emergencies arise in which it will be advis- 
able that the Senate should retain the power of having these votes 
counted in its own Chamber and by the officer who is under the Con- 
stitution the custodian of the certificates. I was one of the tellers 
of the electoral count in 1877; Senators will recollect that dark and 
troubloug period ; and in connection with this subject I will mention 
an incident of secret history. During that month when this matter 
was pending we received information one morning that in the course 
of our progress from this Chamber through the Rotunda to the Hall of 
the House for the purpose of going into joint convention, there would 
be an attack made upon the Sergeant-at-Arms and the other officers 
Having the certificates in charge and that they would be taken from 
us and destroyed. I dare say it was a mere rumor, as a Senator sug- 
gests. Very probably it was; but desperate occasions like that give 
rise to rumors. It is not necessary for me to state what precautions 
were taken, although no assault was made; but I mention that for 
the purpose of showing that emergencies may arise where it would 
ve desirable that the certificates should not be exposed to the danger 
that the Senator from Vermont has depicted, 

But there is a third reason why I think the amendment should be 
adopted, which is more important than all, and that is this: suppose 
the House take no action at all on this resolution ; I do not assume 
that they will not act; but suppose that they do not; suppose we 
one resolution and it goes to the House of Representatives and 
ina — ow upon their table not acted upon at all, shall we not be left 
the taet at ortunate predicament if we have committed oursely es to 
tives ena rRemntoay them in the Hall of the House of Representa- 
poss ef ereby to a certain extent have deprived ourselves of the 

Tr of counting the vote in our own Chamber? 


any 
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I say, then, upon these three practical considerations it appears to 
me that we should adopt the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Vermont, and if the House concurs with an amendment asking that 
the meeting be there, we can agree to it; but if the House does not 
agree, if there is no action whatever taken by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, we still have the power here to proceed in this Chamber to 
the discharge of the great constitutional duty. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Mr. President, I do not rise to discuss the 
questions which have been raised upon this resolution. The truth is 
that I feel but very little interest init. It is conceded on all hand» 
that there is no doubtabont who have been elected President and Vice- 
President of the United States for the next four years, and I presume 
there is not a man in this Hall or the other, nor, as far as I know, a 
single man of the fifty millions of the American people, who has the 
slightest desire to interfere with that result or to obstruct in any way 
its legal declaration. I think, therefore, all this discussion as to the 
ways and means of arriving at a conclusion that everybody admits 
is not very profitable or very interesting to the Senate or the country. 
I am therefore willing myself, so far as [am concerned, to agree to 
almost any reasonable plan of ascertaining the result at this time. | 
think it is the imperative duty of Congress, before another such occa- 
sion shall arise after the lapse of four years, to make such provision 
as will avoid any possible doubt or trouble in the future. 

I rise now simply to say one or two things in relation to the vote 
of my own State. Ihaveseen itintimated, and more than intimated, 
in several quarters that the failure on the part of the electors of 
Georgia to cast their vote on the day fixed by the law of Congress 
arose from a disposition in that State to regard the law of the State 
on this subject as of higher authority than the law of Congress. I 
wish to say here that that is not true. There was no intention or 
idea on the part of anybody in Georgia, in authority or out of author- 
ity, to disregard the law of Congress on this subject or doubt that the 
law of Congress fixing the day for the vote by the electors was the 
supreme law. There has never been any law in Georgia in conflict 
with the law of Congress or intended to be in conflict with the law 
of Congress on that subject. 

Without going into the particular history to explain how it hap- 
pened (a fact which we all know but do not yet know officially) that 
the electors of Georgia did vote one week after the day fixed. by the 
law of Congress, I simply say that there was simply a failure to know 
the fact that the first Wednesday in December, 1380, came before the 
first Monday in December. The failure to know that simple fact of 
the almanac caused the whole trouble, and there was no desire or 
intent on the part of anybody to hold that the State law was supreme 
over the Federal law on this subject, no desire to disregard the Fed- 
eral law. Indeed,the whole intent was to comply with the law of 
Congress and vote on the day that the electors in all the other States 
voted. It was just one of those accidents that may happen anywhere 
or at any time. 

So far as the legality of the vote of Georgia is concerned, I hope I 
shall be pardoned for saying one thing, and that is this: I coneur 
fully and thoroughly with the view expressed by the Senator from 
Ohio, and I say, as he said, that to my mind there is no doubt upon 
this subject—none whatever. As he said, there are very good law- 
yers in the Senate, and one of them we have heard speak since the 
Senator from Ohio expressed his view, the excellent Senator from 
Arkansas, [Mr. GARLAND, ] who contend that there is doubt. We 
must of course admit that there must be doubt in reasonable minds 
on this subject when such a Senator says there is doubt in his mind ; 
and therefore the question may take somewhat of a doubtful char- 
acter; but for myself I have and can have but one opinien. I think 
it is very clearly the duty of Congress, the imperative duty of Con- 
gress under the Constitution, to tix the day on which the electors 
shall cast their votes for President, and it is the imperative duty to 
fix that day the same throughout the United States. There are 
admirable reasons, very cogent reasons, why that provision was in- 
corporated in the Constitution. It would be a fatal mistake, in my 
judgment, to disregard those reasons. I think the convention was 
wise, very wise, in requiring that the electors should cast their votes 
on the same day throughout the United States, and it works very 
great mischief, in my judgment, to disregard that rule. 

I deeply regret that my own State, by a simple accident, has cast 
her vote on a day different from that day fixed by the act of Congress 
I rejoice exceedingly that this accident has happened when it can do 
no harm, when it cannot change the result. Much confidence as | 
have in the intelligence and patriotism of the American people and 
of the Representatives and Senators of the American States and peo- 
ple, I do rejoice that the temptation has not been presented to them 
of counting or not counting these votes when the counting or not 
counting of them might change the result. I greatly rejoice in that 
fact; but as it has occurred, to prevent all possible doubt in the fut- 
ure, to prevent the recurrence of such an accident in the future, | 
think it the duty of Congress to say emphatically and in language 
that cannot be mistaken that the votes of electors of President and 
Vice-President of the United States must be cast on the day pre- 
scribed by the law of Congress, and that that day must be the same 
throughout the United States. If the vote of one State can be cast 
on any day other than that fixed by the law of Congress, then each 
State may cast her vote on a different day from that of any other State, 
and thus every State may utterly and totally disregard the law of 
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Congress and that provision of the Constitution which the law of 
Congress is intended to carry out. Then we should have the anomaly 
of the Constitution declaring that the day on which the votes of the 
electors shall be cast shall be the same throughout the United States, 
and yet each State voting on a different day from every other State 
and every State voting on a different day from that fixed by the law 
of Congress, which would make the Constitution a nullity. 

These are my views on the matter. Coming as I do from the State 
which has made this mistake, I the more cheerfully express these 
views. Nobody intended to disregard the law of Congress in Georgia; 
nobody desired to disregard the law; nobody doubted its supremacy. 
It was simply an accident; fortunately an accident that worked no 
result; but for one I am willing tosay that I cannot doubt that this 
provision of the Constitution is just as imperative, just as supreme, 
as any other provision of the Constitution, founded, not in accident, 
but in most excellent reasons. It was right thatit should be so, and 
being so, we ought to respect it; and the States ought all to be noti- 
tied that if they fail to cast their vote in the manner, and especially 
at the time, prescribed by the law of Congress, the vote will not be 
counted, and ought not to be counted, because if you can disregard 
the law of Congress in this respect you may disregard it in any other 
respect, and if the day on which the electors are to cast their votes 
can be different from that fixed by the law of Congress, then the 
day on which the people themselves may vote for electors may be 
different from that fixed by the law, and then we should have elec- 
tions without law, which in my judgment would be nothing but 
anarchy. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, I suppose that when the 
resolution was put in the shape that we find it, it was for the purpose 
of avoiding the agitation of this very delicate question. It must be 
obvious to the Senate that had it not been for a very serious differ- 
ence of opinion in regard to this subject the resolution would not 
be in the condition that it is. I for one deprecate the discussion of 
this question at this time. There is no necessity for it, and in my 
judgment it would be much better to leave it open until a case arises 
which shall demand a clear expression of the will and opinion of the 
Senate on this angry and dangerous subject. Still Ido not like to be 
here within the sound of the voice of the Senators who proclaim 
opinions on this question to make a record to go down and show that 
I sat in my seat and listened to certain opinions being promulgated 
and gave them acquiescence. For that reason Ishould have preferred 
that nothing had been said about it. I dissent tctally from the opin- 
ion of the Senator from Georgia and the Senator from Ohio on this 
question. Ido not think that the framers of the Constitution ever 
contemplated an election for President of the United States to take 
place and the votes therein to be counted without the voice of each 
State in the Union being heard ; and I for cone will never consent to 
the proposition that because by mere accident, like an invasion, an 
epidemic, or any cause of that kind, the electors were prevented 
from meeting at the capital of the State on the day designated in the 
law of Congress, that is to deprive that State of her voice. Never! 
The act of Congress not only requires that they shall cast their vote 
on a given day, but it requires that they shall meet at a designated 
place, the capital of the State, and cast the vote. And now I ask 
the question if a public invasion had taken place, if a great epidemic 
was there which endangered the lives of the electors so that they 
could not visit the capital, would any man say that because of that 
overwhelming necessity those votes could not be cast elsewhere ? 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Will the Senator from Florida allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Is the place of voting a constitutional requi- 
sition? 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. 
requisition ? 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Time and place, I admit, in many in- 
stances, are substantial elements of an election. I do not think the 
language of the Constitution is mandatory. I think there is great 
force in the suggestion made by a Senator within my gaze now that 
that word “may” is not to be interpreted as meaning “ shall.” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It says “shall;” “which day shall be the same,” 
&c. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Congress may prescribe a day, says the 
Constitution, and if it undertakes to prescribe it, it goes on to say 
that that day shall be the same throughout the Union. There is no 
objection to that. I assume the correctness of that principle, and 
the Constitution would be a very poor instrument if that provision 
had not been made in that way. But still I say that occasions may 
arise when that principle will not be violated and the vote cast on a 
different day. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. 


Neither is the other. 
Is not the time of voting a constitutional 


May I ask the Senator a question? Sup- 
pose I concede, for the sake of the argument—which I certainly do not 
concede—that the word “ may ” in the connection in which it oecurs in 
the Constitution is directory and not mandatory ; suppose I concede 
that Congress mor prescribe the day, that confers upon Congress the 


power to do it, the Senator will admit. Congress exercises that 

wer ; Congress does fix the time, and Congress, in pursuance of the 
atter clause of ae Pana, says the time shall be the same 
throughout the United States, and fixes the time. Now, if Congress 


has the power to fix the day, and Congress has fixed it, is not th; 
law made in pursuance of the Constitution the supreme law of . 
land, and can there be anything against it? ‘ee 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. If the Constitution, which invest, C 
gress with power over that subject, is only directory, then a } 
follows it and which is made in pursuance of it must part 
character of the organic provision. 7 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Do I understand the Senator to say 6 
ceding the power to be directory, for the argument’s sake, which, lds 
not concede, that where the power has been executed by the Seuiaen 
of a law, that law, because it is in pursuance of a directory and ns 
a mandatory power, is less supreme than would be a law "paseed in 
pursuance of a mandatory power? Is not each law of Congress in 
pursuance of the Constitution equally the supreme law? oie 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I admit the supremacy of the lay: but 
that does not change the nature of the argument. A law may be 
supreme and yet be directory; a law may be supreme and ye; be 
mandatory. You may take the electoral laws of nearly every State 
in the Union, and in one-half the provisions regulating the subject of 
elections would be held by any court in a case which involved the 
expressions of the people to be directory. A law is no less supreme 
because it is directory ; but the Constitution says that Congress may 
prescribe the day, and if it undertakes to exercise that power it sh,)} 
make it uniform throughout the Union. Now, I say that cases may 
arise under that law where the States may come forward and coy. 
tend that some inevitable accident, public invasion, disease, or othe; 
great cause over which no human authority could have control, pre. 
vented this from being carried out; and in such a case the will of the 
people ought to be given effect. That is a proper case for making ap 
exception; and the vote of the State ought to be counted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair.) The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr, 
EDMUNDS. ] 

Mr. MORGAN. I hope the Senate will come to a vote on this ques. 
tion. The very question which has been for the last half hour under 
discussion is now pending in the Judiciary Committee, and we shall 
probably have a report from that committee when Senators will haye 
an opportunity of expressing their views more to their satisfaction, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Senate will come to a vote presently; 
that is, when every Senator has had the opportunity that he desires 
to say what he thinks he ought to say, and I hope we shall stick to 
this matter until it is finished. 

I do not wish to go into the question of the validity or invalidity 
of the vote of Georgia, because I agree with the committee that it is 
a question that can be passed over without undertaking to decide it. 
It is, of course, perfectly clear under the Constitution that nothing 
but legal votes, constitutional votes, can be counted rightfully; and 
that refers us, in a case like this, to the question, what is a vote con- 
stitutionally considered? This resolution proposes to say that the 
question of whether this act of the State of Georgia is a constitutional 
act in the election of a President and one which is entitled to force 
in determining the result, need not be passed upon, without going 
into the question now whether anybody has power to pass upon it 
without law, or not—that it need not be passed upon in the event that 
it is of no practical consequence whether it is a legal vote or is not. 
This concurrent resolution, therefore, simply says that the papers 
coming from the State of Georgia may be made manifest, and those 
papers will show undoubtedly, for the act of Congress provides ior 
showing, who are the electors that the State of Georgia lawfully ap- 
pointed as electors. Therefore they make up a part of “the whole 
number of eJectors appointed,” and any person to be elected Presi- 
dent of the United States must have a majority of that whole num 
ber. How much is a majority is of no constitutional consequence. 
Now, then, all this says is that if it appears that one candidate or 
another has a majority of all the electors appointed, without regard 
to deciding the question whether the act of Georgia is a lawful vote 
or not, it shall be so declared hypothetically ; in other words saying, 
the state of the papers is so and so; nobody undertakes to decide 
whether this vote is a constitutional vote or not; and itis of no prac- 
tical consequence. aes 

Now I want to say in reply to my friend from Florida just a worl 
on the topic itself, although I have made a disclaimer about that, and 
then I shall be done after one other observation. There is grea 
force in what he says; but I submit to him one test of the strength 
of his argument as applied and illustrated by the time of choosiug 
the electors as distinguished from the day of their giving their votes. 
This is the language of the Constitution : [ 

etermine the time of choosing the electors and the day 0° 
which poor sy their votes; which day shall be the same throughout the 
United States. 2 

I submit to him whether it is not clear from that language er 
while Congress may determine the time for choosing electors and = 
day for giving their votes, the command that the da shall be ae 
same throughout the United States refers to the word “day a 
tioned in the last preceding clause, and does not necessarily refer 
the word “time” for the choice of electors. . 

Mr. JONES, of a see the Senator permit me? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With pleasure. — 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. y think that the spirit of the Constinn® 
would require that the election for the electors should be held on 
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ay. and J think that has been the interpretation given by Con- 
— — because the very objection that has been open to electors 
‘ ae ‘different days under the practical operation of the Consti- 
ens ould be open to holding the elections on different days. It 
*  nown that when the Constitution was adopted it was ex- 
vell oy had occasion to say on a former occasion in the Senate, 
+e electors would exercise an independent choice outside of the 
.. put really and practically the presidential election is now 
‘ed on the day on which the electors are chosen, and not on 

. dey that they cast their votes. 2 i 
vw. EDMUNDS. What my friend from Florida says is a very 
 oronment to show that both these provisions are matters of 


res 


ed, 


nor 





ime” ought to be taken in the spirit of the Constitution as 
sed within the last clause of this sentence, that it should be the 
‘» throughout the United States, and there is very great force in 
nt | submit to his consideration—and I do not mean to commit 
J self about that now, only to compare suggestions—I submit to his 
‘sideration whether his very argument, which is quite forcible, 
do 3 not show that both the provisions were thought to be of funda- 
ental and substantial importance in respect of security against cor- 
ruption and tumult. — < ; 
Mr, JONES, of Florida. There is no doubt about that. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If it be, therefore, in the Constitution a matter 
freal substance for the great reasons which have been suggested, how 
in we say that it isdirectory? But let us look at it in another point 
“Congress may determine the time for choosing electors.” That 
ay or may not fall within the last clause which requires it to be the 
same throughout the United States; I do not say whether I think it 
joes or not; but suppose that Congress should have determined the 
time, as it has, to be one day, the Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November throughout the United States; can it be contended—I am 
putting it merely as a question to be thought of,—that an election 
called and held in the State of Vermont on the second Tuesday after 
the first Monday of November, or on the second Tuesday before the 
first Monday of November, or on the first Tuesday of September, 
which is the day for our constitutional State election, and when it 
would be immensely convenient to our people to elect their electors, ) 
would beavalidelection? Andcan you make it validif it is required 


mav 


to be done on that day, on the ground that some overruling necessity 


prevented it? That is a very serious question which I commend to 
the consideration of Senators. The principle of it enters into all 
elections; but I pass that, because, as it appears to me, it is not indis- 
yensable that we should come to a solution of that question, and I 
come back to the amendment that I have offered, and that is, as Sena- 
tors may have forgotten, to provide in this proposal to the House of 
Representatives for the assembling of the two Houses here. 

My friend from Ohio has said that we have had seventy years of a 
different practice. I do not know precisely how many years, but I 


dare say it may have been something like that. NowI have here the | 


record of the first occasion, I believe, when the presiding officer of the 
Senate departed from his seat and with the Senate proceeded to the 
Hall of the other House, in 1821. 
Houses who had been appointed to arrange for the ceremony—for it 
was then nothing but a ceremony—reported in favor of a meeting in 
the House of Representatives : 

Mr. Barbour explained, in detail, the reasons which influenced the committee in 
adopting the cuions which it recommended— 
which were the ordinary ones, for a meeting in the House of Repre- 
sentatives Hall and providing the hypothetical arrangement about 
the vote of the State of Missouri, just as in 1837 was done as to Mich- 
gan, and in 1869 as to Georgia, and as is proposed on this occasion 
for the State of Georgia. 

Mr. King, of New York— 

Who everybody will remember historically as one of the most con- 
seryative and wise and upright men— 

Mr. King, of New York, spoke in particular reference to what he deemed the 
correct course of proceeding in joint meetings; thinking it consistent with the 


Constitu 


tation, and with propriety, that the House should come to the Senate if the 
‘partment had not rendered it inconvenient; and that when a convenient plan 
“Lould be completed for joint meetings, he hoped the practice heretofore prevail- 
‘ng would not be considered in the light of a precedent, but that they should re- 
air thither, and the President of the Senate preside in joint meeting, &c. 


‘Hat Was the first occasion when the Senate departed from its place 
‘ue Its presiding officer from his, to go to some other place and to 
“Aity these great records of the Government with him, for a greater 
anes ; and it might be from here to Georgetown in case this 
apito should be burnt down, or wherever you could find a conven- 
sn vuilding, and there go through with the ceremony. I submit 
“4 practice arising in that way, merely from physical and per- 
_) . Convenience of apartments, is nothing that ought to overrule 
what Mr. King said and what I think is the correct method and the 
wie method and in every respect the best and the truest method for 
of the a ~~ duty. This Hall is large enough for every member 
of the two I 0 Representatives and every Senator and the officers 
enh tome ouses to perform this duty without discomfort and with- 
inconvenience, 

for hope, therefore, that we shall return to the true and best means 
+ limes (because it is of no practical consequence to-day) of doing 


+ and deep substance, because he has argued to show why the | 


The joint committee of the two | 


RECORD—SENATE. Liss 


this thing, and that is here. It may be that four years hence when 
this body may be politically exactly what it is now and the House of 
Representatives may be politically entirely different from what it is 
now, and I suppose it will, and when there may have been a close 
election, there may be danger of tumult and disorder, and I submit 
that it is the wise thing to provide that where the records lawfully 
and constitutionally are of these acts of States, the two Houses shall 
assemble to perform that duty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont tothe amendment reported by the com- 
mittee. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EATON, (when his name was called.) In the absence of the 
Senator from New York [Mr. CONKLING] on various matters, I agreed 
to pair with him where we should differ. Therefore I withhold my 
vote. 

Mr. TELLER, (when his name was called.) On all political ques- 
tions I am paired with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Brown.] If 
he were present, I would vote yea, and I presume he would vote nay. 

The rol!-call was concluded. 

Mr. BALDWIN. On this question and all political questions my 
colleague (Mr. FERRY] is paired with the Senator from Texas, [ Mr. 
MAXEY.] Were my colleague present, he would vote yea, and I pre- 
sume the Senator from Texas would vote nay. 

Mr. BAILEY. Iam paired with the Senator from Nebraska, [ Mr. 
Pappock.] If he were here, I should vote nay. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. WALLACE} left the Chamber a few moments ago, and requested 
me to say on any vote that he and his colleague [Mr. CAMERON, of 
Pennsylvania] were paired. If he were here, the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. WALLACE] would vote nay. 

Mr. ALLISON, (after having voted in the affirmative.) As all of 
one party seem to be voting on one side and all of the other party on 
the other, I withdraw my vote, being paired on all political ‘ques- 
tions with the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Wiytr,] who was 
obliged to leave the Chamber this morning. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS—22, 








Anthony, Dawes, Kellogg, Rollins, 
Baldwin, Edmunds, Kirkwood, Saunders, 
Blaine, Hill of Colorado, Logan, Sharon, 

; Blair, Hoar, Me Millan, Windom. 
Burnside, Ingalls, Morrill 
Cameron of Wis., Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 

| 

NAYS—36. 

| Bayard, Garland, Kernan, Saulsbury 

| Beck, Groome, Lamar Slater, 

| Butler, Hampton, McDonald, Thurman, 
Call, Harris, McPherson, Vance, 

| Cockrell, Hereford, Morgan, Vest, 


Coke, Hill of Georgia, Pendleton, Voorhees, 


Davis of Illinois, Johnston, Pugh Walker, 
| Davisof W. Va., Jonas, Randolph Williams, 
| Farley, Jones of Florida, Ransem, Withers. 
ABSENT—1:. 
Allison, Cameron of Pa., Grove1 Teller, 
|} Bailey, Carpenter, Hamlin, Wallace, 
| Booth, Conkling, Maxey, Whyte. 
| Brown, Eaton, Paddock, 
| Bruce, Ferry, Platt, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. INGALLS. I suggest to the Senator from Alabama who re 
ported this resolution that the second paragraph contains what pur- 
ports to be a formula that shall be used by the President of the Senate 
in declaring the vote. The last clause is, ‘“ And in the same manner 
for Vice-President.” I would suggest to him, without formally offer- 
ing an amendment, unless he desires, that the formula be perfected 
by declaring the form of language to be employed in regard to the 
Vice-President also, as the resolution must go to the House and this 
formula must be adopted by the two Houses when they assemble for 
the purpose of counting the vote. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is the exact purpose which is intended to be 
accomplished. The resolutions which have preceded this have al- 
ways contained the precise language that I have used here, and it 
has been considered a sufficient instruction to the President of the 
Senate to use the words “ And in the same manner for Vice-Presi- 
dent.” 

Mr. INGALLS. The. language appears to me to be somewhat im- 
perfect, but unless the Senator desires it I will not offer an amend- 
ment. I had prepared one that incorporated the form of language to 
be employed with regard to the Vice-President as well as the Presi- 
dent, but if the Senator thinks it is not advisable I shall not offer it. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think it is better to let it stay as it is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the committee to the original resolution. 

Mr. EATON. Does this cover the whole original resolution ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It covers the resolution reported 
from the committee to strike out and insert. 

Mr. EATON. If it covers the whole resolution I have a word to 
say on this point. I do not intend to discuss the question at any 
| length, but I havea wordto say. Icannot support a resolution upon, 
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‘ 
this subject which leaves one very important question in doubt, and 
that is the question whether the President of the Senate has the right 
to count the votes for President and Vice-President of the United 
States. There was a resolution of this sort which I supposed would 
be brought up yesterday : 
[June 15, 1250.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MorGan submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the Presi- 
dent of the Senate is not invested by the Constitution of the United States with 
the right to count the votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United States so as to determine what votes shall be received and counted or what 
votes shall be rejected. 

I had supposed that that resolution would have been called from 
the table yesterday and acted upon, and if that resolution had been 
called up and acted upon affirmatively, I should cheerfully give my 
vote for the other resolution of the committee, because I should have 
considered the action of the Senate upon that resolution a determi- 
nation of their meaning of the resolution which is now before the 
Senate. But that has not been called up, it has not been acted on. 
The pending resolution reads in this way: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the two 
Houses of Congress shall assemble in the Hall of the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday, the 9th of February, 1281, at twelve o'clock m.,and the President of 
the Senate shall be the presiding officer; that two persons be appointed tellers on 
the part of the Senate and twoon the part of the House of Representatives to make 
a list of the votes as they shall be declared. 

What does that mean? The honorable Senator from Alabama says 
that the word “ declared” there is simply the declaration of a clerical 
fact; another Senator says that the word “declared” there means 
that A B, C D, and E F are elected or appointed as electors for Pres- 
ident and Vice-President. I cannot vote for a resolution that leaves 
any doubt upon the subject, and therefore at the proper time—and if 
this be the proper time in the opinion of the Chair I shall offer an 
amendment now, in the words of the Constitution of the United 
States. I move to strike out the words “as they shall be declared,” 
and to insert in lieu thereof “as the certificates shall be opened by 
the President of the Senate.” Those are the words of the Constitu- 
tion, about which there can be no mistake, about which there can be 
no two opinions. That is the duty of the President of the Senate ; 
and when he has executed that duty then the ofticers who have been 
appointed by the Senate and the House will count the votes and hand 
up their list to the President of the Senate, and he will make the 
necessary declaration. 

I cannot vote for any resolution that leaves any doubt upon that 
great and important point. It is of no importance, I agree, so far as 
this election is concerned. Everybody concedes the election of Gen- 
eral Garfield and General Arthur. Everybody concedes that they will 
on Wednesday, the 9th day of February, in some way be declared to 
be the choice of the people. I regret it, but it isso. But I cannot 
vote that the President of the Senate shall declare that fact, for it is 
not his duty. 

Therefore I ask that this amendment shall be made. It is in con- 
formity with the Constitetion; and in my judgment it is no answer 
to the reason, poor though it may be, which I have given, to say that 
for one, or two, or three, or ten countings of votes this language has 
been used. My opinion is that a very great majority of the Senate are 
opposed to construing the Constitution in a way which gives the Pre- 
siding Officer that power. Very able and exhaustive arguments were 
made four years ago upon that identical] subject; and I should like 
to have a vote of the Senate upon this point. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the amendment be reported before the de- 
bate goes on. I should like to hear it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The Curer CLERK. In the amendment of the committee, it is pro- 
posed to strike out the words “ as they shall be declared” and to insert 
“‘as the certilicates shall be opened by the President of the Senate ;” 
so as toread: 


That two persons be appointed tellers on the part of the Senate, and two on 
the part of the House of Representatives, to make a list of the votes as the certifi- 
cates shall be opened by the President of the Senate. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, if I had been drafting a resolution 
for the first time for a count of the presidential votes three-quarters 
of a century ago, I should not have inserted the words “as they shall 
be declared,” which the Senator from Connecticut moves to strike 
out; but they have been in resolution after resolution for a long 
time, I think certainly for more than half a century, and they never 
have been interpreted at any time as conveying by implication the 
idea that the President of the Senate had the right to count the votes 
in the sense of deciding what was a legal vote or what was not, or 
for whom the vote was cast or for whom it was not. I am not at all 
afraid that this resolution will convey any such implication. On the 
contrary, under resolutions of this kind, again and again votes have 
been received and votes have been rejected by the action of the two 
— of Congress, and not by the decision of the President of the 

nate. 

In view, then, of this history of the country, it seems to me to be, 
with great respect to my friend from Connecticut, an unfounded fear 
that there can be any implication from the use of these words that 
the President of the Senate has, not the mere power of counting, but 
the judicial power of determining whether the votes are valid or 








invalid, or for whom they are cast or for whom 

Therefore, I think our committee felt it best to fallow ant oo 
to which there can be no serious objection, and to which thee” 
likely to be no serious objection in either House of Congress, an . 18 
the resolution might pass. 5fSSS, ANd thus 

But if I thought differently from that,I should not vote 
amendment of my friend from Connecticut, if he means that m ki 
the list by the tellers is to be considered any decision whatever ” Tt 
language of his amendment is that they shall make a list of - 
votes “as the certificates shall be opened by the President of the — 
ate.” But suppose there should be two returns, it would be the oh. 
ous duty of the President of the Senate to open them both. Woe | a 
had that again and again. We had it at the last election, | — 
heard it said that somebody has got up a bogus return from oe 
now. Yes; the Senator from Oregon (Mr. SLATER] nods his hook 
Some man there gathered together two other able-bodied mey eee 
they constituted themselves an electoral college and voted—] q) net 
know for whom—for Weaver, I believe, or somebody else for President 
of the United States, and for somebody for Vice-President ; it may}, 
that they voted for Hancock for President. 

Mr. SLATER. They divided their votes among the candidates 

Mr. THURMAN. They gave one vote for Hancock, and it may jy 
one for Garfield, and one for Weaver; they divided them around jy; 
and square. It may be that that is ridiculous, but still it will not dy 
for the President of the Senate, if the thing comes up to him in the 
regular time and in a regular way, by people claiming to be electoy 
of President and Vice-President, to say, “This is absurd; this js g 
hoax.” It will not do; they have to be opened. Every law that we 
have ever passed upon the subject requires them all to be opened, 
Now the amendment of the Senator from Connecticut is that the 
tellers make out a list of the votes as the certiticates are opened. 

Ido not think that practically there is any trouble in the worl 
about the declaring of the vote. Howisit? Let us look at it noy 
in a practical] sense and in an historical sense too. The President oj 
the Senate opens a certificate; he hands it to the tellers, becanse 
there never has been a count without tellers. It is read by the tell. 
ers. No objection whatever is made to that vote, to its reception, to 
its being counted. It is put down in the list. There being no ob. 
jection whatsoever, that vote being recorded in the list is a declara- 
tion suflicient that that is the vote of the State; and so it goes on: 
and just so long as no objection whatever is made to a vote, just » 
long do the members of Congress of both Houses present assent that 
that is the vote, and just so long does the President of the Senate, if 
he is the judicial power to decide, assent that that is the vote. That 
vote is sufficiently declared. It is only when an objection takes 
place that the question arises who is to decide upon the objection. | 
am not afraid to trust that both to the Constitution and to the uni- 
form history, because never, in no single instance, has the President 
of the Senate decided such a question. Never has he; and in my 
judgment he never will. No, he will not; even if parties change, | 
do not believe that any President of the Senate will ever have the 
audacity to attempt what no man in the whole history of the Gov- 
ernment from 1759 down to this day has ever dared to do. But, a 
ail events, that is not the question now. 

It has been truly said by Senators on this floor, and we know itis 
so, that we are tiding over the present case; that is, we do not de- 
cide it. Wedo not decide really who under the Constitution has the 
judicial power. Are we to blame for that? Our forefathers, eighty 
years ago, tried to decide it, and they could not. John Marshall drev 
a bill, when he was a member of the House of Representatives, and it 
passed that House, I think, but the Senate did not agree to it. The 
greatest minds in this country have tried it, and it is no disgrace to 
us that we have not been able to agree upon a measure when Joba 
Marshall and his associates in his day were unable to pass 4 bill. 
Mr. Van Buren tried it, when he was a member of the Senate, ant 
failed. I hoped that it might happen in my time, not that I might 
do much about it, but that I might have the satisfaction of voting 
for it, and that we might agree upon some proper law on the sub- 
ject. I hope yet it may happen that such a law may be perfected by 
those who are to come after me, and that, too, before another pres 
dential election shall occur. But “sufficient unto the day is the ev 
thereof.” Your committee have reported a resolution that every mal 
in this body and every man in the House can fairly vote for, as 00 
forefathers voted for similar resolutions for more than half a century, 
and under which we have got along quietly in the count of the presi- 
dential votes. ae 

Although I agree with my friend from Connecticut that if I were 
framing this resolution for the first time I would leave these words 
out, I hope the amendment will not be adopted, but that the resolution 
as reported by the committee will be agreed to, and that without any 
further moditication. ’ ae 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I do not intend to detain the Senate 
by any discussion of the amendment of the Senator from Connecticut, 
but I wish to submit an observation on what the Senator from = 
has said about the impossibility of getting a law on this subject. ; 
says that seventy or eighty years ago John Marshall tried to cee 
a trouble then existing and failed; that there is in some way bo o 
herited disability upon the Con and people of the United Sta 
to escape in any way from the danger which we now quadrennia 
encounter. 


for the 
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THURMAN. I said nothing of the kind. 

Mr BLAINE. I understood the Senator to say that as John Mar- 
hall had failed in doing it, and Martin Van Buren had failed in doing 
rh seemed to be something we ought not to take any reproach to 
ourselves for not doing. "4 y : 
ovr THURMAN. If the Senator will allow me to interrupt him, I 
said that what they failed to accomplish it was no disgrace to us that 
on cannot. I did not say, however, that it would not be accom- 


lished 


I Mr. BLAINE. I do not know of any disgrace that was said to at- 
tact THURMAN. If the Senator from Maine should remain in the 
Senate—and Iam sorry he is going out of it—I have no doubt he 
would accomplish it before another presidential election. 

Mr. BLAINE. I believe he would if he could get the votes of the 
senators to go with him. I believe that any good, square, sensible 
man, and I do not profess to be anything else, could correct this if 
vou could get the two parties to forego partisan advantage. But the 
trouble is that the moment the democratic party got into possession 
of both branches of Congress at the middle period of the last four 
vears, they did not want to touch the question. I do not in this de- 
hate attribute to the democratic party anything more than I would 

‘tribute to any other party; but it somehow has fallen out in the 
history and development of this country that whereas the founders 
of the Constitution intended that Congress should have nothing w hat- 
ever to do with controlling the election of President and ¥ ice-Presi- 
dent they now have everything to do with it, and it has now fallen 
out that when a party, whether it be the republican or the democratic 
party, controls both branches of Congress and decide on a question of 
doubtful electoral votes they are apt to decide for their own candi- 


attr 
a 


4 McDONALD. On their own side? 

Mr. BLAINE. Yes, whether it isa democratic or a republican Con- 
cress. In my judgment if the elections of 1878 had given a repub- 
lican House of Representatives and we had had a democratic Senate 
we would have secured a law on this subject. If thatis any reproach 
to either party it is equally divided, and I am perfectly impartial in 
the distribution of blame. 

If we are to believe the earnest speeches made here in 1876, we were 
then right on the crater of the volcano, right where the yawning gulf 
of chaos and dissolution confronted us, and we escaped it by a make- 
shift, and a pretty rickety one it was. The Senator from Connecti- 
cut [Mr. EATON] bows assent to that statement. He and I walked 
out of this Chamber together on that pleasant winter morning when 
the bill for the electoral commission passed, having both voted against 
it. Whether it was an evil or a good, it is not worth while now to 
diseuss. If an evil, we are in the negative on that vote, on the right 
side of therecord. No matter, it was a make-shift ; it was purely and 
entirely a make-shift. It settled nothing and unsettled everything, 
and in the most important crisis that can confront any people or any 
government—the law of succession—the people of the United States 
are to-day without law. There is no rule by which this system is 
settled. The chairman of the Judiciary Committee tells us it looks 
to him like an impossibility that we can get a law on this subject. 

I do not know what may possibly be the political complexion of 
Congress for the next four years. We are going to start out with a 
republican House, but if anybody can tell me what the Senate will 
be after the 4th of March he is a wiser man thanI am. However, I 
hope there will be at least that sort of divided power which will not 
give the assurance to either political party that they will have the 
undisputed sway in 1884, or in any subsequent year, over the elect- 
oral votes, and that the patriotism of both parties will come to see 
that taxation and tariff and funding bill and public debt are all of a 
subordinate character compared with this great question, which may 
involve a civil revolution at any moment. Fortunately the present 
election was conclusively settled in the electoral college, but I ask, 
without intending the slightest offense, what chance would General 
Garfield have to be inaugurated on the 4th of March if there was a 
doubtful electoral vote that came up here, which counted one way 
would elect Hancock and counted the other way would elect Garfield ? 

Mr. FARLEY. Has the Senator come to that conclusion from the 
action of the republicans in 1876? 

Mr. BLAINE. I have come to that conclusion from things I have 
seen here and from the common frailties and common instincts of 
human nature. Ihave come to the conclusion that if this were a 
republican Congress they would decide for their candidate, and being 
4 democratic Congress they would decide for their candidate. I am 
imputing nothing to the democratic party that I do not also impute 
to the republican party. I will not impute anything to either of 
them not inherent in the weakness of human nature. With that 
‘risis staring us in the face, quadrennially returning here, and with 
that wonderful inclination or destiny which divides people about half 
= a = any given issue, the question remains undetermined. You 
Capitol an rp people by blowing a horn on the east front of the 
ane = - ate any issue to them and ten to one they will divide 
teen weld a upon it. Of the thirty-eight States in this Union nine- 
Garfield or Hancock and nineteen for Garfield. The nineteen for 

leld had a few more electoral votes than the nineteen for Hancock. 


van EATON. And the other nineteen had a few more thousand 
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Mr. BLAINE. Upon that subject I will not enter. The popular 
vote, I believe, as shown on the record, after depriving three or four 
hundred thousand American citizens of their dear right of suffrage 
gave three or four thousand popular majority for Hancock. Another 
count gives three or four thousand for Garfield ; but I am not bring- 


| ing that into discussion. The popular vote was very nearly equally 


divided ; and to-day whether there be nine or ten million voters in 
this country, speaking in rough and equal phrase, they are about one- 
half democratic and one-half republican, as the States are about the 
same, and they will in all probability remain about the same. This 
even division seems to be the natural outgrowth of republican insti 

tutions based on free discussion and seems as clearly predestined 
almost as that the world should be peopled one-half of one sex and 
one-half of the other. It so comes; and we are not escaping this 
contingency except for four years. No man knows what four years 
or one year may bring forth in the tides of political fortune. — 

Therefore, I say it is the first duty of common patriotism that both 
parties should devote themselves to a constitutional, comprehensive 
remedy and not have us present the spectacle every four years of going 
through some extraordinary contrivance by which we shall prevent 
anarchy from ingulfing the country. I think the severest strain to 
to which this country was ever subjected outside the war of the re- 
bellion was the incidents connected with the settlement of the Presi- 
dency in 1876, and I doubt whether if the term had been for a period 
of ten years this country could have found an entirely peaceful solu- 
tion. Isay that for the benefit of the gentlemen who think we ought 
to have a longer presidential term. If that had been for a ten years’ 
settlement of the Presidency I do not believe we could have had as 
peaceful an adjustment as we happily reached. We got the advan- 
tage of a short term of four years, giving a period in the near future 
in which the case might be tried over again before the high court of 
the people. The shorter the term the more content the people are to 
submit. That is why the States that have had annual elections have 
had the most peaceful administrations in this country, and why they 
have had the most peaceful political contests. I believe the honor- 
able Senator from Connecticut and myself will both live to see with 
regret that the New England States are giving up their old system 
of annual elections, and resorting to the biennial period. I believe 
the annual election of governor and Legislature in these States has 
conduced very largely to the peacefulness and harmony and success of 
their administrations as well as to the general readiness and hearti- 
ness of submission to the result by the defeated party. If beaten 
this year, in only twelve months you can try it again, and with one 
or two notable exceptions there has been very little excitement ot 
disorder consequent upon the result. 

I am very sure at all events that there has been less of unhealthy 
and dangerous excitement in States that have had annual elections 
than in any other States in the Union, and I believe that just in pro- 
portion as you elongate and lengthen the term of service of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, just in the same proportion will there be 
extraordinary agitation attendant upon it. If it were a two years’ 
term, elected as the House of Representatives is, bearing the imprint, 
as the Executive ought, of the popular branch of Congress, there 
would be less excitement than there isnow. Make the term six, eight, 
or ten years, and you increase the excitement exactly in the same 
ratio. Now wehaveafour years’ term. Itisnotlikely to be changed, 
certainly not within the lifetime of this generation; but four years 
to men who have reached forty and fifty and sixty yearscomes around 
very rapidly; it comes around rapidly to all. It will be here very 
soon again, and it will be a reproach to that side of the Chamber and 
to this, to the Senator from Ohio and to myself, and to all of us, it 
there be not something done to relieve the country from the appre 
hension of what occurred in 1876, and what may occur again if no 
wise forecast be taken to prevent it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, the committee were anxious to avoid 
any unnecessary question of controversy at this late hour before 
the counting of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President 
Hence we went back to the form of resolution which has obtained 
since this Government was first established. I will read the resolu 
tion adopted on the 11th of February, 1793: 

That the two Houses shall assemble in the Senate Chamber 
next, at twelve o'clock ; that one person shall be appointed a teller, on the part of 
the Senate, to make a list of the votes as they shall be declared ; that the result 
shall be delivered to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state of 
the vote, and the persons elected, to the two Houses assembled as aforesaid 
which shall be deemed a declaration of the persons elected President and Vic« 
President, and, together with a list of the votes, be entered on the Journals of t} 
two Houses. 

That language “as they shall be declared” has been incorporated 
in every resolution under which a presidential count has taken place 
down to the adoption of the famous twenty-second joint rule with- 
out any departure whatsoever; and as the Senator from Ohio has 
very well remarked, no one heretofore seems to have been apprehen- 
sive that these words in this resolution either conferred on the Pres 
dent of the Senate any peculiar power to count or denied to him an 
powertocount. It was a mere method of procedure without a declat 
ation of the opinion of the Houses upon the question at all. 

The committee have undertaken to arrange a programme or an 
order of business, and they have not gone beyond that duty. They 
might very well have incorporated into this resolution a number 
of incidental questions which by possibility may arise on Wednes- 
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day next; but feeling that the time was too short to engage in a 
discussion of that kind, and knowing that both Houses of Congress 
had consumed a large amount of time in the debate of various propo- 
sitions which have been brought forward in different forms, both of 
legislation and of joint rules, the committee thought that it was its 
duty at this time to confine itself to the arrangement of a method or 
programme of business, a mere order of procedure ; and they have 
gone back to the first resolution that was ever adopted and have 
taken the very words from that resolution which are found in this, 
and which the honorable Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Eaton] now 
moves to strike out. I have such profound respect for his judgment, 
and also for his patriotism and for his sincere regard for the discharge 
of his constitutional duties as a Senator, that whenever that honor- 
able Senator presents a question to my consideration I stop to think 
whether or not my preconceived opinions may not be in error; but 
on this proposition I think that the committee are not in error. I 
think the honorable Senator will not accomplish what he desires to 
do by striking out this language in the resolution and inserting what 
he proposes to insert. ? : 

I had the honor to lay before the Senate the resolution to which 
the Senator from Connecticut referred, in regard to the powers anda 
definition of the powers of the President of the Senate in counting 
the votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the United 
States; and I assure that honorable Senator that at a proper time I 
expect to ask the Senate to take that resolution up and pass it; but, 
whether the Senate shall pass it or whether it shall refuse to passit, 
we shall still, if we adopt the resolution that the committee now 
offer, have a mode of procedure by which this great constitutional 
duty can be performed. I think that there is no difficulty in the 
situation; at least none that will be met by the amendment that the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut now submits. 

As to the duty of the Senate and House of Representatives to have 
proceeded heretofore to have made some definite declaration of law 
on this subject, I coneur fully with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
BLAINE.] Perhaps he and I might differ about the method of arriv- 
ing at that result, whether by a joint rule of the two Houses or by 
legislation, but if we had any difference at all it would be a difference 
that would base itself on our different opinions in respect of our au- 
thority under the Constitution of the United States. 

But the complaint, although it may be wise and proper in reference 
to the conduct of the two Houses heretofore, is not one that has any 
bearing at this moment of time except to disturb our counsels and to 
prevent us from arriving at an agreement between the two Houses 
under which this important constitutional duty shall be performed. 
The Senator from Maine has noreal right to complain of any one more 
than himself on this subject. He and I have been in the Senate to- 


gether ever since I came here, and I have not yet heard that the honor- 
able Senator had brought forward a proposition of law, a constitu- 
tional amendment, a joint rule, a concurrent resolution, or anything 


of the sort for the purpose of regulating this great subject. In last 
May, when the Senatehad under discussion the joint rule which I had 
the honor to report from a committee, and a substitute was offered by 
the honorable Senator from Vermont, whereby he proposed to substi- 
tute a law for that joint rule, the law being in all essential particu- 
larities the same with the joint rule, I did not hear the honorable 
Senator from Maine rise and urge either proposition or deliver before 
the country the remarks which he has favored us with this morning in 
reference to the duty of the two Houses. There are Senators here 
who have been urging this question day in and day out from the time 
I have been here. The honorable Senator from Vermont [Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS] has devoted an immense amount of labor to this very ques- 
tion, and no opportunity has been allowed to escape him for urging 
before the Senate the duty of arriving at some conclusion which 
would settle all of these grave disputed and unsettled questions be- 
tween the Houses; but it is nowtoo late. We may lay the fault 
upon the one party or the other, upon one man or upon another, but 
how shall our faults of the past excuse us from our present duty of 
coming to an agreement as to the order of business under which we 
can perform this important function ? 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Mr. President, I desire to say to my friend 
from Connecticut that I agree thoroughly with the views expressed 
by him, and I think a very large majority of the Senate fully concur 
with him; but I submit to my friend whether it would be better to 
urge that now—whether, indeed, it would not make the views which 
he and I both entertain appear weaker than they are, because we dis- 
cover from the course of this debate that quite a number of gentle- 
men who coneur in the opinion he expresses will not vote for his 
amendment, whereby a record may be made which may make it ap- 
pear that his amendment is weaker than it is. I say to my friend 
that we are not engaged now in building a permanent structure over 
this terrible stream; we are crossing on a ponton; we are fixing a 
ponton to cross over because we have got to cross right away, and 
we think a ponton will carry us over because the waters are very 
quiet. When we are over this time, then we propose to put up a per- 
manent and a stable structure, and of sauna for one will be in favor 
of doing so, incorporating the idea very clearly suggested by my 
friend from Connecticut; but in the mean time I do not want the idea 
weakened by what may appear on the recorded vote. 

I will announce one other thing which may seem a little extraordi- 
nary, and that is that I have very great pleasure in agreeing with 
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almost everything said this morning by the Senator ine 

I think it is a good augury for the atarg that we ee ' om 
agree. It may be that the lion and the lamb are Ming to lie i y 
together; of course the Senator from Maine being the lion. Ifa.” 
shall pass over all these future troubles without any difficult ae 
wey will be safe; there is no doubt about that. 75 the 

I will say one thing that is corroboratory of what the Sen, 

Maine said, as to the duty of both parties to Provide by aia fn 
fixed and well-considered legislation against the recurrence of ‘he 
dangerous troubles to which he alluded and which we aj] felt ' > 
saw. I think that both parties are somewhat to blame that this has 
not been done, My excellent friend from Alabama says that m ch 
has been done or intended to be done by the Senator from Wena . 
and by gentlemen on this side of the Chamber, to provide proper levi : 
lation upon thissubject during the last four years. That is true: mt 
has been done, but Isay to the Senatorfrom AlabamathatIdo not think 
that is any answer to the proposition suggested by the Senator from 
Maine, because in truth, stripping ourselves of all party feeling ang 
looking at this matter with perfect impartiality, we must admit that 
what was attempted to be done by that side of the Chamber was look. 
ing very carefully to contingencies which would give them the ad. 
vantage in the count; and I am free to confess that looking to what 
was attempted on this side of the Chamber we were not blind to cop. 
tingencies which might give us theadvantage ; and I think it go turned 
out. If we look at the attempts that have been made by the respect. 
ive sides during the last four years we shall come to the conclusion 
that each side was looking as much to the term of its own party as 
it was to providing for a difficulty common to the whole country. 
That is my honest judgment about it ; and as the Senator from Maine 
has made a most excellent speech I thought I would second his motion, 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I do not agree with my honorable 
friend from Connecticut as to the intent of the words in this resoly. 
tion which he proposes to strike out. The language of the resolution 
as reported from the committee is “that two persons be a pointed 
tellers on the part of the Senate and two on the part of the House of 
Representatives to make a list of the votes as they shall be declared,” 
The latter words, “as they shall be declared” are those which my 
friend proposes to strike out. I cannot agree with him that the in- 
tendment of those words in any way conveys the idea of a release of 
power or control over the count by the two Houses of Congress. Ii 
I thought so, I should vote for his amendment; but I do not see any 
necessity, in view of the fact that the resolution now before the Sen- 
ate has a precedent, following straight in the line of the unbroken 
usage and history of the Government, for changing words to which 
no such meaning has been attached and from which no such effect 
can be logically deduced as my friend from Connecticut seems to 
apprehend. 

From the foundation of the Government down to the present day, 
from the first counting of the electoral votes for George Washington 
until the last count in 1877, no case can be found in which the con- 
trol of the count of the vote, the ascertainment and declaration of 
that vote, was not wholly and solely controlled by the two Honses 
of Congress. There never has been a day in the history of this coun- 
try when it was conceded by any one act in that history that the 
Vice-President of the United States ex officio presiding officer of this 
body, or some other officer appointed by the Senate, and by the Senate 
alone asthe President pro tempore, has undertaken to control or ascer- 
tain theelectoral votes given for President and Vice-President. There- 
fore it would be a solecism, worse than a solecism, it would be a fatal 
precedent changing the very genius and character of this Government 
whereby the action of a whole people proceeding under an elector! 
system should dissolve itself in the will, the caprice, the power ol 
one man. Sir, when the day may come that one man shell under 
take of his own will to decide what has been the result of an elec- 
tion and to count or not count the proofs of a people’s action, then 
the shadow of a republic will exist, but the substance of an imperial 
government, ¢ 

In the present case I do not propose to prolong the discussion by 
considering whether the two Houses may act under a joint rule, 0 
action by consent for them to put in operation the powers vested in 
them by the Constitution, or whether it should take the form of legis 
lation. I do not propose to enter upon that subject. There ar 
obvious reasons why the executive power of this Government ought 
not to have voice or control in the choice of its successor. Tle his- 
tory of this Government is against it; the reason of this Government 
is against it. When the two Houses are exercising this great pow", 
whatever it may be, it is not a power of legislation ; it is the powe? 
of which they are the special constitutional depositaries, and they 
act in it without the consent and beyond the control of the executv® 
branch of the Government. And such has been the history of this ae 
ernment until 1876, when under the form of law a special act was 1% , 
to meet a time of great peril and public anxiety. That act has passe’ 
into history so far as its own provisions are concerned, but one prec’ 
dent was made by that act which was but confirmatory of the history 
of the Government. Under the act of 1877 the control of the counting 
and the ascertainment of the votes for President and Vice-Presiden 
was assumed by and wholly committed to the two Houses of an 
to the exclusion of the presiding officer of the Senate. Itis true t r 
they chose to delegate their powers, for convenience’ sake, to the the 
cision of an electoral tribunal, two-thirds of which was drawn from 
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+wo Houses of Congress and the other third from the Supreme Court of 
-he United States. They delegated to that tribunal all the powers of 
the two Houses in judging of the competency of the electoral votes ; 
shat is tosay, they were to ascertain and declare which were the votes 
- svided for by the Constitution ; but the finding of that electoral tri- 
snnal was not final; it was reversible by the joint action of the two 
Houses; and therefore it was but a delegation sud conditione. The 
“re er came back again to the two Houses, who had the power to 


Saale any finding of that tribunal, which had been created for the 
purpose of the more convenient argument and decision of vexed ques- 
purpor 


‘ions, reducing the number of the court for the purposes of adminis- 
trative convenience. = 
In the present case a joint rule was adopted a year ago by the Sen- 
ate and sent to the House of Representatives, from which it has not 
returned. Further than that I have no parliamentary right to speak. 
It has not been adopted. That rule has been discussed in this body. 
It assumes no new control over this subject. It did attempt to pro- 
vide for certain dangerous contingencies and to settle them in an 
orderly, lawful, and just manner. I do here aver that the joint rule 
which passed the Senate in May, 1880, is in my judgment in perfect 
eonsonance with and subordination to the spirit and letter of the 
Constitution, and in accordance with the usage and precedent of con- 
oressional action over the subject of electoral votes; but it has been 
jeclared to be otherwise, and the couutry has been misinformed upon 
the subject. There has been misrepresentation by the public press 
ind elsewhere upon this subject, so that an obstruction has been cre- 
ated to the orderly count of the vote under that rule by the two 
Houses; and there it stands. F P 

Then what is the duty of the Senate? What is the duty of every 
man, Whether of the minority or majority party of the Senate? In 
my judgment it is plain: to do that which under the circumstances 


i 


will in the best manner promote the honest declaration of the last 
presidential election, and give to the candidates who have received 
the highest number of electoral votes such a declaration as shall place 
them fully, substantially, fairly in the offices to which they have 
peen elected. That is all there is of it. That is all that the present 
action under this resolution is designed to effect. It proposes that 
we shall not meet as a mob or meet without pre-arrangement, but 
shall meet in accordance with that decent, orderly, respectful prece- 
dent, which is the line of our country’s history, and proceed to make 
declaration of the great powers conferred by the act of a great peo- 
ple in a simple and yet in a dignified and orderly manner. This reso- 
ation has thatintent and no more. It has that object and none other. 
rhe language in which it is couched is that which time has shown 
as subserved similar purposes in the past. Why, then, not follow it? 

When the question comes before the Senate now or at any time, 

hether it is competent for the Vice-President to assume this power, 
whatever it may be, which the Constitution has given to the two 
Houses to assume to declare, to control, to ascertain the result made 
ly the action of the electoral colleges throughout the country, I shall 
then stand in firm opposition to such an idea, contesting it at every 

int as revolutionary and dangerous, and I shall stand with the solid 

story of this, country at my back to prove that when such an act 
shall be attempted it will be a violation of the history of the coun- 
try, of the constitutional rights of the two Houses, and in the face of 
the spirit of representative popular government. 

[have said this much to explain why it is I shall not vote for the 
amendment of the honorable Senator from Connecticut. I wish by 
taking a precedent so consecrated by time and usage as that which 
las been brought into the Senate, that all opportunity for cavil or 
tor denial shall be taken from those who I am afraid to think have 
sought occasions for both. I do not wish that there should be room 
left for doubt as to what is the purpose of the majority of this 
body in bringing forward a resolution like this. It is to act upon a 
resolution which has been time tried and tested, every word of which 
has been weighed, and the consequences of which have been known. 
It isthat there shall be nothing new, nothing left to morbid imagina- 
‘ion or to just suspicion, but that by following the language which 
lias led and controlled in the times of the past, we may know as near 
as men may know what is to be the result of its use in the future. I 
ave no other view than that ; I am clear that those who are present 
on this side have not; and I beg my friend from Connecticut to be- 
eve that there is nothing in the intent which he supposes attaches 
to this language that can for a moment be a basis for the argument 
Mat there iS & Suggestion that the power exists in any one man in 
this Gov ernment, the Vice-President of the United States or the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, to ascertain and control the count 
of the electoral votes except it is under the power and control of the 
‘wo Houses of Congress. 
Air. EATON, Mr. President, I have no doubt of the entire honesty 
“uc purity of the honorable Senator from Delaware ; I have no doubt 
tat he entirely believes that the passage of the resolution as offered 
yy the committee is all that the public ought to demand; but I 
veg to Say that I differ with him in that matter, and honestly differ. 
‘ly friend says that four years ayo, in the case of the Electoral Com- 
mission, the constitutional powers belonging to the Senate and House 
Cuties eanntatives were delegated to a body unknown to the Consti- 
body wena t at even then they took steps to determine that that 
Presid Ud not permit the Vice-President of the United States or the 

*sident ef the Senate to use this power. Why take any steps todo 
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it if that has been the order and rule of the Government for three- 
quarters of a century? If it was necessary to do it in the establish- 
ment of an Electoral Commission in 1877, why not do it now, and let 
it stand as a precedent for all coming time? 

The honorable Senator from Delaware says that there never has 
been a time, from the inauguration of George Washington down to 
the present time, when any power of this sort was given to » Vice- 
President, or a President of the Senate, or any other body. Perhaps 
the very nature of the circumstances demanded the action, but he 
surely forgets that the Senate of the United States, or else I am greatly 
mistaken, before the first inauguration of General Washington did 
appoint an individual whose sole duty was to count and declare the 
vote. 

Mr. BAYARD. My friend is right in the letter but not in the spirit. 
The Senate did pass a resolution appointing John Langdon the Pres- 
ident pro tempore of the Senate for that purpose only. 

Mr. EATON. I understand it. 

Mr. BAYARD. But that was before the Government was organ- 
ized. There must be a time to set machinery in motion before you 
can speak of oe peace on which the machinery proceeds. 

Mr. EATON. believe I observed that it may have been abso- 
lutely necessary for the Senate to do something, but they did assume 
a power that was not given them by the Constitution when they 
did it. 

Mr. BAYARD. But even John Langdon was the appointee of one 
of the Houses of Congress. If he could have acted ex mero motu, by 
his own power, they could not have intended to require of him to 
attempt this thing as the agent of the Houses of Congress. The idea 
I wish to convey is that whatever power has been exercised has 


either been by the two Houses, or by those who were their appointees, 
and there never has been an origination of action on the part of the 
Vice-President, or anybody else, in relation to this count. The power 
has proceeded originally from the two Houses whenever this subject 
came up. If there were tellers to be appointed it was by resolution 
of the Houses. If the two Houses were to meet it was aresolution of 
the two Houses that caused them to meet. When did the Vice-Pres- 
ident ever summon the two Houses to meet him? They always sum- 
mon him to meet them ; that is to say, they have brought him as the 
ministerial agent, with the certificates in his possession, to open them 
in their presence, and then they were counted under their control. 

Mr. EATON. I propose to keep it there. 

Mr. BAYARD. I propose so, too. 

Mr. EATON. My amendment does that, and you will not have any 
ponton bridge to pass over four years hence, about which my friend 
from Georgia speaks, if you adopt the proper language of the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. We will put down an iron bridge before 
the next four years. 

Mr. EATON. Either my friend from Delaware is greatly mistakea 
orIam. I see the honorable Senator from Vermont takes a book in 
his hand; I have not referred to the fact in years, but in my judg- 
ment the Senate did assume of itself to appoint John Langdon to 
count the votes, without going to the House of Representatives and 
asking them to join in that count at all. If my friend from Vermont 
has it, I shall be glad to hear it. If I am incorrect, I wish some Sen- 
ator who has a recollection of the matter would stato the fact. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is a record of it. 

Mr. EATON. There isa record of it, I suppose, and my recollection 
of that record is that it was the action of the Senate alone and by 
itself, without any action upon the part of the other House. 

Mr. INGALLS. May I read the order for the information of th 
Senator? 

Mr. EATON. I should be very glad to hear it. 

Mr. INGALLS. It is as follows: 

Ordered, That Mr. Ellsworth inform the House of Representatives that a quo- 
rum of the Senate is formed; that a President is elected for the sole purpose of 
opening the certificates and counting the votes of the electors of the several States 
in the choice of a President and Vice-President of the United States ; and that the 
Senate is now ready in the Senate Chamber to proceed, in the presence of the 
House, to discharge that duty. 

Mr. EATON. Exactly; just as I supposed it was; precisely word 
for word ; absolutely. The Senate appointed John Langdon to do a 
certain thing, and that was to open and count the votes. They did 
not ask the House of Representatives to join with them in appoint- 
ing John Langdon, but they notified the House of his appointment. 

Mr. BLAINE. Will my friend submit to another interruption in 
aid of his argument ? 

Mr. EATON. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAINE. The Senator from Kansas did not read quite all, 
and left out a very significant part: 

And that the Senate have appointed one of their members to sit at the Clerk's 
table to make a list of the votes as they shall be declared ; submitting # to the wis- 
dom of the House to appoint one or more of their members for the like purpose. 

That is, they might do it if they chose, but the Senate would go on 
whether they did or not. 

Mr. EATON. Certainly, the Senate assumed to do it. Isam very 
well aware that that was the commencement of the Government, and 
that therefore there must have been certain action taken at that 
time that would be utterly indefensible now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why so? 

Mr. EATON. If my friend really and honestly asks me “why 60,” 
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I would ask him if he proposes to pen a resolution appointing the 
President of the Senate to go into the House of Representatives and 
count the votes, or if he proposes to send a messenger to the House 
of Representatives that they may come in here if they please and 
witness a count of the votes for President and Vice-President by the 
President of the Senate, notifying them that the Senate hasappointed 
him to do it? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think my friend, the Senator from Connecti- 
cut, misunderstood my question or the meaning of it. He was say- 
ing that it was a necessity at that time, if I understood him. 

Mr. EATON. I did say so. I said it might have been then a neces- 


sity. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I was desirous of knowing, there being a Senate 
and House of Representatives existing, what were the peculiar cir- 
cumstances that made it necessary that the Senate should pass the 
resolution that it did in that way rather than the one that has ob- 
tained a good deal of the time since, and I asked in perfect sincerity, 
in order to get the views of the Senator. 

' Mr. EATON. I suppose it was because they had not yet learned to 
do the business accurately, giving to each House its proper power, if 
each House has proper power. I simply alluded to that to show that 
this thing had once been done in the history of the country. It may 
be done again. There are Senators on this floor—I know more than 
one or two; I will not say how many—who believe, honestly believe, 
that the Constitution of the United States gives the President of the 
Senate, not only the right to open the certificates, but to count the 
votes. My friend does not; Ido not. Men of high character, good 
lawyers, honest men, patriotic men do assert that right ; and there- 
fore I say that the majority of the Senate, if they believe as I believe, 
ought always to stamp their disapprobation upon such a theory. It 
may be necessary to adopt a constitutional amendment in order that 
this matter may be properly and finally determined. I do not know but 
that my honorable friend from Maine is right in that regard. I knowI 
suggested four years ago that, in my judgment, in order to settle this 
matter beyond all question, there should be a constitutional amend- 
ment; and then honest men, patriotic men, would not differ with re- 
rard to the meaning of the Constitution. There is a difference now. 
fy friend from Delaware entertains an opinion different from mine. 
Very likely he is correct; very likely Iam wrong; but I must be 
governed by my own convictions of constitutional right and consti- 
tutional law, however weak I may be, and however wrong those con- 
victions may be. 

I would do what is necessary to-day not because there is any doubt 
with regard to who will be declared elected President and Vice-Pres- 
ident; I have no doubt, no sane, sensible man has any doubt on that 
subject; but in God’s name let us do it right. 


Set a precedent, estab- 
lish a rule, and let us all vote for it, a rule that determines that the 
officer presiding over this body has nothing to do with the count of 


the votes. Let it go down to our successors. My public life will be 
over in thirty days. I go out of this body never to return, never 
under any circumstances. My public life is ended. I go out of it 
devotedly attached to the Constitution of our common country. I 
shall make no motion, offer no amendment, utter no word that in my 
judgment is not necessary in order to maintain that instrument in its 
full power and to maintain the honor of our common country. 

Mr. President, if I vote alone, I shall vote against the resolution as 
it is constituted, hoary though it may be with age, covered all over 
though it may be with the barnacles of the past. I will not vote for 
it any more than I would vote, if I were here four years hence, for 
another electoral commission. God help us, there is precedent for an 
electoral commission. 

A word now in regard to a remark made by the honorable Senator 
from Ohio. He says if he had lived seventy-five years ago and had 
been called upon to draw a resolution on this subject, he would not 
have drawn it as this is. He ought not todraw it now, then. With 
the experience of seventy-five years, let a change be made. If it was 
wrong then, it is wrong now. Age does not make it right. Why 
would he have drawn it differently ? Because it does not express his 
opinion, I apprehend, and for no other reason. 

Then, how did he meet my amendment? He met my amendment 
in this way, with this language, that under no circumstances would 
he vote for my amendment, because there might be a bogus return 
coming here from Oregon or somewhere, and that bogus return would 
be opened by the President of the Senate. What has that to do with 
my amendment? If there are forty bogus returns, they have noth- 
ing to do with it. When a bogus return is read, as it may be, either 
under my amendment or under the resolution without my amend- 
ment, the two Honses will object, and that will be the end of the bogus 
return. It has nothing to do either with the original resolution or 
with the amendment which I have had the honor to offer. It does 
not meet the question. 

I did not intend to detain the Senate for the time that I have con- 
sumed, but before leaving the floor I want to say one word further in 
regard to another part of this resolution. My friend from Georgia— 
and he knows how highly I esteem him—and my friend from Ohio 
have both said that the vote of Georgia cannot be counted. Now, I 
agree with my friend from Arkansas and my friend from Florida who 
have spoken on that question. I am not going into the argument of 
the question. I think I can sustain them beyond a doubt, or a possi- 
bility of contradiction in my own mind that the vote of Georgia has 


a right to be counted, that a declaratory law of Congres: - 
franchise a million of re that a one declaratory law of Con, ms 
cannot disfranchise New York, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts 
they happen to err in the day on which they voted. ButI will oo 
take time. I simply wish to say that I agree with my friends a 
Florida and Arkansas. , som 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Will my friend from Connecticut 
to ask him a question ? 

Mr. EATON. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I concur fully with him that no law of Con 
gress can disfranchise a State ; but may a State not fail to make he, 
vote available by her own failure to comply with the law ? F 

Mr. EATON. Ihave not time to argue the question now; |; I 
want to say just this one word, and I want to commend it ¢ 
friend from Georgia and my friend from Ohio, and that is, ; 
vote of Georgia was cast a week behind time, born a little too late 
if the vote of Georgia would have elected Winfield Scott Hancock 
President of the United States, we would have found a way to coyp; 
that vote. I will not argue the constitutionality of the question to. 
day at all; but agreeing as I did in a great deal that was said by my 
honorable friend from Maine, I rather think that the distinguishe) 
Senator from Ohio and my good friend from Georgia and I and ql! 
the rest of us would have found some way to count that vote, " 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I agree very cordially with the las: 
remark of my friend from Connecticut, and if there had been a re. 
publican majority on this side—I want to match him in frankness— 
we should have found overwhelming reasons for rejecting the vote 
of Georgia. [Laughter.] 

The Senator from Alabama spoke in rather reproachful terms that 
I had done nothing in regard to what I had stated was a great public 
want. 

Mr. MORGAN. I beg to say to the honorable Senator that I was 
apologizing for him; I was not reproaching him. 

Mr. BLAINE. Ido not know that a committee can be appointed 
now to reach over the recess; but I give notice that on the first day 
of the spring session of the Senate, as there will probably be one, | 
shall move for the raising of a committee of the Senate—of which I aw 
not willing to be a member—a committee of five, to sit during the 
recess and report on the first Monday of December next a remedy for 
this evil. I am going to make it an impartial committee. I want to 
have two republicans on it and two democrats, and the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Davis] for chairman. [Laughter.] 

That will be organized as fairly as the electoral commission, to say 
the least; and then if I could instruct that committee, I would say, 
in answer to the intimation of the honorable Senator from Delaware 
that I should be a member, that nothing but a constitutional amend- 
ment can remedy the difficulty, and one of the first points of that 
amendment should be that, whereas the electoral system of counting 
must be maintained, yet I believe that one of the first steps should 
be to allow the voter of this country to put the name of the President 
and Vice-President on his ticket for whom he votes instead of doing 
it through the medium of electors. California was honestly earried 
by Hancock. Why should Hancock be deprived of one of the votes 
of California because there was a prejudice against Judge Terry? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It was because the voters preferred to have (ar- 
field President than Terry elector. 

Mr. BLAINE. Yes, but that is nota fair consideration, evenif you 
admit the force of it, which would bea very great stretch of the imagi- 
nation. Garfield honestly carried Indiana, and yet by a mere sliding 
up and down of one of the names of the electors, he came very neat 
being deprived of a vote there. This election was not so close that 
a single vote here or there made any difference; but it was the single 
elector over which we had the fight in 1876; and had either of these 
incidents occurred in 1876 it would have caused great convulsion in 
the country. There isnot one voterin the United States out of every tev, 
taking the people by and large as we run, who understands the elect- 
oral system or ever gave any attention to it. Those who have stood 
around the polls on election day, as all good citizens ought to do, have 
not failed to note when an intelligent man comes up and asks for a 
ticket and you hand it to him, he is very apt to say, “ I want to vote 
for Garfield; I donotsee his name here.” Another man wants to vote 
for Hancock; why should he not have the right to do it directly. 

I undertake further to say that in as large a State as New York 0! 
Pennsylvania or Ohio or Illinois, where the electoral vote runs from 
twenty-one to thirty-five, there is not one voter in every ten thousand 
in the State who knows the ticket he votes so far that he can certily 
the correctness of the names he has voted for—not one. The last 
week of a campaign now in a presidential election consists large! 
in placarding every advertising stand in the country with great 
illuminated names of the electors, and warning every republicad 
voter of the deep, intense villainy of the democracy, who want - 
slip a wrong name on the ticket; and the democracy, to repay * 
compliment, have great placards out warning their voters of t , 
intentional scoundrelism of the republicans; and so it goes on both 
sides. 

Mr. EATON. Is there no truth in that? oan ie 

Mr. BLAINE. I am not discussing that, neither affirming nor oe 
nying it. But even if you post up an illuminated list of the — 
and hand the ticket to the voter, so few people haveever been train E 
to the art of proof-reading that not even then would one voter 1 


allow me 
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ewenty-tive be able to say in an electoral vote for twenty-five men 
whether the names were correctly transcribed on the ticket he held 
n his hand. As long as you maintain the system of voting by elect- 
ors, just so long you are offering an enormous temptation for all kinds 
of irregularity, all kinds of trickery, as is practiced to a large extent, 
od attempted to be practiced to a still larger extent, but happily 
defeated by the vigilance of one side or the other from proving very 

5 disast rous. ; : : ; . 
. That would be the first contribution I would make to this commit- 
-oe, which the Senator from Illinois, I am sure, will gracefully pre- 
side over; and the next I would make would be that I would go back 
+o the early system of voting by districts. I do not believe anything 
; ea was ever contemplated by the framers of the Constitution. I do 
: not believe that the vote of a State should be submerged when it is 
sbout equally divided, by an accidental majority of a few thousand, 
ont of a million of voters, saying that the whole electoral vote of New 
York shall go either one way or the other. It was a party necessity 
that overthrew it under the leadership of one of the greatest parti- 
cons the country has ever produced, Mr. Van Buren. Things were 
3 reverst dthen. The State of New York was democratic, the city of 
: New York was whig; they were voting by districts and carried an 


incomfortable minority for the whig side; but with a general vote | tives to make a list of the votes as they shall be declared,” &c., 
hat city could be submerged; andsoitwasdone. Now, inthe whir- | 


+ of time, it has just turned around, and rural New York is repub- | 


‘can and the city of New York is largely democratic. 
{ do not pretend to touch upon the mode of securing a fair count 


nd a fair return; I do not pretend to have digested in one moment 


:yon my feet that which has bafiled the ingenuity of so many lawyers | 





nd statesmen for these many years, but I am very sure that a com- 
mittee of this body can be found who will be able to prepare a scheme 
shat, wrought into a constitutional amendment, will guard the future 


vere to-day, and I believe it would give the widest possible satisfac- 
tion if the people could have restored to them the district system of 
voting and the individual voter could have bestowed upon him the 
right to know precisely who it was that he was voting for, and have 
the name plainly printed upon his ticket. It is not in the least de- 
cree in contliet with counting by the electoral system and harmonizing 
it precisely as well as though you put the name of a blank man—for 
the elector has become that merely—upon the ticket, instead of the 
name of the presidential elector. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
F ment of the committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. 
entirely with the Senator from Connecticut in the amendment he has 
offered as a separate proposition, yet in view of existing circum- 
stances I apprehend very seriously that the adoption of his amend- 
ment in this particular emergency may endanger the passage of the 
resolution by the time required, and I prefer, as a practical man, not 
todo that. I think we had better adhere to the resolution as re- 
ported. 

The Secretary proceeded to cali the roll. 

Mr. BAILEY, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. PADDOCK] on all political questions. I 
do not know how far that extends, and I prefer not to vote. 

Mr. EATON, (when his name was called.) On all political ques- 


tions lam paired with the Senator from New York, [ Mr. CONKLING ;] | 
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| to remark that, not wishing to take up time, I did not say anything 


| 


in respect to my vote upon the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Connecticut. I voted for it, however, with pleasure, but for 
entirely different reasons, as I presume other Senators did, from those 
stated by the Senator from Connecticut. That is all I wish to say. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 


| reported by the committee as amended. 


| 


this country against the dangers which we bave been discussing | 


oftered by the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. EATON] to the amend- | 


I simply rise to say that while I concur | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. There is one amendment that I think ought to be 
made that I presume will not meet with any opposition from the 
Senator in charge of the measure. The amendment as it now stands 
is simply this in its opening clause, and that is all to which I shall 
refer now : 

That the two Houses of Congress shall assemble in the Hall of the House of Re p 
resentatives on Wednesday, the 9th of February, 1#81, at twelve o'clock m. 

I think it would be well to put in “meridian” there instead of “m.,” 
and I presume there will be no objection to that being changed by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MORGAN. Of course not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then “and the President of the Senate shall be 
the presiding officer; that two persons be appointed tellers on the 
part of the Senate and two on the part of the House of Representa- 


without stating what they are, what the vetes are for. 
mittee has followed the resolution of 1837, it is perfectly true; but 
at the same time it is rather loose. Therefore I move to amend by 
inserting in the third line of the matter printed in italics after the 
word “meridian” the words ‘pursuant to the requirement of the 
Constitution and laws relating to the election of President and Vice- 
President of the United States,” so as to attach it to the occasion. It 
is a mere matter of form to make it more clear. It looks rather bald 
as it is. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have no objection to those words being inserted. 

The PRESIDING OFFIGER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. HOAR. I think that is a most excellent amendment, because 
it exactly marks the distance which the resolution goes in pursuance 
of the Constitution and indicates that the remainder of the resolu- 
tion is not in accordance therewith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. I think there is no objection to that. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on adopting the 
amendment of the committee as amended. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The com- 


The question is on the resolution as 
i 


| amended. 


The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. So it was 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 1. That the two 
Houses of Congress shall assemble in the Hall of the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday, the 9th of February, 1881, at twelve o'clock meridian, pursuant to the 
requirement of the Constitution and laws relating to the election of President and 
Vice-President of the United States, and the President of the Senate shall be the 
presiding officer ; that two persons be appointed tellers on the part of the Senate 
and two on the part of the House of Representatives to make a list of the votes as 
they shall be declared ; that the result shall be delivered to the President of the 
Senate, who shall announce the state of the vote, and the persons elected, to the 


| two Houses assembled as aforesaid, which shall be deemed a declaration of the 


; but from the position assumed heretofore by the Senator from New | 


E York on this question, I have no doubt that his opinion would coin- 


cide with mine, and therefore I vote “ yea. 
Mr. TELLER, (when his name was called.) I am paired on politi- 
al questions with the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Brown.] As this 
does not strike me as being a political question, I vote “yea.” 
The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 27, nays 33; as follows: 





YEAS—2i. 
saldwit Eaton, Logan, Pugh, 
Blair Edmunds, McDonald Saunders, 
Bruce Hill of Colorado, McMillan, Teller, 
Burnside, Hoar, McPherson, Vest, 
Cameron of Wis., Ingalls, Morrill, Williams, 
Cockrell, Kellogg, Pendleton, Windom, 
Dawes Kirkwood, Pluml 
NAYS—33. 
Farley, Jones of Florida, Slater, 
Garland, ) Thurman, 
Groome, Vance, 
Hampton, Voorhees, 
Harris, Walker, 
nk? Hereford, Randolph, Withers. 
Stee ie ee Hill of Georgia, Ransom, 
Javis of Tilinois, Johnston, Rollins, 
Davis of W. Va.. Jonas, Saulsbury 


ABSENT—106. 


Bailey Cameron of Pa., Grover, Paddock, 
Blaine, Carpenter, Hamlin, Sharon, 
Booth, Con ling, Jones of Nevada, Wallace, 
Brown, Ferry, Maxey, Whyte. 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not rise to offer any amendment but simply 


persons elected President and Vice-President of the United States 
with a list of votes, be entered on the Joarnals of the two Houses. 
2. Thatif it shall appear that any votes of electors for President or Vice-Presi 
dent of the United States have been given on a day other than that fixed for cast 
ing such votes by act of Congress, in pursuance of the Constitution of the United 


: and, together 


| States, if the counting or omitting to count such votes shall not essentially change 


the result of the election, they shall be reported by the President of the Senate in 
the following manner: Were the votes of electors cast on the day of , 
1880, to be counted, the result would be for A B for President of the United States 
—— votes, and for C D for President of the United States —— votes 
the result would be for A Lb for President of the United States ~ votes, and for 
C D for President of the United States —— votes; but in either event —— is 
elected President of the United States. And in the same manner for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 


if not counted, 





PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senate resumes the considera- 
tion of the special order, which is the unfinished business that has 
been laid aside informally, the Indian severalty bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No; the pension appropriation bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the pending order, Mr. President ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending order is the pension 
appropriation bill, for which the Indian severalty bill was tempora- 
rily laid aside. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I hope the Senator from Ohio will 
withdraw that and let us finish the appropriation bill. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If I can get the ear of the Senate 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio, which is not debatable. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Allow me to appeal to the Senator from Ohie 
fora moment. I may be compelled to be absent from the Senate to- 
morrow. I desire to submit some remarks, which will occupy about 
twenty minutes, on the measure proposed to the Senate by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, [Mr. WITHERS, ] and if the Senate will allow me 
to do so now, I shall be much obliged. 
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Mr. THURMAN. There is so much disorder that I cannot hear a 
word, The Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGaN] has the floor on the 
pension bill. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I will make the appeal to him when I get achance. 
If the Senator from Ohio will withdraw his motion, I shall then ask 
the kindness of the Senator from Illinois to oceupy fifteen or twenty 
minutes now, because I may be compelled to leave the city to-mor- 
row, and if I can be allowed to be heard to-night I shall embrace the 
opportunity of doing so, because I suppose the bill will be disposed 
of to-morrow. 

Mr. THURMAN. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. LOGAN. If it can be understood that I shall have the floor, 
of course I have no objection. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Certainly. 

Mr. LOGAN. I yield to the Senator from Indiana forthat purpose, 
if the Senate will adjourn when he gets through and let me go on in 
the morning. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Certainly. 

Mr. LOGAN. Then I yield to the Senator from Indiana. ; 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1882, the pending question being whether the 
amendment offered by Mr. WiTHers was in order under Rule 29 of the 
standing rules of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. One word before the Senator from 
Indiana proceeds. The Senator from Texas [Mr. COKE] has very cor- 
rectly stated to me that the Indian severalty bill was the pending 
order. The pension bill was taken up by general consent and the 
other bill laid aside informally. I just want to correct the statement 
I made, so that no Senator need be under a misapprehension. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas has a right 
to call up his bill. 

Mr. COKE. I want it understood that the Indian severalty bill is 
laid aside informally in order to accommodate the Senator from 
Indiana on the pension bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection to lay- 


ing aside the pending order informally for the purpose of taking up 
the pension appropriation bill. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, thanking the Senator from Ohio 
and the Senator from Illinois for the opportunity of addressing the 
Senate at this time, I shall proceed to do so. 

The Commissioner of Pensions asks for additional legislation for 
the panes of preventing and detecting fraud; and a bill (No. 496) 


has been introduced at his suggestion and is now offered as an amend- 
ment to the pension appropriation bill. This bill provides for the 
appointment of a lawyer and a surgeon in each congressional district 
in the United States. There are two hundred and ninety-eight con- 
gressional districts, and the bill asks to create five hundred and 
ss Federal officers. 

t provides that in each district the lawyer and the surgeon shall 
disagree in politics. In other words, thatif a republican lawyer shal) 
be appointed a democratic surgeon shall be appointed to watch him, 
and if a democatic lawyer is appointed a republican surgeon shall 
stand guard. These examiners and surgeons are to take declarations 
and testimony of applicants for pensions and witnesses. They must 
visit each county or city in their respective districts at least three 
times a year. In addition to this they must visit such places as the 
Commissioner of Pensions may direct. In casea pensioner or witness 
is sick, the examiner and surgeon must visit him. The third section 
of the bill provides the Commissioner may dispense with tbe services 
of these lawyers and surgeons whenever he may desire. 

The next section provides for a board of surgeons, and the follow- 
ing section provides that the declaration for pensions or bounty land 
may be made precisely as it now is. The seventh section makes the 
Commissioner supreme, and the eighth provides for the appointment 
of a_kind of surgeon-general for the Pension Bureau with a salary of 
$2,500 per annum. The presumption is that this surgeon-general is 
to have the final say upon the question of disability in each case. 

You must not forget that this additional legislation is asked on the 
ground that there is not sufficient law at present to make it possible 
for the Commissioner of Pensions to prevent fraud. I will call your 
attention to the law as it now stands, and you can then determine 
whether any more legislation is absolutely necessary for the discovery 
of fraad. 

Section 4744 Revised Statutes is as follows: 

The Commissioner of Pensions is authorized to detail, from time to time, clerks 
in his office to investigate suspected attempts at fraud on the Government through 
and by virtue of the provisions of the pension laws, and to aid in prosecuting any 
person so offending, with such additional compensation as is customary in cases 
of special service; and any person so detailed shall have the power to administer 
oaths and take aflidavits in the course of any such investigation. 

It will be seen that this section authorizes the Commissioner of 
Pensions to send, if necessary, all the clerks in his office anywhere in 
the country to investigate any suspected claim, and report to him. 

Section 4471 is.as follows: 

In all cases of — for the payment of pensions to invalid pensioners to 
the 4th day of September of an odd year, the certificate of an examining surgeon 


duly appointed by the Commissioner of Pensions, or of a surgeon of the Army or 
Navy, stating the continuance of the disability for which the pension was originally 


granted, describing it, and the degree of such disability at the ti 
certificate, shall be ~~ to accompany the voucliies and a ‘dupitc 
shall be filed in the office of the Commissioner of Pensions; and if in a 
tinued disability it shall be stated at a degree below that for which 
was originally granted or was last paid, the pensioner shall only be 
quarter then due at the rate stated in the certificate. But where the 
originally granted for a disability in consequence of the loss of a lim) or othe 
sential — of the body, or for other cause which cannot either in oa i vo 
in part be removed, or when a disability is certified by competent examining oo 
geons to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of Pensions to have become tee 
nent in a degree equal to the whole rate of pension, the above certificate ene 
be necessary to entitle the pensioner to payment. arr ae 


The next section, No. 4772, authorizes the Commissioner of Pensj 


to have a pensioner examined just as often as he desires, 
lows: 


making the 
ate thereof 
Case of con 
the PeNsion 
Paid for the 
pension wag 


“ensions 
It is as fol. 


_ Nothing in the preceding section shall be construed to prevent the Commis 
sioner of Pensions from requiring a more frequent examination, if, in his judo, 
ment, it is necessary. ne 


Section No. 4773 is as follows: 


_ The biennial certificate of two unappointed civil surgeons shall not be accepted 
in any case, except upon satisfactory evidence that an examination by a commis 
sioned or duly appointed surgeon is impracticable. : : 


The Senate will see that by this section, although the pensioner has 
been examined by two civil surgeons, the Commissioner is not bound 
to take their certificate unless he has satisfactory evidence that the 
examination could not be made by a duly appointed surgeon, and 
even then, under previous sections, he has the right to have the pen. 
sioner examined just as often as he may suspect that an examination 
may disclose anything of benefit to the United States. 

Section 4774 is as follows: 

The Comnaissioner of Pensions is authorized to organize, at his discretion, boards 
of examining surgeons, not to exceed three members, and each member of a board 
thus organized who is actually present and makes, in connection with other mem. 
bers or member, an ordered or periodical examination, shall be entitled to the fee 
of $1, on the receipt of a proper certificate of such examination by the Commis. 
sioner of Pensions. 

It is plain that under this section the Commissioner of Pensions 
has already the right to organize, at his discretion, a board of exam- 
ining surgeons consisting of three members, and he can have every 
pensioner examined as often as he pleases by such board, under the 
law as it now is. 

The next section, 4775, is as follows: 

Examining surgeons duly appointed by the Commissioner of Pensions, and such 
other qualified surgeons as may be employed in the Pension Office, may be required 
by him, from time to time, as he deems for the interests of the Government, to 
make special examinations of pensioners, or applicants for pensions, and such ex. 
aminations shall have precedence over previous examinations, whether special or 
biennial; but when injustice is alleged to have been done by an examination so 
ordered, the Commissioner of Pensions may, at his discretion, select a board of 
three duly appointed examining surgeons, who shall meet at a place to be desig. 
nated by him, and shall review such cases as may be ordered before them on appeal 
from any special examination, and the decision of such board shall be final on the 
question so submitted thereto, provided the Commissioner approve the same. The 
compensation of each of such surgeons shall be $3, and shall be paid out of any 
appropriations made for the payment of pensions, in the same manner as the ordi- 
nary fees of appointed surgeons are or may be authorized to be paid. 


By this section the Commissioner of Pensions can have all the sur- 
geons he wants, and, whenever he deems it to the interest of the Gov- 
ernment, he can require them to make a special examination of any 
pensioner, or of any applicant for pension, and such examination shall 
have precedence over all others, and if any injustice is alleged to have 
been done the Commissioner may, at his discretion, select another 
board of examining surgeons for the purpose of reviewing all! cases 
that may be laid before it ; but the decision even of this court is not 
final unless it is approved by the Commissioner. 

Section No. 4777 is as follows: 

The Commissioner of Pensions is empowered to appoint, at his discretion, civil 
surgeons to make tho periodical examination of pendloners which are or may be 
required by law, and to examine applicants for pensions where he deems an exam- 
ination by a surgeon appointed by him necessary ; and the fee for such examinations 
and the requisite certificates thereof, in duplicate, including postage on such as are 
transmitted to pension agents, shall be $2, which shall be paid by the agent for 
paying pensions in the district within which the pensioner or claimant resides, out 
of any money appropriated for the payment of pensions, under such regulations as 
the Commissioner oF Pensions may prescribe. 

This section authorizes the Commissioner of Pensions to appoint all 
the civil surgeons he may want for the purpose of having the appli- 
cants examined whenever and wherever he deems an examination 
necessary. ; 

You will see that under the section already quoted the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions has ample authority to do anything he pleases 80 
far as the examination of pensioners is concerned. Every suspicion 
he may entertain can be at once verified by any number of surgeons 
and any number of special agents. At the present time he has at 
least forty special agents constantly traveling for the purpose of find- 
ing evidence of some fraud in some pension claim. The whole business 
of the oftice is transacted upon the idea that every application Is 4 
fraud, that all affidavits are untrue, and that, as a matter of fact, very 
few people were disabled in the late war. ; 

In addition to the sections I have already called your attention t, 
there are others of equal importance. Section 134 is as follows: 

y ureau in which a claim against the United States is 
jolie ema ane om —s to a judge or clerk of cay courtet the United States 
fn any State, District or Territory, to issue a subpoena for any witness being wi 


the jurisdiction of such court, to appear at a time and place in the subpens 
stated, before any oflicer authorized to take depositions to be used in the courts 





1881. 


nae 





» anited States, there to give full and true answers to such written interroga- 
the ‘snd cross-interregatories as may be submitted with the application, or to be 
es a cmined and cross-examined upon the subject of such claim. 





orally ex 

By this section the Secretary of the Interior, or the Commissioner 
¢ Pensions if he is the head of a bureau, may apply to any judge or 
¢ i. of any court of the United States, in any District, Territory or 
at to issue a subpoena for any witness within the jurisdiction of 
aol vourt, commanding the witness to appear before any officer au- 
‘.ored to take depositions, and to answer all interrogatories that 
‘ay be submitted to such witness; and this he has a right to do 
~henever he suspects that any claim against the United States is 
fraudulent. And section 186 provides for the punishment of any wit- 
jess who, When subpenaed, will not testify. ; 

5 In order to see how difficult it is to perpetrate a fraud upon the 
Pension Bureau, allow me to tell you what a man has to do to get it. 

First, he has to make an application, and this application has to 
state his name, age, height, occupation, color of hair, color of eyes, 
where and when he enlisted, in what company, who were his offi- 
cers, When, Where, and for what reason he was discharged, if he was 
wounded when and where, the extent of his wound, and, in fact, a 
{ull description of himself, of his wound or malady. This must be 
.worn to before.a court of record, and in addition, the applicant has 
to be identified@y two witnesses. Lee 

second. There must be the affidavit of a commissioned officer that 
the affidavits set forth in the application are true; and if there is no 
commissioned ofticer the applicant must produce two of his comrades 
to swear that such affidavits are true, and they must state their 
means of knowledge. The application is then sent to the Pension 
Bureau. The next step is to have it referred to the War Depart- 
ment for the purpose of seeing, first, whether the name of the appli- 
cant is on the rolls of the War Department; whether he enlisted at 
the time he stated, and whether he was discharged at the time 
stated; whether he was borne on the rolls at the time he is stated to 
have been wounded, and whether, according to the daily reports he 
was on hand. The same test is made with regard to his two com- 
rades. If he hasever signed the pay-rolls, that signature is compared 
with the signature to his application. In the same way his comrades 
are tested, and in the same way their signatures are compared; and 
the records mustshow that the comrades were there at the time, If 
all this is satisfactory and everything appears to be right, the claim- 
ant is then examined by a surgeon of the Pension Office, and then, 
as a rule, there is a second examination before a board of three sur- 
geous. Not satisfied yet, still suspecting a fraud, the applicant is re- 
quired to produce the aftidavit of his family physician, if he ever had 
one, or of some physician who has been acquainted with him, show- 
ing the condition of the claimant from the time of his discharge from 
the Army to the time of his application for a pension not only, but 
his then condition. If he never had a family physician, then he must 
prove all these facts by his neighbors. If, after all this has been 
done, the Commissioner of Pensions still suspects that it is not all 
right, he can then send one of his special agents to examine the ap- 
plicant and report on his case. If that report is all right and the 
Commissioner still has a suspicion, he can write to the postmaster in 
regard not only to the claimant’s condition as to bodily health, but 
as to his moral character and as to the moral character of the wit- 
nesses. If not then satisfied he can order the applicant before a 
special board of surgeons to be appointed by himself. 

We must also remember that if, after all this has been done, and 
the applicant’s claim has been allowed and his name put on the roll 
as a pensioner of the United States, at any time thereafter, when- 
ever a suspicion works itself into the brain of the Commissioner, he 
can order this pensioner to be re-examined, and can send another spe- 
cial agent, or as many as he may desire, to examine his case. 

It seems to me that the Commissioner of Pensions has power 
enough already, and it is hard to see the necessity of five hundred 
and eighty-four additional Federal officers. If any considerable 
uumber of frauds have been perpetrated upon the Pension Office, 
with all the power already in the hands of the Commissioner that I 
have shown to exist, it is not the fault of the law. 

I have not time now to describe all that an applicant has to do if 
she happens to be a widow with several children. The amount of 
evidence it takes to substantiate a marriage, a birth, or a death, 
ssomething absolutely amazing. Every possible and conceivable 
objection is made, and every flaw is found, so that, as a matter of 
fact, the greatest misfortune a widow has to contend with after the 
death of her husband is the prosecution of her claim for a pension. 

Another reason, however, urged for the passage of this bill, is the 
alleged dishonesty of the pension agents who practice before the Com- 
lnissioner under the law as it now is. Every one of them is entirely 
and absolutely under the control of the Commissioner himself and the 
Secretary of the Interior. The Commissioner complains that they 
ma frauds, and put up jobs on him to the extent of millions of 
bin te = annum, He has all the power that legislation can give 
power ho oe the guilty and have them punished. He has also the 
cion of hie op the practice of any pension agent upon even a suspi- 
i. B18 Integrity. Suppose the judge of a court with a hundred 

before him should loudly accuse them, or some of 


Te practicing 
t eos i : 
rt uzof corruption in his court, of forging papers, suborning witnesses, 





-alsifying records, suppressing testimony, and packing juries, and yet 
of the alleged culprits, though with full power to 


should disbar none 
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do so. What heed would be given to his charges except in so far as 
they affected himself. The Commissioner of Pensions has plenary 
power now, under the law, to strike the name of any attorney or agent 
from his rolls, shut him out from the Department, prosecute, hunt 
him down with criminal prosecution, and put him in the penitentiary 
for his offenses if he has committed any. Let him execute the laws 
rather than ask for additional legislation. 

Sir, the object of this bil! seems to be to cast suspicion on all pen- 
sion claims. Like the pamphlets and letters of the Commissioner, it 
appears to be saturated with the idea that a pensioner is always 
ready and willing to commit a fraud on the Government, and that a 
pension, when he gets it, is a gratuity. I deny this assumption from 
beginning to end. The pensioners and applicants for pensions are as 
honest as other men, and have given quite as much evidence of friend- 
ship for the Government as those who asperse them. Nor do I regard 
the payment of his pension as a charity; it is the payment of a debt. 
A pensioner is a creditor, not a pauper. When the Government pays 
him his pension it does not bestow alms; it discharges an honest 
obligation. It is the fulfillment of a contract between the Govern- 
ment and the soldier. The soldier has complied with his part of the 
contract on the fields of war in hardships, weariness, and pain. 
His wounds are his vouchers, and such evidence is sufficient for me. 
Others may take care of the illustrious and the fortunate. They may 
even create new offices for them and grant them high-sounding titles, 
but while I have the honor to represent a State upon this tloor I shall 
keep the contract with the wounded, torn, and shattered of the rank 
and file. 

Mr. BOOTH. The Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGAN] is entitled te 
the floor. Imove that the Senate adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Harris in the chair.) Before 
putting that question, the Chair will lay before the Senate the regu- 
lar order, which is the untinished business of yesterday, being the bill 
(S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands in severalty to In 
dians on the various reservations, and to extend the protection of the 
laws of the States and Territories over the Indians, and fer other pur 
poses. The Senator from Illinois, the Chair understands, is entitled 
to the floor. Does he yield to the Senator from California ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to ; and (at four o’clock and forty-one min- 
utes) the Senate adjourned. 


The Senator from California moves 
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WEDNESDAY, February 2, 1881. 
The House met at eleven o’clock a. m. 
Rev. W. P. HARRISON, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


Prayer by the Chaplain, 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


On motion of Mr. CRAVENS, by unanimous consent, the letter 
from the Secretary of the Interior relative to the Hot Springs reser- 
vation in Arkansas, referred on yesterday to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, was directed to be referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 


REVOLUTIONARY BATTLE-FIELD OF 


Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to take up at 
this time Senate bill No. 1505, relative to the revolutionary battle- 
field of Bennington. 

The SPEAKER. 
ask for objection. 

The bill was read. It is as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized, and is 
hereby directed, to pay to the governor of the State of Vermont the sum of $40,000 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be by him trans 
ferred to the Bennington Monument Association, which has raised an equal amount 
for the erection of a proposed monument to commemorate the revolutionary battle 
of Bennington. 

Sec. 2. That no moneys shall be paid out of the Treasury for the benefit of such 
association until the design for its monument shall have been approved by the 
President of the United States, or by a commission appointed by him for the pur 
pees, and @ board of three Army officers appointed by him shall have reported to 
iim that the moneys already raised, together with the sum hereby appropriated 
from the Treasury of the United States, shall be sufficient to complete the monu 
ment in accordance with the design approved by him or by the commission ap 
pointed by him. 

Amend the title so as to read, 
of Bennington.” 


The SPEAKER. There being no objection to the present consid- 
eration of the bill, the question is on the third reading of the Senate 
bill. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. JOYCE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


BENNINGTON, 


The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 


‘A bill relative to the revolutionary battle-field 
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WILLIAM hk. WILMER. 


Mr. HENKLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to call up 
for present consideration House bill No. 301 for the relief of W illiam 
R. Wilmer, and move to discharge the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar from the further consideration of the same, and 
ask that it be put upon its passage. This bill has been before the 
House for six years, and it is important that action should be taken 
upon it speedily. ; } se ; 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
ask for objections. 

The bill was read. It is as follows: 

Be it chacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized, in adjusting the accounts of William R. Wilmer, late collector of internal 
revenue for the fifth district of Maryland, to credit him with the sum of §1,813.54, 
that being the amount in value of internal-revenue stamps and cash of which the 
safe in his oftice wasrobbed by burglars on the night of the 27th of April, 1875, and 
which have not been recovered: Provided, That it shall appear to the satisfaction 
of said Secretary that said Wilmer was robbed without any collusion or privity on 
his part. 

Mr. HENKLE. LIask that the report accompanying the bill be 
read, which explains the facts in connection with it and the finding 
of the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The report was read. : ; 

Mr. ROBINSON. I would like to inquire, Mr. Speaker, of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, as I do not quite gather from the reading of 
the report, whether the $1,000 in question is included in the relief to 
be afforded by this bill? It is plain that the stamps lost are pro- 
vided for; but I have forgotten the exact language of the bill in that 
respect as to whether provision is made for the money lost or not. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be again read. 

The bill was again read. — : 

Mr. ROBINSON. It is plain that it does not provide for that. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair presumes the cash lost was funds be- 
longing to the Government. 

Mr. ROBINSON. The report so alleges, but the bill does not pro- 
pose to give any relief whatever on account of that item. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

Mr. PAGE. I shall not object, but desire to state that I havea 
similar bill on the Speaker's table, and I shall ask to take it up to- 
morrow morning and pass it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be glad, if in his power, to recog- 
nize the gentleman to make such request. 

Mr. BRAGG. I object. 

PORT OF GALVESTON, TEXAS, 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent, at this time, to 
present 2 memorial of the State Legislature of Texas; and ask that 
the same be read, printed in the RECORD, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I hope the gentleman will allow it to be sim- 
ply printed in the RecorpD, and not ask to have it read at this time. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the memorial to which 
the gentleman refers will be printed in the RECORD, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. JONES. Very well. I have no objection to that. 

The memorial is as follows: 

Joint resolution regarding the port of Galveston. 

Whereas the State of Texas and the States and Territories north and west of it 
comprise a vast extent of country possessing great and varied resources which are 
being developed by a rapidly increasing — whose immense grain, cotton, 
and other productions require cheap and adequate communication with the mar- 
kets of the world, which cannot be afforded by long and expensive land carriage, 
the most important interests of producers and consumers demanding a near outlet 
to water transportation ; and 

Whereas the port of Galveston is the nearest practicable port for said region to 
the markets of Sonth America, Mexico, Europe, and the Atlantic coast, only re- 
quiring, in order to furnish accommodations tor all present and future commerce 
of those States, that its bar be deepened so as to admit vessels drawing over thirteen 
feet of water; and 

Whereas commercial justice requires that the Federal Government should afford 
proper facilities for the protection and development of the commerce of the South 
—_ West, as well as cultivate trade relations with Mexico and South America ; 
anc 

Whereas the improvement of Galveston Harbor is a matter of national impor- 
tance, which fact is being realized, as in part appears from a bill recently intro- 
duced in Congress by Mr. H. Price, of Iowa, and Mr. THomMas Ryan, of Kansas, 
setting forth the necessities for the work and providing for an appropriation of 
$1,000,000 to be used in deepening the channel over the bar into the harbor of Gal- 
veston for admission of ocean steamers drawing twenty-six feet of water, which 
action is appreciated by the people of Texas: Therefore, 

SECTION 1. Jie it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That our Senators 
be instructed and our Representatives in Congress be requested to urge by all roper 
exertions the early passage of said bill, and such other measures having the like 
object in view, which they may deem expedient, in addition to the current appro- 
priations which their earnest efforts have already secured for that pa . 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the Legislatures of Kansas, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Arkansas, Iowa, and all others that are 
interested, be, and are hereby, requested to take into consideration the same subject, 
and take eppropriate action for the advancement of their agricultural and com- 
mercial interests, by aiding in the accomplishment of this work, by memorializing 
Congress, and by such other means as they may think advisable. 

Sec. 3. De it further resolved, That the governor of Texas be requested to trans- 
mit copies of these resolutions to the governors and Legislatures of the States named, 
and ask their co-operation, and also to transmit copies hereof to our Senators and 

Representatives in Congress. 

Sec. 4. The fact that the Legislatares of several of the States mentioned in this 
resolution are in session, and the Congress of the United States is in session, and 
is soon to adjourn, ond to be effective this resolution should reach said several legis- 








lative bodies speedily, creates a public necessity for the sus i 

quiring bills to be read on three several days, and creates an enteioaiae ' 

resolution should take effect from and after its passage, and it is so enact 
Approved, January 24, 1881. 


Tule ra. 
that this 


ed, 


wt STATE OF Texas, DEPARTMENT op State 
I, T. H. Bowman, secretary of State of the State of Texas, do hereb certif “4 

the foregoing is a true copy of the original joint resolution of the egislat, ~ 
Texas regarding the port of Galveston, approved January 24, 1881, the origi;,) 
rolled joint seomation being now on file in this department. Ginal eq. 

/itness my official signature and the seal of State, at the city 

25th day of January, A. D. 1861. eae Ane 
[SEAL.] T. H. BOWMay 
Secretary of State, 


the 


PETACA LAND GRANT. 
Mr. VALENTINE. I ask unanimons consent to take from the Pr; 
vate Calendar for present consideration the bill (H. R. No, 6799) «, 
confirm a certain private land claim in the Territory of New Mex 
The bill was read, as follows: : 


Be it enacted, &c., That the private land claim in the Territory of New Moy 
known as the Petaca grant, numbered 105, in the report of the surveyor-general,t 
New Mexico, dated February 20, 1875, recommending the same for contirmate. 
be, and the same is hereby, confirmed to José Julian Martinez and the othercia. 
ants named in the juridical possession of said grant: Provided, That this Seeioas 
tion shall only be construed as a quitclaim or relinquishment of title on tho ~ 
of the United States, and shall not affect the adverse rights of any person oo 
sons to the land so confirmed. : a 
Sec. 2. That the Commissioner of the General Land Office be, and he 
authorized and directed to issue a patent upon the survey of said grant, 


) to 
1C0, 


is hereby 


+ . . Oo a ) or ve 
by the surveyor-general of New Mexico December 6, 1878, now on file in iene 


upon the payment to the United States of the costs of said survey as provide) by 
aw. 


Mr. VALENTINE. The report by the committee is unanimons, | 
ask that it be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill (11, R 
No. 3555) to confirm a certain private land claim in the Territory of New Mexioo 
beg leave to report : 

That this claim is known as the Petaca grant, No. 105, and is situated in the 
county of Rio Arriba, New Mexico; that under the eighth section of the act of 
July 22, 1854, (Statutes at Large, volume 10, page 308,) the claimants of this grant 
tiled a petition with the surveyor-general of New Mexico for the confirmation of 
their title, based upon a grant said to have been made February 235, 1436, to José 
Julian Martinez and others by Alvino Perez, then civil and military governor of 
the Territory of New Mexico ; that on March 25, 1836, judicial possession was given 
by José Antonio Martinez, alcalde of the jurisdiction of Santa Cruz del Ojo Cali. 
ente, the boundaries being fully described therein in a letter of the honorable Com. 
missioner of the General d Office of date March 31, 1880, which is herewith sub. 
mitted as a part of this report. 

Your committee are satistied from all the facts and record in this case that this 
grant should be confirmed, and therefore recommend a substitute for the bill No, 
3555, as suggested by the honorable Commissioner of the General Land Oftice in 
his letter before referred to. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND Orrice, 
Washington, D. C., March 31, 1880. 

Sin: Iam in receipt of a letter dated 15th instant, from W. W. Reynolds, esq., 
clerk of the Committee on Private Land Claims, House of Representatives, inclos. 
ing, by direction of said committee, a paper entitled ‘‘ An act to confirm a certain 
private land claim in the Territory of New Mexico,” and requesting an opinion 
and such information as this office may possess in reference thereto. 
In connection with the matter, I have the honor to state that the private land 
claim in question is known asthe Petaca grant, No. 105, in Rio Arriba County, 
New Mexico. 
Under the eighth section of the act of July 22, 1254, (10 Stat., 308), the claim- 
ants of this grant filed a petition w th the surveyor-general of New Mexico for the 
confirmation of their title, based upon a grant said to have been made Febraary 
25, 1836, to José Julian Martinez et al. by Alvino Perez, then civil and military 
governor of the Territory of New Mexico. March 25, 1836, juridical possession was 
given by José Antonio Martinez, alcalde of the jurisdiction of Santa Cruz del Ojo 
Caliente, the boundaries being described therein as follows: ‘On the south tho 
entrance to the canoncito and lands of José Miguel Lucero; on the north the hill 
commonly called the Tio Ortiz hill; on the east the creek of the Agauge of the 
Petaca; and on the west the boundary of the Vallecito grant.” 
From the testimony taken by the surveyor-general it appears that this grant has 
always been settled and occupied, except when the inhabitants were driven of by 
the Indians, and that the town of Petaca was in existence at the time of the occu: 
pation of New Mexico in 1846 by the military force of the United States, and at 
the date of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848. 
The surveyor-general, in his report of February 20, 1875, states that he has “no 
doubt that the papers of original title are genuine, and that present claimants are 
acting in good faith,” and therefore recommends “that this grant be confirmed to 
José Julian Martinez and others named in the act of possession or their legal rep- 
resentatives by Congress."’ <A transcript of this report and of the accompanying 
title papers and teatimony were transmitted by the honorable Secretary of the In- 
terior to each the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, with his letters of March 2, 1876. Additional evidence in this case was 
also transmitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives with your letter 
of February 6, 1879. : ‘ 
The surveyor-general of the Territory of New Mexico, whose duty it is, wale 
the law, to examine and pass upon the validity of all private land claims in a 
Territory presented to him for adjudication, having reported that the original title 
papers in this ease are believed to be genuine, I know of no objection to the con 
tirmation of this grant by Congress. s ™ 
It is proposed by the bill in question to confirm the grant according to 4 ss 
approved by Surveyor-General Atkinson December 6, 1878. This survey 18 00 se 
in this office, and appears to conform substantially to the boundaries named int ' 
juridical possession. It contains an area of 186,977.11 acres, being an one bs 
‘about 4,350 acres to each claimant. The particular tract awarded to and he ny 
each claimant in severalty does not contain this average, but the su lus S : 
tained within said boundaries and not so claimed, it would seem, is held for 
common benefit of all. 
Tinclose a draught of a bill prepared in this office which I would suggest 48 4 sub- 
stitute for the bill in question. ‘ : 
The letter of Mr. Reynolds and inclosure are herewith transmitted ; also a trac 
ing of the survey in question. 
Very respectfully, 


Hon. C. ScHURZ, ; 
Secretary of the Interior. 


. A. WILLIAMSON, 
J. A. WILLIAMS, 
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vr. REAGAN. If this is to give rise to any debate I must object. 
\{r, VALENTINE. I do not think it will lead to any debate. 

Mr. SIMONTON. Is the bill which has been read the substitute? 
Mr. VALENTINE. The committee report the bill (H. R. No. 6729) 
<hich bas been read as a substitute for the House bill No. 3555. It 

- the substitute bill which has been read. a 
There being no objection, the Committee of the W hole House was 

iiecharged from the further consideration of House bill No. 6729, and 

+ wag ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 

mpaged, it Was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

~ Mr. VALENTINE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 

cas passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 

she table. . 

: The latter motion was agreed to. 


CUARGES AGAINST INDIAN AGENTS, ETC. 


wr, SCALES. Idesire to make a privileged report. Iam instructed 
the Committee on Indian Affairs to report back, with a favorable 
em i he resolution which I send to the desk 
mmendation, the re: I 1 SE t I i ‘ 
ee 
Phe Clerk read as follows: 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, requested to 
o the House of Representatives copies of all papers which have been tiled 
. during the last eighteen months relating to complaints and charges 
»v Indian agent, inspector, clerk, or other oificer in the Indian service, 
5 én inform this House what, if any, steps have been taken to prosecute the 








» resolution was agreed to 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. REAGAN. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour for the call 
f committees for reports. 

Mr. COX. I move that the morning hour be dispensed with. 

The question being taken on Mr. Cox’s motion, the morning hour 
was dispensed with, two-thirds voting in the affirmative. 


PONCA INDIANS, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair asks leave at this time to present a 
message from the President. 

There was no objection. 

The message of the President was read, as follows: 

the Senate and House of Representatives : 

In compliance with the request of a large number of intelligent 
ind benevolent citizens, and believing that it was warranted by the 
extraordinary circumstances of the case, on the 18th day of Decem- 
er, 1880, I appointed a commission consisting of George Crook and 
Nelson A. Miles, brigadier-generals in the Army; William Stickney, 
if the District of Columbia, and Walter Allen, of Massachusetts, and 
requested them to confer with the Ponca Indians, in the Indian Ter- 
ritory, and, if in their judgment it was advisable, also with that part 
of the tribe which remained in Dakota, and “ to ascertain the facts 
n regard to their removal and present condition so far as was neces- 
sary to determine the question as to what justice and humanity re- 
quire should be done by the Government of the United States, and to 
report their conclusions and recommendations in the premises.” 

he commission in pursuance of these instructions having visited 
the Ponea Indians at their homes in the Indian Territory and in Da- 
kota, and made a careful investigation of the subject referred to 
them, have reported their conclusions and recommendations, and I 
now submit their report, together with the testimony taken, for the 
consideration of Congress. A minority report by Mr. Allen is also 
herewith transmitted. 

On the 27th of December, 1880, a delegation of Ponca chiefs from 
the Indian Territory presented to the Executive a declaration of their 
wishes, in which they stated that it was their desire “to remain on 
the lands now occupied by the Poncas in the Indian Territory,” and 
“to relinquish all their right and interest in the lands formerly owned 
and occupied by the Ponca tribe in the State of Nebraska and the 
Territory of Dakota;” ond the declaration sets forth the compensa- 
ton which they will accept for the lands to be surrendered, and for 
the injuries done to the tribe by their removal to the Indian Territory. 
This declaration, agreeably to the request of the chiefs making it, is 
lerewith transmitted to Congress. 

The public attention has frequently been called to the injustice 
and wrong which the Ponea tribe of Indians has suffered at the hands 
of the Government of the United States. This subject was first 
‘tought before Congress and the country by the Secretary of the 
‘nterlor in his annual report for the year 1877, in which he said: 


Suseat te Poncas seems entitled to especial consideration at the hands of 
asl have bee oy, hove always been friendly to the whites. It is said, and, as far 
The colamp of . le to learn, trutisfully, that no Ponca ever killed a white man. 
handa Thei the Government always met with obedient compliance at their 
pe hanishi ne from their old homes on the Missouri River was to them a 
which they lite } ney had been born and raised there. They had houses there in 
D agriculinre ys a cording to their ideas of comfort. Many of them had engaged 
reluctant fate possessed cattle and agricultural implements. They were very 
they nulls ere this; but when Congress had resolved ~—— their removal 

‘dnct their obedic that reluctance and ol veyed. Considering their constant good 
hall teoanie — nt spirit, and thesacrifices they have made, they are certainly 
re more than ordinary care at the hands of the Government, and I ur- 


gently mm : 23 . : : 
ment recommend that liberal provision be made to aid them in their new settle- 
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In the same volume the report of E. A. Howard, the agent of the 
Poncas, is published, which contains the following : 

I am of the opinion that the removal of the Poncas from the northern climate of 
Dakota to the southern climate of the Indian Territory, at the season of the vear 
it was done, will prove a mistake, and that a great mortality will surely follow 
among the people when they shall have been here for a time and become poisoned 
with the malaria of the climate. Already the effects of the climate may | 
upon them in the ennui that seems to have settled upon each, 
ber now sick. 

It isa matter of astonishment to me that the Government should have ordered 
the removal of the Ponca Indians from Dakota to the Indian Territory without 
having first made some provision for their settlement and comfort. Before their 
removal was carried into effect an appropriation should have been made by Con 
gress sufticient to have located them in their new home, by building a comfortable 
house for the occupancy of every family of the tribe. As the case now is, no ay 
propriation has been made by Congress, except for a sum but little more than sat 
ficient to remove them ; no houses have been built for their use, and the result i 
that these people have been placed on an uncultivated reservation to live in thei: 
tents as best they may, and await further legislative action. 


seen 
and in the large num- 


7 . * * * * * 

These Indians claim that the Government had no right to move them from their 
reservation without first obtaining from them by purchase or treaty the title which 
they had acquired from the Government, and for which they rendered a valuable 
consideration. They claim tha‘ the date of the settlement of their tribe upon the 
land composing their old reservation is prehistoric; that they were all born there, 
and that their ancestors from generations back beyond their knowledge were born 
and lived upon its soil, and that they finally acquired 2 complete and perfect title 
from the Government by treaty made with the ‘‘Great Father” at Washington, 
which, they claimed, made it as legitimately theirs as is the home of the white 
man acquired by gift or purchase. 

The subject was again referred to in similar terms in the annual 
report of the Interior Department for 1878, in the reports of the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs and of the agent for the Poncas, and in 
1879 the Secretary of the Interior said : 

That the Poncas were greivously wronged by their removal from their location 
on the Missouri River to the Indian Territory, their old reservation having, by a 
mistake in making the Sioux treaty, been transferred to the Sioux, has been at 
length and repeatedly set forth in my reports as well as those of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. All that could be subsequently done by this Department in the 
absence of new legislation to repair that wrong and to indemnify them for their 
losses has been done with more than ordinary solicitude. They were permitted to 
select a new location for themselves inthe Indian Territory, the Quapaw reserve, to 
which they had first been taken, being objectionable to them. They chose a tract 
of country on the Arkansas River and the Salt Fork northwest of the Pawnee re- 
serve. I visited their new reservation personally to satisfy myself of their condi 
tion. The lands they now occupy are among the very best in the Indian Terri- 
tory in pointof fertility, well watered and well timbered, and admirably adapted 
for agriculture as well as stock-raising. In this respect their new reservation is 
unquestionably superior to that which they left behind them on the Missouri River. 
Seventy houses have been built by and for them of far better quality than the mis- 
erable huts they formerly occupied in Dakota, and the construction of a larger 
number is now in progress, so that, as the agent reports, every Ponca family will 
be comfortably housed before January. A very liberal allowance of agricultural 
implements and stock cattle has been given them, and if they apply themselves to 
agricultural work there is no doubt that their condition will soon be far more pros- 
perous than it has ever been before. During the first year after their removal to 
the Indian Territory they lost a comparatively large number of their people by 
death in consequence of the change cf climate, which is greatly to be deplored ; 
but their sanitary condition is now very much improved. The death rate among 
them during the present year has been very low, and the number of cases of sick- 
ness is constantly decreasing. It is thought that they are now sufliciently accli 
mated to be out of danger. 

A committee of the Senate, after a very full investigation of the 
subject, on the 3lst of May, 1880, reported their conclusions to the 
Senate, and both the majority and minority of the committee agreed 
that “a great wrong had been done tothe Ponca Indians.” The 
majority of the committee says: 

Nothing can strengthen the Government in a just policy to the Indians so much 
as a demonstration of its willingness to do ample coal complete justice whenever it 
can be shown that it has inflicted a wrong upon a weak and trusting tribe. It is 
impossible for the United States to hope for any confidence to be reposed in them 
by the indian until there shall be shown on their part a resdiness to do justice. 

The minority report is equally explicit as to the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to repair the wrong done the Poncas. It says: 

We should be more prompt and anxious because they are weak and we are strong. 
In my judgment we should be liberal to the verge of lavishness in the expenditure 
of our money toimprove their condition, so that they and all others may know that, 
although like all nations gud all men we may do wrong, we are willing to make 
ample reparation. 

The report of the commission appointed by me, of which General 
Crook was chairman, and the testimony taken by them and their in- 
vestigations add very little to what was already contained in the offi- 
cial reports of the Secretary of the Interior and the report of the Sen- 
ate committee touching the injustice done to the Poncas by their 
removal to the Indian Territory. Happily, however, the evidence 
reported by the commission and their recommendations point out con- 
clusively the true measures of redress which the Government of the 
United States ought now to adopt. 

The commission in its conclusions omit to state the important facts 
as to the present condition of the Poncas in the Indian Territory, but 
the evidence they have reported shows clearly and conclusively that 
the Poncas now residing in that Territory, five hundred and twenty- 
one in number, are satisfied with their new homes; that they are 
healthy, comfortable, and contented, and that they have freely and 
tirmly decided to adhere to the choice announced in their letter of 
October 25, 1880, and in the declaration of December 27, 1580, to re- 
main in the Indian Territory and not to return to Dakota. 

The evidence reported also shows that the fragment of the Ponca 
tribe—perhaps one hundred and fifty in number—which is still in 
Dakota and Nebraska prefer to remain on their old reservation. — 

In view of these facts I am convinced that the recommendations 
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of the commission together with the declaration of the chiefs ‘| 





December last, if substantially followed, will afford a solution of the 
Ponca question which is consistent with the wishes and interests of 
both branches of the tribe, with the settled Indian policy of the Gov- 
ernment, and as nearly as is now practicable with the demands of jus- 
tice. 

Our general Indian policy for the future should embrace the fol- 
lowing leading ideas : . 

1. The Indians should be prepared for citizensbip by giving to their 
young of both sexes that industrial and general education which is 
required to enable them to be self-supporting and capable of self- 
protection in a civilized community. 

2. Lands should be allotted to the Indians in severalty, inalienable 
for a certain period. 

3. The Indians should have a fair compensation for their lands not 
required for individual allotments, the amount to be invested with 
suitable safeguards for their benefit. 

4. With these prerequisites secured the Indians should be made citi- 
zens and invested with the rights and charged with the responsibili- 
ties of citizenship. 

It is therefore recommended that legislation be adopted in relation 
to the Ponca Indians, authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to se- 
cure to the individual members of the Ponca tribe, in severalty, suffi- 
cient land for their support inalienable for a term of years and until 
the restriction upon alienation may be removed by the President. 
Ample time and opportunity should be given to the members of the 
tribe freely to choose their allotments either on their old or their new 
reservation. 

Full compensation should be made for the lands to be relinquished, 
for their losses by the Sioux depredations and by reason of their re- 
mova! to the Indian Territory—the amount not to be less than the 

sums named in the declaration of the chiefs made December 27, 1880. 

In short nothing should be left undone to show to the Indians that 
the Government of the United States regards their rights as equally 
sacred with those of its citizens. The time has come when the policy 
should be to place the Indians as rapidly as practicable on the same 
footing with the other permanent inhabitants of our country. 

I do not undertake to apportion the blame for the injustice done to 
the Poncas. Whether the Executive or Congress or the public is 
chiefly in fault is not now a question of practical importance. As the 
chief Executive at the time when the wrong was consummated, I am 
deeply sensible that enough of the responsibility for that wrong 

justly attaches to me to make it my particular duty and earnest de- 
sire to do all [can to give to these injured people that measure of 
redress which is required alike by justice and by humanity. 
RUTHERFORD B. HAYES. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, February 1, 1881. 

Notre.—The accompanying papers herein referred to are this day 
transmitted with the message to the Senate. 

Mr. SCALES. I move that the message and the accompanying 
papers when received be printed and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask also that the message be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. It will be printed in the Recorp, having been 
read; and it goes into the Journal as well. 

POTTAWATOMIE CLAIMS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before tho House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Interior, in reply to a resolution of 
the House in relation to Pottawatomie claims. 

Mr. SCALES. I move that the communication and the accompany- 
ing papers be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. COBB. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of con- 
sidering the District appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Monry] 
desires to ask the House at this time to pass the post-route bill. 

Mr. COBB. I will yield with the understanding that I will be 
recognized for the motion I have indicated after the gentleman from 
Mississippi gets through, 

POST-ROUTES. 

Mr. MONEY. I ask unanimous consent to report from the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, under instructions from that 
committee, the post-route bill with amendments for consideration and 
passage at this time. I move todispense with the reading. There is 
no legislation in it except the establishment of post-routes. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Is that the printed bill? 

Mr. MONEY. It is the printed bill with amendments. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to consider the bill 
(H. R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes, with amendments. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. MONEY moved te reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
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passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
DUTIES ON MANUFACTURES OF IRON, ETC. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7100) in - 
lation to the duties on manufactures of iron, &c.; which was pea, 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and V.- 
and ordered to be printed. ov watang 

RIGHT OF SENATE TO ORIGINATE APPROPRIATION piLys 

Mr. KNOTT. I desire to make a privileged report from the Con 
mittee on the Judiciary in relation to the bill (S. No. 1157) anthoris. 
ing the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase additional lots of — 
adjoining the new building for the Bureau of Engraving and Prine 
ing. I ask that the report of the committee, together wit! — 
of the minority, be printed and recommitted. 

The SPEAKER. This is a report touching the right of the Sena, 
to originate appropriation bills. The chairman of the Committee , 
the Judiciary asks that the report of the committee, together wi: 
the views of the minority and the accompanying papers, be priys, 
and recommitted. ii 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. : 

MONROE DOCTRINE. 

Mr. KING. I ask unanimous consent that two hours be assigna, 
on Monday next for the consideration of the report of the Selec: 
Committee on the Interoceanic Ship Canal, touching the Monry 
doctrine. 

The SPEAKER. Monday morning cannot be interfered with. ; 
being the day when individuals can move to suspend the rules, 

Mr. KING. Then I ask that the two hours be assigned for this py 7 
pose on Tuesday next. 

Mr. KEIFER. In what form does this come up ? 

Mr. KING. It is a report from the Committee on the Interoceay Q 
Ship Canal. ¢ 

The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous consent. } 

Mr. KEIFER. In what form does it come? Is it merely ford 
cussion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not advised. He supposes it js for 5 | 
consideration and discussion. Is there objection ? 

Mr. COFFROTH, Mr. KEIFER, and others objected. i 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. COBB. I renew the motion that the House resolve itself jn} 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for tly 
purpose of proceeding with the consideration of the District of Colum. 
bia appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Unio ' 
(Mr. CONVERSE in the chair,) and proceeded with the consideration oi g 
the bill (H. R. No, 7035) making appropriations to provide for the 
expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for the tisea 
year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whok 


lai” 
Lal On the 


1 the views 


for the purpose of further considering the bill (H. R. No. 7035) making I 
appropriations to provide for the expenses of the government of the | 
District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, aud for 
other purposes. When the committee rose yesterday it was dividing 5 


upon an amendment offered by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr 
HUNTON, ] which the Clerk will now read. 

The Clerk read the amendment, which was to strike out the fo. t 
lowing: ] 

For buildings for schools: For the purchase, when necessary, and the erectie! 
and completion of three buildings for primary and intermediate schools, two to > 
erected in the second school division and one in the sixth school division, (county 
$100,000, provided that they shall be contracted for before the 1st day of Septew 
ber next, and finished before the Ist day of August, 1882, to be appropriates % 
follows, namely: For the second school division, $96,000; for the sixth school divis { 
ion, (county,) $4,000, 

For the payment of the Washington school-fund bonds now held by the ¢ , 
sioners of the District of Columbia, $70,630.47 ; and said commissioners are here) ; 
authorized and directed to cancel and destroy said bonds, and to use said appro- , 
priation in the erection and completion of a high-school building. Said buiiding 
shall be located on that part of square numbered 446 commencing at the rear en) 1 
of that part of said square heretofore dedicated to school purposes, two hundr 
feet in width, thence south same width to O street, in Washington City; ants! 
building shall be contracted for and completed within the time fixed for the 









ings provided for in the next preceding petagzere : And provided, That the piavs § 

and specifications for each of said schoo buildings shall be furnished by the ares 

tect of the Capitol and approved by tae board of school trustees, and the works 

be superintended by the District inspectir of buildings. ’ 
And to insert in lieu thereof the following : ‘ 
And the commissioners are hereby authorized to sell the 3.65 bonds whi ae | 

held by them in trust as a school fund, amounting to $70,630.47, and apply te t 


ceeds to the erection of two school buildings on sites and according to res 
proved by the board of school trustees. Said plans to be furnished and the wor 
to be superintended by the inspector of buildings of the District of Columbia 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon agreeing to the propes® . 
amendment. Se een 1 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ay' 
noes 71. . i 

Before the result of this vote was announced, ial e 

Mr. HUNTON said: I make the point that no quorum has eishi 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Hunton, and Mr. ALDRICH of 48% e 


Island, were appointed. 
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rhe committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
‘ra-—aves D2, noes 96. 
* the amendment was not agreed to. | 
‘t; SAMFORD. I move to amend the paragraph in relation to a 
sh.school building by striking out the words * that part of square 
ve abered 416, commencing at the rear end of that part of said square 
votofore dedicated to school purposes, two hundred feet in width, 
ee, couth same width to O street, in Washington City,” and to 


nee sou 
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Distri t shall select. 


vc, TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to offer an amendment to | 


text of the bill just preceding the portion which the gentleman 
oa \Jabama { Mr. SAMFORD] proposes to amend. a 
The CHAIRMAN. By consent these two paragraphs of the bill are 
a eing considered together. 
My rOWNSHEND, of Illinois. And it will be in order for me to 
» my amendment when the amendment of the gentleman from 
Al ‘bam shall have been disposed of? 
rhe CHAIRMAN. It will. 
\lr, NEAL. I make the point of order on the amendment of the 


ouel 


contleman from Alabama that the Committee of the Whole has just | 


refused to strike out all the words that are included in his amend- 
* Th e CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the Committee of 
-bo Whole refused to strike out the entire paragraphs. The proposed 
“mendment is to strike out a portion of one of the paragraphs, and 
the Chair is of opinion that the point of order is not well taken. 

“Mr. SAMFORD. Not only does my amendment propose to strike 

+ buta portion of this paragraph, but it proposes to insert that 
which, in my judgment, will be for the improvement of the rest of 
the paragraph, lis 

{ desire to be distinctly understood as not being opposed to either 

high school or to the public schools in this District or in any other 
section of the country. In my judgment, the time is very near at 
hand when the main-stay of the popular liberties of this country 
will be found in the education of its citizens. 

| will not now undertake to repeat the arguments made yesterday, 
because they seem to me to have been exhausted. My amendment still 
allows the high-school and the common-school buildings provided for 
‘vy thisbill. Allitseeks to do is to leave it to the discretion of the com- 
missioners of the District to determine where the high-school build- 

¢ shall be located. I doit inthe line of the argument made on 

esterday in behalf of the citizens of that portion of this District 
who desire a market-house on this square. 

If my amendment shall be voted down, (which I am free to say I 
wnticipate,) Ishall offer no other amendment to this paragraph, judg- 
ing that the temper of the House is opposed to devoting this square 
to any other purpose than that contemplated by the Committee on 
Appropriations reporting this bill. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to say but asingle word. Isubmit to this com- 
mittee that the location provided in this bill for the high-school build- 
ing isa proper one and in the line ofeconomy. Weown the ground, 
and there isa school building already located there on the ground. As 
I said yesterday, and as I now repeat, it is proposed to locate a mar- 
ket on the south part of this lot, adjoining the portion on which a 
public-school building is already located, and one or the other must 
sooner or later give way, for the two are inconsistent with each other. 

Mr. SAMFORD. Ido not propose by my amendment to locate a 


; narket anywhere. I propose to leave to the discretion of the com- 


a of the District where the high-school building shall be 
Located. 

Mr. COBB. I understand the proposition of the gentleman. The 
uain fight has been made against this paragraph by those who pro- 
ose that this lot shall be occupied by a market building instead of 
a school-house. I submit that it is due to theschool interests of this 
stowing city and of the country that this high school shall be located 
upon this lot rather than a market house, for the reason, as I have 
already said, that the two are inconsistent, and there is a school 
building there now. 

Now, if we locate a market house upon this square, (which the 
pending amendment is intended to leave an open question,) we will 


+ 


thereby destroy the usefulness of the school-house already located 


1 
I 
T 
i 


} ‘here, and which has been located there by direction of the commis- 


sioners of the District. 


: 1 his is a matter which we ought to control; it is now within our 
grasp, and itis our duty to ourselves and to this community not to 
ae : market house to go upon square 446. As I have heretofore 
little 1 ~y . now a market house southeast of this square, distant a 
than a t an three squares, and another market house a little less 
eae © squares northwest of the site on which it is proposed to 
a another market house. I say, then, that we ought to stand by 
valde an we have assumed ; we ought to carry through this pro- 
the parent uae and do justice to the children of this District and 
propositi S who have children to send to the public schvols. The 
lieve he urged in opposition to the provision of this bill is, I be- 
kiana mean public schools, and nothing else. I do not believe 
edly the ae +. Pre gentleman from Alabama, but that is decid- 
Mr. KLOTZ of his proposition. 

ever cecany 1% Mr. Chairman, the whole House knows that I hardly 

Py its time; for speech-making is not in my line ; but I can- 
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not sit here in silence and hear assertions made from such apparently 
high authority when the parties themselves know the facts are other- 
wise. I cannot sit silently by and see an effort made by a combina- 
| tion of Shylocks to ruin other people and enhance the value of their 
| own property. Iam hurt to think that party lines have to be drawn 
on a question of education or a question of private right—a question 
which should be decided by the purest principles of equity, not in- 
fluenced by considerations of avarice urged by those who are under- 
taking to advance their own fortunes. I hope that we shall cease to 
draw party lines on a question like this, and vote for justice and right. 

In the first place, the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Coss] urges 

that there is a school-house erected on this square, and if a market is 
put there the school-house must be removed. Let mestate that there 
has been a market on this square for seven years or more, and the 
school-house which is spoken of is not half finished. The proposition 
| really is to drive away the market for the benefit of the school, not 
| to drive away the school for the benefit of the market. 
Seven or eight years ago this square was purchased for the erection 
| of amarket. This is the statement made to us by the commissioners. 
| Work was commenced upon the foundations of a market house. The 
distance is half a mile from the center of this proposed market house 
| to the other market house which is spoken of, the market house on 
K street. The latter market house has no railroad nearer than a 
square anda half. This square has street railways on three sides, 
atfording easy communication with any part of the city. This loca 
tion is already occupied for market purposes by one hundred farmers. 
There are one hundred and fifty stalls there, which have been occu- 
pied for seven years. People from the whole surrounding country 
come to this place to sell their produce and supply the needs of the 
public. Ifa market house be placed on this square, persons can step 
from the cars directly into the market house and from the market 
house back into the cars, with their heavy baskets, instead of paying 
ten or fifteen cents to have their baskets carried a square and a half. 
This market-house site is on Seventh street, between O and P. The 
nearest existing market house is on K street, between Fourth and 
Fifth. It is a distance of half a mile by actual measurement from the 
center of this proposed market house to the one already erected. A 
market has already been established on this square. 

I will tell you the whole trouble. The K street market was built 
in a place not accessible by cars, and consequently the investors did 
not find it profitable. The property was mortgaged ; the stock went 
down to a nominal value. The people controlling one of the national 
banks of this city bought up this stock at twenty cents on the dollar. 
Mr. Temple, who is the heir to this property, was last year made one 
of the school trustees, for the purpose of monopolizing this square 
and driving away the people who are now using it for market pur- 


poses. The object is in this way to enhance the value of the K street 
market property and its stock. I say that the commissioner who 





has charge of the schools appointed Mr. Temple one of the trustees ; 
and this is the reason why that commissioner and this trustee work 
in harmony for the purpose of doing away with the market on this 
square. A number of persons, many of them Germens, have bought 
property in the vicinity of this square because of a market being 
located there, and for seven years have been paying taxes at enhanced 
assessments because of the dedication of this square to market pur- 
poses. But these rich Shylocks are determined that there shall not 
be a market house there. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. COFFROTH obtained the floor, and yielded his time to Mr. 
KLOTzZ. 

Mr. KLOTZ. AsI wassaying, Mr. Chairman, when the market was 
started on this square a great many persons, a majority of them Ger- 
mans, settled around there, opened their shops and built one very large 
hotel, called the Farmers’ Hotel, for the accommodation of farmers. 
Fifty thousand dollarsor more has been spent in this way on realestate. 
These people have their stores, their shops, their saloons if you please. 
Now it is said we ought not to have a market there, because if will! 
bring these stores, shops, and hotels in front of the school-house. I 
say that these places were established there seven years ago ; and now 
because these other people cannot come in and get the property at 
half price, thereby lining their pockets, they want to wipe out this 
market; they want to throw the trade to the K street market, thus 
enhancing the value of the stock of that concern, which is held by 
them. 

I repeat, it is an outrage that party lines should be drawn on a 
question of thiskind. Irepeat that by actual measurement it is a dis- 
tance of half a mile from the center of one market to the other. I re- 
peat that a market was established on this square seven years before 
the school-house was commenced. That school building was begun 
only last summer. 

Why cannot the high school be built on one side of this square, 
which is three hundred feet long? The proposition is that the school- 
house shall stand on the north side of the square in the middle of it, 
and this market building on the south side of the square in the mid- 
dle, exactly where this German market now stands, where the market 
porate now come from ten or fifteen miles around the city, where this 

otel has been erected for the accommodation of the farmers. This 
market has paid more money to the Government for the last five 
years than any corporate market in the District of Columbia. I do 

| hope that the pending provision of this bill will not be adopted. 


out 
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Mr. NEAL. Mr. Chairman, if we were ignorant before of the power 
that is standing behind and urging the striking out of this provision 
in the bill certainly the frankness of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
1a8 removed any such ignorance on our part. It is the market-men 
who have possession of Government property and who desire to retain 
possession of it to the exclusion of every beneficial interest which is 
here advocating the use of this property for a purpose from which it 
ought not to be diverted to any other. 

Who, Iask the gentleman from Pennsylvania, are the Shylocks ? 
Who are the men who have come and besieged the room of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia and the Halls of Congress, urging 
that this property shall be disposed of in the manner he suggests? 
Whose interests and claims does he advocate upon this floor? I say 
to this House there is not a single person, so far as my knowledge 

vho ever came before our committee except in open session to 
ask us to make any disposition of this property whatever. When 
the question came before the committee in a proper and legitimate 
way, then we heard all sides, and the majority of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia resolved that the market house should not 
be established in this place. 

Let me state another fact. 


roes, WI 


When these parties took possession of 
at square they leased it for a period of two years. They have held 
possession of it ever since without any renewal of that lease. That 
s all the claim they have upon it. At most, they are mere tenants 
t will. You may call them squatters unlawfully in the possession 

f that prope rty. 

Isaid yesterday that the question which addresses itself to the con- 
sideration of thiscommittee is, whether or not we shall use this property 
eligibly situated for the purpose of the location of this high-school 
building or whether we shall allow it to be occupied by these men 

ind compel the school board to go elsewhere, condemn property and 

ay for the improvements already erected, and put this building 
there? It seems to me there can be but one answer to this question. 

Mr. KLOTZ. Is this the only place in the District of Columbia 
vhere a high-school building can be erected ? 

Mr. NEAL. No; and it is not the only place in the District of 
Columbia where we can establish a market house. 

Mr. KLOTZ. But the market house is there now. 

Mr. NEAL. Yes; the market honse is there now in the hands of 
squatters who have no more right than you or I have to that place. 

Mr. KLOTZ. Theyhave paid the Government dues for seven years. 

Mr. NEAL. I do notcare what they have paid tothe Government; 
they have no rights there which this House or anybody else is bound 
to respect. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, there should be but one opinion in 
this House on this subject, unless there are gentlemen upon this floor 
who have the Bourbonism of that class referred to by an old gentle- 
man in my own town, “ who did not want their children to know more 
than themselves, and who,” he added, “ could not know a damn sight 
less.” [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HENKLE rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate isexhausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. COFFROTH’s amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HENKLE. Is it in order to make a remark ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not unless the gentleman moves an amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. HENKLE. Very well, then I will move to strike out the last 
two words. Although I have no desire to have the last word on this 
question, nevertheless I do wish to make a remark in regard to this 
high-school question. It is a settled matter that we are to have a 
high school in this District. We cordially indorse that, and will sup- 
port it if there is an appropriation for it. This amendment provides 
the commissioners, in their judgment, shall locate it in the best posi- 
tion. This bill selects and locates ié upon this market-house site. I 
think it is reasonable to infer the commissioners of the District have 
a knowledge of the necessities of the District as well as the gentle- 
man who has reported this bill. 

I want to say here now it is a question of importance, and you 
ought to think of it dispassionately and keep in sight the welfare of 
the rising generation of this town. I do say here earnestly, can- 
didly, and dispassionately, without having one farthing of interest 
one way or the other, that the location in this bill is not a central 
one. The streets in Washington are named alphabetically, commenc- 
ing at Aand running down to the last letter in the alphabet. This 
is ont upon O street, and you may form some idea from that fact 
whether if is in a central position or not. It is out on O street, 
which is on the northern border of the city, and upon the site selected 
for 2 market-house to accommodate that particular section of the 
city. O street northwest is not the central portion of the city. It 
is far remote from South Washington in the neighborhood of the 
arsenal and from the eastern branch of the Potomac. It is remote 
from the navy-yard and that part of the city lying east of the Capi- 
tol, a large and populous section of the city. In this section live the 
poor people who are to be benefited by public education, for whose 
benefit the system of public education has been established and paid 
for. Therefore I beseech you to think of the interest of these people 
and do not establish this school-house in an aristocratic section of the 

city and remote from the poor people for whom the system of public 
education was established. 

Mr. COBB. I dislike, Mr. Chairman, to detain the House further 





on this subject of a high school. The school board of this Dis 
composed of nineteen members, unanimously favored the Greeti wth, ] 
this high-school building upon the site upon which this bil] oar . | 
it. They have been before the committee and we have heard ti 
suggestions on this subject. When the gentleman from a 
undertakes to say that this is not a central location he is just; re 
and that is all about it. oe 
Mr. HENKLE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask } n 
tion ? a 
Mr. COBB. I did not interrupt the gentleman, and I hove } 
not interrupt me. ; rT, 
Taking the east and the west this is as nearly a central } 


it 
Les 
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any that could possibly be selected in this city, and it is “ae 
tral location north and south. The city, as is well known, is ie 4 
in the northern and northwestern direction. Now, the school wat 
are unanimously in favor of locating it here, and the necessities a: 
instruction here of this character demand the erection of this hy 
ing in some such point which has the sanction of the schoo] oar 
This board is exceedingly anxious to establish it at this point. \,, 
place, according to their judgment, is so well adapted for a yyy) 
school of this kind as this. 

Now, I do not desire to take up the timeof the committee any¢ 
ther with discussing this matter, and I hope it will come to 4 yo 
upon if, 

Mr. HENKLE. [ withdraw the pro forma amendment, 

The CHAIRMAY. The question ison the amendment snbmitt 
by the gentleman from Alabama. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 37, noes 80, 

So (no farther count being demanded) the amendment was , 
agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTON. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. COBB. I hope the gentleman from Virginia will give way 4 
moment, so as to allow me to ask to have two words inserted jp {) 






first line of this paragraph, which seem to be omitted from the }j! 
In the bill as printed the words “ of sites,” after the word “ purchase,” 
in line 471, should be inserted so that it will read, “ for the purchase 
of sites when necessary,” &ce. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTON. Mr. Chairman, I now move to strike out the first 
paragraph of this section. It will be observed that there are two 
paragraphs under consideration in this section. The first, beginning 
on line 471 and ending at line 480, I move to strike out. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, I must raise the question of order up 
that amendment. The committee has passed that point. 

Mr. HUNTON. Oh,no! The gentleman will remember that thes 
two paragraphs are considered as one. 

Mr. COBB. Ido not understand that we are considering this s 
tion in connection with the next one beginning at line 421. 

The CHAIRMAN, That was an agreement made on yesterday in 
committee, to consider both of these together. 

Mr. COBB. Very well. 

Mr. HUNTON. Provision is sought to be made here for the eree- 
tion of school buildings and the purchase of sites, in this city. Ir 
gret to take up the time of the committee with further amendments, 
but I believe that it is proper that I should press to a vote the amend: 
ment which I now offer. As the bill stands, there is appropriated 
the purpose of school buildings in the District of Columbia the sim 
of five hundred and seventy-odd thousand dollars. The Secretary oi 
the Treasury estimates for the same purpose in the next fiscal year 
$422,000, so that it is an increase over the estimates of the Secretary 
of somewhere in the neighborhood of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars to one hundred and seventy thousand dollars. I believe, Mr. 
Chairman, that it is more than can be properly appropriated in oe 
year for purposes of schools in this district. y 

Mr. CLAFLIN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques 
tion? ; 

Mr. HUNTON. I have only five minutes, and hope the gentiemat 
will not interrupt me at this time. Aa 

I say, Mr. Chairman, that this is a larger sum than can be afloried 
by the revenues of the District in any one year ; and while It wouls 
not limit the educational advantages to be afforded to the children 
of this city and of Georgetown, yet I believe that it is to the ange | 
of the District not to appropriate so large an amount during the 
present year for this particular purpose. I do not believe, sit, (4 
that amount of money can be expended wisely at this time i bull ) 
ing school-houses. If my amendment prevails to strike out ane 
graph, the only effect on the bill that would result from if woul’ '* 
to limit the building of school-houses to one high school already }" 
vided for in the next paragraph and postpone for the preset a 
building of the common-school houses provided for in this paragta| r 
It is in the interest of the people of this District that the baildi oO 
the three school-houses provided for here shall be postponed ae : 
present and that we continue to rent, as we are now dolls, ithee 
short time longer. And I desire to say further that the eee os 
have already adopted the amendment appropriating 53 ss rr 
purpose of replacing the rotten wooden pavements; and I 0 ated é 
gravely apprehend, that if one hundred thousand a. tread 
for the building of school-houses in addition to the Fae ick aebool t 
passed upon by the committee for the purpose of building a Ng if the e 
there will not be money enough out of the current revenues ¢ 
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to pay the $300, 000 for ne ee these pavements. There- 
District k s committee to postpone for this year the building of 
fore I at ]-houses and continue the renting of rooms as at present 
hese echos ttle time. There are now in process of erection two new 
shool purposes, which will be completed and ready for 
naney by the end of the fiscal year; so that when ne xt year comes 
ae be twenty-four additional school-rooms in the city of Wash- 
son which I appre ’hend will meet all reasonable demands in that 
.: and it strikes me for the present that the bill should be 
to this high-se ‘hool building and limited in other respects as 
é sug ve ste “l. 

4S . CL “r LIN. Mr. Chairman, I desire briefly to call the attention 
n- ne committee to the appropriations made last year for the District 
‘olumbia. The gentleman from Virginia objects to this appropria- 
vat he will, it seems to me, concede that the amount can be paid 

» District of Columbia by a comparison with the amounts paid 
former year. The amount appropriated for 1881 was in round num- 
=} 425,000, Itis proposed here to appropriate only some three mill- 
.) hundred and seventy-three thousand dollars, including the 
int necessary for the erection of these school-houses. The ge entle- 
says that the appropriation for the re oops the roads and streets 
*< to $150,000 more than the amount set apart in the bill, having 
ipereased to that extent. That is true; that has been increase d 
‘he amendment of the committee, but I submit to the committee 
sherit is better for the schools to fail or the roads to fail. It seems 
jf there is anything to fail it should not be the schools. Again, 
canal course, as every gentleman must know, are constantly in- 
ne, Now, the taxes tobe applied to the purposes of this bill are 
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the taxes to be collected in 1882, not in 1881, and it seems to me th: ut 
vy reasonable fear need be felt that the revenues of the District will 


nor 
: that is, to build the school-bouses 


e insufiicient for this purpose ; 
\ sell as to repair the roads. ; 
¢ It seems to me there can be no reason: able fear but the appropria- 
tion will be sufficient for both purposes, to build the school-houses 
ind to repair the streets, W hich, to be sure, are in bad condition, but 
in so bad a condition as the schools are. A large number of the 
hools are located in basements of churches and all sorts of out-of- 
the-way buildings, w here children are suffering 
ire uot willing to send their children. 
es = COBB. We have now the issue made, and it is presented 
5 sjuarely. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] in his amend- 
! a t now proposes to strike out two school-houses which are proposed 
this bill to be built. He claims that the revenue of the District 
| perhaps not be able to bear the burden of erecting these two 
ool-houses thus provided for. He gives that as a reason why his 
mendment should be adopted and that portion of the bill stricken 
t which provides for the erection of these buildings. 
Now, when the gentleman from Virginia was proposing his amend- 
ment of $150,000 for the repair and repaving of streets, &c., he pre- 
sented an estimate by Major Twining, as he said, which will make the 
revenues amount to about three million six hundred thousand dollars. 
He now says the revenues will not be suflicient when it comes to 
buil ding school-houses. If Major Twining is right and if the gen- 
tleman from Vi irginia is right in his quotation from him—and I have 
a the same figures—why, then there will be enough. I did not favor 
: the gentleman’s amendment, because I was in favor of fostering the 
revenues of the District as best I conld, giving them such direction 
as would most benefit the people of the District and save the reve- 
nues in the end. 
_ Ihave before me a map showing where school-houses are located 
(r - n the loe ‘ality where we propose to put these two buildings. As I 
a have already stated, the rents amount to nearly eight thousand dol- 
lars @ year, There are seven school-rooms in this school division 
hat are not fit to- day for the children to go to. They are unhe althy 
Me ily ventilated. “There is not a school building in my State that 
2 is a8 bad as those seven rooms. There is not a school building out 
{the more than nine thousand in my State which is as bad as seven 
of these buildings. And, as I have said, we are paying as much as 
+. per cent. on ‘the full and complete value of the entire property 
*y Way of rents for these rooms. In addition to that we are spend- 
in : $15,000 a year on repairs, a part of which goes to repair these 
suudings, 
the gentlemen from Virginia has made the issue. It is whether we 
id é ll have common schools in this District or not. That is the ques- 
rae ion We have been fighting on for nearly two days, and the issue is 


as 








be es sented squarely at ; last. Will you build the school-houses or not? 
0 this committee determines we ‘ought not to build, at least I have 
the a my duty. I am for it heart and soul, and regret my friends on 
ob is side do not more generally stand by me. 


a HUNTON. Imove to strike out the last word. I donot desire 
aeteae the committee, and shall only do so fora moment. Iam 
"Mr. COBL, to make the issue on free schools. 
Mr. HUNTON are Aoing it now. 
that now, — The gentleman will excuse me; Iam not doing 
scholars; wh he only question is, how we shall accommodate t the 
ina a ether we shall rent or build school-houses. 
tion I took $ the estimates, I am not inconsistent now with the posi- 
estimates ne early part of the consideration of the bill. The 
ana, will ajor Twining, alluded to by the gentleman from Indi- 
hot bring the receipts of the District up to the expenditures 
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of the bill if $170,000 are ap propriate d for building se} iildings 
I will give you the figures. Major Twining estim: ates the rece ipts of 
the next fiscal year at $1,693,000, with a surplus added of 321,000 from 
the current fiscal year. That will bring into the treasury 83,304,000 
The amount of this bill as origin: ully reported was $3,272,994. Tal 
that sum from the estimated receipts and there are le ft S191, 000, Bu ut 
the amount added to the bill for the purposes of relaying the rotte 

pavements of the streets is $150,000; and it is evident the 312 21,000 
would not pay the $150,000. And Isubmit, Mr. Chairman, it is a mux ob 
more important thing to have these rotten wean nm pavements tal 
up and to preserve the health of the children and the adults than 





is to build fine school-houses for the present accommodation of the 
children 

Mr. AL DRICH, of Rhode Island. Will the gentieman permit me 
to ask him a question ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Certainly 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. IE it is so very important for the 


health ef the District that these rotten wooden pavements should be 
replaced—and I agree to a considerable extent in what the gentleman 
from Virginia has said as to that—why have not the commissioners 
expended the money appropriated by C ongress for that purpose? Why 
is there an unexpe nded balance of $419,000 in the tre asury to-day? 
Mr. HUNTON. There is not that much by a long way 
to the replacing of pavements. 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. 
made the day before yesterday 
Mr. HUNTON. I have the sti itement of Major Twining, which 
shows that there are some three hundred thousand dollars to the credit 
of that fund; and I beg to state that contracts are made now to be 
executed by the Ist July that will consume that fund. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. And there will be nothing left ? 
Mr. HUNTON. No; there will be nothing left. I am so informed 
by the engineer commissioner, that the contracts made and suspende vd 
now in consequence of the extreme cold weather, to be complete - by 
the Ist July, will spend every dollar of this balance i 
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That was the statement that was 








n the treasury. 

Mr. AL DRIC H, of Rhode Island. I hope so. 

Mr. HUNTON. I hope this amendment wil! prevai 

The question being taken on Mr, HUNTON’S amendment it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Mlinois. I offer the amendment which I 
send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out ‘‘ three,"’ on line 472, and insert wo 

Strike out ‘‘two,”’ on line 473, and insert “ one. 

Strike out ‘‘one hundred,” on line 475, and insert * fift 

Strike out * ninety-six,”’ on line 479, and insert “ forty-six 

Strike out all from line 481 to 498 inclusive, so that it will read 

For buildings for schools: For the pure hase of sites, when necessat 

erection and completion of two buildings for primary and interme diate schools, one 
to be erected in the second school division and one in the sixt! livision 
(county,) $50,000, provided that they shall be contracted for before the Ist day of 
Septe mber next, and finished before the Ist day of , 1882, to be appropri 
ated as follows, namely: For the second school Mivislan 346,000: for the sixtl 


school division, (county,) $4,000. ’ 


Mr. COBB. I make a point of order on that amendment. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. What is the point of order ! 
Mr. COBB. My point of order is that the committee has already 


passed upon this matter, at least so far as striking out the second 
paragraph is concerned, and I hold that if my point of order is good 
against one portion of the amendment it is good against all of it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana is mistaken in his 


point of order. By general consent the two paragraphs are being 
. S . s 
considered together. 
Mr. HUNTON. I would suggest to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


TOWNSHEND ] that the Committee of the Whole is unquestionably in 
favor of retaining the second paragraph. I would therefore recom- 
mend to him to omit from his amendment the portion relating to the 
second paragraph. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Dlinois. I will adopt the suggestion of my 
friend from Virginia, [Mr. HUNTON. ] 

I have said nothing thus far in regard to this bill, and I would not 
now say anything if I did not feel it my duty to speak for those whom 
I represent on this floor and to say a word for those who are not 
represented on this floor. We are legislating here asthe British Par- 
liament legislated a little over one hundred years ago for the Ameri- 
can colonies; we are imposing taxation without representation. And 
when it is remembered that our forefathers testified their abhorrence 
of that principle on many a bloody battle-field, it should at least 
serve to admonish us to be very careful about imposing taxation 
without representation. 

There are in this District nearly two hundred thousand people who 
have no representation on this floor. While the head of each Execu- 
tive Department of this Government has access to this Hall and car 
consult with members on matters relating to the Departments no one 
representing these 200,000 people can obtain admission through the 
doors of this Hall in order to consult with the members here when 
egislation is under consideration affecting the interests of the people 
of this District. 

What do you propose to do by this bill, orrather by the portion 
to which my amendment relates? You propose to impose a tax of 
$160,000 for building new school-houses. Are they needed in this 
District? If you will consult most of those who ought I think know 
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more about that question than any of us here, they will tell you that 
they are not needed. ; 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Willi the gentleman allow me to ask hima 
question ? . f 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Dlinois. Notnow; I have but five minutes. 
I desire to call the attention of members to the fact that thus far the 
commissioners of this District have not recommended the construc- 
tion of one of these additional school-houses, and neither has it been 
recommended by the Committee on the District of Columbia of this 
House. ee 

Some one in this debate has remarked rather flippantly that it is 
not necessary to consult the District commissioners. Why not? Can 
any one here cast any imputation upon their integrity or upon their 
rood judgment? My friend from Indiana [Mr. Cops] has testified 
truthfully with regard to one of the commissioners. I happen to 
know them all, and I know them to be good and worthy citizens, 
and I believe they are judicious and faithful officers deserving of 
consideration and consultation. They have given a good administra- 
tion of the affairs of the District and have reduced expenditures, 
notwithstanding the increase of populationsince they came into office 
in July, 1878. ; 

What do those commissioners say? They say it is more important 
to the health, comfort, and the welfare of the people of this District 
that the old rotten pavements, many of which were put down under 
fraudulent contracts, before they came into office, should be replaced 
with good and substantial paving. The engineer commissioner of the 
District, in whom my friend from Indiana [ Mr. Coss] has confidence 
as to his judgment upon this question, has said that it is important 
that these rotten pavements should be replaced. He expresses the 
sentiment of all those who understand their condition. 

I want to call attention to what has been said by an ably edited 
and popular journal of this District upon this very question, and which 
ought to receive some attention from members of this House. I hold 
in my hand an article from the Evening Star of this city. The editor 
of that paper has been known to me for many years, and I know his 
statements are worthy of credit. He is a son of Maine, a State of 
steady habits, of good school-houses, and of an excellent common- 
school system. I ask the Clerk to read the portion of that article 
which I have marked bearing directly on this question, and which I 
believe expresses the sentiments of a very large majority of the tax- 
payers of this District. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

\t the same time that these sweeping reductions were made in the appropria- 
tions for work so largely affecting the public comfort, health, and convenience, the 
bill takes the large sum of $210,630 from the general revenues of the District for 
the erection of school buildings, not for general school purposes, but for school 
buildings alone. And this large amount is appropriated almost entirely for three 
buildings, whereas it should suflice for the erection of a dozen school-houses of 
reasonable size, and placed at points most convenient for the use of the greatest 
number of pupils. But much as school buildings are needed, thisis altogether too 
large a sum to be drawn from the District revenues in a single year for buildings 
alone, especially as the burden of general school expenses is exceptionally large in 
Washington. Further, the commissioners are required to place one of these build- 
ings on the site of the present O street market, whereby the city will lose about 
six thousand dollars revenne. For some reason, not apparent upon tho face, it is 
provided that the plans and specifications for these school buildings shall be fur- 
nished bythe Architect of the Capitol, although the District has competent archi- 

ts in its employ for that very service. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. How many school buildings are 
there in the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia to-day? 
Does anyone know? I aminformed that there are two hundred and 
twenty-four school buildings owned by the District of Columbia. I 
venture the assertion that there are more school-houses in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to-day than there are in any other city on earth of 
equal population. 

Mr. COBB. I know that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Town- 
SHEND ] does not desire to misrepresent. The number he states in- 
cludes the rooms also rented for school purposes. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman from Indiana is 
mistaken, I have here a statement obtained from what I regard as 
reliable authority, from one of the officials of the District govern- 





nant 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. A question. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have not time. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Then I call the gentleman to order; he has 
spoken five minutes. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I find that there are two hundred 
and twenty-four school buildings owned by this city. I asked the 
question particularly, and was told that that number did not embrace 





any rented school-houses whatever. 

rhe CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Iwill take the floor and yield my time 
to the gentleman from Illinois. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of I) 
for his courtesy. 

I am the last person on this floor who would oppose the construc- 
tion of any school-house where it is needed in all this broad land. A 
portion of the education of my early boyhood I owe to the common 
schools of the District of Columbia, and I believe I know something 
about them. And I think I am warranted in saying that my knowl- 
edge of the public-school system of the State of Illinois is perhaps 
equal to that of almost any other citizen of that State. While I re- 


I thank my friend from Virginia 
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gard the public-school system of Illinois as exception: 
convinced from the examination I have given the subject that jn. 
city of Washington there is as geod if not the best ‘common ca 
system, the best common schools, and the best methods of ae 
instruction that can be found in any other city or State in this 

Why, sir, some Cabinet officers, Senators, members of Cor a 
and many of the wealthiest citizens of this District have had 
children partly educated in the common schools of this Distr 
submit, therefore, that the common-school system and fa i 
District are good enough. But I come back to the qu 
a necessity for an increased number of school buildings ? aes 
that the constant increase of population will render it Seinen! 
that provision should be made for an increased number oF ke 
buildings. Therefore I propose as a compromise measure on this « 
ject the amendment I have offered. I propose in this amend ak 
that two of the three common-school houses recommended es 
Committee on Appropriations shall be constructed—one in the ; 
and one in the very division spoken of by the gentleman from, Ind 
ana, where it is said the school buildings are insufficient and yps+ ., 
accommodate the scholars. This amendment will save an exnp 
iture of $46,000, which I think ought to be used in replacing the. 
rotten, malaria-generating, death-breeding pavements of this city - 

I am satisfied from articles in the press of this city and fron 
conversations with prominent citizens that if we can progress witi 
the building of school-houses at the rate of one building a year, we 
shall progress as rapidly as the interests of education and of the tax. 
payers of this District as well as the tax-payers throughout the copy. 
try would require or warrant. Bear in mind, gentlemen, that », 
are not only imposing taxes upon the people of this District, but J, 
upon your own people in your own States. Unless you ean show 
necessity for these taxes they should not be laid. In the State of ]);. 
nois (and my State stands almost at the head of the column in regyer: 
to education) I do not believe there is a city or a district where yo 
will find more ample and valuable common-school facilities than jy 
this District. Therefore I am opposed to an increase of the burdep 
of taxation on my own people or the tax-payers of the District, whe; 
I feel that such a burden will be unnecessary. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move pro forma to amend by striking on: 
the last word. Mr. Chairman, a single fact will upset the fervid 
argument of my friend from Illinois. This fact is that in addition to 
all the school-houses in this city we are paying $30,000 annnally as 
rent for insufficient, inconvenient, poorly-ventilated, and unbealth 
school accommodations. Thirty thousand dollars is the interest at ’ 
per cent. on $600,000. If we appropriate $200,000 in this bill for 
school buildings we save $30,000 a year. Now, I say that this Dis. 
trict ought to have school accommodations enough; and we ought: 
to be paying $30,000 a year as rent for the miserable places which a: 
rented in this city for school purposes. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. As an indication of the \ 
the statistics given by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Tows 
HEND,] I want to say that according to the report of the board 
school trustees for the present year there were two hundred 
thirty-eight school-rooms occupied in this District. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will my friend allow me 
ment? I will not vouch for the accuracy of my statement in regari 
to school buildings. This morning when I asked well-informed of 
cials the number of school buildings in the District, I was told 1 
were two hundred and twenty-four. I am willing to concede t! 
perhaps I misunderstood my informant ; he may have intended toss 
school-rooms, instead of school buildings. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I have no doubt that 
the information the gentleman has given is quite as accnrate 
to which he has allnded. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That is the only infor 
have given. . 

Mr. ALDRICH, of RhodeIsland. There is no reason why we 5! 
not make this appropriation for school-houses as reported by the ' 
mittee, and also the appropriation for pavements as already ag! 
to. The revenues of the District will be ample for both purpos 
This Committee of the Whole has expressed its opinion three, to 
or five times already on every question now submitted by the gen! 
man from Illinois; and I believe there is no occasion for farther 
cussion. I withdraw the formal amendment. ; 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, [Cries of “ v 
“Vote!” ] I wish to say only a word in reply to my friend from #80" 
Island. It is possible that I may have been misinformed as (© 
number of school buildings in the District, but still the point to wo" 
I wish to draw the attention of the House is that this amend “4 
provides for two of the three school buildings which the Comm 
on Appropriations recommend, and in view of what I have alreac 
said, should be accepted as a compromise. Si 

Mr. BRIGGS. I rise toa point of order. The gentleman frot ss 
nois has already occupied ten minutes on the discussion of this ¥" 
question. abate 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move pro forma to amend by a 
ing out the last two words. In my judgment, Mr. Charms, = 
amendment I propose will furnish all the new buildings that t Se 
needs for school purposes, and if adopted it will avoid the spool 
for creating a deficiency; for having increased to $300,000 - a it 
priation for the improvement of streets, if you adopt this bv! ! 
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1c there is danger that a deficiency will occur at the end of | 
next fiscal year. But if my amendment be adopted, all needed 
Cae be afforded for the improvement of streets and for all 
‘buildings really needed at the present time. I hope that, as 
promise measure, this amendment will be adopted. — 

we NEAL. Let me correct the gentleman from Illinois. If the 
ee honld agree to all that the Committee of the Whole has done 
"pill and should leave unchanged this provision for school- 
s the appropriations will be no larger than we made last year, 
) che revenues we may reasonably hope will largely increase. 


1. TOWNSHEND, of Mlinois. I withdraw the formal amendment | 






mendment. 

as ties recurring on the amendment of Mr. TOWNSHEND, of 
se was not agreed to. 
at lerk read as tollows: 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 
ealth officer, $3,000; six sanitary inspectors, at $1,200 each; one food- 

‘» €1.200; one inspector of marine products, $1,000; for clerks, 87,000; one | 
ver, $940 ; one pound-master, $1,000; and for contingentexpenses, including 
‘st itionery, fu ], rent, laborers under pound-master, repairs to pound, and 
ond horse for pound-master, forage, meat for dogs, disinfectants, horseshoe- 
rae nd miscellaneous items, $2,500; removal of garbage, $15,000 ; in all, $40,440. 

Mr. PAGE. I move to amend, in line 983, by striking out “2,500” 
»| inserting “3,800” as the appropriation for contingent expenses. 
Thirty-eight hundred dollars is the amount which was appropriated 
year for contingent expenses of the health department; and I 
‘m informed that this amount is absolutely necessary for the proper | 
conduct of this office. To reduce this amount about thirteen hun- 
jred dollars would seriously cripple that office. I think it poor 
eeonomy to strike down appropriation for this the most important 
department in the city of W ashington. To cut off $1,300 in the 
health department of this city, not only in my judgment, but in the 
judgment of those with whom I have conversed, would seriously 
cripple it. I hope the amount asked for this year, and which is the 
:moant appropriated last year for this purpose, all of which was used 
levitimately, and $28 beside paid out of the pocket of the health 
ficer himself—I hope the full amount will be granted to this health 











I know but little personally of this health officer, but what I hear 
of him is much to his credit. I understand he is an energetic and 
able officer, and faithful in the discharge of all his duties. I do not 
gard itas good economy for this House or for the members who 
ring their families to Washington to reside for many months during 
the summer season to have this important branch of the city govern- 
ment crippled in any respect whatever. I believe the full amount 
asked for and the full amount appropriated and expended legiti- 
mately last year should be appropriated for the next fiscal year. I 
hope the gentleman from Indiana who has this matter in charge 
will place no obstacle in the way of giving this officer a sufficient 
mount for the honest and intelligent management of the health 
fice over which he presides. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, I think the point of order would rule 
ut this amendment if it had been made in time. Last year, when 
his bill was made up, I presume the attention of the Committee on 
Appropriations was not called to the general law on the subject. Now, 
that general law is as follows. I call the attention of the committee 
to it: 


cy 












*. That in lieu of the board of health now authorized by law, the commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia shall appoint a physician as health officer, whose 
duty it shall be, under the direction of the said commissioners, to execute and en- 
ree all laws and regulations relating to the public health and vital statistics, and 
to perform all such duties as may be assigned to him by said commissioners ; and 
the board of health now existing shall, from the date of the appointment of said | 
health officer, be abolished. 
sec. 9, That there may be appointed by the commissioners of the District of 
bia, on the recommendation of the health officer, a reasonable number of san- 
tary inspectors for said District, not exceeding six, to hold such appointment at 
uy one time, of whom two may be physicians, and one shall be a person skilled | 
¢ matters of drainage and ventilation; and said commissioners may remove 
uy of the subordinates, and from time to time may prescribe the duties of each; 
ud said inspectors shall be respectively required to make, at least once in two 
*eexs, & report to said health officer, in writing, of their inspections, which shall 
eserved on file; and said health-officer shall report in writing annually to said 
ssioners of the District of Columbia, and so much oftener as they shall re- 
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10, That the commissioners may appoint, on the like recommendation of 

t heer, a reasonable number of clerks, but no greater nnmber shall be 
pointed, and no more persons shall be employed under said health officer, than 
© padi interests demand and the appropriation shall justify. 

Ec. 11. That the salary of the health ofiicer shall be $3,000 per annum ; andthe 
of the sanitary inspectors shall not exceed the sum of $1,200 per annum 
; and the salary of tho clerks and other assistants of the health officer shall 
xceed in the aggregate the amount of $7,000, to be apportioned as the com- 
‘ssioners Of the District of Columbia may deem best. 











(have given the health officer more than the general law requires, 
ue 118 tor this committee to determiné whether or not he ought to 
‘ve more than the bill provides. The amount appropriated last year 
ceeded the amount required because the attention of the Com- 
attee on Appropriations was not called to the general law. Mine 
Tlainly was not. This was a new bill; for the first time it was an 
.)Propriation bill for the District of Columbia made up and brought 
which The and apart from any other appropriation bill. The law 
for t is healt read has governed me in regard to the appropriation | 
by we Health department, and the appropriations contained in this | 
~ ae 1D accordance with the statute. 





Mr. STEVENSON. 


I desire to say one word in regard to this sub- 


| ject. I concur fully in what has been said by the gentleman from Cal- 


ifornia in regard to this appropriation. The amount proposed by the 
gentleman from Indiana is not equal to what was appropriated last 
year for the same purpose. I do not understand the gentleman from 
Indiana denies that the amount proposed in the amendment of the 
gentleman from California is identically the same amount which was 
appropriated for the present fiscal year. The gentleman from Virginia 
also calls my attention to the fact that it is precisely the amount esti- 
mated by the Secretary of the Treasury for the next fiscal year. There- 
fore, unless the gentleman from Indiana can show some reason for 
changing the amount, unless he can show the amount appropriated 
last year was more than was necessary for this health department, 
then I think this committee ought to be reluctant to reduce that 
appropriation for the coming fiscal year. 

I suggest, Mr. Chairman, this is a matter of great importance. It 
has reference to the sanitary condition and health of this city. 1 
understand the efliciency of this office, one of the most important in 
the District—important because it relates to the health of the peo- 
ple here—will be greatly interfered with if this avnendment should 


| not prevail. 


Let me suggest to the gentleman from Indiana that the statute he 
has read is not in conflict with the amendment of the gentleman 
from California, nor is this amount in excess of what is required 


| under that law. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

The committee informally rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, a message in writing was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. PRUDEN, his Private Secretary. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. HUNTON. I move, Mr. Chairman, to strike out the last word. 
Whatever I may say on the subject of general economy, I think it is 
penny-wise and pound-foolish to economize on the subject of health. 
If there is one thing deserving more attention than another, it is the 
care of the public health. We have at the head of the health depart- 
ment in this city a most excellent, accomplished, and efficient officer ; 
and I say it is not prudent, it is not wise to cut down the estimates 
for that department, believed to be important and necessary not only 
by the health officer himself, but by the commissioners of the Dis- 
trict and by the Secretary of the Treasury, who, I believe, has in- 
dorsed the estimates of the commissioners, which are identical with 
the appropriation for the present fiscal year. 

The Committee on Appropriations have cut down this appropria- 
tion in many particulars, which I fear will cripple the efficiency of 
that department. There were.two food-inspectors in the District of 
Columbia, and the committee have cut that down to one. I am in- 
formed by Dr. Townshend that it isimpossible for one food-inspector 
to discharge the duties of that office. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I would like the gentleman from Virginia to 
state exactly the service the food-inspector is required to perform 
under the law. 

Mr. HUNTON. The inspector of food in the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown is required to inspect all food sold in those cities. 
When it is remembered that we have thirteen markets, beside the 
private markets scattered over every portion of the city, some idea 
of the extent of the duties may be gathered. The food sold all over 
both cities has to be inspected by thisinspector. It is utterly impos 
sible for one man to perform that duty. It is as much as two men 
can perform. 

Then, again, in reference to the inspector of marine products. There 
were two originally ; now this appropriation proposes to cut it down 
to one. The duties of the inspector of marine products are such that 
one man cannot possibly perform them. 

In regard to the pound-master. He received $1,200, and the com 
mittee have cut it down to $1,000. That pound-master cannot dis- 
charge his duties without having a buggy and horse to enable him 
to get around, and it was because of that fact that two years ago 
the Committee on Appropriations increased his salary from $1,000 to 
$1,200. Now the committee proposes to cut it down to $1,000 again. 
The committee also propose to cut down miscellaneous items from 
$3,860, the amount estimated, to $2,500. 

Suppose, Mr. Chairman, an epidemic should break out in this city. 
The etforts of this department would be utterly powerless for the 
want of a few thousand dollars. Is that to be the case? Will this 
committee allow the people here to be subjected to the possibility of 
such acalamity? Will they allow this people to be placed in that 
condition when the health department of the District of Columbia, 
the commissioners, and the Secretary of the Treasury all say that 
this amount, $3,860, ought to be appropriated, instead of the amount 
proposed to be here given? I trust, Mr. Chairman, that whatever 
of economy the committee may choose to indulge in, that it will not 
be done at the expense of the health of the people of this District. 
I beg leave to have read in this connection a letter from the health 
officer upon this subject. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. PAGE. I desire to occupy the attention of the committee for 


a moment, and I will permit the paper which the gentleman refers to 
to be read in my time. 
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Mr. Chairman, the argument of the gentleman from Indiana is 
the very best that could have been made to show why the committee 
should increase this appropriation to the amount asked for and to the 
amount appropriated last year. The only argument he gives is be- 
cause, he says, that the general law prohibits it. But he goes on to 
state that last year, in the face of that general law, an appropriation 
bill was passed which supersedes the general law, and has been so 
decided, (and the point of order might have been rais¢ d against that 
proposition in this bill,) the effect of which was to incre ase the appro- 
priation for that special department to a larger sum than he claims 
was authorized under the general law. Still it has not been denied 
that that amount was necessary for the proper execution of the duties 
of that office last year, and that fact is asufiicient argument that the 
same amount should be appropriated this year. ; 

The gentleman from Indiana acknowledges that the committee 
exceeded the amount in their appropriations of last year in the face 
of that law, because of the fact that it was an absolute necessity. 

Mr. COBB. Oh, no. 

Mr.PAGE. It was asked for; I 
furnished the committee, and was appropriated by the committee. 
There must have been some reason why the committee should exceed 
the law, because, as the gentleman himself admits, they did exceed 
it. It is not to be supposed that the committee was ignorant of the 
law. Now, Mr. Chairman, it is a fact that they did exceed the gen- 
eral law, and appropriated some thirty-eight hundred dollars for this 
service. We ask the same amount this vear, because it has been 
shown in the management of this office during the last year that this 
sum of money is absolutely necessary for this purpose. I hope, sir, 
that the amendment will be agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I desire to occupy the 
attention of the committee but for a moment to read that portion of 
the general law which the gentleman from Indiana has referred to, 
and which I claim has no reference whatever to this appropriation, 
but only limits the pay of the assistants of the health officer. The 
law says: 


it was estimated for in the estimates 





sistants of the health officer shall not 
,000, to be apportioned as the commis- 


And the salary of the clerks and othe 
exceed in the aggregate the amount of 
sioners of the District of Columbia may deem bes 

That is the language of the law. It has no reference whatever to 
the items of miscellaneous expenditures incorporated in this bill, and 
I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. HUNTON. Iask now to have that paper 
sent to the desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the paper will 

The Clerk read as follows: 


read which I have 
be read. 


The reductions made in the estimates forma ance of the lth department 
are as follows 
Oe I kdb aba bad che <esccewss Sebend ce sosesesesunereevensensen $1, 200 
One inspector marine products. ............... bicesschebabepessuanasiun 1, 000 
ek oi ouencneduwis one wabbhnneeewente 200 
From contingent expenses................. en chee kdeeebasnbeehene us. aa 
Total... Hike RGM s pe inns +s eiwnbh Hesene neh se reraeet eeewene 3, 400 


The removal of one food inspector leaves but one to prevent the sale of unwhole- 
some food in this District. Only two have been allowed heretofore and the only 
work which could be accomplished was a supervision of the prominent sources of 
supply. With the District divided into two inspection districts and by constant 
unremitting labors these two officers have succeeded in doing valuable service, as 
is evidenced by the large amount of unsound and unwholesome meats, fruits, and 
vegetables condemned. 

It would be impossible for one man to visit more than one-half ot 
alone in the District and inspect food on sal 

Therefore, to remove one, as proposed, would so seriously cripple the 
to render it practically valueless. 

The salary of all inspectors should be uniform, I think, as their dut 
equal, both in importance and extent. The inspector of marine products should 
receive $1,200, as should the pound-master. The salary of the latter officer was 
fixed at that amount last year upon passage of the law extending the area for the 
taking up and impounding of domestic animals. Heis a bonded officer and the 
duties are very onerous; the presentincumbent has filled the position most accept- 
ably for nearly eight years, and the strict performance of duties pertaining to his 
office has been the sole means of bringing in a revenue to the District of from 
$8,000 to $10,000 per annum 

The following statement will show, I think, that the estimate for contingent 
expenses was based upon a careful calculation as to the actual necessities of the 
service. Tho estimate was for $3,800, to include 


the markets 
service as 


i sa a? s+ 
eS Are AVOTIT 





Rent of office ‘a Mises be eeeheberasd Guswe pees arise bin $780 00 
Pt cttcbiibinabsheansedibs<nkdenneceebe chabesssbaucc<> cacueesentee 500 00 
Blank forms and printing.................... Re ee 750 00 
Fael ...... > SaR hs GbGP We 290865 000 008 tbeebe Obewenddedenenoaneeeese 140 00 
Forage for pound .... DORMS RCLGE RecA de GRRS aces cheb ERS 6406 REE REN 400 00 
Furniture. .......-- see eel a hv adiundbesesebbunned buviesdsdubvonueboas 100 00 
Harness, repaira, and blacksmithing. .................cccsccscccccccscces 150 00 
ED MNEs sé ccecied + ushnd covers sins 0960ees es snes ns cackhacsubeeknbantoes 150 00 
ie CT .icantnnaeenapsscvenesnnancdeecesetdeansecesinpsasansae 117 09 


Incidentals—such as gas, ice, food for dogs, and other animals at pound 
pay of laborers, disinfectants, drugs, and medicines, for use in cases of 


contagious disease, general repairs, KC ...... 2.2.2... cccccecccccces 700 00 
SOBRE wc cccavonss Peeenebececscshssonns dnkessonsscese -sooaen csece. et 


These amounts correspond to expenditures made last year, and the most rigid 
economy was necessary to get us through. It would be simply impossible for me 
to pay contingent expenses of this department from the sum of $2,500. 

SMITH TOWNSHEND, M. D., 
Health Officer. 


Mr. HUNTON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 
Mr. COBB. I renewit. Mr. Chairman, I do this to show to the 


committee that we did not arbitrarily strike down this department, 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 
ee eee ee 


FEBRUARY 9 


and in order to establish that fact I wish to call the attention of 
committee to the language of the Seeretary of the Treasnre lin 
The gentleman from Virginia has stated that the estimates 
commissioners were indorsed by the Secretary of the Tre mee ley 

that I think the gentleman is mistaken, as I will show Tl a 
tary says this; he estimates this department $3,860, ; : 





He says: 
This item is $6,140 less than the amount of the commissioners’ eatima+ 
duction is made in order that the estimate for employés under the health 
not exceed the amount which the act of June. 1s78— a 








And which I read and to which the gentleman from Viro 
reterred— ae 
authorizes to be expended for that purpose. So long as this act rx mains in ¢ 
this office cannot recommend the approval of any estimate for 
the health office which contemplates an 
authorized ther by 


s Lhe employ; 
expenditure in excess « f tha 


That is the language of the Secretary himself. Now, in reo 
this health office, I want to say that I have given it some e; mis 
tion as best I could. Provision has been made for three food fain 
ors; and it is provided in this amendment here that two more <] 
be appointed, as I understand. 

Mr. PAGE. No; my amendment provides that the sum of 
shall be increased to $3,800, 

Mr. COBB. I will state now that two food or four food ingpeps 
cannot accomplish what seems to be contemplated to be done her 

Now, what can an inspector do? Why, he can inspect meats o» 
vegetables. But how much can four inspectors in the summerseacy 
accomplish in the way of inspecting food further than wha; 
brought in here in bulk? An inspector may inspect a mutton nox 
and in three hours it isspoiled and unfit for use. And it is the can 
with vegetables and marine products. 

Mr. PAGE. My amendment has nothing to do with that 

Mr. COBB. I have looked into this matter and have fonnd : 
the four food inspectors are unnecessary, and therefore we stryc 
out three of them. I think, looking over the whole field, this do. 
partment receives under this bill all that is necessary. I know it 
claimed by the health officer that he ought to have more; but, in yy 
judgment, from the best investigation I can give to the subject. ] 
think it is enough. 

I suppose the health officer is a very good officer. I have 1 
word to say derogatory to his character as an officer, or in any othe: 
way. But I do tind this to be in accordance with the usnal pra tice 
in this District—who are to blame for it I can hardly say—you ; 
not appropriate too much money. 
they do not leave any over. 
asking more. 

t occurs to me what is in the bill will meet all the proper dema 
of the health department. There are six sanitary inspectors. What 
do they do? They go around and visit the alleys and make reports 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. 

The question was taken on Mr. PAGr’s amendment, and 
agreed to. 

Mr. HAZELTON. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk 

The Clerk read as follows : 

In line 515 strike out the words ‘‘ one food-inspector” and insert * two fo 
spectors,” and after “ dollars "’ insert the word “ each ;”’ so thatit will read 
food-inspectors, at $1,200 each.’ 

Mr. HAZELTON. We have learned from the letter which has be 
read, and also from the argument as made by the gentleman frou 
Virginia and others, the necessity for continuing that number. Th 
necessity of the amendment having been clearly presented to t! 
House, I will not attempt to discuss it further. 

The question being taken on Mr. HAZELTON’s amendment, ther 
vere—ayes 26, noes 22. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I call for tellers. Se 

The CHAIRMAN. Aquorum not having voted, the Chair will orcet 
tellers, and appoints the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. STEVENS0 
and the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. HAZELTON. : 

Mr. HAZELTON. It appears to be the sense of the committee t19' 
the amendment will not be adopted. I therefore withdraw it. — 

Mr. HEILMAN. I offer the amendment which I send to the dess 

The Clerk read as follows : 

In line 519 strike ont ‘ $1,000" and insert ‘ $1,200; ’ 
pound-master, $1,200.’ 

Mr. HEILMAN. Ishallonly say that this man has to keep a bors 
in order to get around. His salary was $1,200 last year, and it shou 
be that if anything. 2 ri 

Mr. NEAL. I will say to the committee that a thousand comper’® 
men could be got to do this work at the salary provided in the bill 

The question being taken on Mr. HEILMAN’s amendment, tue! 
were—ayes 27, noes 35. ; oe 

Mr. HEILMAN. A quorum has not voted. I call for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will order tellers, and appoints 6 
gentleman from Indiana, Mr. HEILMAN, and the gentleman from Ub! 
Mr. NEAL. b ahilen 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—aye ™ 
noes 26. 

Mr. PHILIPS. No quorum. 

Mr. NEAL. Who makes the point of order as to a quorul 

Mr. PHILIPS. I make the point of order, and insist on 1 


} 
1 


However much yon appropriat 
They are always expending andaly 


so tnat 1 ¥ rea 


af 








‘ 2MAN. The tellers will resume therr places. 

7 oa ; and the tellers reported—ayes 109, noes 41. 

So the amendment was agreed to. ; 

Mr, NEAL. As the committee thinks the pound-master 8 services 
- worth so much, I move an amendment that hereafter the commis- 
par of this District shall pay $2 for common labor. 
~The CHAIRMAN. _At what point does the gentleman desire his 
mendment to come in spain ee 
“Mr, NEAL. At the end of this sec tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will please reduce his amend- 

+ to writing. ) 
ent ORICH, of Rhode Island. I make the point of order on it. 

Mr, HUNTON. While the gentleman from Ohio is preparing his 
amé ndment, will he allow the gentleman in charge of the bill to offer 
an awendment ? 

” Mr, NEAL. Certainly. 

Mr. COBB. Since the bill was prepared there has been a law passed 
re sting an inspector of plumbing. I do not know exactly what are 
the dutic s of that office; or, rather, I know in what the duties consist, 
but | do not know as to the amount of labor necessary to perform 
them. I take it they will require for their discharge a skillful man. 
[think an appropriation to pay him should be put in this bill, and 
the sum of $1,800 has been suggested tome. I presume that will be 
ee that the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. HuNToN] will not 
object to an amendment to the bill that adds to the amount of the 
appropriation. I believe the sum I have named is about the fair 
amount, and therefore I move that the bill be amended by inserting 
after the word “ dollars,” in the first line, the words “ one inspector of 
plumbing at $1,800.” , 

The question being taken on Mr. Cosb’s amendment, there were— 
ayes 20), noes 30, 

“Mr. HUNTON. I call for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. HUNTON, and the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. 
HAZzELTON. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported ayes 5. 

Mr. COBB. Further count is not demanded. 

Mr. HUNTON. Yes; I call for a further count. 

The count was resumed; and the tellers reported ayes 24, noes 39. 

So (further count not being called for) the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

“Mr. NEAL. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk, to 
come in at the end of line 525, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of line 525 add these words : 

Hereafter the commissioners of the District shall pay $2 per day for common 
labor.’ 

Mr. BROWNE. And I move to amend the amendment by adding 
that eight hours shall be deemed a day’s labor. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. 1 make the point of order on the 
amendment that it is not germane. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point of order on the amendment that 
it changes existing law and does not retrench expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Rhode Island has already 
ness the point of order, and the Chair is of the opinion it is well 
taken. 

Mr. FORT. I desire to offer an amendment. I would very much 
prefer to have it come in at some other place in the bill, but I offer it 
here, and think there will be no objection to it. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Insert after the pending paragraph the following : 

“For the relief of children and other indigent persons found begging upon the 
streets, to be expended under the direction of the commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, $5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary.” 

Mr. HAZELTON, Is that amendment subject to a point of order? 

Mr. FORT. I hope none will be made. 

Mr. HAZELTON. I make the point of order upon it. 

Mr. FORT. I would like to hear what grounds the gentleman has 
for his point of order. 

Mr. KLOTZ. It does not doaway with a market-house. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. FORT. It is certainly as serious a thing as a market-house. I 
= it that if the gentleman has no reason to urge for his point of 
rder, the amendment is in order. 
nn I will state to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Fort] 
bill “enn on Appropriations have already provided in this 

940,000 for the poor. 
nt ORT, That oar but not for this specific class of the poor. 
especial a“ nach, on this continent where there is so much begging, 
an tell wha ittle children, as there is here in this city, and no man 
Garnet m _ these little beggars are really needy or not—whether 
ea tre eee for themselves or for their parents or others who 
liguor to temo with which I am told they pay for 
wt mae shall be adopted, the commissioners of the Dis- 
where they noc person home with these little children to find out 
ther saad a they live, and whether they need relief or not. 
ike io “ast ,it can be given them ; and if they do not, it is not 
no one will 4, © found again upon the streets begging. I think 
Ul object to this amendment. 
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Mr. McMILLIN. I think the point of order is well taken because 
under existing law, the money in the Treasury is to remain there un 
less we change existing law so as to get it out. It will not do to say 
that this amendment does not change existing law, because there is 
as yet no statute providing for giving aid to this class of individuals. 
The very fact that there is no law to give them money, the failure 
of the statute to provide for any such thing, in view of the fact that 
the money cannot be taken out of the Treasury for this purpose with 
out further legislation I think is conclusive evidence that this amend- 
ment would change existing law, and is therefore not in order 

Mr. HAZELTON. Perhaps it is due to myself to say a word ortwo 
upon this proposition. I assure the gentleman from Illinois [Mr 
Fort] and the gentlemen of this committee that I have no objection 
to the exercise of the broadest charity by this Government, provided 
it is properly guarded by some law which has been carefully arranged 
and determined and comes within the powers of the Government. 

Take thiscase. We are asked to appropriate $5,000 without making 
any direction as to how it shall be expended, without making any 
provision for the details of the expenditure. As the amendment now 
stands, to my mind it will simply invite iuto the streets a large num- 
ber of pretended poor, instead of affording aid to those who might be 
actually in need of charity. If the gentleman from Illinois will bring 
forward a bill by which there can be established some institution into 
which these poor children may be taken and there cared for and edu- 
cated, some bill providing means which may be given to the poor of 
this city with good results, by which it can be expended properly, then 
I will vote with him. I want it understood that I will go as far as any- 
body to establish such institutions as are proper to be established in 
this District for the benefit of the needy poor. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair is of opinion that the proposed amend- 
ment is new legislation, and therefore not in order. 

The Clerk read the following : 

INTEREST AND SINKING-FUNI 

For interest and sinking fund on the funded debt, exclusive of water bonds 
$1, 213,947.97. 

Mr. NEAL. I offer as a proviso to the paragraph just read that 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That the Treasurer of the United States, as ez oficio sinking-fund com 
missioner, is hereby authorized, whenever in his opinion it will be more advan 
tageous for the interest of the District of Columbia to do so, to sell the bonds 
authorized to be issued under the provisions of the sixth section of the act of the 
Congress of the United States, entitled ‘“ An act to provide for the settlement of al! 
outstanding claims against the District of Columbia, and conferring jurisdiction on 
the Court of Claims to hear the same, and for other purposes,” approved June 16 
1880, for the satisfaction of the judgments which may be rendered by said Court of 
Claims under the provisions of said act, and pay the said judgments from the pro 
ceeds of said sales, instead of delivering to said judgment claimants the said bonds 
as provided for in said act. 

Mr.McMILLIN. I desire to make a point of order upon that amend 
ment with the view of getting at the facts of the case. 

Mr.NEAL. I will state the facts, and then I think the gentleman 
will have no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I will reserve all points of order until I can hear 
the statement of the gentleman. 

Mr.NEAL. The Treasurer of the United States, who is ex officio 
sinking-fund commissioner, in a report in regard to the condition of 
the sinking fund and of the funded debt of this District, lately pre 
sented to Congress, recommends that section 6 of the act of June 16, 
1880, be modified so as to enable the Treasurer of the United States 
to satisfy the judgments of the Court of Claims either by delivering 
the 3.65 bonds or paying the money to be realized from the sales ot 
such bonds, as may be most advantageous to the public interest. 

The facts are that when the law of 1380 was passed the bends were 
worth not more than par, while now they are at a premium of 2 and 
3 percent. If this amendment is agreed to, giving the Treasurer of 
the United States the discretionary power to sell the bonds and to 
pay the judgments of the Court of Claims in money, the premium 
upon the bonds will accrue to the benefit of the District of Columbia. 
This amendment, therefore, is in the interest of economy and not 
subject to a point of order. It seems to me that no one should object 
to it. 

Mr. McMILLIN. One question ? 

Mr. NEAL. Certainly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I understand that this amendment does not au- 
thorize the increase of the bonded debt of the District. 

Mr. NEAL. Not at all; it only authorizes the Treasurer of the 
United States to sell bonds already authorized to be issued. 

Mr. McMILLIN. From the statement made by the gentleman, I 
believe that whether the provision be subject to a point of order or 
not it ought to be incorporated into the bill. 

Mr. HUNTON. I am glad my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Mc- 
MILLIN] withdraws the point of order. The amendment of the gen 
tleman from Ohio is, in my opinion, eminently proper. Its object is 
to save the Government the premium on the 3.65 bonds. It author 
izes the Treasurer of the United States, who is ex officio sinking-fund 
commissioner, to sell these 3.65 bonds at such premium as they may 
command in the market, and with the proceeds pay judgments on 
these claims. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. NEAL. I move to amend by adding the further proviso which 
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I send to the desk. I ask the attention of the Committee of the 

Whole to this proposition, for it is just as important as the one just 

adopted. I will give my reasons for it as soon as it has been read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


And provided further, That the said Treasurer as ez oficio sinking fund commis- 
sioner, 28 aforesaid, is hereby authorized and empowered to purchase any of the 
funded indebtedness of the said District of Columbia for the sinking fund authorized 
to be created for the redemption and payment of the indebtedness of said District 
of Columbia as in his opinion may be for the best interest of said District of Co- 


humbia. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
ment just adopted ? 

Mr. NEAL. No, sir. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to reserve a point of order on this amendment. 

Mr. NEAL. The Treasurer of the United States, in the report to 
which I have already referred, makes the following recommenda- 
tion : 

That authority of law be given for the investment of the permanent annual ap- 
propriation for a sinking fund on the 3.65 loan in any of the bonds of the District 
of Columbia. 

The law requires the Treasurer to purchase these bonds at par. 
They are now above par, and consequently, as the law now stands, 
he cannot purchase any of the bonds of the District for the purposes 
of the sinking fund. There are other bonds of the District besides 
these 3.65 bonds; and we propose to give the Treasurer a discretion- 
ary power so that the persons holding these 3.65 bonds cannot com- 
pel him to purchase them at a premium, or else to allow the sinking 
fund to go unprovided for. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Under the existing law with what funds are the 
bonds to be paid for? 

Mr. NEAL. The act requires that the ‘sinking fund shall be in- 
vested in 3.65 bonds. 

Mr. McMILLIN. From what source are the funds derived ? 

Mr. NEAL. From the general annual appropriation made for the 
purposes of a sinking fund. Such an appropriation is made in this 
bill, and has been made in every similar bill since the passage of the 
act. There ought not to be any objection to this amendment. It 
simply gives to the Treasurer of the United States a discretionary 


Is not that embraced in the amend- 


propose that we shall keep this money indefinitely, and conti 
pay 6 per cent. interest. But is it not better to pay off this debe. = 
stead of paying $2,400 a year as interest from the school fund i e 
commissioners always charge this interest to the school fund. oe 
mit that we ought to pay our debts when we can. — 
The question recurred on Mr. HUNTON’S amendment. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 14, noes 33 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


That the sum of $2,500 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of the 
tingent fund of the District of Columbia, for the purpose of the establishn —f 
for the current expenses for one year, of an emergency hospital in connection a 
the Central Free Dispensary of the District of Columbia, to be expended a 
order of the commissioners of the District of Columbia. on th 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee on Appropriations recommen, 
an amendment to strike out that seman - 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB moved that the committee rise and report the pil! 
amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resum» 
the chair, Mr. CONVERSE reported that the Committee of the Who\. 
House on the state of the Union had, according to order, had unio: 
consideration the bill (H. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to Dro. 
vide for the expenses of the government of the District of Colum), 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, ap; 
had directed him to report the same back to the House with sundry 
amendments. 

Mr. COBB. By unanimous consent, I ask leave to move an ameni. 
ment which I think should be adopted. Information was receive; 
in regard to it since the bill was reported to the House. It ig in res. 
erence to paying commissioners of the Court of Claims as provided 
for bylaw. They are authorized under the law, as gentlemen wi)! 
remember, to — referees to take evidence in reference to engi. 
neering, &c., and to report to the court. The law fixes their pay at 
not exceeding $10 per day. There is no money appropriated for that 


and 


purpose, and I have received a letter from the court asking an appn- 


priation of $2,000 be made for that purpose. 


I presume it is right. 















it i power so that whenever a corner is made upon him by the holders of | If any gentleman objects to it, of course it will have to go over. 
3 the 3.65 bonds he may be enabled in his discretion to invest in other The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection. The gentleman 
+ securities for the sinking fund of the District. will send his amendment to the Clerk’s desk. 
2) Mr. COBB. Though I regret very much to have general legislation | The Clerk read as follows: 
put on this bill, I presume that this provision is right. I would like Page 17, after line 400, insert “for payment, on order of the Court of Claima¢ 
to hear it reported again. referees appointed by the said court under act approved Jnne 16, 1880, $2,000 
The amendment of Mr. NEAL was again read. The amendment was agreed to. : . 
Mr. COBB. I do not press any point of order against the amend- Mr. COBB demanded the previous question on the bill and ameni- 
j ment; but I suggest to the gentleman from Ohio that he insert the | ments. ; j ' 
word “hereafter” after the word “that” and before “authority of The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
law,” &c.; so as to make the provision a general law. The question first recurred on the following amendment: 
Mr. NEAL. Ihave no objection to that. I modify the amend- Line 26, strike out ‘* $150,000” and insert ‘ $300,000,” and in the same line strike 
; ment so as to read “ and provided further, that hereafter,” &c. eee d fifty” eo it will read, on ce ee ee 
The amendment of Mr. NEAL was agreed to. “ For repairs to concrete pavements, $50,000 ; for completion of New York avenw 
i The Clerk read as follows : intercepting sewer, $7,000; for repairs to macadam roadways, $5,000 ; for ils 
oe ee wich reference to ths extension of various avenues to. the District line, 6500; f 
TIA AY ons efe © ex stric 6, $5,00/ 
By : Mr. HUNTON. I move to amend by striking out the ‘paragraph Hountlary strest auxiliary sewer, $50,000 ; for lateral cowers, $15,000 ; for dredging 
cs 8 just read. This sum of $40,000 was loaned by the Linthicum Insti- | James Creek Canal, $5,000; for work on sundry avenues and streets, and replace- 
n tute of Georgetown to the District government for school purposes, | ment cf favements on srests named in APpentasS an nea 
bb I believe. The object of this paragraph is to pay back that sum. quiring immediate attention,) $300,000; in all, $457,000.” — ’ 
a ef The managers of the Linthicum Institute earnestly request that this Mr. COBB a led th i ae 
; money be not paid back at present ; and they make that request for The e Do - ° = - > 
' the reason that under the will endowing the Linthicum Institute The banal 9 ae ae o aa it ‘iin daittied tn tho afimali= 
: there will be some difficulty in loaning out this money in the Dis- Se nD > ES s "folle plana acai 
Py trict of Columbia if it be paid back now. The parties receiving the | 7°45 *?*» P4YS *h¥, BOS YOURS S95 = 
es money will have to go into court to get authority for loaning it to / YEAS—132. 
; private individuals. The government of the District of Columbia is | Aldrich, N. W. Dwight, Manning, Bonin aiel L 
; now paying on other debts a higher interest than that-which this loan —— wean a one award L. Russell, W.A. 
; bears. Hence it is suggested that the money be not refunded now. | Ballou, Ferdon, Mason, Ryan, Thomas 
The Linthicum Institute is an educational institution of George- | Bayne, Fisher, McCook, Shallenberger, 
town, endowed by Mr. Linthicum for the purpose of conducting a | Beale, penges, oe Sea, 2.7 
: night school. That school educates a great many poor children, and Bisbee , Gillette oo” Slemons, ; 
A | educates them in the very highest branches of learning. Some of | Blake,’ Goode, ” Miles, ’ Smith, A. Herr 
nie f the teachers of that institute are professors in the Columbia College. | Bliss, Hammond, John re on 
at There is no reason why the government should pay back this fund el Harris, Benj W Menten Stone, 
a u at the present time, especially when the institute requests that it | Bricham, Harris, John T. Morse, Taylor, Ezra}. | 
Bt i shall not now be paid, and when also the District government is now | Buckner, Haskell, Morton, Thompson, } 
uf paying a larger rate of interest on other indebtedness. Butterworth, Hawk, Murch, Eom om HO 
Th Mr. COBB. The will of Mr. Linthicum, under which this money Sen ae or” es ‘Tucker, 
ne & was devised, requires that the fund shall be loaned on real estate Caswell ; Henderson, Norcross,’ i 
i security in Georgetown. Now, this is not such a loan; the District | Chittenden, Henkle, O'Connor, Updegrafi, Thom 
Hy e has not given real estate security, and the terms of the devise are not | Claflin, Hooker, ones, ven hermes, 
7. 2 being followed. Gener, 7, » ho le Van Voorkis 
Hef This loan, on which for awhile 8 per cent. was paid, is now bearing Crapo, ; Hubbell, Osmer, Voorhis, 
ey Bs u per cent. interest. I take it that the loan should be repaid, for the | Crowley, Hunton, Overton, bate 
o. © reason that this interest is a tax upon the general school fund of the | Daggett, Jorgensen, soap Washbury, 
District. The money is now loaned in a manner which was not in- a eR Joyee Poona Weaver, 
ae Gack tended by the devisor ; and the same objection now made to the re- | Davis, Horese "Ketcham, Prescott, Williams, C. 6 
me Gee | payment of the loan must exist for alltime to come. This objection | Deering. Kitchin, Price, — 
Lae baa arises from the fear that the money cannot be reloaned in strict | De La Matyr, paws ws Wood, Walter 4 
ie t accordance with the devise ; in other words, that it cannot be loaned med ee” Richardson, D. P. Yecum, . 
7. es on real estate security in Georgetown. For this reason the parties | Dunnell, Lounsbery, Robeson, Young, 
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King, Neal, Urner, 


Ryon, John W. 








. iit Ladd, Shelley Kitchin, New, Sawyer, Valentine, 
Aiken, Sen Secaph J. Le Fevre nae Lada, Newberry, Scalés, Van Aernam, 
‘Atherton, Deuster Lowe. Sinsleton. 0. R Lapham, Nicholls, Scoville, Vance, 
aoa Martin, Benj. F Smit i Le Fevre, Norcross, Shelley, Van Voorhis, 
Dibrell, artin, Benj. F. Smith, William E. ; 7 0 : : eas 
Dickey McKenzie Sparks Lindsey, O'Connor, Sherwin, Voorhis, 
ane McMahon. Peer ae Loring, O'Neill, Singleton, O. R. Waddill, 
} aoe McMillin.’ — Lounsbery, O'Reilly, Slemons, = Wait, 
BI POEUN, wie. — Manning Overton Smith, A. Herr Ward, 
Finley, Mills, Stevenson, 5 bebe ’ —_ Pe . . 
i hosenane 1 Ts Marsh, Pacheco, Smith, William E. Washburn 
I Forney, ae — Martin, Edward L. Page, Sparks, Weaver, 
Fort, oo a oe McCook, Phelps, Speer, Wells, 
j ae + ine em P. B. McGowan, Phister, Springer, White, 
Godahaik aon’ Maman: Wisin McKenzie, Poehler, Starin, Whiteaker 
B roe ; on” 1 or McKinley Pound, Stevenson, Williams, C. G. 
: Gunter, New, Turner, Thomas 7 . s a. a 
3 r ane Prescott Stone Williams, Thomas 
Hall, Nicholls, Vance, McLane, vrescott, Stone, ri 
C rlisle, Hammond, N. J. a von — oo Teviee ware B. Wile 
Chalmers, ee Poehler Wellborn Miller, Reed, Thomas, Wise, 
Clark, John B. Hill ‘ Reagan. Va” Mitchell, Rice, Thompson, P. B. Wood Walter A. 
c Hostetler, Richardson, J. S. White, Monroe, kichardson, D.1 * Tillman, Yocum, A 
Ce House Richmond Whiteaker Morton, Richardson, J. 5S. Townsend, Amos Young, Casey 
C Hard ; Robertson. Williams, Thomas Muldrow, Richmond, Townshend, R. W. Young, Thomas L. 
A Johnston Ross Wills. Muller, Robinson, Tucker, 
Cont Tones . Rvon, John W. Wilson Murch, Ross, Turner, Thomas 
aad Kenna, Samfcrd, Wright, Myers, Ryan, Thomas Updegratf, Thomas 
fo Killinger, Sawyer, Young, Casey. NAYS—25. 
Cravens King, Scoville, Atherton, Dibrell, Martin, Benj. F. Turner, Oscar 
NOT VOTING—S3. oeer Teen abe ie Philipa, 7 Wellton ao 
i Acklen, Clark, Alvah A. Humphrey, Scales, [ Browne, Hatch, Reagan. Wright. 
; Anderson, Clymer, Hutchins, Smith, Hezekiah B. | Clements, Herbert, Samford, 
: Armfield, Davis, Lowndes H. James, Stephens, Culberson, Klotz, Simonton, 
Elam, ane oon no ae Davis, George R. Lowe, Steele, 
Darl cllis, mmel, Ipdegraff, J. T. 3 . 
late: Eile. — Upaen NOT VOTING 
. Belford Field, Lapham, Valentine, Armfield, Felton, Mills, Singleton, J. W. 
. Bingham Ford, McCoid, Whitthorne, Barber, Ford, Money, Smith, Hezekiah B. 
‘ Blackburn, Gibson, O’Brien, Wilber, Barlow, Gibson, Morrison, Stephens, 
d Bowman, Hazelton, Persons, Wood, Fernando Belford, Gillette, Morse, Taylor, Robert L. 
Burrows Heilman, Phelps, Yeates. Burrows, Godshalk, O'Brien, Thompson, W. G. 
; Calkins, Henry, Rice, Butterworth, Harris, Benj. W. Orth, Tyler, 
, Cannon Herndon, Rothwell, Calkins, Heilman, Osmer, Upson, 
i Clardy Hiscock, Sapp, Carlisle, Henry, Persons, Warner, 
it mits Caswell, Hiscock, Robertson, Whitthorne, 
* So the amendment was agreed to. ae “es er ee on 
‘ : -Cé ‘lark, Alva a James, tothwell, Tillits, 
Deieg er a ’ Davis, Lowndes H. Keifer, Russell, Daniel L. Wood, Fernando 
Mr. CLARDY said: Not being here when my name was called, I } y),), Knott Russell. W. A. een 
now ask leave to vote. Ellis, Mason, Sapp, | 
Objection was made, Ewing, MeCoid, a 
On motion of Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, by unanimous consent the So the bill was passed. 
Q reading of the names was dispensed with. On motion of Mr. MCKENZIE, by unanimous consent the reading 
The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk: _ of the names was dispensed with. 
Mr. HARMER with Mr. Exxis, for this day,on political questions; | The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
at either may vote to make a quorum. 4 Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
Mr, LapnaM with Mr. Knorr, for the remainder of the day, on all | and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
d litical questions. The latter motion was agreed to. 
me fiERNDON with Mr. Sarr. eas : LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. ROBESON with Mr. EWING, on all political questions. alae : Gaia : 
Mr. SCOVILLE with Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. ATKINS, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a bill 
Mr. Surrn, of Georgia, with Mr. WILBER, on political questions. (H. R. No. 7101) to provide for the ea oh ao ent gy 
; Mr, Hutcuins with Mr. KETCHAM. expenses of the Gov ernment for the fiscal year ¢ nding . a 30, 1882, 
. Mr, Brxcuam with Mr. SmirH of New Jersey, on this vote. and for other ——— ; Which was read a first a a time, re- 
' Mr. ROBESON. I am paired with Mr. Ew1NG on all political ques- committed to the Committee on Appropriations, and, with the accom- 
tions, but not regarding this as such, I have voted. panying report, ordered to be printed. . 
Mr. CROWLEY. The gentleman from Buffalo with whom I have Mr. BAKER. I reserve all points of order on the bill. 
been paired is present, and I have voted. ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The vote was then announced as above recorded. Mr. REAGAN. I ask the regular order. 
ha remaining amendments of the Committee of the Whole House | Mr. SPARKS. I would like to know what the regular order is? 
on the state of the Union were then agreed to. The SPEAKER. The regular order under the rule is the unfinished 
as Che bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third } business. 
ime; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. Mr. COX. I rise to a parliamentary question. 
The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon the passage of the bill | The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Th which under the rules the yeas and nays will be ta cen. Mr. COX. I propose to report back from the Committee on the 
L me question was taken ; and it was decided in the affirmative— | Census the apportionment bill, recommitted to that committee, which 
sl), nays 25, not voting 58; as follows: is a question of the highest privilege under the Constitution. 
YEAS—209. The SPEAKER. The House can determine, on the question of con- 
Acklen, Bright, Davis, Joseph J. Haskell, sideration, what class of business shall have priority. The Chair is 
Aiken, Buckner, De La Matyr, Hawk, advised that there are three gentlemen endeavoring to get the floor for 
aoe a: Cabell, Deering, Hawley, different objects. The first business in order under the rule is the up- 
Anderson, — poastes, oc finished business. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Texas to 
Atkins, Cannon Dickey Henderson proceed with the unfinished business, which bears the character of a 
achma ’ , 7 ’ : M 
mee, Carpenter, Dunn, Henkle, special order as well, and known as the interstate-commerce Dill. 
G Bakes’ Chittenden, Dunnell, Herndon, The gentleman from New York seeks the floor to report back from the 
08 Rallou, lard’ oe. tie Committee on the Census a bill touching the apportionment of rep- 
W ayne, Clark: John B. Errett. a resentation, and the gentleman from Illinois has some purpose in view 
. Clymer, Evins, Hostetler, in connection with the floor. 
mua Cobb, Ferdon, Houk, Mr. SPARKS. I want to get up the bill for the relief of General 
Core vue te Porter, as it precedes the bill of the gentleman from Texas. 
Conger,’ Fisher, Humphrey, The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Llli- 
Converse, Forney, Hunton, nois that it does not now precede it, because the bill which the gen- 
Geaka pongeae, —— tleman from Texas alludes to has the characteristic of being unfin- 
ad Cowgill, Foect —— ished business, and in that way takes precedence of the bill referred 
aa Cox, Frye, Jorgensen, to by the gentleman from Illinois. If the gentleman from Illinois 
I owman Crapo, Geddes, Joyce, moves to go to business upon the House Calendar, it would bring the 
Boyd, Cravens, Goode, Kelley, gentleman from Texas on the floor first on the unfinished business, 
irewer Crowley, Hall, Kenna, d th : Tot al Li f which 
: Daggett i Fadi and thereafter reach other bills on the House Calendar, one o ; 
A . ggett, Hammond, John Ketcham, a . 
Davidson, Hammond, Ni J. Killinger, is the Porter bill. 
sl Davis, Horace, Harmer, Kimmel, Mr. REAGAN. I desire to say, Mr. Speaker—— 
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there to be any debate I want to have an oppor- 
tunity of taking part in it. 

The SPEAKER. 
nity as far as the House will permit. 

Mr. REAGAN. All I desire to say is, that I wish to ask the House 
to permit general debate upon this bill for two days, and if it will 
agree to do that I will call the previous question on the amendment 
to the original bill and let the House determine which it will take 
up under the five-minute rule and dispose of. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is a question which involves the interests of the 
people of this entire Union. Action upon it is called for by many 
Legislatures, by many chambers of commerce and boards of trade 
throughout the whole country. f 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Texas is to 
make a speech upon this question I would like to have an opportunity 
of replying to him. 

The SPEAKER. It isa question for the House to determine whether 
it will consider it or not. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The gentleman is going into the merits of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope I will be indulged for a moment without 
interruption. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Other gentlemen have rights upon this floor as well 
as the gentleman from Texas. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will see that the gentleman’s rights are 
protected. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire one moment here to call the attention of 
the House to this measure. I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, that in my 
judgment this House has before it no more important question ; nor 
do 1 believe that one of greater magnitude to the vital interests of 
the country can come before this Congress. I desire to have the House 
give it at least brief consideration. That much I think is due to the 
American people and to theirinterests. Idesire that itshall notlonger 
be superseded by private bills and by petty measures of all kinds that 
would not occupy the attention of a country court. This session has 
already gone so far and no measure of this kind has been permitted 
to be acted upon. AsI have said, there is no measure before this 
Congress that ought to demand so much attention as this, while other 
measures of less importance have been permitted to occupy the atten- 
tion of the House. I say again, sir, that the interests of the American 
people demand that some consideration should be given to this mat- 
ter. The interests of every class of the American people in every por- 
tion of the country are directly involved in this question and call for 
at least a little consideration and a little attention at our hands. I 
ask the House, therefore, to consider it for two days, allow general 
debate to run for that time, and if it shall be agreeable to the House 
I would like to get meetings of the House for debate only in the even- 
ings during those two days, so that gentlemen who desire it may have 
an opportunity of speaking upon this question. We can act upon the 
measure and test the sense of the House whether it is desirable to 
secure the passage of the bill or not. 

Mr.COX. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that Icome before the House 
and ask for the fulfillment of a high constitutional duty, one that 
must be performed every ten years, and unless it be done at this ses- 
sion, while members of the State Legislatures are waiting our action, 
thirty-two of the States having only biennial sessions of their Legis- 
latures, it will require extra sessions of their Legislatures, and in- 
volve an expense upon the people of those States aggregating six or 
eight millions of dollars. I know the importance of the bill to which 
the gentleman from Texas refers. It has had consideration and at- 
tention time and again. But if it should pass this House there is 
not much probability of its passing the other. But we must pass 
this apportionment bill, otherwise an extra session of Congress may 
be necessary, at great expense, or thirty-two extra sessions of the 
Legislatures of our States must be held in order to avert the trouble 
we had in 1850, 1860, and 1870, by reason of the dilatory action of Con- 
gress upon this important subject. 

I therefore ask the House, not in the interest of any one class, but 
of the whole represented people of the country, that this bill be taken 
up, considered, and disposed of. I raise the question of consideration 
on the bill called up by the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to say just one word. I feel asthe gentle- 
man from New York does, a willingness and a desire to see the appor- 
tionment bill pass. But gentlemen will remember that after each 
census was taken in the years to which the gentleman from New York 
refers, 1850, 1860, and 1870, no apportionment bill was passed till the 
subsequent Congress, and the States whose Legislatures did not meet 
subsequently to that had to elect their extra number of members by 
general ticket. 

Mr. COX. At great expense. 

Mr. REAGAN. If this be a constitutional question, the Constitu- 
tion has been violated every census. 

Mr. COX. I will ask my friend from Texas this question, whether 
after the passage of the last nape bill the Legislature of 
the State of Texas had not adjourned sine die and could not be got 
together again to make the redistricting? 

fr. REAGAN. In cases where a Legislature cannot come together 
to make a redistricting in time for the election of the next Congress 
the members can be elected on a general ticket, as has always been 
done heretofore. 


We have yet a month of this session and a little more 
but two days of general debate. 
probability, to dispose of this great question. 
be ample time to pass the apportionment law and ample time 
the appropriation bills. 


FEBRUARY : 


Three days will 


. There is time enough to do all that - } 
do not wish the apportionment measure to come in and - 


And then th 


-, 


» Task for 
enable us, ip : 


ere w Ai 


tT Y 
60 Pass 
ut | 


displac €or : 


commanding such general attention and so much interest as th 
. QO Meas 


ure I now call up. 
Mr. SPRINGER. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. SPRINGER. 


to priority of business are not debatable. 


The SPEAKER. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 


I ask the House to proceed with the regula; 
I rise to a question of order, i 
The gentleman will state it. 
I make the point of order that question 


8 relati; 


The Chair sustains the point of order. 
I desire to give notice that | 


anta 


nize both the gentleman from New York (Mr. Cox] and the ge; 


man from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN;] and thatif their proposit 


re @ 


1008 ar 


not carried I shall move that the House go into Committee os +) 
Whole House on the state of the Union to consider the bill (H, py, 


2272) directing the Secretary of the Treasury to examine and xo 
the accounts of certain States and the city of Baltimore growing 
of moneys expended by said States and the city of Baltimore foy; 
tary purposes during the war of 1812. That bill has been repor 


I + 
vue 


orm 


rted by 


the Committee on the Judiciary and is now in the Committee o¢ +) 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 
And I give notice that if we go into Committe 
the Whole House on the state of the Union I shall ask the eo 


Mr. HOOKER. 


tee to consider the first bill on the Calendar, the bill for the 


tainment of the amount due the Choctaw nation. 
the gentleman from Virginia by insisting that we proceed with th): 


bill. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 


ascer 


I will antagon 


le 


The claims to which the bill I have p. 


ported has reference, were existing before the railroads were mad, 


{ Laughter. ] 


Mr. O'NEILL rose. 


The SPEAKER. 


The point of order has been made by the gent 


man from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] that priority of business js yo; 
debatable. Does the gentleman from Illinois insist on his pojyt 


order ? 


Mr. SPRINGER. I do. 
I want to say to this House that, although in the 
estimation of the gentleman from Texas his bill is the most impor. 
tant bill before Congress, I, for one,do not want to delay all publi 
business for the sake of a bill containing sentiment only and nothing 


Mr. O’NEILL. 


practical. 


The SPEAKER. 


The gentleman from Texas [Mr. REaGan} ca 


up the unfinished business, which is the interstate-commerce bill, 
and the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] raises the question of 


consideration. 


Mr. COX. [also raise the question of privilege under tli ‘ 


tution. 


The SPEAKER. 


If the House is against the consideration of th 


interstate-commerce bill it will determine in the negative and then th 


apportionment bill will next have its turn. 
mine between the two. 


privilege. 


The majority will deter- 
There is no occasion to raise now the issue of 


The question being taken, there were—ayes 84, noes 10s. 


Mr. REAGAN. 


I call for the yeas and nays, 


I desire the record to 


show who are in favor of disposing of this question. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 95, nays 10 
voting 44; as follows: 


Acklen, 
Anderson, 
Atherton, 
Atkins, 
Bayne, 
Beltzhoover, 
3erry, 
Bisbee, 
Blackburn 
Blount, 
Bouck, 
Boyd 
Bragg 
Brewer, 
sriggs, 
Brigham, 
Bright, 
Caldwell, 
Clardy, 
Clements, 
Clymer, 
Covert, 
Culberson, 
Daggett, 
Davidson, 


Aiken, 

Aldrich, N. W. 
Aldrich, William 
Bachman, 

Bailey, 

Baker, 

Ballou, 

Beale, 


YEAS—9s. 


Davis, George R. 
Davis, Horace 
Davis, Joseph J. 
De La Matyr, 
Dibrell, 

Dick, 

Dickey 
Errett, 
Felton, 
Forney, 
Forsythe 
Geddes, 
Gillette, 
Godshalk 
Hall, 

Hatch, 
Henderson 
Herbert 

Houk 

House 

Hard, 

Kenna, 

Le Fevre 
Lowe, 
Manning 


Marsh 

Martin, Benj. F. 
Martin, Edward L, 
McKenzie, 
McMahon 
MeMillin 

Mills, 

Mitchell 
Muldrow 
March, 

Myers, 

New, 

O'Connor 
O'Reilly, 

Pacheco, 
Philips, 

Phister 

Price, 

Ray, 

Reagan 

Reed, 
Richardson, J. §. 
Russell, Daniel L 
Ryan, Thomas 
Samford, 


NAYS—150. 


Bicknell 
Bingham, 
Blake, 
Bland, 

Bliss, 
Bowman, 
Buckner, 
Butterworth, 


Cabell, 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Cannon, 
Carpenter, 
Caswell, 
Chittenden, 
Clark, John B. 


Shallenberger 
Singleton, J. W 
Singleton, 0. 
Sparks, 

Speer, 

Springer, 
Stevenson 
Tillman, z 
Townshend, R. W 
Turner, Oscar 
Turner, Thomas 
Weaver, 
Wellborn, 
White, ; 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, Thomas 
Willis, 

Willits, 

Wilson 

Wise, 

Yocum 

Young, Casey 
Young, Thomas L. 


Cobb, 
Coffroth 
Colerick 
Conger, 
Converse 
Cowgill 
Cox, 
Crapo, 
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Hill, Morton, Starin, 
Cravens Hiscock, ae, Steele, 
Crowley 2 Nes Stone 
ndes H. Hooker, : ’ 
Davis, Lowndes H. Hook Newberry, Talbott, 
Deering Hostetler, Nicholls, Taylor, Ezra B. 














In Hubbell, Norcross, Thomas, 
Humphrey, O'Neill Thompson, P. B. 
) ‘ Hunton, Orth, Thompson, W. G. 
Dwig Tones, Osmer, Townsend, Amos 

ste Toyce, Overton, Tucker, 
Ketcham, Phelps, Tyler, 
Killinger, Poehler, Updegraff, J. T. 
Kimmel, Pound, Updegratf, Thomas 
King, Prescott Urner, 
Kitchin, Rice, Valentine, 
. Klotz, Richmond, Van Aernam, 
I Ladd, Robertson, Vance 
Lindsey, Robinson, Van Voorhis, 
Loring, Ross, Voorhis, 
aK Lounsbery, Russell, W. A. Waddill, 
ad N.J. Mason, Ryon, John W. Wait, 
— McCook, Sawyer, Ward, 
ee 1 fenj. W. McKinley, Sc ales, Washburn, 
voesia Youn T. McLane Scoville Wells, 
— Miles, Shelley, Whiteaker, 
oe Miller, Sherwin, Wood, Walter A. 
_ Money, Simonton, Wright, 
Haw : Monroe, Slemons, Yeates. 
ae Morrison, Smith, A. Herr 
a Morse, Smith, William E. 
NOT VOTING—44. 
P Elam, Torgensen, Robeson, 
- Ewing, Keifer, Rothwell, 
. Ford, Kelley, Sapp, 
Gibson, Knott, Smith, Hezekiah B. 
Hammond, John Lapham, Stephens, 
Heilman, McCoid, Taylor, Robert L. 
Carlisle Henry, McGowan, Upson, 
Chalmers Herndon, O'Brien, Warner, 
Claflin, Hutchins, Page, Whitthorne, 
ark, Alvah A. © James, Persons, Wilber, 
wa Johnston, Richardson, D. P. Wood, Fernando. 


So the House refused to proceed with the consideration of the inter- 
tate-commerce bill. : 

At the conclusion of the second roll-call, 

Mr. SPRINGER said: I ask unanimous consent that the reading of 
the names be dispensed with. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope that will not be done. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

The Clerk then read the names of those voting. 

The following additional pair was announced : 

Mr. Cook with Mr. Pace. If present, Mr. Cook would vote in the 
affirmative. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. COX. I move to reconsider the vote just taken ; and also move 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not essential. 

NAVAL STATIONS ON THE AMERICAN ISTHMUS, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States: 
To the House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith, for consideration and ereiee action by Congress, a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy in relation to the proposed establishment of 
naval stations of the United States on the American Isthmus. In this paper the 
current testimony of prominent officers of this Government for a long series of 
years, as to the feasibility and necessity of establishing such stations and the 
great advantage to flow therefrom to the naval and commercial interests of the 
United States, is clearly set forth, and the considerations adduced cannot but 
commend themselves, Tam confident, to the careful attention of Congress. Con- 
vinced of the wisdom and propriety of the suggestions thus presented, I recom- 
mend to Congress the appropriation ef the sum named by the Secretary of the 
Navy, to be at his disposal at once, for expenditure as soon as suitable arrange- 
ments can be made to the proposed end. 


ng R. B. HAYES. 
UTIVE MANsIon, Washington, February 2, 1881. 

The message, with the accompanying documents, was referred to 

the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. W1L- 

BER until Tuesday next. 
GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Interior, relative to the management of the Government Hos- 
ee Insane ; which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
lations, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
one COX. Inow report back from the Select Committee on the 
wnus the apportionment bill. 

- NEWBERRY. I ask the gentleman to yield to me to introduce 
a bill for reference only. 

Mr. COX. I cannot yield. 


an HARRIS, of Virginia. I desire to raise the question of consid- 
ition upon the bill which the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] 
Proposes to report at this time. 


_ Con ee The report will first be received. 

the bill (H *:' report back from the Select Committee on the Census 

in Conevene a: No. 7026) making an apportionment of Representatives, 
gress among the several States under the tenth census. 
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Mr. SHERWIN. On behalf of the minority on the committee I re- 
port a further substitute for the bill of the majority. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I now raise the question of considera- 
tion on that bill, and give notice that if the House does not now pro- 
ceed to its consideration, I will move to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to consider a bill which involves 
the computation of interest to several of the States for moneys 
advanced and loaned to the General Government during the war of 
1812. 

The question was taken upon considering the apportionment bill, 
and it was decided in the affirmative. 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 

The SPEAKER. The House has decided to proceed with the con- 
sideration of the bill just reported from the Select Committee on the 
Census. The bill will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That after the 3d of March, 1883, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of three hundred and eleven members, to be 
specntiened sates the several States as follows: Alabama, eight ; Ar kansas, five ; 
California, five; Colorado, one; Connecticut, four; Delaware, one; Florida, two; 
Georgia, ten; Illinois, nineteen; Indiana, thirteen; Iowa, ten; Kansas, six; Ken 
tucky, ten; Louisiana, six; Maine, four; Maryland, six; Massachusetts, eleven ; 
Michigan, ten; Minnesota, five; Mississippi, seven ; Missouri, fourteen ; Nebraska, 
three ; Nevada, one; New Hampshire, two; New Jersey, seven ; New York, thirty- 
two; North Carolina, nine; Ohio, twenty; Oregon, one; Pennsylvania, twenty- 
seven ; Rhode Island, two; South Carolina, six; Tennessee, ten; Texas, ten ; Ver 
mont, two; Virginia, ten; West Virginia, four; Wisconsin, eight. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I ask that the bill for which this 
ported as a substitute be now read. 

Mr, COX. I informed the gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. 
SHALLENBERGER ] to-day that the bill which has just been read is one 
reported from the Select Committee on the Census to this House as 
an original bill. The bill which was sent to the Census Committee is 
still left there. The gentleman from Pennsylvania understands this 
perfectly. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I have raised this point in order that 
it may be now decided by the Chair. I find by reference to the printed 
bill, which has been read, that it is reported as “a substitute for 
House bill No. 6958.” I may desire to know what that House bill No. 
6958 is, before I am required to vote on this proposed substitute of 
the committee. Moreover, I may desire to move to amend the text of 
that House bill 6958, if pending, before 1 vote on the substitute. 
Hence I desire that the original bill be read. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] 
object to the reading of the original bill for which a substitute is 
reported ? 

Mr. COX. I have no objection to it. 

The SPEAKER. That will be more satisfactory to members. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. And the original bill is to be considered 
as pending before the House? 

Mr. COX. No, sir; it is not. 

The SPEAKER. The substitute for the original bill is first to be 
considered. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Pennsylvania knows, for I so in- 
formed him, that the original bill is not reported to the House. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. If the original bill is not before 
the House, why is it to be read ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman to desire 
its reading for information. The original bill the Chair thinks should 
come with the substitute just read as a substitute for that original 
bill. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Ido not want to antagonize particularly 
the bill of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox, ] nor do I want 
to obstruct public business. There is a point involved in this matter, 
however, which may be an important one. Ata specific time during 
the discussion and pendency of this bill I may wish to offer an amend- 
ment to it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will not be prevented from doing 
that in any event. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. My desire to do so may depend upon 
whether the original House bill No. 6958 is pending before the House 
or not. If pending, together with the substitute reported for it, I 
can move to amend the text of the original bill before a vote can be 
had upon the substitute or amendments thereto. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [ Mr. G@®* ] thinks 
this substitute is in fact an original bill, and that it does not come 
back in manner as the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SHALLEN- 
BERGER ] supposes. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. How can the bill be in committee when 
it is here referred to by number and substantially reported back with 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute ? 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, is not the very first question before the 
House whether or not this bill shall be substituted for House bill No. 
6958 7 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not clearly comprehend. As now 
advised it seems that the gentleman from New York reports a sub- 
stitute for an original bill referred and the original bill should be a 
part of the report. If the substitute should be voted down, then the 
original bill comes before the House for consideration. 

Mr.COX. The matter is indifferent to me so that the House under- 
stands it. 
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The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks that the original bill had better 
be read, so that the House may understand more fully the subject. 

Mr. COX. Why does the gentleman want it read when it has been 
in print two weeks ? a" be 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I withdraw the request for its reading if 
the original bill is considered pending before the House. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman withdraws the request. Ju 

Mr.SHALLENBERGER. With theunderstanding that the original 
bill is pending before the House. Am I to understand that if my re- 
quest is withdrawn the original bill is pending before the House open 
to amendment ? 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. No. 6958) making an apportionment of Representatives in Congress 
among the several States under the tenth census. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That after the 3d of March, 1883, the Houseof Rep- 
resentatives shall be composed of three hundred and one members, to be ore. 
tioned among the several States as follows: Alabama, eight; Arkansas, five ; Cali- 
fornia, five; Colorado, one; Connecticut, four; Delaware, one ; Florida one ; Geor- 
gia, nine; Illinois, nineteen ; Indiana, twelve ; Iowa, ten ; Kansas, 8ix; Kentucky, 
ten; Louisiana, six; Maine, four; Maryland, six; Massachusetts, ten ; Michigan, 
ten; Minnesota, five; Mississippi, seven; Missouri, thirteen; Nebraska, three ; 
Nevada, one; New Hampshire, two; New Jersey, seven ; New York, thirty-one ; 
North Carolina, eight; Ohio, nineteen; Oregon, one; Pennsylvania, twenty-six; 
Rhode Island, two; South Carolina, six; Tennessee, nine; Texas, ten ; Vermont, 
two; Virginia, nine; West Virginia, four ; Wisconsin, nine. 

Src. 2. That whenever a new State is admitted to the Union, the Representative 
or Representatives assigned to it shall be added to the number. 

Src. 3. That in each State entitled under this apportionment the number to which 
such State may be entitled in the Forty-eighth and each subsequent Congress shall 
be elected by districts composed of contiguous territory, and containing as nearly 
as practicable an equal number of inhabitants, and equal in number to the Repre- 
sentatives to which such State may be entitled in Congress, no one district electing 
more than one Kepresentative. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Speaker, there is a slight error in that bill 
asread. The number of Representatives assigned to Massachusetts 
should be eleven; “ten” is a misprint. 

Mr. COX. That has been already corrected in the REcorp, at the 
request of the gentleman. 

Mr. ROBINSON. It has been corrected in the REcorD, but not 
changed in the printed bill. I ask that the correction be made. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts asks that a 
clerical error as to Massachusetts may be corrected. 

Mr. COX. That has all been changed in the REcorD. 

The SPEAKER. But it has not been changed in the bill as read. 
The House should make the change. Without objection, the change 
will be made. , 

There was no objection. 

Mr. FIELD. I desire to call attention to another correction. In 
the bill which was read at the desk “‘ Wisconsin, nine,” should be 
“ Wisconsin, eight.” 

Mr. COX. That has already been corrected. 

Mr. FIELD. The correction was made in regard to Massachusetts. 

Mr. COX. And the other correction was also made, at the request 
of the gentleman’s colleague, [Mr. ROBINSON. ] 

Mr. COX addressed the House. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. SHERWIN obtained the floor. 


FORT LEAVENWORTH MILITARY RESERVATION. 


Mr. ANDERSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No.7102) to provide for the sale of certain portions of the Fort Leaven- 
worth military reservation; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CALIFORNIA NAVIGABLE WATERS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. CLYMER in the chair,) by unani- 
mous consent, laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report showing how to prevent injury to the 
navigable waters of California; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the ex- 
penditures under the appropriation for contingent expenses of the 

easury Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880; which 
was referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury De- 
partment, and ordered to be printed. 

ATLANTA A PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. FELTON, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, reported, as a substitute for House bill No. 5376, a bill 
(H. R. No. 7103) to constitute Atlanta, Georgia, a port of delivery; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

And then, on motion of Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware, (at four o’clock 
and fifty-five minutes, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, memorials, and other papers were laid on 
the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz : 
By Mr. ATHERTON: The petition of E. M. Montgomery and 500 


sociation and others of t 


others, citizens of Ohio, against the reissue of a patent for j 
ments in artificial gums and palates to John A. sae ene 
Commnitans on Patents. , A Cammings—to the 

Also, the petition of Tyre & Miller and 10 others, m 
cigars of Newark, Ohio, for a reduction of tax ao as 
Comins = mage and Means. © the 

By Mr. Y: Memorial of mayor and common ¢ 
city of Eureka, California, asking for the improvement oe 
Bay—to the Committee on Commerce. dt 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of citizens of the sevent 
congressional district of Kentucky, for a change in the patent lows , 
to the Committee on Patents. ii 

Also, the petition of citizens of the seventh congressional 
of Kentucky, for the passage of a law to regulate intersta 
merce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Kentucky, for the passage of a law 
making the Commissioner of Agriculture a member of the Cabinet 
to the Committee on Agriculture. a 

Also, the petition of citizens of Kentucky, for the passage of an in 
come-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. ; 

Also, the petition of 12 citizens of Kentucky, against the passage 
of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, . 

By Mr. BROWNE: The petition of 56 ex-soldiers of Indiana against 
the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the same committee, 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of R. M. Clayton, a soldier of 
the Mexican war, for a pension—to the Committee on Pensions, 

wi Mr. COX: The petition of E. W. Barber and others, citizens of 
Michigan, for an amendment to the Constitution which will] permit 
the mee aoe of the several States to levy a duty, tariff, or tay 
upon all the products of the soil and factories brought into each State 
from other States—to the Committee on Ways onl Means. 

By Mr. DICKEY: The petition of W. M. Butler and 72 others, citi. 
zens of Brown County, Ohio, for the passage of an income-tax ]aw— 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Charles Wood and 82 others, of Brown County 
Ohio, for the passage of a bill to prevent fraud in the sale of patent. 
rights—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of Thomas W. Hare and 80 others, and of L. A. 
Wright and 42 others, citizens of Brown County, Ohio, for the passage 
of the Reagan interstate-commerce bill—to the Committee on Con- 
merce. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Scott and 121 others, citizens of Clear. 
mont County, Ohio, that the Commissioner of Agriculture be made a 
Cabinet officer—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DUNN: The petition of F. W. Lynn, for pay due him as 
—— of the House of Representatives—to the Committee on 

aims. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The —— of citizens of Ohio, that the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture be made a Cabinet officer—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for the passage of a law es- 
tablishing a permanent winter and summer tariff on all railroads ter- 
minating on the seaboard—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for legislation on the subject 
of interstate commerce—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for legislation to protect in- 
nocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for the reduction of the tax 
on cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HERNDON: The petition of the county of Mobile, Ala- 
bama, to be reimbursed moneys expended by it in improving Mobile 
Harbor and Bay—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: Resolutions of the New York Board of Trade and 
Transportation, for legislation to prevent the consolidation of certain 
telegraph companies in the United States—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. NEW: The petition of citizens of Indiana, for a reduction 
of the tax on cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ORTH: The petition of citizens of Indiana, for amend- 
ment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Indiana, for the passage of an 1n- 
come-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Indiana, for the passage of a law 
regulating interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Indiana, for the passage of 4 law 
making the Commissioner of Agriculture a Cabinet officer—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of Silds Larimore, for an honorable discharge 
from the Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs. a 

By Mr. URNER: The petition of J. E. Earle and 1:5 others, citizens 
of Queen Anne County, Maryland, for the survey of Corsica Creek, at 
Centreville Harbor—to the Committee on Commerce. J 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of the American Iron and Steel As- 

* largest manufacturers of Pennsylvania, for 
the passage of the Eaton tariff-commission bill—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 7 ee 

By Mr. WILBER: Resolutions of the Legislature of New York, asi- 
ing for legislation to stamp out the disease known as pleuro-pnev- 
monia among cattle—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


district 
te com- 





1981 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 1159 


IN SENATE. 
TouRsSDAY, February 3, 1881. 


the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BuLLock, D. D. 

Pet eal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY. 

; 1CE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 

oe of the District of Columbia, transmitting, in reply to 
a en of January 27, 1881, a copy of the contract or terms of 
a reso vent and agreement entered into between the commissioners of 
oot trict of Columbia and the representative of the Baltimore and 
tne Railroad Company ; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
\ U 


be printed. 




























Mr. INGALLS. I should be glad to haveit read. It was evidently 
left on through an inadvertence on the part of those who sent it. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Nore.—Sign three copies ; forward one to your member of Congress, one to your 
United States Senator, and one to Headquarters Grand Army of the Republic 
Attach more paper if needed. 


Mr. LOGAN. I merely asked to have the note which is at the head 
of the petition read, in as much as there were some remarks made by 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. WITHERS] the other day about the 
memorials in opposition to this bill, in order to show the character of 
the petitions that come tous in favor of the passage of the bill. There 
is a note at the head of them saying, “Sign three copies; forward one 
to your member of Congress, one to your United States Senator, and 
one to Headquarters of the Grand Army of the Republic.” Itis sent 
out from Washington City. 

Mr. WITHERS. I will say if that is to be read, I shall ask for the 
reading of several petitions and memorials from organizations of sol- 
diers. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no objection in the world; I merely desired 
to have the head-note read. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should like to know if it is designed to create the 
impression that the request to send one copy to the Grand Army of 
the Republic is an indication that Senate bill No. 496 is countenanced 
and supported by the Grand Army of the Republic or by its officers ? 
I do not understand that the intimation this orginates in Washing- 
ton would be found to bea fact; but I do understand that the Grand 
Army through its officers designs to create the impression that it is 
favorable to the passage of this bill. 

Mr.PLATT. If I may be allowed one moment. I hold in my hand 
an address issued by one of the pension agents in Washington asking 
soldiers to sign a memorial, the form of which is given, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, some extracts from 
which I will take occasion at the proper time during the discussion of 
the subject to read. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


\{r. LOGAN presented the petition of John Schoemaker and others, 
vcgens of Illinois, pensioners of the United States, praying for an 
Oe nament to the pension laws in regard to certain classes of wounds ; 
aor a ae to the Committee on Pensions. 

f He also presented the memorial of George W. Deardoff and others, 
ens of Havana, Illinois; the memorial of Oliver Finley and 34 
—_ citizens of Georgetown, Illinois; and the memorial of Benjamin 
* Goodhue and others, citizens of Lansing, Michigan, surviving sel- 
o. 7 of the war for the Union, remonstrating against the passage of 
die pil] (8. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of 
an claims; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Me also presented the memorial of William Ward and others, citi- 
wens of Virginia, colored soldiers in the late war, remonstrating against 
the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and 
adjudication of pension claims ; which was referred to the Committee 


in Pensions. 
ne LOGAN . Ialso present a memorial of the Board of Trade of 
the city of Chicago, in the following words: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 
The undersigned, by order and on behalf of the Board of Trade of the city of 
' Chicago, respectfully represents unto your honorable bodies that 
‘Whereas this board is convinced that the adulteration of human food and drugs 
ig serious and growing evil, an outrage upon an otherwise sufficiently suffering 
humanity, greatly detrimental to the public health, tending to increase the déath- 
rate and to lower the standard of public and private morals, and that its eradication 
by well-considered legislation is both desirable and necessary; and 
Whereas a bill entitled ‘‘A bill to prevent the adulteration of food and drugs,” 
prepared after long and careful consideration by a committee of able aan, on 
hebalf of the National Board of Trade, has been presented to your honorable bodies 
by the representatives of that organization, with the request that favorable action 
thereon may be had et an early date: Therefore, 
Having carefully considered the provisions of said bill, your memorialists 
| respectfully petition and urge your honorable bodies that said bill may receive 
from you that consideration which the great importance of the subject seems to 
' demand, and that it may be enacted into law during the present session of Congress. 
Respectfully submitted, on behalf and by order of the Board of Trade of Chicago. 
H. W. ROGERS, Jr., President. 
CHAS. RANDOLPH, Secretary. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. KERNAN, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 1867) to provide for the refunding of certain 
taxes in conformity with a decision of the Supreme Court, reported 
adversely thereon ; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 2072) for the reliefof the widow and daugh- 
ters of the late Connolly F. Trigg, reported adversely thereon ; and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. BLAINE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 1964) for the relief of Greenleaf Cilley, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. GROOME, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of F. E. Stewart, administratrix of the estate of 
Michael S. Stewart, deceased, of Tennessee, praying for compensation 
for wood cut under contract for the Government, submitted a report 
thereon accompanied by a bill (S. No. 2146) for the relief of Frances 
E. Stewart, administratrix of Michael S. Stewart, deceased. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BURNSIDE submitted a report to accompany the bill (S. No. 
1833) to remove charge of desertion from the military record of Will- 
iam Hull, heretofore reported by him; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CALL, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No, 2414) for the relief of Mrs. S. A. Wright, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 1782) for the relief of William G. Budlong, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, from the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 1792) for a public 
building at Rochester, New York, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I am instructed by the Committee on Post- 
Offices aud Post-Roads to report back the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
140) in regard to the extension of the franking privilege, and to say 
on behalf of the committee that they have considered the resolution 
and find themselves equally divided as to its merits, and therefore 
report it back without recommendation, and ask that it may be placed 
on the Calendar for consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be placed on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. LOGAN. I willask the Senator if the committee who reported 
the joint resolution would not as lief it should lie on the table so as 
to be called up without going on the Calendar ? 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Iam perfectly content to have done whatever 
the introducer desires in regard to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It goes upon the Calendar in either 
event. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. That is what I supposed. It can be called up 
in one case as well as the other. 


Caicaco, January, 1881. 


I do not know to what committee such memorials are usually re- 
ferred; probably it should go to the Committee on Finance. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Such memorials have been heretofore 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture, the Chair understands. 

Mr. LOGAN, Then I move that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I present the petition of 30 soldiers of the late 
war, some of whom were enlisted in Iowa regiments and others hav- 
ing served in regiments of other States, but who now reside in the 
State of Iowa, praying for the passage of a bill equalizing the bounties 
of soldiers at the rate of eight and one-third dollars per month for 
the time served. I move that the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented resolutions of the Bar Association of Cum- 
berland County, Maine, in favor of the erection of a monument in 
the city of en in memory of Chief-Justice John Marshall ; 
which were referred to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented the petition of Mary Brown, widow 
of George W. Brown, Company B, Twelfth Ohio Cavalry Volunteers, 
praying that she be granted arrears of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented a letter from the Secretary of the Inte- 
nor, addressed to the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
relating to the bill (S. No. 2057) for the relief of Arthur J. Carrier; 
which Was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

“a INGALLS, I present the petition of sundry citizens residing 
th : we of Kansas, formerly soldiers, praying for the passage of 
’ vill (8. No. 496) roviding for the examination and adjadication 
oe claims, which I ask may be laid on the table, the bill hav- 

+ . reported from the Committee on Pensions. 

7 — oan. I will ask the Senator if in presenting that petition 
tit . = out of the way for him to read a note that is at the head 

a idan be aene a. read for the information of the Senate. 

umber o. i i i 
to have the head-note ren: petitions of that kind, and should like 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. JOHNSTON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2147) to provide for the purchase from Mrs. 
Hubard of a bronze statue of General Washington; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsion, (by request, ) asked and, by unani- 

,mous consent, obtained leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 2148) for the 
relief of John H. Huyett; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred, with the accompanying papers, to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2149) to establish an assay office in the city 
of Omaha, in the State of Nebraska; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining. 

Mr. PLUMB asked and, by unanimous wonsent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2150) to grant the right of way through the 
Fort Bliss military reservation to the Rio Grande and El Paso Rail- 
road Company; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. L}UTLER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 

11 (S. No. 2151) to restore certain articles of silverware 
to Mrs. Isabella S. McRae; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


ntroduce a bi 


SAMUEL POLLOCK. 
On motion of Mr. MCPHERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the vote by which the bill (S. No. 1706) for the relief of Samuel 
Pollock was indefinitely postponed be reconsidered and that the bill be recom- 


mitted to the Committee on Pensions. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolution: 

A bill (S. No. 1805) relative to the revolutionary battle-field of 
Benningtor 

A bill (8. No. 1573) to provide for the furnishing of certain public 
documents to soldiers’ homes; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 146) to provide for printing and dis- 
tributing the index of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD semi-monthly. 

rhe message also announced that the House had concurred in the 
resolution of the Senate to print 15,560 copies of the report of the 
Smithsonian Institution for the year 1550. 

The message further announced that the House had concurred in 
the resolution of the Senate for the printing of 1,000 copies of the 
report of the joint commission appointed under the eighth section 
of the act of Congress of June 21, 1860, to examine into the organi- 
zation, system of discipline, and course of instruction of the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, submitted December 13, 1860. 

The message further announced that the House had concurred in 
some, and non-concurred in other amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. No. 6730) making appropriations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 
1682, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had concurred in some 
and non-concurred in other amendments of the Senate to the bill(H. 
R. No, 6969) making appropriations for the naval service for the fis- 
cal year ending June 30, 1622, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolutions, in which it requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 6729) to contirm a certain private land claim in 
the Territory of New Mexico; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to provide for the 
expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 182, and for other purposes ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 372) authorizing the Public Printer to 
print reports of the United States Fish Commissioner upon new dis- 
coveries in regard to fish-calture: and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 388) to provide for publishing an edi- 
tion of Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker had signed the en- 
rolled joint resolution (8. R. No. 143) authorizing the inspection and 
issue of an American register to the Egyptian steamship Dessoug; 
and it was thereupon signed by the Vice-President. 

COUNT OF ELECTORAL VOTEs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
next in order. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask the Senate to take up and proceed to the 
consideration of the resolution which I submitted on the 15th of June 
last, relating to the right of the President of the Senate to count the 
votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama calls for the 
consideration of a resolution standing on the Calendar, formerly sub- 
mitted by him. 

Mr. LOGAN. If the morning business is throngh—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair had recognized the Senator 
from Alabama under the morning-hour business. 


Concurrent and other resolutions are 


Mr. LOGAN. I understood that the call was for the introducti 
of resolutions. i 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair announced the order 
ness, Which is ‘‘ concurrent and other resolutions.” Does the & 
from Illinois desire to submit a resolution ? ; 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir; if the business of the morning hour 
in reference to the introduction of bills and resolutions, Id ty 
pursuance of the notice I gave a few days ago, to move t 
present and all prior orders be postponed temporarily 
take up the bill (S. No. 1992) to place Ulysses S, Grant, 
and ex-President of the United States, upon the retire 
Army. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair had recognized the genni. 
from Alabama, [Mr. MORGAN, ] and the Secretary will report the res, 
lution called for by him. , _ 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution submitted by Mr. MorGay o 
the 15th of June, 1880. pi 

Mr. MCDONALD. I ask the Senator from Alabama to allow 1 
give a notice, 

Mr. MORGAN. Very well. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I desire to give notice that on the conclusion os 
the special order I shall move to postpone the present and all prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up the bill (S. No. 19) to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain and certify the amount of 
land located with military warrants in the States described ther ia 
and for other purposes. I shall ask for the consideration of that }j)j 
on the close of the special order. 

Mr. INGALLS. To what.does the Senator refer, the unfinished 
business or the Indian severalty bill? 

Mr. MCDONALD. The Indian severalty bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. That was informally laid aside for the purpose of 
considering the pension appropriation bill, which is now under cop. 
sideration; but the understanding was that at the conclusion of the 
consideration of the pension bill the Indian severalty bill should he 
resumed. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I do not propose to antagonize the Indian sey- 
eralty bill, but to make the motion I suggested as soon as that is dis. 
posed of; and I desire the friends of the measure with which I am 
charged to be advised of this notice, for if we aro to do anything 
with the bill at this session we should take action upon it at an early 
day. : 

My notice, then, Mr. President, is that as soon as the special orders 
now indicated are disposed of I shall move to take up this bill and 
ask the friends of the measure to aid me as far as they can in bring- 
ing it before the Senate. Itis an important measure, and if not acted 
on now cannot be disposed of at this session. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. The Senator will allow me to ask him whether 
he means by the bills “now indicated” the two bills that are before 
the Senate? 

Mr. MCDONALD. Yes; the pension appropriation bill and the 
Indian severalty bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iask the Senate to proceed with the consideration 
of the resolution before the Senate. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Ifthe Senator from Alabama will allow me, 1 
should like to give notice that as soon as I can do so—— 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator can give his notice at any time, and a 
notice amounts to nothing practically at this stage of the session. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following concurrent resolu- 
tion, submitted by Mr. MoRGAN June 15, 1880: 


on 


f busi. 


nator 


r 
esire, in 
hat the 

In order to 
late Genera] 
d list of the 


1é To 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the Presi 
dent of the Senate is not invested by the Constitution of the United States with 
the right to count the votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United States so as to determine what votes shall be received and counted or what 
votes shall be rejected. 

Mr. MORGAN. The resolution I have offered is one that becomes 
immediately important, if it has any importance whatever, and I hope 
the Senate will proceed with its consideration. 

Mr. CONKLING. Although I wish to hear, I cannot hear a word 
the Senator says. 

Mr. MORGAN. It fs not really my fault, but I am not in a condi- 
tion of health to-day to exert myself much. I have brought forward 
this resolution for the purpose of getting an expression from the Set- 
ate of the United States; and as the resolution is at present framed, 
from the House of Representatives, a concurrent expression, upon 4 
question in regard to which, in my judgment, it is within the power 
of the two Houses to declare the law. So far as I am personally con- 
cerned, I have heretofore debated this question in the Senate during 
the present session at such length as I desired, through the courtesy 
of the Senate; and if I should make any extended remarks on tis 
resolution now I should only be repeating what I have said heret- 
fore. 

Mr.CONKLING. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him again 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. é 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not know, and I am not alone in my 1gn® 
rance, the resolution to which the Senator is speaking. Will he be 
kind enough to indicate it or allow it to be reported ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Let the resolution be reported. 

The Chief Clerk again read the resolution. fed 

Mr. MORGAN. This subject has been so frequently before the wn 
ate that almost every Senator who has been here for more than 00 








eorm at least has had an opportunity of expressing his opinion, and 
z ink that almost the entire body who have been here that length 
of time have given expression to their views upon the subject. I do 
vot care myself to engage in the discussion of a trite subject, and I 

', entirely Willing at any moment of time that any Senator thinks 
— vote ought to be taken, or when it shall be indicated that there 
“ll he no further discussion on the resolution, that a vote shall be 


eal ) ft. 
ee aaa moreover, that the language in which the resolution is 
ched was intended to express the idea that the President of the 
senate, Whether he might be President pro tempore or whether he 

ot be the Vice-President of the United States, is not invested by 
‘ho Constitution with the authority to determine what votes shall be 
received and counted, or what votes shall be rejected; that that 
matter belongs to some other jurisdiction, some other power, which 
-hic pesolution does not undertake to define. The resolution goes 
<mply to the extent of declaring that that officer has not that power. 
‘Whether we have the right to control the President of the Senate 
» a matter of this kind, I admit is a question that is open to debate. 
My own views about it are fixed and settled. Iregard the President 
f the Senate as an officer of the Senate, whether he is here under 
-he Constitution as an ex officio officer of the Senate, or whether he is 
ere by the election of this body, and that like all other officers of 
the Senate he is charged by the law and the Constitution, and prob- 
bly by the rales of the Senate, to execute its will and pleasure when- 
ever that may be properly and constitutionally expressed, and that 
the Senate cannot get into such a relation with its officer, as that he 
would have a right to disregard its order upon any subject that fell 
vithin the purview of its authority. 

Tam not well enough this morning to engage in an extensive dis- 
cussion of this measure, and with this brief explanation of the pur- 
nose of the resolution I shall not detain the Senate any further. 

* Mr, COCKRELL. Is the resolution before the Senate ? 

[he VICE-PRESIDENT. It is, and the question is, will the Senate 
agree tothe same? Is the Senate ready for the question ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not quite ready, Mr. President. It appears to 
me tbat after what has transpired, if not before, it is quite unneces- 
«ary to make any declaration at this present time upon the subject. 
I have not heard, even in the newspapers, that the present Vice-Pres- 
dent of the United States and President of the Senate has threat- 
ened or has even been suspected of any intention to be a usurper, if 
the counting, (with all that that implies, more or less,) of the votes 
for President and Vice-President of the United States by the Presi- 
lent of the Senate be a usurpation. It does not appear to me, there- 
fore, that a bald declaration of opinion upon a purely and practically 
tract question, which does not contain any declaration of opinion 
ouching certain other bodies on the same subject, is wise, if we are 
‘o make a declaration of our opinion upon this subject; though this 
loes not purport to be a declaration of opinion ; it seems to stand in 
the nature of an edict. It does not say that in the opinion of the 
Senate the President of the Senate has not that power, but it pur- 
ports to be the declaration of a fact which is to be enforced by the 
authority of the Senate in some way, perhaps at the point of the bay- 
inet of the Sergeant-at-Arms, who, I believe, is the executive officer 
it the Senate, or at the point of his mace if he has one,—something 
of that kind. 

Now, Lam opposed to making any half declaration, if any declara- 
tion at all, at this time. There is a proverb, I believe, that a half 
truth isan untruth. Ithink that as this is stated, even if you put 

tin the form of an opinion, leaving it just where it is, it is a half 
truth, assuming it to be a truth at all, as I think it is, if by the word 
‘counting ” you mean quite a different thing; Senators will excuse 
the Hibernian form of putting it. Counting a vote is an arithmet- 
cal or numerical performance; and deciding what paper is a legal 
Vote is quite a different thing. If this resolution read that the Presi- 
dent of the Senate is not invested, by the Constitution merely, with 
authority to decide whether the State of New York, or the State of 
Georgia, or the State of Vermont is entitled under given circumstances 
‘o participate in the election of a President and Vice-President of the 
Vuited States, I should give it my most cordial adhesion, if the ques- 
“on arose at a time and under circumstances when it was necessary 
‘0 Say anything about it. Ifit still further declared that by the force 
of the Constitution merely this body possessed no such power, I should 
give that also my cordial adhesion. If it said thatthe House of Rep- 
tesentatives, by force of the Constitution merely, possessed no such 
power, I should also accede to that with equal cheerfulness. If it 
said that both the Houses together, (whatever that may mean,) ex- 
‘ept as a “ presence ” which the Constitution speaks of, did not pos- 
“ess by force of the Constitution alone the power to decide whether 
the electoral vote of the State of Vermont or of Georgia should enter 
ean spr of the question who are elected President and Vice- 
ee .y t ae l nited States, I should say amen to that with all my 
President 2 wens still further and said that all three together, the 
tives, by for yews the Senate, and the House of Representa- 
should 5 roe of the Constitution alone, possessed no such power, I 
“ould agree to that most cordially, not only as a mere intellectual 
— as @ legal definition of the terms and purport of the Con- 
earving thet - a question of the highest patriotism in respect of pre- 
pediedl ena 4 <~ rties of the people of the United States against usur- 
yranny on one side and anarchy on the other that would 
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flow from a contrary decision, as it seemsto me. For I happen to be 
one of those truly democratic persons who believe that one of the 
fundamental securities and perhaps the chief security of the liberty 
of the people of this Republic as a nation depends upon the security 
of every right in these respects, as well as a great many others, that 
the Constitution has given to the States of this Union, and I believe 
that so strongly that I do not intend that any act or declaration of 
mine shall contribute in any degree toward assuming by force of con- 
stitutional construction alone any authority in any one, or all, or any 
combination of the three personages (if I may use that expression) to 
whom I have referred. 

I should hope, therefore, that the Senator from Alabama would not 
press this resolution at this time. There is no occasion for it in point 
of fact. It does not state except by construction and inference—if 
you can put construction and inference upon it—what is the real 
question; and that is the decision respecting the rights of States to 
cast their votes at all. It does not state, if it were put in that form 
only, one-half or one-third of what I believe to be the whole ques- 
tion, which if we are to make any statement about it at all, ought te 
be embraced one way or the other. 

So I trust that my friend from Alabama will not insist on bringing 
the Senate to a vote upon this subject so very important at this pres- 
ent time. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I think it may safely be assumed 
that this question has been discussed so much and for so long a pe- 
riod that every Senator on this floor has his mind made up upon it. 
Believing that, I hope that we may soon come to a vote upon it, and 
I hope that the resolution will be adopted without any amendment 
at all. I think it presents one very clear proposition; and if any- 
body wants to have other propositions umd, he can do it by 
introducing a resolution, or whatever may be the proper form to 
adopt to bring it before the Senate. I hope that this resolution will 
be adopted precisely as it is and with as little debate as Senators may 
feel that it is their duty to indulge in. 7 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the Senator from Ohio sits down, will he 
allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. Having been absent for a day or two I was not 
here when this resolution was reported. I shall be obliged to the 
honorable Senator from Ohio to inform me as far as he can do so what 
is the practical purpose of the resolution. Why should any expres- 
sion of opinion on this point take place in the Senate now? I say 
to the Senator that I ask this question not by way of any strategy 
or contrivance in debate, but I ask him because I presume that some 
reason may have been assigned or can be assigned which I know 
nothing about. 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not think it is necessary to go into that. I 
am not actuated, as some members of other bodies appear to have been, 
by fears that the democrats are going to perpetrate some great wrong 
in the count of the electoral vote next week, and I am quite as certain 
that there is no intention on the part of our republican friends to do 
anything that they think would be wrong; but I think it is a very good 
time to express the opinion of the Senate on this question. That is 
all I have to say. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is the Senate ready for the question ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am not ready for it, and in order to test the 
sense of the Senate whether it will now with all the other business 
on its Calendar go into a discussion of all that is involved in this and 
the cognate things at this time, I move to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. THURMAN. On which I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So do I. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia, (when Mr. BRowN’s name was called.) My 
colleague [Mr. Brown] is paired with the Senator from Colorado 
{Mr. TELLER] on this question. 

Mr. TELLER, (when his name was called.) On all political ques- 
tions I am paired with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Brown.] If 
he were present, [ should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. WALLACE, (when his name was called.) 
my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. } 
should vote ‘ nay.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BALDWIN. My colleague [Mr. Ferry] is paired with the 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. MAxEy.] If my colleague were present, 
he would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I am paired with the Senator from Indi- 
ana, (Mr. VOORHEES.] If he were present, I should vote “ yea.”’ 

Mr. McDONALD. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIaMs } 
is paired with the Senator from Nevada, [Mr.SHaron.] If the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky were here, he would vote “ nay.” 

Mr. BAILEY. On political questions Iam paired with the Senator 
from Nebraska, [Mr. Pappock.] If he were present, I should vote 
“ nay.” 

Mr. McMILLAN. 
lina [Mr. Ransom] on this question. 


The Senator from Vermont moves to lay 


I am paired with 
If he were here, I 


I am paired with the Senator from North Caro- 
If he were here, I should vote 


“yea,” and I presume he would vote “nay.” 
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i ; The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 32; as follows: The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama mov 
at seg? that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the resoluti "4 
as {> YEAS—22. viously read ution pre- 
| Allison, Cameron of Wis. Hillof Colorado, Platt IN 
H cain Genkiien, ae Plumb, Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask for the yeas and nays on that question, 
Baldwin, Davis of Timois, Kellogg, Rollins The yeas and nays were ordered and taken. 
Blair, Dawes, Kirkwood, Windom Mr. TELLER. On all political questions I am paired with th 

i Booth, Edmunds, Logan Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Brown.] If he were present I shou), 

ts Burnside, Hamlin Morrill, vote “nay.” should 

7G NAYS—32 Mr. JONES, of Nevada. On this question I am paired wit} 
be . : * the 
4 Bayard Farley Jonas, Pugh, Senator from Indiana, [Mr. VoORHEES.] Were he present I sh ld 
t q Beck, Garland, Jones of Florida, penssiok. vote “ nay.” ould 
4 € G ., Kernan, Saulsbury, 1: i ‘ : 

ay Call : Hampton, Lamar, Slater, The result was announced—yeas 31, nays 18; as follows: 
ey Cockrell, Harris, McDonald, Thurman YEAS—31 
2 Coke, Hereford, McPherson Vance, fies - — 

a ee i Davis of W.Va., Hill of Georgia, Morgan, Vest ayard, Farley, Jonas, : Ransom, 

; Eaton, Johnston, Pendleton, Walker Beck, Garland, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 
Butler, Groome, Kernan, Slater, 
ae bef ABSENT—22 Call, Hampton, McDonald, Thurman, 
FP ' Bailey, Ferry, Paddock, Wallace Cockrell Harris, McPherson, Vance 
a i Blaine, Grover, Ransom, Whyte, Coke, > <, Hereford, s Morgan, Vv est, 
| eae Sear. a aealine Williams, Davis of W. Va., Hill of Georgia, Pugh, Withers 
a | Bruce, Jones of Nevada, Sharon, Withers. Eaton, Johnston, Randolph, 
et ; Cameron of Pa. MeMillan, Teller, NAYS—18. 
rf ———_ £4. —— Anthony, Davisof Illinois, Hoar, Plumb, 
a So the motion was not agreed to. Baldwin, Dawes, Ingalls, Rollins, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I am bound to infer that the Sen- | Blair, Edmunds, MeMillan, Windom. 
; ate has refused to lay this resolution on the table for fear that it may | Booth. | Sitctisdeste fon” 
be called up again to-morrow morning or at some such time. There- | °¢™°°° eee _ 
fore I think, in order to enable the Senate to express its opinion upon, ABSENT—27. 
oo the resolution in its present form—— Allison, Carpenter, Lamar, Teller, 
i The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair reminds the Senator that the | Bailey, Conkling, Logan, Voorhees, 
i E 2 al Blaine, Ferry, Maxey, Walker, 
; morning hour has now expired. : : Brown, Grover, Paddock, Wallace 
5 Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate continue the consideration | Bruce, Jones of Nevada, Pendleton, Whyte, | 
of the resolution. — Cameron of Pa, Kellogg, Saunders, Williams. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That involves the postponement of the | Cameron of Wis., Kirkwood, Gheren, 
pending order. So the motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MORGAN. I make that motion. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution is before the Senate, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama moves to| Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be reported. 
postpone the pending order, being the consideration of the Calendar | The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution will be read. 
of General Orders under the Anthony rule, for the purpose indicated | The Chief Clerk read the resolution as submitted by Mr. Morcay 
by him. Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, I rise to make a motion to commit this 
Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. It seems to be assumed 
The yeas and nays were ordered. by the older Senators in this body that the subject has been exhaust- 
Mr. McMILLAN. Ishould like to inquire what is the pending order roa discussed in previous years, that they have their minds thor- 
to be postponed. ough ly settled oe the great questions that are involved in this res- 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending order is the consideration | olution in all their ramifications, and that they are ready to vote 
of the Calendar of General Orders under the standing order of the | upon it, when it is admitted by everybody that there is no occasion 
day, the Anthony rule. The question is on postponing that order. in existing emergencies for the expression of legislative opinion on 
The yeas and nays were taken. the subject at all. I am the youngest member on the floor of the 
Mr. McDONALD. I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. Voor- | Senate, I think, and I am not anxious to vote on this resolution. | 
HEES] is paired with the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. Jongs.] If my | admit that the tendencies of my own mind and of my own investiga- 
colleague were here, he would vote “ yea.” tions on this subject, so far as I have been able to make them, are 
The result was announced—yeas 33, nays 23; as follows: rather favorable than otherwise to the resolution ; and yet I am noi 
YEAS—33 prepared to vote for it at this time. I think the topics involved init 
— Sensis att Slater are altogether too important for the majority of the Senate and the 
Beck, | Hampton, McDonald, Ttnen. older members of the Senate to be justified in forcing an expression 
; Butler, Harris, McPherson, Vance, of opinion by a formal vote when there is no occasion for it, as they 
Call, Hereford, Morgan, Vest, admit; and if I am obliged to vote upon this subject during this ses- 
Coke, Hill of Georgia, Pendleton, Walker, sion or any time I shall be glad to be instructed by the Committee 
Davis of W. Va... Johnston, Pugh, Withers. yl & . - y , 

; Eaton, Jonas, Randolph, on the Judiciary when opportunity has been given them to form and 

f Farley, Jones of Florida, Ransom to express it maturely. 

‘ Garland, Kernan, Saulsbury, If there were necessity for immediate action, I should feel other- 
: NAYS—23. wise ; but as it is I think it almost a matter of courtesy which older 
BS | Allison, Cameron of Wis., Hill of Colorado, Morrill, members should perform toward those who are less ready to vote 

Anthony, Conkling, = = Hoar, Platt, until there shall be occasion for it, that this resolution be sent to the 
Baldwin, a of Nlinois, Kellogg, . am Judiciary Committee, a committee organized by the Senate to treat 
Booth. tan coon Winden. of questions of this kind and to give to other and younger mem- 
Burnside, Hamlin, MeMillan, bers who have less opportunity for the investigation of this particu- 

ABSENT—20 lar class of subjects the benefit of their examination and counsel. | 
Bailey . 5 arteee hope that the resolution will be sent to the Committee on the Judi- 

Bailey, Carpenter, Jones of Nevada, ee. : 

; Blaine, Cockrell, Maxey, Vobrhees, -_* ae . 

Brown, Ferry, Paddock, Wallace, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New ‘Hampshire 

Bruce, Grover, Saunders, Whyte, moves that the resolution be committed to the Committee on the 

Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, Sharon, Williams. Judiciary. 

| So the motion was agreed to. Mr. BLAIR. I call for the yeas and nays. 

i 2 The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. INGALLs in the chair.) The The yeas and nays were ordered. = 
if order is postponed. Mr. THURMAN. I do not rise to debate this matter, but to call 
P| Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate continue the consideration | the attention of my friend from New Hamshire to the fact that’ 
if. of the resolution. majority of the committee that reported this resolution are members 

a The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the adoption of | of the Judiciary Committee. . 
cE the resolution. , ; Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, if any committee has reportes 
ye Mr. EDMUNDS. The motion was to postpone the pending order | this resolution, it isa committee of some caucus and not a committee 
we Be a and that was the only orderly motion according to the previous rul- | of the Senate of the United States. I have no doubt, therefore, (18! 
ch hee ings of the Vice-President. We are now therefore the Senator from Ohio refers to some committee of which the Cm 
ae B if The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair was advised by the Chief | stitution and the rules of the Senate have not any cognizance. Tha 
B erase Clerk, not knowing the condition of business himself. may be true. We have been told in the public newspapers and other- 
ni Mr. EDMUNDS. The question now is on whatever anybody may | wise informed that since the advent of that happy day, when th 
> Eves move. We have not yet voted to proceed to consider this resolution. | party that is called or calls itself the democratic party came 1" 
; mag The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair was informed that the | power at the Capitol, the legislative branch of the Government has 
at resolution was pending, probably erroneously. | been chiefly carried on nights and Sundays and at other convenie®’ 
Bio Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- | times by an organization embracing people of particular views °F * 
. i ation of the resolution. | want of particular views, as the case may be, considering out ot '¢S 
ma: 
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“ve halls what would be I must suppose the most popular thing 
= ext or not to do next, and its rescripts and arrangements have 
to do b rought forth and attempted to be put in the form of laws and 
= ens and soon. I did not certainly know whether that was 
eT ‘although I was strongly inclined to believe it, until the Senator 
a Obio tells us that a majority of the committee who reported this 
a tion constitute a majority of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
vr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from Vermont allow me to in- 
rerrupt right there? 

* Mr, EDMUNDS. With the greatest pleasure. 
Mr. THURMAN. I did say so; but I said it under a misapprehen- 
The resolution had been hereso long that I was under the im- 
that it had been reported from the committee of which the 
from Alabama is chairman. I find I was mistaken in that, 
fore my statement to the Senator from New Hampshire was 


re 


gion. 
pression 
senator 
and there 


n¢ 


a SDMUNDS. Yes, Mr. President, that was what I was going to 
trv to show from the face of the official print now before me. This 
ices not appear to be a caucus print precisely, which I hold in my 
' This says: 

Forty-sixth Congress, second session.—Senate Mis. Doc. No. 103. 

In the Senate of the United States, June 15, 1880, ordered to be printed. 

\(r, MorcAN submitted the following resolution : 

Here follows the resolution. My friend from Ohio, therefore, was 
mistaken in saying that a majority ofthe Committee on the Judiciary, 
+o which the Senator from New Hampshire has proposed to refer this 
~egolution, constituted a majority of the committee or a part of it, 
‘he did not say a majority, I believe,) that reported this resolution, 
{ by that he referred to a committee of the Senate, because no com- 
mittee of the Senate has ever considered this resolution, for it has 
not been referred to any committee of the Senate at all. It may still 
be true, and I am inclined to believe it is, that a majority of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary composed a part of some committee or other 
assemblage of individuals and persons who, outside of the hours of 
the Senate and the hours of the people in that “ other place ”—which 
I believe is the constitutional phrase—have considered what sort of a 
resolution it would be most advantageous to the interests of that asso- 
ciation of gentlemen to whom I have referred to permit. So the cor- 
rection that my friend from Ohio has made is really a comparatively 
unimportant one ; but we now have the fact that this resalution that 
is supposed to be of so much importance, either in respect of pending 
events or in respect of something else, as to induce a majority of this 
body to set aside all the pension cases on the Calendar and all the 
cases of private claims and all the cases of general public considera- 
tion, for the purpose of taking up this resolution at this time. 

Now, what the Senator from New Hampshire has said has very 
great force. It may not be in accordance with the designs, (and I 
believe that is a perfectly polite word; Ido not mean to use any 
other)—it may not be in accordance with the designs of that com- 
mittee, whatever it was, or that other body of people, if it were not 
a committee, who framed this resolution; but if the reference to a 
committee is in accordance with the practice of the Senate that has 
endured and been followed in general for a longer period of time than 
that to which the Senator from Ohio referred yesterday when he said 
that for seventy years the Senate had marched over to the House of 
Representatives to be present at the opening of the certificates and 
the counting of the votes for President and Vice-President of the 
United States. Why, then, should not this resolution be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, or to the committee of which the 
distinguished Senator from Alabama is the chairman to take into con- 
sideration the state of the law touching all these questions? Wh 
should we not have the consideration, the study, the conclusion, wit 
its reasons, of one or the other of these committees? The committees 
of this body are supposed to be at present in safe hands, unless indeed 
it should be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims of 
which my distinguished friend from Rhode Island [Mr. ANTHONY] is 
the chairman, and perhaps the fear might be that if it were so referred 
it might not be in the hands of a majority of people for the moment 
vho would be entirely willing from that mere cause to carry into 
effect the edicts of any caucus, if there had been one, but might be 
“isposed to consider the resolution on its constitutional or, borrowing 
the name of the committee, its revolutionary merits, whatever they 
might be, So I do not think that I would vote to send it to the Com- 
nittee on Revolutionary Claims. It might imperil the cause of con- 
‘titutional freedom this week and next, to do so, and I should be sorry 
‘o do anything imperiling the cause of constitutional freedom either 
‘als Week or next or any other week that I know of. But to send it 
‘o the Committee on the Judiciary of which the distinguished Sena- 

or from Ohio is the facile princeps would be to send it, I was going to 

say—but that would be getting outside of anything that is in the 
rule—I Was going to say back to the bosom of its friends from which 
», Prang. Iam not sufficiently informed to be justified in saying 
» Jt exactly ; and indeed, as I look at the phraseology of the resolu- 
of th — strongly inclined to think that the distinguished chairman 
: jo ommittee on the Judiciary did not compose it or write it out. 

pr bear the characteristics that I have so long observed with 
outs —~ that adorn the character and cultivation of the hon- 
Senate rian of the Committee on the Judiciary. But stillas the 
dened tee ently considers it embraces a subject of great constitu- 
‘mportance, (whether of practical importance or not at this 


hand. 
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time remains to be seen,) if the Senate does with it as it has done 
almost always with similar questions it will gladly send it to that 
committee for early and careful and constituticaal consideration and 
report, and I hope it will be done. 

he whole subject deserves inquiry. It is one of the most inter- 
esting and important, perhaps I ought to say the most interesting 
and important of any of the subjects that can enter into the theory 
or the operations of the Government of the United States. Why 
not, then, allow that committee to consider it? Has anybody stated 
the reason? We have not heard any. Why not allow that commit- 
tee to report upon the subject, and to define, if it can, what it be- 
lieves to be the powers, and where they may be vested, mentioned 
in the article of the Constitution touching this subject, and what 
means, if any there may be, can be wisely and lawfally provided for 
clearing up all points of probable or even possible dispute and dif- 
ference, all collisions and tumults of party bias and hate, and putting 
the state of the law, as the phrase is in the appointment of the com- 
mittee of the Senator from Alabama, into a lier condition, defining 
or limiting or lodging these duties in the hands of somebody or some 
board or some tribunal? Why not? 

It is only a short time since that the present occupant of the chair 
(Mr. INGALLS] offered a resolution upon this subject which had been 
taken, as I am informed—and I think I have seen it since—from 
the institutions of the fathers, from the days of Jefferson, and which 
simply provided that the Senate, in the peformance of its consti 
tutional duty, would receive the House of Representatives on the 
day fixed by law, for the purpose of doing whatever the Constitution 
required to be done in respect of the opening and counting of the 
votes for President and Vice-President; and yet although that reso- 
lution provided for the simplest formality, although it had been sanc- 
tified by commendation, unanimously received, of the men who occu- 
pied the Halls of the two Houses of Congress in 1801, it was sent, on 
the motion I believe of the Senator from Alabama, certainly on the 
motion of some of the gentlemen who seem apparently disposed not 
to refer this resolution, to the committee of which that Senator is 
chairman. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of half past one having 
arrived, the Senate resumes the consideration of its unfinished 
business, being the Indian severalty bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to postpone—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the title 
of the bill which is the unfinished business. 

The Cuter CLERK. A bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allot- 
ment of lands in severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and 
to extend the protection of the laws of the States and Territories 
over the Indians, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to postpone all prior orders, with a view of 
continuing the consideration of the resolution which has been under 
discussion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama moves 
that the pending order be postponed. 

Mr. WINDOM. What is the pending order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will again report the un- 
finished business of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read the title of Senate bill No. 1773. 

Mr. WINDOM. I had the impression that the pension appropria- 
tion bill was the pending order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator is misinformed. The 
bill just reported by the Clerk is the unfinished business which was 
yesterday by unanimous consent informally laid aside for the pur- 
pose of considering the pension appropriation bill, and the bill just 
reported by the Clerk was called up prior to adjournment last even- 
ing and became the unfinished business of the Senate. The Senator 
from Alabama now moves that the pending order, which is the unfin- 
ished business just reported, be postponed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Postponed till when? 

Mr. MORGAN. With a view of continuing the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There are only two motions to postpone that I 
know of under the rules, if the rules make any difference ; one is to 
postpone to a day certain and the other is to postpone indefinitely ; 
and therefore I should be glad to have the question put in the way 
the rules require. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont is cor- 


rect. 

Mr. THURMAN. I suggest tomy friend from Alabama to make his 
motion to postpone until to-morrow, and if we get through with the 
pension bill it will be easy enough to rescind that order and take up 
the allotment bill. The Senator from Vermont has made the point 
that the rules require a motion to postpone to a time certain or in- 
definitely. Therefore I suggest to my friend from Alabama that he 
move a postponement until to-morrow. 

Mr. MORGAN. The purpose is not to displace that order of busi- 
ness but to dispose of this resolution. It is not in hostility to that 
measure at all. I therefore modify my motion, and move to postpone 
the consideration of the present order until to-morrow with a view to 
take up the resolution which has been under discussion this morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama moves 
that the pending order be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken. 
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Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom] 

















stepped outof the Chambera moment ago and asked me to pair with 
him. If he has not voted I] shall refrain from voting; otherwise I 
should vote “nay.” 
Mr. TELLER. As this assumes a political phase, I am paired 
with the Senator from Georgia,[Mr. BRowN.] 1 would vote “nay” | 
i 
f he were present. 
The result was announced—yeas 31, nays 19; as follows: 
YEAS 
Bayard Fark Kernan, Slat 
Beck Garland McDonald Thurmai 
But) Hamptor McPherso1 Vv 
Cal) Harris Morgan Vest 
Cockre lieretord Pendleton, Walker 
Coke Hill of Georgii Pagh Whyte 
Davis of W. Va Johnstor Randolph V ‘ 
I Jonas Saulsbury 
NA YS—19 
Al ; ‘onkling Ingalls 
bli Dawes Kellogg : 
Box Edmunds, Kirkwood, Rollins 
Bur ( Hill of Colorade Logan W indon 
Wis., Hoar McMillar 
ABSEN T—26. 
Allisor ‘arpenter Jones of Nevada, Shar 
] if Davis of Illinois Lamar Te 
BRaldwir Ferry Maxey Voorhees 
laine (;room¢ Paddock Wallace, 
Grove Plumb Williams. 
ruce Hamli Ransom, 
‘ ron of P Jones of Florida, Saunders 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order, the unfinished 
business, is postponed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I think the Senate must not have 

nsidered exactly the idea throwing aside this Indian bill in this 
way: therefore I move to reconsider the vote by which it was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

Che PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont moves 
at the vote by which the pending order was postponed until to- 
morrow be reconsidered. 

Mr. EATON. Did the Senator vote with the majority 

Mr. HARRIS. Did the Senator from Vermont vote for the motion 
to postpone ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is not advised. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not. 

Mr. EATON, Then he cannot make the motion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is true. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connecticut 
make a point of order on the motion made by the Senator from Ver- 
mont ? 

Mr. EATON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the resolution which has been under discussion this morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the resolution which 
has heretofore been read by the Clerk. 

Mr. BOOTH. Before the vote is taken I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the fact that a general appropriation bill, the 
bill making appropriations for pensions, has been before the Senate 
now for two days, and it is very important that it should be passed. 
I therefore trust that the motion of the Senator from Alabama will 
not be concurred in, and that the Senate will proceed to the consid- 
eration of the pension bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I expect to vote for the resolution of the Senator 
from Alabama, and I agree with him that it is a proper resolution to 
be passed during the present session of Congress, possibly with some 
amendments which may suggest themselves to the Senate. I think 
if is proper, in consideration of the recent history of this country, 
that a declaration to the extent certainly to which this resolution 
goes, should be put on record. But Ido not think, and I appeal to 
him whether I am not right, that this should be insisted upon at the 
present time, to the displacement of all the other important business 
before the Senate. Let the electoral count go on; let both Houses 
proceed under the resolution which has been sent down to the other 
House from the Senate already. No man then will suppose that 
there is any purpose anywhere—nobody in the country will be dis- 
turbed by the idea that there is any purpose anywhere except what 
appears disclosed on the face of the resolution itself. There will be 
no embarrassment in dealing with proposed amendments or modifi- 
cations from the impression growing out of the fear that possibly 
some unseen meaning may iurk in this resolution which will em- 
barrass a very important constitutional duty that is so soon to be 
performed. 

Mr. President, what reason is there which can be given for displac- 
ing the proposition to facilitate the settlement of the pension cases 
now pending, for the postponement of that pension bill? Whatever 
may be the policy which will be agreed upon, everybody, I suppose, 
agrees that there should be some provision, either by a simple in- 
crease of administrative force or by the pending amendment to that 
bill, to grant relief to the soldiers who are now waiting for their pen- 
sions. There is nothing in tragedy more moving than some of the ap- | 
peals which come to Senators in their mail day after day from soldiers | 
and widows who are dying broken-hearted at the delay of justice 
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under the existing administration of the Pension Office. In say 
that, I mean not to intimate any reproach in the least to any ¢ a 
executive officer. I believe, on the contrary, that the failure ne 
ure on the part of Congress to provide an adequate administr, a 
force in the Pension Office and in the other various offices: Ito 
are soldiers by the thousand whose honest claims were made two... 
three years ago, whose evidence as they believe is ample, and oak oie 
get not even aresponse. They are obliged to send to their a 
or Members to avail themselves of their influence to learn y hy 
that not even a response is made acknowledging the filing of the oy; 
dence on which their title to relief depends. Every day, every ho, 
that the Senate defers action upon this question increases the proba. 
bility that this session of Congress will pass away without any a, : 
quate relief to this most meritorious class of claimants. And it At = 
to me that when the Senate has reached and undertaken the cone. 
eration of the pension bill, when, if I correctly recollect, a Senator; 
entitled to the floor for the expression of his opinion upon the b 
who has commenced but not yet concluded his remarks, we oyo}+ 
not to lay it aside for a mere naked declaration of an opinion we 
question, however important. 

I will aid by my vote the Senator from Alabama to take up aud t 
pass this resolution next week, or within a very short time, whey + 
existing pressure of the pension bill shall have passed away: but; 
insisting upon the right of way to this scheme here and elsewher 
an attack, and a most dangerous attack, possibly a fatal attack, ypoy 
the measures calculated to relieve the pensioners who are waiting fo, 
justice. ‘ 

Mr. WINDOM. Mr. President, I would not venture to say a word 
on this question, which I think would be more properly said by tly 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, did I not sus), 
from remarks made by the Senator from Vermont as to the origin 
this resolution that the chairman of the Committee on Appropria 
tions may be a little embarrassed, and therefore does not feel at |i) 
erty to urge his appropriation bills as he otherwise would do. Hene 
I feel it to be my duty to say a word in behalf of the Appropriations 
Committee. We have now pending the bill appropriating some fifty 
million dollars for pensions. We have also prepared, and now befor 
the Senate, ready for action, another bill making appropriations for 
the Post-Office Department. There is also in the Committee on Ay 
propriations, ready for action, and will be, I suppose, reported to tl 
Senate very soon, the bill making appropriations for fortitications, 
So it will be observed that the Senate is a good deal behind t 
House in its action on the appropriation bills. I know if the ho: 
able chairman of that committee, with the zeal which he al 
displays in behalf of the appropriation bills, were not embarrassed 
by some cause which I cannot explain, he would stand up her 
the presence of the Senate and urge immediate action upon these bills 

There are but four weeks left of the session. If we expect to. 
plete the appropriation bills and avoid an extra session, it seems t 
me of the utmost importance that we should give to the appropriation 
bills the right of way, instead of laying them aside to take up a mer 
political measure, if it be such, that will occupy probably one or tw 
or three days’ time. 

There is a special reason that I wish to submit, in addition to what 
has been said by the Senator from Massachusetts, why the pensio 
bill should be passed at once. It is not merely an appropriation ti 
pay pensions for the next year; but the Senate has added since the 
bill was reported from the committee nearly eighteen million dollars 
to pay deficiencies. Those deficiencies are absolutely necessary to ) 
provided for; and Iam informed by the Commissioner of Pensions- 
at least I heard him make the statement—that there are many pen 
sions which cannot now be paid which have been passed upon, bu 
the meney cannot be furnished because it has not been appropriates. 
I think I am not mistaken in that fact; if I am the other members oi 
the Appropriations Committee will correct me. There, then, are over 
seventeen million dollars of deficiencies with pensions that have been 
allowed unpaid which ought to be paid at once, and the money ought 
to be furnished. 

Now, I submit that the Senate cannot, with any justice to this 
great class of deserving American citizens, lay aside this bill and 
further postpone the payment of pensions found due and only await: 
ing the supply of money, in order to take up an unimportant measure 
for the sake of a political discussion. a ore? 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Mr. President, I hope in view ot what the 
gentlemen on the other side have severally said and in which they see 
to be very earnest, that they will pardon me for a suggestion. They 
are very anxious to save time. Evidently they are sincere 1n the’. 
They admit that this is a very unimportant matter anyway, and some 
of them say they are inclined to favor it anyhow, and a good many. 
them have favored it. Now, I suggest to the gentlemen that i! they 
will just quit talking we will pass this measure and get it out of os 
way in fifteen minutes, and we might as well get rid of if in fifteen 
minutes as in fifteen hours. If they are really sincere and want = 
save time, let them quit talking. If they continue talking it will 0 
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| the talk, and not the resolution, that consumes time. 


Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Georgia will agree to reciprocate 


| that great favor, I will agree for one to quit talking now if he wil 


quit talking the next time I ask him to. . Let 08 
Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I do not understand the Senator, *°)" 
vote now. 
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ur, CONKLING. Mr. President, having heard the distinguished 
_-y¢aciturn Senator from Georgia, I feel moved to ask a question. 
and = joing so, however, I would make to the honorable Senator 
Se Onis the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, as I do 
om “i : acknowledgments for the very luminous and satisfactory 
aa he was good enough to give to a question of mine a 
few moments ago. I asked him the object of pressing the resolution 
.d his answer must have satisfied every inquiring mind in the 
conate. Now, in the hope that I may receive an equally satisfactory 
wnswer to another question, I venture to propound that to whom it 
may concern; and I shall be grateful to any Senator on either side 
i", will favor me with the information, where does this resolution 
‘me from, the one the Senate is asked to take up? 

(* WALLACE. The Senator from Alabama, I believe, offered it; 
‘. on the Calendar upon his motion. — 

Mr. CONKLING. My honorable friend from Pennsy lvania ex- 
oepsses a belief which shows there is not such faith, no, not in Israel. 
{ wonder if the Senator from Pennsylvania really believes that this 
egolution comes from so distinguished a source, and from that source 
alone, as the Senator from Alabama. If he does, then all these Sena- 
some have been making use of many idle words, for which I hope they 
will be brought into judgment, especially the Senator from Vermont 
vho, in some talkative observations that I listened to from him some 
rime ago, stated that it had been alleged here that this resolution was 
-oported from a committee, and then he went on to say that that com- 
: ‘ttee ynust belong to that invisible empire known as the democratic 
caucus. Now comes the Senator from Pennsylvania, who in the 
chance medley of newspaper reports is called the charioteer of that 
caucus; the newspapers say he presides in it himself personally, with 
headquarters in the saddle I presume when he takes the field in per- 
gon: and he says that this resolution comes from the honorable Sena- 
tor from Alabama. 

Well, Mr. President, it could not come from a more distinguished 
ora more thoughtful Senator; and if it does come from a single Sen- 
ator as a resolution not sanctioned by any committee, either by any 
authorized committee or by any of those invisible, unauthorized, 
nondescript but potential committees, (which my honorable friend 
from Florida [Mr. JONES] smiles with satisfaction when he remem- 
bers control and govern the business of this body,) then I submit 
to the Senate that it presents a question additional to those which 
Ihave heard discussed. Is it possible that at this stage of the ses- 
sion and upon an abstract question, a resolution offered by a single 
Senator, never referred to a committee, never reported by a com- 
nittee, not having the imprimatur and authenticity of a caucus of 
the democratic party, is to be taken up not only against the regular 
orders of the Senate, not only against the committees of the Senate 
and their reports, but against the appropriation bills, which we have 
understood, as I thought by common consent, were to have what is 
called in the Senate the right of way. If that is so, without going 
any farther I should concur most fully in the objections which have 
been made by other Senators to any such proceedings. I submit 
that it makes the action of the Senate as to its order, as to the ar- 
rangement of its business, a mere hap-hazard chance affair from 
day to day. 

And yet, Mr. President, I expect at least to be prepared at the 
proper time for the question covered by this resolution, and for the 
treatment that question receives in the resolution ; and therefore I 
say to the Senator from Alabama and to other Senators who favor 
this proposition that at an appropriate time, at any time when the 
question comes conveniently and practically before the Senate, I shall 
be found with them in denying that the presiding officer of the Senate, 
be he who he may, whether the Vice-President or the President of 
the Senate elected by the Senate, has any power whatever to adjudi- 
cate whether the certificate of the electoral votes from a State shall 
be counted or not, or if there be two such certificates which shall be 
counted. This resolution declares: 

That the Presidentof the Senate is not invested by the Constitution of the United 
“tates with the right to count the votes of electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
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lent of the United States. 
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Did the resolution stop there, I should have great doubt about it; 
the Senator from Alabama no doubt would have great doubt about 
it. Tsay no doubt he would, because he has added other words to 
exclude that doubt. Did the resolution stop where I have stopped 
in reading it, and the operative word should be deemed the word 
“count,” different if not conflicting opinions might well arise upon 
the exactness and legal truthfulness of the proposition it would assert. 
That I say because I conceive that counting may be of various kinds. 
He who counts the chairs in the Senate Chamber counts them, no 
doubt, within the clear definition of the word. The expert in money, 
the cashier or receiving or paying teller of a bank who counts coin 
or bank notes, with a view to separating the true from the false, to 
“etect the counterfeit coin or the counterfeit bill, also counts. But 
between the function he performs and the function of him who counts 
the fingers of his hand, there is a difference so broad that it need not 
be pointed ont. 
uaa being no dispute about electoral votes, there being no 
an at every State which has voted had the right to vote; in 
—— words, that every State claiming to be a State is and was on 
ny ate when the votes were cast a State of the Union; there being 

oubt abont the authenticity of the papers; there being but one 


electoral certificate from the State; there being in short nothing 
whatever to do in order to make it a fact accomplished, save only to 
open and exhibit the contents of one paper after another, and then 
to tabulate and add together the votes as shown, I should not be 
prepared to say that the President of the Senate had not as much 
power as would suffice for that. In the presence of the two Houses, 
and in the absence of objection, practically, virtually, in common par- 
lance if not in strict exact Jegal phrase, he would have the pow: 

You, Mr. President, have no power to appoint any committee, in a 
strict sense; yet should a message come from the House of Repre 
sentatives that the House had disagreed to an amendment and a 
conference were asked, whoever at that moment happened to be the 
occupant of the chair would appoint a committee of conference on 
the part of the Senate. It would be done sub silentio; it would be 
done with the assent of the Senate; it would be done as the exertion 
of a power, some part of which would be drawn, of course, from the 
fact that the man who makes the appointment is the presiding ofticer 
of the body; the residue of the power to do the act would be drawn 
from the body itself because of the assent it would give. So, nobody 
dissenting, there being no question about the validity, identity, or 
authenticity of electoral votes, should the President of the Senate 
proceed to that purely ministerial, in one respect hardly even minis- 
terial, function—I might almost say mere manual, formal, matter 
of course thing which would be the adding up of these votes, the 
displaying of the certificates before the two Houses, their submis- 
sion to the tellers appointed by the two Houses, unquestionably 
some part of his power to doit would be beyond that conveyed in 
the mere assent of the witnessing bodies. How much of it, what 
proportion of it, if it could be measured in exact scales, is not im 
portant for the present purpose. Some of it would result from the 
function of the presiding officer and his function as recognized in the 
Constitution, and some portion of it would result from the assent, 
the acquiescence, and therefore the authority of the two Houses of 
Congress assembled before him. I say, then, that had the resolution 
asserted merely an absence of power in the presiding officer of the 
Senate to count, because of lack of definition of the word “ count,” 
I should at least hesitate to agree to such phraseology. It however 
concludes with these words: 

So as to determine what votes shall be 
be rejected 

I may feel at liberty hereafter to criticise that language, and if so, 
only with a view of making more unmistakable, if I can, the idea 
which I have no doubt it is designed toconvey. I will not doit now 
I allude to it merely to say that the resolution means to distinguish, 
it does distinguish between what in one sense would be a “ count” 
within the meaning of the lexicon and within the meaning of the 
law and what in another instance, although a quite different fanc- 
tion, might also fall within the word “ count.” The conclading mem- 
ber of this resolution was, I assume, designed to deny to the presid- 
ing officer of the Senate that judicial or quasi-judicial power, that 
power of deciding or determining, which must be invoked when the 
question of the validity, authenticity, or identity of electoral votes 
arises. I observe the Senator from Alabama does me the honor to 
listen to that statement, and perhaps he will do me the favor to let 
me know whether I am right in the supposition. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from New York is quite right in the 
view upon which the resolution was drawn, unless it may be as to the 
mere question of identity. Ihave notconsidered that proposition. | 
do not regard it as being included in the words I have used there, 
though it may be. I am not committed on that point, however 

Mr. CONKLING. I will say frankly to the Senator that he has 
touched one matter to which I referred a moment ago when I said 
that I might possibly venture to criticize thislanguage. He says now 
that the question of the identity of votes might not be brought within 
the scope of these words. Suppose from the State of New York there 
had been sent to the presiding officer of the Senate an electoral cer- 
tificate by a messenger and a duplicate by mail ; suppose apparently, 
and ostensibly from the same authorities, afterward and within the 
allotted time should come two other duplicates, and on examining 
them it should be found that the result was not the same as evidenced 
by the two certificates ; suppose one should declare that one of New 
York’s thirty-five electors had voted as none of his associate electors 
voted, had voted separately for a President of the United States and 
for a Vice-President of the United States, one of them not being a 
residentof the State in which he lived; that would be a constitutional! 
vote ; and the question would arise whether the certificate which at- 
tested that New York’s thirty-five electors had voted together, or 
whether the certificate which asserted that thirty-four of New York’s 
electors had voted together and one had voted adversely, was to be 
received and counted. There would be a question of identity. The 
Senator perhaps may say that it could be described by other phrases, 
that it might be also a question of validity. I submit that practically 
it would be a question of identity. So would the question of identity 
arise in many other not impossible, hardly improbable cases, and I 
do not believe that the presiding officer of the Senate has power to 
determine that question. 

The inquiry in a given instance is how Connecticut has voted; 
how the electors appointed by the State of Connecticut have cast 
their ballots, and that question may be made up of many elements. 
It may begin with the inquiry, first, whether the State of Connecti- 
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cut appointed any electors at all or not; second, who those electors 
were; third, whether they voted and voted at the time and place 
required ; fourth, whether they voted and certified their votes ac- 
cording to the Constitution and the act of Congress executing the 
Constitution, and so on. These questions precede the count at last 
or the refusal to count at last these votes; and neither might be more 
nor less than a question of mere identity. Do they present occasion 
for the action of the President of the Senate? These words, I submit, 
if they do not cover all the cases to which the law they assert applies, 
should do so, and should be restricted so as to cover no other case. 
It is said that the State of Georgia (without impediment, error, or 
failure in any other respect, I will assume) sends here an electoral 
certificate which evidences the votes of electors cast not at the time 
and at the place designated by law, but cast on a day which the law 
did not designate for that purpose. Of course I will not express, if 
I have one, any opinion as to the ultimate resolution that should be 
made of that question. I refer to it to treat it for a moment only as 
a question whether that certificate is valid or not, whether it is com- 
petent or not, whether it a, with those provisions of the Con- 
stitution and of the law, without which it would be of no conse- 
quence any more than any fugitive paper on which men had written 
their names and recitals. When that question is presented, in my 
belief the presiding officer of the Senate as such, unauthorized by any 
special warrant for that purpose either of the law-making power or 
of the two Houses of Congress, has no more power to decide and de- 
termine it, than the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. He has power 
to do other things. He has power to be the recipient, and upon his 
conscience and his oath the custodian of the cértiticates ; he is bound 
by his obligations to preserve them carefully and inviolably; he is 
empowered and commanded to bring them into the presence of the 
two Houses, and there open them ; and at that point the Constitution 
turns its back on him and speaks to him no longer. If by the 
authority of the two Houses he is authorized or commanded to 
affix his signature to a certificate which recites or asserts or for- 
mulates the result, that he has power to do, not alone because he 
is presiding officer of the Senate, not alone because the Constitution 
invests him with any function or power whatever, but because, in 
lawyer’s phrase, pro hac vice he becomes the organ, the agent, the 
deputy of the Senate and of the House of Representatives to what- 
ever extent that may impart power, or of the whole law-making 
power including the Executive if the authority under which he act 
be a statute as distinguished from a concurrent resolution. 
Mr. EATON. May I ask iny friend if that is not simply his action 
as the presiding officer of the two Houses, not as the presiding officer 


of the Senate ? 


Mr. CONKLING. I understand my honorable friend to mean by 
that a suggestion of his own, not a question. 

Mr. EATON. I do. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then although I am prolonging my very casual 
and unpremeditated part in this debate as I did not mean to do, I will 
say a word to the honorable Senator from Connecticut with whom, 
by the bye, lagree upon all matters as often and as fully as it is pos- 
sible for me to agree with any gentleman disabled and embarrassed 
by the politics held by my distinguished friend. I know of no man 
who succeeds, in spite of his democratic belief, in being right oftener 
than the honorable Senator from Connecticut. I cannot, however, 
agree now fully with that he saysif I understand him. The idea he 
conveys to me is that you, Mr. President, [Mr. INGALLs in the chair, ] 
were you, as if would be very proper you should be, the presiding 
ofticer of the Senate next Wednesday, might, under the direction of 
the Senate and the House, do something more vigorously, more effect- 
ually, at least more appropriately than you a member of the Senate 
could do were you not the officer presiding in the joint meeting of 
the two Houses. Without an opportunity to reflect upon it, I greatly 
doubt that. It does not occur to me that the act of presiding, the 
permission of the two Houses to preside, the honor and precedence 
conferred by being selected to preside, over the two Houses of Con- 
gress met together, would of itself impart any authority or confer any 
power upon that presiding officer beyond the power to preside with 
whatever that implies. 

The two Houses have met together; I will not say have convened, 
because I think that is a misleading word in this connection. The 
two Houses have met together. The electoral certificates have been 
brought in; they have been opened; none of them have been chal- 
lenged ; they have all been tabulated by the tellers; they have been 
announced in the hearing of the two Houses and of all the people 
who witness the proceeding. The declaration has been read first by 
the tellers, or one of them, to the presiding officer, and second, by 
the presiding officer to my honorable friend from Connecticut, and 
to such other of my friends on the other side as are still in doubt of 
the result of the last presidential election, or whom the news of that 
election have not yet reached. All that has been done, and the Houses 
have separated; the Senate has come back into its Chamber; the 
House remainsin its Hall. The two Houses have before resolved, as 
they have heretofore in ancient times frequently resolved, that a par- 
ticular person named shall sign a certificate which shall perpetuate 
and recite the action that day of the two Houses thus met. How does 
the Senator from Connecticnt conclude that the person who had pre- 
sided in this joint meeting which is now dissolved, who comes after- 
ward to be denoted as the person to present to the President-elect 
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his certificate, to sign that certificate, does that because 
in the joint meeting, or that he could not do it as well 
presided at all ix the joint meeting? How does the 
~~ — ae arrive at that conclusion ? 
/ithout finally answering him, in the frankness of « fri: 

sion I should say that ths entherity under ue oe 'ipres 
is to be signed is the direction of the Senate and of the aoa 
I should say that the Senate and the House had just as eke =e 
to select and depute the honorable Senator from Florida a 
[Mr. JONES] to go, as I know it would give him infinite plese” 
to go, to a republican President and Vice-President heweun ute 
it might wring his heart to do so had they been democrats. 9 
prise them that the two Houses had ascertained and made record of e 
election in the different States. When the honorable Senator { - 
Florida went to — that function, with all the pomp and - 
cumstance not only but with all the eagerness which I know wou, 
attend him upon such a mission, my belief is that it would be oe 
posing, as effectual, as complete in law, as if the honorable a 
from Florida had been also the person selected to act as moder. 
of the meeting composed of the members of the two Honses when the 
electoral votes were counted; and I strongly suspect on reflectio, 
that my honorable friend from Connecticut, older and a better cane 
as he is, will say I am not quite wild in my suggestion. ai 

I do not believe that the office of President of the Senate, or thy: 
the Constitution, or that the act of presiding, confers any power upo, 
the presiding officer of the Senate or of the two Houses except he 
having beyond those presented and opeend the electoral votes, to djs. 
charge duties which by parliamentary law, usage, and intendment per. 
tain to a presiding officer. When he comes on the next day ora fut 
day to set down and make record historically of what has been done 
before, and certify to the persons chosen as the incumbents of the 
offices, that they have been ascertained to be elected, that act in py 
belief is to be performed by him not in virtue of the circumstance 
that it so happened that he and not another was selected to presi 
over the two bodies when they met together. If the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives were ill, if in his absence the compliment 
of presiding in the House should fall for a day or for a week upon the 
youngest and the least notable member of the House, and if on th; 
occasion of the two Houses meeting together some disposition of mere 
compliment or courtesy should lead the Senate or its presiding officer 
to waive his privilege of presiding, and the temporary Speaker, a 
member of the House, the junior member of the House, should pre- 
side, I think my honorable friend will scarcely argue that that cir 
cumstance would clothe him with power to do anything except t 
preside ; and if afterward the Houses separated and each directed 
him to be the mouthpiece and organ of the two Houses in informing 
the President and Vice-President-elect, my honorable friend I think 
would not insist that he derived the power to do that, the authority 
to do it, from the circumstance that he had presided, instead of fro: 
the fact that the two Houses by deliberate resolution had committed 
to him, in the language of the old commissions, having special co 
fidence and trust in him, the duty to go and do their mission and 
utter their voice in that behalf. 

But, Mr. President, the Senate owes the honorable Senator fr 
Connecticut some reprimand or penalty for inflicting upon it th 
part of the remarks I have made. I rose not to discuss this questi 
at length, but to disabuse the mind of the Senator from Alabama, s 
far as one Senator on this side is concerned, of the idea that there i: 
a disposition either to misstate the law or to shrink from an assertior 
of the law, because it is not deemed wise and expedient upon a mer 
moot question now like this, to thrust aside pension bills, approp! 
ation bills, and all other bills, on the 3d of February, in a ses 
which is necessarily to end on the 3d of March. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion 
the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. MorGAN, ] to proceed with the cov- 
sideration of the resolution submitted by him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded t 
call the roll. at 

Mr. McDONALD, (when the name of Mr, VOORHEES was calcd. 
My colleague [Mr. VoorHEEs] is paired with the Senator from 
Nevada, [Mr. Jones.] If my colleague were present, he would vot 
sé yea.” 7 

“Mr. WINDOM, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. VANCE.] If he were here, I shou 
vote “ nay.” 

The roll-call was concluded. ; 

Mr. DAWES, (after having voted in the negative.) I am pairs 
with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. WiLL1AMs] and desire to wit 
draw my vote. Soil. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I am paired with the Senator from Indi 
ana, [Mr. VooRHEES.] Were he here, I should vote “nay. . Mr 

Mr. TELLER. I am paired with the Senator from Georgia, [Yr 
BROWN.] If he were present, I should vote “nay.” Mr 

Mr. BAILEY. I am paired with the Senator from Nebraska,(M* 
Pappock.] If he were here, I should vote “yea.” ith the 

Mr. BALDWIN. My colleague [Mr, FERRY] is paired with . 
Senator from Texas,{Mr. Maxry.] If my colleague were here, ! 
would vote “ nay.” » that 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am requested to announce '™ 
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»» Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] is paired with the Senator 
inet North Carolina, (Mr. Ranson. ] 


The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 20; as follows: 


YEAS—30. 

, Farley, Jonas, Pugh, 
ayers Garland, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 
ece Groome, Kernan, Slater, 

: Hampten, Lamar, Thurman, 
. Harris, McDonald, Walker, 
“ty Hereford, McPherson, Withers. 
f W.Va, Hill of Georgia, Morgan, 
: Johnston, Pendleton, 
NAYS—20. 
on Cameron of Wis., Ingalls, Morrill, 
“ere Conkling, Kellogg, Platt, 
7a Edmunds, Kirkwood, Plumb, 
Hill of Colorado, Logan, Rollins, 
Hoar, MeMillan, Saunders. 
ABSENT—26. 
Davis of Illineis, Paddock, Voorhees, 
Dawes, Randolph, Wallace, 
a Ferry, Ransom, Whyte, 
Brown, Grover, Sharon, Williams, 
Brace, Hamlin, _ Teller, Windom. 
Cameronof Pa, Jones of Nevada, Vance, 
Carpenter, Maxey, Vest, 


So the metion was agreed to. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution is before the Senate, 
and will be reported by the Secretary. _ 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted by Mr. MorGAN June 
15, 1880, as follows : 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the Presi- 
dent of the Senate is not invested by the Constitution of the United States with 
the right to count the votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United States 80 as to determine what votes shall be received and counted or what 
votes shall be rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLarr] to commit the resolution 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, on which the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BAYARD, (when Mr. RANSOm’s name was called.) The Sen- 
ator from North Carolina, [Mr. RANSOM, ] as I believe has already been 
announced, is paired with the Senator from Maine, { Mr. HAMLIN. } 

The Senator from North Carolina would vote “ nay ” if present. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. TELLER. On this subject I am paired with the Senator from 
Georgia, (Mr. BROwWN.] If he were present, I should vote “ yea.” 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 32; as follows: 


NAYS—35. 

Bayard, Farley, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Garland, Kernan, Slater, ~ 
Butler, Groome, Lamar, Thurman, 

Yall, Hampton, McDonald, Vance, 
Cockreil Harris, McPherson, Vest, 
Coke, Hereford, Morgan, Walker, 
Davis of Illinois, Hill of Georgia, Pendleton, Whyte, 
Davis of W. Va., Johnston, Pugh, Withers. 
Eaton, Jonas, Randolph, 

ABSENT—22. 

Bailey, Dawes, MeMillan, Teller, 
Blaine, Ferry, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Brown, Grover, Paddock, Wallace, 
Bruce, Hamlin, Plumb, Williams. 
Cameron of Pa., Hoar, Ransom, 
Carpenter, Jones of Nevada, Sharon, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Inasmuch as it appears that the Senate is unwill- 
ing to have this subject considered by a committee, I take it it is will- 
ing to consider it itself, though perhaps that is stating it rather too 
strongly. So I move to amend the resolution by inserting after the 
word “that” in the first line of the print the words “in the opinion 
of the Senate, neither the Senate, nor the House of Representatives, 
nor,” and then after “is” to strike out the word “ not,” soas to make 
it read correctly, so that the resolution if thus amended will read : 

That, in the opinion of the Senate, neither the Senate, nor the House of Repre- 
sentatives, nor the President of the Senate is invested by the Constitution of the 
United States with the right to count the votes of electors for President and Vice- 
President of the United States so as to determine what votes shall be received and 
counted or what votes shall be rejected. 

It will be noticed that this resolution is measuring the power of 
the President of the Senate by the test of the provisions of the Con- 
stitution alone, and not by such a test as might exist if under the 
Constitution a law had been passed regulating the subject ; so that 
the resolution as it stands purports to be a declaration that the Con- 
stitution itself, in the absence of any law, has not vested the power 
to determine what votes shall be received and counted, or what votes 
shall be rejected, in the President of the Senate. 

I propose, as I said some time ago, not to state a half truth. While 
the Senate is attempting to guard against what it might conceive to 
be a usurpation, if such a thing should be attempted by the President 
of the Senate, I think it equally ought to guard, so far as the decla- 
ration of its opinion can go, against what I consider in the absence 
of a law would be a similar usurpation by either the Senate or the 
House of Representatives under the Constitution alone. I believe 
that if the framers of the Constitution had been called upon to ex- 
press their opinion as to the possibility of vesting the power to decide, 
as a constitutional power, such a question in either House of Con- 
gress, it would not have received a single vote. It will be remem- 
bered that when the Constitution was framed it was proposed at one 
time that the electors should be appointed by the National Legisla- 


ture, as some people at that time, thinking we were to have a nation, 
called it; and that was finally, after discussion, and after, I believe, 
having been once agreed to, entirely reconsidered, and the notion of 
investing any power over the choice of a President of the United 


States in the National Legislature was absolutely rejected. 


they came to provide for the possibility of a failure to elect by a 
majority of all the electors appointed, they took care, after exhaust- 
ive discussion, to provide not that the two Houses of Congress in 
joint convention or separately should elect a President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, or either of them, and that neither House 
voting by persons should be authorized to exert any power or will 


YEAS—22. 
Allison Cameron of Wis., Kellogg, Plumb, 
Anthony, Conkling, Kirkwood, Rollins, 
Baldwin Sameete, Logan, Saunders, 
Blair Hill of Colorado, McMillan, Windom. 
Bootl Hoar, Morrill, 
side Ingalls, Platt, 
NAYS—32. 
avard Eaton, Johnston, Pendleton, 
Beck, Farley, Jonas, Pugh, 
Butler, Garland, Jones of Florida, Randolph, 
all Groome, Kernan, Saulsbury, 
Cockrell, Hampton, Lamar, Slater, 
Coke Harris, McDonald, Thurman, 
Davis of Illinois, Hereford, McPherson, Walker, 
avis of W. Va. Hill of Georgia, Morgan, Withers. 
ABSENT—22. 
bailey Dawes, Paddock, Voorhees, 
olaine, Ferry, Ransom, Wallace, 
Brown Grover, Sharon, Whyte, 
Bruce, Hamlin, Teller, Williams. 
ameron of Pa., Jones of Nevada, Vance, 
Carpenter, Maxey, Vest, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam very sorry that the Senate has apparently 
intimated that the committee of which my honorable friend from 
Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] is the honored and distinguished chairman, is 
not suitable to be trusted with an investigation of this subject; but 
‘ cannot help supposing that it will have more confidence in the com- 
mittee of which the honorable Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan] 
8 the chairman. So, without taking up any time, which I do not 
wish to do, I move that the resolution be referred to the Select Com- 
‘nittee to take into consideration the state of the law respecting the 
ascertaining and declaration of the Result of the Elections of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the United States. 

: The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] to commit the resolution to 
the select committee named by him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask for the yeas and nays. 


i ie yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
‘*, Nays 35; as follows: 


AN YEAS—19. 

Anthow ; Burnside, Ingalls, Platt, 

Baldwin’ Cameron of Wis., Kellogg, Rollins, 
— Conkling, Kirkwood, Saunders, 

Booth Edmunds, Logan, Windom. 


Hill of Colorado, Morrill, 


over the matter, but that the respective States, in their character as 
such, represented in the House of Representatives, should, voting by 
States and not by numbers, in the case of a failure to elect by the 
electors previously provided for, elect a President of the United States. 

That, tomy mind, with the other circumstances and debates which 
I do not wish to take up time to refer to at this time, demonstzates 
that the language of this provision in the Constitution can by no 
legal construction, can by no historic illumination, can upon no prin- 
ciple of safety or policy, be considered as conferring upon either the 
Senate or the House of Representatives, as a deposition of a consti- 
tutional power by force of the Constitution alone, which this resolu- 
tion is speaking about, any such power, any more than I agrd® it can 
be considered that the language of the Constitution warrants the 
inference that the President of the Senate has any such power. 

Now, I want to make a complete declaration upon this subject, and 
not a half declaration, if we are to declare at all; and soI move this 
amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. I only rise to make a single observation, which 
is that the resolution would read somewhat amusingly, as it seems to 
me, if the amendment were adopted. It would then read, That it is 
the opinion of the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring. 
If the House of Representatives concurs, that is the opinion of the 
Senate; if the House of Representatives does not concur, then it is 
= the opinion of the Senate. I hope the amendment will be voted 
down. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is perfectly true, and it is pefectly true as 
the resolution stands now : 


Resolved by the Senate— 
Then comes the parenthesis— 


(the House of Representatives concurring,) That the President of the Senate is not 
invested by the Constitution 
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with a certain power that is named. That is to say we are of that | the votes coming from States and purporting to be electoral . 
ypinion ifthe House of Representatives is willing that we should have | one House alone, of its own will, no matter what the other ie i 
it; or we are of that opinion, to put it in the very best possible way should decide that question. That is good State-rights doctri”, 
for the safest intent of the resolution, if the House of Representa- | suppose, because it was agreed to! 
tives is also of that opinion. So I hope my friend will not criticise Mr. THURMAN. I said this morning that ] hoped the 1 
my having followed the artistic and rational language of the resolu- 


would not be amended, and in accordance with the wish I a... 
tion itself reported from that spiritual, and immaculate, and unseen, pressed I voted against the amendment of the Senator from V 
and indescribable committee, to which the honorable Senator re- without any reference whatsoever to its merits or demerits oe 
ferred. wish to see a solution of all the conundrums that can be propo 
Mr. TELLER. Let the amendment be reported in reference to presidential elections tacked to this resolution. w} 
The Secretary read the amendment is a plain, simple, clear proposition and ought to stand on its own} 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Perhaps I ought to say in fairness and propriety | tom and be decided as a distinct and separate proposition, T) vale 
that if this amendment should meet with the approval of a majority | I voted against the amendment, and I do not think I shal} ¢) 
of the Senate, I shall move to so correct the resolving clause in the | my mind and vote for any amendment whatever. I want 
first line as to not leave it where the Senator from Ohio correctly | resolution passed as it is. 
states it is left, and where the resolution itself is left. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the | the resolution. 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDs. Mr. THURMAN. I cail for the yeas and nays. 
Mr.EDMUNDS. Let us have the yeas and nays Mr. WHYTE, Mr. President, it is always embarragsiy 
from one’s party friends upon a question which is politi: al Or 


ey 


Hen 
"er 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CONKLING. I understand, as I was diverted when the Sena- | political in its character; and although upon a former occasion | } 
tor from Vermont offered the amendment, and if my understanding is | the honor to express my sentiments and the opinions which | ent 
wrong I beg him to correct me, that he intends to assert that neither | tain upon this question, I feel that I might do myself injustice, 

the President of the Senate alone, nor the Senate alone, nor the House | voting against this resolution without a very brief explanation 
of Representatives alone, has this power. : vote. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is exactly what my amendment says. In the first place, the resolution itself is rather of a dubious, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll-call will proceed. acter. It involves two distinct propositions, the one in refereng 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. the ministerial duty of the President of the Senate in countine; 
Mr. TELLER, (when his name was called.) On this question I am | votes as tabulated by the tellers, and the other as to the judie; i 
paired with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Brown. If he were | termination of what are votes themselves. Blended as they ar 
present, I should vote “ yea.” makes it more difficult for me to vote on the resolution, becanse | 
Mr. WALLACE, (when his name was called.) On this question I | entertain the opinion that the President of the Senate has the rig}; 
am paired with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania.] If | under the Constitution to count the votes of the electors as they a1 
he were present, I should vote “ nay.” returned from the States, upon the theory that there will be no eo 
The roll-call was concluded. test ; that under the provisions of the acts of Congress providing t| 
Mr. RANSOM. I desire to state that I am paired to-day on all po- | machinery how these votes shall be authenticated, and there bei; ¢ 
litical questions with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HaAMLIN.] If he | single State governments in all the States, no question can arise q 
were here, I should vote “ nay.” to which is the correct return, and therefore the counting of ¢ 
Mr. KIRKWOOD, (after having voted in the affirmative.) When | votes in such a condition of things is a mere ministerial duty. I ha 
I voted I forgot that I was paired with the Senator from Virginia, | long entertained that opinion; I lave om more than one occas 
Mr. JounsTon.] He has gone out of the Chamber unwell, and re- | enunciated it, and I have seen no reason in the long years that I ha 
quested me to pair with him on all votes on this proposition, which | had occasion to look at it to change that early-formed opinion 
Idid. I withdraw my vote. The framers of the Constitution when they sent it down t 
Mr. DAWES. Iam paired upon this question and upon all polit- | States provided in their resolution for the first meeting of Congress 
ical questions for the afternoon with the Senator from Kentucky, | and used these words : 
{Mr. WILLIAMS. That the electors should meet on the day fixed f 16 election of tl 


Mr. DAVIS, ot Illinois, (after having voted in the negative.) I | and should transmit their votes, certified, sig sealed, and directed as t 


withdraw my vote upon the propositior stitution requires, to the Sec retary of the United States in Congress ass 
The re It w: cal ed reas 18. navs 28: le | that the Senators and Representatives should convene at the time a 
16 result was announced—yeas 1”, Days ~5; a8 LOLlOWS: assigned ; that the Senators should appoint a president of the Senate 


YEAS—1s purpose of receiving, opening, and counting the votes for President 


Allison Burnside Hoar Ro Mr. Langdon was accordingly chosen President of the Senat 
Anthony Cameron of Wis igal 
{ 1 


Baldwin nkling Kollocs Ww ' the sole purpose of receiving these votes, of opening these 

Blair - Raaeunae 1. i" and of counting these votes ; and for years after that they were s 

Booth Hill of Colorado opened, they were so received, they were so counted ; and the Pres 
dent of the Senate gave his own certificate over his own hand t 


ial ar BAY im et he had, in the presence of the Senate and of the House of Repr 
Beek, . i nee poe ” se om sentatives, opened the votes, counted the votes, and cert itied to whot 
Butler aieln McDonald a * soever the Presidency had gone by the election, and the Vice-Presi- 
Call. Hereford McPherson Thurman dency in the same way. Then it ran on and a new system in part 
Coke, . : Morgan Vest grew up, but not changing its character except in so far that a. 


sof W.V Jon *andletor Valker . . . P 7 z 
> i ee 3 a > — mittee was subsequently appointed to advertise the gentlemen clos 


— to the oflicesof President and Vice-President of their election. 
ABSENT— So it came down until 1868, so far as my knowledge of the pr 
ee a arg — ceedings is concerned, when I had the honor of holding a seat upo 
ain Sarees eae Wentnaes the floor of the Senate. The then dominant party, not recognizing 
Bruce Groom Paddock Wallace the rights of certain of the Southern States, passed a joint reso! 
Cameron of Pa Grover Platt, Whyte | tion excluding from the electoral count those States, and declaring 
‘arne } mM] 1) ly "slliary . , +} ¢ 
— ong Hamlit : = Williams that they should have no part or lot in that count unless they 4 
ockrel Johnsto tansom cell poate t a bd ce My as > ion we 
Davis of Illinois Retna Wesedia iiaeies complied with ce rtain preré quisites. wf hat joint re solution a 
So tl 1 . . | the President of the United States. The President (the ollice being 
ys . ment "*) ‘Pleacta ‘ ss tsan anda t 
ae Ont CKRELI ra lai ee = ; | then held by Andrew Johnson) vetoed the joint resolution, and t 
Sar. CKKRELL, Iaimed to get the ear of the Chair before the | yeto came before the Senate with the joint resolution for consi 
roll-call began, to announce why I should vote in a certain way; and | ¢jon 
not having had that opportunity, I did not vote, for the simple rea- Mr. MORGAN. Did not Mr. Lincoln veto it? 
son that I believe the naked proposition that the Senate by itself in- Mr. WHYTE. No,sir. Mr. Johnson vetoed the joint resoluti 
dependently, or the House of Representatives by itself independently, | which I refer. It was a previous joint resolution which Mr. Lit 
or the I re side nt of the Senate by himself independently, has no au- | returned to Congress without his approval, upon the ground tha 
thority, or right, or power, whatever to decide what electoral votes | had nothing to do with it; and Mr. Johnson sent this joint resolu' 
shall be counted, and that nothing else should be counted. I believe | pack to the Senate with his objections, to which I ask the attenti 
that proposition, and therefore I did not vote in this case. of mv brothers upon the floor on this side of the Chamber, becaus 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am strongly inclined to believe it is true my- | we stood here then a small band of democratic Senators, but eg! 
self, and that is why I voted for it, and it would be entirely incorrect | jy number, and every one of us voted to support the objections‘ 
to say that that might account for its not having got a majority of | the then President of the United States. This is his message: 
the votes of the Senate, and yet the majority of the Senate is per- TI i p vi 1 ting the electoral vot 
eC , consiste rg cimatelv consi . in refusi anrada he mode and manner of receiving and coun ing the elecwora’ a ‘ 
fectly ocnes ue nt, oF aces a We ly consist ot, in - fusing to accede dent and Vice-President of the United States are in plain and simple terms 
to that simple proposition, for in the joint rule, as it was called, that | scribed by the Constitution. ‘That instrament imperatively requires thet ol 
the Senate did pass at its last session, I believe, a provision was con- | ident of the Senate “shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Repr 
tained that was exactly the opposite of the principle of the amend- aves, open all the ee ae —— shall ero ag age ner eae 
> £ ‘er. ft Oil ; a 4 - | has therefore no power under the Constitution, to recelv' ? agg tw 
ment I had the honor to offer, for that joint rule did provide that in reject them. ‘The whole power is exhausted, when, in the presence of tne ht 
respect of certain questions as to the reception and computation of ! Houses, the votes are counted and the result declared. In this respect I 
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the President of the Senate are, under the Constitution, purely min- 
When, therefore, the joint resolution declares that no elector al votes shall 
ed or counted from States that since the 4th of March, 1367, have not 
‘1a constitution of State government, under which a State government 
i a d * wvanized,”” a poweris assumed which is nowhere delegated to Congress, 
Daa issumption that the State governments organized prior to the 4th 
1. 1867, were illegal and void , ; 

; + resolution, by implication, at least, concedes that these States were 
‘virtue of their organization prior to the 4th of March, 1567, but denies to 


and duty ‘ 
ant " J 
. ahie 


recely 









pon the 


" - the! rht to vote in the election of President and Vice-Pre sident of the Uni- 
rates It follows either that this assumption of power is wholly unauthorized 

( onstitution, or that the States so ex luded from voting were out of the 
«reason of the rebellion, and have never been legitimately restored. Being 
satisfied that they were never out of the Union, and that their relations thereto 


y and constitutionally restored, I am forced to the conclusion that 
pogolu rion which deprives them of the right to have their votes for Presi 

oS otal \ ice-President received and counted, is in conflict with the Constitution 

: 1 that Congress has no more power to reject their votes than those of the States 
have been uniformly loyal to the Federal Union. 


n legal! 


When that message was received the question was put to the Sen- 
Shall the joint resolution be passed again, notwithstanding the 
iinctions of the President? As I said before, every democrat on 
s floor voted to sustain the objections of the President, and I will 
~oad their names, that my statement may not be questioned. Those 
ho voted in the negative were Messrs. Buckalew, Garret Davis of 
Ker tucky, Doolittle, Hendricks, McCreery, Patterson of Tennessee, 
Vickers, ‘and WuHyTE. So that long ago I was committed by vote, 
1. ‘ndoment, to the belief that so far as the counting of the votes of 
- was concerned, it was purely a ministerial duty on the part 
é the President of the Senate; that he had no power judicially to 
Jetermine What States had the right to cast votes. I will admit, 
‘lowing the views of the great Chancellor Kent, that it is a casus 
cm ieeus in the Constitution, and that before we do anything else it 
‘3 our duty to pass a constitutional amendment to provide for that 
case which our fathers never dreamed could exist in this American 
Republic, of two returns from two State governments each claiming 
to be the lawful government of a State. 

Therefore, Mr. President, with my view, with my record, I cannot 
vote for the resolution of the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the Senator from Maryland finds 
himself unwilling to take his place on the record upon this resolution 
without an explanation, and I find myself unwilling to do the same 
thing without at least a word of reply to the observations which have 
fallen from the honorable Senator. It has been a part, if not of his 
nurpose, of the effect of his remarks, to convict the democratic mem- 
pers of this body of inconsistency; and ardently as I feel for the in- 
terests of the democratic party, not being attorney of record for that 
historic organization 

Mr. WHYTE. Will the honorable Senator allow me to interrupt 
him right there ? 

Mr. CONKLING. In the midst of this sentence ? 

Mr.WHYTE. Iam the only remaining democratic Senator of that 
day in this body. 

Mr. CONKLING. As the last leaf upon the tree; not as the last 
rose of summer, but as the rose of last summer, I wish to offer to the 
honorable Senator from Maryland, and I trust he will receive, my 
profound condolence. As was said of Napoleon, that honorable Sen- 
ator is wrapped in the solitude of his own originality. He is the last 
of the Mohegans; the last of the Barons; the last of that long and 
historic line of statesmen who once belonged to the late democratic 
party; and I uncover in the presence of the sole representative of the 
pale memory of a thing that was. 

Resuming, now, the remark in the midst of which the honorable Sen- 
ator interrupted me, anxious as I am to preserve as an antiquity the 
past consistency of the democratic party, I do not feel myself author- 
ized, standing in the presence of the distinguished Senator from Ohio 
and of so many others able and authorized to bear up the tattered 
democratic banner, or even to expostulate against the exposure made 
by the distinguished Senator from Maryland of the inconsistency of 
those who have followed that faded flag. I do not rise, therefore, to 
reply to that portion of the Senator’s speech, but to dissent, as I do 
sharply although respectfully, from the argument or the sophistry— 
ior that the honorable Senator must let me think it is—that the pre- 
cedent he was pleased to cite proves anything in favor of his posi- 
tion. He goes back, not to the beginning of the Government, that 
would be lawyer-like, that would be a resort to a precedent on all 
‘ours and authentic ; but he goes behind the existence of the Gov- 
ermment ; he goes to the prehistoric epoch, and displays to us a trans- 
action begun, continued, and ended before the Constitution ever 
spoke; and from that he deduces the argument that now, proceeding 
under the Constitution and exemplifying it, we are inconsistent who 
“epart, if we do depart, (which I shall deny in a moment,) from the 
eg a as he calls it, established at a time when the Constitution 
Was silent, 

2 It has been my fortune to hear distinguished members of this body, 
those whose rank and service and consideration gave them privileges 
and liberties which do not pertain to me, read to the Senate what 
they themselves had said on past occasions. For the first time in my 
bene experience, I venture upon such a presumption, and 
if ee ~ . honorable Senator from Maryland in order to show, 
took four’ bn that I am at least consistent with myself, the view I 
animati years ago of the point which so cogently and with so much 

Ation the Senator has presented. I said then and I say now of 
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the counting of the electoral vote which chose George Washington 
President, which counting took place before there was a Constitution 
of the United States: 

In the first place the whole prac eeding antedated the Constitut ¢ wasn he 


fore it was ratitied ; it was beforw it was proposed. 


. 1 : 
Creologists would sa 




















historic. It was a ees: or provisional proceeding. In the lang the 
resolution, ‘‘ proceedings were to be commenced under the said Constit rT 
The ship was to be launched, and the launch might be by the sails or t achin 
ery of the vessel, or by external and imparted force. It might be, as t Frene!} 
would say, by an impulsion ; and those who made the launch chose so to 1 
The resolution did not profess to define or construe any clause in the Constitutior 
It merely designated an occasion, and referred to the objects of that occasion. It 
did not even profess to conform to the modes which the Cx on would ng 
in. The Constitution directed that the electors should send their certificates to th: 
President of the Senate. This resolution suggested that they should be ser t 
Secretary of the United States. Who was he He was the Clerk of the old ¢ 
tinental Congress. They had but one House, and had a clerk, and this was t 
man. The resolution did not even propose that the counting should take plac 
the presence of the two Houses 

How did the Senate regard the action thus su 

George Washingtor had been unar 1 cl t. Every ha 
voted for him. The electors th s had inted 1 Li 
Everybody from the beginning knew it would be so; it was a matt f « 





John Adams had been overwhelmingly elected Vice-President lo ascertain the 


election was a substantial and solemn proceeding, only as it is substantial and 
solemn for the Secretary ot State to announce the Fourth of July, or a holiday. 
Phe time “to commence proceedings,” according to the suggestion of the resolu 


tion, was March 4, 1759. Ten States had ratified the Constitution. A quorum of 
the Senate was 11. No quorum came to the seat of Government till April ¢ rhe 
no Senator was sworn in. It was January 3, 1790, before the oath of office 1 


iS TaKEI 


Till then there was no Senate and no Senator, but only Senators-elect. Ten months 
before they were sworn if as Senators, and on the éth of April, 1750, eleven of those 
who afterward became Senators proceeded to start the Government, and impart life 


and motion to the Constitution. 

They passed an order. Here it is 

I am going to read it as the most emphatic and the briefest way of 
italicizing what I conceive to be, for the purpose now before us, 
operative and distinguishing words : 

Ordered, That Mr. Ellsworth inform the House of Representatives that a quo 
of the Senate is formed ; that a President is elected for the sole purpose of openin 
the certificates and counting the votes of the electors of the several States in the 
choice of a President and Vice-President of the United States 


I suspend the reading to observe, that had the resolution stopped 
here it would certainly be open to the argument of the honorable 
Senator. Even then that argument in my opinion would be fallacious 
for several reasons but conspicuously for this: had the House of Rep- 
resentatives sent to the Senate articles of impeachment and had the 
Senate passed a resolution that the honorable Senator from Illinois 
should be elected President of the Senate for the sole purpose of try 
ing that impeachment, that resolution in my judgment would not 
purport to divest the Senate of its function in that behalf. It would 
merely designate the Senator from Illinois to perform so much duty, 
to exert so much power, to incarnate so much of constitutional 
authority as resides in him who presides when the Senate tries an 
impeachment. Should the Governor of Maryland issue a commission 
addressed to one of the judges of a nisi prius court informing him that, 
reposing special trust and contidence in him, he was designated and 
appointed for the sole purpose of trying A B for murder, such order 
would convey to my mind the impression, and no other, that this jus 
tice of first instance—I know not the appellation in Maryland—this 
particular nisi prius judge was designated and appointed to go to that 
court of oyer and terminer, if so it be called in Maryland, and there, 
being there for that soie duty, proceed to try the culprit to be ar- 
raigned for the highest crime known to Maryland law; but it would 
not dismiss the jury ; it would not abolish the common law; it would 
not overthrow the constitution of Maryland: it would perform n¢ 
function except to designate, not somebody else, but the particular 
person, and him alone, to exercise all the faculties, to wield all the 
powers, to administer all the judicial faculty lodged in the presiding 
ofticer of such a trial and in such acourt. So, should the honorabl 
Senator from Rhode Island be, by an order of the Senate to-morrow 
elected its presiding officer, for the sole purpose on Wednesday next, 
of counting the electoral votes, or conducting the count of electoral 
votes, or discharging (described by any other phraseology) that func 
tion, suclYan order ot the Senate as I should understand it, would not, 
in the estimation of a hair, either add to or diminish the powers of 
the presiding officer of the Senate as those powers are found in th: 
instrument, which is the warrant and the master of us all. 

But the resolution did not stop there, so as to depend upon sneh ar 
argument as I now present; it proceeded to declare: 

And that the Senate is now ready, in the Senate Chamber, to pre 
ence of the House to discharge that duty 

What duty, I inquire of the honorable Senator from Maryland? If 
it were true that the presiding officer of the Senate, and he alone 
were not only to bring in and display the certificates, not only to oper 
the certificates, but to identify and verify and establish the votes, t 
adjudge whether they came from communities calling themselves 
States, and whether each of them was in fact a State, whether those 
certificates were forgeries or were genuine, in fine whether they had 
all the attributes and all the solemnities pre-requisite to votes, and 
then todeclare their force and effect, to certify it—if it were true that 
the President of the Senate was “the be-all and the end-all” of the 
matter, the Aaron’s rod swallowing all the prerogatives before the fact 
and after the fact and of the fact, I inquire what was that ‘duty 
which the Senate was to proceed, in the presence of the House, to dis- 
charge? No duty save that of a spectator who witnesses a pageant? 





cunt | 


2S EN RECA! ome 
a ee ee sonaoaneneaene 
. oR SMe Vet. 


a Aa? SG smaend ma 


onal atl 


Fm 


1170 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


FEBRUARY | 


) 
v, 


a aaa aaa i 


I correct myself; not so substantial a duty as that, because they can- 
not even be witnesses. If the presiding ofticer of the Senate is to pro- 
ceed to read, as I now read the pamphlet before me, in his seat, no 
matter who may be in this Chamber, or in any part of it while he does 
t, in no legal, effectual, I will add in no inbstantial sense, are those 
who sit here witnesses. Senators around me see me in the act of 
reading from this book. Whether I read from it truly or falsely, cor- 


rectly or incorrectly, they have no more knowledge than the door- 
keeper in the corridor or the members now in the other wing of the 


Capitol. Instead of being a duty to act as such witnesses, it would 
not even be a ceremonial; it would be the merest vain motion, as an 
Attorney-General, now goue, used to be fond of saying, it would be a 
mere mockery, the very derison of legal or practical proceeding. 
But the resolution does not yet stop: 

And that the Senate have appointed one of their members to sit at the Cle rk’s 
table to make a list of the votes as they shall be declared; submitting it to the wis- 
um of the House to appoint one or more of their members for the like purpose. 

And Mr. Ellsworth reported that he had delivered the message. 
Will the honorable Senator from Maryland tell me for what? If there 
was reposed with the President of the Senate as a single individual 
the power and the whole power to begin, continue, and conclude this 
transaction, for what purpose, nay under what permission of cour- 
tesy, I may say of decency, was the louse of Representatives to appoint 
one ot two men to sit at his elbow to peer over the thing he did? A 
judge on the bench sitting alone has the power to determine the issues 
of law and of fact before him. What would you think of the appoint- 
ment by the order of somebody, of a tipstaff, a teller, a mentor, a sen- 
tinel, a watchman, a spy, an intruder to perch himself upon the bench 
and look over the judicial shoulder to ascertain whether the judge 
committed fraud, was guilty of a cheat by statute or at common law 
in the rendition of a decision or in his manipulation and declaration 
of a paper? 

All this, Mr. President, isnot, however, quite all. The light streams 
on this proceeding not from the resolution alone, but from what in 
the case of a diplomatic convention would be called the protocol, 
from what my astute and learned friend sometimes calls in another 
forum the res geste, the surrounding circumstances of the transaction 
itself as it was enacted in real life. The Houses came together; they 
ounted these votes. George Washington had been chosen President, 
everybody had voted for the electors, and every elector had voted for 
George Washington. It was a solemnity to make the declaration, 
but it was the most formal and unnecessary solemnity that perhaps 
ever engaged a body of men. There was sucha total absence of need 
to observe technical rules that it was quite natural that those who 
did it should observe the advice given by Lady Macbeth to her guests, 
to stand not upon the order of their going, but go at once. Under 
circumstances so full of invitation to disregard formality, on an oc- 
casion so obviously suggestive of the needlessness of adhering to for- 
mal observances, look and see what the two Houses did. After the 
certificates were opened ; after the tellers had verified, tabulated, and 
reported; after the announcement had been made; after the Houses 
had separated, a committee was appointed to do what? I beg the 
attention of the honorable Senator to this, because I understood him 
to emphasize with somewhat of ponderous particularity the fact that 
John Langdon signed a certain certificate in which appeared certain 
recitals: 

A committee was appointed to prepare the certificates of election. One of the 

ttee was Mr. Ellsworth and he had satin theconstitutional convention. The 

e drew the certificate, and every word of it, and the President of the Sen- 

irected to sign it, and hedidsignit. He signed it not of hisown motion, 

» authorized by the Constitution, but by the command of the Senate 

r both Houses, and he signed it as the organ and mouth-piece of the two 

his reminds me that there is a missing link in my narrative as 

thus given, and I will now supply that link. There is in this pam- 

phlet a memorandum of it which I will not stop to find but I will 

venture upon recollection to assert that Mr. Madison, then a member 

of the House, came to the Senate and stated to the Senate that by a 

resolution of the House he had been directed to come and inform the 

Senate that the House committed to the Senate the preparation of 

the certificate, the solemnization of the fact, and had directed him to 

say thgt the Senate might determine the persons—my recollection is 

that the message was in the plural—that the Senate might determine 
the persons by whom this certificate should be signed. 

Mr. WHYTE. Will the Senator from New York allow me to cor- 
rect him? I know that he is generally very accurate. ‘The persons 
who were designated by the Senate under the consent of the House 
were the individual persons who were to carry Mr. Langdon’s notifi- 
cation to those gentlemen. Mr. Langdon, if the Senator will read 
his certificate, certifies that he himself did open and count the votes. 

Mr. CONKLING. My honorable friend leaps, if he will pardon me, 
before he comes to the stile or at least before I come to the stile. I 
shall not forget Mr. Langdon’s certificate; I shall come to it ina 
moment. Iam dealing with another point; but my friend’s inter- 
ruption has enabled me to fortify my recollection. I have found the 
very words in which the House declared itself. I will read them: 

Mr. Madison came to the Senate to say that the House had directed him to in- 
form the Senate that the House had agreed that the election should be certitied or 
notified by such persons and in such manner as the Senate shall be pleased to 
direct. 


My friend from Maryland is a lawyer and he is a well-taugh* and 


accomplished lawyer, and I should darken counsel by 
I to spend one moment in satisfying his mind that ‘that me 
demonstrates that the House of Representatives directed tha Pape 
Madison should bear the message implying that they had thee Mr, 
and the power to designate any person or persons within th _ night 
ince whom they pleased to make this certificate upon the et ros 
etiect of which the honorable Senator has commented. a 

Mr. WHYTE. Now, will the Senator allow me to interrupt } 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. —_—— 

Mr. WHYTE. The Senator is always very strong in what he sta+ 
but if he will look at the Senate’s resolution, that the Senat + Sie 
diately acted upon the notification of Mr. Madison— aii 

Mr. CONKLING. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. WHYTE. And “appointed Charles Thomson, esq., to notif 
George Washington, esq., of his election to the oftice of President «i 
the United States of America; and Mr. Sylvanus Bourn to yotis, 
John Adams, esq., of his election to the office of Vice-President a 1 
said United States.” And these were the two messengers who wer, 
directed to carry Mr. Langdon’s certificate to those gentlemen 

Mr. CONKLING. Does my friend mean that when the House crave): 
resolved and sent perhaps its most illustrious member to the Ben: Md 
to bear its resolution, that the Senate might designate the parbone to 
certify the result, it meant only that the Senate might name a mes. 
senger who should carry word to General Washington of what hav 
been done? oe 

Mr. WHYTE. That is the Journal of the Senate. 

Mr.CONKLING. Oh,no. If my honorable friend will loan me ¢) 
Journal, I will undertake to demonstrate the fact ‘ 

Mr.WHYTE. It is the report of Mr. Gorham, Secretary of the Sep. 
ate. 

Mr. CONKLING. We shall see. 

Mr. WHYTE. If you read the verbal message of Mr. Madison, yoy 
will see that right upon it the action of the Senate took place. * 

Mr. CONKLING. My friend will be sure that I shall read what he 
hands me and I shall do it without any teller to look over my shou|- 
der to see that I read it correctly. Under the Constitution now. | 
have the sole power to read this page. That power resides with me, 
and, therefore, it would not be either appropriate or competent for 
the honorable Senator from Maryland or the whole Senate to raise a 
committee of pages or tellers or anybody else to come here and look 
over me to see that Ido not garble or pervert these historic passages, 
There is a good deal I notice on this page that would be quite in- 
structive, passages which escaped not the attention of the honorable 
Senator from Maryland, but which owing to the rule which denies 
time to Senators here to express themselves, my honorable friend from 
Maryland did not think it worth while to read. I do not find upon 
this Journal any certificate signed by Mr. Langdon. Does the Ser 
ator find it here ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Not there. It is in the volume of the electoral 
count. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I will not look in the book that does 1 
contain it. 

Mr. WHYTE. The message of Mr. Madison is in that book. 

Mr. CONKLING. I will look at the other. Whom did the! 

rable Senator say was appointed to bear this message ? 

Mr. WHYTE. A man by the name of Thomson. 

Mr. CONKLING. On the Journal I find this written by John Lang- 
don: 


words were 


> 


al 


Sir: The Senate of the United States have appointed you to wait on John A 
esq., With a certificate of his being elected to the office of Vice-President 
United States— 

Does the Senator from Maryland perceive anything in that rea 
ing which illuminates him? The Senate has appointed you to wait 
on John Adams with a certificate! That is the paper I am talking 
about; that is the paper Mr. Madison came to the Senate to talk 
about; that is the paper which he said the House had resolved that 
the Senate might direct who should sign; that is the paper which a 
committee raised by the Senate prepared; that is the paper which 
the Senate directed John Langdon to sign. And now comes m) hon- 
orable friend from Maryland and he thinks that the House seut 
message over here to say that the Senate might, after that was done, 
select anybody they pleased, either the Sergeant-at Arms, or auy- 
body else they thought was a competent person in that regard, to 4° 
and carry that certificate to George Washington and to John Adams 
I say to him that this very Journal says that they were even forma! 
enough to put in writing the fact that Mr. Bourn was deputed to: 
what? To carry a certificate to John Adams. Mr. Bourn did! 
sign the certificate. It had been prepared by a committee ot Ui 
Senate, a committee raised by the House and sent over here comm 
ting to the Senate the whole conclusion of the matter. That com! ie 
tee prepared the certificate, and the Senate directed John La en 
to sign it, and he did sign it, and then he gave the certificate to »" 
Bourn and gave him his credential saying to him that he was author- 
ized to go and give that to Mr. Adams; and Mr. Thomson to 3!" 
the certiticate to General Washington. oe 

Mr. President, I want now to advance the honorable Senator rom 
Maryland one step in time if I can, and bring him to the occasion ©” 
1805 when the electoral votes were counted. The men were there 
who met each other in the constitutional convention ; the men wer 
there who laid the keel of our Constitution and of our institutions; 


10 








So . avtwili ~ 
. men were there who building notin the gray twilight of the morn- 


i" St ndations of the government under which welive. They were 
ne a lv profoundly Jearned in the science and in the evils of govern- 
they were not only sufferers and students of the imperfections 
ms ystems of government, but they were masters of language, 
a careful were they in the formation of the Government, that 
aa oravely appointed a committee on style, on style alone. Such 
Hey Bitte now would be deemed finical, nay, it would be absurd, 
ayse all that comes from the statesmen of this epoch is sufficiently 
i euficiently polished, sufficiently perfect to require no revising 

But in that day they were more careful. The men who were 
careful and thus equipped for their work were on the stage in 
Among these men was Aaron Burr, never distinguished for the 
y of his character, but conspicuously eminent always for two 








any syste 


terse, 





symmetry : a8 8 ‘ 
masterful faculties, one the keenness of his intellect, the other the in- 
erepidity of his character. He was the presiding officer of the Senate. 


He was not coy or bashful. He was not a man to shrink from re- 
-nopsibility, opportunity, or prerogative. He wasnot aman to belittle, 
ven if he did not magnify his office. ‘To him, on the occasion I now 
rt fer to. the Constitution spoke in the ordinance requiring the Presi- 
Aa + of the Senate to receive, keep, bring in, and open the certifi- 
cates; and although not addressed by the Constitution, he was the 
nerson observing the Constitution in those other words which, turn- 
‘ne their back upon the presiding officer, declare ‘and the votes shall 
shen be counted.” How did Aaron Burr understand, how did he in- 
‘erpret, and expound? How did all the members of both of the 
Houses receive and sanction the interpretation of this clause of the 
Constitution? Mr. Burr stated— 

That pursuant to law there had been transmitted to him several packets, which, 
from the indorsements upon them, appeared to be the votes of the electors of a 
Pre ient and Vice-President; that the returns forwarded by mail, as well as the 
duplicates sent by special messengers, had been received by him in due time. 

And then he said that to which I ask the attention of the Senator 
from Maryland. Addressing the assembled members of both the 
Houses, Mr. Burr said: 

You will now proceed, gentlemen, said. he, to count the votes as the Constitu- 
tion and laws direct, adding that, perceiving no cause for preference in the order 

f opening the returns, he would pursue a geographical arrangement, beginning 
vith the Northern States. 





The certificate had been signed by John Langdon; the Journal of 
the Senate bore the order appointing John Langdon; all the lights 
id shadows which fall upon the page to-day were freshly visible 
‘hen. Aaron Burr was an astute lawyer, he was very largely taught 
ithe science and in the realities of the Government of which he 

isan officer. He was speaking, eye to eye, before the face of the 
very men, many of them, who sat in the constitutional convention 
or in the State conventions explained and carried it and who every- 
where in the forum of discussion had been accepted as the students, 
‘he expounders, the masters of the meaning of the Constitution ; and 

t he, speaking to them and speaking that the nation might hear, 
conducting this occasion while yet it was a novelty; before it had 

ome by frequent recurrence the familiar thing which now it is, 
said to the two Houses: 

You will now proceed, gentlemen, to count the votes as the Constitution and 

8 direct. 

One would suppose that a man so acute as Burr, a man having so 
uch of the pride of appearance, a man standing as he did in so con- 
spicuous a tableau to be looked upon not only then but as we see it 

wfrom along thereafter, would have been circumspect when he 
came to write his name solemnly and officially upon a paper which 
was tosurvive among the archives of the Government. What cer- 
tineate did he sign? The same certificate which had been signed by 
John Langdon. Can any man suppose that Burr, in the teeth of his 
own declaration, in utter repugnance of the public and conspicuous 
lact, in denial of the recorded truth that the two Houses and their 
tellers had done what he profiered them to do, signed a certificate 
which he understood to mean that he (Burr) not only absorbed and 
possessed in legal theory but that in point of fact he had arrogated 
and assumed to himself and had actually exerted and performed this 
function and the whole of it? 

‘fr. ‘W HYTE. Now, will the Senator from New York allow me to 
ask him a question ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Oh, yes. 

Mr. WHYTE. I ask whether after the tellers had made a tabula- 

a of the votes it was not handed to Mr. Burr to be examined by 
=m, and whether he did not then declare that it was his duty to 
“tate that Thomas Jefferson had been elected President of the United 
“ates; whether he did not himself assume that it was his duty to 
lake the declaration on that occasion and that it was his count by 
‘hat declaration ? y 
Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the law has a maxim which has 
, “me a principle that, the presumption is that all public officers 
o their (uty; and proceeding upon that presumption, without re- 
“orting either to memory or to history, I am prepared to say that 


soa Burr did what the honorable Senator now ascribes tohim. It 
Was once 


Senate ho 
an illustr 
that 


W no more to act as teller on the part of the Senate when 


occasion there were disputed votes. On that occasion there was 


oe with the beams of many centuries streaming upon them, laid | 


an honor conferred upon me by a presiding officer of the | 


lous citizen had been chosen to the presidential office. On | 
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tumult and disorder in the House, On that occasion violence of con- 
troversy distinguished the- declaration of the count. On that occa- 
sion the two Houses separated, and each for itself pronounced, and 
pronounced finally, whether votes should or should not be counted, 
On that occasion no man dissented, not one; and on that occasion 





| the jaded ingenuity of no late brother, anxious to distinguish the 


occasion by some novelty of his, ever suggested that the President of 
the Senate bad anything more to do with deciding the questions that 
arose than the Sultan of Turkey or the man in the moon. And yet 
it was my duty, as I thought, as teller, in the midst of a raging din, 
to read to the presiding officer of the two Houses the result of the 
vote as I found it to be, and the presiding officer thought it was his 
duty to do exactly that which in the form of a question to me the 
Senator from Maryland asserts was done by the presiding oflicer in 
1805. No doubt of it, but had the presiding ofticer asserted or implied 
all that the honorable Senator imputes to him now, it would have 
been the veriest travesty, the veriest mockery, the most insolent and 


| outlandish burlesque upon the whole proceeding. 


The idea that Mr. Wade, as President of the Senate, after coming 
at the head of the Senate repeatedly along the corridors into this 
Chamber and then walking back again at the head of the Senate and 
announcing what the Senate had decided, he having had nothing on 
earth to do with it except that which you, sir, at this moment have 
to do with the very imperfect argument that I am making, namely, 
to be doomed to sit there and hear it, I say had Mr. Wade, after all 
that and after himself announcing and ratifying the propriety and 
efficacy of these proceedings, made a declaration in the presence of 
the same men, who knew it to be ridiculously false, that he, of him- 
self, upon his ipse dixit had decided a question upon which as Presi- 
dent of the Senate he never voted even,—I say had he done that, it 
would have been the very blasphemy of falsehood and absurdity. If 
Mr. Wade voted upon these questions, he voted qua his Senatorship, 
and not because he was presiding officer. 

Mr. THURMAN. In 1273 Mr. Colfax, who was President of the Sen- 
ate, on the occasion of the count did not vote at all on any question. 

Mr.CONKLING. Precisely, just at the lord-chancellor of Eagland 
may vote if he is a member of the Lords, not because he is lord- 
chancellor but because he votes qua his peerage because a member of 
the House; and as my honorable friend from Ohio reminds me, when 
Mr. Colfax, not a member of the body but its presiding officer by the 
ordinance of the Constitution, presided at the count of the electoral 
votes, he did not even vote, he did not even exert the aliquot part of 
power pertaining to a single member of a body composed of seventy- 
six members. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow me to remind him there, 
we decided on the votes of no less than three States on that occasion ? 
Georgia voted for Greeley after he was dead and then there was an 
argument on the question whether the returns of Arkansas were cer- 
tified under the proper seal. The two Houses decided all those ques- 
tions. 

Mr. CONKLING. I well remember it, Mr. President. I remember 
that we not only did it, but we did it under a rule which in its in- 
finite wisdom and goodness declared that we should not even debate, 
and, accordingly, when a filed objection,—filed while the two Houses 
were together, which objection compelled them instantly to separate 
and each to proceed to consider it—stated that in the case of Arkan- 
sas the great seal of the State had not been affixed to the commission, 
so sedate and contemplative was the proceeding, so proper was it, so 
free from being summary or arbitrary, that, without debate, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to decide that the vote of Arkansas should not be 
counted at all, because the governor of the State had affixed the ex- 
ecutive seal as distinguished from the great seal of the Commonwealth 
to the paper which the Vice-President had received. And when this 
solemn proceeding had concluded, when the announcement had been 
made, when the vote had been forever discarded, when the decision 
had become forever final as it was unchallenged by any member, some 
bookworm of the Senate went into the library of the Senate and dis- 
covered that there was no seal in Arkansas save only that seal which 
had been appended to the certificate ; and thus Arkansas as she could 
not have been had my astute andever sleepless friend [Mr. GARLAND } 
whom I see now with a sagacious expression of face, been here, was 
deprived of all voice whatsoever in the great question pending, because 
of ignorance on the part of the Senate in respect of her seal. Does 
not my honorable friend from Maryland know that had this power 
been reposed in the presiding officer he would undoubtedly have 
understood all about these seals and would have decided otherwise ? 

Mr. WHYTE. We were working then under the joint rule. 

Mr.CONKLING. Yes, we were, and that brings me to notice another 
argument made by the honorable Senator from Maryland. Before do- 
ing that, however, I wish to refer to the many contests we had begin- 
ning with that over the vote of Missouri. There was one over Indiana 
because it was said Indiana had cast out her shoe over certain terri- 
tory not belonging to her, and her vote was challenged and litigated 
and decided, never by the presiding officer, but by the two Houses 
acting ‘separately and comparing their views together. After the 
Missouri case, after the Indiana case, after the Michigan case, after 
repeated instances had occurred, the question to be decided going to 
the very root of the validity of an electoral certificate, no Vice-Presi- 
dent ever having proposed to take part in it, ever having hinted that 
he had the power over the question,—after such instances time after 
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time had occurred, this very immemoria!, venerable, formal certifi- 
cate which, under the direction specifically given at the time by the 
two Houses John Langdon signed, continued to be the form which 
all presiding ofticers employed. Does my triend from Maryland think 
that it would be either convincing or lawer-like to cite the form or 


the formality of these after-coming certificates in order to overthrow | 


the notorious, historical, incontestable fact that the Vice-President 
performed no function whatever in respect of these decisions, did not 
participate in them, but that they were made wholly by the majority 
of the one House and of the other? 


I come now to speak of that which I should have forgotten but for | 


the remark of the honorable Senator from Maryland that we were 
proceeding under a joint rule. The honorable Senator said that his 
view was like that of the illustrious Chancellor Kent. Mr. Presi- 


dent, the honorable Senator and I contend at this moment for the 
as I cannot put myself on the record by voting. 


robes and scepter of Chancellor Kent. I say Chancellor Kent never 
intimated such an opinion as the honorable Senator has stated. 
Chancellor Kent, speaking to the sons of men of wealth, speaking in 
Columbia College to young gentlemen to whom he said that a knowl- 


edge of the law would be not only useful but ornamental; speaking | 


after he had left the bench, speaking in the ¢olloquial, and I think 
I may say inexact language in which the greatest of jurists might 
have addressed students in the law, said, “‘I presume in the absence 
of all legislative provision ’'—I stop there without concluding the 
sentence; I choose to stop, leaving it imperfect, in order to commend 
to the honorable Senator from Maryland thosé words without any 
others. “I presume.” I will not dwell upon that. That is not the 


language in which he was wont when he was on the bench to deliver | 


judgments. It is a remark; it is a guess; it is an observation. It 
is not the calm, deliberate, final language of judicial judgment; far 
from it. I throw that away, and ask the honorable Senator what he 


does with these words uttered by this great publicist and patriot, ‘in | 


the absence of all legislative provision ?” Does any man believe that 
he who wrote Kent’s Commentaries did not know the futility, the 
absurdity, the usurpation, the violence done to reason, of talking 
about legislative provisions to transplant from one place to another 
or to impair in any manner functions created and deposited by the 
Constitution? “In the absence of all legislative provision.” If the 
honorable Senator from Maryland is right, if the Constitution nom- 
inates the President of the Senate and reposes in him exclusively the 
right, the duty, and the power to count, in the broad and many-sided 
sense of that word, electoral votes, in the name of tite law, which the 
Senator from Maryland reverences, I ask him what legislative pro- 
vision, or what the absence of legislative provision could have to do 
with the question ? 
United States shall be commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy. 
What would you think of Chancellor Kent, what would you think of 
the Master of the Rolls, what would you think of a clerk in a law 
ofiice who would gravely say in public, “in the absence of all legis- 
lative provision I presume the President of the United States is com- 
mander-in-chief of the Army and Navy,” or, as my friend from Ohio 
suggests, “ has the veto power ?” 

Does not the honorable Senator from Maryland see that when deal- 
ing with the language of Chancellor Kent he finds those words, he 
gives up his argument in so far as those words prevail? Does he not 
see that their employment is irreconcilably hostile to the idea that 


Chancellor Kent believed that the Constitution had ordained that the | 


presiding officer of the Senate was to have the jus disponendi of elect- 
oral votes? I say again to the honorable Senator that he and I con- 
tend in argument for the robes and scepter of Chancellor Kent. His 
Janguage proves all that I maintain, namely that in some form—I 
will not now, admonished by the dial, venture upon the particulars— 


either by an exertion of the law-making power, (of course, by means | 


of a statute to be signed by the Executive as well as adopted by the 
two Houses,) or by the concurrent action of the two Houses, or in some 
way these two bodies have the control, the duty, the function in this 
behalf. This is manifest in so far as the opinion of Chancellor Kent 


can manifest it from those words found in one of his lectures delivered | 


at.Columbia College. Never in the freedom of a chat with young 
men, never in the unstudied expression of his views to a law class, 
never in any moment however unguarded or listless, could the great 
chancellor, the great commentator, the great master of style, and the 
great master of the science of the law, have talked about the inter- 


vention of legislative provisions to add to or take from, or inany way | 


change, a deposition of a high power made by the Constitution in one 
single official. It is incredible. 


So, Mr. President, as I understand it, the whole history of the Gov- | 


ernment, the judgment of both Houses, the action in every instance 
of the Houses, the absence of all action by the presiding officer, the 
comments and exposition of a long line of lawyers and statesmen of 
all political parties, stand in flat contradiction to the idea that the 
President of the Senate can decide whether a State alleged to be, is 
or is not a State, can decide whether a State in voting upon a day 
not named in the law has or has not effectually voted, or can decide 
any other matter or thing on which may hinge the ascertainment or 
the declaration of a presidential result. 


I beg pardon of the Senate for traversing all this ground. It isa | 


somewhat old story ; it has few attractions for me ; but after the re- 
marks of a Senator of so much reputation as the Senator from Mary- 
land, a Senator held, and justly held, in so high esteem as a member 





The Constitution says the President of the | 
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of the profession which he adorns and which so long he } ' 
fully practiced, I was unwilling that the precedent he cited, the lay. 
guage of Chancellor Kent, and the other incidents which he dre a 
his argument, should be narrated and marshaled as if they dian: a 
and refuted the position which now and sometimes heretofore T hy, 
endeavored to maintain, and for which I must vote whenever . 
sented in a resolution to which it is my duty to respond. car 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chai; 
question is on the passage of the resolution. oe 

Mr. THURMAN. On that I ask for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 7 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I do not expect to vote on th, re 
lution, inasmuch as I am paired with the Senator from Georgia. y, 
Brown.] Ido not know how he would vote, and I shal] declit "7 
vote on it. I will, however, say a word with reference to it ina, 
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If the resolution means that it is not in the power of the Presiq, 
of the Senate to tabulate and perform a simple ministerial] dyt 
counting the electoral votes, so far as that means counting the elect 
oral votes, then I am opposed to the resolution. If it means, on the 
other hand, that the President of the Senate cannot pass upoy thy 
validity of a vote, cannot act judicially, then I am in favor of th 
resolution. But in the very language of the resolution as it js yoy 
put I am not in favor of it at all, because it is uncertain to me who: 
the mover of the resolution means. I think, as the Senator froy 
Maryland said, the simple matter of tabulating the vote is withjy +) 
power of the Vice-President. 

The Senator from Maryland called the attention of the Senate s 
the fact that in 1789 a President of the Senate was elected for thy, 
sole purpose of counting the electoral votes. I find by an examina. 
tion of the Journal that in 1793 the Senate informed the House that 
they had elected a President pro tempore for the sole purpose of open. 
ing and counting the votes; so that at least twice this body has 
elected an officer for that express purpose. I find that at least halj 
a dozen times the Senate by the direct order of the body has adopted 
a notification as follows: That the underwritten as Vice-President 
or as President pro tempore of the Senate, has opened the votes ay 
counted them; and those have passed upon the yeas and nays being 
called upon them, by a majority on one or two occasions. So I do 
not think it can be successfully said in this body or anywhere els 
that the President of the Senate has not repeatedly tabulated the 
votes and counted them. In that view, if the resolution means that 
he cannot do that, I am against the resolution. If the resolut 
means that he cannot act judicially and cannot determine what 
the vote, if a plural vote comes up from a State, then I am in { 
of the principle. 

But I am opposed to the resolution now because it has not been t 
any committee; it has not been considered. It presents a questio 
of the very gravest importance, and one upon which the very best 
men in the Senate may differ. It is a question that has been dis 
cussed heretofore a great deal, and it ought to be discussed a goo 
deal more before the Senate puts itself on record as to what is the 
law or what is not. 

Iam opposed to the resolution again for the reason that it 1 
amount to nothing when we shall have passed it. When we have said 
that this is the judgment of the Senate if the House concurs, for that 
is the resolution, if the House does concur, it amounts to nothing at 
all. I believe thatit is the duty of the Senate to put its judgment 
a law, and put it in such a position that when it becomes the rule it 
will remain the rule until it shall be withdrawn by the methods pro 
vided by the Constitution for the repeal of an enactment; and because 
I so feel, while I do not propose to vote upon this resolution, if I could 
vote upon it I should vote in the negative. 

Mr. INGALLS. This resolution involves, to my mind, two proposi- 
tions, one of which I am in favor of and the other of which 1 am 
opposed to. I believe that the Vice-President of the United States, 0! 
the President of the Senate, has the right to count the votes in te 
sense of mere computation—but that he has the right to determine 
between conflicting returns what votes shall be counted or what votes 
shall be rejected, I deny. In order to separate these two propositions 
in the resolution, I move to amend by striking out the word “not 
after the word “is” and before “invested” in the second line of the 
resolution, and by striking out the words “so as” before the wors 
“to determine,” in the last line but one, and-inserting the words “ but 
not:” so that the resolution, if amended, will read : 


he 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the Pres 
dent of the Senate is invested by the Constitution of the United States wit | 
right to count the votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the Ur 
States, but not to determine what votes shall be received and counted or 
votes shall be rejected. 


yTOPO- 


If the resolution can be so amended as to separate these two prop 
sitions and make them distinct and unmistakable, I am willing '° 
vote for it; but in its present shape I shall be compelled we vem 
against it. In order that these two propositions may be separ’ 
I move the adoption of the amendment that I have suggested. 

The PRESIDING OFFICEk. The question is on agreeing t0™ 
amendment of the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLS. } — 

Mr. BLAINE. I have not enjoyed the privilege ot hearing a 
discussion to-day, and I rise to ask a question. Does the reso ation 
come from the Judiciary Committee of the Senate ? 


e 








Mr. EATON. 
Mr. BLAINE. 


No, sir. 

Does it come from the Committee on Privileges and 
Er, EATON. It comes from an individual member of the Senate, 
Mr MorGAN, of Alabama. 

Mr. BLAINE. The chairman of a caucus possibly. 

Mr. EATON. Sir? , aah 

\fy, BLAINE. Representing the democratic sentiment possibly in 

: nde vendent committee. 


“My. EATON. I have not said any such thing, and the Senator not 
ing a member of any such caucus ought not to say so. 
i; BLAINE. I qualified it by saying e possibly.” 

1th nk, Mr. President, that the resolution would meet the wishes 
¢ wen who want to look at both sides of this question if it would 





are who can count the votes, and if then those who support 
. would tell the particular object of making this negation on the 
»-President’s power at this time, when nobody is asserting it and 
; no particular necessity on anybody to deny it. I do not 

+} for myself that the honorable Senator from Alabama merely 
shes upon an individual motion of his own to divide the Senate 
_» prolong it at this critical and late period of the session for an 
sroet declaration of this kind, which was argued down on both 
four years ago; and I do not think he ought to do it without 
+ willing to put into his resolution a declaration which shall 
ve inst as far a reach as that does, as to who shall count the votes 
The honorable 





what shall be the authority competent to reject. 
Senator has given great attention to the subject ; he is an able law- 
prepared to state on the floor of the Senate who, in his 
‘ndement, should reject or count the votes ? 

vn MORGAN. I will say to the honorable Senator from Maine 
that the Senate to-day declined by a vote to go into that question. 
“Vy, BLAINE. Declined to go into it? Why, the Senate is in it 
now, It is perfectly within the power of the honorable Senator to 
jo so when we are considering a mere declaratory resolution which 
¢ aimed at nothing in particular but a shot in the air, a mere decla- 
ratory resolution which might just as well be an attack upon the 
Copernican system. There is nobody here asserting the right; there 
s nobody here who attempts the exercise of it; and therefore a reso- 

on of this kind cannot be quite fair, in perfect candor, without a 
declaration of both sides of it. It is in that spirit that I ask the hon- 
rable Senator from Alabama, for he is a very frank man, to amend 

s resolution in order that we shall have a comprehensive declara- 

If the democratic party of the Senate of the United States is 
aying down a rule which shall be applicable to years after 1881, let 

« know the whole of the rule. 

Mr. THURMAN.- Does not the Senator know the whole of it, or 

nough of it? 

Mr. BLAINE. I do not. 

Mr. THURMAN. May I interrupt the Senator a moment? 

Mr. BLAINE. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. I mean that the Senator from Maine should not 
be in doubt of the opinion of the Senator from Alabama or of a major- 
ty of the Senate, in view of the fact that we passed a concurrent reso- 
lation by a decided majority, I think nearly every democrat voting 
for it, or every one, and sent it to the House; and if the Senator will 
only work on his friends there it will become the rule and will govern 
the count, and we shall know not only what the Senator from Alabama 
thinks; but what he himself thinks. 

Mr. BLAINE. Does the Senator refer to the resolution which 
passed the Senate yesterday ? 

Mr. THURMAN. No, sir; I refer to the rule that was passed at 
the last session, in May, and which certain things have prevented 
from passing in another place, to which I cannot allude. 

Mr. BLAINE. Will the honorable Senator go further, as long as he 
is upon his feet, and tell me, for I ask for information, just what that 
rule was? 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator will find that it was taken mainly, 
I might almost say bodily, from the bill of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. BLAINE. In a word, was it that both branches of Congress 
or either should decide a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Both of them. 

Mr. BLAINE. That it took both Houses to reject a vote? 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, in the case of a single return. 

Mr. BLAINE. And in the case of a double return? 

Mr. THURMAN. Then that the vote should be counted if both 
Houses agreed to count it. 

Mr. BLAINE. Then why is not the Senator, when he is making a 
Hegation on one side, willing to put upon the record what the affirma- 
tion shall be? Why leave it loose for future contingencies that either 
i may be adopted which may apply to a particular case that may 
arise | 

Mr. THURMAN. 
passed it, 

Mr. BLAINE. If it had not been so often quoted on the honorable 
Senator I should say, “That won’t do.” 
ot the PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 

Mr one from Kansas, [Mr. INGALLS. ] 

The a? of Florida. Let it be reported. 

M Tears read the amendment. 

“it. THURMAN. Ihave only one word to say upon the amendment. 


‘ * 18 iit 
yer, isu 


That is already provided for; we have already 
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There is not a single word in the Constitution of the United States 
that invests the President of the Senate with any such power. As 
the Senator from New York [ Mr. CONKLING ] has well said, after say- 
ing that the President of the Senate shall open the certificates in the 
presence of the two Houses, the Constitution, to use the vigorous 
phrase of the Senator from New York, turns its back on the President 
of the Senate and goes on to say, “ and the vote shall then be counted.” 
That is all it is; and he never did count the vote; and he never will 
count it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
of the Senator from Kansas. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
sage of the resolution. 
ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, (when his name was called.) 
the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. K1IRKWOOD. ] 
vote “ yea.” 

Mr. RANSOM, (when his name was called.) I am paired on all 
questions te-day with the Senator from Maine, {Mr. HamMuIn.] If he 
were here, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. MCDONALD, (when the name of Mr. VOORHEES was called.) 
My colleague [Mr. VOORHEES] is paired with the Senator from 
Nevada, [Mr. JONEs.] If my colleague were here, he would vote 
“vee! 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Virginia [Mr. WITHERS] was 
called away from the Chamber and I agreed to pair with him. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. My colleague [Mr. Brown] is paired on 
political questions with the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. TELLER. } 
As I believe this is not a political question, as it now stands, I will 
consent to release my colleague from the pair that the Senator from 
Colorado may vote. 

Mr. WALLACE. 





The question is on the amendment 


The question now recurs on the pas- 
On this question the yeas and nays have been 


Tam paired with 
If he were here, I should 


Iam paired with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, 
of Pennsylvania.] If he were here, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. INGALLS. I omitted to state when the name of my colleague 
[Mr. PLUMB] was called, that he is paired with the Senator from 
New Jersey, [Mr. RANDOLPH. } 

Mr. TELLER. If this were not a political question I might vote, 
but all day it has been treated as a political question by the umpire. 
Therefore I shail not vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 33, nay 1; as follows: 


YEAS—33. 
Bayard, Eaton Jonas Saulsbury 
Beck, Farley, Jones of Florida, Slater, 
Butler, Garland, Kernan, Thurman 
Call, Groome, Lamar, Vance 
Cockrell, Hampton, McDonald, Vest, 
Coke, Harris, McPherson, Walker 


Conkling, 
Davis of Dlinois, 


Hereford, 
Hill of Georgia, 


Morgan, 
Pendleton 


Davis of W. Va., Hoar Pugh, 

NAY—1 

Whyte. 

ABSENT—42. 

Allison, Cameron of Wis., Kellogg, Rollins, 
Anthony, Carpenter, Kirkwood Saunders, 
Bailey, Dawes, Logan Sharon, 
Baldwin Edmunds, MeMillan, Teller 
Blaine, Ferry, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Blair, Grover, Morrill, Wallace, 
sooth, Hamlin, Paddock, Williams, 
Brown, Hill of Colorado, Platt, Windom, 
Bruce, Ingalls, Plumb, Withers. 
Burnside, Johnston, Randolph, 


Cameron of Pa., Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. THURMAN, 
voted be called. 

Mr. BLAINE. Under what rule is that request made? 

Mr. THURMAN. No cuorum having voted, the next thing to be 
done is to call the absentees. 

Mr. BLAINE. That is a very different question, indeed. It is a 
request I never heard made before in the Senate, that the names of 
those not voting should be called. The honorable Senator will please 
have the rule read under which he asks that to be done. 

Mr. THURMAN. They are presumably absent, because it is to be 
presumed that every Senator will discharge his duty. The rule 
requires every Senator to vote or to ask to be excused and to give 
his reasons for asking to be excused. I say, therefore, that it is not 
only right under the rule, but it has been the uniform practice; and 
then when it is found out, if it should be the case, that Senators are 
here who will not obey the rule of the Senate in respect to voting, it 
will be for the Senate to decide what shall be done. 

Mr. BLAINE. I desire to ask if it is not the case that when, in 
the orderly proceedings of the Senate, the lack of « quorum is dis- 
closed, the only thing in order is to adjourn or to have a call of the 
Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks that the prece- 
dents are that the roil is to be called again for the names of ab- 
sentees. 


No quorum has voted. 
I ask that the names of those who have not 





eo fram rane ss eae 


em mt a ae I mene 


aera 


as oe a 
ae 


ee 


we 


Pele SOE Sema 


eae 


na, 


ieacee 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. MCDONALD. Undoubtedly. These gentlemen ought to have 
a chance to vote. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to have the Chair read the rule. 

Mr. BLAINE. I should be glad to be ihformed of the rule before 
the Chair enforces that order. I should like to have the rule read, if 
it be in order, under which that is to be done. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire of the Chair whether he did not 
himself just now raise the question of the presence of a quorum, by 
announcing that no quorum was present as he announced the number 
of the vote. If that be true, does not the second rule operate upon 
that condition of things ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is perfectly clear. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Mr. President, isit too late to votenow? Iwas 
simply out of the Chamber for a moment during the call, and I ask 
that I may be allowed to vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator cannot vote now. The 
result of the vote has been declared. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WHYTE. IL ask that the roll be called in pursuance of Rule 2, 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I have moved to adjoura, which I think is in 
order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode Island 
moves that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WHYTE. Now IL ask for a call of the roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The second rule of the Senate is 
that 

If either at the commencement of any daily session of the Senate, or at any 
time during its daily sessions, a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the 
presence of a quorum, the Presiding Officer shall forthwith direct the Secretary to 
call the roll of Senators, and shall announce the result to the Senate; and these 


proceedings shall be without debate 

The Chair therefore directs the call of the roll of Senators. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators answered 
to their names: 


Anthony, Davis of Dlinois Johnston Ransom 
Baldwin Davis of W. Va., Jonas Rollins, 
yard Dawes Jones of Florida Saulsbury 
k Eaton Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Edmunds Kernan, Slater, 
Farley Kirkwood, Teller 
Boot! Garland Lamar, Thurman 
Bruce Groome Logan Vance 
Burnside Hamptor McDonald, Vest 
Butler Harris McMillan, Walker 
Call Hereford, McPherson, Wallace 
Cameron of Wis., Hill of Georgia, Morgan, Whyte 
Cockrell, Hill of Colorado, Pendleton Windon 
Coke Hoar Platt, 
Conkling, Ingalls Pugh 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fifty-eight Senators are present, 
being a quorum. 
Mr. WHYTE. Now the vote is to be taken again. 
Mr. MCDONALD. I ask that the following rule be enforced : 
When the yeas and nays shall be called for by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
each Senator when his name is called shall, unless for special reasons he be ex- 


cused by the Senate, declare openly, and without debate, his assent or dissent to 
the question 


ch 


I ask that those Senators who were present, whom the call shows 
to have been present when the yeas and nays were taken, be now 
called. 

Mr. INGALLS. I hope before any action is taken the Senate will 
hear the seventeenth rule read, which provides that all these methods 
for enforcing a senatorial vote shall be taken before the announce- 
ment of the result. The vote has already been declared. 

Mr. THURMAN. Leask that the vote be taken again. ‘ The ques- 
tion now before the Senate is, Shall the resolution pass ? 

Mr. McMILLAN. I move that the Senate adjourn, and I ask for 
the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DAWES, (when his name was called.) I am paired, as I have 
already stated, for the afternoon, on all questions of this character, 
with the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. WILLIAMs. } 

Mr. RANSOM, (when his name was called.) If I were not paired, 
I should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. WALLACE, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. ] 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 19, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—1). 
Anthony, Bruce Edmunds, Me Millan, 
Baldwin, Burnside Hill of Colorado, Rollins, 
Blaine, Cameron of Wis Hoar Saunders 
Blair, Conkling Jones of Nevada, Windom 
Booth, Davis of Illinois, Kellogg, 

NAYS—31. 
Bayard, Garland Jones of Florida, Saulsbaury 
Butler, Groome Kernan, Slater, — 
Call, Hampton Lamar, Thurman 
Cockrell, Harris, McDonald Vance 
Coke, Hereford McPherson Vest, 
Davis of W. Va., Hill of Georgia, Morgan Walker 
Eaton, Johnston Pendleton, Whyte 
Farley, Jonas Pugh 
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ABSENT—26 

Allison, Ferry Morrill Teller 

alley, rover > l y } 
Beck, Hamlin Piatt Wailea 
Brown Ingalls ~lumb 
Cameron of Pa., Kirkwood Randolph Withers 
Carpenter, Logan Ransom , 
Dawes, Maxey Sharon 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam satisfied, from the condition that 
this evening in the Chamber, that it is probably impossible t 
of the resolution to-day. I think it is due to the democrats who an 
paired with republicans on the other side, that they should aioe 
be relinquished from their pairs, in order to make a quoram ; — 
thereby save time in the transaction of the public business That 
all we desire to do; but inasmuch as there seems to be an iedlene " 
tion of that kind, inasmuch as there seems to be no disposition hor, 
to allow democrats to vote, we having a quorum here and ee 
carry the measure if we were not under the obligation of pairs | 
move that the Senate adjourn. e 

The motion was agreed to; and (at five o’clock and fifteen 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned 


We are in 


0 dispose 


Minutes 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, February 3, 1881. 


The House met at eleven o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Rev. W. P. Harrison, D. D. ; 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
BUSINESS BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 


Mr. ANDERSON. Iask by unanimous consent to introduce a prop- 
osition touching the order of business in the House, for reference ti 
the Committee on Rules. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That during the remainder of the present session sixty minutes shall } 
set apart each day immediately following the “morning hour,” or upon its sus 
pension, during which Members and Delegates shall have an opportunity to ask for 
unanimous consent to consider and pass bills. The roll of States shall be called 
and members recognized in the order thereof. Each Member or Delegate shall 
but one opportunity to ask for such consent until after all other members have be: 
called ; nor shall debate on any one bill exceed five minutes. This order 
suspended upon the same conditions as the “morning hour.’ 

There was no objection, and the resolution was received and 
ferred to the Committee on Rules. 

ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE BUREAU OF ETHNOLOGY. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, presented the followin 
concurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee ou 
Printing: 

Resolved by the House of Representative s, (the Senate concurring.) That there be 
printed at the Government Printing Office 15,000 copies each of the second and 
third annual reports of the Director of the Bureau of Ethnology of the Smit 
ian Institution, with the necessary illustrations ; 7,000 copies ot which shall bet 
the use of the House of Representatives, 3,000 copies for the use of the Senate, and 
5,000 for distribution by the Bureau of Ethnology. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO NORTH AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY. 


Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, submitted the fol- 
lowing concurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee 
on Printing: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concu rring,) That t ere 
printed at the Government Printing Office 6,000 copies each of volumes 6,7, * , 
and 10 of Contributions to North American Ethnology uniformly with the preced 
ing volumes of the series, with the necessary illustrations ; 3,000 of w hi h suall be 
for the use of the House of Representatives, 1,000 for the use of the Sexat 
2,000 for distribution by the Bureau of Ethnology. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 

Mr. BRIGHAM. I ask by unanimous consent to submit the fo 
ing resolution for reference to the Committee on Rules. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the first section of Rule XI be amended so that th 
and section shall read as follows 

‘** All proposed legislation shall be referred to the committees named i 
ceding rule, as follows, namely : ; RA 

“Subjects relating to the election of members; to the Committee on Elec on 
with whom all papers and records in contested cases must be filed w ithin ten da 
after the announcement of said committee by the Speaker: Provided, Tha 
days shall have elapsed since the service of the answer of the contestee 0 
testant as required by law; otherwise such papers and records shall be file ae 
said committee immediately after the expiration of said ninety days ! UX 
be in session ; if not, immediately after the opening of the next succeeding se 

“The committee shall proceed at once to the consideration of such cont 
cases in the order of their submission, holding daily sessions, and shal! p! 
their reports thereon in the order of consideration to the House within thi 
from the time of filing said papers and records ; ; : 

‘Said reports shall receive the consideration and final action of ¢ 
the exclusion of all other business.”’ 
Mr. O'NEILL. Just one word about that. I want to make © 
suggestion Nd di — aed 

Mr. BRIGHAM. I hope the House will give me a single mouicn 
to state a tact. ; as 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the resolution 

Mr. BLAND. I object unless it be referred. 
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BRIGHAM. Butamoment. If the organization of this House 

- fected at all, it was etfected on the 1sth of March, 1879; but, 
rqgs etiec al ait, 
oe qs we all know—— he 7 
M : BLAND. I object to debate, and will object to the resolution 
ai it be referred without debate. eats ; 
a SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection to the reference of 
Rae olution, and it is accordingly referred to the Committee on 
she resol . 


R 


5 


Mr, O'NEILL. I wish to move an amendment to the resolution. 
‘ha SPEAKER. It is not before the House for amendment. 

Mr BRIGHAM. I wish to move instructions to the committee. 
The SPEAKER. Nor is it before the House for instructions. It 
has been referred to the Committee on Rules. 


ENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF BATTLE ON GROTON HEIGHTS, 
Ck. PENSE 


Mr. JOHNSTON. I ask by unanimous consent that the Committee 
she Whole House on the state of the Union be discharged from 


Ol 


further consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 5097) appropriating 
» toward the expense to be incurred in the centennial celebra- 
sion of the battle on Groton Heights, and for other purposes, and 
+] it the same be now put upon its passage. 

~The pill was read, as follows: 


the 


mone 
Ou 


whereas the battle of Groton Heights was one of the closing events of the 
ne an Revolution, preceding the final surr nder of the British forces at York- 
» Virginia, only one month and thirteen days, and is logically and historic- 
onnected with that great event; and 
oreas the State of Connecticut has already commenced preparations for the 
nial celebration of this battle, the massacre attendant upon the capture of 
Griswold, and the burning of New London—all scenes in the bloody drama of 
Sentember 6, 1781; and : ia 4 ; 
Whereas the people of the other States of the Union, proud of the part which 
their fathers took in achieving American Independence, and actuated by the feel- 
in ‘of a common brotherhood, must desire to unite with the people of ¢ onnecticut 
in paving a proper tribute to the patriotism, dauntless courage, and heroic sacrifice 
of t yle band of men who fought valiantly against superior numbers of British 
snd chose death rather than surrender their homes to the brutality and lust 
ulers: Therefore, 
enacted, &c., That the sum of 85,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 
| out of any money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended 
» the centennial committee of the Groton Monument Association, under the di- 
tion of the Secretary of War, for the purpose of aiding to defray the expenses 
which will be ineurred in celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of the battle 
and massacre at Fort Griswold, on Groton Heights, and the burning of New Lon- 
don, on the 6th day of September, 1781, in such manner as shall betit the historical 
vnificance of that event, and be indicative of the present power, prosperity, and 
iess of the United States as a nation. 
That the further sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
the same is hereby, appropriated out of the money in the Treasury not oth- 
erwise apprepriated, for the purpose of thoroughly repairing the granite monu- 
erected in 1826, on Groton Heights, and to be disbursed under the direction 
of the Groton Monument Association. 
see. 3. That the centennial committee of the Groton Monument Association are 
y authorized to enter upon and use the battle-field on Groton Heights at such 
mes and in such manner as may be necessary for the centennial services. 
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The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? The Chair hears none. The Chair desires to state that the 
Committee on Military Affairs reported unanimously in favor of this 
bi 1, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. JOHNSTON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH PUBLIC LANDS IN RICHMOND COUNTY, N. Y. 


Mr. KETCHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union from 
the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 6229) to grant the 
right of way for railroad purposes through certain lands of the United 
States, in Richmond County, New York, and ask that the same be put 
upon its passage. This bill has the unanimous indorsement of the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BLAND. Mr. Speaker, I shall object to giving unanimous con- 
sent for the further consideration of any of these measures at this 
me. A resolution has been introduced and submitted to the Com- 


poe 7 Rules by which business may be reached in a regular way. 
must object. 7 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS TO SOLDIERS’ HOMES. 


7 Mr. HAYES, Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a privileged report from 
the Committee on Printing in reference to Senate bill No. 1573. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


»_ Beit enacted, dc., That section 4337 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
tar ae te semne is hereby, repealed and re-enacted to read as follows: ‘‘ The Secre- 
po red the nr and the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall cause to be 
Augusta. M; ational Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, at Dayton, in Ohio, at 
eamaa errr Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Hampton, in Virginia, and the soldiers 
of the follow? oe Springs, near Knightstown, in Indiana, eat hone copy of each 
ores ccsion, a i uments : The Journals of each House of Congress at each and 
companying ye aws of Congress, the annual messages of the President, with ac- 
or books whi hoeke the daily ConGressIonaL Recor, and all other documents 
And the P bli may be printed and bonnd by order of either House of Congress. 

16 Public Printer is hereby authorized and directed to furnish to the Secre- 


lary 0 Sa Y . ; 
rade Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives the documents 
““**tred to in this section.”’ 


The SPR rh y ° 
4¢ SPEAKER. The report will be read. 
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The report is as follows: 


The Committee on Printing have considered the accompanying bill (S. No. 1573) 
and respectfully report the same back to the House without amendment and recom 
mend that the same do pass. The change proposed in existing law by the bil 
simply includes the daily edition ofthe CONGRESSIONAL RECORD among the documents 
to be furnished the institutions named, and authorizes the Public Printer to supply 
the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House with facilities to « mply 
with the law. 


The bill was ordered to be read a third time: and was accordi: 
read the third time, and passed. 












REPORT OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION FOR 1230. 
Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I desire also to report from the Commit 


tl 
tee on Printing the following Senate concurrent resolution referred 
to that committee. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives coneurrin That 15,56 
copies of the report of the Smithsonian Institution for the year 1880 be printed ; 
that 2,500 of which shall be for the use 6f the Senate, 6,060 for the use of the House 
of Representatives, and 7,000 for the use of the Smithsonian Institution 

Mr. HAYES. Thecommittee recommend the adoption of this reso 
lution. 


he resolution was agreed to. 
NEW DISCOVERIES IN FISH-CULTURI 

Mr. HAYES. I desire also to report from the Committee on Print- 
ing the joint resolution (H. R. No. 372) authorizing the Public Printer 
to print reports of the United States Fish Commissioner upon new 
discoveries in regard to tish-culture, with amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, dc., That the Public Printer be, and he is hereby, instructed to print 
and stereotype, from time to time, any matter furnished him by the United States 
Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries relative to new observations, discoveries, and 
applications connected with fish-culture and the fisheries, to be capable of being 
distributed in parts, and the whole to form an annual volume or bulletin not ex 
ceeding five hundred pages. The extra edition of said work shall consist of 5,000 
copies, of which 2,500 shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 1,000 


for the use of the Senate, and 1,500 for the use of the Commissioner of Fish and 
Fisheries. 

The report is as follows: 

The Committee on Printing having considered the accompanying resolution (H 
R. No. 372) report the same back to the House with the following amendments 

‘*In line 4, after the words ‘ from time to time,’ insert the following the regu 


lar number of 1,900 eepies of.’ In line 10 strike out the word ‘extra 
line, after the word ‘ said,’ insert the word ‘ annual.’’ 

With these amendments the committee recommend that the resolution do pass 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The joint resolution as amended was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third times it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


In the same 


DISTRIBUTION OF CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a privileged report 
from the Committee on Printing in reference to House joint resolution 
No. 377 providing for the distribution of the daily CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD to the representatives of foreign governments in Washington, 
District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That it shall be the duty of the Public Printer to mail one 
copy of the daily CoNGRESSIONAL REcoRD, as the same may be printed, to each of 
the representatives of foreign governments in the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. WILSON. The Committee on Printing recommend the adoption 
of this resolution. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to askif that resolution comes in by unani- 
mous consert. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that this isa matter 
touching the privilege of the Committee on Printing under the rules 
to report at any time. 

Mr. REAGAN. If it carries unanimous consent, then I must object 

Mr. O'NEILL. I think, Mr. Speaker, that this is a matter of cour 
tesy to the representatives of foreign governments here, and is as 
high as a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that this is a matter 
which comes within the privileges allowed to the Committee on 
Printing to report. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of personal priv- 
ilege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I regret that circumstances make it necessary 
for me to ask the indulgence of this House, even for a few moments, 
to speak to a question of privilege. 

In the daily Recorp of the Ist instant, there appears a speech pur 
porting to have been delivered by Hon. Horatio BISBEE, jr., of F lor- 
ida, in the House of Representatives, Saturday, January 20, 1881. In 
that speech, and on the eighth page of that issue of the Recorp, Mr. 
BISBEE is reported to have said: “In this congressional district,” 
(meaning the first district of Florida,) “ in 1878, the names of republi- 
can voters were corruptly stricken from the registration books and 
their votes were refused or destroyed by fraud to the extent of 3,000; 
and thus two democratic congressmen were counted in and certified 
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elected, from the State of Florida till ocenpies a 
seat on this floor.” 

Mr. KEIFER. | I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. KEIFER. I think that it has beén disclosed, from what the 
gentleman has already said, that there is no attack upon him. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. You have not heard me yet. 

Mr. KEIFER. If the gentleman says there is an attack upon him, 
of course the pou t of order is not we ll taken. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Just hear me through, if you please. 

Mr. KEIFER. If the gentleman insists there is a direct attack 
upon him, I will withdraw the point of order. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I beg the gentleman to permit me to proceed 
and he will see that I am making a personal explanation, which I am 
entitled to make under the rules of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has stated that he rose to make a 
personal explanation. 

Mr. KEIFER. If the gentleman sa) 
of course I withdraw the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will proceed in order, 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The gentleman goes on ts say, “ neither of whom 
had any more right to it than the captain of a privateer has to the 
plunder which his piratical crew have captured and stolen from their 
inno ent and help ss victims.” Had these words, Mr. Speaker, been 
uttered in this House, I think that Ishould have heard them. I did 
not hear them, and therefore conclude that fhey must have gotten 
intothe Recorp under the “leave to print additional remarks” which 
was granted by the House to the member from the second district of 
Florida. nd they were evidently intended for me, for I am the 
only democratic congressman who occupies a seat in this Hall from 
the State of Florida. The allegation is a grave and serious one. 


, } 1 - 
Wanton ar ur OVORE 


i was, and utterly base and absolutely 
untrue 
I am here, sir,as amember of Congress in accordance with the con- 
stitution and laws of the State of Florida, and of the United States. 
My credentials are the sealed certificate of the governor of my State 
and the w large majority of the voters of my district ex- 


u 
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pressed at the bal Ot-box. 


1 attack upon him, 
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Should I admit, for argument, that to be true, which is false, 
namely, that republican votes in my district ‘ were destroyed by 
fraud to the extent of 5,000,” even then, I would have been legally 
elected, for in the contest in that district in 1874 my vote exceeded 
that of ex-Senator Conover, the republican candidate, more than 3,200. 
Mr. BisprEeE knows that notwithstanding the whole political ma- 
chinery of the State was in the hands of the republican party in the 
campaign of 1876, and notwithstanding frand, intimidation, and tis- 
sue ballots, yet Iwaselected to Congress. He knows that it was pub- 
licly predicted by a leading republican in the very convention that 
nominated my opponent in the contest of 1578 that I would defeat 
him. He knows, moreover, sir, that the recent census shows that 
there are nearly sixteen thousand more white people in Florida than 
there are colored, and that the State is emphatically and without 
doubt democratic. He knows that as far back as the year 1870 Nib- 
lack, a democrat, beat Walls, a republican, for Congress in the State 
of Florida. Niblack was wickedly and criminally counted out by a 
republican State canvassing board, but arepublican Congress gave to 
him hisseat. And so it was at the same election the democratic can- 
didate for lieutenant-governor was counted out by the same can- 
vassing board, but so justly and clearly was he entitled to the office 
that the supreme court of the State, composed of a majority of repub- 
licans, gave it to him. 

It comes with ill grace from Mr. BIsBEE to speak of political frauds 
committed by democratsin Florida. I assert it here as a fact that but 
for the iniquitous wrong-doings of republicans the State of Florida 
would have been under the control of democrats long before 1876. 
The gentleman from the second district is thoroughly acquainted 
with the means which republicans—Florida republicans—used to 
thwart the wishes of the people of that State. He wellwemembers, 
no doubt, when he was the United States district attorney for the 
northern district of Florida how even a court of justice was made 
an engine of persecution, and not only men but feeble women were 
arrested upon false charges. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I trust the gentleman will not interfere with 
me. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish the gentleman to stop until we get a ruling 
from the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will stop the gentleman if he is going 
beyond what the Chair believes to be his right. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the Chair to stop the gentleman now, and I 
was about to assist him in stopping him. I submit the gentleman 
from Florida is going far beyond what the privilege of this House 
allows under the title of personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was advised that the gentleman from 
Florida desired to obtain the floor or intended to claim the oor for 
the privilege of making a personal explanation, on the ground that 
there had been inserted in the RECORD a personal assault upon him- 
self which was not uttered in the House, and therefore the Chair 
recognizes him in consequence of thatstatement. The Chair thinks 
that on the statement of facts alleged by the gentleman from Florida, 
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if a personal assault had been made upon him in the manner st 
it is his right to be heard upon the floor in response to on T stated, 
assault. ~~ = 

Mr. DAVIDSON. It is but fair and right that | should } 
vrivilege under the circumstances. : 

Mr. CONGER. I have submitted one point of order 
would like to have the ruling of the Chair, and I hope the 
from Florida will wait the judgment of the House before 
to proceed. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I shall submit, sir, of course, to the 
the Chair. 

Mr. CONGER. The point I make is that in his self-defense n} 
personal explanation, he is going outside of it to attack this House. t, 
attack the republican party of this Union, to attack the repub] = 
of Florida, and to attack worse than he was attacked by the eee a 
man of whom he complains. oli 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Not worse; not worse. 

Mr. CONGER. Yes,sir; in the very last sentence the 
uttered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida will contine jis 
to matters of a personal character. 

Mr. CONGER. I think it isthe duty of the Chair whenever a yo, 
ber passes beyond a reasonable personal explanation, without a yon 
of order being raised, to call him to order. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I will proceed, sir. 

And he has not forgotten, I am sure—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enforce the rule. The atten; 
of the Chair was not directed particularly to the language of the 
tleman from Florida. 

Mr. CONGER. If the Chair had heard it he would have stoype, 
him and not left it to me to make the point of order. cee 

The SPEAKER. What is the language the gentleman from Michi. 
gan complains of ? 

Mr. CONGER. I complain of his attack upon the republican part; 
of the United States in this House stay 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Iam not attacking the republican party. 

Mr. CONGER. Upon the republican party in this House, in this 
country, and especially in the State of Florida, I complain of his 
attack on his fellow-member here, a worse attack than he charges 
upon him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to run in between the gen- 
tlemen and decide which is the worst attack, both being 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I wish the gentleman from Michigan would hea 
me through, and he can then see whether I am transgressing the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida will confine himself 
strictly to what is personal. The Chair will undertake to prevent an: 
transgression of the rules of order. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. And I am sure the Chair will not prevent me 
replying to the attack which has been made upon me, 

Mr. HOUK. [rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOUK. I make the point of order that to attack a member ot 
this House for what he did as a judicial officer or in some other ca- 
pacity eight or ten years ago does not come within the purview of a 
personal explanation. If is a violation of the rules and privileges ot 
this House to raise any such personal wrangle under the plea of a per- 
sonal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida said there had beer 
inserted in the RECORD an assault upon him not uttered in the House; 
and the Chair felt it to be his duty to recognize the gentleman that 
he might have an opportunity to reply. But the gentleman from 
Florida must confine himself to what is legitimately a personal ex- 
planation. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I shall endeavor to do so. I am replying toa 
charge which was made against me. 

And he has not forgotten, Iam sure, how a judge of the circuit court 
of the State was taken I may almost say from the bench, indicted 
and prosecuted for having pronounced an honest and correct opinion 
in reference to a political matter, adversely to the interest of the re 
publican party in Florida. ; 

And it has not escaped the recollection of the member from the sec- 
ond district of Florida, I am satisfied, that when he was United States 
district attorney democratic State senators-elect were arrested by 8 
United States marshal and taken from the capital of the State two 
hundred miles away to Jacksonville, out of the judicial division” 
which they resided, just as the Legislature was about to convene, 90 
that a democratic majority in the senate might be destroyed and the 
republicans be enabled to organize that body. i 

Mr. HOUK. I think the Chair will see that the gentleman trom 
Florida is not confining himself to the question at issue. — 5 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida will confine himse 
to what is legitimately a personal explanation. a 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I am endeavoring to do it. My colleague !s 
complaining, and I think it comes witha bad grace from the gent 
man from Tennessee to interfere. : sa 

Mr. HOUK. I have not conferred with the gentleman’s colleagu® 
but I know what are the rules of the House. ; ite 

Mr. CALKINS. That the gentleman’s colleague is not comp’™ 
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The question is, if the gentleman’s explana- 
oes into that wide range, where will it end ? 

rhe SPEAKER. . 

an from Florida that he must contine himself to the personal 

eman Iron 

nianation. ” —" ° 2. 

spia I will do so. But time would fail me to tell of 

infamous wrongs which in days gone by were committed by 

rid , republicans, and in which my colleague was no doubt a par- 


iV ia. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman must not speak to the injuries per- 
erated by Florida republicans, but to the injuries he has himself 
é d. (Laughter) _ Me sa 
Mr, DAVIDSON. Now, sir, as evidence of his bitter, indecent 
rtisanship I beg you and this House to note the tact which appears 
his speech that he was not willing to content himself with slan- 
‘ but went from this Hall to the Senate Chamber to mis- 
i traduce a distinguished member of that body. Of the 
-+y.nine counties in the State of Florida the republicans have ma- 
-ities in only seven or eight. Is if surprising, then, that a demo- 
-atie Senator should be elected from that State? And now, Mr. 
Spe sker, in conclusion I must say that the attack made on me and 
‘democrats of my State by Mr. BISBEE was altogether unwar- 
ted. Why did he make it? It could not have been made for the 
ose of aiding Mr. Martin, for the remarks were not relevant or 
ortinent to his case. Was it made to celebrate his advent into this 
se, to Which he has so recently been admitted by democratic 

‘og? Or was it made with the hope that gentlemen here might be 

duced to prejudge contested-election cases which may arise in the 
ext House? Whatever his motive was, Mr. Speaker, 1 have but to 
cay that the unkind, bitter, and malignant spirit evinced by the 
amber from the second district of Florida must have emanated from 
, heart which is never moved or influenced by the kinder, nobler, and 
yore generous impulses and feelings of our nature. 

Mr. BISBEE. I had no notice whatever that my colleague from 

rida would rise this morning to make a personal explanation, much 

ss to make a personal attack on me for acts performed, or alleged 
have been performed, by myself in the capacity of United States 
listrict attorney eight and ten years ago. I did not have the pleas- 
re of listening to his introductory remarks, but I understand the 
sravamen of them was that something has been inserted in the REc- 

Phbe— 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 

ra moment ? 

Mr. BISBEE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The gentleman says he did not hear a part of 

remarks. Isentfor him to the rooms of the Committee on Elec- 
ns and knew he was in the House when I rose. 

Mr. BISBEE. The gentleman sent for me to the committee-room, 
she states, but he did not inform me for what purpose he wished 
I supposed it was with reference to a consultation re- 
garding the bill now pending before the House. + 

I wish to state that I had leave to print that portion of my remarks 
shich were not delivered in the House for the want of time. I dis- 
laim any intention either of violating the rules of this House or of 
retlecting personally upon the gentleman from Florida. I have not 
done either. No proper construction of any portion of my remarks 
will warrant that conclusion. I have stated facts which have oc- 
urred; Ihave stated acts which have been performed, crimes that 
have been committed upon the purity of the ballot-box by the party 
and the members of the party to which the gentleman has the honor 
to belong. I think there is some hope of the gentleman from Florida, 
ud of the members of the party to which he belongs, when I see him 
showing here some sensitiveness upon that point. “ While the lamp 
Loids out to burn, the vilest sinner may return.” 

AMremBer. You live yet. 

Mr. BISBEE. At the proper time and in the proper place I shall 
ve ready, as I am ready now if the House desires to listen to the con- 
troversy, to defend the republican party and its whole record in the 
State of Florida, 

I did while United States district attorney prosecute to conviction 
0 citizens of the county of Gadsden, where the gentleman resides, 
ue of them an ex-governor of the State, of a conspiracy to prevent 
‘publican electors from casting their ballots on election day. That 
‘X-governor was justly convicted, was sentenced, and he served his 
‘eri in prison and paid the fine. Because weak men signed a peti- 
on for his pardon, and because I had pluck enough at that time to 
prevent his pardon being granted, I have been pursued by the democ- 


ian State with relentless scorn and contempt. I have so far 
atiived it, 


ering me, 





Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him 


To see me, 
( 


tw 


Twill not burden the patience of the House at this time by going 
on din, extended argument to vindicate my administration while I 
existed a? attorney in that State. I wish a better state of things 
= the fem lorida now than does exist. I think it is proper in reply 
te general remarks of the gentleman from Florida that I should 
“ate a fact which shows the condition of the democracy in the county 
, N hich the gentleman lives. : : 
“ nae of that county, formerly from Kentucky, a republican, 
regard to 7 Subpoenaed before the United States court to testify in 
sane election frauds in the late election. He obeyed that sub- 

‘a, and because he obeyed it his house has been visited by armed 


The Chair has more than once stated to the gen- | 
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| men, democrats, and his wife and five little children have been threat- 


ened that he, the husband and father, would be killed the moment 
he returned to his home because he obeyed that subpena. That is 
the condition of the democratic party in the very county in which 
the gentleman himself resides. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Let me say to the gentleman that I have never 
before heard anything of that. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. I move that the morning hour of to- 
day be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to report back the bill (H. R. No. 6969) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the tiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for 
other purposes, with the Senate amendments thereto, and to recom- 
mend that certain amendments be concurred in and certain other 
amendments be non-concurred in. 

The SPEAKER. The report of the committee will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No 
6969) making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1882, and for other purposes, together with the Senate amendments thereto, 
beg leave to re port as follows 

Concurrence is recommended in 
and 6, 

Non-concurrence is recommended in amendments numbered 3, 4, 5, 7, 8,9, and 10 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct the amendments in which 
the Committee on Appropriations recommend concurrence to be first 
read. 

Mr. ATKINS. I believe I can say to the House that there is vir- 
tually an entire concurrence of the Committee on Appropriations in 
the report just read. If members desire any explanation in regard 
to the amendments, I can make it. But as the report is virtually 
concurred in by the whole committee, I suppose such explanation is 
not necessary. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that the vote be first 
taken on those amendments in which concurrence is recommended ; 
and then on those in which non-concurrence is recommended. 

Mr. ATKINS. That will be satisfactory. 

The first amendment in which concurrence was recommended was, 
on page 2, line 18 of the bill, after the words ‘commission and in- 
terest,” to insert the words “transportation of funds.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment was, on page 5, line 4, to increase the appro- 
priation for drawing, engraving, and printing charts, &c., from $40,000 
to $45,000. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The last amendment in which the committee recommend con- 
currence was, on page 10, in line 25, to insert before the words “ con- 
verting the ships Brooklyn and Lancaster into flagships” the words 
“repairing and.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments in which 
recommended will now be reported. 

The first amendment in which non-concurrence was recommended 
was, on page 7, line 15, to increase the appropriation for equipment of 
vessels, &c., from $300,000 to $850,000. 

The amendment of the Senate was non-concurred in. 

The next amendment in which non-coneurrence was recommended 
was, in the paragraph making appropriations for contingent expenses 
of the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, to increase the appro- 
priation from $55,000 to $60,000. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The next amendment in which non-concurrence was recommended 
was, on page 10, line 25, for the Bureau of Construction and Repair, 
to increase the appropriation from $1,500,000 to $1,600,000. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The next amendment in which the committee recommended non- 
concurrence was, to strike out in line 11, page 11, in the first par- 
agraph relating to Bureau of Steam Engineering, the word “ eight’ 
and insert ‘nine;” so as to make the appropriation $900,000, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. CONGER. Ido not know whether the House desires or not 
to act on these amendments without knowing what the propositions 
are. Non-concurrence would seem to be an indication that the House 
is unwilling to make these amendments; yet I venture to say there 
are not three men in the House who understand the effect of the 
amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS] who 
makes the report stated that the committee were unanimous in their 
recommendations. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have stated two or three times that if the House 
desired me to make an explanation I woulddoso. As no such request 
has been made I did not volunteer any further explanation. As I 
have already stated, although there were some differences in the com- 
mittee, we have agreed to the report now made. 

Mr. CONGER. Unanimously? 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, sir: unanimously. I hope, however, the gen- 
tleman will understand that remark. I stated that there were some 


the amendments of the Senate numbered 1, 2 


non-concurrence is 
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differences of opinion as to the ultimate and final determination of neues ne and ingenuity in making the entries as pr 
these amounts, but the report is a unanimous report. rhe committee | as possible. — ; } 
unanimously agreed to these concurrences and non-concurrences. The committee propose to change this system and either pay 

Mr. CONGER. I do not make any further point. cording to the number of pages of the RECORD, or to fix a definit, oe 

The next amendment in which the committee recommended non- | which the Public Printer shall be allowed to pay, not exceeding o. 
concurrence was, on page 11, at the end of line 11, to add to the first | present total. — = 
paragraph relating to Bureau of Steam Engineering the following : The resolution provides that the Public Printer shal} yo Jor 

Provided, That $75,000 of this amount shall be immediately available for the pur- greater compensation than is now allowed, and the committer cs 
pose of repairing and converting the ships Brooklyn and Lancaster into flag-ships. assured that under a proper system of indexing this compet sett 

The amendment was non-concurred in. W — be — ee ee " : 

The next amendment in which the committee recommended non- n regard to the printing it is evident from what we have stay 
concurrence was, to strike out after the word “ California,” in line 6, that at least six hundred superfluous pages have been added to + ; 
page 16, the words “and for two private horses for commanding offi- index of a single Congress, which have not only made the indexes 
cer at the same place, seven hundred and fifty ;” and insert “ five hun- superlatively bad, but also entailed a very serious waste of tno: 
dred ;” so as to make the paragraph read as follows: From one of the reports of the Public Printer (Senate Miscellanen», 

: See » | Document 23, third session Forty-fifth Congress, page 17 

For forage for three public horses, one for messenger to commandant and staff, Lektinn a ¢ print; uy 4) ae » page 17) we lea 
Washington, District of Columbia, and two for general use at marine barracks, that the cost 0 printing and publishing 7,279 pagesof the REconp wa 
Mare Island, California, $500. as follows : Composing-room, $60,787.32 ; press-room, $53,924.18 

The amendment was non-concurred in. ing-room, $15,057.93 ; stereotype-room, $2,969.24 ; bindery, $25 

The next amendment in which the committee recommended non- miscellaneous items, $3,351.13. Omitting the cost of binding ar 
concurrence was, to add the following as a new section : miscellaneous items as expenses that would not be materially affeers, 

Sec. 2. That sections 1418. 1419, and 1420 of the Revised Statutes, relating to by the number of pages, we find that the direct cost of the stinert 
enlistment of minors in the naval service, be, and hereby are, amended by striking | OUS pages has been $18.23 a page. Making & full allowance for Q 
out the word “sixteen” and inserting in its stead the word “ fourteen. penses that would not be reduced by reducing the number of 

The amendment was non-concurred in. it would appear to be a moderate estimate to say that the cos: 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the several votes concurring and | printing and publishing the superfluous pages of the index is not leas 
non-concurring in the amendments respectively ; and also moved that than 30,000 a year, In other words, the amount of money saved 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. printing the session index will pay for printing the semi-noy: 

The latter motion was agreed to. indexes. 

SEMI-MONTHLY INDEX OF CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. The joint resolution was ordered to a third reading, was aceon 
TETAS ae laa i : ingly read the third time, and passed. 
. S tLETON, of Mississ . ai rected by > Con 28 cs. OFerCir srr VAT Sa oe 5 ; 

Mr. SIN( LETON, of fississippi I am directed ry the Coli imittee Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi, moved to reconsider the vote | 
on Printing to report back, without amendment, the joint resolution hi . : : foo pst 

soe a aed eee ae which the joint resolution was passed; and also moved that the » 
(S. R. No. 146) to provide for printing and distributing the index of | ,; re He mo- 

s . 5 tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD semi-monthly. ie lakes einthen ake Gotienlte 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: ; Sle onal tac ‘ ' ‘on 

Be it resolved, &-c., That the Joint Committee on Printing be, and they are hereby, - CSAS IN — I — PUBLIC DOCUMENTs. 
authorized and directed to make the necessary provisions and arrangements fot Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi, from the Committee on Print 
nereafter issuing the index of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD semi-monthly during reported back the following resolution : 
the sessions of Congress, beginning with the next ensuing session. : ae : “ 

That the Public Printer be, and heis hereby, directed to print and distribute the |, Zesolve d by the House of Representatives of the United States in Oongress a 
same number of copies of said semi-monthly index as he prints and distributes of That the Public Printer inform this House of the cause of delay in printing cer 
the daily issue of the ReEcorpD, and to the same persons and in the same manner. reports necessary for the information of Congress; and why the same wer 

That the Public Printer shall employ such person to prepare said index as shall | PTinted and furnished at the commencement of the present sessi 
be designated by the Joint Committee on Printing, who shall also fix and regulate | 2@mely, report on foreign relations, of Chief Signal Officer, Navy 
the compensation to be paid by the Public Printer for the said work and direct the | Pattments, ¢ hief of Ordnance, and report on finances. 
form and manner of its poeeee: eveviese, nenenee, ae the compensation The SPEAKER. This resolution is accompanied by a report 
allowed for preparing said semi-monthly indexes, including their compilation into the committee, which will be read. 


a session index, shall not exceed the average total amount now allowed by the Joint . WE caste ine , a 
Committee on Printing for compiling the session index. The Clerk read as follows: 
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The report was read, as follows: , The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the following reso 
sia : : a : . and eae inquiry in regard to the delay in publication of certain reports therein s 
The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. No. respectfully report the same back to the House with the accompanying | 
146) to provide for puns and distributing the index of the CONGRESSIONAL | the Public Printer in relation to the subject, and ask to be discharged { 
RecorD semi-monthly, report that they believe that the purposes for which the | further consideration thereof : = , Pe 
Recorp was designed can only be fulfilled by making its contents available for ; OFFICE OF PUBLIC PRINTER 
daily use by the issue of current indexes. They find upon examination that by Washinaton, Jai 
the adoption of a proper system of indexing semi-monthly indexes can be furnished : 
at the same cost as the present session index. As a most needed reform and im- 
provement can thereby be accomplished without any increase of expenditure, they 
recommend concurrence in the Senate resolution. 


a a 
Sir: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter in 
copy of the following resolution, referred by the House on the 24th instant | 
Committee on eel a . diate j 
evita ote ; P ‘* Resolved, That the Public Printer inform this House of the cause of dela 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi. This resolution so clearly €X- | printing certain reports necessary for the information of Congress; and why t 
presses its objects that explanation is scarcely necessary. The REC- | same were not printed and furnished at the commencement of the present sessior 
oRD is published daily during the session in order that it may be | of Congress, namely, report on foreign relations, of Chief Signal Officer, Nay 


available in conducti be hasiness of C sien oe vs Interior Departments, Chief of Ordnance, and report on finances.’ 

available in conduc ting the busine ss of ¢ ongre ss, afford members in- The following are the reasons why the reports named in the resolutior 

formation necessary for their guidance, and furnish the public with | not printed and furnished at the commencement of the present session of | 

an official statement of the daily proceedings. It is obvious that so} gress: 2 as ia Sea 

far as those purposes are concerned the large amount of money €X- | »; Ace ag of the copy for the report on foreign relations has not been: 

pended in the daily publication of the RECORD is almost absolutely | ~~ second. No portion of the copy for the report of the Chief Signal Officer 

wasted. After Congress has been in session a few weeks the accumu- | been received at this office. : 5 

lated numbers of the Record are nearly valueless, as they present a os Secrny at the gee . “ ory of the Navy was nos fi 
th a bulk of ‘ ys esl 3 . . % nished until the 10th of last month. { will contain a greater number e! pe 

such a bulk of matter, and the task is so hopeless, that no member | 4,35 any report heretofore printed. It is nearly all in type, and will be printe: 

attempts to use them to learn the condition of any business pending. speedily as possible. 

It is evident that the daily issue of the ReEcorD can only be made Fourth. The letter-press of the report of the Chief of Ordnance was compi™ 

valuable by publishing indexes periodically during the session on the 10th of last month. It will contain mony Riheqrea - other illastr 
, Se , : : : ions, (executed by contractors,) whi sre not delivered until the 16th instant! 
The present session indexes have grown to such enormous propor- Ca, Game ae a eT 

tions that the committee find that by introducing proper system of | Fifth. The usual number of the report on finances was delivered t 

indexing, semi-monthly and session indexes can be prepared at the | ment-room on the 25th instant. ¥ Bh 

same cost as now paid for the session index alone. Sixth. The report of the Secretary of the Interior will make three larz 


1 a co oi » ‘ f ian Bureaus 
Since the first, session Forty-third Congress the Joint Committee on copart The Sret volume cuntaine the reports ot the Land and Tatiee an 
Printing have directed the Public Printer to contract for preparing the | number of pages. It will be finished in about two weeks. 
index and pay for it by the thousand ems. This system has produced Volume epee ny eens reports, has been printed, bi 

. . aad £ i ree : a >» . 4 “x i 2e mnisved, 

bad results. It is obvious that this system simply offers a premium Se ae en but no portion of the copy has been furnis 
to making as large an index as possible, and that method, system, | tnis office 
phraseology of entries, form of arrangement, and everything neces- |  —-Very respectfully, yours, &c., vee 
sary to be considered to making a good index, would naturally be : JNO. D. I vin 
sacrificed to producing as many thousand ems of printed matter as 
possible. Thisis the key to all the defects of the index of the REcorp 
that are now so generally complained of. 

To illustrate this point: Recorp of first session Forty-third Con- | . ; : ; : ‘on and that it be laid 
rress contained 5,95 i pages, and the index was contained in 366 pages. from the further eee of this ser pear ler Segre 
RECORD of last session (second session Forty-sixth Congress) con- | on the table. If there be SP eaeeee, Saw ere 
tained 4,976 pages, and the index amounted to 1,083 pages. There was no objection. 

There has been no change in the form or system of the index during HAYDEN'S ATLAS OF COLORADO, shail 
this time to account for or justify this increase in size, butsimply an | Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi. The Committee on Printing,’ 


1¢ the col 


Hon. O. R. SINGLETON J te 
Chairman of the Committee on Printing. 


‘i er i ischarged 
The SPEAKER. The Committee on Printing ask to be discha 


Ce ES 


gitar er 
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-as referred with Senate amendments aresolution of the House 
ne Printer to furnish 3,000 copies of the Atlas of 


whom W . 
ting the Public 1 
urect> °F. V. Hayden, have directed me to report back as a sub- 
vue oem that resolution a joint resolution. 


rh it resolution reported by the committee was read, as follows: 
he joint! ‘ 


sitnte 


tion (I. R. No. 388) to print 3,000 copies of the Atlas of Colorado, by 
oe F. V. Hayden. 


r . sho Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
: -c assembled, That the Public Printer be, and heis hereby, directed to 
h 3 ) copies of the Atlas of Colorado, by F. V. Hayden, provided the same 


nlied in sheets in every way equal in sty le and quality to the edition 
order of the Department of the Interior, for a sum not exceeding 


y ordel z : 
: oe and prov ided also, that the necessary corrections be made in the 
Pe to date ; 800 copies of which shall be for the use of the Senate, 1,515 for 


f+)e House of Representatives, and 6385 for the use of the Department of 
Use Oe. and the sum of $10,500 is hereby appropriated for the purposes of 


‘nt resolution was read a first and second time, ordered to be 
pe jou A ° : 
. wed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
m Mr SINGLETON, of Mississippi, moved to reconsider the vote by 
+ ch the joint resolution was passed ; and also moved that the mo- 
so» to reconsider be laid on the table. 
T! e latter motion was agreed to, 
pISCIPLINE AND INSTRUCTION AT WEST POINT ACADEMY, 

a Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi. The Committee on Printing has 
f si ‘directed me to report back, with a recommendation that it be 
as cil red in, a resolution of the Senate to print the report of the 
+ egumission appointed under the act of June 21, 1560, to exam- 


ot COMI | ) ! , : 

i va into the organization, discipline, and instruction at the West 
Point Academy. 

"The resolution was read, as follows: 


1 by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That there be 
d 1,000 copies of the report of the joint commission appointed under the 
f the act of Congress of June 21, 1860, to examine into the organ- 
th section of the act of Vongre June 21, , to examine into the organ 
atic » aystem of discipline, and course of instruction of the United States Mil- 
‘Acade my at West Point, submitted December 13, 1560. 
e SPEAKER. The report of the Committee on Printing accom- 
ving this resolution will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
(he Committee on Printing having considered the accompanying resolution, re- 
ectfully report the same back without amendment, and recommend that the same 
pass, The cost will be about $3890. 
The resolution was adopted. ' 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted ; and also moved that the motion 
: , 7 
reconsider be laid on the table. 


Ihe } 


1. 
i 
R 








latter motion was agreed to. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Mr. WELLS. Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the Committee on 
Appropriations to report back the amendments of the Senate to the 
vill (H. R. No. 6730) making appropriations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 
i--2, and for other purposes ; and I ask the report be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 

waking appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for 


ling June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, together with the amend- 
the Senate thereto, having considered the same, beg leave to report as 











hey recommend concurrence in the amendments of the Senate numbered 1, 2, 3, 

7,8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 28, 29, and 32. 

y recommend non-concurrence in the amendments numbered 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
i, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, and 31. 







KER. The question will be taken first upon the amend- 
ments of the Senate in which concurrence is recommended. 
First amendment : 








1, line 6, strike out “sixty-seven” and insert “ so it will read: 


sixty-six ;’ 





l __ For pay of sixty-six agents of Indian affairs at the following-named agencies, 
et the rates respectively indicated, namely.”’ 
ted Mr. CONGER. What agency is left out? 
1 Mr. WELLS. Malheur agency. We have consolidated some of the 
agencies, The committee recommend concurrence in that amendment, 
rhe amendment was concurred in. 
Second amendment: 
Strike out the following: 
At the Malheur agency, at $1,000.’ 
he amendment was concurred in. 
Third amendment: 
‘ae ‘“ninety-seven” and insert ‘‘ninety-six;"’ so it will read 
a the Moquis Pueblo agency, at $1,300; in all, $96,300 
p amendment was concurred in. 
* ourth, fiith, sixth, and seventh amendments: 
ut and Mal ~ seven " and insert ‘‘ six; after ‘‘ Umatilla” insert “and;” strike 
dicht w  Lalheur,” and strike out ‘two thousand one” and insert “one thousand 
ah 80 it will read 
ged Rond ‘for the tribesin Oregon, namely, two for che Klamath, and one each for Grand 


le, Siletz 
au 31.800 


T 


he g 
amendments were concurred in. 


“ighth and ninth amendments: 
Rtrtienderk +3 ot. ve s 
t tasert “ nt | Six” and insert “ seven,” and strike out 
i Sey a enonaand one ;" 80 it will read: 
48 the Geamete the tribes in Washington Territory, to be assigned to such agencies 
ary of the Interior may direct, at $300 per annum each, $2,100 


Umatilla, and Warm Springs agencies, at $300 per annum each, 


one thousand eight” and 
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Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, is it necessary to read all of these amend- 
ments ? 

The SPEAKER. These are amendments of tie Senate, which have 
to be acted upon in the House. The committee recommend concur- 
rence in these two amendments. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

Tenth amendment: 

After the word “Interior” insert 
sary: ’’ so it will read 

* For additional payment of 
tion of the Secretary of the I 
$4,000; in all, $26,500 


and for special interpreters, when neces 


the said interpreters, to be distributed in the discre 


nterior, and for special interpreters, when ne 

The amendment was concurred in 

Eleventh amendment: 

Strike out ‘‘ fifteen" and insert “fifty ; ll read 

For subsistence and civilization of the Arapahoes, Cheyennes, Apaches, Kio 
was, Comanches, and Wichitas who have been collected upon the reservations set 
apart for their use and occupation, $350,000 

The SPEAKER. 
amendment. 

Mr. WELLS. This is an increase of $35,000 over the appropriation 
as recommended by the House. The Committee on Appropriations 
recommended $315,000, and so the bill went to the Senate, but the 
Senate have increased the appropriation to $350,000. I will state to 
the House that we have assurances from the Indian Department it 
will be necessary to have this increased appropriation. Last year we 
appropriated $305,000, and the Department has asked for a deticiency 
of $5,000, We are informed that upward of ten thousand Indians are 
upon these reservations, and are short of rations. They are warlike 
tribes, and we must feed them, or they will go upon the war-path, and 
then we shall have to fight them. This increased appropriation is 
necessary, and is recommended by the Department. The Committee 
on Appropriations recommend concurrence in this appropriation. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twelfth amendment : 

Strike out ‘ fifteen "’ and insert ‘‘ twenty will read 

“For support and civilization of Joseph's band of Nez Percés 
Indian Territory, $20,000. 


80 1t W 


The committee recommend concurrence in this 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Thirteenth amendment: 

Strike out ‘‘ fifteen’’ and insert ‘twenty ;"’ so it will read 

‘Por support and civilization of Shoshone Indians in Wyou S2 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourteenth and fifteenth amendments: 

After ‘‘ Yakamas"’ insert “ and all Indians removed from Malheur reservation 
and strike out ‘‘ twenty "’ and insert ‘ thirty-two ;"’ so it will read 


‘* For subsistence and civilization of the Yakamas and of Indians removed from 
Malheur reservation, including pay of employés, $32,000 


The amendments were concurred in. 
I'wenty-eighth amendment: 
Insert the following : 

And out of this sum the Secretary of the Interior may make and pay such allow 
ance, not exceeding the rate of $1,000 a year, as he shall think just, to Captain R 
H. Pratt, in charge of the school at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, from and after th 
passage of this act.’ 

The amendment was concurred in. 

mm... ya 

Twenty-ninth amendment : 

Insert the following 

‘For this amount, to assist the Creek Nation of Indians in re! 
hassee mission school building,’ 





yuilding the ‘Talla 
destroyed by tire December 19, 1380, $5,000 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Thirty-second amendment: 

Strike out the following: 

‘Sec. 6. All advertisements for contracts involving the expenditure of money 
herein appropriated shall be made at least sixty days before any such contract shail 
be awarded.”’ 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the amendments in 
which non-concurrence is recommended. 

The Clerk read the amendments. 

Sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty- 
first, twenty-second, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twe: 
ty-sixth and twenty-seventh amendments: 

Strike out in each of the following paragraphs, after the words 
the words * 
plies 


Indian service 
including traveling expenses of agents and transportation of s 
so the paragraphs will then read as follows : 

* GENERAL INCIDENTAL EXPENSES OF THE INDIAN SERVIC! 

“Incidental expenses of Indian service in Arizona: For general incidental ex 
a of the Indian service, support and civilization of Indians at the Colorado 

tiver, Pima and Maricopa, and Moquis Pueblo agencies, $20,000, and pay of em 
ployés at same agencies, $16,000; in all, $36,000. 

* Incidental expenses of Indian service in California: For general incidental ex 
ange of the Indian service, support and civilization of Indidns at the Round Va! 

ey, Hoopa Valley, Tule River, and Mission agencies, $23,000, and pay of employés 
at same agencies, $9,000; in all, 832,000. 

‘Incidental expenses of Indian service in Colorado: For general incidental ex 
penses of the Indian service and pay of employés, $4,000 

“Incidental expenses of Indian service in Dakota: For general incidental ex 
penses of the Indian service and pay of employés at eight agencies for the Sioux 
$10,000. 

“ Incidental expenses of Indian service in Idaho: For general incidental expenses 
of the Indian service, $1,000, and pay of employés at Lemhi agency and additiona! 
employés at Fort Hall, Idaho, $3,000; in all, $4,000. 

“Incidental expenses of Indian service in Montana: For general incidental ex 
penses of the tedien service and pay and expenses of detectives, $5,000. 

‘Incidental expenses of Indian service in Nevada: For general incidental ex- 
penses of the Indian service, support and civilization of Indians located on the 
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Walker River, Western Shoshone rvations, $7,000, 
of employés, same agencies, 26,000; in all : 

tal expenses of Indian ser e in New Mexi or general incidental 

the Indian service, support and civil ion of Indians at Abiquiu 

Mescalero agencies, 210,0( and pay ¢ pl yes at ime -nC1e8 

21-000 
i ncidental ey 
ly ‘ e, support a ivilization idians, at Grand Ronde 
= { " 


Mr. CONGER. Is that subject to the point of orde 
Mr. WELLS. ntleman cannot raise the point of order upon 
is amendment. as it isan amendment which comes from the Senate. 
r,. CONGER. Is it a Senate amendment? 
»SPEAKER. The amendment of the Senate is to strike out t 
which have been read, which are a part of the text of the bill. 
Ss. The House adopted this portion of the bill and sent 
te, and the bill now has been returned from the Senate 
ndment to strike out the words which have just been 
‘lerk. The Committee on Appropriations recommend 
rrence in that amendment of the Senate to strike out the 
aragraph. 
Mr. CONGER. I should like to have a vote on concurrence in that 
imendment of the Senate. 
The SPEAKER. It is competent for the gentleman to make such 
1 mo 
Mr. CONGER. I withhold the point of order at this time, Mr. 
Speaker, and will raise it if necessary when the matter comes before 
the House again on the conference report. 
rhe amendment was non-concurred in. 
Thirty-first amendment : 
Insert the following: 
Expenses of Indian commissioners: For the expenses of the commission of 
tizens, serving without compensation, appointed by the President under the pro- 
sions of the fourth section of the act of April 10, 1869, $10,000 


he SPEAKER. The Committee on Appropriations recommend 
non-concurrence, a” 

Che amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. WELLS moved to reconsider the votes just taken, and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

Phe latter motion was agreed to. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BUSINESS. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up at this time 
the privileged report made by the Committee on Rules, and ask the 
Clerk now to read it for present consideration. 

he SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 
he Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That upon the expiration of the morning hour on Monday, the 14th of 
February, the Committee for the District of Columbia shall be entitled to the floor 
for the consideration during the remainder of that day of business for the District 
as may be called up by said committee. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, in view of the work upon the 
hands of the House now, I trust that this will lead to no extended 
debate. This is a unanimous report from the Committee on Rules, 
adopted in view of the fact that under the Calendar system, adopted 
by the present Congress in its new rules, which cut off the District 
day, the consideration of legislation for the District of Columbia has 
not had perhaps a fair chance. 

Mr. CALKINS. Is it contemplated that that resolution shall apply 
only to the remainder of this Congress ? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. It applies to only one day, Monday the 14th 
instant. 

Mr. HAYES. Would it interfere with the consideration of appro- 
priation bills? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it would interfere, but 
that the question of consideration might be raised if desired at that 
time. This is the opinion of the Chair after a casual reflection, with- 
out, however, going into the merits of the question. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BLACKBURN moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CONTINGENT FUND, NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 

letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a statement of 


| a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting re 
| of New Rochelle Harbor; which was referred to the 


Ls > TOU ~ 
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——————__________ 
the expenditures of the contingent fund of the said Depart: 
which was referred to the Committee on Expendit ‘the 
Department, and ordered to be printed. 

NEW ROCHELLE HAKBOR. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before 
’ 


ures in the Ya 
1¢ Nay 


port of the 
! i > Committ 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
SAN JOAQUIN RIVER. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before + 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the report of bh 
survey of the San Joaquin River; which waa referred to the ¢ 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printea. , 


t 


INVALIDATED LAND-PATENTS, 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the H 
a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitti; 


papers 


ihg to land-patents set aside by the courts, with the draucht 
bill for the relief of patentees; which was referred to the Com, 
tee on the Public Lands. 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION, 

Mr. COX. I now ask, Mr. Speaker, to present an amendny 
the original bill in reference to apportionment, which I ask to 
printed. I otter it as a pending amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the amendment wil] he yrin: 
in the RECORD. 

The proposed amendment is as follows : 

Be it enacted, d:c., That after the 3d of March, 1883, the House « 
tives shall be composed of three hundred and seven members. to } 
among the several States as follows: Alabama, eight: Arkansas 
tive; Colorado, one; Connecticut, four; Delaware, one; Florida 
nine; Lilinois, nineteen ; Indiana, twelve; lowa, ten; Kansas, six 
Louisiana, six; Maine, four; Maryland, six; Massachusetts, el 
ten; Minnesota, five; Mississippi, seven; Missouri, thirteen; N 
Nevada, ono; New Hampshire, two; New Jersey, seven; New \ 

North Carolina, nine; Ohio, twenty; Oregon, one; Pennsylvania, t 
Rhode Island, two; South Carolina, six; Tennessee, ten: Texas 
two; Virginia, nine; West Virginia, four; Wisconsin, eight. 

Mr. SHERWIN. Mr. Speaker, it is needless for me to statet 
portance of the bill now before us. Whenever apportion 
have been before Congress in past years for discussion they hav 
ways afforded a theme for warm and animated debate. T! 
often partaken ofa partisan nature. They have been governed larg 
in their consideration by the interests of the constituency of : 
bers of the ditferent States and of the different sections of the co 

For that reason it has been a difficult question, and the result 
has been that, with one exception, the apportionment has 1 
made until the second year after the census has been taken. 

I cannot see, sir, any reason why this apportionment shall no 
made at this session of Congress. The data upon which it is to be 
made are all in our possession. The calculations on which the basis 
of apportionment shall rest have all been made and are before us 
They areclear, andevery gentleman, by theexpenditure of a few hours 
time, can ascertain what ratio will be most just to the different State 
and sections of the country, and which should therefore be adopted 
by us in this bill. 

I was pleased to listen in the speech of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] to his eulogium upon our representative systew ; | 
the fact that it is a crowning glory of our Government and thatit 
is only exhibited in its perfection in this country. My pleasure 
listening to him was equaled by the fact of the unanimity with wh 
his sentiments were applauded by the members upon this floor and 
the general praise his eloquence received from all sides. a 

But there is another question, Mr. Speaker, connected with this 
important matter of representative government which I should have 
been glad if the gentleman had referred to, and I should have been 
pleased if he had brought the force of his generalization and the gitts 
of his eloquence and pictured it before this House. That is that not 
only is it made the duty of Congress to adopt a representative systell 
adequate to the needs of the country and distributed properly a 
the people of the country, but that they shall also see that every mal 
who by law has aright to vote for the members so provided for shal: Ye 
free to vote and exercise all the privileges which the law gives him wit 
out restraint or molestation; otherwise, our enactmments here art 
futile and our laws are vain. We should not be content, Mr. Speake! 
until every man, be he rich or poor, white or black, whether he lives 
among the bayous of the Yazoo or the pine groves of North ( —_— 
whether he lives upon the prairies of Illinois or the hills of 4° 
England, shall be free to cast his ballot unawed and unalarmed y 
fear of personal injury or social ostracism, and that the officer w! 
receives his ballot on the day of election shall be fearless to honest's 
receive and honestly count it and make an honest return. \ hen that 
shall obtain there will be a grander theme for eloquence than - 
gentleman has yet touched upon, for we will have attaines ae 
summit of the representative system, and when shall be added , _ 
the purity and intelligence of the individual voter, it we 
that we had reached the perfection of good government under 
representative system. : 

Some gentlemen have said that this apportionment | 
made because it is a mere question of arithmetic. Now, | 
than a question of arithmetic. It is a redistribution of Pp? 


} 
ent is easy to ™ 
it is more 
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To be sure, this distribution is made upon arithmetical prin- 
But itisnota question of arithmetic only ; if it were we could 


mnies. 


Cy in our boys who have ciphered as far as long division and let 


som ake the figures. We could give them a number to be divided. 
could give the dividend and they could draw curved lines to the 
- and the left of it; but the important question would be what 
he the divisor. To determine what that divisor shall be isa 
l act. That is a political question. But having given the 
then the processes of arithmetic proceed. The boy can tind 
ctient; but that quotient when it is found represents the potent 

ve of political power. on : 
Now, then, the change of a divisor from three hundred and one to 
j ’ ndred and eleven or three hundred and nineteen may change 
litical status of this House. It may change the political or- 
ition of the electoral college, and therefore it does assume a 
> sioal aspect. Icansay, with the gentleman from New York, that 
, 1) wish as he wishes, that there could be no partisan feeling in 
that we could get rid of this ogre of partisanship. 


natter } But 
-at the facts as they exist to-day, as sensible men, we know 
not get rid of it, because it is a political question, a redistribu- 


lags nowe r that will not affect this Congress, but that will affect 
Congresses hereafter to be elected, that will extend for five Con- 
-.ceog to come, and that shall not only affect them but shall affect 
» pext two presidential elections. Not only that, but it will affect 
sho lowislation in those next five Congresses. 
swe or legislation. It will affect your legislation on the monetary 
vatteps of thiscountry. It will affect your legislation upon educa- 
’ It will affect your legislation upon all great questions that 
vide the parties of this country. These questions are only reached 
through parties ; and as they are reached through parties this appor- 
tionment is of necessity a party question and assumes a political 
spect from its very nature and object. _ 
Now, this is the way that I look at this matter, and I shall discuss 
from that stand-point; not referring to parties in any invidious 


il 


nse: not referring to sections or States in any odious sense; butas | 


itter to be got at practically, I shall accept the existing situation, 
liscuss the question from that point of view. 
ere have been three bills introduced before this House: the bill 
f the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox,] providing for three 
ndred and one members; the bill of the majority of the committee 
ding for three hundred and eleven members; the bill that was 
resented by myself, and is sustained by the minority with but one 
eption, providing for three hundred and nineteen members. Now 
scussing these ratios, all the principles involved in this subject 
seen and understood. The same method of arriving at the 
sions can be applied to any one of the numbers that is applied 
these. 
Having the views on the subject which I have expressed, I propose 
brielly to examine the two bills before this House, and the one of 
gentleman of New York, [Mr. Cox,] which he proposes to offer 
3 an amendment. These bills propose a House of three hundred 
nd one members upon a ratio of 1: 164,018, a House of three hun- 
ired and eleven members upon a ratio of 1 : 158,745, and a House of 
three hundred and nineteen members upon a ratio of 1: 154,764, re- 
spectively, 
I will first examine the effect of the different ratios upon the repre- 
sentation of the States as compared with their present representation. 
Upon the basis of three hundred and one representatives each of 
the following-named States gain one member: Arkansas, South Car- 
lina, Mississippi, West Virginia, California, Iowa, and Michigan; 
Nebraska and Minnesota each gain two, Kansas three, and Texas 
ir—a gain of eighteen in all, of which the democratic States have 
eight and the republican States ten. 
rhe losses upon a basis of three hundred and one are one each for 
he States of Florida, Indiana, Maine, New Hampshire, Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, Tennessee, and Vermont, and two in New York, of which 
sses the certainly democratic States sustain two and the republican 


t 





I 


States eight, making a net gain to the certainly democratic States of | will show by the following statement: The Northeastern States men- 


six and to the republican States which are sometimes democratic of 
two, The eighteen States not named neither gain nor lose. 

{ pon a basis of three hundred and eleven members fifteen States 
gain altogether twenty-two members, namely: Arkansas, California, 
“eorgia, lowa, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, South 
( n ina, Virginia, and West Virginia gain one each; Minnesota and 
Ni braska two each ; Kansas three, and Texas four; of which gain the 
certainly democratic States have twelve and the other States ten. 


‘our States, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and New York, each | 


se one, leaving the net gain to the certainly democratic States twelve 


} . ii : . 4% 
‘ud to the republican States six. The other nineteen States neither 
gain nor lose, 


Upon a basis of three hundred and nineteen, the bill of the minor- 
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|change of divisor and consequent change of fractions 


Lisl] 


teen, and producing an equality of gains between the States certainls 
democratic and the other States. ‘i 
To recapitulate: Upon a basis of three hundred and one, the cer 
tainly democratic States have a net gain of 6; the other States have 
a net gain of 2. Upon a basis of three hundred and eleven, the cer- 
tainly democratic States have a net gain of 12; the other States have 
a net gain of 6. Upon a basis of three hundred and nineteen, the cer 





tainly democratic States have a net gainof 13; the other States hav« 
a net gain of 13. 
Fewer States (only three) lose upon the last basis than upon eithe 


of the others. 

Fewer States (fourteen) stand still without gain or loss than upon 
the other rates. And four of these fourteen States, namely, Oregon 
Nevada, Colorado, and Delaware could not gain upon any practicable 
ratio, thus leaving only ten States stationary. 

The gains and losses under the different ratios are owing to the 
Upon the 
basis of three hundred and one, the number of Representatives upon 
an even division would be but two hundred and eighty-two, and the 
twenty highest fractions are therefore each given a Representative 


| to make the number three hundred and one. 


It will affect your tariff | 


Upon a basis of three hundred and eleven, and also three hundred 
and nineteen, members are given to eighteen fractions. The States 
which gain a member upon a fraction at three hundred and nineteen 
which do not have them at three hundred and eleven are Llinois, 
Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, New York, Ohio, and California 

The basis of three hundred and twenty-two would give a net gain 


| of thirteen to the States certainly democratic and sixteen to the othe1 


| States. But in the interest of fairness the minority chose three hu: 
1 de 
dred and ni 


ineteen instead of three hundred and twenty-two. 

I do not contend that the different sections of the country should 
necessarily gain equally in their representation. Of course that must 
depend upon the population of the States and sections. But as will 
be seen by the examples I have given, there is quite a latitude 
within which changes may be made, and within limits is the 
field of dispute, over which is waged the war of debate, upon which 


also are sought to be gained advantages which could not be secured 


those 


| upon a division based upon whole numbers only and not partly upon 


| that dividing the conntry into three sections, namely 


fractions. This being so, we must recognize the fact and select that 
number for a ratio which will be most fair 
tion. 

In my opinion that number is the one that gives us three hundred 
and nineteen members. It is in accordance with the mathematical 





and equiftabie in its opera 


principles used in making apportionments. It leaves fewer States 
with their representation decreased. More States gain in that num 
ber than either of the others. Fewer States are stationary. It dis 
tributes the gains more generally over the country than the other 


numbers. And happily it gives no advantage to one section or party 
over any other section or party. The other numbers fail in all these 
particulars, and therefore should not be adopted. 
will be done if either of them shall be selected. 

The number three hundred and nineteen approaches nearest math- 
ematically to an accurate apportionment as between the groups of 
States under discussion. The population of the Southern States is 
.3748 per cent. of the whole representative population of the United 
States. At three hundred and one those States have .3722 per cent 
of the representation; at three hundred and eleven they have .3704 
per cent. of the representation ; at three hundred and nineteen they 
have .3730 per cent. of the representation, the latter number bein 
the nearest of any of the ratios in question. 

The gentleman from New York [ Mr. Cox ] and others have asserted 
} . the Northeast, 
comprising the New England States, with New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania; the South, comprising the sixteen old slave States ; 
and the West, embracing all the other States, the number three hun 
dred and one would be most nearly accurate of any of the other 
numbers. He is mistaken in this as, at the risk of being prolix, 1 


A great injustice 


~ 


| tioned contain .2933 per cent. of the representative population. At 


three hundred and one they would have .2956 per cent. of the repre 


| sentation; at three hundred and eleven they would have .2926 per 


| cent. of the 


my, twenty-one States gain twenty-nine members, namely, Arkan- | 
nm. California, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, | 
hols, Iowa, Missouri, Ohio, Kentucky, Massachusetts, New York, | 


Pennsylvani 
hesota, 
Which n 


a, Virginia, and West Virginia each one; Nebraska, Min- 

and Michigan each two; Kansas three, and Texas four; of 

4] umber the certainly democratic States gain thirteen and the 

other States sixteen. : P 

ee eee — of three hundred and nineteen, three States, Maine, 

the om _ Ire, and Vermont each lose one, making the net gain to 
ainly democratic States thirteen, and to the other States thir- 


representation; at three hundred and nineteen they 
would have .2946 per cent. of the representation, showing again tliat 
three hundred and nineteen is the nearest to accurac 

The Western States mentioned have .3313 per cent. of the repre- 
sentative population. At three hundred and one these States have 
wd22 per cent. of the representation ; at three hundred and eleven 
these States have .3279 per cent. of the representation ; at three hun- 
dred and nineteen these States have .3322 per cent. of the representa 
tion, showing once more that no number is more nearly accurate. 

In the Southern States it is shown, according to the table given 
above, that three hundred and nineteen is the nearest. 

My excuse for entering into what might seem an over refinement 
of figures is to demonstrate that that number, three hundred and 
nineteen, which upon its face is most just as between the Southern 
and the Northern States is also the most accurate. And further, 
that by grouping the States into three sections, Northeast, West, and 
South, that accuracy is still upon the side of three hundred and nine- 
teen. 

Another point worth observing is that all the gains on present repre- 
sentation between the numbers three hundred and one and three hun- 
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dred andeleven fall to the Southern States, the South, as I have before 
pointed out, at the latter number having a net gain of six ; while be- 
tween the numbers three hundred and eleven and three hundred and 
nineteen all the gains but one are in the Northern States, and having 
arrived at three hundred and nineteen the gains between North and 
South are equal. Another thing to be observed is that the greatest 
loss which the New England and Central States sustain actually and 
relatively is at three hundred and one. The Central States do not 
hold their own unti! they pass three hundred and eleven. 

Can any member in this House, in the face of these figures, vote 
for either of the numbers three hundred and one or three hundred and 
eleven? The only reasonable excuse for so doing is that three hun- 
dred and nineteen makes the House too large. It is but eight larger 
than three hundred and eleven. 
or eighteen would be at all perceptible in this House ? 
lo not think that three hundred and nineteen 1s too 


Besides, I do 
At the last apportionment the 


large a House or too great an increase. 


House was increased by the addition of fifty members, while the rep- | 


resentative population had increased but 6,936,454. This amendment 
proposes an increase of but twenty-six, while the representative 
population has increased 11,214,090. The question oi the size of the 
House has been much discussed at each apportionment. Many of 
the wisest statesmen of our country have favored a larger House than 
this amendment proposes. Such statesmen as Edward Everett, John 


Quiney Adams, and Thomas H. Benton have contended for a high | 


number. I will not enter into any argument upon that point, as it 
is after all largely a matter of opinion. But we know that the lower 
house of the Massachusetts Legislature formerly contained six hundred 
ind forty members, and experience showed that its legislation at that 
time was conducted carefully and well. 
fusion there may be in this House may be more in our rules and in 
yurselves than in the size of the body. The minority has incorpo- 
rated in its amendment a provision that the Representatives appor- 
tioned to the different States shall be elected by districts, and that 
those districts shall be composed of contiguous territory. ‘This was a 
part of the law of 1872 and of 1842, and should be retained in this 
and in all future apportionment laws. 

t is claimed by some gentlemen upon this floor that it is a needless 
and unconstitutional interference with State rights. It is said that 
the States are free under the Constitution to choose the method by 
which their Representatives in Congress shall be elected; that they 
ire free to construct districts as to them shall seem best, whether of 
ontiguous territory or otherwise, or to abandon the district system 
and elect their Representatives upon one general ticket. This claim 
snot new. It has been asserted here before. So long ago as in 1823 
a select committee was appointed in the House of Representatives for 
the purpose of “inquiring into the expediency of recommending to 
the several States the propriety of amending the Constitution of the 
United States in such manner that the mode of electing the members 
of the House of Representatives in Congress may be uniform through- 
out the United States,” and for other purposes; and that committee, 
of which Mr. McDutftie, of South Carolina, was chairman, made a very 
able report upon the subject. Many States at that time elected their 
Representatives upon a general State ticket. It was seen that by that 
system the voice of a minority could be suppressed. That New York, 
for instance, could send a delegation to Congress which would be 
solidly democratic or solidly republican, and that too by a small ma- 
jority of the popular vote, instead of one which should represent vari- 
ous interests and constituencies as now under the district system. It 


was also seen that a State might be gerrymandered in the interest of | 


the party in power, by making one district of contiguous territory 
and another separated into parts; by constituting one district so that 
t should elect two or more members and another one member; that 
me district should have too great a population and another too small. 

That committee in its report submitted a plan which proposed 
‘that each State shall be divided into as many districts as will equal 
the number of Representatives to which the State may be entitled in 
Congress, and that each of the said districts shali elect one Repre- 
sentative.’ The committee further say : 

It is susceptible of demonstration that the elections might be so arranged by a 
party in power that a small minority of the people would elect a majority of the 
national Representatives. The mode of operation would be various according to 
varying circumstances. Sometimes the object would be accomplished by changing 
the district into the general ticket system, sometimes by an artificial arrangement 

f districts, and sometimes by a skillful combination of both. 

With a view to give strength and durability to the essential b 
of the utmost consequence that the local minorities in the several States and vari- 
ous geographical divisions of our 
representation in Congress 

etter calculated to allay sect 
tion than the mediatorial influence of such Representatives. 


The committee proposed an amendment to the Constitution which 
should make it imperative upon the States, without any legislation 
by Congress, to divide their State into districts, each of which should 
elect one Representative. 

Again, in 1842, the question was before Congress and gave rise to 
a long and able debate. It arose upon an amendment to the bill for 
apportionment then pending in the House, and was offered by Mr. 
Halstead, of New Jersey, by direction of the Committee on Elections. 
The amendment was in these words: 

And be it further enacted, That each State shall be divided by the Legislature 
thereof into as many districts composed of contiguous territory as shall be equal 


Who can say an addition of eight | 


The fault of whatever con- | 


nds of union, itis 


extensive country should have a fair and full | 
In periods of deep political excitement nothing is | 
ional animosities and subdue the angry spirit of fac- | 
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to the number of Representatives to which said State may be < ntitle 
of Representatives of the United States, and that each of said a — 
one Representative. , 


din the Hoy. 
IStricts shal) «), 
At that time there were seven of the twenty-six St , 
elected their Representatives upon a general ticket, Thos = 
raised by Mr. Atherton, of New Hampshire, as to whether then. 
ment was germane to the bill or not. The chairman deci led ~ 
was, and overruled the point of order. After several] days’ di ae 
the amendment was adopted in the House, and it was raasee 
adopted in the Senate and became a part of the apportion 
of 1542. The point most fully discussed was as to the power of (.. 
gress to direct that the States should elect by districts mies nn 
clause of section 4 of the Constitution which declares that C ao 
may at any time make or alter regulations as to the ti, 
and manner of holding elections for Senators and Re 
It was in 1842 also, that the representation of minorities gre: 
than a moiety was first provided for. In the year 1832 Denil © 7 
ster had attempted to provide for the representation of moietie ool 
made a report upon that subjec distinguished for the shrenerth — 
clearness which always characterized his efforts. He was defe i 
at that time, but his principles were adopted in 1842 and have i 
tinued in operation ever since. 7 
Mr. Garrett Davis, of Kentucky, in discussing this district oye 
| said that— ha 


aftery ar 
iment | 


L ODLTess 
times, places 
presentatiy es, 


It seemed evident to him Congress had the power, under thisc] 
tution, to make regulations respecting the elections, totally and wholly. as ¢ 
the State regulations * * * he was astonished that any man who Cclaime 
a State-rights man should come forward and advocate the general-ti: 


ause of the ( 


» alte 
imed ti 
ket 8ysten 


Mr. Arnold, of Tennessee, said: 

They had a right to interfere in this, and it was their duty to do it now. 
Again he said: 

It was a questionof expediency entirely. Itinvolved no onstitutional qu 
Mr. Barnard, of New York, said: 

In his opinion the time had come when in consequence of the manner in wh 


| some of the States of the Union had performed this duty, it was the duty of Co: 
gress to interfere in this matter. an er 


Mr. William Cost Johnson, of Maryland, said: 
He believed Congress had full and ample power to pass such a law 
Mr. PENDLETON, of Ohio, said : 


He was amazed that there should be any difference of opinion as to the pow: 
of Congress to adopt the amendment. s 


Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, said: 


Hie had always considered that if there was any question settled by the expr 
terms of the Constitution, it wasthe power of Congress over this whole subi 


lesion 





In the Senate Mr. Rives, of Virginia, conceded that Congress ha 
the power, but he opposed its exercise on grounds of expediency. 

Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, also asserted the power of Congress 
and advocated its expediency and necessity. 

I do not understand the opposition to this section of the amend 
ment. Are we still within the shadow of the extra session ? 
still breathe its atmosphere? Must the National Government agai! 
be warned from trespassing upon the sacred precincts of a State, aud 
forbidden to suggest even that the States shall elect members of ( 

| gress by districts and that those districts shall be contiguous? | can- 
not explain this opposition upon any hypothesis, except an unvill- 
ingness to concede any right or power in Congress to legislate 1 
the subject of the election of members of Congress. 

I commend gentlemen to the words I have read of the State-rights 
statesmen of the country upon this subject. If we have the rig! 
as those statesmen concede we have, to legislate upon the subject 
why not accept this amendment? Canit be that there are any States 
which desire the opportunity to return to the general-ticket syste, 
to crush out some troublesome minority? Is it because of a desir 
to make districts of territory not contiguous? It seems to me to be 
the duty of Congress to retain control of this matter in the interests 
of fair elections, I am not ready to wipe out this faint vestige 0 

national control over them. 
| Ithink the bill of the minority should commend itself to evel 
gentleman in this House who desires a true, just, and equitabie aj 
portionment. 

Mr. NEW. I wish to ask the gentleman from Illinois a ques 
Is it not true that the number 319 will leave a larger unrepresen:? 
| population than the number 301, or 307, or 311? 

Mr. SHERWIN. It leaves a slightly larger aggregate 01 
throughout the whole country unrepresented than 301 or Jll. 1 au 
not informed as to 307, 

Mr. NEW. I have made some calculations with care, and accote- 
ing to the results of my figuring, 319 would leave a larger numver 
people unrepresented than either of the other numbers. 

Mr. SHERWIN. It does so apparently, as compared with two 
thenumbers. But the gentleman ought also to understand that, com 
| paring the numbers of fractions unrepresented between the two” 

tions of the country, in one section we have sixteen States and in th 
| other we have twenty-two States; so that, in reality, as applied = 
| the population of the country, this number is nearer the true —_ 

matical representation than any other we can get. Also it gives 08° 

greater representation for all of the States which gain at all, ant 

fewer States lose at that number than at any other; so I cannot see 
| how the fractions are unrepresented. 
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so on prese ent representation. 
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S gaining nine on present representation, and the Nor 
nt representation. 
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gaining ten on present representati on, and the North gaining five 
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| ber of magnates of 7 731, and a house of representatives of 444; 


| of 434; 


The South gaining fifteen on present representation, and the North 


seventeen on pre sent representation. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. CLYMER.) To whom does the 
gentleman from Illinois yield the balance of his time ? 
Mr. SHERWIN. I yield it to the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
CROWLEY, ] or as much of it as he desires. 
RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. REAGAN, from the Commitee on Commerce, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 7104) making appropriation for the construction, comple- 
tion, repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers and harbors, 
and for other purposes ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
committed to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcn, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate had passed a concurrent resolution rela- 
tive to the counting of electoral votes for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested. 

ne menage further announced that the Senate had passed the bill 

. No, 2054) toremove the political disabilities of Richard latherly, 
a Little Rock, Arkansas, in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested. 


gaining 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, no measure coming before Congress 
can be more important than the one under discussion. It is to deter- 
mine for ten years to come the representation of cach State im this 
House. 

The first question which meets us at the threshold of this debate 
is as to the wisdom and policy of increasing the numbers of Repre- 
sentatives. From sixty-five members fixed by the Constitution in 
1789, we have grown to two hundred and ninety-three members in 
eighty years ; and it is now proposed by every measure before this 
House to still further increase its membe rship. We stand to-day, not 
including New Hampshire, the eighth largest legislative body in the 
world. Hungary, but a portion of the Austrian Empire, has a cham- 
and 
yet no one will claim that there is greater wisdom and deliberation 
in the Parliament of Hungary because of this large representation. 
England, which legislates for nearly three hundred tnillions of human 


| beings, has a House of Lords of 497, and a House of Commons of 652, 


and yet [am informed that the daily average attendance upon the 
House of Commons is less than the daily average attendance upon 
this House of Representatives. 

France, in her Corps Legislatif, has a Senate of 300 members and a 
Chamber of Deputies of 532; and yet so noisy is that Chamber of 
Deputies that it cannot claim to be a deliberative body. 

Italy has a Senate of 220 members and a Chamber of Deputies of 
508; Prussia has an upper house of 302 members and a lower house 
Austria hasan upper house of 191 members and a lower house 


of 383. And the German Empire, where are gathered all the German 


| States, has in its upper branch only 59 members and in its lower 397 


Next comes the American Congress. And let me say that from the 
numbers of this House it is noisy and confusing and unwieldy also. 
It is disorderly and at times turbulent. This calendar which I hold 
in my hand, containing over twelve hundred bills, shows that it 
cannot act with dispatch upon all the measures coming before it. The 
roll-call of the members of this House upon the average now takes 
up ward of one-half hour. We have adopted a system of rules, com- 
plex, arbitrary, and apparently tyrannical, for the purpose of enab- 
ling us to dispatch business and to aid in the deliberations of this 
body. 

Sitting or a in this outer circle where many of us are lo- 
cated, it is now impossible, from the size of this Chamber, for us to 
know what is being daily transacted here. Weare compelled to look 
into the Recorp of the next morning for the purpose of accurately 
learning what is daily transpiring in our very presence. My obset 


vation is that a stron gv oice, an interesti ng subjec t, long experience, 
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or great reputation only can arrest, con dena hala ¢ ttention | six members, does not dispatch business with as much promn 
of this A tomentose as it is. |: al nd with as much wisdom and deliberation as this Ho hm —_ 1eSs 
Let me say, in speaking of the size of a legislative body, it is in- } t two hundred and nine ty-three members ? : oF 
teresting to turn back for a short \tury’s experience of | Let me take one illustration more as to policy of an jp 
the workings of this House of s, to hear what was The State which I have the honor in part to repre sent, Ne w York . 
said by the founders of the Gov cerning hen they | empire in itself—with all the industrial and materia] nterests w) 
framed it. and what has lx it commentator | go to constitute a great commonwealth—has never found it po 
have spoken concerning its organization and workings wisdom to increase the size of its Legislature. ties n 1789. y 
time. It was feared by many of the fathers of the Constit | popu lation was only 340,112, down to 1821, the nut 5 
a small lastelative bods would not possess oper ywledge of 1 its legi islative bodies wer substantially the same. in 182]. y 
local circumstances of their con rents: thata small] number woul ld population was 1,3 t created a Legislature whose co 
be an unsafe depository of power and would be taken 1 m those who awe of thirty-two n mbers, and an assembly of one hy dr 
would not sympathize with the feelings of the pr Story, in his twenty-eight members only. Although, in 1846, wh 5 
Commentary on the Constitution, written tort ears after ifs adop- ae incre: Wo, if changed its constit ition : 
tion, speaking of the objections urged against as legislative | constituti m—in 1267, and afterward. a eons 
hodv. say issi when its population had doubled. Yet New Yo 
Ti we ¢ ‘ ‘ , ‘ in to-day transa ting its public business with 1 Legisla 
paires l ‘ teriy destre ‘ torce « ort ( 3 Tl fixed in 1221: a 1d now, wit tor f 29 2 
fe: ere at that period so studic ch t Legislature created sixty 3 1 
ie the dangers to erty, which we o strar y< snota rich, great, prosperous, and po] lous 
ind I ‘ ( i cratica 1 oxe ( . hy t : l is 
dently predicted, have all vanished into air, into t] ' ruth has silently dis- as any of het sister States or as this Union, 
solved the phantoms raised by imaginations beated pre 11C6 OF ntroversy as increased its representation at every deca 
ind at the distance of forty years we look , ee eee ees tee iker, I am opposed to apportionment at this sess 
ian f the people It is tit ywever, ¢ to bring this reasoning under re¢ gr ne ticle 14 of the cu t 
iew,. because iulcat 1} st le : yw little reliance can tion 10 18 provide 
be placed upo re theo! any matters of government and how diflicult it is Repre 01 f nong the several State 
to vindicate the most sound, practical doctrines against the specions questioning | respec whole number of per 
f ingenuity ar S Const cuion O45 ing Ind hen the ri eas vo ree at any election f 
I will read no further from that section, but t irning now to the om eo ee resident of tho { Sta ace 8, Repres 
subject of the numbers which should e ie He of BR pre ture thereof, is de of the male inhabitants of such State.» 
sentatives, I beg leave to call attention to what he said one years of age a of the United States, or in anv wa : 
But the question itself, what is the proper and conve 1 » compose ay Wines en _— = other orm the basis of repres 
1 representative legislature, is as little susceptible of a precis ition as any | Due" e reduced an eetaeen which u = nb ror such 
which can b din the whole circle of politi rl e ia? upon which be to the Ol mber of male citizens twenty-one years of ag such S 
ifferent n @ more at va d the policy of American States Every apportionment bill pending in this House bases repres, 
themselves subject, while they were colonies have become | tion upon numbers only. That was the principle of the old ( 
indepe nt is exceeding! score . Ine I t « the difference - } lt} ss t . 
rising from the lation and size of the States, there will be nd to be grea tution, under which hine censuses Were taken and nine app 
liversities an t whose population and size nea approach each othe ments made: but under section 2 of the fourteenth amend t vote 
* * : as well as numbers may be taken into the account in apportio 
It is by no means true that a large representation is necessary to understend Representatives among the respective States; and \ ys 3 
the interests of the people. It is not either theoret y or practically true that | denies to any of its qualified male citizens, ener oe vears 
alse pO see eemene pee Pte ‘ of Vow Wor Q cae »] eee age, the rigl t to vote for any of the otlicers spec itied in the fourt 
stood by its sixty-five representatives as those of Massachus amendment, in my judgment that State should be deni ad repre 
four hundred. In fact, higher qualiticati W sually b ug y y 








where the representatives are few than where they are maz A 





tion in this House in the proportion which it denies th eri 
to any of its male citizens otherwise qualified. [Appl 





be a higher ambition to serve wher s ness of t , . . a2 . . tg 
ie dlatinetion than ‘wieere tt 4s al ane iden eit a < Cnurning to the constitutions of the States, we tind that Mass 
portance is essentially diminis ‘ ns 651, 653 i setts and Connecticut disqualify citizens on educational grou 





, speaking upon this subject, well expresses the principle 


ve formation of a House of Representatives 


And Kent 
which should guide in 
A due acquaintance with the local interests of every part of the Union ought 


to he carried into the House, nber collected for all the purposes 
of information, discussion, hy with the wants and 





shes of 











am not going toc ritic ise the wisdom of those States. I am not sta 
ing here to attac k either of those States or any others; and let: 
say in passing that the question of education is becoming on 
paramount que stions of the } present time. Thoughtful men, wh 


oases for the perpe tuity of our institutions, who are looking to 





the people. When these objects are obtained any further increase neither pro- | future welfare of this Republic, are scanning c losely the Constit 
ee mere depen eee cant ao oad ete = i tay | to find whether or not there are any powers in it authorizing 
impatient of protracted delilx vation % Men? 2 —* Sree ress to take ¢ ontro] of the whole subject of education fi e 1 
The history and policy of our American Congress in the main has and for all the States of the nation. But let me say that v 
7. : ate “ : sachusetts and Connecticut have imposed an educational 
tended to an increase of its representation. The older Stat s, for the | tion which debars certain citizens in those States from voting 


purpose of not losing Representatives, 
political power, and to keep pace with the more rapidly growin 
States of the West and Northwest, have always favored such appor- 
tionment of representation as would save to them the number of Rep- 
resentatives which they had whenever t 

ment came up. 

The tirst apportionment act passe 
Constitution went into operation, tixed one member f 
people, and ve us a House of 105 members. In 1202 the same ratio 
vas maintained, which gave us a Houseof 141 bers. In1811the 
ratio of one member for every 35,000 population was adopted, which 
gave us a House of 1-1 members. In 1822 the ratio of 40,000 was 
adopted, which gave us a House of 212 members. In 1832 the ratio 
of 47,700 was adopted, which gave us a House of 240 members, In 
1842 we dropped for a decade, and in the apportionment bill of that 
year the ratio of representation was 70,680, which gave us a House of 
223 members. In 150 the ratio was 93,420, which gave us a House 
of 233 members. In 1562 the ratio was 126,823, which gave us a House 
of 241 members. And in ratio was 151,425, which gives us 
the present House of 293 members 

Now, Mr. Spe aker, is it polic vy, is it wisdom, to increase still further 
the membership of this House? Have we not reached a limit where 
weshould pause for awhil Will business be dispatched more rapidly 
by increasing our number rs? Will more wisdom mark our delibera 
tions? Will there be more order Will roll-calls take less time? 
Will it be less expensive? Under our Constitution the Senate of the 
United States must pass upon every bill which passes this House ; it 
must adopt the same legislative methods upon every measure. In 
addition to that it must act upon every nomination sent to it by the 
Executive—no inconsiderable duty of late years. The Senate is also 
a part of the treaty-making power of the nation, and is the sole court 
for the trial of all impeachments. Yet, with these additional duties, 
who will say that the Senate of the United States, with only seventy- 


he question i ay portion- 


1792, three vears after the 


revery 33,000 

















the officers enumerated in section 2 of the fourteenth amen 
Massachusetts, Delaware, Georgia, New Hampshire, Penns: 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia have added a propert 
qualification, either in regard to amount of proper ty which the vot 


shall possess, or in regard to the payment of poll tax« 








State, or municipal taxes. 
Let me call 
representation in this House. 


attention somewhat to the effect of this in reg 


The State which I have the 








represent in part upon this floor sends here under the apport 
act of 1872 thirty-three Representatives. In the last el 
Representatives the total] vote for Representatives in Congress ii 


of those thirty-three districts was not less than 23,000 ; and in the E1 
district, where the highest vote was cast, there was a little up\ 
of 45,000 votes cast for candidates for Representative in this Ho S 
Now turn to the State of Rhode Island. Rhode 3 
presidential election cast 29,210 votes, all told, for the | 
electors, and both of the members from the first and second ¢ 
sional districts of that State had had cast for them and fort 
ponents all told in both of those districts only 28,964 votes. 1 








the aggregate of both districts. In twenty-three of the congress 
districts of the State of New York there was a larger \V 
28,964 cast for congressional candidates in each and ever 
those twenty-three congressional districts 
Now, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from New York, [™ me 
vest¢ 


; . . vaste 
chairman of the Committee on Census, in his speech 
ible and exhaustive, on this quest ion, asks in 
fourteenth amendment, a question whi 


which was a 
the effect of 





should receive an answer at this time and in this place _ 
may do him no injustice I read from the RECORD what purports 
be his remarks on that question : 

The first ql 1estion which arises under this second section o! I ¥ 
amendment is, What isa denial or abridgment of the right to oo a ; 





it be by law or by individuals? What constita 


plated’? Must 
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vent if otherwise than by law? What is the amount of private force and | was supposed that every State in the Union had polled its full vote 
ation, or the kind of device or fraud which constitutes a denial or abridg- | for President in that year. New York, my own State, cast upward of 


> ‘The last act of apportionment was passed on the 2d of February, 1872. It], says . ot seas : nein etunieh sities mee Ari 
pe aan to settle this or anything else as to this fourteenth amendment. | ® million in that election, the largest vote ever cast up to the elec- 


ted the clause of the Constitution, and fixed the power which must deny | tion of 1830. Four years pass away. We have another presidential 
election in 1880, and it is fair to assume that the lapse of four years 
“should any State" deny or abridge. It does not say person or commu- | wonld have brought increased numbers of voters in all of the States 






eee 








se other organism ; 80 that, in so faras any interpretation may be drawn from . v8 a > ae ian Ain : 
a ner7a. the only constraint on suffrage must os from the State and by legal ot the Union, but 1b “ ill be found that by certain States the vote cast 
the AW ot, No practical application has been made of the constitutional clause | in 1880 for presidential electors is considerably less than that cast in 





It has been hitherto a dead letter. Nor is it possible now, with any | 1876. I have stated as a reason for my opposition to the passage of 
mown data cones a eee accuracy, to apply either the Constitu- | any apportionment bill by this Congress that every one of these bills 
he y a « ent. “ea. : : ° 

tion or the law to UN ae Mr. C in the chair.) T! 1 for the apportionment of Representatives is based upon numbers 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr, CLYMER in the chair.) The gentle- | without taking into the count voters. Under the Constitution as 
: as expired a af 

man’s time has ex] I - ara a oe ee amended, I regard voters as well as numbers a basis for an apportion 
Mr. HISCOC os ; oe : oar sg omer » Hr, Hpeawer, thal | ment bill, where citizens are denied the right to vote by State action 

my lleague’s time be extended for te “3. ‘ saking in: isan sense: it is alleged ¢ lieve 
my colle \BESON I hope no limit will be placed upon the gentle- I am not speaking in a partisan sense ; but it is alleged and believed 
Mr. RODESU: ool, tan Welll test, pastedaneds b0 me on Until he be that in some parts of the Union, in some of the States in this Union 
man’s time, but ; 1at he will be pe é gt le Has CON- | or in some sections of the country, there exists and has existed fraud, 
luded his OCK, ~~ intimidation, and violence, by which means a large number of voters 

Mr. ee be ove. The Chair heare no cbiection. and iti have been denied the right of voting in elections in the past. I do 

The SPE ‘ ’ , Chis ars ction, S : : 1. 

Ena — a se J ” | not assert, sir, whether that is so or not. The alleyation has been 

ordered accordaingiy. ats made, and it is believed in a portion of this Union that this conditior 

PC y vaV yr Sneale ‘ = . . . — 2% : : f é l n 
Mr. ( —_ ines. r, I thank the House for its courtesy | 6¢ aghirs absolutely exists. 

n extending me UUs a Now, every one of the twenty-two States of the North increased its 
Now, let me say, sir, that the answer to the question asked by the | yote in 1880 over that cast in 1876; bat when we come to certait 
sirman of the Committee on Census has been given by the Supreme | ¢ te Dg eager Sao . g : Sie 

ae » United States at the October term in 1879, in the mat- | ~°2*¢S this Union, the sixteen Southern States, we find that some 

Conte , C als of Virginia and J. D Golde petitioner of them have fallen off largely in the number of voters in the election 

ter of the Co gins « U. 8, ler. 2 12AN ae camnaread wi <9 ia a 1278 +S . a , 

That was a writ of habeas corpus, coming up from the State of Vir- we See a 7 ae be. : - 7 — lees poh o 

rinia, in regard to a county judge in one of the counties of that cooat lid not soll wit] h 18,725 ee 'y meade’ he did in 1876: Vit be = 

State, who was charged with having refused to select jurors under did om poll within 99 483 cahee tn ane pe nye octyl the pr acting 

State, ; . 8 ; In 22,483 3 in 1880 ; 3 ceding 
1 rjsions »recent ¢ 3 ants to s Cons mo : . i : : a ae os t 5 

the seer em of the recent amendments to the Constitution of the | gjection in 1876; Georgia did not poll within 24,879 votes in 1880 as 
United States. she did in 1876; Louisiana did not poll within 48,442 votes in 183 
. : . . . : f 3 Li ani 1in 48,442 votes in 1880 as 

The Supreme Court in rendering judgment—Justice Strong deliv- tered IP tere seh eee ferme egos ge ~ ahs Denon 
ering the opinion—holds in regard. to that the following, to which I re om bs SS ec en ae poke io 1 — 7 eet 
particularly ask the attention of the House. In speaking of these having one of the committees of this Canada po | ae ~ mista ; 
recent constitutional amendments, and the legislation necessary to | ;¢ you please, raised for that purpose idah cheat? tecwendl cal the 
“ * . « ’ “ ‘ 9 sual I SULIgt > | > 

— . ' rd ; 1, C . serves ‘*: 4 §£ 2 > . e . S * “2 . . 5 

carry them into operation, the court observes “all of the amendments | yyiole question of disqualification, either educational or property, in 


wea mnt . sir f ea fr is ls oT isi ’ Thati 4 — ° : : ae 
derive much of their he rs sroms this } NESOr PTON ote i? - hat is, the all these States of the Union where constitutional prohibitions against 
provision existing In Congress to pass appropriate legisiation to en- | the right of suffrage are alleged to exist; and I would have this com- 
force the ead licial rot theG 1G ee a mittee look into this whole question and report to Congress what qual- 

It is not said the judicial power o he Generali Government shail extend to ene | :,.43 c- ali@aatt awt . ‘ er , — el 
forcing the prohibitions and to protecting the rights and immunities guaranteed. eenerrenee es xist a all sec ae ot the country to 
It is not said that branch of the Government shall be authorized to declare void | deprive citizens of the rig it to vote ; and the nw hen we have a full 
ny action of a State in violation of the prohibitions. It is the power of Congress | report of the disqualifications, either educational or property, o: 
which has been enlarged. Congress is authorized to enforce the prohibitions by | whether by violence and oppression men are denied the right of sut 
ppropriate legislation. Some legislation is contemplated to make the amend- * aie te lie f a oll aa olde Bice 
tsfully effective. Whatever legislation is appropriate, that is, adapted to carry frage, and all of the facts before us, it will then be within the pow = 
the objects the amendments have in view—whatever tends to enforce submis- of Congress to go to work and consider an apportionment bill which 
n to the prohibitions they contain, and to secure to all persons the enjoyment | can be based upon justice, equity, and the Constitution, based upon 


of perfect equality of civil rights, and the equal protection of the laws against | the voters of this country as well as upon the numbers. 
State denial or invasion, if not prohibited—is brought within the domain of con- . $ 
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Tv y > Vv. ‘ r } i ‘yCeedinely ¢ 5 

gressional power. Nor doesit makeany difference that such legislation is restrict- The gentleman from New York, (Mr. Cox, ] er his amcor dingls able ; 
eof what the State might have done before the constitutional amendment was | Speech, asks the question, suggested by way of illustration, that if 
adopted. the State of Pennsylvania should choose to impose a property quali 


And let me say here, all these constitutional qualifications or limit- | fication it might disfranchise all of Pennsylvania, and there would 
ations which exist in these ten States I have named, I believe with- | be no voter in Pennsylvania whatever. Well, Mr. Speaker, if that 
out exception, unless in the case of one or two of them, were passed | should become a fact, Pennsylvania would be to blame and not the 
before the adoption of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu- | Constitution or the General Government. Let Pennsylvania remove 
tion: her property disqualifications and put herself upon the same basis 

The prohibitions of the fourteenth amendment are directed to the States, and | that twenty-eight other States stand upon, and then that objection 
they are toa degree restrictions of State power. It is these which Congress is | will be obviated as to Pennsylvania. 


empowered to enforce, and to enforce against State action, however put forth, > aia Te , : ant Pn reac ara lef ‘artainl 

whether that action be executive, legislative, or judicial. Such enforcement is no Only four weeks of this ecesion of Congre a oo . tt. Certainly 

invasion of State sovereignty. No law can be which the people of the States have, within that time the qualifications or disqualifications existing in ten 

by the Constitution of the United States, empowered Congress to enact. This | States of this Union, or the fraud, violence, and intimidation alleged 

Tian enna gpmera ofthe General Government is ovetlonked when tt is caid. as | to exist in other States, cannot be properly investigated and consi 

It is said the selection of jurors for her courts and the administration of her laws ered, nor can we have all the facts In such proper shape before the . 

belong to each State ; that they are her rights. Thisis truein the general; butin | House as to permit an apportionment bill based upon voters as wel! 

exercising her rights a State cannot disregard the limitations which the Federal | as upon numbers. One other reason why I am opposed to any ot 

Vonstitution has applied to her power. Her rights do not reach to that extent. | these bills, or rather to the majority bill reported by the committee 

Nor can she deny to the General Government the right to exercise all its granted | ; own ae : <2. s : ba aoe all] a? 

powers, though they may interfere with the full enjoyment of rights she would | iS because it does not provide that the district system shall be main 

have if those powers had not been thus granted. Indeed, every addition of power | tained. And let me pause here and ask the gentleman whether in 

~aaeeen 2 toe Bees Le 7 ae diminution of the govern- | the amendment which he has indicated his intention to offer (to 

uental powers of the States. It is carved out of them. ak , - Penresentative > an »ven) } 
We have said the prohibitions of the fourteenth amendment are addressed to the make the numbe r of Re ter ntative . thre - hundred and seven) hi 

States. They are ‘no State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the | intends to incorporate in that the district system ! 


privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; * * * nordenyto any Mr. COX. I will answer the gentleman. My amendment is tothe 

person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.’ : ’ | original bill which I introduced, for three hundred and one members. 
And now the court, in passing upon the exact phraseology used in | That has now those two sections. I propose to retain those two sec- 

section 2 of the fourteenth amendment, say: tions, and so to amend the original bill as to leave them in, only 
A State acts by its legislative, its executive, or its judicial authorities. It can | amending the first section, as you will perceive. 

act in no other way. The constitutional provision, therefore, must mean that no Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am glad that the gentleman so 

agency of the State, or of the officers or agents by whom its powers are exerted, . > 


ava wwanan ee ae Slee ae +r? » amatets hat y oni 
Whos to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. ee be — oe — he eee cordially en 1862. os I ri 8 ca 
., Joever by virtue of public position under a State government deprives another | tlon for the establishment of a district system. In f=, aS the gen- 
the enna 2 life, or liberty, without due process of law, or denies or takes away | tleman who preceded me said, this question of the district system 
ite Ltt Protection of the laws, violates the constitutional inhibition, and as he | was discussed with much deliberation and in ertenso in both branches 


acts in the name and for the Sts : : : ' aa Te 
; Sname 4 e State, and is clothed with the State's power, his act AY aes eatin Thi vms Ste ‘ thic ¢ ‘ome before 
I — of the State. This must be so or the constitutional prohibition has no . Congress. This dogma of State rights which has come befor 
aus Then the State has clothed one of its agents with power to annul or to | Congress every once In a while for now nearly one hundred years 
evade 7 5 . ¢ * ° ° s . 
on was brought up in that discussion, and it was settled by the weight 
} 


4 


of discussion, under section 4, article 1 of the Constitution, wh! 
Says: 


Pa. aan conctitational amendment was ordained for a purpose. It was to se- 
such rights “ to all persons; and to insure toall persons the enjoyments of 
legislation, ¥ er was a to Congress to enforce its provisions by appropriate 

“on. Such legislation must act upon persons, not upon the abstract thing 


denomi : . J ime wa ‘ 7 ing el i for Senators and Represent- 
minated a State, but upon the persons who are the agents of the State in the The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Rep 


denial of the right . atives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof ; but the Con 
s rights whi : Me : e3 8 © prescribed in each State by the Legislature ther I 

ch were intended to be secured. ; ‘ ., | gress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the 
ree struggle for political power in this country, it | places of choosing Senators. 
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In 1876, in the fie 
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It was settled, I say, by the weight of deliberation, or rather by 
the weight of argument, and incorporated in section 2 of the act of 
1842, that Congress had the power of prescribing to the States the 
manner in which Representatives should be chosen in the different 
States of the Union. Prior to that time the States regulated that 
matter for themselves. Some of them elected by districts; some of 
them, I think, although I am not certain of that now, elected by 
Legislatures; certainly some of them elected by a general ticket. 
Why the wisdom of adopting the district system? The report ot the 
majority of this committee leaves this whole question a blank, You 
elect your Representatives by a general ticket, and then you have a 
State representation instead of a district representation. More than 
that, you leave it to the States to say of what territory each district 
shall be composed. And they may make one district for political 
purposes consist of 200,000 people, if you please; or, if the ratio is not 
so high as that, they may make it consist of what the ratio may be, 
while they make another district consist of 50,000 people, and an- 
other of 100,000, and thus work inequalities and injustices in the 
election of Representatives throughout the country. Blind 

More than that, if you say you will not have this district system 
and that the district shall not be composed of contiguous territory, 
you put it in the power of the respective State Legislatures to say 
that they will take one county in one end of a State and attach it to 
another county at another end of a State, and thus overwhelm or 
drown out the political sentiment of a locality. By way of illustra- 
tion, they may take a ward which gives 10,000 democratic majority 
in the city of New York and attach it to the district of my colleague 
n Syracuse, which gives about three thousand or four thousand re- 
publican majority, and drown out the republican majority in the dis- 
trict and thwart the wishes of the majority of the people in that 
locality. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have as much faith in the wisdom of State Leg- 
islatures and in the wisdom of the people of localities as any gentle- 
man. But in reading our political history, let me say that when men 
are engaged in a fierce strife for political power they do those things 
which are unjust and which they would not do in their calmer mo- 
nents. 

Let me read to you briefly what so great a man, so patriotic a man, 
ndeed one of the greatest men, if not the greatest man this country 
ever produced—Alexander Hamilton—proposed to do at a time when 
t was necessary, in his jadgment, to thwart the majority of the Ameri- 

an people in the election of Mr. Jefferson as President. Hammond 
n his history on political parties in the State of New York says, speak- 
ng of the election of Mr. Jefferson : 

Immediately after the result of the State election was known, and on the 7th 
day of May, General Hamilton, with the approbation, as is said, of a caucus of his 
political friends in New York, addressed a letter to Governor Jay, requesting and 
irging him forthwith to call the then existing Legislature together, with a view 
that before the legislative year expired (and it will be remembered that under the 
eld constitution it expired on the lst of July) they should pass an act dividing the 
States into districts for the choice of presidential electors by the people. It was 
supposed, and the event proved the supposition well founded, that Mr. Jefferson 
could not get, including the twelve New York votes, more than seventy-three votes, 
and seventy votes were necessary to a choice. If, therefore, four Federal votes 
could be obtained in this State (and that there could, if the State was divided into 
districts, did not admit of any doubt) the election of Jefferson would be defeated. 
Mr. Hamilton, in his letter, uses this extraordinary language, * You, sir, know ina 
great degree the anti-Federal party; but I fear you do not know them as well as I 
do. Itis a composition, indeed, of very incongruous materials, but all tending to 
mischief—some of them to the overthrow of the Government by stripping it of its 


due energies Jeffersonians,}] ‘‘others of them’’ {Burr] ‘a revolution after the 
manner ot Bonaparte. Ispeak trom indubitable facts, not from conjectureand infer- 
ence Hlow General Hamilton could feel authorized to make these bold, and as 


all will now admit, unwarrantable assertions, to such a man as Governor Jay, it 
8 diflicult to conceive. He concluded by urging the Governor to make the call as 
the only remaining means of saving the nation. 

If so great and patriotic a man as Alexander Hamilton, to thwart 
the wishes of the people and gain political power, could urge a meas- 
ure of this kind, say not to me that in the struggles through which 
we have passed, in the struggles which probably await us, Legislatures 
will not gerrymander their States for the purpose of securing political 
power—and I am not saying whether that will be done by repub- 
licans or democrats or any political party which may come after them. 
Iam simply saying that in the light of the political history of this 
country, in the light of the history of the respective States, it is wise 
and constitutional for this Congress to say that we shall elect the 
Representatives to this body by districts composed of contiguous ter- 
ritory and as equal as may be in population ; while on the other hand 
if we throw open the doors to all these possible evils which may re- 
sult from any other system it will not be good statesmanship nor 
wise legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the House for listening to me much longer 
than I had intended to trespass uponits time. I am nearly through. 

Let me say that large deliberative assemblies, large legislative 
bodies, have not tended to the dispatch of business in any country 
in the world, have not tended to political wisdom. Nothing of that 
kind marks this Hungarian legislature of which I have spoken. 
Nothing of the kind marks, to the degree which it ought, the delib- 
erations of the great Parliament of Great Britain. The French Corps 
Legislatif has become so turbulent as almost to cease, as I said before, 
to be a deliberative legislative body. 

Our American Congress as it stands to-day, even with the disqual- 
ifications existing in the several States and with the fraud and in- 
timidation which it is charged exists in some of the States of this 
Union, is the most truly representative legislative body, in my judg- 
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ment, in the world. Let us have all the facts of disqualifications ; 
all the States ; let us have, as far as we can ascertain it, a ae ~ 
of the intimidation and fraud which are alleged to be oma 
any portion of this country properly placed before this bode. 
then in the passage of an apportionment bill we can malve “ oo and 
so just, so strong, that we can make this Chamber of Re sn 
this American Congress, what it ought to be, and what 
destined to be, the freest and grandest parliamentary 
world. [Great applause. } : 

Mr. RAY. If I understood correctly, the gentleman froy N 
York [Mr. CROWLEY] included the State of New Hampshire 4 oa 
those which imposed property qualifications. That is a iare 
New Hampshire has had no property qualification touching the sieia 
of suffrage since 1852. vw 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, being a member of 
the committee to which this matter was referred, and being probat le 
more responsible than any member of that committee for the hj ) 
presented by the majority, I feel that I ought to state to the es 
the reasons in support of it which induced its adoption. I have, 
set speech to make, none written and none printed. I only Wish is 
present to the House,in support of the majority report of the com. 
mittee, sich cpinions as may occur to me during the course of th 
remarks which I may make, r 
I have listened to the gentleman on the other side of the Hoy 


ASO 


who has just closed his speech, [Mr. CROWLEY, ] and to the objections 
which he has urged against our bill. It seems to me that all the 
positions which he has taken are unsound and cannot be maintained. 
The first objection, I believe, which he urges to the majority report 
made by the Select Committee on the Census, in favor of a House of 
three hundred and eleven, is that it proposes an increase of the mem. 
bers of this House beyond its present number. 

Now I know that each gentleman entertains his own views on the 
subject of the number of members which should constitute this House. 
I believe that in the decision of that question we should be guided 
not exclusively by our own personal interests or the interests of our 
State or of the section of the country in which we live. I do hope 
that the question of sectional interests will play no part in the de- 
cision of this question—one of the most important, I think, ever sub- 
mitted to us for our judgment. 

I know it has been said that this is a question of mathematical cal- 
culation. But it involves likewise a redistribution of the political 
power of this country, a redistribution back to the States of the power 
given to them by the Constitution affecting their right to participate in 
the government of thiscountry. I believe that we have more to fear 
from a reduction of this House than from its extension, and if I had 
to vote for either the one or the other I should prefer that the increase 
of this House should go to five hundred members than that it should 
be reduced a single one. 

I believe, and I hope that the House will concur with me in those 
views, that at each decade, as we go forward increasing in popula- 
tion, the House of Representatives ought to respond in some measure 
by its increase in numbers to that increase in numbers in the several 
States. We have since the last census increased in population in 
this country overeleven millions. Are we not to increase the members 
of this House to correspond tothat? Will we make a Procrusiean 
bed upon which we are to lay this House, to “ cabin, crib, and « 
fine” it—to say, ‘‘ beyond this you shall not go?” Are we to lay 
down any particular number, and say that inside of that number it 
can progress, but beyond that limit it shall never pass? Can this 
House respond to the demands made by the country upon it if it is to 
be made an exclusive body of that kind? Should it not be an epit- 
ome of the people? Isit not to respond at every election to the 
changes in public sentiment upon every question brought before the 
people ? 

Take the next House. Gentlemen claim, some of them, that we 
are to have a minorityrepresentation in that House. A bill has been 
presented to the House for that purpose. I believe that whole idea 
is perfectly Utopian, one not required, one for which there is no ne- 
cessity at this time. I do not believe this House will adopt any such 
plan. Ido not know that the plan will be forced upon the House 
for its consideration. I do not know that the gentleman who pre- 
sented it will ever press it further upon the consideration of the 
House. I do not believe the House is prepared to accept it, or that 
there is a necessity now which demands it. 7 

Is not this House now, and will not the next House be, a fair rep- 
resentation of public sentiment? If you will take the politica! com 
plexion of the next House you will find that according to the best 
calculations made it will have a republican majority of one over a 
other political parties, counting the House upon a strict party vole. 
On the popular vote Garfield did not receive quite a majority, pad 
local influences and personal popularity will easily account for the 
majority of one in the House. The political divisions into States, 
counties, and districts for local purposes insures the minority fair rep 
resentation. The history of the country shows this conclusively: 
Now, why should we abandon the district system which has been in 
operation for the last forty years? Why should we change a io 
tem and adopt the plan of minority representation, which has eee 
suggested by some, when the relative strength of all political parties h 
fairly represented in the complexion of the House year after year W ut 
unvarying certainty ? 

But, Mr. Eeoabar, the gentleman who last addressed us seemed 
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wsy for fear something might be done to break down the district | 
ineasy 7 


He wanted to know why the majority of this select commit- 


system 
1 

-pe struch aa - re 
“ill tell him. It was to escape the argument and discussion which 
 eollow if the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] under- 


sakes t 


nority representation. We saw no reason—and this is the ex- 
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tn ccion Which that bill would involve should be injected here in 
rege re 3 of this C ass. We did lerstand i be 
-he closing hours of this Congress. e did not understand it to be 
saan that that question should be now determined. We did not 
aa stand that question to be germane to the apportionment bill, 
4 ‘cq mere distribution of the members among the States accord- 
»» to the rule prescribed by the Constitution. 

g ti } °. * 
“Nor do we find any necessity that the law on that subject should 
Wwe e - e 

now re-enacted. Do not gentlemen well know that there is an 
‘sanendent act on this subject, passed July 14, 1862, which now 

~ds on the statute-book unrepealed? Why should we pile statute 
ee  ctatute to secure the same thing? This provision having been 
a or in 1842, repassed .m 1552, and, though unrepealed, repassed 
oain in 1862 by an independent statute, why should we re-enact 
ah provision in this apportionment bill? Is that necessary to 
‘ake the bill more effective? I will send to the Clerk’s desk and 
‘ read the statute of 1862 to which I have referred. 
. Clerk read as follows : 
‘» act inrelation to the election of Representatives to Congress by single districts. 
" poitonaeted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
s noriea in Congress assembled, That in each State entitled in the next and any suc- 
ding Congress to more than one Representative, the number to which such State 
«or may be hereafter entitled shall be elected by districts composed of contiguous 
sea tore. equalin number to the number of Representatives to which said State may 
‘e entitled in the Congress for which said election is held, no one district electing 
ore than one Representative: Provided, That the provisions of this act shail not 
only to the State of California, so far as it may affect the election of Representa- 
ces to the Thirty-eighth Congress: And provided further, That in the election of 
onresentatives to the Thirty-eighth Congress from the State of Illinois, the addi- 
onal Representative allowed to said State by an act entitled ‘‘ An act fixing the 
snmber of the House of Representatives from and after the 3d day of March, 
approved March 4, 1862, may be elected by the State at large, and the other 
1 Representatives, to which the State is entitled by the districts as now pre- 
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ed by law in said State, unless the Legislature of said State should otherwise | 


vovide before the time fixed by law for the election of Representatives therein. 
ved, July 14, 1862. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Now, Mr. Speaker, with that act 
standing upon the statute-book unrepealed, also of 1542 and 1852, I 
see no necessity for pressing the matter further upon the House. 

Mr. SHERWIN. Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHERWIN. When was that statute enacted ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. July 14, 1862. 

Mr. SHERWIN. Is it embraced in the Revised Statutes ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. No, sir. 

Mr. SHERWIN. How, then, can it be in force now? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Because the Revised Statutes do 

t repeal any independent laws which they do not touch. If the 
entleman will turn to the enacting clause of the Revised Statues he 

\tind that by the terms of that revision this law is left in force. 

Mr. SHERWIN. In the act of 1872 fixing the apportionment the 

rovision that the districts shall be composed of contiguous territory 

confined to that apportionment alone. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. This is the act of 1862, not the act 

t1s72. It is an independent law and not embraced in or repealed 

v the Revised Statutes. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I do not see why we should go into this matter 
‘tall, Itisa dangerous subject, to say the least of it, when we see 







what progress has been made in this direction by the legislation of 
Congress during the last forty years. The year 1842 was the first 
time that Congress ever undertook to interfere with the regulations 
ithe States on this subject. Then it was that the moiety system 
was rst adopted, giving to each State on even divisions so many 
hepresentatives, and to each State having a fraction greater than 
ne-half an additional member. At that time another change was 
tr xluced. Theretofore, whenever it was necessary to apportion rep- 
‘sentation, the ratio was first found, the populations of the States 
vided by that ratio, and whatever number of members they might 
o0tain by that division was given tothem. Then for the first time 
mit was fixed upon the membership of this House, the number 
ing fixed at two hundred and forty-one, and the ratio being adopted 
roduce that result. Theretofore a ratio was determined and the 
_unver of members was left to be what it might under the ratio de- 
“ined, A new system was devised, carrying with it the moiety 
*, tin, or some system allowing fractional representation. Then for 
Re urst time what is now known as the district system was adopted. 
a aa We progressed in our legislation on this subject! We have 
ee _ until Congress has assumed almost entire control of the elec- 
‘0 Of members in the States. In 1870, 1871, and 1872, when the re- 
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“i party was in power in beth branches of Congress, they 
acl upon this whole subject ; they forced upon the States the ballot 
em, which m 
Tai 


s€lze( 


1: any of them do not like, and which produces more 
as = ote day than the viva voce system will in a hundred years, 
eee anion us who have lived under both systems well know. We 
‘» 9 wore of fraud, corruption, ballot-box stuffing, and intimidation 






0 a single 





from the bill presented by its chairman those two clauses. | 


+o attach to this bill the measure which he has presented to us 


wy) of our action—we saw no reason why the long and tedious 


contested-election case in this House than the whole State | 


of Kentucky furnishes in all our elections for State officers during 
twenty-five years. 7 

Is it wise for this House to interfere? What is the object? Con- 
| gress has thus interfered to direct the States as to the time when 
| they shall elect their Representatives, fixing a aniform day, thereby 
throwing the power and control of the Federal Government, with its 
| innumerable supervisors and deputy marshals, into the State eleetions 
which occur on the same day. Then came the legislation providing 
for supervisors and deputy marshals, of whom we have heard so much. 
Complete machinery has been provided by the central Government 
here to dominate the States in their elections. I am opposed to this 
interference on the part of the Government with the States, even’ for 
the purpose of dictating to them that they shall elect by districts. 
It is inconsistent with the theory upon which our Government is 
based. If you will go back and look at the history of that provision 
in the Constitution under which this action is had, you will find that 
nine out of the thirteen original States which adopted that Consti- 
tution adopted it with the distinct understanding that Congress never 
would exercise that latent power except for the purpose of self-pres- 
ervation, as in cases where a State refuses to elect Representatives, or 
from some other cause could not. 

Under what section of the Constitution, Mr. Speaker, does Congress 
claim power to pass these clauses regulating the elections of Repre- 
sentatives by the States? There is but one; in these words: 

The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representa 
tives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress 
may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators. 


And no provision of that instrument aroused so much opposition 
to its adoption by the States as this. Nearly all the conventions 
placed upon record their solemn protest against its use being ever 
resorted to, except as a matter of self-preservation. Opposition was 
not confined tosections. In fact, State rights had its birth and earliest 
propagandist and defender among the New England States and around 
Plymouth Rock. Massachusetts, in her convention, said: 

The convention do, therefore, recommend that the following alterations and pro- 
visions be introduced into the said Constitution: 

“Sec. 3, Thai Congress do not exercise the powers vested in them by the fourth 
section of the first article, but in cases when a State shall neglect or refuse to 
make the regulations therein mentioned, or shall make regulations subversive of 
the rights of the people to a free and equal representation in Congress, agreeably 
to the Constitution.” 

Thus it will be seen the old State of Massachusetts, always zealous 
of her rights as a State, left a record to future Congresses, in the fol- 
lowing language: 

And the convention do, in the name and in behalf of the people of this Common- 
wealth, enjoin it upon their Representatives in Congress, at all times, until the 
atterations and provisions aforesaid shall have been considered, agreeably to the 
fifth article of the said Constitution, to exert all their influence, and useall reason- 
able and legal methods, to attain a ratification of the said alterations and provisions, 
in such manner as is provided in the said article. 

I will take South Carolina next—and part of the record of hescon- 
vention, which adopted the Constitution for her people : 

And whereas it is essential to the preservation of the rights reserved’ to the sev 
eral States, and the freedom of the people, under the operations of a general gov- 
ernment, that the right of prescribing the manner, time, and places of holding the 
elections to the Federal Legislature, should be forever inseparably annexed to the 
sovereignty of the several States, this convention doth declare that the same eught 
to remain, to all posterity, a perpetual and fundamental right in the local execlus 
ive of the interference of the General Government, except in cases where the Leg 
islatures of the States shall refuse or neglect to perform and fulfill the same, accord- 
ing to the tenor of the said Constitution. 





It is grandly sublime to study the history of those times and men 
after a new nation had been born, to note the unanimity of sentiment 
of their jealous vigilance for the rights of the States and the people. 
The instruction of the convention to its Representatives in Congress 
is of no doubtful meaning, namely : 


Resolved, That it is a standing instruction to all such delegates as may hereafter 
be elected to represent this State in the General Government to exert their utmost 
abilities and influence to effect an alteration of the Constitution conformably to the 
aforegoing resolutions. 


The State of New Hampshire follows next, whose conventions took 
under consideration this particular section of the Constitution, and 
upon her record are found the following emphatic entries : 


The convention do therefore recommend that the following alterations and pro 
visions be introduced into the said Constitution: 3. That Congress do not exercise 
the powers vested in them by the fourth section of the first article but in case when 
a State shall neglect or refuse to make the regulations therein mentioned, or shall 
; make regulations subversive of the rights of the people to a free and equal repre 
sentation in Congress; nor shall Congress in any case make regulations contrary 
to a free and equal representation. 

And the convention do, in the name and in behalf of the people of this State, en- 
join it upon their Representatives in Congress at all times until the alterations and 
provisions aforesaid Lave been considered agreeably to the fifth article of the said 
Constitution, to exert all their influence and use all reasonable and legal methods 
to obtain a ratification of the said alterations and provisions in such manner as is 
provided in the said article. 


The wise statesmanship of Virginia, whose vigilance and prudence 
had a controlling influence from the Declaration of Independence in 
1776 to the adoption of the Constitution in 1787 has left upon its rec- 
ord a declaration on this amendment strong, emphatic, and to the 
point, in the following words, namely : 

XVI. The Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere in the times, places, or 
| manner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives, or either of them, 
except when the Legislature of any State shall neglect, refuse, or be disabled by 
invasion or rebellion to prescribe the same. 
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They placed upon the same record a perpetual instruction to their 
future Representatives in Congress of the United States, namely : 

And the convention do, in the name and behalf of the people of this Common- 
wealth, enjoin it upon their Representatives in Congress to exert all the ir influ- 
ence, and use all reasonable and Jegal methods, to obtain a ratification of the fore- 





going alterations and previsions, in the manner provided by the fifth article of the 
said Constitution : and in all congressional laws to be passed in the mean time, to 
conform to the spirit of these amendments, as far as the said Constitution will 
mimit. 


’ 


‘The next in order is now one of the n powerful and influential 
States in the Union; and I ask to be pardoned for quoting from a 
distinguished Senator from the State of Louisiana, Mr. White, who I 
believe was a native of New York, when he said he “ referred with 
pride and pleasure to the proceedings of her convention upon this 
important point :” 

New York was not then a large State in the comparison; and t the cautious 
jealousy of her statesmen against this wanton exercise of Federal power over her 
Jocal elections was not the less, because she had at that day the less to fear and to 
lose from the assumption. Her record is more fall as to this grant of power than 
that of any other State, as her convention seem to design to set up every guard 
against an abuse of its exercise. They therefore, in express terms, first put their 
g q U ) 
construction upon the clause of the Constitution as they found it, in the following 
language, to wit: “That nothing contained in the said Constitution is to be con- 
strued to prevent the Legislature of any State from passing laws at its disc retion, 
from time to time, to divide such State into convenient districts, and to apportion 


t 
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its Representatives to and among such dist! 
After this emphatic declaration of the rights of the States, the con- 
vention of New York proceeded to make their ratification of the Con- 


cts 
icts. 


stitution in this language : 

Under these impressions, and declaring that the rights aforesaid are consistent 
with the said Constitution, and in confidence that the amendments which shall 
have been proposed to said Constitution will receive an early and mature consid- 
eration, we, the said delegates, in the name and in the behalf of the people of the 
State of New York, do, by these presents, assent to and ratify the said Constitu- 
tio In full confidence, nevertheless, that, until a convention shall be called and 
convened for proposing amendments to the said Constitution * * * thatthe 
Congress will not make or alter any regulation in this State respecting the times, 
places, and manner of holding elections for Senators or Representatives, unless the 
Legislature of this State shall neglect or refuse to make laws or regulations for 
the purpose, or from any circumstance be incapable of making the same ; and that 
in those cases such power willonly be exercised until the Legislature of this State 
shall make provisions in the premises 

The convention of New York went even further than this. They 
looked forward with prophetic vision at the encroachments of the 
Federal power, and to warn them of the danger of centralization 
they proceeded to instruct their future Representatives against that 
encroachment, to wit: 

And the convention do, in the name and behalf of the people of the State of New 
York, enjoin it upon their Representatives in the Congress to exert all their in- 
tluenceand use all reasonable means to obtain a ratification of the following amend- 
ments to the said Constitution in the manner prescribed therein, and in all laws to 
be passed by Congress, in the mean time, to conform to the spirit of the said amend- 
ments, as far as the Constitution will admit. 

The amendment proposed by the convention follows, and is in this 
language, namely: 

ey hat the Congress shall not make or alter any regulation in any State, respect- 
ing the times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators or Represent- 
atives, unless the Legislature of such State shall neglect or refuse to make laws 
or regulations for the purpose, or from any circumstance be incapable of making 
the same ; and then only until the Legislature of such State shall make provisions 
in the premises: Provided, That Congress may prescribe the time for the election 
of Representatives 

On that account, Mr. Speaker, because there is no necessity that 
this law shall be re-enacted by this Congress because it endangers 
this apportionment bill and may prolong indefinitely this debate, be- 
cause, to say the least of it, it is of doubtful constitutionality, because 
it is almost in the nature of things where any State dares to violate 
it, which she may do, we can do no more than exclude her Represent- 
atives from the halls of the House, I hope it will not be insisted 
upon. I ask these gentlemen who now contend so stubbornly for it, 
suppose a State, according to the rule as you understand it, does not 
make her territory contiguous; or suppose every district of that State 
is based on contiguous territory save one, are you going to exclude 
all the members of such a State because she has not complied in one 
instance with what you understand to be the requirement of this 
law? This power was given to you to bring members into Congress, 
not to drive them out. Will you turn around and use it for that 
purpose? Will you say to New York, with thirty-three members here 
upon this floor, if your Legislature does not square itself according 
to the rule which we prescribe we will exclude your thirty-three 
members, although you have five million people, and they will go 
unrepresented upon this floor? How do you propose to do it? Is it 
not a brutum fulmen which you issue against the State, directing them 
to do this thing without the power on your part except by the exclu- 
sion of its representation to compel it to do 1t? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have but little more, if anything, to say on that 
subject. I do not wish to invoke sectional issues here, nor do I wish 
to get up a partisan strife on this subject; but I do say, as the law 
stands on the statute-book it gives to gentlemen on the other side all 
they ask, and it is unnecessary to ask us on this side to re-enact it, 
or meddle with elections in the States against the protest of our fore- 
fathers, made, as it has been, so often and so emphatically. 

The other objection alleged by the gentleman from New York 
against the bill of the majority was, if I recollect aright, the increase 
of the number ef the House. That is a question, of course, which 
each member must consider for himself, and we have all equal lights 
before us and can form each our own opinion as to whether the coun- 
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try can be better served by a smaller or larger House I liet 
what he had to say on that subject, and when he cited his 6... ® 
State with a small Legislature, as he said, probably one py ateat 
back for sixty years and not increased through that iain 4 Cates 
a fairsample of what a State can be and what it can do x oy ae 
Legislature, I thought it was a little unfortunate, becemes « a anal 
part of the world at least New York is not considered t} . " 


State from fraud, nor her Legislature the most incorryyt;))p 
Union. We have never heard any charge against New a 
which I believe has a Legislature like a great big town-meori, 
that which is made against the Legislature of New Yor! ef i 
big railroad bills and measures for railroad interests lobbied then? 
it, and that men were elected to it who were controlled and he.” 
hand and sent there, as it is understood, to be in a laree mea 
attorneys and promoters of railroad corporations and bank : 


ests. Ido not know it would be better for his State to haye «.” 
creased representation in her Legislature, but I am satis¢, di : 
do her no harm. 

As far as we of the committee are concerned, and at least 
I personally am concerned in reference to the number of Repres, 
tives, I do not ask nor demand the House to be increased rw 
traordinary number. It certainly seems to me when we ine; sae 


number eighteen, as the majority bill in this House propose 
an increased population of 11,600,000, it is asking no big 
because it fixes the representation at over five hundred and s+ 
thousand population for each of the new members who can enter: 
House on account of the increase. Is that increase an @xpans ay 
far? Dowe not derive some practical benetit from it? Haye we: 
the history of the world before us, which shows a large repres; 
tive body is a safer and greater protector to the liberties of { 
ple than a smaller one? The gentleman would like to rednyee this 
House within the narrow limits of the Senate. Are we to have y 
popular branch of this Government; and are the people to hay: 
voice in it? Are we to hold it up as a model republic, and at t} 
same time stifle the direct voice of the people? Where else is the 
power directly felt in our system of government save inthis Hons: 
alone ? 

You may take your President, your Supreme Court, and you 
take the Senate, and the power of the people is not felt directly th 
They are elected in the first place for a long period of time. 1! 
Senator is elected for six years, the President forfour. The peop! 
not elect either. They do not rest upon them. The President is elt 
through the intricate machinery of the electoral college or direct 
the vote of the States, where the electors have failed to choose. His 
election rests upon the States, and only indirectly upon the yx 
Four years of time must pass before he can respond again to a 
in sentiment. 

Take the Senate. They are not the people’s representatives. 1 
are the representatives of the States, elected by their State Legis 
tures, and for a period of six years. They do not respond to the chang 
in public sentiment, as we well know. Public sentiment may cha 
time and again upon great measures of national importance during 
the course of his senatorial career, and there is no power in t 
ple to change the man upon the floor of the Senate to correspond t 
this change in public sentiment. 

Take, again, the Supreme Court, the co-ordinate branch of the G 
ernment. How is it selected? They are appointed by the Exec 
and contirmed by the Senate—all removed far away from the peop 
They have no part with the people, nor have they any interest wit! 
them in the question of representation. The people have nothingt 
do with it, have no power over them. They are placed in that pos 
tion by the powers not directly responsible or representing the peo- 
ple, and remain there until they are retired or removed by impea 
ment or resignation or death. They are absolutely independent 0 
any change of public sentiment or of requirements of the peop! 
They are masters of the situation. As far as it has been possible 
have retained the system of democratic government, but it wil 
found that it exists only in the House of Representatives. All th 
other branches, as I have shown, are upon an entirely difierent basis 
and are we now to strike down the only popular branch of represen! 
ation? Are we, as some gentleman suggests, to narrow lt dow! 
the narrow limit of two hundred and fifty, or even less, as some Te 
ommend? Do not we stand up as the only power that 1s a0 
withstand the increasing power and prerogatives of the ex 
and judicial branches of the Government? Are we not tie 08 
branch able to stand against the tremendous money power, tec’ 
bined national wealth and aggregated capital of this country, ' 
comes here and orders that this or that measure shall pass, 58” 
nating to their own interests the rights and interests of tie =" 
masses of the people? Do you not know that the House stance 
day after day as the only power and the only protection tat 
people have against the encroachments of giant corporations a) oe 
inordinate greed of the moneyed interests? Willany gentieman 'v" 
this floor question it? Why is itso? Because every two yeats« 
Representative upon this floor may be changed by the vote 0! 
people. Every two years the whole personnel of this House ¢ 
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hanges, 


il] not forfeit 
and the country has the right to send back men who will not I ; . , 
their trust. When the great controversy that must sooner © aa 


ay, has already, come between the capitalists and the a 
have a right to see to it that their rights shall be guarded and mat 
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a 
ed by men who, directly responsible to them, live among them in | and act with exactness ? Are we to proceed to do that? I refer toa 
al] districts, giving opportunity for ascrutiny into their public and | report of the committee made on the ninth census, in 1869-70, by the 
OF life. President-elect, Mr. Gartield, then a Representative from Ohio, pre- 
ig yotom that public policy demands that there shall be a large sented the matter to the House. Nothing was done except to pass 

z section 6 of the act of 1872. What are the provisions in the constitu- 


per of Representatives unapproachable and incorruptible who | s¢ hi 
mot be moved by corporate greed to impose unfair and unjust bur- | tions and the statutes of the different States? I only call attention 
' to them for a moment to show the utter impossibility of ever under- 


1 ne ynon the people. 
SE Te ak Mr. Speaker, time and again in the history of the | taking by investigation, by the census or in any other way, to ascer- 
oat | instances wherein men have undertaken to overthrow the will | tain the exact number of people who under this provision are ex- 
¢ the ve ople, and every time they have undertaken to do it it has cluded from the right to vote who have that right according to the 
wo» through the means of small legislative bodies. Look at the | fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States. | 
: will take the State of Pennsylvania, to which the gentleman referred. 
What is the provision of the law of Pennsylvania? It is that those 

over twenty-two years of age who have paid the poll-tax assessed on 


ey of the French Empire. It was the House of Ancients that 
was subject to the will of Bonaparte, and not the House of Deputies. 

them ten days before the election shall be entitled to vote. I quote 
from memory. 


rhe House of Deputies with its five hundred members stood out 
-oinet his Will until his armed grenadiers with their bayonets en- 
-pred the chamber and thrust them out bodily through the windows 
doors. They were willing to withstand his great power and his Now, I ask you if all the congressional committees that were ever ap- 
i nds; but it was the Ancients that yielded, and Bonaparte recol- | pointed could go into the State of Pennsylvania and ascertain, from 
ted that when he established his consular government by cutting | one end of it to the other, how many individuals come within the 
wn the number of the chamber until he made them subordinate | reach of that clause? Do they not change as often as an election 
+ his will and deprived them of the essential power that they had | comes round? Are they not so many this year and so many next 
nossessed. He made them small and hewed them down to his own | year? If a man who did not pay last year pays his tax this year, he 
surposes. The history of England shows that a large Parliament | is notexcluded. Next yearhe may be. It isas changeable as the sand 
‘thstood he power, nay, demanded and obtained the execution | on the sea-shore. 
¢ Charles I, but the Rump Parliament, of one hundred members, How are you to ascertain these matters? Andisa gentleman war 
-ielded to Cromwell, who demanded it of them. Are we now, Mr. | ranted in asserting that he is not to vote for an apportionment bill 
Speaker, the House being the only representative body, directly | until this thing becomes an absolute, fixed fact and certainty? Are 
~esponsible to the people, to yield to an attempt which is to be made | we to stand here and deny to the great and growing West and South; 
+o cut down its number and power, or shall we respond to the ex- | are we going to deny to Texas and Kansas their increased represent 
ation in this House until a congressional committee goes out over 
Pennsylvania and finds how many people over twenty-two years of 
age have failed to pay their tax assessed ten days before election ? 
And suppose we find out the number this year, will it not change the 


nectations of the people by increasing the number of their Repre- 

sentatives by adding the small number contemplated by the bill? 
next; and we will require to have a different basis for the election 
of all the Congressmen in this House, and yet will know as little 
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Coming as the gentleman from New York does from a State where 
vy feel the combined effect of vast capital and corporate greed, 
vhere financial power seeks to and does dominate the will of the peo- 
ile, his position is not surprising. Perhaps he would like to bring us 
within that power, which sooner or later will demand control of this 
Government. The question then presented will be, How are we to 
meet thisdemand? ‘There is but one practical way : increase the rep- 
resentation, give the growing South and West their increased power, 
en let united interests combine them into opposition to the demands 
pitaland corporations, which antagonize equally the agricultur- 
sts of both sections. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, one other objection has been urged by the gen- 
eman from New York against this measure. He says he will not 

te now for any apportionment bill. And why not? He will not 

ite for this apportionment bill at the present session, because he says 

he apportionment is not based upon population, as the gentleman 
in New York [Mr. Cox] asserts. He says it should be based upon 
ige, upon the number of voters, and not upon population. The 
gentleman is not warranted by the fourteenth amendment in making 
that assertion. The fourteenth amendment leaves the apportionment 
based upon population, except in those States which violate the pro- 
visions and clauses of that amendment. 

He read from the decision of the Supreme Court that only where 
the States themselves, by a legislative enactment, interfere with the 
ght of all resident males to vote, and pass unjust laws prohibitory 

hereof—only in that case could Congress interfere. But I understood 
from the Jast remarks the gentleman made that, under the lead of the 


Eighteen new members to help represent them fairly and protect 
? 


their interests upon the floor of this House is certainly not extraor- 

about itaswedonow? Take Massachusetts and her illiteraey clause, 
which, it is said, excludes many of the population from voting, which 
under the fourteenth amendment ought to affect her representation in 
proportion ; are we to appoint a congressional committee to open 
schools in Massachusetts and examine voters as to whether they can 
read? What power have we to examine a voter in this way? May 
he not learn to read in a month, and thus remove the discualitica- 
tion? Yet all this and others ten thousand times more ridiculous 
must be gone over before the tender conscience of some members will 
allow them to apportion representation. 

This matter has undergone an investigation in this House. When 
the republican Congress in 1872 fixed the apportionment bill they 
had this same subject before them. It has already been provided for 
as far as a State can provide for it. If the gentleman will turn to 
the act of 1872, he will find this provision : 






Sec. 6. That should any State, after the passage of this act, deny or abridge the 
rightof any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years and citizens 
of the United States, to vote at any election named in the amendments to the Con 
stitution, article 14, section 2, except for participation in ths rebellion or othe 
crime, the number of Representatives apportioned in this act to such State shall 
be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall have to 
the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in sach State. 

So, Mr. Speaker, congressional action is unnecessary to accomplish 
this purpose. We already have upon the statute-book all that this 
House can do. We have passed an act to cut down the representa 
tion of each State in proportion as it disfranchises citizens contrary 
to the clause of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution. Now, 
it is impracticable and impossible that this can be executed, There 
stands the law. In the face of it stands the impossibility, the utter 
and sheer impossibility and worse than nonsense, of any attempt to 
execute it. When the tourteenth amendment was passed no man 
dreamed of the consequences of it. When it was passed no word 
was ever said in regard to any subject save the right of the colored 
population, then being enfranchised, to vote. It was not expected 
that every State of this Union would be struck by it. It was not 
expected that every State of this Union would have a clause in its 
constitution in conilict with the fourteenth amendment to the Consti- 
tution. 

It was not expected that all this trouble would arise out of it. We 
stand here to-day with that amendment before us, and withsan 
absolute utter impossibility of ever enforcing it by any practical 
legislation or in any practical way. So, in 1572 the whole thing was 
abandoned by a republican Congress simply passing a law. They 
undertook to institute and carry out some things which the gentle- 
man now asks for. I hold in my hand atable prepared by the Census 
Committee at that time, and which was presented to the House for 
its action on that very subject. It was pronounced so inefficient, so 
far from being just and correct, that it was totally abandoned by the 
republicans themselves at that time. 

How many people under the fourteenth amendment were disquali- 
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lumed knight of Maine, he broke away from the decision of his 
own supreme court, which he read for our enlightenment, and that he 
wanted a congressional committee appointed to go into all of the 
Southern States and find out whether by fraud, by bulldozing, or by 
kukluxing, anybody was deprived of the right of suffrage. 

Why all this ery about negroes not voting? Why all this pre- 
tense that they are bulldozed? Why this effort to take from the 
South the increased power which her enfranchized slaves have given 
her? Is this the object of your demand for investigation? Are you 
disappointed in your ealeulations? Did you expect the negroes to 
ever and forever vote the republican ticket against their own inter- 
ests ? Are you stricken with remorse, and do you regret your hasty 
action? The republican party, seeing the negroes vote against it, 
like Manfred in the Jangfran, filled with remorse and regret, seem 
realy to exclaim: 

The spirits I have raised abandon me— 
The spells which I have studied vaitie me— 
The remedy I reck’d of tortured me 


* * * * 


t 


Be i For I have ceased 
To justify my deeds unto myself— 
he last infirmity of evil. 
~ es 
But to recur. Does the gentleman mean to insinuate or say that 


ge os decision of the Supreme Court which he has read we have 
the right to 
5 


kind ¢ reduce representation for any individual matters of that | fied in 1570? In all the States of the Union, adding them all to- 
ne ¢ » * nell ° © : ‘ 4 es . ° 

nits ‘ And are we to wait until we send out a congressional com- | gether, the total was 40,320. Where did these disfranchised people 
a al 


live? Were they in the sixteen States to which the gentleman re- 
fers? Were they located in the South? Are we toinvoke the shades 
of slavery now to prevent an apportionment and a fair representation 
of the people? I ask what were the States in which lived the 40,380 
persons who were prevented from voting at elections by State regu- 


of the ee 7 fourteenth amendment to investigate all the States 
and meas which have in their constitutions or statutes provisions 
to wait “ae with that fourteenth amendment ? Are we 
deco ; i we send out such a comuittee to ascertain the coustitu- 

Ss of the States and make a report on which we can rationally act, 
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Jations contrary to the fourteenth amendment ? Up yn examination 


it will be found that a large portior 1 of them lived in the Northern | 


States. Every St: ite of this Union had something like the same 


number except the State of Missouri, which reported 9,000. I sup- | 


pose that was more from the fact that she made a correct and honest 


1 } 4 . arntine han /| 
report rather than that she excluded more people from voting than 


did any other State. 

The gentleman talks about the State of Rhode Island. How many 
were excluded from voting in the little State of Rhode Island? 
Nearly 3,000: the exact number was 2,825. And the gentleman has 
read*here a long list to show that in the South there were fewer 
votes polled in the last presidential election than were polled in 1576. 
Is that a fair showing of the voters for the two years? Does not the 
rentleman well know that in 1876 the democratic party at that 
time was in power and marching forward as they believed to a result 
which they had long had near at heart, and expected to attain that 
resnit under the lead of the great statesman of New York? Every 

in the Southern States rallied to the polls. I will not say 

it was in the hope of getting an office; but still they went to 

ls and every one of them voted, because they believed that 

would be elected, (as he was.) How was it in 1880? They 

expected to be beaten, and if a few votes fell off it was no more than 

might have been looked for. In 1876 Tilden carried the State of 

Kentucky by about 70,000 majority. In 1830, under the depressing 

influence of the Indiana election, we scarcely squeezed up to 15,000 
majority. That is the way it went. 

Talk about the Southern States falling off. Take the State of 
Rhode Island again; look at its vote in the last election. The two 
gentlemen who now expect to represent the State of Rhode Island 
in the Forty-seventh Congress received both together only 10,315 votes, 
unless the gentleman in the Library, who furnished me information 
from the Congressional Directory, has made some mistake about it. 
How many voters in Rhode Island failed to vote? It is fair to presume 
that there are 50,000 voters in that State from her population, and 
but 10,000 votes were cast, and the balance, 40,000, failed to register 
and to vote, four-tifths remaining away. Yet gentlemen raise their 


hands in holy horror because in the State of Virginia 24,000 less | 


votes were polled in 1880 than in 1876 

Now, it is a well-known fact, if we are to consider this matter from 
a party stand-point, that the leaders of the republican party met and 
made a solemn resolve that they would not make any fight in the 
South, because they did not want to show a large number of votes 
there, but preferred to go to the country and say that they had been 
bulldozed from voting, as the gentleman now cries out. 

That, I think, practically disposes of all the objections which the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. CROWLEY] has raised against the 
bill reported by the majority of the Select Committee on the Census. 

A few words in support of that bill and that will conclude what 
ittle I have to say on the subject. Iam aware that in framing any 
apportionment bill, if we group the States arbitrarily, it is impossi- 
ble toso frame the bill that some unfairness shall not be presented 


by it. I am aware that there can be no apportionment of Represent- 
} 


atives 
tlemen from another State not rise and say that their State has been 
unfairly treated, that its fraction is within a few thousand of the 
fraction of the other State that has been allowed a fractional Repre- 
sentative and they are not so allowed. 

I knew it is utterly impossible to frame any bill and present it to 
this House in which,if I may be allowed to arbitrarily group the 
States together, whether northern or southern, I cannot show an un- 
fair distribution ee: out of fractions. I will take the number 
presented by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SHERWIN] in his ad- 
dress to the House. He says that three hundred and nineteen is a 
perfectly fair number. He groups the States, I believe, into what he 
terms the sixteen Southern States and the twenty two Northern 
States. This is purely arbitrary. 

Now there is no reason why he should so group them; there exists 
no reason in this country for such grouping. The Constitution con- 
tains nothing abont the North or about the South. We do not under 
the Constitution apportion Representatives to the North and to the 
South, to the East and to the West; but we apportion them to the 
States of this Union according to their population. He has no right 
to group these sixteen States in one class, and those twenty-two in 
the other, count them up, and say “ These have received more than 
their share, and the others have not received asmany.” Let me point 
him to a little calculation which he can make to see whether his ap- 
portionmentisfair. I want him totake the States which I will name, 
group them together, divide their population by the ratio, and then 
take the other States and divide their population by the ratio; andI 
will show him that his is the most unfair presentation of the case that 
has been submitted to this House. Take the States of Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, California, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Nebraska, Ohio, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Virginia, and West Virginia, having in the aggregate a population of 
29,653,785. Divide this population by 154,764, and you find that those 
States should have one hundred and ninety-one Re presentatives. But 
under the gentleman’s bill, taking the tables furnished by the Census 
Office, those States get one hundred and ninety-six Re presentatives, 
tive more than they are entitle . to en an even division = their popu- 
lation; and in proportion as they gain unfairly other States must 
Jose. The other States lose tive, making a difference of ten in favor 
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| in the other? 


»'y which some State will not receive an advantage and gen- } 
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of these above named. I have as much right to group the 
my way as he hasto group them inhis. The result depe Lae alt 

upon the manner in which you groupthem. Iwill take ll t} ee eether 
that get fractional re pre sentation, and under any n umber th 
selected I will group them in such a way as to m: uke a diff “ ean | 
from eight to ten in favor of those States gettin gr t} ; a 
against ‘the others that do not 

The gentleman has no right to fix upon an imaginary 

Southern, the othe r Northe rn States, ar + Say th: it ' es 


hundred and eleven is unfair because with that num] 
fractional votes happen to fall on a particular 


States 


By 


* Tract 


ions 


Rice 


If this is a question as to political part ties, ought not th 


| be grouped so that those vot it ig the democratic ticket, 


doing so, shall be in one class and those voting the re public 
Now — the States voting the democratic. 
the last election. Take the sixteen Southern States and ; 
fornia, supposed to be a democratic State,) Indiana, and Cor 


cut. Ad I toge ther the population of these States and divide the; 
sult by 152,745, the ratio of three hundred and eleven. Then tak 
other States, add their population together, divide the agg 
158,745, the ratio of three hundred and eleven, a ae you 

fectly fair and even distribution of political power as betwe 
two parties. Now,if questions of the effect on political parti y hye 
considered, w hi ut be atte c or fairer result can you expectord O you desi 
So far as parties are concerned the fixing of three hundred ‘ 


X 


lava 


| as the caer of districts operates evenly and fairly Sabai 


democr: atic and republican parties. Now, why not select three } 
dred and eleven and stand by the bill which the committee ] 
sented? Whyshould we go back upon the 
have considered this question so long ? 

Take the bill of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. ( Ox 
fixes the number at three hundred and one. Why should \ 
that number? Why arbitrarily stop there? Does it mal 
tribution ? Apply even the rule of the gentleman from II] 
ing sixteen States on one side and twenty-two States or 
and you will and that these twenty-two States under an ey 

n with a fraction of thirty th rus: und get a Representat 
on to the other group, because the Sou ithern St: ate 8 
of one hundred and thirty-four ictaont ; and the: 
odd member, while the other States with a acta of 
sand do. If we are to do this thing fairly, I ask you whet] 
is fair among sections? If we are to consider sections as st 
all, three hundred and seven reaches the same result 
dred and one, and is subject to the same criticism. 

Now, upon a full consideration we have adopted thr 
eleven; because it is as fair as any other number thi it cat 
You cannot reach absolute fairness in this matter it ne 
attained though it has been undertaken ever since the C 
was adopted. First, there was the adoption of a rati O, I 
the number of members which it would produce: at os after rward t 
moiety system was ingrafted into the law, giving an i 
ber to each State having a fraction greate r than a lf 
found to operate harshly, as was supposed, in the case of some States; 
a ud it was scarcely ever stric tly adhered to. The fairest system ¢ 
adopted was that of 1850, which has been adopted by this committ 
that is, to fix what shall be the number of the House and thend 
the aggregate population of all the States by that number i: 
to obtain a ratio; throwing off any fraction of a unit that ma 
presented ; and then after giving each State so many R« sprese ntat 
upon an even division of its population by the ratio obtained t 
tribute the remaining member among those States having the larg 
fractions, regardless where they fall. If that is not perfect; 
what rule can be fair? I know it has not been adhered to all 
time. The republicans seem to have mixed this and the moiet; 
tem. In 1862, and probably also in 1872, the wholesome rule ¥ 
I have just indicated was ‘disregarded and the moiety system 
partly followed. But even that did not suit the party in power. 
trarily and without cause they assigned to certain States number 
which they were not entitled by any rule which could be discov 

In 1372 two hundred and eighty was first fixed as the numbet 
House was to have, and I think the ratio, if I recollect right 
adopted in regard to that number. Afterward it was lnc! 
two hundred and eighty-three. They then added eight mot 
arbitrarily, by assigning them to various States, and on t: 
gave them two more, and finally a State was admitted, mak 
two hundred and ninety-three members we now have. 

Are we to go by arbitrary assignment in this matter 
adopt some uniform and permanent rule and marcl 
ber, regardless of where the fraction falls? That 
in this case. That is what the committee rect 

Why did the 4ommittee adopt three hundre vd ar and ele ven 
tell you why. It affects fewer of the States in regar‘ d to thei 
sentation than anv other reasonable number that could be r 

Ve had regard for the expressed will of a great many members © 
the House that the number should not be ine reased very largely "e 
looked over the floor of the House and we concluded that eight 
additional members could be seated in this Hall without its unee’ 
going any great or permanent change, at least we believe they ‘ 

We found there was a willingness on the part, as we believed, 
members of the House to go as far as an increase of eighteen mem 


las hy 


action of a committee wl 


reac 








ners and a great unwillingness to go beyond that. ; We found when 
we got to three hundred and eleven, every State in this Union pre- 
served intact its representation or increased, except four, that is the 
states of Maine, \ ermont, Connecticut, New York, and we could not 
wach those States without increasing the number of the House 
hevond what we believed we would be sustained in doing. 

[herefore, when we got to that the most practicable point we could 
stop at, we did stop. Indiana under that gets a Representative and 
i aintains its position just as it does now. She cameand she begged 
and insisted, as @ State always does, that she should be considered. 
Massachusetts will go to three hundred and three, because she 
remains intact. Pennsylvania says “I want to go to three hundred 
ind seven,” because there she remains as she is, Now should we stop 

+ three hundred and seven, and leave Indiana out when by going 
+here she can be reached ? 
7 do not look at this from any partisan standpoint, and I hope I do 


ot from any party or political point of view. My own State will | 


nerease one Representative if we go to three hundred and fourteen. 
| do not ask this House to increase the power of that State by going 
+o three hundred and fourteen—to make the small increase of three 
mare=t0 reach it. I am willing to stand here on the committee’s 
vill, three hundred and eleven, because I believe it a particularly 
fair bill to every State in this Union and to every party. 
As I said awhile ago, we may look over the fractional representa- 
yn and see who is it that gets this increased power growing out of 
+ Why, sir, Southern States and the great and growing West. 
You cannot expect New England and the East not to lose their rep- 
resentation and power because “ westward the star of empire has 
taken its way.” These Western and Southern States, growing as they 
do, and, as they have, increasing year by year in population and in 
nower and strength, it is to them the fractional votes should be as- 
siened. Why should New England have a fractional vote when two 
vears from now, if we had another apportionment, she could not pos- 
sibly reach it? She is going down and declining, while the West is 
crowing up; and if the West had a fractional vote to-day to which 
she was not entitled, two years from now, if a new apportionment 
was made, many of the Western States tvould be entitled not only to 
one fractional vote, but to two or three others. One State in the 
West has increased in population 367 per cent. Are we not to re- 
spond to that State with an increased representation? Texas has 
nereased from six to ten members—an empire within itself—and, 
crowing at that rate, five years from now, if we could have a new 
apportionment, she would be entitled to five more. Shail we hesi- 
tate about giving her a fractional Representative when, before he 
ets his seat, she will be entitled to four or five ? 
Now, New England and the Eastern States have their fair repre- 
sentation. They have not only population collected from other por- 
ns of the country, not only emigrants who halt there on their way 
west, not only those who gather there in the season of pleasure to 
their springs and other places of resort, but those whom business 
carries in that direction, making many thousands counted for them 
who do not belong to their population, but are merely migratory and 
belong to the West or will in a little time. They have already the 
power they ought tohave. The great South and West, united in every 
interest, finding, as you do, the largest number of fractional Repre- 
sentatives go to those sections, is it not just and fair their increase 
in population should have it? If we are to invoke personal inter- 
est, is it more than is to be expected that these two great sections, 
united by common ties, agriculturists as they are, furnishing the food 
and largely the raiment to nearly the whole world, united in every 
interest, corporate ridden by the mighty corporations of the East 
and overwhelmed as they are by unjust and iniquitous taxation in 
their interest, you will find the great and growing West and South 
will stand together claiming the advantages they have under the bill 
to strengthen their power in the common fight against the tariff, the 
most unjust and oppressive the world has ever known, and the rail- 
toads which rob them of hundreds of millions of dollars upon their 
agricultural products every year. I say, standing together on all the 
great questions of taxation and together in all the great fights we are 
sooner or later to make on the corporations of this country now un- 
dertaking to control and dominate us, is it more than fair these two 
sections should claim at least what is just and fair to them in the way 
of representation in this House by fractions or otherwise ? ; 
I trust, Mr. Speaker, when this House comes to consider the bill 
presented to it by the committee that at least upon this side of the 
House it will receive calm, patient, and careful consideration with a 
View to the distribution of the political power among the States in 
accordance with their rights. The South too long has been deprived 
1 i's representation by the unjust and inaccurate census of 1870. 
© was deprived of a fair representation upon this floor, the repre- 
yntation to which she wasentitled. And while I do not believe that 
aa population hasincreased in the marvelous degree the census shows, 
the saenne that Iam convinced, as I believe is the judgment of 
of the tact’t} nas the census of 1870 was unfair; still, in consequence 
shenees “ ee last ten years she has been deprived of her fair 
this bill 5 ices we give it to her now under the terms of 
canna of a Hees present census South ¢ arolina, thrice gone over 
that there wa rhe partisan press and of party spirit, to show 
that Stet 4s nota fair count of the population of that State; I say 
ate, deprived of its fair share of representation, should now 
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have it under the terms of this bill. If any advantage is to follow, it 
should fall to those States that so long have been deprived of their 
rights. 

Now, I think this is a fair bill, I think it is a fair presentati 
an old subject, and I do hope that at all events the democra side 
of this House will agree to the bill reported from the committee. 
{Here the hammer fell.] I append, with leave of the House, a few 
tables giving the result of some calculations which I have made, and 
some statistics which may be of advantage to the members, (A, B,C. 
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fall was a general one, one in which all the people were nal] 
terested without regard to latitude or sectional lines: thar the no 
vass was spirited and determined in all parts of the country alik, - 
that the inference is fair that the great bulk of voters meen ae 
were not in some way denied or abridge d went to the polls a nd. : 
their ballots. ThereforeI affirm that the votes of that ele; tion a 
better index of the people who should be taken into ac kta ; 
apportionment than is the census just completed. ere 

In view of this conviction I have carefully prepared a tale 
ing the vote of each State, the present number of membx rs fr: 
State, the number that would be here from each State 
average number of votes cast for a Congressman as the basis oj 
culation ; also the number which the bill of the committee 1 ‘ 
to give to each State, and then the number each State would | 
the committee had used the vote for the basis of their caley), 
instead of the census. I have also added acolumn showin, g the 
age number of votes cast in each State for one Congressman 
next Congress. Also another column, showing what the averag 
would have been for each Congressman in each State had the) 
ber elected been the same as is how propose a by the bill of the. 
mittee—that is, 311. This table I ask leave to print in the Rr 
and so will not detain the House to read it now. 
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THOMPSON, of eer: I am very much obliged to the 
tleman from Virginia, but I had just concluded, and desired, if I 
ime remaining, to yield it to the gentleman from Pennsy] 
. WHITE. ] 

Mr. LORING. Mr. Speaker, I desire to yield m) 
tleman from Ohi io, [Mr. KEIFER. ] 

Mr. KEIFER. I do not desire to take up the time of the House 
but a few minutes in the consideration of this question, especially at 
this time, and therefore I will yield whatever time the gentleman 
from Mi Mr. Horr] may desire out of the time allowed to me. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a provision of the Constitution 
14, section 2, which says that 


Nevada wale 
New Hampshix 
New Jerse 
New York 
North Car 


apportioned among the sever 


ole number of } 
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Seemeeuiin as 
Rhode Island seeuewdce 
South Carolina 
‘Tennesse 
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Vermont 

Virginia. . 

West Virginia 
Wisconsin 


her I vote at anv election for the choice of electors for President 
and Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the execu 
tive and judicial i 


flicers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is 
6 male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, 


denied to any of t! 
and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation 
in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in 
the proportion which the numberof such male citizens shall bear to the whole num- 
ber of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State 

I am aware, Mr. Speaker, that lawyers construe this provision to 
mean that suc ‘h “denial or abridgment” must be by some legal en- 
actment. While this may be good law, I submit that the spirit of the 
Constitution may be violated while the letter remains unbroken. I 
insist that whenever one portion of the citizens of any State by a 
systematic plan so bring it about that a large number of her citizens 
are kept from the polls, that the violation of this provision is as com- | for me, I did not have the Census ‘Bureau at my comm: und t 
plete as if a law was duly enacted which simply produced the same | in these calculations. I desire now to state some of the most str 
effect, and that such citizens should be deducted in making any fair | results that my examination of this subject has discovered. a 
calculation upon which to base an apportionment bill, or at least that The whole number of votes in the entire thirty-eight States tes 
such lack of votes in any given State should be taken into account | last election was 9,297,592. Hence the average number of was 
in any fair apportionment bill. each Congressman of the next House is 31,732, “and the ave ar 11 as 

Hence it is that I claim that an apportionment bill founded upon | ber of votes to each Congressman, if you fix the number * ; “4 
the last vote of people of the United States would really meet the | does the bill of the committee, would be 29,296. Now, . ao mbers, 
requirements of the Constitution in spirit much more perfectly than | example, the State of Mississippi. This bill gives her se _ " “ 
one founded on the last census, because upon that basis we would | whereas upon the basis of her vote she would be ss sah a 
eliminate from representation those citizens whose right to the bal- | four. You can readily see this. Four times 2 29,896 gives 1d get the 
lot has been abridged. You must remember that the election last | the vote of Mississippi vas only 117,07 Hence she vous 
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It is perhaps proper for me to state th: it these computation 
all been made by myself, and while they may not be absolute! 


rate, I do not believe there are any material errors. Unfortu is 
0 ald me 
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» member by a fraction, though a large one. On the basis of 


nl she would get a Congressman for every 16,725 votes cast, 
~t ya . + . . 
‘hich is just about one-half the number that it takes under the bill 
Viit * 


‘plect @ member, On an average, in the Northern States. Let me say 


‘+ here, that it appears from actual calculation that the average 
‘nher were Sil, is 33,838, while the average vote for each one in the 
sthern States 1s only 23,376, a difference of 10,462 votes. 
~. onother example, let us take the State of Alabama. The bill 
' hi committee gives her eight members, whereas upon the basis of 
: she is entitled to only five. Take the average number of 
roe again fora Congressman, 29,896 ; five times that is 149,480. The 
in ane of Alabama was 151,507. So that after giving her the five 
vare there is only left a small fraction of 2,027. This State by 
pate “9 r fixed by this bill would get a Congressman for every 
) 3 vote s, which is fifteen thousand less than the average number 
otes for a Northern Congressman, and 10,958 less than the aver- 
¢ the entire country. 
ee n, take the State of Arkansas. The bill gives her tive mem- 
“She had a vote of 106,249. This would entitle her to three 
‘ 2. and leave a fraction of 16,561. Allow her a member for this 
on, and then she would have but four. 
em! er for every 21,249 votes, which is 12,000 less than the average 
sha North, and 8,647 less than the general average. 
a ike the State of Georgia,and here the disparity be- 


~ 


er vote 


ah ’ more, ti 
» yote basis and the census is certainly glaring. 
smmittee gives Georgia ten members, while upon the basis of 
vata she would be entitled to only five. For, take the average 
9 1296, and repeat it five times, and you have 149,480. Now, the 
a a ta of Georgia was 155,655. Take from it the 149,480, and you 
ve left only the small fraction 6,175. The bill gives her a member 
ce 505 votes, which is 1,500 less than one-half the number 


99 


in the Northern States, and is 14,331 less than the general 








Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Will the gentleman allow me to inter- 
\fr HORR. Of course I will, for my next sentence was to be: 
ind does not such a state of facts call upon Georgia to rise and 
plain { Laughter. ] 
Mr, HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire simply to ask the gentleman 
snestion. As I understand the gentleman, the logic of his remarks 
at apportionment ought to be based upon the figures of the last 
tion, and not upon numbers, as required by the Constitution. 
eding that that is the gentleman’s view, and that is the only 
se there is in it 

Mr. HORR. Iam glad there is that much. [Laughter. } 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Conceding that is true, would it not 
the better way for your party to succeed if they were not to try 
ote at all in Georgia, and then you would greatly reduce the num- 
r of Representatives? 

Mr. HORR. They have come so mighty near that already it does 
tmake much odds now. How much of this thing does she expect 
people of this country to endure and still hold their peace? 

Then again there is Louisiana. This bill gives her six members. 

Her vote would entitle her to but three. Her entire vote was only 
7.201. Three times the average, 20,896, gives us 69,682, which taken 
from her vote leaves a fraction of only 7,513, which is only about 
me-quarter of the average vote for a Congressman, and would not 

f course entitle her to another. The bill gives her a member for 
very 16,200 votes, which is not half the number required to elect a 
man in the North under the same bill, and is 13,690 less than the 
general average. But you say these States are exceptional. Not at 

Texas and Virginia are but little better. The bill gives Texas 
ten members. Her vote would entitle her to but eight, and it gives 
Virginia ten when her vote would entitle her to but seven. 

Here we have seven States which the bill gives fifty-six members, 
ind which, upon the basis of votes cast are entitled to but thirty-six 
nembers, showing a gain of twenty Congressmen who really have 

) voting people at their backs. 

s Let us take the eight States, Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Virginia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Kentucky. The total vote of 
these eight States was 1,155,109. They have tifty-eight members in 
‘he next House. That gives an average of 1,917 votes to each mem- 


er 





y 





Now take these eight States : Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Mich- 
gan, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Their total 
Vote was 4,564,226, and they have one hundred and thirty-six members, 
which gives an average of 33,643 votes toeach member. Thus you see 
‘ takes 13,643 more votes to send a man to Congress from these eight 
Northern States than it does to send one from those eight South- 
“Tn States. But it may be claimed that I have selected States so as 
° bring about this result. Let us see about that. The entire vote 
. the sixteen Southern States was 2,758,449. There are from those 
ates one hundred and six members. This would give for each Con- 
stessman-elect from those States an average vote of 26,023, but if the 
. imber were one hundred and eighteen, as fixed by the bill of the 
“Mmnittee, it would take only 23,376 votes for each member. 

The entire vote of the twenty-two Northern States was 6,539,145. 
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the number elected been one hundred and ninety-three, as provided 


| by this bill, then the average vote to each member would have been 


33,833; which shows that it took 8,945 more votes to elect a member 


| of the next House in the Northern States than it did in the Southern 


States; and if the number of members had have been the same as is 
- yer of votes for each Congressman in the Northern States, if the | 
ry) be 


The bill would give her | 


The billof | 


fixed by this bill of the committee, the discrepancy would be swelled 
to 10,462 votes. 

If you should give the Northern States a member for every 23,370 
votes cast at the last election, and that is the number it would have 
taken on the average for each member from the South had the num 
ber of members been as fixed by this bill, she would have in the next 
House two hundred and eighty members! And if you should giv 
the South only a member for each 33,838 votes, and that is the average 
vote in the North with the number fixed as by the bill, she would 
have only eighty members in the next House. The mere statement of 
these facts shows that there is something wrong somewhere. 

Mr. ACKLEN. I would like to ask the gentleman to permit me to 
ask him one question in reference to the comparison that he has mad 
of the districts of the South, particularly in the State of Louisiana. 
I ask him if the answer to the suggestions he has made is not this: 
that there is practically no contest in most of the districts in th 
South? I know that it is particularly the case iu the State of Louis- 
iana. In the third district, which Ihave the honor to represent, there 
was, however, a very sharp contest at the last election, and the vote 
was about twenty-five thousand ; whereas in the sixth district of that 
State the entire vote was only about fifteen thousand, and in some of 
the other districts it was, I believe, a little less. Is not the answer 
to his statements the one I suggest ? 

Mr. HORR. I wish to say to the gentleman from Louisiana [ Mr. 
ACKLEN ] that I first looked up this matter on the basis of taking in- 
dividual districts of the South, but the figures were so severe on the 
South that I had not the pluck to present them to the House. 
[Laughter.] SolItook the general average, because it is milder; 
does not appear so savage. 

Mr. ACKLEN. Allow me to say 

Mr. HORR. I would have to ask another question of you, which 
would lead to a long debate. It would be the question, why there is 
no contest in the districts of the South ? 

Mr. ACKLEN. Iam satisfied that the gentleman is aware that in 








| some of the northern districts there is practically no contest. 


Mr. HORR. Before I get through I will give you ample credit for 
this trouble up north. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Has the gentleman included the State of Rhode 
Island in his calculations? 

Mr. HORR. I think that before I get through Little Rhody will be 
taken care of. [Laughter. ] 

But this basis for an apportionment bill cuts both ways. Take the 
State of New York. The bill of the committee gives her thirty-two 
members, but when you take the vote for the basis of your calcula- 
tions she would be entitled to thirty-seven. The committee’s bill 
gives her a member for each 34,521 votes, which is 4,625 votes mor 
than the general average on each member, and which on her thirty- 
two members amounts to 148,000 votes, thus compelling her to throw 
away almost as many votes as the State of Alabama casts. 

Do you know if you should give the State of New York a member 


| for the same number of votes that sends one here from Georgia to the 


next House that she would have on this floor in that Congress seventy- 
one members, and she would not have to have a little fractional 
member either, as she is compelled to under the bill of the commit- 
tee. With such a membership she might indeed be called the Empire 
State. And if Georgia had only a member for each number of votes 
that sends one from New York she would have only jour, in place of 
the ten given her by the bill. Can the gentleman in charge of this 
bill, [Mr. Cox,] can any one, give any good reason why the State of 


| Georgia should have a member here representing only 15,565 voters 


while the great State of New York requires 34,521 votes to each ot 
her members ? 

Again, take the State of Ohio. The bill gives her twenty members, 
while on the voting basis she would be entitled to twenty-four. It 
takes under this bill of the committee 36,248 votes for a member of 
Congress from Ohio. That is 6,352 in excess of the general average. 
On her twenty members it would amount to 127,040 votes, which is 
29,239 more votes than the State of Louisiana cast, and it takes in 
Ohio 20,048 more votes to get a man to the next Congress than it 
does for this same State of Louisiana. Only think of it: if Ohio had 
a member for every same number that sends one from Louisiana she 
would be represented in the next House by forty-five members—a 


| sufficient number, it seems tome, to satisfy even the modest claims 


| of her timid, unobtrusive statesmen. 


Does any one claim, can any 


| one claim that such a disparity as this can be explained on any the 
| ory of fair dealing? 


| elect a member of the next House. 


‘re are from those States one hundred and eighty-seven members, | 


whict os ao 
4ich would give for each Congressman-elect 34,968 votes; and had 


But, again, let us take the State of Indiana. She cast at the last 
election 470,678 votes. The bill under consideration gives her thir 
teen members. On the vote basis she would be entitled to sixteen. 
The bill of the committee makes it take in this State 36,206 votes to 
That is 6,310 more than the gen- 
eral average, which on her thirteen members amounts to 82,030 
votes, about two-thirds as many votes as the entire State of Missis- 
sippi cast. In other words, it takes 19,431 more votes to elect a Con- 
gressman in Indiana than it does in the State of Mississippi. ‘Tocon- 
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tinue my former comparison, if the same number of votes cast for a 
Congressman in Mississippi would send one from Indiana there would 
be twenty-eight Hoosiers on the floor of the next House instead of 
thirteen; and should Mississippi be allowed a member for only the 
same number that sends one from Indiana her seven members would 
dwindle down tothree. And yeta bill which produces these astound- 
ing results the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] would have us 
think is the “ very pink of perfection.” 

We are told that “comparisons are odious.” One would think so. 
But let me say that the only exception to this state of affairs in the 
entire North is the State of Rhode Island and in a slight degree per- | 
haps the State of Massachusetts. The vote of Rhode Island looks 
bad. Thecensus basis gives her two members while she votes enough 
for only one, and even that one is on a fraction. I am sorry for this, 
for if there is a gamy State in the Union it is Little Rhody. Her 
wealth, her common schools, her great industries, her distinguished 
statesmen, her entire history from Roger Williams down to the pres- 
ent time, need cause none of her sons to blush. Yet I am compelled 
to say that there is something wrong in her voting arrangements. 
She needs overhauling somewhere. Her vote leads me to believe she 
ought to be contented with one Congressman, and I think her states- 
men upon reflection will see it. 

Massachusetts by the voting basis also loses one member. This 
bill gives her eleven; her vote shows her entitled to but ten; and I 
am clearly of the opinion that ten does her ample justice. 

Is it not singular that in the entire twenty-two Northern States, if 
you fix the number at three hundred and eleven and calculate upon 
the basis of votes, Rhode Island and Massachusetts are the only two 
that would lose a member; six of them, to wit, Vermont, Oregon, 
Nevada, Nebraska, Maine, and Minnesota, would neither gain nor 
lose, and the remaining fourteen Northern States would all gain, 
while in the South not a single State gains on the vote basis. Flor- 
ida, Delaware, West Virginia, Maryland, and South Carolina neither 
gain nor lose, and the remaining eleven all lose. So that whereas 
the bill gives the Southern States one hundred and eighteen mem- 
bers, and the Northern States one hundred and ninety-three, on the 
basis of votes cast the Southern States are entitled to only ninety- 
three members, and the Northern States should get two hundred and 
eighteen. That is a difference of fifty members in favor of the South 
and against the North ; and yet with all these facts staring them in 
the face the committee go to work deliberately and fix upon a num- 
ber that will give the South more proportionate strength than she 
now has by six members, and then claim that this is a fair, impartial 
bill. And the number selected by the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Cox] gives the same section an advantage of four. 

I am aware that under the strict letter of the Constitution the 
census basis isthe proper one. But let me say to gentlemen here 
that there is a deep feeling in the minds of the people of this country 
that this systematic crushing out of nearly one-third of the entire 
vote insomany States of this Union is little less than a terrible crime, 
and the people fear that if not prevented it will destroy the very foun- 
dations of civil liberty in this country. If we cannot have a free, 
untrameled ballot, then there is little need of apportionment bills of 
any kind, for without that the will of the people cannot be expressed 
and all elections become a mere farce. 

Now, I am not going to say whether the recent census is a fair 
one or not. There are many of the returns that cannot be explained 
upon what was supposed to be reliable history of the events of the 
past ten yearsin some of the States. But what Ido maintain is, that 
no man can reconcile the census returns with the votes cast on any 
basis of fair dealing. It seems to be beyond the power of contradic- 
tion that there was gross cheating either in the census or in the 
voting. Then I ask does it not follow that to have a fair apportion- 
ment both of these elements should be taken into account ? 

For one I am satistied that the present number of members in this 
House is large enough, if not too large, for the good of the country. 
It is now as unwieldy a body as the heart of man can well wish. If 
there is any number that would render it more difficult to do any 
needed work than the one we are now laboring under, and any one 
knows what that number is, in all conscience, I hope he will keep it 
to himself, for should our leaders here get ‘old of it I should weil- 
nigh despair of all legislation in the future. 

However, if we are toincrease the present number at all, then such 
a number should be selected as will leave the relative strength of 
the two sections just as it now is; in any event no number should 
be taken which will add strength to that portion of the country 
which now has so much more than she is really entitled to, as I have 
already shown. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. HORR. Certainly. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. The gentleman has given us a long mathemat- 
ical disquisition upon the disparity between the votes cast North and 
South, and he has delivered to us a lecture upon the small votes on 
which some men represent constituencies here. Now, on looking at 
the Directory, I see that there were 13,071 votes polled against the 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Horr] and only 11,993 for him. Why | 
did not this conscientious qualm strike the gentleman earlier, if he | 
is in favor of the majority ruling in the different districts ? 

Mr. HORR. Which vote is it the gentleman is tiguring from ? 





| not know exactly the folks. [Laughter.] 


on, 

Mr. McMILLIN. I figure from the vote upon which the 
now occupies his seat here and speaks. 

Mr. HORR. There was a large majority agains 
on that vote, if you add together the greenback and democratic yas 

Mr. McMILLIN. Yes, sir. ate 

Mr. HORR. The greenback craze, which is similar to the ona: 
gentleman has, although he is a democrat, {laughter,} r .n thr 
my district ; and the majority against me, taking the democra:,, 
the greenback vote, was, as I remember, about 8,500. Bat e+ 
gentleman will look at the returns of the last election in my dics 
he will see that the people came to their senses on that tie he — 

Mr. McMILLIN. But the point is this: How is it that then. 
man, with the views he has uttered here, is willing to hones 
constituency on so small a minority—so small a vote? © 

Mr. HORR. Why, sir, I represent my whole district. 
elects on pluralities. 

Mr. McMILLIN. So, I would answer the gentleman from y 
igan, under the Constitution we must fix the basis of our Seslen 
resentation upon the population, and not upon the votes cast. 

Mr. HORR. All I claim is, that the vote should be taken into a, 
count ; and I am trying to show that this proposition of the comm: 
tee'fixing three hundred and eleven, the only number which gives + 
South six more members than they now have, is an outrage in wine 
of the fact that they already have a good deal more representa: 
than their votes show they ought to have. ; - 

Mr. McMILLIN. And in defense of the committee, I ask the 
tleman whether it is not the fact that there are numbers smaller +) 
three hundred and eleven which will give the South a greater » 
portional representation ? 

Mr. HORR. No, sir. 

Mr. McMILLIN. There is such a number. 

Mr. HORR. Then, I do not know it. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I will say there is a smaller number whieh w 
do it, and the committee is not subject to that animadversioy 

Mr. HORR. My memory is different; that is all. 

Mr. McMILLIN. ‘The statistics show it. 

Mr. HORR. I was stating, Mr. Chairman, that a Dill on the basis 
of three hundred and nineteen would wrong no one and could | 
passed here ina day. The number proposed by the minority of th 
committee, three hundred and nineteen, does that very thing, an 
leaves a large number of the States with exactly their present no 
ber of members, or gives them an increase, and leaves only Ma 
Vermont, and New Hampshire to suffer a loss of one each. — 

If you go above the present number at all, why not fix upon s 
number that will thus be free from all charge of partisanship, 
which will or should give perfect satisfaction to all sections of t 
country. I believe it best that a fair and just apportionment } 
should be passed by us at this session of Congress. So many Stat 
Legislatures are in session that such a measure at this time seen 
advisable. It is perhaps impossible to have a non-partisan measun 
of any kind proposed by the majority here. If so, we may be com 
pelled to choose between this unjust and unfair measure of the co: 
mittee and no bill at all. I dislike such an alternative, butt 
question is of such grave import to the whole nation that I am sat 
isfied that rather than have this bill become the law we would bette: 
refer the whole matter to a new Congress, composed of men just fres: 
from the people, men who were elected in a contest when all thes 
questions were discussed and fully investigated, and who will com 
here knowing the wishes of the people on this important subject 
Believing as I do that this bill was drawn with the simple purpos 
of giving more strength to that section whose people are guilty 0: 
the great wrongs against the ballot which I have pointed out, fo: 
one I am fully determined to oppose the measure, first, last, and a 
the time, and that, too, with all the means that a kind Providen 
and parliamentary law will permit. [Laughter.] 

In conclusion, let me say that I have given the foregoing igu 
with no desire of censure or abuse toward any portion of our tau 
land. If any of these statements seem harsh it is simpiy becaus 
some sections of the country so conduct their elections that to recit 
the multiplication table even within their borders would seem abe 
sive. If I know the earnest desire of my own heart it is that gach & 
bill may be finally passed as will show that we are all actuated | 
lively sense of fair dealing, and that each member here may be 4 
to say that in this one matter I rose above all party consider: ys 
and was actuated and inspired only by the exalting sentimen 
“ charity toward all and malice toward none.” . 

Mr. KEIFER. I yield now for five minutes to the gentieman™ 
New Hampshire, [Mr. BricGs. ] 

Mr. McLANE. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question» 

Mr. KEIFER. I have but very few minutes, but will yield for: 
short question. ' ‘ 

Mr. McLANE. I wish to develop an idea of the gentleman oe 
Michigan a little more fully than he has. I understand him, alt ho ip 
he has not said it in express terms, but the general spirit of a” 
marks leads me to the conclusion that he feels the Southern 5‘4t% 
have in some way or other deprived the negro of his sutirage. 

Mr. HORR. I do not know who they are who do not vole 
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Mr. McLANE. And therefore they should lose representation Now 














t want to know from the honorable gentleman from Michigan if that 
"the idea he wishes to convey ? 

\(r, HORR. My idea was simply this, that they ought to be de- 
orived of a portion of their representation under that clause of the 
Constitution which I first quoted if they persist in keeping people away 
m the polls. : 

Mr. McLANE. People away from the polls! = ' 
Mr. HORR. My main object was to show the unfairness of a bill 
which fixes the number so as to give them this advantage with all 
shose facts staring them in the face. 

“Mr. McLANE. I wish to say to the gentleman that he can hold his 
con] in patience as to that negro vote. If he supposes we, the white 
-oters of the South, mean to deprive the negroes of their votes, I say 
se way bold his soul in patience. We accept in its full development 
cha constitutional theory propounded by the gentleman from New 
York that the Constitution of the United States bases representation 
upon population, and our past experience has given us contidence in 
she result of universal suffrage. There is no occasion, therefore, for 

»y honorable gentleman on this floor to suppose that the negroes of 
‘ho South, Whether they be voters or whether they be Representatives, 
will fall below the level of the white voter or the white Representa- 
ve as he bas been found in the States of the North. 

Mr. HORR. Will you let me ask you a question? _ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from New Hampshire 
entitled to the floor. 

“Mr. HORR. Do you think negroes of the South have been per- 
mitted for the past six years to have a free and untrammeled ballot 

i] over the South? 
“Mr. McLANE. Mr. Speaker, I have no idea that the people of the 
South—the negroes of the South—have had as free and as untram- 
meled a suffrage in the past as they will havein thefuture. But—— 
Cries of “All right!” on the republican side. } 

Mr. HORR. That is encouraging. 

Mr. McLANE. But, Mr. Speaker, while I give that frank answer 
to the gentleman from Michigan, to his inquiry, he will not withhold 
from me his attention when I say that while the negroes have not 
had as untrammeled a suftrage in the past as they will have in the 
fature—— 

Mr. HORR. That would lead to a long debate. 

Mr. McLANE. It would not lead toa long debate. I simply want 
to make a brief reply in answer to the gentleman’s question as to why 
the negroes of the South have not 

Mr. BRIGGS. I decline to yield the floor any further. 

Mr. McLANE. I think Iam entitled tothe privilege of answeri1 
the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. HORR. I say this would lead to a debate, because I have some 
facts myself in that connection which I would like to submit. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. McLANE. If the gentleman still declines to yield to enable 
ie to complete my answer, then I will take the liberty of doing what 
has been done occasionally here, of publishing in the Recorp a full 
answer to the question of the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I do not propose, in the brief time 
allotted to me, to discuss this question of a new apportionment of 
representation in Congress. I could hardly state my views in the brief 
period of five minutes ; but during this discussion constant reference 
has been made to the State which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent. I notice by the speech of the gentleman from New York that, 
according to his statement, New Hampshire has a senate which con- 
sists of twelve, and that she has in the popular branch of her Legis- 
lature three hundred and seventy-nine members. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, both of these statements are erroneous. The 
senate of the State of New Hampshire consists of twenty-four mem- 
bers. The house of representatives varies, sometimes one number 
and sometimes another. Under our constitution we endeavor to give 
every town in the State its representation in the lower house of the 
State Legislature, and every town which has a population of six hun- 
dred inhabitants is entitled to a representative upon that floor. If 
the town has not six hundred inhabitants and is so situated that it 
can be classed with another smaller town, making the aggregate pop- 
wation of both six hundred or over, we class the two towns together 
- givethem a representative in common in the lower branch of the 

tate Legislature. If the town has less than six hundred and is so 
situated that it cannot be classed with another, then we give that 
own @ representative for such a proportion of the time as its popu- 
pers bears to the whole number required. Under that basis the 
- gislature of the State of New Hampshire, in the popular branch, 
‘at every place elected, would have contained three hundred and 
One members, and the Legislature for 1880 would have contained three 
ae and three. Now, under the last census, the census just taken, 
: sane aeesnee our representation in the Legislature, and have 

os = — than we have ever had before. , 
wena ae here to-day it is assumed that a large house is 
a euiteed that it cannot be controlled, and that business cannot 
If it ie ies fan ee as well as in a smallerone. Is that true? 

, auit lies at the door of every member of that house and 


rt nee We have a larger house in our State than this. We 
someti the business of that little State sometimes in four weeks, 
“mes In six weeks, and hardly ever extend our legislative ses- 
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sion beyond a period extending over eight weeks ; and this talk, gen 
tlemen, that you cannot manage and control a large house I have no 
faith in, for I believe the fact that this House is sometimes disor 
derly—I believe it and know it—and yon know as well as I do that 
the fault lies right at your own doors and nowhere else. Another 
thing: they point to the Calendar of this House and talk about the 
mass of business that lies there untransacted. Whois to blame? It 
is the rules which you have enacted; the rules which you have es 
tablished, which cripple every motion and thwart the efforts of al] 
the members everywhere to consider the public business here. Reor 
ganize your rules, let members of the House observe them, and the 
size of the House will be no objection then in the transaction of its 
business. 

Now, there is another thing: I do not believe in reducing the size 
of the lower House of Representatives. This body is the body that 
represents directly the people of this nation. If you look over your 
country you will find railroad corporations extending their rails from 
ocean to ocean, grasping and absorbing their side lines, and growing 
in wealth and proportions, and exerting a terrible power and intlu- 
ence over the legislation not only of the House, but over that of the 
States themselves—a power that is being felt everywhere. The 
smaller you make your House the more easy do you make it for these 
vast corporations to control the interests and the legislation of this 
country. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KEIFER. I now yield two minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. WHITE. ] 

Mr. WHITE. Mr. Speaker, my friend from Ohio has yielded me 
two minutes, for which I am very much obliged, and in which I pro- 
pose to make a brief explanation in justice to my State. At another 
time I shall avail myself of the opportunity to express my views on 
the proposition on this subject for which I intend to vote. 

Pennsylvania, however, has been somewhat conspicuous in this dis- 
cussion, and has been severely commented on for retaining what is 
known as the property qualitication in the apportionment of mem 
bers of the Legislature, and thus affecting the apportionment for 
members of Congress. Such is not the case. Pennsylvania has no 
mere property qualification for the voter, nor for the holding of office. 
At one time the property qualification existed in the constitution of 
Pennsylvania. Our ancestors, when they settled in Philadelphia, 
being freeholders themselves, determined that no one should be ad 
mitted to the privileges of the government unless he was himself a 
freeholder. He must possess acertain amount of land. This property 
qualification was a prerequisite to the privilege of suttrage. This 
qualification was then common to all or most of the States. But long 
since a more liberal spirit has obtained in Pennsylvania, and now 
there is no property qualification to the voter. Representation there 
is based entirely upon population. This change was made by our 
present constitution, framed in 1373. We have a tax-paying pre 
requisite, but this is not based upon property. 

It is provided a tax shall be paid at least thirty days before the 
election, which shall have been assessed at least sixty days before 
the election. No amount of tax is required. The smallest amount 
of a county or State tax is sufficient. This is in the nature, indeed, 
of a poll-tax for the purpose of fixing the place of residence and to 
prevent fraud at our elections. And the man or the voter against 
whom the tax is assessed is not required to have any quantity of 
property whatever. It is assessed by the borough and ward and 
township assessors. These are the same ofticers who register the voters. 
This registry is a precaution against fraudulent voting. The tax— 
the inconsiderable tax required of the voter—is more of a registry 
proceeding than a property qualitication. And I may say further, 
that this registration is not really a prerequisite; for if a man has 
the privilege under the constitution to vote otherwise he can prove 
it, notwithstanding his name may not be on the registry list. I make 
this brief statement in answer to the criticisms about the alleged 
property qualification in our Pennsylvania constitutions. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Will the Chair allow me to make a suggestion 
I understand all that remains of the hour of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. KEIFER] is only about five minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is seven minutes. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I understand further that the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. HOOKER] wishes to take the floor after the gentle 
man from Ohio, whois not ready to proceed to-night. I suggest under 
those circumstances that the House allow the gentleman from Ohio 
to go on this afternoon and occupy the time he needs, after whic! 
the gentleman from Mississippi may be recognized in his own right 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. What is the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi? 

Mr. ROBINSON. My proposition isto let the gentleman from Ohio 
know in advance that he can have more than five minutes to discuss 
this question. 


Mr. HOOKER. I have no objection whatever to the proposition ot 


the gentleman from Massachusetts, and agree to it with this modifi 
cation, however, that, at the request of my friend from Maryland, 
(Mr. McLaNe,] I desire to give him five minutes to reply to an in 
quiry of the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Horr. } 

Mr. KEIFER. I need only about twenty minutes altogether. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


Unanimons consent is requested that 
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the gentleman from Ohio, who is entitled to se ven minutes, may atin aac athe niall Casale Ra tial 
his time ex tended thirteen minutes,so that he may occupy twenty 


minutes in all. 


Mr. ‘Me LANE. 


? 


Vhen doe 5 the ge ntleman propose tot ike his twe uty 


minutes ~ 

Mr. KEIFER. Right nov 

rhe SPEAKER pro lempo . The gentleman enone to occupy 
the time till four o'clock: and after that the gentleman from Missis- 


sipp , whe will be next recognized, proposes to yield a portion of his 
time tothe gentleman from Maryland, {[ Mr. McLANE. ] 
Mr. COX. I desire to say, before my friend from Ohio proceeds, 


there will be no vote taken to-night. I will also ask the gentleman 
from Ohio whether he will not allow the gentleman from Maryland 
[ Mr. Mc LANE } to occupy his five minutes before he proceeds with 
his own remarks? 

Mi KEIFER. I have no ob jection whatever to that if such is the 


ah of tl] « Hlouse. 


rhe SPI peor ay tempore. The gentleman from Maryland [ Mr. 
Mc ay :] is entitled to the floor for five minutes. 
McLA! NE. When I said to the ge sntleman from Michigan [Mr. 


Mow that I had no idea the negro vote in the South had been as 
intrammeled in the past as it would be in the future I was about to 
yroceed to tell him w oe. 

At the « lose of the war, and for ten years or for twelve years after the 
war. the South was held in subjecti op by the ae >and the vote in the 
Sonthern St ate s was under the protect tion of the Army; I might almost 
say under the direction of the Army. And the white and “the black 
populations in the South were held in arelation of antagonism. There 
was no question as to the fact that the South was in a state if not of 

narchy then of military subjection; and through the entire South 
the voting during that per riod’ was a forced and unnatural vote. The 
black man voted or the white man voted as the military forces per- 
mitted, or subject at least to the violent excitement which this un- 

usti tutional supervision created. 
nd especially was it true of the black man that he only voted where 
, Art ny stood ready to protect him, not because the white man of the 
South assailed him, but because he had been made by force to consider 
himself the ward of the Federal Government; and not only was he 
made to vote under the protection of the bayonet, but the white man 
was taught to know that the colored man thus protected and in- 
spired was to govern the State, and a condition of anarchy unparal- 
eled in the history of the world existed through those States. And 

— same bayonet that protected the black man in his vote carried 

» black man into the hall of legislation and protected him in the 
hall of legislation when he was w ‘rongfully legislating for the State. 
During that time there was no free v ote in the South, whether of the 
white man or of the black man. That panes ceased when the ad- 
ministration of General Grant ceased. The last vestige of that mili- 

ary despotism wasin 1876. It was as recently as this present adminis- 
tration. When Rutherford B. Hayes was inaugurated President of 

the United States the Army still held the legislative halls of Lonis- 
ana. And from and after that day the blac k man of the South—and 
I say it to hise redit—votes as fre ely as the white man of the South. 
[Cries of “Oh!” “Oh!” on the re public an side. } 

Mr. HORR. How is it in Louisiana? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I say that is true in regard to Louisiana. 

Mr. McLANE. And it is for the credit of Louisiana that the black 
man can vote as freely there as the white man can vote in Michigan. 

Mr. HORR. I desire to ask the gentleman from Maryland one 
question. 

Mr. MCLANE. Isay to the honorable gentleman from Michigan 
without disrespect, that if comparison be Made between the Repre- 
sentatives sent to the floor of this House from Michigan and the Rep- 
resentatives sent by the negro vote of Louisiana it will not be in any 
sense to the disparagement sof the latter. 

Mr. HORR. Will; you answer me this question? If your statement 
is true, why is it at the election in 1876 that the vote given has fallen 
ott? Why is it that your vote in 1580 is less than it was four years 
ago at the presidential election ? 

“Mr.McLANE. The gentleman from Michigan knows perfectly well 
that the vote is light where there is no contest, or where the result 
of the contest is certain, and this result obtains in the North as fully 
as in the South, and in 1880 there was little or no contest in Lou- 
islana. 

Mr. HORR. And why no contest? 

Mr. MORRISON. Because the republicans abandoned the contest 
n the South and undertook to buy votes enough to answer their pur- 
pose in the North. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. 
there was no contest. 

a McLANE. Ido not want to be interrupted. 

. ROBERTSON. I want to answer the gentleman from Michi- 
aie the gentleman from Maryland has not answered him. I want 
to answer “his question truthfully. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. McLane] has expired and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
KEIFER] is entitled to the doer. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. As the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Horr] 
propounded a ag eng to the gentleman from Maryland [ Mr. Mc- 
LANE] which he has not answered fully, I would like to answer it 


i 


I will answer the gentleman’s question why 
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The gentleman from Lonisj ana [Mr 


and answer it truthfully , a8 it applies to my State. 
der!” “Order!”] You do not want the truth. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
ROBERTSON | is not in order. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I only want a minute or two. 

Mr. KEIFER. If it will not come out of my time I wil] Vield tot 
gentleman, because the House has been very liberal to me. — 

Mr. ROBERTSON. The gentleman from Mic shigan 
tion why it was that the vote of Louisiana-—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there unanimous cons ent for + 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. ROBERTSON ] to proceed ? a 

A MEMBER. How long? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. A few minutes. 

Mr. REED. We desire unanimous consent that the ventlen 
from Michigan [Mr. Horr] shall have time to reply. Sta 

Mr. ROBERTSON. That is right. 

Mr. REED. If that is done, then as mau) y of those 

talk as want to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there consent ? 

Mr. WHITE. [rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ge ntleman will state it, 

Mr. WHITE. The gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Roperry is 
asked fora moment or two of time to make a st atement, and apper 
to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. KEIrer] to yield, which he dic 

Mr. KE IFER. Not to come out of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Pennsylvyani 
[Mr. W HITE] will recollect that the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr, Key 
FER] yielded upon condition that it ; should not be taken ont of his 
time, which condition it was not in the power of the Chair to gra 
The House itself must give consent to that. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order! 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order being ¢; for 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Kerrer] will proceed, - 
Mr. KEIFER. In the midst of this wild confusion I can hardly 
expect to speak calmly and moderately, as I ‘always try to do, and 

yet entertain the distinguished gentiemen here. 

I shall vote for three ‘hundred | and nineteen members in this Hons, 
for the coming decennial apie Having announced that, I w ant t 
go back and ascertain how far it would be just and equitable for us 
to accept the original bill introduced into this House by the disti 
guished chairman of the Census Committee, [Mr. Cox, } a bill which 
provides for three hundred and one members of this Honse. 

That gentleman told us yesterday that the namber three hundred 
and one was more convenient and more fair than three hundred and 
eleven or three hundred and nineteen ; that it would produce as | ae 
inequality as any other number that could be selected. Now, 
we look at this matter on this side of the House in a partisan pon 
of view, we are charged with doing something unfair. Yet examini 
that pill in that v iew, it will appear that the number three hundred 
and one would give to the States which we now commonly denom 
inate the Southern States, to distinguish them from the Northern aud 
tree States, an advantage. of four members. 

Now, the majority of the Committee on the Census concluded that 
that was not enough advantage, that it would be better to find the on! 
number perhaps t hat would give to the Southern States the advantage 
of six members, while the number which I favor, and the number 
favored by the minority of the committee, three hundred and nine- 
teen, W ould give to neither section of the country, North or South 
any adv antage at all. It is the only number, so far as I have seen 
the figures, that fixes the apportionment exactly on an equality be- 
tween the two sections so far as gains and losses are concerned. This 
matter of looking carefully to the interests of the North and Sout! 
is not an original question: with this Congress. It was the first ques 
tion upon which the first President of the United States took issue 
with Congress. Out of apportionment legislation grew the first vet 
message ever signed by a President of the United States, and it was 
on the theory that the first apportionment bill submitted to him ix 
1793 was unfair to the South. 

If the Clerk will now read the first veto message of April 5, 17! 
I will then call attention to the history and the circumstances W et 
which it came to be written and sent to the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


asked the qnes- 


ge ntlemen ma 














Unirep States, April 5, 1792 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


I have maturely considered the act passed by the two Houses, e entitled * ant 
for an apportionment of Representatives among the several States, acc eraing 0 ' 
first enumeration ;"’ and I return it to your House, wherein it originate ad, witht 
following objections : rtioned 

First. The Constitution has prescribed that Representatives shall be yan 
among the several States according to their respective numbers ; and the Stat whe 
one proportion or divisor which, applied to the respective numbers of t i . 
will y ield the number and allotment of Representatives proposed by the b am 

Second. ‘The Constitution has also provided that the number of Represen'a™ 
shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand ; which restriction is, Saat i. 
text, and by fair and obvious construction, to be applied to the ope ea mort 
spective numbers of the States, and the bill has allotted to eight of the Sta 
then one for every thirty thousand. GEORGE W ASHINGTON 


Mr. KEIFER. It will be found that by taking the number - 
hundred and one as a basis for the future House of et 
there is “no one proportion or divisor which, applied to the — - 
ive numbers of the States, will yield the number and allotmen 
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».nresentatives proposed by the bill,” to use the exact language used 
a President of the United States, George Washington. 
"Y Refore going into a demonstration of that statement, I ask the 
lork to read—and I beg the attention of members toit—what Thomas 
jefferson says on the subject of the history of that veto message. He 
1} read an extract from Elliot’s Debates on the Federal Constitu- 
cin volume 4, page 624. 
rhe Clerk read as follows: 


‘ 


« President called on me before breakfast, and first introduced some other 
then fellon the representation bill, which he had now in bis possession for 
‘day. Ibad before given him my opinion in writing, that the method of 
ment was contrary to the Constitution. He agreed that it was contrary 
mon understanding of that instrument, and to what was understood at 
by the makers of it; that yet it would bear the construction which the 
und he observed that the vote for and against the bill was perfectly geo- 

—a northern against a southern vote—and he feared he should be thought 
king side with a southern party. I admitted the motive of delicacy, but that 
4 not induce him to do wrong, and urged the dangers to which the scramble 
» fractionary members would always lead. He here expressed his fear that 
vould, ere long, be a separation of the Union; thatthe public mind seemed 
fied, and tending to this. He went home, sent tor Randolph, the Attorney- 


| desired dein get Mr. Madison immediately, and come to me; and if we 


ti 
ssatis 


“2 ‘concurred imggeinion, that he would negative the bill. He desired to hear 

nore about’ &&, but that we draw up the instrument for him to sign. They 

‘our minds bad been before made up; we drew the instrument. Randolph 

~ried it to him, and told him we all concurred in it. He walked with him tothe 

» and, as if hestill wished to get off, he said, “ And you say you approve of 

. yourself?" ‘* Yes, sir,”’ says Randolph, ‘I do, upon my honor.” He sent it 

‘the House of Representatives instantly. A few of the hottest friends of the 

‘ill ¢ xpressed passion, but the majority were satisfied, and both in and out of doors 

s » pleasure to have at length an instance of the negative being exercised. 
Written this the 9th April. 


me 


Mr. KEIFER. My time will not permit me to occupy the atten- 
tion of the House any further with the history of that matter. It 
shows that early in the constitutional history of this country this 
matter of apportionment was regarded as a very grave and important 
one. It was then believed that it was right and proper to find some 

ommon divisor that would be equitable and just to each and all of 
the States. There was a jealous eye to the interest of the Southern 
States in connection with that matter. 

[state this in support of my non-partisan position on the subject 
of fixing a number for the Representatives of coming Congresses that 
will give no advantage either to the North or to the South. 

If we look over this bill and make calculations upon it, we will find 
some queer figures, some queer results. I refer to the original bill 
upon the subject before this House. It will strike a man as rather 
curious, if he were not to go to the very foundation of all these pe- 
culiar relations of numbers, how it could happen that Ohio, with an 

nereased population from 1870 to 1880 of 532,979, should under that 
pill lose one member of Congress, while South Carolina, with an in- 
creased population of a little more than one-half of that number, 
that is, 290,016, should gain one member. 

[he same thing may be said in reference to Mississippi. With an 
increased population from 1870 to 1880 of 203,670, that State gains 
one member under this bill, fixing the number at three hundred and 
me; while Ohio, with her gain of 533,000, loses one member. But 
this would lead us into some further explanation about the figures 
which I do not choose to go into. Isimply state these mathematical 
curiosities in support of my claim that we ought to select a number 
that will be exactly fair. These singular results are not confined to 
acomparison of Ohio with other States. New York State, with an 
increased population from 1870 to 1880 of 701,051, under this bill 
loses two members, and Pennsylvania, with an increased population 
from 1870 to 1880, of 760,835, loses one member under the bill, while 
Mississippi with an increased population in the same time of only 
203,670, and South Carolina with an increased population, also for the 
same time, of 290,016, each gain one member by the provisions of this 
bill. Other comparisons could be made with ‘like results. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Has the gentleman made inquiry 
whether Ohio has not now more representation relatively to South 
Carolina than she ought to have? 

Mr. KEIFER. Oh, no;I have taken the figures of 1570 as a fair 
apportionment with the ratio then adopted; then I take the ratio 
given now; and taking the difference between the census of 1870 as 
reported and the census of 1880 as reported, I find these singular re- 
sults. The matter of fairness or unfairness in the taking of the cen- 
sus for either of the years 1870 or 1880 has nothing to do with the 
question, 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia rose. 

Mr. KEIFER. I cannot yield farther; I have not the time. 

Now, [am not quite satisfied with the position of the gentleman 
from Kentueky [ Mr. THOMPSON ] when he argues in favor of a large 
body of men as more likely to be a pure body. While Iam not afraid 
of having the number increased, for other reasons which I will indi- 
cate, I am not quite satisfied that the reason the gentleman gave— 
etalon. body of men is always the safest—is the right one. I 
belie ‘ood him to say that the rule is universal in relation to large 
Dodies of men being safer than small ones. History will prove that 
that a aatataly untrue, if the gentleman takes into account the fact 
subi - er countries the methods of choosing such bodies and the 
pr hat choose them have not recognized the people as the gov- 
fect] % power. I wish to say as I pass along that when we get a per- 

Y pure body of men in our Republic, large or small, it will be a 
ody representing the people of the several districts of the country 
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who have had a fair opportunity to cast their ballots without fraud 
or intimidation and to have those ballots honestly counted and fairly 
returned. When the time shall come that we have that in this countrs 
we may expect to have a good and pure House of Representatives 
If it has happened in other countries that small bodies of men have 
been more tyrannical than large, it will be found to be because some 
concentrated power other than the masses of the people has selected 
or chosen that small body of men, and therefore directed and con 
trolled them. 

I believe, however, in a reasonably large House of Representatives, 
in view of the great amount of work that we have to perform. The 
Constitution fixed 30,000 as the ratio of representation for the tirst 
apportionment. It was then supposed that one member for 30,000 
inhabitants was enough, and only enough. 

Now, with all the varied interests of this country, with all the sub 
jects that our constituents are concerned about, with all the multi 
plication of duties growing out of our business here, it is proposed to 
adopt the ratio of 164,018 as the basis of representation here. This 
number is the ratio on which the original bill fixing the number of 
members at three hundred and one is based. The bill reported by a 
majority of the Census Committee fixing the number of members at 
three hundred and eleven is based on a ratio of 158,745, and the bill 
of the minority of that committee fixing the number at three hundred 
and nineteen is based on a ratio of 154,764. The ratio ten years ago 
was only 135,239, I believe. 

We are expected to perform all our many duties promptly and well 
There comes requisition after requisition upon members of Congress 
It may be that many of these demands upon us are for the perform 
ance of duties that do not properly belong to our position here; but 
custom has made it the duty of every member of Congress to run er 
rands to the Departments—to be a sort of counselor or adviser be- 
tween the people and the different Departments where the business 
of the people is pending. If the number of Representatives is to be 
cut down and our constituencies increased, it will be impossible for 
us to perform the duties that these people expect of us. For that 
reason I am in favor of an increase on the basis of the figures I have 
named. 

Turning aside for one moment in this discussion, I will say that 
there are some other remarkable figures and facts worked out unde 
this census. My own State will not suffer on a basis of voting pop 
ulation, if such a basis could be adopted (and I do not say it could) 
under the Constitution. Ohio, I am happy to say, has a people not 
only free to vote when election day comes, but a people educated to 
vote, and who do vote. Let me state a fact that may not have beer 
noted. At the election in November last, Ohio cast 103,046 more votes 
than were cast inthe great State of Illinois, with substantially tle 
same population, the population of Illinois being 3,073,769 as against 
3,198,239 in Ohio. Now, this larger vote in Ohio comes from the free 
dom of the people to vote and also (for they are as free in Illinois) 
from the education of the people in the matter of voting. We have 
first tried before the people of Ohio the great issues of this country. 
We have tried the great financial issues there in advance of the na 
tion. First in 1875 we fought the battle, and we won the financia) 
victory as it has been won since by the people of this whole country 

The election returns coupled with the vote at the late election show 
some curious results in the North and West in the ability or willing 
ness of the people to vote. Take the table of figures made up in 
round numbers, as follows: 


States Vote Population.) Per cent 
ONE oc tdcedeeaee Ride cakes eases ‘ ‘ 622, 000 3, 100, 000 lin 5.0 
ecko oe cad ; ; ie etedireras mdaatae ‘ 725, 000 3, 200, 000 lin 4.4 
Indiana ... Re a Saeed Ten dt aan we 575, 000 2, 000, 000 Lin %4 
oats secant aed oacdh ad anna Oa Aainade een 323, 000 1, 600, 000 lin 54 
Kansas... atc tosd Gece aelataakaine 201, 000 1, 000, 000 1 in 5.0 


It will be seen that Indiana is a good voting State. The now good 
roads and accessibility of voting places in Ohio and Indiana may 
have something to do with the voters getting to the polls in a larger 
per cent. than in some other States. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Horr] has given figures from 
the Southern States which in comparison to these would astonish 
the country if it was not already aware that something terrible was 
the matter with the voting population in those States. 

Before taking my seat, I wish to say but one other thing in sup- 
port of my proposition. Taking three hundred and one as the num 
ber, Ohio with nineteen members (which would be her apportion- 
ment under that number) would have one member for every 163,328 ; 
Mississippi one member for every 161,656; South Carolina one mem 
ber for every 165,937 ; Louisiana one member for every 156,633. Thus 
without taking the time to run through the list, it will be seen that 
my State is to be put at a disadvantage of several thousand in pop 
ulation, (to say nothing of votes,) as against these States of tli 
South. Therefore I protest, Mr. Speaker, against a bill such as the 
one originally offered by the gentleman from New York; and I stil! 
more protest against the bill reported by the Committee on the Cen- 
sus, because it is still more unfair. I insist upon a fair number, one 
that will be just to each section. So far as Iam concerned, (I do not 
speak for those around me,) I shall oppose, as does the gentleman 
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from Michigan, [Mr. Horr,} any number that is unfair; and I will 
do it by every means known to the rules of parliamentary law. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. COLERICK. Mr. Speaker, in view of the lateness of the hour, 
and of the further fact that I have consented to yield one-half of the 
time accorded to me to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Ryon,] I prefer, if it is agreeable to the House and satisfactory to 
that gentleman, that he should occupy the first half hour, and that 
the remaining half hour shall be reserved by me until to-morrow. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, it is quite as important 

that we should determine the manner of electing the Representatives 
to this House as it is that we should determine the number which 
shall compose the popular legislative branch of this Government. In 
the discussion of this question, it is of the utmost importance to us 
that we should be guided by those plain, simple, constitutional pro- 
visions which determine the basis upon which representation shall 
rest. If there is anything settled by the uniform history of our Gov- 
ernment it is that representation is based upon numbers—upon the 
number of inhabitants in the several States—and not alone or in any 
nstance by the number of qualified electors. Any attempt to reg- 
ulate representation by the qualification to vote, under the circum- 
stances of this case and with the facts which are now before the coun- 
try, would be utterly futile and lead to manifest injustice. We have 
no basis upon which we can act. The people voluntarily go to the 
polls if they go at all. Many of them remain at home. Therefore 
the constitutional provision of the country, that upon which we are 
bound to act, that which we are sworn to support and protect, requires 
that in apportionment of Representatives to the American House of 
Representatives we shall confine ourselves alone to the number of 
nhabitants which have been returned by the enumerators of the 
census as the basis of our work. 

Now, while it is not my purpose to devote any time to the discus- 
sion of this aspect of the question raised and discussed by members 
on the floor of the House, I propose for a few moments to direct the 
attention of my fellow-members to a subject which I deem of the 
utmost importance in the determination of the question now before us. 

The bill reported by the committee fixes the number of Representa- 
tives at three hundred and eleven, but it makes no provision what- 
ever for the representation of new States which may be admitted into 
the Union, it is utterly and entirely silent on the subject of the ad- 
mission of new States into the Union, and without legislation upon 
that subject either in the bill admitting the State or in the apportion- 
ment, States admitted after we have passed an apportionment bill 
would be without representation in Congress. 

I propose in the discussion of this question, Mr. Speaker, to announce 
my purpose to add an amendment to this bill which shall authorize 
new States when admitted into this Union to have representation ac- 
cording to their population. In addition to that I find it has here- 
tofore been the practice in making apportionments to determine in 
some way how the Representative shall be elected by the States 
either in single districts or by dividing the State or referring to the 
Legislatures of States the duty of determining the local divisions in 
the States which shall be entitled to Representatives. The minority 
of the committee reported a third section to the bill which they sub- 
mitted tothe House which, so far as it goes, meets every requirement 
{the law. But it is a part of the necessities of the case that addi- 
tional safeguards should be adopted, and therefore I propose to move 
an amendment to attach to the third section of the bill reported by the 
minority. Section 3 as reported by the minority of the committee is 
taken from the apportionment act of 1871. I have added to the third 
section the provision which I now send up to the Clerk to be read. 

rhe Clerk read as follows: 

It shall be unlawful to divide any county or parish where any district shall con- 


t 


sist of more than one county or parish, and in all districts consisting of more than 
one county or parish the counties or parishes contiguous to each other having the 
number of inhabitants nearest to the ratio fixed by law for a Representative in 


‘ 


the Congress of the United States shall be made a representative district. 


Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. It will be noticed, Mr. Speaker, that 
the third section of this bill as reported by the minority of the com- 
mittee provides that each State shall be divided into districts cor- 
responding with the number of Representatives to which that State 
; second, that the districts shall be composed of con- 
tiguous territory, and third, there shall be but one Representative 
from each district. Now, that provision which I have recited was 
contained in the apportionment act passed in 1871, and so far as it 
appears upon the report made by the minority of the committee it is 

opied verbatim from that act. But it falls short, as I have already 
said, of accomplishing any beneficial purpose in restraining the Legis- 
latures of the States from committing what I regard as a crime 
against the free citizens of this Republic. Therefore, I provide in the 
amendment which I have submitted that there shall be no division 
of counties, that territory contiguous wherever a district is composed 
of more than one county shall contain the nearest possible number of 
inhabitants that will correspond with the ratio fixed by law. The 
words in the existing law which provide that contiguous territory 
containing as near as practicable an equal number of inhabitants to 
the ratio required by law shall be a district, have proved entirely 
insufficient as a warning to the Legislatures of the several States in 
determining this question of representation in Congress. 

As nearly as practicable, says the law, leaving the Legislatures 


judgment, from doing so in certain States. I do not propose 
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entire discretion over the whole subject of districting St 
purpose of representation, and it illustrates the old ad; 
fection that cannot be equaled, that “ honeyec 
parsnips.” Fi 
Now, a great deal has been said here upon the subject of diss 
chising citizens entitled to exercise the privilege of franchise it ns 
several States. A great deal has been said about “bulldozing 
prevent people who are entitled to cast their ballots accor 
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cuss that question at any considerable length, but I propose to ae 
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this subject upon grounds plain, fair, and reasonable, and to ad 
cate such an apportionment of the Members of Congress ag shall giy; 
to the people in this country fair, free, and honest elections, and 
due representation upon the floor of Congress. I have no partisay 
claim of my own to advance in the discussion of this question oh 
the support of the measures which I trust will be adopted ; but what 
I do want and what I wish and shall strive to do, is to endeayor t, 
prevent the disfranchisement of one-half of the population of this 
country by a system of reckless gerrymandering, and by which fully 
half of the people have no representative in the National Legisla- 
ture. 

In the first place I want to prevent the process of dividing cou 
ties. Well, gentlemen, you will say that you have not done it, |, 
all the researches that I have given to the subject I have found py: 
one State only besides Pennsylvania where this practice ig carried 
on. In all the other States, I believe, counties have been yoked ani 
united together in single districts ; but in the State of Pennsylvania 
no such wholesome practice prevails. We divide counties there and 
unite the fragments in districts to accomplish partisan ends. We 
annex townships to counties and counties to townships. Another 
proposition which I advocate is that the counties contiguous to each 
other having the nearest population to the ratio fixed by law for a 
Representative in Congress shall be made into a congressional dis- 
trict. Does this hurt the people? No; by no means. The people 
have aright to it; it hurts nobody but the politicians who want to 
make districts for themselves or for their friends, who will use partisan 
power to accomplish the result; a result, let me say with emphasis 
to you here and now, that never can be followed in any free govern- 
ment without putting in peril civil liberty. Another proposition in 
that amendment is that the population, as I have already stated, near- 
est to the ratio fixed by law shall constitute a representative district 
Now, sir, turning to actual practice upon the subject, we find that in 
districting States there has been no sort of regard whatever paid to 
the number of inhabitants fixed by law as the ratio of representation. 

In support of this assertion I can point to the record. I can find 
districts that never had the population required by law, which have 
Representatives ; districts in which thirty or forty or fifty thousand 
are allowed to elect a Representative ; and upon the other hand thou- 
sands and thousands have been piled into a district in excess of the 
population required by law to answer partisan purposes. This thing 
should not be continued. My friends upon the other side, who claim 
to be friends of honest elections, who claim to be friends of the peo 
ple, who claim that they want a fair apportionment, I ask you to join 
with me, then, in the support of such measures as shall give to the 
people of this country a representation in their National Legislatur 
which is fair, honest, and equitable. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Will the gentleman from Pennsy! 
vania point out where this has been done ? 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. I will tell the gentleman where | 
know that it has been done. I will take the district represented by 
my friend Mr. KLorz, which has twenty townships annexed to it frou 
Luzerne County. It is composed of four or five democratic coun 
ties an 

Mr. KLOTZ. I would like to make a correction ; they have adde 
to it twenty townships and a half. [Langhter. ] 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. They took some twenty townsiips 
from Luzerne County and added them with Columbia County to Ca! 
bon, Monroe, and Pike Counties, all democratic counties, there)) 
making a democratic district, with 10,000 democratic majority, wit) 
a population of 150,000 or 160,000 people. Take also the district of 
my colleague who represents Berks County. That district is below 
the ratio in the number of its inhabitants. It has but 106,000 In- 
habitants in it, and 130,000 is the ratio required by law. But Berks 
is democratic by 6,500, and there is no adjoining county that can b 
annexed to Berks to make a republican district. The little county“ 
Lebanon on the west side, which with Berks would have made @ ¢is- 
trict, has 1,500 republican majority. They could not afford to thror 
away that republican majority, and therefore they make him é ¢: 
trict of 106,000 in it. af a 

Let me again call the attention of the House to the district repr 
sented by my friend from Northampton, [Mr. BACHMAN, ] the distri: 
composed of the counties of Northampton and Lehigh. These are 
heavy democratic counties. But they added to them a number . 
democratic townships from Bucks, leaving in the residue ot Bucks & 
republican majority. Then they give to my colleague trom Mest 
gomery and Bucks all the remaining portion of Bucks County ho 
included in the tenth district. Having abstracted the democrats 
majority from Bucks, how did they fix it up to make a republican 
district out of two democratic counties by adding the remaining Pie 
of Bucks te Montgomery? By making a very large democratic ais 
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. gor my friend, Mr. BACHMAN, they succeeded in getting up a 
rte ood republican district for my friend GODSHALK in two demo- 
pretty gooe + I 

‘atic counties. [ Laughter. } i 

Mr WHITE. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? 

lr, RYON, of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir. 

Mr WHITE. Let me tell, my friend that the democratic senator 

» Berks County, at the time of the apportionment, voted for and 
~ cod of the bill. And I think the democratic representatives 
*shig northeastern portion of the State approved of it. They 
»allinfavor of that apportionment. , ; 
Ws RYON, of Pennsylvania. Well, I think it is not the first time 
“. jemocrats have sold their constituents for power. {Laughter 
the republican side. } . 
\fe, WHITE. Do not blame the republicans, then, for it. 
Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Now, they talk about the disfran- 
“coment of thenegro. He ought not to be disfranchised. His right 
Saale should be secured to him. I do not think my friend from 
chigan or anywhere else could oppose such legislation any more 
~ortily than 1 do. But I hope my friend will be equally emphatic 
: his condemnation of this system of gerrymandering. I give these 
Ppynsylvania cases as illustrations, not because they are peculiar, for 
+} . whole system is wrong and it obtains everywhere. Let us cor- 
~ect the wrong by compelling a fair district system. 

In the State of Pennsylvania, where we have 407,423 democrats, it 
-akes 50,928 to send a Representative to this House. These 407,000 
clectors in Pennsylvania are represented by eight men upon this 
door. The republican vote in 1880 was 444,704. It takes 23,450 re- 
oublicans to elect a Representative to Congress. These 444,000 thou- 
sand republicans in the State of Pennsylvania are represented by 
»ineteen men in this House. The city of Philadelphia has five Rep- 
~esentatives on this floor. One is a democrat and four are republic- 
ins. It takes 75,000 democrats in that city to elect one democrat, 
pd 94,000 republicans to elect four republicans. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Let me state to the gentleman that the democrat 
‘rom the city of Philadelphia never objected to the districting of the 
sity which secured his return to this House. 

“Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. He never had any voice in the mat- 
-er: besides democrats love to be disfranchised. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The difficulty is that it was a hard matter to so 
:pportion the city of Philadelphia as even to get in one democrat, 
-he democratic population is so small. 

Mr. BELTZHUOVER. The republicans did not object to the appor- 

onment. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. And though they have the power 
they have never attempted to correct the injustice. 

Mr. WHITE. It cannot be corrected unless you can get the demo- 

ratic votes more scattered. As it is now they all live in a bunch. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Every Representative on this floor 
rom that city but one is a republican under that system of gerry- 
uandering. 

Mr.O"NEILL. The gentleman ought to confine his attention to 
the rural districts rather than the city. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Now I propose to tell you how this 
s aone. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I hope he will confine himself to his own district, 
nen, 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. In Pennsylvania, with 5,000,000 of 
people, every county in the State full of people and full of voters, we 
lave districts one hundred and twenty miles long 

Mr. WHITE. My district is that long. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. And the lines are more crooked than 
any snake track made in the sand. [Laughter.] They take one or 
‘wo strong republican counties and in the republican majority in 
‘hese counties they sink one or two democratic counties, and in that 
vay make a republican district. Thus they parceled out the State 
mong themselves, as did those gentlemen who sat at the foot of the 
toss and divided our Saviour’s raiment. They have done that all 
ver the State. There are twenty-seven districts in the State and 
iy one instance where they put a republican county in a democratic 
wstrict. They put the little county of Union in a democratic district 
‘cause they could not do anything else with it. They had nowhere 
else to put it. 

Now, do you wish this state of things continued? I do not say that 

‘peculiar to Pennsylvania alone, for her politicians are about as 

vest as the average run of the country. 
vt WHITE. Will my friend allow me? — 
“ROBINSON. I hope the gentleman will allow that mistake to 


rected, 
Mr 
( 





, RYON, of Pennsylvania. I cannot allow any more time to be 

ken np with questions. 

: tia That apportionment was made in 1874, and since 
= 4 ON, of Pennsylvania. By a republican Legislature. 

ayy: HITE. Certainly ; and since that time the republican aggre- 

oe of the State has been increasing. The people there 


gate 1 lajority 
roved of it and indorsed it. 


oe RYON, of Pennsylvania. I suppose you mean to say the repub- 
“20S approved of it? 


Mr. WHITE. The a i 
. WHITE, emocrats approved of it, too. 
Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Bt j 
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in Pennsylvania. The people there have stood more than any reople 
on earth of dishonest and partisan legislation. The gentleman es 
very well, because he has been there himself. [Laughter. } 

Now, in the State of New York, in the State of Ohio, and in the 
State of Pennsylvania by this process of gerrymandering more white 
men are practically disfranchised than there are negroes in the South. 
I do not approve of it in the North any more than I do in the South. 
It is wrong anywhere and everywhere, and it is our duty to puta 
stop to itif we can. We car only stop it by adding to this bill sueh 
legislation as will render a repetition of such a wrong, such a crime, 
and such an offense against the people of this Republic impossible 
hereafter. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KEIFER. Will the gentleman allow me, before he takes his 
seat 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. COX. I move that the House now adjourn. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, by unanimous consent leave of 
absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. MULLER, until Tuesday next; and 

To Mr. RICHMOND, for one week from Monday, on account of im- 
portant business. 





LEAVE TO PRINT. 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER was granted leave to print in the RECORD as a 
portion of the debates an argument in favor of the bill (H. R. No. 
2272) for the settlement of the accounts of certain States for moneys 
expended in the war of 1812. [See Appendix. } 

SUPPLIES FOR INDIAN TRIBES. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, by unanimous consent, laid before the 
House a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, relative to the de- 
ficiency estimates for the issue of supplies to certain Indian tribes ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

FORT ASSINIBOINE. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of War, recommending an appropriation for Fort Assini- 
boine; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

PURCHASE OF TELEGRAPH LINES. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House the follow- 
ing communications; which were severally referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations : 

A letter from the Secretary of War, recommending the purchase of 
the Cheyenne and Black Hills telegraph line; and 

A letter from the Secretary of War relative to the purchase of the 
Cheyenne and Black Hills telegraph line and the construction of tel- 
egraph lines in Oregon and in Washington Territory. 

FREE BRIDGE ACROSS THE POTOMAC. 


Mr. KLOTZ, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
7105) relating to the acqueduct of the Alexandria Canal Company, 
at Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, and to provide a free 
bridge across the Potomac River on the piers of said acqueduct; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
SEED CANE. 

Mr. KING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 7106) 
appropriating $20,000 for the purchase and distribution of seed cane; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion of Mr. Cox was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
four o’clock and forty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and other papers were laid on the Clerk’s 
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr, WILLIAM ALDRICH: The petition of C. Feustel and others, 
of Genevaand Chicago, Illinois, for the reduction of the tax on cigars— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of citizens of Kansas, ex-soldiers, 
against the passage of the sixty-surgeons pension bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BACHMAN: The petition of 16 citizens of Pennsylvania, 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of 33 citizens of Pembina County, 
Dakota Territory, for the division of that Territory on the forty-sixth 
degree of north latitude, the organization of the north half into a 
Territory, and the admission of the south half as a State—to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of R. W. Pratt and other soldiers of 
New Vineyard, Maine, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr GEDDES: The petition of Charles Horn and others, of 
Mansfield, Ohio, for a reduction of the tax on cigars—to the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of citizens of Evansdale, Indiana, 
for the reduction of the duty on salt—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of soldiers of Pikeville, Indiana, against the pas- 
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sage of the sixty-surgeons pension bill 


Pensions. 

By Mr. HOU! 
passage of the 
Geddes bill—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HOUSE: Resolutionof the T 
asking the continuance of the National Boar« 
mittee on the origin, pre’ 
eases in the United States 

By Mr. JOYCE: The petiti 
be granted Alfr M. \ 
Pensions 


Also, the petition 
the same committee. 
By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition « 
citizens of New York, against the 
sion bill—to the same commit 
By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of 
States, for the passage of the E 
Committee Ways and Means. 
By Mr. EDWARD L. MARTIN: 
and others, for the passage of a 
to the Committee on Commerce 
Also, the petition of C. Gundy brown 
the patent laws—to the Committee on P 
Also, the petition C. Gundy Brown 
missioner of Agriculture madeaC 
Agriculture 
petition ot C, Gui dy 
law—to the Com: 
=: 
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NAVAL APPROPRIATION 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the the action of the 
House of Representatives on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. No. 6969) making appropriations for the naval service for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes. 
On motion of Mr. WINDOM, is was 
Resolved, That the Senate insist on its amendments disagreed to by the House 


of Representatives, and ask a conference with the House on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses thereon 
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INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

» VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate thy 
House of Representatives on the amendments of the 
bill (H. R. No. 67 making appropriations for the curre; 
tingent expenses of the Indis m Department, and for fult lin 
stipulations with the various Indian tribes, for the 
30, 1882, and for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. WALLACE, 
: Resolved, That the Senate insist 
lepresent and a 
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srees 
LS REFERRED. 
2 confirm a certain private 
the Territory of New Mexico was read twice 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
The bill (H. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to provi 
expenses of the government of the District of Columbia fi 
year ending June 30, 1832, and for other purposes, was read ty 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
The joint resolution (H. R 372) authorizing the Pab 
to print the United States Fish Com 
discoveries in regard to fish culture was reat 
referred to the Committee on P ane 
The joint resolution (H. R. to provide for } 
edition of Hayden’s Atlas of C olorado was read by its tith 
Mr. ANTHONY. That joint resolution, I believe, is in to 


like one passed by the Senate last week. I ask 


HOUSE BIL 


The bill (H. R. No. 6729) to la 
S title,a 


bv it 


. No. 


re ports of 


LmMissioner 


i twice | 


ur it 
yi 


No. O35 ) ru 


that it } 
its passage. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
The VICE 
The joint 


Committee 


I object. 
1-PRESIDENT. Objection is made. 
resolution was read the second time, and r 
on Printing. 

EXECUTIVE 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


COMMUNICATIONS, 
laid before the Senate a le 
ary of the Interior, transmitting copies of letters fro 
Miles and Hunt, of the Cheyenne and Arapaho, an nd Ki 
manche, and Wichita agencies, Indian Territory, respectively, 
nection with the deficiency estimate transmitted in his letter : 
2ist ultimo; which was referred to the Committee on Appropr 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from th 
of War, transmitting a communication from the Chief Signa 
recommending an appropriation for the purchase of the Ch 
and Black Hills Telegraph Company’s line; which was referr 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the S 
of War, transmitting copies of papers relative to the al 
Camp Sheridan, Nebraska ; which was referred to the Committ 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of 

ransmitting a communication from Genera! A. H. Terr 

ing the Department of Dakota, asking an additional approp 
of $45,000 to complete the post of Fort Assinaboine, in Montar 
ritory ; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriati ms. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of Wa 
transmitting, in compliance with section 232 of the Revised Statat 
an abstract of the militia force of the United States: bt 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a letter from t! 


The + 


Secret 


‘Ss 


e@Sé 


} 


Vs ‘ ul 


whit 


ile 
War, transmitting the memorial of Alanson M. Randol, ca| 
Artille ry, brevet colonel United States ora , remonstratu 
the passage of the bills to restore to the Army William 
and Dunbar R. Ransom, late captains Third Artillery: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. KERNAN presented the memorial of C. H. Hull a 
Union soldiers, of New York, remonstrating against f! 
| the bill (S. No. 496) pr oviding for the examination and 
| of pension claims and the amendments thereto ; whic! 
to lie on the table. 
Mr. PENDLETON presented the petition of T, E. Hoyt ane - 
of Ashtabula, Ohio, praying for the passage of the amendmen 
ported by the Committee on Pensions to the bill (S. No. 490 ot 
| ing for the examination and adjudication of pension ¢ laims; WI 
was ordered to lie on the table. s 
He also presented the petition of the Trades and Labor Assel 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the passage of the joint resolate 
| (H. R. No. 239) to provide for the enforcement of the eight-hou ur law 
' which was ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr SAUNDERS. I present the petition of Mrs. Louise “J. Correll, 
Mrs Mary Converse, and some 64 others, praying Congres . to remove 
ue coal disabilities imposed by the law-makers of the General Gov- 
ie heat in depriving them of their inherent right of suffrage. The 
Ne eeeas also ask the Senate to appoint a standing or select com- 
r sttee, tO whom papers relating to women’s rights may be referred. 
tn the absence of any such committee, I move that the petition be re- 
+ rod to the Committee on Rules, to whom, I believe, a resolution 
S na referred the other day on this same subject, and I hope we shall 
havea reportonit. = a ' 

” The VICE-PRESIDENT. Similar petitions have heretofore gone 
+, the Committee on the J udiciary. 

Wr, SAUNDERS. I have no objection to the reference to that com- 
7 The reason why I suggested a reference to the Committee on 
Rules is because a resolution for the appointment of a committee on 
this subject was referred to that committee. Letit take the same 
-ourse that has been adopted in reference to such petitions heretofore. 
~The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the Com- 
nittee on the Judiciary. ; ; bak 

” Mr. MCDONALD presented the memorial of John R. Carr and other 
citizens of Rushville, Indiana, surviving soldiers of the war for the 
(nion, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S, No. 496) pro- 
viding for the examination and adjudication of pension claims, and 
the amendmente thereto; which was ordered to lie on the table. ; 

“Mr. McMILLAN presented a resolution of the Legislature of Min- 
nesota, in favor of an appropriation for the construction of locks and 
dams at Goose Rapids on the Red River; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. _ . Pe 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Stillwater, Minnesota, 
praying for an appropriation of $1,000,000 to be expended during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, for the improvement of the Missis- 
sippi River, one-half of said amount to be used from Saint Paul to 
the Des Moines Rapids, and the remaining half from the Des Moines 
Rapids to the mouth of the Illinois River, all to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of War; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Improvement of the Mississippi River and its Tribu- 


taries. 


mittee. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 2044) granting a pensien to Martha J. Por- 
ter, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 859) to authorize the claimants 
to certain lands in Los Angeles County, California, to submit their 
claims to the United States district court for that State for adjudica- 
tion, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam instructed by the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to facilitate the refund- 
ing of the national debt, to report it with amendments. I will take 
leave to ask the attention of the Senate to this bill as soon asit shall 
be printed, because in view not only of the importance of the subject 
but of the necessity for prompt action upon it, I propose to callit up 
for the consideration of the Senate at an early day, next week—as 
early as possible. 

Mr. GROOME, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 8) granting a pension to Elizabeth T, Winder, 
submitted an adverse reportthereon ; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 2052) for the relief of Alfred E. 
Jaques, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PLATT, The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 3772) granting a pension to Samuel Burwell, have 
directed me to report it adversely. At the request of a member of 
the committee, I ask that the bill be placed upon the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed upon the Calen- 
dar with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. CALL, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No, 1673) granting a pension to Leonhard Weber, reported 
it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am instructed by the Committee on Pensions, to 


whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 788) for the relief of James J. | 


Ferris, to submit an adverse report thereon. In order to guard against 

aly misapprehension upon the part of the applicant, I will say that 

this bill is adversely reported for the reason that the Pension Depart- 

ment has since taken action on the matter. 

_ The report was ordered to be printed, and the bill was postponed 

indefinitely. ; 

ana PENDLETON. I am instructed by the Select Committee on 

k e bill (S. No, 227) to provide that the principal officer of each of the 

-Xxecutive ee may occupy a seat on the floor of the Senate 

and House of Representatives, to report the bill with an amendment. 

ee hotice that I shall, at a convenient time and as soon as possi- 
% call up the bill for discussion. 

a t. VANCE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
erred the bill (S. No, 881) for the relief of Judson S. Post, submit- 
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ted an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and 
the bill was postponed indefinitely. 


NATIONAL MUSEUM. 


Mr. MORRILL. I am directed by the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 7098) 
making an appropriation for the flooring of the National Museum, to 
report it without amendment. The bill has already passed the House, 
and I desire that it may be read, and I ask for its immediate consid- 
eration. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Let the bill be read for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say that this bill should have been consid- 
ered yesterday. It is important to have its immediate consideration 
because, although the sum appropriated is no more than will be re- 
quired for putting tiles in the Museum, it is thought to be exceed- 
ingly desirable that the bill should pass now, in order that a certain 
portion of the building may be available for the 4th of March. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I recognize the necessity for im- 
mediate action, and therefore do not object, but I should like to ask 
the Senator if this appropriation covers the entire expense for tiling 
the museum? 

Mr. MORRILL. Iso understand it. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded tv ¢ msider the bill. It appropriates $26,000 to place a 
flooring of marble and encaustic tiles in the large halls of the Na- 
tional Museum building, to be expended according to the plans and 
under the direction of the building commission of the Board of Re- 
gents of the Smithsonian Institution, under whose supervision the 
museum has been constructed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I noticed from the reading of the 
bill that it provides for only one room, which is a large part of the 
building. I do not know why there should be two parts of the ap- 
propriation. I ask the Senator how that is? 

Mr. MORRILL. I must say that I have not made particular in- 
quiries as to that. A portion of the building, I understand, is to be 
covered with a pine floor or concrete. This appropriation is all that 
is asked for, and it is all that I know anything about. 

Mr. WITHERS. I will state to the Senator from West Virginia, 
with the permission of the Senator from Vermont, that this is de- 
signed simply to provide a paving for the central hall of the museum 
building. Other portions of it are to be floored with plank. The cen- 
tral building is now completed with a flooring merely according to the 
original plan. It is designed to pave it with marble and tiles. That 
is the whole of it. 

Mr. MORRILL. And if the bill passes to-day, I understand there 
is some chance for the completion of the flooring in time for the 
inauguration. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HAYDEN’S ATLAS OF COLORADO. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iam directed by the Committee on Printing, to 
which was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 338) to provide for 
publishing an edition of Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado, to report it 
without amendment and recommend its passage. I ask for its pres- 
ent consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CIVIL SERVICE. 

Mr. VEST. I am instructed by the Select Committee to examine 
the several branches of the Civil Service to submit an amendment to 
be proposed to the general appropriation bill. I move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations and printed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear it read. 

The Chief Clerk read the proposed amendment, as follows: 

The sum of $25,000 is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated to enable the President to execute the provisions of sec- 
tion 1753 of the Revised Statutes for the promotion of efficiency in the different 
branches of the civil service. 

Ths amendment was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PLATT asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2152) granting a pension to Phebe W. Ross; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. COCKRELL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 2153) relinquishing the right of the United 
States to an island therein named; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. EATON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 151) directing the Secretary of 
State to withhold payment of certain Mexican awards; which was 
read the first time by its title. 

Mr. EATON. I desire the joint resolution to be read at length. 
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The joint resolution was read the second time at length, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Con- 
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gress assembled, First. That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby, directed to | 


withhold any further distribution of the sams of money paid to the Government of 
the United States by the Government of Mexico under the convention of July 4, 
1868, between the two said governments, so far as the same are applicable to the 
claims of Benjamin Weil and La Abra Silver Mining Company, allowed by the 


+ 


ommission organized to carry said convention into eflect, until the further action 
of Congress. 

Second. That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby, directed to invest so much 
of the money as is applicable to the claims mentioned in the preceding section in 
bonds of the United States bearing the lowest rate of interest, which, with the 
accumulation thereof, shall be held in trust to answer such further disposition of 
the same as Congress may direct to be made, or suc h further proceedings as may 
be had by the two said governments in the premises. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. EATON. No,I do not wish a reference. I wish to say one 
word. I have received information which I regard as reliable, that 
these two claims are absolutely frauds upon the Government of 
Mexico. Installments have already been paid on those claims. There 
is movey now in the hands of the Secretary of State for distribution, 
and I am informed that certain installments will be called for next 
week. Therefore, if my opinion be correct with regard to the fact 
that these claims are fraudulent, the joint resolution ought to pass, 
and the money ought to be withheld until further action, and placed 
n securities of the United States to await the further action of Con- 
gress. Ishould be glad to have the joint resolution acted upon to-day. 
However, I shall not ask for action now, but let it be printed. and I 
shall call it up to-morrow during the morning hour. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be printed and 
ie on the table subject to the call of the Senator from Connecticut. 

POST-ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. HARRIS and Mr. JONAS submitted amendments intended to | 
be proposed by them to the bill (H. R. No. 7036) to establish post- | 
routes; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and | 


Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEoRGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 
No. 5097) appropriating money toward the expense to be incurred in 


the centennial celebration of the battle on Groton Heights, and for | 


| expedition. 





other purposes; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


STEAMER JEANNETTE. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I desire to call up for consideration the bill 
S. No. 2131) appropriating money, to be used under the direction of 


; » Nawv » > "ncar o gearTe Por 5s ster > 2an- | n : s v 
the Nav y De partment, to prosecute a sear h for the steamer Jean | men required to man her will be butabout thirty, (30,) while not less than one 


nette, of the Arctic exploring expedition. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. McPHERSON. It will not take more than ten minutes to dis- 
pose of the bill, and I say to the Senator from Missouri that it stands 
entirely alone with respect to its weight for consideration. I hope 
no Senator will object to its being considered now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- 
eration of the bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. [I call for the regular order, if the morning busi- 
ness is through. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I shall ask, then, the indulgence of the Senate 
for a vote to take up the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from New Jersey, that the pending order, being the consider- 
ation of the Calendar of General Orders under the standing order of 
the day, be pestponed in order that the bill indicated may now be 
considered. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I think I can make it perfectly clear when the 
ill is brought before the Senate that it is one entitled to immediate 
consideration by the Senate. 

Mr. MCDONALD. What is the bill? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported by title. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read at length. 

he Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I wish simply to state before the motion is put 
to the Senate that it seems to me as though the Senate could scarcely 
ifford to delay action upon a measure so important and humane as 
this. The vessel Jeannette, which was purchased, repaired, and fitted 
out by Mr. James Gordon Bennett, whose progressive spirit in all 
things is entitled to all commendation, has not been seen since the 


2d day of September, 1°79. Grave doubts are entertained as to her | 
safety. A call has been made upon the Government for succor, for | 


some vessel to be equipped and sent to the Arctic regions for the pur- 
pose of discovering whether the Jeannette is in need of aid or not. 
I think the experience of the past fully demonstrates that it is theduty 
of this Government to provide relief for those people if they are in a 


suffering condition. We should remember that in the case of Sir | 


John Franklin’s expedition an appeal was made to the people of this 


country forvrelief one year before the first expedition to relieve the | 


exploring party sailed. If that relief had been granted when the ap- 
peal was first made it would have saved, perhaps, two hundred lives, 
but the relief was not granted in time, and the consequences we all 
know. 
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I do not believe there is a single Senator in this body Ww 
refuse an appropriation of money for so meritorious ani 
object ; and unless this action be taken immediately j 
possible for the bill to be passed by the House and ¢ 
needed, perhaps, accorded to this expedition. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of thes 
ator from New Jersey, that the pending order be postponed 0 Sen- 
that the bill named by him may now be considered. = 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Jersey moves+) 
the Senate now proceed to the consideration of the bill named, — 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee , ft} 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 2131) appro oh ti 
money, to be used under the direction of the Navy Department wt 
prosecute a search for the steamer Jeannette of the Arctic explor} . 


ho would 
1 humane an 
C will be im. 
the aid go muc] 


hg 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill is reported from the 
on Naval Affairs with an amendment, which will be read. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I shall offer an amendment as a substitute for 
the bill, and therefore the amendment reported by the committee will 
be entirely unnecessary. I desire to state to the Senate that the bill 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs and was reported 
back by that committee favorably to the Senate, appropriating $100 p09 
as the sum deemed to be necessary by the Navy Department tg ¢; 
out a vessel of war. The vessel designated by the Department Fe 
the Wachusett, now in the Pacific Ocean. That vessel could rea: 
San Francisco and could probably be refitted, repaired, strengthened 
&c., to do all the necessary work upon this expedition, for the enw 
of about one hundred thousand dollars. That was the estimate of 
the Department, and the estimates are here, included in a commur ‘ 
cation sent by the Secretary of the Navy and addressed to mysel; 
which I should like the Secretary to read. =— 
The Chief Clerk read as follows : 


Jommittee 


ach 


Navy Department 
Washington, February 4, 1881 
Sir: I havethe honor to forward the accompanying estimates of the cost o 
a vessel for arctic search for the Jeannette and lost whalers. 
If the Wachusett be selected she will require in— 
LE PUNNINND : ccdancancnd.nkedsnees MAAR Re ANiN Set ne dacs SGeckn ee 
ee tice i cana eKeten sacs hnegun cahter pgabeacisekh dies cece 10, 00 
nL, Unisys wae boehneskanbaabukevedskbeans cdnededcucs cs 52, 0 
Equipment and contingencies ......-...22.--.2.-sse06 PeueRe coenenscescses 1s, 000 


f fitting 


10 


If a whaler be purchased, as is recommended, this amount would have to jx 


| creased to cover probable cost ; and to prepare her for a more thorough search t! 
| can be made by a vessel of war under the most favorable circumstances, there wi 


be required $175,000. 
The Navy Department recommends the purchase of a whaler, as the number of 





| dred and twenty (120) will be requisite for the Wachusett, thus quadrupling the 
| risk of loss. The Wachusett is also too large and unmanageable in ice for the pur 





| pose, and will not be so efficient. She wil! probably be a loss to the Navy and ca 


»e illy spared ; while the purchased vessel can be either sold or retained as a useful 
addition to the Navy. 

A similar vessel, the Tigress, was purchased in 1873, to search for the crey 
the Polaris, at a cost of $60,000, and $22,000 were expended in preparing her for the 
purpose, not including any outfits, aud was resold to same owners. 

Respectfully, &c., 
N. GOFF, J 
Secretary of the Nav 
Hon. J. R. MCPHERSON, 
Chairman Naval Oommittee, United States Senate. 


Mr. McCPHERSON. The bill considered by the Naval Committee 
and reported back is the bill that has been read by the Secretary, 
appropriating $100,000. It was the intention at that time to fit out 
this particular vessel, which could be done at an expenditure of about 
one hundred thousand dollars; but upon consideration the risk was 
deemed to be a greater one than was necessary or expedient, The 
Wachusett is worth about three hundred thousand dollars. The cost 


| of fitting her out will amount to $100,000 more; so that in reality 
| we would place at the risk of the perils of arctic navigation a vessel 


worth about four hundred thousand dollars. The vessel is too long 
and too unwieldy for arctic service ; would require a great deal of 
strengthening, and perhaps would be injured by the ice-floes of the 
arctic seas. There are other vessels now on the Pacific coast, one o! 
them a vessel named the Mary and Helen which has been constructed 
in Bath, Maine. A description of that vessel has also been furnished 
me by the Department. The vessel is one hundred and forty-four 
feet long, has thirty-one feet beam and sixteen and a half feet depth. 
The capacity for coal in bunkers is one hundred and fifty tons, an¢ 
in the hold one hundred and fifty tons more can be stowed away. 
It is solid from the stem twenty-four feet aft; the sides are thirty: 
three inches in thickness, including the sheathing; and it steauls 
eight knots per hour on four tons of coal per day. It works remars- 
ably well under sail, and the propeller is about double the usua 
weight in order to resist the ice. The memorandum of the Secretar) 
of the Navy in regard to these steam-whalers says further: 

One of these vessels, the Mary and Helen, is in San Francisco at the present 
time. Another one, the Belvidere, left New Bedford, on the 17th of August ‘45 
for the Sandwich Islands, and is probably there now. : 

These vessels have been built under the direction of men of thirty yea 
experience, and there are no better vessels for arctic work than these. 

The Navy Department upon reconsidering the case have decided to 
recommend that one of these vessels be purchased, and be fitted out, 


rs’ arctic 
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and repaired at an expense not to exceed $75,000 in addition to the 
yr sal cost. I understand these vessels have cost the company 
- ‘whose orders they were built for the purpose of engaging in 
ce naling business in the arctic regions about eighty thousand 
a 308 ninety thousand dollars. They ask the Government $100,000 
eee vessel. TWo of them now on the way are entirely new ves- 
sls, and the one at San Francisco is comparatively new, having seen 
only one year’s service. 

“This vessel if purchased by the Government could very easily be 

id to the same company for the like service perhaps for a sum of 
— “y approximating its cost. So in reality, that is, provided no ac- 
vaent or catastrophe should happen, the entire expense ultimately 
ae Government will not be an expenditure greater than $75,000 
o 100 000, I therefore move on behalf of the committee, although 
caieah consultation with its members, because I have not had time 
‘ie so, an amendment adopting the view taken by the Navy De- 
sartment. 1 move to strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
jill, and to insert by way of amendment the following: 

“hat the sum of $175,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be and is 

7 -opriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
a Poe plied under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy to the immedi- 
ee cr purchase, equipment, and supply of a vessel in the prosecution of a 
vvreh for the steamer Jeannette, of the arctic exploring expedition, and such 
- vessels af Inay be found to need assistance during said cruise. 

| desire to say further that there are two whaling vessels that are 
supposed to be in distress somewhere in the Arctic Sea. Last summer 
the revenue steamer Corwin, under command of Captain Hooper, was 
sept to the Arctic regions in search of the whalers, and also to render 
«uch aid asmight be needed to the Jeannette. Captain Hooper cruised 
around for several months, but his cruise was unsuccessful. He was 
forced to return without even having discovered any trace either of 
the whalers or of the Jeannette. The Jeannette was last seen in the 
vicinity of Wrangel’s Land, and the floes of ice and the storms were 
so great in that region during the time she was making her cruise 
that it was almost impossible, in fact impossible, for her to reach 
Wrangel’s Land owing to her insufliciency of strength and power to 
go through the ice. 

Therefore it is proposed to adopt the recommendation of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy and purchase one of the whaling ships, fit her 
out with all the necessary appliances, to go in quest of not only the 
crew ot the lost whalers but also of the Jeannette. In case the Jean- 
nette should be found not to be in a distressed condition it certainly 
vould be to the interest of the project that some relief be granted 
er, She will need additional coal; she will need additional sup- 
plies of fresh provisions. The maimed and the sickly upon board 
that vessel could be removed and supplied by other and stronger men, 

ud the project itself would be humane in its start, and, while in 
the interest of humanity, it would perhaps result greatly to the 
interest of science. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I would suggest to the Senator from New Jersey 
that the language “in a prosecution of a search” is perhaps not 
quite adequate in strict law. What we wish to do is not only to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to expend this money, but to au- 
thorize him to send this vessel forth with his officers and men, I 
suppose. Therefore, I think we ought to say instead of ‘in the pros- 
ecution,” “for the prosecution of such a search which the Secretary 
of the Navy is hereby authorized to undertake” so as to make it 
clear. Probably it will be construed that way now; but in legislat- 
ing itis well enough to have the language perfectly clear. I sug- 
gest that merely. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. I considered that the language of the amend- 
ment covered the idea entirely, but I will accept the modification 
suggested by the Senator from Vermont. 

lhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be so modified. 
Mr EDMUNDS. That will make it perfectly clear at any rate so 
that there will not be any haggling about it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
te Senator from New Jersey as modified. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall vote for this amendment, and as at pres- 
ent advised, I shall vote for this bill; but I wish to say that I think, 
whenever I have been present in the Senate when original expeditions 
dave been provided for, or aided, I have always voted against them 
‘or experience has proved in the civilized history of mankind that 
~* constant warfare against the north pole which civilized nations 
ve undertaking from time to time is a losing warfare on every oc- 
“sion, losing in all respects, and that that quantum which is gained 

» Science is entirely outweighed by the suffering and loss of life 
\.btoperty (if loss of property can be named in connection with loss 
on by whoever undertakes it. But we did authorize and con- 
| .@ to in one way and another the sending out of the Jeannette, 
re ae Iam perfectly willing to vote to have a search made 
be to. me of the difficulty which it was morally certain she would 
meal which it is almost equally certain that this vessel, if she 
the ag pnfortanste craft to where she may be, if she is above 
ninety-nine hen” seas anywhere with her officers and crew, stands 
' n icoand oe one hundred of being ingulfed and beset in 
entered y om a further efforts to extricate her. But we have 
run the og : ¢ affair, and I am willing as at present advised, to 
We get th of trying to get at it once more, and I hope that when 

em if we happily can, we shall be a little cautious about 


en ; : a 
‘ouraging any such fruitless and destructive expeditions. 


Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, lam glad to hear the Senator 
from Vermont propose to vote for the passage of this bill: but I 
must say that I quite disagree with him in respect to what I think 
should be the pol'cy of this Government in regard to arctic explor- 
ing expeditions. So long as the American people exist and the north 
pole remains undiscovered, we shall have enterprising and progres - 
sive spirits, like Mr. James Gordon Bennett, who will be seeking to 
find it; and unlike the honorable Senator from Vermont, I expect to 
live long enough yet to see a Polaris edition of the New York Herald 
published at the north pole, and I hope this vessel to be sent out in 
search of the Jeannette will so strengthen and support her that she 
may be able to reach that desired spot. The north pole will proba- 
bly be of no more value, when found, to Mr. Bennett than it will be 
to the Senator from Vermont, therefore his noble yet disinterested 
endeavor to find it is entitled to and will receive the gratitude of all 
men. Mr. Bennett has generously given every dollar of money 
needed to fit out the most perfect expedition which has yet been 
launched for the discovery of the yet hidden mysteries which sur- 
round the pole; and, for myself, I propose to meet his efforts in the 
same liberal spirit which has characterized his action in all he has 
done in support of this great enterprise. 

And, sir, when we come to consider the experience of the past with 
——_ to our polar excursions or expeditions, we find that the loss 
of life has been comparatively small, the percentage of loss of life 
very small in proportion to those who have engaged in these enter- 
prises. The first expedition started out under Grinnell consisted of 
two brigs, the Advance and the Rescue. They sailed northward un- 
til they encountered floes of ice, were frozen in the ice, and floated 
to the seventy-fifth degree of north latitude and back again south- 
erly to the sixty-fifth degree while confined and tied up in icebergs. 
Daring that entire period there was scarcely any loss of life ; the ves- 
sels became released by reason of the active efforts of those on board 
by sawing and wedging and the action of the sun, and when they 
were relieved they started back again upon their cruise. 

The second Grinnell expedition, consisting of the Advance alone, 
was finally abandoned in the northern seas, and her crew started over 
land by a long and tedious trip and were finally rescued by Captain 
Hartstein’s expedition. That was a relief expedition, sent out for 
the purpose, whereas, if no relief had been sent, the probability is 
that the crew of that vessel would have perished. 

We all remember the Resolute, which was a part of the Sir Edward 
Belcher exedition to the arctic seas, a part of his fleet of five vessels. 
She encountered ice-floes, and was confined in a cake of ice from 1853 
till 1855, having been abandoned by her crew, and floated over twelve 
hundred miles. In 1855 she was discovered and released from her 
perilous condition ; she was brought safely into port, was repaired, 
and presented to the English Government, she having been a part of 
the expedition which was fitted out in Great Britain. 

I think the experience of the past fally demonstrates that it is pos- 
sible to reach the north pole by some means, and I believe it appears 
to be the opinion of scientific men generally that the route adopted 
by Mr. Bennett—namely, by way of Behring Straits—is the one 
through which we shall eventually reach the pole, as what are called 
the Japanese currents are all tending toward the pole, while by the 
Baftin’s Bay route, the one heretofore pursued by all expeditions, the 
current is outwardly. 

I trust and believe that the enterprise of the American people will 
eventually find the pole, and give us the benefit of the astronomical, 
meteorological, and geological surveys that they may there be able to 
make, which I think will be of vast benefit to the people of the world. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from New Jersey as modified. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 5097) appropriating money toward the expense 
to be incurred in the centennial celebration of the battle of Groton 
Heights, and for other purposes, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

GENERAL U. 8. GRANT. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to call up Senate bill No. 1992, and I move 
that the present and all prior orders be postponed temporarily for 
that purpose. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois moves that 
the pending order, being the consideration of the Calendar of Gen- 
eral Orders under the standing order of the day, be postponed. 

Mr. INGALLS. It has been postponed already, I understand. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. For the consideration of one bill just 
passed. 

Mr. INGALLS. That could not be done. 
generally or not at all. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It was postponed, but the Senator stated 
his object to be for the consideration of the bill just passed. 

Mr. INGALLS. That could not control the action of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit the question on 
the motion of the Senator from Illinois. 


It had to be postponed 
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Mr. COCKRELL. 
the question. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. As many as favor the motion of the 
Senator from Illinois will say “ay.” [Putting the question. | 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the bill be reported by its title, so that we may 
know what it is. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be reported. 

The Curer CLERK. A bill (S. No. 1992) to place Ulysses 8. Grant, 
late General and ex-President of the United States, upon the retired 
list of the Army. 

The yeas and nays were taken. ' 

Mr. WALLACE, (after having voted in the negative.) I withdraw 
my vote. I am paired with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Penn- 
sylvania. ] 

“Mr. HAMLIN. When my name was called I did not vote as the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Ransom, ] with whom I was paired, 
He has since come in and voted, and therefore 





I call for the regular order, and that will test 


vas out of his seat. 
I vote “ yea.” 

Mr. PLUMB. On this question I am paired with the Senator from 

New Jersey, [Mr. RANDOLPH, ] who was called away from the Senate 
yesterday. If he were present I should vote “ yea.” 
" Mr. TELLER. Iam paired on all political questions with the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, [Mr. BRowN, ] and the Senator from Georgia, who 
is present, [Mr. Hitt, ] considers this a political question, and there- 
fore I refrain from voting. If the Senator from Georgia [Mr. BRowN] 
were here I should vote “ vea.” 

Mr. BAILEY, (after having voted in the negative.) I voted inad- 
vertently. I am paired with the Senator from Nebraska, [Mr. Pap- 
pock.] I therefore withdraw my vote. 

Mr. BALDWIN. My colleague [Mr. FERRY] is paired on all polit- 
ical questions—and this seems to have been made a political ques- 
tion—with the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Maxry.] If my colleague 
were present, he would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. EATON, (after having voted in the negative.) I was paired 
with the Senator from New York [Mr. CONKLING] for yesterday ; but 
he seems not to be in his seat, and therefore I withdraw my vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) The vote 
will be withdrawn. 

Mr. LAMAR. Iwas not in when the roll-call was made. 
like to say just a word. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
no objection. 

Mr. LAMAR. I am willing to consider this bill, but I think other 
matters more important are pressing, and therefore I vote “ nay.” 

Mr. BAILEY. An arrangement has been made by which my pair 
has been transferred to the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB, ] and 
the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. RANDOLPH] is paired with the Sen- 
ator from Nebraska, [Mr. Pappock.] I vote “ nay.” 

Mr. PLUMB. Then I shall vote “ yea.” 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 30; as follows: 


YEAS—26. 


Ishould 


The Senator will proceed if there be 


Allison, Davis of Illinois, Ingalls Platt 
Anthony, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Plumb 
Baldwin, Edmunds Kellogg, Rollins, 
Blair, Hamlin, Kirkwood Saunders, 
Booth, Hill of Colorado, Logan, Windom 
jurnside, Hill of Georgia, MeMillan 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar Morril! 
NAYS—30. 

Bailey, Groome Lamar, Vance 
Bayard, Grover, McDonald Vest 
Beck, Hampton Morgan Walker 
Butler, Harris, Pendleton Whyte, 
Call, Hereford, Pagh, Williams 
Coke, Jonas Ransom Withers. 
Farley, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury 
Garland, Kernan Slater 

ABSENT—20. 
Blaine, Cockrell Johnston, Sharon 
Brown, Conkling McPherson, Teller 
Bruce, Davis of W. Va., Maxey, Thurman 
Cameron of Pa., Eaton Paddock Voorhees, 
Carpenter, Ferry Randolph, Wallace. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to call up Senate joint resolution No. 140, 
which was reported back by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads yesterday, in regard to the extension of the franking privi- 
lege. The resolution was up in the Senate before, referred to the 
committee, and reported back without amendment ; and I should be 
very glad, if there is no necessity for any discussion upon it, if the 
Senate would take it up and have action on it. I ask that it be 
taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois asks con- 
sent to take up the resolution he has indicated. Is there ebjection ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order is the asking for 
consent. The Chair understands the call of the Senator from Mis- 
souri as in the nature of an objection. 
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Mr. INGALLS. The regular order has been laid aside by a «q. 
the Senate; and it is in order for the Senator from Illinois ra Ove of 
this resolution or any other without asking anybody's consen: _ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that th 
tom of the Senate is, when the Calendar is laid aside for « 
purpose announced, after that matter has been disposed of 7 ae 7 
endar revives; and the Chair understood that to be prac tical a 
ruling of the Vice-President just now when after the suggestion » 
made by the Senator from Kansas the Vice-President stil} submit 
a motion to lay aside the pending order to the Senate which ha. t 
negatived. * 

Mr. INGALLS. I did not understand the Vice-President to ge 
that. The Senator from New Jersey asked unanimous conser; thar 
the pending order, which was the consideration of cases on a. Ca) 
endar under the Anthony rule, might be informally side | 
enable him to take up the Jeannette relief bill. The regula; 
was called for ; objection was made, and the question was subn tte 
to the Senate whether the pending order should be laid aside oy ».» 
and decided in the affirmative ; and whatever the motive of the g 
ator from New Jersey might have been, that could not contro} + 
action of the Senate. The pending order was laid aside, the pe 
bill was considered ; and now I submit respectfully that the Senaty, 
from Illinois is in order in moving this resolution, and the Senaty, 
from Missouri cannot call for the regular order because it hag hoo 
laid aside by the vote of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would remind the Senoroy 
from Kansas that although the suggestion which he has now jad. 
was made, the Vice-President proceeded to put the question on the 
motion of the Senator from Illinois to lay aside the pending orde; 
the second time, which has just been voted on. The Chair wil! sy 
mit to the Senate the question. 

Mr. INGALLS. Will the Chair indulge me one moment? [f + 
ruling of the Chair is correct, I voted under a misapprehension ] 
understood that the question was upon taking up the bill to place 
General Grant upon the retired list, and not on laying aside th 
order. Iso voted, and I think that was the understanding of th; 
Senate that we were voting directly upon the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. If the parliamentary view of the Senator from 
Kansas is correct, it would require a vote of the Senate to restore th 
regularorder. Ihave never known that. If the regular order, though 
laid aside for a special purpose, is laid aside for the day, we cannot 
of course resume the regular order without a vote of the Senare 

Mr. INGALLS. Of course not. No parliamentary rule is better 
settled than that. 

Mr. LOGAN. Inasmuch as the Chair has made a ruling I will n 
the postponement of the present and all prior orders for the purpos 
of taking up this joint resolution. 

Mr. INGALLS. Before that motion is submitted I should 
be advised what the Journal says in regard to the last vote of the 
Senate that was taken. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does not understand that 
any ruling has been made by him. The Chair merely called the at 
tention of the Senator from Kansas for his consideration in reference 
to the point he was making to what the Chair understood to have been 
the course of proceeding of the Vice-President. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Chair does not understand me. 
what question the yeas and nays were last called. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. -The record so far as it be a record 
of yeas and nays of the Journal Clerk is: 


ias 


laid : 
1Al Aside t 








I asked upon 


On motion of Mr. LocAN to lay aside the pending orders, & 


That is the motion which the Chair understands to have been voted 
on. 

Mr. INGALLS. I did not intend to vote on that motion ; [thought 
I was voting to take up. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I simply wish to say that I voted a moment 
ago, and I was not aware that I was giving a vote the effect of which 
would be or might be to displace the pending order, the resolution of 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN] in relation to the electors. 
count. I would give no vote to displace that order. If I gave vor 
that might displace it, I did so under a misapprehension. ne 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not the pending order now, and wil! 1? 
be until half past one. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois moves! 
lay aside the pending order, indicating his purpose to be to move 
take up Senate joint resolution No. 140. 

Mr. LOGAN. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Now, will the Chair state the 
tion so that we may vote understandingly ? hat 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois [M Lo 
GAN] moves to lay aside the present and all pending orders, oe 
ing the purpose of his motion to be to move to take up the resolution 
in relation to the franking privilege. aoe 

Mr. TELLER. I want to know what the pending order 1s 9% 
I vote. Saul 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands the peas 
order to be the Calendar of General Orders. 

Mr. TELLER. All right. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
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nt : from Georgia [Mr. Brown] on political questions. As this 
ne to be taking that direction, I withhold my vote. 
result was announced—yeas 20, nays 34; as follows: 

ine —_ 
YEAS—2. 

Burnside, Hill of Colorado Legan. | 
pede Cameron of Wis., Hoar, MeMillan, | 
Anthe Davis of Illinois Ingalls, Morrill, 

Balaw Dawes, Kellogg, Platt 
Edmunds, Kirkwood Windom | 
NAYS—34. 
' Groome, Kernar Thurman, 
Be | Grover, Lamar, Vance 
aT Hampton McDonald, Vest, 
— Harris, McPherson, Walker 
Hereford Morgan, Wallace 
—" Hill of Georgia, Plumb Whyte, 
oe Ww. Va Johnston, Pugh Williams | 
9 Jonas Saulsbury 
x Jones of Florida, Slater 
ABSENT—22 

Conkling Paddock, Sharon 

Eaton Pendleton, Teller, | 

Ferry Randolph, Voorhees 

Hamlin, Ransom, Withers 

f Pa Jones of Nevada, Rollins 
Maxey Si 3 
Sy the motion Was not agreec. to. 
COUNT OF ELECTORAL VOTES. ° 
e PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of half-past one having | 


ed. the Senate resumes the 
f yesterday, being the resolution of the Senator from Alabama, 
MoRGAN, ] which will ber 
rhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 
i by the (the House of Representatives con curring,) That the Presi- 
f the Senate is not invested by the Constitution of the United States with 
ight to count the votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the 
4 States soas to determine what votes sball be received and counted or what 
1} 
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Intinyr ? 
1S resoinutrion : 
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Senate 


rejected, 
SIDING OFFICE 
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‘he question 
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n which the yeas and nays have been 
ere 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I infer from something that was 
hy some Senators last evening in regard to the fact that several 


% 
«J 


senators present in the Chamber did not vote on the passage of the 
esolution, or whatever the question then was, that it was supposed 


+ +) 


hose Senators had a purpose or intent to obstruct the action of 
e Senate. For one, I wish to disabuse the minds of Senators on 
ject, and to say that so far as I am concerned, and so far as 
I know as to others, any such impression is groundless. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I rise to a question of order. I 
ive no objection to the Senator from Vermont going on by unani- 
us consent; I am willing to consent for one; but the question ison 
passage of the resolution; the yeas and nays have been called; 

ne vote has been taken; members have answered to their names, 
and certainly no remarks are now in order except by unanimous con- 
sent, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont proceeds 
by unanimous consent, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I do not proceed by unanimous 

onsent, With great respect to my friend from Ohio and to the Chair. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; all the names that answered on the 
roll were called, and it turned out that there was no quorum of the 
Senate present for action. The call of the names of Senators, there- 
lore, entirely fell, and the Chair has restated the question as he ought 
to do, and stated that the yeas and nays have been ordered and they 
have to be taken from the beginning, and until the first name on the 
roll-call answers I am entitled to be heard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will submit the question 
to the Senate whether the Senator from Vermont is entitled to pro- 
eed, 

Mr. THURMAN. Then it is debatable. 
oi my point of order—I believe I am entitled to state it—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course it is open to debate. 

Mr. THURMAN, I wish to say that yesterday the yeas and nays 
were ordered ; the roll was called; Senators answered to their names; 
4quorum did not vote; and before anything further was done, ex- 
ept some little skirmishing, the Senate adjourned. The Senate could 
do nothing but call the roll or adjourn, if there was not a quorum. 
I do not forget a ruling—for I made it myself and was sustained by 
‘he Senate—that the fact that a quorum has not voted is not conclu- 
‘ive of the fact that a quorum is not present. 

_ here ¢an be no question that the Senate could not have gone on 
ast hight, because the only things that were in order, if there were 
= {uorum present, were to call the roll and enforce attendance, if 
the Senate saw fit toenforce it, ortoadjourn. The Senate adjourned. 
‘t may be that there is a difference because the Senate is now met on 
another day, and it is presumed that there is a quorum present or we 


} 





¢ should not be transacting business. That may raise some doubt 
about it. It may be that my point is not well taken on that ground; 
; and as I do not want to take up time, on the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator who has the resolution in charge, I withdraw the point of order. 
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consideration of the unfinished busi- | 
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ER, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the | The PRESIDING OFFICER. No objection being made, the Sen- 


ator from Vermont will proceed. 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I do not wish to proceed, no objec- 
tion being made; I wish to proceed as a matter of right and not by 
by unanimous consent. " 

Mr. THURMAN. I have withdrawn my point of order, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But the Chair submitted the question. I do not 
object to its being withdrawn, for I am sure my friend from Ohio on 


| a moment’s reflection will admit that it is untenable. 


Mr. THURMAN. I believe I can withdraw a point at any time be- 
fore the yeas and nays are ordered. I have withdrawn it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Chair has withdrawn the submission of 
the question to the Senate, I will address the Chair and begin again. 

The time may come, and I think it will before a great while, when 
it will be desirable for my friend from Ohio, and his political asso- 
ciates, not to endeavor to exert any very strong tyranny, by force of 
constructions of rules, over minorities. I stand up for the rights of 
minorities, as he generally does if he stands up for his party, as he 
does bravely; and it would be rather a new thing on principles of 
parliamentary law or on principles of justice, that a question having 
been put and the result announced showing that no action had been 
taken at all, and requiring a resubmission of the question to the Sen- 
ate when it should be in a condition to act, a Senator should not be 
entitled to speak, or to move amendments, or to do whatever under 
the general rules he would be entitled to do. I never heard of such 
a point before, and I doubt if I shall eves hear of it again. 

That being dismissed, Mr. President, I will proceed to state what I 
was about to state before. There seemed to be an impression last 
evening, that Senators who did not vote for or against this resolu- 
tion were resorting to what are called filibustering or obstructing 
tactics; and I was saying that so far as I am concerned, and so far 
as I know or believe, that was a false impression. I certainly—and 
I believe I can say so for every other Senator on this side of the 
Chamber—had no disposition to exert what sometimes may be aright 
and a duty, on this occasion, by any step which would tend to pre 
vent the Senate from coming toa vote in the ordinary way, after suit- 


| able discussion, and after trial of such amendments as Senators choose 


is, Will the Senate | 


to suggest. 


But I felt for myself, and I presume a good many other Senators 


| felt, that after we had asked of the gentleman in charge of this per- 





formance what was the object to be gained under existing cireum- 
stances, what was the danger to be averted under existing cireum- 
stances, and got no reply, and taking that in connection with the fact 
that differing from every other species of business before this body, 
this resolution had never been sent to any committee, had never been 
reported from any committee, but was, as is universally understood, 


the midnight work of a secret conclave—more or less secret I will 


| say—of the body of the people who have been undertaking to govern 


this country for the last four years in that way, there was good ground 
to be a little shy of leaping before we came to the stile, without going 
into any declarations, however true they might be, upon abstract 
questions, unless we went into the whole subject and covered it, and 
then covered it by the report of a committee that should agree in 
telling us precisely what the language meant, precisely what it im- 
plied, and precisely what implications should not be drawn from 
saying one thing and not saying another, when that other thing was 


part of the transaction referred to. 


In that state of the case, with my construction of this resolution, 
believing it to be a true statement as far as it goes, and therefore not 


| wishing to appear by any possible construction to deny it, I did not 


wish to vote against it. After what I have said also on the matters 
to which I have referred, I did not wish, and I do not wish and I do not 
intend, to vote for it, because I think I can see that by an,jingenious 
construction and considering the implications, these two Houses, if 
they agree to this resolution, are asserting what is tantamount to a 


| doctrine that does not appear on the face of this resolution correctly 


read as I think; but other Senators, a majority, may read it in a dif- 
ferent way and may raise out of it a crop of recognitions of powers 


i ; | neither regulated by statute nor rule that I do not propose to recog- 
I wish to say in support | 


nize just now. 

So I felt justified, as a Senator responsible to the people of the 
United States and to my immediate constituents that appoint me, in 
not voting either way upon the proposition, and for those reasons. 
And I remembered what a distinguished Senator, the chief and head 
rightly of the democratic party in this Chamber, had said on a former 
occasion when a similar question of not voting arose; and I think what 
he then said is my perfect justification upon sound ground of what I 
omitted to do last night, and I will ask leave to read it. 

This was on the 23d of February, 1871, in this body, when a repub- 
lican Senator who moved to proceed to the consideration of a bill pro- 
tecting the rights of citizens of the United States to vote for mem- 
bers of Congress and so on—that was the substance of the title, I do 
not read it with precision because I do not wish:to occupy time un- 
necessarily—and on the question of taking up that bill sundry Sena- 
tors failed to vote, and the Senate found itself without a quorum 
voting. Then the Senator who had charge of the bill and wished to 
take it up, said: 

Then I call the attention of the Senate and of the Chair to the rule which im- 
poses upon Senators present the obligation of voting, and in that connection I call 
attention to the fact that the honorable Senator from Ohio 
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Then in brackets, I sappose put in by the Reporter, comes the 
name 


(Mr. TnurMAN,} the honorable Senator from California, {Mr. Casserly,} the hon- 
orable Senator from Delaware, (Mr. Bayarp,] and the honorable Senator from 








Virginia, {Mr. JOHNSTON, | all being now in their seats, according to my hearing of 


the roll have not voted although their names have been called 

Then follows a quantity of cross talk which I would be glad to take 
time to read but I will not, and I come to the definitive declaration 
(which what with certain limitations I agree to) of the duty of Sen- 
ators on some subjects. The Chair had said, although he afterward 
reversed that ruling, that the names of the not voting Senators should 
be called just as I believe somebody on the other side asked that they 
might be called last night. From that the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
THURMAN | appealed, and then proceeded to say: 

Now, Mr. President, let us see what the result of this rule would be. The re 
sult would be that you could introduce a debatable question between the call of 
the roll and the announcement of the vote. To say that any business can intervene 
between the call of the roll and the announcement of the vote is to say that the 
announcement may be postponed indefinitely ; because if one kind of business can 
be interposed another can be interposed. Suppose the Senator from New York 
calls the attention of the Senate to the fact that certain Senators have declined to 
vote, and their names are called again and they still decline to vote ; what then ? 
What is to be done? Are they to be censured Are they to be punished in any 
way! Ifso, they are at least fo have atrial; they are to be heard before they are 
punished ; they are to be tried before they are executed ; and you have between the 
call of the roll and the announcement of the vote the trial of Just as many Senators 
as shall decline to vote ¥hy. sir, there would be no taking a vote under such 
circumstances. 

Now, sir, this very question was determined on the Virginia bill; this very 
question was decided on the Virginia bill. On the Virginia bill there was nota 
democratic Senator voting. They stated the reasons why they did not vote. They 
stated that they would not vote against the bill because they wished Virginia 
represented on this floor; but they could not vote for the bill because it contained 
provisions which, in their judgment, were unconstitutional, and therefore they 
could not vote for it rhey were not the only Senators who did not vote on that 
bill. There were republican Senators who sat in their seats and did not vote. After 
that vote was taken the then Senator from Missouri, I think it was, (Mr. Drake,) 
called the attention of the Chair to the fact that the democratic Senators had satin 
their seats and had not voted on that bill, and the Chair then decided that there 
was no power to compel them to vote. That was the decision; a decision that was 
acquiesced in by the Senate. 

Never in the history of the Senate has there been an attempt made to coerce a 
Senator to vote. A Senator may have various reasons for not wishing to vote. He 
may have good reasons for not wishing to vote. Bills come up here upon which he 
may lack information and not be able to vote one way or the other, and he may 
withhold his vote. But what is this that we are now told Here you are asked 
to take some measures, I suppose, against four democratic Senators. Why take 
measures against them? Because without them, I believe, you have no quorum. 
That is the onlyreason. Where are your sixty-three republican Senators, that you 
have to assume an extraordinary jurisdiction to punish or compel four democratic 
Senators to vote in order to constitute a quorum! 

If you wish to debate this matter, let it be debated, and let us see what will come 
of it. I say there is no mode known to the usages of the Senate by which you can 
compel a Senator to vote. On his own responsibility to his constituents and his 
duty as a Senator he decides that question for himself. 


That, Mr. President, I say is sound sense; but I would add this 
limitation: I should say that it is within the power of the Senate, 
not to compel a Senator to vote, because that would be like the old- 
fashioned illustration of taking a horse to the trough and compelling 
him to drink; you cannot do it, but you can punish him for a con- 
tempt of the Senate in refusing to do his duty in obedience to the 
rules in not voting, whether he thinks he ought to vote or not. Un- 
doubtedly you have that legal power for the rules provide for it, and 
I do not take any time now to go into a discussion of the question 
whether they do or not. I only say that in my opinion the Senator 
from Ohio stated on that occasion what on all occasions when there 
is a quorum present every Senator recognizes to be the right and just 
practice and rule, and that is that every Senator must be left to judge 
for himself whether he is prepared to take the responsibility then 
and there of saying “yes” or “no” toa particular conundrum—to 
borrow the phrase of my friend from Ohio—that is propounded to 
him. 

Now, I agree that emergencies and exigencies may arise when the 
public business might possibly be interrupted and broken down by 
saying that you would take no steps to punish Senators for refusing 
to vote upon important public questions. While therefore I admit 
that it is within the power of the Senate to punish a Senator for not 
voting when he is required to vote, I say it is a power that never has 
been exercised, and that never ought to be exercised except in some 
extreme public emergency, where it is impossible, after getting every- 
body present who is physically able to be present, to carry on the 
public business. With that limitation I think the Senator from Ohio 
laid down a very sound doctrine, and a doctrine I repeat which when 
a quorum is present has always been recognized in this body from the 
beginning of the Government to this day. 

I say that, Mr. President, in view of what I had heard that it was 
supposed that the Senators who did not vote last night were endeav- 
oring to resort to tactics of obstruction and seeking to defeat the 
measure in that way. I disclaim it for one. I think I can disclaim 
it for all, although I have no special authority. There has not been 
any conclave that I have known or heard of, where a comparison of 
views could be noted. It might be submitted to the next conclave 
that invents another resolution on this or some other subject on the 
other side of the Chamber for their consideration. 

So much forthat. Having said that Ido notintend for one to take 
any responsibility in respect of saying “ yes” or ‘‘ no” to this abstract 
half proposition which on one interpretation of it I would vote for 


cheerfully, and which on another interpretation of it by way of impli- 
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cation I would vote against; and I do not see the necessity at thi 
ent time of making haste to make a declaration upon this epson, 
subject unless you make one, as I endeavored to have the Ser Orsant 
yesterday withont any success, that is comprehensive and und a do 
to cover the subject. indertakes 
What gain are you to make, Mr. President, suppose this reso)y: 
had been passed through both Houses now? It isa resolutio; ous 
undertakes to declare rights, and there is carefully excluded fro oa 
the usual statement that it is the expression of an opinion, but j; a 
ports to be—whether correctly or not is another question—the deci, i 
tion of a fact, the settlement of a question of right. ; 





: ara- 
How are 


° . » . ° you 
going to settle the question of the right of the President of the &; “s 
ate in his constitutional character under this clause of the , 


Constity 
tion to which we are referring, by a concurrent resolution of ite, 
Houses? Does that make law? It does ina mob; it does wit), 
revolutionary party that may be determined to seize power io 
centralize it at all hazards in two bodies of men that happen to be 
assembled at the national Capitol; but when you look it in the face 
it would be a little diflicult tor the Senator in charge of this resoln. 
tion or anybody else to say that you could produce any legal effect 
by any declaration of the two Houses of Congress upon the right of 
another person or officer under the Constitution of the United States 
to do or not to do this thing. Suppose you were to reverse the reso. 
lution, and make it declare that it was not only the right but the 
duty of the officer named in the Constitution, the President of the 
Senate, to determine upon the opening and computation of these votes 
which were legal votes and which were not, and suppose the Pragi- 
dent of the Senate should think otherwise, what could be done about 
it? What force has it; whom does it bind? I should be glad to knoy, 
You can by your rules say that the conduct of particular Senators 
or all Senators—of course it would have to be equal—shall be so and 
so, and that if the Senators affected by that arrange their conduct in 
a different way, you proceed to punish them or censure them, or what- 
ever it may be. You have the power to expel them for misbehavior. 
| But where do you get the power to expel the President of the Senate 
of the United States when he happens to be the Vice-President under 
the Constitution? Suppose you were to declare, as I said a moment 
ago, that it was the right and the duty of the President of the Senate. 
| he being now the Vice-President of the United States and by the Con 
| stitution and not by any will or power of ours the president of this 
| body, to decide whether or not the vote of Georgia shall! be counted as 
| an effective element in this presidential election ; and suppose wher 
| the day comes, that resolution having passed, the President of th: 
Senate, over whose conduct when that edict is measured by the Con- 
stitution we have no control at all, should say “it is not my right, it 
is not my duty to decide whether the vote of Georgia is a legal vot 
or is not a legal vote,” what are you going todo? What measures 
are you going to take to render your declaration effective ? Is it not 
a mere brutum fulmen? Can it be followed by any legal consequences 
or any consequences of fact even in the history of the proceeding? | 
take it not, clearly. And if it would be true put in that way, it is 
equally true put in the negative, that the President of the Senate has 
no right to determine whether the vote of the State of Georgia is 
legal or illegal. You have not taken a single step in advance. It 
the resolution is put in the form in which all such resolutions hitherto 
have been, as an opinion of one or both Houses, it has the weight and 
force of an opinion; but when you put it in the form of an edict as 
this literally is—whether it will bear that legal construction I do not 
know—the case is different. As I said the usual expression of opinion 
of the Senate and the House of Representatives is, I assume carefully, 
excluded from it. When you put it in the form of an opinion it goes 
as an opinion; when you put it in the form of an edict the Consti- 
tution says that you shall not pass any edicts that shall have any effect 
until those edicts are submitted to another representative of the peo- 
ple in a free government and another representative of the States in 
a free government for his approval. You do not propose to do it. 
herefore, Mr. President, as an edict, taking this thing literally, 
however true it may be stripped of all implications and negatives 
pregnant, it is absolutely void. As an opinion if it were expressed 
with any considerable unanimity it undoubtedly would have great 
weight and would commend itself to the judgment of anybody whom 
it affected; but as a command having the force of law compelling 
obedience, as laws only can compel obedience by punishment for au 
infraction of them, it is an absolutely void act. 
But, as I said, I have had no disposition to delay the action 0! 
Senate on this resolution further than was necessary to bring ts 
rarious points to the attention of the Senate, and to endeavor, if we 
were to express any opinion about this business at all, to express ont 
that would cover the subject. I believe now I am done with it 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Before the Senator from Ohio pro- 
ceeds, the Chair craves leave to make one observation on the question 
of order that just now arose. ; ai 
When the question came up, the first impression of the Chair \ . 
that the ro)l-call having been ordered and having begun, although 
no quorum was declared, nothing else was in order except the oa 
ceeding provided for in the rules in the case of the declaration . a 
quorum, and that the proceeding to a new roll-call was in fact 7 a 
continuance of the original proceeding into which no other le 
could be injected. But on reflection, the Chair is now clearly of te 
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sion that as the roll-call disclosed no quorum present when it was 

cpinion. also disclosed that the original submission of the question to 
comer ‘and the whole call of the names being without a quorum was 
of rmal and inoperative, and therefore that after the call of the Sen- 
nf a disclosed the need of a quorum the question was open to de- 
wep and to amendment or remarks or any other senatorial action as 
othe original roll-call had not taken place. Therefore the Senator 
rom Vermont was in the exercise of his right as a Senator in pro- 
~ jebate the question without asking any consent. 
fr, THURMAN. Mr. President, I have refrained from discussing 
; .stion; I did so all day yesterday, except to make a few ob- 
servations that did not occupy five minutes, I think, of the time of 
she Senate, and I was in hopes that I should not be called upon to say 
sv ehing more about it and I would not now but for the speech 
hich the Senator from Vermont has just delivered. I had provoca- 
ty enough yesterday, if I had been disposed to go into a political 
ee esion, to make some remarks, and I have provocation enough 
oat but Tdo not now intend to take up any considerable time of 
‘ha Senate ; 1 shall be very brief indeed. ' 
“Yr, President, I propose to go backward in reply to the points made 
iy the Senator from Vermont. His first objection to this resolution 
“shat he says it is an edict, an d in the same sense he says as an edict 
+ ig absolutely void; it is brutum Sulmen. Well, if that is true, then 
it can only be the expression of an opinion, the opinion of the Senate 
and the opinion of the House of Representatives, if the House concur 
in the opinion of the Senate. So, taking the Senator’s own logic, this 
is nothing but the expression of the opinion of the two Houses upon 
this great constitutional question, and I understand him not to deny 
at all that it is competent for the two Houses to express their opinion 
upon a constitutional question. He could not deny that in the face 
of the history of this country or of the history of England. | 

Why, Mr. President, the established mode of procedure in Parlia- 
ment was to bring in resolutions, declaratory resolutions, and when 
they had passed then to frame measures pursuant to those resolu- 
tious, and that was the custom in the Congress of the United States 
long after I first knew it. Who can forget the resolutions offered 
again and again and upon which the whole debate took place, almost 
pefore anything in the shape of a law was brought in? Who forgets 
Henry Clay’s celebrated resolutions which resulted in the compromise 
act on the subject of the tariff and put an end to nullification ? Who 
can forget his celebrated resolutions of 1850? Who can forget the 
whole history of congressional proceeding which shows on almost 
every page of it resolutions declaratory of principles without one 
single word of proposed legislationin them? It would be a new idea 
ndeed that the Senate of the United States and the House of Repre- 
sentatives could not express their opinion upon the Constitution of 
the United States by a resolution. 

Iam not at all afraid, Mr. President, that that point made by the 
Senator from Vermont will influence the minds of Senators here. 
This does not profess to be an edict, as the Senator says, and it is the 
sheerest refinement in the world, the merest hypercriticism to say so 
of this resolution. It is a declaration of the opinion of the Senate, 
and if the House shall concur in it, it is a declaration of the opinion 
of the House and it is nothing more, and it is just as much so as if it 
were said “it is the opinion of the Senate,” and is also the opinion of 
the House if the House concur in it, that the President of the Sen- 
ate has no right to decide upon these votes. That is all there is in it. 

But there is another thing that troubles the Senator from Vermont, 
and for that, forsooth, he cannot vote either yea or nay; and that is he 
imagines that this resolution came from a caucus, as if his party never, 
never held acaucus. Why, sir, if we were to believe the newspapers, his 
party have held a caucus on this very resolution and decided to de- 
leat itif they can. I do not say it is so, but it is in the newspapers to 
that effect; I do not pretend to say it isso; but to hear the Senator 
itm Vermont talking about caucuses! Has he forgotten when a 
Senator from Ohio, then my colleague, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Finance, brought from a caucus one of the most important 
measures that ever passed the Congress of the United States, the re- 
‘unption act, and brought it into this Senate without ever consult- 
ing the democratic members of the Finance Committee at all, and 
put it through the very day on which it was laid on our tables and 
refused positively to explain the measure and to tell what it meant? 
-omplaint is made that we do not say what we mean by this reso- 
aad No explanation is necessary ; but there was a great measure, 

Measure that might affect the fortunes of millions of men in this 
“nntry, brought out of a caucus, matured in caucus and agreed upon 
Committe and if the rumors are correct, the chairman of the Finance 
a tee who had charge of that measure was compelled to swal- 
me nan his will, and to advocate it against his will—brought 
which it ai a passed through before sunset of the day on 
the dation = on our tables and with the most positive refusal of 

Mr Pein who had it in charge to say what that bill meant. , 
the friends o have heard some curious things about that. When 
ing his chin the late chairman who passed that bill were advocat- 
favor wag that . the Presidency last year the great argument in his 
beard that titi ; Was the author of the resumption measure. I have 
author: I hones isputed. I have heard it said that he was not the 
very much ¢ € heard it said that it was crammed down his throat 
overruled hire his stomach ; Ihave heard it said that the caucus 

8 objections to the measure and compelled him to bring 
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it into the Senate and to advocate it and to pass it into a law, and 
that that same caucus decided that there should be no debate upon 
it on the part of those who advocated the measure. And yet the 
Senator from Vermont, who was here, the Senator from Vermont who 
was in the Chamber when that thing passed, the Senator from Ver- 
mont to whom the authorship of that measure I have heard in a large 
degree attributed, finds himself shocked at the idea of a democratic 
caucus! 

But, Mr. President, enough of that. Now the Senator has been 
pleased to read some remarks that I made in 1871 when I declined to 
vote, when four of us declined to vote. Under what circumstances 
did we decline to vote? I believe there were but nine democrats on 
this floor then; I am not quite certain that there were that many. 
Night after night, when there were sixty-three republican Senators 
and only nine democrats, had we sat here and made by our votes : 
quorum when nearly one entire half of the republican Senators were 
in their beds. We got tired of it that night, away towards midnight. 
and we said we would not vote and we did not vote; that is, all 
of us did not. The Senator from Delaware, [Mr. BaYAarp,] more 
law-abiding than my Irish friend Casserly and myself, did vote; 
and I do not know but that the Senator from Virginia[ Mr. JounsTon } 
voted—I am not quite ture about that—but Brother Casserly and | 
did not vote. The reason was stated by me, and I shall never forget 
it, because the late Senator froin Massachusctis (Mr. Wilson) came 
around to me and said, “You were just right in what you have said,” 
which was that we would not sit here night after night and away 
into the night, nine members of us, and make a quorum, when thirt) 
republican Senators were in their beds. That wasit. It was no in 
tention to fillibuster; it was no disposition to resort to obstructive 
measures; it was no disposition whatever by irregular methods or 
irregular modes to stop the legislation of the Senate. It was a meas- 
ure necessary for our own protection that we should not be made 
mere hewers of wood and drawers of water to keep a quorum in the 
Senate when one-half of the republican members and more were 
quietly sleeping in their beds. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Vermont has been pleased to read 
some remarks that were made on that occasion, in which I said that 
you could not compel a Senator to vote, and the argument that I 
made that to bring up that question before the announcement of the 
vote would be to indefinitely postpone the announcement of the vote 
What I said then was perfectly correct; it would be to indefinitely 
postpone it. But how stood the rule then? The rule then, sir, 
as follows; it was Rule 16: 


was 


When the yeas and nays shall be called for by one-fifth of the Senators present 
each Senator called upon shall, unless for special reasons he be excused by the 
Senate, declare openly, and without debate, his assent or dissent to the question 


And that was all of it. Under that rule I said you cannot in- 
terpose this question as to the dereliction of duty of a Senator be- 
tween the roll-call and the announcement of the result; and I was 
right, perfectly right. But what has taken place since then? The 
Committee on Rules, andif I am not mistaken the Senator from Ver- 
mont was one of them, have seen fit to change that rule, and, as if to 
meet the very argument that I made on that occasion, they have put 
here Rule 17 in addition to the old Rule 16: 

When a Senator, being present and declining to vote when his name is called 
shail be required to assign his reasons therefor, and shall so assign them, the pre 
siding officer shall thereupon submit the question to the Senate Shall the Sen 
ator, for the reasons assigned by him, be excused from voting?'’ which shall be 
decided without debate. 

And now, sir, comes this clause, put in, it seems, to answer the very 
argument which I made and which the Senator has read: 

And these proceedings shall be had after the roll shall have been called and 
before the result of the vote is announced 

There it is, sir. By rule of the Senate they knocked my argument 
to pieces, and if I am not mistaken my friend from Vermont was one 
of the framers of this new rule. In view of that, it does not do very 
well for him to read the argument I made in 1871, when there was no 
such rule here, 

But, Mr. President, I do not want to take time, and I shall say no 
more. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, my learned friend from Ohio has, 
with his usual skill, a little missed the point of my remarks. I was 
not paying especial attention to the question of what the Senate 
could or could not do last night before the result of the roll-call was 
announced ; I believe I said nothing about it last night ; but the point 
that I was endeavoring to attract the attention of the Senate to was 
what the Senator from Ohio had said, and what he has now again 
justified when you weigh his remarks, that every Senator must be 
the judge for himself of the cause and occasion of his voting or de- 
clining to vote. That is it. Upon that the Senator spoke bravely 
and well, and he has not thought it necessary to withdraw any of 
the observations that he made upon that point. It was equally within 
the power of the Senate of the United States on the occasion to which 
he refers, if the rules were different then from what they are now— 
I do not know that they were, I assume as he says they were that 
they were—to punish him, as it is within the power of the Senate to- 
day to punish me if I do not vote, being required to do so, in the 
method provided by the rules, for not doing it. The rule declared 


then, as it does now and as it always has, that when the roll-call on 
a question submitted is going on, it shall be the duty of every Sena- 
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tor to respond “ yes” or “no,” without debate, to that question. That 
is what it says, just as the other rules of the Senate say that reports 
of committees shall come in at a certain time and that the unfinished 
businessshall be taken up at a certain hour,—rules which every day we 
disregard and disobey, because the general body of the Senate 1s will- 
ing not to enforce them for that occasion. The sz e] i 
to the question of voting. AsI stated before, there isnot a single dayin 
the sessions of the Senate when Senators on both sides of the Chamber 
do not fail to respon id to their names, being present when the roll is 
called; and although Idonotd loubt their power, fort he ve ry reason 80 
well stated by the Senator from Ohio ten years ago, that every Senatot 
‘on his own responsibility to his constituents and his duty as a Sena- 
tor he decides that question for himself,” I should add, I think, asa 
proper limitation, that when the emergency arises which in the judg- 
ment of a majority of the Senate, having the per wer to decide if they 
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have a quorum for the purpose of doing business, makes it necessary 
to punish a Senator for not doing his duty th the rules call upon 
him to do, they can punish him. The rule as it abaniion ow only p IrO- 
vides for the mere formality of calling upon a Senator to vote or to 
give his reasons for not voting and asking to be excused. Suppose 
the Senate does not excuse him, at d — there is nota que um, 
wh then? Less than a quorum can not punish a snator; and if 





} } ‘< + r 
have & quorum, as Ths Senator 


woe A gad gra 1 the rules 
It 





now do not provide and were not ended to provide for stopping 
the passage or disposition of a measure in order to try a question of 
contempt. You put the party in contempt and then you try him afte > 
wards if you wi but thatis all simple en and itis not 
necessary to ta time over it. 





The } onoré ible Senator from Ohio states that he and his fellow-Sen- 


ators of the democratic party declined to vote on the occasion referred 
to in 1871 because there were a great many republica 
present, as if the question of the duty of obeying the rules depended 
upon th n umber of persons who consti tuted the opposite party. I 
doubt if that doctrine will hold on a careful consideratio n, but I do 
not wish eae’ time to discuss that; but he vindicates what he then 
did upon a ground that is precisely the ground that he stated before 








} > ~ 
ns who were not 


and that I state now, with the limitations I have affixed to it, that 

n the opinion of the Senators not voting they were justified in with- 
holding their votes for one reason or another which might be good 
for one Senator and might not be good for another Senator; he might 
have another and a better reason for himself. 

Phe bi nator from Ohio now says that it was away into the night 
— 1is thing occurred; that everybody was worn out, and that it 

as time f ‘or all the small boys to go home. Why, Mr. President, after 
ll this matter had occurred and a considerable quantity of other pro- 
ceedings had taken place about getting a quorum present, it was only 
twenty minutes after eleven, as the record shows, when the Senate 
adjourne “1 on that occasion,—much earlier than most of us come home 
from the festivities to which I suppose at this season of the year 
many Senators are invited; and could we not give the same number 
ot hours in the evening to our beloved country that we give to our 
friends in their parlors and refreshment rooms? I think, Mr. Presi- 
dent, in the language of a distinguished statesman, “ that won’t do.’ 

But my friend says that this unrecognized and illegitimate child 
of a caucus has had, if not a paternity, a precedent in what he un- 
derstands to be the action of some caucus of other people. Let me 
tell my distinguished friend that so far as I understood him in what 
he said, he was greatly mistaken. I do not know whether like my 
friend from Illinois, not now in his chair, I am in sufficiently good 
standing in any healthy political organization to be invited to its 
caucus, but I will say that I have never heard of any caucus except 
the democratic one, so called, on the subject of this resolution, and I 
will say that I had entirely forgotten until I saw it stated in the pa- 
pers a day or two ago as the result of a democratic caucus, that there 
was any such resolution in existence, if, indeed, I ever knew of it at 
all. 

Phen my friend says that the resumption bill of the year 1875 was 
brought from a republican caucus by an unwilling member of it into 
this Senate and forced upon the Senate without consideration by any 
committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. I did not make that assertion positively, as if I 
knew it. I only said that it was so reported. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is what I understand the Senator to say. 
There is no misunderstanding between us. 

Mr. President, if the Senator would apply his usual industry to 
reading the Journals of the Senate, I think he would see—though I 
have not lo oked it up, but that is my recollection—that the resump- 
tion act of 1875 was reported from the Committee on Finance of this 
body by its chairman in the regular way. 

Mr. THURMAN. I did not “deny that. What I said, and what 
I charged at the time, and what was not denied, was that the bill 
was not made in the Finance Committee, but was made in caucus, and 
the Finance Committee was merely the means used to bring it into 
the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That may be said, whether true or false, of every 
bill nearly that passes through the scrutiny of this body; probably 
ninety-five in every hundred ‘bills that the Senate acts upon are pre- 
pared in somebody’s privateroom. They are then introduced, or sent 
to a committee, as I know is frequently the case with the Committee 
on the Judiciary, without being introduced here in the first place, 
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introduced and sent to that committee, or laid before the com 
without being introduced. That committee considers the bill a 
its sworn respousibility as the organ and agent of this hoa ‘ay lt 
reports, with assent, and with dissent, if there be a mi nority, its judg ‘ 
ment and opinion upon the bill. a 

The resumption bill of 1875 came through regular channel j; 
regular way; every member of the Committee on Finance hag 4, 
opport unity—whe ther he exerted it or not I do not oe 
“ves” or “no” to that bill in the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. If my information is correct, the Senator i. 
tirely wrong; but the Senator from Delaware can answer for }; 
self whether he ever had any knowledge of it or not. 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Ithink it will turn out—pe rhaps I am mista 
that the bill referred to was reported from the Committee on F ae 

o the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not deny that. 

Mr. E — NDS. Then so far as caucuses are concerned, I a 
quite able to see what the relevancy of the observations of the Sena: 
irom Ohio is. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ILTARRIs in the chair.) Pops; 
Senator from Vermont yie ld to the Senator from Delaware? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With pleasure. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Sen: ator from Ohio has referred to the fact 
I was the only member of the democratic party upon the Commit; 


Finance at the time of the re port of that bill,and he was quite corp, 
in saying that I knew nothing of that bill having been brought ; 
the comn miitte e. I knew nothing of its having been reported fro 
committee or considered in committee until it came here to the Senate 
as from that committee. I do not say that I could have been in tha 
committee-room at every moment of its sessions; ee I say th s, tha 
I was and am a very diligent member in my attendance upon the 
ions of the committee, and at no time during my aanan 

my knowledge, was that bill in the committee or considered dito 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, that is another question. [ y 
not then and am not now a member of the Committee on Finance, 
I do not know whether the method of proceeding of that committ, 
was fair in that case or not. I never heard it impugned before, If 
it were not fair, it does not touch the question that we are now dis. 
cussing. The bill came from the committee; it came in the regu] 
order; whether that committee did its duty toward all of its members 
or not I have no means of knowing except the presumption in fa 
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of the fairness of committees and the statement of the Senator from 
Delaware. 

I am so sure that Iam right as to what the Journal of the Sena 
shows that I will not take up the time of the Senate in waiting until 
I can get the book. I am sure it does show—and if it turns out tha 
I am mistaken I will take preoeee in correcting it when I so ascer- 
tain afterwards, so as not to delay the business now—that that 
was reported in the regular way, that it went over one day, and was 
then ti vken up and was considered and ebservations were mai 

it, and it passed to the great benefit of the country and in spite of tl 
resistance of the democratic party, as is asually the case. 

Now this resolution, on a subject that e verybody agrees is one of t! 
gravest interest and importance, not only ‘does not come from au 
committee, but a party majority of this body upon yea and nay votes 
refuse to send it to any committee. It comes direct from that troubled 
fountain to which reference has been made. 

But my friend from Ohio says that the observations I made ont 
absolute want of validity in this resolution as an edict, as a Jaw, as 4 
thing that is to command or oblige anybody to do or omit anything, 
are mistaken, bec — he says that it has alw: ys been the practi 
the Senate, (and he refers to many famous resolutions and debates 
to prove, which he need not have done) to express its opinion pou 
topics of public interest. So it has been; so it ought to be; oi 
hope it always will be. Do I understand the Senator from Oh 

say that that is what this resolution is, the expression of an opiniot 
or the proposed expression of an opinion upon the part of the : 
Houses of Congress; and if so, if it passes the Senate and does not 
pass the House, it will be just as good because it will be the expressio! 
of the opinion of the Senate, and I suppose we have a righi t ont 
opinion, even if the House of _Repre sentatives does not “think ae 
same way. But we can make it pretty clear whether this is designe? 
to be an ‘absolutely void edict, or whether it is designed to be sac gach 
an expression of opinion as the Senator from Ohio speaks of by pu 
ting on an amendment which I will now offer, to insert after 

word “ That,’ ’ the words “in the opinion of the Senate and Hous 

Representatives.’ a le 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing ' te 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Vermont, which will be 
reported by the Secretary. Ae! ¢ r 

The Secrerary. In line 1, after the word “ that,” it is propose 
to insert “in the opinion of the Senate and House of Represea 
tives;” so as to read: 













3 concurring,) That in tl 


nate 18 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representative S 
opinion of the Senate and House of Representatives the | President of the S¢ 
not invested by the Constitution of the United States with the right obey as tt 
votes of electors for President and Vice-President of the Unite d States | K t tad. 
determine what votes shall be received and counted or what votes shall! be rej 


Mr. BAYARD. I do not propose to discuss the amendment of the 


t} 
ni we 


wer SS a 


Le 2) 


] 


81, CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


1209 


norable Senator from Vermont, nor to consider the merits or de- 
te of the resolution before the Senate. The debate upon that I 
wer sped would close on yesterday, and I had said quite enough upon 
ute occasion to vindicate my vote to my own satisfaction. 
- ; almost impossible to exaggerate the importance to the people 
ae country of the proposition contained in the resolution. If that 
‘sition shall be negatived and it shall be aflirmed by the two 
Peng of Congress, and the affirmation accepted by the people of this 
ery, that after a popular election shall be held in every State of 
‘Tpion to decide into whose hands the executive power of this 
ory shall pass, all of that proceeding and all of that voting has 
». eubmitted to the will, the control, the decision of a single ofli- 
¢+he Government, who may be and in the history of the country 
son deciding in his own case, that his counting and declaration 
| make him the Chief Magistrate of the United States, it is difti- 
ye ¢9 state a proposition more fraught with consequences to the peo- 
>. of this country ; and yet that is the question which the Senate is 
ced to consider by the resolution before it. Ido not propose to dis- 
mee that NOW: 
+ his is the question before the Senate: whether the rules 
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“his body are obligatory upon the members, wheiher they have 

pinding force, and whether they are in fact rules of proceeding 

ect to which our duties of legislation are to be conducted, or 
-hother they are to be thrown off at the caprice of 2a moment, obeyed 
hon convenient and contemned and despised when they bind us 
' te iry to our passing emotions ? Yesterday t here was a vote called 
on the final passage of this resolution. Fifty-odd Senators were 
» the Chamber; about twenty of those refused to vote at all. The 
sje non the subject is plain and explicit : 


4 





When the yeas and nays shall be called for by one-fifth of the Senators pres- 
»ach Senator when his name is called shall, unless for special reasons he be 
d by the Senate, declare openly, and without debate, his assent or dissent to 
» onestion; and in taking the yeas and nays upon any question the names of the 
Senators shall be called alphabetically. 

Then rule 17: 

Then a Senator, being present and declining to vote when his name is called, 
be required to assign his reasons therefor, and shallso assign them, the pre- 
¢ oflicer shall thereupon submit the question to the Senate: ‘ Shall the Senator, 

reasons assigned by him, be excused from voting ?*’ which shall be decided 

tdebate. And these proceedings shall be had after the roll shall have been 

nd before the result of the vote is announced, and any further proceedings 
the Senate in reference thereto shall be after such announcement. 








Here is aclear rule amenable to the understanding of any man, 
sseitial for the prosecution of public business; and the question is, 
18 this rule binding force, or isit legitimate and proper and orderly 
hat a member of the Senate shall contumaciously refuse to vote 
is name is called, break a quorum of the Senate, and prevent 
rosecution of any public business? That is the broad and that 
important question. 

» Senator from Vermont read from the record of a debate in 
“Tl, that upon an occasion there to be found four Senators of the 
iemocratic party, the Senator from Ohio, [Mr, THURMAN, ] Mr. Cas- 
serly, of California; the Senator from Virginia, [ Mr. JOHNSTON, ] and 
Mr. BayarD, of Delaware, had their names called because they had 
sat in their places mute, declining to vote, although present, and that 
thereby a quorum of the Senate could not be had. That was true so 
far as it went, but only so far. I think the Senator should have 
done me the justice to have gone further and read what did occur, 
what was my action in that case. I had then been a member of 
the Senate but little over one year and had not a very close acquaint- 
ince with the rules; I certainly had never had occasion to have this 
rale brought before me; but when the rule was read by me, and I 
saw that as a member of the Senate the question was whether I 
should obey or disobey, whether I should be subordinate or insubor- 
dinate, whether I should proceed in an orderly or a disorderly manner, 
made no question nor hesitation. I read from page 1603 of the 
Congressional Globe, Forty-first Congress, third session, the debate, 
February 23, 1871. I had asked that I might be excused from voting 
when my name was called; I had been told by the presiding officer, 


that aaa had been made, that my request came too late. Let 
me read : 










rev 


The PResipinc Orricer. The Chair is of opinion that the Senator from Delaware 
8 too late to ask to be excused. The request must be made before the roll-call is 
ommenced, 
Mr. Bayarp. I ask, then, the ruling of the Chair on the subject. It is my de- 
meh coming into this body, to abide by its rules. What they were I have an op- 
= ~ of knowing, or else I have an opportunity of leaving it. While Iam 
; yy. Propose to abide by the rules of the Senate, and should be exceedingly sorry 
if ate any imputation to the contrary could properly be made. Therefore, 
en ee the ruling of the Chair in this case, as I do not desire to vote for this mo- 
._ And do not care to vote against it particularly. I ask the Chair for informa- 

ri that I may be guided by his ruling. 

Mer aly OrFicer. Under the sixteenth rule, which reads as follows: 

-. ae and nays shall be called for by one-fifth of the Senators pres- 
Senate, declar a called upon shall, unless for special reasons he be excused by the 

At eee openly , and without debate, his assent or dissent to the question.” 

answer juest of the Senator from Delaware, the Chair rules that it is his duty 
We Pax 
r} _ ARD. Does the Chair rule that I am too late to ask to be excused ? 
We 7 PESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

“tr. Bayarp. From that decision I respectfully appeal 


nortr 


Th ; 
T en the honorable Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] interposed : 
air. Hamu. If the 


Cisely 


o~ Senator will allow me a ‘suggestion, he now presents pre- 
? interjecting A sr wlhabenspen the Senator from Ohio presented a few moments since, 
Senator from Ohio i ier question while the Senate is dividing. I agreed with the 

m VJhio in the point he took then, and I certainly shall hold to it now. 


The Senator will see that he is raising precisely the point which the Senator from 
Ohio a few minutes ago suggested, that we could not raise any other question while 
the Senate were dividing. That is good parliamentary law. : 

Mr. BayarpD. Does the honorable Senator accept the logic of the Senator from 
Ohio on that subject? 

Mr. Hamutiy. I do, undoubtedly. 

Mr. THURMAN. I rise to a question of order 

The PRESIDING OrFicer. The Senator will state his point of order 

The point of order was overruled. 

Mr. Hamu. And allow me to sav that that is in accordance with t 
form practice of the Senate always. 

Mr. Epmunps. They understand it perfectly 

The PRESIDING Orricer. The Secretary will 
who did not answer. 

Mr. THURMAN. If that is the case, then the Senator from Delaware, undoubt 
edly, had a right to ask to be excused when called, as he could when his name was 
called the first time. 

The Chief Clerk again called the name of Mr. BAYArp. 

Mr. Bayarp. I vote “‘ nay. 





call the names of the Senators 


I merely complete the record to show that it was an unjust impu 
tation to suppose that I could remain a member of this body and de 
liberately violate its rules. I said then, and I say now, that having 
had the opportunity to know what those rules are, if I do not like 
them I can leave the Senate; that is my privilege; but if I stay 
here I hold that I am bound in conscience and in honor and in a sense 
of public duty to obey the rules of this body; and that is my doc- 
trine as applied to every member of the Senate. If our rules are 
faulty, amend them; they may be the subject of discussion and dif- 
ference of opinion; but in regard to this rule there can be none. 

In the case of 1271, as the honorable Senator from Ohio has well 
explained, we had been kept here night after night. The opposition, 
as it was then called in this body, consisted of one-tenth of its mem* 
bers; we had not enough to call the yeas and nays. We had been 
kept here while nearly one-half the Senate were in their beds or en- 
joying themselves elsewhere; we were compelled to sit here night 
and day; and this very question arose somewhere in the early hours 
of the morning; buat that does not affect the principle. When the 
rule was read to me I bowed to it in self-subordination as well as in 
subordination to the rule itself; and so I hold it to be the duty of 
order, the duty of decorum, the duty of a Senator, that the rules of 
this body should be preserved inviolate, and for that I accept no 
other man’s reasoning than my own ; upon my own reasoning I stand. 

More than that, sir, there was no suggestion in 1571 that we had 
silenced the voice of Senators on the other side by pairing with them. 
Pairing is an honorable engagement, personal to those who make it. 
It is not known to the rules of this body; it is not mentioned in the 
text of those rules; and it has no other force than the sense of an 
honorable obligation. It is intended to allow the balance of opinion 
to be preserved in the absence of the parties to the agreement; that 
is all. It never could be intended, it never would be made, if it 
were supposable that the withholding of the vote would obstruct 
the legislation of the country. There was no such thing as a pair in 
1871. There was no voice or vote that the gentlemen of the repub- 
lican party silenced by an honorable agreement with democrats at 
that time. But the case was different yesterday. Yesterday there 
were Senators on this floor willing and anxious to vote upon this 
subject to procure the passage of the resolution regularly, in an or- 
derly and proper manner, but their lips were sealed. A padlock was 
on their mouths. Of what? Of an honorable obligation which was 
being perverted to an end that never was contemplated by those who 
entered into the pair. 

Therefore, I say that feature was added to what I do consider a 
deliberate breach of the rules of this body yesterday, for which, if 
gentlemen can find excuse, they may make it; to me there is none. 
The rule that I lay down to them is the rule that I laid down and fol- 
lowed for myself, and which I propose to continue to follow, and that 
is that when I see a rule of this body that constrains me to a certain 
action, I will obey it or I will cease to be a member of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDS. } 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN. Before the question is put on the amendment I 
would beg most respectfully to ask my friend from Vermont, if I may 
do so without giving offense, whether it will accord with his views 
to vote for the resolution if his amendment be adopted ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will answer that question by asking another 
whether it will accord with the views of the Senator from Ohio to 
make this resolution what I understood him to intimate it was meant 
to be, a declaration of the opinion of the two bodies and not a coercive 
edict? I have stated what my views are about this resolution, that 
I believe in the principle it declares as far as it goes, with the con- 
struction that I put upon the words, and leaving off the implication 
which I think some people might make that does not appear in the 
phraseology of the resolution ; but if it is to pass and is honestly to 
be what the argument of the Senator from Ohio demonstrated it must 
be, if it was anything, that is an expression of the opinion of these 
two bodies, then let us say so. 

Mr. THURMAN. Everyone will observe what a categorical answer 
the Senator makes to my question. I donot think the Senator means 
to answer me in that way; surely he does not. Lasked the Senator, 
who of course does everything in perfect good faith, if his amend- 
ment were adopted would he vote for the resolution. He has asked 
me a question in return. I say to him, in answer to bis question, that 
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the resolution as it stands is precisely the same in its effect and in its 
meaning as it would be if his amendment were adopted ; but if he will 
tell me that he will be satisfied with the resolution if his amendment 
be adopted, so that we may have the valuable support of his opinion 
and his vote, I shall vote for his amendment. 

fr. EDMUNDS. I should be far better satisfied than I am now, 
Mr. President. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have no more right than any other Senator on 
this floor to interpret the meaning of the language of the resolution. 
If this language shall be adopted by the two Houses, its meaning and 
significance will thereupon become a question of construction in the 
mind of every man who has to deal with it. Therefore my opinion 
in regard to it will have no more weight than the opinion of any other 
gentleman in the Senate, for I cannot add to the resolution or take 
from its meaning at all by any construction that I choose to place 
upon it. I have therefore abstained from making any further decla- 
ration in regard to the resolution than that which I made when I had 
the honor to bring it forward yesterday morning, when I said: 

I will say, moreover, that the language in which the resolution is couched was 
intended to express the idea that the President of the Senate, whether he might be 
President pro tempore or whether he might be the Vice-President of the United States, 
is not invested by the Constitution with the authority to determine what votes shall 
be received and counted, or what votes shall be rejected ; that that matter belongs 
to some other jurisdiction, some other power, which this resolution does not under- 
take to define. 

So far as I am concerned that expresses the whole view of the reso- 
lution as I intended to frame it, and as yet I have heard no suggestion 
that the language of the resolution was inappropriate or insufficient 
to convey that distinct meaning. 

I will say, further, that if I had designed the resolution to become 
a rule of the Senate I should not have made it a concurrent resolution 
for the action of the House, for the House has no right to participate 
in the adoption of any rules for the government of the Senate. There- 
fore the declaration not being in the form of an act of legislation, not 
being in the form of a bill or of a joint resolution, could not be more 
than an expression of opinion on the part of the Senate, in which the 
House would concur or non-concur as it might see proper. I hold to 
the doctrine, and I think I am entirely fortified by the uniform ex- 
perience of the Senate in holding to that doctrine, that the Senate of 
the United States has a right to prescribe rules to its presiding officer. 
I find in Rule 42, and in various other instances, but in this instance 
perhaps more definitely and specifically stated, the very proposition 
which I now have in my mind: 

All questions shall be put by the presiding officer of the Senate, and before a 
motion be debated it shall be seconded. 

It is made the duty by a rule of the Senate of its presiding officer 
to put all questions, it makes no difference what the question may be 
so it is a parliamentary question, one that is within the purview of 
the right of any member to suggest ; and if a second is obtained to 
that question then it becomes the subject-matter of debate under the 
rules which we have prescribed to the presiding officer of this body. 
It did not require the concurrence of the House to enable us to pre- 
acribe that rule to the President of the Senate, whether he be Vice- 
President or whether he is President pro tempore. Suppose that at 
any place or at any time when the Senate is in session the question 
arises whether the Vice-President, being there’ as President of the 
Senate, will present to the Senate a question as to whether a vote is 
to be counted or a vote is to be rejected. I would suppose that, as 
has occurred in frequent instances, the Houses have met, and upon an 
objection or a suggestion of difficulty having been made the Houses 
have separated, and the Senate has returned to its Chamber or has 
remained in its Chamber, as the case may be, a Senator rises and pre- 
sents a question, the question that we now anticipate, for instance, 
“Shall the vote of Georgia,” it having been ascertained that it would 
change the result, “be counted;” and the President of the Senate 
should say, “I refuse to put that question, because in my individual 
judgment the Senate has no power to compel me to put it. I decide 
that for myself, and no one else shall participate with me in a decision 
pro or con.” In making such a declaration as that the President of 
the Senate would violate the forty-second rule, which reauires that 
‘all questions shall be put by the presiding officer of the Senate, and 
before a motion be debated it shall be seconded.” 

I repeat again, that if I had intended to make this a rule of the 
Senate, I should never have thought of asking the concurrence of 
the House, and passing the question beyond the pale of the Senate 
for the concurrence of the House (the question not having been put 
in the form of a joint resolution or a bill) cannot amount to any- 
thing more than a grave declaration of opinion, to which the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, I dare say, would yield, or to which he might 
decline to yield, according to his own convictions of constitutional 
duty. In the event that he should decline to yield, then a question 
would arise between him and the Senate as to the manner in which 
he had executed the orders of the Senate ; but I beg leave to say this, 
as my opinion: the President of the Senate has no right to refuse to 
execute any order of the Senate lawfully passed, in parliamentary 
session or in any session. I cannot conceive that a presiding officer 
of this body, though he may be the Vice-President of the United 
States, who has been assigned by the Constitution to the duty of 
presiding here, has power to refuse to execute the orders of the Sen- 
ate any more than the Speaker of the House of Representatives has 
the power or the right to refuse to execute the orders of that body. 


Senators more experienced than myself, better lawyers than I 
men whose minds are amply stored with all necessary rules of —_ 
struction of language and laws, have expressed the unqualified — 
ion on the floor this morning that the legitimate meaning of th opin. 
lution as it now stands is that it is an expression of opinior e reso. 
part of both Houses. I have therefore no difficulty, so far et the 


concerned personally, if the Senate will permit me todo so. iy ac. 
ing the amendment of the Senator from Vermont. Paes as 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senate agree to the amon, 
ment proposed by the Senator from Vermont, upon which the” 
and nays have been ordered ? n® yeas 


Mr. THURMAN. Before I vote on that question I wish to know »: 
my friend from Alabama, who has this matter in charge whe eo 
desires that we should vote for the amendment ? It will not . 
the least difference in the meaning of the resolution; but as bee 
charge of it, if he thinks we had better vote for it, as it does ne 
change the resolution one particle in meaning or intendment Is a 
vote for it. a 

Mr. MORGAN. I think it does not change the resolution at 
That is my impression about it. m 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Let us hear the amendment read. 

The Secretary. After the word “ that,” in the first line of ¢h. 
resolution, it is proposed to insert “in the opinion of the Senate ana 
House of Representatives;” so that the resolution will read - o 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring.) That, in 4 
opinion of the Senate and House of Re resentatives, the President of the Senate 
is not invested by the Constitution of the United States with the right to count 
the votes of electors for President and V ice-President of the United States py - 
to determine what votes shall be received and counted or what vote , 
rejected. 

Mr. THURMAN. If the yeas and nays have not been ordered, the 
Senator from Alabama has power to accept the amendment, — 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They have been ordered. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I hope the Senator from Alabama will not ao. 
cept the amendment. I have no special objection to the amendment 
except I am satisfied that it emanates from that spirit which has 
prompted many of the amendments offered to this resolution, [i 
comes from an enemy to the resolution. When I find a resolution of 
which I am in favor antagonized by those who are opposed to it, | 
regard it as one of my privileges to vote against all propositions 
that they may make. I am willing that any fair suggestion which 
emanates from any quarter as to improving the resolution shall be 
made; but when I know it is the purpose all the time to defeat it, 
and the amendment emanates from a quarter which is designed to 
defeat the resolution, I shall certainly not vote for it. Therefore | 
object to the Senator from Alabama accepting the amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN. I did not assume the right to accept it. The yeas 
and nays having been demanded upon the amendment, of course | 
am cut off from the power to accept it. At the same time, I do not 
believe the adoption of the amendment would alter the sense of th 
resolution. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I should like to have the amendment r- 
ported again. 

The Secretary again read the amendment. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Oh, well, that is trifling, with due deference 
to whoever offered it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will call the roll on 
the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDs. | 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. RANSOM, (when his name was called.) I am paired to-day on 
all party questions with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HaML1y, } who 
has been called home by sickness, with the understanding that if my 
vote is necessary to make a quorum I can vote. 

Mr. TELLER, (when his name was called.) On all political ques- 
tions I am paired with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Brows.) Ii 
he were present, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I will say to the Senator from Colorado that 
I do not think the question involved by this amendment is politica: 
I must say candidly I do not think there is any question in the amend: 
ment at all. 

The roll-call was concluded. ; 

Mr. BAILEY. By an arrangement my pair with the Senator trom 
Nebraska [Mr. PADDOCK] has been transferred to the Senator trom 
New Jersey, [Mr. RANDOLPH, ] and I vote “ nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 28, nays 33; as follows: 


YEAS—23. 


ther he 


) 


a 


8 shall be 


Allison, Conkling. Jones of Florida, Platt, 
Anthony, Davis of Illinois, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 
Baldwin, Dawes, Kellogg, Rollins, 
Booth, Edmunds, Kirkwood, Saunders, 
Bruce, Hampton, Logan, Sharon, 
Burnside, Hoar, Me Millan Whyte, 
Cameron of Wis., Ingalls Morrill, Windom 
NAYS—33. 
Bailey, Garland, Lamar, Vance 
Bayard, Groome, McDonald, Vest, 
Beck, Grover, McPherson, Voorhees 
Butler, Harris, Morgan, Walker, 
Call, Hereford, Pendleton, Williams, 
Coke, Hill of Georgia, Pugh, Withers. 
Davisof W. Va., Johnston, Saulsbury 
Eaton, Jonas, Slater, 
Farley, Kernan, Thurman, 
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{oe 
ABSENT—15. but I am paired with the understanding that I may vote if my vote 
Carpenter, Hill of Colorado, tansom is necessary to make a quorum. ’ 
Blain Cockrell, Maxey, Teller, The roll-call was concluded. 
Brow, Ferry, ee ‘Wallace. Mr. KIRKWOOD, (after having voted in the affirmative.) I wish 
Cameron of Pa., — - to withdraw my vote. I thought the question was upon the amend 
So the amendment was rejected. ment of the Senator from Massachusetts. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thequestion is, Will the Senate agree Mr. TELLER. On all political questions I am paired with the Sen- 
» che resolution? upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered. | ator from Georgia, [Mr. Brown.] If he were present, I should vote 
"ae HOAR. I move to amend, to which I suppose there will be no | “ nay. A 7 ; 
setion, by adding at the end of the resolution the words: Mr. WALLACE. Iam paired with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, 
«a ; of Pennsylvania.} I should have voted “ yea,” if he had been here. 
Mr. COKE. I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. Maxry] has 
been paired with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry] on all these 
votes. 
The result was announced—yeas 42, nay 1; as follows: 


soa that it is the duty of Congress, without delay, to institute measures to 
Ai’ she due and orderly performance of said duty in future. 


\r, President, I suppose there is no person in this country, unless 

ho a person who desires disorder and revolution, who does not agree 

the disputed questions in reference to the mode of proceeding in 
tDat x 








‘otermining the result of the vote for President and Vice-President | : : YEAS—42 

vroht if possible to be put at rest, and they ought to be put at rest | Allison, ee 0. Saulsbury 
» a time When no practical question of the result of a particular elec- Bavasi — ms = — ’ 
von ig in dispute before the people. Some think that this can be | Beck, Farley, Jones of Florida, Vance 
ine by the law-making power; others think that it can be done | Blair. Garland, Jones of Nevada, Vest 

se by an amendment of the Constitution ; but in either event, the | Booth. Groome, Kernan, Voorhees 
only OY “hich is to secure that result must be inaugurated in the | Butler. rei Lamer, wine 
measure which 1s to . : ~ | Call, Hampton McPherson Williams 
éret instance by Congress. It cannot be the purpose of the mover of | Cockrell, Harris, Morgan, Withers 
the resolution, or of any person who proposes to vote for it, (among | Coke, Hereford, Pendleton 

hich number I am myself to be reckoned,) that we should continue Conkling, Hill of Georgia, Pugh 

the present doubt and uncertainty and anxiety to hang over the NAY$1 





oantry at every future closely contested presidential election. If | Whyte 
tisnot possible in the brief period remaining of the present Congress | ABSENT—33 
to deal with the subject, and that a majority should agree on any cae _ 


2 az.) | Anthony, Dawes McDonald Rollins, 
practical measure, certainly ‘we ought not to abandon the question | saldwin, Edmunds, MeMillan Saunders, 
rithout an emphatic declaration, and so far as we can pledge the two | Blaine, Ferry, Maxey, Sharon 
‘onses of Congress an emphatic pledge, that the subject shall be im- | Brown, Hamlin. Morrill Teller, 
ee . Galt with. ' I piecee, J Bruce, . oe s Colorado, Paddock Wallace, 
mediateiy ¢ A ° . Burnside, ngalls, Platt, Wind 

Mr. KERNAN. I ask that the amendment of the Senator from | Cameron of Pa., Seleer. Plumb. — 
Massachusetts be reported. Cameron of Wis., Kirkwood, Randolph 
The Chief Clerk read the amendment. Carpenter, Logan Ransom 


Mr. MORGAN. I hope that will be adopted. 

Mr, GARLAND. I agree entirely with the amendment, and also . a a. , 4 
with the remarks made by the Senator from Massachusetts. As one LAND IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS. 
member of the committee, for the past two years I have been work- | Mr. THURMAN. It will be recollected that the Indian allotment 
ing very hard to accomplish what the amendment contemplates. I bill was postponed until to-day in order that the resolution which has 
think it is one of the first duties that Congress owes to this country, | just been passed might be considered. The postponement until to- 
to make provision for the orderly performance of that duty as speci- | day gives it no precedence, and as I suggested the postponement, (the 
Jed and named in the amendment offered by the Senator from Mas- | Senator from Alabama moved it at my suggestion,) although Iam not 
sachusetts, I do not think that it ought to be postponed, if possible, | in favor of the bill, | move that the Senate proceed to its consider- 
many days longer. Ihopethe Senator from Alabama who has charge | ation. 
ff the main resolution will accept the amendment offered by the | The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. | Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (8S. No. 1773) to provide 

Mr.MORGAN. Ialsoconcur in the spiritand purpose of the amend- | for the allotment of lands in severalty to Indians on the various 
ment, and see no possible objection to its being adopted. On the | reservations, and to extend the protection of the laws of the States 
contrary, 1 think it is in the line of the duty of Congress. I hope | and Territories over the Indians, and for other purposes. 
the Senate will coneur in the amendment of the Senator from Mas- Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from California [Mr. 
sachusetts. BooTu] wishes to have the pensicn appropriation bill taken up. 

Mr. TELLER. We have on the Calendar two bills for this very Mr. BOOTH. Iask that the pending order be laid aside informally 
purpose ; one bill reported favorably from the select committee, by | in order to proceed with the consideration of the bill making appro- 
the chairman, [Mr, MORGAN, ] and another bill, which is in substance | priations for the payment of pensions. 
the bill the Senate passed in the Forty-fifth Congress, reported ad- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California asks 
versely, They are both on the Calendar. If Senators will give at- | unanimous consent of the Senate that the regular order may be infor- 
ention to the Calendar, there will not be any trouble probably about | mally laid aside in order that the Senate may proceed with the consid- 
getting one or the other bill before Congress, and out of it getting | eration of the pension appropriation bill. Is there objection? The 
sme kind of a bill that will be satisfactory. I do not suppose that | Chair hears none. 
the addition of these words to the resolution will change things very PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
ye not suppose there is any objection to the amendment. The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- 
ode AN. The yeas and nays have not been ordered on the | ation of the bill (H.R. No, 6532) making appropriations for the pay- 

The P a ll ment of invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal 
eh PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays have been or- year ending June 30, 1882. 

“Mr THURM Ag to the resolution. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending question, as the Chai: 

The PERarnna But not on this amendment ? is informed by the Secretary, is upon a question of order raised by 
ordered on t] ae —— No, the yeas and nays have not been | the Senator from Colorado [ Mr. TELLER] to the reception of the 

Mr THURMAD ment. — amendment of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. WITHERS, ] which the 
bere VeMAN. Then it is competent for the Senator from Ala- | Chair had submitted to the Senate, and the Senate was debating the 


So the resolution was agreed to. 








oo wonmine amendment, and I hope he will do so. question of order when the bill passed from the consideration of the 

oe GAN. I have stated my willingness to accept the amend- | Senate. 

|. mie ss Mr. LOGAN. I believe I am entitled to the floor upon that ques- 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays having been | tion. ’ me 


ordered on the 
a. 


nator from Aw resolutions, the Chair doubts the power of the The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois is entitled 
his resolution, ‘#/ama to accept an amendment, and thus to modify | to the floor upon the amendment offered by the Senator from Vir- 
Mr. THURMAN The ‘ inia, (Mr. WiTHERs,] but there is a question of order pending which 

i PRESIDING 0 1en let us have a vote on it. is submitted to the Senate for its decision. 
of the Senator fr os ICER. The question is on the amendment Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, at the time this bill was laid aside, I 
The enenionant o; {assachusetts, [Mr. HOAR. ] was attempting to discuss the proposition in regard to the power of 
The PRESIDING OFGnY to. i ; the Commissioner of Pensions under the law as it now exists and 
the resolution ag ER. The question recurs on agreeing to intended to try to demonstrate to the Senate, if I could, that the 
ordered, 4s amended, on which the yeas and nays have been | proposition now proposed to be put on the pension appropriation bill 
The Secretar does not afford the authority that the Commissioner claims that he 
Y proceeded to call the roll. desires, and that it will not effect the object that is proposed by the 


tr. RAN ; _ 
ments ne, iwhen his name was called.) As I stated afew mo- | Senator who offers it. I do not know that I can satis y any one in 
’ oo 18 question I am paired with the Senator from | reference to these two points, but I have examined it very carefully 
“IN, ] who has gone home in consequence of sickness, | and I am thoroughly satisfied that it will not advance either the 


Maine, (Mr. H 
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should be adopted. 
Prior to proceeding I desire to call the attention of the Senate to 


oO! 
ta 
ol 
{ 
i 


‘ 


16 thing, so that Senators may be notified that if any others shall 


ke the same ground that I do, what perhaps they will be accused 





in some of the newspapers of the country. Iam not in the habit 
I . ; 

calling the attention of the Senate to things that are said about 

e in the newspapers; that would take up too much time; but to 

tis attack I do desire to call the attention of the Senate for a rea- 

n that I shall explain. In the New York Tribune of February 2, 

om a special correspondent in Washington City, I find the follow- 
langua re 

{ distir shed v of reform in the Pension 

nd the Der ceable ve f the Washington 

I ‘ tice that at this time were it not for one thing, which 

. entiol I was not surprised at it. For years past it has been 


common for some of the correspondents of the New York Tribune 
saults upon me that I suppose it is about time now for a 


renewal of the attack. I presume this ¢ orrespondent, by the card of 


e Senator, has the right to be on this floor, as I frequently see him 
the seats here during the hours of business. I cannot here in this 
amber, with due propriety, properly characterize this false state- 


ent or the correspondent who wrote it, whose name I understana 


be F. C. Bickford, and therefore must now content myself by say- 
+} cel at 43 nan tatnn 1 is wanti bos ene oe : 

¢ that the author of this base falsehood is wanting in all the essen- 

3 that go to make up a gentleman. I make this enduring record 

this person that he may have it for a reference hereafter; and I 

sav further that I desire to call the attention of the Senator who 

rnishes a card to such a person that he may take notice to whom 


$25,000,000, as I understand the Senator. 


sx 


$510,301,637.25. 


furnishes cards. 
When the bill was last under discussion my attention was called, 
e Senator from West Virginia[ Mr. Davis] to the array of figures 
e brought to the attention of the Senate. I would not dis- 
with him in reference to his calculation, knowing how often he 
s figure for the benefit of the Senate, if it had not been for one 
ry extraordinary statement that I find in his caleulation, and I will 
| his attention to it so that he may explain how he arrives at the 
The amount of arrears of pensions for the last year was 
Was it not? Iask the 


iciusio0Nn. 


nator. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will say to the Senator from Illi- 
nois that I have not the figures now before me, but I presume he is 
orrect. I will send and get the RecorD, however. 

Mr. LOGAN. The first payment of pensioners was $3,821,826.09. 
Arrears in pending claims”’—now mark, this is what I desire to call 
his attention to—“ arrears in pending claims, $192,000,847.50;” “ an- 
nual pensions to 125,000 new pensioners, $224,155,000 ; ” making in all 


If that Senator with all his genius and power and 


knowledge in mathematics which he has demonstrated so frequently 


mn 


this floor can satisfy the Senate how he arrived at the amount of 


rrears that are to be paid to pending claims now in the office of the 


( 


ommissioner of Pensions, I should like to know how he does it. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Does the Senator wish an answer? 
Mr. LOGAN. Ido. I wish the gentleman to state how he arrives 
that conclusion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I do not know that I can state how 
rrived at it exactly ; but, in the first place, it will be understood— 


and I think the Senator understands it, for I stated it two or three 
tir 
that isto come. We cannot state anything positively that has not 
already taken place, but this is an estimate. The Senator will notice 


nes—this was an estimate, and that is all we can make of anything 


that this is taken from the letter of the Commissioner of Pensions. 
The Commissioner of Pensions goes on to state the basis upon which 
ie predicates his remarks and figures, and I quoted from him. I 
velieve 1 took the identical figures. I will say to the Senator, as I 
inderstand, and the document shows, it came through the Secretary 
‘f the Interior to the Senate, and it was called for by a letter from 


myself, as chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, to know 
what in his opinion would be the ameunt. It isan opinion only of 
ourse, but 


he appears to give facts that look reasonable, I will say to 


the Senate. 


attention toit. T 


Mr. LOGAN. That is exactly the reason why I called the Senator’s 


16 presumption is that every Senator had read the 


estimate made by the Commissioner of Pensions, but the Senator got 
ip bere with slips of paper and read these figures off as though he 
had made the calculation, and any one reading his remarks will un- 
derstand it as being remarks made by himself on his own figures. 


However that may be, it is immaterial; but if the Senator relies 


on the Commissioner of Pensions, I should like to know from him or 
from any one else how the Commissioner of Pensions can make any 

alculation whatever upon the amount of pensions that are to be al- 
lowed from claims that have never been examined, for he says that 
these claims have not been examined ? 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will not interrupt the Senator 


unless it is agreeable to him. 


Mr. LOGAN. Itis perfectly agreeable. What I want is to get at 


the merits of this thing. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. AsI understand, the way the Com- 


missioner of Pensions gets at these claims is, that he knows exactly 


terests of the pensioner or of the Government if the amendment how many are now pending ; he estimates the number tha 
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ee 
5 ; a C Will pro 

ably be rejected at 30 per cent. That is based, as I unders: ae 

letter, upon what has heretofore taken place. arte 


2 , About one-t 
round numbers, of the whole claims that have been filed are r 
and he deducts, as I understand, about one-third, and ties a 
“20 = . , an len est ‘ 
the 66% per cent. or 70 per cent., whichever is left, and proport a 
I 0 


in proportion to those he has examined, and estimates tho; : 


hird, j; 


will cost. That is the way I understand it. _ 
Now I want to say one word for the Commissioner of Pe 

The Commissioner of Pensions I believe is an honest, square om , 

man. I believe he is trying to do his duty, and I am glad ty <. 

him that I have seen nothing in him but what becom: san offices 

a gentleman, and a man who understands the office as wal) .. 

better, in my opinion, than any man who has been in it sineo I 


been in Congress. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is all gratuitous. So far as Iam; 
have nothing to say, but I do have something to say in ref, 
those figures made and indorsed by Senators here to the count; 
in that indorsement trying to establish the proposition be - 
country that the arrears of pensions are over five hundred ; 
dollars. Of that man I have naught to say at this point. [If] 
mate is so correct now, how is it that his estimate was $50 (nw 
the time the .rrears-of-pensions act passed, and how is it that ¢hy 
estimates cha. ge so rapidly. You know from the examination of». 
of his reports right before you that he demonstrates the fact th» 
the examination he has made of suspected claims he has refused roy 
than one-half. a 

Mr. BOOTH. Will the Senator allow me to interrun? 
moment ? i 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BOOTH. The impression has gone abroad, possibly throne 


\ 





the speech of the Senator from West Virginia and the speech of + 
Senator from Kentucky on the free-ships resolution, that the a; 
to be paid for arrears of pensions is estimated at $510,000,000 

Mr. LOGAN. That is exactly what I am calling the attentio 
the country to now. 

Mr. BOOTH. But that is not the estimate of tl 
Pensions. His estimate is that the amount of 
pensioners who get on the rolls through the arr 
amount of annual pensions that these persons will receive duri 
their probable expectation of life will amount to $510,000,0 

Mr. LOGAN. Exactly. That is a very different proposition; 
that is just what I was coming to. Two statements have been: 
on the floor of the Senate in order to alarm the country and the py 
ple in reference to pensions; and so it reads in the Recorp |} 
to-day—and no man can read it without so understanding it— 
the arrears of pensions are not the $510,000,000. That is exactly wha 
I am controverting. I say it is not the fact. That is the reason wh 
I called the attention of the Senator from West Virginia to it. Sena- 
tors who are so prolific of figures on this floor, without any intent 
whatever of distorting the facts, but using figures in which they mak 
such mistakes, go to the country and alarm the tax-payers of t 
country in reference to the persons who are drawing pensions fr 
the Government. When I rose to defend the pensioners of this 
try the other day I was assailed by newspapers and _ persons because 
I desired to call the attention of the country to the fact that thes 
statements were untrue and had no basis or justification at all. 

Now let us go a iittle further with the statement of the Senator 
from West Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator be kind enough 
to give me the date of the Recorp to which he refers, so that I cat 
send for a copy? 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir; it is the REcorpD containing the proceed- 
ings of February 1. I find by examining the figures of the Senator 
that he makes an estimate of the arrears of pensions at $500.15 per 
ext 


al 





» Commissioner 





ears to be paid 


rage act and t 





pensioner who is entitled to arrears of pension. In almost the! 
line, in order to make the amount $192,000,000, he estimates It 
$1,025 per annum. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator allow me to » 
terrupt him? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly I will allow the Senator. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The $560 is the actual payment 
the pensioners now on the roll, not an estimate, the actual payment 
of the old pensioners. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Those already paid? ro 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Those already paid; S00l Js tr 
amount, I think. I am speaking from recollection. The $1," 
that is the amount which is estimated, which I think appears, 4 ¢ 
estimate upon what is to come; in other words, new claims; oe 
Commissioner of Pensions estimates it from the new ¢:a.ms that® 
has examined; so that the new claims cost much more than the 
ones. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Because they run back further? 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Because they go back, unde! 
back pay. Je satan aia 
Mr. LOGAN. I do not wish to criticise what the Senator 4 If the 


here, but it will not do for him to give that as an excuse. Pa 
arrears of pensions running for fifteen years make the averag’ ra 
sion $560, will he please inform me if it is ranning on two yeal® me 
how it will increase to $1,025. Thatis an impossibility. If it rat 
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1881. 


ehree years or five years more, it would not doit. Eight dollars per 
mon 
paid to th 


of time. 


e common pensioner, will not double itself in a short length 
If it is $560 now, at $96 per annum, it will take over five 
vars to do it. These statements in the Senate Chamber as elsewhere 
see ymetimes very loosely made and very damagingly made to men 
a cae not to be damaged by statements that are not correct. 
"" a wish to pursue these figures further than to say that these 
in are not well founded. Now let us go a little further in this 
ation. | perhaps during my remarks said that the law asit stands 
‘lay was sufficient and gave sufficient authority to the Commis- 
= of Pensions to detect frauds. For that I was arraigned, and 
id I was in the interest of somebody other than the pen- 
-. =6Sir, my colleague and I represent more pensioners for dis- 
vin the late war than all the members from every Southern 
“put together. Why should I advocate a proposition to the 
ary of the pensioner unless I did it unwittingly ? ' 
Bat to carry out what I was saying, that justice was not done in 
-ye reports and in the statements that have gone to the country in 
ference to the poor people who are drawing pensions, and to show 
at th ere has been an attempt tc cast suspicion upon every one of 
my no matter where he resides or how much or how little persion 
» draws, 1 desire to call the attention of the Senate to a paragraph 
» a jetter written by the Commissioner of Pensions to a gentleman 
+ the name of A. V. Rice, chairman of the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, House of Representatives, 1878. In one paragraph of this 
letter he says: 
r Hes pertaining to the settlement of pension claims partake largely of a 
dicial nature The officer who is charged with the duty of admitting or reject 
othe claims must be convinced by the proof adduced either that the claim is 
1t it is without merit, and the difticulty which is now experienced by the 
charged with the settlement of the claims which have ac cumulated and 
ich are now being filed is that they cannot bring themselves to believe 
he testimony Which is offered. 


Will any Senator in this Chamber accuse me of being unfair with 


stimates 


sone 


was 8a 
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th, $96 a year, which is more than the average pension that is 
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judges or clerks cannot bring themselves to believe, what ? 
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Army. If he lost his leg, his arm, his eye, received a wound, or was 
disabled in the service, or contracted a disease while in the service. 
not in disobedience of orders, but performing lawfnl and proper duty 
that man is entitled to a pension under the pension laws. 

If a man proves by the record in the War Department that he was 
a soldier; that he was in battle or that without being in battle he 
received an injury or contracted a disease that is the first proposi- 
tion, that is sufficient. Then the question comes as to proof. Th: 
evidence comes to prove these facts, and then this man says that his 
Any of 
the evidence? That is not his statement. They cannot bring them- 
selves to believe the proof in the office. If the proof is unworthy of 
belief, of course it ought to be discarded, but when the wholesale 
statement is made that the proof cannot be made merely because it 
is made in behalf of a soldier, then the distinction is made. Proofs 
are made in the Senate Chamber. But recently a claim was passed 
through the Senate on ex partestatement. Why? Because the Sen 
ators believed the facts; because the Senators believed the evidence 
Why? The first proposition being established, the other followed 


| and they believed it. 


this Commissioner of Pensions, when over his own signature he ac- | 


ses, indirectly, every pensioner who applies to-day of being a dis- 
honest man, and says the difficulty is that they cannot bring them- 
gelves te believe what is sworn in these cases. It is partially a 
iudicial act on the part of these clerks and officers to examine and 
decide on pension cases. While it is partly a judicial act, and I agree 
to that, lask how it is that a man sitting as a judge cannot be brought 
to believe the evidence, unless he has reason to disbelieve it? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If the Senator will allow me, he 
will observe a further statement in the letter of the Commissioner to 
the effect that very frequently in examining the evidence adduced 
in support of these claims it appears that the statements contained 


in the different affidavits are contradictory, and that the statements | 


contained in the affidavits contradict the record as it appears in the 
War Department. The Senator'will not seriously insist that the Com- 
missioner of Pensions means to state, or does state in the extract which 
he hasjust read from his letter, that it isdifficult forthe clerks to bring 


themselves to believe the testimony in any case. The Commissioner of | 
> | he has recently stated. 


Pensions does not intend any such thing ; but he refers in his letter, 
as the Senator observes, to the fact that all the testimony except the 
testimony derived from the records of the War Department is in the 
shape of ex parte affidavits ; he speaks of the unsatisfactory nature of 
that evidence, and, as I have already remarked, refers to the contra- 
dictory statements in the affidavits. For that reason it is difficult 
for the clerks, who certainly perform a judicial function—they are 
judges—to bring themselves to believe these contradictory statements. 

Mr. LOGAN. Of course I do not wish, outside of the record, to 
make accusations against any person, but when I take the record that 
bey make for themselves I must take what they state. If the Com- 
missioner of Pensions is unable to believe contradictory statements, 
that is very easily stated ; but when he states, as he does here, that 
“the difficulty which is now experienced by the persons charged 
with the settlement of the claims which have accumulated and those 
Which are now being filed is that they cannot bring themselves to 


velieve the testimony which is offered,” what does he mean? They | 


cannot bring themselves to believe what testimony ? Not the con- 
tradictory testimony ; that is not what he says; but the claims which 


are filed and which are being filed cannot be believed by these clerks. | 


ney cannot bring themselves to believe. Why? It is too bad that 
these judicial gentlemen cannot bring themselves to believe some 
‘ings that are said on behalf of these poor soldiers. I suppose if'a 
tian proves that his leg was shot off these judicial gentlemen would 
lieve it if they should see the man with his leg off. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It would depend on where and under 
What circumstances the leg happened to be shot off. If it were shot 
of ina bar-room brawl, he would not be believed. He must have 
Teceived it in the line of his duty. 

Mr. LOGAN, C 
ofduty? There is another proposition: “in the line of his duty.” 
, “re are quibbles in the Pension Office about what is the line of 


a Some people cannot bring themselves to believe that ifa man 
then incamp he is not in the line of duty; they cannot bring 


se foe believe that if he is ordered home he is in the line of 
ene “ome men actually think aman must be atthe front firing at the 
a y in order to be in the line of duty. A man is in theline of duty 

*rever he is under orders, and not disobeying orders, but in the 


But if a man proves that he lost his leg in the line | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


So it is in reference to asoldier. The first proposition being estab 
lished that he was a soldier and in the line of his duty, then the mere 
question as to whether he was shot or contracted a disease can be 
proven by the record, if any exists, or by his comrades, by a physician, 
or by persons who know the fact; and to say that all this evidence 
cannot be believed is a broad statement that I think ought not to b 
made by any man who is a friend to the man who is decrepid and 
disabled and diseased on account of service to his country. 

Right here I wish to call the attention of the Senate again to the 
intimations made in reference to the law not being competent author- 
ity for the purpose of making examinations in pension cases. The 
Commissioner of Pensions, in his report of the 30th of June, 1880, after 
speaking of the amounts, says: 

It will be observed that the rates at which the arrears have been adjust 
detail exceed the average of the estimate— 

What average? The average that he made for the Senate and 
House of Representatives when the act was passed 
upon the whole 45,155 cases less than one cent and two mills on the dollar, which 
under the circumstances of the adjustments, is an exceedingly slight differenc« 

This result fully vindicates the plan adopted for rating the arrears, and speaks 
highly for the unprejudiced judgment and skill of the clerks who were employed 
upon that work, and particularly of Captain C. F. Sawyer, who has had 
all matters touching the settlement of these cases 


sharge ot 


Now, put the two statements of the Commissioner together. In one 
he says the evidence is such that they cannot bring themselves to be 
lieve it. In the next statement he follows it up. His last report to 
the Congress of the United States is that it is only one cent and a few 
mills over his estimate; and he is proud of it; he brags of it in his 
report, and calls attention to the fact of how well the officers have 
adjudicated these claims. I ask if there is any consistency in this; 
if there is any reason why these statements should be made in refer- 
ence to the pension laws and the pensioners? for these are facts that 


Let me call the attention of the Senator from West Virginia, who 
has retired, because of course all the interest he has in this case is 
passed after he has made his speech, which was demonstrated to the 
country and to the Senate to be of no very great value so far as his fig- 
ures are concerned; but I desire now to call the attention of the Senate 
to the present law, because the great objection made is that frauds 
cannot be detected. Let me read from the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions himself made on the 30th of June, 1880, where he 
said : 

Out of an appropriation of 340,000 to pay the expenses of the clerks detailed to 
make the investigations only $26,466.19 was expended. The crowded condition of 
the oflice work rendered it inexpedient to detail the usual number of clerks for 
this duty, and thesame conditions continue to be operative. 

During the last four years the investigations have been very thorough and made 
with great care, and so conducted as to furnish the pensioners and claimants, whose 
cases were under investigation, as ample opportunity as possible under the system 
for apes to the office all the facts connected with their cases which might 
tend to clear them from the suspicion which had attached. 

There the Commissioner of Pensions had $40,000 given to him for 
investigations. He says he has only expended $26,000 of it, and he 
says for four years these investigations have been thorough, and so 
thorough as to be satisfactory to the pension claimants and the Pen- 
sion Office. If these investigations have been so thorough as to be 
satisfactory, 1 ask, then, what is the matter with the law under which 
these investigations were made? I desire to examine the law, which, 
as I have said before in the Senate, is ample for the purpose of mak- 
ing these investigations and for the purpose of doing justice both to 
the Government and tbe pensioner. There may be some amendments 
necessary, but that the whole system must be changed is entirely un- 
necessary. The proof proposed is an entire change of the system, for 
the proposition made by the Senator from Virginia is to repeal every 
section that gives any authority of examinations, any authority of 
testing the pensioner, any authority forexamining pensioners, and sub- 
stitutes a new and dissimilar mode forthat purpose. In reference to 
Navy pensions of 1812 we find this to be the law: 

Sec. 4739. Before the name of any person is placed upon the pension-roll under 
the three preceding sections, proof shall be made, under such regulations as the 


Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, that the applicant is entitled to a poe 
under the provisions of the sections herein cited ; and the Secretary of the Interior 
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shall cause to be stricken from the pension-roll the name of any person whenever 
it appears, by proof satisfactory, that such name was put upon such roll through 
false or fraudulent representations. 

There the Secretary of the Interior has ample power to investigate 
every case known as the case of a pensioner of the war of 1812, and 
to strike any one from the roll. There it is not necessary to prove 
disease, it is not necessary to prove wound or disability, but merely 
the fact that the party was either a survivor of that war, having been 
a soldier in that war, or that the applicant was the widow of such a 
soldier. 
go upon the pension-roll ; but the Secretary of the Interior has power 
under this law at any time to strike from the roll any person that has 
been put there either fraudulently or by mistake. 

Now, what more power is desired in reference to pensioners of the 
war of 1812? The least suspicion woulé authorize an investigation. 
The least investigation would prove the fact as to whether the man 
was a soldier or not, and if he was not he would be stricken from the 
roll. There, then, is full power in that case. Now let us follow the 
subject up in reference to pensioners who served in the Union Army 
during the late war, or rebellion, as it is commonly called. Let us 
see now whether or not the Commissioner has ample power to inves- 
tigate fraud. Section 4744 of the Revised Statutes provides: 

The Commissioner of Pensions is authorized to detail from time to time clerks 
in his office to investigate suspected attempts at fraud on the Government through 
and by virtue of the provisions of the pension laws, and to aid in prosecuting any 
person 80 offending, with such additional compensation as is customary in cases 
of special service; and any person so detailed shall have the power to administer 
oaths and take affidavits in the course of any such investigation. 

Now, I should like to ask what more power is desired, what more 
power is given in this new bill that is proposed for investigating 
frauds than this? He may detail any clerks, as many clerks as he 
pleases, and now, as I understand—whether correct or not I do not 
know, but it was stated in the speech of the Senator from Indiana 
the other day—there are some forty detailed at the present moment ; 
but I should like to know what more power you can give to the Com- 
missioner of Pensions to investigate fraud than to authorize him by 
law to send out and examine any pensioner on the roll at any place, 
at any time, whenever he chooses, and strike him from the roll or 
reduce his pension. 

If I were engaged in deciding these cases, and the law gave me 
power to send anybody to investigate a claimant, to call any witness 
I desired, to swear that witness and examine him thoroughly, and 
then to decide whether the pensioner was on the roll fraudulently or 
not, and to dismiss him from the roll or reduce his pension, what 
more authority could any one demand ? 

Now, let me read again section 4746: 

Every person who knowingly or willfully in any wise procures the making or 
presentation of any false or fraudulent affidavit concerning any claim for pension, 

or payment thereof, or pertaining to any other matter within the jurisdiction of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, or who knowingly or willfully presents, or causes 
to be os at any — agency any ote’ of attorney or other paper re- 
quired as a voucher in drawing a pension, which paper bears a date subsequent to 
that on which it was actually signed or executed, shall be punished by a fine not 
aeeeene $500, or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years, or by 
both. 

Every person, whether attorney or claimant, who knowingly and 
willfully presents any fraudulent paper or any fraudulent affidavit 
connected with an application of a party for a pension or connected 
with his application fordrawing the pension after the pension has been 
granted, is subject to a fine of $500 and imprisonment for three years, 
or both. That power is given to the Commissioner of Pensions to 
prosecute and to have indicted all such persons, to send out his clerks, 
to send out his special agents to ferret out such cases and go before 
a court and have the guilty parties tried and punished. How much 
broader could you make that law? If the punishment is not ample, 
amend it. Certainly the power is ample. The power to detect and 
the power to punish is ample. If the punishment is not ample make 
it more. What else can be wanted ? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I ask the Senator from Illinois if he will not 
elaborate that point a little more as to the power to detect ? 

Mr. LOGAN. 
is this: the Commissioner may call a clerk into requisition ; he may 
call a surgeon into requisition ; he may call a board of surgeons into 
requisition ; he may compel the man to come and be examined; he 
can read and sift the evidence ; he can call any witnesses he chooses ; 


he can call as witnesses all the man’s neighbors if he desires and swear | 
them, and the power is given to the special agent to administer oaths. | 


Mr. BURNSIDE. Now, as to the power to detect originally, not to 


missioner of Pensions now to ascertain that? 

Mr. LOGAN. To do what? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. If the Commissioner suspects there is anything 
wrong, of course he can send a man to investigate it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Do you mean the case of persons already on the 
rolls? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. 
the rolls, either one. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will give my view of it, at least. 
detec’ a person improperly on the roll is this: if a pensioner is to-day 
drawing $8 a month or $100 a month—it is immaterial so far as the 
amount of pension is concerned—for any cause, it is not necessary, 


A person on the rolls or a person trying to get on 
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These facts being established, the law entitles the party to | evidence in the Pension Office. All the power that could }¢ 





| who were not entitled to pensions. 


The power to detect under the law as it now exists | 





The power to | 
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under this law, that the Commissioner shall even suspect {| 

He may get up a suspicion of his own, without any arising _ mat 

dence; but the power is ample, full, and complete in the — 
sioner of Pensions to send and have that man examined by ; — 
or by a. board of surgeons, to see whether he is improperly - heen 
on account of disease or wounds. In the next place, he has _ rolls 
send and have the witnesses re-examined before the special — 

a mere suspicion, to reswear them, to call all his neighbors and ow _ 
them, to swear any witness the agent pleases in order to aan 


Ube 


> asked + 


be conferred on a man for the purpose of detecting fraud js Conferre 
on the Commissioner of Pensions now. There is hardly any». 
you can conceive of to detect frauds which he does not peteona. Ye 
ay change the mode and manner of exercising it, but it is amn\y 
10W. ‘ 
Mr. BURNSIDE. I do not think the Senator from Illinois unde 
stands my question. I want to know how suspicion can be raised in 
the mind of the Commissioner of Pensions. If the Senator )) 
allow me to say a few words, probably he will understand What | 
mean. . 

There is a great aversion on the part of every fair man to o ving 
information. I have had my attention called, and the Senator y, 
doubt has had his attention called, to people who were “ dead-beats.’ 
I never write to the Comps. 
sioner of Pensions about such a case; but on two or three Occasions 
I told the people to write the Commissioner. There is great aversior 
te giving information of that kind. If the Commissioner of Pensions 
had men identified with these communities who felt it to be their 
duty to see that honest soldiers were protected by the punishment of 
dishonest ones, there would be much more probability of the Com. 
missioner of Pensions being able to do his duty by seeking out the 
fraudulent pensioners. I agree with the Senator from Illinois in the 
belief that there are very few dishonest pensioners; but I do not 
mean to say that is the only reason why I am in favor of this pil], 
There are other points I shall endeavor to talk about hereafter, byt 
I desire to know how the original suspicion can come to the Cop. 
missioner of Pensions under the present law ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I will try to state to the Senator, if I can, howa 
suspicion can arise about an original application for a pension; bnt 
first let me state that when a man is on the pension-roll, the pre- 
sumption of law is that he is rightfully there. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I agree with the Senator there perfectly. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, if the Commissioner of Pensions for any rea- 
son whatever suspects that a man is improperly on the pension-roll 
and ever desires an examination, he has all the power that law can 
give him to order it. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. But we must assume that the Commissioner does 
not so desire, unless there is some reason for creating suspicion in 
his mind. How can that suspicion arise in his mind? 

Mr. LOGAN. I will answer that. If thereis no reason for having 
a suspicion in his mind, he ought not to have the suspicion. That is 
all. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Now how does the Senator answer this question 
We all know that there are fraudulent pensions 

Mr. LOGAN. You may know it. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Under the present system it is the duty of no- 
body where these men exist to inform on them. No one will do it 
it is not the duty of anybody to do it. 

Mr. LOGAN. If there is nobody to inform the Commissioner, and 
he does not know anything about it himself, and if you do not know 
anything about it and I do not know anything about it, what mgit 
have we to suspect a man where nobody knows anything!’ 

Mr. BURNSIDE. The Government of the United States is suiier- 
ing to that extent. We all know, I know, so does the Senator, that 
there are fraudulent pensions. I know that I have had to go to the 
Commissioner of Pensions when I have doubted the evidence, and 
have seen that things were regular where I knew they were trying 
manufacture evidence. ‘ 

Mr. LOGAN. So far as a knowledge of fraudulent pensions is col- 
cerned, I am perfectly willing that the Senator should speak for hin 
self, but I am not willing that he shall speak for me. If the Senator 
knows of a fraudulent pensioner it is his duty to tell the Commissione! 
of Pensions and have the matter examined. I do not know of any, 
but if I did I should tell him. If we are honest in our desire to pro 
tect the Government, if we know of a fraudulent pensioner, we ought 





| to give the information; if we do not know of it, we ought not t 
prevent frauds, but to detect who is a fraudulent pensioner when | 
fraud has taken place, what power is in the possession of the Com- | 


have suspicion. “ eae 
Mr. BURNSIDE. If I knew it I would tell it, but I would not 
tell the Commissioner to examine a pensioner if somebody merely 
came and told me he was improperly on the roll, and the Senator 
would not do it either. 
Mr. LOGAN. Why does the Senator say he and I 
fraudulent pensioners? I do not know any such thing. 


know there are 
There may 


be thousands of them; I do not pretend to say there are not; but ' 


say that I know it is not the mot, for I do not know it. I do not 


know of any man who is a fraudulent pensioner. ida 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I beg the pardon of the Senator from lino 
for saying that he knew there were fraudulent pensioners. asst 
not mean to say that; but he knows that there are frau 
claims, 








1. 


yr, LOGAN. Ob, very likely; but I know nothing about them. 
\, BURNSIDE. Have you never gone far enough in pension 
ec in your own experience to know that there was a fraud? 

ape LOGAN. I never have gone into pension papers. I merely re- 
ute to the Commissioner of Pensions. I never applied for a pen- 
nh for anybody, and have had nothing to do with it except to send 
*saners of applicants to the Pension Office. ; 

\. BURNSIDE. I do not engage in that kind of business either, 
“1 )pave gone over hundreds of pension papers to tell people whether 

"were entitled to pensions or not. 

‘i; LOGAN. Did you present them ? 4 

fy, BURNSIDE. I sent them to the Commissioner of Pensions. 
ir LOGAN. Did you try to get a pension when you did not believe 
‘vos right? That would be a very strange thing. 
\r. BURNSIDE. No; I never did. ; 
\ir, LOGAN. I am not going to dispute with the Senator from 
ode Island about what he knows. I have nothing to say about 
hat; but I do say in reply to what he has said that I do not know 
‘vn fact of there being a pensioner who is on the rolls fraudulently. 
There may be thousands; I do not question the statement; but to 
cav that 1 know it cannot be said. / 

“Vr, BURNSIDE. I did not mean to say the Senator knew it. IfI 
wid that, it was under a misapprehension. I said the Senator no 
ionbt knew of fraudulent claims being presented. I have not said 
that I supposed he knew there were fraudulent pensioners, because I 
o not know anything about what he knows. At any rate, if I said 
-hat, I desire to correct myself in that respect, because I did not mean 
to Say 1b. 


Mr. (OGAN. I know, however, and I know the Senator will agree 
with me, that there are many men who are to-day walking around 
ind apparently as healthy as the Senator who are not able to perform 
manual labor. ; 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I agree with the Senator fully in that. 

Mr. LOGAN. There is not one of those men to-day, as unfortunate 
1s such aman may be, with his scars covered, but what is suspected 
pecause he is walking around the streets, and people point at him and 
say “that isa pensioner.” There is where much of this suspicion 
arises; there is much of it arises in the mind of the Commissioner of 
Pensions. That man never slept in the open air when the rain was 
pouring down in his face and slept on on account of the burdens of the 
Jay he had borne; that man never marched under the scorching and 

arming sun for the protection of his Government; that man never 
went through and across the streams, through swamps, and slept in 
warshes where disease was contracted, and for that reason he may 
readily invite suspicion of any man who apparently is not unsound. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator allow me to say just one word 
n the way of explanation ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. The Senator and I, I am satisfied, are traveling 
n precisely the same channel. I am forthe amendment for a reason 
which I will not give now, but will after awhile. If it costs the Gov- 
emmment $500,000 a year to establish a system by which these men can 
be placed above suspicion and separated from men who really deserve 
suspicion, I believe in spending that money. 

Mr. LOGAN. Sodo I. But lam trying, and I think I will succeed 
eiore I get through, to demonstrate the fact that this proposition 
he Senator is going to vote for will do no such thing. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Then I shall not vote for it. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will try to prove it at any rate. We were talking 
ibout suspicions. I know men who have been right here in this Sen- 

ate Chamber, who served with us in this body, whose disease did not 

| show itself, whom the Senator knows and so do I, were not compe- 
‘ent to perform manual labor; and he knows and so do I that there 
ire many thousands of just that kind of men in this country. Peo- 
who see them ordinarily would think they were not entitled to 
vensions; but they really are broken down and diseased from their 
‘torts during the war. These are the men who bring suspicion on 

‘hemselves, because their appearance does not indicate that they are 

neound or disabled. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator from Illinois let me ask him a 


Rhode 


ilestion ? 
at. LOGAN. Certainly. 
: ‘ir, CONKLING. Iam listening to the Senator from Illinois be- 


ause | am aware that this is a subject of which he understands much 
= which I understand little; and I would like him if he will to 
‘ughten me upon this argument which I hear made. Itis said that 
t ve Commissioner of Pensions and the Senator from Illinois and 
oom else acquainted with the subject believe that there isa 
__4in percentage, unfixed of course, of fraudulent claims and allow- 
i ~*S 10 Tespect of pensions, that widows’ claims and orphans’ claims 
y ‘é other things are fictitiously conjured up and have succeeded, and 
’ ‘at the claimants are borne on the pension-roll—who they are in the 
— nobody professes to know, but there is a belief that here is a 
a von, Leteentage of what I may callfraud. Now it is said that if that 
y bo ae and there be no mode of ascertaining its truth or its false- 
” aoe of ascertaining if it be true who the fraudulent parties 
at tT rv _ continue indefinitely and perpetually. 
ilueteation Toe will allow me to point my question to him by an 


a Thich it j will resort to this illustration: Here is a bank from 
i ~ "8 Supposed bills are in cireulation which are counterfeit and 
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false bills. Nobody knows who holds those bills ; nobody knows who 
has passed them ; but information satisfies the board of directors that 
counterfeits on that bank are out. It is said that unless the bank 
takes some measures to trace these counterfeits and find out where 
they are, find out whether they exist, and if so to what extent and 
in what number, they will float perpetually, and cheat the public if 
they do not defraud the bank, and that therefore the bank ought to 
take pains, as the Senator from Rhode Island has said, not to rely 
upon some chance person who may come in and give information, 
but to employ agents to ascertain the fact. So now, coming back to 
this case, the argument is that Government should set in motion 


some sort of agency to find out, first, whether there is a fraudulent 
percentage of claims in the Department, and second, if so, who these 
claimants are. If the honorable Senator will do me the favor to 
tell me, as no doubt he can if it exists, how the present law sup- 
plies that need, and provides for that difficulty, I shall be very glad 


to hear it in this connection, as he is on that point. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will state itif I can. As I was stating, the Com- 
missioner of Pensions has power—I do not know whether the Senator 
from New York was listening to me or not 

Mr. CONKLING. Every word. 

Mr. LOGAN. He has power to send an agent to examine every- 
body, to take testimony. Another power exists that I have not men- 
tioned. The Commissioner of Pensions has authority under the law 
to establish a board of surgeons in every district, to order any or 
every pensioner before that board for examination, and he may at 
the same time send his special agent to re-examine a pensioner and 
reswear the witnesses. There is the power; not only may he appoint 
a surgeon in such county or town, but he may organize a board of 
three surgeons, and order every pensioner in that eommunity before 
them for examination. There is the power. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Those surgeons could simply pass 
on the physical condition of the pensioner at the time he appeared 
before the board? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. They could not pass upon the ques- 
tion whether or not the disability was received in the line of his duty 
as a soldier, or whether or not his disability was occasioned by any- 
thing that occurred when he was a soldier, or whether or not he ever 
was a soldier at all. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will answer the Senator very readily on that point. 
Will he please inform me how the board of surgeons that he proposes 
will know anything about the contracting of the disability ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. They can call witnesses for the 
purpose. 

Mr. LOGAN. Exactly, and so can this board of surgeons under the 
present law. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I do not so understand. 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir; the special agent, a clerk from the Depart- 
ment, can swear every neighbor the pensioner has got and every 
soldier. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. But we are talking about the board 
of surgeons now, not about the special agent. 

Mr. LOGAN. How will your board of surgeons determine ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It is not a board of surgeons. 

Mr. LOGAN. How will the surgeons determine ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It isa board composed of one law- 
yer and one surgeon. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well; how will they determine ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. They will determine it, if they de- 
termine it all, not by ex parte evidence, but by examining and cross- 
examining witnesses that may be brought before them. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. The agent has a perfect right to do that 
now under the law as it exists. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I was not discussing the powers of 
the agent, but the powers of the board of surgeons. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well; the agent may appear before the board 
of surgeons at the time they sit, and call every pensioner in the 
county, and re-examine all the witnesses. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. That is true. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is the power. What more power do you give? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Now, let me ask the Senator from Illinois this 
question: Suppose this board of surgeons, as the law now exists, has 
the same capacity for examining witnesses that this lawyer and sur- 
geon would have; suppose that the Commissioner of Pensions were 
to order in every district the board of surgeons to call before it every 
pensioner and make an examination of him, how much more would 
their expenses be under the present law than under the system pro- 
posed by the amendment ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I will discuss that system under the amendment when 
I come to it; but I will now say that the new system proposed will 
be very much more expensive. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. It will be more expensive, I grant; but suppose 
it was necessary under the old law to do just what the Senator from 
Illinois has said could be done, then'I would like to have him say, 
when he comes to that point, what the expense would be. 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator pretend to say that the system he 
is trying to get established is not more expensive than the present one f 

Mr. BURNSIDE. It is much more expensive. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly, it is much more expensive. 
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Mr. BURNSIDE. But it would not be more expensive than the 
' l 
present system would be if the present system was condu ted as the 


Senator from Illinois suggests in order to detect frauds 

Mr. LOGAN. I begpardon. The system that you are trying to get 
up—and I think I shall demonstrate it before I get through—is very 
much more expensive than the present system, if carried out as 
stated — 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator allow 
expensive—to the pensioner or to the pul 

Mr. LOGAN. lo both: to the pensioner and to the publi 

Mr. BLAIR. To both? 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir; because under the present amendment you 
give the members of all these boards $3 a day, and I will venture the 
assertion that you cannot get the surgeon you describe in this amend- 
ment and the lawyer you describe with ten years’ practice who is 
worth anything to examine witnesses before any court for less than 
$3,000 a year. 

Mr. BLAIR. 

Mr. LOGAN. 

Mr. BLAIR. 
lawyer and surgeon shall be in the form of fees 

Mr. LOGAN. I know it does; but I say you cannot get them. If 
you are trying to employ the character of men that you mention in 
the bill, you cannot do it for less than $3,000 a year. No man will 
undertake it for less than that. You give him $3 a day and fees, and 
those fees are paid partly by the pensioner and partly by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. BURNSIDE 
by the pensioner 

Mr. LOGAN. Some expenses will have to be paid by the pensioner. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. The bill provides distinctly that they are to be 
paid out of the Treasury. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have read the bill. The bill provides that so much 
shall be paid for taking an affidavit, fifty cents. Now, then, who is 
to pay the man for going to the place where the affidavit is to be 
administered ? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. The bill provides for it 

Mr. LOGAN. How does it provide for it to be paid ° 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I have it not before me. 

Mr. LOGAN. The bill does not provide for expense of procuring 
witnesses on behalf of pensioners, or for their expenses while in attend- 
ance on the board. 

But that is immaterial at present. We will get to that point before 
we get through. I ask you to tell me how is a poor soldier to get his 
witnesses to go before this little court that you are trying to estab- 
lish? How is the old bowed-down woman, and how are the dependent 
children, and how is the old crippled pensioned soldier to get his wit- 
nesses before the board to swear in his case, unless he can pay them 
for going to its place of session? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. That bill provides distinctly that the court shall 
go to them. 

Mr. LOGAN. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. But, let me state another point. The Senator 
asked a question and I should like to finish the answer to it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam not asking the Senator a question. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I thought the Senator would like to be informed 
on this point. 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir. I do not desire any information at present. 
Your bill provides that when a pensioner is so sick that he cannot 
go himself, the board or one member of it may go to his house if it is 
deemed desirable to do so. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. That will do now. 

Mr. LOGAN. You are very generous in that. I tell you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the earnestness with which some gentlemen fly at me every 
time that I talk about this bill shows their great interestin it. I will 
say that much for them; and I am glad they are interested in it if it 
isa good bill. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Iam very much interested in it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam glad they have become so in the last few days. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I have always been. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will not say the Senator has not been. But, sir, 
if you poke a pole into a fresh hornets’ nest the hornets will swarm. 
{ Laughter. } 

Mr. BURNSIDE. That accounts for the pension agents sending 
out their circulars for petitions to come here. 

Mr. LOGAN. Let me say to the Senator that it is not manly in 
any man to insinuate that because Iam defending these men, I am 
induced to de so by pension agents. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I have not insinuated that of the Senator; but 
he must not attack me. That is all I have to say. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have not attacked the Senator 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I hope you will not. 

Mr. LOGAN. What have lI said? If the Senator is attacked by 
his own argument it is not my fault. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. My argument will take care of itself. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no doubt of that; but the Senator ought to 
remain in a good humor. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Iam in perfectly good humor. 

Mr. LOGAN. It is not the best evidence of good argument for a 
man to lose his temper. 
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Mr. BURNSIDE. I have not lost mine. 
Mr. L¢ GAN, Tocome back tothe detection of fraud. The & 
| says, how will you detect fraud when thesoldier makes his iad or 
is applicat 





He has to prove by therecordsof the Army that he w 
claims to have been wounded, he must show by t] 
received his wound; he has to prove it either by 
he was mustered showing his disability, or by 


48 a soldie; If 
16 record w]) 
the roll ur 


& Certificate of 


pital surgeon, or by the certificate of the Surgeon-General thas). 
borne upon the Surgeon’s roll as a woundéd man. Not on} re 
if his application is on the ground of disease contracted jy +). 
ice, the roll must show that he was in a hospital, that he was ¢ a 
by a surgeon in the Army; he must have the certificate of 4 es... 
or his discharge must show that he was discharged for disahiji- 
curred in the service. If it fails in having that proof. wi} . ; 
prove? He must prove by two of his comrades who were - 
who know the fact that he was sick at a certain time and « 
at a certain time. 

What more can the board that you propose do than that 
can prove by two comrades that he was disabled or diseased 4: 
tain time, and the other evidence furnished by him is 
then he must prove by his family physician, who has attena, 
since the war, that the disease has continued from the timo 
contraction up to the time of the application for the pensio 
these facts have to be stated. All this proof has to be mad 
how much more strict can you make it than it is under the proc 
law? I propose to follow this by showing that the bill offers, 
not be better in this particular. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not care to interrupt the Senator on a qyes: 
of that kind, nor do I mean to be understood that Iam stro) 
favor of the provisions of this bill without essential amendments { 


Iam not; but certainly the Senator would not mislead any, 
regard to the force and effect of this bill. It does nowhere j 
way undertake to keep in motion both sets of machinery, tha: 
existing and the new one. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have not said it does. 

Mr. BLAIR. But it is merely to substitute for the existing mach; 
ery another law and another form or method of performing precis 
the same thing. 

Mr. LOGAN. Of course. 

Mr.BLAIR. For the examining surgeon, as now appointed, it is p 
posed merely to substitute another who will discharge the same fu 
tions and in accordance with the existing law. That surzeon is to 
one of the board in the future. He will make the same exami 
tions; he will make them with the same frequency under the dir 
orders of the bureau as under existing law. The same things v 
performed and by a surgeon in precisely the same way as now. 1 
Senator talks all the while as though this bill undertook to 
additional power in some way. It does not assume to do anys 
thing. 

Mr. LOGAN, 
no such thing. 
the old law. 

Mr. BLAIR. 

ower, 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well, then, what do you want with it 

Mr. BLAIR. The Commissioner thinks it is a better way of exer 
cising the power. 

Mr. LOGAN. He cana change this any way he chooses 

Mr. BLAIR. That we propose to do in this bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator will understand that I have insisted 
that there is ample power in the law as it exists, and that yo! 
merely desire to change the machinery. I have said that all the 
time; but in the change of the machinery you do not better it; J 
only make it more expensive and cumbersome. That is what Isa 
and I insist on it. You make the same examination by the sam 
character of surgeons and make it more expensive. That |s | 
proposition. i 

Mr. BLAIR. Not atall. That is not the proposition ; nor ls ti 
the force and effect of what the Senator is saying, if I can ; 
stand it. If this machinery is expensive, I am at a loss to see 4 
it can be a burden to the pensioner, because the Government P 
the expense in each case, proposes to pay the expense ol these = 
inations under this bill. It pays the expense of the examinatio® 
under the existing law ; and the Senator should remember tat © 
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provisions of this bill are with reference to the allowance of 2 


The Senator is very much mistaken. I have assum 

[ assume that all the power that is necessar 
That is what I assume. 

And the new one proposes to in no way increas 
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cases rather than the re-examination of those which already ¢** 
and the main object of this bill is by no manner of means the det 
tion of frauds in cases which now are on the files of the Pensio 1V 
or in certificates which have been allowed, but solely or almost W™ 
with reference to the examination and proper allowance of pei'"s 


cases. ta 
Mr. LOGAN. I would not commit myself to it now, if I were“ 
Senator from New Hampshire. 
Mr. BLAIR. I shall or shall not precisely in accoraance 
own judgment. 
Mr. LOGAN. Of course. 
Mr. BLAIR. It is certain to my mind, having read this 
very much of what the Senator says is entirely wide of 
scope, and purpose of the bill. \ wes 
Mr. LOGAN. That isa criticism that the Senator can 
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eech that he makes himself when he is entitled to the floor. But 
he Senator said that he could not understand me. I will only say 
nat ig not my fault. I have tried to make myself clear. Now when 
+. eave that what I said is wide of the mark, I tell him that he is 


‘| 


— a: My statement in reference to the examination by sur- 
* one and by special agents is exactly in accordance with the law as 
Bm ow exists; and if any Senator says that I have not stated it cor- 
- otly that Senator has misread the Jaw, and that is not my fault. 

r Mr. BLAIR. If any Senator has done so, I have not done that. I 
have said this : ; 7 : 
“yr, LOGAN. Then we will not discuss it. 

Mr. BLAIR. I have said the Senator misapprehends the nature of 
the pill he is discussing, not the force of the law which he reads. 

‘Vr. LOGAN. Verywell. Iam not discussing the billat all. Ihave 
not touched it yet. I will show the Senator before I get through 
whether I misapprehend the bill he proposes or not. I have been 
jiscussing the present law. I think I have been very good-natured 
+o my friends. I have let them make much more of my speech than 
[have made myself, and I propose to allow them to continue to do 
<o, for if my side of this question is not sufficient to answer every 
argument as I go along that is presented to me, I do not want to be 
sustained. I say to them now that they can have an opportunity 
during my speech to stop me at any point and discuss this proposition. 
| give ample room and open the door to every Senator here to do it, 
for | want it understood Lefore we get through who is right. I was 
just saying—— 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from Illinois yield for a motion 
to adjourn ? ; ‘ 

Mr. LOGAN. I certainly will. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr.GarLanp in the chair.) Before 
putting that motion the Chair will lay before the Senate a message 





fromthe President of the United States. 
JEANNETTE POLAR EXPEDITION. 

The Secretary read the message of the President of the United 
States, transmitting a communication from the Secretary of the Navy 
recommending the dispatch of a vessel for the relief of the Jeannette 
polar expedition ; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
LANDS IN SEVERALTY TO INDIANS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished business is the In- 
dian severalty bill, being Senate bill No. 1773, which will be reported 
by the Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read the title of the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide 
for the allotment of lands in severalty to Indians on the various res- 
ervations, and to extend the protection of the laws of the States and 
Territories over the Indians, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This bill being before the Senate, 
the Senator from Rhede Island moves—— 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Now I modify my motion, and move that the 
Senate adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. CONKLING. The first motion in order by the rules is that the 
Senate adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. My colleague wants to go on to-morrow. I 
shall call for the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn to Monday 
if it is insisted on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode 
moves that the Senate do adjourn until Monday. 

~ HARRIS. Pending that motion, I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. CONKLING. I rise to a question of order. The Senator from 
Rhode Island proceeding strictly under the rule did not move that 
when the Senate adjourn it be to Monday next, but he moved that 
the Senate do now adjourn till Monday next. That motion is in order 
and no other motion can supersede it, I think. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode Island 
states that that was his motion. The Senator from Rhode Island 
moves that the Senate do now adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. INGALLS. I call for the reading of the forty-third rule. 

_ Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand that a motion to ad- 
rs has precedence of a motion to adjourn to a certain day. I 
should be glad to have the rule read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Rule 43 will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

43. When a ¢ 

lo adjourn, 


To adjourn to j ; ; hall 
as a day certain, or that, when the Senate adjourn, it shall be toa 
day certain 3 ’ t, when the t j 


Mr. INGALLS. 
Voting, 


Island 


juestion is pending, no motion shall de received but— 


Now read the conclusion—about the order of 


wae AE. “Which several motions shall have precedence 

to adi order in which they stand arranged, and the motions relating 
- i ent, to take a recess, to proceed to executive business, 
The Ph es the table, shall be decided without debate.” | 

beeiaitaee SIDING OFFICER. Under that rule the motion to ad- 

Journ takes precedence. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mlinois. I made that motion. 


XI——77 


I have read the law just as it is and stated the facts just 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Illinois that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 30 
12; and (at four o’clock and fifty minutes p.m.) the Senate adjo 


noes 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, February 4, 1831. 


The House met at eleven o’clock a, m. 
W. P. Harrison, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

J. HALE SYPHER. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Elections, submitted a report 
on the memorial and claim of J. Hale Sypher; which was ordered to 
be printed, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

STATEN ISLAND RAPID TRANSIT RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. KETCHAM. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union be discharged from the further 
consideration of House bill No. 6229, to grant the right of way for 
railroad purposes through certain lands of the United States in Rich- 
mond County, New York, and that the same be now considered inthe 
House. 

Mr. DUNN. I object and call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour for reports 
from committees. 

Mr.CONVERSE. I hope the gentleman from Arkansas [ Mr. DUNN ] 
will withdraw his objection to the request of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Ketcuam. ] 

Mr. DUNN. I will withdraw my objection in this case. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev 


Be it enacted, dc., That the right of way, not exceeding one hundred feet in 
width, through the lands of the United States now occupied by the United States 
Light-House Establishment in the village of New Brighton, county of Richmond 
and State of New York, is hereby granted to the Staten Island Rapid Transit Rail 
road Company for the purpose of constructing a railroad: Provided, That the said 
right of way, and the width and location thereof, through said lands, and the regu 
lations for operating said railroad within the limits of the same so as to prevent all! 
danger to public property, shall be submitted to and approved by the Secretary of 
the Treasury prior to any entry upon said lands or the commencement of the con 
struction of said works. 

Sec. 2. That the right of way, not exceeding one hundred feet in width, through 
the lands of the United States now occupied by certain fortifications known as 
Fort Richmond and Fort Wadsworth, and the inclosure or reservation surrounding 
said fortifications, in the town of Southfield, county of Richmond, and State of 
New York, is hereby granted to the Staten Island Rapid Transit Railroad Com 
pany for the purpose of constructing a railroad: Provided, That the said right of 
way, and the width and location thereof, through said lands, and the regulations 
for operating the said railroad within the same so as to prevent danger to public 
property, shall be submitted to and approved by the Secretary of War prior to any 
entry upon said lands or the commencement of the construction of said works. 

Sec. 3. That whenever said rights of way shall cease to be used for the pur 
poses aforesaid, the same shall revert to the United States; and that the right to 
repeal, alter, or amend this act is reserved to Congress 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that this bill is reported 
from the Committee on the Public Lands with certain amendments. 

Mr. CONVERSE. I will state briefly the amendments. One is to 
strike out section 2 of the bill, relating to grounds now occupied for 
military purposes; and the other is to require a tunnel to be built 
through the lands of the United States occupied by the Light-House 
Establishment, and reducing the right of way from one hundred feet 
to thirty feet. The bill still leaves the matter subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury before anything can be done. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Is the right reserved to Congress 
to repeal or amend this act ? 

Mr. CONVERSE. It is. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman says that this requires the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. As I heard it read it seemed to 
require only that the plan should be submitted to him, but does not 
require his approval. 

Mr.CONVERSE. My recollection is that it requires the approva 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The SPEAKER. That portion of the bill will be again read 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That the said right of way, and the width and location thereot 
through said lands, and the regulations for operating said railroad within the lim 
its of the same so as to prevent all danger to public property, shall be submitted 
to and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury prior to any entry upon said 
lands or the commencement of the construction of said works. 

There being no objection, the Committee of the Whole was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill, and the same was 
brought before the House. 

The question was taken upon the amendments reported from th: 
Committee on the Public Lands, and they were severally agreed to 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. KETCHAM moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
Was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

Mr. O'NEILL. I would like to ascertain from the Chair whether 
it is the design that members shall be recognized all round, and every 
one given an opportunity to take a bill from the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize as many gentlemen as 
the House by unanimous consent will permit; and he is recognizing 
gentlemen first one side and then on the other. 

HENDERLITE. 

Mr. RICHMOND. Iask unanimous consent to have taken from the 
Calendar of the Committee of the Whole House for present consider- 
ation the bill (H. R. No. 6034) for the relief of the personal represent- 
ative of George W. Henderlite, deceased. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to make such an allowance to George W. Henderlite, deceased, 
late collector of internal revenue for the eighth collection district of Virginia, as 
will make his net compensation omen to $2,500 per annum for the time he held the 
office of collector as aforesaid; and a sum sufficient to make payment of such allow- 
ance is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to the personal representative of said George W. Henderlite, deceased. 

Mr. COBB. I would like the gentleman in charge of this bill to 
state to the House its object. 

Mr. DUNN. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. As I understood, the gentleman from 
Arkansas [Mr. DUNN] only desired information in regard to this bill. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I call for the regular order without any condi- 
tion and without reference to any particular bill. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


on 


GEORGE W. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour now begins, and the commit- 
tees will be called for reports. 

Mr. COX. I move that the call of the committees for to-day be 
dispensed with. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Cox, there were— 
ayes 56, noes 3Y. 

So (two-thirds not voting in 
agreed to. 


the affirmative) the motion was not 


COSTS IN JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS, 

Mr. CULBERSON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back the bill (H. R. No. 7071) to provide for the adjustment of costs 
and expenses in certain judicial proceedings, and moved that the 
committee be discharged from the further consideration of the same, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Accounts. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SUITS BY STATES IN SUPREME 

Mr. NEW, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back with- 
out amendment the bill (H. R. No. 6710) to authorize the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, respectively, to commence and prosecute 
suits against the United States in the Supreme Court of the United 
States; which was referred tothe House Calendar, and the accom- 
panying report ordered to be printed. 

JOHN GRAHAM. 

Mr. HURD, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 7107) for the relief of John Graham; which was read a 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


COURT. 


MARIAN F. HAYNIE. 

Mr. HARMER, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a 
bill (11. R. No. 7108) for the relief of Marian F. Haynie, widow of H. 
H. Haynie; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

PROTECTION PUBLIC BUILDINGS FROM FIRE. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee, from the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, presented a report (which was ordered to be printed 
and recommitted) to accompany a joint resolution and bills of the 
following titles: 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 221) authorizing the Architect of the 
Capitol to purchase such number of fire-extinguishing machines as 
may in his judgment be necessary to protect the Capitol buildings 
from damage by fire; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1473) for more effectually protecting the public 
buildings, property, and records from destruction by fire ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 3985) to reduce the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment in lighting the public buildings of the United States; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 4965) to provide for greater economy in the pub- 
lic expenditures of gas. 


OF 


ANN LITTLE, 

Mr. FIELD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 7109) granting a pension to Ann Little: which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

MAXIM DRINKWATER. 

Mr. FIELD also, from the same committee, reported back adversely 

the petition of citizens of Bangor, Maine, for an increased pension to 
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Maxim Drinkwater; which was laid on the table, and the 
panying report ordered to be printed. 
BENJAMIN TUTT. 

Mr. RAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 6202) for the 
relief of Benjamin Tutt ; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report orde . 
to be printed. , — 


accom. 


LUCY C. RAYMOND. 

Mr. RAY also, from the same committee, reported back adversely 
the bill (H. R. No, 4932) to place on the pension rolls the a 
Lucy C. Raymond; which was laid on the table, and the 
ing report ordered to be printed. 

PETER GRATTAN. 

Mr. RAY also, from the same committee, reported back With a fo- 
vorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 1830) granting a pensior 
to Peter Grattan, father of John L. Grattan, late second lieutenant 
Company G, Sixth Regiment United States Infantry; which wags = 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. a 

JOHN SCOTT. 

Mr. RAY also, from the same committee, reported back with a fg. 
vorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 5407) granting an increase 
of pension to John Scott; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. ” 

MRS. SPEDIE B. EGGLESTON. 

Mr. RAY also, from the same committee, reported back with a {9. 
vorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 6177) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Spedie B. Eggleston ; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 


name of 
accompany. 


HARRIET E, EDWARDS, 


Mr. RAY also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
7110) granting a pension to Harriet E. Edwards, widow of David §, 
Edwards, late surgeon in the United States Navy ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

STEPHEN GARDNER. 

Mr. RAY also, from the same committee, reported back with a fa- 
vorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 3554) granting a pension 
to Stephen Gardner ; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

MARGARET BEYMER. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 873) granting a pension to 
Margaret Beymer, of Chicago, Illinois; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM R. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Llinois, also, from the same committee, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 895) granting a pension to William 
R. Rogers ; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 


ROGERS, 


LIEUTENANT WILLIAM F. KENAGA. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, also, from the same committee, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 3415) granting a pension to Lieu- 
tenant William F. Kenaga ; which was referred to the Committeco! 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN NAIL. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, also, from the same committee, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 5217) granting a pension to Joln 
Nail; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

JOSEPH H. HAMMOCK. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, also, from the same committee, reported 
back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 5796) granting a pension to Joseph 
H. Hammock; which was referred to the Committee of the W hole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompaning report, 
ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW J. PENNEL, 

Mr. COFFROTH, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
as a substitute for House bill No. 5483, a bill (H. R. No. 7111) restor 
ing the name of Andrew J. Pennel to the pension rolls; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the W hole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

JULIA A. CHAMBERS. 

Mr. COFFROTH also, from the same committee, reported a bill - 

R. No. 7112) increasing the pension of Julia A. Chambers ; which wai 





aad g first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
yuse on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

\r, COFFROTH also, from the same committee, by unanimous con- 
ak reported back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 7055) to amend sec- 
wy 4706 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was 
—éerred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
rdered to be printed. : 
. GEORGE W. BELT. 
otion of Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Ohio, the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions Was discharged from the further consideration of the peti- 
yen of George W. Belt for relief ; and the same was referred to the 
- sittee on Military Affairs. 


On mw 


Comm 
HENRY MAILER. 
Mr, UPDEGRA FF, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported 


hack favorably the bill (H. R. No. 1766) grantinga pension to Henry 
Mahler; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 
‘ GEORGE 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported 
hack favorably the bill (H.R. No. 2680) granting a pension to George 
Gould, of Stephenson, Menominee County, Michigan; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House.on the Private Calen- 
Jar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


E. R. HUSTED. 


Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported 
vack favorably the bill (H. R. No. 1549) granting a pension to E. R. 
Husted: which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
i» the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 


GOULD. 


MRS. HANNAH 8S. COMMAGER,. 


Mr. CALDWELL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported, as a substitute for House bill No. 3939, a bill (H. R. No. 7113) 
granting a pension to Mrs. Hannah S. Commager; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 

be printed. 

WILLIAM L, DAY. 

Mr. HOSTETLER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 

orted, as a substitute for House bill No. 6756, a bill (H. R. No.7114) 

ranting a pension to William L. Day ; which was read a first and 
ud time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed, 
SARAH RANEY. 

Mr. UPSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 

ick adversely the bill (H. R. No. 4371) granting a pension to Sarah 
|, Raney; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report 

rdered to be printed. 


J. 


ELIZABETH J. ELLIS. 


Mr. UPSON also, from the same committee, reported back adversely 
the bill (H. R. No. 6154) granting a pension to Elizabeth J. Ellis; 
which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to 
be printed. 


ANDREW J. WELCH. 


Mr. HAZELTON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported back favorably the bill (H. R. No. 1104) granting a pension to 
Andrew J. Welch; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


NOAH WING. 


Mr, HAZELTON also, from the same committee, reported back 
lavorably the bill (H. R. No. 2191) granting a pension to Noah Wing; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Pi vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 

nted, 


JAMES V, M’KENNA. 


Mr. HAZELTON also, from the same committee, reported back 

Avorably the bill (H.R. No. 1088) granting a pension to James V. Mc- 

. ina; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 

i a Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
ve printed, 





MENRY 8. MORGAN. 


{. r . nm » 
5 Mr. HAZELTON also, from the same committee, reported back 
mn “ the bill (H. R. No. 3977) granting a pension to Henry 8. Mor- 
the P rhich was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
e farr Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
JAMES A. BAKER. 
_ Mr. 


7 R ; HAZELTON also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. 
& firet ” 9) granting & pension to James A. Baker; which was read 
“* and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
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House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 
ARCHIBALD A. CAREY. 

Mr. HAZELTON also, from the same committee, reported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. No. 1086) granting a pension to Archibald A. 
Carey; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

WILLIAM E. AYRES. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back, with an adverse recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 5450) grant- 
ing a pension to William E. Ayres; which was ordered to be laid on 
the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

ANNA VOSHAGE. 

Mr. MASON also, from the same committee, reported back adversely 
the bill (H. R. No. 133) granting a pension to Anna Voshage; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and the accompanying report ordered 
ordered to be printed. 

SARAH H. BRADFORD. 

Mr. MASON also, from the same committee, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (H. R. No. 1880) granting additional pension to Sarah 
H. Bradford; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

LYDIA A. DRAKE. 

Mr. MASON also, from the same committee, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (H. R. No. 7001) to restore to the pension-roll the name 
of Lydia A. Drake; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying repert ordered 
to be printed. 

POLLY MORFORD. 


Mr. MASON also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. 
No. 7116) granting a pension to Polly Morford; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

WILLIAM A. REID. 

Mr. LINDSEY, from the Committee on Claims, reported back favor- 
ably the bill (H. R. No. 1996) for the relief of William A. Reid ; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on War Claims, reported back, 
with a favorable recommendation, with amendments, the bill (H. R. 
No. 6717) for the allowance of certain claims reported by the ac- 
counting officers of the United States Treasury Department; which, 
with the amendments and accompanying report, were ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back adversely the bill (H. R. No. 1509) for the relief of Thomas K. 
Feogan; and also the petition of Elizabeth B. Higgins and others; 
which were ordered to lie on the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON AND CHESAPEAKE RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. ALDRICH of Rhode Island, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, reported, as a substitute for 
House bill No. 6955, a bill (H. R. No. 7117) authorizing the Washing- 
ton and Chesapeake Railroad Company to extend its railroad into and 
within the District of Columbia; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

INAUGURATION DAY. 

Mr. SLEMONS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
by unanimous consent, reported a bill (H. R. No. 7118) declaring in- 
auguration day a legal holiday in the District of Columbia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the House Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ADULTERATION OF FOOD. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee, by unanimous consent, from the Com- 
mittee on Epidemic Diseases, reported back, with a favorable rec- 
ommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 7005) authorizing the President 
to appoint a commission to examine and report upon the adultera- 
tion of food, with amendments; which, with the accompanying re- 
port, was ordered to be printed, and placed upon the House Calendar. 

BOARD FOR TRIAL OF INCOMPETENT ARMY OFFICERS. 

Mr. SPARKS, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill 
(H. R. No. 6957) to organize a board of Army officers for the trial of 
incompetent officers, with amendments; which, with the accompany- 


ing report, was ordered to be printed, and referred to the House Cal- 
endar. 


GOVERNMENT BUILDING, DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 
Mr. NEWBERN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
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No. 7119) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase a site 
and to enlarge the present Government building in the city of Detroit, 
Michigan, or for the purchase of a site and the erection of a Govern- 
ment building in said city; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. Speaker— 

Mr. COX. I call up the unfinished business of yesterday, which is 
the apportionment bill. I presume the gentleman from Tennessee 
desires to go on with the Private Calendar. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the House now resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of the Private Calendar. 

Mr. COX. And I raise the question of consideration on the untin- 
ished business coming over from yesterday. : 

The SPEAKER. To dispense on to-day with private business will 
require a two-thirds vote. 

Mr. HASKELL. Irise toa point of order. 

Mr. COX. The motion to dispense with private 
would require a two-thirds vote ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas has risen to a ques- 
tion of order. The gentleman from New York can move to dispense 
with the consideration of private business to-day, which would re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds to sustain. 

'Mr. COX. I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The first question would be on the motion to dis- 
pense with the private business to-day. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee would require only a majority vote. 

Mr. BLAND. The gentleman from New York having raised the 
question of consideration, would not that be properly before the House 
for action ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would have to recognize the motion to 
dispense with the private business first, which requires a vote of two- 
thirds. The motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, as the Chair 
has stated, would require only a majority vote and is not subject to 
a question of consideration. It can be voted down—an equivalent 
result. 

Mr. BLAND. 
endar ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the first motion that should be 
submitted under present circumstances would be the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox, ] to dispense with the considera- 
tion of private business. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemen from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL] rose 
to make a pointof order. 

Mr. HASKELL. I withdraw the point of order until after the vote 
is taken on the motion to dispense with private business. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York has withdrawn 
that motion, and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Bricnrt. ] 

Mr. HASKELL. If the gentleman from New York has withdrawn 
the motion to dispense with the consideration of private business, I 
raise the point of order that there is coming over from the Fridays 
that have preceded this certain unfinished business. The Commit- 
tee of the Whole upon those days considered certain bills and re- 
ported them tothe House. Pending theconsideration of one of those 
bills in the House, the House adjourned, making it unfinished busi- 
ness. I submit now, Mr. Speaker, that the consideration of the un- 
finished business on that Friday takes precedence to-day of a motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of new busi- 
ness; and I ask that the conclusion of unfinished business be first 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


Suppose the House refuses to go to the Private Cal- 


had this morning, at the end of which I would be very glad to sup- | 
port the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, that the House | 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of 
private business on the Calendar. But those bills reported from the 
Committee of the Whole during the past three weeks lie unacted 
upon, and they ought to be sent to the Senate for their consideration. 

The SPEAKER. One of the bills referred to by the gentleman 
from Kansas technically comes over under the rules regulating unfin- 
ished business. The Chair is unwilling at this time to express an 
opinion as to the other bills alluded to by the gentleman from Kan- 
sas, [Mr. HASKELL. } 

Mr. HASKELL. Would they not come under the same category as 
the unfinished business of that day ? 

The SPEAKER. There can be but one bill pending as unfinished 
business coming over from that day. 

Mr. HASKELL. I desire to say for the information of the House 
that I do not propose to debate the bill coming over as unfinished 
business. I only ask for a vote, and an early conclusion of it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion that under the new 
rule unfinished business coming over from a former Friday comes up 
for consideration after the morning hour to-day. 

Mr. COX. Then could I raise the question of consideration on the 
first of those bills? 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to state that it was my intention to move 
the consideration of unfinished business preliminary to the House 
resolving itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 
to-day. 
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| reports. 


business to-day | 


| regular order; and the regular order would practically bri; 
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Mr. HASKELL. If the gentleman will make that motion I wil] } 

. 4 Willi Da 
- : a and k Dt about thas 
The SPEAKER. The practice of the House as to t] hy 
alluded to and reported from the Committee of the Whole ha« 


different from what is suggested by the gentleman from Kansas 
practice in regard to bills reported from the Committee of the \w 





is Othe 





on a Friday and not acted upon by the House on that day } 8 ] 
uniform during the experience of the present occupant of the «)..— 
to take them up after the Committee of the Whole rose the folio. 
Friday and reported other bills, precedence being given to )j)). ...3 


reports coming over from the previous Friday. But the gens)a, 
from Kansas having raised the point of order that the bill the 
sideration of which had been entered upon on a former Friday jx 
finished business, the Chair recognizes such bill as unfinished 
ness, and decides that the bill is now in order after morning hour ¢ 
The Chair does not at present make a decision as to + 
other bills which have been reported from the Committee o; 
Whole. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I renew my motion that the House proceed 
the consideration of unfinished business reported from the ( 
of the Whole on last private-bill day. 

Mr. SPARKS. Is that motion in order? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee in effect ca 


untinished business before the House. 

Mr. SPARKS. It would bring before the House the one } 
was pending; but the gentleman’s motion covers the others 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not decided as yet as to the 
and will not until occasion requires. 

Mr. ATKINS. If the motion of the gentleman from Tenness 
fails, would it then be in order for the gentleman from New \ 
[Mr. Cox] to submit his proposition ? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order for the gentleman from New 
to raise the question of consideration on the bill which 
as untinished business. 

Mr. COX. I do raise the question of consMeration on that bil! 

The SPEAKER. That would not dispense with the consideratio: 
of private business to-day, but would be merely a refusal to conside: 
this bill. 

Mr. PRICE. Would it not take a two-thirds vote to set aside ¢] 

| bill pending as unfinished business, this being private bill day 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. PRICE. Rule XXVI provides that the consideration of private 
business shall not be set aside on Friday unless so determined 
two-thirds vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is adhering to that rule, and has ad 
hered to it in all he has stated. But the gentleman from Iowa y 
| observe there is this difference: this bill comes up as unfinished bu 

ness, and the House may say it will not consider that particular pr 
| vate bill at this time, and yet be willing to consider other privat 
bills. 

Mr. PRICE. Of course. 

Mr. HOUSE. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOUSE. What is the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. The unfinished business. 

Mr. HOUSE. What is the unfinished business ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the title of the bill to be 


th 


comes 





| read. 
Mr. HOUSE. Does the unfinished business include more than 
| bill? 


; } 


The SPEAKER. It doesnot. The title of the bill will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows : 

A bill (H. RB. No. 356) to provide for the sale of certain New York India 
| in Kansas 

The SPEAKER. Upon this bill the gentleman from New } 
raises the question of consideration. 

Mr. TALBOTT. If the House refuses to consider this bill, woud 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. BRIGHT, | that th 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, then have prece 
dence? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. brict! 
demanded the regular order, and the Chair understands the gent 
man is not resisting the consideration of the unfinished business. — 

Mr. TALBOTT. If the House refuses to consider this bill, wi4 
then? : 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair will recognize the gentle! 

| from Tennessee to make the motion that the House resolve ttse!! 
the Committee of the Whole. a 
Mr. HASKELL. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry, im 
Chair has ruled that the unfinished business, the Dill, the title 
which has been read, is now in order. The gentleman fro ns 
York raises the question of consideration on that particular )\ 
The SPEAKER. He does. et an 
Mr. HASKELL. Now, if the gentleman shall prevail in his motion 
| he will not succeed by that, will he, in dispensing with the consider- 
| ation of the rest of the private business of this day? 
The SPEAKER. He will not without farther action. 


WwW 


Mr. HASKELL. Then I ask the gentleman from New York [3fr. 


b 


Cox] to not invidiously cut out one of these private pills, since he 








i. 
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~) ain nothing by that, but allow the whole batch of them to 
ae and be acted upon. , ae 
evr. COX. I have nothing invidious about it. 

Mr. HASKELL. I hope he will withdraw his motion, since he will 
ain nothing by it except to defeat action on one particular bill. 
er, ATKINS. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr, ATKINS. The House was proceeding to vote upon the ques- 
on of consideration, and the affirmative side of the vote had been 
ie [ submit that this debate is out of order. 
“T] e SPEAKER. The point of order is well taken. The Chair wiil 
ai , submit the question to the House, which is, Willthe House now 

eed to consider the bill (H. R. No, 356) to provide for the sale of 
ertain New York Indian lands in Kansas, reported from the Com- 
+tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, with amendments? 
he question was taken ; Lupon a division there were—ayes 94, 


"op and 
i 
NOeS Od. a : 
“Before the result of this vote was announced— 
Vr. ATKINS said: I call fortellers. It will do no good to consider 
se bill now, for it is not likely it will pass this Congress. 
“The question was taken upon ordering tellers, and there were 13 in 
the aflirmative. } ee 
So (the affirmative not being one-fifth of a quorum) tellers were 
vJlared 
r ordered. 


‘he result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


NEW YORK INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS. 
The SPEAKER. The House having decided to proceed with the 
mside ration of the bill (H. R. No. 306) to provide for the sale of cer- 
- York Indian lands in Kansas, it will now be read. 


bill was read, as follows: 


1, éc., That those persons, being heads of families or single persons 
ty-one years of age, who have made settlement and improvement upon, 
le claimants and occupants of, either in person or by tenant, the 
hich were allotted to certain New York Indians and for which 
tes of allotment, dated the 14th day of September, 1-60, for three hundred 
ntv act f land each, were issued to thirty-two of said Indians, shall be, 
are ized and permitted to enter and purchase at the proper land 
ny time within one year from the passage of this act, said lands so occu- 
them, in tracts not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, according to 
‘overnment surveys, at not less than the appraised value of the said tracts, as 
ascertained by the Secretary of the Interior, in accordance with the pro- 
sof the act of February 19, 1273, entitled ‘An act to provide for the sale of 
n New York Indian lands in Kansas,’’ payment to be made in three annual 
ents, one-third at date of entry, one-third at the end of one year from date 
and the balance in two years from date of entry, with interest on said 
ts respectively from date of entry at 6 per cent. per annum; and the moneys 
g from such sales shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States, in 
r,and to be paid to, said Indians respectively to whom said certificates 
ssued, or to their heirs, upon satisfactory proof of their identity to the Sec- 
of the Interior, at any time within three years from the passage of this act; 
case such proof is not made within the time specified, then the proceeds of 
sale, or so much thereof as shall not have been paid under the provisions of 

is act, shall become a part of the public moneys of the United States. 
Sec. 2. That any iands not entered by such settlers, at the expiration of one year 
the passage of this act, shall be offered, at public sale, in the usual manner, 
t not less than the appraised value, notice of said sale to be given by public ad- 
tisement of not less than thirty days, and any tract or tracts not then sold, 
h such tracts as have heretofore been, or may hereafter be, entered, 
nd wherein default has been made in the payment of any portion of the purchase 
or the interest thereon, as herein or heretofore provided, shall be thereaf- 

ject to private entry at the appraised value of said tracts. 
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The first amendment reported from 
was as follows: 


section 1 strike out the words ‘ the appraised value of the said tracts, as 
heretofore ascertained by the Secretary of the Interior, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the act of February 19, 1873, entitled ‘An act to provide for the sale of 
New York Indian lands in Kansas,’ ”’ and insert in lieu thereof the words 
ee dollars per acre ; ’ so that it will read ‘‘at not less than three dollars per 








acre 


The next amendment was, in the same section, to strike out the 
word “three” and insert the word “five” before the words “years 
irom the passage of this act.” 

The third amendment was, in section 2, to strike out the words “ the 
appraised value” and to insert in lieu thereof the words “three dol- 
‘ats per acre;” so that it would read “at not less than three dollars 
per acre.” 

_Mr. SCALES. The House was dividing on these amendments when 
the bill was under consideration last. I would like to inquire—if I can 
how have the privilege of explaining why the bill should not pass— 
I do not wish to violate any of the rules of the House 

The SPEAKER. Debate had not been closed on the bill; the pre- 
“ious question was not operating. 

Mr. HASKELL. Debate was closed by common consent, and the 
ouse was dividing. , 
bg SPEAKER, The previous question was not prevailing. 

_ Mr. HASKELL. But the House was in the act of dividing at the 
Ome. If there is any doubt about it, I, having charge of the bill 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs, will now move the previous 
question on the bill and amendments. 
babe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas, [Mr. HASKELL, ] 
'aving charge of the bill, indicates his purpose to move the previous 
(uestion upon it. 
= ‘as simply desire to say : od ate 
heroachie Be” must object to debate. The bill was very 
ghly discussed the other day. I move the previous question 





W 
ti 





on the bill and amendments, so that it may be voted up or down, and 
the House be permitted to proceed with other business. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers will resume their places. 

Mr.SCALES. Then I am not allowed to tell the House why this 
bill should not pass. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas, having charge of 
the bill, objects to debate. 

Mr. ATKINS. I trust the gentleman from Kansas will not insist 
upon the previous question at this time. There are gentlemen pres- 
ent who did not hear the discussion the other day. I think it is due 
to the House that the bill should be explained before we are called 
upon to vote upon it. 

Mr. HASKELL. I do not call the previous question from any desire 
of my own to cut off debate, but out of deference to the House that 
it may proceed with other business. For myself, I will agree that 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. SCALES] be allowed fifteen 
minutes, and J will take fifteen minutes in reply. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope that will be acceded to. 

Mr. SCALES. Ido not think I shall want more than ten minutes. 

Mr. BRAGG. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRAGG. If a gentleman who has charge of a bill omits to 
move the previous question upon it, and another gentleman obtains 
the tloor, as the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Scars] did in 
this case, can the gentleman having charge of the bill then correct 
his error and move the previous question, so as to take the other gen- 
tleman off the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not consider that the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. SCALEs ] was taken off the floor in that way. 
He was taken off the floor because the House had to resume the exact 
condition it occupied at the time the bill was last under consideration. 

Mr. BRAGG. Then why did the Speaker hold that the gentleman 
from Kansas [ Mr. HASKELL] had the right to move the previous ques- 
tion at this time? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair stated that the gentleman from Kansas 
having charge of the bill desired to move the previous question upon 
it, which he had the right to do when he obtained the tloor. The 
Chair did not recognize the gentleman from North Carolina [ Mr. 
SCALES ] as entitled to the floor when the gentleman from Kansas [ Mr. 
HASKELL } stated that the House was dividing upon the bill when it 
was last under consideration, and that he therefore objected to debate 
at this time. The gentleman from North Carolina will now be ree- 
ognized by the Chair as entitled to the floor for fifteen minutes. 

Mr. SCALES. If I can get the attention of the House I desire to 
state the facts of this case. I have no feeling on the subject; I have 
no prejudice to gratify. I desire tostate the facts frankly and fairly, 
in order that justice may be done to the Indians as well as to the 
citizens of Kansas who seek the passage of this bill. 

In the outset I will state that it comes here recommended by the 
majority of the Committee on Indian Affairs of this House. But it 
is opposed by a respectable minority of that committee, by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, and by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I 
think that when I make a statement of the case, the House will con- 
clude, as I have done, that this bill ought not to pass. 

These citizens in Kansas have had possession of these New York 
Indian lands in that State for twenty years. They have paid no tax 
on those lands; they have not paid a dollar for them in any shape or 
form; and the Secretary of the Interior in a report to this House 
says that they have driven the Indians from the land. Searcely an 
Indian can now be found in the State of Kansas ; these Indians have 
been driven by the hostility of the whites from the lands given to 
them by the Government. 

Under these circumstances these citizens went on to improve these 
lands to some extent. In order that full justice might be done to 
these settlers and the Indians, this Government sent out a commis- 
sion to appraise the land that it might be sold at the appraised value 
and that the Indians might get what it is worth, and the citizen pay 
no more than this value, 

Now this bill as it came from the committee proposes that the land 
be sold at the appraised value. My friend from Kansas [Mr. Has- 
KELL] offered in Committee of the Whole an amendment, which was 
adopted, fixing the valuation at $3 per acre. 

A MEMBER. What is the appraised value? 

Mr. SCALES. The appraised value is about five dollars an acre. 
These lands, as I understand from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
aresituated in the richest county in the State of Kansas, in the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Scott. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Has the Indian title ever been extinguished in any 
way? 

Mr. SCALES. No, sir; it belongs to the Indians. As I have just 
stated the land is in one of the richest regions of the State ; railroads 
now pass through it, and every acre, as we are informed, is worth at 
least five dollars, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am here simply to speak in behalf of the In- 
dian who has no one else to speak for him. I am here to speak for 


him to-day against the wrong sought to be done by the white settler. 
Iam here to ask this House to give the Indian what his land is worth, 
and not to sell it at an insufficient valuation to men who have gone 
on the land in their own wrong; who have occupied and cultivated 


it for twenty years, never paying a dollar of rent to the Indians, nor 
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a dollar of taxes to the Government. The gentleman from Kansas 
comes here, and without any proof to support him, asks that the valu- 
ation of this land be reduced to $3 an acre, contrary to the action of 
the appraisers who fixed the value at $5 an acre. 

This is all I have to say. I do think that under the circumstances 
of the case, the bill as reported by the committee should be sustained. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to ask the gentleman one question. Did 
the Indians leave there twenty years ago voluntarily or not? 

Mr. SCALES. No,sir; the Secretary of the Interior and the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs concur in the statement that the Indians 
were driven from those lands by hostilities. 

Mr. ATKINS. Twenty years ago? 

Mr. SCALES. Some twenty years ago, and some since—all along 
during that time. 

Mr. HASKELL. Only in a few cases. 

Mr. SCALES. That is what the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs report. 

Mr. HASKELL. There is not one of the men on the land now who 
was there then. 

Mr. VALENTINE. If the lands were unimproved would they be 
worth $5 an acre? 

Mr. SCALES. I donot know how that may be. I know the offi- 
cers of the Government give that as the valnation. I know that 
sworn appraisers have gone there and they decide that the lands are 
worth that price. If they be not worth so much, then I am willing 
in the interest of justice between the parties (if these settlers have 
any claim to justice under such circumstances) that this bill shall be 
voted down and other appraisers sent there to appraise the land. 

Mr. SPARKS. These appraisers did not take into account the im- 
provements ? 

Mr. SCALES. No,sir; just the land. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. How was this appraisement made ? 

Mr. SCALES. By appraisers appointed by the Government. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Then I understand it is proposed 
that the Government shall not give these Indians what the officers of 
the Government valued the lands at. 

Mr. SCALES. That is the valuation made by Government ap- 
praisers ; and now gentlemen here are not willing to pay the Indians 
this valuation, although as is known to every one who has had any 
experience in the settlement of these Indian matters such valuations 
are always made in the interest of the settler. 

Mr. HASKELL. Mr. Speaker, I hope I may have the ear of the 
House for a few moments, because I have to make a statement of 
facts differing so radically from the statement of the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. SCALES] that I am very frank to say if his state- 
ments were absolutely true, were absolutely matters of record, as he 
doubtless thinks they are, Il like him would not consent to have these 
lands sold for less than the appraised value. 

What are the facts in the case? Twenty-six years ago, by a treaty 
with the New York Indians, it was provided that an immense reser- 
vation in the State of Kansas should be set apart for their use and 
ownership, provided they would go upon the lands andoccupy them. 
They utterly failed to go upon the lands; not a single tribe of those 
Indians went upon the lands. 

A tew straggling Indians from Michigan, Wisconsin, and New York, 
said to number thirty-two souls, went upon the lands and made selec- 
tions or locations there. The tribes did not go. They did not avail 
themselves of the new reservation, and refused to leave theold. The 
Government declined to force them to go. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, of these thirty-two isolated Indians who went 
upon the land no officer of this Government has ever been able to 
find fifteen of them. It was charged and proved that many of these 
locations said to be on file in the Indian Department were made by 
speculative white men for Indians who never existed. 

Behind the question of title to these thirty-two selections lie an 
infinite number of questions which I am frank to say if they were 
carried into court would result in ousting the Indians from the 
claimed selections of these lands entirely. That was understood by 
the Indians themselves, and it was understood by white men, too. 

This proceeding here, Mr. Speaker, is to avoid a long litigation in 
court. I say the Indians hold no title to those lands. All they hold 
are certificates of allotment. Nowhere in the statutes, nowhere in 
the treaty, is there any provision the Government should patent the 
lands. All they hold is the certificate of the Interior Department 
of these thirty-two allotments. They have no title whatever to 
them. That question has never been settled. I believe and the set- 
tlers believe that if the questions were taken into court for determi- 
nation, whatever title they claim would be decided to be worthless. 

Mr. STEVENSON. What were the conditions of the allotments? 

Mr. HASKELL. That these tribes were to go upon this reserva- 
tion and live there and make it their home. 

Mr. ATKINS. How long were these lands to remain in their pos- 
session ? 

Mr. HASKELL. The treaty is silent on that point. They were to 
possess them and to make them theirhome. It isa large reservation ; 
but they utterly failed to comply with that condition to live on the 
lands, and did not occupy them. 

Mr. ATKINS. Do not the certificates amount to a perpetual pos- 
session if they remained on the land? 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, if they remained upon the land 


S$ ; 
Mr. ATKINS. Have they been driven from the land by force ? 
Mr. HASKELL. Now to come to the question of force. ee 
never driven from those lands by force. There was no uprisi 
them. In the contlicts which always exist upon the . 
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among white men, there was an occasional squatter and an 
° . . . s CC a- t 
sional Indian who came into conflict. Some of them were tha 
from the land. I have no doubt about that. This was twent le i 
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years ago. Quite a number of them staid there, and under the n» 
visions of a law passed years ago every Indian who staid Siete aed 
given the right to take his land and to own it and sell it. | sm 
Mr. ATKINS. Why were some of these Indians driven from +) ; 
land ? ie ; 
Mr. HASKELL. I have just told you that occasionally squatter 
would come into contlict with the Indian occupant, and in'these sires 
gles, which oftentimes occur between whites themselves, the India,, 
sometimes were driven off. I have no doubt about that. 
But that, Mr. Speaker, was twenty-six yearsago. Of all the origi 
squatters upon these lands, if they did injustice to the Indians. yo: 
one of them remains there now. Every man upon the lands to-day 
isa man who has gone there and bought the lands from the oorr. 
pants. One writes tome that he paid $4,000 for the improvements 
put upon those lands. 
The Secretary of the Interior opposes this bill because he and 
entire genius of the Department assume that western lands are wort 
a great deal more than they really are. Every western man wil] heay 
me out in that assertion. Isold a farm myself in one of the thick!y 
settled counties of Kansas for $4.50 an acre; and some of these Indian 
lands are appraised as high as $10 an acre, high prairie land, wh 
in my State can be bought for $2.50 an acre. 
Again, there are about ten of these Indian allottees who banded 
together and hired an attorney, an ex-member of Congress who ; 


pre 


Washington and asked him to secure the sale of these lands just as 
is provided for in this bill at $2.50 an acre. I saw their signatures 
to the paper, authorizing him as their attorney to come here and ge- 
cure that sale if possible. They said the title is in doubt, and settlers 
will not buy at a high appraisement a doubtful title, and to comp 
mise and settle the business they would take $2.50 an acre for the 
land. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques 
tion? 

Mr. HASKELL. Certainly. 

Mr. BRIGHT. What disposition is proposed to be made of the pz 
ceeds of the sales of these lands? I wish to know whether they g 
into the Treasury of the United States or inure to the benefit of t 
Indians. 

Mr. HASKELL. The funds derived from the sale under this b 
go to the Indians themselves. They are to be paid to the Indian rep 
resentatives of the piece of land. More than this. The gentlemar 
from North Carolina says that these lands pay no taxes. Why, unde 
the laws of our State every furrow upon the prairies can be taxed as 
personal property; and the taxation upon this land, while not tec! 
nically taxed upon the realty, is derived from a tax levied upon the 
personal property, upon the buildings, the barns, the fences, and other 
improvements on the lands, and aggregates about as much as a tax 
would be if levied upon the land itself. They are taxed just as heavil; 
for the support of the local government as if the tax was laid upon 
the lands, and in fact heavier. It is said, Mr. Speaker, that this is 
a rich country; that these lands are very valuable; that this isa 
gigantic scheme to get possession of rich lands at very low prices, an 
that is alleged as the secret of this whole scheme. 

Why, sir, I have been all over these lands myself, and I can sayt 
this House that much of the land is high prairie land, which, a 
over my State, I can buy anywhere at $3 per acre. 

There is no fraud whatever in it. When I came before the cou 
mittee I came to present a bill that as many of the Indians as cou 
be got together agreed to as well as the white settlers upon the lands 
It was a compromise measure mutually acceptable to all parties. N Wy 
the great difficulty is to get at the root of the question, to know how 
to dispose of the lands. They cannot be sold in open market at }0)- 
lic auction, and why? Because they have to protect the holders 0 
the improvements upon these lands to the same extent. When yo 
sell the lands you sell the houses, and the hay-stacks, and the fences 
and all of the improvements which these men for twenty-six yes! 
have been putting upon lands. Of course the Government wl! 
go to work and oust a large number of settlers, and throw them 0" 
or force them to pay prices which wonld drive them out upon 
prairies, prices which they could never pay, and virtually disposses* 
them in that manner. Some bill was therefore absolutely necess#! 
to be devised in which all parties should be secured—the setter 
the homestead, and the Indian—by paying to the Indian a fair pr" 
for his allotment. Now, the appraisement of these lands has been very 








unequal, but the average appraisement is only $5 per acre. 2 GO"” 
object so much to the appraisement myself as to the fact that 


land is unequally appraised. asi 
Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman permit me to ask ae 
his proposition to pay the Indians for these lands he does not virtual 
acknowledge their title thereto? Se aaiaias 
Mr. HASKELL. No,sir,I do not. I deny most emphaticaily ‘™ 
title. 
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McMILLIN. If they have no title, then why do you propose 
“them for the land ? ; 

\r, HASKELL. Because there is a dispute about the title. Be- 

ce there is no other way of settling it except by expensive litiga- 
_ snd we believe 1t 18 better for all parties to compromise these 
nits than to get into a quarrel or fight the case in the courts, and 
this method they can get $3 an acre without a dollar of costs, but 
bs ney go into the courts they may loseall. It isa liberal and fair 
he aa tion for all parties and there can be no possible objection to 
a qause the only persons who have a right to object to it have 
won theif sanction to it and are anxious that this disposition shall 
he made of them. ; » : 

| hold, Mr. Speaker, a letter in my hand from a Presbyterian clergy- 
an from a little town in the district in which I live in which he 
ve ates that a recent meeting of these men has been held, and that in his 
 dement the settlers will condemn me if I secure the passage of a bill 
‘ lowing more than $2.50 an acre. I wrote back that according to 
‘yy judgment these land questions ought to be settled in some way ; 
cho diference between $2.50 and $3 an acre was not great; and that 
| believed Congress would agree to pass a bill allowing $3, and Iam 
here urging this bill not in the interest of any political work, not in 
‘ho interest of any job, but merely to settle an old question that has 
ieen unsettled for the last twenty-six years. I ask this House to sup- 
port me in a bill in which all of these parties have united and which is 
supported by nine members of the committee. : 

Now. referring to that letter of the Secretary of the Interior to 
which reference has been made here, in many of its assertions the 
sentieman from North Carolina ought to recollect that that letter 
was written not about this bill, but another one not now before the 
House. There is where the letter of the Secretary of the Interior 
misleads the House to a great extent. That letter was written, as I 
have stated, concerning a totally different bill, while this bill as the 
committee have reported it has never been before the Secretary of 
the Interior at all. I never made an argument before him on the basis 
of the committee report. 

Mr. WILSON. Is the Commissioner of Indian Affairs opposed to 
this bill? 

Mr. HASKELL. The old Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Mr. Hayt, 
was opposed to it, because, I am sorry to say, he was opposed to every- 
thing that looked to the settlement of anything. 

Mr. PRESCOTT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
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a ques- 
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Mr. HASKELL. I have only a moment, but I will yield for a ques- 

Mr. PRESCOTT. I find by the report of the committee that the 
lands were appraised at from $3.75 to $10 per acre. I find by the re- 
port of the Secretary that a portion of these settlers have already 
settled their claims at the appraised value of the lands, and under 
thereport of the commissioners it appears that at least eight of these 
divisions of thirty-two have been so settled, and some at the highest 
price of the appraisement. The bill as now presented makes no ex- 
ception in regard to those persons. The question I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Kansas is, if the bill is passed in its present form, 
will not these parties have the right to come in and get paid for their 
lands at $3 per acre, who have already settled at $6 or $6.50, and thus 
have the Government to refund the difference or have it taken from 
the Indians ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Not at all. Those allotments were bought and 
paid for under Jaw, and to those settlers that was concluded; the whole 
question was res adjudicata. They have the patent to their lands, and 
the allottee, the man bought of, has his money. It is not in the hands 
of the Government to give back. It is not a governmental question. 
The white man has his land under patent from the Government and 
by quitclaim deed from the Indian, or has his money; and so far as 
these parties are concerned it is not in contemplation to do anything. 

Mr. PRESCOTT. The Dill says: 

That those persons, being heads of families or single persons over twenty-one 
Sears of age, who have made settlement and improvement upon, and are bona fide 
claimants and occupants of, either in person or by tenant, tbotants in Kansas which 
were allotted to certain New York Indians, and for which certificates of allotment, 
dated the 14th day of September, 1860, for three hundred and twenty acres of land 
‘ach, were issued to thirty-two of said Indians, &c. 


That covers the whole land. There should be an amendment added 
wt those who have not heretofore settled for the lands at their 
‘ppraised value under the acts of Congress. 
fie SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Kansas [M 
TASKELL } has expired. 
ed to the floor. 
; Mr. SCALES. I yield to the gsentleman trom Mississippi, [Mr 
HOOKER. ] a i 
aL HOOKER. I desire the Clerk to read the paragraphs I have 
7 ed in article 2 of the treaty made with the New York Indians. 

1¢ Clerk read as follows : 

_ To have 
dans, byp 
the provisi 
ch 


fo 
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The gentleman from North Carolina is enti- 
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and to hold the same in fee-simple to the said tribes or nations of In- 
atent from the President of the United States, issued in conformity with 
ange of — the third section of the act entitled ‘An act to provide for an ex- 
r their rhe 7 — the Indians residing in any of the States or Territories, and 
with full hey west of the Mississippi,” approved on the 23th day of May, 1830, 
different eit er and authority in the said Indians to divide said lands among the 

mbes, nations, or bands in severalty, with the right to sell and convey to 
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and from each other, under such laws and regulations as may be adopted by the 
respective tribes, acting by themselves, or by a general council of the said New 
York Indians acting for all the tribes collectively. It is understood and agreed 
that the above-described country is intended asa future home for the following 
tribes, to wit: the Senecas, Onondagas, Cayugas, Tuscaroras, Oneidas, Saint Regis. 
Stockbridges, Munsees, and Brothertowns residing in the State of New York 
the same is to be divided equally among them according to their 1 
bers, as mentioned in a schedule hereunto annexed 

Mr. SCALES. How much time have I remaining ? 

The SPEAKER. Nine minutes. 

Mr.SCALES. I yield three minutes to the gentleman from Missis 
sippi, [Mr. HOOKER. } 

Mr. HOOKER. I only desire to say a word or two. If the state- 
ment of my friend from Kansas be correct, that the Indians hold no 
title to this land, and that the subject-matter of title is a question 
which the courts might determine, why the necessity for this bill ? 

Mr. HASKELL. As a compromise. 

Mr. HOOKER. If they hold no title, then they do not hold the 
land. If they do hold the land, they hold it by virtue of the second 
clause of the treaty which I have caused to be read, which not only 
gives it to them by solemn treaty, but by the patent of the Govern 
ment. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
question ? 

Mr. HOOKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman will notice, as the House does 
that that treaty speaks of tribes, and not of Indians at all All the 
powers and title go to tribes. Now, there was not a single tribe out 
there at all. 

Mr. HOOKER. The gentleman will allow me to say that he is mis- 
taken: because it will be observed that those of the tribes that failed 
to go and avail themselves of this grant of land in Kansas have for- 
feited their right, and those who did gothere did not forfeit, whether 
they were sent by tribes or portions of tribes. It stands, so far as in 
terpretation is concerned, precisely as the Choctaw treaty of 1832 i 


and 


esp 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him one 


oe in 
Mississippi stood, where those who remained in Mississippi were to 
have certain reservations. In other words, these Indians refused to 
concede their lands in New York and did not go to Kansas, but those 
who did concede their lands in New York and went to Kansas got the 
title of the Government according to the solemn treaties of the Gov- 
ernment, which should not be broken; and more than that, they got 
title to the land by solemn patent of the Government. 

Mr. SCALES. I desire to say only a few words in answer to the 
gentleman from Kansas, and I will occupy the short time I have in 
reading what the Secretary of the Interior has said, i1 


1 order to set 
tle the issues between myself and the gentleman from Kansas 
As early as 1842 members of certain tribes in the State of New York and elae 


where, who thought themselves entitled to the lands under the provisions of the 
treaty, removed to the country west of the State of Missouri and settled therein 

and from time to time others followed them until a considerable number of Indians 
as will be seen from census lists on file in the Indian Bureau Ll to be ox 

cupying these lands 


Now, listen to this: 


were four 


From death and the hostility of the settlers who w 
the fertility of the soil and other advantages, all of t 
quished their selections until of the Indians who had 
State of New York only thirty-two remained in 1x60. 


in that direction b 
Indians gradually relin 
d thither 


irawn 
Le 
remove from the 

Those are the Indian lands we are discussing, the lands that be- 
long to the thirty-two Indians who went there and remained there 
until 1860. Then the Commissioner of Indian Atfairs says : 

Under these provisions thirty-two New York Indians removed to and remained 
in the Territory now embraced in the State of Kansas prior to June 16, 1860 

My friend from Kansas says the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
and the Secretary of the Interior wrote these letters in regard t: 
another bill. My friend is mistaken. It was the same bill ident 
sally, with this exception, that the gentleman from Kansas had then 
in the committee carried an amendment reducing the price of those 
lands to $2.50 per acre; and that was the bill submitted to the De- 
partment. 

Mr. HASKELL. This bill bears the name of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. SCALEs,] and is not the bill I wrote. I did 
however, send my bill to the Secretary. 

Mr.SCALES. That bill bears my name, and it is the identical b 
that went before the committee. I introduced the bill at the in 
stance of the Department, and the only difference is in the amend 


ment introduced by the gentleman from Kansas. Here is what the 
Commissioner says: 
The bill under consideration proposes to reduce the aggregate value of the un 


sold lands over one-half, or to $23,339.68, and if the lands are not sold at t 
ished rate of $2.50 per acre within one year that patents shall issuein th 
the original allottees for the balance unsold 


e dimin 
name 6 ot 


The only issue between us to-day is as to the price of these lands 
I am contending for the appraised value made by a commission sent 
there by the Government. The gentleman from Kansas {Mr. Has 
KELL] is contending for the value set upon these lands by the settlers 
themselves, a value which has not been proved by anybody, and 
which is not sustained by one particle of evidence ever brought be- 
fore the committee. We have nothing but the assertion of the gen- 
tleman from Kansas; and while I am disposed to pay much respect 
to what he says, yet he relies upon what these settlers say. Now, it 
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regard to the value of these lands, this is what the Commissioner 
anys 
rhe ands are in Bourbon Count one of the richest and moat fert counties in 


he ate, 


They are within a 





Fort Scott, and nea lis > of the 











Mi ssouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad—the Missouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf 
Railroad running nearly through the center of the body of lands, w i lie in close 
proxin tothe corner of townships twenty three and twenty-four in ranges twenty 
four and twenty-five east. The records of the General Land Off how that there 
8 scarcely a vacant forty-acre tract of land in or nea rthe tov vnsh ps nan ed. With 
these facts ir ew, it is safe to assume that the several tracts w £73, wor 
the full amount at which they were appraised, a a that, in Vv rapid de 
velopment of the « intry. and the pre ent price uncultivated lands that vicin 
tv. there has at ast bee 1 no depreciation of their val e. 

All the lands about these have been settled, and I stand here to-day 
asking only that these Indians may have what this Government has 
said through its appraisers this land is worth. It 3 insisted that the 
appraised value of these lands shall not be g ven, because there is no 
one here urging it, except the Indians themselves. 


ct 
Mr. GODSHALK. Has not the time for debi ite eX} red ? 
The SPEAKER. There is one minute left. 
Mr. SCALES. The Commissioner further says: 


Che settlers have been in] ession of these lands for yes to the exclusion of 
the Indians, and have had every advantage ana opport ty to pay for the lands 
fre the products of the sai 

This uppra 11 was made in 12733, and these settlers have had fron 
that time tothis to take these lands at their appraised value, an ies 


have refused to doit. Itis propose ad how that neath r opportunity 
given to them to take the lands at their appraised value, and the 
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL] insists that the |! land sh: ill be 
sold at $3 per acre. Under these circumstances, I do not consider it 
necessary to occupy the attention of the House for a longer time. 

[ he ; SPEAKE R I he time for debate h ase xpire d. 

Mr. PRESCOTT. In order to meet a contingency which I sug- 
th reference to persons who have already settled upon these 
ands, I ask permission to offer an amendment to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The House was dividing upon an amendment re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole. Does the, rentleman from 
Kansas [Mr. HASKELL] agree to the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Prescott ?] 

Mr. HASKELI will if it is what I think it is. 

Mr. BLAND. I object to any further debate or amendment. 

Phe SPEAKER. If objection is made, the Chair cannot entertain 
he amendment. The tellers will resume their places. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. What is the pending question ? 

The SPEAKER. The House is dividing on an amendment reported 
from the Committee of the Whole. 

EB -- SPRINGER. If the House shall vote down the amendment, 

ill the bill be left in a shape to be properly amended ? 

"Mr. § CALES. If we vote down all the amendments reported from 
the Committee of the Whole, the bill will be right 

Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman does not mean to vote down his 
own amendment, fixing the time at five years instead of three years 
for the operation of this act? 

Mr. SCALES. No, not that a 

The SPEAKER. The first 

l ¢ will be read. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


crested 





mendment. 
amendment upon which the House is 





In section 1 strike out the words, “‘ the appraised value of the said tracts, as here 
tofore ascertained by the Secretary of the Interior, in accordance with the provis- 
ons of the act of February 19, 1#73, entitled ‘An act to provide for the sale of 
ertain New York Indian lands in Kansas,’” and in lieu thereof insert the words 

three dollars per acre 80 that the section will read 

[hat those persons, being heads of families or single persons over twenty-one 
years of age, who have made settlement and improvement upon and are bona fide 
claimants and occupants of, either in person or by tenant, the lands in Kansas 
which were allotted to certain New York Indians and for which certificates of 
allotment, dated the 14th day of September, 1860, for three hundred and twenty 
acres of land each, were issued to thirty-two of said Indians, shal] be and hereby 
are, authorized and permitted to enter and purchase at the proper land office, at 
any time within one year from the passage of this act, sai a fand ds so occupied by 
them, in tracts not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, according to the Gov 
ernment surveys, at not less than $3 per acre,” &c. 





hat this amendment is 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised th: 
1 Affairs, and was agreed 


recommended by the Committee on India 
to by the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. SCALES. That is right. 

Mr. HASKELL. And an atlirmative vote by the House at this time 
is simply a vote to sustain the committee. 

The SPEAKER. To sustain both committees, the Committee on 
Indian ag 1irs and the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. SCALES. That is correct. It will be an indorsement of the 
action of both committees. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers, the gentleman from Kansas, Mr. Has- 
KELL, and the gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. SCALEs, will again 
resume their places, and the House will again vote upon agreeing to 
the amendment just read, reported from the Committee of the Whole. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported that there were— 
ayes 95, noes 67, 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. SCALES called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, there being 33 in the affirmative: 
one-fifth of the last vote. 





1e 
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at pny llows: NAYS YS, not 
YEAS—119. 
Aldrich, William Deering, Killinger, Seg 
Bailey De La Matyr, P ng, Shallar 
Ballou Dick Fi ter fa 
; : vre, Sherwi 
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Clardy, Hammond, N, J New Willia I 1 
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C lymer Herbert O Reilly Wood, W 
Cobb Hooke Pe rsor 8, Wr 
Coffroth House Phe reat 
Colerick, Humphre Phil 
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= ITTOWS, James Pacheco Van Aernat 
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Errett Lindsey, Sapp Young, Casey 
Ewing Lowe Scales Young, Thomas L 
Field, Martin, Benj. F. Simonton, 
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So the amendment was agreed to. 


_ Mr. SPARKS 


ania, who is absent. 
Vv et Calendar bills 


I agreed to pair with General WHITE, of Pennsy)- 
It was understood that I should vote on Pri- 
But impressed with the belief that he would 
vote for this bill, and I having voted age rinst it, I w ithdraw my vote 
The following pairs were announced ‘from the Clerk’s desk: 
on political questions. 


Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, with Mr. BAR BER. 


Mr. Waite with Mr. SPARKS, on political questions. 
for this day. 


with Mr. WILBER, 


FEBRUARY a. acnapaenaeedaéiae ee 


uestion was taken; shechenitadiaanl daaemiameeiae ai en ae there were—yeas 119, 


Mr. ANDERSON with Mr. SmirH of New Jersey, 
Mr. STEVENSON with Mr. MITCHELL. 
Mr. Hutcurss with Mr. KETCHAM. 
Mr. JAMES with Mr. O'BRIEN. 


Mr. HERNDON with Mr. 8 a F 
Mr. CowGIL with Mr. BACHMAN, on political questions. 
Mr. McCook with Mr. MULLER, on political questions. 


APP. 


Mr. MiLes with Mr. SINGLETON of Illinois. 
Mr. Ross with Mr. RusSELt of Massachusetts. 
Mr. OVERTON with Mr. Taylor of Tennessee. 
a ERRETT with Mr. SCALEs. 
{r. W ASHBURN with Mr. FERNANDO Woop. 


Mr DIBRELL. 


My colleague, Mr. Srmonron, is confine 
room by illness. He is paired, as I understand, for this day a 
further notice, with the g 














d to his 
nd unti . \ 


entleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. WaTE.! 





ja81. 
ee 
rhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ane 
sired with the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. SPARKS, ] as announce¢ 
eee “nts ago. 

o NBRELL. Then I withdraw the statement as to the pair. 

Mr. HAZELTON subsequently said: Mr. Speaker, a pair has been 
ged, until further notice, between the gentleman from Tennessee 
Mr SIMONTON ] and the gentleman from California, (Mr. PAGE, ] who 
a on account of the dangerous sickness of his father. 

It of the vote was announced as above stated. 
wr, HASKELL. I now demand the previous question on the re- 
amendments and on the bill. 
1s question was seconded and the main question ordered. 


ou 


8 ybsent 


he resu 


prey ; : , : 
next amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole 
1 as follows: 


¢ section 1 strike out “three” and iz so that the clause 


neva arising from such sales shall be paid into the Treasury of the 
n trust for, and to be paid to, said Indians respectively to whom 


were issued, or to their heirs, upon satisfactory proof of their 


» Secretary of the Interior, at any time within five years from the 
at 

1iment was agre ed to. 

and last amendment reported from the Committee of the 


as fahlawa * 
read, as follows: 


t 


f section 2 strike out ‘‘ the appraised value ” and in £3 per acre ;” 
se will read: , ' 
inds not entered by such settlers, at the expiration of one year 
of this act. shall be offered at public sale, in the usual manner, a 


&c. 


from 
t not 


acre 


endment was agreed to, there being—ayes 66, noes 3. 
as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
being engrossed, was accordingly read the third time. 
guestion being taken on the passage of the bill, it was decided 
ailirmative; there being—ayes 79, noes 3v. 
the bill wae passed. 
‘ir, HASKELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
- and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


SO 


ter motion Was agreed to. 
SBANDONMENT OF CAMP SHERIDAN, 


SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 
m the Secretary of War, in relation to the abandonment of 
) Sheridan; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
CAPTAINS WINDER AND RANSOM. 


RESTORATION OF 


SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
er from the Secretary of War, against the restoration of Cap- 
s Winder and Ransom: which was referred to the Committee on 
MILITIA FORCE. 

lhe SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
he Secretary of War, relative to the militia force of 
ed States; which was referred to the Committee on the Militia, 
rdered to be printed. 


rdered 
LEAVE 


letter from t 





OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. VAN AERNAM, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of 
rone week on account of important business. 


prence tf 


CHARLES H. WILTBERGER, DECEASED. 


motion of Mr. FORD, by unanimous consent, leave was granted 

‘o the executor of the will of Charles H. Wiltberger, late of the Dis- 

tof Columbia, to withdraw the papers in his claim for pay for 

gs and wood cut upon his land in said District during the late war 

ythe Union Army to build forts and for fuel; provided that no 

“verse report has been made on said claim, and that copies of said 
papers be left with the Clerk of the House. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


jt BRIGHT. I move the House resolve itself into the Committee 

‘the W hole for the purpose of going to the Private Calendar. 
wilt O'NEILL. Before the House goes into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar I hope we will dispose of the 
aida bills now lying upon the Speaker’s table coming over from 
ast Friday, 

Mr. C IX. I raise the question of consideration. 

‘te SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot raise the question of con- 
‘eration on the motion to go into committee, for if the House does 
“Site to go into Committee on the Private Calendar it can vote 
d€ Motion down. 
aut COX. I give notice, then, that if this motion is voted down I 
Sa then move to proceed to the consideration of the apportionment 
"7 ‘ quectiore unfinished business of yesterday. 

The Honse vied ean nn 8 ae oe 

So the motion w oa > Were—ayes Sb, noes 4/. 

The Hom, as agreed to. . 

Vhole Ae accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
“* *ouse on the Private Calenndar, Mr. HaTCH in the chair. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Private Calendar will be resumed: 
the Clerk will report the first bill in order. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


ee) > 


~w? 





aud 


A bill (H. BR. No. 3784) to compensate Asa Weeks for his labor and « xpenses iz 
perfecting torpedoes, torpedo machinery, and the art of torpedo warfare for t) 
sole and exclusive benefit of the United States, and for other purposes 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
over. 

Mr. FINLEY. I did not hear the gentleman’s motion. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I have said several times befor 


I move that the bill be passed 


the reason why that bill should not be called up for action. I move 
it be passed over. 
Mr. FINLEY. I do not object to that. 
The motion was agreed to. 
JOHN S. CUNNINGHAM. 
The next bill on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 4605 


for the relief of John S. Cunningham. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the proper accounting officers 
of the United States Treasury to place to the credit of John 8. Cun- 
ningham the sum of $1,284.19, being the amount embezzled by his 
late clerk while stationed at the San Francisco Navy pay office, in 
the year 1272. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred thapetition of John S, 
Cnnningham, a pay-director in the Navy of the United States, having considered 
the same, respectfully report 

This case was considered by the Committee on Naval Affairs of the Senate during 
the third session of the Forth-tifth Congress, and a favorable report made thereon 
From that report, which your committee adopts and makes a part of this report, it 
appears as follows: That 

The memoralist is a pay-director in the Navy fe has been many years in the 
service, and has disbursed many millions of dollars, and his accounts, as appears 
by the certificates of the accounting officers of the Treasury, have been kept with 
remarkable clearness and accuracy, and have been rendered with unvarying prompt 
ness, having been always settled promptly toa cent 

‘He was stationed at the Navy pay-otlice, San Francisco, California, where he 
made ita rule not to permit any money to be drawn from the Treasury for the use 
of his office, but paid every bill, however small in amount, by check on the sub- 
Treasury. He had invented a system of recording a history of bills and payments 
in a book, which is highly commended by the Fourth Auditor as a security against 
fraud. He was accustomed to draw his checks payable to order, but the assiatant 
treasurer at San Francisco refused payment of them, and required him to make 
them payable to bearer. In accordance with this requirement he drew three checks 
one for $720, to pay a bill of the California Cracker Company ; one for $361.72, t« 
pay a bill of Whittier, Fuller & Co.; and one for $202.47, to pay a bill of James E. 
Jordan ; in all, $1,284.19, which were intrusted to Franklin Philp, his clerk, a sworn 
otlicer, approved by the Navy Department, and who embezzled them and applied 
the proceeds to his own use. Immediately on discovering the embezzlement Cap 
tain Cunningham deposited of his own funds the amount of the checks in the 
United States Treasury, and obtained therefor transfer drafts on San Francisco 
which he at once forwarded to the parties for whom the embezzled checks were 
intended. The clerk absconded, and is wholly irresponsible 

‘Whatever are the objections to indemnifying disbursing oflicers for losses in 
flicted upon them by their subordinates, they can hardly apply when the loss is 
occasioned by a compulsory mode of drawing the checks against which the officer 
protested, and when, if he had been permitted to draw them in the mode which he 
attempted for the greater security of the Government, the loss would not have 
occurred. It appears that the loss was caused by no fault or neglect of the memo 
rialist, but by the requirement of the Treasury oflicers that the checks should be 
made payable to bearer.”’ 

Your committee is of the opinion that relief should be granted to the memorial 
ist, and therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying bill. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. PRICE. Was there any testimony to prove that an assistant 
treasurer of the United States refused to pay a check payable to 
order? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 
asked the question. 

Mr. PRICE. It is a most singular proceeding, then. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I will state, as further evidence of the justice of 
the claim, that it has passed the Senate. 

Mr. PRICE. I do not object, but only want to know that one thing 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Here is the testimony: 


I will read it, and Iam glad the gentleman has 


Must be drawn to bearer. 


TREASURER, 
October 28, 


UNITED STATES ASSISTANT 
San Francisco, 1875 
Che st be drawn payable to bearer, and only in excep 
tional cases, when drawn payable to order and coming through some bank or well 
known business firm, will such checks be paid. 
Respectfully 


Crp 


} + 1} 1 
ein KS O1 This ofce mu 


WILLIAM SHERMAN 
(ssistant Treasurer United States. 
To Captain J. S. CUNNINGHAM 
Pay Director, United States Na 


Protest against ‘‘ bearer ’’ checks 


UNITED STATES NAVY Pay OFFICE, 434 CALIFORNIA STREET 
San Francisco, California, July 19, 1876 


Sir: The inclosed official check of this Navy pay office, No. 1666, dated June 30 
1876, payable to the order of Catherine Kennedy, for $20, (allotment,) was this day 
refused payment by the assistant treasurer in San Francisco, on the plea that the 
Navy pay office must draw checks to bearer. 

This check is taken from the book of checks furnished to me by the Assistant 
Treasurer at San Francisco. I inclose also the circular of the Assistant Treasurer 
at San Francisco of October 28, 175. You can readily see how this office is con 
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iy | : : ; ; nes 
4. 4 stantly embarrassed by the conduct of the Assistant Treasurer at San Francisco he Secretary of the Navy, in reply to an inquiry addressed to hia 1 
sa and I must earnestly and respectfully ask for some relief at your hands as aforesaid, says P ‘3 Departy 
j Is it fair to ask this office to trust checks payable to bearer in the ha ird of the Navy Depa 
post ottice ? * Washin it Ma 
Very respectful vour obed servant Sir: I have the honor ¢ a il . 
I pect a <u ein; 1 have the honor to return herewith the petition of Passed : 
JOHN CUNNI GIA! zineer Absalom Kirby to be allowed the pay of his present oral fr Assista 
’ ; sf é ,ary > is : — mA aU TPOr ’ 
ry a7 1 D 1566, the time from which his commission as such tenon. regarding whic 
Po Hon. A. 1 WW YMA cn : | such information as the Department can afford, as well as Fey 
; Treasurer of Un St Wa t D. { | priety of granting the relief asked 
; | Mr. Kirby, then a second assistant engineer, was regularly retired J 
t Nav No. 164 Pa 1366, for supposed physical disability. He subsequently pert ‘ aed 
ae j ne. 1876 | the law prohibiting retired officers from being ordered on ac tive duty 1 
; . . 7 Be : Soa tcl been passed until March 3, 1373. The performance of this duty. ana? 2 
: Vignette by the Treasury ? iB f ry | the case according to the views of the Engineer-in-Chief of the Navy 
Department. Farragut. § San Fra Caiyors his report on the petition as follows a 
; Pay to the order of Catherine Kennedy, twenty dollars | BUREAU OF STEAM ENonry 
: State objects for which draw Washington, Marci 
§ For two allotments in her favor, $2 IOHN S. ¢ 1 NNINGH \M ** The allegations and Statements in regard to service and dates ul 
Pay D United States Nar | paper by Passed Assistant Engineer Absalom Kirby are found to be eorr 
i } careful comparison with the 1 ls in tl bureau, ¢ t is believed the 
; 5 pee ‘ eae ee Ah aa : mparisor ! ecords in this bureau, and it is believed 1 
: Mr. Cunningham did all he could do to correct this Whatever | tirement of Mr. Kirby was caused by a misapprehension of his pl 
] ] } y 4 . . ‘ lysica 
loss occurred arose from no fault or negligence on the part of Mr. | at the time, as he was ordered to active duty shortly after the date of 
Cunningham. I can add, further, that he is a most eflicient officer, | ment, and performed it to the entire satisfaction of ‘his superior otticers 





: f this duty came under my personal observation, and I « testify t 
‘ aT : ‘ j “Se SO.000,000 of Government unds anc s > ; al My an vestry to t 
und in years past has disbursed $9, ’ . P _— . is and ability of Mr. Kirby in performing sea duty in the winter montis o: 


settled his accounts to the last cent. the United States. Believing the application of Mr. Kirby equit 
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, Mr. PRICE. I am not calling in question that tact; but I merely every respect, I most re spectiully recommend it to the favorable « sic ' 
asked whether there was any testimony con lusive of the point that ( — ve ae dade ; 
an agaiats maanrar natnaed ra chec avable to order ? An act was passed March 3, 1873, (17 Stats., 581,) which authorized My 
an a sistant treasure I refu = to pay q' ~“s k payabie to order restoration to his original position on the active list as a second assistant ; 
Mr. HOUSE. There is. rhe letter has been read. | but the act contained no provision as to the difference of pay between acti 
Mr. PRICE. Who was it retired pay for the time he was on the retired list. His restoration to his 
Mr. DAVIDSON William Sherman, assistant treasurer United position by special act seems to have been a recognition of his claims to d 
Stat indication that he should suffer no injury by the act of retirement. alt 
ates . —* ai g 
— 7 . ? - . intention of Congress is not known, viewing the restoration as su h rec 
Mr. DAVIDSON moved the bill be laid aside to be reported to the I see no objection to granting the relief he asks, but if granted there 
Honse with the recommendation that it do pass provision made for the payment of the difference of pay to which entit 
The motion was agreed to are no appropriations which can be used for the purpose. 
Pe a: con is Respectfully 
LANGLEY 3B. CULLEY. rn. W. ys 
 Secre \ 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. The reason application was not made to Congress at an earli 
3826) for the relief of the heirs of the late Langley B. Culley. crew out of the fact that immediately after his restoration hes : 
The bill is as follows : toreign station ie 
y : ; The committee are satisfied and believe this to be a meritorious ca 
Beit enacted, d« That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and reby is, directed | fore recommend » passage of the accompanying | 
to pay to the heirs of the late Langley B. Culley, a naval constructor in the Navy ; 
, . . . ’ - > "Dp : * ‘7 1 
of the United States, the sum of 22,300, out of any money in the Treasury not other Mr. HARMER. I move that the bill be laid aside fo bel rte 
ro areeeeere in payment for all services now duo tn rs of said Culley | to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
y . “i States rm} 
rom the nited States. The motion was agreed to. 
The rapert was read, as follows: LOUIS P. DI CESNOLA 
The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred thet ovial of the heirs Tt . } 2 ba sais te 
. , : > next isines } . ive ‘olondar s the 
of Langley B. Culley, a naval constructor in the Navy of the United States, having = he next bu see the I - vate ¢ ale naar was the b Hi, th 
had the same under consideration, respectfully submit the following report 1339) for the relief of Louis P. Di Cesnola, late consul at ( yp 
It appears by the records of the Navy Department that Langiey B. Culley was The bill is as follows: 
appointed a naval constructor by the late John Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasurv bi . 
February 26, 1845, at a salary, as stated in his letter of appointment, of $2,300 per thorized to v to Louis P. Di Cesnola tl f $5,500. tl 
> ze my to LOL . snola the sur 85.50 l t 
annum; and that said appointment was revoked by George Bancroft, who suc- for tt a Mhietal: seneineaeen of his < “ = lat sw i] ae : at eit - 2 : 
ceeded Mr. Mason as Secretary of the Navy, April 17, 1845, Mr. Culley having ac- ws ea . lone — ana Stems Beret ee 
cepted the appointment in a letter dated February 26, 1845. It also appears that at | “©TC?Y 8ppropriated out or any moneys in the treasury not oth 
the time of his appointment and acceptance of the oftice he owned and occupied a The report was read, as follows: 
ship-yard in Baltimore, Maryland, where he was doing a successful business in the a ; ; doe : M aoe 
line of his profession; and in order to enter on the discharge of the duties of the . The petition states that General ( esnola w as appoint d United 5 
ottice to which he had been appointed by the Secretary of the Navy, he sold out his ( yprus in the year 1865, and served until June, 1876, a period of elt ven 
ship-yard, and sacrificed a flourishing business ; and after holding himself in readi during'this time the duties of his office compelled him to employ al inte 
ness for fifty days to obey the orders of the Navy Department, he was informed by | @ salary of $30 per month in gold and a consular guard at a salary of $12 pera 
the Secretary of the Navy that in consequence of the failure of Congress to make | in gold, which he regularly paid out of his Owe private Sunds Legs i 
an appropriation for the pay of the office to which he had been appointed, said ap total sum of over five thousand five hundred dollars, for which he pra 
pointment was revoked. In the mean time his business arrangements had been imbursed. ‘ a ; . i nll ’ 
broken up, and his ship-yard had passed into other hands It appears that all the other consulates in Lurkey receive Go) © : 1} 
From the numerous statements which the committee have examined, all of | 48 appropriated by ( ongress, for interpreter and guard hire with the ¢ 
which bear testimony to the high moral, intellectual, | professional abilities of Cyprus, and whit h was also allowed General Cesnola’s predecessor M 
Mr. Culley, and of his eminent fitness for the positiorz which he had been ap- Bare lay, by Congress passing a spec ial act for his relief ; : 
pointed, and taking into consideration the sacrifices which he made in accepting _ The petition is accompanied by copies of duly authenticated vouchers, 
said appointment, and for which neither he nor his heirs have received any com- | tificates of payment by General Cesnola, on file in the Department 3 Stal 
pensation, the committee are unanimously of the opinion that his heirs are justly also by a letter from Hon. William M. Evarts, Secretary of State to Hon. Sa 
and equitably entitled to at least one year's pay, at the rate named in his letter of | J; RANDALL, Speaker of the House of Representatives, confirming the stat 
appointment, and herewith report the accompanying Dill of General Cesnola, and recommending that the relief prayed for be gra 
, : ee ; eae ; cordingly, and which is made part of this report 
Mr. TALBOTT. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported The committee are of opinion that the petitioner's claim is not only 
to the House with a favorable recommendation equitable, but indisputable, and therefore report the accompanying bill 
The motion was agreed t mend its passage. 
nat i i yah « > Cu LO. 
PASSED ASSISTANT ENGINEER ABSALOM KIRB} Mr. DUNNELL. I would like to ask the gentleman from ev 
SEI LSSISTANT w—INEER ABSAL( KIRBY i ‘ : . 3 . ceatieee Aiieivg 
York who reported this bill from the Committee on Foreign Allan 
_The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. | if there is any evidence that during these eleven years when (ener 
No. 4607) for the relief of Passed Assistant Engineer Absalom Kirby, | Di Cesnola was incurring this personal expense that he asked for ps 
of the Navy. ment from the State Department. It wonld seem from this bill tha 
The bill is as follows no such demand had been made. It would, in my judgment, esta 
; Be it enacted, dc., That the act of Mar 13 g | Assistant En- | lish a bad precedent to thus allow consuls to incur unusuai expe’ 
gineer Absalom Kirby to the active list of the N be so cor ied as to allow | and let them run on from year to year and then after the lapse ; 
: him the pay of his pr oa eee from the Lith of October, 1366, the date from | Jong period to come in and ask Congress for relief. In the prese 
1e tak ank, and a sum sutlicient te y him the amount found e due 2 7 “2 aa : sid nt of s 
Sins eels Oar anor onnauae tat dike adaeerane alee o— case it would seem that if he was entitled to the amount of t! 
priated - expenses, he should have made his claim to the State Depart 
a . - . . rr . a +; | 1 ” 
The 1 — 14. as fo! from year to year in his reports. This does not appear to ay 
1e@ repo as reau, as 1OlLlOWS: . . 
i Thef : tl f Absal — : er iii done. nas? 
7 { 5 16 Tacts in 1© CaS OT ADSALOM INITDY, pa S€C ASSiSta gineer, Unired,; tates . ‘ , 1 la stal } at was done. T 1e account was renut 
: Navy, show that he was placed on the retired list as a second assistant engineer Mr. COX. I unde css und th od ~ Sa aw eae He reli 
5 January 22, 1866, under a misapprehension, having been on sick leave but twenty- | but there was no provision made to pay such expenses. Roane 
Hs. | eight days, and was ordered on duty six weeks afterward and kept on duty nearly | however, on the precedents and the promise of the Departme! ; 
“ 1] . } 7 : : ‘ . ana;t! 
al the whole time that he was on the re tire d list, four years and six months of which | he should be reimbursed. I went myself to the State Depat 
at » he served a n the 3d o 1373, an act was passed, uy y Tec: : et ; sah Mi hen he claim 
Ay: time he ere ae ee . et ge Scala les te ne i etic on rec- | and had the sanction of Mr. Evarts to the validity of the cia 
vee H ommendation 0 he avy epar ent estoring Lim to bis original position on the ‘ ; " eed a . ~ : to many ol 
oe active list. Upon application at the Treasury Department for difference of pay General Di Cesnola is a gentleman well known to ! . is 


after promotion in the usual form, he was informed that he was debarred from | military men and to every one in New York City as an excellet ae 

payment because he was on the retired list at the date of his commission, notwith- | tleman of high scientitic attainments, and his duties in connes 2 

’ andi . was at sea performing , » duty other officers: and it is s ; E . 7 ra tar and guard 
standing he was at sea performing the same duty as other officers; and it is shown | Sith that consulate compelled him to have this interpreter and 2” 


he has had more sea SU L t peas eta ; an 
to carry out his instructions from the Department. 





in the last Navy Register that under his present 
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ald be reimbursed, he paid it out of his own pocket. The Commit- 
woul 


in Foreign Affairs have unanimously reported in favor of it, and 
pea OL 5 . 

i mnove that it be reported to the House with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


Mr. DUNNELL. One word more, Mr. Chairman. It would seem 
sif the State Department should have recommended that some time 
inring these eleven years 
The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from Minnesota yield to 
. iessage from the President ? 

Certainly. 





receive a 1 


Mr, DUNNELL. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


rhe committee informally rose; and Mr. CARLISLE having taken 
: a air as Speaker pro tempore, 2 message in writing from the Presi- 
1 t Lae = 7 . . 

++ was received, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 


LOUIS P. DI CESNOLA,. 


The committee resumed its session. 
Mr. DUNNELL. I was remarking, Mr. Chairman, that it would 
om as if the State Department should have asked Congress at some 
t me during these eleven years to supply this officer with this needed 
neistance. The necessity for this assistance of which the gentle- 
an from New York speaks seems to have existed all along during the 
eleven years. The precedent that this would establish, which I re- 
‘ard as a dangerous one, is, that if a consul of his own motion may 
see proper to hire a doorkeeper or watchman he can do so and bring 
» a bill thereafter for payment in the aggregate by Congress. He 
ought to be required toinform the Department of the necessity of 
these officers, and be supplied, rather than pay out the amount and 
then bring in a bill to be reimbursed. 

There is a case here upon the Calendar, of which I know personally, 
where a consul, many years ago, paid out money without any author- 
tv. Ifbe does so he must do so at his own peril; and I imagine this 
will be a bad and dangerous precedent, if Congress shall establish it. 
I know nothing, of course, of the merits of the case, except what has 
een stated here in the report of the committee, but I object to it on 
the grounds that I have stated. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Minnesota will observe by looking 
ita portion of the report which has not been read by the Clerk, on 

3, that this is only following another precedent. If he will 
read the letter from Mr. Seward, when he was at the head of the State 
Department, in the Barclay case, he will find that a precedent has been 
established for this same condition of things. The letter to which I 
refer 18 as follows ° 








STATE DEPARTMENT, Washington, April 10, 1866. 
sin: In reply toyour letterof the 12th ultimo, inclosing a certificate of J. Jud- 
» Barclay, esq., late United States consul at Cyprus, relative to his account for 
and guard hire, inquiring as to its correctness, I have the honor to in- 
you that the statements which he makes agree with the funds and vouchers 
ecorded in this Department, and inasmuch as appropriations for interpreters, 
guards, and other expenses are made forall other consulates in the Turkish Domin- 
ms, namely, Constantinople, Smyrna, Alexandria, Jerusalem, Beirit, the Depart- 
ent knows of no reason why a discrimination should be made against Cyprus, and 
erefore recommend that it be placed in this respect upon the same footing as the 
r consulates in that country. 





W. IL SEWARD. 


Hon. W. A. NEWELL, House of Representative 

That was in 1866. General Cesnola acted on that precedent. And 
it was an omission on the part of Congress when it failed to reim- 
burse him, 

Mr. DUNNELL. But it seems to have been a continuing omission. 

Mr. COX. It was. 

Mr. DUNNELL. And it seems Congress acted intelligently. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Barclay stood in exactly the same position. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I haye no wish to offer any opposition to this bill; 
ut it seems to me to be establishing a dangerous precedent. 

Mr. COX. We have the recommendation of the Department; the 
recommendations of Secretary Seward and Secretary Evarts. We 
lave the necessary vouchers. It is shown that these expenses are 
hecessary for the protection of consuls in that island, and in all Turk- 
isi countries, It is a case based on equity and precedent. 

Mr. PRICE. DolI understand the gentleman to say the payment 
of this bill is recommended by the Secretary of State ? 

Mr.COX. Yes, sir, , , 

Mr. PRICE. That would go far to allay my objections. But Imust 
my that it is a most singular, and if the gentleman from New York 
tad not said there were precedents for it, I would say an unprece- 
dented proceeding, 

, this gentleman is appointed aconsul. At the end of a year he finds 
uimself minus $500 because he had to employ an interpreter and 
guard, Now ifa business man—and the presumption is he is a busi- 
aioe he would not be there although the presumption may be 
eine would apply at the end of the year to the State 
ne nt and say “I am out $500 for these necessary expendi- 
sures.” Then they either say he is entitled to that or they say he is 
eared iene it. But he lets it run another year and says he has 
year until al more of expenditure. And soon it goes from year to 
: even years have elapsed, and all that time he has not been 


dai y $50 : 
fe d any $500 a year by the Government. All that time he has not 
“arned the lan ‘ 


“eeps up his int 


guage of the country in which he is stationed, and 
erpreter and guard, continues that expense and pays 
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the money out of his own pocket; and then five years afterward he 
comes to Congress and asks to be reimbursed for the money he has 
expended. 

If this thing is done—and I presume it will be, for I never knew a 
case where it was not done, in this Congress—then the next 
will plead not only the precedents that already exist but this al 
an additional precedent. And so we go on year after year piling up 
precedents. 






> { 


Hills peep o'er hills 
And Alps on Alps aris¢ 

Mr. COX. I desire to say one word in reply. I think my frie: 
will take the judgment of the present Secretary of State as well as 
of Mr. Seward on this matter. If General Cesnola had been a ver 
strict business man he would not have acted in the way he did. 

Mr. PRICE. Exactly; but he ought to have acted as a business 
man. 

Mr. COX. He being a soldier, having been appointed to this con 
sulate after he had gone through the war, and perhaps being a little 
loose about business matters, knowing he would get this when he 
came home, did not pursue it with that strictness which he should 
have exhibited. But he sent in his vouchers; and when he came 
here the Secretary of State said Congress would certainly pay hi: 
Here is what the Secretary says: 

The same considerations 

As in Barclay’s case 
exist with equal force in the case of General Di Cesnola, and I therefore recomm 
that the petitioner's appeal be favorably acted upon by the proper committee, a 
that relief be accorded to him for the period during which he held the post of 
sul at Cyprus. 

Mr. PRICE. Then it follows, and is admitted by the gentlemar 
from New York, that General Cesnola is a loose business man; and it 
would follow also, as an inference from his remark, that the having 
gone into the Army made him a loose business man. I was not in 
the Army myself, and am unable to say what effect that would have 
in giving a man loose business habits. 

Mr. COX. I have seen a great many loose business men that were 
not in the Army, and vice versa I have seen many that were in the 
Army. 

Mr. PRICE. 
sulates. 

Mr. COX. We have to reward our soldiers in various ways 

Mr. HAWLEY. There is one precedent that will be established it 
we pass this bill that cannot be easily established again. General 
Cesnola served well in the Army. That has nothing to do with the 
justice of this case here, of course. But as he incurred this expendi- 
ture under a reasonable hope that he would be paid, and in consid- 
eration of the extraordinary services he has rendered to science dur- 
ing his consulate in Cyprus, Iam willing to pay him. Andif any con 
sul hereafter shall confer so great honor on his country and render so 
extraordinary a service to the arts and to students of history I 
would be willing to deal very liberally with him. I am not disposed 
to draw the lines so closely with a man who has done so much honor 
to his country as General Cesnola has done. 

Mr. PRICE. I desire to ask the gentleman from Connecticut one 
question. If he had been consul at Cyprus and the Government had 
owed him $500 for a year’s expenses and had failed to pay him—I do 
not say refused to pay him—and if the gentleman had gone on an 
other year and expended another $500 and the Government failed 
to pay him, would he have continued going on in that way for eleven 
years, and not till tive years afterward come in with a claim fo 
payment ? 

Mr. HAWLEY. ‘The case is quite impossible; for I could not have 
gone on for two years unless the Government had paid me the $500 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. One word more, in answer tothe gentleman from Iowa, 
(Mr. Price.] If there is any lack of business quality about this 
matter at all, that lack of business quality belongs to Congress. Let 
the people send better men here. The State Department has agai: 
and again asked that this appropriation be made and pay the const 
to Cyprus along with the other consuls in Turkey. 

Mr. PRICE. Before the expiration of the eleven years? 

Mr. COX. I suppose so, because Mr. Barclay got it and it was 
derstood it would be received by his successor, and the offic 
taken with that understanding. 

Mr. PRICE. Well, on consideration of his being “a 
man,” I suppose we must pay it. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House 


cor 


Men of that kind should not be appointed to con- 


was 


7 lrneit 
LOOSse@ DUSILNESS 


MARY W. JONES. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No 
2572) granting a pension to Mary W. Jones, introduced by Mr. Hun 
TON, and reported from the Committee on Pensions by Mr. Ryon, of 
Pennsylvania. 

The bill was read as follows: 

_ Beit enacted, éc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, autho 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limita 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Mary W. Jones, widow of Thomas Ap ( atesb 5 
Jones, late commodore in the United States Navy, and pay her a pension of $50 
per month, in lieu of the pension she now receives, from and after the passage of 
this act 





| a 
follov that after a careful examination of all the facts 
Commitece en Revelation = asad doubt that this bill should be passed. 
referred the petition of Mary W. Jones, praying for an increase of pension Mr. BRIGGS. I suppose the reason why this pension 


in the ¢ ase he} a 


j 
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l-i2. to Whom Was 


















: un S39 to . m ce o note ume ’ respectfully | allowed at the Pension Office was because the applicant was aed 
iin in eeidamaen ted tins entities aa ici omas ApC. nically the widow of this soldier, although she was married to}... 
loman 0, for fifty-three years, was a distinguished officer of the United States | and lived with him for forty or fifty years as his wife Tha y 
Na ' ge of his duty as « of the United States | which has been read sets forth the facts of thecase. The eases 
xO Of New © ns he receiver if vhich | *r | did not obtain her pension from the Pension Bureau w as that 1, : 
: 1 of the petitioner, Lieutenant Commander M. | she was not the wife of this soldier. =" 
P. eae » veare in the United States Na serv-| Mr. ATKINS. I know it is a very ungracious thing ne ans 
I o t } i that d ly in tleman to show any opposition toa bill granting a pension to ay ; 
on ¢ i a _- a ee the | son whatever. But when I reflect that we will be called uno} 
a8 ‘wien aialithenens taaehindl o teanedans teas Taly 1, 1858, to year to appropriate nearly seventy million dollars for pensj ae 
' ; vi tim ‘ ‘ mmon with side of the special cases acted upon by Congress, it seems to me 
i sia cela el ontiniise 2 time that we should call a halt. 
; “ a i Bape o as stitute condi- I do not desire to object to this particular bill, and Will not do « 
on an 3 entitled to the relief prayed f nd should receive | for the reason, in the first place, that I know nothing about it: 
1 t] uted her at the rate of $50 per month, an i there second place, I will not object because the applicant is a lady 
‘ - she be restored to the pension-roils at tha te, to take effect | in the third placa, I will not object because the member who ren, 
, en ng | this bill has passed to the hereafter. 
I is laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. But I do think, if I may be allowed to say 80, coming from the « 
SARAH BIRDSALL. tion of the country I dlo, if there are any sections—I had though 
Si al a ons on the Private Oaleniae wae the bill Gi: Rite. | Oe all abolished—coming from the State I do and with the antec 
wah cmiabica b inamahem to Gama ai, Glade, inteaianad baile ee I have, and occupying upon the floor of this House the off 
or amined a he Committee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. | 22" I do, I feel it to be my duty to throw out this little war 
‘ to members here. We will not get off this year with much less + 
Ry ' ; $70,000,000 for pensions. 
’ as Sat ' ; I would sooner to-day undertake to liquidate the entire public 
n 4 the pensontoll, subject to the provisions avd limita, | Of this country than to liquidate the debt which has been impos 
of t Se samnad Benes Sf. Gictaall tun o wvisiae bats = upon the country by our pension laws. The arrearages act wh 
{ enjamin Birdsall, of the war of 1812, at the rate of $8 per passed last Congress has imposed an obligation upon this countn 
, ee ee | which cannot be liquidated with less than $750,000,000, althoug 
Se ta gies shies seem 1 stated at the time the bill was under consideration that tl 
a — gad he lod me rs = - a ott pay wa tt @ fol side figure would be $20,000,000 or $25,000,000. I doubt not, cons 
ee a ee ee ee ee | ering the rate at which the claims have been and are now being pre 
Sarah M. Birdsall is the only surviving heir of Major Ben Birdsall, a gallant offi- | sented, th ateventually it will amount to a thousand million dollars 
eh — ee ee eae Se ae Mr. BRIGGS. I knew nothing about this case until my att 
ving a widow and three young children ery limited circumstances, ali | W@8 called to it by the report just read by the Clerk. Ihavenod 
om are dead except the petitioner, Sarah M. Birdsall, who is an invalid, walk- | the facts are truly set forthin thatreport. The reason the apy 
z upon crutches. ; comes here is that, technically, although she lived with this s 
he petitioner states that no bounty-land warrant or pension ver received | for forty years as his wife, she was not legally his wife, and t 
any of the family of said deceased, or any other recognition made of the gallant | > ‘7 . “ ’ : 
-wisehhihn dint: iawn | fore could not obtain her pension. 
Your committee therefore, in consideration of the services rendered by the said I must say that it seems to me this is rather a small matt 


jor Birdsall, and the fact that none of his heirs have ever received a pension or | gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] to make the occas 
nd wa $8 ces, am vat this his only living he sa cripple ¢ “S al a ad ‘ : 1 

d warrant for his services, and that this his only living heir is a cripple and des- | complaining of the vast amount expended for pensions to the s 
tute, recommend that the bill be amended so as to allow her§$s per month, and as . . 


ended that it do pass 

Mr. BAILEY. I desire to offera verbalamendment. By amistake 
1 the original draught of the bill an incorrect name is inserted. It 
hould be “* Martha,” instead of “Sarah.” I therefore move that the 





of this country. I recognize that it is a vast amount. But wl 
compare the sums that are contributed to these men with the 
able services which they have rendered the country, they ar 

be considered for a single moment. But for these men we \ 
have had no country, we would have had no Congress of the Unit 


al e “ Sarah, a the body of the bill and in the title, be stricken States to grant them pensions. 

7 $ and the name “Martha ” inserted. Mr. ATKINS. Lhope the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr 
rhe amendments were agreed to. _ : BRIGGS] does not intend to go into a sectional discussion and to rak: 
rhe bill, as amended, was laid aside to be reported favorably to up the embers of the war because I made the remarks I did. I di 


BETSEY 
rhe next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
iO08) granting a pension to Betsey Elwell, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions by Mr. Farr. 
rhe bill was read, as follows: 


ELWELL. 


so from a pure business stand-point, without any kind of prejudice. Ii 
that gentleman thinks I have any prejudices on account of my ante 
cedents, I believe he stands alone in this House in entertaining that 
opinion of me. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I do not propose to rake up the embers of the war, 
I do not propose to reopen a discussion of sectional questions 
never have done that in any single instance since I have been a mem 





Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ised ax os Sapeeenes b> ane: Se She panen Oa She Dies oS eed Se ee ber of this House. But I tell the gentleman from Tennessee that 
Unit d State s Infantry wat of 1812, at t] aente of $8 p r month to date from the when he rises in his place and attempts to prevent the pay mae ss 
passage of the act of March 9, 1878,‘ granting pensions to the soldiers and sailors | pensions to the men who have preserved the life of the nation, I pr \ 
f the war of 1812, and their widows, and fer other purposes pose to stand here in defense of those men, and to insist that fu! 
Phe report was read, as follows: ample, and complete justice shall be done them. (Applause. - 
hs Conmmadtes on Roveledionsry Pension, to whem wos referred the petiiien Mr. BUCKNER. Mr. Chairman, while this geen . up, — 
f Betsey Elwell for pension, as widow of Jeremiah Elwell, a private, &c., having | tO 8@y @ few words uponit. Ihave heretofore opposed, not tht grant 


had the same under consideration, respectfully submit the following report : 
he committee find that the said Jeremiah Elwell was asoldier of the war of 
1812, and was in receipt of a pension at the time of his death. The petitioner, 
Betsey Elwell, was living with him at that time as his wife; had lived with him as 
and been so regarded, for upward of fifty years; that, in fact, she was 
married to said Elwell upon March 2, 1527, as is shown by the records of the clerk's 
iflice of the town of Gorham, county of Cumberland, State of Maine; but that said 
varriage was illegal for the reason that said Elwell then had another wife living 
from whom he had not been divorced according to law. but who had deserted him 
and was living with another man as his wife, and by whom she has had eight 
hildren, never having had any by said Elwell ; that she is long since dead, and thus 
laim can be presented by her. 

In view of these facts, and for the reason that the petitioner was to all intents 
and purposes the only wife of Elwell for the greater portion of his life, your com- 
mittee are of the opinion that her prayer should be granted, and that she should be 
allowed the same pension which the law would have entitled her to if this question 
of legality had not arisen ; therefore, in order to overcome this technicality, they 
beg to submit the accompanying bill and recommend that it be passed. 


Mr. ATKINS. I would like for the gentleman who has charge of 
this bill to explain to the House why this applicant could not have 
obtained her pension at the Pension Bureau. 

Mr. BREWER. I would suggest to the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. ATKINS] that the gentleman who reported this bill, Mr. Farr, 
of New Hampshire, is now dead. 

Mr. DWIGHT. And I will state further that I heard Mr. Farr say 


’ } 
such 





ing of pensions, but the granting of them in a mode in which no othe 
department of this Government acts. The action of Congress in ret” 
ence to persons presenting claims under the pension laws is conducies 
in nine cases out of ten in an entirely different manner from our“ 
tion with regard to other matters which have been passé d _— 
various Departments of the Government. When we have passed 8° 
eral laws giving jurisdiction to the Commissioner 01 Pensions, = 
have provided all sorts of clerks and legal appliances 80 as to insur 
the benefit of the pension laws to those entitled to them, no woo 
ought to say there is any opposition here to the granting om 
sions. | seny, a matter of debt; 10 

These pensions are, gentlemen may say, a matter 0! ce” Lagi 
they are a matter of grace and favor on the part of the Gove aaa 
but upon whatever grounds you put these claims, the ar + - 
savs in effect, “ We have established laws by which the app ican Me 
complying with proper requirements, can obtain his pension. ®. " 
character of evidence required is prescribed, as well as rules an regs 
lations by which the officers of the Government are to pela he 
Ought not this to satisfy any gentleman, from whenever oe or 
may come? Ought not the decision of the Pension ~ withia 
against the applicant to be final, so far as the case may et , pensiol 
the provisions of general law? But, sir, three-fourths of the } 

















eee posers sment to which we have by law intrusted the examina- 
of such cases. I say that the gentleman from Tennessee, { Mr. 
~ on | without reference to the question whether this is a revolu- 
a rr nsion, or a pension of the late war, or a pension of the war 
vta12, does right to warn the country— . 

‘\fe ATKINS. I want to say that I did not know what war this 
in } ad reference to. 5 ua ; 

\(r, BUCKNER. The gentleman from Tennessee, I say, does right 


yn the country as to the effect of congressional action on this 


na;rt 
onary 





When we have by our laws provided means for the hearing 
) determination of applications for pensions, with the implied un- 
standing that the applicant shall go to that tribunal for the de- 
Pstaueliss 


ion of his ease, I say it is time that the public mind should be 
ced to the possible effect of further action by Congress, and that 
sarees should stop in this work. 

Why, sir, notwithstanding the vast number of the questions judi- 
my cided by the Patent Office, how very rarely does Congress inter- 
euch cases, except under extraordinary circumstances? 


nsu 


Thesame 
a said as to the action of the Land Office, the different branches 

‘she Treasury Department, and the other Departments of this Goy 
went, The decisions of these various Departments are in general 
ented by Congress as finaland conclusive. They ought to be; and 
necially ought this to be the case in reference to pensions. 

When a party makes application for a pension the Pension Office 
acides | etween the people on the one hand and the claimant on the 
ther. That judgment, except where there is fraud, is binding on 
ha Government; but it is not binding upon the pensioner, who in 
»merous cases comes here and asks that a committee of Congress 
hall review the action of the Commissioner, I say that the jurisdic- 

in of Congress in pension cases should be confined to cases of which 
the Pension Office has no jurisdiction. This is the true principle, and 
+ should be established as governing the action of Congress. 

Mr, COFFROTH and Mr. SPARKS addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. COFFROTHL. | | 


so 
on in this House are nothing but appeals from the action 





me 





aBLE ].—Number of pensions allowée 
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Mr. REED. Isincerely hope that a general discussion will not arise 
on this bill, though I should like to have it arise on the next one. 

Mr. COFFROTH. Mr. Chairman, when the declaration is made 
here and goes to the country that the arrears of pensions will cost 
this Government $700,000,000, I cannot permit that statement to pass 
uncontradicted. 


Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me one word 

Mr. COFFROTH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ATKINS. When I made the statement a moment ago th 
would in my opinion cost $700,000,000 to liquidate the debt that had 
been imposed on the Government in consequence of the passage of 
the arrearage act, I made the statement upon the authority of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, who had fixed the amount at $710,000,000 


I intimated that in my judgment it would reach $750,000,000, or eve: 
§1,000,000,000, if the Commissioner should continue to increase his 
estimate for the year to come as he has within a year past. 

Mr. COFFROTH. Mr. Chairman, I do not say the gentleman from 
Tennessee made this declaration on his own authority, but it has 
been stated in the newspapers and published throughout the country 
on the authority of the Commissioner of Pensions that the arrears of 
this Government $710,000,000. I propose to refute 
that statement with figures which cannot be mistaken. There ar 
pending now in the Pensions Department 307,697 applications. Two 
hundred and thirty-six thousand and sixty-six are by original in 
valid applicants, the balance, 71,631, by widows, minor children, and 
dependent fathers and mothers. From a statement made from data 
furnished by competent persons who are familiar with the average 
paid to pension applicants where their pensions are granted, it ay 
pears the average paid to widows is $991.03; upon original invalid 
claims, $733.59. Now, take the 236,066 applications. If every one of 
them be granted it will amount to $173,175,656.94. To widows, depen 
dent mothers, fathers, and to minors it will amount to $70,988,469.83. 
If every person who has applied up to the Ist day of July, 1880, wher 
the arrears bill terminated, be put upon the pension-roll on the aver 
age already paid, it will amount to $244,164,126.77, The full table is 
as follows: 


pensions Will cost 





their annual value, together wit yea y value of all pe ) ft 


roll, and the amount paid for pensions during the year 


Pensions allowed and increased during the year 
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War of 1312 
SUrVIVOTS....... 224 he cbenadtssecas “s 34 3, 264 00 1,201 BETES récbcennlsagene 10, 138 245 09 TM 
Widows of, &c... 4,630 ST Nae Pe 2 192 00 1, O76 103, 206 00 24, 750 000 00 > 658.05" 14 
Total ......, 19,545 | 1,746,173 43 | 9, 286 437, 441 00 | 1, 377 £0,194 00 12,875 | 1, 423, 967 OF 2, 751 73, 645 32 250, 802 | l ( 46, 185 & 
} 
One hundred and ninety-one claims for bounty land and 29,662 claims for arrears of pensions were allowed d i 
Total amount paid during the year to new pensioners, upon first payments, is to— 
ee See RS rs. as ce ea maws dpee eed enwedecdieudike dived ics as coeseaeeabs $7, 236, 959 ¢ 
Army widows, &¢ PUOMS MANGE Tea Dek ava saw sec séuwdsbbcruyssdowdh es NUE EN EEA Sea thd bbs 040060 5Gksb soe venenesessdesesacace wdeVebones 4,215, 871 7 
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‘he above table will be found in the report of the Commissioner of Pensions, | this total of 307,697 by eliminating one-third, or 102,565+-, as cases already reject 
age 17. it will be observed that 9,865 invalid pensioners were placed on the pen- | or abandoned, and improperly in the files of “‘ pending cases," he having eons 
‘ during the year 1880, with a total cost for their arrears of $7,236,959.69, | dated the rejected files with the pending files, and reporting to Congress only tw 
D average to each individual pensioner of $733.59-+-. There were also placed | classes of claims, ‘‘admitted"' and “ pending;'’ and under the head of “ pending 
oe the pension-roll during the said year 4,254 widows and other heirs, te whom | including all claims which have been rejected or abandoned during the whole period 
fh, pu a8 arrears $4,215,871.78, or an average each of $991.03 | since the commencement of the war of 1861-'65. Mr. Bentley himself, in his report 
wn page 23 of the same report the Commissioner states that there were pending | of 1878, admits 80,000 of these as “ rejected, settled,”’ “disposed of They wer 
aaa 1880, 236,066 original invalid claims. Multiplying this gross number by the | once borne separately as ‘‘ rejected,”’ and are now falsely entered as “ pending" o 
Tb ineach case allowed during the year 1880, namely, $733.59, the amount | “live” cases 
Me be $173,175,656.94. On the same page (23) of said report the Commissioner | A further additional reduction of 20 per cent. should be made from the 205,1 


‘he that there were pending June 30, 1880, 71,631 widows and other heirs’ claims. | 
Osi ey sing this gross number by the average amount allowed each of this class of | 
+) wants during the year 1880, namely, $991.03, it amounts to $70,98%,469.93. Adding 
be - tate together, that is, the invalid claims and the w idows and other 
an average of ine aoe 087 to which would be paid the sum of $214. 164 126.87, 
lowed These fave this supposing that every one of the 307 697 were al- | 
sively that in x igures are taken from Mr. Bentley's report, and thus show conclu 
. Comandante vent would they amount to more than the sum stated ho 
whom ft on admits in his letter of January 20, 1881, to Secretary Schurz, | 
Appropriacion 8 transmitted to Hon. H. G. Davis, chairman of the Committee on 
b ions, that tkere should be deducted 30 per cent. on account of claims 


Which wil} 
ch will not be allowed. A more proper reduction would be to reduce at once 


| would be made at as high a grade as were those allowe« 








remaining cases, which will for various reasons be rejected in the future or abai 
doned, making 143,591 to be deducted from 307,697, leaving only 164,106 tobe adde 
to the rolls. Multiplying this 164,106 by the average above indicated, $793.52+ 
would require but $130,221,393.12 as the total amount required to pay the arrears t 
all claimants who will be entitled to future benefits under the arrears law 

These figures are based upon the presumption that the pensions hereafter g 

[ during the year 1-80 

The Commissioner of Pensions states in his testimony before the select comn 

tee of the House of Representatives, on page 11 These and other like influen 






conspired to keep those having slight wounds and light diseases, and were in com 


fortable circumstances, from filing claims for pension. Some of them, too, did not 


think it worth while, feeling that a pension of two or four dollars a month would 
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not amount to anything,’ &« This fact, stated by the Commissioner, togethe1 storing to the rolls 1,377—#2,263, 808.43. Deducting from tl 
with the additional fact that thousands of claims filed under the arrears law were | duction before referred to, the yearly additional cost of ¢ 
from widows who remarried within one, two, or three years, or soon after the death | standing that there have been $19,545 added thereto 


of the soldier ; thus they would be entitled to but one, two, or thre« hundred dol- | age additional cost of only $39.20 


8 additional cos 
he CDtire roll. notre: 
is but §766.198 11 











ars. The average to each would therefore be less than the average to each pen This table, therefore, demonstrates that, after deducting losses. it 

sioner during the year 1880, during which period it was $793.52-4 $39.20+- of annual payments on the average to place a pensior nr aati 
Six hundred dollars is a liberal average for arrears to those who are to be here Applying this average to the probable additions to the pe nsion 1) ‘pon tk 

after added—that is, to the 164,106; but at this rate the total arrears would amount | it will cost annually but $6,432,955.20 ; add to this the present veariy Viz, 164 

to but $98,463,600: but if the great number of 200,000 should be added to the roll sions as appears from this table, to wit, $25,917,906.60, itmakes a total of a : M 
t this average it would amount to but $120,000,000, instead of $510,000,000, or there If the rolls be increased by the addition of a total number of 200 000 ‘it w ms 


bout, as reported by the Commissioner of Pensions. but $7,840,000 in addition to the present yearly value, making for the tot 
, ~ce" ~ it Ota 


It has been reported by the Commissioner of Pensions and others that the yearly | 80 added a gross yearly value of only $33,757,906.60, the highest amount 


= os ; . 7 . that ¢ 
value of the roll would amount for many years to $50,000,000 or thereabout. This | yearly value of the pension-roll can ever reach under existin 


} 
£ lay 





s exceedingly erroneous. It will be found by referring to this same table that | $50,000,000, or thereabout, reported by the Commissioner of Pensions | “@ 
there were dropped from the rolls, during the year 1880, 12,875 pensioners, with It will be observed that in these figures no reduction has been made ir tl 
the yearly value of their pensions amounting to $1,423,967; that there were 2,751 | value of the addition on account of the claims being from soldiers slightly v 





pensioners reduced in rate to the amount of $73,645.32 - annum, making atotal | or diseased. The additions to the pension-roll will not average more t] 
reduction in the yearly value of $1,497,612.32. It will also be found, by this same | of one-half total—$4 per month or $48 per year. During the last year oric 


table, that there were 19,545 added to the roll during the year 1880, at a yearly | lids received on an average $70.62-+ 
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value of $1,746,173.43; that there were 9,226 pensioners increased in rating to the The fact that those to be added to the rolls are for “ slight wounds ind |] 

yearly amount of $437,441, and that there were restored to the rolls 1,377 pension- | eases,” as appears from the testimony of Commissioner Be ntley. ( - 6 ll 

ers at a total cost of $30,194, making the total additional cost of the pension-roll, | committee, H. R.,) will make the average rates lower than heretofore and | rent 
by the addition thereto of 19,545 pensioners, increasing the rates of 9,286, and re- ' the yearly value of the pension-roll ever exceeding $32,500,000, ee 


.? . , ° ‘ 
Table showing total number of pensioners added to and dropped from the roll, &e., during year ending June 30, LRRO 
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EEE so colaracmishenedenbbemeomdsmanamncn cep Spi eheneneaPanhsaaon RO GIST ncsdeseclscnseun | $1,746,173 43 
PR ie svn enh sacut~kndeneeesati <p Sueeddasen seccke Mrwceeeiws deueepout 080 1 ac.. 437, 441 00 
Restoration ...ccccccccecccnccsccces caccee cccces oe emecee cecccs cccces sccecccces|sooscce 1,377 | £0,194 00 ssseesia 
Dropped from roll ...............-.- es ik aah deine ts wb Gore OI ati ad calsasvetwbs Sucneus] souvenneleae shbbetebeeens 12,875 | $1, 423, 967 00 |......... 
ND eee 5 shhh ined geben vas ib puhkbdiiotin ah wanene mens pdehvswsanaklbeneeeteuenbike 2, 751 73, 645 32 | feekdter ioe Me ma 
‘ neha resis Mneen Pe aANRteee pada hitb wkies cerns nee Re tRae ‘ 3, 808 43 15, 626 1, 497, 612 32 | $766,196 11| 999 x 
Total number and yearly value of original invalid pensions on roll June 30, 4e80. would be required to pay the arrearages of pensions ever since that 
Whole number of pensioners on roll June 30, 1880..........---+.. 133, 212 bill was introduced into Congress. I well remember the gentlemar 
carly value of pensions, as shown by Zoi Tune 90,1 iogar'oa te wet * | from Ohio, (Mr. Rice) not now a member of this House, who hal 
nnn pebreee en tari | charge of the bill, believed when he first introduced the Dill that 
| $15,000,000 would cover the entire sum that would have to be paid 
Total number and yearly value oj all ¢ riginal invalid claims allowed during year | under it. Before the bill got through he advanced to $20.0 A 
Whole number of original invalid vensions allowed during the vear ' | The Commissioner of Pensions at that time thought it would tak 
yearly value of pensions allowed during the year.......2...2.722.. go06, 600 18 | $29,000,000. ‘Then it got to the astounding sum of $50,000,000. Att. 
Average yearly value of pension to each original invalid pensioner | alittle while another estimate was made and it went up to $100,000, 
vhose Claim was allowed during year............ Seeahia nas $70 62 | And so it has been going on and going on, not in arithmetical pr 
Unsettled Army pension claims for service since 1961. | gression, but in geometrical progression, until the Commissioner t 
Report Commissioner of Pensions, 1880, page 23 | me the other day that it would cost $7 10,000,000. . 1 
| Mr. HAYES. I hope the gentleman will permit me to ask him 
< a8 question. 
¢ En Mr. ATKINS. Iam not the defender of Mr. Bentley. I think he is 
“ ab a worthy officer. I believe he has tried to do his duty. I know not! 
= = ing of his antecedents, and I care nothing about them. I think he 
= et - has endeavored to do his duty. So far as I have had any oflicial con- 
3 nection with him he seems to be an intelligent and reasonable gen- 
5 | tleman. I cannot, however, give you the reasons why these various 
“2 “?s sums have been estimated. I simply give you the facts in order that 
ES eo they may go to the country. 
S z Mr. HAYES. I hope the gentleman will permit me to ask ! 
5 b Ee " question. 
= aninadainaliel : Sins Mr. ATKINS. I do it without a particle of malice. 
: wait td a ae And now, sir, I wish to say one word more. I did not know wh 
na...) wae veel Ota. | salome gen ag (277777777 | made the remarks whether this was a revolutionary pension clai 
a ee a & | one growing out of the war of 1812, or out of the late war. I knew 
Aggregate .... 307, 697 woes 244, 164, 126 67 2793 52+ | not what it related to, and I made the remarks I have not for the pu 
pose of prejudicing the just claim of any man. I think the Gover- 
{ » eocutvel te wake ret cements ender arreavet ment ought to fail that would refuse to pension its maimed defende rs. 
Steed thane too O00, 000 chadenn OMOEA «<< oooucaaeececaess.oceece ©119, 028, 000 00 | 1 think the Government that would not do it ought not to live. There- 
Should there be 160, 000 claims allowed .............-. ceec--seccee 126. 963. 200 00 | fore I have uniformly voted for every one, for every measure, for evel 
Should there be 164, 106 claims allowed .............. silat accies e 30, 221, 393 12 | bill looking to the protection of the disabled and the maimed ott 
Should there be 175, 000 claims allewed er ee ee 138, 866,000 00 | Jate war. And I shall continue to do so while I ama member. I have 
Should there be 200, 000 claims allowed ..........--. +----+--++--++ 158, 704, 000 00 no prejudice on the subject. If I cannot. however, be allowed to al- 
Mr. ATKINS. Let me ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a | lude to the enormoussums that are to be appropriated out of the pub- 
question. lic Treasury without having my motives smirched, as I understood 
Mr. COFFROTH. Certainly. | the gentleman from New Hampshire a moment ago, then, sir, Iv 
Mr. ATKINS. How, then, is it the Commissioner of Pensionscame | leave the question to the country and never open my mouth on 
to make such a blunder? | again. - 
Mr. COFFROTH. Why, sir, here is his own report which I holdin | Mr. HAYES. What authority have you for making the stateme! 


my hand, and why he made this blunder is not for me to say, unless | that this will cost $710,000,000? I ask this in justice to the ca 
he wants to force the bill now pending in the Senate through the | sioner of Pensions. I ask the gentleman from Tennessee on W28 


Senate and through this House, creating examining boards consisting | authority he makes that statement. 


of one attorney and one surgeon in each congressional district, sub- | Mr. ATKINS. I make it on the authority of the — 
stantially under his control, thus putting unlimited power into his | himself. He told me with his own mouth, in the room of the Com 
hands. mittee on Appropriations, that it would cost 37 10,000,000. 


Mr. ATKINS. I desire to ask this further question. I do not my- Mr. HAYES. I saw the statement going the rounds of the paper 
self believe the Commissioner of Pensions has intentionally misin- | and did not know on what authority it was made. 
formed the country. There have been different estimates as to what | Mr. ATKINS. Yes, sir. 
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vr, FRYE. Is this the Betsey Elwell case? A a 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the title of the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
. pill i. R. No. 4608) granting a pension to Betsey Elwell. 
FRYE. Well, now, Betsey Elwell is my old lady. [Laughter.] 
very sorry that the gentleman from Tennessee should have seen 
‘ke a fight over this bill. She isa very worthy and venerable 
cv. and has a good claim. 
fe ATKINS. The gentleman from Maine is mistaken. I have 
>. no fight on this bill. I have no objection to it. 
+. PRYE. Allright,then. Iam glad tohearit. I have nothing 
= “ except that I hope the bill will pass. [Cries of “ Vote!” 








ve COFFROTH. Ido not know how those extreme calculations 
sored up. It is true that the arrears of pensions has cost about 
oe nty-six million dollars. When the bill was passed it wasstated that 
- would require twenty-five or twenty-six million dollars to cover 
ye arrears due the soldiers at that time. But I do not know of any 
«imate being made that would cover what pensions were yet to be 
ted. As I said before, you take the 307,000 cases that are pend- 
~ yin the department and grant them pensions at the average rate 
‘the sixty or seventy thousand that have been already allowed, and 
eho total Will not amount to over $244,000,000, I will tell my friend 
‘rom Tennessee who says this large estimate is made, that the Com- 
missioner of Pensions includes in his calculation an estimate of the 
amount that would be paid if the pensioners would live, I believe, 
-wenty-two years, and he therefore multiplies the annual roll by the 
oumber of years and puts that in as arrears. Now I submit to this 
House that this is not arrears; because, if so, every pensioner who is 
put upon the rolls and gets his pension can be charged to arrears, and 
thus continue to swell the estimates in that way. Itisafact also, as 
developed by our investigations, that the pension-roll does not ma- 
terially increase. About as many die and are dropped from the roll 
as are annually added toit, and the annual appropriations for pensions 
are not any larger now than they were six or eight years ago. 

I say, therefore, that $244,000,000 will cover all arrears if every pen- 
sion applicant gets his pension granted. 

Mr. ATKINS. That differs very widely from what the chairman 
{the Committee on Invalid Pensions estimated two years ago. He 
estimated that $15,000,000 would cover it all. Now you say it will 
take $244,000,000, 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, in reply to what has 
been said by the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. ATKINS, ] chairman 
if the Committee on Appropriations, that it will require no less than 
$70,000,000 to pay arrearagesof pensions only tosoldiers, and claiming 
the Commissioner of Pensions as authority for the statement, I ask 
the attention of the House for a few moments to a plain statement 
ffacts. I holdin my hand a very careful computation based on the 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions, which refutes utterly the 
fabulous estimate of the gentleman. The Commissioner states, on 
page 23 of his report, recently published, that there were pending, 
June 30, 1880, 233,066 original invalid claims. Multiplying this whole 
number by the average in each case allowed during the year 1880, 
namely, $733.59, the amount would be just $173,175,656.94. The Com- 
missioner states that there were also pending at the same time, June 
), lss0, 71,631 widows and other heirs’ claims. Now, multiply this 
gross number by the average amount allowed each of this class 
{ claimants during the year 1880, namely, $991.03, it amounts to 
$70,998,469.93, which, added to the amount for original invalid claims, 
makes a total of $244,164,126.87, for the whole 307,697 claims, or an 
average of $793.52, and this is admitting that every one of the 307,697 
aims are allowed, though a large number of these cases have been 
ady rejected and a large per cent. more will be if the past is any 
In his report of 1878 the Commissioner admits that 80,000 of 
‘hese very cases now counted have been “ rejected,” “settled,” or 
disposed of.” Besides this, thousands of claims tiled under the arrears 
aw were from widows who remarried within one or two years of the 
ieath of the soldier, and who would therefore be entitled to only one 
or two hundred dollars. Thus, unless we trust an excited imagination 
‘or our statistics, it is demonstrable that it will require not half nor 
ve-third of the real sam named by the gentleman to meet the require- 
uents of this law; and I desired to place these facts before the House 
t (his time, 

Mr. Chairman, I have been surprised ever since I have been a mem- 
bet of this House that when a pension claim comes up it is seldom 
Pposed on the ground that the particular claim before the House is 
—— Nobody 


















nu 


‘or fraudulent and should not therefore be allowed. 
has said that to-day in reference to this claim; but the argument of 
‘day, as the opposition generally, is based on the ground that it will 
yy ast amount of money out of the Treasury to pay these just 
. ‘ ong-deferred debts of the Government. Yes, it does take a vast 
» unt of treasure to pay the cost of that great and guilty rebellion. 
out Our Government stands so honored and so high to-day among the 
saat because it has recognized all its obligations to the very spirit 
a letter of its promise. It holds sacred its debt to the 
‘ enolder, Which is a just obligation, and its public credit is higher 
vate, at aa any ation onearth. Our public debt is a vast aggre- 
not to be nai 2 ckless repudiaters have dared to suggest that it is 
a € paid because it is so great. The people of this country are 
oY proud of their national financial honor. — 
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Now, if there is one debt more than another that is due not only in 
business honesty but in good faith and honor, it is the debt due to 
the brave men without whose heroic sacrifices we should to-day have 
no Congress of the United States, no national Treasury, No Nation. 

The attempt is being constantly made both in Congress and out of 
it to magnify and exaggerate the amount necessary to pay the pen- 
sions due the soldiers of the country. The vast amounts that will be 
required to carry these pensions for sixty years to come are paraded as 
the awful burden that the tax-payers of the present have to deal 
with. At our present rate of growth another half century will give 
us 140,000,000 of people and it is scarcely necessary for us to go so far 
into the future to meet trouble. 

Mr. Chairman, it is but fair that every pension claim, like every 
other claim coming before Congress, shall be investigated on its 
merits. If it is fraudulent or excessive, let it be rejected. If it 
is just, any plea of inability or pretext of delay is a dishonor to a 
great government like ours, whose good faith is more than her treas- 
ure. Year after year thousands of soldiers broken in health, or 
maimed, or needy, or suffering, await not the bounty, not the alms, 
but the honesty, the justice of the Government they served in the 
hour of its direst need, and year after year they are told that it will 
make too big asum to pay them. In the mean time powerful claim- 
ants receive their millions, and great corporations grow colossal by 
the gratuities of guilty legislation. The Government that neglects its 
needy soldiers adds infamy to peril and represses alike valor and 
patriotism. 

Mr. SPARKS. Iam glad that the claim now pending before the 
committee is one that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS} 
by all rule and all propriety can speak to as well as the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. UPDEGRAFF,] or the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. BricGs.] It chances to be a pension claim growing out 
of the war of 1812, and not outof the rebellion. It is eminently just 
that the relief sought in this bill should be granted. I take pleasure 
on all occasions in supporting claims like this. It is one which the 
Commissioner of Pensions cannot well act favorably upon, and that 
is the point to which I wish to direct my remarks. 

Wherever the Pension Office can under existing law pass upon these 
claims they ought, in my judgment, to remain there and abide its 
decisions and be kept out of this House. But wherever cases occur 
in which it cannot do so, then we ought in all meritorious cases to 
take them up and pass them, regardless of cost. This claim, as I 
have said, grows out of the war of 1812. The claimant is a very old 
lady, represented on this floor by the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. 
FRYE.] As the report presents it, it is a case like this. This woman 
was really the wife of this soldier for a half century, and yet tech- 
nically according to law was not his wife. The Commissioner of 
Pensions, as a matter of course, would first require proof of marriage. 
That could not be furnished in this case. And yet, as regards all the 
essential elements of a marriage so far as God’s law and the spirit of 
all just human laws are concerned, she was the wife of this man, 
and as such entitled not only to this pension but to all else due to a 
wife. Therefore, being a case the Commissioner of Pensions could 
not act upon and being meritorious, it is one which ought properly 
and justly to be acted upon here. 

But the trouble is that the great body of the cases that come here 
for relief come as appeals from the Pension Office. This does injus- 
tice to the executive administration, and especially to the Pension 
Office, and I think ought not to be encouraged. On the other hand, 
in my opinion all cases like this can find adequate relief only by spe- 
cial act of Congress, and hence legitimately belong here. 

Now, touching the question of cost of this arrears-of-pensions act, I 
had much todo with thatact. I reported and managed to get through 
the bill appropriating the money to pay those arrears. They were esti- 
mated at that time by the Commissioner of Pensions at $26,800,000, 
which was the appropriation made. That sum was to cover the 
arrears of pensions then due, together with an estimate for the com- 
ing fiscal year. Now, gentlemen speak of seven hundred or ten hun- 
dred millions of dollars incurred by the passage of this act. Mr. 
Chairman, these figures frighten men, and well they might, if correct ; 
but there is certainly no well-founded basis for them. I do not care 
what the Commissioner of Pensions may now say on the subject. 
He evidently has in his mind that the arrears act has prompted a 
number of persons to apply for pensions who never would have done 
so without the passage of this law, and bases some wild speculations 
upon that. Now, Ido not suppose that makes any difference. It cer- 
tainly gives no good foundation for these speculations as to the 
amount incurred on account of the passage of this act, if it be true. 
The rule forthe Commissioner to act upon is to grant pensions to worthy, 
meritorious parties; and only tosuch. Andif he will act critically 
up to that rule it will not cost the Government the sum which has 
been named or a tithe of the sum to pay them. But however that 
may be, Mr. Chairman, in my judgment, that arrears act was and is 
simply an act of justice and honesty to the soldier, whatever it may 
cost. 

Iam led to believe from my association with the Pension Office, 
and from such information as I have derived by consulting with the 
Commissioner and otherwise, that there are perhaps 15 per cent. or 
more of fraudulent claims allowed and now on the rolls on which 
pensions are regularly paid. Itis very difficult to detect and prevent 
these fraudulent claims by any means or system that can be devised. 
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Of course the Commissioner and every good man in the Republic 
ought to exert all efforts in the direction of preventing them. Every 
good soldier feels himself degraded if made to stand on a level with 
a common cheat who is getting a like pension with himself through 
fraud and villainy. But in our efforts to prevent fraud we must not 
neglect to do full and complete justice to the honest, meritorious 
soldiers, their widows and orphans, even though the sum of money 
required for that purpose strikes us as a 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the bill be 
House with a favorable recommendat 

The motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. BRIGHT. As there are a number of cases reported to the 
House from the Committee of the Whole at its former sittings, with 
a view of disposing of them together with the business acted on by 
the Committee of the Whole to-day, I move that the « ommittee do 
now rise. 

Mr. BLAND. I hope the gentleman from Tennessee before mak- 
ing that motion will yield to me that I may ask consent for the con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 1133, which is upon the Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to taking up the bill 
cated by the gentleman from Missouri 

There was no objection 


HAYN 


Mr. BLAND. I ask the Clerk to read 
The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. No.1 ) granting a pension to Micha 
Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws,the name of Michael Hayne lor on board of 


the United States ship Brandywine 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 

Mr. BLAND. The report is by the Committee on Pensions of the 
Senate, and is favorable to the application. Lask that the reading oi 
the report be dispensed with 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BLAND. I move that the bill be laid ; le to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [ Mr. BRIGHT, ] that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. HOOKER. Idesire to make a single remark. Isuggest tothe 
gentleman from Tennessee that if the committee does not sit longer 
we will never get through the Private Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest to the gentleman from 
Mississippi that it is in the power of the committee to vote down the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee if it is so disposed. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It was in the interest of facilitating business that 
I moved the committee should rise. So far asl am concerned, I have 
no objection to the committee sitting as long as it chooses. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman withdraw his motion ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do for the present. 

Mr. KELLEY. Would it be in order to ask the committee in a very 
peculiar case to lay aside for favorable report the Senate bill granting 
a pension to the widow of Rear-Admiral Paulding ? 

The CHAIRMAN. That can only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iask unanimous consent that this be done, in view 
of the peculiar circumstances of the case. 

Mr. HOSTETLER. I object to this irregularity. There are cases 
of merit all around. Let the Calendar be proceeded with in its reg- 
ular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next 


SOPHIA A. MELSON 


1 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
4255) granting a pension to Sophia A. Melson, introduced by Mr. 
» 7 i . 
HENRY, and reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions by 

Mr. COFFROTH. 

The bill was read, as 

Be it enacted, d That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Sophia A. Melson, 
mother of Minos J. Melson, late private of Company FE, First Regiment Delaware 
Volunteers, and to pay her a pension at the rate of 88 per month from the date of 
the death of her son, the said Minos J. Melsor 


The report was read, as follows 


is referred the bill (H. R. No. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom v 


4255) granting a pension to Sophia A. Melson, mother of Minos J. Melson, late a | 


private in Company E, First Regiment of Delaware Volunteers, have had the case 
under consideration, and respectfully submit the t}ollowing report 

The records of the Adjutant-General's Office disclose that the deceased soldier 
was enlisted on the 4th day of October, 1861, at Georget 1 the State of Dela- 
ware, in Company F, First Regiment of Delaware Voli , toserve three years 
or during the war, and that he died of wounds receives s battle of Antietam 
on the 17th day of September, 1862, having lived only about ten hours after being 
wounded 

Tho claim of his widowed mother for a pension in consequence of his death has 
been pending before the Commissioner of Pensions for a number of years, and has 
been finally rejected on the ground that the deceased did not, while living, con- 
tribute to her support. As to this, there is competent proof that the deceased was 
bound to service for a term of years prior to his enlistment, and consequently could 
not, during that time, contribute to the support of his mother; that when that 
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vice ended he did promise to provide & home for her, and enter 
a view to supporting her out of his wages, but that he w ort 
Antietam before he became able to furnish any material . 
rhe committee further find from the evidence in the « ase thatt 
eeble, old, and very poor, unable to earn a living for herself ar iy 


s . ; i ar 
to provide for her. They therefore 


18 morta) 


report back the bill, and rex 


Mr. COFFROTH. Imovethat this bill } 
favorably to the House. 
he motion was agreed to. 


JACOB GELWICKS 


The next business on the Private Calendar was 
205) granting 


and reported 


a pension to Jacob Gelwicks. introdu 
from the Committee on In 


| FROTH., 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, dc Phat the Secretary of th 
ized and directed to place on t pension-r 


| tions of the pension laws, the name of Jacob Gel 


Regiment Missouri Militia 


‘he report was read, as follows: 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, to who 
anting a pension to Jacob Gelwicks, serving in 
tate Militia, having had the same under considera 
That Jacob Gelwicks made application for a pension Sx 
260604, on account of disability trom wound of left leg received at 
\ugust 1, 1862, at which date he was employed as cook for Com 
enth Missouri State Militia. The camp was surrounded by co 
a musket and was wounded in the fight. David R. Downing 
reputable citizens of Knox County, Missouri, testify that they y 
Company L aforesaid; that they gave ammunition to said Gelw 
tight; saw him load his gun, and that he was wounded in that batt 
Surgeon I. M. McKin testifies that he was contract 
detachment of Union forces, comprising several companit 
Militia, during the engagement that occurred August 1 
duty was called to attend Jacob Gelwicks, whom he found sufferi; 
gun-shot wounds inflicted in the leg and foot, which wounds y 
character as to wholly disqualify him from further use of his li 
The applicant is indorsed as a truthful man by William MeClint: 
S. Nixon, prominent citizens of Franklin County, Pennsylvania, ar 
the wounds have never healed, causing running sores, discharginy 
time. Being a miller by trade he was totally unfitted to follow hi 
on account of said wound is able to do only light work when sitting 
The committee, believing that this claim is just, report back t 
recommendation that it be passed 


assistance ¢ 


Mr. WARNER. AsI understand from the report, this case 


. 
one of an enlisted soldier whose claims come within the 


the general law; but is one of those cases which must come t 


gress for relief, if relief is had; and, as I have before said, 
ment it is only this class of cases that should come her 
agree with my friend from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] a1 
from Illinois [Mr. Sparks] in that respect. 

While on the floor, however, I desire to refer to state: 


yy» 


here to-day as to the probable cost of pensions arising u 
arrearages act and in consequence of that act. I think the 


of the Commissioner of Pensions has been misunderstood. 


stand him to estimate that the cost for arrearages arising out 


Ger 


act will be $245,000,000, or at most $250,000,000 ; that is, the first 


ment for arrears accruing at the time the pensions under that act 


granted will probably amount to this sum. He then addstot 
annual payments afterward to be made, and I doubt not assun 


many of the applications that have been made ars n 


quence of the arrearagesact. But in making up the sum of 5500, 


or $700,000,000, as stated by the gentleman from Tennessee, | Mr 


4 
a 


KINS, ]the Commissioner of Pensions of course includes the annual pa 


ments to be made after the pensions are granted. How far the Commis 


sioner is justified in assuming that the large increase in the! 


of new claims filed is in consequence of arrearages allowed u 


act of 1878 may perhaps be inferred from the fact that the! 


of claims filed has increased from less than 17,000 i 
140,000 in 1880, 


. * . . Fa] 4 } 
served as it was by the patriotism and the sacrificesot th 


ment against false and fraudulent claims. 

Now, to what extent claims without merit or false a 
are presented and sustained is a question constantly prese 
minds of gentlemen who desire both to do justice 
claimants and at the same time protect the Government. | 
| missioner of Pensions, I understand, estimates that 10 or | 
of pension claims are fraudulent, or at least not deserving 


1 


tion as that of fraudulent and undeserving claims. 
| 


| service in the line of duty. si 
We must come down to the only true grounds on which 
| pensions can be sustained, and that is compensation for at 





constitute a debt, and that all the people of this country, ! 
south, who in the future are to reap the benefits of this Ur 


il 


Nevertheless, I agree with my colleague [Mr. UrpEGRafr! 
far as these claims are meritorious and Just there should be! 
tion about their payment; and I must say for gentlemen on t 
of the House, whether from the North or the South, that I have 
yet heard an objection raised against the allowance of any 
meritorious pensionclaim. All recognize the fact that these pens! 


rt} 
oru 


1 


diers, must discharge that debt in accordance with the contrat 
on the other hand, all are alike concerned in protecting tht 


{ 


i 


| 


on 


t 


r 


( 
+1) 
bu 


ai 


n 1878 to 


) 


eve 


that there areas many as that; I doubt not thereis aa a prop" 
6 Kn 


| in almost every community there are those drawing “permeney 
the people believe never sustained any disability whatevt 








1. 





18 


‘lity incurred ers : ; 
a is a gentleman on this side of the House who will ever question 


here 1 sad : . 
— ‘im of that kind. Meritorious claims have never been questioned; 
ache 


they have no t di : | 
. shose Who have suffered actual disability, in my judgment, the 
,mount for pensions will fall far within the estimate of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions. ee 

ir FISHER. I move that this bi 
favorably to the House. 


The motion was agreed to. 


ve laid aside to be reported 


JAMES POLK KEGERRIES. 
next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
j or the increase of pension of James Polk Kegerries, introduced 
hy Mr. FISHER, and reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
hy Mr. COFFROTH. 
‘The bill was read, as follows: 


Dy sp f c.. That the pension of James Polk Kegerries, late a private in 
! ’ } 


enacte 


rhe 
fo 


nt he is now pensioned under certificate numbered 47237. 
cer 2. That this act shall take effect from and after the 4th day of June, 1874. 


The report was read, as follows: 


«Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
») oranting an increase of pension to James Polk Kegerries, late a private in 
many B, Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, having had the same under 
nsideration, respectfully submit the following report: : 
Claimant was wounded in front of Petersburgh, Virginia, while in line of his 

ty on the 17th June, 1864. 

irst. Gunshot wound of right arm; fracture of humerus at upper third, requir- 
no resection of five inches of the bone; a number of adherent cicatrices; arm 
chortened three inches and atrophy of muscles; elbow flexed and partially anchy- 


} 








ation, passing transversely to right, emerging two and a half inches 





t been questioned to-day. Andif we limitthe pension-roll | 


mnany B, Second Pennsylvania (One hundred and twelfth Pennsylvania Volun. | 
.) Heavy Artillery, shall be $24 per month, instead of $18 per month, at which | 


Second. Gunshot wound of throat; ball entered one inch above the sternoclavic- | 








| had directed him to report sundry bi 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 1233 
vines lee eer atet RGN terete nreeeeetatteernnrerccnsnmenmatetente 


in the service in line of duty. I do not believe that | 


Mr. BRIGHT. I would like to accommodate the gentleman if I 
could; but I cannot yield to him without being equally obligated to 
yield to others. I must insist upon my motion. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—aves 75. 
noes 21. 

No further count being called for, the motion was agreed to 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. HATCH reported that the Committee of the Whole had 
had under consideration the business on the Private Calendar, and 
lls to the House with the vari 
ous recommendations. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. BurcH, its Secretary, announced 
that the Senate insisted on its amendments, disagreed to by the 
House, to the bill (H. R. No. 6969) making appropriations for the 


| naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other 


purposes, asked a conference with the House on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, and had appointed as conferees on the part 
of the Senate Mr. Wrinpom, Mr. Davis of West Virginia, and Mr. 
WITHERS. 

The message also announced that the Senate insisted on its 


| amendments, disagreed to by the House, to the bill (H. R. No. 6730) 


making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 


| various Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1852, and for other 


purposes, asked a conference with the House on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, and had appointed as conferees on the part 


| of the Senate Mr. WaLuace, Mr. Beck, and Mr. Wrnpom. 


tofentrance. The surgeon says, in an extract, of this remarkable case: 
SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE 
“Army Medical Museu 
tograph No. 289. A case of recovery after excision of the humerus for gun. | 


shot injury, involving the trachea, clavicle, and shoulder-joint. 


James P. Kegerries, a private of Battery B, Second Pennsylvania Heavy Ar- | 
vy. aged nineteen years, a robust, healthy man, was wounded at the battle in | 


front of Petersburgh, Virginia, June 17, 1864, by a conoidal ball, which entered 
three-fourths of an inch below the thysoid cartilage, just to the left of the trachea; 
passed a little downwards and to the right under the jugular vein, carrying away 
one of the wings of the trachea, and emerging half an inch above the clavicle three 
hes from point of entrance ; was deflected in its course by hitting the butt of 
the musket, and again entered in front of the right clavicle two inches from the 
acromial end, passing through the surgical neck of the humerus, and emerging 
near the center of the deltoid muscle. He was taken to the field hospital, and 
irked for an amputation on the following day, but, tearing off the label, he crawled 

y among the “ slightly wounded,”’ and was sent to City Point, where the wound 
first dressed three days after the reception, at which time it was found to be 
ed with vermin; several pieces of bone were extracted. Air passed through 

wound in the trachea, and he spat up considerable blood. This wound, how- 

r ever, did well, and healed in about four weeks. In July, 1264, he was admitted to 














third division hospital, Alexandria, Virginia, where a number of spicule of | 


were removed. On January 17, 1865, Surgeon Edwin Bentley, United States 
Volunteers, excised the head and three inches of the shaft of the right humerus 

igh an incision five inches in length from acromion through the deltoid muscle. 
Several abscesses formed in the arm, and one on the side two inches below the 
axilla, and on the posterior boundary of the space, all of which healed readily. He 
was discharged the service May 29, 1865, the wound of exit being stillopen. He 
states that about one year afterward nine fistulous openings discharged, the arm 
trom shoulder to elbow becoming greatly enlarged, and his general health failing 
rapidly. On December 17, 1867, a sequestrum six inches long was removed by en- 
larging the orifice through which it pointed. The incision extended from the 








re 





pointof resection to the elbow, the patient being under the influence of nitrous | 


Ss } 


oxide gas, The excised head with a sequestrum of the shaft is numbered 5711, Sec- 
et! tion I, Army Medical Museum. The specimen and the particulars of the case were 
, contributed by H. W. Sawtelle, M. D. 


a Photographed at the Army Medical Musuem by order of the Surgeon-General. | 


“GEORGE A. OTIS, 
“ Assistant Sura mn, U. S. A., Curator A. M. M.” 
_ this soldier has been receiving a pension of $18 per month, and on the 15th of 
vanuary, 1878, made application for increase of — on account of increase of 
‘sability from said wounds, rendering him unable to perform manual labor, asking 







di tora pension of the second grade. Claim was rejected February 20, 1878, on account | 
: f right arm not being amputated at or above the elbow. But the fact that the 


lire bone has been severed from the arm from the elbow-joint to the shoulder- 

int renders this arm totally useless. 

ns Viaimant, suffering from constant and severe neuralgic pains in arm and shoulder 
and Hosen BE disability and failing health, asks that a pension of the second grade 
ve allowed, 


The committee recommend the passage of the bill 


_Mr. FISHER. I move that this bill be laid aside to be reported 
favorably to the House. 
he motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

7 BRIGHT. I now renew my motion that the committee rise. 

_ HAY ES. That is right. 
see fy NGLETON, of Illinois. I ask the gentleman from Tennes- 
es BRIGHT] to withdraw his motion for a moment. 

‘Ir, BRIGHT. I will state to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


or Gena cen an a @ ‘ . 

nat oer aa that I understand there are three weeks’ business of the 
- ie of the Whole on the Private Calendar unacted upon in 
ie +. vouse. It is necessary that that business be worked off so that 


3, aay go to the Senate. Under the circumstances, I cannot with- 
“aw ny motion. 


a ,, Mir. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I have a little bill of about three 
“nes I desire to have acted upon now. 


XI——78 





The message further announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment joint resolution and bill of the following titles : 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 338) to provide for publishing an edition 
of Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado; and 

An act (H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring 
of the National Museum. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed a bill of 
the following title ; in which the concurrence of the House was re- 
quested : 

A bill (S.No. 2131) appropriating money to be used under the direc- 
tion of the Navy Department to prosecute a search for the steamer 
Jeannette, of the arctic exploring expedition 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first lay before the House the bills 
heretofore reported from the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. If there be no objection, the Clerk will now report the 
first bill reported from the Committee of the Whole with amend- 
ments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

House bill No. 3477, for the relief of Carlile Boyd 

Mr. WELLBORN. Mr. Speaker, there are some bills in advance of 
that. 

TheSPEAKER. Instrict conformity to the rules, these bills should 
be taken up in the order in which they were reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole; but it has been the practice to consider first 
those reported with amendments, and afterward those reported with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. UPSON. I insist that these bills shall be taken up in their 
order as reported from the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER, That course will be pursued. 

JOSEPH CLYMER. 

The first bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last, being the bill (H. R 
No. 2705) for the relief of Joseph Clymer, of Texas, was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. WELLBORN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MRS. MARTHA BRIDGES. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last, being the bill (H. R. 
No. 4434) for the relief of Mrs. Martha Bridges, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was acogyrev read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
WILLIAM E. GERE. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last, being the bill (H. R 
No. 4436) for the relief of William E. Gere, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

PIERRE JOSEPH MAIS. 
The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 








=... 


Private Calendar on the 14th of January last, being the bill (H. R. 
No. 4437) for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Pierre 
Joseph Mais, was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GUNTER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

WILLIAM REDUS. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last, being the bill (H. R. 
No. 4438) for the relief of William Redus, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. UPSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DAVID W. STOCKSTILL. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last, being the bill (H. R. 
No. 554) for the relief of David W. Stockstill, was ordered to b» en- 
grossed for a third reading, was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. , 

Mr. FISHER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JAMES E. MONTELL. 


The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last, being the bill (H. R. 
No. 2244) for the relief of James E. Montell, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CARLILE BOYD. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last was the bill (H. R. No. 
3477) for the relief of Carlile Boyd. 

The amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole was 
concurred in, the bill, as amended, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MARTIN L. BUNDY. 


The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last was the bill (H.R. No. 
3273) for the relief of Martin L. Bundy. 

The amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole was 
concurred in, the bill, as amended, ordered to be engrossed fora 
third read ng, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HARMER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

HENRY WARREN. 


Phe next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar on the 14th of January last was the bill (H. R. No. 
1047) for the relief of Henry Warren. 


The SPEAKER. This bill has been reported from the Committee 
of the Whole with a recommendation that it be laid on the table. 

The bill was laid on the table. 

TITLE TO AN ISLAND. 

rhe next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 
vate Calendar on the 14th of January last was the bill (H. R. No. 
936) relinquishing the right of the United States to an island therein 
named. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering this bill to be en- 
grossed and read the third time. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the attention of the 
House to this matter. The island to which this bill refers is in the 
Mississippi River, and is overflowed at various seasons of the year. It 
belongs to that class of public lands granted by the United States to 
the several States under the swamp and overtlowed land act. This 
island was transferred by the State of Illinois to the county of Ran- 
dolph, in my district, under and by authority of the act of Congress 
to which I have referred. This bill is brought forward in the inter- 
est, as I understand, of some citizens of the State of Missouri, and it 
provides, I believe, in terms that the United States shall relinquish 
all claim to the island. In other words, it is assumed that the Govern- 
ment of the United States has title to this property, when, in fact, 
all title to it has long since been granted away. With the view of 
strengthening in some way, directly or indirectly, the alleged title 
of the present occupant the passage of this bill is sought. 

Now, I protest most earnestly against this legislation. The island, 
as I have intimated, belongs, under an act of Congress, made effective 
by the Legislature and Governor of the State of Illinois, to the county 
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of Randolph, in that State; and the Congress of the Uni 

has no right to come in now and attempt, either by direction or ind} 
rection, to grant that which it does not possess. ‘ By the pass; aa. 
this bill the title to this island will be affected only to the exten . 
casting a cloud upon it. I have not the authorities at hand at this 
moment, or I would be able in a few minutes to show that this poo 
erty has been granted away under existing law. And therefore Me 
Speaker, I move, if I may be allowed to do so, that this bil] he eit 
over until next Friday, so that I may be able to present to this H. aa 
a full exposition of the facts in the case. I feel confident Saeac 
will be doing an unjust act by the passage of this bill. io se 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent that ¢) 
bill be laid over until next Friday. “ar 

Mr. CLARDY. Mr. Speaker, I do not know that I shall interpose 
any objection to the request of the gentleman from Illinois, and if I 
consent to the postponement of this bill, I presume it is unnecessar 
to reply to the speech he has made. I will say, however, that it hss 
been determined by the Commissioner of the General Land Office and 
by actual survey that this island is west of the main channel of +] ; 
Mississippi River and, therefore, located in the State of Missouri. Tf 
that be true, then the Government of the United States never under. 
took to convey this island to the county of Randolph, in the State o 
Illinois. At most, it could only be urged that this legislation would he 
a work of supererogation, because the Supreme Court of the United 
States has in divers cases, and particularly in the case of Jones 
Soulard, which arose in the city of Saint Louis, determined that pro- 
prietorship, when bounded by a navigable stream above tide-wate; 
extends to the middle of the main channel. 

The gentleman seems to insinuate that there is an effort on the part 
of the claimant here to procure the passage of this bill without sufi. 
cient examination of it. I say to him that this question hag been 
passed upon by at least two committees of this House, and I say fur- 
ther to him that the riparian proprietors on the I1linois side have con- 
veyed all their supposed title to the present claimant, Mr. John R. 
Boas. 

I say further to the House that we seek this legislation because the 
Government of the United States has through its officials, the engi- 
neer corps, taken charge of the island and converted the property of 
an individual toitsown use. It has had such occupation of the island 
as to create at least a sort of color of title and prevent the alienation 
of it on the part of the real owner, Mr. Boas. 

But, as Isaid before, I have no disposition to insist upon the present 
passage of this bill, and am willing that the gentleman from Illinois 
may take his time, so that he does not delay too long, to procure any 
testimony, if any he can find, why this bill should not be passed. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent, the bill will go over until 
next Friday. 

Mr. THOMAS. I thank the gentleman for his courtesy, and I think 
I will be able by next Friday to show that this bill ought not to be 


es 


ted States 


passed. 
There was no objection, and the bill was laid over. 
MARK WALKER. 


The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole House 
the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 249) for the relief of 
Mark Walker. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I move tosubstitute Senate bill No. 2, a bill which 
has passed the Senate unanimously, and is in exactly the same words 
and language as this bill reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar with the recommendation that it do 

ass. 
Mr. McMILLIN. What is the purport of the proposition? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania makes a te- 
quest requiring unanimous consent. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But what is it in reference to? ns 

Mr. O'NEILL. The pending bill is the one discussed last Friday 
in the Committee of the Whole House, and was reported to the House. 
I ask the Senate bill passed last February, one year ago, shall be su)- 
stituted for the House bill. ; ; 

Mr. WILSON. Both bills being of precisely the same import 

Mr. McMILLIN. What is the import of it? ; ade 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania states tha 
the Senate bill and the House bill are exactly in the same worcs. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Yes, sir; from beginning to end. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the Senate bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 








That the provisions of law regulating appointments in the Army are 5 
suspended for the prrpose of this act, and only so far as they affect Mat kwe 
late first lieutenant Nineteenth United States Infantry; and the F resident in 
he so desire, in the exercise of his own discretion and judgment, nominate an 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint said Mark W alke 
first lieutenant Nineteenth United States Infantry, to the same grade and r se 
first lieutenant held by him on May 13, 1878; and that the said Walker sha! tt 


upon be placed upon the retired list of the Army, provided the same shall be 
ommended by the retiring board. 








at 
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The SPEAKER. Is there objection to taking up and passing “ 
Senate bill instead of the House bill? : , va of the 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, this provides for an increase , ‘act 
retired list which I think ought not to be done. Therefore T obje . 
The House may agree to do it, but it cannot do it by unanimous co! 
sent. 














The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the question is on the en- 
rossment and third reading of the Honse bill. ; 
rhe bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
sng engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the passage of the bill. 
The House divided ; and there were—ayes 1, noes 19. 
So (no further count being demanded) the bill was passed. 
Mr. O'NEILL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
eed: and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


passeu 


I 


- 


table. . 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


FANNY S. CONWAY. 


The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole with a 
éavorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 1583) for the relief 
of Mrs. Fanny 8S. Conway, of Louisville, Kentucky. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask to postpone the consideration of 
hig bill until next Friday. 1am satisfied the amount is incorrect. 
“TheSPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent. Is there objec- 
HOT ? 


"Phere was no objection, and the bill was passed over. 


MRS. ELIZABETH P. PAGE, 


The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
private Calendar with a favorable recommendation was the bill (H. 
R, No. 1902) for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth P. Page. 

Mr, GOODE rose. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, I move to recommit that bill 

Mr.GOODE. I have charge of the bill, and I rose to make a motion 
in reference to it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is bound by parliamentary practice to 
recognize the gentleman in charge of the bill. 

Mr. CONGER. But the Chair had already recognized me to make 
, motion to recommit the bill with instructions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair retraces his recognition, then. Under 
parliamentary law the gentleman will recognize the fact that the 
Chair should recognize the gentleman from Virginia in charge of the 
Bll. 

Mr. CONGER. This comes here reported back from the Committee 

{the Whole House. I donot know who had any special charge of it. 

The SPEAKER. Well, the Chair knows who had charge of it. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Virginia, because the Chair 
was present during @ portion of the debate on this bill. 

Mr. CONGER. But the Chair will remember that I took some 

harge of this bill myself in Committee of the Whole, [laughter, ] if 
that gives any right in the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the uniform practice is to allow 
the gentleman having charge of a bill to be recognized to make a 

otion until the House shall reverse his motion; then it passes to the 
sther side, of course. 

Mr.GOODE. Mr. Speaker, I think I can relieve the gentleman 
irom Michigan if he hears me for a moment. 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman will yield to me'to make a mo- 





Mr.GOODE. Iintend to make a motion myself in reference to this 

J. Since the discussion in Committee of the Whole on last Friday 
[have received a letter from the widow of Captain H. N. Page, in 

hich she instructs me imperatively 

Mr. CONGER. I object to any diseussion. 
I think I have a right to it-—— 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Virginia will make a mo- 
tion, the Chair will recognize him in his own right. 

Mr.GOODE. Then I make a motion to indefinitely postpone the 
onsideration of the bill. I wish to withdraw the bill, and I want 
‘0 accompany it with a few words of explanation. 

Mr. CONGER. I object to any remarks. 

Mr. GOODE. Then I move to recommit the bill to the committee. 
Un that I believe I have a right to be heard. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, since the discussion of this bill on last Friday I 
‘ave received a letter from the widow of Captain Page, in which she 
ustructs me peremptorily to withdraw her petition. If I felt at lib- 
*rty to consult my own feelings or be guided by my own judgment in 
“us matter I would without hesitation press this bill to a final vote 

his House, because I believe her claim to be a perfectly valid one, 
id the Government is bound to recognize it by every consideration 
of justice and fair dealing. But I feel constrained, as I have stated, 
‘0 obey the instructions I have received from this petitioner. The 
ouse Will readily understand and fully appreciate the motives which 

“ve unpelled her to this step. Her feelings have been so wounded 

the fleree assault made upon the memory of her dead husband that 

18 no longer willing to furnish any pretext for a renewal of that 
a Her petition would never have been presented here if she 
ina thet tat have foreseen the result. She had not the remotest 
of : sont doit rem presentation of an humble petition for payment 
pretext for »t by this Government would be seized upon and made a 
the emai —_ and violent attack upon the cherished memory of 
acter - te dead or harsh and uncharitable comments upon the char- 
forever and on people. She prefers to relinquish that claim 
and ca : a low the Government to hold in its coffers money fairly 
orably earned by her husband rather than afford any excuse 





If I have the floor, as 


and 


she 


assault, 
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for an attack upon his good name, which she holds more precious 
than money or even life itself. 

Now, sir, with the permission of the House, I want to make asingle 
remark with reference to myself. Since the debate of last Friday it 
has been charged by republican newspapers throughout the country, 
and it was intimated in that debate upon the floor of this House, that 
my object in presenting this petition was insidiously to establish a 
precedent for the payment of sonthern war claims. 

I want to say to this House and the country that no charge could 
have been more unjust and more destitute of any foundation what 
ever. I presented that petition because it was my representative 
duty to do so after it had been sent to me for presentation. I pre- 
sented it because I believed the country justly owed the amount of 
money named to the estate of Captain Page. I presented it because 
I believed section 3480 of the Revised Statutes to be clearly uncon- 
stitutional and void so far as claims of this character are concerned. 
I presented it because I utterly deny the power of the American Con- 
gress to pass any ex post facto law or bill of attainder. I presented it 
because I did not suppose that a single representative of the Amer- 
ican people could be found who would be willing to withhold from 
this lady money honestly earned by her husband in the service of his 
country, especially as by that service he had illustrated American 
prowess and shed additional luster on the American name. 

A MemBer. This is not a southern war claim. 

Mr. GOODE. No; as my friend suggests, this is not a southern war 
claim in any sense. I want to say, since I have occupied a seat on 
this floor I have never advocated the payment of a southern war 
claim, properly so called. [advocated a bill toreimburse the College 
of William and Mary for the destruction of its buildings by Federal 
troops during the war. I advocated a bill to compensate the trustees 
of the Protestant Episcopal Seminary in Virginia for the use and oc- 
cupation of their buildings for hospital purposes during the war ; and 
I am willing to submit it to the candid judgment of all fair-minded 
men that these two bills could not by any proper construction be 
placed in the category of southern war claims. Why? Because 
among all civilized and Christian nations, from time immemorial, 
works of art, temples of religion, public edifices dedicated to science 
and learning, have been held too sacred to be subjected to the casual- 
ties of war. This custom, so honorable to humanity, so responsive 
to the higher instincts of our nature, has been so long recognized that 
it has almost acquired the force of positive law. 

I have never advocated the payment of any claim which could 
properly be called a rebel war claim. I will only repeat on that sub- 
ject what I have said more than once on this floor, and then dismiss 
this case so farasIam concerned. I want to repeat what I have said 
more than once, and I want the House and the country to hear it: 
The people of the South never did expect and do not now expect that 
losses incurred by individuals as necessary incidents of the war will 
ever be reimbursed to them. They went into that war with their 
eyes wide open, with a fall knowledge of all the consequences of 
failure. They staked everything they had upon the issue of the 
gigantic struggle. They lost, and they are prepared manfully to ac- 
cept it as the fate of war. Such is the universal sentiment among 
the southern people, so far as I understand it. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, in view of this declaration, which I make 
with a full sense of the responsibility resting upon me, I trust that 
our northern fellow-citizens of all political parties will dismiss their 
apprehensions on this much-mooted question, and that they will not 
permit this “ gorgon, hydra, chimera dire ” of rebel war claims to dis- 
turb any longer their dreams or their waking thoughts. I move the 
previous question. I will withdraw the bill if I am allowed to 
do 80. 

Mr. CONGER. I object to withdrawal. 
motion to recommit. 

Mr. Speaker, I have nothing to reply to the remarks of the fen- 
tleman from Virginia if he says that he never has in this House pre- 
sented or advocated the payment of war losses or war claims so called, 
with this statement that he excepts from that, because he does not 
consider them war claims, two cases he has advocated here, one of 
them the William and Mary College claim which we all remember, 
which the country remembers, which was thundered through this 
land from north to south exciting apprehension and fear in every 
hamlet in the North of the consequence of passing such a law, and 
exciting hope and expectation in the hearts of ten thousand men in 
the South who had war claimsin which they were interested. I say 
I have nothing to say in reply to the remark of the gentleman from 
Virginia that he has never advocated war claims. Of course we look 
upon the name of these war claims and war losses differently, and I 
give the gentleman the full credit for his avowal upon that subject 
according to his own construction. 

But, sir, when the gentleman stands there as the representative 
and mouth-piece of all southern Representatives on the floor, when 
he assumes to rise in his place and claims to speak for all southern 
men here and all through the South, and says that they do not now 
press, and they never have pressed, war claims properly so called— 
that they have not done so in every possible combination of language 
and words, by bills and memorials and petitions, that the human 
mind can conceive—the gentleman must allow me to question whether 
he does represent the people of the South, whether he does represent 
other Representatives of the South on this floor, whether he does rep- 
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resent the millions of people of the South interested in the passage 
of warclaims. If it can be possible that that is a true representa- 
tion of southern feeling, of the feeling of southern Representatives 
and the southern people, then, sir, I call upon him and his colleagues 
of the South to march down to the room of the Committee on War 
Claims, to gather carts, express-wagons, and wheelbarrows and all 
the means of transportation 

Mr. GOODE. If the gentleman will allow me—— 

Mr. CONGER. I decline to be interrupted now. And I call upon 
them to bring laborers, porters, broad-shouldered men, there that can 
bear great burdens and bring out of the Committee on War Claims 
the thousands and tens of thousands of papers filed there awaiting the 
action of this House, begging 

Mr. ATHERTON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him one 
question ? 

Mr. CONGER. I will not allow it. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Then do not make any misstatements 

Mr. CONGER. Well, that is kindly advice and undoubtedly well 
meant. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. ATHERTON. It is true, every word of it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER]de- 
clines to be interrupted. 

Mr. CONGER. I say that the time has come, if these statements 
are correct, and if the gentleman does speak for the whole South, 
that the wagons and the carts and the wheelbarrows should be 
brought here, and this accumulation of petitions, memorials, bills, 
and affidavits, and proofs that now fill the pigeon-holes in the room 
of the Committee on War Claims should be taken away. Yes, sir, I 
would like to see the procession formed. [Laughter.] I would like 
to see the Representatives of the South who have presented petitions 
and memorials and bills favoring the passage of war claims and the 
payment of war losses take their bundles of papers and march with 
them away from that committee-room and away from the Capitol. 
And who would be left out of that grand and solemn procession ? 
[Laughter.] I can myself imagine the whole democratic side of this 
House in marching order, carrying back to their constituents the 
petitions and the memorials and the bills and the proofs, marching 
off to Long Bridge to the music of ‘‘ Carry me back to old Virginia, 
to old Virginia shore.” [Great laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the people of the United States have believed, 
all the people of the North without respect to party do believe and 
have believed, and in the elections of the past have acted as if they 
believed, that there were gathered petitions and memorials and proofs 
of claims representing nmaillions and millions and perhaps hundreds 
of millions of dollars; and that bills have been introduced asking 
the favorable action of Congress upon them. Sir, ‘‘ Goode’s Book of 
Nature” revealed a beautiful world, sky, and earth, and air, and flow- 
ers, and sea, and all the beautiful creations spread out before the 
reader. But Gooper’s proclamation here to-day, if it be believed, will 
relieve the hearts of millions of people in the Northern States from 
the fear of the future action of Congress, which has hung over them. 
for years, and which I fear will not be dissipated by Goode’s beautiful 
picture of the yielding and the submission of the southern men to the 
will of the people, as shown by the withdrawing of these claims. 

I want to dwell upon that a little. The exultant feelings of my 
fellow-members here to-day, if they can only think that my friend 
from Virginia does represent his brethren on that side of the House, 
and the ten thousand claim agents who have looked forward to the 
prospective thousands they would reap from the passage of those 
claims; their exultant feelings, if they could believe that he repre- 
sented the views of the southern people, could hardly be imagined. 

Now I do not question the sincerity of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. He is impulsive, he is generous; his feelings were so wrought 
up with the compulsion that was laid upon him to withdraw this 
favorite case forever from the consideration of Congress, that he was 
led to consider all other claims of such infinitely minor importance 
that he felt he could sweep them all away with one wave of his hand. 
Let that pass. 

Let it pass with this request, that every southern Representative 
here shall rise in his place and say that he too will never more pre- 
sent a war claim from the South, that he too will never advocate the 
payment of the war losses proper of the South. Sir, there would be 
a feeling of relief in the minds of the American people that they have 
hardly experienced since the close of the war, if all the southern 
Representatives here will assert, as the gentleman from Virginia has 
asserted, that by the consent of all the southern people all these 
claims shall be withdrawn once and forever from the consideration 
of Congress. 

Mr. BUCKNER. 
tion ? 

Mr. CONGER. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I just want to know 

Mr. CONGER. I might forget what I want tosay about the illus- 
trious leader of the gentleman who seeks to interrupt me just as lam 
coming to that. If the southern Representatives will only do that, 
there never will again be an occasion for that venerable man who, 
though going slowly and gradually down to his grave, has of late 
days been resurrected and held forth as a sound, well, vigorous, hale 
old man for the coming Presidential contest of 1884, the venerable 
Samuel J. Tilden—there never will be occasion for him, in the midst 








+ 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 


Not now. 





of his coming campaign, to again write that terrible letter which } 
once sent down to his brethren of the South regarding the ae 
of war claims, and which was received with clenched t poy ment 
frowning brow, and the silence of despair. Area 

More than republicans would be gratified to have each one of 4 
Representatives of the South rise in his place and say with melita 
hand, ‘I agree to the declaration of Representative Goons. 4 Vir. 
ginia, in regard to war claims.” We may long to see that exl bition 
but no other man will rise. Solitary and alone the gentleman : 
Virginia has made this assertion for the people of the South, a 
other man will stand by his side this day and repeat that assert 

Not even a democrat from the North, leaving out my iran fri 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. BraGG,] who has written his views une: 


upon t 


Iror 

















press of the country and sounded them forth to the ears of 4 tha. 
ful people, not even a democrat from the North will rise a1 eee 
that. I would be willing to give opportunity for any and all of the: 
to come forward and drop one parting tear over the grave of +). 
buried war claims if I thought one of them would. [Laughter 
The solitary mourner over that grave of one case alone is my fr. 
from Virginia. cae 
Now, sir, one word on the subject of recommittal, for I had | 
tended to talk about this otuer matter. The eloquence of the 
tleman from Virg!nia carried me away, as his eloquence frequent), 


does, to say things I had not intended otherwise to say. In rep 
him, and in reply to the beautiful commentary upon my condny 
paper published in his district, which uses strong terms that s 
my friends foolishly thought were not very complimentary to me. Jo: 
me say that if he will keep these bills away, if he and his friends wi)’ 
not thrust before us continually these bills for the payment of some 
of the war claims or claims resulting from the rebellion, we sha! 
as mild and peaceabie on this side of the House as it is possible { 
us to be. But he stirs up the commotion; he brings in a bill whi, 
stings the sentiment of Northern men; and when we rebuke hi { r 
it in a gentle, gentlemanly, kind, loving way, he turns round and de- 
He assails me for the remarks I made about Mr 


clares we are rude. 
Page when he became a traitor—not when he was a valiant sailor 
soldier of his country. 

I want this bill recommitted. I want the facts of history mad 
good. The gentleman from Virginia said the other day that he had 
made a mistake in the report which he stated he had prepared. Yet 
that statement is left in print. The gentleman says that althoug 
the report declares Captain Page to have gone into the confederate 
navy, he did not enter that navy, and the statement is a mistake. | 
am informed that he went into the Virginia navy after Virginia had 
seceded, Virginia having a navy of her own. I am informed that 
did enter that service—not the confederate service, because Virgini; 
then stood, perhaps, alone in her glory. I am informed that when 
Virginia turned over her navy and her army to the confederate g 
ernment, the confederate government did not recognize the worth a 
the services of Captain Page, and did not make him an officer int 
confederate navy. Iam informed that the then governor of Vir 


Au 














in a message, publicly noticed the slight passed upon the State of 
Virginia in refusing to recognize Captain Page, one of Virginia's on 
I 


officers in her own navy, and in declining to give him promotion. | 
vant to know whether these reports are true. I want to know what 
the facts are about these matters; and it is for this reason I have 
asked that the bill be recommitted, that the committee may report 
the facts in this case. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague [Mr. Burrows] the r 
mainder of my hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. GOODE] to move originally to postpone indefinitely. Sub- 
sequently he modified that to a motion for recommittal, and then de- 
manded the previous question, which the Chair recognized, but whici 
the gentleman from Virginia withdrew to enable the gentleman frou 
Michigan to address the House. If this be a correct understanding 
of the facts, the Chair does not recognize the gentleman from Mic! 
gan as entitled to a full hour. : 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from Virginia took his seat anc 
took the tloor. The Chair will remember I made the first motio! 
recommit. 

The SPEAKER. But the Chair also remembers that the gentiemau 
from Virginia had a right to control the bill under parliamentary 
practice. : 

Mr. CONGER. So long as he chose to exercise it. But lu 
seat, and I took the floor in my own right. - 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia withdrew 
demand for the previous question to enable the gentleman 1 
Michigan to speak. 

Mr. CONGER. That could not have been pending. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the gentleman from Vit: 
ginia who, on concluding his remarks, stated that he Se te 
previous question ; but he withdrew it in the interest of fair pay, 
allow the gentleman from Michigan to have the opportunity to MP: 

Mr. GOODE. The Chair is entirely correct in his statement. | 
simply withdrew the demand for the time being, to enable the g dl 
tleman from Michigan to make such reply as he deemed was ‘ nes 
for by my remarks. I did not intend to yield the floor for any oo 
purpose. The Speaker is correct in saying that I moved the prev?! 
question upon my motion. I insist upon the demand. 
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The SPEAKER. The House can vote down the demand for 


revious juestion if it is the desire of the majority to have 
pre ou 


debate 


Mr. CONGE R. 
The EAKE R. 
Mr. ( pak ER. 
+ [Laughter. ] 
. SPEAKER. 


Well, Mr. Speaker—[cries of “‘ Regular order!’’] 
The Chair will hear the gentleman from Michigan. 

It will not facilitate business to attempt to hurry 
The gentleman 


rhe eman trom Michigan will perceive at 
- vr, CC CONGER. The Chair will perceive at once ae without a re- 
gentleman from Virginia w ithdrew. The Chair will see at 
that when I had made the first motion and by courtesy per- 
-red the gentleman from Vi irginia to make the motion 
“he SP E AKE R. The Chair recognizes that the practice of the 
tTonse gave the gentleman fron 1 Virginia the right to control the bill 
ie CONGER. There was not a word said about withdrawing the 
evious question to hear what I wished tosay. Jt was withdrawn 
‘v1 1 took the floor. 
ve. BURROWS. Mr. Speaker—[cries of 
\fr, DAVIS, of North Carolina. I wish 
Did not the Chair rule the 
" ove d the pre vious questio1 
. SPEAKER. So far as the > recollect 
eman from Virginia, when this question came up, was on his 
nut the voice of the gentleman from Michigan was heard first 
»( Chair. The attention of the Chair being called, however, by 
entleman from Virginia to the fact that he had the ec ontrol of 
7 so long as the House might sustain him, the Chair recognized 
the exercise of thatright. The gentleman then submitted his 
n so as to make it recommittal instead of an indetinite post- 
nonement. He proceeded to address the House, and at the end of 
arks demanded the previous question ; but on the part of those 
he gentleman he withdrew the demand for the previous ques- 
order to allow the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. Concer] 
ke the floor to re ply. It was done in the interest, as the Chair 
joses, of fair discussion, so that each side might be heard. But 
e gentleman did not yie 1d t the hour to which he was entitled; nor 
he vield the control of the bill. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order!’}] The 
hair thinks that is a correct and truthfulstatement. But the House 
sits remedy. If the House wants to hear further debate on this 
subject, all the House has to do is by a majority vote to refuse the 
nd for the previous question. [Cries of “ Regular order!” } 
Mr. ( ONGER. I gain ed the by moving to recommit with in- 
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lar order !’’} 
a parliamentary 
an from Virginia 
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ion of the Chair goes, the 
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will entertain, but the 


AKER. That motion the Chair 
ist tirst be submitted to the 


mand for the previous question m1 
House. 
Mr. CONGER. Then I could not make the motion. 
The SPEAKER. That motion is allowed under the rules before or 
the demand for the previous question. The Chair, at the proper 
ll recognize that motion on the part of the gentleman from 


eo 


Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman to withdraw the demand for 
previous question, and allow my colleague to make some remarks, 
r. GOODE. Ihave given the gentleman from Michigan ample 
1ity to represent his well-known views on this subject. The 
object I hadin view in making this motion in obedience to the request 
of Mrs. Page was to withdraw this case from further discussion. I 
have done what fair-play required. I have given the gentleman an 
opportunity to be heard; and I insist the whole object I had in view 
vould be defeated by throwing wide open now the gates for bitter 
sectional discussion. We do not want it; we want to avoid it. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman insist on his demand for the 
re ious question ? 
Mr. GOODE, I do. 
rhe previous question was sex onde d and the main question ordered. 
Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by which the main ques- 
tion was ordered; and also move d that the motion to reconsider be 
d on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair now recognizes th 
tleman from Michigan. 
Mr. CONGER. I move the bi 
I ask to what committee is 
ginla to recommit it ? 
= GODS. To the Committee on Naval Affair 
- ATKINS. Lrise to a question of order. Theee is sO much con- 
fusion in the Hall that gentlemen cannot be heard. 
b ie ONGER. I hope the gentleman will inform me to what rule 
he refers ? 


The SPEAKER. 






ia 


é motion of the gen- 


th instructions. 
sntleman from Vir- 


ommitted w 


ll be re 
it } rthe ge 


pi oposes ad b 


To Rule XVII. 
Mr. CONGER. Where does the motion to recommit carry this? 
The SPEAKER. Tothe Committee on Naval Affairs, which previ- 
ously had charge of it. The motion is to recommit, and that is back 
to the committee from which the bill came before the House. 
Ir. CONGER. I move, then, it be recommitted with instructions 
0 report exactly the facts in the case, and if necessary to report any 
mi ane made. 
t.COX. rise to a question of order. 
to lay it upon the table? 


Would it be in order to 


move 









Mr. GOODE. I make that motion, to lay it upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the rule to be re ad. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair does not mean to cut me off while I am 
making my motion ? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair did not intend to cut the gentleman off, 
and will now hear the gentleman to make his motion. The rules 
allow that motion to be made after the previous question has been 
ordered. 

Mr. CONGER. But I was stating the motion which the Chair per- 
mitted me to make 

The SPEAKER. 
tleman off. 

The Clerk read 

It shall be 
have been 
to commit, wit 


motion to lay upon the t 


bill. 


The ¢ 


‘hair did not know he was cutting the gen 


as follows: 


in order, pending the motion for or after the previous question shall 
red on its passage, for the Speaker to entertain and submit a motior 
h or without instructions, to a standir and a 

able shall be in order on t ird reading of a 


ord 
ig or select committec 
he second and th 
Mr. GOODE. I move to lay the wh 
think that ought to be satisfactory. 

The SPE: AKER. The Chair desires to state that the main question 
red. Underthe rulesa motion to commit with or with- 
out instructions is in order before or after the previous question. <A 
motion to lay upon the table is alsoin order. The motion to lay meee 
the table has } precedence of the other motions under another rule 

Mr. COX. Th 

Mr. CONGER. 
to my motion t 
order!” } 
The SPEAKER. The gent! eman 
Mr. COX. The motion to lay 

The SPEAKER. The 
tion. 

Mr. COX. 

The SPI 


le subject upon the table. I 


has bee li ¢ rae 


1at carries everything with it. 
I wish now to be put aright on the record in re 
to recommit with instructions. 


ward 
[Cries of ‘ Regular 


is in order. 
upon the table cannot be interrupted. 
gentleman from Michigan is stating his mo- 


I want the rules observed. 


\AKER. They lI be observed. 


Mr. COX. I hope so. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope there will be no repetition of the charges of 
Snarleyow. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. COX. Ifthe gentleman from Michigan will only buy a liver 


pad I will be happy. 

Mr. CONGER. 
ience to myself. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan will state 
sition. [Cries of “ Vote!” “Vote!”] The gentleman 
state a proposition, which the Chair will entertain. 

Mr.CONGER. I had stated part of my proposition when the Chair 
interrupted me. I will repeat it again. My motion is to recommit, 
with instructions to the committee to report the actual facts in regard 
to the resignation of Captain Page; whether er not he joined the 
confederate navy; and also to report whether he joined the navy, 

called, of the State of Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not certain that he can follow the 
whole text of that motion in its exact verbiage. The gentleman had 
better put it in writing. 

Mr. CONGER. The reporter has the motion 
which I made it. My motion is to recommit, with instructions to the 
committee to report all the actual facts. To report whether he entered 
the confederate navy, and also whether he entered the so-called navy 
of Virginia after that State had seceded. 

Mr.CALDWELL. I move thatthe House do now adjourn. 

‘Oh, no!”’] 

The SPEAKER. 
on the table, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the 
laid on the table; and 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was a 


{ Laughter. ] 
I can wear the gentleman w 
[ Laughter. } 


thout any inconven- 
his propo- 
has asked to 


80 


in the exact form im 


[Cries 


rhe question will be taken on the motionjto lay 


vote by which the subject was 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 


creed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, announced 
that the Senate had passed a resolution in relation to the counting 
of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President, in which con- 
currence of the Honse of Representatives was requested. 

Mr. CALDWELL, I renew the motion that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 50, noes &8. 

Mr. CALDWELL. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordere d. 

Tellers on the yeas and nays were demandea. 

The House refused to order tellers. 

So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 


JOHN 8. CUNNINGHAM, 


The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 


bill AH. R. 


Private Calendar, with favorable recommendation, was the 
John S. Cunningham. 

Mr. Speaker, I move to take up and pass Senate 
286, which is substantially the same as the House bill. It 
ate Calendar of the House. 


No. 4605) for the relief of 
Mr. DAVIDSON. 
bill No. 


passed the Senate, and is now on the Priv 
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The SPEAKER. That will require unanimous consent 

There was no objection ; 

Mr. DAVIDSON. My impression is that the Senate bill is ide ntical 

rith the House bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Senate bill will be read. 

The bill was read, as follows 

Beit enacted, dc., That the proper accounting officer i 
ury be, and they are hereby, authorized and directed to place to the credit of John 
Scott Cunningham the sum of $1,284.19, being the amount embezzled by his late 
clerk while at the San Francisco Navy pay office. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. It is in substance the same as the House bill. 
The only difference, I believe, is in the substitution of the full mid- 
dle name for the initial in the House bill. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the question will be on the 
third reading of the Senate bill. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time, and being read the 
third time, was passed. 

The SPEAKER. The House bill will be laid upon the table. 

Mr. DAV IDSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motiou to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

LANGLEY B. CULLEY. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 3826) for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Langley B. Culley. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. TALBOTT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
tabhh. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ABSALOM KIRBY, UNITED STATES NAVY. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 4607) for the relief of Passed 
Assistant Engineer Absalom Kirby of - Navy. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly re¢ * the third time, and passed. 
GENERAL LOUIS P. DI CESNOLA. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private | Colona, with a favorable recommendation, was the bill 
(H,. R. No. 1359) for the relief of Louis P. Di Cesnola, late consul at 
Cepeus, 1 w vith an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 4 strike out the words “and directed ;’’ so that, if amended, it will read: 
Chat the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay,” &c. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The Dill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to sesoualder be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MARY W. JONES. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar with a favorable recommendation was the bill (H. 
R. No. 2572) granting a pension to Mary W. Jones. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was acc ordingly read the third time, and passed. 
SARAH [MARTHA] M. BIRDSALL. 

The next bill reported from the Committee ef the Whole was the 
bill (H. R. No. 5732) granting a pension to Sarah M. Birdsall. The 
bill was reported with an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment is to correct a clerical error in 
the name of the person towhom the pension is granted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time ; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed 

Mr. DIBRELL. I ask that the same amendment be made in the 
title as in the body of the bill. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. DIBRELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

BETSEY ELWELL. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole with a 
favorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 4608) granting a 
pension to Betsey Elwell. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 


v 


3 of the United States Treas- 





being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
Thedatter motion was agreed to. 


MICHAEL HAYNE, 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the W hole wit) 

favorable recommendation was the bill (S. Nos 1133) gray iti = win 

sion to Michael Hayne. = " 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time: and 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


ga pen 
it was a cord- 


SOPHIA A. MELSON, 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the W Vhol @ wit 
favorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No, 4257 rantine . 
pension to Sophia A. ae one 8 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third tim i as 

and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed 
al Sse 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HOUSE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. There are but two more bills reported fro; 
Committee of the Whole to be acted on. 

The motion that the House adjourn was not agreed to, 

JACOB GELWICKS. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole with 
favorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 205) granting = 
pension to Jacob Gelwicks. - 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: and hp. 
ing engrossed, it was according! y read the third time, and passed 

JAMES POLK KEGERREIS. 

The last bill reported from the Committee of the Whole with a fayor. 
able recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 203) granting an increase 
of pension to James Polk Kegerreis. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr. COFFROTH moved to reconsider the several votes by which 
pension bills were passed; and also moved that the motion to 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the bill (H. R. No. 69 


n the 


recon- 


, 


making ap 


propriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending Juno 3), 
852, and for other purposes, with amendments by the Senate, be 


Le 


taken from the Speaker’s table, and that the House insist o 
agreement to the amendments of the Senate non-concurred it 
House, and agree to the committee of conference asked by 
ate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints as the managers of the con- 
ference on the part of the House Mr. ATKINS of Tennessee, Mr. Coss 
of Indiana, and Mr. Hiscock of New York. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Mr. WELLS. I move that the bill (H. R. No. 6730) making ‘D r0 
pri: ations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian De 
partment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Ir diat 
tribes for the year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, be 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and that the House insist on its dis- 
agreement tothe Senate amendments non-concurred in by the House 
and agree to the committee of conference asked by the Senate 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair names as the conferees on the part of 
the House, Mr. WELLs of Missouri, Mr. SINGLETON of Mississippi, and 
Mr. HuBBELL of Michigan. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. COFFROTH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, r po orted 
that the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a joint 
resolution and bills of the following titles; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 146) to provide for printing and 
tributing the index of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD semi- ae publ 

A bill (S. No. 1573) to provide for the furnishing of certain pubii 
documents to soldiers’ homes; and 

A bill (S. No. 1805) relative to the revolutionary battle-field of Ben- 
nington. 











RELIEF OF JEANNETTE EXPEDITION. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House a message frou 
the President. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representat 


I herewi ith trar ismit a communication from the Secretary of the Navy ¥ 
erence to the dispate h of a vessel for the relief of the Jeannette pols ar exp 


1 favora 


and commend the recommendations of the Secretary to the prompt and fav 


an os ee RUTHERFORD B. HAY! 








EXECUTIVE MAnsIon, February 4, 1851 
’ ’ \ ons Poe 2 a 
The message was referred to the Committee on Naval Aila 
ordered to be printed. 


rs, and 


LEAVE TO PRINT. 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to have printed in the RECORD remarks on the interstate-commerce 
bill. [See Appendix. ] 
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fir, ACKLEN, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to have printed 
«the RECORD remarks on the bill (H. R. No. 6094) in relation to cus- 
“aa [See Appendix. } 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
nanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. But- 
ru until next Wednesday, on account of important business. 
NICARAGUA CLAIMS. 


\r, WILSON. I ask unanimous consent to call up for present con- 

‘eration the Senate bill in relation to the Nicaragua claims. It is 
amended by the President and Secretary of State. 
niection Was made. 

C. THEODOR BURCHARDT. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Dwianr, } 
a », was not in his place this morning when the Committee on Pat- 
tg was called, desires to make a report. 
aS was No objection. , 

Mr. DWIGHT, from the Committee on Patents, reported back, with 
9 favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6917) for the relief 
“¢ (. Theodor Burchardt ; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SAMFORD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
twenty-five minutes p.m.) the House adjourned. 


some duties on sugar. 


By t 


F RWOR 


Object! 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions were laid on the Clerk’s desk, under the 

rule, and referred as follows, namely : 
" By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of D. W. Bushyhead, chief of the 
Cherokee Nation, and the delegates from the Cherokee, Creek, and 
Seminole Indians, for protection in their rights under their treaties 
with the United States—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of the presidents of the wool-growers’ associa- 
tions of thirteen States, for the passage of the Eaton tariff-commission 
hill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of citizens of Missouri, cigar- 
makers, fora reduction of the tax on cigars—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of citizens of Michigan, for the 
passage of an income-tax law—to the same committee. 

" Also, the petition of citizens of Michigan, for the amendment of the 
patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

' By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of John E. Kelly, for compensa- 
tion for services rendered as messenger and doorkeeper to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means during the Forty-sixth Congress—to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of Richard L. Rowe, John V. 
mith, and 42 others, citizens of Rock Valley, Iowa, for the passage of 
a law to supply the want of fractional currency—to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. COBB: The petition of presidents of various wool-growers’ 
associations of the several States, for the passage of the Eaton tariff- 
commission bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COLERICK: The petition of E. W. Brown and 15 others, 
citizens of Whitley County, Indiana, that the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture be made a member of the President’s Cabinet—to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of E. R. Beeson and 16 others, of Whitley County, 
Indiana, for legislation to protect innocent purchasers and users of 
patented articles—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. DICKEY: The petition of John D. Brooks and 15 others, 
ex-soldiers of Adams County, Ohio, for the passage of the Geddes 
bill to create a court of pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
Si0DS, 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of wool-growers of the United 
States, for the passage of the Eaton tarifi-commission bill—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HAYES: The petition of certain manufacturers of cigars 
* Peru, Illinois, for a reduction of the tax on cigars—to the same 
committee, 

By Mr. MORTON: The petition of citizens of New York, that a 
pension be granted Major Alvin Walker—to the Committee on Inva- 

ensions, 

bE Also, the petition of W. P. Catlin, Sarah C. Catlin, and others, that 
‘he descendants of Curtis and Peter Grubb be paid for cannon, shot, 
and powder supplied the United States during the war of 1730—to 
‘ue Committee on Pensions. 

_By Mr.NEAL: The petition of F.H. Burton and 35 others, citi- 
— Lawrence County, Ohio, that the Commissioner of Agriculture 
® made a Cabinet officer—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


Also, the petition of J. M. Warren and 
tence Count 
to the 





ov 


39 others, citizens of Law- 
ounty, Ohio, for the passage of an interstate-commerce bill— 
3 Committee on Commerce. — 
nan te petition of C. W. Davisson and 30 others, citizens of Law- 
Commitee 22! Ohio, for the amendment of the patent laws—to the 
ee on Patents. 
an the petition of F, M. Boldman and 38 others, citizens of Law- 
"ace County, Ohio, for the 
cmmittee on Ways and Means. 


passage of an income-tax law—to the | 


| 
| 


By Mr. POEHLER: The petition of Emery Dibble and others, of 
Minnesota, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROTHWELL: The petition of A. C. Pratt and 32 other 
citizens of Missouri, for the passage of an income-tax law—to t 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of D. B. Hill and 31 others, for the passage of a 
law to regulate interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of W. C. Haines and 27 others, citizens of Mis- 
souri, that the Commissioner of Agriculture be made a member of the 
President’s Cabinet—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of E. B. Pratt and 30 others, citizens of Missouri, 
for the amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of citizens of Illinois, for the 
appointment of a national railroad commission—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

3y Mr. STONE: The petition of William Walter and 6 others, cit 
izens of Michigan, against the passage of the Withers pension bill— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. THOMAS : The petition of J. C. Baker and 20 others, busi- 
ness men of Golconda, for an appropriation of $10,000 for the im- 
provement of the harbor at that place—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. AMOS TOWNSEND: The petition of soldiers of the late 
war, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, known as the sixty- 
surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of various wool-growers’ associations 
of the United States, for the passage of the Eaton tariti bill—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of numerous wool-growers of the 
United States, for the passage of the Eaton tariff-commission bill— 
to the same committee. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, February 5, 


1881. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented resolutions of the Board of Trade of 
Providence, Rhode Island, favoring the enactment of suitable legis 
lation for the distribution of the balance of the Geneva award to tke 
persons who lost vessels and cargoes by the depredations of the con- 
federate cruisers during the war of the rebellion, and to those who 
paid extra insurance premiums to underwriters, to protect their prop- 
erty against risk of capture and destruction, or in such other manner 
as they may think right and equitable ; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented resolutions of the Board of Agri- 
culture of the State of Illinois, urging Congress to pass a law on the 
subject of infectious diseases among meat animals in the United 
States; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ALLISON presented statements of Watt Webb of Boone County, 
George H. Gardner and John Brown of Polk County, James B. Will- 
iams and Robert O. Grayson of Webster County, in the State of Iowa, 
showing what conveyances have been made in those counties of Des 
Moines River lands, granted under the act of August 3, 1346, and the 
present state of the title, who are occupying the lands, the incum- 
brances thereon, &c.; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of William A. Sharp and others, citi 
zens of Wayne County, Iowa, praying for the passage of a law tu pre- 
vent the sale of any patented article without there being stamped 
on it in plain letters “ patented; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Patents. 

Mr. WITHERS presented resolutions of the common council of Pe- 
tersburgh, Virginia, asking that a portion of the money appropriated 
for the improvement of the Appomattox River at Petersburgh may be 
appropriated to the improvement of the harbor at Petersburgh ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BECK presented the memorial of John F. Teller and others, of 
Boyd County, Kentucky, and the memorial of Jeremiah Robey and 
others, of Scott County, Kentucky, soldiers in the late war, remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the 
examination and adjudication of pension claims, and all amendments 
thereto; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
and business men of the city of Helena, Arkansas, praying that that 
city be made and declared a port of delivery within the jurisdiction 
of the New Orleans collection district; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. JONAS presented the petition of Joseph A. Shakspeare, mayor 
of the city of New Orleans, praying that that city be granted the use 
of the marine hospital for the reasons mentioned therein ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented the memorial of David Downing and 
others, of Montgomery County, Ohio, remonstrating against the pas- 
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sage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudi- 
cation of pension claims, and all amendments thereto; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of B. F. Hall and others, 
of Louisville, Kentucky, remonstating against the passage of the bill 
(S. No. 496) providing for the examination and ajudication of pen- 
sion claims, and all amendments thereto; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented the petition of John W. Rodman and 423 others, 
citizens of Frankfort, Kentucky, praying for the erection of a public 
building in that city for the use of the post-office and other Govern- 
ment offices: which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. ; 

Mr. GARLAND presented the petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce and business men of the city of Helena, Arkansas, praying 
that that city be made and declared a port of delivery within the 
jurisdiction of the New Orleans collection district; which was re- 
ferred to the 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GARLAND, from the Committee on Territories, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 2144) to vacate, annul, and set aside an act 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Arizona, reported it 


with an amendment. 

Mr. McPHERSON, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 1953) for the relief of Henry C. Groomes, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; 


which was ordered to be printed. 
PRINTING OF EDUCATIONAL BILL. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Printing, to which was referred 
a resolution to print 1,000 copies of Senate bill No. 133, being the so- 
called educational bill, has instructed me te report it back without 
amendment, and to recommend its passage. This printing will cost 
about six dollars. I ask for the present consideration of the resolu- 
tion. 

rhe resolution was considered, by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to, a8 1011lOWS: 

R ed, That 1,000 copies of Senate bill No. 133, it being the so-called educa- 
tional bill, be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. KERNAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2154) granting an increase of pension to Joel 
C. Lathrop; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MCPHERSON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2155) to define the duties of assistant in- 
spectors of steam-vessels; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HEREFORD asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2156) to incorporate the United States 
Fidelity and Guarantee Company of the District of Columbia; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 

Mr. BUTLER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for rivers 
and harbors for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other 
purposes; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to provide 
for the expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. RANSOM, Mr. HARRIS, and Mr. MORGAN submitted amend- 
ments intended to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. 
No. 7036) to establish post-routes ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. ELIZABETH STONE. 

Mr. McPHERSON. A few days since the bill (S. No. 2049) grant- 
ing a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Stone was reported adversely from 
the Committee on Pensions. I desire the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to reconsider the vote by which the bill was postponed indefi- 
nitely for the purpose of recommitting it to the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and an order will be entered to that effect. 

ENGINEER REPORTS. 
Mr. RANSOM. I ask for the adoption of the following order: 
Ordered, That the reports of the Secretary of War made at this session of Con- 
Tress communicating the reports of the Chief of Engineers in reference to the 
improvement of rivers and harbors be printed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Have those reports not been printed ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair supposes these to be reports 
of surveys ordered last year and not included in the annual report. 

Mr. RANSOM. Yes,sir. After consultation I thought the language 


used in the resolution was broad enough to cover all of them. I be- | 


lieve that the principal report has been printed, or is now in process 








of being printed, but there is a very large number of re vorts whine 
have come in since that should be included. The oak a ae a 
resolution is to cover the whole subject, so that every membe 4 the 
Senate and every member of the House may see in print the ven 
of the engineers and the opinion of the engineers upon ; 
questions. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I presume the re 
the special reports which have come in, and they w 
one volume for the convenience of Senators. 

Mr. RANSOM. I did not mean to include them all i; 
because that may now be very inconvenient. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will suggest to the gon 
from West Virginia that they will be included in the annual sana 
next year anyway. = 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have not made myself unders: 
to the Senate. The general reports are in print, asI understand \ 
now there are sundry special reports made which have been called fop 
by the members of the House and the members of the Senate, ana 
is to those that I refer. I presume the Senate desires to have thy 
special reports printed in one pamphlet, and not each one separat, " 

Mr. HEREFORD. It is indifferent whether they are printed t, 
gether or not. ' 

Mr. RANSOM, My idea has been to consult the convenience of 4 
Printer and the Senate in reference to that matter. I only desire that 
the reports may be printed in a convenient form for the use of +, 
Senate. 

Mr.COCKRELL. [understand the Chief Engineer submits a} 


iil 


OTTS 
al} 
all t hese 


solution refers +, 
rill be printed 


1 ONE Volume 


ne 
) 


tain time all the reports that are prepared, and they are published 
one volume. Then there are reports which are made late in the fall 
on work which was not completed until after the meeting of Concresg 
and the submission of the regular report of the year’s operations, and 
these reports come in just as they are completed, sometimes three oy 
four surveys inone. Each engineer officer generally sends in a report 
of the special work done by him, and these reports are printed as they 
come in. They ought not to be held back in order to be printed in 
one volume. Some of those reports are not here now. They ought to 
be printed just as they come in, and not be kept for one volume, 

Mr. RANSOM. It is just for the reason assigned by the Senator 
from Missouri that I drew the resolution in the form in which it is 
I hope there will be no objection to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection, and the 
order is agreed to. 


YORKTOWN CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 


Mr. EATON. The joint resolution that I introduced yesterday in 
relation to the withholding the payment of certain Mexican awards 
I should like to call up. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. There is a joint resolution on the Calendar that 
I should like to call up. I imagine the resolution of the Senator will 
cause some debate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ifthe mogning business is through, I ask for 
the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is demanded, If there 
is no further business for the morning hour—— 

Mr. JOHNSTON. The Senator from Connecticut gives me permis- 
sion to ask the Senate to lay aside temporarily the regular order, in 
order that I may ask the Senate to consider the joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 337) authorizing and requesting the President to extend to the 
Government and people of France an invitation to join the Govern- 
ment and people of the United States in the observance of the cen- 
tennial anniversary of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at York- 
town, Virginia. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Missouri [Mr Cock- 
RELL ] has demanded the regular order. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I ask that the regular order be laid aside tem- 
porarily to consider that joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It cannot be laid aside temporarily with- 
out unanimous consent. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Then I ask unanimous consent. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the regular order be laid aside tot 
the purpose indicated by the Senator from Virginia? The Chair 
hears no objection. — 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. oat 

Mr. ALLISON. There ought to be an appropriation accompanyits 
the resolution. a 

Mr. JOHNSTON. The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes} 
will offer an amendment. 7 : 

Mr. DAWES. I offer from the Select Committee on the Yorktow® 
Centennial Celebration an amendment to the joint resolution. , 

Mr. COCKRELL. If there is to be an appropriation I shall object 


| to the consideration of the joint resolution. We have expendes 


about one hundred thousand dollars for that celebration, and I think 
that is quite enough to be thrown away on any such object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks it is too late soy 
object to the consideration of the joint resolution. It must be ds 


: ; : cae ion was 
| posed of in some way. The consideration of the joint resolution 


: ; 1 . ¢ agsachusetts, 
entertained by unanimous consent. The Senator from Massa —— 
in behalf of the committee reporting the joint resolution, pre} 
an amendment, which will be read. 
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i 
to join the Government and people of the United States in the ob- 


rhe CHEF CLERK. At the end of the joint resolution it is pro- 
sed to add: 

snd for the purposeof carrying out the provisions of this resolution, the sum of 
oy is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
a a sted, the same, or 80 much thereof as may be necessary, to be expended 
Pee che direction of the Secretary of State. 

er the di 
we DAWES. It is hardly necessary to detain the Senate with any 
-sarks to enable the amendment to be understood. It is proposed 
‘anthorize the Secretary of State to invite the French nation to 


¢ they accept the invitation they will send officials here. No 
nid desire to invite them and then let them pay their own ex- 
No Secretary of State would be willing to put himselfin the 
tion of having invited them unless he knew he would have the 
2 nat to expend for their entertainment. _It seems highly proper 
“hat they should be invited, and if they are invited there is no one, I 
‘nk. who will question the propriety of furnishing the Secretary 
the means of defraying their expenses if they accept the invita- 
[he propriety of the invitation is so apparent to everybody 
+ the whole thing seems to be carried by the character of the 
-ivinal resolution. 


‘ry here and take part in this centennial celebration, and it is sup- | 


Mr COCKRELL. - Will the Senator from Massachusetts please ad- | 


1s how much was appropriated last year in the last bill for this 
nine 

Mr. DAWES. There was no sum appropriated for this purpose. 

ve COCKRELL. I mean for this celebration. 

Mr. DAWES. There was $100,000 appropriated for the erection of 
»opument and $20,000 for the general expenses. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, not for general expenses, but the expenses 
f the celebration. 


And this $20,000 makes $140,000. This is, I suppose, to goin the 





vay of furnishing refreshments and for a general jollification. 
Mr, DAWES. I do not think that any Secretary of State would put 


servance of the centennial anniversary of the surrender of Lord 
Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia.” 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GronGr M. 
ApaMs, its Clerk, announced that the House insisted on its disagree- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate, insisted on by the Senate, to 
the bill (H. R. No. 6730) making appropriations for the current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes for the year ending June 30 
1882, and for other purposes, agreed to the conference asked by the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had 
appointed Mr. ERastus WELLs of Missouri, Mr. OrHO R. SINGLETON 
of Mississippi, and Mr. JAY A. HUBBELL of Michigan, managers at the 
conference on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House insisted on its disa- 
greement to the amendments of the Senate, insisted on by the Sen 
ate, to the bill (H. R. No. 6969) making appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other pur- 
poses, agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. J. D. C. At- 
KINS of ‘Tennessee, Mr. THomas R. Coss of Indiana, and Mr. Frank 
Hiscock of New York, managers at the conference on the part of the 


| House. 


mself in the position of extending an invitation to a foreign nation | 
) be represented on such an occasion as that, without any means of | 


ntertaining its representatives when they come. 


aibigg 


them in his letter of invitation that they must take care of 





He would not care | 


themselves, and could get quarters at the Riggs House or the Arling- | 


n on reasonable terms if they applied early. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
nent of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. DAWES. ] 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire that my name be recorded as voting 
igainst the amendment and the joint resolution. Iam opposed to the 
whole principle and policy involved in it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. As the amendment comes from the committee, I 

t wish to interpose any objection to it, but it seems to me that 
the sum is altogether too small. 

Mr. INGALLS. They can ask for more hereafter, if it is found to 

ecessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. I move to insert after the words “ people of France,” 

the fourth line of the joint resolution, the words, “ and the family 

t General La Fayette.” Ido not include by name the descendants 
t the other distinguished French officers who were in that action, 
cause they were here as French officers; they were under the 

mmand of their sovereign, at the head of French troops or French 
vessels, in the performance of their duty in a war which France was 


Vaging against Great Britain, and however distinguished their serv- | 


The question is on agreeing tothe amend- | 
: ¥ is | ley B. Culley; 


The message further announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 203) for the increase of pension of James Polk 
Kegerries; 

A bill (H. R. No. 205) granting a pension to Jacob Gelwicks ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 249) for the relief of Mark Walker ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 356) to provide for the sale of certain New York 
Indian lands in Kansas; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1359) for the 
consul at Cyprus; e 

A bill (H. R. No. 2572) granting a pension to Mary W. Jones ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2705) for the relief of Joseph Clymer, of Texas; 

A bill (H. R. No. 3273) for the relief of Martin L. Bundy ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 3732) granting a pension to Sarah M. Birdsall; 


A bill (H. R. No. 3826) for the relief of the heirs of the late Lang- 


relief of Louis P. Di Cesnola, late 


A bill (H. R. No. 4255) granting a pension to Sophia A. Melson; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4436) for the relief of William E. Gere ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4607) for the relief of Passed Assistant Engineer 
Absalom Kirby, of the Navy ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4608) granting a pension to Betsey Elwell ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 6229) to grant the right of way for railroad pur- 


| poses through certain lands of the United States in Richmond County, 


ce, Or however entitled they may be to the gratitude of the Ameri- | 


an people, that gratitude is exhibited to them when it is exhibited 
to the French nation, of which they were the representatives. But 
La Fayette came over here before the consent of the sovereign of 
‘Tance was obtained ; he came as a volunteer in our service, animated 
vy Love of liberty, by his regard for the American people. He was an 
American general, not a French general, during a great part of the 


revo 


evolution, and his high rank, his great ability, his great public vir- 
ie render his case an exceptional one as compared with all the other 
‘oreigners who came either as volunteers in our Army or for any other 
purpose during the revolutionary war. 

I believe that the monument ordered by the Continental Congress 
alter the close of the war to General La Fayette has never been built; 
‘Tam not mistaken no measures have yet been taken toward its con- 
“maction. Very early after the inauguration of the present Consti- 
_ Oh attention was called to the failure to carry out that vote, and it 
_ 4s answered by an economical member that the vote was itself a 
“vtument. That is all the monument so far that has been erected. 
a hope that the country will at least manifest its gratitude to La 
tbe hese by extending to his descendants this special invitation in 
Themoration of his great service. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair hears no objection to the 


meee proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts, and it is 
‘Seed To, 








‘ 


the J ibt resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and 
‘¢ amendments were concurred in. 


_© amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the joint reso- | 


0 to be read a third time. 
The title resolution was read the third time, and passed. 
yard, vas amended so as to read: “A joint resolution author- 


peioal Pyesting the President to extend to the Government and 
se OF France 


| 


| 


New York ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 3477) for the relief of Carlile Boyd. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill (S. No, 286) for the relief of John S. Cunningham; and 

A bill (S. No. 1133) granting a pension to Michael Hayne. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President : 

A bill (S. No. 1573) to provide for the furnishing of certain public 
documents to soldiers’ homes ; 

A bill (S. No. 1805) relative to the revolutionary battle-field at Ben- 
nington; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 146) to provide for printing and dis- 
tributing the index of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD semi-monthly. 

MEXICAN AWARDS. 

Mr. EATON. I ask that the regular order be Jaid aside for the pur- 
pose of considering Senate joint resolution No. 151. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the regular order be laid aside for 
the purpose of considering the joint resolution named by the Senator 
from Connecticut without prejudice to its resumption at the close? 
The Chair hears no objection. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution (S. R. No. 151) directing the Secretary of State 
to withhold payment of certain Mexican awards, 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I am very well aware that the matter 
of the two claims here named, or pretended claims, of citizens of the 
United States against the Government of Mexico has been before the 
Senate on previous occasions. Information, however, has been brought 
to me, so that further than a jury are required to be satisfied, beyond 
a reasonable doubt, I am satisfied that there was gross fraud in those 
two claims upon the government of Mexico, and I believe it to be 
the duty of the United States to permit the Government of Mexico 
to have those claims thoroughly and properly re-examined. 

I should not ask the passage or the consideration of the joint res- 
olution to-day but for the reason that there have been already three 
or four installments distributed by the Secretary of State, and there 
will be as I understand, unless action is taken, another installment 
distributed on Monday, or Tuesday, or Wednesday of next week. 


,and the family of General La Fayette, an invitation | Therefore, with my view, with my belief that the Government o% 
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, Sta ae 
Mexico has been defrauded, absolutely defrauded by the men having | 


these claims in charge—I do not mean by the attorneys having these 
claims in charge, but by the men making the claims—it strikes me 
tat it is the duty of the United States to stop the distribution of this 
money upon these two claims. : 

I go further and say, that could I have been assured this morning 
that the distribution would be withheld upon these two claims for two 


weeks, or until a thorough examination could be made, I should not | 


have called up the joint resolution to-day, but I could receive no as- 
surance even of that character. Therefore I owe it to myself, to my 
position, to ask the Senate to consider the joint resolution to-day. 
If the claims are just claims, no injury can result; if the claims are 
just claims, they will be in the hands of the Secretary of State in 
‘bonds of the United States to be distributed hereafter, and no harm 
and no injury, nothing but a delay in the distribution of these install- 
ments, is asked for. I hope the joint resolution will be passed. 


Mr. BECK. Who is asking for the passage of the joint resolution ? | 
| Committee on Foreign Relations, of which the mover of 


Mr. EATON. Justice to the Government of Mexico requires it. I 
have introduced the resolution on my own responsibility as a member 
of the Senate, believing that gross injustice has been done to a sister 
government, and believing it to be the duty of the Government of 
the United States to see to it that her own honor is vindicated in 
protecting the rights of a sister republic. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I am reluctant to disagree with my 
friend, the Senator from Connecticut, and yet I am compelled to do 
so. I think I shall join with him and do all that we can be properly 


Government and mete out to the Republic of Mexico justice in the 


fullest degree; but I think the passage of the joint resolution at this | 


time is not well advised and would be hasty. I am not going to ex- 
press an opinion upon its merits; I do not say that I shall not finally 
agree in the precise action which the Senator from Connecticut sug- 
gests; but I would not do it without affording all the parties the 
opportunity of being heard, as they certainly have not been. 

My recollection is not very distinct, but I am pretty sure that this 
matter was once referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
this body, and that committee gave to it a very careful consideration. 
While there is justice due to Mexico, justice is equally due to our own 
citizens. If Iam right in my recollection, and I rather believe I am, 
in the investigation of the subject at that time it was proved that 
these awards had been transferred beyond all doubt to innocent pur- 


chasers; that persons innocent of any offense were the parties to | 
whom the payments would be made at the State Department, and | 


not the persons to whom the awards were originally made. I think 
that was the condition of the case as it then presented itself to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. If I am right in my recollection, 
the committee reported; I do not recollect whether it was by reso- 
lution or by bill; for this subject has come upon me by surprise so 
that I have no opportunity to investigate it, and I am only stating 
now from my recollection. The committee reported in favor of leav- 
ing to the discretion of the Secretary of State what should be done. 
Whether a resolution to that effect was passed or not, that was the 
substance of the action of the committee. So it stood. 

I have an impression also that the subject was also referred at one 


time to the Judiciary Committee of this body, who examined it with | 


considerable care, and I believe reported adversely to any action by 
Congress. 

Mr. MCDONALD. If the Senator will allow me, the first action of 
the Judiciary Committee was embraced in section 5 of the act of June 
18, 1878, which I will send to the desk to be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 5. And whereas the government of Mexico has called the attention of the 
Government of the United States to the claims hereinafter nan 
rehearing: Therefore, be it enacted, that the President of the United States be and 
he is hereby requested to investigate any charges of fraud presented by the Mex- 
ican Government as to the cases hereinafter named, and if he shall be of the opinion 
that the honor of the United States, the principles of public law, or considerations 
of justice and equity require that the awards in the cases of Benjamin Weil and 
La Abra Silver Mining Company, or either of them, should be opened and the cases 
retried, it shall be lawful for him to withhold payment of said awards, or either of 
them, until such case or cases shall be retried and decided in such manner as the 
Governments of the United States and Mexico may agree, or until Congress shall 
otherwise direct. And in case of such retrial and decision, any moneys paid or to 
be paid by the Republic of Mexico in respect of said awards respectively, shall be 
held to abide the event, and shall be disposed of accordingly; and the said present 
awards shall be set aside, modified, or affirmed as may be determined on such re- 


trial: Provided, That nothing herein shall be construed as an expression of any | 
opinion of Congress in respect to the character of said claims, or either of them. | 


Mr. HAMLIN. That expresses, Mr. President, clearly and distinctly | 


what was not only the action of the Judiciary Committee at that 
time, but the action of the two Houses of Congress. That action was 
accompanied by a full report from the Judiciary Committee, as my 


friend from Indiana courteously informs me. It seems to me this | 


section has vested in the Government full and ample powers to in- 


may be the innocent holder of these awards. 


If further legislation is required, I think it would be wiser to pass 


a simple resolution requesting the Department of State to withhold 


| allowed by the commission—the claims of Weil and the L 


| sidered at this time, although I do not expect to vote for its 
I should be very strongly inclined to favor the sugges 


| of citizens of the United States have never had a further hea: 





further payment until that investigation can be made 
satisfy our minds whether or not further legislation 

at present afivised I do not see that any is necessarv wr 
tion I might think otherwise. I do not mean to ex 


ade, and we , 1 
18 required, 
OI 


press my 0 


| upon it now. I simply mean to say that while I hope I shal] 
| the honor of my country and deal justly by Mexico, T +); 
| measure is rather hasty, and we had better make h ag 


aste a little , 
slowly. 7 


e 


Mr. INGALLS. I should like to inquire when these claims we 


Mining Company ? ~— 
Mr. VOORHEES. Five years ago. 
Mr. McDONALD. I made no objection to the resolution being 


its adopti 

: : a - ‘ : tion made }y 
the Senator from Maine if any action is taken at this time, ana 
is that the resolution be referred to some proper committee. » 


tee, as t 


hs : 
UiS Tesg 


tion is chairman, and that in the mean time the State Department } 
requested to take no steps until further action shall be taken by Qo», 
gress ; but before even that is done, it seems to me we should yndu. 
stand the situation of this case. pi 
The convention entered into between the United States and Mey 
in 1868, for the settlement of claims by citizens of the United Stato 
against the Government of Mexico, and by citizens of Mexico agains: 


| the United States, provided for a commission and also provided {», 
asked to do in order to vindicate the honor and the integrity of our | 


an umpire in case of a disagreement between the members of +) 
commission. That commission was to consist of one person renn 
senting the Government of the United States and another repre ant 
ing the Government of Mexico, and the minister accredited to th 
United States from Great Britain, Sir Edward Thornton, was chose 
the umpire to determine questions of disagreement between thes; 
commissioners. 

The treaty contained the ordinary stipulations in such cases, pro. 
viding that the final determination of these claims before the cow. 


| absolutely binding. The two claims now involved in this resolut 


are some of a large number. They were claims on the part of cit 
zens of the United States against the Government of Mexico. The 
were others and many claims presented that were disallowed. Ther 
were claims presented on the part of citizens of Mexico against { 
United States that were allowed and operated as a set-oif hetwee: 
the two governments for the amounts allowed. The disallowed ¢! 
although many of them were claims which it was alleged had 
improperly disallowed. Attacks have been made on these two cla 
and I believe they are the only claims among those allowed that 
been directly attacked. 

When the act came before Congress to provide for the distribut 
of the installments of the Mexican indemnity then coming 
fifth section of that act which has been read by the Secreta 
companying the remarks of the Senator from Maine male an excep 
tion as to these two cases. Although the terms of the treaty ma 
the awards final upon the Government of Mexico, yet inasmuch as 
it was alleged that these two claims had been fraudulently obtained 
that they were fabrications, Congress thought it was right to relieve 
the Governments of the United States and Mexico from the absoluté 
obligation of this convention so far as these claims were conceried 


| and to empower the administrative branch of the Governmentt 
| take up and examine them, that being the branch that directly 


transacts our business with foreign nations, and take such steps 


| equity and justice, or the honor of the country might require with 
with aview toa | 


reference to them. ; 
That act went into force in 1878, and at the last session of Congres 


| the action of the executive department, through the Secretary 0 


State, was laid before Congress, and by this House referred to tht 


| Committee on the Judiciary. There was also a bill introduced pro- 
| viding for instituting some kind of legal proceedings with respect © 


e 


these claims in the Court of Claims, and it also was referred to th 
Committee on the Judiciary. The subject of that bill, together wit! 
the report of the proceedings of the State Department under the fit! 
section of the act of 1878, was examined by the Judiciary Com 
tee, and they made their report. I have that report before me. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The Judiciary Committee had the W a 
subject before them the year before. They believed these two laims 
ought to be re-examined and retried, at the request of the Mexica 


| Government. 


Mr. MCDONALD. The fifth section has been read. all 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. That government believed they w ore a 
ulent and unjust and asked that certain things be done. 4he°™ 


| mittee thought so; at least, I believed so for one. 
vestigate this matter and to take such steps as the rights of Mexico | 
may demand and the honor of this country may require. It also | 
provides a proper and just protection to the American citizen who | 


Mr. McDONALD. The Judiciary Committee, so far = oa 
ber, did not investigate into the questions of fact any further ti 
determine that it was proper to relieve the governments conce™ 


| in the way I have stated. 

If anything further be necessary, I would suggest to my friend | 
from Connecticut that the power is in the Department under the ex- | 
isting law to propose to the Mexican Government a re-examination. | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. They had to make an investigation ®'” 
to show that there was a prima faciecase. The Mexican Goveri'” 
had requested that they investigate far enough to show a pr" 
case, otherwise they would not have reported as they did. ea 


Mr. McDONALD. But they embodied the purpose ane ? 








oyestigation in the proviso that is attached to the fifth section 
f iby es ~ 
e act of Ls75 ; 
That nothing herein shall be construed as an expression of any opin- 
in respect to the character of said claims, or either of them. 






f Congress 
pee DAVIS, of Illinois. I would say, if the Senator from Indiana 
») allow me, that the bill came from the House, was referred to the 
~ nittee on the Judiciary of the Senate, and I reported the bill. 
‘i san it came back we adopted that proviso to save any trouble in 
: ‘ing the bill passed. 
te MCDONALD. That proviso was in the section as agreed to by 
" Indiciary Committee, and for this very plain and palpable rea- 
. that we determined that this was not a legislative question ; 
+ it belonged properly to the executive department of the Gov- 
cnt which transacts business with foreign nations, because it 
ion to the foreign affairs of this Government in its relations 
Of course the Senate, as part of 











ale 
a Government of Mexico. 
‘tres king power, would have to pass upon any treaty that 
made; but the executive department initiates treaties. It 
eld that so far as the Congress of the United States was con- 
1 it was not a legislative question ; and therefore at that time, 


the treaty-ms 





a ‘the application that was made to us and th» charges preferred, 

we concluded that it was right and proper to exe.cise the legislative 
sower 80 far as to relieve the Government of Mexico from the bind- 
‘ne force and effect of the awards and to empower the treaty-making 
»anch of this Government, or that part which inaugurates the nego- 
viation of treaties, to enter into a new convention in respect to these 
aims if on investigation of the charges it should be thought right 
nd proper to do so, That was the precise case in 1578. 

At the last session, as I have already stated, the proceedings of the 
State Department, as representing the executive branch of the Gov- 
snment in that respect, were laid before the two Houses of Congress, 
nd the bill that I have alluded to was referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, Who again took up and examined these proceedings and made 
their report upon them, the report which I now hold in my hand. 
The Secretary of State, in his report to the President, states emphat- 
cally that he does not find, whatever the charges of fraud may be in 
regard to these claims, that the honor of the United States requires 








r negotiation and settlement between the twoGovernments. The 


Secretary of State says: 





I conclude, therefore— 

After going on and stating the facts— 
that neither the principles of public law nor considerations of justice or equity 
require or permit, as between the United States and Mexico, that the awards in 
these cases should be opened and the cases retried before a new international tri- 

inal, or under any new convention or negotiation respecting the same between 

United States and Mexico. 

With respect to the La Abra Silver mining claim, the Secrétary 
finds that the extent of the charge made by those who profess to rep- 
resent the Government of Mexico on that subject is that there was an 
exaggeration of damages, and so all that could be obtained under 
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| pears from the report of the Secretary that this claim is charged | 


| of Mexico claimed to be in possession of evidence then to establish the cha 


to be reopened as a diplomatic question, as a question for fur- | 





it virtually determines the question submitted to the 
the said fifth section, so far as that claim is involved 
In regard to the Weil claim, the case presents one of greater ditt 


executive department by 


Government to be a « omplete fabrication ; 


that this charge was 1 
commissioners at the time it was unde 


rgoing investigation. The 





declined to introduce it, preferring to rest the case on the evidence introd vd bs 
the claimant, but sought afterward to introduce such impeaching testimo: 
fore Sir Edward Thornton, the referee, who declined to receive it, hold 





correctly, that no new evidence could be introduced on the hearing befor 
and that upon the evidence submitted to the commissioners he could not do ot 
wise than to aftirm the claim 

In the investigation that has taken place in the State Department, under the 
authority of the fifth section above quoted, no suggestion appears in the report ot 


the Secretary “ that the honor of the United States, the principles of public law 
or the considerations of justice and equity require that this case should be retried 
but, on the contrary, after stating considerations of public policy which would 
seem to forbid the reopening of the case, the questions of honor, principles of pub 
lic law, and considerations of justice and equity are referred to Congress to decide 
This would involve an investigation by Congress of facts of an international chat 
acter which, in the opinion of the committee, properly belongs to the executive 


department, and which it was the intention of the fifth section of the act of June 
13, 1878, to leave with the department. 

The bill under consideration proposes to withdraw these two claims from the 
dominion of international jurisdiction and place them before a tribunal organized 





and existing solely by virtne of the laws of this country, and in th 








seem designed to avoid the opening up of other question sof cor iplaint tua*t are 
known to exist on behalf of citizens of the United States whose claims, for various 
causes, fail to receive favorable consideration by said commission under the treat 
creating the commissior : 

The second article of that treaty bound the two governments absolutely and « 
clusively by the final awards of the commission and umpire in all cases coming 
within its provisions ; and it would seem right thatif it is to be set asi 43 to an 
of the claims it ought to be by a new convention, in which provision should be 
made for doing justice to all claimants 


The reasoning of the Secretary of State against the propriety of such a course as 
this would seem to be unsatisfactory; but, in the aspect these cases are presented 
to us, we feel constrained to report back said bill adversely, and recommend its 
indefinite postponement. 

That was the action of the Judiciary Committee, at the last session, 
upon this question. If further investigation can establish the fact 
that either of these claims is a fabrication, and can point out a way 
by which justice may be done to the Government of Mexico, and at 
the same time guard the rights of our own citizens, very well. These 
are not the only parties that were involved in this convention. Our 
citizens whose claims against Mexico were rejected desire a re-exam 
ination; and if because Mexico sets up that these claims are fraudu 


lent, we give her an opportunity to prove that, if there can be any 


any circumstances would be a reduction ; that is that the commis- | 


sion had found more damages than the facts in the case warranted, 
and therefore it was in the nature of an application to set aside the 
award for excessive damages. In the judgment of the Secretary of 
Mate that reduction could not be carried to the point of absorbing 
what was already due on that claim according to the installments 
then payable, but that enough would remain out of the installments 
wpaid by the Mexican Government, and therefore no harm could 
come from distributing that which was already in hand. In regard 
to the claim of Benjamin Weil, the charge was that it was a fabrica- 
0 his report did not show that it was not in the power of the Mexi- 
‘ai Government at the time the investigation was going forward be- 


ore the commission to have brought forward all the proofs of its | 


alegation. They did not come forward under any claim of newly- 
‘iscovered testimony, They didnot come forward and make the claim 
‘at any testimony proper to be considered had been excluded. They 
tade no claim at all except that they insisted that the evidence be- 
sore the commissioners was not suf cient to justify the award, and 
‘tat so believing they had introduced no evidence on the other side. 
pa) made the same claim before Sir Edward Thornton, but he said 
“* hae Do Tight to introduce new testimony ; that if they had the tes- 
,wouy in hand when the case was undergoing investigation before 
wm ColmMission it was their duty to have presented it, and they could 
“ot come to him with it; that he had nothing to do but to act on the 
ope certified to him by the commissioners and to the facts that 
hee waced before the commissioners. Acting upon them, he 
aurmed the decision of the American commissioner in favor of the 
yr and against the Mexican commissioner. 
Commit ew 2g this report of the Secretary of State, the Judiciary 
Chmittee said : 











one from this report, with respect to La Abra mining claim the prin- 
does not ap os complaint is exaggeration of damages, and upon that queation it 
it Yas examined. lat any fault whatever attaches to the commission before whom 
the Department ‘ofS: to the referee by whom it was affirmed. It also youn that 
to determine t} of State so far passed upon the question of excessive damages as 
that the Pee 2e claimants to be entitled to the installments already paid in, and 


‘Oat the » < > ¢ 
tiued to a utive had directed the amounts to which the claimants were thus en- 


be re pei over; and while the remaining installments not yet received may 
ect to retention to meet the question of a reduction of damages 


as sul 


tion; but the facts set forth by the Secretary of State and presented | 7 
y . : I | been brought and decided in the Supreme Court of the United States 


way found by which we can possibly set wrong right, in case there 
is wrong here, I am as willing as any person to doit. But, as far as 
I am able to judge this case, it is simply a case of a party who stood 
by claiming to have proof in his hand by which he could disprove a 
claim set up against him, took the judgment of the court upon the 
plaintifi’s case, lets it go to a final judgment, and then seeks to come 
in and set it aside. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I introduced the bill into the Sen 
ate, by request, to which the Senator from Indiana has just referred, 
and it was reported back from the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
being reported adversely it was, under a rule of the Senate, indefi 
nitely postponed. There was neither debate nor a vote taken upon it. 
At that time I was not satisfied with the action of the Senate taken 
on that subject. At the same time, I was forced to admit to myself 
that the bill which had been brought forward and which I had, by 
request, introduced, was not a sufiicient measure for the support of 
the righis that the Government of Mexico claimed in this case, for 
that was a bill which referred the adjudication of the question to our 
Court of Claims. The Government of Mexico had aright to sue a 
citizen of the United States in the courts of the United States. We 
have never denied that right to any government. Various suits have 


where a foreign government has sued our own citizens in our own 
courts. I understand that the Government of Mexico now desires to 
bring suit in our courts for the purpose of testing the question whether 
this award by the Mexican commission ought to be binding upon her, 
whether she ought to be made to pay into the Treasury of the United 
States for distribution a sum of money which is predicated entirely 
upon a fabricated claim against the Government of Mexico, predi 
cated, as the Government of Mexico insists, upon fraud and perjury. 
The honorable Senator from Maine says we ought to go slowly in 
this matter. I grant that, but we ought to go slowly and with suffi 
cient deliberation to arrive at truth and justice; and while one branch 
of the Government is going slowly, the other branch of the Govern- 
ment ought not to go too fast. We have alaw which provides fo1 
the distribution of these claims; we have this subject now referred 
by the President of the United States to the Senate, and by the Sen- 
ate to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and the matter is under 
consideration now in this body. I am aware of the fact that the Gov- 


| ernment of Mexico prepared a bill in equity to be filed in the supreme 


court of the District of Columbia against the claimants, under these 
awards, setting out that they were void for fraud, that they were 
void, because they were predicated upon perjury and fraud on the 
part of the claimants and those interested in the claims at the time 
of their allowance; but the Government of Mexico would have no ad 
vantage under that lawsuit; it could not afford to file the bill, and 
why? Because the Secretary of State, under what he supposed te 
be either the authority or the compulsion of the law, has been, and 
is still paying out this money to the claimants. No judge in the Dis- 


2 atmese 0 


vagy 


; .f 

| | 
it 

| | 
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po ae 








Columbia can issue a writ of injunction 
tary of State to prohibit him from making the payments; and if the 
Government of the United States goes on and makes these payments 


into the hands of irresponsible people, or into the hands of assignees 


acai? 
pails 












inder that they have got a title by bona fide purchase after 
the a made, then it is very clear that the Government ol 
Mexic« 0 in fruitless litigation if it came into 
the 2) 

Now, what I understa : honorable Senator from Connecticut 
to desi! , that the Government of the United Statess 1 withhold 
the fur r payment and distribution of the funds under these awards 
until such time as the Government of Mexico shall have a fair op- 
port to come into our courts and have it determined whether or | 
not these awards have been based upon frand and perjury. 

| e seen a very full statement of what I understand to be this 
ase as presented by the Government of Mexico, and I think we ought 
to | at itas it is presented by the Government of Mexico, because 
that volves question of national con ity, ol rood faith, if not of 

lhe Government of Mexico entered into a convention with 
he United States, under which two commissioners were appointed 


these claims were presented along with many other 
aims against the Government of Mexico; they were decided by the 
1issioners and by the umpire; and thereupon they became final 

lusit nthetwoGovernments. Honor, treaty stip- 





ICIUSIVE AS VELWet 





lations, good faith require that both Governments should adhere to 
the adjudication. It was as much our duty to adhere to the adjudi- 

vas the duty of Mexico to adhere to it, 1 that makes 
t a tinality so far as diplomatic relations are concerned—makes it a 
finality so far as concerns the application of the right of the La Abra 
Silver Mining Company and of Weil against the Government of Mex- 


But the Government of Mexico comes in and says, ‘‘ We under- 
, we have discovered, we are able to prove ” 


Mr. JONES, of Florida, On that point will the Senator permit me 





» ask him a qnestion ! 


Mr. MORGAN. Yes. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. When was the discovery made of the evi- 
lence showing fraud? : 

Mr. MORGAN. The Government of Mexico went before the umpire 
liter the commissioners had disagreed, as I remember the facts, and 
then sought to bring before him the testimony ; but the umpire ruled, 
very correctly, that he could only try the case, as far as he was con- 
cerned, on the record made and could not reopen it for any purpose 
at all. They commenced upon this state of facts which I now sug- 
gest, and which they suggested, before the time of the final adjudica- 
tion. They were prevented from having it considered by reason of 
the fact that the commissioners had decided the question and the 
jurisdiction had passed into the hands of the umpire, and he was 
bound by the record then made up and was compelled to decide on 
such facts as that presented to him. 


4 > 


Mr. BUTLER. May I ask a question? 

Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. How long is it since the award was made ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not remember; but I think as much as five 


years aco, 

Mr. VOORHEES. The award was made by the commissioners in 
Ir75, and the final decision by the umpire in 1876. 

Mr. MORGAN. But the Government of Mexico from the date of 
the tinal award, and from that time up to the present, has been urg- 
ing on the United States Government that that government should 
have some opportunity afforded it of proving that these claims were 
entirely founded upon falsehood and frand and perjury ; that they had 
actually no substantial basis atall. From that time the Government 
of Mexico has been diligent in her efforts to obtain a hearing in one 
way or another from the Government of the United States. It was 
in pursuance of that urgent request of the Government of Mexico that 
the act of June, 1¢75, was passed. There was a dispute between the 
Executive Department of the Government and Congress. I do not 
mean an actual quarrel, but a difference of opinion as to which was 
the proper policy to settle this question. The Executive Department 
said that all diplomatic intercourse on this subject was concluded, 
and therefore they could not consent that diplomacy should be re- 
sorted to between the two governments for the purpose of opening 
that which had been settled. They said the awards were final; that 
t was due to the umpire, due to both governments, that we should 
uphold and maintain the conclusiveness of the awards; that the 
awards should not be attacked for fraud on the part of the commis- 
sioners or any dereliction of duty. They considered, and therefore 
we are bound to consider, so far as diplomatic relations between the 
two countries are concerned, the awards as final. But, said the Pres- 
ident of the United States, “I refer this matter to Congress ;” and it 
came before Congress, and Congress provided in the fifth section of 
that act a means by which there might be a suspension. In that 
provision, instead of giving to the Government of Mexico a right to 
prosecute her suit in our courts in a substantial way, Congress merely 
referred the question back to the diplomatic authorities again, and 
here it has been battledoor and shuttlecock between Congress and 
the diplomatic authorities of this Government as to which was the 
proper tribunal to settle the matter. 

When the bill which I introduced was reported back from the Ju- 
diciary Committee that committee did not undertake to decide the 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





st the Secre- | question whether Mexico did not have a just claim. 
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never ventured an assertion of that sort; but, on the Lat committee 
argued that the Court of Claims was not the proper court tu, tk. 
case, and that was very proper indeed ; and they further aron sy ane 
if the case was opened for further diplomatic corresponder a ke 

the two governments, then the citizens of the United States. + 


claims had been rejected, perhaps without a hearing before the 
mission, because they had not been brought in within the seins 
fixed for the hearing of such claims, should be also allowed to. 
in and have a further hearing. That is the condition in w) 
matter has been left. 

Now I will read from the remarks of the committee on this « 


The bill under consideration proposes to withdraw these two claims ¢ 
dominion of international jurisdiction and place them before a tribur oe 
and existing solely by virtue of the laws of this country, and in this wav 
seem designed to avoid the opening up of other questions of compla: 
known to exist on behalf of citizens of the T ed States whose claim. 
causes, fail to receive 1 


creating the commission. 











orable consideration by said com: iission 


That is an objection to the 


bill. 


form of proceeding presceril 
| i 


The second article of that treaty bound the two governments abs 
conclusively by the final awards of the commission and umpire in ull « 
within its provisions ; and it would seem right that if it is to be set asi: 


of the claims it ought to be by anew convention, in which prov 
for doing justice to all claimants. : 

The reasoning of the Secretary of State against the propriety of s 
as this would seem to be unsatisfactory ; but, in the aspect these cases 
sented to us, we feel constrained to report back said bill adverse] 
its indefinite postponement. 


sion sh< 


The Secretary of State says: 

While these considerations led to the conclusion that these cases ¢ 
be made the subject of a new international commission, I was yet « 
‘the honor of the United States ” was concerned to inquire whether 
submitted by this Government to the commission, its confidence had beep geri 
abused, and the Government of Mexico, acting in good faith in accepting a fr 
arbitration, had been subjected to heavy pecuniary imposition by fraud ; 
jury in the maintenance of these claims, or either of them, before the comm 





If the honor of the United States has ever been thus concern 
the Secretary of State admits in his letter to the President, it is 
concerned because we have not discharged that duty. The facts 
before the Secretary of State were so impressive that he could 
resist the admission that the honor of the United States was concer 
in giving a fair and open hearing in our courts to the Governn« 
Mexico about this business. Sir, he had in his mind no doubt t 
case of a celebrated dentist who went out to Mexico and robb 
government under exactly similar circumstances of about { 
dred thousand dollars. The Congress of the United States did 
hesitate, nor did the courts of the United States hesitate after 
vention had been concluded, and the award made, and while we 1 
paying out the money as we had assumed to do to Dr. Gardiner 
judgment affirmed by the commission, to set aside the whole fi 
lent effort and convince the Government of Mexico and the worldt 
the Congress of the United States was not to be trapped into a: 
rage by fraud and perjury. 

Now, that question which was stated by the Secretary of State, is 
open to-day, and I insist that the Secretary of State ought to be per- 
mitted and authorized, if not compelled, to withhold the payment 
of any more of this money until the Government of Mexico can com 
into our courts like any other suitor, and attack the judgment tor 
fraud and set it aside. Her relations with our Government are get 
ting to be, and I am very glad of it, of a very friendly and inti 
character, and I hope they will have no reason to believe that 
Department of this Government will hesitate for one moment to give 
them full and ample justice and consideration in ovr courts wien the 
Secretary of State comes out and in his letter to the President 
he is so impressed by these facts that he is obliged to admit that 
Government of Mexico ought to have some sort of a show In rear 
to it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, I desire to place this matter 
fore the Senate exactly as it is. Some five years ago an aware 
made in the cases under discussion 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, before the Senator from Indiana begin* 
as the hour of half past one has arrived, I suggest that there be Wa 
imous consent to proceed with this debate. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I shall oceupy but a few minutes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CocKRELL in the chair. 
Chair will within half a minute lay before the Senate the untnis 
business. The Chair lays before the Senate its unfinished bus! 
which is Senate bill No. 1773. : ae 

Mr. BOOTH. Now, Mr. President, I ask that the pending orce'! 
laid aside informally, and that the Senate proceed to the consider 
tion of the pension appropriation bill. OR ro ik 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unanimous consent is asked 
the Senator from Indiana be allowed to conclude his remarks 
measure pending during the morning hour. 
The Chair hears none. ; a nertectlt 

Mr. VOORHEES. On the suggestion of friends I am he Senate 
willing to let this matter go over and let the business ot peat? 
proceed regularly. Ican make the remarks I desire toma 
after. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to say this before the matter 1s 
of, from my place in the Senate: Iam bound to say that 
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1a be al exceedingly improper thing for the Government, while 

Ty debate is pending upon this resolution, to pay out any more of 
this BY OORHEES. Well, Mr. President, I desire to say in my place 
vr Sonate—1 do not know any other place where I would be ex- 

i to say it—that I can demonstrate that we have done all that 
nor of this Government calls on us to do, and all there is in 
-orld in this matter is the unwillingness of some people about 
»oton to let this money be paid in the channel marked out by 

“When the proper time comes I shall be able to demonstrate 


t 


PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California [ Mr. 
asks that the regular order be temporarily laid aside in order 
ler the pension appropriation bill. 

-» The Chair hears none. 

“Me EATON. I would prefer the Senate should finish the 
“on we have been discussing. 


PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Is there any objection to 


t res- 


join 


There is no motion of that kir 


1a 


- EATON. I make it, and will give the reason in one moment. 
amount of money will be paid on Monday or Tuesday which 
t tobe paid,in my judgment; and therefore I think that 
ution is the proper business of the Senate to-day, rather than 


4 pertain f 


it 


ther. 

» VOORHEES. Mr. President, by law these claims were given 
+he Executive Department of this Government, where they pendex 
ethan two years under a searching investigation, with all the 
wer that was desired or that could possibly have been used, and 


‘he end of that time the money was ordered to be paid by the 
resident of the United States. If in those two years Mexico and 
eonle who are interested for her around here could make no 


more case than they did in the State Department, I see no reason for 
ich haste as is proposed here, and no reason why the business of the 
Senate should be set aside to consider that which has been consid- 
ered for the last five years, during two years of which time full power 
was given by Congress to the Executive Department to find any rea- 

sagainst the claimsif they could possibly be found, but none were 


1} 
u 





Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the regular 
r, to the bill to allot to Indians lands in severalty, being tempo- 
laid aside to consider the pension appropriation bill? TheChair 


bears no objection. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. No. 6522) making appropriations for the pay- 
nent of invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1882, the pending question being on the ques- 
tion of order raised by Mr. TELLER to the reception of the amend- 
nent of Mr. WITHERS, which was submitted by the Chair for the 

sion of the Senate. 

Mr, LOGAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. EATON. With deference to the Chair I suppose I have right 
to say that after my friend from Illinois [Mr. LOGAN] shall have con- 
cluded his remarks on this bill I shall again ask that this joint reso- 
ition be considered. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator from Illinois kindly yields that I may 
give notice that on Monday next; after the morning business, I will 
ask the Senate to take up a report made by the Secretary of the In- 
terior in response to a resolution I have offered as to alleged census 
irauds in South Carolina. I shall ask the Senate to take that up 
wit a view of snbmitting some remarks on it, which will not occupy 
longer than thirty minutes, I think. , 

Mr, WITHERS. If the Senator from Illinois will yield to me, I 
isk to have reported an amendment which I offer to the amendmen 


wow pending, to come in just before the amendment already offered. 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Virginia offers an 
ar idment to his amendment, which will be read. 
(He SECRETARY. At the end of section 2, 
b¢ amendment, it is proposed to insert: 
A 





immediately preceding 
+o hts of pensions under this act, of persons not on the pension rolls at 
sae the passage of this act, shall be made, as far as may be practicable, under 
provisions hereinafter contained. 
Mr. WITHERS. And then will follow the amendment I have 
» ay offered, the object being simply to relieve as far as possible 
He amendment which I have offered from being obnoxious to the 
point “ order that it is general legislation, the effect of this amend- 
Mh Hoe to restrict it to this bill. 
tre hi AR. Before the Senator from Illinois proceeds I desire to 
ii & question—I suppose it will be more agreeable to him 





; ¥; yee it put now than after he has begun his remarks—which he 
What roe or not at his discretion and at such time as he pleases. 


meat d rm chiefly interested in in connection with this matter is the 
lies a ‘y W hich is now taking place in the dealing with applica- 
. °F persons who I am sure, from my own neighborhood, are honest 


! Applies i . 
3 ants, who wait many months, sometimes years, without hear- 
; , 8 anything from th 
“at the simple ackn 


1 hen they apply to aa naement of the receipt of their claim, and 


1245 
< . 
step taken, and the next, and the next. What I desire to ask the 
honorable Senator from Illinois is whether he has in his mind any 
scheme or plan, either by increasing the number of clerks or other 
| wise, to remove that crying evil? Ido not ask him to answer that 
question now uuless he chooses. 
Mr. LOGAN. I will answer the question of the Senator f1 Mas 
sachusetts. I have in my mind, and I will develop it before I get 





| 





© Pension Office, or without hearing anything | 


| ate, allowing the Senate t 
| time permit me to conclude what I had to say. 
| ceed W 

| agai 


state it now, however. The remedy for facilitating the business is 
an increase of the force with able and competent men or examiners, 
with an increased salary. I think I can demonstrate before I get 
through that with this improvement the law is ample as it now exists 

Mr. President, I must apologize to the Senate—though it certainly 
is not my fault that this bi long delayed, for the reason that 
I commenced what little I had to say several days ago, and have not 
insisted upon being heard nor upon this order being before the Sen 


» take its own course and at the p: 


through, a very short amendment to the present pension law. | 


Is 8O 


oper 
But+before I pro 
ith the line of argument that I was on yesterday, I must, 
gain, if I can have the ear of the Senate, call their attention to the 
subject. Some of our friends have warmed up a little on one or two 
occasions when I have said that I thought one of the great faults 
was the w of ability. I may have emphasized probably a little 
stronger than I should have done in reference to the person who ad 
ministered the law; I merely wished to give my judgment in refe1 
ence to the and whether a new Commissioner with the old law 
would not be better than the old Commissioner with anew law. The 
argument I made may have run in that direction. Certainly it is ir 
the direction that the law is sufficient if it is properly administered 
Lnow desire to call attention of the Senate to a very contra 


ant 
ahhh 


aw, 


] 
] 
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dictory set of statements made. I asked the Senator from West Vir- 
ginia yesterday in reference to his tables and he said he based them 
upon the statements of the Commissioner of Pensions. The Com- 


missioner of Pensions tirst said it would take $25,000,000 to pay the 
arrears of pensions under the act of 1879. He then said it would take 
$50,000,000, and afterward it was reported that he said $100,000,000, 
and now the Senator insists upon the authority of the Commissioner 
of Pensions that it will take $510,000,000 


Since the Senator from 
West Virginia sought to demonstrate that it would take $510,000,000 
another increase has been stated by a member of the Committee o1 
Appropriations in the House of Representatives. I have a right to 
read from the REcorD, and I will read it: 

I desire to ask this further question. I do not myself belie t ( nis 
sioner of Pensions has intentionally misinformed the count: There have beer 
different estimates as to what would be required to pay the arrearages of } ns 
ever since that bill was introduced into Congress. I well remember th: 
man from Ohio, (Mr. Rice,) not now a member of this House, who had char f 


the bill, believed when he first introduced the bill that $15,000,000 would co the 
entire sum that would have to be paid under it. Before the bill got t 
vanced to $20,000,000. The Commissioner Pensions at that time tho i 
would take $25,000,000. Then it got to the astounding sum of $50,000,0 After a 
little while another estimate was made and it went up to 3100,000,000 
has been going on and going on, not in arithmetical progression, but in ¢ 
progression, until the that 
$710,000, 000 


hrou ul 


Hroucn he 





Commissioner toid me the oth 


ment that it would 


ination as to what 


The Senator from West Virginia made his state 
cost $510,000,000, which was based upon mere it 
pensioners would be on the roll hereafter and how long they w 
live. At least that was my understanding of it; but it went to the 
country differently. Since that statement the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions says it will cost $710,000,000. These statements are brought 
before the Senate every day, changing every day, for what purpose I 
cannot divine, but it does seem to me that there is a kind of insanity 
on this subject of the amount of money that is to be paid to pen- 
sioners. The only way to estimate it is according to the amount that 
is allowed, not on imagination as to what may be allowed. As has 
been well said in the Senate heretofore, you might just as well accuse 
one member of the Senate of having violated law and then for that 
reason estimate that one-third of the remainder would do the same 
thing. It is not a fair statement to say that because one man or any 
number of men have committed frauds against the Government, there- 
fore the same number will commit them hereafter. That is to esti 
mate crime according to the number of people that you have already 
convicted of crime. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virg 
ruption ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Lilinois has s 
eral times referred to the Senator from West Virginia as giving figures 
that had no foundation. That was the substance of what he said; 
I do not say he used those words. Before reading the tables which | 

submitted the other day to the Senate I said: 

I have some figures, taken principally from the official reports of the Cor 
sioner of Pensions, to which | will call the attention of the Senat: 

I think the Senator must have overlooked that fact or he would 
not have said that the Senator from West Virginia made figures upon 
his own imagination. They were taken from tables furnished by the 
Commissioner of Pensions in letters forwarded by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

The Senator again says that we must not estimate, but we must 
take the pensions as they have been allowed. The Senator knows 





ould 


’ rsl) +h , wry ' tntar 
11a Will the Senator permit an inter- 


ym 


, heir Senator or Representative to get the next | that we have appropriated for the expenditures of the Government 
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on estimates, and we are now appropriating for the expenditures for 
the fiscal year 1882, and so we must estimate. This Government pays 
all its claims by estimates. We have toestimate in advance and are 
‘obliged to do that; and pensions are not alone in that respect. 

I call the Senator’s attention to the fact that last year we paid 
about twenty-six or twenty-seven millions in round numbers, and this 
year it is fifty millions to be paid to those on the regular roll. That 
is the way it goes. ' 

Mr. LOGAN. Then Jam correct. If we pay fifty millions for this 
year and paid twenty-six millions last year, and you have a certain 
number of pension claims on file and if you allow every one that is 
on file the total would not amount to $510,000,000 per annum, as the 
intimation went before the country. It would amount to no such 
sum. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I did not say annually. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam speaking of what the country was led to be- 
lieve. The country was led to believe, and is now led to believe, from 
the statements that these enormous amounts are to be paid annually. 
The Senator shakes his head. I saw a paragraph in anewspaper that 
called the attention of tax-payers to the fact that they are to pay so 
much money. It is the estimate that was made running the pensions 
along, as the Senator said the other day, for sixty years tocome. An- 
ther fact seems to be strange, that he does not understand altogether, 
and that is when the arrears of pensions are paid once they are never 
to be repeated. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator allow me just there to ask 
him to take into consideration one item in the estimate as to whatis 
the cost of that bill? The passage of that bill has led to the applica- 
tion by a large number of persons to be placed on the pension-roll 
who otherwise would not have made such application, who had not 
made application and would not in all probability have made it but 
for that bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. What bill? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The passage of the arrears-of-pensions bill giv- 
ng arrears of pension is said to have caused a very large increase of 
ipplications to be placed on the pension-roll. I call the attention of 
the Senator to that fact as one of the items properly entering into the 
estimate of what will be the ultimate cost of the arrears-of-pensions 
bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. There is no doubt that it caused an increase of the 
number of applications. Nobody has ever questioned that; but that 
is not the point. The point I was making is that the part of the 
money which we paid for arrears of pensions last year we never have 
to pay again. That is the end of it. The part of the money we pay 
this year on arrears of pensions is not estimated in the next year; you 
do not pay it over again. After the arrears of pensions have been 
paid for ten years the ten years’ arrears have passed and are not re- 
peated. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator will recollect that a 
pensioner put on the roll this year continues as long as he lives. 

Mr. LOGAN. Of course. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. And that has increased the regular 
roll from $26,000,000 to $50,000,000 this year. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. You put a certain number of pensioners 
on the roll last year who were entitled to arrears of pensions. You pay 
those arrears of pensions this year. Now, when you pay the arrears 
of pensions this year they are never paid again. That terminates it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. So far as arrears are ccncerned. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly, that is what I am discussing at this point. 
rhen why is it that a Senator will stand up in this Chamber when 
the passing of the bill and the paying of pension arrears ends one year 
forever and still aggregate it in the amount that is to come hereafter 
ind make it $510,000,000 ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Take, for instance, the year before 
the arrears-of-pensions bill was passed ; it was passed in March, 1879; 
take the preceding year, and the regular roll was $27,000,000 in round 
numbers, and it was decreasing annually, but to-day it is about fifty 
million dollars. 

Mr. LOGAN. What pension-roll is about fifty million dollars ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The regular pension-roll. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is not the arrears; it is the roll including 
arrears. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The arrears have caused it, and 
nothing else caused it, to jump up from $27,000,000 to $50,000,000 in 
. single year. 

Mr. LOGAN. No matter what the cause was, that has been done; 
that is past. Iam not talking about whether the arrears-of-pensions 
bill should have passed or should not have passed. That is not the 
question. It has passed; it is the law. The question is how that 
law shall be administered, and not whether the law is correct or not. 
Of course the arrears-of-pensions bill increased the amount that was 
to be paid, because prior to the passage of that bill a pension dated 
from the time of the application or allowance, but after its passage 
the pension began from the time of the contraction of the disease or 
the wound, and that was the reason for the increase. 

Those who have been allowed pensions and have received the ar- 
rears will get them no more; the arrears are wiped out and do not have 
to_be estimated for any more in those cases. The amount to be esti- 
mated}for'is the pension-roll, including the pensioners who claim 
\withoutiarrears and those with arrears, not estimating that which 


has been already paid as arrears. Is not that so? 
pensions are allowed and the arrears of pensions are 
is cut out of the amount of the estimate. So the Senator wi) 
that in the estimates made they estimate all these ‘pension — 
though the arrears of pensions were to be paid over “gi 
me go a little further. 


Every year 
paid, that mya 
Bee 
aims as 


again. Now }o; 
In the report you have before ‘ai 


, : YOu it is gaia 
there are so many claims pending. What do you eali — + ee 
“ . “nding ? 


Every claim that is there on file is called “ pending,” is it > 
> > Ter . Se not 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Those not examined. 

Mr. LOGAN. But whether they have been examined or not 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand if a claim has | 
examined and disallowed it is not called a live claim or q ra 
claim. After it has been disallowed it is laid aside. That 472 
I understand it ; but all the pending claims, the live claims. mt 
are estimated for. The Senate will recollect that the year er me 
to the pension-arrears act the applications were, in round numbers 
16,000, and the year after that passed the new applications coal 
to 141,000, an increase of tenfold almost in a single year, 

Mr. LOGAN. The amount involved in the payment of pensions} 
been placed before the country in excessive figures, for what pur, a 
I do not know. Whether the purpose is to alarm the people of ‘his 
country, or to bring derision upon the pensioners, I cannot say as 
will not say, as I have no information about it. I only say that | 
think it is a mistake to make these tables and present them to the 
country when they are not based on anything except the mere jay 
ination of somebody. —e 

I was saying that I thought there was an attempt to cast suspicio: 
upon the pensioners. I tried yesterday to demonstrate by the letter 
of the Commissioner of Pensions that that was true, because he said 
in so many words that certain men acting in a semi-judicial capac ty 
could not bring themselves to believe that these statements were 
true, and this assertion was made without an exception being made 
in the letter, and therefore I came to the conclusion that the attempt 
was to cast suspicion upon the pension-roll, including every pensioner 
who was upon it. F 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
moment? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senate and the country are de- 
sirous of knowing as nearly as they can know what amount of money 
will be necessary to pay the pensioners already on the roll, to pay 
the pending claims of pensioners and to pay those claims that will 
probably hereafter be made. The Senator has criticised the estimates 
made by the Commissioner of Pensions and the statements made by 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations. Now, I do not 
know whether those statements are correct or not; but I would ask 
the Senator from Illinois, for the benefit of the Senate and of the 
country, that after he concludes his criticism of the estimates, ly 
would inform the Senate what amount, in his opinion, will be neces- 
sary to pay the pension-roll, those already on the roll, and those 
that in all probability hereafter will be placed upon it. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator would like to know that. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I would very much, and the coun 
try would like to know it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Inasmuch as I am not the Commissioner of Pensions 
my word might not be taken, inasmuch as he is the Commissioner oi 
Pensions and his word is taken, and that word is not, in my judg- 
ment, so far as his estimate is concerned, any more worthy of beli 
than is his idea about the belief of the men who testify in these cases, | 
will give you a computation that I find in the Recorp of to-day, 
which I have examined very carefully, which makes the amount very 
much less than has been stated here, and I will read it for the benett! 
of theSenate. This estimate has been carefally made by a committee 
of the House of Representatives, based on the supposed number 
claims to be allowed, and has been presented to the House. | cannot 
vouch for its correctness, but certainly it is nearer the mark tha 
wild statements being made by others: 

Amount required to make first payments under arrears laws— 


amounted 


Will the Senator yield to me fora 





Should there be 150,000 claims allowed........-...- as 2 haw gore $119, 028, 0 
Should there be 160,000 claims allowed.............-------------- 126, 963 2) 
Should there be 164,106 claims allowed...... TELE TOT OTS 130, 221 ne 
Should there be 175,000 claims allowed ............-.---0--ee0see8: 138, 866, 0 
Should there be 200,000 claims allowed.........--.-----0----++-+0++ 158, 704, 0 


> 900, " 


Now you have it just as I have it, and if there should be 200 
claims allowed, which is more, so far as the number of claims — 
bly to be allowed, according to the judgment of the Commissione’® 
to the number that ought to be allowed, the amount would then 
be $158,704,000. This would be first payment, including are’® 
afterward it would be greatly reduced. Es 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The average annual pension nd 
paid is a little over one hundred dollars—one hundred and m ie 
lars and some cents. If that be so, the estimate which the Sena” 
has just read is not correct. He can find that out by simple ma 
plication. : 

Mr. LOGAN. If it is not correct, we shall be obliged to th 
to make up some figures to correct it. . sane 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. No, I will not make any ‘llass 
If the average of the annual pension is one hundred and five ( seit 
and some cents, the Senator can satisfy himself that Ee 
not correct by an operation in arithmetic. - That is allithat 18 nee 


sary. 


nov 


e Senator 











we LOGAN. I de not know the basis upon which we must all 
y. calculations. I see very different ones are used even by some 
ve ightning calculators in the Senate and by one great mathe- 


nr | 
fi) 


1 CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Unfortunately you do not seem to 
ee with him. , 

LOGAN. No, Ido not. Now, Mr. President, I desire to carry 
yor Twas saying. These figures aro not mine; they are the 

(We og of men Who have made the calculations. I have not made 
om: I have only examined them to satisfy myself whether a mis- 
‘. been made in the computation. i 
‘te DAVIS, of West Virginia. Allow me to ask if that includes 
ine but arrears ? It does not include what is hereafter to be 
fd. ] understand. . i , 
yr. LOGAN. The very thing we are talking about is the arrears 
f pensions. i eat mn . . ; 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. — The Senator will admit—— 

\r, LOGAN. Ibeg the Senator’s pardon. This includes the amount 
‘he paid on first payment. : 

Mr, DAVIS, of West Virginia. The after amount? 

\ir, LOGAN. The entire amount on first payment. 

\ir, DAVIS, of West Virginia. I thought the Senator said the esti- 
wate included the arrears and not what hereafter is to be paid. _ 
“Yr, LOGAN. That isa matter the Senator can examine for him- 
vif and see and discuss. I was called from the line of my argument 
» reference to these figures for the purpose of trying, at least, to 
chow that, a8 Was said by the Senator from California [| Mr. Boot] 
vesterday, a misapprehension had gone before the country in refer- 
ence to thisamount. So far as the amount to be paid or not to be 
naid is concerned, it cuts but little or no figure in the discussion as 
+o whether the bill now proposed is better for examining frauds than 
the Jaw which at present exists. Ionly alluded to it for the purpose 
{ trying to have the country understand that there had been a mis- 
take made in this computation. 

Now, in reference to what I was saying about the suspicion that is 
veing spread over the country against every pensioner and every- 
ody who has anything to do with allowing pensions, I desire to 
read again from the report of the Commissioner of Pensions, from 
which it will appear that he characterizes every claim in his office 
as suspicious, and every man who has anything to do with its exam- 
nation as unqualified, and yet he appoints them. I read from the 
Commissioner’s report made in 1879, on page 6: 

The large sum of money which the claimant will receive upon the allowance of 

s claim and the ease with which a fraudulent claim may be manufactured con- 

tea powerful inducement to dishonest persons to present fraudulent claims, 
ese occupy the attention of the office in attempting to determine their merits, 
sht to be given to the meritorious claims, and thus, by the encouragement 
lent claims, the system operates to delay the others to sucha degree that 
y cases it results in a practical denial of justice. And the pursuit of the 
y medical inquiries 1s little better than aw farce. ‘There are about seven- 
teen hundred surgeons, for the most part neighborhood practitioners, who make 
the examinations of the claimants in their respective neighborhoods, and report 
r condition to the Commissioner of Pensions, for which service they are paid 
the Government a fee of $1 (formerly $2) for each examination. 

Why does he say the medical examinations are little better than a 
iarce? Why does he say they are “ mainly neighborhood physicians?” 
Why does he use that term to make a contrast between those people 
who have to live in the country and make these examinations and 
another class of physicians? Is that the reason for it? He attempts 
tere to cast suspicion on the men he has himself appointed. Seven- 
teen hundred surgeons he has appointed to make these examinations, 
and yet he says these examinations, because made by neighborhood 
physicians, are not entitled to respect, and are little better than a 
farce. What did he appoint those physicians for? I say to you, as 
was well said by the Senator from Ohio when this question was being 
uscussed before, the very thing that this Commissioner advocates is 
‘0put your court, if you may call it a court, close to the pensioner to 
‘tamine him. If that is the reason why fraud should be avoided, the 
very fact that you have a physician who lives close to the pensioner, 
vio knows his wants, who knows his condition, who knows his char- 
icter and his habits, is more likely to know the truth about that pen- 
é hong a stranger who knows nothing about his habits or his 

ndltion, 

1h 

" herever you find this Commissioner speaking of these claims, he 
8 Gerision upon the very man whom he appoints himself tomake 
“\ &xamination. Why is this? It is done for the purpose, in my 
“ghent, of delaying the pensioner in getting hisclaim; for I think 

in demonstrate, and I will before I am through, that this law which 
| Propose is calculated to delay instead of facilitate the settlement 

‘pension claims, - 

hen let us see what he proposes in lieu of this. He wants to ap- 
; ating ter oe and forty more persons, perhaps, at a salary of 
measure ven then fees to be given to them; and then in the same 
eat etoint ee that he may appoint other surgeons, that he 
: altinte th t other boards of surgeons, that he may still increase and 
them in We Tepe Where will he appoint them? Will he appoint 
Where, then wile City and send them out West? Certainly not. 
hood surgeon or he appoint them?- He must appoint the neighbor- 
Till not that ee ae if he does his duty under the law. If so, 
physician fall 1€ appointment that he makes of the neighborhood 

‘| under the same charge that he makes here against them 


nyt 
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now? Theneighborhood physiciansare not competent, he intimates, to 
make the examination, and yet he provides for the very same thing 
being re-enacted into law, and they are to be reappointed by him- 
self. 

Let us go a little further with this examination. My friend from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] asked me a question about facilitating 
the examination of these cases. I desire to take up that part of the 
law that I was examining last night, and make an examination of it, 
and see whether or not it affords sufficient facilities now for the pur- 
pose of examining the claims of pensioners, that are now before the 
Pension Bureau, Yesterday it was stated that one of the objections was 
that ex parte testimony was taken in these cases. Why is it taken? 
The ex parte testimony that is taken under cover of secrecy is not the 
ex parte affidavit of the pensioner and his neighbor. Instead of ea 
parte evidence in favor of the pensioner, a great part of his evidence 
must be on record in the War Department, in the Surgeon-General’s 
Office ; the evidence of his comrades, the evidence of his family physi- 
cian, the evidence of his immediate neighbors who know of his habits, 
of his character, and of his disease are,only the ex parte statements. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. All that evidence, except the evi- 
dence on record in the War Department, is evidence in the form of ex 
parte affidavits. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly it is, all except that, but there is the basis 
for the claim. The basis is the record of this Government, and the 
other is merely cumulative testimony to support the record, except 
in cases where the record fails to show a fact that is to be proven by 
other testimony ; but when you talk about ex parte testimony I tell 
you where the secret, covert, ex parte testimony comes in, instead of 
being in favor of the pensioner it is that character of testimony which 
is taken by the special agent in secret against the pensioner; it is 
where the special agent slips around in the neighborhood and finds 
some enemy of the pensioner and takes his affidavit, without notice 
to the pensioner, and files it in the Pension Office. That is the charac- 
ter of the evidence resorted to on the part of the Government against 
the poor, diseased soldier, and that is filed here without notice to 
him or without his knowledge in any way whatever. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. This amendment proposes to do 
away with that which the Senator is now denouncing. 

Mr. LOGAN. It proposes to do away with it, but while Senators 
denounce the ex parte statements in favor of the soldier that are based 
on the records of the country where he shed his blood or contracted 
disease for the benetit of this great Republic, and these people tell 
the tale on both sides, that secret testimony is collected against the 
soldier and not in his favor. If there have ever been hardships and 
embarrassments thrown in the way of men it has been in the way of 
these men in reference to obtaining what they believe is their just 
due from this Government by having everything thrown in their way. 
If your Pension Office cannot do the work give them clerks enough 
to doit. It is the fault of Congress that there is not a sufficient 
number there employed to do the work as it is required to be done, 
and it is not the fault of the poor soldier. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. No one is blaming the poor soldier. 

Mr. LOGAN. Then if no one is blaming the soldier let the suspi- 
cions that have been cast on the record of the soldier by your officers 
be blotted out. Senators claim that there is no power under the law 
to take testimony except by taking it ex parte. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I have heard no such claim. 

Mr. LOGAN. Can theevidence now under the law be taken other- 
wise than ex parte? It certainly can. I hold in my hand two sec- 
tions of the Revised Statutes, one of which provides that— 

Any head of a Department or bureau in which a claim against the United States 
is properly pending may apply to any judge or clerk of any court of the United 
States in any State, District, or Territory— 
in the United States, and require witnesses to appear before them 
and take, not their affidavits, but bring them up and have them ex- 
amined, have their evidence taken as it would in a chancery case, 
have it taken by a commissioner, by a court, by a clerk, where both 
sides may be heard. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
refer ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Section 184 of the Revised Statutes. It applies to 
claims, and gives authority to any bureau in the Government to do 
it. A claim for a pension is a claim against the Government, and 
there is ampie power and ample authority to take your testimony be- 
fore a commissioner, before a court, before a clerk, and take it where 
both sides can be heard. What more, then, does the laws require 
than that? 

Let me go alittle further. If this system that is to be inaugurated 
is such a grand improvement on the present system why has not the 
Commissioner of Pensions established this under the law here already 
in the District of Columbia? Under this very section of the statutes 
he might have had every pensioner sworn in the District of Columbia 
before a court; he might have had every witness sworn before a court 
or before a clerk; he might have instituted cross examinations; he 
might have brought them before the board of surgeons that are in his 
office for examination. Why did he not do that, if he suspected any 
of these cases, for the purpose of demonstrating to the country that 
the system which he now proposes is one that will be beneficial to the 
country ? 


To what section does the Senator 
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I call the attention of the Senate to secti 1775 of the Revised 














Statutes, which is the law as it now stands: 

Examining surgeons duly appointed by the Commissio1 of Pensions, and such 
other alified surgeons as may be employed the Pension Off may be reé 
juired by him, from time to tin as he deems fort erni t 
to make special exar inations of pensioners— 

, : - 9 f ; , ly 

Not to make special examinations of applicants for] ot 
pensioners who are now on the ro] I 
or applicants for ] 

It includes nov h the applicant f pens é 
and such examinations shall ha precedet over previous examina ns, whether 
special or biennial; but wher ijustice i eged to have been dor exatr i 
tion so ordered, the Commissioner of Pensi et ‘ 1 board 
of three duly appointed examining surgeons, who sh eet ) desig 
nated by him, and ill review such cases as may é ) 1¢ 
peal from any special examination, and the decision of such board shail be 
on the question 80 sub tted t reto, providedt Co t sa 

What do you propose by your itute You propose by your 

7 | 7 ! 


E } enieelion : ee Me 
substitute that a lawyer and asurgeon shall be pointed in each 





congressional district ; that these pensioners may be brought before 
them for the purpose of being examined ; and that when they are 
brought before them the evidence shall be heard. You also propose by 
your substitute to appoint three surgeons in any district at any time 
important. The law now 





the Commissioner of Pensions may deem 
authorizes him to do the same thing The law now authorizes every 
pensioner to go before a board that the Commissioner of Pensions 
shall suggest, in order that the surgeon shall examine him ; that they 
shall hear evidence; that they shall decide the case, either of the 
applicant or the pensioner; and when they have decided the case it 
shall be fina], unless the Commissioner of Pensions shall reverse it. 
That is all you propose by your board. By your board of judges, wher 
the case shall be examined, it shall be submitted to the Commissioner: 
of Pensions, and he may agree to it or disagree to it as his mind ma 
incline him. Then sectin 4776 provides- 

The Secretary of the Interior is anthorized to appoint a duly qualified surgeon as 


medical referee, who, under the control and direction of the Commissioner of Pen 


sions, shall have charge of the examination and revision of the reports of exan 








ing surgeons, and such other duties touching medical and surgical questions in the 
Pension Office as the interests of the service may demand; and his salary shall be 
$2,500 per annum And the Secretary of the Interior is further authorized to ap 


point suc h qualified surgeons (not exceeding four) as the exis 


} 
encies of the service 
may require, who may perform the duties of examining surgeons when so required, 








and who shall be borne upon the rolls as clerks of the fourth cla L appoint 
ments shall not increase the clerical force of sai 

There again, beside the board of surgeons that your Commissionet 
of Pensions has aright to appoint in every district in the United 


l 

States under the present law, to call pensioners before them and ex- 
amine them, try them, test them in every possible way, you have 
other surgeons who may be appointed by the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, who shall revise and review the decision of these surgeons, and 
this surgeon is to be a part of the Bureau of the Commissioner of 
Pensions. The same thing occurs in your substitute. You do not 
provide for any final action, except by the Commissioner. He must 
finally decide whether a pension is allowed or not, but after your 
board has examined him, after your lawyer has questioned him, after 
your surgeon has decided his case, it then goes through these men 
and goes to the Commissioner of Pensions for final action, just as the 
law is now. 


Section 4 t 


— ’ } thy 
44 provides tThat— 





The Commissioner of Pensions is empowered to appoint, at his discretion, civil 


surgeons to make the periodical examination of pensioners which are or may be 








required by law, and toexamine applicants for pensions where he deems an exam- 
ination by a surgeon appointed by him necessary ; and the fee for such examinations 
and the requisite certificates thereof, in duplicate, including postage onsuch as are 
transmitted to pension agents, shall be $2, which shall be he agent for 





paying pensions in the district within which the pensioner or claimant resides out 
of any money appropriated for the payment of pensions, under s regulations as 
the Commissioner of Pensions may prescribe 
Besides the board of surgeons, besides the special agents that he 
il \ } i 1 “7 
may detail from his office, besides all these he has a right still to ap- 





point special persons for the purpose of going where he desires, and 
making examinations of these pensioners and of the applicants. What 
more, let me ask, must the pensioners undergo? What more critical 
examination do you desire? What isthere now that is wanting? If 
you can appoint 
and examine witnesses, call the courts in, the clerk of the court and 
commissioner, all of these things, for the purpose of giving proper 
information, what more, in God’s name, is the poor pensioner required 
to go through than is in this law if is complied with by the Com- 
missioner of Pensions ? 

I do not wish to be over-tedious in this matter, but I do feel some- 
what in reference to it, not for the reasons attempted to be attributed 
to Senators generally who do not agree with the committee, or with 
the Senator who proposes the amendment, but because I believe it to 
be in the interest of the Government, as well as of the pensioners, to 
have the law executed as it stands without trying new machinery 
before we know anything about how it will work. 

Mr. President, I desire to examine this proposed amendment now 
in detail. I presume they have all read it very carefully ; I presume 
they understand it very thoroughly; they may understand it better 
than I, but I desire to give it a fair examination and see what it does 
propose. I especially call the attention of two Senators who were so 
desirous of assisting me yesterday to the provisions of this proposed 





boards of surgeons, special surgeons, special agents, 
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| sioner of Pensions to exami 


the examiners 


FEBRUARY 5. 


amendment. I ask the Clerk to read the first section of the 


ment comment ing at line 3, and to read so that Senato: 
hao i 
stand lit 


is i! 
The Chief Clerk read as follows 


a 





Sec. 3. That there shall be appointed by the Secr 









congressional distri sion examiner, wl 



















the lav | of not less ive years’ experience ir 
, : 11 , 1 ‘ T 
He shall also appoint, in each of said districts, a per who « 
had not inten vears experience in the pra 
That the examiner and surgeon in each district shall vlherents 
lita yarties: And 1 led J ther Phat when t ) 
lated it ty or other densely populated locality 1 : 
pens oners t is ¢ 
and the ¢ t 
aminers sional « 
the num 
oTteach to pert tr ) 
ners a ® per 
a T ; 
the R ri } 
pointed l I 3 
th eltices 1 
Mr. LOGAN l ie 
the amend: 
The ¢ ef { 
S 1, That the pens 3 ar ensio rgeons 
this act sha wthorizea ister Oatus to pension ¢ 
il g to the prosecution a d set me ( 
and bounty ts, or inquiry in relation thers 
tions and re be prescribed bv the Commissioner of Pens 


the declai 
such claims 


of such pensioners and pens 





ny of pensioners and claimants and of + 


mai 






4 } y x } , 
mants as he may be 1 r the ( 


ike report thereor 


ed to writir 





languag m he deponents, and shall be subscribed and swo; 
| witnesses Ch ners and surgeons shall together visit « 


| employ a clerk, the second section says, who is authorized 


ften as three times in each year, unless ¢ 
r of Pensions, for the purpose of perf 


1 shall also, for the same purpose , visit s 


their respect 








rected by the ( 





prescrived by th 






in their respective districts, from time to time, as they shall | 
Commissioner of Pensions to visit ; and whenever any pension 
ness, whose presence before the cxaminer or surgeon is neces t 








termination of a matter pending before the Commissioner o n 
bility, be unable to travel to an appointed pla 

1 surgeon, the Commissioner of Pensions may « 

of the case may seem to require, to visit 

claimant or witness, as the case may be, and take such disabled persor 

or make the required medical examination, and the Commissioner of Pe 


cause of illness or di 
before tl 


or both, as the necessitie 









examine! 








authorized to detail from time to time clerks in his ottice to aid the exa 
surgeon in any district in the performance of their duties under this 
his judgment, the exigencies of the service require such 
detailed shall have power to administer oaths and examine witnesses 
Mr. LOGAN. Yesterday the Senator from Rhode Island s 
1} +] 


would like to know why this would be more expensive t 
ner in which we proceed now, and the difliculties that wi 
in the execution of this law. I should like to call hi 
to these two sections. First, you appoint a lawyer who has h 
years’ experience, and you pay him $3 a day, and he is to visit 
county seat in a congressional district three times or more an! 
One of the congressional districts in my State has ten counties 
Three dollars per day is what you propose to pay him, except ists 
You cannot find any lawyer who would perform this duty ior } 
day, taking him from his practice and traveling to each county seat 
I do not think you can find lawyers in the State who would pert 
that duty who are known and recognized as lawyers of any em! 
in the profession. How are you going to pay them a sufficient salary 
Why, we are going to pay them fees. What kind of fees? Youa 
going to pay them fifty cents for every oath that is administ 
you are going to pay them fifty cents for every affidavit 












So with the surgeons. You are going to have a surgeo! 
had ten years’ practice, and you are going to pay him $3aday. 4n¢ 


you are going to pay him fees also. What these fees will am 


I do not know, neither will the man whom you appoint know,! 





can any one tell. What are these two men todo? One ls to 
democrat, and the other is to be a republican. I suppose it 1s lor 


purpose of getting up the politics of the district on either sid 
cannot see any other reason that there is for the passage of this ame! 
ment. oe 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. One might be a greenbackel 
the other a socialist, and as the socialistic party 1s prett) np 
Illinois, quite likely the Senator might be favored with the 
ment of one belonging to that party. — 

Mr. LOGAN. I have nothing to say about who shail app 
That is not the point. Noram I discussing their politics; but I 
mentioned that fact. Then what else? They are to bold a 
three times or more in each county seat. For what purpose’ 
the purpose of examining pensioners and witnesses, and if a wi 
is sick they must goto his house. If he lives off thirty mau ; 
makes no difference, they are to travel to his house. All of thes 


things are to be performed by these two men. They are cen ; 
; . to swea 





reas 


witnesses and to take down the proceedings. Will any man ~ a 
any two persons, a judge or a lawyer and a medical ofiicer, _S 
sach county seat and examine the pensioners In a State where o 
are twenty, twenty-two, or twenty-three thousand pensioners ' 
they may examine all, because the law authorizes it to be 
required. 


jane 
» Gort 
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Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. There is nothing in the proposed 
vendment limiting the time to three days. They would be author- 
ed under it to sit as long as necessary. ies 
“Mr. KIRKWOOD. I was about to ask the Senator from Illinois if 
». understood that these physicians were confined to one day on each 
‘ecasion in their visits to county seats ! 

Mr, LOGAN. No; three days, I understand. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. No; they are to go three times in the course of 
sha vear, and they may sit a month or six weeks or two months each 
sma, if necessity requires, as I understand. 

"Mr. LOGAN. Very well. 

Mr. KIRKW Ot yD. They are to go three times in the course of a 
eri LOGAN. As they shall be directed by the Commissioner. Sup- 
»ae they go there and sit a whole year in a congressional district at 
‘dollars a day, that is what you propose to pay them, I believe, do 
i believe you can get a good lawyer to do that? 

"vr, KIRKWOOD. I will answer after awhile. 

Mr, LOGAN. I am sorry the Senator is disinclined to answer, but 
ot makes no difference. This is the proposition that you have 

You authorize the Commissioner of Pensions to establish a 
of surgeons, besides those in the district, if he desires. Not 


that 
Liat 





mace. 


board 


oply that, but you provide that all the authority which these men | 


era to have is to be given hereafter. Do you know what authority 
the Commissioner of Pensions will give? The Senator from Iowa 
oars he will answer after awhile. i desire him to answer, when he 
proposes to answer, what authority is given here for the subpenaing 
of witnesses? What authority is given here for the bringing of wit- 
nesses before this court? What authority is given here for punish- 
ing witnesses if they fail to attend? 
who shall go and subpena and summon witnesses? How do you 
provide for it? How is a poor pensioner to get his witnesses? Do 
you provide for bringing his witnesses up before this court that they 
may besworn? Do you provide for paying his witnesses? Do you 
provide for any expense on his part? You provide no such thing. 
Not only that, but with the amendment that was offered this morn- 
ing every case in the Pension Office that has not been decided will 
be referred by the Commissioner of Pensions back to the congres- 
sional district to be examined by this court that you propose to or- 
ganize if the Commissioner desires so to do. Is not that true? 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Ido not know what amendment the gentleman 
alludes to. That is not the bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is the bill, and an amendment was proposed 
this morning that this money should not be paid except under this 
provision. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I do not know anything about an amendment 
offered this morning. I am speaking of the bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am speaking of it as it stands now, with an amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Virginia, that every case that is now 
n the Pension Office may be sent before this board by the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. 
offered. 


Mr. LOGAN. 


I do not know anything about the amendment 


Even your own bill will allow that. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. No. 
Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. It is no more contemplated that that shall be 
done than that a decision of the Supreme Court of the United States 
shall be overruled. p 

Mr. LOGAN. It is contemplated that they are to act under in- 
structions from the Commissioner of Pensions, and the Commissioner 
of Pensions may make any set of instructions he pleases under this 
measure, and you give him the authority to do it, and when he casts 
4 suspicion by his report over every claim in the Pension Bureau why 
will he not send them before this tribunal that you propose to erect 
for the purpose of trying these pensioners who have served their 
country and whose claims ? 


lw are pending ? 
Mr. KIRKWOOD, I will answer in time. 


Mr. LOGAN. Very well; I hope the Senator will. 
; Whenever any pensioner, claimant, or witness, whose presence before the ex- 
tele ae Surgeon is necessary to the proper determination of a matter pending 
unable te tesmnnisaloner of Pensions shall, because of illness or disability, be 
the nn to an appointed place to appear before the examinerand surgeon, 
RAY soem a, of Pensions may direct one or both, as the necessities of the case 
be, and take Tequire, to visit such pensioner, claimant, or witness, as the case may 

ake such disabled person's testimony, or make the required medical ex- 


amination, 
am that contemplate the claims which are before the Pension 
as mn That is what it says. Yet the Senator says that it does 
wan . any such thing. You establish a court without providing 
of Otadiee ans the pensioner, without providing for the manner 
tachment. f2 is testimony, without providing for subpe@na, for at- 
the expens a bring witnesses, for the hotel expenses, for 
pain 86 . the witnesses in any way whatever on the side of the 
ie CAMERGN expect this court to proceed to his examination. 
sions, which a , of Wisconsin. The present law in relation to pen- 
any of 1@ Senator commends so highly, does not provide for 
itp those things. 
ured = this substitute is to be better than the law as it 
t. CANE cording to the Senator's theory. 
RON, of Wisconsin. I think it is. 


XI—_79 


What otticer do you provide | 


Mr. LOGAN. I think it is not. Under the provision as it now 
exists the pensioner at his home takes his testimony before a neigh 
boring justice of the peace, as he and you have no power to bring 
him, but you have power if they come voluntarily to examine them 
and no other power except as your Commissioner may instruct them 
I will say to my friend,the Senator from Wisconsin, it will be 





b 
gala day when this court, established by Congress for the trial of 
the pensioner in this country, shall meet in some county seat, and 


when the clerk whom you provide as one of the court to administer 
oaths shall go to the door of the court-house and announce, “ Ob 
yes! Oh, yes! Oh, yes! The pension court is now open for the pur 
pose of examining pensioners to see if they are frauds and are not 
stealing money from the Government!”’ Then I should like to see 
the soldier with one crutch, the soldier with two crutches, the no 
legged soldier, the one-armed soldier, the one-eyed soldier, the bowed 
down soldier, the poor widow and the poor orphan, all struggling for 
the door of that court that they might appear to show that they 
were not frauds upon this mighty Government of ours. Oh, it wil 
be a grand scene. There they will sit on the bench and there the 
will say to the one-legged soldier, ‘‘ Did you get your leg shot off in 
?” as my friend from Wiscon 


a battle or in a brawl in some saloon ? 
sin suggested the other day, if it should occur that way. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Senator from Illinois allow me a single 
moment ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I want to vote understandingly, and it to 
me that the Senator in discussing this point has omitted to state one 
thing that impresses itself upon my mind. By the present law, if | 
am right, the applicant for a pension takes the evidence of his wit- 
ness at his home, it is sworn to before a justice of the peace, and the 
proper certificate is annexed, and it is forwarded here. By this bil 
the witness is to appear before this proposed court. The county in 


seems 


which I live is two or three hundred miles long. That court wil 
sit at Bangor, the most southerly town in the county save one. The 


witnesses and the parties live one hundred and fifty miles away. 
Under the present law the applicant could have his evidence taken 
at home. Now, I ask the Senator if there is no provision made in 
the bill, how is the soldier to get his witness that one hundred and 
fifty miles in the same county? 

Mr. LOGAN. Just as I was stating a few moments ago, I wi 
to the Senator—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. I did not hear the Senator. 

Mr. LOGAN. There is no provision whatever for him to get his 
witnesses there unless they are willing to go. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
cant ? 

Mr. LOGAN. There is no provision in this bill at all to bring the 
witnesses of the poor soldier before this court unless he brings them 
there himself at his ownexpense. So it is in the State where I live, 
in some counties, where they would have to travel twenty-five o1 
thirty miles and take their witnesses with them if they could get 
them to go; but under the law as it stands now, as I said, they may 
be examined by a surgeon, appointed by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, who lives in the neighborhood, and he has to be a surgeon of 
good qualification. The Commissioner of Pensions refuses to appoint 
surgeons to examine pensioners unless they are surgeons with a good 
reputation ; and in fact there are hardly any of them but what are 
graduates of a medical college. This is the class usually appointed 
He can be examined at home, his evidence can be taken at his home, 
and it was so provided in the tenderness of the law at the time when 
the law was passed, when Congress was looking somewhat to the 
pensioner and not hunting something against him, and they passed 
a law to accommodate him in the manner of getting his evidence 
Why is that right, and why is it just ? The majority of the soldiers 
as is well known, are poor. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques 
tion in regard to the question put to him by the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. LOGAN. If the Senator would have answered me 
have been much obliged. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The question of the Senator from Maine has not 
been answered, and I thought 

Mr. LOGAN. I will try to answer itifIcan. My ability may 
be sufticient, but I will try todoit. I wasspeaking of the convenienc 
of the soldier at the time when people thought there was something 
in making it convenient for soldiers, but since we have been treated 
to so many doses of suspicion here lately about soldiers we try to find 
some way how not to do it instead of some way how todo it. We try 
to find some way how not to allow a pensioner his claim instead of 
finding some way to allow it if he is entitled to it 

As I was stating about the convenience of soldiers, the soldiers 
generally are poor men. This country was not entirely saved by the 
wealthy men of the country. The majority of the men who carried 
their muskets, and whom I stand here to defend to-day, were poo: 
men. The majority of them to-day are not men as well qualified 
business matters and in law as some Senators here. They are not 
the character of men to be dragged thirty or forty or fifty miles at 
the mere whim or caprice of the Commissioner of Pensions or the 
surgeon or the lawyer. They are not the men who can afford it; 
they cannot afford the time. The great majority of them are labor 
ing-men ; and yet everyinconvenience that can be placed in the road 
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This bill, then, is just so much worse for the appli 
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of the soldier in obtaining a pension is tried in this amendment, pro- 
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posed by the Senator from Virginia at the suggestion of the Commis- | 


sioner of Pensions. 

Mr. WITHERS. I beg the Senator’s pardon, i 
ggestion of the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, the Committee on Pensions. Iwill only 
the statement 60 as to apply to the Committee on Pensious. 

a much higher authority than the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. WITHERS. It isto me, sir. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly; I agree to that. It will be found, as I 
stated, after the pensioner has been told by the passage of this law 
that he is to be examined, that his old, crippled leg is to be looked 
at again, that his wounds are to be re-examined, that his disease has 
got to come under a critical examination again to see if he is nota 
fraud, after he has been alarmed, then the evidence is taken. What 
is done with it? Is that a finality? No, sir. When the evidence is 
taken by this board, or this judge or lawyer, or this surgeon, or this 
court—I do not know what you call it, therefore I will give it all 
the chances of a name—it is then to be submitted to these surgeons 
in the Pension Department, and then to the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions again to be re-proved. It goes through all these different pro- 
cesses before it becomes a finality, and before the pensioner can under- 
stand whether he is to be allowed to remain on the pension-roll or 
whether his claim is to be allowed or rejected. 

Now, in reference to the evidence, and the Senator from Iowa was 
going to respond in this particular about witnesses whose evidence 
could not be obtained. I was speaking of the soldier being required 
to give his testimony. Why? Because hecould obtain it; but where 
the evidence cannot be obtained then the Commissioner may provide 
If the man is sick or if he is unable to appear, then the Com- 
missioner may provide some other mode. I ask the Senator from 
Iowa and all Senators who wish this bill to be passed, why not pro- 
Why not put it in your bill that these witnesses 
It isnot sofound in the 


su 
hange 
change 


That is 


means. 


vide it in the bill ? 
ehal! go at the expense of the Government ? 
bill. The Commissioner of Pensions is— 

Required to make convenient rules and regulations for the making of such med- 

i] examinations and for the obtaining of such testimony, and to that end may 
designate any surgeon convenient to the pensioner or claimant, to make the med- 
cal examination, and any officer authorized to administer oaths convenient to the 
proposed witnesses to take such testimony. 


o may do that The Commissioner of Pensions. Who knows 
rules he may make, or how convenient or inconvenient he may 
make them for the pensioner, or how expensive ? 

Sir, by the law now, he can take his evidence at his home or have 
his examination at his home; let it so remain, and if that is the cor- 
rect mode of doing it, why change it? If it is not the correct mode 
of doing it, why put it in this bill that the Commissioner may make 
rules, &c., for this purpose ? 

The amendment provides further : 

That the Commissioner of Pensions is hereby authorized and required to provide 

y suitable regulations for organizing and convening boards of three pension sur- 
geons in each pension district, to which appeals may be taken by any pensioner or 
pension claimant who may feel himself aggrieved by the examination of a single 
surgeor 

Why do you provide that? If you provide a court for the purpose 
of deciding these questions and then if it passed from that decision 
to the Commissioner ef Pensions why do you provide another board ? 
Here, after providing for your lawyer and for your surgeon you pro- 
vide that the Commissioner of Pensions can appoint another board of 
three surgeons, for what? To appeal to, and then from them to ap- 
peal to the surgeons here, then tothe Commissioner of Pensions. All 
these things are provided. Sir, thisonly smacksof delay. If the sol- 
dier fails to take all these steps he may be told that he ought to have 
appealed to the board of surgeons. Further the amendment pro- 
vices 

That if any invalid pensioner shall think his pension is not commensurate with 

ee of his disability, either because it has been improperly rated by the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, or because the disability for which he was pensioned has 
increased, or because he has another disability incurred in the service for which 





the deg i 


he is not pensioned, he may apply to the Commissioner of Pensions for an increase 
of his pens) 

That } ' ] t . } ? hant +} 2 . 

Ahat he « ao hoy i it goes on and pr V1GeS avOUt LHe rates, 
Ai Farther the amendment provides— 

Chat if, after a pension has been allowed, the Commissioner of Pensions shall 


ave good cause to believe that the same has been procured through fraud or mis- 
epresentation, or for any other reason is of opinion that it ought not to continue, 


e shall cause the case to be investigated by the examiner or surgeon, or by both act- 
together, of the district where the claimant or witnesses reside. 
Phat is the law now. He has the power to examine this now by 


one of his clerks, by a special agent, by asurgeon, by a board of sur- 
geons. He has all that power by the present law. 

Mr. WITHERS. The Senator is satisfied, then, with that feature ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I say it is in the present law. Is it not? 

Mr. WITHERS. Substantially it is, and many other of the pro- 
visions of the amendment are in the present law. 

Mr. LOGAN. If there are many other provisions of the law in the 
amendment, why do you change it? Why not leave the law with 
these provisions; or 1s itdone merely tomake achange? Is it merely 
to make the country think that you have made entirely a new law 


when you are copying much of the old one into this amendment in | agents than you can by bringing them up before a court. 


fis reported at the } 








order to carry it through? Is that the object? Then the amend 
. < < Shum 
provides— 

That section 4776 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 
lows: ‘‘ The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to appoint 
geon as medical referee, who shall have been in the active practice of 
and surgery for at least ten years, who shall perform suck duties in the ajina.— 
of pension claims as shall be prescribed by the Commissioner of Pens one p 


SO 48 tO read as ¢ 
a duly qualif 








You have the medical referee now. 

Mr. WITHERS. The Senator is satisfied with that feature ? 

Mr. LOGAN. You have it now; then why put it in here? 

Mr. WITHERS. Because we wanted it in. 

Mr. LOGAN. The amendment further provides— 

That the following fees shall be paid to pension examiners pension s 
and other surgeons and magistrates for services rendered under the pro oud 
this act in pursuance of the directions of the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Taking a declaration in a pension or bounty-land claim, including pr 
of the same when required, fifty cents. oa 

For examining any witness, and reducing the testimony to writine «+f 

Making a medical examination of a pensioner or pension claimant, inelnd 
taking of such statement from the person examined as shall be ri q sired 
Commissioner of Pensions, $2.50. =— 

Actual traveling expenses, and an amount in addition, to be fixed by ¢ 
missioner of Pensions, not exceeding $3, for visiting disabled pension “ 
or witnesses as provided in section 2. : 

To members of boards, organized under the provisions of section 4, thei 
traveling expenses and $3 per day each for the time actually in attendance 
such boards. : 

Such of the above fees as the Commissioner of Pensions may allow shall he paid 
by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That the Commissioner of Pensions 
shall approve no bills for fees except upon the receipt by him at his office of 1 
testimony and reports showing the performance of the services, accompanied b 
triplicate bills showing in detail each service for which charge is made. 

The Secretary of the Interior shall embody in his annual report a detai 
ment of the expenditures under this act during the fiscal year, which sha 
tain: 

_ First. The names and residences of all persons to whom any money has been } 
for services rendered within the year, and for what service. ; : 

Second. The names and residences of examiners and surgeons appointed, or ¥ 
resigned or were dismissed within the year. 

Third. The number of meetings and the places thereof of boards of surge 
and the number of examinations made by them. 

Fourth. The whole number of pensioners and claimants respectively, examined 
by the pension surgeons and by other surgeons. 

Fifth. The whole number of pension claims settled by admission and rejection 
respectively. 

Sixth. Such other matter as he may deem necessary for a full understanding of 
the operations of the Pension Office under this act. 

Then the last section provides for the repeal of all of these sections 
of the pension law which I have read that exist now in the old law: 

Sections 4744, 4771, 4772, 4773, 4774, 4775, and 4777 of the Revised Statutes are 
hereby repealed, to take effect June 30, 1880. 

Finally, then, they repeal all these sections in which all of these 
propositions are included which I have stated in the examination of 
pensioners and in the review of claims. 

Mr. President, I said yesterday evening my judgment is that you 
can find no person to perform this duty who is eligible under this pro- 
posed law, a good lawyer with five years’ practice, a good surgeon 
with ten years’ practice; that none of these persons will perform this 
duty for less than $3,000 a year. You make it a burdensome ma- 
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chinery, you make it an expensive system; not only expensive to the 
Government but inconvenient to the soldier; and in fact by this 
starting through the country as you propose to do, it is entirely a 
change of all the machinery in reference to pensions in this Govern- 
ment from the time the Government began up to the present ti! 

Why is this change required? Because of frauds outside. If you 
desire to ferret out frauds, and if that is the object of this amend 
ment, let me suggest that if you will take the class of men tha 
desire for surgeons and for lawyers under this proposed measure, aud 
give them a fair salary, and put them at the head of your divisions 
in the Pension Office, and give them a sufficient number of clerks to 
do the work in that office, you will accomplish exactly what you 
desire without establishing this kind of cumbersome machinery tor 
the purpose of making a court all over the country to alarm ai 
scare all the pensioners in the country. Why not ferret out irauds 
as they do tn the Internal Revenue Bureau? The way frauds are 
ferreted out in the Internal Revenue Bureau is by special agents, 
examining particular cases, by examining certain persons, by tacing 
a certain character of evidence, and having certain powers vestec! 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue—the same powers tle law 
as it now exists gives to Commissioners of Pensions; give them the 
force, all that any one who is competent to perform the duties 
that office should require for the purpose of ferreting out frauds 
pension claims the same as any other claim. 

Mr. President, one word in reply to what was said yesterday 4 
frauds. , 


I do not believe there are so many frauds as are charge 

That there are frauds I cannot doubt, although I know of none Hy 
self, as there are frauds in all kinds of business. There is no chara 
ter of business connected with this Government, or any other gov' ~a 
ment, in which there are not frauds perpetrated. Of course there 
ought to be as few as possible. I will go as far as any man ih" 
Senate Chamber to ferret out frauds, and my desire is that they = 
be detected. But your machinery will not doit. You have got! 

ferret out frauds inadifferent way. You have got to ferret out — 
by making your examinations by agents, and by having se 
agents for that purpose, and by examining the neighbors and peop!®, 


y > ae Beaten 2m by 
and you can find them much more readily by examining va ail 
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FEBRUARY D, 


ent 





s 

















1881. 


«4 very few men who will go before a court to denounce their neigh- 
sae draws a pension, but the man might quietly tell you of it if 
vy wo to him, and let the Commissioner of Pensions be notified, so 

+he may send his surgeon to examine him or his agent to take 
awe there are fewer frauds than a great many people imagine. 
e it for the reason I stated yesterday. I believe it because at 





oe +wo-thirds of the soldiers who went into the field that are alive 
>~ are suffering under some kind of disability, and the only 
able is that as years pass away and the veil is drawn between the 
ke of battle and time we find less consideration for the poor man 


sen we found in the days gone by. It is not so well for a Senator 
sand and defend the soldier to-day as it was in years gone by. 
con soldiers have got so that they suspect the other soldiers. I am 
~ ee to sav it. No public sentiment, however loud it may appeal 
einst the misfortunes of this class of people, will ever cause me to 
1 k fre m my duty in their defense when they are assaulted as they 
ve been in reports and in speeches all over the country. In some 
of the public speeches they have been denounced; in some of the pub- 
¢ papers and prints they have been denounced as tramps and men- 
‘icants, and it is caught up and considered the public sentiment of 
‘be country. Therefore it has got to be that the cry of fraud is 
8 nst all applicants as the hand of Ishmael was against his fellows. 
““Tremember a case (and I am not stating it by way of criticism of 
she Pension Office) in a little town where I once resided. A poor 
coldier, less than a year ago, was on his bed from disease contracted 
» the Army, and he had not been out of his bed for five years. His 
neighbors all believed his disease was contracted in the Army. He 
did nothave a dollar in the world. I was sent for by him and I went 
to his house. He had but a few old pieces of quilts on boards to lie 
on, and his little daughter only about twelve years old, the only re- 
maining one of his family to stay with him and wait upon him. 
With all his neighbors believing that he contracted disease in the 
service, that it came from the measles, because that man did not go 
to a hospital and did not have the certificate of a hospital surgeon, he 
was denied a pension. There are plenty of cases of that kind. Sus- 
nicion is cast upon that man, and why? Because he staid in his 
tent and suffered with that disease rather than go to a hospital, and 
because his comrades or messmates were either dead or where he 
could not findthem, and he has suffered on as he does there in his agony 
to-day. There are thousands of cases of that kind. There may be 
some pension claims which are fradulent, but with that man suffering 
fter passing through the war as he did, and believing as I do that 
he is entitled to a pension, I should have granted him a pension 
rhether there were a surgeon’s certificate to prove that he was in a 
spital ornot. Do those who sympathize with men in that condi- 
tion want to defraud the Government out of a penny? No, sir, it is 
tthat. It iswhen you receive six and seven letters from the Pen- 
on Office in one solitary case, telling you the same thing every time, 
thout the change of a letter or a word, stereotyped phrases, that 
the case will be examined by and by—in the sweet by and by we 
| come to this case and then we will consider it. It is these things 
at cause men to think that the soldiers are not fairly treated. 
More than that, if the Senator from Virginia will inquire as to how 
wany pensions have been granted in the last twelve months, if he 
will go to the Pension Office and see how many were granted this 
mouth and how many the next month, and so on, and see how many 
cases Were examined in January, how many in February, and then 
Low many in October, he may form a correct opinion as to how many 
uld be examined if they would try. When an office can examine 
‘0 many more claims in one month than it can in any other month, I 
nly suspect that they do not examine them any faster than they are 
red to, 
lt has been the attempt for the last two or three years to find some 
Way to prevent the honest pensioner from getting his pension. This 
iy is tor the purpose of suspending everything. Organize a little 
tt with a lawyer and a doctor; start them passing around the 
country; have it placarded as they go, “All pensioners are notified 
lat We are coming; we are on our way to examine them.” Herald 
‘t through the country that the Senate of the United States and the 
ouse of Representatives have found a way by which persons can- 
get a pension except by passing the severest ordeal, and that 
~ delay them until many shall pass away. 
i your very bill you provide no machinery whatever except a 
an You leave all else to the Commis- 
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t and a lawyer and a clerk. 
ner of Pensions. He may make rules; he may make instructions ; 
* bay make regulations; he may make your law for you. You do 
cae it, but give him the opportunity. Thatis, you say to him, 
*,, ~olimissioner of Pensions, do as you please; go where you please; 
~_.“S you have a mind to; declare what you want, and have it car- 
yo lt That is your proposition, and that is all you propose. 
ay udgment is just as I stated it this morning, that the old law 
lay with oh Commissioner of Pensions would be better than a new 
ieee old C ommissioner of Pensions. Get a man who willexe- 
aud it is the fn it stands. Give him enough clerks to do the work, 
that, If he vam of Congress that he has not got them. Give him 
tease their a men of more capacity for examjners than he has, 
ry for the Salary, and then you will have done all that is neces- 
© purpose of accomplishing that which you say you propose 
That is all it wants; that is all it lacks. — we Sere 
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I think the Commissioner of Pensions has become morbid on this 
subject. I will not say that he is insane on this question. He be- 
lieves every man is a thief who either swears for a claimant or is a 
claimant. As I stated this morning, his change from $25,000,000 to 


~ 


$710,000,000 shows that there is something wrong in the man; he is 
either a poor calculator or his mind is troubled on this subject. His 


figures are increasing a little too fast. 

I have no doubt the committee have been led to believe what they 
say, that this proposed law ought to be enacted. I do not believe it 
ought to be. I believe it will do harm, and for that reason I oppose 
it; but as I said I would at a proper time offer to increase the service 
so far as the clerical force is desired ; and if the Commissioner desires 
others with higher salaries as examiners, I should be willing to do 
that for the purpose of ferreting out frauds; but to give him this 
machinery that isasked here, merely for the purpose of an experiment, 
which will suspend every claim in the Pension Bureau almost until 
the machinery gets into operation, I am opposed to honestly, be- 
cause I think it will not be suited to the condition of things, or in 
any way an improvement, but a hinderance and delay. 

One word more and Iamdone. This measure wa: attempted to be 
passed through the Congress of the United States by a kind of out- 
side statement that claim agents were opposed to it. I do not doubt 
but what they are. I do not know that they are or are not, except 
what [have heard. I have never spoken toone. I know but one or 
two of them, and I have not seen those at this session, nor have I for 
years that I know of; but I should like to ask a question. What dif- 
ference does it make to the Government whether a soldier employs a 
man in Washington City to get his claim or whether he employs a 
man who lives in his neighborhood to get his claim? If the soldier 
thinks that the man in Washington City can urge his claim stronger 
than a man who lives at home, he has a right to employ him. Does 
that employment prove that the man is dishonest? Does that em- 
ployment prove that the man is acting fraudulently or trying to steal 
from the Government ? 

The very machinery that you establish now forces the soldier to 
employ a lawyer. He will employ one at home, perhaps, when he 
employs a lawyer there to get up his papers and present them to this 
court, and they are sent then to the Commissioner of Pensions to be 
revised, and if will necessitate him to employ another one here to urge 
his claim forward as fast as possible, for that is about all the duty they 
perform here. So I cannot understand what figure that cuts in this 


case. Senators say that claim agents want this, claim agents want 
that. Has it come to this, that men of intellect, men of mind, men 


of honor, men of nerve are so afraid of a claim agent that they must 
cry claim agent every time anything comes up? Ifa claim agent is 
for a thing that is right, why should you not vote forit? If a claim 
agent is against a thing because it is wrong, why should you not vote 
against it? I cannot understand that kind of argument. I never 
could understand the argument that is forced into cases, where a rea- 
son is given against a bill or for a bill that somebody else is for it or 
somebody else is against it. I never could understand that process 
of reasoning. I cannot understand, I know there is nobody in the 
Senate Chamber who is so contracted in his views as to be guided and 
governed by a thing of that kind. I say they only throw it in asa 
kind of make-weight. That must be it, because no man occupying a 
seat as a Senator would be affected in the least degree by what some 
individual would say for or against a bill, unless the reason he gave 
was a good one, no matter what his occupation might be. 

Now, sir, having said this much, I apologize to the Senate for hav- 
ing detained it so long. I have stated my views and my reasons for 
being against this amendment. I doit, as I have said, in the interest 
of the poor soldier. It certainly is no difference to me, so far as I am 
individually concerned. Whether you have a thousand surgeons and 
a thousand lawyers it will cut no figure whatever for me. I presume 
probably under the proposed system it would be less annoyance to 
me than under the present one, but what little annoyance it is tome 
to accommodate the poor men whom I represent by referring their 
papers is a pleasure. I am willing to do it for them, and I shall be 
found standing for them whenever I believe there is an attempt made 
to strike them down by trying to cast reflections upon them. I shall 
always remember while God lets me live the time when they marched 
under the banner of this great country, when they were seen in the 
smoke of battle, in the blaze of day,and in the darkness of night, 
wending their way along for your peace and safety and for 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Harris in the chair.) The Chair 
will state that the question submitted to the Senate was whether or 
not the amendment offered by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. W1ITH- 
ERS] some days since was in order under Rule 29. The question 
of order was raised by the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. TELLER. ] 
This morning the Senator from Virginia modified the amendment be- 
fore offered. Does the Chair understand the Senator from Colorado 
as still insisting upon or presenting the question of order? 

Mr. TELLER. The modification cannot, under any possible view 
of the case, affect the question of order. This is as much legislation 
with the modification as it was without. That is the question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair desired to know whether 
the question of order was still pending after the modification. 

Mr. TELLER. The question of order is still pending. I do not 
know whether this discussion is in order. I do not wish to object to 


mine 
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it. At the proper time I shall call the attention of the Senate to the 
fact that that is not the question to be voted on, and I shall be satis- 
fied. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I desire to detain the Senate a short time if it 
be their pleasure to remain—— 

Mr. HOAR. I desire, if the Senator from Iowa will permit me, to 
say that this bill has been discussed on its merits, although the only 
question before the Senate is the question of order. Having been so 
fully discussed on one side, it would be ungracious to make a question 
of order upon a Senator who addresses the Senate in reply; but in 


order that no personal complaint may be made, I give notice that | 


after the Senator from Iowa has concluded his remarks I shall raise 
the point. 

Mr. TELLER. I would have raised the question at once, but I 
understood that two Senators desired tospeak upon the measure, the 
Senator from Virginia and the Senator from West Virginia. There- 
fore I did not raise the question. Now we have gone into it, and of 


course it is right the discussion should go on till everybody that | 


wants to say his say has got through. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not think that all the business of the country 
which is pressing on our attention ought to be delayed, and many 
useful measures killed, by an indefinite discussion of this matter, 
which discussion itself proceeds by unanimous consent; but at the 
same time I certainly do not wish to raise the question at the present 
moment; I do not think it would be just. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I should like to ask the Senator from Massachu- 
setts under what rule he raised the point of order. 

Mr. PLUMB. I wish to offer an amendment to the pending bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be receivedand 
printed. 

Mr. WALLACE. I submit an amendment as a substitute for the 
proposition of the Senator from Virginia. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be received | 


and printed. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Mr. President 

Mr. ALLISON. My colleague has the floor,I believe. Idesire to 
ask my colleague if it would be as agreeable to him to go on on Mon- 
day morning. If so I would move that the Senate go into executive 
session. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. If it would not be trespassing on the patience 
of the Senate, I would prefer going on a little while this evening. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. But of course Iam entirely in submission to 
the wishes of the Senate in that regard. Something has been said in 
regard to stopping this discussion. I am not very familiar with the 
rules of the Senate, but I do not very well see how that can be done. 
If the question of order should be decided and it should be ruled that 
under the rules of order that question could not be discussed, the bill 
remains before the Senate, and I do not really know any way—my 
four years’ experience here has not taught meany way—in which the 
Senate can dictate to a Senator when discussing any bill what line 





of argument he shall pursue. So if the motion suggested by the Sen- | 


ator from Massachusetts should be offered and it should be ruled that 


yet the pension bill itself remaining is open to discussion, and I sup- 
pose we can discuss anything on that bill from this amendment to the 
state of affairs in Ireland. That is my judgment about it. NowlI 
submit to the Senate whether we ought to go on further to-day or not. 

Mr. TELLER rose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Iowa yield to 
the Senator from Colorado ? 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Yes. 

Mr. TELLER. I do not think the Senator cares about going on to- 
night. I want to call up a bill that will only take the time to read 


it. It is the bill (H. R. No. 6062) donating certain lands in Lake | 


County, State of Colorado, to the Veteran Union Association of Lead- 
ville, for hospital and burial purposes. I ask the Senate to take it 
up. It has passed the House, but it requires an amendment here, and 
it ought to be passed at once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will report the bill men- 
tioned by the Senator from Colorado by its title. 

The Chief Clerk read the title of the bill. 

Mr. COKE. I desire to say that I consent to nothing that shall dis- 
place the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If a motion were made and carried 
it would displace the unfinished business; but unanimous consent to 
consider another bill would not displace it. 

Mr. TELLER. I did not ask to make any motion; I only asked 
unanimous consent. I do not wish to displace the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there unanimous consent to lay 
aside the pending order for the purpose of considering the bill, the 
title of which has been read ? 

Mr. WALLACE. I shall not object to this bill, but I give notice 
that just as soon as the pension appropriation bill shall be got out of 
the road, I propose to take up the Post-Office appropriation bill, which 
is now awaiting the action of the Senate, and I shall not yield the 
floor when that time comes to anything else. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection to the 
present consideration of the bill called for by the Senator from Col- 
vrado. 





b | a grant of it for the purpose indicated. 
on the question of order the merits of the bill cannot be discussed, | 
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HOSPITAL AND BURIAL GROUND AT LEADVILLE 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to eoncs 
the bill (H. R. No. 6062) donating certain lands in Lake oom 
State of Colorado, to the Veteran Union Association of Leads ae 
hospital and burial purposes. en 
The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Lands wit 
amendment, in line 5, after the word “ Leadville.” to insert ign 


cessors and assigns ;” so as to read: 


That the following-described tract of land, situated in Lake Co, n 
of Colorado, be donated to the Veteran Union Association of Leadville it... 
sors and assigns, in said State, for the use and purpose of locat mia 
pital and cemetery 

Mr. MCDONALD. The Committee on Public Lands reporteg - 
bill back recommending its passage; but I should like the So. 
from Colorado to explain to the Senate, if he can, why there is 
cessity for so large a grave-yard at Leadville as this would in, 
That was the only objection I had to the bill. It seems t, 
proportioned to the size of the place. 

Mr. TELLER. One hundred and thirty acres is the amoyp: 
would say that the people of Leadville, by means of a voluntary 
ciation for the purpose of raising money by contribution, have erect. 
a building on this ground, which they call the “ Veteran Hospjtq) » 
It is a free public hospital. There are hundreds of people int 
country who have to have the privileges of the hospital. The 
a great many people going to that country, especially you 


ing thereor 


AiCate 


ass 


who go there without means, and the moment they are taken «jc 
they are objects of charity. The public charities of that city joo 
up this hospital. It occupies about thirty acres of this ground. 
a contract has been made with a burial association, that when +), 
get the title they will deed to the burial association fo; 4 
purposes the rest of it, and the people there have by contributioys 
fenced it and put paths through the small pine timber, and roads 
through the land, and built a house on it for the putting of the dead 


aul 


t 

in as they are brought there. It is to be used exclusively for that 
and nothing else. It is two and half miles from the town. it 
of the way of anybody, and there is nothing in it but the u 
pose stated in the bill. The value of the property was absolute! 
nothing when they took it up, for it was vacant land and could hay: 
been taken by anybody. The Senator from Kansas [ Mr. Plus 
knows about it. 

Mr. PLUMB. There is no disproportion between the size 
burial ground and the size of the town. There are thirty thousan 
people there, and the proportion of deaths out there is very « 
erable. The death rate there is high from various causes. i 
that, there is a very considerable portion of this ground laid of 
the shape of small parks, streets, avenues, and so on, that take u 
considerable portion of the ground. The ground lies about two a: 
a half miles below Leadville. The land is of no value to any) 
so far as known, except for this purpose; it is of no known valu 
pasture, no known value for mining, no known value for timber } 
poses ; and while the amount of land may seem to some persous 
little large, at the same time I think there is no objection to mak 
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The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bil! to bx 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Representatives were sever- 
ally read twice by their titles and referred to the Committee on Pet 
sions: tas 

A bill (H. R. No. 203) for the increase of pension of James Polk heg 
erries; if 

A bill (H. R. No. 205) granting a pension to Jacob Gelwicks ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2572) granting a pension to Mary W. Jones ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 3732) granting a pension to Sarah M. Birdsall 

A bill (H. R. No. 4255) granting a pension to Sophia A. Melson ; 1 

A bill (H. R. No. 4608) granting a pension to Betsey Elwell. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their tities ane 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs : 

A bill (H. R. No. 3273) for the relief of Martin L. Bundy; an¢ 

A bill (H. R. No. 3477) for the relief of Carlile Boyd. | 

The bill (H. R. No. 249) for the relief of Mark Walker was reac 
twice by its title. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be referred to the‘ 
mittee on Military Affairs. paar 

Mr. PLUMB. Before that reference is made, I desire to cay 
that bill is precisely the same as one which has passed the Senate. © 
therefore move that it be read the third time. a 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Let it lie on the table without’ 
erence. ! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be referred to the com 
mittee, objection being made to present action. ee 

The following bills were severally read twice by their tities, 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs: _ ae 

A bill (H.R. No. 3826) for the relief of the heirs of the late Lang!e) 
B. Culley ; and 


and re- 
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H. R. No. 4607) for the relief of Passed Assistant Engineer 


bill : x 
sh slom Kirby, of the Navy. y 
“rhe following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
;rred to the Committee on Claims: 


a 1:11 (H. R. No. 2705) for the relief of Joseph Clymer, of Texas; 
“ H. R. No. 4436) for the relief of William E. Gere. 

@ bill (H. R. No. 1359) for the relief of Louis P. Di Cesnola, late 
al al Cyprus, was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
on Foreign Relations. 

H. R. No. 356) to provide for the sale of certain New York 
nds in Kansas was read twice by its title, and referred to 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

pill (HI. R. No. 6229) to grant the right of way for railroad pur- 
ugh certain lands of the United States in Richmond County, 
_was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
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AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


vy SLATER submitted an zmendment intended to be proposed by 
, «9 the bill (S. No. 1773) to provide for the allotment of lands in 
-aralty to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the 
~ eoetion of the laws of the States and Territories over the Indians, 
tr other purposes ; which was « rdered to lie on the table and be 


Mr. I f Georgia and Mr. HILL of Colorado submitted amend- 


(ILL « 
' proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. 


I el ts intended to be 


P No. 7036) to establish post-routes; which were referred to the 

Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT QUINCY. 

Mr, DAVIS, of lineis. There is a bill here that I am very anxious 


1p, and I ask the permission of the Senate tocallit up. It is 
rovide for the erection of a public building in the city of Quincy, 
the State of Illinois. If it is passed now, I[ am satisfied it can be 
nthe House. It isacorrelative bill to one that was passed 
r unanimously by the Senate, and it has been reported here 
by the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
nanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 1874) to provide for the erec- 
fa public building in the city of Quincy, in the State of Illinois, 
s considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
| was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
ding, read the third time, and passed. 


nn 





DR. JOHN BLANKENSHIP. 
Mr. BAILEY. I ask leave of the Senate to take up and dispose of 
S i] No. 730. 


nanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
to consider the bill (H. R. No. 735) for the relief of Dr. 
Blankenship. It is a direction to the proper accounting officers 
» War Department to change the date of muster-out and dis- 
arge of Dr. John Blankenship, late assistant surgeon of the Third 
ent Tennessee Volunteers, so as to make it bear date April 24, 
e date of his discharge. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report 
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e read, 


e Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Cam- 
ERON, of Pennsylvania, January 11, 1821: 


mmittee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
rthe relief of Dr. John Blankenship, have duly considered the same, and beg 
eave to submit the following report : 
The billas it passed the House directs the proper accounting oflicers of the 
Var Department to change the date of muster-out and discharge of Dr. John 
ankenship, late assistant surgeon of the Third Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, 
sto make it bear date April 24 3, the date of his discharge; and that the 
{John Blankenship be paid the balance of his salary due him for such service 
) lo April 24, 1863, deducting former payments. 
stappears from the data furnished by the Adjutant-General that Dr. Blanken- 
p Was appointed an assistant surgeon to the Third Tennessee Volunteers on the 
“th of February, 1862. On the 26th of June, 1862, he was sent to obtain medicine 
lor is regiment in Kentucky, and while on this mission he was taken sick with 
Leumonia, and remained very sick for a long time. 
Un the §th of March, 1863, he presented himself to the medical director of his 
sion, after an absence of more than eight months, and was by him ordered to 
ton bis regiment for duty. After his arrival there, a field board of examiners 
Was ordered to examine and report upon his efficiency, &c., but instead of appear- 
‘bg before that board and undergoing the required examination, he tendered his 
Leonditional and immediate resignation, which was approved by the medical 
‘rector, and accepted on the 24th of Ap 1863. He had not been regularly mus- 
‘red inte the service; but on the 23d of April, 169, he was mustered in as assist- 
aut surgeon Third Tennessee Volunteers, to date from February 28, 1962, and on 
“ay 4, 1869, his discharge of April 24, 1863, was revoked, and he was mustered out 
and ¢ ist harged, to date 26th June, 1862, and paid to that date. 
,.thout expressing an opinion as to Dr. Blankenship’s qualifications and fitness 
,.. H€ position which he held, your committee deem it but an act of justice to pay 
\ bis full salary up to April ‘24, 1863, the date at which his resignation was ac- 
“pred, for the reason that his sickness was contracted in the discharge of his offi- 
; Sen ent that he returned to his regiment pursuant to the orders of his superior 
res hie was borne on the rolls of his regiment as an assistant surgeon until his 
ae 1on was accepted. Your committee therefore beg leave to report the bill 
‘ack to the Senate without amendment, and recommend its passage. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
Tead the third time, and passed. 

M LANDS IN CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I ask unanimous consent to take 
op House bill No. 4596, 


at unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
*oceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 4596) authorizing the survey 


a 
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of parts of certain townships in Crawford County, Wisconsin, and 
making an appropriation therefor. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Hix, 
of Colorado, on January 19, 1881: 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (FH. R. No. 4596) 
authorizing the survey of parts of certain townships in Crawford County, Wis 
consin, and making appropriation therefor, have considered the same, and report 
thereon as follows 

On the 17th of March, 1880, the Committee on the Public Lands of the house of 
Representatives made the following report on said bill: 

“ Tt was shown to your committee that the lands described were never surveyed 
by the Government. It also appears that in like cases which have heretofore o« 
curred the surveys have been made by and at the expense of the Government 
Your committee refer to the letter of the Acting Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, ask that the same be printed as a part of this report, and recommend t! 

he bill do pass 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENFRAI 
‘ Washington, D. C. 

“Str: Tam in receipt, by your reference, a petition of 46 residents in towr 
ships 9 and 10 north, range 4 west of the fourth principal meridian, in the county 
of Crawford, Wisconsin, for the resurvey of that part of said townships which 
lies east of the Kickapoo River, the sane not having been actually surveyed in 
the field by United States deputy surveyor in the year 1843. 

‘Upon examining the records and file pertaining to the survey « 
in question I find the following status thereof 


LAND OFFICE, 
, February 9 


PRRO 


of 


f the townships 


















On the 12th Decemb 1850, the 
register at Mineral] Point advised this office of reported frauds in the survey of the 
townships, whereupon the then surveyor-general was directed to examine into the 
matter rhe inspection of the survey in the tield satistied the surveyor-general 
of the fraudulent work lying east of the Kickapoo River, in that it had bec 
subdivided, the field notes being wholly imaginary. 

‘Accordingly, instructions were given by this office to the surveyo 
under date of September, 1552, to cause a resurvey of the township to bet t 
the extent proved to have been fraudulently represented as surveyed 

The records in this office fail to show that any steps have been taken 


eral surveyors-general in carrying out the instructions of the 11th September, ! 





‘From the evidence adduced by various county surveyors showing the fraud 
lent survey of those parts of townships 9 and 10 north, range 4 west, which lie east 
of the Kickapoo River, in the State of Wisconsin, and corroborated by actual e 
amination in the field under the supervision of the former surveyor-general in 1851 


it is manifest that the petition of the residents of Craw 
should be granted. Inasmuch as the public surveys have long 
in the State, and also the office of the surveyor-general, the resurvey can be made 
under the direction of the Commissioner of the Land Office, provided he is antho 

ized by Congress t make tl 


ford County, Wisconsin, 





} 


since been closed 


> do so, and 


s hecessary appropriation to detray the 
expenses of the resurvey, as had been the case in an analogous iustance, vide act of 
February 16, 1877, (United States Statutes, volume 19, page 231,) which authorized 
the survey of certain townships in Michigan and made an appropriation therefor 

‘* The cost of the resurvey of said townships is estimated at $7 

‘Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
J. M. ARMSTRONG 
Acting Oc miss r 
“Hon. Geo. C. HAZELTON, 
House of Repre sentatives 
Your committee adopt said House report, and recommend that said bill do pass. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, read 


the third time, and passed. 
STATEN ISLAND COMPANY. 

Mr. CONKLING. I ask the attention of the Senate to Honse bill 
No. 6229, to allow a local railway to cross a reservation on Staten 
Island which was referred by the presiding officer to the Committee 
on Railroads within a few moments. I call attention to it and state 
that the same bill was considered some time ago by the Committee 
on Commerce to which it was referred and reported favorably to the 
Senate and is now on the Calendar of the Senate. Whenever I can 
reach that bill, my motion will be to substitute the House bill which 
is I am told in the same words as the bill carefully considered by the 
Committee on Commerce, referred to the proper Department, and 
acted upon by that committee. I ask the consent of the Senate now 
to reconsider this reference in order that the bill may lie on the table 
to the end that when the other bill is reached, if it be in the same 
words, it nay be moved as a substitute for the Senate bill so as not 
to duplicate proceedings between the two Houses. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the vote by 
which the bill referred to by the Senator from New York was sent to 
the Committee on Railroads will be reconsidered. The Chair hears 
no objection, and it is so ordered. The bill will lie on the table. 

Mr. CONKLING. I now ask to be allowed to call up Senate bill 
No. 1744, reported from the Committee on Commerce; and while the 
Slerk finds the bill I will inform the Senate that it is a bill permit- 
ting a local railway for the convenience of the county of Richmond, 
which is Staten Island, to go across the corner of a reservation in the 
control of the Light-House Board. The people of Staten Island, both 
democrats and republicans, wish an opportunity to run a little rail- 
the island by which they can get from place to place, and 


RAPID TRANSIT RAILROAD 


road across t 
the committee has reported this bill, permitting the public authori- 
ties to allow the company to lay its track across this corner. Thatis 
all there isin it. I think no Senator will object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the bill (S. 
No. 1744) to grant the rightof way for railroad purposes through cer- 
tain lands of the United States in Richmond County, New York, will 
be considered as before the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move to substitute for that bill the same bill 
which has been passed by the House of Representatives. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from New York that the House bill was ordered a few moments 
ago to lie on the table, and he can now move to take it from the table. 

Mr. CONKLING. Iam very much obliged to the Chair for the ine 
formation. I move to take up the House bill. 
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a 
ree 
ie i The PRESIDING OFFICER If there be no objection, the bill The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted } .% 
) : ~ ‘ i I mittec rv Mr rem 
mentioned by the Senator from New York wi be considers at this »> anuary 27, 1231 , , 
' time The Committee on Military Affairs, to v as! 
The Senate,as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 1 ‘ sider , os Dr. A. Sidt Lebbs, beg leay to report 
: . . 1 ] t ) ‘ at . t ‘ ‘ iT Ninth 
the bill (H. R. No. 6229) to grant the right of way for railroad pur- | : oo I 7 - ucant for appoint yf 
pose ; through certain lan of the United State nR wai ¢ v4 ie ? n containe section 1212, } 
Y 7 ~ Aili ia ‘ ‘ Aa *e ball ‘ : | i gains é ) ent < ho were j 6 contederat 
New Yorl cal t be co rs that he ent 1 
The bill was reported to the Senate out ame ed | 5 @ privat t xe t at he is a native of V 
: . , ( I ~ ) tl iN = . 
to a third reading. read the third time, a1 d i i witho umend 
: The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ch: t te ( M I re from what co 
Senator from New York to the Senate b on tl Sal j 
What shadl be done with i » The Committee on Military Affairs 
i Mr. CONKLING. I move to postpone it inde | Will the honorable Senator be | ‘ 
4 The'motion was reed t | rd wha ; - 
LAKE NEAR COUNCIL I . It is a bill to relieve the party n; 
i I ) ‘4 I . , . . ‘ . : 
: sabliities of the act of Congress that pro! 
; Mr. ALLISON. I nim ‘ ent é I e bil » served in the late rebellion from being appoint 
' No. 6527 It will take but a mom«e » CODSIK i Cin the or Navy of the United States. It is to make him ; 
; hal f troubling the Senat appointed. That is< rhe fact in regard to this casi 
i animous consent the Senate, as in Committee of e Whol as in the military service of the rebellion as a privat 
preceeded to ce der the bill (H. R. No. 6527) to grant to the corpo- | tered at the age of fifteen. How oe served I do not k 
rate authorities of the city of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, for | he was only a boy when he went in and he could not ] 
cit litt quaintance with him. 
Mr. COCKR I i like t Lv ‘ ition fro Mr, Le OGAN. What is he to be appointed to? 
' 7 'T'} + . 14 ] 



























McDONALD. 





have T , ask sOn ot 





or to cause any one to oppose its pass on that ground Chis character of legis 
; ) ; } 



























\ ¢ situated, a ~ ‘ . of State | 1utho l I ires to rescue said ¢ 
j : : ; 
la Upper S 0 é id that th sum of $2 rs 
ve t ‘ e | is . ) ( orat 31 The samel rev pr 
\ t city ot Ce biuus LhO ¢ ne at n out of 18 Lreasury not otnel ) pI 
) i¢ ‘ i 
th ‘ ( ise, res il ea ul pro san + : + 
‘ enal -" Net ' ers 2 ‘ . v ihe ame nent was agreea to 
lis ine j resolution was reported to the Senat isa 
\ ‘ l ! 85 the amen li 
- : . ’ 
9 " 5 . . “9 he 1? t pe engrossed I0! 
‘ . ng, reac 18 n passed 
the a Mi ed pass ing, read ti pa y : 
Mr. MOR R ILL. I suggest to the « hairman of the ¢ 
SIDNEY TEBBS Publi Buildings and Grounds that the title of this res 8 
; “ 
: adel : to be change 
Mr. MCDONALD. l as i ne present nsideration orf Senate aan 


bill No. 1599, for the relief of Dr. A. Sidney T. shy] . Mr. JONES ‘of Florida. The title should be amended according 


By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of th aa 
proceeded to consider the bill No. 1599) for the relief of Dr. A 
Sidney Tebbs. It proposes to re “lie ve Dr, A. Sidney Tebbs, of Lacs. 
burgh, Virginia, from the operation of section 1218 of the Revised 


the bodv of the ae ne 


The PRESIDING OF Py ER That change will 





be no objection. 











Statutes of the United States BURNSIDE. Iask consent to call up House bil No. 4 
Mr. INGALLS. I should lil 

in the bill. accompanying It. : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas cal There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of 

the reading of the section of the statute referred to proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 706) for the reliet 
Mr. McDONALD. I can state to the Senator from Kansas that it Rowden. It proposes to direct the proper accountir r om) t 

is the section that prohibits persons from being appointed into the Treasury Department to pay to A. B. Rowden, of Meigs ‘ an 

military service of the United States who served in the late rebe nessee, the pay due him as a second lieutenant of cavalry ! 

lion. 31st of August, 1863, to the 7th of January, 1865, deduct 


Mr. INGALLS. Is there a report in this case ‘ 
Mr. McDONALD. Yes, sit bil s re} ; 
Mr. INGALLS. Let us hear it read to a third reading, read 
Mr. McDONALD. I have not the section here, but that is the sec- LAND DISTRICT IN KANSAS. 
tion which it is proposed to relieve this eman from Mr. PLUMB. I ask the Senate now to proceed to the consideration 
Several SenaTorS. Read the report. of House bill 4411. 
. y J ; + ~ rt 1} +} t th ‘ of OUuSE bi . + ~ . ha 
Mr. MCDONALD. Here is the report, all that there is of it There Sm aiaan on, the Senate, asin Committee of the 


nt 


ments heretofore made to him as first sergeant in that regim 
l wa to the Senate without amendme 
the third time, and passed, 


ported 


j 

} 

} tin y 

| M 

j 7} . 14% oS ne ai Thara ie 
e to } r read the sect referre = 1uite sure there wil 2 no objection to this. Lier 


, 
rant! 
genti 





Whole, 





_—— 
ded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 4411) to establish an addi- 
es endl district in the State of Kansas, 
he Committee on Public Lands reported the bill with amend- 
; n line 5, after the word “range,” to strike out * twenty- 
and insert “ thirty-one ;” in line 9, before the word “stand- 
+o strike out “ third’ and insert * fourth;” in line 11, before the 
south.” to strike out ‘‘ sixteen” and insert “ twenty-one ;” and 
me line, before the word “west,” to strike out “twenty- 
so as to make the first section read: 


nd insert “thirty-one ;” 


following described territory in the State of Kansas, to wit, commencing 


a sean! corner of township thirty-five south, range thirty-one west of the 
cipal meridian, on the south boundary of the State of Kansas; thence 

+ southern boundary to the western boundary of said State: thence 

“a western boundary to the fourth standard parallel south; thence east 

said parallel to the northeast corner of township twenty-one south, range 
> a west, and thence south to the place of beginning, in the State of Kan- 
nstitute an additional land district, to be called the southwestern land 

ng he location for the oftice of which shall be designated by the President of 


States, and shall by him from time to time 


seem to require 


be changed, as the public 
mendments were agreed to. 

|] was reported to the Senate as amended, 
were concurred in. 
smendments were ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 


e| and the amend- 
i the third time. 
a bill was read the third time, and passed 


JOHN THORNLEY, 
Mr, ANTHONY. I ask the Senate to take up the bill (S. No. 1206) 


r the relief of Medical Director John Thornley, United States 


Mr. COCKRELL. I simply say to the Senator from Rhode Island 
at he will not be apt to get this bill through this evening at this 
s hour. It will take more than half an hour to consider it. Iam 
t objecting to it, but I am simply stating that I shall consume more 
half an hour in discussing the merits of the bill. 
ANTHONY. I appeal to my friend from Missouri. I should 
his heart, surrounded as he is by infantile loveliness now, 
| soften toward this poor old man tottering on the verge of the 
who appeals to the Senate, not for liberality, not for magna- 
t for generosity, but for simple, bald, naked justice. I 
} 1 that he will allow it to 








+ 
A 


e will allow this bill to come up ant 
Mr. COCKRELL. I recognize the warm, sympathetic appeals of 
riend from Rhode Island, but they are not sufficient to induce 
ntarily and willingly open the doors of the Treasury and 
toa man who 1s not entitled to one particle nor a cent 
, manner, or form, without a full and fair discus- 
by the Senate. Iam not delaying action on it. 
[simply said to avoid the consumption of time without accomplish- 
uything, that the bill would not pass in thirty minutes. 
ANTHONY. Then I cannot ask to have the bill taken up un- 
ich circumstances if the Senator is determined to defeat it by 
g upon it. 
PRESIDING OFFICE 
Rhode Island withdrawn ? 
Mr. ANTHONY. I withdraw it. 
RESTORATION 


a5 000 


liar 
nv shape 
any | 


{ the question 


Vy 


f 


T} + 
A iit OL fT 


R. Is the request he Senator from 


Y 


OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. PARLEY. I ask unanimous consent to take up the bill (S. No. 
1210) for the relief of certain officers of the Navy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection ? 

. Mr.ROLLINS. I desire to notify the Senate that this bill will un- 
doubtedly take up more than half an hour of our valuable time this 

moon. Let me add that I shall take some time to discuss this 

measure. I believe it is wrong, and I desire to enter a very earnest 
}rolest against its passage, and I shall occupy some portion of the 
ume of the Senate. 

Mr. FARLEY. I am satisfied that the Senator from New Hamp- 
suire Intends to oppose this bill, but the bill has been considered by 
tie Committee on Naval Affairs on two or three occasions, and a 
Lanimous report has been made to the Senate. The bill passed the 
venate at the last session and was kept over on the motion of the 
honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr. LOGAN, ] and it has been recon- 
sidered again by the committee and reported, and it is a matter that 
's iinportant to the parties interested to have passed. 
‘ir, ROLLINS, I reserve my right to object. 
Mr, FARLEY. If I have the floor, the Senator can 
t through, 

{he PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Or 


Lite 


t 


speak when I 
The Senator from California has the 


¢ 
iL 


= PARLEY. I desire to have this matter acted upon to-day i 
M“ssibie, and when we come to a controversy over it then the Senate 
7, vctermine as between the committee and the Senator from New 
cs ‘penire. I ask now that the bill be taken up. There is no ob- 

on to taking it up, but he says it will take time. We cannot de- 
nea ae better than to the consideration of this measure. It is a 
seer Sas teen passed by this body before when no objection 
that honorable fe by the Senator from Nlinois, and I understand 
made, l om Pr anne has withdrawn the objection that he then 
receive euahaeniines that the bill is a meritorious one and ought to 

The PRESID ation at this time. | ue 
unanimone ¢ ING OF FICER. The Senator from California asks 

‘consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration at 


Ly 
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I that 


this time of t bill 
objection ? 
Mr. ROLLINS. I object, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
Mr. BECK. Mr. President 
Mr. FARLEY. I move, then, to take the bill from the Cale: dar ar 
proceed to its consideration. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


18 has just been read by Is there 


IS Taadce 





The Cl -_ 


hair has recognize Ss 
ator from Kentucky. 

Mr. BECK. I will yield for the purpose of enabling the Senato 
from California to test the motion he has now made, because I think 
he ought to have a chance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California moves 
that the Senate do now proceed to the consideration of the bill men 
tioned by him. 

Mr. INGALLS. Can that be done without disposing in some way 
of the pending order ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proper motion would be‘to post- 
pone the consideration of the pending and all prior orders. 

Mr. FARLEY. I modify the motion so as to use that language 

Mr. HOAR. What is the pending order 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair supposes it is the Indian 
severalty bill. 

Mr. HOAR. Does that lose its place if this motion pass 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate has been for an hour ot 


more proceeding by unanimous consent to the consideration of a large 
number of bill Che Senator from California moves that the 


iS. iit pend 
ing and all prior orders be postponed, giving notice that he w ill then 
move to take up for consideration the bill mentioned by him. Is the 
Senate ready for the question ! 

Mr. HOAR. [rise to a question of order, Mr. President. It is that 
there is no such motion, while a matter is pending, known to the 
rules of the Senate, as that the pending and all prior orders be post- 
poned. The motion must either be to postpone the pending order 
indefinitely, or to a day certain. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Technically the Chair thinks the 


point of order raised by the Senator from Massachusetts is well taken, 
while the custom of the Senate almost invariably has been to put the 
question in the form the Chair stated it. The Chair supposes it would 
be proper for any Senator to move to postpone the pending order to 
a day certain or indefinitely, to bring it technically 


within the rule, 


Mr. FARLEY. Then I will put my motion in this shape, that the 
standing and all prior orders be postponed until Monday next to en 
able me to call up this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate ready for the « on 
on the motion of the Senator from California, that the pe: g and 
all prior orders be postponed until Monday next ? 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All the orders are postponed. The 


Senator from California now moves that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 1210) for the reli: 
of the Navy. 


f of certain officers 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 1219) for the relief of 
certain officers of the Navy. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Na Affair th 
amendments. 

The first amendment was, in section 1, line ?, after the word “ au 
thorize ” to insert ‘‘ to nominate and;” so as to make the section read 


That in conformity with, and to carry into effect the recommendations and con 
clusions of the board of officers organized in 4 ance of a enti 
tled ‘‘ Joint resolution for the relief of Bushrod B. Taylor and other naval officer 


joint resolution 


























approved February 5, 1879, the President of the United States be, and he is hereby 
authorized to nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senat 
promote, &c 
Mr. ROLLINS. Is there a report accompanying this bill? if so 
let it be read before action is had on the amendment 
The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Fa 
LEY January 12, 1871] 
The Committee on Na A fl ) ym was referred the b s. } 
the relief of certain oflice ot Na aving duly considered th é t 
fully submit the following po 
This bill embodies t lief recommended by the board of imira yA 
ting in} suar of joint resolution of Congress entitled Joir 
r the relief ¢ ishrod I. Taylor and other naval offi ) I 
svi. 
co I aiter caretni examinatio ) t ts 
1 I port of the beard is based 
Under the act of July 25, 1266, authorizing promotions to be ma 
who have rendered the most faithful and efficient service during t re \ 
and who possess the highest professional qualifications and attainme: certain 
promot 3 ule by selection by the Secretary of the Nav‘ 
~ The sele ms so made were the cause of numerous and repeated co tints 
| injustice done thereby; and, at tl suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy, i 
his report for 1869, a jointresolution was passed on July ! , authorizing him t 
convene a board of admirals to examine into the cases of all who deems r 
selves ur y passed over in the promotions made under the act of July 25, 1 
That board, onthe 2ist December, 1271, (Senate Mis. Doc. No. 64, second sessio 
Forty-second Congress,) reported that they had bronght to bear an earnest and 
impartial desire to do their whole duty to the officers and to the naval s 
arriving att r conclusions, and that of the forty-four cases submitt 
they recommended only sixteen for advancement 
The Senate promptly passed a bill (No. 854 of that session) adopting 
change the recommendation of the board; but in the House an amendmé was 
adopted omitting the names of Lieutenant-Commanders Sands and Sigsdee, On an 
allegation that nobody was promoted over them, and that they were 1 red 
although the report of the board showed the contrary. 
Those officers s absent on sea duty at the time, but soon after th sturn 
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f ght to be unjt ist] 
an d worst at 
what are the fac 
the Navy was authorized 
le, to put them in a hig sher grade. 
selections tor 
cordance with his best 
mnplished. 








treated, and thi 






of 1866 the 
ce certain oflicers of 
He was authorized to 
did make the selections in 
Th e law was ft ufilled ; it v 
10 thought they 

Two of those ge aha smen, Messrs. Sigsbee 
They thought they had been un- 

of the 7. ili 


. “P ine 










Subsequently “the ere were part 

unjustly treated. 

named in this bill. 

; passed over by the Secretary 
. all that had transpired during the war ; 

sme rits of the various officers of 

, and witha 








Sands, are 






: he sought the 
l inform ation that he 
made these promotions, and he did not oo 10te Mr. 

I will read the provi sions of the act 


in the grades auth 
below of officers wl 





advisory boa could gét 






orized by thi 





i who possess t 






<¢ parties say that the Secret 
tions nes mi nade were unjust, ai 
in the higher 
Tnder thata act 
, hamely, pea 
of their class. 
“pp this bill, stood at that time No. 19 upon 
48, and Mr. 





— want a ion made ; 





s were PD. )- 






ey Secretary 
ll, over the rest 
ties ae 
igsbee 41, 
lis now de a 
d over Messrs. Sands ; 
ds there is but one officer ae over Sigsbee 
therefore, stands on! 
two nun <4 ‘rs lower than they would have stooc 
act of LSU6 . 
here from the Navy Register to show 
one number lower than he 





, Mr. Coffin 
leaving but two in the service 
and Sigsbes » ] 







then promot 






one number 





lower and Sands but 
had there bee 





1 no promotions under 






vould have 
have done 
taken place. 
. if Jand x make 


one of these men stands only 
done, and the other but two numbers lower than 
if these promotions under the act 
what is it proposed to do? 
i . 3 on the list. 
JONES, of 
* ROLLINS. 
JONES, of Florida. 
recommended in the case ? 
ROLLINS. 


propose to t 





of 1866 had not 







Certainly. 







I think not. 
Sands from No. 19. 


come to that by and by. 
Sands has lost but twonum- 
bers on the Register by reason of these promotions, and you propose 
3, and that will be a pro- 
understand when 







to take him from No. 19 and make him No. 
motion of sixteen points. 
they pass this bill just what is being done and the injustice that is 
being done to men who have never stood below these men, who have 
always stood above them. 

Now, let us take the case of Sigsbee, who has lost one number. 
You propose to take him from No. 40, and make him stand upon the 
list No. 5, jumping him thirty-five numbers. 
injustice to all these men, and advance him thirty-tive 
the list, and that, you say in your bill, 










You propose now to do 
umbers on 
al relative 






‘the same origi 





rank.” I should like to ask the gentlemen who have re ported + 
bill to explain what ‘original relative rank” means in thee an 
When did they (Sands and Sigsbee ) stand in such relat _ 
parties? Never. It is an act of gross injustice. 
| The joint resolution of 1870 authorized the appointment of 
to hear the complaints of such officers as deemed themse| lves unines 
passe d over by the ponmneswes made in conformity With the Aprgy 
Congress approved July 25, 1866. The resolution re ads as fol oven 


LOW 


100 tO the 


Se 


«& DOAar 


8 
That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to organize a board 
officers, not below the grade of rear-admiral, who shall examine nto t 
such officers as may deem themselves unjustly passed over by promotion 7 
onform ity with the act of Congress approved July 25, 1866 Tl OS hea 


ort their conclusions to the Secretary of the Navy, who shal] report t 
son: cress, : 


dses 


18 board sha 


-—= 


This board did make an examination, and they recommended ; 
hese parties be advanced a few points, some eight or ten. t) 
he exact number here but cannot put my hand on it at this m, 
They did recommend some s slight promotion to these parties, ; alk t} 
appealed to Congress. They came here, and in the ( shaemeas “t ‘ 
United States their names were » stricke 2n from the bill and @ 
disapproved of the recommendation of that board, and they wer, 
promoted. Whatnexthappened? The Congress of the United Sta: 


in the joint resolution of February 5, 1579, provided— 


al 


t 
. 
t 


That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to organize a boar 
ofiicers not below the grade of rear admiral, who shall examine into ¢ 


Taylor and such other oflicers of the Nav 





yuage oi the statute- 





x . ; 
OW Mare The 1: 


as did not have opportunity from any cause whatever to appear before + 


created by virtue of the joint resolution of July 1, 1870, as may deem thems 
unjustly passed over by the promotions made in ¢ act 0 
gress approved July 25, 1866. 

This act of 1°79 provided what? Simply that those officers who 


did not go before the pre Vv oo us board might go before the b ard of 
1879. Both Sigsbee and Sands had gone before the board of 1870, and 
that board acted upon their cases, and made its recommendations to 
Congress, and the C ongress of the United States refused to approve 
of thea ction of the board. Then what? These men, without any au 
thority of law whatever, appeared before the board of 1879, and tha 
board having reported to Congress, their report is construed by 
Committee on Naval Affairs as authori zing the taking of these me: 
who mare lost one of them one point, and the other only two points 
and advancing one of them thirty-five numbers, and the other fi 
No. 19 to No. 3, sixteen numbers; and they say that is the san 
original relative position they would have occupied. Mr. Preside 
I should like to “che somebody explain this. 

To show that I am right in the figures I have stated, let me present 
lists taken from the Ni AVY ogi ster 

’ n the Navy Reai r prior t t} prom tions f 186 


SIGNS. 











1. Henry Glass. 26. D. R. Cassell, 
2. E. J. Dickman. 27. W. B. Hoff. 
Chas. MeGrego1 ®. William K. Wheeler. 
Ira Harris. 29. W.S. Dana. 
5. W. W. Maclay. ). R. D. Evans. 
6. Philip H. Cooper. i1. Nicoll Ludlow 
7. Henry Taylor. 2. FL A. Cook 
8. Allen D. Brown. 3. Colby M. Ches 
9. Marston Niles. 44. A. H. Wri ght 
10. George H. Wadleigh. >» € E. Clark. 
ll. John D. Clark 6. C. J. Barclay 
12. A. S. Crowninshield. 7. C. V. Gridley 
13. John C. Pegram. *. Francis Morris. 
14. Charles H. Craven ). Chas. D. Sigsbee. 
ib. Frank Wildes. 10. Richard P. Leary 
16. W. W. Hendrickson. i!1, William A. Van Vleck 
17. A. G. Kellogg #2, C. H. Pendleton. 
18. J. B. Coghlan 13. William H. + hme 
19, Bas. FE. Sands. i4 Geor ge M. Met 
20. Yates Stirling. 5. D. Mullan. 
21. William C. Wise if oe W. Coffin. 
22. Lewis Clark. :7. George T. Davis. 
23, P. F. Harrington. 48. Roland C. Irvin 
24. Williamson Dann. 19. George D. B. Glidden. 
25. Clarence Rathbone. 
n the Navy Re i fier tl I sof 166 
NANTS 
l ) Chas. McGregor. 26. (23) P. F. Harrington. 
2. (4) Tra Harris 27. (24) Williamson Dunn. 
. (26) D. R. Cassell. 28. (25) Clarence Rathbone. 
4. (30) R. D. Evans 20, (27) Wm. B. Hoff. 
5. (46) Geo, W. Coffin. 0. (28) Wm. K. Wheeler. 
1) Hienry Glass. 1, (29) Wm. 8. Dana. 
7 (2) E. J Dickman. we 11) Nicoll Ludlow. 
®. (5) W. W. Maclay 3, (32) F. A. Co vk. 
®, (6) Philip H. Cooper $. (33) Colby M. Chester. 
10. (7) Henry Taylor. 5. (34) A. H. Wright. 
11. (8) Allan D. Brown 6. (35) Chas. E. Clark. 
12. (9) Marston Niles. 7. (36) C. J. Barclay. 
13. (10) Geo. H. Wadleigh. 38. (37) - Yee 
14, (11) John D. Clark. 39. (38) Francis Morris. 
15. (12) A. S. Crowninshield. 10, (39) Chas. D. Sigsbee. 
16. (13) John C. Pegram. 41. (40) Richard P. Leary. 
17. (14) Chas. H. Craven. 42. (41) Wm. A. Van Vleck. 
ik, (15) Frank Wildes. 43. (42) Chas, A. Pendleton 
19. (16) ve w Hendrickson. 44. (43) Wm. HE. Whiting 
20, (17) A. Kellogg. 45. (44) Geo. M. McClure 
21. (18) J. B ‘Coghlan. 46. (45) De ane ES Mullan. 
29, (19 s Hi. Sands. 47. (46) Geo. av1S. 
23, ‘O Fons irling. 18. (47) Geend ©. Irvin. 
24. (21) Wm. C. Wise. 49. (48) Geo. D. B. Glidden. 


25. (22) Lewis Clarsé. 
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if recommendat ons of Board of 


1870—to wit, te 
Sigsbee—h« ul be 


carried out. 


of offic ers, | 


ding nnum- 
' anceme? nt Jor Sands and 























LIEUTENANT COMMANDERS. 
3 McGregor. 21. (20) = ates Stiri ing 
ee etaeela 22. (21) W. C. Wis 
7) PR. Cassell 3. (22) Le 7 sc lark. 
1 1), Evans. 24, (23) P. F. Harrington 
R W. Coffin. 25. (27) W. B. Hoff. 
Henry mgm 20. 39) Chas. D. Sigsbee, 
T) an 2 ~) W. K. Wheel 
W W Maclay 28. (29) Wm. S. Dani 1 
od oper. 29. (31) Nicoll Ludlow 
James Hi. Sands. 0. (32) c. © AEC ook 
ny Taylor. 31. (33) ~ aL. ¢ heste 
A D. Brown. 32. (34) A. H. < 
n Niles. 33. (35) E. k 
e H. Wadleigh 44. (36) C 1. Bar eal 
s Crowninshield. >. (37) C. V. Grid 
C rles H. Craven. 36. (38) Franc 
rank Wildes. 37. (43) W 
> Hendrickson. 8. (45) George un. 
oA hd | 9. (47) George T. Davis. 
, 1 ‘oohlan. al 49) George D. Lb. Glidden. 
f officers, if recommendations of board of 1279 should be carried 
MMANI s 
Henry Glass. 6. (46) Geo. W. Coffir 
is, MeGrego 7 —— Libsor 
Jas. HH. Sands. . )P. B. Ge ope 
D. Evans ) 7) Henry Tay 
Chas. D. Sigsbee. . (§) A. D. Brow 
ENAN ANDERS 
Vadle 24 ) M. 1este 
. shiele i) A. I 
‘ veo t ) 
V iide 27 st) 
\ Kellogg. ze, (18) J. B. Cog 
tes Stirling 2. (37) C. V. Gridley 
Wise 38) Francis Morvis 
ewis ( 40) TN. P. Leary 
» F. He g 2. (42) C. HL. Pendle 
\ H 43) Wm. H. Whiting 
W.s.] 4, (45) D. W. Mullar 
I 17) Geo. T. Davis 
A Ox 19) Geo. D. B. Glidde 


tion of the bill is— 
eutenant-Commander James H. 
ginal relative position « 
Charles McGregor. 





Sands to be commander, and re- 


n the active list of the Navy next below 





Naval Affairs show me 


it some member of the Committee on 
} ever below Charles 


1 ‘re this officer, Sands, was 


whe next 
0! Take the case of Mr. Sigsbee: 


V ’ 


nmander, and 
he Navy next be- 


to be cor 


ist oft 


ite Lieutenant-Commander Charles D. 
to his original relative position on the ac tive 
under Robley D. Evans. 


Sig sbee 


stand 1 next below Robley D. Ev: ins ? 

s look and see where these two gentlemen did stand. 
before the promotion under the act of 1866 Sands 
. 19, next to J. B. Coghlan; Charles D. Sigsbee No. 39, next 
elow Francis Morris. After the promotions they stood in position 
esame parties. Now we propose to take Sands, as I said 
tore, from No. 19, where he stands next below J. B. Coghlan, and 
lace him so that he will be No.3 on the Register, next below Charles 
gor, and they call this “‘ the same original relative position.” 
ALLISON, I desire to inquire of the Senator from New Hamp- 
re if he xamined the bill and the Navy Register to see that 
statement he makes is correct ? 

tr. ROLLINS. I have. 

Mr. ALLISON. Because I understand the Senator from Florida to 
spate that statement. Ithink that is a very important statement. 

Any Senator has access to the Navy Register, and 


vr ,P 
vy hegister 


ha 
Has e@) 


Mr, ROLLINS. 
villfind that what I say about these matters is absolutely true ; that 
“tus attempt to restore these men, to give them, the one one point 
, ‘the other two points, which I admit the y lost by the act of 1866, 
t sunply jumps them over all those officers who graduated above 
Je from the Naval Academy, have always stood above them on the 
st, a id have seen as much or more service, as their records will show. 
ww y: With any justice be called their — relative position on 
By reference to the last printed Navy list it will be seen 
‘ tere are nine lieutenant commanders who are and always have 
mn above Sands, and twenty-five who are and always have been 
re Sigsbee ; and yet to give them the two numbers which they 
et yeats ago this great injustice is proposed by the Com- 
uittee on Naval Affairs, that is, to jump one thirty-five points and the 
‘sixteen, and put them as the bill says next below officers that 
i oe ver stood next to before and ought not to now. 
shire ve NSIDE. I would suggest to the Senator from New Hamp- 
"and to the Senate that this is almost too important a bill to be 
it in the manner in which it has been acted on this afternoon, 
eget that the Senator give way for a motion to adjourn. 
ona ave notice t 8. ee, I would say in justice to myself that 
vt i 0 the Senate this bill would undoubtedly create quite 
tei iscussion and it will. There is much more to be said upon 
Islay how give way to the motion of the Senator from Rhode 











4. 


Mr. JONES, of Florida. I 
now. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I do not desire to cut off debate on this bill. 
the Senator from Florida from being heard, but only 
the bill cannot be passed just now in this confusion. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Has the Senator from New 
concluded ? 

Mr. ROLLINS. No, sir. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I hold the floor. 
tion to adjourn. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, Now I mov 


The motion was agreed to; and 


ask the Senator not to press that motion 


or 
that 


to suggest 


Hampshire 


he Senator hold the floor? 


I am willing to yield for a 


Does t 


mo- 


e that the Senate adjourn. 


at four o’clock and fifty-two min 


utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SATURDAY, February 5, 1851. 
The House met at eleven o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, 
Rev. W. P. HARRISON, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COUNT OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 


YT? 
i 


BICKNELL. I rise to 
The SPEAKER. The 


a question of the highest privilege. 
gentleman will state it. 


Mr. BICKNELL. I call up from the Speaker’s table the Senate 
concurrent resolution in reference to the meeting of the two Houses 


on Wednesday next to count the votes for President and Vice-Presi 


dent. 
The SPEAKER. TI! esolutio bet 
The Clerk read as f ows 
Resolved, by the Senate, (the House of " pres ’ 1.) First. That 
1e two House s of Congress shall assemble in the Tall of th ¢ House of Represent 
atives on We inesday, the 9th of February, 1881, at twelve o'clock meridian, pur 


suant to the requirements of the Constitution and laws relating to the election of 
President and Vice-President of the United States, and the President of the Senate 
shall be the presiding ofticer ; that two persons be appointed tellers on the part of 
the Senate, and two on the part of the House of Representatives, to make a list of 
the votes as they shall be declared : that the result shall be delivered to the Pres 
identof the Senate, who shall announce the state of the vote, and the persons elected 
to the two Houses assembled as aforesaid, which shall be deemed a declaration ot 
the persons elected President and Vice-President of the United States; and, to- 
gether with a list of votes, tered on the Journals of the two Houses 

Second. ‘That if it shall appear that any votes of electors for President or Vice 
President of the United States have been given on a day other than that fixed for 


ve en 





casting such votes by act of Congress, in pursuance of the Constitution of the 
v nited States, if the counting or or itting to count such votes shall not essen- 
tially change the result of the election, they shall be reported by the President 


of the Senate in the following manner: Were the votes of electors cast on the 


— day of ——, lrs0, to be cor anted, the result would be for A B for President of 
the United States —— votes, and for C D for President of the United States —— 
votes; 1f not co inted, the result would be for A B for President of the United 
States —— votes, and for C D for President of the United States —— votes; but in 


either event is elected Presid United States. And in the same 


ner Vice-President 
Mr. ROBESON. 
tions. 


The SPEAKER. 


— ent of the man 


{O01 
Is the question divisible? There are two resolu 
There are two re soluti on 

Mr. ROBESON. Then I eall a division “ot the question. 

The SPEAKER. A division of the question being called for, 
first question will be upon the first resolution just reported. 

Mr. ROBESON. Is it competent for me to state now in a few words 
why I ask for a division of the question ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is before th 
man from Indiana [ Mr. BIcKNELL] has charge of it. 

Mr. BICKNELL. I will make a few remarks, after which 
yield to the gentleman — New Jersey, [Mr. ROBESON. ] 

It is alleged that the electors of one of the States cast their votes 
on a day not prescribed by law. The question will be raised whether 
or not the votes of that State shall be counted. That isa difficult 
~ cto te question, and the Constitution has not declared by whom 

he question shall be decided. 

A like difficulty has arisen several times heretofore: once in 1°21 
in relation to the State of Missouri; once in 1837, in relation to the 
State of Michigan; and once in 1857, in relation to the State of Wis- 
consin. In all those cases the votes of those States were disputed. 
In the first two of those cases a resolution was adopted identical with 
the one now before the House; in the third of those cases no such 
resolution was adopted, and the result was an angry and bitter 
debate, a dangerous debate, ending in no practical re sult. 

The object of this resolution is to avoid any such difficulty. 
Whether the vote of the State in question be counted or not counted 
will make no difference in the result. esi pone admits that Gen- 
eral Garfield has been elected President of the United States, and will 
be so declared. But in order to avoid the difficulty that arose in the 
case of Wisconsin this resolution is proposed, and I trust it will be 
passed unanimously. I now yield 

Mr. STEVENSON. Before the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Bick- 
NELL] takes his seat, as he has given this matter much study and in- 
vestigation, and as it is an important question, I would like to have 
him state his own views in regard to the counting of the votes of 
such States. 


for 


the 


e House. The gentle- 


I will 
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Mr. BICKNELL. I do not think it is necessary to make any dec- 
laration on that subject now. The object of this resolution is to 
avoid any discussion in regard to the question whether that vote 
shall be counted or not counted. The resolution provides for the 
same hypothetical counting which tided us over the difficulty once 
before, and I hope it will do so again. 

I now yield to the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON ] for 
ten minutes. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Before the gentleman yields, allow me to call 
attention to what may be termed the enacting clause of this resolu- 
tion. The printed copies laid upon our desks a few moments ago 
seem to indicate that it is a simple Senate resolution. According to 
that printed copy it simply provides “‘ resolved, that the two Houses 
of Congress shall assemble,” &c. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read so much of the resolution as 
will answer the inquiry of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 1.) That the two 
Houses of Congress shall assemble in the Hall of the House of Representatives on 
W ednesday, the 9th of February, 1221— 

Mr. CARLISLE. That is sufficient to answer my question. The 
copy laid upon our tables does not contain those words. 

Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from 
New Jersey, [Mr. RoBESON. ] 

Mr. ROBESON. I certainly shall make no factious opposition to 
these resolutions as presente d to-day. Iam in favor of the first res- 
olution, since it is the identical one, if I mistake not, which was pre- 
sented by myself before the holiday recess for the acceptance of the 
other side of this House. 

In regard to the second resolution, it would not become me, and I 
think under the circumstances of this case it would hardly become 
any of us, to do more at this time in opposition to its passage than 
record our votes according to our own opinions upon the question of 
principle involved. But I must take time to congratulate the gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the Chamber on their return to the prin- 
ciples of the old democracy. It was rather a singular circumstance, 
I confess, that in a discussion involving so much of principle as was 
involved in that on the Morgan resolution, no man on the so-called 
democratic side of the Chamber was willing to stand up and take his 
position on the side of constitutional State rights. For myself I op- 
posed the original resolution known as the Morgan-Bicknell resolu- 
tion reported by the gentleman from Indiana, because I thought it 
was an assumption on the part of the two Houses of Congress of 
powers given by the Constitution to the States; because I thought 
that the electors were State officers discharging their duty under State 
sanction and producing before the two Houses State authentication 

as their ample authority. I found in that resolution principles and 
provisions which would have permitted the two Houses of Congress to 
vo behind the returns of the States, to canvass the votes there cast 
for the electors by them appointed, and, at the will of one House 
alone, to overthrow and destroy State constitutional action in direct 
and flagrant violation of the Constitution of our fathers and of the 
principles of government which they gave to us. 

I am not, I suppose, considered a special advocate of State rights; 
but I am an advocate of the Constitution of the United States, and I 
will stand on the border-line of the State rights there guaranteed with 
the gentleman from Indiana, and whenever they are attacked will 
repel with my voice and by my vote any such insolent invasion from 
any source. And in this spirit I congratulate my friends on the other 
side of the House that they have returned to the old principle of State 
rights which was the shibboleth of the old but which is the byword 
of the modern democracy. And out of the fullness of my heart I 
congratulate the gentleman from Illinois also—I mean my friend who 
sits before me with a smile upon his lips and the white rose upon 
his breast, [Mr. SPRINGER ]—that we shall have the honor and the 
pleasure of his company and countenance next Wednesday when we 
are here to witness the declaration of the votes and action of the 
people of this great country. I should be sad, indeed, if he were 
absent, I should have been sorry if any individual member or offi- 
cer of this House should have felt called upon next Wednesday, to 
interpose any either formal or actual obstruction to the formal decla- 
ration of the will of the people of the United States. But I must 
say to him and to all others that after the people had acted, after the 
States had appointed their electors in accordance with the Consti- 
tution, after those electors had voted, as there prescribed, and their 
votes had come here, authenticated according to law, the result of 
such constitutional action of the people of this great country would 
have been declared and would have taken effect even though the gen- 
tleman from Ilinois had felt himself constrained to be absent. [Laugh- 
ter.] He might have withdrawn himself from this Chamber and his 
countenance from the action which here took place, but the votes of 
the people would have stiil been counted, the progress of civil gov- 
ernment would not have been abruptly checked, and the world itself 
would still have rolled on without a shock and still remained, a mon- 
ument of the abounding mercy as of the power of God. 

Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield to the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
REAGAN ] for three minutes. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not want three minutes. I wish simply to say 
a word by way of supplement to the gushing congratulations of our 
friend from New Jersey, [Mr. RoBEson,} who finds so much upon 
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which now to congratulate the democratic party andt 
members of this House. I wish to say that while I am 
pared to congratulate him and the republican party 

on this subject, I expect when the vote is taken to hoe 
gratulate him and them that they have abandoned the mot)... 
revolution and at last consented to lawfully count th a 
ident of the United States. 

Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield five minutes to the cen+) 
Georgia, [Mr. FELTON. ] 
Mr. ROBESON. One moment before the gentleman from Ge, 
proceeds. I only want, in acknowledgment of what the vent)...” 

from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] has said——[Cries of “ Order!”) _ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey wi}! 
rules. ica 

Mr. ROBESON. Undoubtedly; I thought I had the floor, w 
friend from Indiana indulge me one moment? [Cries v, 
it No ! ”? ] t A 

Mr. FELTON. Mr Speaker, I think this the most fayoraly 
for Congress to determine certain questions connected with t hi a 
of the electoral vote; favorable because the final result w ' 
changed by any conclusion the two Houses of Congress m 
nitely reach. If the result was doubtful, or if it was p aad te 
blingly upon the counting or rejection of the vote of any one Sto 
we might fear the influence of partisan prejudice, of sectional pyres 
ences, or of personal ambitions in the settlement of those qnestioy 

But all parties, all sections of the country, and every citize) 
United States acknowledges the election, according to law, of, ames 
A. Gartield to the Presidency. No man of intelligence or lover of ; 
country questions his title to the highest office in the gift of thes 
ican people. , 

I believe that questions which may arise when the two Honses 
Congress are in joint session for the purpose of counting and a 
nouncing the result of the electoral vote should be decided the; 
there by that joint assembly. 

I know of no authority in the Constitution authorizing the ty 
Houses to separate for the purpose of investigating and decidir 
tions connected with this count in their respective Chambers 

The resolution now pending seems upon the whole unobjectior 
It is freed from the principal difficulty which attached to the 
toral-count resolutions which we have been considering for some ti) 
during this Congress, known as the Morgan-Bicknell resolut 
namely, it does not give one House of Congress the right and } 
to distranchise one of the States of this Union, to throw out its 
for President and Vice-President when that vote has been cas 
cording to law. 

I have one very serious objection to the resolution now under 
sideration, (though I shall vote forit.) Indeed I think the entires 
ond section should be stricken out and something detinite insert 
The object of the section is to avoid the decision of a very imp 
question. It postpones a settlement which some day in its sett 
ment might involve the peace and the very existence of this K 
lic. Jallude to the manner in which the concurrent resolut 
poses to treat the returns from a State which through the ignora: 
or perversity of State authorities cast its electoral vote on a da 
known to the law. This question must be decided definitely son 
day. Whenever its decision will affect the final result the v 
country will demand a final solution of the difficulty, and its decis 
ion at such a critical juncture in the affairs of the nation would, ! 
repeat, hazard the peace and existence of the Government. P 
would be excited, political passion uncurbed by reason or law 
madly demand the counting or rejection of such a vote as eit! 
course might affect its favorite candidate. Compromises might 
forgotten, the inestimable value of the Government lost sight o!,a 
the sword invoked as the only arbiter in such a controversy. Casts 
in which votes were rejected have occurred several times. That !s 
votes of doubtful validity were simply laid aside, as this jo 
proposes to do. Fortunately, the result then, as now, was unatiecte 
by this indefinite action. On the occasions referred to there v 
some apologies for the failure to elect according tolaw. Reconstr 
tion, new State constitutions, and other causes afforded some es 
for the failure. But now there is no reason saving the ignoral 
perversity of State officials for this great wrong against the peo 
of Georgia. For I assert that the failure of the electors to met 
the day prescribed by the Federal law to cast their votes in a 
ance with the popular vote of the State is an unpardonable Ouireg 
upon the right of suffrage. It sets aside the votes of all its citizens 
It disfranchises the State of Georgia. eo an 

Mark you, it is not the law that disfranchises; for that makes 
vision whereby every man’s vote in that popular election might ®® 
been effective in making up the result in the State. It was the ac n 
of Georgia’s officials that is now about to set aside Georgia’ * 
It was the ignorance or perversity of Georgia’s executive that = 
disfranchising our State. In the name of the peopie of — 
protest that they were not and are not responsible for tiis Tal’ 


r the ¢ 


comply with the supreme law of the United States fixing ™ 
which the vote should be cast. : : te civil ¥ 
The people of Georgia are, and have been since the rept 
ended, perfectly loyal to the Government. And I assert most 1) 
tively that where there are Federal and State laws conflicting wt 
gard to Federal elections, the Federal law is supreme. Lapp 


he demorras:. 
not y 
upon the 


abie 


© Vote tor Pr 
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oo 
reat mass of our people desire full and perfect conformity to all | racy here are standing shoulder to shoulder with us, and upon the 
*-gof thisFederal Union. This failure to cast their vote on the | same line on which we then stood. __ 
ie red by the Federal law is not the act or wish of the people Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee I ask the gentleman from Indiana t 
re They are prepared to announce to all the world that the | allow me to ask the gentleman from Georgia a questio 
i of “State sovereignty” overriding Federal laws touching Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield five minutes to the gentle from 
"| elections is an exploded doctrine. [Applause.] Iam opposed | Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER. ] 
‘tine the vote of Georgia, and at the same time I protestagainst | Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker—— 
nora e OI perversity by which the people of my State have The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentie h tron 
oorived of their vote. [Renewed applause. ] | Indiana that in the distribution of the time he yield alternately t 
‘ ” I ask, Mr. Speaker, as my time is out, the privilege to print | each side ot the N use. 
sow more remarks. | Mr. REED. W: the gentleman from I is ought to have 


SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia asks unanimous con- 
‘+ ¢o print further remarks. | 
“Ve CARLISLE. Before that consent is granted, I desire to ask the 


{ 
: an from Georgia a question. 
ze | ELTON. Certainly. * 
‘le CARLISLE. Whether he means to convey to this House the 
~ hot it was the intention of the Legislature of Georgia by the pas- 
a of th e law under which this electoral vote was cast to defy the 


+ of the General Government, or whether it was a mere mis- 
oversight ? 





FELTON. It was not—— 
‘> CARLISLE. Very well, then. 
Mr FELTON. It was not, but the Legislature of Georgia was in 
<ion, nearly a month from the day of the election until the vote was 
ind there was time suflicient to have had all this thing righted 
( cot formed to the Federal law ; the whole of it. 
Mr. HOUSE. Was the attention of the Legislature directed to it? 
Mr. FELTON. It wasnot. The newspapers told us that the atten- 


of the executive of Georgia—and I have nothing but respect for 
+ oxecutive—was called to it and the newspaper interview repre- 
sents him as saying that if he had known otherwise he would still 
ve done as he did. 
Mr. CARLISLE. Mr. Speaker, if that be the gentleman’s under- 
ng as to the motives which actuated the State of Georgia, I fail 
e relevancy of the remarks which he has made this morning. 
Mr, FELTON. I tell you the people of Georgia have no desire to 
ite the Federal law, none whatever. When this act was passed 
there was no intention or purpose on the part of our Legislature to 
t with the Federal law. 
HAMMOND, of Georgia. I ask whether that law was not put 
ur code of 1862, when we were under a president of the Confed- 
ite States, and got into the code by carelessness, and by careless- 
ss was copied into our present compilation? That is the fact. 
Mr. FELTON rose. 
BICKNELL. 
gia, [Mr. SPEER. ] 
Mr. FELTON. Let me beg afew minutes more. 
ior a few moments, 
The SPEAKER, The gentleman declines to yield further. 
Mr. VALENTINE. LI hope the gentleman from Georgia will 
ywed to answer that question as it is a very important one. 
Ihe SPEAKER. The Chair is quite willing, but the gentleman 
from Indiana declines, 
Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield to the gentleman from Georgia, [ Mr. 
SPEEI 
Mr. VALENTINE. I hope the gentleman from Indiana will allow 
that question to be answered. 
Mr. BICKNELL. I yield for two minutes to th 
eorgia, (Mr. SPEER. ] 
Mr. O'NEILL. The difticulty is we cannot all have an opportu- 
ty to saya word. I want a vote by yeas and nays. 
Mr. SPEER. Mr. Speaker, I believe I will make a remark supple- 
itary to that which has just been made by my colleague. He 
that henceforth the people of Georgia will be loyal to the Fed- 
‘al power. Sir, 1 say that the people of Georgia have been loyal to 
the Federal power since we laid down our arms in good faith in 1865, 
ud that when we accepted the amendments to the Constitution we 
accepted them in good faith, and we have abided by them. 
ln that remark I do not intend offensively to retlect in any sense 
‘te remark which has just fallen from the gentleman from Georgia, 
nd which I have quoted, but make that declaration for myself. 
The gentlemay trom New Jersey [Mr. RoBESON] did some of us 
‘justice when I said that none on this side dared to stand forth 
. . Speak tor what we understood to be true democracy against this 
“Tgan Joint resolution. There were three of us over here who did 
Sat thing, and our votes are found recorded against it. And I con- 
satulate my brethren of the democratic party that we have reached 
‘ution of this question upon which we can agree, and which will 
“0 Violence to those grand rights of the sovereign States for 
: i thought I was speaking when I voted against that joint res- 
ae which took the power from the States and vested it in Con- 
ae This resolution now to be adopted by Congress has speedily 
atitied that vote. _ 
1ave, sir, been cri 


{Falnst th 


I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Geor- 


I ask 


consent 


be 


e gentleman from 





savs 








al 


Titicised, together with my colleagues who voted 
isms et ponation, by the ultra partisan press. But those criti- 
lation, bat oo ( a ae to the fact that we voted against the reso- 
tisan methods ix th _— to the fact that we had antagonized ultra par- 
stand to that ‘the Empire State ofthe South. We were right, and I 

‘nat vote, and I find now, if I mistake not, that all the democ- 





ance to come in. 
{r. BICKNELL. I yield, then, tothe gentleman from Connecticut 
r. HAWLEY] for tive minutes. 

Ir. HAWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I shall need less 


ch 
h 

M 
h 


time than that 


| only desire to say, in behalf of my own vote, I wish that nothing 
against the right of the State of Georgia to be counted shall be in 
ferred from the terms of the second resolution. 
It is a principle usually held, or professedly at least, that the w 


of the people of a State if clearly asserted shall be allowed to have 


its due weight notwithstanding the negligence or errors of its met 
servants or delegates. I will venture to say that ifit depended upor 


il ih} is¢ 


my vote, I should vote to a cept the vote of Georgia in this ¢ » | 





cause the error was not the fault of the people of the State, but of 
their servants. 

I do not care, sir, to argue the case, but only affirm, as I do aga 
that I shall favor the passage of this second resolution, and that it 
shall be construed as not prejudicing the right of the State of Geo 
gia to be ¢ yunted if it shall be essential 

Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield to the gentleman from Illinois [M1 
SPRINGER] five miuutes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, t gentleman from New Jersey 


[Mr. ROBESON] very kindly referred to the fact that t be no 


here w ill 


obstacle now, after the passage of this resolution, to my personal at- 








tendance at the count of the electoral votes on Wednesday next I 
am grateful to the gentleman for calling my attention to that fact 


If there is a duty 


y which is imposed upon me as a member of Congress 
that I do not desire to shrink from it is the duty of participating as a 
member of the House of Representatives in the counting of the elect 
oral votes. 

I have always believed, Mr. Speaker, and still believe, that it is 
the right and duty of the two Houses to count these votes. And as 
a member of one of the Houses whose duty it is under the Constitu 
tion to count them, I am gratified to know that I shall be permitted 
by the kind courtesy of the gentleman on the other side to attend o 
Wednesday next as a member of this House and participate in that 
duty. But the doctrine of gentlemen upon the other side that we 


were to participate here, in the capacity of members of this House 
in the performance of a high constitutional duty 


Ys 


not 
look 
on as idle spectators—that we were to go through the mere farce of 
counting by s f the \ 


but simply to 


itting here and witnessing the count ice-Pres 


ident or the President of the Senate, has been repudiated by gentle 
men on the other side. Insuch a revolutionary and unconstitutional 
proceeding I did mn: » be aspectator. And I am glad that 


»t desire t 
this House will not now be invited to attend such an unauthorize 
and revolutionary proceeding It would have been ndetr 
such circumstances as my friend from Kentucky [ Mr. OSCAR TURNER] 
has said a mere mockery and not a cou nder the Con 
stitution. You might ji direct the Sergeant-at-Arms t 
count them, as the Senator from New York [Mr. CONKLING] said in 
his speech in the Senate, or have it done by the Doorkeeper or the 
pages, if itis a mere clerical labor of that kind. Forif itis a mere mat- 
ter of counting, anybody can perform that unofficial and clerical duty 

This side of the House has clung tenaciously to the precedent 
established from the foundation of the Government down to the 
present time as to the right and duty of the two Houses, under th 
Const And the duty of the Vice 
President, or President of the Senate, to preside simply, and act as 
the ofticial organ of the two Houses in declaring such a result as t! 
tellers—the agents of the two Houses—may report to him for decla 
ration, has always been maintained as a logical deduction from the 
language of the Constitution itself. Thatis all he has todo. This 
resolution recognizes that duty as the limit of his powers under th 
Constitution. He is our organ merely—our mouth-piece to declat 
the result which the two Houses, through their agents, have found 
That doctrine is recognized in this resolution. That is the old dem 


} 
8 


as that. 


fe¢eha x + , 
Ol bit vores u 


ist as we 


itn 


+ ] ] . 
itution, to count the electoral votes. 


ocratic doctrine; the doctrine maintained through all these years, and 
I congratulate the other side of the House that they have at last 


abandoned the revolutionary [derisive laughter upon the republican 
side] idea that the Vice-President is to count the electoral votes 

Mr. BICKNELL. I yield five minutes tothe gentleman from Ohi 
[Mr. KEIFER. } 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania[ Mr. O’NEILI 
has been on the floor desiring recognition. 

Mr. BICKNELL. I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania one 
minute. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I simply desire to congratulate the people of t! 
country that the Senate of the United States has passed in a patri 
otic and sensible way this concurrent resolution, and that it will pass 
the House, so that it will have passed both Houses of Congress prior 


16 
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Saisie oleate monte E 
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to the count of the electoral vote on Wednesday next. The people| Mr. Speaker, for the reason that the vote of the State of G 
ought to be congratulated on this, and I for one want the vote taken | is not decisive of the presidential election, I urge that . precedes ¥ 
; : . e ae : " . . . S _ ‘ CR ent ‘ 
without any delay so that we may place on the record our names by | be now established. Let this question be now met and settled, 4. 
an a2ye-and-no vote as another precedent that we are patrioticenough | that the decision reached after a non-partisan discussion ana) * 


; z . S c : : h , and 
to carry out the intention of the Constitution and the laws; so that | the result will be unchanged by that determination, may st ur 


we may count the vote on the day specified and inaugurate on the | precedent in our legislative history. Had this question ar —_—— 









































































ith day of March, as determined by theelection andin the usual way, | years ago, the question of future party supremacy might ha ie. 
; the distinguished men who have been elected President and Vice- | pended upon its settlement. In the temper the public mind tl a 
I President of the United States. [Cries of ‘ Vote!” “Vote!’] | with such issues at stake, with the Senate and House under d ; 
££ Mr. BICKNELL. Iyield to the gentleman from Ohio[Mr. KEIFrER] | ent party control, how utterly futile would have been any att... 
a! five minutes. to fairly determine this question. Possibly, sir, this question 
ii Mr. KEIFER. I do not rise for the purpose of specially opposing | come up at some future period of our history, when its decisio, 
[ these resolutions. The first resolution is in the usual form, and it is | be literally the determination of who shall be the President ana Vv 
, } wl y unobjectionable. The second resolution provides the alter- | President of the United States. Should such an exigen: 7 perth 
A native of not counting the vote of any State about which there may | will be well for the country if a precedent has been esta) : 
ni be a question. Of course that is directed, in this parti ular case, assented to, and concurred in by all parties. y 
‘j gainst the State of Georgia. It is seemingly an innocent expedient. While I believe the vote of Georgia should be counted. y . 
It has precedent for it; but it is objectionable because it assumes a | deem it far more important that a wise precedent be now estah}is 
direction by Congress in the counting of the electoral votes. It un- | to which we may confidently appeal amidst the turmoil of pol): 
F dertakes to direct by a mere resolution of the two Houses what the | excitement, and when the peace of the country is trembline in : 
| President of the Senate shall doin the performance of a constitu- | balance. _ : 
: ; tional duty specially cast on him. Mr. BICKNELL. I yield one minute tothe gentleman from Geo 
i I deny that any power, whether the Vice-President or the Congress | [Mr. Cook. ] 
} of the United States, has the right to say the counting of the vote of Mr.COOK. My colleague [Mr. FELTON] has made something os 
' any State shall not take place, and I deny that there is any power | attack on the loyalty of the State of Georgia. In November. js 
anywhere to reject the vote of any State after it has been cast and | with two of my colleagues, I was in the constitutional convent 
properly certified and returned. I believe the election of President | that State. In that convention the State of Georgia recognj 
and Vice-President took place, in effect, at least, in November last. I | thirteenth amendment; and from that hour to this no act has; 
believe that on the first Wednesday in December last the voice of | been placed upon her statute-book in contravention of the pow: 
the people was recorded through the electoral colleges over this | authority of thisGovernment. There is but one disloyal man 
ountry, and that the President and Vice-President of the United | State who denies the authority of this Government, and he is t 
States were then elected, and thatthe forms we are about to go through | strongest and ablest advocate whom tho gentleman representine { 
here are mere forms provided and fixed by the Constitution. I be- | seventh district [Mr. FELTON] has. He is the only Bourbon dem, ( 
eve that our action in the matter of counting electoral votes does | crat in the State. He denounces this Government and everybhod: , 
’ ot make or unmake the President or Vice-President. | who does not kneel down and support the honorable gentlema 
In the presence of the two Houses the Constitution requires cer- | colleague from the seventh district. 
tain things to be done, which amounts only to a public declaration of The people of Georgia are loyal to thisGovernment. They 1 
n election of President and Vice-President Which has already taken | nize fully the power of Government under the Constitutio: 
place. there has been no act of the Legislature in opposition to it; 
After electoral votes are ascertained to have been cast, it would be | party of the State of Georgia, no man except one, a special advocat 
high usurpation in any person, official, or body to reject them. | and friend of my colleague, [Mr. FELTON,] defies in any : 
I wish to say a single word in reference to Georgia. If the ques- | whatever the power and authority of this Government. 
tion were presented here now, with the light I have upon that sub- | As regards the time when the electoral college met, ow 
ject, I should, if I were to participate in determining it—andI do not | made the same mistake as the President did when he appoin 
see how that could possibly be under the Constitution—I should be | Secretary of War to act as Secretary of the Navy for ten days, 
n favor of counting the vote of Georgia, because I believe the people | again for ten days, until he found, when his attention was called 
voted in November for electors for President and Vice-President. | it by the Attorney-General, that he was exceeding his authority 
They then elected the electors of the State ; and while those electors | Mr.VALENTINE. Will the gentleman inform the House when t 
did not meet on the precise day fixed by the laws of the United States, | law under which the electoral college met was passed ? 
still they seem to have in good faith met and cast their votes in accord- Mr. BICKNELL. Iyield five minutes to the gentleman from (x 
ance with the instructions and directions, so to speak, of the people | gia, [Mr. HAMMOND. ] 
of the State of Georgia. There was no fraud or intention to commit Mr. CONGER. I submit that in a fair distribution of time the 
iraud or wrong. Ido not hold that time can be the essence of that | floor should not be allotted to three or four on one side and then to 
vote, although I admit if any fraud or any wrong were thereby com- | one on another. Several gentlemen on this side have attempted to 
mitted, the State might be disfranchised for that reason. | get the eye of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. BICKNELL,} but 
Mr. COOK. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. either because he wants to punish us for past conduct, or for some 
Mr. KEIFER. I will hear it. other reason, they have failed to obtain his recognition. 
Mr. COOK. Suppose the vote of Georgia changed the result of The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BICcKNELL] 33 
the presidential election, would you then vote for counting it ? | in charge of the resolution and has control of the first hour for ce- 
‘ Mr. CALKINS. I would if there were no fraud. | bate. During that hour the Chair has nothing whatever to do with 
Mr. KEIFER. I do not admit, in the first place, that I would have | assigning the floor to gentlemen. The Chair will state, however, that 
or could have, under the Constitution and laws of the United States, | he thinks the gentleman from Indiana has shown a disposition to 
any right to decide that question; but if I had, as I now understand | yield the floor to gentlemen on both sides of the House. On the sice 
t, I should vote under such state of case to admit the votes of that | of the House where the gentleman from Michigan sits four gentle- 
State in the count. | men have spoken, the gentleman from New Jersey, [ Mr. ROBESON, 
Mr. BICKNELL. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from IIli- | thegentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. O’NEILL, ] the gentleman from 
nois, [Mr. STEVENSON. ] | Connecticut, [Mr. HAWLEY,] and the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr 
Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Speaker, while I shall vote for the pend- | KErFER.] The Chair thinks that upon examination it will be foune 
ng joint resolution, I regret that it is not so framed as to squarely | that the time has been fairly divided. © 
meet the question as to whether the electoral vote of the State of | Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire simply to verify a stateme! 
Georgia shall be counted or rejected upon next Wednesday. Know- | which I made from memory while my colleague [Mr, FELTON) 
iz ing that the distinguished gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BIcKNELL] | upon the floor. I will read from the code of Georgia of 1361, which 
Hh had given much thought and investigation to this subject, I called | by law took effect on the Ist day of January, 1562, Section Tov | 
“4 his attention to this matter a few moments ago and asked what con- | that code is in these words: a 
Batik lusion he had reached in regard to this important question. But I On the twentieth day after said election shall have taken place it is the duty © 
ly regret to see that the temper of this House seems now to be in favor | the governor to consolidate A ee a ee aaierit ani t 
ee of evading rather than settling this question. For myself I agree | *on#.0f thelr election who have received. vote aman Fr a 
if : With the gentieman irom Connecticut, (Mr. HAWLEY, J that the Peo- | cast the vote of the State on the Wednesday following, at twelve 0 « eT a 
Ee j ple of the State of Georgia should not be deprived of the right to By a careless compilation that got into the code of 156¥, and ©) 
have their vote counted because of the ignorance or mistake of the oversight it also got into the code of 1868, and in that way misled 
5)" officials of that State. A mere technicality cannot deprive the peo- | the parties. I wish now to makeone other quotation from every (0 
“aay ple of the right to be heard upon the most momentous question upon stitution of Georgia except that which she had during the war, 


5 which they are ever called to act. 

This identical question arose in 1°57 in regard to counting the elect- 
oral vote of the State of Wisconsin. The electors failed to meet and The laws of force in this State shall beas follows : The Constitation of th 
cast the vote for President and Vice-President upon the day pre- States as the supreme law; as next in order, treaties and statutes of the ©® 
scribed, having been delayed by a snow-storm. The question as to | States made and enacted pursuant to said Constitution ; as next in — 
counting the vote of Wisconsin was raised in the joint session in Feb- | stitution of the State, and under that the statutes of said State of Gc oe oa 
ruary, 1057, but was soon settled, as the result did not depend upon Allow me to make another remark. I reget that my colleagn te 
that State. Georgia [Mr. SPEER] should arraign the rest of us, both of his 


memory, 


show her loyalty to the laws of the Union. (I quote from 
but am correct as to the fact :) 









Tnitea 
United 


State 


1881. 


1 of his party, for an alleged dereliction in duty, in order to justify 

at some have thought to be his violation of party allegiance and 

~ It may be a subject of congratulation to him that in his esti- 
“| ow the tail wags the dog. Let it be so. 

tire, however, as I am in the line of quoting authorities, in reply 

~ e suggestion of the gentleman that the independent is always 

+ and every body else is wrong, to quote a declaration from Coke’s 

“sentes, made many years ago of course, 

1 Coke in the Fourth Institute draws a parallel between a use- 

ve aber of Parliament—one possessed of all “ properties a Parlia- 

hould have”—and the Solomon of the bestial world, to 

elephant. ‘ Every member of the House,” he says, “ being a 

olor, should have three properties of the elephant: first, that 

+h no gall; secondly, that he is intlexible and cannot bow; 

~ that he is of a most ripe and perfect memory. * * * 

1 add two other properties of the elephant—the one that the 

it is philanthropos, homini erranti viam ostendit, (a philanthropist 

wed the wanderer his road.) ‘The other, that though they 

ovirtutis ct maximi intellectus, of greatest strength and under- 

r famen gre gatin. semper incedunt, yet they are sociable, and 

ie companies. Sociable creatures that go in flocks or herds are 

‘byrtful. as deer, sheep, &c., but beasts that walk solely or sin- 

rly, as bears, foxes, are dangerous and hurtful. [Great 
hier.) And these properties ought every Parliament man to 
iHeard’s Curiosities of the Law Reporters, page 133.) 

Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. CALKINS. ] / 

“Mr. CALKINS. I will not require five minutes to express my judg- 
eit, first upon the rule which has been brought here from the Sen- 
te. and next with reference to counting the vote of the State of 

Georgia, which has been incidentally referred to in this debate. 

In the first place, I desire to say that it is well known to many of 
ny colleagues that I do not agree that there is any power under the 
‘stitution in the Vice-President to count the electoral votes of the 
in the sense of determining any question of fact. It certainly 
lows that if a man is to perform judicial functions in determining 
> question of fact, he must hear evidence to determine it. Ido 
t agree that the Vice-President under the Constitution has any 
wer to hear testimony or to decide any controverted question of 














-- 
ax., 


t} 





States, 





her do I agree that the two Houses of Congress, acting sepa- 
or in joint convention, have any such power. My judgment 
) all instances which have arisen or which may arise here- 
after relative to any disputed vote, the matter should be referred to 
some tribunal to be decided, and that all such cases are omitted cases 
the Constitution. 
Now, astothe vote of the State of Georgia, Iwanttosay with my friend 
1 Ohio, [Mr. KEIFER,] who was asked the question whether he 
would vote to count the vote of the State of Georgiaif it decided a pres- 
idential contest—I want to be frank in all my political actions as I 
have tried to be in all other acts of my life—I believe that, although 
the law of Congress provides that the votes of the States shall be cast 
on a certain day, that cannot deprive and it ought not to deprive the 
people of any State of the choice they have honestly made at the 
DOS, 
If the people of Georgia, as I believe they did, honestly went to the 
polls and voted in November last, and that vote was counted and 
electors were chosen by a majority of the votes so deposited in the bal- 
lot-box, then the electoral vote of Georgia should be counted, and 
neither this Congress nor any other can afford to throw out the vote 
f any State upon any such mere technicality. That would make the 
chaff and the husks that cover the kernel greater than the kernel itself. 
These are but forms in order to ascertain and declare a given result. 
The great result was declared by the action of the voters themselves 
without fraud, and it ought to be counted. And if the vote of Georgia 
Were necessary to be counted in order to decide the contest—if that 
oie were free from all fraud and we had the power to say whether 
‘should be counted or not—I would vote to count it, though the 
lesuit might be against my party. 
Mr. BICKNELL. I now yield seven minutes to the gentleman 
‘tom Ohio, [Mr. McManon. } 
Mr. McMAHON. Mr. Speaker, the resolution now submitted to 
™ House is construed by my distinguished friend from New Jersey 
Lr. ROBESON] as the abandonment of the democratic position on 
wissudject. Allow me to correct him. If the resolution contains 
‘nything whatever, it contains the assertion that the two Houses 
‘aintain their right to declare what may be counted, or how it may 
, counted ; because it was as competent for them to pass a resolu- 
; n that the vote of Georgia should or should not be counted as to 
fetid that it should be counted in a particular way. The pending 
_ ution says to the President of the Senate in terms that he has 
control over the subject. 
vaste providing for counting the vote we have failed 
lation. Whr) > r matters that are contained in the Morgan reso- 
ing business in } cause they were unnecessary. Because the press- 
of the Unit . 1and is the declaration of the election of a President 
\ © United States. 
more tha tnt one man has been elected. We desire to do no 
éetiled in the © the one proposition in this House, as it has been 
other, which necessarily protruded itself. We have for 
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the present abandoned, as not a practival question at this time, th 
proposition whether the vote of a State may be rejected by the vote 


of one House or only upon the concurrent vote of two Houses. That 
is a question which is left open for the future. Whether the vote of 
the State of Georgia shall be counted or not, by reason of a failure 
to vote on the day fixed by law, is a question of no concern in this 
particular instance, however important as an abstract question, be- 
cause either way the result will not be changed. Therefore we do not 
pass upon the question definitely. Iam happy to see my friends or 


the other side so magnanimous as they now seem to be toward the 


State of Georgia, when her vote makes no difference in the result 
Ve all smile on this side when we think of the situation in case Geor 

gia’s vote would have elected General Hancock. I am glad to hear 
those gentlemen say that the vote of the people as cast upon electior 

day should prevail without reference to subsequent proceedings. But 
I remember four years ago when the sun went down on election day a 
majority of the people in Louisiana and Florida had voted for Samue! 
J. Tilden for President; and we thought then the election was set 

tled. But when that vote had passed through the machinery of a 
returning board, the result turned out to be different. The certificates 
of the governors of those States were against us. We then thought 
we would look to the certificates of the other governors. When they 
came in we were not only deprived of the votes of the States of Flo 

ida and Louisiana, where the vote of the people had been for us, but 
we received no benefit from the certificate of the governor of Oregon 

where the vote of the people had been against us. Thus in the State 
of Oregon the vote of the people prevailed, but in the States of Lou- 
isiana and Florida it did not. Only republicans can produce such 
glaring inconsistencies. 

Mr. ROBESON. Was not the vote of the State of Oregon counted 
by the unanimous action of the electoral commission, including dem 
ocrats and republicans alike? 

Mr. MCMAHON. According to the original intention of the Con 
stitution of our Government the election of President was not intended 
to be decided when the voters cast their votes forelectors. The elect 
ors, it was supposed, would be chosen without any pledge to vote for 
any particularcandidate. Indeed the idea of such pledge was distinctly 
repudiated. The presidential election, underthat theory, did not take 
place upon the day when the people voted. But according t 
modern practice every elector 1s chosen under a supposed pledge to 
vote fora particular person. Yet in 1476 neither the vote of the peo 
ple as cast on election day nor the vote of the electors as certified by 
the governors of the respective States decided the presidential ele 
tion; but that question was settled by some other power. A count 
intervened; and the declaration was made pursuant to the count 
not the vote. Without expressing now any opinion upon this question, 
it seems, according to some of the precedents of the past, never to be 
determined who has been elected President until the two Houses have 
made the final declaration. That question, however, we now remit 
to the future. ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” Let me 
suggest to gentlemen: Suppose the electors meet and decline to vote, 
or vote for another person. Are they prepared to say, under the Con 
stitution as it now stands, that such action may be reversed 
appeal to the actual vote of the people? If so, by whom? 

But we will pass over all these questions. The claim that 
President of the Senate has any right to count the votes in the sense 
of settling any disputed question, is a heresy which is to-day stamped 
out forever, I think, by the action of the Senate, and our probable 
action to-day, not only in the passage of this resolution, but of an 
additional one declaring the intent and meaning of the one under 
consideration. It is thus made apparent that this one question is to 
be regarded as settled in our future politics now and forever. I want 
to say in the hearing of gentlemen on either side, (and if I misstate 
the position of any gentleman within the sound of my voice I hope 
he will take the liberty to interrupt me and make the necessary cor- 
rection,)—I believe I speak also for the independent men from Geor 
gia who have spoken on this occasion, (if I do not express their view 
I hope they will interrupt me,)—I think I speak the voice of the ma- 
jority on this floor, certainly of every man on this side of the House, 
when I say that whatever may have been their views about the Mor 
gan resolution, they are united upon the proposition that the Presi 
dent of the Senate has no right to count the votes for President and 
Vice-President; and with this declaration of the majority of both 
Houses, I hope this heresy is buried now and forever. 

Mr. ROBESON. Before the gentleman takes his seat will hea 
me one minute? 

Mr. MCMAHON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ROBESON. I have called for a division of this question be- 
cause the first resolution commits nobody on principle 


»~our 





by an 


the 


low 





Mr. MCMAHON. I yielded to the gentleman for a question only. 
Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman yielded to me one minute. 


Mr. MCMAHON. For a question. 

Mr. ROBESON. Very well. I have called for a division because 
the second proposition, although in terms it implies what the gentle- 
man says, is an old proposition which has been upon the records of 
the country’s history for more than thirty years, and has been held 
to bind nobody. If it were a new proposition, I might oppose some 
of its words and some of its inferences; but as it is old, I am willing 
to let it pass with the simple record of my opinion against it. 

Mr.McMAHON. The gentleman certainly has not asked me any 
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question. 
j 


1 want to say to the gentleman th: 
upon record where the Vice-President of the United States has de- 
clared a man elected except as the mere organ of the two Houses 
On the contrary, these old precedents, which the gentleman says set- 
tle nothing, settle what we settle here to-day; and that is that the 
Vice-President h iatright. And we shall vote upon this reso- 
lution intelligently, as the bes ision called for will enable gentlemen 
to vote upo in the second s tion byitself. It contains, as I have said, 


it there is no precedent 


is nov 


7 
\ 


Vi 
+ 
Lit 


an absolute negation of the rig of the Vice-President. Hen 

many gentlemen on the other side will vote against it 1 
Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman does not expect me to answer? Elam. 
| Here the hammer fell. } 


Mr. BICKNELL. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. BICKNELL., 


How mu 


h time have I left 


My second reason for objecting to it is that the second brane h 

f the proposition implies the right of the two Houses to consider 
whether or not the vote of Georgia shall or shall not be counted. I 
dissent from that right on the part of the two Houses and aver that 
the right under existing laws and under the Constitution resides in 
the Vice-President of the United States, in the President of 
no action on the part of Congress can 


cast. 


f the Sen- . 


ate, and that take from hin 


that ri ght 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. BAYNE. I should like to have a minute more. 

A MEMBER. Print. 

The SPEAKER. Does th © ge ntleman desire leave to print? 

Mr. BAYNE. No, sir; I do not desire to print. 

The SPEAKER. Somebody suggested 
posed it was the gentleman’s request 

Mr. BAYNE. No, sir. 

Mr. BICKNELL. I now demand the previous question. 

rhe previous question was seconded and 
ordered. 

Mr. BICKNELL moved to reconsider 
question was ordered ; 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. A div 
‘ first branch of the reso] 
rhe Clerk read as follows 


iret. That 4) 
il thie 


| Laughter. ] 


to print and the Chair su 


the main question was 


the vote by which the main 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider 


I demand vote on each branch of the 


separate 


demanded the vote will first be 


lution which 


sion being 


will be read 


i Hall of the House 
9th of February, 1481, at twelve o'clock 
requirement of the Constitution and laws relating to the 
United States, 

presiding officer; that two persons shall 1 


Senate and two on the part of the 
} 


two Houses of llassemble in the 
n Wednesday, the 
lant to the 
esident and Vice-President of the 
nat all be the 
rson the part of th 
ist OF Lhe votes as they shall be dec 


Congress sl 
sentatives o 
President 
be appointed 
House of Represent- 
ired; that the 


and the 


result shall 


C 


rave na, 
woes ett 

Davidson 
Davis, 


Davis, Lowndes 


De La Matyr 


Veuste! 


Dibre 





Harris, John T. 


Hatch, 


Joseph J. 


md, N. J. 
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lawley 
Hayes 
Hazelton, 
Heilman 
Henkle, 
H. Herbert 
Hill 
Hiscock 
Hooker 
Horr 


Hi tley 


hostetie! 








Lindsey, 

Lounsbery, 
Manning 

Martin, 
Martin, 
McGowan, 
McKenzie 


Acklen, Deering, 
Aldrich, William Dwight, 
Anderson, Ford 
Bailey, Forsythe, 
Ballou, Fort, 
Bayne, Frye, 


Blake, 

Boyd 

Bre wer, 

Briggs, 

Bri; gham 

Brow ne, 
Camp, 

Conger, 

Converse, 

Cowgill, 

- rowle iv, 
Julberson, 

Davis George R. 

Davis, Horace 


Aldrich, N. W. 
Armfield 
Bachman, 
Barber, 
Barlow, 
Berry, 
Bing 
Bliss, 
Butterworth, 
Caswell, 
Claflin, 
Clark, 
Einstein 
Erret tt, 


ham, 


So the secor 


Alvah A. 


Godshalk, 
Harmer, 


Harris, Benj. W. 


Haskell, 
Hawk, 
Henderson, 
Houk, 
Hubbell, 
[urd, 

Joyee, 
Keifer. 
Lapham 
Loring, 
Lowe, 


Benj. F. 
Edward L. 


McLane 
McMahon, 
McMillin, 
Mills 
Money 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Morton, 
Myers 
New 
Nicholls 
OC onnor, 
O'Neill, 
O'Reilly 
Pony 
Phelps 
Philips, 
Phister 
Poehler 
Prescott 
Reagan, 
Rice, 
Richardson, J. §, 
Robinson, 
Rothwell, 

Ryon, John W. 
Samford, 
Sawyer, 

Scales 

Scoville, 

Shelley, 


NAYS-—77. 


Marsh, 
Mason, 
McCoid, 
McKinley, 
Miller 
Monroe, 
Neal, 
Orth, 
Osmer 
Pacheco, 
Pound, 
Price, 
Ray, 


Reed, 


Richardson, D. P. 


Robeson, 
Ryon, Thomas 
Shallenberger, 
Sherwin, 
Slemons, 


NOT VOTING—55. 


Gibson, 
Gillette, 
Hammond 
Henry, 
Herndon, 
Humphrey, 
Hutchins, 
James, 
Jorgensen, 
Ketcham 
Knott, 
McCook, 
Miles, 


Mite hell, 


1d branch of 


John 


Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Murch, 
Newbe rry, 
Norcross, 
O'Brien, 
Overton 
Page, 
Richmond, 
Robertson 


Ross, 

Russell, — L. 
Russell, W. 

Sapp 








Wellborn 
Wells, 
Whiteaker 
Whitthorne 
Williams, Tho 
Willis 
Wilson 

Wise 
Wright 
Yeates 


Smith, A. Herr 
Thomas, 


Thompson, W. G 


Townsend, Amos 
Tyler 
Updegraff, J. T, 
Updegraff, Thomas 
Urner, 
Valentine 

Van Voorbis 
Wait, 

Ward 

Weaver, 

Willits, 

Wood, Walter A, 
Young Casey 
Young, Thomas I 


Smith 

Sparks 

Starin 

Stevenso1 

Taylor, Robert L 
4 


Hezekiah B 


Van Aernar 
Voorhis 
Washbur 


Whit 
Wilber 
Williams, ( 
Wood, Fern 
Yocur 


the resolution was agreed to. 


ac ed to the President of the Senate, who shall announce the state of the 


During the roll-eall, 















ote and the persons elected, to the two Hi uses assem led as aforesaid, which 


; Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, said: My colleague, Mr. BARBER, is 
a ee) + declaration of the persons elected President and Vice-President . + ht 
f the United States; and, together with a list of votes, be entered on the journals | tained at his room on account of eases. ‘I endeavored to ob i 
» House pair for him, but have not succeeded. 
Mr. O'NEILL I should like to have the yeas and nays on the pas- Mr. HUTCHINS, Iam paired with Mr. Ketcuam; if not,Is 


have voted in the affirmative. 
Mr. SCALES. I am paired with Mr. ERRETT except when neces 
sary tomakea quorum. As this does not seem to be a politica! ques 


} lev? YY 
of the res¢ ol 


Iwo minutes 
I vield fe one rmninute to e we an Iror 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bayn} ield 
Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have only oneword tosay. The tirst Finley 
resolution ] at cede to because it follows the precede! nts ad opted b ce ata 
the Government of the United States from the beginning ofthe Gov- ‘Yost, 
ernment down to the year 1865. reddes, 
The second branch | object to for two reasons. First, Ido not be- | Goode 
lieve the will of a State should be overthrown on a technicality, but Ih ~ * 
that the vote of Georgia should be counted if that vote were properly | Hamm 
Mr. ] ROBESON. Not on this branch ? 

ir. ONEILL. No: not on this branch. 

t branch ¢ I have voted. 


Lhe ine t the resolution was agreed to. — ; 
I The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk: 
Mr. Erretr with Mr. SCALEs, until Monday next. 
Mr. Smitru, of Georgia, with Mr. es on political questions 
sting such votes by act of Congress, in pursuance of the Constitution of the Mr. STEVENSON with Mr. MitcHeiyt. If Mr. MITCHELL were pres 
Unite = States, it the counting, or omitting 2 eens, aa h votes she all not essentially | ent, Mr. STEVENSON would vote in the affirmative. a 
Senate in the following manners’ Were the votes tf clestors cast om the oer dag | , Mr. RicuMonD with Mr. JORGENSEN, on political questions afte 


Saturday, the 5th instant, till farther notice. 
Mr. BLIss with Mr. CLAFLIN. 
Mr. BINGHAM with Mr. FERNANDO Woop. 
Mr. Hurp with Mr, I SUTTERWORTH. 
Mr. HERNDON with Mr. SApp. 
Mr. Hutcuins with Mr. KETCHAM. 
Mr. JAMES with Mr. O’BRIEN. 
Mr. CASWELL with Mr. BACHMAN, on political questions. 
Mr. McCook with Mr. MULLER, on political questions. 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois, with Mr. MILEs. 
Mr. OVERTON with Mr. TAYLor of Tennessee. 


ounted, the result would be for A B for President of the 
otes, and for C D for President of the United States 
result would be for A B for President of the 
lL) for President of United States — 


resident of t United States. And in the 


votes ; 
» United States —— 
but in either 
» manner for 





the votes 
t= selected I sam 


President 


O'NEILL dé sa ide 


ordered, 


i the yeas and nays. 
* yeas and nays were 
question was taken; and it 


1 ~~ ~ = 
i 


OV, naws «<4, not 


me .CONGER and Mr. 
rl] 


he was decided in the affirmatin 


eas voting 55; as foll 


ows: 


Phe q stio ecurred on the second branch, as follows 

Second. That if it shall appear that any votes of electors for President 01 Vice- 

President of the United States has been given on a day other than that fixed for 

YEAS—1i060. Z| 
| 
{1 


——. Se enER, Cabell, Clark, John 5. Mr. Ross with Mr. RussELL of Massachusetts. aa 
Atkins, Blount Calkins, a aed. HAMMOND, of New York, absent on account of sickness, ¥!™ 
Baker Bouck Cannon Cobb ir. Smitu, of New Jersey. | . -abich 
Beale, Bowman, Carlisle, Coffroth, — SPARKS. I sent awritten notice of a pair on yesterday which 
Belford, Bragg, nnn, Colerick, has not been read. . 
Reltzhoover Bright, Chalmers, Cook rote it will be reac- 
Bicknell Buckner Chittenden Covert The SPEAKER. If it refers to the present vote it for a certal! 
Bisbee Burrows Clardy Cox Mr. SPARKS. On yesterday I sent a continuous pair ore 
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‘desire to state that I am paired with the gentleman from 
ania, Mr. WHITE. 

sult of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

; KNELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the con- 
ons were adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
1id on the table. 

was agreed to. 


LEAVE TO PRINT, 


re 
pT 
Di 


wvop Mr 
AD arabe e 
have seldom or never done since I have been a member 
nd that is, as I had no opportunity to discuss the ques- 


nnection with it. 
[See Appendix. ] 
ARCTIC EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
VHITTHORNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
the Speaker’s table and put upon its passage Senate bill 
providing for a search for the missing steamer Jeannette of 
rotic exploring expedition. 

SPEAKER. The title of the bill will be read, after which the 

will ask for objections. 

Clerk read as follows : 
& No, 2131) appropriating money, to be used under the direction of the 
epartment, to prosecute a search for the steamer Jeannette of the arctic 
ex} 


) objection. 






ed1UON. 


1)? The Chair hears none. The bill will goto the Committee 


he Whole House on thestate of the Union for consideration. 


:. KEIFER. Why not put it upon its passage at once ? 
he SPEAKER. It might be done by consent. 
{ry, WHITTHORNE. Then I ask unanimous consent to put it 


«» itn? ace 
non ifs passage. 


, SPEAKER. Without objection the bill will be read, after 
) the Chair will again ask for objection. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


vr 


\ 


‘Mr. MILLS. The bill has just been read. I could not have objected | 


\ 


{ 
r. 4 


i, éc., That the sum of $175,000, or so much thereof as may be ncces- 
ind is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
ppropriated, to be applied under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy 

mmediate charter or purchase, equipment, and supply of a vessel in the 
tion of asearch for the steamer Jeannette, of the arctic exploring expedi- 





ich other vessels as may be found to need assistance during said cruise. | 


{y, MILLS. I make the point of order that this bill, which makes 


ppropriation, originated in the Senate instead of in the House | 


re it should have originated. 
eSPEAKER. The bill is now before the House by unanimous 
t, and the Chair inclines to think it is too late to make objec- 
ts consideration. 
{r, MILLS. The point of order I make is that the bill under the 
stitution should have originated in the House of Representa- 
SPEAKER, In view of the fact that unanimous consent was 
for the present consideration of the bill, the Chair inclines to 
he objection too late. 


HALMERS. The gentleman should have made objection be- 
twas given to the consideration of the bill and before it 


Oonse? 


Tas} 


\ 


le SPEAKER. The title of the bill discloses the fact that it | 
Akes An appropriation, but the Chair will not in haste take advan- 
Mr. KEIFER, I demand the regular order. 


Ti 


‘ 


Mr. MILLS, 


ir. WHITTHORNE. 


be SPEAKER, 


f 


I could not tell what the bill contained or know that 
ade an appropriation until after the bill was read. 


I trust my friend from Texas will withhold 
ection just at this time. Every motive of humanity should 
tusto passthis atonce. The lives of our seamen and the crew 


t vessel are imperiled, and steps should promptly be taken to | 


ite them if they can be found. 


Ss objection 


I hope, therefore, he will with- 


alt 


The Chair recognized the gentleman from Ten- 


make the motion because of the fact that the subject re- | 
ue lives of American seamen and citizens now in jeopardy, 
| himself of the opportunity, when presented after the reading of the 


MILT at the Chair thinks, should be taken. | 
“vs: What did the Chair do with my point of order? 
‘SPEAKER. The Chair has not made any decision on the } 
er made by the gentleman from Texas. — 
ATKINS, 
of this bill. I am as much in sympathy with suffering hu- 
Y 4s ny colleague from Tennessee can possibly be. But there 
‘er and an important question involved in this, one that may 


iSi 


oint 


r 


Ppropriation bills. 


,, 2 present itself for our consideration. I believe that this right, 


Speaker, before leaving this subject, I desire | 


SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of | Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS] will waive pressing the question of order. 


«MILLS. If this matter was so urgent, why did not the House | 


Mr. Speaker, I sympathize most heartily with the 


1 a dangerous precedent as to the right of the Senate to origi- | 
I believe, sir, that no more important ques- | 





free government could advance than the claim that the Senate shal 
exercise this right. It is at war with the whole history of cons 


i 
titi 
titu- 


| tional government in this country and of civil liberty everywhere. 


| 


I object to establishing such a precedent here. 
be allowed to take the usual course. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that he has allowed this 
bill to be presented here for reasons of humanity. He is unwilling 


I hope the bill will 


to make a decision upon this point, for the reason that the same point 


| 


ed by this concurrent resolution, I ask leave to print some | 








am the popular branch of our system of government, is the | 
Cauon ar leant. ssa gee 8 » ' 7 
; 0 and bulwark of our civil liberty. Break down that bar- 


ey ‘ther destroy the bulwark of civil liberty in this country. 
ve there J ) 


ant I 
iS ho more centralizing doctrine that the enemies of 





| cause it would be giving away the position taken by this House. 
| object to the consideration of the bill. 


has been made upon another bill, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary; and the Chair is advised that they have fully 
considered the questions involved and have prepared a report—— 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. They have already made a re- 
port. 

The SPEAKER. They have reported, and the report has been re- 
committed for review, or with the intention of bringing it up on a ques- 
tion of privilege. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I was just going to state that this is a ques- 
tion in which I sympathize with my colleague from Tennessee, and 
also with the gentleman from Texas, who makes the point of order. 
I agree with them. It is an important question, a judicial question, 
a constitutional question, which has been referred to the Judiciary 


| Committee, which has undergone their consideration, which has been 


reported upon and the report recommitted, and which will come be- 
fore the House in an appropriate manner to be determined. Now, sir, 
in view of all the facts and circumstances concerning this question, 
I trust my friend from Texas [Mr. MILLs] and my colleague from 


And besides, I consider they are rather late in making the suggestion. 
Mr. ATKINS. I could not consent, so far as I am concerned, be- 


I 


Mr. SPRINGER. I submit it is not a parliamentary question to be 
addressed to the Chair for his decision, whether any bill is or is not 
unconstitutional, and therefore to be suppressed by the Speaker as 
out of order. That is a question to be addressed to the House. We 
must decide whether a bill before us is constitutional or not. The 
only question in regard to a bill to be submitted to the Chair is 
whether or not it is in order under our rules. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS ] now 
states that he objects to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is another question. 

The SPEAKER. That is done under the rule, and the gentleman 
from Tennessee, the Chair supposes, takes the same ground as the 
gentleman from Texas, that he could not exercise his right to object 
until he knew what was in the body of the bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. I might reply to my colleague, [Mr. WHITTHORNE, } 
who, I believe, sympathizes with me in principle on this question, 
that the Committee on Appropriations could prepare a bill, as far as 
that is concerned, for this purpose, and send it to the Senate, and it 


| would become a law just as soon as this. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that the bill had better 
be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. ATKINS. I think it should take that course. 

Mr. McLANE. I desire to have the rule read to which the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] refers. 

The SPEAKER. What is asked in this case is unanimous consent 
to take up the bill for consideration out of the order provided by the 
rules. 

Mr. ATKINS. My point is that this bill is in violation of the order 
prescribed by the Constitution of the country for the origination of 
bills. 

Mr. McLANE. Ido not agree with the gentleman as to that. 

Mr. ATKINS. You cannot by any possibility dissever a revenue 
bill from an appropriation bill. 

Mr. McLANE. revenue bill and an appropriation bill are not one 
and the same thing. I think the Senate has a perfect right to orig- 
inate that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not attempted to decide, in view 
of the question being before the House for its determination, on a 
report from the Judiciary Committee, as to the constitutional right 
of the Senate to originate such a bill, no matter what his own indi- 
vidual judgment and opinion may be thereon. But the Chair does 
recognize the right of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS ] 
to raise the against its consideration, unanimous consent 
being required, the gentleman from Tennessee stating that he availed 


question 


bill, to make objection to unanimous consent. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Why not vote upon the question of 


| consideration ? 


The SPEAKER. Because to consider the bill requires unanimous 
consent, and the gentleman from Tennessee practically objects, which 
he has right and privilege to do under the rules of the Honse. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ATKINS. Would it be in order to move now to take up the 
apportionment bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 
New York [ Mr. Cox] for that purpose. 

Mr. ATKINS. I think we will get through with the appropriation 
bill more quickly if we get this bill disposed of in the first instance. 
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Mr. COX. I move to dispense with the morning hour 

The SPEAKER. That requires a two-thirds vote 

The question being taken the morning hour was dispensed with, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 


| 
| 


Mr. KELLEY. I ask the gentleman from New York to yield tome | 


for a moment 

Mr. COX. I must insist on the regular orde! 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the 
sumes the consideration of the unfinished business, being the bill (H. 
R. No. 7026) making an apportionment of Representatives in Congress 
among the several States under the tenth censu The gentleman 
from New York in charge of the bill will please indicate who desires 
the floor at this time 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. COLERICK} was on 
the floor when the House adjourned pending the consideration of this 
bill. He had yielded half of his time to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. RYON.] 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that the gentleman from | 
l ; to just decisions. 


Indiana [Mr. COLERICK] has thirty minutes of his hour remaining. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I desire at.this time to ask the gentleman from New 
York how long this debate is to go on 

Mr. COX. In answer to the gentleman’s inquiry, I will say Mon- 
day is given away to the District of Columbia Committee—— 

A MEMBER. Not next Monday. 

Mr. COX. Well, Monday is suspension day and will be otherwise 
occupied. Wednesday is the day for the electoral count. On Tues- 
day, as I understand, the Appropriations Committee desire the legis- 
lative appropriation bill to betaken up. In order, therefore, to have 
a vote on this bill, 1 propose to call the previous question on it about 
five o’clock this afternoon. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Say four o’clock 

Mr. COX. And I will say that I will agree to divide the hour to 
which I will be entitled as chairman of the committee to gentlemen 
on both sides fairly, for amendments and for speaking. 

Mr. ATKINS. I suggest to the gentleman from New York that he 
fix the limit of debate at half past four or four o’clock. I suggest it 
would be utterly impossible for all the gentlemen who desire to speak 
on this bill to do so between this and five o’clock. He had therefore 
better fix it at four o’clock. When so many have to be denied, two or 
three more may as well be denied. Let an opportunity be then 
afforded for offering an amendment, and let the vote be taken some 
day next week. 


The gentleman from New Hampshire has intimated to me that he | 


proposes a portion of Tuesday next shall be devoted to the funeral 


obsequies of his deceased colleague. I shall ask the House to take 
up the legislative bill during the portion of that day not so occupied. 
After that we will not be able to proceed with the legislative bill 
before Thursday, at best. I hope, therefore, the debate on the appor- 
tionment bill will be concluded to-day, and all the amendments 
offered so that the vote may be taken some day early next week, that 
we may then proceed without interruption with the appropriation bills. 

Mr. CALKINS. There are many gentlemen on this side of the 
House, or some at least, who desire to discuss this question. I desire 
to say that it will, in my opinion, not advance the bill, nor will it be 
very likely to facilitate action upon it should the previous question 
be called at the hour suggested by the gentleman from New York. I 
hope that debate on this bill may be extended for such time as will 
allow members to be heard upon it. For my part, lam utterly opposed 
to having the previous question called to-day at all. 

Mr. FINLEY. I want to say to the gentleman from New York that 
there are three or four members of the Select Committee on the Cen- 
sus who have not yet had an opportunity to speak upon this measure. 
Instead of now fixing the time at which the previous question shall 
be called, I suggest to the gentleman that the debate be permitted to 
continue until tive or half past five o’clock this evening, and if the 
House is then in a temper to have the previous question ordered it 
will be time enough to call it then. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This discussion is entirely by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. COX. I will let the debate run on until the temper of the 
House can be ascertained upon the subject of calling the previous 
question. ; 

Mr. FINLEY. That is better. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire the gentleman to consent that amendments 
may be offered and voted upon. 

Mr. COX. I do not desire to shut out any amendments. 

Mr. CONGER. Let amendments be offered and voted upon before 
the previous question is called, 

Mr. COX. I apprehend there will be no difficulty on that point. 
I have no desire to cut off any amendment, and if there was time I 
would not shut out any debate. 

Mr. CONGER. When general debate is closed the five-minute rule 
might be applied to amendments. 

Mr. COX. We can arrange that by consent. 

Mr. HOOKER. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. O’"NEILL. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] has not 
answered my question, whether he is going to insist upon a vote 
to-day. 
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The SPEAKER. The regular order is called for 
man from Indiana [Mr. CoLERIck] is entitled to the floo: 
Mr. COLERICK addressed the House. [See Append “ 
Mr. DAGGETT. I take the floor and yield mv tim. 
in from Cennecticut. ; 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I shall take but afew 
h my friend from Nevada has so kindly oi, 
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the House is not deeply interested in any further 
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of this bill; but there are one or two matters which = 


House re- 





before it by way of suggestion. The number of Represe 
already considerably large, and I am individually of ¢} 
large enough. But Ido not quite agree with those ce ee 
find fault with its size and desire areduction. There ~ ee 

in a large House, and as that is a relative term, I won] sa a 
House of three hundred members. There is a greater variety yf « 


© Opin 
an ady 


acel f+ 
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init. There are more men to be found capable of bi 
devoted to specialties. There is a large aggregate mags os 


gence. Onevery subject of legislation there will be some ; 
well informed. It is a larger jury, not bound as the ordiy r 

; . . , 5 7 . ny 
absolute unanimity, but on the whole, after fair argumen} | 


Inge pre 
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There is safety up to certain limits in the multitude 
in the multitude of jurors. Again, a House of good siz 
to corrupting influences; less liable to the undue inf 
rations or special interests. 

I do not criticise unfavorably, but we in Connecticut 
house of some two hundred and fifty members, have, in 
a decided advantage over the Empire State with one 
twenty-eight members in its lower house. I am quite sure J; 
rather trust the majority of questions coming up to moder 
tive bodies, the questions coming now before them for considera; 
to a large body coming directly from the masses of the 
toasmall body. I think we are safer with our two hun 
fifty freemen coming from the masses of our people as jud 
that large State with its gigantic pecuniary interests and 
hundred and twenty-eight members. In a district wh 
ited in extent, where there can be exercised over the Representat 
that personal power and influence which arise from proximity, wh 
arise from personal acqaintance and neighborhood, that intlue: 

a larger factor in the total than where the constituency is 300,00) 
400,000. With a very large constituency there are comparatiy 
whom a Representative can call personal friends and neighbors 
is of their good opinion that he will frequently think, and it is t 
influence that will to a large degree control his actions 

Therefore a reasonably small constituency is an advant 
House is now, in my judgment, at a proper figure. I wo 
sent to reduce it very greatly, peither would I willingly 
a material increase. I am inclined to favor the bill propose 
gentleman from New York, {Mr. Cox,] which contemplates 
the number at three hundred and one members. There are som 
other objections to an increase that I have not referred to 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, this is the only popular nationa 
in the world that permits itself to be encumbered by desks, Cet 
tainly the French Assembly does not, neither does the House of Con 
mons permit their use. It is in one sense a great hinderance to t 
public business as well as an inconvenience of a deliberative bod 
I suppose, however, that it would be practically impossible to indu 
this House to abandon the desks; but we could more easily get along 
with an assembly of five hundred members, if we were to do so, th 
we can get along with three hundred by retaining them. 

But that induces me to consider another point. We have t! 
here. Now, the necessity for them results from the fact that 
majority of cases we are overwhelmed with a class of private bus 
ness that ought never come before this body: and I say to the young 
men who may hope to have many years of public life before then 
that the greatest reform to come into the National Congress is ti 
unloading of this illimitable mass of private business. We ar, 8! 
the only deliberative assembly in the world of any magnitude tha 
permits this—that makes this a justice’s court, so to speak—the ou 
one. I have in my desk here an “order of business ” of the House 
Commons. There is no such private calendar upon that as we 43 
in ours. There is nothing of the kind in the French Assembly, 43° 
private business consumes the larger part of our time. It is not 0 
an incumbrance to public business, but it is a shame that Congres 
should permit it. A fraction only of the claims presented get throu 
I believe that nine-tenths of them are perhaps founded in justic 
but no matter whether they are or not, I suppose the parties 20 ) 
sent them believe them to be just, or they would not haunt the Ha ; 
of Congress year after year, and they are entitled to a hearing a" 
decision somewhere. I believe also that the great majority of tie 
vate claims that pass through the House are correct and just, bu 7 
constitute a very small fraction of the mass that are presented; Ge" 
that we do not see; claims that after having been for years and oy 
thrust upon the committees of the House are abandoned, heard a 
more, the claimants giving them up in utter despair. It isa - ie 
ate caleulation that the consideration of these claims takes up! 
half of the time of the House. 

We devote one day to the consideration of nominally —— : et 
which is practically about one-fifth of the time of the ed i. 
are brought before us in one way or another from all committ 
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ative session. It would, perhaps, be speaking within | 
He ds to say that when one-half of our time, in session, in commit- | 
ss ia our correspondence, is consumed by matters that should 
~~ before us at all, there is a great reform to be reached 
» this direction. I see no reason why this Government, as it chooses 
ve own judges, as it appoints its own attorneys, should not open its 
ale to the great masses of these private claimants and give these 
ens such an opportunity for a fair hearing as they can never have 
\_-éare Copgtess. ‘There might be a broad but judicious enactment 
ee or such demands to several tribunals like the Court of Claims, 
= sang special ofticers with duties similar to those of masters in 

ES pone to examine and audit and report them to Congress for ap- 
cae riations. And we could from time to time lay down by general 

om the limitations and instructions to such courts or oflicers. In 

hort we could remove this business from these committees and give 
- +o the regularly established courts. Phe present method is grossly 
nenficient. The hearing 1s purely ex parte. A member comes into 
i. committee-room and the chairman gives him a large mass of pa- 
jor such as he would not asa lawyer undertake to study thoroughly 
a report upon but for a large fee. He calls no witnesses; he has 
+» proceed on aflidavits made up with no opportunity on the part of 
the Government to cross-question ; the evidence is altogether ex parte ; 
he isexpected to study it, night after night, and bring in an elaborate 
sonort, and, if the sum be at all considerable, he lays himself open, for 
the slightest negligence or oversight, for which he may not be at all 
‘» fault, to be made the subject of national scandal. 
“ Alithisis wrong. The British Government disposes of the mat- 
ter otherwise, by a certain petition of right which is referred to the 
proper tribunals. And that we must and can do. Then we shall be 
freed from a large share of the correspondence that requires these 
desks, and from anxieties and labors that render it impossible for 
members to give due study to great and serious public business. 

Then, if you choose, you can enlarge your House ; but Idonot know 
{I would do that even under those circumstances. This House, 
whether it be composed of one hundred or a thousand members, is sit- 
ting here in this Halla anit. That unit has less effective legislative 
power when you make it a thousand than it has when you make it 
fifty, because of the multitude of interruptions and appeals and points 
of order and divisions, &c. Fifty men could work to greater advan- 
tage, could get rid of a much greater amount of business than the five 
hundred under any possible circumstances. We lose in the effective- 
ness and rapid dispatch of business by large numbers. 

As thisnation grows in population the number andimportance of the 
claims very greatly increase. But as you enlarge the House the effect- 
iveness of the tribunal that disposes of them is rather diminished. 
If this is to be merely a court of claims, it would be better if it were 
composed of nine or fifteen gentlemen, sitting constantly as a court 
with fifty or sixty others sitting as masters in chancery to take evi- 
dence and report. And we shall degenerate into something of that 
sort. We have done so already to a very large extent. I say “we 
shall”—no, sir. As time goes on, unless we reform this House, we 
shall be utterly overwhelmed by this amount of business until na- 
tional scandals and the voice of the people compel its reform. This is 
the only Government which permits itself to be tormented in that way. 

Now, sir, one other point. The fourteenth amendment, so far as I 
have been able to observe, does not come into question in this ap- 
portionment. Thatismy individual opinion. Iamaware that there 
are practical evasions of that amendment. I am compelled to be- 
lieve that in portions of the country men are denied their equal rights 
largely by reason of race, color, and previous condition of servitude, 
by reason of accidents of humanity which it is not within their power 
toovercome. But this denial, so far as I have observed, does not 
come in the form of any constitutional provision or statute. If so, 
we should be at liberty and should be bound to take notice of it and 
reduce the representation of the offending State accordingly. But I 
believe every constitutional provision or statute on the subject of 
tue sutfrage is on the face of it just, or at least apparently impartial, 
80 that there is nothing left for us to do; and the denial of free 
sullrage and evasion of the Constitution are effected outside of law, 
by local seutiment and unlawful combinations and processes which 
tls the duty of the local courts to remedy, which they can and 
would remedy, and will remedy when the public opinion of the local- 
ities shal] have become sound. I fear the evils are beyond the reach 
0! congressional action, save so far as they can be reached in the case 
atvidual members or applicants for seats claiming an election 
ae face of gross frauds and outrages. Then the public sentiment 
Me the hation can be manifested through prompt rebuffs of the un- 
Saher until it shall be seen that elections conducted with 
dchermination aa are useless. Sir, it isthe absolute and irrevocable 
ballot eaten bes American people that there shall be a fair, free 
the dancers _ the country ; and those men are the great enemies, 
themselves ini an of State rights who, under that pretense, shelter 
ester Giterion: ne wrongs and making exclusions of any char- 
demand, the 3 - th e time may come when the great prevailing 
people will ae = Bt olla. sense of justice of the American 
tions of State ri 1" if justice cannot be done under these old limita- 
Mtional overnt eet ve must break them down and assume for a 

government a wider and a greater power. I shall regret to 


See that day, but it | 
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ae rie an be made tocome by a persistent outrage and 
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I hold that the regulations, the qualifications required by my State, 
for example, are not such as to bring it under the fourteenth amend- 
ment atall. We exact no qualification of consequence beyond the 
usual limitations of citizenship and residence except that is re- 
quired that the applicant for suffrage shall be able to read. Every 
man before he is registered and sworn as a voter is required to take 
the statute-book in his hand at a page which may beopened by any one 
of the board that admits him and show that he can read fromit. And 
any member of the board—and we have minority representation upon 
it, so that there are always republican and democratic members on 
the board of selectmen—any member of the board can take the book 
and open it at another place, from which the applicant is required to 
read, in order to detect fraudulent preparations for tho test. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. And that is done sometimes by 
democratic members ? 

Mr. HAWLEY. There are always republican members and always 
democratic members on the board ; both parties are represented 

Now, I hold that to be a perfectly just and proper requirement in 
the case of a State that ever since the Rev. Thomas Hooker with his 
congregation came through the wilderness from Boston and founded 
the colony of Connecticut, bringing thecharch and the school with him, 
has maintained a system of public schools. Such a State has a nght 
to say that a man twenty-one years of age who cannot read ought 
to have learned to read. And even if he be an adopted citizen, cer 
tainly during his five years of probation he could have learned to 
read if he had common sense and the slightest power of application 
With our New England traditions we hold that to be a fair and just 
requirement. 

Of a similar character, so far as the fourteenth amendment is con 
cerned, though to be defended on other grounds—I do not undertake 
to defend it at all—is the small property qualification in some States, 
notin mine. That qualification, and the reading qualification, and 
the one that requires a certain term of residence are all such that a 
man may overcomethem. They are not fatal bars to his right to vote, 
not imposed by reason of his foreign birth, his race, color, religion, 
or previous condition of servitude. They are qualifications and lim 
itations applied to all men alike and which any man can himself over- 
come. Therefore they do not come within the fourteenth amend 
ment. 

I have stated that from a large House the States would derive no 
increase of power. Let me illustrate: In a House of 10,000 members 
the States would be no better off proportionately than they are now. 
The delegations of the States would increase in due ratio; the frac- 
tions would be finer, it is true; but you can never overcome all frac- 
tions until you make a House of more than forty-nine millions of mem- 
bers ; that is, until you call every man, woman, and child of this na 
tion to assemble in grand convention. 

You cannot escape fractions in any way. The only question is, 
what is a fair number for this legislative body? What number can 
you take and what can you fairly give where there are very large 
fractions? You are not bound to give any for fractions; it isa matter 
of equity. You may arbitrarily divide the population and leave the 
matter there, and in a long series of years the injustice to the various 
States would be equalized. The individual member grows less and 
less in importance as the body grows larger in numbers. His. State 
has no more power from her increased number of Representatives and 
he himself has less. The body, the legislative unit itself, becomes 
less effective, both the body and the individual member, as the num- 
ber increases. You gain nothing in the average by increasing the 
whole number. As you run along up the numbers from two hundred 
and ninety-three to three hundred and one, three hundred and seven, 
three hundred and eleven, three hundred and nineteen, three hundred 
and twenty-five, and three hundred and twenty-nine, there are States 
all the way up which obtain certain advantages, but they are ob 
tained at the expense of other States. 

I care very little whether at a certain station the republicans gain 
four or the democrats gain four. Inthe end the gains amount to very 
little in comparison with the whole, looking over the ten years to 
come. The gains are small, are temporary, are mere accidents of the 
elections. The next election may give twenty-five republican ma 


jority here (I hope it will give at least fifteen) or it may give a smal 


democratic majority. But in laying down rules for the good of the 
whole nation 1 do not care to regard that matter, unless I find a dis- 
position to adopt a particular number for the sake of gaining some 
advantage of that sort. In that case I might feel driven to meet 
that disposition with an attempt to adopt another number which 
would give no State any advantage. For example, between the num- 
bers two hundred and ninety-three and three hundred and eleven I 
would take three hundred and nine. But I am content to stop at 
three hundred and one, with the gentleman from New York, [| M: 
Cox,] whom I thank for his statesmanlike speech. 

Gentlemen forget sometimes that running along up in the num 
bers their States lose largely. So long as the number of the Repre- 
sentatives of your State remains fixed you lose power by the increase 
of the total of the House. Take my own State of Connecticut. For- 
tunately, in one sense, we retain our four members by a very heavy 
fraction. There is no change in the representation of Connecticut 
at any point in raising the total from two hundred and ninety-three 
to three hundred and twenty-nine. 

Icalled upon my friend, Mr. Elliott, the statistician of the Treasury 
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Department, to verify and accurately extend certain calculations. I 
find that as we go from two hundred and ninety-three to three hun- 
dred and twenty-nine, Connecticut loses 10.94, substantially 11, per 
cent. of her proportionate power, because the total increases while 
her delegation remains unchanged. I call attention to a table, pre- 
pared by Mr. Elliott, which I will print with my remarks, because It 
may be interesting tosome gentlemen. It shows proportionate losses 
during the successive stages of an increase of the total. We study 
long in order to ascertain how we may gain a member in this State 
or that State, forgetting that in order to reach that gain we propor- 
tionately rob some other State. 
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Alabama ...... ..ce<s M1 g29 91,49 ®. 51 
ATKANSAS 2.24.22 cee -ccccsesceces 293 2g Oo. 66 10, 94 
California. ... ...--+ eeccce+sees- 3 il 94, 21 5. 79 
Califor 319 20 96, 05 3. 95 
Colora 293 so FY. O01 10, 04 
Connecticut ..... -..... 203 $29 SO. OG 10, 94 
DelAWATO . 200 cc ccccscccccce ee 203 i229 eo. 06 
Florida ........ jean weaken 203 307 05, 44 
PROEEED cccnccausevensesessneses 11 29 94, 53 
(reor naveeescessaeces 203 07 G5, 44 
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PES ctiegbdcneses cunace net 203 iL £9. 06 10, 94 
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RERSEREIESOINS . co ncs ssccnssceces 19 m2u 1%, Qo— 3. 95- 
ONE cid cndchvadsnegsowase 2 $11 4.2 | 5. 79 
eee ’ 329 #3. 3. 95 
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SEINE nnccnds sdtudsbuneeewas 203 25 0.1 1. 85— 
Oe SARS esniggren 23 j 1D. 44 | 4.56 
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eee 203 320) eo, OF | 10, 94 
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New Hampshire .... ~~ ceccccces 293 29 =O. OF | 0, 94 
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In going from three hundred and one to three hundred and twenty- 
nine Alabama loses 8.51 per cent. of her relative power. In going 
from two hundred and ninety-three to three hundred and twenty-nine 
Arkansas would lose 10.94 per cent. of her relative power; that is to 
say, substantially 11 percent. In going from two hundred and ninety- 
three to three hundred and eleven California would lose 5.79 per 
cent. of her relative power, and in going from three hundred and 
nineteen to three hundred and twenty-nine she would lose 3.95 per 
cent. 

Colorado by going from two hundred and ninety-three to three hun- 
dred and twenty-nine loses about 11 per cent. of her relative power, 
and is in the same category with Connecticut. Delaware is also in 
the same category. Going from two hundred and ninety-three to 
three hundred and seven Florida loses 4.56 per cent., and from three 
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hundred and eleven to three hundred and twenty-nine 
per cent. Georgia loses the same in each case. And there ; ] 
State of Louisiana, which from three hundred and one to th at 
dred and twenty-nine loses 8.51 per cent. of her proportionate hun- 

Kansas in going trom two hundred and ninety-three to nonk 
dred and nineteen loses 8.15 per cent. ; so that the number had | + 
remain at two hundred and ninety-three, so far as her proport se 
power in the Government is concerned. Maine in going Scones 
hundred and ninety-three to three hundred and twenty-nine — 
10.94. She certainly has no motive to make the House larger unle 
you run away up to where she would gain another member. Miny,,. 
sota in going from two hundred and ninety-three to three hundre 
and twenty-nine loses 10.94 per cent. ; Nebraska the same: Neyaa 
the same ; and so of course with most of the small States, but not all 
New Jersey going from two hundred and ninety-three to three — 
dred and twenty-five loses 9.85. saa 

Mr. COX. Who absorbs what is lost ? 

Mr. HAWLEY. AfewStates. I have not taken the trouble to ascer 
tain that. Perhaps the gentleman who proposed the committee's 
proposition for three hundred and eleven, by which the Southern 
States gain six, can tellus more about that. I do not know just here 
the figures of gain are. I am showing that a very large number of 
States—more than a quarter of this House—lose by an increase I 
think there are eighteen States that lose by a growth up to three 
hundred and twenty-five or three hundred and twenty-nine, ; 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Can the gentleman say it is not faiy 
that those States should lose? Has he gone into that calculation ? 

Mr. COX. That is a moral question. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. No; I am speaking upon the figures, 

Mr. HAWLEY. Iunderstand the gentleman’s point. If you double 
two hundred and ninety-three, the present number of members, we 
should all be where we are now, relatively ; but I hold that we should 
have a loss in effectiveness as a legislative body. On the way up 
from two hundred and ninety-three to twice two hundred and ninety- 
three there are stations where some States gain and some lose: so 
that one State would be suited at one station and one at another, and 
the House is divided into five or six different parties according to the 
different steps on the way up where it seems particular States would 
get the advantage at the expense of others. I am showing the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages at particular figures. These advantages 
and disadvantages may equalize on the whole; but between two hun- 
dred and ninety-three and three hundred and twenty-nine there are 
at any particular point losses to a very considerable fraction of the 
States, and some totals are much more unjust than others. 

South Carolina on an increase from two hundred and ninety-thiree 
to three hundred and nineteen loses 8.15. Now, take, for example, 
the State of New York. At three hundred and one, if Mr. Elliott is 
correct as usual, she would have thirty-one members, or 104 per cent. 
of the aggregate membership. At a total of three hundred and twen- 
ty-five the membership of New York would be thirty-four, making 
10.46 per cent. of the aggregate membership. In passing from three 
hundred and one to three hundred and twenty-five she has a gain on 
her relative membership of .16 of 1 per cent. of the aggregate, which 
is a gain of only 1.6 per cent. on her own relative intluence. T 
remarks indicate the general line of the criticisms I have to make on 
these bills. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Willthe gentleman state whether 
that gain is or is not exactly what New York ought to gain in pro- 
portion to her share of the aggregate increase of population through- 
out the Union? 

Mr. HAWLEY. 

tice; there are stages that approximate justice; but, on the who! 
there is no place that justifies us in so largely increasing the total 
membership. The increase in the case of New York runs from 1.5 
of the total to 10.45 per cent.—a gain of a little over 1 per cent. ol 
her actual number. At a total of three hundred and twenty-five she 
just gains her thirty-fourth member, through a fraction of 70,l°, 
while at two hundred and ninety-three she has thirty members, 
a resulting fraction of only 28,900 unrepresented. The gain of New 
York in population is not up to the average of the gain of the whole 
Union. But I was only showing that New York has no suiiicient 
motive for a large increase of the total representation. 

I say for the etfectiveness of this House and for the beneiit of ' 
power of the several States we ought rather to let the number remain 
at the reasonable figure of about three hundred and one. As we! 
crease the House we largely detract from its value as a unit; 4 d 
there is no corresponding advantage. To this I add the suggest" 
that if this House is not to break down utterly as a national legis! 
tive body, it must initiate and put into effect the great reform of pr 
viding other and better tribunals for the adjustment of private claims. 

I now yield the floor to the gentleman from Massachusetts, |" 
ROBINSON. ] may 

Mr. ROBINSON. In the portion of the hour remaining to me I may 
not have time to conclude what I havetosay. I hope the House wi 
give me a little more time if I need it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. CLYMER.) 
minutes of the hour remaining. ao 

Mr. ROBINSON: I will not make any extended remarks upon the 
question of the number of members of this House, because 80 co. 
gentlemen have already discussed it. I will merely say that I su 
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liv agree with the view of the gentleman from Connecticut, 
Li ep* 


eTaurre 


te HAWLEY, ] that there should be only as little increase above the 
ur. nt number of the House as is absolutely necessary uncer the 
eS stances. I will not enlarge upon that topic. 

hold that the Congress of the United States should proceed to 

aa apportionment of Representatives among the several 
ae of this Union, without regard to sectionalism, without regard 
ae art For myself (and I speak for none other) I do not care to 
een ‘nauire Whether a certain number will give the East more 

yt the West, or the South more than the West, because I say that 
at »portionment should be made among the several States accord- 
- tl eir respective numbers. This is a nation of the States and of 
oanle in the States; and if prosperity has gone over this coun- 

wos as — . S , . . . 
‘ecinning on the narrow fringe of the Atlantic shore, increasing 
A yn from 3,000,000 to 50,000,000 in the first century of our 

rence, and if that population has clustered in the West and is 
FISTeNCe, a - - 
ey eathering in the South, we ought not to refuse on any narrow 

V gaun Ate ° ° . Weae 
> je to accord to the increasing and increased communities the 
--eeontation that is their right under the Constitution. 

But | desire to submit some considerations upon the statements 
.) orouments that have been made with reference to the construction 
¢+he fourteenth article of the amendments to the Constitution. 
rhe second section of that article provides : 

"a tatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their 
spanective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, exclud- 

A Tali uns not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice 
+ Jartors for President and Vice-President of the United States, Representatives 
“ie emoge the executive and judicial officers of a State, or the members of the 
ai thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being 
vears of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, 
articipation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation 
| be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens 
tothe whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such 
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‘Representatives shall be apportioned according to number; not 
ding to voters; not according to anything but numbers—noth- 
lainer—not taking into account voters who may for any cause 
n away from the polls. 
n was this amendment adopted, and why? The Constitution 
wd its first twelve amendments were passed and adopted long before 
the war. The war grew out of slavery and the complications of that 
nstitation. Slavery went down and the Union wrote in its great 
arter the thirteenth amendment, that thereafter neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude should exist in the United States. The 
lack man was a free man, and yet that was not deemed enough for 
s protection. It was feared that in the Southern States which had 
tely been in rebellion there would be measures adopted which 
ld deprive the black man of his equal rights under the law. The 
ise will bear in mind at that time the process of reconstruction 
vas under consideration, and the determination of the grounds upon 
hich the different States lately in rebellion should be admitted to 
presentation in the Congress of the United States, and hence toa 
| restoration to their former place in the Federal Union. To pre- 
nt a denial of the rights of the black man, the fourteenth amend- 
ent to the Constitution was adopted. States were waiting to find 
estoration to the Union. Read the history on every page and you 
vill find confirmation of this view thatI give you. Read the debates 
the two branches of Congress on the consideration of this propo- 
sition to amend the Constitution, and you find but one idea pervad- 
ng thewhole. Why, the resolution of the Thirty-ninth Congress that 
augurated the fourteenth amendment was this: 
Chat a joint committee of fifteen members shall be appointed, nine of whom 
members of the House and six members of the Senate, who shall inquire 
the condition of the States which formed the so-called Confederate States of 
erica, and report whether they, or any of them, are entitled to be represented 
r Honse of Congress. F 
What did that joint committee report ? 
Constitution : 
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This, as an amendment to 


Rey resentatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States 
“may be included within this Union according to their respective numbers, 
ing the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed : 
ed, That whenever the elective franchise shall be denied or abridged in any 
on account of race or color, all persons of such race or color shall be excluded 
1é basis of representation. 
‘at was the proposition as first introduced into Congress from 
“lis jot Does it aim at anything except the 





Rtas 


t committee of fifteen. 
ue idea that has been stated ? 
‘0 the course of the discussion Senator Henderson, of Missouri, 
‘ered the following substitute : 

a state, in prescribing the qualifications requisite for electors therein, shall 

“Timinate against any person on account of color or race. 

“ile Senate did not adopt that substitute, and Senator Henderson 
sito them within five years that would be written into the Consti- 
\ of the United States ; the country will not remain with this 
~.  atement that is proposed as the fourteenth article of amend- 


iD th 8 House of J 


! \ tepresentatives it passed as recommended by the 
net ee Without amendment; but in the Senate, after a long dis- 
~ Jb, in which the most noted Senators of that time took part— 
8 Fessenden, Sumner, Wilson, Howard, Reverdy Johnson, and 
ent through a most exhaustive and able 


‘enator 
*. “ts—this whole matter w 


USCUSRIO? 


€ Wise eto 


esmen of that time were doing anything by that amend- | 





ment except to provide for the protection of suffrage and other rights 
of the black man. ’ 

But the history of the time that immediately followed proves all 
that. Following the adoption of the fourteenth ariicle of amendment 
in the two Houses of Congress, the desire was that that amendment 
should be ratitied in the States. The lately rebellious States were 
waiting to be received into the Union again and admitted to repre- 
sentation in Congress. The purpose of Congress was to present to 
them this fourteenth article of amendment and say by the adoption 
of that amendment to the Constitution of the United States, or ex- 
pressing ratification of it on their part, we will consent to your repre- 
sentation in Congress. The States then had prepared and adopted 
on their own part constitutions for their respective States which they 
were ready then to submit to Congress. Congress had received these 
constitutions, had considered them and said they were satisfactory 
provided that these States shall at the same time accept the four- 
teenth article of amendment to the Constitution. 

Now turn to one of thereconstruction acts, and as significant in com- 
ment on the history of this time all this legislation by bill, report, and 
argument is called the reconstruction legislation of the time. Re- 
construction of what? Of the States that had never wanted or needed 
reconstruction? No, indeed. But of the States that had attempted 
to get out of the Union and were in such condition that neither they 
nor the rest of the Union knew where they were. 

Look at the reconstruction act passed to admit the States of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 
on the 25th of June, 1868: 

Whereas the people of North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Ala 
bama, and Florida have, in pursuance of the provisions of an act entitled “An act 
for the more eflicient government of the sehel States,’ passed March 2, 1867, and 
the acts supplementary thereto, framed constitutions of State government which 
are republican, and have adopted such constitutions by large majorities of the votes 
cast atthe election held for the ratification or the rejection of the same: Therefore, 

Be it enacted, dc., That each of the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida shall be entitled and admitted to repre- 
sentation in Congress asa State of the Union when the Legislature of said State 
shall have duly ratified the amendment to the Constitution of the United States pro- 
posed by the Thirty-ninth Congress, and known as article 14, upon the following 
fundamental conditions: that the constitution of neither of said States shall ever 
be soamended or changed as to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the United 
States of the right to vote in said State who are entitled to vote by the constitution 
thereof, except as punishment for such crimes as are now felonies at common law, 
whereof they shall have been duly convicted, under laws equally applicable to all 
the inhabitants of said State. 

This bill passed the Senate—yeas 31, nays 5 
110, nays 35. 
the veto. 

Now let us look at the constitutions of these States that came under 
that amendment and that were pronounced republican. 

The constitution of North Carolina required that the male person 
entitled to vote shall be twenty-one years of age and a citizen; that 
he shall have resided in that State for twelve months next preced- 
ing the election, and for thirty days in the county in which he offered 
to vote, and that he should take a certain oath therein prescribed. 

The constitution of South Carolina provided that the male citizen 
offering to vote shall have been a resident of the State at the time of 
the adoption of this constitution, and that he shall have resided 
therein for one year, and in the county in which he offers to vote for 
sixty days. 

The constitution of Louisiana provides that all male persons twen- 
ty-one years of age and upward, already naturalized in the United 
States, resident of this State for one year next preceding the elec- 
tion, and not less than ten days within the parish in which he offers 
to vote, except those disfranchised under this constitution and per- 
sons under interdiction. 

That is the constitution of Louisiana at the present day. Persons 
under interdiction are persons under prohibition, known technically 
as persons that are denied their rights otherwise given them, denied 
by the probate court of the State. In other words, the probate court 
of the State of Louisiana exercises the power of determining that a 
man is insane—non compos mentis—and not a proper person to have 
the management of his property, and excluding persons that are in 
terms excluded in many other constitutions. 

The constitution of Georgia, the Empire State of the South, I heard 
to-day, provides twenty-one years of age; shall have resided in the 
State six months; shall have resided thirty days in the county, and 
shall have paid all taxes required which he may have had the oppor- 
tunity of paying agreeably to the law for the year next preceding 
the election. 

I do not understand, Mr. Speaker, ‘‘ opportuni 
narrow meaning as ability to pay 

Mr. COOK. Will the gentleman permit me to explain that pro- 
vision of the constitution ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. I presume that there is no difference between us 
as to the terms of the constitution. 

Mr. COOK. I wish to state that our taxes become delinquent 
the end of the year. For instance, the tax due in 1881 becomes de- 
linquent if not paid until the end of the year. The taxes for 1880 
must have been paid to entitle the person to vote. If a pauper, he 
pays no tax. If sixty years of age, he does not pay a poll tax. The 
poll tax goes into the school fund, and that has been the case in our 


; and the House—yeas 
It was vetoed by President Johnson, and passed over 


ty” to have such 
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Read it all and yx uWilii not find any ground to believe that | State for many years. 


Mr. ROBINSON. The State of Alabama required that the voter 













eke 


mo NS sem i Ne 





pe Swe oa 8s 


wenbhy lock 


ee eee 9 RNY Ae AR 
Ne i 






















































OE REIS ie, Ah 


et NR SOC 


ok CAR RG Cy 


an 


















































1268 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


en 





FEBRUARY 


ee — ee 


should reside in the State for six months, and for three months in 
the county; and certain provisions were made for soldiers, sailors, 
marines, &c. , 

Florida, and I ask the gentlemen here to take due notice of this. 

Mr. LOWE. I would like to interrupt the gentleman for a mo- 
ment. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I beg the gentleman not to interrupt me, unless 
he wishes to correct astatement. If Ihave made an erroneous state- 
ment I shall be very glad to be interrupted. 

Mr. LOWE. Alabama prohibits any property or educational quali- 
fication whatever; that is under the democratic constitution of the 
State, which is the only true democratic constitution that any State 
possesses. We have the best constitution and the worst election laws 
of any State in the Union. . ; 

Mr. ROBINSON. Iam only speaking now of the requirements of 
the constitution at the time that the reconstruction measures were pro- 
posed, and I have stated Alabama correctly, as I understand it. If 
I have not stated it correctly, as it was at that time, then I shall be 
glad if the gentleman will correct me. ; 

Florida, to which I was about to refer, required a residence there 
of one year in the State, and six months in the county, &c., and this, 
further, I find under that constitution that was declared to be repub- 
lican in form, and satisfactory at that time to be accepted by the 
Congress of the United States. I read this clause: 





The Legislature shall enact laws requiring educational qualifications for electors 
after the vear 1880; but no such laws shall be made applicable to any elector who 
may have registered or voted at any elections previous thereto 


Think you, Mr. Speaker, the then Congress of the United States 
believed that the fourteenth article of the amendment they presented 
to the State of Florida was violated when they declared to that State 
that constitution you bring here is republican in form, and we say 
you may come and be represented in Congress if you will adopt that 
fourteenth amendment? Think you Congress believed that when it 
was written in the constitution of the State of Florida that she should 
enact laws in 1880 prescribing educational qualiiications, thereby the 
fourteenth amendment was to be violated? And the fact is that in the 
Legislature now sitting in Florida a bill has been introduced to give 
force and effect to that provision—— 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Willthe gontleman allow me to ask a question ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. I prefer not to be interrupted. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I wish simply to ask you what party adopted 
that constitution ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Speaker, I do not want to talk about party 
in this connection. I was in hopes that in this discussion we would 
be able to rise above the questions of party. If there is any gentle- 
man here that will not hear me unless I talk about party, then I will 
prefer that he should not listen. If gentlemen upon this floor desire 
me not to proceed unless I enter into the arena of party politics, then 
I will cease. I only want to talk about the substance of this matter. 

Then, at that time that this amendment was adopted, if you will 
examine the reconstruction acts applying to other States, I suppose 
you will find the same thing or the same provisions in other consti- 
tutions, to which I have already referred in the constitution of these 
States. 

But at that time, with those different States presenting constitu- 
tions having these qualitications expressed, or these discriminations, 
if you use that word, or these prerequisites, presenting them in a 
Congress that was made up of the representatives of the other States 
in this country, and all of them without exception having various 
prerequisites in their own constitutions, that fourteenth amendment 
was adopted, it cannot be claimed for one minute that there was any 
other view than as stated, that it was for the protection of the black 
man in the lately rebellious States. Then came the statutes. 

Mr. LOWE. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question? 

Mr. ROBINSON. Not at present. I will say that I do not like to 
be discourteous, of course, and if I yield to questions on all sides my 
time will be all gone, and the House will weary with me certainly ; 
but if the House will give me time I will submit to all the questions 
that may be asked, and will answer as many as I can, and what I can- 
not answer I will say are beyond my comprehension. 

I said that certain statutes were adopted by Congress following the 
adoption of the fourteenth amendment, and they are now found in 
sections under title 26 of the Revised Statutes. Read section 2004, 
which provides that— 

All citizens of the United States who are otherwise qualified by law to vote at 
any election by the people in any State, Territory, district, county, city, parish, 
tewnship, school district, municipality, or other territorial subdivision, shall be en- 
titled and allowed to vote at all such elections without distinction of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude; any constitution, law, custom, usage, or regula- 
tion of any State or Territory, or by or under its authority, to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

That seems to assume that the States could make certain constitu- 
tional provisions or provisions by law in regard to the qualifications 
of suffrage. Then again section 2005, section 2006, and section 2007 
all refer to certain prerequisites to the exercise of the right of suf- 
frage ; and they go to this extent, gentlemen will remember, that 
they provide that when, under the laws of a State, certain prerequi- 
sites are declared or required, if a person offers to perform them and 
the officer before whom that performance should be made refuses to 
allow him to perform them, then he shall have the full benefit of his 


proffer, and shall be just as much entitled to vote as if |] 


tormed. 46 had per 
Now, certainly, that could not apply, unless there were , melts 
requisites set up in the States under the constitution and lac. 


those States. Well, we have had adjudications on this point. | 
sixteenth Wallace, the twenty-first Wallace, the ninety-se 
the United States Reports, and in the recent volume a oo « 
dredth of the United States Reports, we have had the exnre “ : 
the Supreme Court of the United States, clearly and unmist ‘i 
that the fourteenth amendment was adopted for the purpose o: 
tecting the rights of the black man. I will not take the time or. 
House to read all of these. I have simply named them. Gent). 
will find them for themselves; but I will read from the case of 
der vs. West Virginia, decided in 1879, in which the court 
fourteenth amendment: 


lit 
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This is one of a series of constitutional provisions having a « mmon 
namely, securing to a race recently emancipated, a race that thi 
erations had been held in slavery, all the civil rights that the superi 
The true spirit and meaning of the amendments, as we said in the S] 
cases (16 WalL., 36.) cannot be understood without keeping in view e hist 
the times when they were adopted and the general objects they plainly so 
accomplish. At the time when they were incorporated into the Const 
required little knowledge of human nature to anticipate that those who 
been regarded as an inferior and subject race would, when suddenly raised t5 +1,7 
rank of citizenship, be looked upon with jealousy and positive 
State laws might be enacted or enforced to perpetuate the « 
before existed. Discriminations against them had been ha 
known that in some States laws making such discriminations then ¢ 
others might well be expected. The colored race, as a race, was abject and 
ant, and in that condition was unfitted to command the respect of those y 
superior intelligence. Their training had left them mere children, and as 
they needed the protection which a wise government extends to those x 
unable to protect themselves. They espe 
friendly action in the States where ey v sident. It was in 1 
considerations the fourteenth amendmen e adopted 
to assure to the colored race the enjoyment of all the civil rights that 
are enjoyed by white persons, and to give to that race the protection o 
Government in that enjoyment whenever it should be denied b 
not only gave citizenship and the privileges of citizenship to per 
it denied to any State the power to withhold from them the eq ‘ 
laws, and authorized Congress to enforce its provisions by appropriat rislatio 
To quote the language used by us in the Slaughter-House cases: “ No one cas 
to be impressed with the one pervading purpose found in all the amendmen 
at the foundation of each, and without which none of them would have beer 
gested—we mean the freedom of the slave race, the security and firm est 
ment of that freedom, and the protection of the newly 
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trom the oppressions of those who had formerly exercised unlimited domini 
them."’ Soagain: ‘* The existence of laws in the States where the new 


pated negroes resided, which discriminated with gross injustice and 
against them asa class, was the evil to be remedied, and by it (the t 
amendment) such laws were forbidden. If, however, the States did not 
their laws to its requirements, then by the fifth section of the article of 








Congress was authorized to enforce it by suitable legislation And it we 
‘* We doubt very much whether any action of a State, not directed by w 
crimination against the negroes as a class, will ever be held to con 


purview of this provision.”’ 


So stood the fourteenth amendment, adopted under the 
stances that have been stated. And yet, in less than the five years 
as Senator Henderson predicted, the Congress of the United States 
presented the fifteenth amendment that was ratified in due form an 
is now a part as much as any of the great charter of the liberties of 
the American freemen: 

The right of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be di ) 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or p 
condition of servitude. 

Sec. 2. Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate lez's 
lation. 

What I say is, the fifteenth amendment supersedes, overrais ‘ 
provisions substantially of the fourteenth amendment. It is broader 
The fourteenth amendment tolerated the idea that a State could de- 
prive the black man of the right to vote if the State was only willing 
to have its representation reduced. But the Congress saw that that 
was not safe. Congress said the black man shall have the right t 
vote, and it shall be protected to him in the Constitution of the 
United States. We will not leave it to any temporary expedient 0! 
party control, it may be, in the Houses of Congress; but we wi 
write it down permanently in the Constitution. , 

And so I say that there it stands now as the final declaration, ane 
it is not in the power of any State to deny or abridge the ngat & 
vote to any person because of his race, color, or previous conalne’ 
of servitude. The Constitution of the United States and the laws i 
pursuance thereof are the supreme law of the land, and an attempts 
enactment of any State in violation of it would, in my humble opinior 
be as void as the blank paper upon which it may be written, powe 
less, utterly so. ; 

What would be the remedy provided under the second arti 
Congress may enforce it by appropriate legislation. I pass Po 
that because that is not material to the present discussion. If geu 
tlemen will consult the case United States vs. Reese, 92 | nited States 

Reports, they will find a confirmation of this view in regard to ™ 
fifteenth amendment. Fit a" 

When did the House of Representatives, when did Congress 5° 
consider this question? When the apportionment act under W hich 
we now hold our seats was before Congress in 1872 these ~—" 
tions were then exhaustively considered by many gentiemen. *°' a 
mend to the study of any one interested in the subject the re Aeon 
argument presented by the late Speaker of this House, now ates 
the honorable Mr. Kerr, of Indiana, in which he declared that ‘ 
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ose of the fourteenth ame ndment was the protection of the black 
a n the "Southe rn States, and that it applied only to cases of dis- 
litic cat on that could be made because of some inhe rent qui lity or | 
acteri ‘stic that might be in the person himself, not something 
exincic. not some thing that was under his own control. And after 
- ‘s ins on of the power of Congress to exclude Representatives from | 
the States because of the various qualifications required by them | 
ye xercise of the right of suffrage, Congress took no action but 
aid that if after the passage of that act any St: ite should violate 
arte enth article of amendment to the Cor stit tution, its represen- 

ld be proportionately decreased. 
The time of 
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shou AKER pro tempore. 
\facsachusetts has expired. 
“vr. COX. Ihope the gentleman will be 
works. 1 understand that he arly through. 
SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to t 
Massachusetts proceeding ? 
here was no objection. 
Mr IBINSON. I thank 


the gentleman from 


17 } ; . 
allowed to conclude his 
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House for } 
weary the patience of members. 
pane amendment een that to be entitled to vote a 
all be a citizen of full age and shall not have participated | 
° ion or other crime. Now, I say that except as 
us condition of servitude, it 
the qualifications of the voter 
the adoption of that amendment. 
mav be certain requirements of the States, and there 
oun try, such as residence, 
ehavior, good character, 
idio y, insanity, or 
and also Cc eri icts are 


the its courtesy, and w 


ill try 


to race, color, 
= 18 is now within the power of the } 
G s to pres -ribe as much as it was 
are all 
prepayment of a tax, registra- 
educational qualiticat 
pauperism—that is public 
excluded. 
rhat does the fourteenth amendment provide, if gentler 
esire to give it a literal construction? It provides that ‘when ‘the 
shall be denied to any of the m: ile inhabitants of a State, 
& Inhabitants! There is not a lawyer who does not know that a 
1 inhabitant of State by settling in it in one- 
lay, re with the intention of making it his home. 
ntention that determines inhabitancy. 
r. KEIFER. Intention determines residence 
ROBINSON. That is correct. He may go ) there to dwell; he 
there; and if you provide that he shall have the right to 
without any previous term oe residence, down go all your regis- 
s, all your re quire ments ¢ lepe ndi ng upon a prev ious re idence 


the State; and therefore in that way it would be very convenient 

some States, when it was desired they should go republican and 

f ud not quite carry it, to have 25,000 voters come across the 
rs from a very strong republican State; or it might perhaps | 
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he democrats under similar circun 
ersed. But nobody wants that. 
the gentleman from Georgia said lately 
ns of a and tax-payers, there ha 
lation of tl Governme n It 
should be left i. th 1e policy of the ferent States to determine for 
t We have gone on in safety from the foundation of the 
nment to the present time, wit hout disturbance or violence, 
as to the lately enslaved race, and we have never sought to make 
iny alteration in the power of the Legislatures of the States to de- 
the qualifications for voting. And I submit that now is not 
the time todo it. Iam glad that the time is fast receding when in 
dgment it will ever be deemed necessary 
on and talk about the State of Massachusetts. 
Mr. FINLEY. 
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to do it. 





I will pass 


Before the gentleman leaves this point of his argu- 
ment, may I ask him a question without interrupting his line of argu- 


Mr. ROBINSON. Certainly. 
Mr. FINLEY. It is whether in his view the State of South Caro- 
or the State of North Carolina, reconstructed States, may or may 
req jaire under the Constitution a property qu ialification or an edu- 
ional qualification, as well as the State of Massachusetts ? 
r. ROB INSON, I am not here to give opinions 
I want your views 
[thought that was ; what you were giving. 





1 r PD 
“ur. " ROBINSON. I was about to say that I was not here to give 
*y nions on supposed cases; but I am ready to state what I belie sve 
it it, for all that, if the House will bear with me. 


oa R E AGAN rose, 
ROBINSON, 


One at atime. I will leave that question with 
States, to be determined by them in their wisdom, ace ording to 


= As I read the Constitution and 


ir judgment of a proper poliey. 
amendments as they stand to- day, I believe it is in the power of 


requisite beg prescribe the qualifi ipaitens of the voters and the pre- 
in — es of the exercise of the right of suffrage, so only that they 
ean th - they do not deprive any person of the right to vote because 
Mr - INLE ye previous condition == servitude. 
an educational fake the case I put, of a property qualification or 
Mr * OF — qualification. 
SON. 


I submit in reply to the gentleman that to my 
answered his question. 
If the gentleman will allow me—I do not know 


ay ppeebe ‘nsion I have 
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ot deprive their States of a republican form of government, and 
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that I have followed his argument very closely—I desire to know 
whether he means to be unde rstood as arguing that the phrase “ cit- 
izens of the United States,’ in the first clause of the fourteenth 
amendment, applies only to black people, and does not apply to white 
people ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. Oh, no,sir. Ihave not made any such statement. 
I have not said anything about the first section of the fourteenth 
article of the consti tutional amendments. I have not alluded to that, 
because there is so much to be said about it. Some gentlemen claim 
that under the first section, giving certain privileges and immunities 
to citizens of the United States, citizens can do almost anything as 


against any possible rights of the State authorities. That question 
has been fully discussed by the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in the amniher House cases, to which I commend the attention of 
the gentleman. As to the latitude of construction put upon that pro- 
vision, we have an illustration from the State of Iowa. A man i 

that State claimed that it was his right to se ol intoxieating liquor 


the State, becanse, as 
of his privileges and immunities a citizen of ‘United States. 
He brought the question up to t Supreme Cc muurt of the United 
States, and I will « nly add that the Supreme Court said he was wrong. 

Mr. REAGAN. I did not put any question that called for such a 


1e alleged, it was one 
as the 


oo } } naw w) r TY 
response as that. I simply wanted to know whether in the general 
scope of the gentleman’s argument it was not his pun pose toshow that 
the words “‘ citizen of the United States” as “Lin the fourteenth 
unendment apply merely to colored peopl aa t to citizensof the 
y ) 
United States in general. 

Mr, ROBINSON. The gentleman says he has not! ear my arg 
ment. I beg he will notask me to repeat it, because the fatigue wh 
I should thereby intlict upon many other gentlemen would not be 
compensated by any possible gratification I might afford the gentle 


man, 


Mr. REAGAN. I supposed the gentleman would answer my ques- 


tion without evasions of that kind. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I evade nothing. 

Now I pass on to speak of the requirements r the exercise of suf. 
frage in the State of Massachusetts I know it in this House ther 
is no hostility to the old Bay State. I know that the people of the 
Union regard tha coo anaes ned and wel rrdered State | know 
that they rejoice in her prosperity and in her history. Her own sons 


may be pardoned, perhaps, if they have a little pride in her renown 

and her su Massachusetts re der 

vote shall have attained twenty years; that he shall 
: ore ; 

not be a pauper—in other words, shall not 


be supported as a public 
charge, and shall not be under guardianship; tl 


ecess. juires that a pers nh OI to 


the age ol one 


} _ . 
iat he shall have re- 





sided in the State a year and in the town or city in which be offers 
to vote six months next preceding; that he shall have — a State 
or county tax within two years next preceding, (v rh i I m say 

+ ] 1 ‘ Y 1 ' 1 r’ 
parenthetically does not, as the law now is, require him to pay more 

4 4 } } > 2 , te 
than $1 in two years;) that he shall be able to read the constitution 
of the Commonwealth in the English language i to write his name. 
With the exception of the educational qualitication, those require- 
ments in all essential particulars have been the law of that Common 
wealth for more than sixty years. During the years of the war and 
the era of reconstruction every one of then luding the educa 
tional qualification, was a partof our constitution. Let me read the 
educational qualification as defined in the amendments of our co 
stitution : 

No person shall have the right to vote or be elig to office 8 
tionof this Commonwealth who shall not be abl t yn it sEng 
lish language and write his name: Provided, / ‘ Chat the provisions of thi 
amendment shall not apply to any person prevented by a physical disability from 

| complying with its requirements, nor to any person who now has the right to vote 
nor to any person who shall be sixty years of age ipward at the time this amend 


ment shall take eff 


That amendment was adopted in 1657, and stands as a part of the 
State constitution to-day. rhe act of the Legislature, if one was 
needed to enforce it, was recommended i 1 1859, was passed in 1860, 


So that 
ion of our 


ged in this par ties ular to this day. 
i the constitut 


nchan 
to 1851 that 


and has remained u 
from 1257 





; 
pre ision has stooc 





State. Noman can vote there who is not enrolled upon the lists of 
voters prior to the election. presume that this is the law in most 
of the States. Lists of voters are « aretully made, 

Now, I ask atte ae to this matter, because my distinguished friend 
from New York [ Mr. Cox] used in his speech the following language : 








The report of the minority in the Massachusetts election case claimed that of 

© 376,332 citizens of the United States 136,859 were disfranchised from other 

| causes than criminality, idiocy, and insanity, the causes being illiteracy and fail 
ire to pi ind pauperism. This is indeed startling, if true. It would bemore 
so if the other disfranchised, idiots, &c., were added, as by parity of reasoning they 
should I Leaving out those above excepted and adding aliens, it was claimed that 
105, 1 ns had their immunities abridged and could not vote. 

My friend from New York was very careful and prudent, as I sub- 
mit he always is, not to give his personal indorsement to that state- 
ment. He said those figures were “ startling, if true.’ That would 
have been a very proper comment after reading the story of ‘Sin- 
bad, the Sailor,” or “ Gulliver’s Travels,” or the “Adventures of Baron 
Munchause ‘Startling, if true!” Are these statements true? 
The gentleman refers to the report of the minority of the Committee 
on Elections in the case of Boynton vs. Lering. Now, with the per- 


mission ol 


that report, 


the gentleman from Iowa, [ Mr. 
VDO 8] 


WEAVER, } the author of 
ts before me, I want to examine the foundation for 
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more pleasure because I know that no gentleman in t 
more readily than the gentleman from lowa rise w! 
scessary to make a correction 


assachusetts. 


ne justice to the goo 
M He will allow me to say that in tl 





with his own name, I find more misstatements, more absu 


want of information of the facts in regard to the voting 


> 


t would seem possible tf 





State of Massachusetts, 
put jnto a report. That is a pretty strong statement 
gentioman near mes 
ho 
these stateme1 

for word, from the brief of the counsel for the contes 
Mr. WEAVER. And the report so states. 


\ ROBINSON The gentleman says that he so 


vests; but I make it advisedly. 








, because I und they are copied, line for 





ling that he made them his ow 


I said, hold him responsible; but I go further back to 


} ad 
80 he ald, adt 





head of all these statements. Iam surprised that any g 
fassachusetts would make these statem 
my i ( d vi nt friend from Iowa to: 
1 read 1 that rey Aiter giv r the 
tion } s b y he ed atid | qua it 





CONGRESS 


ug 
vever, that I do not hold the gentleman from Iowa responsible for 





oOo; 
i 





r anybody to 


to make, as a 


I want to say 
} 


line and word 


iin the re- 


I do not,as 
fountain- 
entleman liv- 


overpersuadce 





i the consti- 


suffrage, the 


I rrofessors. Everybody knows 
that a learn professor coming from abroad is not naturalized until 
after five vears’ residence; and my observation is that the learned 
professor understands the English language by that time 

rh I read o 
I mm ! I n enfo 1 bs atute un 1874 
} ‘ TY t rt. ‘ ? a yn fT Te yf rth ’ 
vw n the dominant party in Massachusetts began to fear for the maiori 


in 1857 , : Ste _— 
It was adopted in 1257. is enacted into a lawt 


1260, and has been 





es, on ¢ 
table, in every tow 
hands by thousand 
of every town and every election officer of 

fore him by special instruction of theS 
itin judging the qualification of voters in tha 


Not brought under attention until 1°74! Well, let us 


the statement made by the learned counsel! for the « 
says ny friend from Iowa 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Who was that 
Mr. ROBINSON. It is stated here a gentleman b) 
Butler. [ Laughter. 





Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. A distinguished citizen 
) REED. The late democratic candidate for Sena 
Mr. ROBINSON. I propose to show this matter wa 
before 1874. Turn to the debates i » Congressional ( 
7D, § 1 1869 in this House, and iin these walls, G 
min I’. Butler made this speech in reply to an inquiry 
gent ! 1 New York, the chairman of this Cens 











I Massa l 3 i t é 

5 TY aru ry j ti} . . } 

fr, HAMMOND, of Georgia When wast 

ir. ROBINSON. Eighteen hundred and sixty-nine 

ai fication is eoual iz its stice, and an ignorant w 

t La learned negro be excluded; but in the Georgia L 
iv te i who could hardly read and writ f at all, ve 
whi \ a ne »>who spoke and read two languages was vo 
ca he was blac Itis well that Massachusetts requires her citi 

1 rit l Te t I per tted to vote, Almost every bod votes 
rule, certainly ¢ Vv native-born person of proper age and s 

‘ ure hundreds and thousands in this country who would that 
‘ ‘ kr 3 it could be provided that voters in the « 
8 be required to read and writ They would then believe 
ernmen fi nd fact fa 10re fe than now 

——— ’ ’ . 2.8 1 . 

ibat speech was delivered, so says the Globe, bv t 
AE) Who \ the counsel of the contestant, and 


argument it had never attracted attention until 1874 
W made in 1869 in this Hor 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Will the gentleman 


) 


estion now 
Mr. ROBINSON. Certain], 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The argument vou ar 
understand it, is to prove t \ ] 
belief, is it not? : 
Mr. ROBINSON. Certainly not. I make no such « 
and I hope the gentlemar 
Mr. HAMMOND. of Geor 
Mr. ROBINSON 
York was quite wise in s: 
should have priuted the 
Now I will read on: 








will not. 














Now, the population of Massachusetts in 1870 7,352 b 
census. The whole population by the census was 1,651 
increase of 194,300, or 13.33 percentage of ga 








ia. You are contradicting ] 
[am merely showing the gentlemai 


ures are startling i 





to entorce itin 
very yer’s 
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ns 


ry seiect-man 


had it placed 


each eiec- 





oi your State. 
‘ Laugh- 
S aderstood 
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Globe, volume 
1p * 
eral Benja- 


made by the 


is Committee, 
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i sa 4 

cannot vote 


there und 





é making, as I 


unworthy of 


i true phey 
el ted States 
52, making an 


t to observe 
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this statement of the gentleman from New York; and Id 





Then the gentleman goes on further: 








Assumit t the percentage of increase of t populat ‘ ’ 
November was t me a3 1t was from 1870 to 1875. (in + . 
ha : i 
engths of tl ime covered by these dates.) a 7 





would be cc 





Now, there is a statement of fact. “Although it woul 














om 4 oo a . ’ « ‘ 
erably yreater. Let us see about that. The census of 122 
the population of the State of Massachusetts 1,733.0] rl 
1570 to 1575 she gained 194,500; from 1875 to 1880 she gained 1 
So in the hole of the second five years of the decade 
; v™ aul Sie ¢ 
gain as much as the gentleman says in fact she gained 
three ears and six months 
, 1 + | + q2 , ai tt , +! 
Well, it pass roing down on the same page of the | , 
+ } } } \ +) ° = . 
nd two tables, which I wish gentlemen would take home 
ow > = + hia } +7 +1 sx lia?) 7 *1) oe ry 
May, Isso, table,” showing the whole number of illiterates 
c&c., taken from census tables of the census of the State of M 
an assumed table for 1878. On theca); 
will see how uncertain this mus 
rive Let us see what the result js Ta 
the gentleman himself gives it. He savs + 
olls of voters in the ¢ ommon we v 
1 = = ‘ ry Tt » Wi , ] sy] , ‘ 
i ‘ » fv€LLU t Ais ¢ 





al ALLO \ 
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Now, there is a very pregnant suggestion. ‘ Allowing 4 yy. 
for stay-at-homes! How did he get that I do not ( 
been an election in the State of Massachusetts when st ¢ 
town and city there has not been from 1) to 25 per ce ho 
staid at he 2 who had the right to vote, and th 
stantly. n my own town, the town in which | 
election of | ovember in that contest for the election of na 
and State officers and for representation in Congress, t 
which both of the candidates for Congress resided, wit 5 149 
voters, about one- them did not vote at all; and so it js 
over the State. ’ ; report savs 2 


sons voted in 1278. So they 
he rest were d inchised. 

ained in that reportand I find that he de 
re-born and naturalized are 322,713. 
He saysthere should be 376,5 


the provisions of the fourteent! 





t 
+ 






ve his own arithmetic, and 
} } - +7 + } — . > 
he SHOWS that there were 1n ic 


es the remarkable calculation that 136,759 w 





just asserted on the sai 


it—he says 105,009 





are disfranchished 
‘ 


goes on in his eloquent speech, and he says, * What we de: 
that Massachusetts shall take her foot off the Constitution ar 
necks of 105,000 disfranchised citizens of that Commonwealt I 


of course is very eloquent, but ought he not also to have 
1] 


1 
she shall take her foot off the necks of the other thirty thousa 





he says, according to his own figures, are disfranchised 
I take only his own statement of it. Take the ratable p 


sumed, and here you will observe that every male perso 
ty-one, pays a poll tax, and his figures 
is the number of voters, 322,713, becaus 
mn that list of voters can vote. 
ieir right to vote. They are on the lis 
ist is deprived of his right. W hat ¢ 

1 


gentleman meat n he says that 382.713 of these 


f 
f 
voting list out of 490,158, and then goes on to state t! 


136,000 disfranchised ? f 


— 
~~ 
~~ 


7 ( 

trouble in reference to tl 
Tt 

t 


of course no man on th: 








Vhy, according to his own fig 


be only 107,445 to be accounted for. 





He says that there are 86,258 aliens not citizens of the | 
Th} imi — ¢ rea rmmnct ha ¢alr-ar — ha 117 14 é 
inis number, of course, nust be taken from the 10; ,44- 
der just found. Andso we take them out. That wor 





‘ding to his own statement or the figures that he has giv! 
1:7. Then take out from this the paupers, those persons ' 
in almshouses and supported at the expense of the commu 


convicts who are in the prisons and are not allowed to vote 


col + 








idiots and insane, (persons who do not vote,) and you ha 
persons more to take from his list. which reduces it still f 
wersons more to take trom bis lst, which reauces it 


11,916. Th tl 


n you deduct from this the number of persons ' 





above twenty and under twenty-one who do not vote, whit 
amounts to 6,212, and his great aggregate of disfranchised pers 
reduced down to 5,704 persons. 

creat many of these persons may jlavVe Chaves 





hey may have moved from one district into 4 
‘4 . : - ’ 1 *. 1, ‘ ld antit 
not resided therein for a length of time which would e! 


to vote, and it is safe to assume that a considerable numb 





have not voted. We know, for the facts seem to be ci y as 
: = + . ke the tr ) 

tained, that about 25 per cent. do not care to take une S50 a 

coing to vote. We know that large numbers of them cou 


; . : . oa - 3 y rash hat whe! 
take the trouble of registering. It is fair to presume tha ; 
many will not take the trouble to vote, many will not 
ably some of them have not pi 





uid their poll-tax, so that the vas 
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tised is considerably reduced beyond even the small 

oe which we have succeeded, according to his own calculations, 

a ing them to. Taking out, then, all these possible errors and 

ree gor all of these things, it leaves but a very small showing 

disfranchised. 
Why should it not be so. For twenty- 


before the people of that State that 


hor of disfrancl 


owing for 0 ' 
ved for his claim of d: 
+ is all there 1s OF 1. 


Phat i 
vears it has been written 


et 


‘ entitle them to vote and hold office they shall first learn to read 
a write. Near to every man’s dwelling stands a public free school. 
as ation is brought to the door of every man. These school-houses 
re supported with almost unbounded munificence. Children have 
horn in that time and have attended school at the public ex- 
aoe and the general education of the people has been advanced. 
ee that residuum of the people who all the time are not able to 


and write is constantly diminishing and disappearing; so that 


« the exception is to find one who does not read or write. 


1 ctate that I know, and I know very well the people of that State. 
sow the native portion and the naturalized and the aliens. And 


] now 

se here that many a man who has come into that State an alien 
7 has sought to be naturalized and become a citizen and a voter 
aan has at once proceeded to educate himself, and has learned to 
‘d and to write and has qualified himself as a voter in that Com- 
~onwealth. There are hundreds of such cases. It is not that the 
auction is shared by the native-born alone. No; its blessings have 
sna over all without regard to the place of their nativity. 
*y wi not take any time in talking about the policy of the law. 
There are some and many people in the State who do not think it 


wise to require the prepayment of a poll tax. People differ about 
Some time or other that may be changed; but for sixty years 


+} + 
it has heen the law, and it so remains. Looking into the constitu- 


tion and the laws of the sister States of Virginia and Georgia and 
Delaware and Pennsylvania we find similar provisions of the same 
antiquity justified by the communities that have adopted such legis- 
lation. And we say to all the States we leave to you those questions 
of poliey, and we commend them to your judgment and careful con- 
sideration. Does any one claim that representation should be reduced 
pecause of insanity or idiocy, or because of convicts? Does any one 

iim that all laws requiring residence and registration should be 
done away? And yet they are on the same line, on the same princi- 

. There is not one of these prerequisites on which I have com- 
mented that it is not in the power of the person who desires to get 
sufirage to overcome and control and conquer so that he may become 

ter. Butif he be a black man he cannot put off his color. He 
ot, if he were born a member of a particular race, strip himself 
of that quality; nor can he, if he has been in servitude; nor can he 
{he has been in rebellion, take out that taint; nor can he, if he has 
convicted of other crimes, remove his record of criminality. 
These are an inherent, inseparable, indissoluble part of that man. 
But his education, his registration, his residence, his payment of a 
portion of the burdens of the State and the other matters are in his 
power and his control. I find it to be in accord with the wisdom of 
the people of the country that it is the true policy to let the States 
govern those matters for themselves. The Constitution of the United 
States touches those things that are out of the man’s control. I am 
very grateful indeed to the House for its attention. 

Mr. WEAVER rose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
HOOKER] has been recognized, and is entitled to the floor for one 
nour, 

Mr. WEAVER. 
me a short time. 

Mr. HOOKER. I would like to yield to the gentleman if in my 
power, but all the time at my disposal which I am not to occupy I 
have already given away. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman 
trom Mississippi, [ Mr. CHALMERS. | 
Mr. CHALMERS. I am glad this discussion has risen to the high 
plane of statesmanship which has been exhibited in the two speeches 
of this morning on the other side of the House. I was afraid from 
the declarations and threats made by some of the gentlemen on that 
side, when this subject was last under discussion, that unless they 
could have such an apportionment as suited themselves they would 
reat us to all that parliamentary tactics would enable them to do in 


’ 
VOL 


Iask the gentleman from Mississippi to yield to 


al 
the way of obstruction; in other words, that they would filibuster 
against any apportionment. I was afraid that those States which 
are now entitled to an increase of representation would be made to 
Wait beyond the necessary time by reason of such tactics upon the 
part of these gentlemen. I was in hopes, however, that gentlemen 
on that side would remember that in the next House of Representa- 
ives the difference between parties would be less than it isnow; and 
Py: libustering now is justifiable to prevent the majority from passi 
. bill in accordance with its own views of right and justice, filibus- 
1) U8 Might become necessary in the estimation of the minority in 
eens 80 those States which are entitled to increased 
of their mee ould be greatly postponed if not entirely debarred 
Memechnotis 8. . repeat, then, that I thank the gentleman from 
(Mr, Hawiay (2 : ene the gentleman from Connecticut, 
from the low 1] Wwio have spoken this morning, for having stepped 
manshin piatiorm of party politics to the loftier plane of states- 

sip and patriotism. 

uthe few minutes allowed me I want to call the attention of gen- 


ne 


uo 
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tlemen to the very strange position occupied by those who propose 
to postpone the passage of an apportionment bill till they could as 
certain by investigating committees or otherwise whether any voters 
in the United States have been deprived of the right of 
fraud, intimidation, or violence. 


suttrage by 


Gentlemen assert that these things have been done. They ask that 
committees be sent out to investigate the fact and report it if true 


Then they tell us they propose to reduce the representation of suc] 
States. I say, then, that gentlemen who propose to do this p: 
todo something that will bein direct violation of the fifteenth amen 


ment of the Constitution. They propose, in other words, indirectly 


under pretense of following the fourteenth amendment, to disfrar 
chise the negro race in the South by a law of Congress in violatior 
of the fifteenth amendment. 


It was said by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Roninson 
that the fourteenth amendment was only intended to confer the right 
of suffrage on the colored race. Upon this I take issue with him, and 


to this I shall reply if I have time. But now I desire to say if this is 
true, then the fourteenth amendment was superseded, if not re} ad, 
by the fifteenth. 

The fourteenth amendment, as he admitted, recognized the right of 
a State to exclude negroes from voting, and gave to Congress the 
power to reduce the representation of any State which denied to the 
negro the right to vote in the proportion that the number of voters 
so excluded bore to the whole number of males over twenty- rs 
of age in the State. 

But the fifteenth amendment took away from the State the right 
to exclude negroes as such from voting, and the power of e: 3101 
being taken away, the power to reduce representation on account of 
such exclusion was necessarily taken away. 

Hence the tifteenth amendment has rendered useless, if it has not 
repealed, the fourteenth entirely. Under my construction it has re 


pealed the fourteenth so far as any power was given to Congress to 
reduce the representation of a State for any abridgment of cro suf 


frage ; for the right of the State to make such abridgment is taken 


dit 


away, and any such act of a State is absolutely null and void. But 
the reduction of representation may still be made whe: State 
denies or in any way abridges the right of a white m to vote, OF 
even of a negro, if not on account of race or colo: 

But under the construction given to the fourteenth an lt by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, it is entirely reps the 
lifteenth. 

If any State, then, by any means, by law, by force, or by f1 has 
disfranchised any portion of the negro race as such, and that fact is 
ascertained by the report of your committee to Congress, what do you 
propose to do? Why you simply propose to legalize it. You ascer 
tain that negroes have been prevented from voting by bulldozing, 
and you simply say to those people, “Go on with your bulldo ing as 


much as you please, provided you allow us to cut dow: 
sentation.” This is the only meaning of the 


your repre 


argument the g 


entliemen 


make when they say the representation must be reduced in those 
States where negroes are prevented from voting by intimidation, 
violence, and fraud. They propose to acquiesce in the fraud and 
legalize the disfranchisement. 

Mr. LOWE. Will the gentleman from Mississippi allow me to ask 
him a question ? 

Mr. CHALMERS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LOWE. I wish to ask the gentleman if he would regard the 
punishment of violence and bulldozing by Congress as legalizing that 
offense ? 

Mr. CHALMERS. Yes, sir; it would in fact be a recognition that 
these voters were excluded rightfully under the fourteenth amend- 
ment if youapply the remedy provided in that amendment of a reduc 





tion of representation. I maintain that this is no time for such an 
investigation. It has nothing to do with the question of apportionment 
If Congress has any power to prevent this thing, it should be done at 
another time and in another way. But we should not delay the ap- 
portionment bill in order to investigate something which has nothing 
whatever to do with the question of apportionment. That point was 
so clearly made by the gentleman from Massachusetts who last spoke 
that I am relieved of any argument upon it. He showed clearly that 
the apportionment even under the tourteenth amendment must be 
made upon numbers, and upon numbers alone, 

After the apportionment is made, if any State shall by il to 
have violated the provisions of that fourteenth amendment, that State 
is to be reduced in its representation in proportion to the number of 
its citizens so excluded from voting. But we are not to stop here ir 
fixing the apportionment to ascertain these facts. They are to be 


ascertained afterward if necessary. 

I propose now to differ a little from the gentleman from Massachu 
setts in regard to the history of this fourteenth amendment. 
the thirteenth amendment had set free the slaves of this country, then 
according to the old Constitution every State was entitled to be rep 


g tl 
resentec 


Star 
ite 


lin Congress according to the whole number of its inhabit 
ants excluding only Indians not taxed. This would have 
increased representation to the former slave States, but the w I 
these States would alone have been entitled to vote, as the whites in 
Northern States did where there were free negroes, and as the white 
in California now do where there are Chinamen. 
The fourteenth amendment was then devised an: 





l adopted, but I 
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differ with the gentleman from Massachusetts as to its object. It 


was, in my judgment, intended not to confer sufirage « 


n the negroes, 
but to cutoff the power of the southern whites. But in framing that 





amendment they made it broader perhaps than its authors intended. 
They said in plain language that no State should be entitled to enu- 
meration for representation for any males over twenty-one years of 
age whose right to vote was denied or in any manner abridge da. This 
clause is now coming home to g emen to trouble them; according 
to the Spanish } erb r chickens are col home to 
roost. 

AsI] 1, the tiftes i endment has settled the whole ques- 
tion as tothe negro race: they can no longer be excluded on account 
or ri ‘ sufirage by State authority. Now, gentlemen must re- 
member t! tl @ race are also citizens, and if their right to 
vote cit ai ¢ il manne bpridaged Dy i y State tor any ¢ ause 
sav e or rebellie the language of that amend: tares them 
n ‘ a iVS tl such State must suffer are luction of its 
represe proportion tot number of citizens so excluded. 
It v t vy to attempt to refine away tl } m of the Con- 
atit seems to le app l. and sl] ld be applied to white 
men ¢ n Northern States, as was shown by the report made 
by tl Census Bure 1 to the ¢ neress that made the last apportion- 
lit 

‘ i TY i 
SSAGI L N } 

\ ssavre {I the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, informed 
he } e. Sena A issed, with amendments in which 
Lie re eH S 3 quested, a nt resolution of the 

A joit eso H. R. No. 337) authorizing and requesting the 
President to extend to the Government and people of France an in- 
vita ) e Government and people of the United States in 
the S ince of the centennial anniversary of the surrender of 
L s at Yorkto Virginia 

PORT NMENT ¢ REPRESENT ON 

med t onsideration of the 1 viking an appor 
tioninent under the tenth census. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. 
HOOKER ;is¢ untitled to the floor for forty minutes. 

Mr. HOOKER addressed the House. [See Appendix. 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Speaker, no apportionment bill which is not 
iair, ist, and right ought to be presented to this House, much less 
passed, and no one that is unjust or inequitable can pass. The time 

as gone by when any one section of this country will submit to 
the domination of another. We, as Representatives, are all equal. 
Whether from the East,West, North, or South, whether our credentials 


of a State whose star makes up the southern cross 
or the northern constellation, no Representative overpeers his fellow 
n this national council, and this without reference to where he was 
born or what his color is. 

Now, if tl ght and just and proper it ought to pass with- 
out If itis wrong, unequal, 
and unjust, it ought not to pass, and no fair minded man ought to 


hazard his reputation in advancing a bill of such acharacter. Legis- 


} ar } > > / 
pear The iaprima 
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unnecessary delay or factious opposition. 


ati this character is purely political. Apportionment bills, 
whether brought forward in the Legislatures of the States or the | 
nation uuncil are purely political in character. They go to the 


maintenance of power in certain integral parts which make up the 
State or nation. If there were no State lines it would be a very easy 


matter to 


you have these ugly fractions which remain over after full numbers 
are ascertained, it becomes a difficult task to frame an apportionment 
bill that will be at the same time just and equal to all. 

T } ; 


Will aut 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. SHERWIN, ] which I assert has not been con- 
troverted by any gentleman who advocates a lower ratio as a basis 
of represent than that advocated byhim. I say, therefore, the 
statement he made must be taken as confessed and true. What is 
that statement? I have it here, and I will read it in the presence of 
the House: 











Upon the basis of three } dred and one the certainly democratic States have 
& gain Of six and the other States a gain of two. Upon a basis of three hundred 
and eleven the democratic States have a net gain of twelve and the other States 
have a net gain of six. Ona basis of three red and nineteen the certainly 
democratic States have a net gain of thirteer other States have a net gain 
of thirteen. 

Now, if you will read that to any fair-minded man and ask him 


‘ 


which of these ratios are right, he would not hesitate lot g¢ to decide 
in favor of the basis of three hundred and nineteen. 

Taking into consideration the slight difference that exists between 
three hundred and eleven and three hundred and nineteen members. 
opposition to the latter number cannot securely rest ona discrepancy 
so slight. There must be some lurking advantage in the mystic num- 


| a thing I would have said no. 


| bill, you can have it; but on 





apportion representation according to numbers, but when | 


ber three hundred and eleven that isnot found in three hundred and | 


nineteen, else compromise on the one basis could be as easily reached 
in the one case as the other. The difference between the two num- 


bers is too small to justify vigorous opposition if the advantages 


growing out of either were equal. 


A House of three hundred and nineteen members would not be anv 





a 


faa 

more turbulent or unwieldy than a House of three hundred and e} 

members, and all of you know it, every one of you. ee 
Now, if any gentleman, I do not care with what party regalia 


© Wera 


is now or in the past might have been clothed, whether }; 
democrat, a republican, ora greenbacker, had suggested to =a $i, aie 
ago that the democratic party of the North would have elt cos 


allowed en 
I would have said I know tha: . 


| democratic party has always been cringing the knee at the } oe 7 
the South. They made the compromise of 1820, and afterw oi - 
the South demanded that it should be repealed, repealed i. 
the South demanded that they should be allowed to take the al, 
into free territory a very large part of the democratic party of 


North immediately uncovered itself in the presence of its éo 
masters and said ‘‘yes;” and so it was and has been all alone a... 
for fifty years. Butin this era and in this day if you had toa , 
that the democratic party of the North would have said to Gina. 
crats of the South, ‘“‘ We will consent that our people shall ere 
and that these fractions shall be allowed to inure to your, 
advantage,” I would have said that they would do nothino 
kind. But I am now convinced to the contrary. F 
It is the old story over again. The South demand the has 
three hundred and eleven. I do not blame you for demandin; 
power always seeks toenlarge its volume. Of course, if you , 
power, keep it. There never was a petty tyrant intoxicated 
glamour of the scepter that did not when his power was 


i 


wi 


f assanlted 
struggle for its continuance. There never was a political oe ; 
power who did not fight with equal vigor to maintain it. — 

But what would you gentlemen think of us at the North if wes 
sit here silently and allow you to fasten these shackles upon 
ple? You would have a right to spurn us with contempt, to 
us out of your mouths, if we consented to any such thing, But y 
will never consent to it. If you want a fair and just apportionment 
no other condition. 

lincline to the belief that the number of Representatives jn t] 
body ought to be curtailed rather than enlarged. As stated by the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. HOOKER] a few moments avo, we 
have thirty-eight legislative bodies in the United States, ly 
does not legislate upon all subjects; many matters are left entir 
to the Legislatures of the various States. But even if this were not 
so, we have quite enough members for legislative purposes, |] 


onr 





S 
cline to the opinion that wise statesmanship, far-seeing wisdon 

ing to the wants of the country, would decrease the number of Ri 
resentatives rather than increase it. If I should decrease it, I won 
go to the point where the decrease would reach the same equita 
basis that the increase does in the bill proposed by the minorit 
the committee. But that is not very material. Three hundred ar 
nineteen is not a very large body as compared with the present, and 
such a number has the advantage of securing justice to all the States 

Mr. COX. Would the gentleman like to fix this increase 
basis of population only? 

Mr. CALKINS. I am coming to that in a moment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman fron 
ana has expired. 

Mr. COX. If the gentleman fixes it on the basis of populat 
has not rightly given the gain of the South on the numbers proposed 
by me. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent that the t 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] be extended, as a sim- 
ilar courtesy has been accorded to other gentlemen. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I must object, 
limited. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
man from Indiana desire? 

Mr. CALKINS. Fifteen minutes more. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection to the 
gentleman proceeding for fifteen minutes longer. ! 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Speaker, I was considering some of the ob) 
tions made to a large House, and was speaking with reference to wiat 
I thought would be beneficial to the country, decreasing rather than 
increasing this body. On this point I will take the liberty of print- 
ing what I do not wish to detain the House in saying. ; 

My own view of the number of Representatives in this House i 
that it ought not to exceed two hundred and fifty. As it is now om. 
posed it is simply one vast body of committees. All subjects ae 
can be grouped together under a common head are senf to commutes 
consisting of from seven to fifteen members. They alone have time 
to investigate and consider the facts surrounding the bills committe 
tothem. The residue of the House have not only no time to inv 
gate the subjects but can receive only a hasty and imperfect 
from the discussion allowed to the members of such committees. 
certainly cannot be said to be considerate and deliberate legis 
In the very nature of things legislation thus adopted must be 
and crude. . 

In the next place, larger constituencies will tend to give 
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men in this body, and add dignity and gravity to its as 
| On the other hand, it is urged that a large body is less likely to! 


| of cool deliberation and dignified equanimity. 
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corrupted, and by its turbulence and unwieldy character will os it 
0.4" a2 : y 3 commit- 

a check on legislation ; that it must always act through its - ' one 
ic - . sens 

tees and can never be properly styled a deliberative body in the & be 
However this may Y; 
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ion a number not in excess of two hundred and 

parer toa model legislatiy e body than to in- 
number. It certainly would not be as turbu- 
nwieldy as it now 1 is, and the } , noise, and confusion 
3 would be largely decreased, members would be able 
1 render such 
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the hands of all 
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-, Speaker, to examine another question which has 
, discussed during t his debate—t he con struc tion of the four- 
call cle of the amendments tothe Constitution. Ido not care 
na mvself narrow limits —— which, as I thought, 
an from Massachusetts [ Mr. ROBINSON ] J him- 
ine this question. He spoke ot the purposes oi the 
; amendment : so did the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
=e Mr. Speaker, the general prin¢ iple on which that amend- 
het land upon which not adverted to 
rof them. What is it? It was overturn and 
. + oots that doctrine which w: the Dred 
sion by Chief-Justice Taney ; it I national 
+ was the the amendment. Ido not care 
narrow, or the grand purposes 
ty. that was what the amendment did; it established a 
nship, and made it as broad as the nation. The pur- 
«to declare that every man, native-born or natural 
ine trees of Maine or on the golden shores s of 
ling am 
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of the thirteé is a m¢ 
f the pri ncip les whi ich lie at the founda bn of the 
been abolished as ~_ issue of the civil war Me 
lat ion lately servile were liberated women reparation for any polit- 
1 duty Besides this population of emancipat “li slaves there w asa large 
£ population who came to this country wit! rout education in the laws 
iuon of the country, and who had begun to exert a perceptible infiu- 
Government. There were also a large number of unsettled and dif- 
8 Of State and national right that had no other settlement or solution 
had afforded It had been main from the origin of the 
one political party, men of a hig ility and who exerted 
ne that the State was the highest pol itical organ ion in the United 
ted through the consent of the separate States the Union had been formed 
—t parpo ses; that there was no social union except by and through the 
‘Jat In extreme cases the several States might canc« el the obligations to 
rovernment and reclaim the allegiance and fidelity of its members. 
a) ah, ¢ doctrines of Mr. Calhoun and of others, both those who preceded 
Men. who have followed him. It is nowhere declared the Constitution 
i is or what constitutes citizenship; and what ideas bays Bren 
zenship by one class of our country may be seen in the South Carolina 
vs. The State, where Harper, J., referring to the arguments of | Seeme. 
iding, MeWillie, and Williams, men eminent in the urists 
SAYS: 
~~ rgument by all the counsel exce 
ie Sta from the Union the ¢itisens and 
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zens to the State and Federal Government. It that ‘all persons born ot 
naturaliz ed in the United States and subject to tt I 1 thereof are citizens 
of the United States and of the State where they reside Citizenship in a State 
is made by residence and without reference to the consent of the State. Yet bs 
the same amendment where it exists no State cagabridge its privik 3 mu 
nities, The doctrine of the 9 Stade-cights party, led ta seeders tases bs Mr. ¢ in 
was that there was no citizenship in the whole U aited States excey and 
by the permission of the States. According to their theory the United States had 
no integral existence except as an incomplete combination among several integers 
rhe fourteenth amendim ent struck at and forever dest royed all suc! h doctt ! 
seems to have been 1 s under an appreheysion of a destructive » fa 
State governm It nsolidated the several integers into a consist 
‘ * * * * * 

By it the national principle has re¢ an indefinite enlargement. 7 
between the United States and every ci in every part of its own jurisd 
has been made rear seedy id fan lo the same extent the confederate feat 4 
of the Government have been terated rhe States, in thei r closest connection 
witb the members of the State, have been placed under the oversight and restr 


ing and enforcing hand of Congress. The purpose 


is manifest to establish throug! 














the whole jurisdiction of the United States one pe ople, and that every member of 
the empire shall understand and appreciate the fact that his privileges and immu 
nities cannot be ilged by State authority; that the State laws must be so framed 
8 To sé iré te t property from arb ylation, and se« ire protecti 
ot oa 
* . . 
t the fact au enship does not depend upon parentage, fami 
ste Ll divi m of the land into separate States, some of whom | 
st of w s members were justly proud. Citizenship is assi 
| any yp of the United States, and every person so born is 
‘Th 7 lee ¢ = > ; ‘ } 
rhese extracts bear me out largely in the view which I have taken 


and expressed relative to the construction of the fourteenth amend 
ment. This amendment did more than to simply establish national 
citizenship. If opened the mouths of witnesses theretofore dumb in 
the of courts of justice. It forced unwilling and prejudiced 
ears to hear the simple story of injustice from the lips of the oppressed, 


© prese nce 





and bade them relate their wrongs in the presence of the blinded god 
dess. It — 1? a path to the governing potency of universal 


manhood suttra 
held out the glo 
ao 
ill of rights for In nd 
: thank God that it 
party 


It gave all an equal chance in the race of life. It 
us inducement to all men to become the peer of 
It is atitting sup plement to Magna Charta and the 

n the original Declaration of Independence, and 
t is an emanation from the brain of the republican 
who wrote it down indelibly in the organic law of the land. 


EPRIV 
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ATION OF § RA 


‘here is a distinction in law between the deprivation of suffrage 
and a reasonable regulation protecting the ballot-box—between dis- 
franchisement and the prescribing of a qualification for voters. All 
laws which look to the protection of the ballot-box by prescribing 
qualifications of age, residence, and the like, are reasonable regula- 
tions thrown around the ballot-box to srote tits purity; but all laws 
which add additional tests to a citizen’s qualification to vote are in 
derogation of this great fundamental ri ight upon which our govern- 
mental fabric rests. Laws must be construed liberally when they af- 
fect the rights of the people, and strictly when they are in deroga- 
tion of those rights. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not ieve we ought t an apportionment 
bill this session at all. I said on the stump (: aad I would be an arrant 
coward if I did not say the same thing here in the presence of the 
representatives of 50,000,000 people) that I am not satisfied the 
last censusiscorrect. Take for example the State of South Carolina ; 
I select itonly by way of illustration. The population of South Caro- 
lina as returned by this census is 995,622. In 1870 it was 705,606, 
making an increase in round numbers of 290,000. 

Now, it is said that the census of 1570 was not correct. 
the matter by the four preceding censuses. South ¢ 
as jealous of her power as any other State int 






ae 
vel )aS8 


Well, test 
‘arolina was then 
he Union; yet if we take 


the average increase of the four censuses preceding 1870 it is but 
48,000 in round numbers. 
Give to South Carolina the 50,000 she was deprived of in 1870 and 


it makes 755,000, Give to her, then, the increase she would have be- 
tween that time and this, and still it would not much exceed 800,000, 
She has 190,000 more people by these returns than the figures show 
she should have by applying this test. 

Mr. COX. Which return does the gentleman read from? 
have been three returns. The two last confirmed the first, and 
are by republican 

Mr. CALKINS. 
have not time. 

Mr. TILLMAN. But your time has been 
yield for a correction ? 

Mr. CAKLINS. I have only fifteen 
glad to yield. 

Mr. EVINS. Ido not wish the gentleman to misrepresent the facts, 
and we will give him all the time he wants if he will yield so that 
corrections can be made, 

Mr. COX. The men who complain took the last 
those two last returns confirm the former one. 

Mr. CALKINS. I am not challenging the census of South Caro- 
lina, except to say that the people of the North are not satisfied with 
it. 

Mr. COX. Have you read the last two ret 

Mr. CALKINS. Yes; I have looked over 

Mr. COX. The last two, I mear 

Mr. CALKINS. I do not know what you mean. 

Mr. COX. There have been two made which confirm the 
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Mr. CALKINS. I have the one here in this pamphlet. More can you ask? More do you require? All] ask is that 
Mr. COX. Then you are not fitted to speak on the subject. | shall remain peaceable citizens of this great and good and r,. 

{ Laughter. ] cent Government. , : aod Magnit 
Mr. CALKINS. If I Imve not looked at the right return, and Mr. Speaker, I had intended to discuss some questions mora 

have misstated it, 1 want the gentleman to correct me now. Let | abstruse, some of which have been somewhat entered upon byt 

me say I was using this merely by way of illustration. I say now who have preceded me, but the time allotted istoo short y ce 
no State can afford to ask an apportionment founded on any census | moment is fast approaching when the inexorable gavel of thes, 

which is not satisfactory to the great body of the people of the other | w ill give its significant announcement of the expiration of m 

States. They cannot ailord it. This is one reason why I am not in | I must hasten on, leaving these questions for another occasin: 

favor of an apportionment bill at this session of Congress. a I see before me the honorable gentleman from Massachus¢ tte [M 
But to pass from that. Anotherreason is, that I am not satisfied LORING ] and the honorable gentleman from Virginia, f Mr, T 

with reference to the representation under the fourteenth amend- These gentlemen are magnificent monuments and true types of 

ment. I say when the law was passed by which the census was taken | old Commonwealths which they in part represent. I do not} 
it ought to have provided some means by which we could have ascer- them for the love and devotion which they continually show 
tained the facts as provided under the fourteenth amendment. This | these ancient States. Around and about them cluster memo; 
it omitted to do. It is nothing more than right it should have been heroic deeds. Their history is familiar to all. The repetition ce 

done. glorious epochs never fall on unwilling ears. With them I 
Now I come to another proposition in answer to the gentleman from | these grand old reminiscences and the characters whose lives tn» 

Maryland [Mr. McLANE] whom I regret not to see in his seat. Itis | the warp and woof of our country’s magnificent achievements. \j 

in answer to what he said the other day that the South was under the | you revel amid these past glories I claim for my se tion—t Pie 

domination of troops for ten years after the war. I desire to call at- | nificent West—a share in all you say. It is true we have } 

tention to a great fact which these gentlemen all seem to have over- | monuments as Bunker Hill, no hallowed spot like Yorktow; . 

looked. There are two periods of war; one is during the period of | on our soil to which we may point with ancestral pride. But a 

awful contlict, while contending armies are hurling thunderbolts of | they happen to be located on your soil, are they not ours ax 

death and destruction at each other, and then comes another period | Did not the Huguenot and the Cavalier, the Quaker from t] 

between complete restoration of peace and the war period. That was | Brotherly Love, and the Puritan furnish usour early settlersin ¢] 

the condition of the South for many years after the war closed. I | West? Ay, Mr. Speaker, it was the brave, adventurous men; 
have carefully looked up this question of the domination of troops | early colonies that pushed their way westward, far to the su 
complained of, and during no time after 1863 was there half a soldier | of the Alleghanies, where they erected their cabins amid the 

on the average toa precinct in the whole Southern States; and to say | forests, subdued them into fertile fields, and made them 

that this number of soldiers overawed and put in fear these men | beauty and happiness. Here they erected their first schoo]-}; 

whom I met on the battle-field is to say that which I know is not | temples of learning—and reared their children side by side, 

true. We know the power of each other; these troops never over- | alier led to the altar the Puritan girl, and their childrens’ yeip 

awed these men; never, sir. tinged with the blood of the early colonists from the rivulets flowin 

During that time troops were stationed thereto prevent outbreaks. | from close springs. Thus the hot blood of the Cavalier and t 
I have no doubt, sir, in certain instances the power of the troops in | scientious character of the Puritan intermingled and broug 
the way they were used was carried to an extreme. That was nat- | the splendid characteristics of the true Westerner 
ural. But 1 defend the acts in a general way of the troops in the Our code of laws was liberalized, and the good of diverse syste: 
South. But Iam glad to announce now that I believe the time is | was extracted and compiled into enactments at once just, liberal, ar 
passed when there should be any further use of troops there. generous. Habits formed in childhood were softened by contact wit 

Now, as to carpet-baggers. What is a carpet-bagger? In the | the hospitality which hardship produces. All these diverse cir 
strict sense of the term, I am a carpet-bagger in the State where I | stances served to melt down old ideas into a consistent and hay 
now live. I was bornin Ohio. [Laughter.] Yes, some men are born | union, and to give to our western people that liberality, gener 
lucky, and some rich, and some in Ohio. I was one of those who were | activity, and enterprise which characterizes them. Our 
born in Ohio. I believed when the war closed I had conquered the | welcome to the stranger. Our hearthstones are models of ( 
right to go anywhere I wanted to in America, and live there and | happiness. Our school-houses are temples of learning for : 
breathe the free air and say what I chose, so I did not trangress the | masses of our people are educated, and believe in religious a 
law. I believe it yet. sonal liberty. Our grand prairies and magnificent forests, « 

There is no such thing as aliens tothe territory within Statesifa man | valleys and fertile plains, yearly furnish a mine of wealth unk: 
is a citizen of the United States. There is no such thing as alien to | other lands and unheard of in any other equal area of ter 
the soil in any State in the Union if aman isan American citizen. No | the world. 
matter where he goes, wherever the flag floats every citizen is en- While I am proud of my people and my section, while I love t 
titled to all the rights any other man has, be he imported or to the | to an extent equal to that felt by any member from any ot! 
manor born. tion, I trust, Mr. Speaker, that Iam not so narrow and se! 

It is said that these men in the South called carpet-baggers plun- | love it better than my whole country. This country, now r 
dered and stole and allthat. All I have tosay,if this be true, is that | and bound by ties indissoluble, all of it, is “my own, my naty 
the white people of the South were responsible and nobody else. Why, | land.” [Applause. ] 

Mr. Speaker, although they talk of the proscription of the republican { Here the hammer fell. } 

party, I challenge to-day a parallel where in history any government Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Speaker, if it be the desire of gentiemen tl 

ever extended such terms to a fallen foe as the republican party ex- | this debate shall continue, I will go on ; otherwise, I will yield to 

tended to the people of the South. It was one line of grand and mag- | motion to adjourn. [Cries of “No!” “No!” “ Finish the discus 
nificent magnanimity. Gentlemen from the South who stand here | sion!”] Then I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Sout 
are themselves monuments of that fact. Not asingie one of them | Carolina, [Mr. AIKEN. ] 

was ever tried for the overt act of treason which they committed. I Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Speaker 

am glad of it; and I am glad in this nineteenth century all these Mr. DUNNELL. I ask the gentleman from South Carolina 

crimes were wiped out by the men to whom they surrendered and | will not yield for a motion to adjourn? [Cries of “No!” “\ 

they were clothed again in the panoply of citizenship, although to- Mr. AIKEN. I have but few words to say, Mr. Speaker, and wou 
day they are acting solidly against us. Thisfact I deplore. I do say | like to have that privilege now. [Cries of “Goon!” “Goon. | — 

from my heart that I am sorry this section is still arrayed solidly After the admirable speeches made to-day by the gentieman “0 

against that party. Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] and the gentleman from Massa a ; 

You say that we talk about the bloody shirt. Why, gentlemen, if | [Mr. Roprnson,] I had hoped that this discussion might have bee 
only twenty of your number on that side of the House would step | continued upon that plane of statesmanship which they had mg. 
across the line and come over here you could stop it forever. You | urated, and that partisan prejudices would no more be heard in this 
know this to be true; you keep it alive and when we refer to it you | debate. But my good friend from Indiana, [Mr. CALKINS, ) Wi" 
complain. And yet you stand there solidly, stand there as amenace | attention I now invoke, has thought proper to present some very l" 
to what we believe is the true doctrine of governmental policy. [An | tinent questions, which I propose directly to answer. at 
interruption.] Oh, no! Idonotcallyoutraitors now. I dosay you From the remarks of my friend, Mr. Speaker, and of some ats 
committed treason in making war on the United States Government; | who preceded him on that side of the House, I am impressec 1" 
but now by our act you are reclothed and rehabilitated in the royal | there is any pharisaical righteousness on earth it is to be found! _ 
purple of fall citizenship. All political crimes have been freely and | republican party whenever questions pertaining to the South are 
ungrudgingly wiped out. And each of you is the equal of any other | cussed by them. To-day they seem to be solicitous whether ot - 
citizen in the whole land. And to every brave man in the South I | large proportion of the people of the South are permitted to vor aaah 
say I will meet you half way, ay, more than half way, to help bind | the question is raised by them whether it is not the duty of Cong 
up forever the gaping wounds of the war. I will rejoice with ‘“ex- | to appoint a committee of investigation upon this subject. a 
ceeding great joy” when we can meet on all questions, looking alone I ask my friend from Indiana [Mr. CaLKINs] and his cones 
to the good of allirrespective of the past. Isay further, to all of the | why is this a latter-day thought with them? Why did they ee 
soldiers of the South, with a heartiness equaled only by the Scottish sire to investigate this subject when republican rascality and vt 
chief, you are welcome back— agance were running riot over the South and none but oes 

' - votes were cast? I hold in my hand, sir, a Congressiona: Director 

A soldier's bed. a soldier re for 1874, of the first session of the Forty-third Congress, 
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wy own State I find that J. H. Rainey received in the first dis- | their manners, customs, traits of character, and their wants: and the 

>to my . : bs . = 2 : 
Og ote votes as a republican, being all the votes that were | gentleman from Michigan, a thousand miles away from any portion 
on i e Directory States. From the same source I learn that | of the South, and of all men most ignorant of the people of that sec- 
"y Rat sier was elected as a republican from another district, re- | tion, presuming to read usa lesson as to how we should deal with the 


061 votes against 6,549 votes cast for W. Gurney, inde- 

+t pepublican, not a single democratic vote being cast in the 
* Tn the third district, which I have the honor to represent, 
tt, the candidate for the republican party, received 21,627 
le only 1.094 votes were cast for W. H. McCaw, democrat. 
‘rlater 1 find L. C. Carpenter, republican, was elected to fill 
nired term, Elliott having resigned, and received 125 votes, 


yrded in the Directory, ‘there being no organized Opposl- 
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t, Mr. Speaker, hat this party of great moral ideas, which 
ithe executive and legislative branches of our Govy- 
nt. did not think it incumbent upon them to have 
nvestigation of this one-sided condition of things ? 
put let us come a little nearer to the present time. In the Direct- 
_ ¢iee J find that at the election of 1574 E. W. M. Mackey, arepub- 
ve oeived 16,742 votes, and that C. W. Butts, also a republican, 
seed at the same time 14,204 votes ; no record to be found of a 
wratic vote being cast in the district. Is it not strange, Mr. 
Sneaker, that this party whose representatives on this floor at 
»orous for fair and free elections did not consider it their duty 
svestigate at that time these anomalous elections ? 
‘Rot. sit, this same republican party, to-day so just, so fair, so 
.]. at that time so callous, so insensible to the rights of southern 
are now demanding that all election districts shall be com- 
tiguous counties. Sir, allow me to instance but a sing] 


Why is i 
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1a 
vance prodigality in South Carolina. The third congressional 
jistrict was composed of the counties of Abbeville, Anderson, Lau- 
reps, Newberry, Oconee, Pickens, and Richland, and no portion of 
g Richland County is within perhaps fifteen miles of any point of 
ther of the remaining counties which constitute the district, Lex- 


oton County, which has a democratic majority of about 1,000, in- 
rvening between Richland and Newberry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. AIKEN. I ask unanimous consent to proceed for five minutes 
more. Ihave not often wearied the attention of this House and do 

t desire to do so now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


? 


9 
a 


Is there objection to t 
proceeding? The Chair hears none. 
Mr. AIKEN. My friend from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] says that as 
ng ago as 1868 there were no more troops in South Carolina than 
would have allowed a half soldier to each one of the precincts. 
Mr. CALKINS. Ifthe gentleman will allow me to interrupt 
ish to say that I spoke of the whole South. 
{r,. AIKEN. I accept the correction, and acknowledge that his re- 
1ark was true as applied to South Carolina. The gentleman must 
tmisunderstand me assaying that it was the number of troops that 
verran South Carolina during the six years to which I have alluded, 
ud during which time I have shown there were no democratic votes 


t. We refrained from voting not because we were afraid of the 


him, 





aa 








is 


pation of power that authorized the presence of the military at the 


Union 
n t] 


ul 


and had the right to cast a free ballot, which could not be done 
¢ presence of the suzerainty of the bayonet. Sir, we were sub- 
serviently obedient to the Federal authorities. General Ruger was 
‘hen in command in South Carolina, and had he hung up his old 
ots In the capitol and written above them “he who shall dare 

Wese boots displace, must meet the United States face to face,” the 
tuer Would have been implicitly obeyed by every citizen of the State 

aud those old boots would have been as potent in executing the com 
uands of the Government as ten times the number of soldiers as were 
‘Henin the State. It was not the power, sir, but the presence of the 
dayonet that drove democratic voters from the polls during those six 
ong years of anarchy and oppression. Sir, in 18731 myself told a 
socier at the polls, “I will not vote under duress; the Constitution 
‘iUes Ine to the privilege of voting as a freeman,and there is no 


. ‘teedom under that bayonet.” For that reason, and for that reason 
' Sue, sit, I refrained from voting, and so did the democrats of the 


x State, 


But, Mr. Speaker, the republican party claim that the negroes of the 


South mus , .wwescitc «tc . . . | 
“i must Of necessity vote the republican ticket. Possibly there 


Was ar wad ieee . ; 
1 ostensible reason for this thought some years ago; but to-day 
re €Xists poter ry 


oh thevers cl ntial causes for a reduction of the republican negro 
deine ong o~. The intellectuality of the race is improving ; 
pavers and fit 5 « . 1m are acquiring property and becoming tax- 
tax-pavers t] ne a democratic incomparably less burdensome to the 
ignarant ra a republican government, and thousands of the more 
from the . Simid have been rescued by their humane employers 

© oppression of their Union leagues and other jesuitical organ- 


es iZationes . 
Contienee a race. (Laughter and groans on the republican side. } 
is literally nak rw and laugh sardonically at this remark, but it 
' lo-box who, with f 1ave myself accompanied colored men to the bal- 
. while , ear and trembling, asked and received protection 


nothing are the democratic ticket. You men of the North know 
§ about the colored race in the South. You are ignorant of 


congres- | 


of republican gerrymandering during their revelry, extrava- | 


he gentleman’s | 


colored man—— 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Many Members. Goon! Goon 

Mr. AIKEN. No, Mr. Speaker, I will not impose further upon the 
indulgence of the House, but will ask leave to print what I had 
tending saying at this time. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. the time of the gen 
CALKINS] from Indiana was extended for fifteen minutes. 
State is entitled to be heard, and the gentleman now on 
ought to have an equal extension of time. 

Mr. CALKINS. 1 hope the time of the gentleman will be extend 

Mr. KEIFER. There will be no objection. 

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire t 
upon the House unless by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the time of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina being extended? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Speaker, if the threats and warnings elicited by 
the proceedings of this House from the stalwart portion of the rep 
lican party are to be credited, we may anticipate but few more fr 
elections in the South. 


est 


Speaker, tleman Mr 
My ow! 
the tloor 


ed 


»obtrude my remarks 


ib- 
ee 
As a Southera farmer I have a greater inter- 
in the welfare of the colored people of the South than all the 
gentlemen on that side of this Chamber, because upon them and 
their labor land mine are, and always expect to be, dependent for 
our support. But, sir, identified from birth with the people of the 
South and actuated by the instincts of honesty and candor, I declare 
it as my conviction that further and continued congressional inte1 

ference with our elections will result in arraying race against race to 
the detriment of the negro. For whatever fate may befall the South 
the white people of that section, prompted by the first law of nature, 
will never egain quietly submit to negro domination. Eight long 
years’ subjection to an oppression unknown to modern civilization is 
not to be forgotten in a generation. In South Carolina, and I believe 
a similar sentiment pervades the South, we desire to see the negro 
elevated. But, sir, aconsummation of that desire will never be at- 
tained by a second degradation of the white man. You may draw 
your party lines upon color; we will meet you there and extinguish 
them. Our destiny is to live in the South with the negro, and we 
expect to work out that destiny peacefully, difficult as the problem 
may seem. But if political legislation denies us suby our 
rights upon the presumption that we have in any wise curtailed the 
rights of the colored man, just then and there we will have reached 
that time in the South anticipated by the honorable gentleman from 


ol erTts 


| Michigan, when he expressed a fear lest civil liberty would be de 





stroyed unless election results could be changed in thatsection. But 
if the American people will only repose confidence in the southern 
whites and grant them the opportunities circumstances present, I 
have little doubt but that this problem will be solved satisfactorily 
to both races, and ultimately result in the elevation of the negro and 
the continued and, I pray God, the everlasting political quiet between 


| the two sections on his account. 
muitary foree present, but because we protested against that usur- | 


A few more words, Mr. Speaker, and I have done. Allusion 


has 


| been frequently made during this debate to the small republican vote 
ballot-box. We believed then, as now, that we were again in the | 


throughout the South in the recent presidential election, and it has 
been reiterated that it could not be accounted for upon just grounds 
lor the first time since I have been a member of Congress have I 
heard the South censured and South Carolina escape more than the 
lion’s share of the abuse. But it seems the recent vote in that State 
has given satisfaction to those who, for the purpose of this debate, 
have bewildered themselves with arithmetical calculations. Perhaps 


these gentlemen are not aware that during the last campaign South 


Carolina had no republican State ticket in nomination, and in only: 
few instances a county ticket to represent the republican party in the 
campaign of 1880. The ghost of intimidation doubtless presents itself 
to the mind of every republican within the sound of my voice at the 
very announcement of sucha fact. But that such a thought is a mere 
phantom let me prove by printing as a portionof my remarks a letter 
received this morning from a resident lawyer of this city, who is per 
haps the brightest intellect that South Carolina ever gave to the 
republican party. He has lately settled in this city, and yesterd: 
afternoon I addressed him a note asking whether he was not a m 
ber of the republican State convention of South Carolina, and if he 
did not publish a letter advising against placing a republican ticket 
in the field. I have his reply, and will print it 

Many MeMBers. Read it! 

Mr. AIKEN. I will 








Fr rua? 5 A 
Dear Si: I have your favor of yesterday, and, in reply, would say that I did 
sublish such a letter as you inquire about. The national republican party ha 
Sonn injured and that of the State broken down and ruined by our running uniit 
men for oflice. I knew we had not the material for a State ticket in South Caro 
lina, and I felt contident that if we forebore to nominate one the democrats would 
be more likely to divide, run “ independents,” and thus sooner contribute the mate 
rial needed to bu ape respectable and strong republican party ; one not in name 
merely, but in principleand usefulness. Entertaining these views, I declined most 
pressing solicitations to allow my name used before the convention 
Iam, very truly, yours 


WASHINGTON, D. ¢ 






Ine 


WM. E. EARLE 


Hon. D. WYA Arken, House of Representatives 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, this is a letter from an 
linian, born and reared upon her soil, who is a republican from prin- 
ciple; and it contains two incontrovertible truths: first, that the re- 
publican party in South Carolina had not material enough in it from 
which ticket; and, secondly, that the only hope of 
ring that material is to dissever the democratic party. Think 
yon, Mr. Speaker, does any gentleman on this floor suppose, that this 

ill be attained by arraying every two or four years in deadly 
cal strife that party which so lacks material against the party 
South? As well may you or they ex- 


” by continually heaping abuses upon 


to select a Stats 


that possesses it at the 


i 
to break the “sol 
i 


aione 
pect | Sout! 
those who compose it. 

Mr. Speaker, my fri Indiana, [Mr. CALKINs,] with 
fervor and great emphasis, asks, What is a carpet-bagger? In re- 


ply I say he is a political legalized burglar: that is just what a 
a 


es 
end irom 


, ? atin sa 
arpet-bagger is, [laughter and applause on the democratic side; } 
, 7 va ' 1: <4y , 
dis to my friend if he will come to South Carolina with a 
view of identifying himself with the State, intending to become 


tizen, claiming the protection of that flag that floats over our 
and demanding the right to be recognized as a cit- 
the same time lending a helping hand toward developing 
e resources of that beautiful country, he will be received with 
arins from the mountains to the sea-shore, and no questions 
j to his i Bat, motives ever im- 
pelled the carpet-bagger to settle in South Carolina or any other 
Southern State. the visitation of a political adventurer, 
who, through the ignorance of the blacks, foisted himself upon the 
he proceeded at once to tax to impoverish- 


; S + 
ers chair, ‘ 


en, at 


open 
aril ] 


| be asked as politics, sir, no such 


His was 


ypressed whites, whom 
Pp} 


ment, while he squandered in luxurious living every dollar poured 
nto the treasury by the tax-gatherer. And yet my friend thinks it | 
ruel to call such creatures “aliens.” Why, sir, it is an honor to 


; 4 1 
nen tO ve 


recognized at all. I beg gentlemen to recall the history 


i my State during the carpet-bag régime and ask what has become 
those tyrannical spendthrifts. Some of them doubtless have been 


ing, as I believe all of them should have been; some of them are 
-day, I know, in the jails of the country, and others of them have 
ad in more ways than one retributive justice meted ont to them by 
an offended Providence. If there is one remaining in my State, Iam 
not And if they had all gone to that other estate, 
knows I would not have had a tear 


ot aware of it. 
Heaven 
mise, 
Mr. Speaker, I need not reply to my friend’s thrusts at the census 
4 South Carolina further than to express a regret that he has thus 
publicly acknowledged his lack of information upon the subject. I 
suppose no gentleman on the other side of this Hall will question the 
integrity of character, the honesty of purpose, and the efiiciency of 
the Superintendent of Census, General F. A. Walker. When the re- 
turns were made by the supervisors of South Carolina they were so 
far in excess of the population expected to be found in that State 
that at once the cry of fraud ran through the North from Maine to 
California. General Walker was compelled to yield to this pressure, 
and, himself startled at the supervisors’ returns, he had no hesitation 
in at once resorting to the only method of disproving, if possible, their 
correctness. Indeed, he was instructed by the President “to send a 
staff of special agents from his office to South Carolina to conduct a 
re-enumeration, by a house-to-house canvass, of a certain number of 
townships, with a view to a further test of the results of the June 
enumeration.” In his report, submitted on the 17th January last, 
which my friend had certainly never seen or he would not have 


ney 
t 


to shed at 





manifested that fanaticism Iso much regretted to see, General Walker | 


says: “‘In compliance with these instructions, I detailed the late super- 
visor of census of the State of Vermont to conduct the proposed re- 


enumeration;” and he detailed as his assistants an enumerator from 


each of the following States: New York, Massaehusetts, Maryland, | 
In speaking | 


and Michigan, all of whom were doubtless republicans. 
of these gentlemen General Walker says: 

They were selected for their known ability and proved integrity, and with refer- 
ence to the fact that each of them had been accustomed to mounted service in 
rugged and difticult country, all of them having been in the Army of the United 
States, 


I may say in passing, Mr. Speaker, that I fail to comprehend the | 


peculiar adaptation of such qualifications in enumerators as are here 
mentioned to such service in South Carolina, for generally the country 
is neither “ rugged” nor * difficult,’ and I am sure the United States 
will tind no enemies to herself now lurking within the bounds of that 
State that ex-soldiers of the Army should have been employed to do 
this work. However, these several agents came to South Carolina 
and reported to the United States marshal, a republican of the stal- 
wart type. The chief agent made his headquarters in Columbia and 
assigned the duty of re-enumerating to his assistants in eight differ- 
ent counties of the State, selected at will and without the least pre- 
monition to the people. The schedules of inhabitants as returned by 
the local enumerators in June, 1880, were committed to the special 


agent, but inspection was denied to each o7 his assistants, who were | 
required to do their work thoroughly without reference to the first | 


enumeration. The re-enumeration was made ; noses were counted by 


these agents and their republican assistants tendered them in South | 


Carolina by the United States marshal, and in almost every instance 
the re-enumeration exceeded the enumeration in June, 1880. 


intelligent South Caro- | 


| be accepted as conclusive in favor of the integrity of the 


much | 


ti 
| the State of Colorado, to the Veteran U 


their de- | 





| A bill making an apportionment of Representatives in Congress among (4 


Andin | 





RECORD—HOUSE. FEBRUARY 5 





— cate 


submitting his report to the Secretary of the Interior General Wa) 
closes with this paragraph : a 
I cannot but believe that the result which I have now the hx nor to 
- Va 


: wor] a ¢ r 
under the authority of the several supervisors of South ( aM 


arolina 

From these official statements of facts, Mr. Speaker, I subj; 
the magnanimity of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr Car 
whether it is not my duty to ask and should be h leasure to e: 


i ‘ Ds pleasure to or 
a retraction of the unwarranted allegations he has made avaina 


people and State of South Carolina ? sia 
Mr. Speaker, I am indebted to the House for their induleer 
have only to regret that I could not have anticipated this disen 


and prepared, as I could have done, a complete refutatio 
charges made against the freedom and fairness of southern electio, 
Mr. BURROWS. One question before the gentleman takes hic... 


| Vay p sé tT? niar ", 999 4 
[Cries of “ Regular order!”’] 


n of allt 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, infory 
the House that the Senate had passed without amendment hile. 
the House of the following titles : roe 

A bill (H. R. No. 706) for the relief of A. B. Rowden: 

A bill (H. R. No. 735) for the relief of Dr. John Blankenship 

A bill (H. R. No. 4596) authorizing the survey of parts of cert 
townships in Craw-ord County, Wisconsin, - 
tion therefor: 

A bill (H. R. No. 6: to grant to the corporate authorities , 
city of Council Blufts, in the State of Iowa, for public uses a cert 
lake known as Carr Lake, situate near said city; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6229) to grant the right of way for railroad 


and making appropria. 





f +} 


poses through certain lands of the United States in Richmond Conyty 
New York. 
The message further announced that the Senate had passed, wit} 
an amendment in which the concurrence of the House wa 
a bill of the following title: 
A bill (H. R. No. 6062) donating cert: 


vas requested 


ain lands in Lake County, i 
nion Association of Leady ille 
for hospital and burial purposes. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills, i: 
which the concurrence of the House was requested, of the followi: 
titles: 

A bill (S, No, 1599) for the relief of Dr. A. Sidney Tebbs; and 

A bill (S. No. 1874) to provide for the erection of a public bui! 
in the city of Quincy, in the State of Illinois. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill making an apy 
tionment under the tenth census. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
LEY ] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FINLEY. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania, [Mr. COFFROTH. ] 

Mr. TILLMAN. Asthe time allotted to my colleague [ Mr. AIKEN 
has not been exhausted, I ask him to yield to me for two minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. AIKEN] took his seat without claiming any further time, 
the Chair is obliged to recognize the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Fiy- 
LEY ] as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I move that the House now adjourn. _ . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Ohio yield 
for that purpose ? 

Mr. FINLEY. I have yielded two minutes of my time to the gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. COFFROTH. } ys 

Mr. COFFROTH. Mr. Speaker, through the kindness of the gel- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Frxtey] I am permitted to submit the fol- 
lowing bill, which at the proper time I will offer as an amenament to 
the bill now pending: 


- 


The gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Fix 


States under the tenth census. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
America in Congress assembled, That after the 3d of March, 1283, the House ot 4? 
resentatives shall becomposed of two hundred and forty-five members, to beappe™ 
tioned among the several States as follows: Alabama, six ; Arkansas, four; © 3 
fornia, four ; Colorado, one; Connecticut, three ; Delaware, one ; Florida, one ue” 
gia, seven; Illinois, fifteen; Indiana, ten; Iowa, eight; Kansas, five Ket 
eight: Louisiana, five; Maine, three ; Maryland, five ; Massachusetts, nine ; * 
igan, eight; Minnesota, four; Mississippi, six; Missouri, eleven ; Ni braska t 
Nevada, one; New Hampshire,two; New Jersey, six; New York, twenty 
North Carolina, seven; Ohio, sixteen; Oregon, one; Pennsylvania, twents 
Rhode Island, one ; South Carolina, five ; Tennessee, eight ; Texas, ¢ ight; Verm 
two; Virginia, seven; West Virginia, three ; Wisconsin, six. 7 anes 

Sec. 2. That whenever a new State chall be admitted into the Union th a 
sentative or Representatives assigned to it shall be additional to the numbers 
hundred and forty-five herein provided for. 2 oS 

Src. 3. That in each State entitled under this apportionment the num 
which such State may be entitled in the Forty-eighth and each subseque enining 
gress shall be elected by districts composed of contiguous territory and ‘ a - 
as nearly as practicable an equal number of inhabitants, and equal = ad 
the Representatives to which each State may be entitled in Congress, Bel" 
trict electing more than one Representative. 


\f 


uber t 


Mr. Speaker, I will not now detain the House by offering any T® 
: lf with submitty 


marks on my amendment, but will content myse! 
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Mr. FINLEY. I yield to the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. Sam- 

RD] to make a motion that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SAMFORD. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. COX. I hope we shall not adjourn now. Other members de- 
sire to speak. No vote is to be taken to-night. 

Mr. FINLEY. I am willing either to go on now or to yield for the 
notion to adjourn, as may suit the temper of the House. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. SAMFORD, there 
were—ayes 62, noes 63. 

Mr. CONGER. I call for tellers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No quorum having voted, the Chair 
is bound to order tellers; and appoints the gentleman from Maine, 
Mr. Reep, and the gentleman from New York, Mr. Cox. 

Mr. SPARKS. No quorum is needed on a question of adjournment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. But a further count is insisted upon ; 
and when no quorum has voted the Chair is bound to appoint tellers 
ifthey be demanded. 

Mr.SAMFORD. Haye I the right to withdraw the motion to ad- 


ionrn ? 
urn | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman has that right. 
Mr. SAMFORD, I withdraw it. 
‘he SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Fin- 
LEY] will proceed. 
Mr. PINLEY, I will go on as soon as order is restored. 
Hit. CONGER, _Lobject to the withdrawal of the motion to adjourn. 
The House was dividing upon it. 
ole SPEAKER pro tempore. If the House will come to order, the 
Chait will state the position of the question. The gentleman from 
alo Cr. FINLEY] yielded that the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
‘MFORD] might make a motion to adjourn. On that question the 
™ were 62 and the noes 63. 
ion ONGER. And I had demanded tellers ; and the Chair ordered 
SPEAKER ’ : l 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Alabama there- 
‘pon withdrew his motion. 


din, CONGER. He could not withdraw it while the House was 
ividing, 


ahve SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the rule on the 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A moti » . 
, Th otion may be withdrawn at any time before a decision or amendment 


* SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion to adjourn having been 








1. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 1277 


withdrawn, the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. FINLEY} resumes the floor 
and will proceed. 

Mr. CONGER. I appeal from the decision of the Chai 

The SPEAKER pro tempo [he gentleman wil! re« 
to writing. 

Mr. COX. I suppose we might as well adjourn if time isto be taken 
up in this way. As no vote is to be taken to-night, I supposed t] 
would be no objection to members occupying the time awhile 
We mean business pow in this short session. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. If gentlemen on the other side want 
to filibuster on such a frivolous pretext, they may do so. We ca 
stay here all night. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order is the appeal v 
has been taken from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Why does not the Chair put the 
question to the House? We cannot wait here until the gentleman 
trom Michigan prepares his motions 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Michigan has 


ie right, and under the rules 1s obliged, to reduc eh $ appeal to wri 





Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Lllinois, How long are we to wait? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not tor the Chair to decide 
Mr. ATKINS. Did the gentleman take the appeal in time? 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move to lay the appeal on the table 

Mr. REED. That motion is not in order now. 





The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will entertain the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] after the appeal has 
been read. The appeal as reduced to writing will now be read 


Che Clerk read as follows: 





I appeal from the decision of the Chair that a motion to adjourn may be with 
drawn while the H 3 dividing, and after the vote has been taken and 
announced 

Mr. SPRINGER. I now move to lay the appeal on the table 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question recurs upon the motion 


that the appeal from the decision of the Chair be laid on the table 

Mr. CONGER demanded the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

‘he appeal from the decision of the Chair was then laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I move the House adjourn 

The SPEAKER pyro tempore. The gentleman’s colleague [ Mr. FIN 
LEY | is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FINLEY. I feel somewhat embarrassed in attempting to speak 
at this late hour of the evening, especially with the feeling which 
seems to be manifested in the House against the continuance of this 
debate; but I will at the solicitation of gentlemen sitting about me 
proceed if I can have the attention of members. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Will the gentleman yield to a motion to ad 

5 
journ ? 

Mr. ATHERTON. I hope the gentleman will 

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope he will not after the House has just deter 
mined not to adjourn. 

Mr. FINLEY. I will yield to the gentleman from Texas 

Mr. CULBERSON. I move the House adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 60, noes 45. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I demand the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the aflirmative— 
veas 72, nays 39, not voting 1S1; as follows 


YEAS—72 











Aiken Davis, Joseph J Herbert Richardson, D. P 
Aldrich, William De La Matyr Hforr Richardson, J. 5 
Atherton Deuster Houk Robeson 
Bailey Dickey Humphre\ Robinsor 
3eale Dunnel Ladd tothwell 
Blake Lapham Russell, Daniel L 
Blount Ki Lowe Scales 
Briggs E Mason ShaUlenberger 
Brigham Ie McGowan Sherwin 
Bright be Mills Simonton 
Calkins } Morrison Smith, William E 
Carpenter Fink Myers Tillman 
Cobb Ford New Updegraff, Thomas 
Conger Forn Osmer Valentine, 
Convers¢t Frye R Voorhis 
Culberson Gedd yan Weaver 
Davis, George R Crodshalk Wellborr 
Davis Horace Hawk W hiteak 
NAYS—39 

Anderson Clark, John B Hammond, N. J 
Atkins Clements Hatch i 
Bickne! Clymer Hill Scoville 
3ouck Coftfroth Hooker Singleton, J. W 
Bowmal Colerick Hostetler Springer 
Bragg Covert House, Townshend, R. W. 
Burrows Cox Kimmel Tucker, 
Cabell Dibrell Le Fevre Turner, Oscar 
Chalmers Elam McMahon Van Voorhis 
Chittenden Goode Muldrow 

NOT VOTING—18! 
Acklen Ballou Beltzhoover Bland 
Aldrich, N. W Barber Berry Bliss 
Armfield Barlow Bingbam Boyd 
Bachman Bayne Bisbee Brewer 
Baker, Belford Blackburn Browne 
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Backner Henderson Morse Stevenson 
Butterworth, Henkle Morton Stone 

Caldwell Henry Muller Talbott 

Camp Herndor Murch Taylor, Ezra B. 
Cannor Hiscock Neal raylor, Robert L. 
Carlisle Hubbe Newberry Thomas 

Caswell Hunton Nicholls Thompson, P. B. 
Claflin Hurd Norcross Thompson, W. G. 
Clardy Hutchins O'Brien Townsend, Amos 
(Clark, Alvah A. James (Connor rurner, Thomas 
{ook Tohnstor 0 Neil lyler 

Cowgill Tones O Reill Updegraff, J. T. 
Crapo Jorgense! Orth Upsor 

Cravens Jovee Overtor Urner 

Crowley Keifer Pacheco Van Aernam 
Daggett, Kelley Page \ ance 

Davidson Kenna Persons Waddill 

Davis, Lowndes H. Ketchan Phelps Wait 

Deering Killinger Philips Ward 

Dick King Phister Warner, 

Dun Kitchiz Poehler Washburn 

Ellis Klotz Pound Wells 

Errett Knott Price White 

Ferdor Lindsey Richmond Whitthorne, 
Fisher Loring Robertson Wilber 

Forsythe Lounsbery Ross 

Fort Manning, Russell, W. A. ] 

Frost Mars} Ryan, Thomas il} 

Gibsor Martin, Benj. I Rvyon, John W. Willits, 

Gillette Martin, Edward L. Sapp Vilson, 

(junter McCoid Sawyer Wise, 

Hall McCook Shelley Wood, Fernando 
Hammond, John McKenzie Singleton, O. R. Wood, Walter A. 
Harmer, McKinley, Slemons, Wright 

Harris, Benj. W. McLane, Smith, A. Herr Yeates 

Harris, John T. McMillin Smith, Hezekiah B. Yocum, 


Haskell Miles Sparks Young, Casey 
Hawley Miller Speer, Young, Thomas L. 
Hayes Mitchell Starin 

Hazeltor Money Steele 

Heilmar Monroe, Stephens 


So the motion was agreed to. 

During the roll-call the following additional pairs were announced 
from the Clerk’s desk : 

Mr. WARNER with Mr. MCKINLEY. 

Mr. SPARKS with Mr. WHITE. 

Mr. POEHLER with Mr. THOMAS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, with Mr. TYLER, for this day. 

Mr. Mars with Mr. Kenna for this evening. 

Mr. WARD with Mr. VANCE. 

Mr. PRICE with Mr. WISE. 

Mr. O'NEILL with Mr. TALBOTT. 

Mr. MCLANE with Mr. Morton. 

Mr. KinG with Mr. Walt. 

Mr. WASHBURN with Mr. Hurp. 

Pending the announcement of the adjournment the following busi- 
ness was allowed by unanimous consent. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. KENNA, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the following 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. No, 286) for the relief John 8. Cunningham ; and 

Al S. No. 1133) granting a pension to Michael Hayne. 

ABANDONED RESERVATIONS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of War, relative to the disposition of abandoned reserva- 
tions and relative to the land-title division of the War Department ; 
vhich was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

LEAVE TO PRINT. 

Mr. HAWK was granted leave to print in the REcoRD remarks on 
the apportionment bill. [See Appendix. ] 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

And then (at five o’clock and thirteen minutes p.m.) the House 


— } 
acjyournead. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and other papers were laid on the Clerk’s 
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. ATHERTON: The petition of J.S. Johnson, of Birmingham, 
Ohio, for the repeal of the stamp tax on proprietary medicines—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BLISS: The petition of Patrick Smith, for increase of pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

by Mr. CALKINS: The petition of C. P. Post and others, for legis- 
lation upon the subject of interstate commerce—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Henry Dickinson and others, for the passage 
of an income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of C. P. Post and others, for the amendment of 
the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. COBB: The petition of 44 soldiers of Knox County, Indi- 
ana, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill and for the passage 
of the Geddes bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COFFROTH: The petitions of the members ef Colonel 
William G. Murray Post, No, 39, Grand Army of the Republic, and of 
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citizens of Pennsylvania, that Mary E. Murray be granted 
to the same committee. : 

Also, the petition of od. is Keagg and 18 others, soldiers of the les 
war from Pennsylvania, against the passage of Senate bil] ieee 

° . 41 NO b 

to the same committee. 495 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of ex-soldiers of ] 
Iowa, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Stacyville, Iowa, for legis)at; 
prevent the spread of pleuro-pneumonia—to the Committee on «. 


& pension— 
e 


4a Porte ( 


IA AN A 
Ce On Agr 


By Mr. DUNN: The petition of the Chamber of Commerce ont 
izens of Helena, Arkansas, that that city be made a port of ent 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. KLOTZ: The petition of 98 merchants and business 
of Danville, Pennsylvania, for an increase of pensions to all eclaie., 
who have lost a limb during the late war—to the Committee on In. 
valid Pensions. i 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of C. J. Legg, for an extensio, 
patent for a corn husker, sheller, cleaner, separator, and bagvey 
the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. MCGOWAN: The petition of William M. Beverly ana 
others, soldiers, of Jackson, Michigan, against the passage of the sixty. 
surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. = 

3y Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of David Downing, Johy ¢ 
den, and 130 others, inmates of the National Home for Disabled Vo) 
unteer Soldiers at Dayton, Ohio, of similar import—to the same coy 
mittee. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of Mrs. Ann E. Plimpton and other: 
that she be granted an increase of pension—to the same committee 

By Mr. NEW: The petition of citizens of Indiana, for the amend. 
ment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. ‘ 

Also, the petition of citizens of Indiana, for the passage of an jp. 
come-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. js 

Also, the petition of citizens of Indiana, for legislation on the sub. 
ject of interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. REAGAN: The petition of George B. N. Tower, supervising 
inspector of the second district of Texas, for a revision of the law as 
to assistant inspectors and clerical force—to the same committee, 

Also, resolution of the Chamber of Commerce of New York City. 
for legislation to prevent the adulteration of food and drugs—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of the members of the Board of Trad 
of Portland, Maine, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of members of the Board of Trade of Portland 
Maine, for a reciprocity treaty with Canada—to the Committee ; 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. SHERWIN: The petition of the leading wool growers 
the United States, for the passage of the Eaton tariff-commiss 
bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolutions of the Illinois State Board of Agriculture in { 
of Mr. Keifer’s bill in relation to the suppression of contagions dis 
eases of cattle and suggesting amendments thereto—to the Com 
tee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of the Chicago Union Veteran Club, that pensions 
be granted the survivors of Andersonville—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR: The petition of citizens of Oh 
the amendment of the pension laws—to the same committee. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Ohio, for legislation on the sa 
ject of interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for the amendment of the 
ent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, that the Commiss: 
Agriculture be made a Cabinet officer—to the Committee on Agt 
ure. 

By Mr. RICHARD W. TOWNSHEND: The petition of citizens 
White County, Illinois, for the passage of the Mexican pensio! 
to the Committee on Pensions. ’ 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of citizens of Chester County, 1° 
sylvania, against the passage of the militia bill—to the Com 
on the Militia. ; 

By Mr. WEAVER: The petition of G. W. Fleming and others, ¢ 
the sixth district of Iowa, for legislation to protect innocent )™ 
chasers against fraudulent vendors of patents—to the Committe 
on Patents. . a 

Also, the petition of Ellis Smalley, of Council Grove, Kansas, th 
the public domain may be held and preserved exclusively for * 
settlers—to the Committee on the Public Lands. . 

Also, the petition of Reubin Coomes and others, of Lacey, lows 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on ° 
valid Pensions. si nies ta 

Also, the petition of R. H. Green and 14 others, of Bay City, oe 
igan, for the passage of the Weaver soldier bill—to the Committ 
on Military Affairs. z > Michigal 

Also, the petition of A. L. Richards and 15 others, ot Michiga® 
and of Jacob Rowe and others, for legislation to regulate intersta 
commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. — 

Also, the petitions of Frank Kline and 74 others, of Clinton, - e 
Jersey ; of J. K. Richard and 60 others, of Henry County, ree 
S. T, Adams and others, of Davis County, Iowa; of A. P. Fairbank ane 
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vs of Vermont; of B. D. Bartlett and 60 others, of Massachu- 

+ C. W. Humphreys and 75 others, of Cascade, and Charles O. 

‘snd 34 others, of Dodge County, Wisconsin ; of Uriah Mills and 

ge _ of Marion County, and of T. R. Ballard and 40 others, of 

— ile lllinois; of G. Taylor and 177 others; of Arthur Maguire 

ers: of Patrick Rogan and #1 others, and of Allen Foote 

ars, that Congress shall not fund the national debt, but pay 
«+o the Committee on Ways and Means. 

» petition of William H. Mathews and 90 others, citizens of 
he passage of the Keifer pleuro-pneumonia bill—to the 
on Agriculture. 

-ho petition of A. J. Guile and others, citizens of Davis County, 

+ the Commissioner of Agriculture be made amember of the 

“i wer s Cabinet—to the same committee. 
\Mr, WILLIS: The petition of B, I. Hall and others, soldiers of 
against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Com- 
lid Pensions. 


rey 


stop on InVé 


IN SENATE. 
MonDAY, February 7, 1881. 


prover by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BULLOCK, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and 
nr roved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
secretary of War, transmitting a communication from the Chief of 
irdnance, recommending that the pay of the master armorer at the 
National Armory, Springfield, Massachusetts, be increased; which 
cas referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented resolutions of the Merchants’ 
Exchange of Saint Louis, favoring the abolishment of the special 
taxes levied on the capital and deposits of banks and bankers, and 

« the tax on bank checks; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Mrs. Nancy Hale, of Vir- 
sinia, widow of Isaac Hale, deceased, a soldier of the war of 1812, 

raying for a pension for services rendered by her husband; which 
vas referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Benjamin Blankenship, of Vir- 
rinia, praying for a pension for services rendered in the war of 1812; 
vas referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
ulso presented the petition of John Dunkin, of Virginia, praying 
i: pension for services rendered in the war of 1812; which was 

ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of William P. Hawkins and sev- 
eral others, citizens of Fairport, New York, praying for the passage of 

iw providing for appointments to subordinate executive offices by 

petitive examination, and that removals shall be made for legiti- 
mate cause only; which was referred to the Select Committee to 
examine the several branches of the Civil Service. 

He alsopresented the memorial of Benjamin F. Page and others, citi- 
ens of Moriah, New York, surviving soldiers of the war for the Union, 
emonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing 
lor the examination and adjudication of pension claims; which was 

dered to lie on the table. 

_He also presented the petition of the board of trustees of the 
gton City Orphan Asylum, praying for the passage of a law 
uorizing the commissioners of the District of Columbia to exempt 
‘he asylum from the payment of taxes assessed against the same and 
nainmng unpaid; which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
ct of Coinmbia. 

Mr, 'HURMAN presented the petition of M. W. Wright and others, 
ens of Kingsville, Ohio, late soldiers of the Union Army, praying 

‘He passage of the amendment reported by the Committee on Pen- 

‘to the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adju- 

On OF pension claims; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

© aiso presented the memorial of J. H. Palmer and others, citizens 

Verton, Ohio, late soldiers of the Union Army, remonstrating 
slllst The passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the exami- 

‘on and adjudication of pension claims, and the amendments 
\; 03 Which was ordered to lie on the table. 
he ARLEY presented the petition of a committee of citizens of 

4, California, appointed to examine the United States arsenal 
piace, praying that it be made a manufacturing and con- 
a arsenal; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 















 BALDW IN presented the memorial of Charles H. Allen and 30 
emia arene Jackson County, Michigan, remonstrating against 
dieation of v4 vill (S.No. 496) providing for the examination and 
ras ordered to , ; <2 ciate, and the amendments thereto; which 

Mr. DAWES. e on the table. , 
tts in farce presented a resolution of the Legislature of Massachu- 
ents = Sine ¢ an appropriation for the improvement of the Con- 
t from Hartford, Connecticut, to Holyoke, Massachu- 
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setts; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
as follows: 
COMMONWEALTH OF Massacuuserrs 
In the year 1881 

Resolution relating to the improvement to navigation of the Connecticut River. 

Whereas a petition has been presented from Massachusetts to the United States 
Congress assembled, for the removalof obstruction to navigation in the Connecti 
cut River from Hartford, Connecticut, to Holyoke, Massashusetts 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the Commonwealth of Massa 
chusetta in general court assembled, That the removal of such obstructions will be of 
great benefit tothe people of this Commonwealth, and their Legislature desires 
that Congress may provide an appropriation suflicient to improve the navigation 
of the Connecticut River in accordance with the plans of the United States Engi 
neer Department already transmitted to Congress 

And his excellency the governor is hereby requested to transmit a copy of this 
resolution to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress for their earnest 
consideration. 


a 


House OF REPRESENTATIVES 
January 25, 1881. 


Adopted: Sent up for concurrence. 


GEO. A. MARDEN, Clerk. 
JANUARY 28, 1881. 

Senate: Adopted, in concurrence. 
S. N. GIFFORD, Clerk. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented a memorial passed by 
the Association of Nations] Banks of Eastern Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to facilitate 
the refunding of the national debt ; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

He also presented the petition of D. F. Moore and 77 others, busi- 
ness men of Phceenixville, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase in 
the amount of pension allowed to soldiers of the late war who have 
lost the use of a limb; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

He also presented the petition of W. P. Arnold and 33 others, 
citizens of Rome, Bradford County, Pennsylvania, praying for such 
changes in the patent laws as will protect innocent purchasers against 
the imposition of fraudulent vendors of patents and patent rights; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also presented resolutions of the Philadelphia Association of 
Manufacturers of Textile Fabrics, in favor of the passage of an inter- 
state-commerce law, and favoring the Reagan bill; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented resolutions of the Board of Trade of Erie, Penn- 
sylvania, favoring an appropriation for the construction of a break- 
water for a harbor of refuge in Milwaukee Bay; which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the memorial of Lewis Marks and others, citizens 
of Collomsville, Pennsylvania; the memorial of J. W. Abraham and 
others, citizens of Smithfield, Pennsylvania; the memorial of H. B. 
Kilborn and others, citizens of Franklindale, Pennsylvania; and the 
memorial of John H. Sortmar and others, citizens of Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania, all surviving soldiers of the war for the Union, remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the 
examination and adjudication of pension claims, and the amendments 
thereto; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented resolutions of the councils of the city of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, in favor of the passage of an act allowing a 
street to be opened through the Allegheny arsenal grounds to connect 
South street with North street in that city; which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented a petition of the officers and members of the State 
Society of the Cincinnati of the State of Pennsylvania, praying for 
the remission of duties upon portions of the monument to Washing- 
ton about to be erected in Philadelphia, already contracted for, from 
time to time, as they may be tinished and come into the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the memorial of Charles H. Mitchell 
and 45 others, citizens of La Porte City, Iowa, and the memorial of 
John Standley and 17 others, citizens of Grant City, lowa, soldiers of 
the late war, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 
496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
claims, and the amendments thereto; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Healso presented the petition of Carez R. Smith and others, citizens 
of Iowa City, Iowa, praying for the enactment of a law preventing 
the spread of pleuro-pneumonia among cattle; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a resolution of the Legislature of Illinois; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table, as follows: 

Resolved, That we recognize the bill introduced into the House of Representa- 
tives at its last session as embodying the essential features necessary to an intelli- 
gent and eflicient supervision of contagious and infectious diseases of live stock 
generally on the part of the Federal Government, and that we heartily recommend 
the passage of some such law, with an additional provision, which shall clothe the 
commission with authority to prescribe rules and regulations under which the live 
stock of any infected State, Territory, or district may be transported, or taken 
therefrom, and under which live stock may be transported through such infe ected 
State, Territory, or district, or in their discretion to prohibit absolutely the trans- 
portation of live stock fromor through such infected district when, in their opinion 
the same shall be essential to the general safety. 


Mr. LOGAN presented the memorial of John W. Halland others, citi- 
zens of Charleston, Dlinois ; the memorial of William Wood and others, 
citizens of Sheldon, Illinois; and the memorial of John Judge and 


others, of New York City, all soldiers in the late war for the Union, 
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remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing The bill was reported from the Committee on the J a 
for the examination and adjudication of pension claims; w hich were amendments. ‘Clary with, 
ordered to lie on the table. The first amendment was, at the end of the first sect —_ 

Mr. FERRY presented the memorial of William Poynter and 10 “instead of the times now fixed by law;” so as to make the « ; 
others and the memorial of William Howard and 21 others, ex- | read: LHC ser 
soldiers of the late war, citizens of the State of Michigan, remon- That the United States cireuit and district courts of the United ¢ 
strating against the passage of the bill known as the sixty-surgeons weeters district of Virginia, held at Danville, in the State of Virei, 
bill; w hich were ordered to lie on the table. . . . Sieadien ag pe on accion ann the thir ip arene acu 

Mr. BOOTH presented the petition of the First Battalion of Mount- | year, instead of the times now fixed by law nda Nov 
aineers, California Volunteers, praying that the benefits of the bounty | ° 
act of July 23, 1566, may be extended to them; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. VEST presented the memorial of W. M. Jones and others, of 
Missouri, soldiers in different regiments during the war, remonstrating 
against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. ie 

He also presented resolutions of the Merchants’ Ex« hange, of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, in favor of the repeal of the law levying a tax on bank 
checks and of the passage of a law abolishing the special taxes on 
the deposits of banks and bankers; which were referred to the Com- 
inittee on Finance. 

He also presented a resolution of the executive committee of the | 
Civil Service Reform Association, of Brooklyn, New York, in favor of BILLS INTRODUCED. 
the passage of the pending bills toregulate and improve the civil| Mr. BECK asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leay 
service of the United States and to prevent extortion from persons | troduce a bill (8S. No. 2157) for the purchase of suitable grou 
in the civil service ; which was referred to the Select Committee to | city of Owensborough, in the State of Kentucky, and the erection ¢ 
examine the several branches of the Civil Service. on of a public building for post-office, United States « ollector’s 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial of the Louisville Board of | United States commissioner's office, and for the use of ot} 
Trade, of Louisville, Kentucky, remonstrating against the passage | States officers in said city; which was read twice by its title. ana. 
of a bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the | ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, ao 
Judiciary. | Mr. VOORHEES asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained Jeg 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a number of petitions signed together to introduce a bill (S. No. 2158) to authorize the preparation of ac ‘ 
by a great many soldiers of the State of New York, petitioning some | alogue of Government publications from 1870 to date ; which wadine 
for and some against the so-called pension-surgeon bill. I move that | twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Printing 
they lie on the table. | Mr. EDMUNDS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained lea, 

rhe motion ‘was agreed to. gs ll a | to introduce a bill (S. No. 2159) granting an increase of pension t 

Mr. EDML NDS presented the memorial of W esley M. Mitchell and | Edward G. Quincy : which was read twice by its title, and, wit] 
others, of Mount Holly, Vermont, soldiers of the late war, remon- | accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions, 
strating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the Mr. KERNAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave : 
examination and adjudication of pension claims and all the amend- | jntroduce a bill (S. No. 2160) for the relief of the Weshington ( 
ments thereto; which was ordered to lie on the table. | Orphan Asylum in the city of Washington, District of Columbia 

Mr. PLUMB presented resolutions of the Legislature of Kansas, in | which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee o 
favor of the construction of a double-track Government freight rail- | the District of Columbia. 
road from the sea-coast on the east to the Missouri River on the west, | Mr. FERRY asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained le 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 2. to «t 
words “its passage” and insert “ the first of May, 1881: 
the section read: 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are 
act shall be in force from the first of May, 188! 

The amendment was agreed to 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, a: 
ments were concurred in. 

It was ordered that the amendments be engrossed 

| be read a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed 


ie 


so as to make the main line accessible for commercial purposes to the | introduce a bill (S. No. 2161) to incorporate The United States Ra 


people of all the States of the Mississippi Valley; which were referred | way Mail Service Mutual Benefit Association : which was read twic: 
to the Committee on Commerce. by its title, and referred ‘to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post 
Mr. SAUNDERS presented the memorial of 8S. H. Davis and 24 | Roads. 
others, citizens of Wilber, Nebraska, soldiers of the late war, remon- | AMENDMENTS TO THE POST-ROUTE BILL 
rating agains » passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing fo e | on \OORRE : 
ents eel ka ekiotion of vanaiin slaaass ich wa ordered Mr. HILL, of Colorado, and Mr. COCKRELL Spemne snes 
tn eo on tha ments intended to be proposed by them to the bill (H. R. No 
ve ncd to establish post-routes; which were referred to the Committ 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. McMILLAN, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
referred the bill (S. No. 2030) to change the name of the steamboat : eat ee ae a ee 
Annie, reported it without amendment. A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Gzoror M 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill | ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the reso- 
(S. No. 2021) to change the name of the steamboat Tidal Wave, re- | lution of the Senate of February 2, 1881, providing for the counting 
ported it without amendment. of the electoral votes for President and Vice-President of tle United 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill | States on Wednesday, February 9, 1831. ii 
(8S. No. 2082) to change the name of the steamboat Savannah, re- The message also announced that the House had passed 06 Or 
ported it without amendment. lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the S nate 

Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, | A bill (H. R. No. 504 ) for the relief of David W. Stockstill; cae 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 4590) to provide for the sale | B ea H. a a 4434) for the relief of Mrs. Martha Bridges, o! 
of certain property owned by the United States in the District of Co- | PaTtow Vounty, Georgia ; ; , - 
lambia, oid it without amendment. | A bill (H. R. No, 2844) for the relief of James E. Montell; 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on Railroads, to whom was A bill (H. R, No. 4437) for the relief of the heirs and lega! repre 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 4874) in relation to the Utah and North- | Sentatives of Pierre Joseph ‘anes 
ern Railway Company, reported it with an amendment. A bill (H. R. No. 4438) for the relief of W illiam Redus; end 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill A bill (H. R. No, 7036) to establish post-routes. 

(S. No. 1954) in relation to the Utah and Northern Railway Com- ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
pans, moved its indefinite postponement, it being covered BY the | 7h message further announced that the Speaker of te tis 
RAR yo og een Peg +. eg oe had signed the following enrolled bills; and they were tuerell 

Mr. BURNSIDE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, towhom | : ed by the Vice-President : 
was referred the bill (S. No. 1657) for the relief of Marcus A. Renno, | et Dill cS No No. 286) for the relief of John §. Cunningham 
submitted an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be | A bill (S. No. 1133) eranting a pension to Michael Hayne 
printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. ro 7 BI 

Mr. WHYTE, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to TELLERS OF ELECTORAL COUNT. “3 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 2064) to reorganize and incorpo- Mr. MORGAN submitted the following resolution ; which was 
rate anew the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Company, reported it | sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
with amendments. | Resolved, That Mr. HAMLIN, of Maine, and Mr. Taursan, of Ohio, be appoints 

COURTS IN VIRGINIA. | tellers on the part of the Senate, in pursuance of the concurrent resolibl _ 


! . . he votes of elect 
; > ; onan » ‘ Sttha, . -: | Senate and House of Representatives respecting the counting the vot 
Mr. LAMAR. Iam directed by the Committee on the Judiciary, | §)prosident and Vice-President of the United States. 


to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 6599) to change the time Saad ne oF 
for holding circuit and district courts of the United States for the DISTRICT MUNICIPAL CODE. he District 
western district of Virginia, held at Danville, Virginia, to report it| Mr. HARRIS. I am instructed by the Committee on me she 8 
with amendments, and I ask unanimous consent to have the bill con- | of Columbia to ask the unanimous consent of the Senate venience 
sidered at once. recess to-morrow evening at such hour as may suit its poe auit 
By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | and reassemble at the hour of seven or such other ge » at the 
proceeded to consider the bill. ‘| the convenience of the Senate, for the purpose of taking UI 
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ening session and having read the bill (H. R. No. 5541) to establish 
evennicipal code for the Districtof Columbia. I desire to say that this 
a we a bill of three hundred and thirty-five pages, having involved 
" oe amount of labor at both ends of the Capitol, unless it can be 
ted upon finally in the Senate within the next eight or ten days it 
‘11 be impossible for it to be enrolled and become a law at this ses- 
sion of Congress. :, ae 
Tt is important that the bill should pass in some form, for the rea- 
con that in order to ascertain what the municipal laws of the District 
wre to-day you have to look to the various acts of Congress, to the 
* ejinances of the old corporations of Washington and Georgetown, to 
or ordinances of the levy court of the county, to the acts of the Leg- 
+) itive Assembly of the District of Columbia, and perhaps to the laws 
of Maryland at the date of the cession. If the billis to be acted upon 
ot all in the present condition of the business of the Senate, Iam sure 


“hat the Senate will have to grant to the committee a night session 
or two in order that it may be considered. I therefore ask the unan- 
mous consent of the Senate that it take a recess to-morrow and 
assemble, say, at seven o’clock to-morrow evening for the purpose of 
taking the bill up. 

Mr, ALLISON. I suggest half past seven. ; 

Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Iowa suggests half past seven. I 
will adopt his suggestion and say half past seven o’clock to-morrow 
night, for the purpose of taking the bill up and proceeding with its 
consideration, With the understanding, if it is desirable, that no final 
action shall be taken upon the bill or any amendment at that night 
cession, but that it may be formally read. 

Mr. THURMAN. I beg leave to say one word. As the Senator 
from Tennessee has said, this is a very important bill indeed. Itisa 
pill about some of the provisions of which the greatest difference of 
opinion exists. It codifies, as I understand, the ordinances that have 
the effect of law in the District, and creates a multitude of offenses, 
or puts them in the form of a code, where heretofore they have ex- 
isted in the various means stated by the Senator. In addition to that, 
the bill regulates taxation in the District. There are remonstrances 
against portions of the bill, there is a great difference of opinion about 
it,and the bill ought to receive the most careful consideration by the 
Senate, as it no doubt has by the committee. 

[dislike very much to suggest that we ought not to meet to-mor- 
row night for the sole purpose of reading the bill, because we per- 
fectly well know that if we make that order and nothing is to be 
done but reading the bill the probabilities are that not a dozen Sen- 
ators will be in their seats, and therefore the reading will be a mere 
matter of form, without instruction to a single human being. I 
would insist on that but for the fact that my experience has taught 
me that if the bill is read with a full Senate there will not be a dozen 
Senators who will listen to it. So that really there is very little dif- 
ference between reading a bill without anybody in the Chamber and 
reading it with the full Senate when it is a bill as long as that. 

Therefore, if the Senator insists upon asking leave, I will not, against 
the unanimous wish of his committee, object ; but I do say that nothing 
ought to be done beyond the reading of it, and that I do hope Sen- 
ators will not take it for granted that this bill is a thing that, having 
been once passed by the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
ought ex necessitate, or as a matter of course, to pass the Senate. 
There are some provisions in the bill to which I am, I think, opposed, 
and must be opposed, and never can be otherwise than opposed, and 
there are some provisions in it in regard to taxation to which other 
Senators are strongly opposed, and which give rise to a great diver- 
sity of sentiment among the people of this District. Whenever the 
bill shall be taken up I hope the Senate will be full, and that the 


bill will be carefully scrutinized and considered, and not passed sub 
silentio, 


a 
i 
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Mr. CONKLING. I have sometimes heard in the Senate and some- 
times in the House a motion to waive the reading of a bill, or, as 
stated, to dispense with the reading of a bill. This motion in another 
form is that motion, and it is no part of my purpose to object to it ; 
but I suggest to tho honorable Senator from Tennessee whether he 
might not as well put it in that form and move to dispense with the 
formal reading of the bill. As the Senator from Ohio has said, no- 
body will come here at a night session to hear the bill read. Itismerely 
a mode of satisfying the rule which requires the reading in extenso ; 
and I think the Senator will very likely comply more fully with his 
own wish and equally conserve everything which belongs to the 
teading of the bill if he will make that motion. 

After hearing the honorable Senator from Ohio I wish to add a word 
‘ie myself to what he has said so well. I have received for some 
os, ry quite recently, from several very respectable sources, from 
ae @ thought and integrity as I know them, urgent remonstrances 
the ing various provisions of the bill, and it contains perhaps beyond 
‘hock en, made by its length a great variety of matters. Al- 
thou the District of Columbia is small geographically, and al- 
thing . dealt with here sometimes in rather a casual way, I must 
the Dj nd rom any fault of the very vigilant and able Committee on 
ne on ‘ae but because of the fault of the rest of us, with a little 
the a eration than would be given to the concerns of a State were 
and. = ved, the District of Columbia contains a good many people 
that these who have specially beyond anybody else a right to expect 

a Houses of Congress, having complete control over their 

) Will be circumspect in exercising that control. 
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I trust that this bill, certainly some of its provisions, will never 
become a law until after the Senate has given a patient and serious 
consideration to those provisions. 

I think the Senator from Tennessee could very likely get unan- 
imous consent to dispense with the formal reading of his bill, and 
thus avoid the night session that he moves. I do not object to that; 
I do not think anything is to be gained by reading it; but I only say 
this word in the hope that when the bill comes to be considered we 
shall a)l of us feel it to be our duty to give such attention to it as its 
importance demands. 

Mr. HARRIS. My object is to secure for the bill consideration in 
the Senate. It would be preferable to me if a day could be given, 
and I would desire the attention and the earnest attention of every 
Senator to each and all of its provisions. The committee does not 
claim for either the bill or itself perfection; nor perhaps is the bil! 
in all of its provisions satisfactory to every member of the commit- 
tee; but it is the result of the conclusion of the House of Represent- 
atives and a majority of the Senate Committee on the District of 
Columbia. It is important that the laws of the District should be 
codified and put into convenient shape. 

In answer to the suggestion of the Senator from Ohio, I will say 
that, with the exception of the subject of taxation, the bill is sub- 
stantially the laws as they now exist in the District of Columbia, 
however wise or unwise they may be in many of their provisions ; 
but I do not see the remote probability if indeed there is a possibility 
of securing for the bill such consideration as will result in the final 
action of the Senate upon it, unless the Senate will grant to the com 
mittee a session for a night or two for its consideration. I would 
greatly prefer, if the Senate would consent to it, to fix an early day 
when the bill may be taken up and dispense with the formal read- 
ing, if it suits the views of a majority of the Senate or of the whole 
Senate so to do; but the thing I desire is consideration and action 
upon the bill according to whatever may be the judgment of the Sen- 
ate in respect to it. 

Mr. INGALLS. The rules require that every bill shall have three 
readings, and that those readings shall be on separate days, unless 
the Senate shall otherwise direct. I have known since I have been 
in the Senate but one instance where a bill has passed without bein 
read at all, and that was in the case of the adoption of the Revisec 
Statutes, and I believe that we have not yet quite got through with 
the errors that resulted from that method of legislation. In the in- 
terest of what seems to me to be absolutely essential to the due consid- 
eration of public business, I should object to dispensing with the 
reading of this bill at least once, inasmuch as three readings are 
required, and two of course would be by title. 

Mr. CONKLING. It has been read twice, has it not? 

Mr. INGALLS. By its title. 

Mr. CONKLING. Already? 

Mr. INGALLS. It was read twice before it was referred to the com- 
mittee. I hope the suggestion made by the Senator from Tennessee 
will be agreed to, because it is establishing an exceedingly vicious, 
dangerous, and detrimental precedent to say that any bill may be 
passed here without being once at least read at length. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggestion 
there ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. I quite concur with what the Senator says, and 
I know very well that there could not be a more perfect illustration 
than that which he cites of the Revised Statutes, which were tied up 
and passed without the strings ever being cut; but I suggest to the 
Senator from Kansas, and to the Senator from Tennessee too, suppose 
the Senate agree to take the bill up next Thursday and read it section 
by section and act oneach section as it is read. There will then be a 
thorough and an intelligent reading of the bill. The only difference 
will be that, instead of reading it right straight through, you read it 
section by section and act upon it as the sections areread. It fulfills 
the rule. 

Mr. WHYTE. Acting upon the amendments at the same time ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Acting upon the amendments to a section after 
you take it up. That fully complies with the rule, and itis a full and 
complete reading of the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. The only reason why that course should not be 
adopted in my mind is this: there are but three points in the bill 
upon which in my jadgment any considerable debate is likely to arise. 
Those are, first, the question of compulsory education ; second, the 
question of taxation ; and third, the question of issuing licenses for 
the sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage. I believe, with those 
three exceptions, the bill is substantially in a shape at the present 
time to command the assent of the Senate; but the reason why the 
course suggested by the Senator from Ohio could not be pursued is 
this: as has been frequently suggested by him, if we consider the 
bill in open Senate on Thursday next there will not be ten Sena- 
tors in their places to hear it read. 

Mr. THURMAN. If it is read section by section, and each section 
is acted on as it is read, the whole Senate will be here. 

Mr. INGALLS. We have been discussing the pension bill for the 
last week ; we discussed the Indian severalty bill for ten days pre- 
viously ; and during the greater portion of that time there were not 
enough here to constitute even a majority of a quorum. 

Mr. THURMAN. But does not the Senator think that when the 
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question comes up about stopping the license for the sale of grog in 
the District there will be a full Senate ? 

Mr. INGALLS. There will undoubtedly be a full attendance of the 
democratic side of the Senate. So far as this side is concerned, I am 
not able to speak with so much certainty. Still I think the course 
suggested by the Senator from Tennessee 1s right, that the bill should 
be once read formally in open Senate; and I hope he will continue 
to ask unanimous consent for that, with the understanding that the 
bill shall be read formally on the evening session and that there is to 
be no action taken on the bill or any of its amendments. That seems 
to me to be the best course that can be pursued. 

Mr. CONKLING. Iam not willing to let this pass by without cor- 
recting an impression which I seem to have made. 

Mr. INGALLS. Before the Senator from New York proceeds, the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawss] has asked me a question, 
and with his permission I should like toanswer it. He inquired how 
long it would take to read the bill. There are three hundred and 
thirty-five pages, and my judgment is that it will require four or five 
hours of continuous labor on the part of the Clerk to read the bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, if the honorable Senator should 
state how long it would take him to listen to its reading, that would 
have been a much more curious answer than the one he has given. 

The Senator from Kansas fell into the understanding—doubtless it 
was my fault—that I advocated the passage of this bill, orsome other 
bill, without complying with the rule for reading it. Never. [agree 
with the Senator it ought not to be done. The suggestion I made to 
the Senator from Tennessee was this; and I repeatit: to fix an hour 
to-morrow night or any other night when a bill is to be read, particu- 
larly a bill applicable to the District, a local bill, with the notice that 
nothing is to be done save only the reading of that bill, is to bring 
nobody here. The Senator from Ohio said there would not be a dozen 
Senators to listen to it. I andertake to say that not one Senator will 
listen to it unless it be some member of the committee who feels 
bound to attend to see that the reading takes place. I repeat that 
that is virtually dispensing with the reading of the bill; it is amere 
circumlocution motion to effect that result, that the reading of the 
bill in extenso shall be dispensed with. If that isto be done, if the bill 
is not to be read effectively and really for the information of any- 
body, it makes no difference whether you come to that by saying it 
shall be read by the Secretary in the absence of the Senate, at a night 
session, when nobody will come for that purpose, or by saying that 
it shall be dispensed with altogether. So I concur entirely with 
my friend as to the improvidence of passing bills which are not 
formally read. 

I begin now, after hearing him, to have more hopes of the attention 
of the Senate, because I see that he and the Senator from Ohio have 
found a party question in the bill, a question relating to the freedom 
with which there shall be dispensed in this District that beverage 
which is supposed to be so warming and agreeable to the democratic 
stomach, and which is supposed to furnish so much of the political 

nspiration of one of the two great organizations of the country. 
Pinning my faith upon that, I hope now that this whole bill, knowing 
that that part of it will receive consideration not only from the mi- 
nority of the Senate having little interest as they may have in the 
particular point, but also from that majority which has in hands not 
only the other interests of the Republic but most especially and ten- 
derly that great industrial interest. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I am anxious that that question 
should come up. I want to see how far our friends on the other side 
of the Chamber will fulfill their promises to the temperance people. 
I am extremely anxious to see that. I want to know whether they 
are to get the temperance vote from year to year by holding out a 
promise that is never fulfilled. I want the yeas and nays on that, 
and I want every man who votes in favor of the prohibitory clause 
to give evidence that he will immediately go and join the temperance 
society and become a Son of Jonadab, or some such name as that, or 
a Knight of Temperance, or something of that kind. I want Sena- 
tors on the other side of the Chamber to show their hands fully and 
fairly on that great question of temperance reform. No doubt they 
will do it; no doubt they will vote for a prohibitory law. There is 
no question about that. Every man of them will no doubt do it, or 
if they will not do that, they will vote for a local-option law, or some 
kind of a contrivance by which they can still hold the temperance 
vote at the same time that they are not bound by any temperance 
obligation. 

Mr. President, when the time comes I shall vote, I will say frankly 
and squarely, for license, for I have seen the effects of not granting 
license. The constitution of the State of Ohio of 1851 prohibited 
licenses being granted for the sale of spirituous liquors, and for one 
drinking place that was in Ohio when that constitutional prohibition 
was adopted there have been at least two ever since; and it will be 
so wherever it is tried. I therefore am willing to stand up, not only 
in vindication of my own rights, but as a moral reformer, as a man 
who believes as much as any one does in the evil that results from 
intemperance; but the system of no licenses, wherever it has been 
tried, has resulted in injury to public morals and public health. 

This is a bill, according to the statement made by the Senator from 
Kansas, which I think is likely to occupy very considerable time. To 
say nothing about this spiritual question which interests us all so 
much, the other question of compulsory education, the claim that you 
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shall compel a father to send his children to a school that he 
opposed to as a means of his children’s education, that you hall vie 
late his right of conscience and his parental power in a va 
another thing upon which some few observations will be a lewt? 
ever this bill is brought up. And then there is the Gacwtios © when. 
ation, which is so interesting in this District, and which ies > - 
gone so much discussion within the last few years here and aa 

But, sir, I am out of order in discussing the merits of the bi i 
I think that the only way in which the bill ever will be cor r Ste 
and considered carefully, is that which I have suggested ro ed 
up on some day when we can agree to take it up and read it a - 
by section, and consider it section by section, and thus com a ov 
the rule and thus secure a careful consideration of the bil] 7 Pe 
believe myself that the bill can be put through under +t os 
debate. clita 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands the Se 
Tennessee to ask the Senate to consent that an order be entered tha: 
a session of the Senate be held to-morrow evening, commencing . 
half past seven, for a simple reading of the bill establishing a ied 
cipal code for the District of Columbia. Is there objection? - 

Mr. THURMAN. I object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is made. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iam instructed by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia to present the following resolution, and ask for its presen: 
consideration : s 


is utter)y 


ig 


nator from 


Resolved, That on and after Tuesday, the Sth of February, 1881, the Senate w 


take a recess at o'clock p. m., and meet at seven o'clock p. m., for the purpose 
a code 


of considering House bill No. 5541, entitled “ An act to establish a munici 
for the District of Columbia,” and will continue so to meet each day until the samo 
shall have been finally acted upon by the Senate. 
Mr. THURMAN. Let that go over. 
Mr. HOAR. Is that an amendment to the rules? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. No, it is a special order really. 
Mr. CONKLING. Whatever it is, it cannot be considered now. 
Mr. HARRIS. One objection carries it over of course. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I ask the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of the bill (S. No. 543) for the relief of Jabez Bur- 
chard. 

Mr. INGALLS. I ask for the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is demanded, which 
is the consideration of the Calendar of General Orders. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I ask that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the report of the Secretary of the Interior in reply 
to the resolution I had the honor to offer. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order having been de- 
manded 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. 
order for the present. 

Mr. HARRIS. I understand the Senator from South Carolina de- 
sires to call up a report for the purpose of submitting some remarks 
on it. I suppose, of course, the Senate will consent to that. 

Mr. BUTLER. I announced on Saturday that I would call it up. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Will not the Senator from South 
Carolina yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. BUTLER. I will yield to the Senator from Pennsylvania if! 
can get the floor afterwards. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Pennsylvania had the 
floor, and yielded to the Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I wish to ask a question of the Chair. I 
ask what is the regular order ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is the consideration 
of the Calendar of General Orders under the standing order of the 
day, the Anthony rule, until half past one. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. When the Senate adjourned on Saturday 
evening it had under consideration a bill known as a bill for the re- 
lief of Messrs. Sigsbee and Sands. The Senator from New Hampsitre 
[Mr. ROLLINS] persisted in holding the floor, and the Senator trom 
Rhode Island [Mr. BURNSIDE] moved an adjournment 


I move to set aside the regular 


pending the 
consideration of that measure, and I wished to know at the time 
whether the Senator from New Hampshire intended to permit t%® 
other side of that question to be heard, or whether he simply intende I 
to hold the floor to force an adjournment so that the mouths ot ames 
Senators on that subject should be shut, and if that kind of tactics !s 
to be tolerated here I wish to know it. i = 

Mr. ROLLINS. Mr. President, I am very much surprised to heat 
the remarks of the honorable Senator from Florida. — T was upon t® 
floor addressing the Senate with reference to the bill reported aoe 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and Senators will bear witness that 
I very seldom trouble the Senate in that way. I had oceupied ee 
ten or fifteen minutes of the Senate’s valuable time, and I — 
concluded my remarks when the Senator from Rhode Island or 
BURNSIDE ] addressed the Chair and appealed to me to yield t _ - 
for that purpose. Alll ask of the Senate is that I may —_ an ciel 
tunity of finishing my remarks, and then there will be ample ~ a 
nity, of course, for any other Senator to address the Senate. Sa 
my purpose, and was not my purpose, to stop the mouth of an} 








$s sT ‘ 9 
ic, BUTLER. Mr. President, so much has been said about the 
ofr. 


tor. much more that of my friend from the State of Florida, a Sen- 


hom I respect somuch. I would be the last man to stop him | 





yeaking. 








eve frauds in South Carolina that I feel 
Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Will the Senator give way now | 
for a moment ? wt 
“Mr. BUTLER. _ Certainly. 

\{r, CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I ask for the consideration of 
cenate bill No. 543. | | 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the regular order. 

Mr, INGALLS. Regular order. 

‘fr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I move that the regular order 


be set aside. 
» Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from South Carolina is on the floor. 

\r, CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. He yielded the floor to me. 

Mr, BUTLER. I will say to my honorable friend from Pennsy]- 
capia that I shall not occupy much time, and after I get through I | 
wil] assist him in getting up his bill. 

Mr, CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. It does not require any assist- 
.nee: its merits will pass the bill. 

“Vr. BUTLER. Then I yield to the Senator. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, what is before the Senate now ? 

Tne VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is endeavoring to find out. 
The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER] is before the Senate. | 

Mr, CONKLING. Is there a resolution before the Senate ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Carolina, the 
Chair understands, desires to address the Senate on the report of the 
Secretary of the Interior in reply to a resolution submitted by him. | 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to address the Senate on the report from 
the Secretary of the Interior made in response to a resolution which 
| offered in reference to the alleged census frauds in South Carolina. 
That report I have asked the Senate to consider. 





ALLEGED FRAUDS IN SOUTH CAROLINA’S CENSUS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the Senator from 
South Carolina proceeding? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, so much has been said about census 
frauds in South Carolina that I beg to call the especial attention of 
he Senate to the letter of the honorable Secretary of the Interior of 
January 17, 1881, communicating the letter of General Francis A. 
Walker, Superintendent of the Census, of the 15th January. 

This letter is written in response to a resolution of the Senate which 
[ had the honor to offer, “ requesting and directing the Secretary of 
he Interior to forward for the information of the Senate the report 

he Superintendent of the Census touching the alleged frauds of 

e enumeration of the inhabitants of South Carolina under the law 
roviding for taking the tenth census.” It answers so completely the 
arges made from time to time by partisan stump-orators and sub- 
zed organs that I shall ask the Clerk to read it for the information 
the Senate and the country. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, CENSUS OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 15, 1881. 
Ihave the honor to be in receipt of Department letter of the 7th instant, 
sing a resolution of the Senate requesting and directing the Secretary of the 
t to forward, for the information of the Senate, the report of the Superin- 
tof the Census touching the alleged frauds of the enumeration of the in- 
uts of South Carolina under the law providing for taking the tenth census. 
liance with the instruetions of the Department, I have the honor to trans- 
1aprinted copy of the report in question. 
investigation, the results of which are set forth in this report, was con- 
bs ae nry Gannett, special agent of this office, between the 7th and the 
‘ist of September. 
math ) ] 








adopted was the verification of names appearing upon the schedules 
“ighteen enumeration districts, in six different counties, through personal in- 
ot prominent citizens familiar with the residents of their respective locali- 
\of undoubted probity. 
ng the month of November I received oral instructions from the President 
a staff of special agents from this office to South Carolina to conduct a re- 
tion, by a house-to-house canvass, of a certain number of townships, with 
toa further test of the results of the June enumeration. 
inpuance with these instructions I detailed F. G. Butterfield, esq., late 
sor of census for the State of Vermont, and now of this office, as chief spe- 
-«nt to conduct the proposed re-enumeration. The following persons were 
5 assistants to perform the actual work of enumeration : 
‘ety Quinn, of New York; John B. Burt, of Massachusetts; John B. Isler, 
yj) and; O. P. D. Stone, of Michigan. 
“se Zenuemen were selected for their known ability and proved integrity, 
‘reference also to the fact that each of them had been accustomed to 
: Service in rugged and difficult country; all of them having been in the 
of the United States. . 
: vnships, situated in as many different counties, were, upon the recom- 
“tton of Colonel R. M, Wallace, marshal, taken for re-enumeration. 
© townships were assigned to each of the four assistant special agents. The 
eae inhabitants returned in the June enumeration were placed in the 
ct the chief special agent. ‘The several assistant special agents assigned to 
_ a. enumeration of the townships were not shown these schedules, but 
pe ured to perform their work ab initio, without reference to the first enu- 
" ont note-books, containing the de ees of every house in the 
he tneee of —, material of construction, and general character, together 
hief ween a member of the family resident therein, were to be submitted 
ea careful ¢ gent, having his headquarters at Columbia, who was instructed 
“rer comparison, name by name, of the results of the two enumera- 





“° chumeration of seven of the tow 
» Tor at but owing to the lar 
¢ striae I was not advised 1 


nships in question was completed a week | 
ge extent and considerable population of Water- | 
inti yesterday of the completion of the work in | 
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The following table gives the population of each township as ascertained 
re-enumeration just described 


County Township 








Abbev cokeer Bee Was <ccceccs iia 2, 457 

Barnwell WEL: bonaunseetamanes 2, 669 

CINETNOSG, «csv sccscccoseses cas no sascccachansces 2, 080 090 
OO ooe-| Lownship No. 8.........-. ne 2,559 2, Gs 
TS dniincadeonsquay aqueee IRE. cctnncuveeduae 4,018 4,150 
Lexington....... See? Cl}: 2, 426 2, 441 
fie hteddevaweuns eonee® GN + suirsnnt nes teases 2, 405 », 420 
Williamsburgh........... ....| Johnsor 2, 397 2, 463 

DOG o sk cvecedc ence cevencleesssceceenenecccececcecescusece 21,011 1, 


It will be seen that in every township on this list an increase appears in the 
December and January enumeration over the June enumeration. This increase is 
dae partly to the normal increase of population, which might easily be, in seven 
months, 1} per cent.; partly to char-ges in population, such as frequently occur in 
rural communities, eewein summer and winter ; which changes, had a hundred 
townships been taken, would probably have offset each other, but which in so few 
as eight might easily leave an appreciable balance, to the gain or the loss, accord 
ing to circumstances of the particular group of townships taken, and partly also 
it is probable, to the greater care and thoroughness with which the last enumera 
tion has been conducted. 

It was not to be expected that the average of the four hundred and eighty-seven 
enumerators of Sonth Carolina should be equal to that of a corps of selected officers 
each of whom had had far more than the usual experience of life and of public serv 
ice, all excellent scouts and horsemen, provided with guides, maps, &c., without 
regard to expense. It is not improbable, therefore, that the final result may show 
a score or two of families in these eight townships who were omitted by the June 
enumerators, either through inadvertency oron account of some peculiar difficulty 
arising from the location of their dwellings. 

The ordinary enumerator, canvassing a territory of fifty, sixty, or eighty square 
miles, might, without any great fault of his own, omit two or three cabins hidden 
away in ravines, sheltered by trees, and occupied by families having but very little 
of business or of social connection with the rest of the community. 

I may, perhaps, be excused for remarking that in discussions relating to the 
census of the Southern States it needs always to be borne in mind that the most 
characteristic difference in the matter of residence, as between the Northern and 
the Southern States, is found in the location of dwelling-houses. As arule in the 
Northern States houses are placed upon highways; as a rule in the Southern States 
houses are not so placed. In the Northern States families are habitually supplied 
with water from wells; in the Southern States they are habitually supplied with 
water from springs or running streams, and hence it is proximity to a natural water 
supply which determines the location of houses. Any one who has traveled 
throughout that region will not fail to acknowledge the truth of this general re- 
mark. 

Time has not been given for a full comparison of the names upon the lists fur 
nished by the two enumerations, which work will be completed upon special agent 
Butterfield’s return to Washington. 

In general he has advised this oflice that the results of the comparison, so far as 
it has been carried out, have been such as to corroborate the original enumeration. 

I cannot but believe, however, that the result which I have now the honor to an- 
nounce will be accepted as conclusive in favor of the integrity of the work done 
in June under the authority of the several supervisors of South Carolina. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS A. WALKER 


Superintendent « f Censua. 





Hon. Cari §S nz, Seerctary of the Interior 


Mr. BUTLER. This full and complete reply to the imputations of 
unfairness and fraud ought to satisfy the minds of all men and put 
to shame the authors of the baseless calumnies; but I am not content 
to stop here. A certain republican stump orator on a certain occasion 
in New York City, where there was evidently an uncontrollable desire 
to “fire the hearts” of his audience, concluded that a just and honest 
recital of the truth would fail of that purpose, and therefore chose 
the following language of insult and misrepresentation as a more 
potent appliance for the occasion : 

Perhaps this point will seem to you to challenge some attention. For the popu 
lation of Southern States we must go back to the census of 1870. That count of 
the people was made by enumerators not selected by Southern Senators and men 
bers of the House as ‘' non-partisans ’ and professional reformers. It was made 
by the regular marshals and their deputies, and the compensation was so adjusted 
as to induce thorough visitation and at the same time to guard against exac 
tion of numbers. Noimputation of fraud was ever cast upon the work. Sach 
thing as a plot to fabricate a monstrous increase of population in one section 
order to bafile the course of nature and the logic of events in another—a plot to 
change the balance of power and population in order to aggrandize one section by 
lse basis of representation and apportionment, thus robbing othe 





establishing a fal 
sections of their share in governing the country, in levying taxes and appropriat 
ing money, had not at that time occurred to the conservative foes of radicalism. 
That particular spoke in the wheel of deviltry had not turned up tothe shifty pat- 
riot of thatday. Now such schemes seem to wax apace. We read of producing 
false heirs tothrones and estates, but to multiply false heirs without any one to 
personate them on a scale so grand as seems now in process, would stupefy the in 
genuity of a French novelist, or anybody else except a thoroughgoing, non-part 

san conservative disciple of the democratic persuasion, wanting nothing for hir 

self, but ready to do and suffer for a white man’s government with ‘‘ reform” and 
“a chang 








The same orator makes also the following gratuitous fling: 

This is the ordinance of higher power than a South Carolina census-taker 

And in the course of the harangue of the aforesaid stump-orato! 
broadside after broadside of figures, problem after problem in arith- 
metic, ingeniously ciphered out, were hurled at the South; plausible 
and delusive, calculated to deceive, but as disingenuous and unfair 
as the intellect that fabricated them and malignant in their purpose 
as the heart that inspired their utterance. 


r 


In a letter dated October 5, 1880, General Walker, the able and 
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accomplished Superintendent of the Census, submits to the acting Sec- | 


retary of the Interior, Hon. Alonzo Bell, some tables and observations 
which I shall take leave to notice. He says: 


The following table exhibits the population of each of t 
of South Carolina at the ninth and at the tenth census 
ires for 1880 are subject to possible slight changes by 

the duplication or omission of indiv l 


duals or families 


4 


Abbeville 
Aiken 
Anderson.... 
Larnwell... 
Beaufort 
Charleston 
Chester... 
Chesterfield... 
Clarendon 
Colleton. .. cones 
oe ee 
Edgefield. . 
Fairfield 
Creorgetown 
Greenville. . 
iampton* 
florry 

Kershaw 
Lancaster.......-- 
Laurens 
Lexington 
Marion. 
Marlborough 
Newberry 

in onee : 
Orangeburgh 
Pickens 

Tic hland 
Spartanburgh 
pumier 

Union. 
Williamsburgh 


* Formed since 1870 

If we distribute the population of Aiken and Hampton Counties, formed since 
1570, among the counties to which this territory belonged in 187 we shall have 
the following result 


TABLE B 


I 
in 


Total population 


County 


1280 1870 


Actual 


a. 


Abbeville 

Anderson 

Barnwell 

Beaufort 

Charleston 

Chester 

Chesterfield ... 

Clarendon 

Colleton 

Darlington 

Edgetield 

Fairfield 

Georgetown 

Greenville 

liorry 

Kershaw , 538 

Lancaster | 5, 903 | 

Laurens | 9,444 

Lexington ...... -| 20,253 

Marion 34, 107 

Marlborough . 20, 598 

Newberry .- - seu 26, 497 

Oconee ane ‘ . em 3, 256 

Orangeburgh 415 

Pickens Lccbhonenaae , 391 

Richland . 585 

Spartanburgh | 408 

Sumter bait 37, 037 

Union . Os1 | 

Williamsburgh 24,110 15 

York cane 713 24,2 
Total 995,506 | 705, 606 239,700 | 41.06 

} 





In the above table there has been added to the population, in 1880, of Barnwell | 
County, 10,891, a part of the population of Aiken County; to the population of | 


Edgefield, 13,148, on the same account; to the population of Lexington County, 
1,663, on the same account ; to the population of Orangeburgh County, 2,420, on the 
same account; and to the population of Beaufort County, 18,767, being the popula- 
tion of Hampton County in 1880, the latter county having been taken entire from 
Lexington since 1870. 


These tables show the population of South Carolina to have been, 


according to the census of 1870, 705,606, and of 1880, 995,306, an in- 
crease in ten years of 289,700—41.06 per cent. 


| nates in South Carolina against the unjust aspersions of t] 


| = —— 
| The enumeration of 1870 was made under republican auspices. « 
republican marshals and their deputies,” not “by enumerators on 
by Southern Senators and members of the House as non-p or th enteteng- 
| professional reformers.” Never! The bitterest enemies a —— 
| accomplished slanderers of “ Southern Senators and Shtetalanee a 
House” cannot charge them with such a puerile abortion pis 
Some at least of the republican “Senators and members 
House” of that day of corruption and partisanship are ent oes 
and shall have, the credit of the paternity of that deformed offs rit 
It is of a piece with almost all else that was done in the halcyon, 
of republican domination in this Capitol. Let us see what ee 
ent Superintendent of the Census says about it—a republican ar 
gentleman of ability,culture, and honesty, whose confirmation Sont 
| ern Senators are quite willing to be responsible for, and who Th 
| lieve, does not share the distinction with his present accusers of 1 od 
| things done in 1370. The following extracts from his letter of 0,» 
ber 5, 1880, will vindicate his own work and the work of his sub . 


ee 


Y f+ 


can see no good outside of the radical junta. 
rhe following table shows the population of certain e: 


. : a 7 VOR USE mer 
districts in 15380 as compared with the figures of 1370: 


TABLE G.—Aggreqat population of certain minor ¢ rid 


Pickens Township 

Norris Township 

Grove Township 

Gantt Township 

Greenville Township (outside t 
srshaw ......| De Kalb Township 
rangeburgh ..| Orange Township... 

Hebron Township 

Liberty Township. . on 

Orangeburgh Court House 

Spartanburgh..| Spartanburgh Court House.... 


my 


| This last table presents a most remarkable commentary u 
census of 1870, against which, we are told, “no imputation of { 


| was ever cast.” 


At Orangeburgh Court House the census of 1870 gave a population 
of 246, that of 1530 of 2,140, an increase of 770 per cent. The enume 
ation of 1§70 isso ridiculously absurd, that a stranger who had neve: 

| seen the town, upon the most casual observation, would pronounce 

| false. And so of Greenville Township in Greenville County, and 
De Kalb Township in Kershaw County, and of all the “mi: 
divisions” in which comparisons have been made. 

And, I think, we have much greater right to assume that there 
was in 1870 a plot to fabricate a monstrous decrease of populationi 
one section, ‘‘a plot to change the balance of power and populat 

| in order to aggrandize one section by establishing a false basis of 
resentation and apportionment” in the South. Such “a particuls 
spoke in the wheel of deviltry ” of that day would have fitted so apt) 
with other “ spokes of deviltry ” of the radical wheel and have been 


7 | so easily adjustable, that no great stretch of the imagination wo 


be required to fasten the charge of fraud upon the ninth censu 
those who then “ plotted ” against the South in more ways th 
But let us have General Walker’s version of the controvers| 
some preliminary observations, he says: 

| The error lying between the two censuses indicated, it would at the first 

| appear, that astrong presumption existed that it was the census of 1 
at fault, the census of 1870 being a census taken and completed, a census 
by the proper Department at Washington, and incorporated into its reports (0 Co 
gress, and made the basis of a redistribution of representation by the act ot l= 
Unfortunately, however, the authority of the census of 1870 in some sectionso! 

| country was not such as to create a very powerful presumption against t! 
quent census by reason of marked discrepancies appearing therein. 

The census of 1870 was taken under the act of 1350, an act by the provisio! 
which the control of the Census Office over the enumeration was reduced to 4 
mum, the authority attaching to the office being altogether insuflicient, to an) 
siderable degree of responsibility, for the results reported. — hs 

In his report of November 1, 1872, the Superintendent of Censas characters” 
this act in the following terms, to which, after the further experience of @g%" 
years, he would, if possible, add emphasis rather than subtract from the fore 
the condemnation expressed L , 

It is not possible for one who has had such painful occasion as the prese? 
perintendent to observe the workings of the census law of 1850 to charact 
otherwise than as clumsy, antiquated, and barbarous. ST ts 

The machinery it provides is as unfit for use in the census of the Unitedon’™ 
in this day of advanced statistical science as the smooth-bore, muzzit 10 

| Queen’s arm of the Revolution would be for service against the repeating n® ™ 
the present time t ought not to be possible that another census should be take? 
under this law; such a thing ought not to be seriously proposed. 

“The country has suffered more than enough already of discredit 
account of the wretched insufficiency and inappropriateness of the] 

| this ill-constructed and outgrown statute.”’ ‘ ‘ 5 
By the act thus characterized the charge of the enumeration in the seve’) 
dicial districts was committed to the United States marshals, officers appo'”™ 
with reference to altogether different services, and already burdened ee eee 
variety and extent of duties in connection with the courts. These © the Cense® 
moreover, not appointed, and were not removable, at the instance of 5 - _ 
Office or of the Department of the Interior, but belonged to another “| ‘ oe 
| of the Government, to which they were responsible. In the formation 0 ae tone 
divisions of their districts for census purposes, the marshals were eo 
control whatever on the part of the Census Office, while they were, yo int . . 

mitted to constitute districts, in their own discretion, not exceeding 20," 
ants. . sha annmerr 
But even worse in its effects upon the integrity and completeness of the ena) 


nd or 





| 














ieee 
he provision of the act of 1850, by which the Unite d States marshals were 

we point their assistants—the ac tual enumerators—without any check or con- 

left 10 Aye part of the Census Office. Whatever the vices of any individual ap- 


‘ 


ror et. or however low the general tone of appointments in any district might 
nth »ens Office had no power exc eptthatofa barre n protest, its right to make 

+ even being seriously a subject of question. The Census Office had 

,ority or appropriation to send an agent to inspect the oftice of the 

¢ marshal during the progress of the enumeration. 

e as above indicated of any power in the Census Office, first over the 

f marshals themselves—the supervisors of enumerations: secondly 


livision of the territory for the purposes of enumeration ; and thirdly, 








t 



























ae spointine nt of assistant marshals—the actual enumerators—will be seen 
‘ - the statement made above, that, under the act of 1850, the authority at- 
 . ehe Census Office was insutlicient to any considerable degree of responsi- 

e results reported. In this condition the question W hether the census 

2. aoial district should be a good one or a bad one became a question simply 

oi al re United States marshal appointed with referenc » altogether differ- 
Jerations, was himself competent to conduct the delicate and difficult work 

sine the census; whether he would give to the subject sufficient time 

1 ~ in spite of other and pressing duties, and whether he would show 

ment and inte; in the subdivision of his district and in the appoint- 

¢ hig assistants. have always been free in attributing to the United States 

_of 1870. as a body, a high sense of their duty in this respect and great zeal 

In preparing for and supervising the enumeration the marshals for 

did far more and better than was to have been expec ted of them 

to this onerous duty imposed upon them, in addition to the recular work 








ottice Moreover, the assistant marshals of 1870 were genera of good 
ities and good character, who labored faithfully in thei ng rd 

4 le, neat and intelligent returns 
while the foregoing remarks resvectings the deficiencies ot the se at 


e . ; 1) 
nth census apply indifferently to all 


difficulties attended the er 





tion at the Sout 














































S z : : 
d society In the States lat ‘ i the supposed neces- 
1 ¢ the assistant marshals wholly from the dominant p ical party, 
ers of Which, in some sections, were drawn almost exclusively from the 
tely emancipated by the effects of wai combined to reduce to a very low 
issurance Whi the country could have of a good census being taken 
a thoroughly bad organization as that provided by the act of 1550. It 
rv for me to recite facts of record showing the manner in which the 
« gore ents of more tl 1¢ State were at that time administered to prove 
¢ was novervs appointments made to the othce 
t marshal in uniformly good 
‘ moreover, li { ighout this general region, one very 
nt dof enumeration, namely, public interest in the result and gen 
( ce as to the population likely to be shown bythe canvass. The inter- 
anifested throughout the United States in the ninth census was far 
1 as been shown the present year; but nowhere did the interest 
( of the census fall as low as in the States referred to, in which politi- 
y under the Constitution of t United States had scarcely reviv oa and 
ch had only just been restored to their representation in Congress and 
ectoral college. Public interest in the result of the enumeration is often- 
s very troublesome to the officers of the census; but it is as wholesome as 
lesome, since, while it frequently leads to u sonable complaints, it almost 
lv cal tention t actual omissions f the enumeration and to any 
g nce on the part of the agents of the census 
eover, there could, in 1570, be no intelligent expectation at the South as to | 
mlation should be shown by the census. No statistician could, at 
e, claim to be able to make even an approximate estimate of the popula- 
any Southern State. Whet would be found to be the effects upon popula- 
n of four years of devastating civil war, involving vast loss of life, with diminu- 
tality on the part of the survivors, the f husbands and wives 
e procrasti 10f marrizge on the part tk roughout a popu- 
a which all able-bodied adult males were declared by law to be soldiers 
t to be called to arms at any moment What would be the effects upon the 


istribution of the colored population, as between States and counties, of their re- 
the first time free to place themselves accord. 

| » were questions which the best-informed 
nedin 1870 to answer. ‘There was, con- 
th census, no intell estimate possible on the 
part of any southern con:m to the popula which would be found to 
| hence there could itelligent criticism of the results of the census 

as announced by the marshals of the several judicial districts. Scarcely any result 
as to population was incredible in a region over which armies had been passing for 


ng to theirinterest or their far 
ident of population could 1 
tiv, on the eve of 1 


ent emancipation, leaving t 











fe rs, to the destruction of crops, of houses, of fences, and of agricultural im 
ple and in which third, one-half, or, as in the so-called Black Belt 








the population were, for tl 
ft fy 
ftf 





two-thirds, four-fifths, and even seven-eighths of 


s first 


time in their lives, as the res ee to choose their own locatio 
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NVESTIGATION OF 1 RESULTS REPORTED IN 1880. 


rom the above considerations this office was not disposed, on the first announce 








fthe extraordinary apparent gain of population from 1870 to 1880, to con- 
clude that it was necessarily the census of 1580 which was in fault, and thereupon 
© char ipon the 10,000 otticers eng din the service throughout the Southern 





s 


lates the perpetration of a monstrous political crime through a gigantic conspir- 
to falsify the census. Knowing that the provisions of law at the tenth census 
tely better suited to accomplish the purposes of a correct enumeration 





j 


in 170; knowing that in South Carolina the work of supervision had not, as 
0, been intrusted to a single officer already overworked in the performance 








ular duties of the marshal's ofiice, but to three officers, each of whom gave 
nths of arduous labor to the work of preparation and supervision ; know 
at in place of one hundred and twenty-one enumeration districts, as in 1870, 
covering an average area of two hundred and eighty square miles, there had been 
recent count, four hundred and eighty-seven districts, each covering an 
area of only sixty nine s¢ re miles, sec uring, as a necessary result, a far 
degree of local and personal knowledge on the part of the enumerators of 
ve districts to be canvassed by them respectively ; knowing that the enumerators 
‘ere no longer chosen from a single party. but were taken from the mass of citi- 
us without any restriction on account of supposed partisan necessities ; knowing 
‘these things, I felt that the question, whether the census of 1870 or that of 1880 
Were in fault, should be approached an ivestigated without any strong presump- 
“on in favor of the former enumeration. The result of this investigation I have 
now the honor to state 
_+he method chosen for dealing with the question of the accuracy of the recent 
; ineration was a direct test of the countin certain districts. The districts taken 
vi eee Were, of course, among those situated in the counties respecting 
d one ee gain from the ninth to the tenth census was the most extraot 
vain, 2:47 HeY, Were also, in general, the districts which exhibited the largest 
cana haps their respective counties, though considerations of convenience in 
tistanc C of off aetiots by public conveyance, and in testing the count with the as- 
tion of the dij icials and citizens of undoubted probity, were admitted in the selec 
or the districts to be so canvassed. For the purpose of this investigation I de 
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| extraordinary gain over t 








tailed Mr. Henry Gannett, specialagent. The honorable Attorney-Generah at the 
| request of this office, instructed the United States marshal of South Carolina to co 
| operate with Mr. Gannett in the work of investigation. Similar instructions were 
| issued by the Internal Revenue Department to the collector of internal revenue of 
the State of South Carolina, Mr. Brayton, and a general letter of introduction was 
| addressed from the Post-Office Department to the route agents of that Department. 

Mr. Gannett left Washington on the 7th of September, accompanied by Mr. R. M 
Barnitz, one of the most capable clerks of this office, and returned to the city on 
the 2ist of September. I inclose a copy of his report, showing his proceedings 
under this commission 

It appears that Mr. Gannett visited six counties of South Carolina, being coun 
ties which showed extraordinary gains since 1270, and in those counties visited in 
all eighteen enumeration districts. In each of these enumeration districts the list 
of inhabitants returned to this office were subjected to examination by United 
States officials or by citizens. In general, these citizens were introduced and 
vouched for by the United States marshal of the judicial district, or by the United 
States collector of internal revenue, as not only men of re putation, but, with'two 
exceptions only, as also recognized members of the republican party In each of 
| the « ighteen districts in succession the names of inhabitants were so far identified 
as put it beyond a doubt, first, that the census of 1870 in each of these districts was 
grossly defective, and secondly, that the census of 12880 was substantially well 
taken. In no instance did anything appear which bore the semblance of fraud in 





he returns mace to this office by the en erators of ! 
} 





In some districts nearly 
he township, notwithstanding the great 
me of which embrace one hundred and 
miles. In all cases the identification was carried far 


every family was identified as resident in t 
extent of the South Carolina townships, so 
|} even two hundred sq 








enc it it bevond a doubt that the fault of the impossibl 1lns reported 
ove s of 70 lay with the preceding enumeratioi 

It appears to me that the report of Mr. Gannett satisfactor setiles the ques 
tion as to the fairness of the tenth census in South Carolina. It must be remem 


ted for suspecting that enumeration beyond the fact of the 


e reported population of 1870. The supervisors of South 


bered that no reason exi 









































Carolina are men of ut ached character. Two of them are republicans who 
were appointed pon the strong and urgent recomm of United States 
| officials resident within that State, and of other persons highly connected in t 
past with the republican party. Of one of them, (Colonel Pride,) Hon. D. H 1G 
verlain, late governor of South Ca 
He is aman of great energy, t ' nted with all parts of the St 
apt and experienced in business affair vitl of accuracy and method wh 
are of great value. Heis asin n, a member of that party 
in adversity as well as in prosper tizen, a good republican, and 
a good business ma 
Che third supervisor, a moderat« of the ocial con 
nections an ng; &aman ot ¢ 
Not one complaint has ever reac specting the general character 
| of the enumerators appointed in supervisors’ districts of South 
|} Car or impeaching the fitnes erator appointed in that State. 
No s] fic allegation of fraud in the enumeratior South Carolina has ever been 
| made to this office The entire ground for impea ir the integrity of the recent 
} census was found in the reported gain of population between 1470 and i880. ‘The 
results of the investigation hereinbefore detailed we beyond possible question 
by any r-minded ithe entire fault upon the census of 1s% i know of no 
reason, therefore, why any farther charge should be made against the enumera 
tion recently brought to a conclusion by the commissioned and sworn oflicers of 





the Government in South Carolina 


Che presumption which existed against their work has been completely over 






| thrown, and a strong counter presumption has been created by the ritication 
} upon the ground of the schedules of inhabitants in the case of eighteen enumera 
i tion districts successively taken for special investigation on account of their ex 
| ceptiona ly questionable character 
MPARI 1820- 20) 
One further ot rich n brought ; ist t rea 1a ne of the 
esult © cf in South Carolina des¢ es ief notice 
That ob tion is derived from a comparison of the ratio of increase between 1520 





and 1860 and that between 1860 and 1880. The population of South Carolina in 
creased from 502,741 in 1820 to 703,708 in 1860, a gain of 40 per cent. in forty years 
Between 1560 and 180 the increase was from 703,708 to 095,006, a gain of 41 per cent. 
in twenty years. Sach comparison, however, is not fair, without reference to 
certain general causes operating during the two periods 

From 1#20 to 1560 South Carolina was a bee-hive, from which swarms were cor 
tinually going forth to populate the newer cotton-growing States of the Southwest 
Between 1820 and 1830 immense tracts of fertile lands belonging to the Creeks and 
Cherokees in Georgia were ceded to the United States, and were largely occupied 
Carolinians. Later in the period an active emigration of whites from 
South Carolina sprang up and was maintained in favor of Alabama, Mississippi 
and Louisiana, while South Carolina negroes were sold in great numbers to culti 
vate the cotton, rice, and sugar fields of those States. Still later the annexation of 
Texas made further drafts upon the population of South Carolina, 

The effect of these movements is seen iu the following figures 
Number of persons born in South Carolina living in that State in 1870 678, 705 
Number of persons born in South Carolina, but living in other States of 

the Union in 1870.... scene 


ia fic sees 246, 066 
From which it that South Carolina had given to other States nearly 27 


























per cent. of her e1 re t tock 
Of these there were living in Georgia aed enkadatuaiees ere |} 
| In Mississipy sileks besdvavansaeoue ' 5, 5 
PE coset seartadunden ‘ = we ienddds the wee re cee Se 
In Texas pad 6ondseukéceneneheneetin’ bakin endqqes pede queweiwsunauen 17, 717 
| In Arkansas : esis nriesieedinbtieiceatee adie edi te cicin' td neste, Chi, int'n 13, #07 
It is probable that these figures underrate the facts so far as the negro element 


is concerned, since it seems most likely that many negroes who were born in South 
Carolina, but who had been sent ten, twenty, or thirty years before 1870 to other 
States, would be returned as born in the States in which they were then found, the 
tradition of their origin being lost. 

We do not know fully what effects the destruction of slavery and the vast change 
esulting in the conditions of labor have produced upon the emigrating propensi- 
ies of the people of South Carolina. We do know that negroes are no longer sold 
South to cultivate the lands of the Yazoo, the Red River, and the Brazos. It is 
ble to suppose that concurring causes may have checked in an equal degree 

ard movement of the white population. A comparison of the “ free” na 

South Carolina living in other States in 1860 with the white natives of 

olina living in such States in 1870 shows their numbers to have been re 
9 and 148,574, a reduction of 45,000 in the ten years between 1560 
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servant 
FRANCIS A. WALKER 


Suz erintendent of Uensu 





A zo Bi Acting Secretary of the Interior. 
It w be observed, Mr. President, that General Walker states his 
se in the best possible temper, and with entire impar 
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tion. 

To any fair-minded, honorable man it would seem that thi 
explanation should have disarmed adverse criticism and deserved an 
honorable withdrawal of every charge of fraud against his work; 
but such is not the case, and the Government has been subjected to 
the expense and General Walker to the trouble and annoyance of 


dispatching Colonel Butterfield for further investigation and report, | 


and I shall attach his report as an appendix to my remarks. It will 
be found to be confirmatory of what appears in the foregoing letter. 

In regard to the census of 1270 and the machinery under which it 
was taken General Walker is not content with his own testimony, 
but brings his predecessor to court and he characterizes the whole busi- 
ness “as clumsy, antiquated, and barbarous,” that “the machinery 
it provides is as unfit for use in the census of the United States in 
this day of advanced statistical science, as the smooth-bore, muzzle- 
loading Queen’s arm of the Revolution, would be for service against 
the repeating-rifle of the present time.” It answered its purpose at 
the time it was put in operation, as did the “smooth bore,” but it be- 
longs to a by-gone age. The world has moved, and had moved in 
1870, and yet some of the republican Senators and stump orators of 
that time permitted a fraud to be perpetrated upon the country 
under “its clumsy, antiquated, barbarous,” “machinery,” and now 
in advance, and without investigation or a hearing denounce the 
work of the tenth census because forsooth, “southern Senators and 
members of the House selected the enumerators.” Iam prepared to 
take my share of the responsibility for the selections. The Superin- 
tendent of the Census will bear me out in the assertion that as far as I 
could control it I would consent to the confirmation of no man, demo- 
crat or republican, whose character was not a guarantee to a faithful, 
honest performance of his duty. I asked for the appointment of no 
friend or partisan because he was a friend orpartisan. I tried tosecure 
the appointment of those only who would do their duty irrespective of 
party or party interests, and I believe I know only such were ap- 
pointed and confirmed for South Carolina. And, Mr. President, it will 
require something more than the sneers and snarls of charlatans, and 
carpings of disappointed malcontents, to drive me from the good 
opinion I have of the work on the tenth census in that State. Those 
intrusted with the work do not belong to that breed of cormorants 
foisted upon her and sustained by the malevolence and hatred of 
some of those republican patriots of 1870 who now challenge the 
efforts and misrepresent the motives of those of us who strive to res- 
cue her from the palsying, paralyzing touch of their vulgar henchman. 

No, Mr. President, there has been no fraud in the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of South Carolina, The census has been taken with 
lidelity, and the proof is conclusive, overwhelming, and yet the author 
of the charge has not the sense of justice to withdraw it, to make hon- 
orable amends for a gross misrepresentation. A presidential election 
was pending, and perversion, prejudice, and injustice were more effi- 
cacious for the purposes in hand than truth and justice, and right reck- 
essly were they wielded. They served their purpose, but the tra- 
ducer of my State and her people shall not escape exposure. The 
result of that enumeration has converted many confidant predictions 
of partisan politicians as to the drift of political power into dismal 
fallacies. It has bafiled the calculations and clouded the hopes of so 
many who hate the South and foretold her decadence that perhaps 
some allowances should be made for their bad temper and reckless 
accusations. Not content with criminal participation in despoiling 
the South by commissioning for that special service a band of greedy 
vampires, and sustaining them while they plied their insatiate avoca- 
tion, after she is plundered and bled to depletion, the chief rallier of 
that band of spoliators depreciates her because of her poverty, and 
upbraids her for her humiliated attitude. Why, Mr. President, when 
the professional highwayman or outlaw overcomes and robs the help- 
less wayfarer he, even, is too magnanimous to insult his victim by 
hurling at him vulgar anathemas and bitter curses. 

Let this political highwayman go learn humanity and magnanimity 
from the reckless outcast, and shelter his ignominy from the hissing 
storm of scorn and contumely. The lesson, Mr. President, which this 
last census teaches is an instructive one. It deserves to be prayer- 
fully studied by those who have spent anxious hours “ arguing out ” 
the “steady decline ” and “stagnation” of the South. 

The little State which I have the honor in part to represent, of 
34,000 square miles, has lost within the last two decades not less and 
perhaps more than three hundred and fifty million dollars, actual 
cash values, lost to her as completely and effectually as if sunk to the 
bottom of mid-ocean. Within that time she has also had reconstruc- 
tion, the ninth census, the reign of the carpet-bagger, and missiona- 
ries from the Northern Methodist Church and her own mistakes, bless- 
ings enough to have translated her to the happy confines of elysian 
fields or to the sublimated heights of Plymouth Rock self-complacency, 
or curses enough, as these visitations may be regarded from the dif- 
ferent stand-points, to have consigned her to theninth circle of Dante’s 
Inferno. Whetherthey have been biessings or curses, she has bravely 
survived them, and, as best she may, is wrestling with the grave prob- 
lem of race issues and social incongruities, hoping to master them 
upon principles of a broad humanity and with a triumph of law and 
social order. 








She has no complaint to utter save against those who traduce and | 
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tiality, giving to every ground of suspicion the fullest considera- | vilify her, and to those she returns the salutation of 5 or: 


3 candid | 


of the spoliator, she gathered up her credit, being hawked 
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ful con 
tempt. COn- 
Four years ago, when she rescued her government from the ha... 
44 C06 hands 
about and 

1, and to-da 


premiuy 


spit upon in the market places,a by-word and a reproacl 
her securities are commanding from 6 to 10 per cent. 
their par value, 

She has the frame-work of a public-school system that. un, 
encouragement of a wise and judicious management, is being a) 
and steadily developed into an educational asylum for all her chi 
and needs only time and money and judgment to be made jan ‘ 
any in the American Union. The improvement in her homesteaa 
laws is tixing her population permanently upon her soil, and she ;. 


She is 


no longer a nursery for her younger sisters of the West and No 
west. Under the operation and protection of equal laws, just) 


lar + 
Awl 
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ecuted, a system of land tenantry is being changed to one of Jn», 
tenure, and life and property are safely guarded. She has incre se 
the product of her principal staple 130 per cent. in ten years. pamule 
in the last five and this year it is estimated at 516,000 bales against 
226,000 in 1870. Her manufactories have more than doubled ; 
capacity, as the following table will show: 


Namely 


Items 1330, as I 
RS ics te deke lamadan a pbc warble wled (ike eek a 1, 776 74 
DR ct sadada kan sosscusecen esoces eoeeeccecoes 92, 788 4 940 
MEME Ui. a cocueGades winmanibeunes Gas Nwhanueeb cme 33, 099 514 
NONE 6 fan's cendee Subbu ane Sesh ea eweneciens 2,195 | 1 


And within the last thirty days the capital stock of one cottoy.- 
mill of $400,000 has been subscribed in home capital at Charleston 
and another is being rapidly organized at the same place in the same 
way. She exempts from taxation for ten years all new manufactur 
ing establishments, and of the property of immigrants she exer 
for three years $1,500, the amount of her homestead exemption, He: 
mineral resources have quadrupled in development, and yet are com- 
paratively untouched. Her people are still poor, but they have $1 
in cash now, saved under the benign influences of honest government 
and home rule, where they had $10 under the harrowing perplexities 
and legalized robbery of misrule and dishonest government. Her 
population has steadily increased—greatly increased. Just hoy 
much, thanks to the faultless census of 1870, “taken by repub 
marshals and their deputies,” nobody can tell with accuracy 

These are some things, Mr. President, that do not indicate “ stag 
nation ” or a “steady decline,” and I have adverted to them to shov 
to the country how entirely unreliable are the statements of partisa 
non-reformers, who recklessly resort to calumny against whole « 
munities and peoples to effectuate an unholy purpose. As I ha 
said, the people of the South are poor—comparatively poor—) 
is no disgrace, and they are not ashamed of it; but it ill becomes 
criminal receiver of their stolen goods, one who has waxed fat 
their misfortunes, to chide them with their poverty. 

Rebellion, revolution, war, have their lessons as well as revi 
They are merciless, they are cruel, they are destructive, and the 
Southern people know what they mean. Their wounds are cicatriz 
ing, and the graves of the dead past are sodded with a respectful ob 
livion, and would rest in peace on through the ages but for the polit- 
ical hyenas who dig into those graves and munch the bones and 
growl over the dead forms of the passions that are buried. 

The South, Mr. President, is deeply interested in whatever concers 
the people of the whole country; deeply interested in the develop- 
ment of the resources of the country, and in maintaining the louot 
and credit and dignity of the Government. 

I believe the forthcoming report of the Superintendent of tie | 
sus will contain the most valuable and complete repository of into! 
mation that has ever been collected in this country, and will i! 
trate a proficiency and advancment in statistical science by the 
tinguished and accomplished head of the bureau that will place him 
abreast of the leading scientists of the world. 

His work will show some curious facts—I might almost say ¢4 
prices—in the movements of populations and the drift of politica 
power. The center of population has moved westwardly from New 
York since 1800, along the thirty-ninth parallel of latitude, detlecting 
north or south asthe population would drift north or south, ane 1! 
1870 it lodged about forty-two miles northeast of Cincinnat , Oh : 
The census of 1880 will draw the center south of Cincinnati & 
south of the Ohio River. Such at least are the indications a 
present stage of information. : 

The following geographical grouping of States, showing tue 
ference in population in 1870 and 1530, and the per cent. of incre: 
in each group, is suggestive as to the tendency of political pow 
this country, and I shall insert it here for consideration : 
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: = : r oo setts, Comb 
Group 1—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Massaci 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
12, 208, 73 


Population in 1870........-.00-se-0--- 2 30 
Population 1 1880... ..000..cceresves-cosensevecsnsens 14.508, 017 





Increase during decade............. 


cll lla -—- 





9—Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, West 


Group “Tennessee, Kentucky, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
virgins Teas Missouri. 
Texas, ¢ es 13, 877, 615 
sie eee Nese Shs eer e eer KeewerssSe<Sensneesee ana’ on 
ace in 1880. .--2+- cere cere eeee eet ttete es eeeeees 18, 504, 20 
rmcrease during dec DUO. 2 cece cece een e een e ee eeeees 4, 626, 590=25 per cent 


3—Lonisiana, Mississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee, Illinois, Wi 
+3, Jowa Missouri, Arkansas. 


sconsin, Min- 


siete ONE. ada cenagosees ls ole ceeeh = cee 11, 568, 42 
Sr rtaen tn THO. onccccscqnceceoene+ascsseonscanseses 15, 033, 90 
Jation 12 seu °°" 
Increase during Banas osoc cedcsawes veceeses 3, 465, 488=23. 1 per cent. 
Ab sve . s 
j—Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin 
, —(hio, 
MD ccocccccccccescscosccceseseceos 9, 124, 517 
tan iM 1870 .ccccecccceeeesescossseeeemeccscceces » 124,517 
ere » in 1880 rT tr 11, 207. 131 
stion 1 “-- 
roerease during decade ....---------se+eeeeeeees 2, 082, 664—18. 6 per cent 
increas 


Grout 5~Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Nevada, Oregon, California 








staan ty BID vaccccaccccneccesessewsscewccscsence 1, 220, 917 
sa n 1880 oece be secccecenecevenseresererseeoes 2. 744, 766 
tnerease during decade ...-..--------++-+++++-- 1, 523, 849=55. 1 per cent 


on of “Cotton States,” showing the increase of population and percentage of 
during the decade 1870-1880—N orth Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Ala- 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee. 


ation In 1870 ...--+ eeeeeeeeee nee e cece neces cence 3, 074, 475 
at N 1880 .ccccccccccccenscnncssessccrcccceces 11, 206, 807 
Increase during decad@.......---+-++e+se-------- 3, 132, 33227. 95 per cent. 


The first group is composed of the New England States and of the 
States of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and they show 
an increase of population in the decade of only 15+ per cent. 

” The second is composed of the former slave States, and they show 
nerease of 25 per cent. It would be difficult to judge accurately 


of the increase in these States as the census of 1870, in at least one of 
them, has been shown to have been unreliable, but perhaps a deduc- 


tion of 1 per cent. on the whole would equalize the actual increase. 

The third group is composed of the States lying on both sides the 
Mississippi River from its mouth to its source, and is the Mississippi 
Valley proper. They show an increase of 23.1 per cent. 

The fourth group is composed of the five great States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Dlinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, and show an increase of 
only 13.6 per cent. 

The fifth group are the Western States proper, exclusive of Texas, 
nd they show the immense increase of 55.1 per cent. 

And the sixth group is composed of the cotton States, showing an 
increase of 27.95 per cent.—nearly 23. 

These several groups are merely arbitrary, but they show that “the 
scepter hath departed from Judah; ” and the poetic expression that 
“Westward the course of empire takes its way” is not a flight of 
fancy but a stern reality. 

The “star of the South” has been shrouded by the cloud of slavery 
for two centuries, but as if rises and warms with the effulgence of 
freedom, it will mingle its rays brightly among the brightest in the 
constellation of States. The growing confidence of the people of the 
South in their ability to keep step to the music of free institutions in 
this Republic will vitalize their energies and give point to their efforts 
in the race for power. 

This whole country is beginning an era of unrivaled prosperity 
and development, and if the powers of Government and forces of 
society are held with a steady, considerate hand, the eleventh census 
will reveal a degree of healthful progress never dreamed of by the 
most ardent believer in the capacity of republican institutions for 
the promotion of human happiness. 

_ Relieved of the incubus of slavery, that béle noir of the past, and 
eit free to rehabilitate herself upon terms of equality with other 
‘tates of the Union and regulate her domestic concerns in her own 
Way 80 a8 to Secure and maintain law and order, and the peace and 
tappiness of her whole people, the South will realize a marvelous 
increasé In wealth and prosperity. 

_And, Mr. President, I believe all good men of all parties and sec- 
‘ions will sincerely rejoice if this prediction shall prove true. The 
jaundiced partisan who nurses “envy, hatred, and malice,” and prac- 
tees “all uncharitableness,” will find himself the gloomy, isolated 
apostle of hate, breathing harmless and helpless discords into the 
iene of the Republic, reunited in heart and purpose as 
©i aS orn. 


APPENDIX. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, CENSUS OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 25, 1821. 
ee I have the honor to submit the following report of the results of the re-enu- 
“ration of certain townships in the State of South Carolina, made by special 


that crs uuer my charge, for the purpose of testing the accuracy of the census of 
month of June, 1880. 





at State taken in the 
a compliance with your instructions, I left Washington f 
b,., J& On the 19th of November, 1280. 
eure 0.P, D. Stone, J. B. Isler, 
panied me to South Carolina. 


‘reached Columbia on i - 
nent the evening of the 2 } cok ery M. 
oiached Columbia on g he 20th, and at once put myself in com 


or Columbia, South 
Previous to my departure, Messrs. J. B. 





*dlace. Tnitad & 4 . . . : 
«e, United States marshal of South Carolina. Collector Brayton very kindly 
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and T. Quinn reported to me for duty, and accom- 


’. Brayton, collector of internal revenue, and Colonel R. M. | 


1287 


furnished me with an office in the United States court-house, and promptly volun 








teered everything in the way of information, accommodation, and assistance which 
I might require. 
On the following day Colonel Wallace arrived from Charlestor 
Under your instructions eight townships were to be selected 1 ration 
by Colonel Wallace. On his recommendation the following were chosen for that 
purpose: Due West, Abbeville County; No. 8, Fairfield County; Waterloo, Laurens 
County; Willistown, Barnwell County ; Broad River, Lexington County; Steerpen 
Chestertield County ; Cains, Marion County; Johnson, Williamsburgh Cou 
In the selection of these townships several points were taken into consid 
1. The extraordinary gains reported in them during the last decad 
2. By those best acquainted with the townships in question, no satisfactor 
theory accounting for such gains could be devised 
3. These townships were widely scattered throughout the State, and only o 
taken from a county; and lastly they were all in other counties than those exam 
ined during a previous investigation, conducted by Mr. Gannett, of vour offic 
t will also be observed that these townships compose a portion of each of the 
three supervisors’ districts of South Carolina 
The following table shows the population of these townships ] 1280 
and the extraordinary gains reported in them 
) is! l= ise Per cent 
First supervisor's district 
Due West, Abbeville County............ 1, 030 ‘ 139 
No. 8, Fairfield County .............. 1, 562 - ’ 4 
Waterloo, Laurens County...... ieenets 2,158 4,018 e 6 
Second supervisor's district 
Williston, Barnw ‘ounty —— 1, 379 2, 669 ) 4 
Broad River, Lexington County... 1, Ll¢ 2, 426 17 
Third supervisor's distr 
Steerpen, Chestertield County on i 2, O80 I 282 
Cains, Marion County.... ; 1, 007 2, 405 ! 139 
Johnson, Williamsburgh Count 1, 218 2, 397 1,179 uF 
rotal . ee 10, 015 1,011 , ° 
Average per cent. of increas 127 
The designation of these townships being made, the force under my charge were 
at once sent to their respective places of operation 
I assigned to Major J. LB. Burt, Broad River and No to Mr. O. P. D. Stone 
Steerpen and Cains; to Captain J. B. Isler, Williston and Johnson; and to ( nel 
Timothy Quinn, Due West and Waterloo. 
Instructions were given to each one of these gentlemen to collect t following 
data: 


First. Description and location of hous 

Second. Names of the inhabitants 

Third. Color 

Fourth. Sex 

Fifth. Age (and in case of children less than one year old th iths 
to be given.) 

Sixth. Avocation of heads of families 

The re-enumeration to be of present date 


They were particularly enjoined to find and visit ¢ y ho Lips 
canvassed To this end they were instructed, whenever necessary, to provide 
themselves with horses and guides well acquainted with the localities in the 


country the houses are very much scattered, being away from the main roads, in 
the woods, andon bridle-paths. Also, as the boundaries of townships are in many 
cases merely arbitrary lines, to exercise the greatest care in following then 
Immediately on my arrival in Columbia, I had communicated with the three 
supervisors of census, asking them to fix a time and place at which I might meet 
each of them. In response to a telegram from Major Harry Hammond, supervisor 
of the second district, I met him on the 28th of November at Augusta, Georgia 
which is near his place of residence. Major eatest 












al 
gi 


lammond met me with the 
eourtesy, and at once proffered me every assistance in his power to facilitate my 
investigations. By letters to the enumerators and leading men in the township, 
he rendered efficient aid to the special agents assigned to his district 

Receiving a telegram from Hon. J. L. Breeden, super the third district 
offering to meet me at any point I might designate, and tendering his services in 
any way which I desired, I took the liberty to ask him to meet Mr. Stone at Che- 


isor of 


raw, near Mr. Breeden’'s home, and give him such information and assistance as he 
might require, to which he cheerfully responded, and rendered valuable assistance 
to the gentlemen sent to his district 

Soon after my return from Augusta, Colonel Pride, supervisor of the first dis 
trict, called upon me in Columbia, remaining in the city several days. Colonel! 
Pride placed at my disposal all the records in his supervisor's office, and very kindly 
did everything in his power to facilitate the work in his district 

On the &th of December the canvass of the first township was completed, others 


following at intervals, the last being finished on the 7th of January 








Upon the receipt of the results of the fleld-work, I proceeded in private to m ake 
the necessary comparisons between the re-enumeration and the June schedules 
which, in the mean time, I had received from your office 

The following table will show the aggregates of the two enumerations, a an 
increase since June, 13°0 

caiit : = 

Dune West.....-- astinddeebbiebaawaceus ss rousmameed 457 2, 576 | 119 
OO) Se St erie re b, 55 2, 685 1 2¢ 
RS . ns as. <vasuteeneltnins Mieniaa aed ae 1, O1F 4, 150 132 
ME. conaes cvovedensesesanes 2 669 723 54 
BRORE River. .ccccoccccescccscccccaccceces nick aenesere 126 2, 441 1s 
Steerpen .....-.-.- -ccccececscecees - pienensmere Se 2, 080 2, 090 10 
Eeincateccescecss sxstsebahneheeenensistus 405 4-0) % 
ED. . nct.oe ces ceusssesnetnaeneneetenke ° 2, 397 ‘ U6 

DOOR a cccnccscsaquadanddneeen ce 21 I 7 
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The following table will show the results of 1 


found 


4 


me 


It follows from an examination of t tablesthe gain since Jur 3 597, ornearly 


I , rom an 
names on the J 


: ) nle x . 
£ per cent also nearly {1 per hedules were 
rrespective townsily 


I think Iam 


found by the special agents stil t 
istitied in accounting for the large gain since June from two causes 
lhe legitimate increase ral causes, that is, excess 
It appears from the s “du of re-enumeration that the | 
are 431 h is something over 2 per cent, of the population reporte a 
ithis for x months intervening between the two enumerations. 


he percentage usually conceded to be an average by com- 


au? ect. 
be expected that special agents, selected for their known capa- 
nee in census work, would make a more thorough and exhaustive 
n gentlemen to whom the work was enti! no matter how 
tegrity and honest their intentions. 
uld this bet j icted to procure 
inable guides, maps, and all the available he ke their work 
furthermore, in most cases in the work of recanvassing the townships, 
irtesy of the officers connected with the June enumeration, the enumera- 
‘ yanied the special agents, who thus had the advantage of their own 
rience and that of the enumerators. 

It must therefore be plainly probable that a considerable number of persons are 

ided in the re-enumeration who were overlooked in Junc 
As above stated, nearly 91 per cent. of the names are common to both schedules, 
ction over ¥ per cent., 0 1,925 names, which I was unable to verify. 


led among the white and colored population as follows 


true since the special agents wer 


Total. 


Waterloo 
Willistor 
Broad Riv 


SLeerpel 


this number may be attributed to the y movement 

ely to the well-known custom among the colored pop- 

»of name. As regardsthe movement of population, 

e to form an explanation why in this case it should be 

these townships are turpentine distilleries, the laborers in whicl 
nposed of what may be termed “ floating population 

two enumerations occurred the season of cotton-picking, which ina 


ving locality invariably occasions considerable changing about of labor- 


eirtam jes 
of the townships, Due West, are located three quite extensive educational 
ns, the students in which were included in each enumeration 
township I tind on the June schedules the names of 43 students, all white 
ld not be verified. It is a well-known fact that in all such institutions, 

to a certain degree, changes are continually taking place 

By reference to the foregoing table it will be seen that this number comprises 
nearly one-half the white population not verified in that township 

Near another of the townships is a cotton factory, which the special agent assigned 
to that locality assures me had no inconsiderable influence in producing movement 
of populatior 

How materially the frequent change of names among the colored race increased 
the difficulty of the verification is strikingly illustrated by a subsequent critical 
examination made in the township of Johnson, where, by the aid of the June 
schedules, one hundred and fifty-one additional names were verified, of which one 
hundred and thirty were of colored people 

Taking all the facts into consideration, I feel justified in saying that 91 per cent. 
is a very close verification. 

Having arrived at the above results, acting under your instruct 
the township ot Johnson, in which to make a still more searchin 
rectness of the previous enumeratior 

Accordingly I prepared a transcript of the names appearing on the June sched- 
nles for that township, not verified, and dispatched Captain J.B. Isler to that 
place with directions to institute a strict inquiry for the parties bearing those 
names to verify their existence or non-existence on the Ist day of June, 1880, by 
sworn testimony from respectable citizens. ; 

In this matter I was very materially aided by Major Harry Noah, of the internal 
revenue service, who is secretary of the State republican committee, who kindly 
gave Captain Isler letters to the chairman of the county republican committee and 
other leading republicans in the county. I also communicated with Colonel Wal- 
lace in regard to the matter, and am able to say that the parties making the aftida- 
vits which accompany this report are fully indorsed as being honorable men and 
entitled to the fullest confidence 

The result of Captain Isler’s efforts fully justified my expectations. By the aid 
of the transcript from the Jane schedules, he was able, out of a list of two hun- 
dred and forty-five, to verify one hundred and fifty-one additional names, leaving 
ninety-four still to be accounted for 


‘ 
} 


~ 

Herewith you will find affidavits, in proper and legal form 
ninety-four not found by the re-enumeration, eighty have re 
ship and thirteen have died since June 1, 1880. i 


I 
( 


showing that o¢ 
a removed from the ¢, 
This leaves ij a a 
1 explanation of which I have to say that one mame is duplin ao 
hedule, so that in the township of Johnson every name wl 
hedule is exactly accounted for. ‘ 

I believe if time would have permitted, the same res 
in each of the other seven townships. 

Having completed the work assigned me 
the evening of January 16. 

My investigation of the census of South Carolina has led me to the 
that it was correctly taken. I have discovered no trace or j + 
whatever, and far from being a corrupt census, I firmly belis 
taken carefully and honestly. ; 

in conclusion, I desire to say that I was received and treated wit] 
esy and kindness by the people of South Carolina. Everv fac ility 
for the prosecution of the investigation. Particularly did those com 
the June enumeration cheerfully render their assistance, both to inva 
special agents associated with me, whenever circumstances made it poss 
so. 

From Colonel R. M. Wallace, United States marshal; Mr. E. w 
lector of internal revenue ; and Major Harry Noah, secretary State r 
mittee, my force and myself received many favors and valuable 
_ The gentlemen detailed to assist in this work as special agents have dona: 
duty with promptitude and fidelity, and merit my hearty commendation, 

Trusting that this work may prove to have been satisfactorily done. T a; 

s ’ é 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
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1ich appears on th 


s( 
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I returned to Washingt mM, arr 


indication ar 


ve it to hay 


lunif 
Wasa 
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F. G. BUTTERFIEL 
cial Agent, Tenth ( 


RAWLINGS 
Assistant Chief ( 


Ss¢ TH JAROLINA, Williamsburah C 
I hereby certify that Jose po W. Kimball is ad uly 
the county of Williamsburg l 
EAL. 1. H. KEELS 
C. C. P. and G. § 


b, State atoresa 


INO. W. RAWLINGS 


4 svistant Chief Clerk 


SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Williamsburgh County, Johnson's Township 


At Johnsonville, in said county, on this 10th day of January 
peared before me Joseph W. Kimball, a trial justice within and for 
H. Kimball, whom I certify to be of good repute, who being duly 
and says that— 


Name. 


Wife of I. E. Falker 

Son of H. M. Falker 

Son of H. M. Falker 
Laborer. 

Wife. 

Son. 

Wife of W. Hi. Scott 
Daughter of Amelia Scott 
Son of Amelia Scott. 
Daughter of Amelia Scott 
Wife of Legrand W. W 
Daughter of Legrand W. White 
Farmer. 

Wirte. 

Son. 

Laborer. 

Wife 


Son of Brinus Woodber 


Falker, 

Falker, C. 

Talker, O. E 
Smith, i 
Smith, } 

Smith, 

Scott, Amelia. 
Scott, 1.G... 
White, Legrand, jr 
Keffi, Allen 
White, S.1.. 
White, Lilly 
Hazleton, §. 
Hazleton, E. 
Hazleton, I. L..... 
Crosby, Frank 
Crosby, B. .ccoce 
Woodberry, James... 


ee | 


4 


M. 
F’. 
M. 
F, 


=. 


bead bard baad ad bard bal bard bard aed bad bard 


ms. 


‘vere living in said township on the Ist day of Jane, 1880, but have since removed 
therefrom. ee EL a 
R. H. KIMBALI 
Witness 
JOHN B. Ister, Special Agent Cen 


iy of January, 1861. 
JOSEPH W. KIMBALL, [st 


Trial J ust 


Sworn and subscribed before me thi 


STATE OF SouTH CAROLINA, Williamsburgh County : 
At Rome, Johnson’s Township, in said county, on this 12th day of J wnuary, sel, 
personally appeared before me, Joseph W. Kimball, a trial justice within _ 
said county, W. C. Hemmingway, whom I certify to be of good repute, and 
being duly sworn, deposes and says that— 


Color. | Sex. ge. Remarks 
Sa aca iliataimeenee 
Boat captain. 
Wife 


Son. 


Hough, G. | : ( lerk in store. 
Hangh, C. M. : Wie. 
Hough, H. L : J Ben. 
Hough, W. E....-- : — ; f on. = 
Buhawson, x =e wie a er. 
Buhawson, Mallisa a 
Buhawson, J. R penenee. 
Buhawson, A. E ; Jaughter. 
Rodgers, M. W... ; Cooper. 
MeBride, S.......--e+0---:] 

Rodgers, Lee....- 


a 
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no ip said township on the Ist day ot June, 1880, but have since removed | were living in Johnson's Township on the Ist day of June, 1880. but have since 
ee died. 
sperefron Ww Er INGWAY _ HK t 
\ HEMMINGWAY. ed R. H. KIMBALI 
as . s Witness 
oun B. Is Special Agent l + States Cons Joun B. Ister, Super t of Cens 
; : TOSEPY > TTI\PAT @EraT . — - a a 
subscribe . PH W KIMBALL —_ Sworn and subscribed before me this the 10th day of January, 181 
eee ee JOSEPH W. KIMBALL, [sna 
ovr CAROLINA, Williamsburgh ¢ ; i 
| cmith’s Mills, in Johnson's Township, in said county, on the 10th day of | STATE oF SoutH C INA, Williamsburgh Cor 
=” < ee 4 are for . a1} , Kimhal) Sona hd ? ; ed a 
ary, 1881, personally ores aes a Pe W ; Kimball, a trial Justice At Johnson's Township, in said county, on this 12th day of January, 1881 
d for said county, Vavit as ae whom t certify to be of good repute, | personally appeared before me, Joseph Kimball, a trial justice within and for said 
g duly sworn, deposes and says that— county, J. T. Rollins, whom I certify to be of good repute, who, being duly swort 
_ bas a ere A deposes and says that- 
olor. | Sex. | Age Remarks a os - 
ee aol N f Colo Sex Ag Remarks 
coeseues W M 4) Law yer aes eee suenmmnea 
Ww M. 23 | Lawyer. Huggins, Hannah I F 
piitded ° W M. I Surveyor. Snowden, Ned .....+-<<. B | M Laborer 
Staples, Geo. W Ww M. i Conner, M B. | M 3% Labore 
Stanles, Ella sescee secece vy ‘ o Vife. Snowden, W L i M 14 Labore 
8 OTELCE . «+++ - M : Snowd ] B M. 12 Laborer 
S M. 
Dp einawe W. M. 60 | Carpente: 
P W M. i3 | Hostle were living in said township on the Ist day of June, 1880, but have since removed 
therefrom, and that McGee, W. W., W. M., 8-12; Gillard, R., B. M., 10, were liv 
— SO Te J ing in said township on the Ist day of June, 1880, but have since died 
whnshit € ~ ay « . co mn > ra 
s a i JAMES T. ROLLINS. 
Witness 
oun B. Isten, A United States Ce 
S Ay 1 rcs 
_ SW ‘ s i ( ‘ 
7 JOSEPH W. KIMBALL, [seat 
; Trial Justice. 
‘ ( vA __ STATE OF S HCA NA, W unsburagh Ce 
( Williamsbu Tohnse 7 hip At Johnson's Township, in said county, on this 12th day of January, 1581, per 
St 3 Johnson’s Township, in said county, on this 10th davof Jan- | 8onally appeared before me, Joseph W. Kimball, a trial justice within and for said 
21, personally appeared before me, Joseph W. Kimball, atrial justice within county, W uliam S. McConnell, whom I certify to be of good repute, who, being 
nty, Smart Flowers, whom I certify to be of good repute, who, be- duly sworn, deposes and says that— 
leposes and says that— ” 
Name Color, | Sex. | Age Remarks. 
ol Se Ace emarss aii —_ - 
ea a= Holmes, Henry ceccrccee B. | M. 1S Labore 
OE Te ae B. M. $0 | Farmer. EY Dig e Cents cage B. i F 0 Laborer 
? “ | 
g AEG. conn stagnate } I 8 ife. i 
gers, NaNCY....20eseees Lb. F 8 | Daughter. ; 
raneked LB a 4 | Daughter were living in said township on the Ist day of June, 1880, but have since removed 
‘ Ne EN oa B M. 3 | Car renter. therefrom, and that Floyd, E. W., W. F., 2; Staggers, B., B. F., 3, were living it 
| melia BR E 93 Wito of Horace Porch said township on the Ist day of June, 1880, but have since died 
aa cele rs MT oo W. S. McCONNELL. 
ens ‘ I M on. Wits 
paraes Is. F } | Daughter rece! . 
B MI Q | JoHN B. I S] al Agent United States Cex 
DOR sncsiaax iS M i9 | ; ] 
ee ] I 9 | Sister-in-law of J. Jeameret = 
Sworn and bscribed 
; E F ; J Sac , : : JOSEPH W. KIMBALL, [s8e£AL.] 
g WDSLID ¢ © ist day ¢ ine, isev, but have since removed Trial Justice. 
SMART }¥ TERS — 
MART FLOWERS. State or SoutH CAROLINA, 
1 4 ft ¢ Williamsburgh County, Johnson's Townshiz 
« Spe Acent c ‘ one , ; 1 
, At Johnsonsville, in said county, on this 10th day of January, 1881, personally 
c ss . a eae aa appeared before me, Joseph W. Kimball, a trial justice within and tor said county 
S scribed JOSEPH W. KIMBALI SEA Samuel Parsons, whom I certify to be of good repute, who, being duly sworn, deposes 
4 rids J Ue and says that— 
“7 ~ ] qc LR N 4 : ; 
‘Ww liamsburgi Johns 8 T™ shiz Names, Color. Sex Ace Remarks 
Smith's Mills, Johnson's Township, in said county, on this 10th day of | ——————_______ en 
‘tl, personally appeared before me, Joseph W. Kimball, a trial justice a “ : 
" Sins ? , ae ene : ‘ wetter 4 ‘ : Prater. H. } W M 4 Carpente 
r said county, Smart Flowers, whom I certify to be of good repute, 1 Sy gcnk tp - ala . . ary 
ng duly sworn, deposes and says, that— Peete Ts. cassce e W. F. Wit 
channeled Biaiesdaecsnaneg iniiliasiniiniaiiaapasicna Prater, Joanna........ W F. 1 | Daughter 
‘ Pres, UC. Bisccovs W M Sor 
‘a Ol¢ Sex, Age Remarks Prater, S. F...... oe Ww F Daughter 
— a Sule ae a ee eres W M. 20 | Laborer 
a AO eee W M 23 | Farmer 
| . oy - ; 
M. 21 Baxley, MaryI........... WV. I 23 | Wife 
F, Daughter of Hannah McConnell. | Norton, Nettie...... wees W.. FB a ; 
F. 6 | Daughter of Will Green. Norton, Amanda...... W. I 8 | Daughter. 
i McAllister, I. M W Mf. 56 | Farmer. 
Ta oe won AGAR Sack Rue ee, eee W F. 17 | Wife 
Ist day of June, 1860, but have since died, | ae W F. 0 | Mother-in-law of I. F. Carter 
. SMART FLOWERS. McDougall, C. C.... WwW. M. |} 22| Farmer. 
Be it si Si a McDougall, S. W...... W. | F. | 18] Wife. 
¥- ASLER, Superintendent of United St Census. PD. Minaxcessescevacs We ft 2 15 | Niece of C. Newell. 
5 -_ Reese, Shadrick........... B. | M. | 20} Laborer. 
i subscribed. JOSEPH W. KIMBALL, [SEAL. Reese, Jenney..... Lb. | F. 20 | Wife 
Trial Justice. BPOWN, dD cscccacseecessecus b. . a 20 | Niece of T. B. Green 
‘ — | 


Ss nt Te 
AROLINA, 


. nty of Wi lliamsburgh, Johnson 8 Townsh I 
“Ansonville, in said county, on the 
efore me, ‘ 

imball, wh 


were living in said township on the Ist day of June, 1880, but have since removed 
therefrom, and that Harman, N. H., W. M., 67, farmer; Parsona Lily C., W. F., 7, 
daughter of S. Parsons, were living in said township on the Ist day of June, 1880 
but have since died. 








10th day of January, 151, personally ap- 
Joseph W. Kimball, a trial justice within and for said county, 
10m I certify to be of good repute, who, being duly sworn, deposes 


a 





SAMUEL PARSONS 





N : Sworn and subscribed 
Nam¢ Color. | Sex. | Age. Remarks JOSEPH W REE OES., [east 
ns — s — == a « cé. 
Davis, W. 8... W M : | Physic Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I infer from the little I have heard 
WB Diceseseyscnetcpie 1 S| eel ieee, from the Senator from South Carolina—and it is very little, owing to 


ill W M. 29 | Farmer. being most of the time engaged otherwise—that his utterance is de- 
Ww. F. 47 | Wife of Wesley Lymkins. signed as an assault on me. For the vaporings of the Senator from 


a lont a South Carolina, Ihave no concern. He hasalluded to a speech made 
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by me in New York in September last; he has taken now about five 
months to reply to that speech. 

Having had no notice or knowledge that the Senator meditated any 
reference to me, and having been unable to hear much of what he 
has read from his apparently carefully concocted manuscript, I will 
take at least until to-morrow or some other morning when I may find 
time to read in the Recorp whatever he may be pleased to publish. 
Should I find that he publishes anything requiring of me personally 
or as one of the representatives of the State of New York any com- 
ment, I will make it. Meanwhile I dismiss the matter with the 
remark, that whenever satistied that I have in any manner done in- 
justice to the State of South Carolina, to the people of South Caro- 
lina, to any other State, to any other community, to any individual, 
I shall seek a seasonable and suitable occasion torecalland as far as 
possible correct my error. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, the Senator from New York may 
rest assured that whatever I have uttered will appear in the RECORD 
to-morrow morning. He says that the vaporings of the Senator from 
South Carolina are matters of no concern to him. He will pardon 
me for saying that theswaggering insolence of the Senator from New 
York is of no concern to me. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I need not have heard the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina in order to ascertain that he is a person 
with whom I do not choose to bandy epithets here or anywhere, least 
of all here; and therefore I have nothing to add to that which I have 
before said. 

MEXICAN AWARDS. 

Mr. EATON. I offer the following resolution, and ask for its im- 
mediate consideration : 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested to inform the Sen- 
ate, if not incompatible with the public interest, whether any objection has been 
made by this Government to suits being broughtin the courts of the United States 
by the Government of Mexico against American citizens, and if such objection has 


been made, to communicate to the Senate the diplomatic correspondence, if any, 
in relation thereto. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the considera- 
tion of the resolution ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Let it be printed and go over until to-morrow. 
There will be no desire for delay. 

Mr. EATON. Lask that it be printed and laid on the table if it 
must go over. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be printed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Representatives were sever- 
ally read twice by their titles, and referred as indicated below : 

The bill (H. R. No. 554) for the relief of David W. Stockstill—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. No. 4434) for the relief of Mrs. Martha Bridges, of 
Bartow County, Georgia—to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill (H. R. No. 2244) for the relief of James E. Montell—to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The bill (H. R. No. 4437) for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Pierre Joseph Mais—to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

The bill (H. R. No. 4433) for the relief of William Redus—to the 
Committee on Claims. 

The bill (H. R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes—to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 


COMMITTEE ON POST-OFFICES AND POST-ROADS, 


Mr. HAMLIN. With the concurrence and approval of the chairman 
of the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads, I ask the Senate 
to give its leave to that committee to sit during the session of the 
Senate to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, in the 
chair.) The Senator from Maine asks that the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads be allowed to sit during the session of the Sen- 
ate to-day. Isthere objection? The Chair hears none, and that leave 
is granted. 

(THE LIBRARY. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I wish toask the attention of the Senate for one 
moment to the order of business. There is an extremely important 
bill on the Calendar, reported from the joint select committee on the 
consideration of additional accommodations for the Library of Con 
gress. I have not sought to antagonize the appropriation bills, nor 
do I wish to do so; but I give notice that as soon as the present ap- 
propriation bill for pensions is concluded, I will then ask the Senate 
to take up and consider the bill which I have indicated. It is a bill 
of the very greatest importance, but at the same time I feel convinced 
that it will not occupy any considerable length of time. It is one of 
those questions that we must meet. When the appropriation bill in 
charge of the Senator from California [Mr. Booru] is concluded, I 
shall ask the Senate to take the course indicated by me. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BOOTH. Mr. President, I ask for the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed by the Secre- 
tary that the unfinished business is the bill (S. No. 1210) for the relief 
of certain officers of the Navy. 


FEBRUARY 7. 


Mr. CONKLING. That was the unfinished busi n &; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informa) yo? 
the unfinished business. ~ ens 18 Roy 

Mr. McMILLAN. I think that bill was taken up un 
the Senate postponing the prior order until to-day. 

Mr. FARLEY. We can finish it to-day. : 

Mr. McMILLAN. Ishould like to inquire whether that o: 
not-—— : 

Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator will pardon me 
a motion as that would not be in order under the rules of the &.-- 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Indian severalty pj}; ee a 
the Senate was postponed until Monday and thereby lost its plac. 
unfinished business. ; ae 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Chair be kind enough 
statement ? 7 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Indian severalty pil y a8 tat 
poned by vote of the Senate on Saturday last until Mond ae : 
thereby lost its place as unfinished business. “= 

Mr. CONKLING. Thatistherule undoubtedly; and the; 
ing bill, as the unfinished business, is the regular order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. EATON. I ask the Chair if the pending Dill is not tia), 
which was under discussion when the Senate adjourned and the San 
ator from New Hampshire was in the middle of a speech. Is haath 
that that bill ought to be taken up now to give my friend from Now 
Hampshire the opportunity to close his remarks. aoa 

Mr. BOOTH. I ask unanimous consent that the pending op, 
whatever it may be, be laid aside informally in order to proceed wi: 
the consideration of the pension appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California asks 
unanimous consent of the Senate that the unfinished business, whic’ 
is the bill (S. No. 1210) for the relief of certain officers of the Nayy 
be laid aside temporarily and without prejudice, in order that the pe 
sion appropriation bill may be taken up. Is there objection? 

Mr. FARLEY. I dislike to antagonize my colleague; but in viey 
of the fact that the appropriation bill can come up immediately afte; 
this bill, I think we should go on with it. I shall not press the obia 
tion. ; 

Mr. WINDOM. I believe the pension bill is now before the Se 
by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not yet. There being n 
to the proposition of the Senator from California, the pensi 
priation bill will now be taken up. It is before the Senate 

Mr. WINDOM. I only want to say a word or two to call t 
tention of the Senate to the question before it. If I am not mistak 
the question is upon the point of order raised as to whether the ame 
ment proposed by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Witners 
order. Now, it does seem to me that the Senatecan save a great d 
of time by deciding that question. We have already discussed ¢! 
amendment two or three days, and the discussion will probably ru 
two or three days more, when I think if the Senate will decide accord 
ing to the rule it will hold the amendment out of order, when all th 
discussion will have passed for nothing. It seems to meiftheSenat 
could be induced to act upon the question, or to contine the discuss 
to the question of order, it would save a great deal of time. [| shal 
insist, I think, if the discussion goes on, that it shall be confine 
the question. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Mr. President, when this bill was up on Satur 
day, I took the floor to reply, as I might, to the argument made 
the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. LOGAN,] but yielded at the request of 
Senators, as the hour was late, that other business might be done. | 
will say to the Senator from Minnesota that I do not see how he can 
save any time by insisting on confining the debate to the question! 
order. 

Mr. WINDOM. I will answer the Senator, if he will permit m 
If the amendment be ruled out of order, there will be nothing of that 
kind before the Senate. ; 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. But how do you stop discussion? As I said 
Saturday, if the amendment is ruled out of order the pension bi! 
proper remains, and that is open to discussion. : 

Mr. WINDOM. I am quite sure that nobody will want fo discus 
this general question upon the simple proposition of the bill that ¥ 
shall appropriate money to pay the pensions. : 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I have often been very sure of mattersin ¥ 
I have found myself very much mistaken. 

Mr. WINDOM. I am relying very much on the disposition 
Senate to complete its business by the 4th of March. If I am mis 
taken in that, then the Senator from Iowa is doubtless right. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. [I am satisfied that the Committee on Pens 
who have spent considerable time in the preparation of this bill, wis 
be unwilling, after it has been so strongly opposed and upon t 
grounds of opposition offered to it here, to let the matter go over unt 
their side of the question has been presented to the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I rise to a question of order. Whatis 
question before the Senate ? * 

' The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question before the Senate is 
Is the amendment offered by the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Wits 
ERS] to the pension appropriation billin order? _ 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I understood that the Senator 

fornia[Mr. FARLEY] had given way simply for the purpose 0 
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matter be put in a position to be heard after his bill was consid- 

e) and not to go into general debate. at 

Oe PRESIDING OFF ICER. The Chair did not so understand. 
ue WILLIAMS. IfI understand the condition of the question, it 
Mt a question of order; the merits of the bill are not before the 

ys at all; the question is, Is the amendment offered by the Sen- 

she om Virginia in order at this stage of the bill? That is the 

r ar aan ‘we have been discussing the merits of the bill for two 
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re DMUNDS. The Senator from Jowa kindly allows me to say 
ord. The pending question is whether the amendment to the pen- 
: appropriation bill providing for a local examination is in order. 
on that the Senator from Iowa is addressing the Senate. Hethinks 
‘yt when that question is pending to proceed to consider what 
~") be the efiect of such a measure, if it were in order or if it were 
. whichever way his opinion may be. Now, I wish to say so that 
~ebody can hear me that in the fifteen years I have been in the 
«ata whenever these questions have come up in this way, it has 
always decided, sometimes on appeal and by yeas and nays so 
- i+ is settled, that every Senator must be the judge for himself as 
‘she relevancy of the remarks he is making about anything, and 
sha whole it has been found that it is better for liberty and court- 
‘aud fair play all around in a small body like this that it should 


pevaut 


es) 


“Yr. FARLEY. DolLunderstand that the proposition is to consider 
ig amendment now instead of going on with the unfinished busi- 


” The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understood the Senator 

fo California on the right [Mr. FARLEY] to assent to the proposi- 

‘ion made by his colleague [Mr. Bootu] that the regular order, which 

<the bill which was under discussion when the Senate adjourned on 
day last, be temporarily laid aside, without prejudice, for the 

se of taking up the pension appropriation bill. 

FARLEY. For the purpose of allowing that bill to have its 











Mr 
nlace, as I understood, and be considered immediately after the un- 


fnished business was concluded. That was my intention. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now the Senator from California will allow mea 

moment. Thereis an appropriation bill pending under consideration. 
bill of the Senator from California will be the regular order the 
moment that bill is disposed of. 

Mr. FARLEY. But the unfinished business was the naval bill. 

Mr, ALLISON. Undoubtedly. 

FARLEY. And the Senator from New Hampshire was address- 

the Senate, and in the midst of his speech when the Senate ad- 

ed. Under the rules of the Senate that bill is entitled first to 
consideration to-day. 

Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly; but any Senator can move to lay 

the bill, and it is a universal custom to lay aside such measures 
for appropriation bills. 

Mr, FARLEY. Not always. 

Mr, ALLISON. Always. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I ask if in the midst of debate on a pend- 
ing measure it is usual to ask a Senator to suspend his argument in 
rder to take up an appropriation bill? 

Mr. ALLISON. It is not proper to take a gentleman off the floor, 
di course. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. The Senator from New Hampshire was on 
ue floor at the adjournment on Saturday. 

Mr. ALLISON. But he has slept over Sunday on it. I desire to 
appeal tothe Senator from California to allow this appropriation bill 


uw 





‘ 


0 go On, 

Mr, FARLEY. But it will take all day to-day. 
Mr. ALLISON. So be it; but the Senator’s bill is now the regular 
order, 

Mr FARLEY. Well, go on. 

Mr.KIRKWOOD. Am I in order, Mr. President ? 

th PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Iowa is in order. 

Mr, J ARLEY, The understanding is that the unfinished business 
Teidins its place after this bill is over. 

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the understanding. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

: m ssage from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
AMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the bill (S. 
“.o4) to amend the law relative to the seizure and forfeiture of 
“seis for breach of the revenne laws. 
, © Inessage also announced that the House had appointed Mr. 
: oy P. House, of Tennessee, and Mr. Ricuarp CrowLey, of New 
tea on the part of the House to count the electoral votes 
ewer a tae Vice-President of the United States on Wednesday, 
AMENDMENT TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


eet ee from the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads, 
X, gro, ut Amendment intended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. 
De nee appropriations for the service of the Post-Office 
PUrposes : ae fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other 
and ordered ae was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
Mr. CALL, pape ated 
him to the har emitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
€ bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the con- 
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struction, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works on 
rivers and harbors, and for other purposes; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committe of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of invalid and other pensious of the United States for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1232, the question being on the point of order 
raised by Mr. TELLER as to the reception of the amendment proposed 
by Mr. WITHERS. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I propose, Mr. President, as brietly as I may 
and as clearly as I may, to present to the attention of the Senate the 
present condition of the business in the Pension Office; what has 
caused that condition, as I understand it; the hardships it imposes 
upon applicants for pensions, and the benefits to those applicants to 
be derived from the amendment offered by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

What, then, is the present situation ? 
Pension Office in round numbers 300,000 pension claims. Of that 
number 282,000 or about that are original claims. The others are for 
increase of pension, widows’ pensions and so on; but in round num- 
bers there are 300,000 claims there pending, enough to require the con- 
tinued labor of the present force in the Pension Office for ten years 
to settle them, if a single new claim should not be presented. That 
is the condition of affairs. Claims ore pending there now that can- 
not be heard and determined short of ten years from this time, unless 
something bedone. It is much more difficult now to dispose of claims 
than it was immediately after the close of the war. When claims 
were then presented they were based upon causes apparent because 
the existence of the disability could be proved in almost every case 
by Army records ; scarcely anything was needed except proof of the 
identity of the claimant. But now after the lapse of sixteen years 
from the close of the war the case is wholly different ; the classes of 
claims presented are wholly different ; they require a much more care- 
ful and much more full investigation, and are much more diflicult to 
prove. So we not only have this immense number of claims to dis- 
pose of, but we have the added difficulty in disposing of them by 
reason of the length of time which has elapsed since the close of the 
war and the causes for which claims are now presented. 

This amounts to a denial of justice to applicants, it is an absolute 
denial to them of that jastice which they have a right to demand at 
the hands of the American Government. We indulge in very elo- 
quent language at times in regard to what is due to pensioners, what 
care should be taken of them; and yet it seems to me we cannot do 
them a greater wrong than to so manage any bureau established for 
the allowance of their pensions that they may, half of them, die before 
their claims can be heard. Justice, when it is not granted speedily, is 
substantially denied; and therefore the Commissioner of Pensions has 
pressed upon the attention of the Senate Committee on Pensions, and 
that committee for the last two years and more have been carefully 
considering to ascertain whether something cannot be done to remove 
these difficulties out of the way, and allow the men who are asking 
for their pensions and are entitled to them to have them. 

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. LOGAN] agrees with me that some- 
thing should be done. Heagrees with me that the present condition 
of affairs is a denial of justice. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator will allow me to say that I agree that 
if there was more force required Congress ought to give it; I mean 
force in the Pension Office by additional clerks, not additional 
machinery. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. ‘The Senator from Illinois, I repeat, agrees with 
me that something should be done, that the present condition of affairs 
is a denial of justice to pensioners, and the question then is, what 
shall be done, and how shall it be done? I understood the Senator 
in his remarks on Friday and Saturday to say that there were two 
things in the way of a speedy determination of these claims: first, 
that the Commissioner of Pensions was incompetent and untit for | 
place; and second, that he had not force enough at his command to 
do the work if he were competent. 

Now, Mr. President, Iam not here as the special advocate of the 
Commissioner of Pensions. I never knew him or knew there was 
such a man until I became acquainted with him by my membership 
of the Committee on Pensions; but my membership of that commit- 
tee for four years has brought me largely in contact with him, has 
led me, as was my duty, I think, to know as well as I am able to 
know whether or not he is fit for that place, and I feel myself bound 
in justice to him to say that I believe him to be a faithful, an honest, 
a competent, and an energetic officer, who is doing all that he can or 
that any man in his place can do to hear and determine these cases 
rapidly and speedily, and with as strong a desire as any other man 
can have that every one who is entitled to a pension shall have it 
He has been about five years in the service. During that time he 
has decided more cases and more difficult cases than his predecessor, 
and the records of that office will show that during the three years, 
1877, 1878, and 1879, the Pension Office has disposed of 57,339 cases, 
and that during the three years preceding that time that same office 
disposed of only 39,265 cases. 

As I said before, year by year it becomes more difficult to deter- 
mine what shall be done in the matter of applications for pensions. 


There are now pending in the 
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Vhen the pensioner applied for a pension because he had lost a leg 
or an arm, or because he had been discharged from the service hav- 
ing been discharged from the service by reason of disease, the ques- 
tion to be determined was an easy one; but now after ten, twelve, 
fourteen, or fifteen years have expired, when men come in and say 
they are suffering from disease contracted in the service, it becomes 
a very difficnlt question to determine whether or not that claim is a 
valid one; it becomes a very difficult matter for the applicant to 
prove that which he assigns for the cause of his application. : 

Not only has the present Commissioner done more work than his 
predecessor, but he has done it more cheaply. In 1874 it cost $25.62 
to decide a pension claim ; in 1875, $27.47 ; in 1876, $32.40. I nder the 
present Commissioner it cost, in 1877, $25.41; in 1878, $20.55; and in 
So that he has not only done more 
work in the same time, but he has done more difficult work during 


1879, S18.70 to decide a pension. 


that time, and he has done more cheaply than his predecessor 
did. It may be that he is incompetent, but the evidence does not 
show 

If, then, he is competent, is faithful, how does it come that the 





office is at this time blockaded and the business of allowing pensions 
s substantially suspended so far as a great many of the applicants 
are concerned? That ‘s a pertinent question, a proper one. The 
eason, I apprehend, is easy to be found. We passed in 1879 what is 
alled the arrears bill. I am not intending to-day to discuss the pro- 








priety or impropriety of the passage of that bill, but I desire to show 
the operation that bill has had upon the business of the Pension 
Office, in order to account, if that will account, for the obstruction of 
business now in it 

From the 25th day of January, 1879, to the Ist day of July, 1880, 


that is from the date of the passage of the arrears act until the 1st of 
July, 1880, one hundred and tifty-five thousand eight hundred and odd, 
y one hundred and fifty-six thousand, claims were presented 
: nce over and above the average presentation of claims that 
had occurred for years before that. In other words, if the presenta- 
tion of claims had run along during that period of time as it had run 
long during the eighteen months preceding that time, there would 
have been 156,000 less claims in the Pension Office than there are to- 
day, so far as I can judge. At all events, the number of claims pre- 
sented during that time exceeds by 156,000 the average that had been 
presented for eighteen months preceding that time. 
- More than that, some 20,000 claims that had been barred by exist- 
ng law because the applicant had been unable to perfect his proof 
within five years, had been renewed by the removal of that bar by 
the arrears-of-pensions act. 

With this immense mass of new applications thrown upon the 
Pension Bureau, it was not only reasonable that we should expect, 
but it was inevitable that it should be, to use a popular phrase, 
‘snowed under ” with its business, and that there should be cause of 
omplaint on the part of men applying for pensions that their claims 
are unreasonably delayed in the hearing and determination. 

Impressed with this view, the Committee on Pensions, as I before 
said, have labored assiduously for some two years past to devise some 
means by which this pending difficulty might be removed, by which 
the men who apply for pensions should have determined the question 
whether or not they are entitled to them, and if they are entitled to 
them, should have them allowed. That bill from its first presenta- 
tion up to this time has been the subject of persistent misrepresenta- 
tion and of very great misunderstanding. I remember perfectly well 
when the word was spread all through the State where I live, and 
where it is believed yet by many, that if that bill became a law every 
pensioner residing in any county of the State of Iowa who desired to 
prosecute a claim for a pension and had witnesses residing in Maine 
or California, would be compelled to bring the witnesses from Maine 
or California to the county where he lived in Iowa to have them ex- 
amined before the examiner and surgeon provided for by the bill. 
That was spread broadcast over the country, was believed by many 
men to be so,and because it was believed and because it is yet be- 
lieved, many men are utterly opposed to the proposed law, although 

t never did contemplate and does not contemplate any such thing. 

Another thing that has been done to create prejudice against this 
bill is this: it has been persistently held up before the people of the 

‘ountry, and especially before the soldiers of the country, as a bill the 
primary purpose of which and almost the only purpose of which is to 
detect frauds as they are claimed to be upon the pension law. That 
is not the primary object of this bill; it is not the principle of this 
bill at all. The leading purpose of the bill is to provide some means 
by which the question whether a man is entitled to a pension or not 
can be speedily determined. The question of the detection of fraud 
is a mere incident. That fraudulent claims shall be allowed is inev- 
itable in the nature of things. How large a proportion of the claims 
allowed are fraudulent I do not know, do not pretend to know; but 
as long as men are found dishonest enough to seek the payment to 
them of that which does not belong to them, and as long as agents 
can be found for them to press their claims, frauds will occur. They 
ought not to be encouraged. 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me to call his attention to 
the amendment I spoke of the other day on that point? I said those 
claims which had not yet been allowed would have to be examined 
under the machinery proposed in the amendment. It was mentioned 
a while ago that that was a mistake. 
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Mr. KIRKWOOD. I have not come to that yet: I sh 
soon. I was speaking of the allegation that witnesses w 
be brought from all parts of the United States 
the applicant lived. 

Mr. LOGAN. Nobody said that. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The Senator from Illinois is widely mista 
That was scattered broadcast all over this country years ago ‘_ 
received letter after letter from soldiers in my own State protest’ 


to me against what they call that feature of the bill, and Wondering 
’ Ting 
any such proyis. 


all be at it 


ould have to 


to the county where 


why and how I could support a bill that contained 
100. 

_An effort has been made to create the impression that the Comm 
sioner of Pensions, and I suppose the Committee on Pensions as ar 
consider all applicants for pensions as perjurers, dishonest mer },,’ 
cause the allegation has been made by the Commissioner, and bees 
it has been shown to the committee that some fraudulent Claims hay 
been allowed where perjury has been committed. Asa member of 
that committee I have passed through my hands as a sub-committee 
two claims, in one of which every important paper in the casa y = 
a forgery, and in another where the applicant himself was in the aoe 
itentiary when the claim was in my hands, for perjury and suborna 
tion of perjury in endeavoring to procure the allowance of the claim, 
It was so after the Mexican war; fraudulent claims were then pressed 
and were then allowed ; fraudulent claims are now pressed and 4). 
lowed, and they will be. You cannot avoid it until you can change 
human nature. S 

It is true, Mr. President, that while the great bulk of our U; 
soldiers were of the very best men that we had in the country, while 
that is peculiarly so of the soldiers raised in what we may call the 
rural districts of the country, yet many soldiers were raised in oyr 
large cities, some of whom were of a different class of men. We had 
at that time in some of our large cities men who were pursuing the 
very profitable industry of “bounty jumping; ” enlisting to-day and 
taking the oath of allegiance to the Government as a soldier, gett ing 
the bounty, and deserting to-morrow, and the next day enlisting again 
and taking another bounty. We had them by scores and hundreds: 
I am afraid by thousands. A man who would engage in that kind of 
industry would not at all hesitate to engage in the procurement for 
himself, if he could, of an unlawful and fraudulent pension; and it 
is unfortunately true that in all the large cities men can be found 
who will press the allowance of such claims. 

Mr. LOGAN. Does not the Senator know, however, that where an 
occurrence of that kind took place, the rolls of the War Department 
show the fact, and hence the man could not get a pension? 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The Senator from Iowa does not know that, Mr, 
President. A man would enlist to-day as John Jones, jump his bounty, 
and enlist to-morrow or next day under another name, and a third 
time under another name, and a fourth time under another name, and 
the records of the War Department would show not that John Jones 
had enlisted three or four times successively, but that three or four 
different men had enlisted, and the records would not show the fraud. 

But, as I was saying, the question of fraud is a mere incident of 
this bill. The great leading purpose of the bill is to have a speedy 
determination of the question whether the man who asks for a pen- 
sion is entitled to it or not, and not make him delay year after year, 
year after year, and go down at last perhaps to his grave with a be- 
lief that the country he served so well has been unjust to him in re- 
fusing to give him that to which he is entitled. That is the purpose 
of the bill. 

I now come te the point alluded to by the Senator from Illinois. I 
received a few days ago what I suppose to be a circular-letter, ad- 
dressed by a firm inthis city to myself, and I presume to other Sena- 
tors, giving reasons why in the judgment of the writer this bill 
should not pass, and the first reason assigned is that if this bill shall 
pass then all, the proof now on file in the Pension Office in regard to 
claimants, whether that proof be complete as to particular claims ot 
incomplete as to others—that all that proof is to go for nothing and, 
in the language of the circular addressed to me, these cases are to be 
commenced de novo. I deny it. There is not a word of trath in it. 
It never entered into the contemplation of the men who drew the bill 
and who have studied it, I think, carefully, that any such resuit 
should follow. ae er 

Mr. LOGAN. Would not the papers where the application has not 
been allowed here be referred to that court? al 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Why, Mr. President, it seems to me that 4 man 
at all clear-headed in matters of business must understand what = 
result will be. Jf this amendment should become a law the first 
thing to be done in the Pension Office is to go through and assert, 7 
I may so express myself, the claims there pending. It is or - 
that about 25 per cent. of them are ready for final hearing, but pod 
are scattered here and there by their numberthrough the great 
of claims and are now as a rule reached in their regular order on 
Therefore I say that if the bill shall pass as proposed to be amene - 
the officers of the Pension Office will have to go to work _—— 2 
out from the mass those that are ready for hearing and lay 
aside for present determination. : 

Mr. LOGAN. What will be done with the rest? ; 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Then the pensioners’ court, as the Sena 


be. 


Calse 


on 


tor from 


Illinois calls it, as I understand, will be furnished in each case with 
the points upen which additional testimony is requ! 


Where te& 
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spy is on file establishing certain points needed to be established 
timonuy ** < 


has authority if he so desires to remit back to this court or whatever 


nat evidence Will stand, and this pensioners’ court will be required | it may be an examination of the cases not yet allowed at the time the 


ate, to procure, to furnish evidence upon points that are 
sot covered by the testimony already on file. rm 
ur. LOGAN. If the Senator right there will allow me, I will show 
som exactly What I maintain, and I will give him the reasons for it 
iv oplycalling his attention tothe amendment. This is the language 
che amendment, and if it does not sustain what I said then I mis- 
“derstand the English language: 


+p investlgé 


1 payments of pensions under this act of persons not on the pension-roll at 
vee of the passage of this act shall be made as far as may be practicable 

‘r the provisions hereinafter contained. 
his isin the first section of the bill, that the pensions not allowed 
+ he allowed under this machinery. That is exactly the language 
Mp, KIRKWOOD. The Senator from Illinois speaks of an amend- 
ont of Which I know nothing. 

Mr. LOGAN. I addressed myself to the amendment which was 
fered to the amendment after the original amendment Was sub- 
mitted. The amendment to the amendment was offered by the Sen- 
ator who submitted the amendment as a part of the amendment, and 
+ was read at the Secretary’s desk; it is fastened to the amendment 
nd is to be discussed in reference to it. 

“Mr. CONKLING. It is pending now. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly it is, and is a part of the amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. And must be voted upon. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. That is, it is offered as an amendment to the 
smendment, which is the bill as it was reported from the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly, that is what I said. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. But the Senator ought not to characterize as 
part of the bill an amendment offered to it by an individual Senator. 
* Mr. LOGAN. It was offered by the chairman of the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. WITHERS. Notas a representative of the committee at all; 
ut without authority from the committee. 

Mr. LOGAN. It makes no difference; it is now pending before the 
Senate the same as any other portion of the amendment, and I dis- 
cussed it,and I said that under this amendment every pension claim 
nthe Pension Office not yet decided at the time this bill shall pass, 
if it shall become a law, by the order of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions could be referred to this court. That is what I said, and that 
is the language of it. 


Mr. WITHERS. Will the Senator from Iowa permit me a moment’? | 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. Certainly. 

Mr. WITHERS. I will state in explanation that the whole object 
of the amendment to the amendment was to effect, if possible, such 
achange in the phraseology of the original amendment as would 
render it no longer obnoxious to the point of order; that it sought 
simply to prescribe the methods and conditions under which the 


money appropriated by this bill should be expended; and that it | 


consequeutly only operated for one year, the desire being to remove 
the objection made by the point of order. I would state in addition 
that the criticism of the Senator from Illinois is not, in my judgment, 
well founded, taking the phraseology of the amendment itself as the 
basis for interpretation. 

Mr. LOGAN. That isa difference of opinion. * 

Mr. WITHERS. The point which the Senator stated was carefully 
considered before I offered the amendment to the amendment, and it 
was designed to obviate the very objection which he has urged, that 
the phraseology used in the amendment was adopted so as to make it 
applicable to the cases not now on the pension-rolls, so far as it is 
practicable to do so, it being the intent and object of the amendment 


bill shall pass; and I will state the reason, so that the Senator can see 
exactly what my position is. You provide nowiere in the bill any 
rules or regulations as to what cases they shall examine or what cases 
they shall not examine, but you leave the whole thing to the Com 
missioner of Pensions to make rules and regulations for this court, o 
for these examiners, for witnesses, for everything connected w 

pension claims not yet determined, and that under 
regulations he may remand these cases for examination. 
substantially, and I repeat it. l 


hese rules anc 

I said t 
That is in the bill, and it is a part 
the bill without the amendment to 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Thesituation, then, is thus: 1ate Commit 
tee on Pensions prepare and report tothe Senatea bill. Anindividua 
member of the Senate proposes an amendment to that bill, and the 
Senator from Illinois in discussing the general features of the bill 
incorporates in it, without the vote ot the Senate, the proposed 
amendment to the bill of the committee. It seems to me it is hardly 
legitimate to do that, but the Senator from Illinois must judge for 
himself. But the Senator insists that leaving this amdedment out, 
under the provisions of the billit is in the power of the Commissioner 
of Pensions to refer to this examining court the evidence in claims 
where the evidence is already complete, and the evidence taken in 
cases where the evidence is not yet completed. It seems to me that 
is avery strange assumption. You might just as well say that the 
Commissioner of Pensions can at this time, if we do not pass the bil! 
proposed as an amendment to the appropriation bill, throw aside al 
the proof in these cases and compel all parties to begin over 
again. One is just as reasonable as the other. 

If after the passge of this bill the Commissioner of Pensions can 
throw aside the testimony taken in completed cases and require them 
to be re-examined before this board, then he can throw aside under 
the authority he now has that same proof and require the claimant 
to go to work again and reproduce it. Whatis the purpose of the bill ? 
The purpose of the bill is to furnish the complete testimony necessary 
to the determination of pension cases, to furnish it where it has not 
yet been furnished, and complete it where it has been partially fur- 
nished. That is the purpose of the bill. That is the only purpose of 
the bill in this feature of it; and to say that because we provide a 
different mode of furnishing proof, that has not been furnished, there- 
fore the Commissioner will be justified in throwing aside the proot 
that has been taken under the existing law, is presuming upon not 
only a degree of imbecility upon the part of any Commissioner that 
is incredible, but is presuming, it seems to me, somewhat large! 


} *) 
the senat 





pou 
the credulity of the body to whom the argument is addressed 
Mr. LOGAN. The Senator does not wish to misinterpret what | 


said, and I think he will agree with me if he will retlect for a moment 

Under the law the Commissioner of Pensions has a right to reject 
any case. He has a right to send any case back for examination 

He has a right to send a special agent to examine any pensioner ot 
claimant. He has a right to send a surgeon to do that. Now, it he 
has these rights, and you give him a right to make rules and regula- 
tions under the present measure that you desire enacted, without 
prescribing any mode in the bill ourselves, but leave it to him to do 
it, I ask if it is not reasonable to suppose that he can send a case back 
if he has a suspicion. Suppose the case is complete so far as the evi- 
dence is concerned. If itis complete, why does he not allowit? But 
inasmuch as it is complete, and he does not allow it, and has a sus- 


| picion of the case, can he not send that case back to these examiners 


| you propose for examination ? 
| your proposed law to do that ? 


that those cases which had been examined in the Pension Office, as | 


the Senator from Iowa has well said, and the proof of which had 
been nearly or quite perfected, should not be affected at all by the 
operations of theamendment. But still it isan amendment offered by 


nee of the Senate, if they think proper to do so, to vote down that 
amendment, and I should vote it down myself if I believed it was 


obnoxions to the objection made by the Senator from Illinois; which 
I do not believe. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. Of course the Senator from Illinois did not 
wish to place the bill or those who favor it in any false position. We 


aré hot to suppose that of each other at all: and yet I submit to him | 


| 


Is not the authority broad enough in 
Do you not contemplate that? That 
is exactly what I said, that he could send all these cases back to this 
board that you authorize for a re-examination. I do not mean for 
retaking all the evidence, but for supporting it or examining it, for 
ascertaining all about it, he may send every one of them back; and 
you provide for that very thing in your proposition by giving him 
authority to make all rules and regulations in reference to evidence, 


ws | in reference to examinations, in reference to everything else except 
uyself to an amendment pending, and it is entirely within the prov- | 


merely you provide for the appointment of certain persons. That is 


| what I said, and I still say it; and that is exactly what your propo 


in all candor whether it is precisely fair to criticise as part of the | 


Nn . 
bill coming from the committee and subject the bill to criticism as 


‘came from the committee on account of an amendment offered by 


an individual member of the Senate to the bill as it came from the 
committee, 


Mr. LOGAN. The Senator 
said. I spoke of it 
‘tom Virg 
original 


en 4 part of the measure, for the reason it 
® Senate the same as the bill. 


certainly does not understand what I 
as being an amendment ofiered by the Senator 


d to be voted upon by 
Without that Isaid substantially this, that even 
the Committ amendment under the provisions of the bill offered by 
bill, with ee on Pensions as an amendment to the appropriation 

, out the amendment that I was discussing, the Commissioner 


inia, which was before the Senate to become a part of the | 
amendment, and therefore I discussed it the same as if it | 


sition is. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The Senator from Illinois can ask a longer ques 
tion than almost any person that I ever knew. 

Mr. LOGAN. I did not ask a question. I was only stati 
proposition. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I said, and desire to repeat, that the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions has not and will not have a particle of power with 


reference to a claim after this amendment shall have been passed, if 


| trom Illinois while I repeat that. 


it shall pass, that he has not to-day with reference to cases now pend- 
ing in his oftice. I will be glad to have the attention of the Senator 
I say if this bill shall pass the 


| Commissioner of Pensions will not have under it one particle of power 


| 


in regard to cases in which the testimony is complete or partiall) 
furnished and incomplete that he has not to-day in regard to the same 
identical cases. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator will understand that my whole argu- 
ment went to the point that the Commissioner of Pensions under 
the present law had all the power he could desire and all the power 
that any Congress ought to give him. That was my argument. I 
do say he has the power under the present law, and inasmuch as he 
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has it under the present law, why do you wish to change it so as 
‘0 throw it into another channel which is cumbersome and incon- 
venient? That is exactly the point I made in my argument, that all 
the power that is necessary for the Commissioner of Pensions for ex- 
amining claimants by special agents, by surgeons, by boards of sur- 
geons, wherever he has a suspicion, exists under the law now ample 
and complete. That is exactly what I said, and I say so still. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The Senator has a right to say it as oitenas he 
has the opportunity. ; 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator asked me if that was not so and I just 
repeated it. You appealed tome to know and I thought I would state 
it to you. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I understood the Senator from Illinois to claim 
that this bill as presented here gave to the Commissioner of Pensions, 

n case it should pass, power that he had not in regard to the pro- 
curement of proof in cases pending before him. I say the Senator 
from Illinois is mistaken in that regard. I say the bill is designed 
only and can be used only by any man with common sense to enable 
the Commissioner of Pensions to complete the proof in uncompleted 
cases, and to procure the proof in cases where no proof has been pro- 
duced already, and where cases are complete now in their proof be- 
fore the Commissioner of Pensions it is perfectly idle to argue or 
assert that those cases completed will be sent to anybody for inves- 
tigation. The Commissioner has power to-day when he takes up a 
‘ase in which the proof is completed to say “I will not determine it, 
but I will require additional proof ;” or, “I will have all these wit- 
nesses testify over again.” He has that power to-day, but no man 
exercises it; and I say the bill does not give to the Commissioner of 
Pensions in this regard, in the examination of claims, one particle of 
power beyond that which he has to-day in the same direction. It 
merely changes the mode in which the incomplete testimony shall be 
preduced or new testimony taken. 

The Senator says that the Commissioner of Pensions has to-day full, 
ample, and complete power over the whole subject. He has too much 
power, and this bill is designed to curtail his power in some particu- 
jars. In one very important particular it is designed to curtail his 
power. There is one thing that has caused, and properly caused, an 
immense deal of hard feeling among the soldiers of our country, and 
that is the fact that pensions already granted are suspended without 
giving the pensioner a chance to be heard. 

Mr. LOGAN. What do you propose to do with that case ? 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I will say directly if the Senator will give me 
time to make my speech within my time. When the present Com- 
missioner of Pensions came into oftice—— 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator does not wish, I know, to be incorrect 
on the record, and if he will allow me I will read to him the law to 
show that the Commissioner cannot suspend a pensioner to-day un- 
less he gives him notice. That is the law now. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Read the law. 

Mr. LOGAN. I read section 3 of the act of June 21, 1879: 

That sections 4771, 4772, and 4773 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
providing for biennial examinations of pensioners, are hereby repealed: Provided, 
That the Commissioner of Pensions shall have the same power as heretofore to 
order special examinations, whenever, in his judgment, the same may be necessary, 
and to increase or reduce the pension according to right and justice; but in no 
ease shall a pension be withdrawn or reduced except upon notice to the pensioner 
and a hearing upon sworn testimony, except as to the certificate of the examin- 
bg surgeon. 

Phat is the law now. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Certainly it is, but what does that refer to? 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator said the bill proposed as an amendment 
could not allow the Commissioner to reduce a pension without giving 
notice. I say that is the law now. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The Senator is incorrect in making the state- 
ment. I did not say that the Commissioner of Pensions had power 
now to reduce the amount of pension a man was receiving without 
notice, but I say he has to-day the power to suspend a man’s claims, 
to suspend his pension, upon the theory that it is fraudulent. Thatis 
a different thing from reducing the amount of a soldier’s pension. 
Does the Senator from Illinois deny that to-day the Commissioner of 
Pensions can exercise the power upon the ground that a claim is fraud- 
ulent tosuspend the payment of that claim entirely and drop the name 
froin the roll? 

Mr. LOGAN. Of course he can do it. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Of course he can, and he ought not to have the 
power to do it. 

Mr. LOGAN. You do not take the power from him in the amend- 
ment which you support. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. If it passes he would not have the power to do 
t. When the present Commissioner of Pensions came into oflice, the 
rule was, as it came down to him, that when there was reason to sus- 
pect that a claim was fraudulent, a special agent was sent out, who 
took affidavits and returned them with his report to the Pension 
Office; and thereupon very often a poor pensioner found his name 
dropped from the pension-roll, and the first knowledge he had of that 
fact was a notification from the pension agent that he was to receive 
no more pension. The present Commissioner changed that by his 
ewn order. He required that after the special agent had gone by his 
order into a neighborhood to examine into the question whether or 
not a claim was fraudulent, and had taken such evidence as he could 
gather upon that paint, he should then notify the pensioner not of 
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the names of the witnesses but of the substance of the test 
against him, and he should then take the testimony of such ae cr: 
as the pensioner would produce. In other words. the present (° 
missioner of Pensions, against whom so much complaint is p on re 
eralized the rule; but it is still leftin the power of the Cerne > 
by means of this secret agency to drop a pensioner from oe 
The bill of which the Senator from Illinois complains so muc} ged : 
against all that in the future, and takes that power from th ar 
missioner of Pensions,except in cases where the party whoee n ane 
is attacked has full notice of it, and has the right to go before + 
pension court, as it is called, and hear the testimony of the ‘ile oe 
against him and produce counter testimony upon his own side ; 
tain his claim, a privilege never had before. a 

Mr. LOGAN. It is the law now. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. No, sir, it is not the law now unless I am | 
taken. If this bill shall pass, what will follow? As I said, the oe 
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ent force in the Pension Office will be set to work to assort the clai, 

in that office, laying aside for determination those in which the eree! 
is complete, preparing abstracts showing what additional proof is 
needed in cases where the proof is incomplete, and referring to ¢)j. 
pensioners’ court the claim in which no proof has been presented 
Then the force in the Pension Office goes to work to determine and 
settle those cases that are complete and which should be allowed ¢o. 
day and which would be allowed to-day if they were not smothere: 
in by hundreds and thousands of incomplete cases standing before 
them on the calendar of the Pension Office. a 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him what there js 
to hinder them from assorting the cases now without passing this 
bill? There is nothing in the world except that they do not want to 
do it; that is all. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. No, the Senator is mistaken. I have been ip- 
strumental in doing it perhaps as well as the Senator, and I have felt 
all the time that I was perhaps doing wrong. The man whose claim 
is incomplete has a right to be heard in his order as well as the man 
whose claim is complete. The Senator and myself and other Senators 
who hear me have been sending letters to the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions asking to have cases taken up out of their order, and it some- 
times has been done; and every time it has been done injustice has 
been done to some other men who have not made that application to 
a friend in Washington. Every time you go to work to take upa 
case out of its order you delay just so much longer the examination 
of the cases that stand before it. It is done occasionally, and yet it 
is not fair that it should be done. The work of from ten to twenty 
clerks at every session of Congress that we are here is taken up i: 
that way that should be devoted to the examination of these claims. 
The attention of those clerks is taken up in answering the letters that 
members of Congress send there inquiring about tho condition of 
claims out of their order. 

One of the troubles in regard to testimony taken in these cases 
that it is taken very frequently before justices of the peace who an 
unskilled in preparing affidavits, and it often happens (I have seer 
it over and over again in cases passing through my hands as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Pensions) that an affidavit, where probably 
the witness knew all that was important to be told, has been put 
down in so bungling a way that it is worth no more in the case tha 
so much waste paper. A witness will state his conclusions merely 
without stating the facts upon which he bases his conclusions 
means of knowledge. A great amount of the testimony taken in tha: 
way under the present system, by men who do not understand either 
the pension law or know the way to prepare testimony, is perfectly 
useless, because wholly informal and not containing that w! 
necessary to give it validity. ; 

If the system proposed prevails nine-tenths of the witness 
haps will be taken before men who do understand what the pe! 
law is; men who do understand how affidavits should be prepat 
in order to give them force and effect, and there their testimony Ww 


be reduced to writing, and brought in proper form before the boar 
that has to determine upon the validity of the claim. You wii tne 
these courts in every congressional district in our country, ane } 
will gather together the testimony much more speedily than * 
now gathered in the way of writing letters from one pare Ci '™ 
country to another part of the country, asking for the appeata! 
men before a justice of the peace to give their testimony 11 
indicated. It promises more speedy results ; if promises mo! 
tain results ; and because it promises more speedy results and : 
it promises more certain results it is for the benefit of the men \® 
are to be benefited by these pensions if they shall ever be grantes 

At one time it was said of this proposed law that it entave Aer 
enormous expense upon the pensioner. The idea was given ol "|" 
he had to pay the fees that would be charged by those men tor Goi) 
this work. It is wholly a mistake. The pensioner does not pay 0" 
cent of the fees provided for in the bill; it is all paid by the Gover’ 
ment. The only expense he is put to is in getting his witnes*” 
the place where this testimony is to be given. _ . 

Mr. LOGAN. That isthe only expense there isaboutit. — 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. «And that he has to do now. I suppose bt 
to do that now. There is no provision of law I know of that oa 
the pensioner now to get his neighbor to go to the county seat, oF“ 
place else, to give his testimony without paying for it. : 

Mr. LOGAN. It is now taken before a justice of the peace. 
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ve KIRKWOOD. Yes; he can go before a justice of the peace; 
+ then he must go with the affidavit from the justice of the peace 
“the county seat_to get the seal of the « lerk of the court upon it, 
° he must pay the clerk of the court for doing that. 
“vir LOGAN. The pensioner has to do that ? 
Me KIRKWOOD. Certainly. oe 
+. LOGAN. But he does not have to take the witness there, and 
aml nse of taking a witness there is avoided as the law now 
’ Mr. KIRKW¢ OD. I think the experience of the Sezator from Illi- 
~ : ¢hat nine-tenths ora large portion of these affidavits are taken 
1 ‘ ‘pounty seat at last. The pensioner must get his witness to 
ome place to get his affidavit, and under the present system 
a al pay his expenses, and if it is taken before a justice, as I be- 
oe eaid, he must then take the affidavit after he has it to the county 
* 2 rot attached to it the seal of the clerk of the court of the 


‘ 


ar to show that the justice of the peace is a justice, and he must 
nay the fees consequent upon that. Under this bill we make some 
“hanges in that regard. Declarations, as they are called, must now 
» amade before a court of record ; that is, the declaration of the party 
‘onlving for a pension must be made before a court of record. Under 
a bill those declarations would be made before this pension court, 
it iscalled. If they are made before a court of record the expense 
attending upon it is to be paid by the applicant. If they are made 
‘nder this bill before this pension court they are made without any 
expense to the pensioner. — J ; 

\gain, as to the section in regard to the increase of pension for dis- 
pility, ander the existing law, when an application is made for an 


‘nerease of pension by reason of an increase of disability, if the in- 
rease is granted that now commences from the date of the examina- 
ion before the surgeon upon whose report the increase is allowed. 
For instance, @ man is rated upon the pension-rolls at a certain rate 
to-day. His pension ought to be increased as he thinks, and he ap- 
nlies to the Pension Commissioner for an increase. After awile his 
request is taken up and examined, and an order is sent out for his ex- 
amination before an examining surgeon at some time in the future, 
nd if the increase is approved, under the existing law that increase 
dates from the report of the surgeon. Under this bill if the increase 
s allowed, it dates from the time of his application for the increase, 
: benefit to him of several months or perhaps a year in each case. 
Again, the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HAMLIN,] who I do not now 
see in his seat, on Saturday, when the Senator from Illinois was speak- 
g upon this subject, said that the county in which he lived was 
something like two hundred miles long, and that it would be a great 
tance for witnesses in that county to come from all parts of it to 
he place where this pension court would sit; and I understood the 
Senator from Illinois to say that under this bill they would have to 
gothere. Let me read section 5 of the bill now proposed by the Sen- 
tor from Virginia as an amendment. 
That in case medical examinations of gery and pension claimants, or the 
timony of any witnesses, are required, which cannot well be made or obtained, 
rwhich it appears to the Commissioner of Pensions are unnecessary to be made 
obtained in the manner provided in section 2 of this act, the same may be made 
tained in such other manner as the Commissioner of Pensions shall direct; 
| he is hereby required to make convenient rules and regulations for the making 
1 medical examinations and for the obtaining of such testimony, and to that 
designate any surgeon convenient to the pensioner or claimant to make 
cal examination, and any officer authorized to administer oaths convenient 
sed witnesses to take such testimony, notice of time and place of taking 
such testimony having previously been given to claimant. 
There isa complete answer to the question asked by the Senator 
irom Maine. It will be inconvenient, doubtless, to bring all these wit- 
esses to the county seat, especially in sparsely-settled portions of 
wrcountry, such as the county in which the Senator from Maine 
“ays he live’, and so in our Territories; and in order to avoid that 
‘te Commissioner of Pensions is not only authorized, but he is re- 
ured to make regulations by which this testimony can be taken by 
al officer authorized to take oaths, and by which the examina- 
usto be made by the surgeon can be made by a local surgeon, 
Yoding the very difficulty suggested by the Senator from Maine on 
turday, which still remained in the mind of the Senator from IIli- 
is, although he was engaged in discussing this section of the bill 
ug others. 
‘Le Senator from Illinois on Saturday drew a very pathetic picture 
‘a poor soldier in his own State, I believe, who had been in the 
ion service during the war, and was poor and sick and unable to 
rhish the proof requisite to establish his right to a pension. I do 
i precisely the pertinence of that pathetic story. What is the 
‘yo: the Commissioner of Pensions? Some people seem to appre- 
‘ at he is placed in his office with a discretionary power to grant 
“nsion to any person he may think entitled to it; that if a strong 
eal i made to his sympathy and his sympathetic feelings overcome 
~y Hen oe ay grant a pension upon his sympathy ; in other words, 
he has the power to say in substance for what causes pensions 
yp, stanted. Ido not so understand the duty of the Commissioner 
~ “islous atail. He is an officer of the Government, appointed and 
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' to execute the law we make for him. The law-making power 
“vovernment determines what causes shall entitle a man toa pen- 
che, SPecities those causes in the statutes relating to pensions and 
“be Commissioner of Pe > 

‘ay what the 


on a 
“ore right t 


nsions sits there as a judge sits in a court, not 
law shonld be but to say what the law is. He has 
t ’ . . . . : : 

0 allow a pension outside of the law under which he 





acts than you, Mr. President, [Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, in the 
chair, ] when sitting upon the bench of the courts of your State had 
a right to allow a plaintiff to recover against a defendant when he 
did not furnish proof under the law to show that he was entitled t 
recover. That is, I understand, the duty of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions. 


There are thousands of men, unfortunately, in our country who are 
entitled to pensions if they could make the necessary proof; but the 
men by whom they could make the proof are dead or they cannot be 
found, and the proof cannot be made. I repeatit, unless the proof be 
made to bring the case within the law as we write it the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions is not only powerless to grant a pension, but he 
would violate his oath of office if he did grant a pension without 
that proof. Therefore Congress in its capacity as a law-maker is ap- 
pealed to at every session of Congress, and bills are bronght before 
the Senate and before the House, sitting as a court of equity to grant 
relief where by the strict rales of the law the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions cannot do it; and your Committee on Pensions in this body and 
your Committee on Pensions in the other body once at least in every 
week have their time taken up in the examination of these cases, 
and when they find, as they do find frequently, that although the proof 
is too incomplete to justify the Commissioner of Pensions to allow a 
pension, yet, looking at the case in its broad equity, the man is, in 
their judgment, entitled to a pension, they make a law for his case, 
because every special act whieh we pass here granting a pension isa 
law made to cover the particular case of a man for whose benefit it 
ispassed. Itisnotright that the impression should go abroad that the 
Commissionerof Pensions has discretion to override the law and grant 
pensions where the proof does not come within the law and come up to 
the law. Itis possible that a person might be found to take the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions who would disregard the obligations of the 
oath he takes and erect himself into a law-making power instead of 
a power to administer the law. That is possible, but I do not think 
it is desirable. It seems tome it would be rather dangerous to allow 
any map, soldier or civilian, to have the power to say that in his 
judgment such and such a man ought to have a pension, and because 
of his judgment to give him one. 

When I was speaking a short time ago of the work done by the 
present Commissioner of Pensions, I omitted to notice one fact to which 
I wish to call attention in his justification. It is complained, bit- 
terly complained, that great delay occurs in the hearing of pension 
cases. It undoubtedly is so; it must continue to be so; and much 
more will it continue, in my judgment, if this bill should not pass. 
But how has it beenin the past? In 1580, the year just closed, there 
were decided in the Pension Office of cases that had been commenced 
in 1862 fifteen cases, that had been there for eighteen years, thirteen 
years before the present Commissioner took his office. Of cases com- 
menced in 1863 there were two hundred and fifty-nine cases decided 
by the Commissioner during the last year. Of cases commenced in 
1564 there were two hundred and twenty-two cases decided during 
the last year. Of cases commenced in 1865 there were one hundred 
and seventy-nine decided during the last year. Of cases commenced 
in 1866 there were two hundred and forty-five; of cases commenced 
in 1867 there were one hundred and ninety-four ; of cases commenced 
in 1868 there were one hundred and nine; of cases commenced in 1869 
there were sixty-four; of cases commenced in 1870 there were two 
hundred and thirty-three. Of cases commenced between 1862 and 
1865, counting both years, there were six hundred and seventy-five 
disposed of last year by the present Commissioner of Pensions; and 
of cases commenced between 1560 and 1270, counting both years, there 
were 1,520 decided by the present Commissioner of Pensions during 
the last year. So that it seems that we have had a series of incom- 
petent Commissioners, if time is to be the only means by which we 
are to judge of their efliciency. 

I believe that I have consumed as much of the time of the Senate 
as I desire to consume in this matter. I have but to say further that 
the idea has been held forth that this is the Commissioner’s bill ; that 
it is Bentley’s bill. I am not speaking of what is done on the floor 
here, but what is doné outside. An effort having been made, as I 
think unjustly, to make him unpopular this appellation is given to 
the bill for the purpose of making it unpopular, as well as the Com 
missioner. The bill is not the bill of the Commissioner of Pensions; 
it is the bill of the Committee on Pensions. They are responsible for 
it; they have consulted with him about it largely; and they have 
consulted with the pension agents as well; but the responsibility for 
reporting the bill rests with the Committee on Pensions; the respon- 
sibility for its authorship rests with the Committee on Pensions; and 
for one I assume cheerfully my share of that responsibility. 

I do not propose to compete here or elsewhere in making statements 
of devotion to the interest of the soldiers of our country who served 
in the Union Army. Those of them in my own State have I appre- 
hend formed their opinion whether or not I am their friend. Iam 
sure they have not done it because I ever professed to be especially 
their friend. If they have made up their mind in my favor it has 
been for some reason other than my special protestations of friend- 
ship for them. I have allowed them to judge in regard to that mat- 
ter from what I have done instead of from what I have said. I do 
not pretend here to say what their judgment may be on that subject 
but I am satisfied that if their judgment is, as I hope it is, that I hav 
tried in my way in the past to show by my actions that I am their 
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friend, however they may differ with me as to the merits of this bill, 
that will not change their opinion. If they should think, as I do not, 
that this is not a good bill, they will overlook my support of it be- 
cause they will think I have erred by mistake and not by inten- 
tion. 

I was anxious to have this bill discussed before the country, sothat 
both sides of it could be presented. But one side of it has been pre- 
sented until quite recently. During the last year men occupying 
prominent places, as I understand, among the soldiers of the country, 
in what is called the Grand Army of the Republic, had their atten- 
tion called to this bill by a speech made by the Commissioner of Pen- 


sions some place North, Ido not remember where, and by their request | 


a large number of copies of the bill were sent to different posts of the 
Grand Army ef the Republic, in order that they might examine the 
bill upon its merits, and not take the statements of those who op- 
posed it as a means of judging of this question. 

I had the opportunity the other day of presenting nearly one hun- 
dred memorials and resolutions passed by different posts of the Grand 
Army of the Republic in favor of the passage of this bill. I have 
also presented a number of petitions against its passage, two this 
morning. But as an indication of the means taken to prejudice the 
public mind in regard to this bill and to create the impression that 
it is an unsafe bill for the soldiers, I will relate a single instance, and 
then relieve the Senate. 
ter from a lady living in the State of Iowa, written in pathetic lan- 
guage, entreating me to oppose the passage of this bill as one calcu- 
lated and intended to injure the soldiers of thecountry. I answered 


the lady, of course, as respectfully as I knew how, telling her that I | 


thought she was mistaken as to the tenor and effect of the bill, and 
that I was sure she was mistakén as to the purpose of those by whom 
it was promoted ; and the matter passed from my mind. A fewdays 
afterward I saw, I think in the New York Tribune, in some one of 
the New York papers, a piece of information picked up by these irre- 
pressible reporters who have a faculty of discovering everything, it 
appears, and are bound to print it when they discover it. 


Houses, and the letter I received from the lady in Iowa was a precise 


copy of the letter sent out from this city, 1 suppose, all over the | 
country. I fortunately had enough of the letter preserved to compare | 


it word by word, letter by letter. The poor woman had received that 
circular and had gone to the trouble of sitting down and copying it 
twice, sending one copy of it to me and one copy to the other House, 
I suppose, to her member there, and knowing nothing at all in regard 


the agency by which it was sent to her. 


scrupulous effort has been made outside of this Chamber to preju- 


dice this system in the minds of the men who are to be benefited by | 


it and for whose benefit it has been originated; and I trust that this 
discussion, if it has no other effect, will have the effect of showing 
that there are other men, as well as those who have outside of this 


Chamber sought to misrepresent this bill, who are their true friends. | 


Mr. LOGAN. Ido not wish to discuss this bill any further, but 
with one statement I wish to give notice that if this amendment shall 
not be adopted, as I hope it will not, I shall propose an amendment. 
I have a bill somewhere with the amendment on it. I had the bill 
and the amendment together. 


I want to call the Senator’s attention just to one thing, not by way | 


of discussion, but that he may look over his memorandum and see 
whether he is not mistaken in calling the attention of the Senate to 
the amount of claims allowed from 1561 to 1871. I think he forgot to 
state the number of claims that have been allowed during the last 
year. I desire to make the statement that duiing the last year 4,000 
claims were allowed during one month and 200 rejected. At that rate 
48,000 claims would be allowed during a year, with 2,400 rejected. 


Pension Oftice would be examined and allowed or rejected. 


claims that he speaks of there are included in that 300,000 over 80,000 
rejected claims, that stand on the books to-day rejected, which leaves 
only about 220,000 claims there to be examined. I make this state- 
ment so that the Senator can examine and see whether he is correct, 
or whether I am. 

What I desired to state was that the five hundred and forty officers 
who are to be appointed under this amendment, if you rate them at 
$3,000, and I do not believe you can get officers for less than $3,000 a 
year, will be over a million and a half of dollars per annum. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The bill provides expressly that they shall not 
receive a dollar except their fees and $3 a day. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iunderstand that, but the fees are bound to come up 
to that, or you cannot get the proper men to perform the office. That 
is what I speak of. 


t | between the devil and the deep sea. 
Within the last ten days I received a let- | 


i : . : . || that sort of thing, the men the hearing of whose cases will | 
to the merits of the bill more than was contained in the circular of | 


| it conld be practically enforced in my State. 
. : ne | one set of these officers in each congressional district 
According to that rate, in three years every pension claim in the | = 
The | 
Senator fails to state that in the examination of the 300,000 pension | 


| duties. 





num that the Government must pay for fees and salaries, and if you | 


say you can get them for $2,000 a year, that will amount to over a 
million a year right under your bill. 
pension claims per month with the present force they have, the 
amendment that I shall propose is to increase the salary of the chiefs 


“een Ye Seamgpeimys tar Pg I have one right here now that is a sample on one 
Now, ey can allow 4, 


| This letter I received this morning. 


of divisions, I do not remember how many there are, probably eight | 


or nine, to $2,000 per annum, so that men may be selected who are 
perfectly competent. They can be obtained for that amount of money, 


and perhaps the very chiefs who are there now 
shall propose to increase the clerical force fift 
ficient, or, if that is not sufficient, more; but fifty are as manv 
asked for at any time. I propose to give the Commissior oe 
thousand dollars a year for the fifty clerks will be $50 a rthat, A 
crease on the other salaries will be$200a yeareach, which at os 
twothousand dollars, which will make $52,000. For$52.000 von...” 
all the necessary labor to perform what this million anda ha Sea 
would perform, and it would be better performed. That is the ar 
ment which I shall propose to the bill, provided the bill eee 
sidered out of order as an amendment to an appropriation b 1 
is all I desire to say. Peg ee 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. A single word in reply, if the Senate v 
dulge me. I am glad the Senator called my attention to en 
in the month of October an unusually large number of 
was allowed. That was so, and why? | 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not know why. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Perhaps the Senator will appr: 
[ give him. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. I do not understand it 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The Commissioner of Pensions js j “2 
tion a good deal like a character I have read of who had a cl.o; 
He was pressed upon on aida 
and hardly pressed, to take up and examine claims, in which the pro, 
is completed, out of their order; he is pressed upon the other side Ip 
those whose claims are not complete to take up everything in is 
order, so that the incomplete claimants may be informed of what :. 
necessary to their completion. That is the dilemma he finds en li 
in. In October or September, I do not remember which, he y ielded 
to the pressure in one direction and did take up ont of their oadier 
number of claims and decided them, and by his so doing he delayed 


delayed 


are competent, I 
y, which vv ill } 


als 


e anf 


and the 


fact t} 


pension 


ii Ws 


16 Yroot 


| just so much longer the giving to the men whose claims were ineoy 
| plete the information they had the right to expect at his hand in 

| order. ; 
It gave | 
the form of a letter to be addressed to members of Congress in both | 


That is the explanation, as I understand it, of that matter 
Perhaps the Commissioner of Pensions did wrong, but Senators wh: 
have been pressing him to do that identical thing are not the men t; 
find fault with him because he did it. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator will understand that I am finding no 
fault. I only insist that he ought to do the same character of wor! 
every month, and not make the month of October an exception. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Then the Senator from Illinois will get 1 


i 


his back all the class of men whose claims will be delayed by doing 


© S&F 


back because that particular thing is done. He will, of course, 


; 5 | the applause of men who are benefited by it, but he should consid 
I repeat what I said before, a persistent, a determined, and an un- | 


as well the interests of those who will not be benefited but prejud 
by it. 
Mr. LOGAN. Congress was not in session in October, so that t! 


| particular requests from members of Congress that the Senator refer 
| to certainly do not apply to that labor that I have suggested. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. Oh, the requests go from home as well as frou 
the Capitol ; they go from our residences as well as from here. Now] 
will detain the Senate no longer. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President, is an amendment now in 
the amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. KIRK WOOD. 
comes, 


Mr. SAUNDERS. 


order to 


It is not. 


I have an amendment to offer when the tim 


The first vote, then, is to be taken upon the point 


| of order, and that as I understand it will settle the question as ti 


whether we can put in an amendment to the amendment or not. The 
amendment is impracticable as it now stands so far as my State 1s 
concerned. The bill asit stands now would have to be amendetl befor 
The bill provides for 

Mr. LOGAN. And you have but one? 

Mr. SAUNDERS. We have but one congressional district in out 
State, and this bill provides that the officers to be appointed under 
it shall visit each county seat three times in the year, besides other 
We have, I think, sixty-seven organized counties inmy Stat¢ 
which would make over two hundred visits; and if you give them 


| one day at each county seat, and that would be little time eno 
| it would require four hundred days for one year’s Work. 


S 


Senate can see at once that it would be impossible to carry out tH 
provisions of the amendment so far as the State that Ihave the hon 
in part to represent would be concerned. Si 
I have taken no particular part in the debate on this subject; I have 
left it to those who have examined it more carefully than I have but 
I have been governed a good deal by those in the country Wie are 


: : : . . > as closelt 
| interested in this matter and who examine these things fully as close 


an se or : | as we do here. 
That will amount to a million and a half per an- | ] 


I am governed by the men who are interested => 
I am getting letters every day from the country on this subject, ant 
nine out of ten of them condemn the provisions of oo = . 
point, ane +* 

4 " ir owa 
not think that point was answered fully by the Senator from I 
The writer says: 


to prove up my < lain 
i onsi courts, a 
get my witnesses before the pension cov 


If the Senate bill No. 496 becomes a law, Ishall not beable 
for it will be impossible for me to 
I could not pay their expenses. I 
all others like it 


i) ond 
eg you to do all you can to defeat that bill an 
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Then the writer further says: 


My claim is just, and I do not care how many spies or detectives come down to 
oP vate it, but if the bill (S. No. 496) becomes a law I will have to give up and 
ae the pension that I am properly entitled to. Only a pension claimant with 
aan could prove up a claim under that law, and a person with money does not 
need the pension. 


Mr. WITHERS. If the Senator will pemit me one moment, I will 
. + state that that isa verbatim copy of a circular which was sent 


‘nt from here, and I have got forty letters nearly indentically in the 
out {rot 3 } 


ne language. 

I. SAUNDERS. I have got them in different language. I get 
come of them in the language of that circular, and some I am sure are 
original. I presented remonstrances this morning from men whom I 
now tobe very intelligent gentlemen—whoare able tothink for them- 
selves. One of them is a member of the Legislature of the State where 
he lives, and others who are equally as intelligent with himself, and 
+hese men all say that they do not want this bill to become a law. 
Of course some oppose it for one reason and some for another. 

go far as 1 can understand it the committee have brought in this 
pill for the purpose mainly of guarding against fraud. I confess that 
{ am unable to see where that prevention comes in. They are 
allowed to hold their court in each county seat and to examine wit- 
nesses and to get their pay according to the number of witnesses. 
That is, they can only get fifty cents for one, and the inducement is 
evidently held out to get just as many witnesses as they can. If they 
can get a dozen witnesses that would be $6; if they have but one wit- 
ness they would only get fifty cents, so that so far as removing the 
cause for fraud is concerned it really invites it. 

If] could see any advantages in it, I would vote for its passage ; 
but if there are no advantages it is better to take the law we have, 
for that is now pretty well understood by the people, than to make 
a new one and be equally confused in understanding it, as was the 
case with the present bill at the beginning. So far as the people of 
the country are concerned, they have learned how to prepare their 
papers and how to bring their witnesses together. I know it was 
said by the Senator from Iowa that they had to have the same wit- 
nesses go before a justice of the peace as they would have to go be- 
fore these courts under the operation of this bill, but in this case they 
have got to go on a fixed day, at a certain time when this court is 
sitting, and it may not be convenient for witnesses to go at such 
times; whereas, on the other hand, they can take witnesses before a 
justice of the peace to suit their own time and the convenience of 
the witnesses themselves, so that it makes in that case against them 
rather than for them. 

Isay again that so far as fraud is concerned I cannot see but what 
the same inducements are held out in this bill that are in the present 
law, only that this bill provides for two persons to form the court— 
one, I suppose, to watch the other. One is to be of one party politi- 
cally, and the other is to belong to the other party, the presumption, 
[ suppose, being that if you get a dishonest man on one side you will 
get an honest man on the other. Have we any proof of that? If 
you get an honest man it does not matter to what party he belongs. 
lf you get an honest man one is as good as two or half a dozen; but 
if yon do not get an honest man, then you will be liable to have 
frauds practiced on the people and upon the Government the same 
as under the present law, so that it depends after all upon the man. 
Now, you have individuals going out from the Pension Bureau watch- 
ing the applicants to prevent fraud being practiced on the Govern- 
ment; I was going to say that there are scores of them out now; at 
any rate tens are out at this time on that very business, and it does 
seem to me that they ought to be able to detect most of these frauds 
atanyrate. I cannot see that the provisions of this act would make 
any Improvement in that particular. 

lam free to say if we can detect frauds and prevent individuals 
from getting in fraudulent claims itis our duty to do so, but I do not 
see that there is anything in the amendment to prevent fraud that 
is not already in the present law. 

Unless Ican learn something more on this subject than I know 
now of Ishall vote against the amendment; but if the decision on the 
(\uestion of order should be such that the amendment will finally 
come before the Senate, it must be amended, as Senators will see, to 
cover such cases as I have named in the State that I have the honor 
in part to represent. As I said, the law could not be carried out there 
at all, because the time would not permit the officers to do the work 
required of them. 

Mr. LOGAN. All the Territories are in the same condition. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Yes; all the Territories, and some other States 
aré In the same condition. 

_Mr. TELLER. I should like to call the attention of the Senate to 
the tact that the vote to be taken is not upon the amendment, but 
tpon the question of order simply. I do not propose myself to ex- 
yn ve opinion now upon the amendment nor upon the capabilities 
atm commissioner of Pensions. So far as I know he is capable, 
the ere een may be good. I have raised the question under 
ond cos .o rule. It seems to me the system is a pernicious one, 
ruled te - Which we ought not to indulge. If the amendment is 
ic uss in order this discussion will go on for some time yet. 
cca qTperopriation bill that ought to pass, and it ought to pass 
Done ner is a large aad here provided for, and that 

y ought to be in the hands of the proper authorities to be dis- 
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tributed. If this measure is a meritorious one it can come before the 
Senate in the way other bills come, and it can then be discussed if 
further discussion is needed, and pass or fail to pass as the case mav 


e. 

Mr. WITHERS. It is not my desire to delay action upon the pen- 
sion appropriation bill proper. I did desire that something should 
be said upon the merits of the amendment which I had the honor to 
propose to the appropriation bill, as the chairman of the Committee 
on Pensions. It has been so fiercely assailed by Senators on both 
sides of the Chamber that I thought fairness required that a state- 
ment should be made from some one friendly to the amendment be- 
fore the question of order should be determined by the Senate. I am 
perfectly willing that the Senate shall vote now upon the question 
of order submitted; and if the Senate shall determine, as I hope it 
will, that such an amendment as I propose is in order, I shall then 
desire to say something more particularly with regard to the details 
of the measure, and to produce what, in my judgment, are sound 
arguments to demonstrate that the bill is drawn, as it was designed 
to be, in the interest of the pensioners as the first consideration, in 
the interest of the Government as the second consideration, and that 
it would very materially expedite the decision of pension cases and 
protect the Government against the payment of pensions to persons 
not duly entitled to them. 

It is not my province particularly to enter upon any defense of the 
Commissioner of Pensions. If half that has been said on this floor is 
true, ne certainly is utterly unworthy of the confidence of the people 
or the position which he occupies. But candor and justice alike com- 
pel me to bear witness that, so far as my official intercourse with him 
is concerned, extending now over a period of four or five years, I have 
found him uniformly anxious apparently, and as I believe sincerely, 
to promote the interest of the pensioners and protect the interest of 
the Government at the same time. Certainly his efficiency in the 
office can be proved, as I think, by reference to the dispatch of busi- 
ness under him, the number of cases which have been determined 
during his administration being, as lam informed, in excess of those 
of any of his predecessors for the same period of time. 

I wish to say one word simply in regard to the amendment which 
I offered by the consent of the Senate, as I understood, the other day, 
the object of which simply was, if possible, to remove the point of 
order which was made by the Senator from Colorado against the 
amendment. I think it has been usually held here that an amend- 
ment could be ingrafted upon a general appropriation bill, the scope 
and effect of which was simply to limit the expenditure and pre- 
scribe the manner in which the expenditure under it was to be made. 
That is the whole object of the amendment to the amendment which 
Isubmitted. It was to limit the operation of the provisions of the 
amendment to the money appropriated by this bill, and, of course, it 
would only be of force forthe next fiscal year. I think that removes 
the point of the objection that it is general legislation, at any rate. 

Mr. TELLER. It is not possible that the amendment or modifica- 
tion can change the question that this is general legislation. With 
that kind of amendment the Senator might put on the Revised Stat- 
utes, if he saw fit, if they were not already in force. The simple 
question is whether this is legislation. Nobody can doubt it. I do 
not believe there is a Senator on this floor who does not know that 
this is general legislation of the most extensive character. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, Iask the Chair to state the point 
of order and have read the rule under which the point of order 
arises. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The rule under which the point of 
order is made is Rule 27, which will be read by the Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Noamendment which proposes general legislation shall be received to any general 
appropriation bill; nor shall any amendment not germane or relevant to the subject- 
matter contained in the bill be received ; nor shall any amendment to any item ot 
clause of such bill be received which does not directly relate thereto; and all ques 
tions of relevancy of amendments under this rule, when raised, shall be submitted 
to the Senate ond decided without debate ; and any amendment to a general appro 
priation bill may be laid on the table without prejudice to the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, I rise simply for the porpose of ex 
pressing the hope that a vote may be taken without further discussion 
upon the point of order. There is no doubt in my own mind that the 
point of order is welltaken. I shall therefore vote tosustain it ; and 
that being my view of the case, of course if it is sustained by a ma- 
jority of the Senate, further discussion upon the merits of the amend- 
ment would be unprofitable. If the debate continue and the amend- 
ment should be held to be in order, I shall desire to say something 
both upon the general subject of pensions and upon the particular 
provisions of the amendment that has been offered by the Senator 
from Virginia; but inasmuch as if the point of order should be sus- 
tained, discussion will be unavailing, I suggest, without wishing at 
all to limit debate, whether it would not be wise at this time to take 
the vote upon that part of the question and leave the rest for future 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, Is the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. WITHERS] as modified by 
him in order under Rule 27 ? 

The question was decided in the negative. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is held by the Sen- 
ate not to be in order. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the pending question? 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pension apy 
Committee of the Whole and open to amendment. 

Mr. PLUMB. I offered on Saturday an amendment 
pose of having it printed. I ask if it has been retur 
Printing-Office? If so, I ask that it be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Kansa 
offers an amendment, which will be read. 

The Curer CLerk. After line 17 it is proposed to in 

To provide fifty additional examiners for the Pension Othe 
clerks for the Pension Office I nd Surgeon 


respectively, necessary to rer 


ropriation bill is in 


200,000, To De Natei ivalial 


Mr. WITHERS. I1 » the point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. PLUMB. I desire all the attention of the Senator from 
Virginia to the fact that while we have voted down the proposition 
to amend the law by substituting new machinery for the old, it is con- 
ceded by every one that the pension law, as it at present stands, is 
not executed as rapidly as it should be to meet the necessities of the 
case. The trouble is not so much with the law as it is with the delay 
in its operation; that the pensioners are obliged to wait an unreason- 
able time for the adjustment of their cases, and while a good deal has 
been said about frauds on the Government in the obtaining of pen- 
sions under the present law, still I think in the main the great com- 
plaint, and that which most induced the Pensions Committee to offer 
the amendment which it did, and which has also been at the bottom 
of the various devices for new legislation, has been the fact that the 
present law does not afford to the applicant a speedy adjustment and 
determination of his claim for pension. My proposition is that the 
force engaged in the consideration of pension cases shall be increased. 

If one hundred and tifty examiners can dispose of fifteen hundred 
cases a month, two hundred examiners ought to be able to dispose of 
a proportionately greater number. It is one of those cases which if 
we do not settle it now is going to be an occasion of great reproach. 
It is nu saving to the Government to postpone the payment of the 
necessary salaries for the employment of the requisite force to prop- 
erly consider and determine the pension cases pending and those 
which are constantly filed. The Senate having said that bill No. 
496, as it was called, is not in order as an amendment to the pension 
appropriation bill, practically says that there shall be no legislation 
which will give either increased force or increased opportunity or 
efficiency to the Pension Bureau and that the 300,000 men whose ap- 
plications are now pending in the Pension Bureau shall continue to 
cool their heels waiting upon the slow processes of administration 
under the present law. 

The present condition of things is, I think, a national scandal. If 
we cannot agree that there shall be a new law, we can at least agree 
that there shall be added force for the purpose of carrying out the 
old law; and such a provision as I propose affords the only chance 
for legislation upon this subject the present session. It is only ¢ 
question of the expenditure of $200,000 more in an endeavor to expe- 
dite the business of the Pension Bureau; and this expenditure is as 
nothing added to the amount we already expend, and even less, when 
compared to the obligation we are under to the applicants whose 
claims are postponed and retarded either by lack of proper legisla- 
tion or of proper administration of the law already on the statute- 
book. Some time this cost has got to be incurred unless the Govern- 
ment means forever to shirk its obligation to do justice to these men. 

And while I am on that subject I desire to say something about 
that part of this discussion which relates to frauds on the Govern- 
ment. Iam notonthecommittee. I donot undertake to say, because 
I do not know anything about the percentage of frauds; and with 
all due respect to everybody I do not believe anybody else knows 
anything definite about the percentage of frauds perpetrated. The 
present law may be inefficient for the detection of frauds, and yet it 
has been shown in this debate that the money heretofore appropri- 
ated by Congress for the purpose of detecting frauds has not all been 
expended. I therefore assume that in the judgment of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions there was not sufficient ground for the use of the 
money voted and the employment of necessary force for the purpose 
of discovering frauds. Only about one-half of this money was ex- 
pended, as the Senator from Illinois reminds me, and if we expect to 
legislate so as to prevent all fraud we must expect to legislate so as 
to practically prevent all pensions. You cannot carry on machinery 
of such magnitude without some fraud being committed. Fraudu- 
lent claims are passed in the Quartermaster’s Department, and 
equally there is fraud in the allowance of claims in the Commissary 
Department. There are frauds committed in all branches of the pub- 
lic service; they are inseparable and always will be from large Gov- 
ernment instrumentalities of administration. 

This allegation of fraud, however, in this case has been a matter 
of sore and, as I think on the whole, just complaint from the great 
body of the ex-soldiers of this country. It has been so persistently 
urged, so constantly and always insisted upon, stated in so many 
forms, applied in so many ways, alleged to be of such great magni- 
tude, that it has come to be that every pensioner, more or less, con- 
siders himself under the suspicion of “the powers that be” and of 
the public asa man who has committed a fraud upon the Govern- 
ment in the obtaining of his pension. I think, therefore, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that this debate has gone far wrong in that particular. I do 
not believe that the frauds occurring in the Pension Bureau bear any 


|} and I do not believe any practical system we can adopt will 
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greater proportion to the amount disbursed than the 
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Departments of the Government. I believe they are only auch ac « 
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inseparable from the administration of a machine like that } 
i at bur 


Of course there is opportunity for fraud on account of the large rn. 
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ber of cases and the ex parte nature of proof permitted by the 1 an 
but I believe that in proportion to the amount expended the fr ; 


are even less than they are in other Departments of the Go oles 
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prevent fraud. The millennium is not here nor is it 


{ OMine +¢ 
year. But, however this may be, the first obligation a the read 
the Government is not to detect fraud, but to discharge f a 
and fully the obligations it is under to these men. ne 
A good deal has been said, not only in debate, but in publi 
about the amount of money involved in the payment of px nsio 
present and prospective. I do not know where all these statem nt 
emanate nor how authentic they may be, but Iam prepared an tan 
my action is concerned to accept the statement that the amo int 
money which will be necessary to pay the arrears of per 


$510,000,000, and, assuming that to be the obligation due to the 1 


sioners growing out of the loss of health, of lim), or life, | he ‘ 
hesitate to vote for itsappropriation, nor would I hesitate if the amon»: 
were four times greater, no more than I would hesitate to vote tha 
amount, however large, to meet the ordinary and necessary exnengp 
of the Government. ie eis 

It is, after all that can be said, only a question as to whether 
great Government will pay its debt, not a debt in the ordinary sens 
of the term, but a debt that is more sacred, a debt that should res: 
upon the Government with a higher sense of obligation than a a 
representing money borrowed or ordinary service rendered. The qyes. 
tion of amount does not properly come in. It is a question as to ¢] 
existence of the obligation and as to whether the Governme 
to discharge it. 

It has been well said that things seen are mightier than thines 
heard. The time was when this nation did not think of higgling over 
the question of its obligations to these men, and when those in station 
here and the loyal people of the whole country considered only whether 
the men whose wrongs we are considering would be able by their 
courage, by their risk of blood and life and the sacrifice of their 
health to save the Government. At that time they could have had 
pensions and increase of pay unto the last farthing of the ability of 
the Government of the people for the asking. They did not avail 
themselves of their opportunity. But they did rely, as they had a 
right to, upon the faith of the Government, pledged in statutes t! 
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in force, that those who lost limbs or health in the line of duty should 
be entitled to pensions; and every soldier who went into the Army 
went in understanding that obligation of the Government and rely- 
ing upon it just as much as he relied upon the promise that he should 
be paid the monthly pittance he received under the name of pay. 
After the war Congress established a law of limitation, providi: 
that claims not filed within five years should not be entitled to go 
back to the date of discharge. Two years ago that limitation was 
extended to the Ist day of July last. ‘This was not done very freely; 
it met with some opposition, and it was said in the public prints that 
it was opening the doors of the Treasury to jobs, and so on. 

Mr. President, the law-making power had no right to establish a 
arbitrary rule which required the soldier to come within a cert 
and very limited period from the time of his discharge and file his 
claim for a pension or be cutoff from all right to that pension whic! 
accrued prior to the time of his application. It was a rule w! 
worked unjustly ; it was a rule which ought to have been wiped 
as it was; and before this bill passes I shall move an amendment e1 
larging the operation of the arrears-of-pensions act so as to permit 
claims to be filed during the next two years, the applicants in wh 
shall come within the provisions of that act. 

It is said, why did not these soldiers come in and file thei 
immediately after their discharge? When the war was over tle m 
who rejoiced over its close more than any other men were those ' 
served in the Army. The men outside who made money, Wi 
joyed the ease of home, the honors of civil employment, the p! 
incident to a condition of war, which drew off a large percentage 
the energetic, ambitious, competent men of the country, were 
nearly so anxious for the close of the strife as were the men who car- 
ried the musket, and by whose valor and sacrifice the country ' 
saved. They were not only glad to be mustered out and go ba 
their families and homes, but they asked neither bounty nor station 
a reward for patriotic service performed. They were so rejoice’ 
the result accomplished by their sacrifice that they did not thins 
care to set up a claim against the Government for pension on accou 
of loss of health in the line of duty. They were proud of t 
achievements, and the feeling was quite general among all, whe 
not then realize that they had suffered serious and irreparabie 1! 
that seeking a pension would detract from the merit of their servic 

Few of them realized then that the seeds of disease, never to ¥° 
eradicated, had been lodged in their bodies by that service; (™ 
sleeping on the ground and in the swamps, marching night and day, 
exposed to cold, wet, hunger, and all the vicissitudes and privand® 
incident to military service, had made inroads upon their heat) 
which would remain a legacy of that service so long as they /! 
and in many cases make life a burden. ala 

These men went back to find the avenues which before they 44 
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ied 
2 Joced against them. Whether mechanics, lawyers, laborers, 
rw = 's nerchants, the vacancies made by their enlistment were 
peas by others Their places had not been cept open waiting for 
+} 4 return. They had to begin anew. In many cases that was 
Selle n the old location, and ney vw ones had on aes out, 
Gy hey went South, and East, ane d West, poor in } ’ al crow ing 

od many cases; rich o1 nly inthee const iousness of ai aty done, and 

1 ride of a power exerc ised for the common good and laid down 

the time when it might have been used to the advantage of those 


wiel lded if. 
ind soit isto-day that there are mo e Union Army 
 ronortion to the total of popul: iti on in the State of Kansas than 
~~ State east of the Mississippi River, and they are not there alone 
aise they preferred to be there of all places, but largely because 


17 > 
re @€X-So.dlers of tl} 


a i 

she had to go son newhere. They could not : stay where the ‘y before 
i lived. ‘They have drifted about; many of them coming to real- 
by degrees what the y had no suspicion of w he *n they were mus- 


; out. that their health had been broken by their service. Gen- 
however, so long as they could live in any degree of comfort 
' : r own labor, the s thought of pension did not come, orif it came 
wr i put asic de as some thing not to be thought of, or as something 
» held in reserve until the necessity was absolute. There w as, 
the old feeling of pride that the great merit of their service would 
tarnished by applyi ing for a pension. 
But pove rty ‘and disease broke down even aspirations of 7 it kind; 
there are men who went out of the service a little halt, a little 
down, who thought the rest they would get and the quiet of 
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1 t home would repair these misfortunes, but who find that they 
were mistaken; that they are getting worse instead of better; and 
dnally yielding to the inev itable they come now and ask the Govern- 


nent to give them what was part of their contract and part of the 
mise under which they served it; and I say they ought not to be 
d away under a plea that they did not come in time. 

1 ow aman who enlisted in the Army from Kansas, who at the 
late of his enlistment was comparatively a wealthy man for that day 
ind for that location. His eyesight was impaired during his service, 

permanently as he hoped. When his term of enlistment expired 
he went heal k to the calling from whieh he had gone to enter the 
In a few years he ‘Jost his money in unprofitable ventures, 
| finally he lost hiseyesight. Then, with great reluctance, he con- 
to apply for a pension, but the statute of limitations, which 
ngress had imposed, cut him off from all benefit for the time pend- 
= s application, until the passage of the arrears act gave a sum 
ey, With which he bought a small farm, and to-day he sits in 
fa Kansas cabin with his face turned toward a beautiful 
ndseape which he will never see; and but for the arrears act he 
vould to-day be in an almshouse. He is poor, but relieved from ab- 
want; but his sacrifice and suffering no money can compen- 
efor. The country is still his debtor, and ought not to begrudge 
e pittance which lightens the burden of his blighted life. 
{nother man, who lives only a few miles away from the former, 
of the Army with eyesight impaired, as the consequence of 
rvice. He thought he could be cured. He spent all his sub- 
nee and nearly ten years of his time in trying all available special- 
sts and remedies, but all to no avail. He is nearly blind. He was 

(is entitled to a pension ; but, poor though he is and helpless, he 
as never applied, though justly entitled to a pension. His pride 
as prevailed over suffering and poverty. Some day he may be com- 
elled to apply for a pension, and there should be no statute of lim- 
ns to stand in his way, but the door should be kept constantly 
ior him. 

These are but samples. Similar cases exist all over the country. 

[have a letter in my possession from a lady writing about a pen- 
son that she is applyi ing for. I have known her for twenty-five 

uws—a noble woman, born to fortune; but her husband’s service 

is the beginning of a poverty which will follow her as long as 
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ves, She writes me about her application for pension. She 

i to tees ion that I put in a claim for before this, but have not. I 
‘now as they will allow it at all, The testimony that we have sent them is 
siaras it goes, but we cannot get all that we could have got years ago. 


al testimony is lacking in a measure on account of the death of physi- 
t we employed, but I think we have sent enot igh to satisfy them that the 
sa just one. My husband died in consequence of losing his health in the 
He had a long sickness, recovered a little, ‘but not to be able to labor, then 
rom n wyeakneas in conseque nce of his long sickness. Three of the children 
00 youn g to take care of themselves. I had very little to do with, but did 
len Of a pension, but now when so many are getting I think I have 
right as many others. I donot know as you can do anything in this 
tifyou could see the agent it might do some good, and if it will not be 
4 trouble write me and I shall feel truly ful to you. 
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and who are getting the 
y —_ for arrears did not think of a pension inate itane ously 

uey were mustered out of the serv ice ; they did not concern 
elves with things‘of that kind then. The thought came at a 


. President, the men who are to get 


eMse¢ 


aler 


< period, and to a large majority of them it has come relucts antly . 
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a how that to be the c case in hundreds of instances whic! a 
me Within my own knowledge. 


ime 


lave 
Men have waited from time to 
hoping that their fortunes would improve, hoping that their 
t oa Would be better, but finally they have come to realize that 
der fortunes have not improved, ‘that their health has grown con- 
“Y Worse, and now broken in health and fortune the pittance 
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the Government owes them is their only remaining resource in 
, the only thing that can save them from want. 

Mr. President, the spectacle of a man who has served - country 
faithfully in a time of great peril, at the risk of his life and at th 
rifice of his health, is not one which ou; ght to exist under = Gomeee: 
ment which is able to respond to the ob! igations it is under to him. 
The Government ought to stand in the attitude not of re luctantly 
yielding to his solicitation but of inviting him to receive. It ought 
to be understood all the while that the Government is only too aux- 
ious to discharge the obligations it is under to him, and it ought not 
to have anywhere in any bureau or in any Department of this Goy 
ernment where his righteous claim is pe nding any one authorized or 
required to pass on such claim who deems it to be a duty to view this 
claimant with suspicion, to act as the attorney of the Government in 
resisting and if possible rejecting the claim. I do not say that in 
reference to the administration of the Pension Bureau under the pres- 
ent Commissioner. I speak of it generally in reference to the sentiment 
that has gone abroad adverse to the applicants for pensions. I say 
nothing about the Commissioner; he has done what he believed to 
be his duty, I have no doubt ; and while I dissent from some of the 
methods or contrivances which he has adopted for the purpose of as- 
certaining who were entitled to pensions, at the same time I give to 
him the credit which I would claim for myself under similar circum- 
stances. 

But I come back to this point, that with a man who is indorsed here 
as a person competent for the position, under a law whose adminis- 
tration he has entire control of, these cases accumulate, and are still 
accumulating, and will continue so to do for years to come. This 
ought not to be. We may not be able to relieve his docket, if I may 
so call it, to the extent we ought, but we can at least manifest our 
good-will by increasing the force which may be applied to the exam- 
ination of these claims and the determination whether an applicant 
in a given case isentitled to apension. Thé at we ought todo. Ihave 
great faith that additional examiners and clerks w ill bring some re- 
lief, and that it is better todo this than to try anew experiment upon 
all the pending cases, the result of which cannot be foretold. 

Many of the applicants under the administration of the law as it 
now is carried on will die inevitably before their cases can be reached. 
That I say would be ashame. It is a disgrace to this Government 
that it is not prepared by proper machinery and proper appliances of 
whatever kind necessary to take up these cases promptly and dispose 
of them, so as to be able to say to a man whether he is entitled to a 
pension under the law or not. These men were willing to die in the 
service of their country, they were willing to die and willing to be 
forgotten if necessary, in order that the country might liv But 
they are not willing to die now on account of poverty which came 
from their service, on account of disease and wounds which came of 
that service, while a rich, prosperous, and powerful Government, 
growing richer every day, boasting itself of its riches, and prosperity, 
is lavishing its resources in the payment of one class of its creditors 
and higgling as to whether it shall pay the obligation cemented by 
the blood of the men who saved it from destruction. We may have 
to determine between these two classes of men, not as to ultimate 
payment, but as to preference in time of payment. 

The soldiers accepted $16 a month for their service, in a currency 
which one day was 60 per cent. discount and on the next was 200 ; 
and they made no complaint. Another class of men served the Gov- 
ernment by taking bonds, which they paid for at sixty cents on the 
dollar; and they have been repaid twice over. I do not object to 
that. I am glad that the obligations of the Government sell as high 
in the markets of the world as those of any other government. But 
while it is to the credit of the Government that it has paid its legal 
obligations to the men who loaned it money, so long as | the re is any- 
where underneath the folds of its flag a sing! 


© 8ac- 


due by reason of military service ren: de red in he war of the rebellion 
remains unpaid, that cre dit will not be as high as it ought to be: its 
scutcheon will be tarnished, and we shall present the spectacle of 


nation that has forgotten its ob lig gations to the men who were willing 
to take the musket, were willing fo sacrifice not only home and prop 
erty, but life as well, in order that it might save 
return to the men who while they took out with one hand to lend to 
the Government put largely into the pocket with the other by me 

of contracts and other opportunities for making rich which th 
brought them. 

If we make a distinction, let us make it in favor those 
service was most valuable, and which involved sacrifice. If we are 
not to make distinctions, and we ought not, let us say these beautiful 
harvests, this great growth and prosperity of which we boast—that 
all these things, the results flowing from the service of the men 
whose valor saved the Union from disruption and the country from 
anarchy, are to be paid to the uttermost farthing. 

Let us not wait until these men knock at our doors, till we are 
shamed by their poverty and awed by their importunity; rather let 
us say, “‘We owe you this debt; come and take what the Govern- 
ment has promised to give you; we will put either here in the capital 
or in other convenient place, as the case may be, every appliance 
which the law can provide, whereby the justice of your ¢ laim and the 
amount of it may be speedily and freely determined,” and the build- 


more dollars to 


Val 


ol vhose 


ing of more railw aysand canals, the improvement of more harbors, 
and thekeeping up of an expensive and useless Navy—all these things 
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can well be postponed until this Government does justice to the men 
who saved it in battle, and who have reaped only poverty and sufter- 
ing therefrom. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair holds that the amendment 
is subject to the point of order made against it by the Senator from 
Virginia. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Chair be kind enough—— 

Mr. INGALLS. Under what rule does the Chair hold that 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Rule 2. 

Mr. INGALLS. I would like to have that rule read 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The rule will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


27. All general appropriation bills shall be referred to the Committee on Anes 


? 


priations, except bills making appropriations for rivers and harbors, w hich shall be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce ; and no amendment shall be received to 
any general appropriation bill, the effect of which will be to increase an appropri- 
ation already contained in the bill, or to add a new item of appropriation, unless it 
be made to carry out the provisions of some existing law—— 

Mr. INGALLS. Stop there, Mr. Clerk, please. Is not this to carry 
out the provisions of existing law, Mr. President ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator is dissatisfied with the 
ruling of the Chair, he may take an appeal. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator is very much dissatisfied. He takes 
the liberty to appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas appeals 
from the decision made by the Chair. The question is, Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate ? 

Mr. HOAR. I desire respectfully to ask the Chair, instead of com- 
pelling Senators to vote on the very unpleasant question of an appeal, 
to submit this matter to the Senate. It seems to me, with great def- 
erence to the Chair, that the position of the Senator from Kansas is 
ciearly right. As I understand this amendment, it is simply this: 
tne existing pension law being incapable of being carried out during 
the current year by the insufficiency of the clerical force provided 
for that purpose, for the mere and sole purpose of carrying out the 
provisions of existing law this amendment proposes to provide for 
the compensation of clerks. It is no increase of an appropriation 
contained in the bill; it is no new item of appropriation except so 
far as is expressly excepted in the rule itself; and I believe it is 
within the discretion of the Chair, instead of making the ruling, to 
submit the question in this first instance to the Senate, which I beg 
to ask the Chair to do. 

Mr. INGALLS. I withdraw my appeal if that course is desired by 
the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The appeal is withdrawn, and the 
Chair will submit the question of order to the Senate. 

Mr. TELLER and Mr. ROLLINS. Now let the amendment be re- 
ported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The Cuter CLERK. At the end of line 17 of the bill it is proposed 
to insert: 

To provide fifty additional examiners for the Pension Office, and the number of 
clerks for the Pension Office and Adjutant-General’s and Surgeon-General's Offices, 
respectively, necessary to render effective the work of said examiners, the sum of 
$200,000, to be immediately available. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I suppose the Senator is aware that 
provision for the employés belongs to the legislative bill. That is 
the usual course. The whole Pension Office force is provided for in 
the legislative bill. I suggest to the Senator that that is the proper 
place for this provision to come. In this bill, according to my recol- 
lection, nothing is provided for that pertains to employés, but only 
the money necessary to pay the pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB. I agree that the legislative bill would be the proper 
place for the permanent increase of the force in the Pension Office ; 
but this is simply for the current year. I hope that by another year 
we shall be able to devise some plan whereby we can more effectually 
carry out eitherthe present law or some other law. In the mean time, I 
say this Congress ought not to adjourn, inasmuch as it has refused to do 
anything else, without providing ample force for the carrying out of the 
present law, and this is the proper place for that. It is for the pur- 
pose of assisting in expending the money that we here appropriate ; 
and as amatter of propriety (saying nothing about the point of order, 
which I do not care to discuss) this bill is the place where the amend- 
ment ought to be put. 

Mr. HOAR. Seetion 4692 of the General Statutes provides that: 
“ Every person specified in the several classes enumerated in the following sec- 

1i0n— 

Which are the special classes of persons entitled to pensions— 
shall be placed on the list of invalid pensioners of the United States, and be entitled 
to receive, for a total disability, or a permanent specific disability, such pension as 
is hereinafter provided in such cases. 

Those persons being entitled as of absolute right under the exist- 
ing law upon making their proof are deprived of those pensions, and 
will be during the current year, unless an adequate clerical force to 
receive, examine, and act upon their cases is provided. Now, I hold 
that no case can be stated of a provision within the exception of this 
rule stronger than that. If it were desired to find a clear, unmistak- 
able illustration of the exemption contained in the rule to carry out 
that provision of law, here it is ; and this is the only mode in which it 
can be carried out without new general legislation, which the Senate 
has ruled out of order. If that be true, then I submit to the honora- 
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a 
ble chairman of the Committee on Appropriations that it is » 
to insist on his technical objection that this amendment o1 oh 
placed upon another bill and not on this. The whole ad 

the subject, which has extended over four or five days. so ee * 
thorough, so able, has gone on upon this bill. Why should toe’ Z 
Senate therefore follow its debate by its decision and place u am - 
pending bill, instead of some other bill which would require Pe ra 
reconsideration of the whole question, these provisions which a : were 
essary ? : ee ee 

I desire to say that Ido not see how any Senator can have liste; 

to the eloquent speech of the honorable Senator from Taaceen 1 Me 
PLUMB,] how any Senator can read day by day the appeals whiel 
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come to him from widows, from dying men, from brave men wi, 
went into the service able to perform all the duties of Citizens, anj 
who, by reason of the service they rendered their country have beer 
obliged to sit down at their own table and in their own dwelli: ie 
pendent objects of bounty and care, instead of being the souress os 
bounty and care as they were to wife and children in their famil oo 
the appeals from these men that poverty, the almshouse, the a c 
is approaching because of the failure of this Government to perforn 
its promise—I do not see how any Senator can seek to postpone fe 
a single day, for any legislative necessity whatever, this provisi “i 

Sir, [ hold for one that the incoming President of the United Sigtes 
would be faithless to his duty, if this Congress should separate wi}, 
out amply providing for this public necessity, if he did not a+ one 
reassemble the two Houses of Congress and compel attention to th: 
subject, compel provision to be made. There has not been an ocos 
sion for a special session of Congress since the war closed like the 
occasion which the insisting on such objections as these to a pr Do. 
sition like this will have occasioned. ; 

I trust that the members of this committee, the discussion hayiye 
gone on as to the proper policy to be pursued with their ful] assent 
for days, will not interpose a mere technical objection as to the fit 
bill to which this provision should be attached. 

Mr. WITHERS. Mr. President, I made the point of order to see 
whether the Senate would determine that question as they determined 
the preceding one. If the amendment I offered was out of order— 
and I am compelled to assume that it was as such was the decision of 
the Senate—it seems to me that the amendment which is now pro 
posed is equally out of order. If the argument is to be held good 
that because we have a provision of the general statute laws author- 
izing and requiring the payment of pensioners when their right to » 
pension shall have been established, therefore any legislation whic! 
is proposed in connection with the payment of those pensions must 
be in order, surely that argument was just as potent when applied to 
the amendment which I had the honor of submitting to the Senate 
If that was legislation upon a general appropriation bill and out of 
order, this is legislation upon a general appropriation bill and equally 
out of order. If the argument of the Senator from Massachusetts be 
correct that because there is an existing law authorizing the payment 
of pensions, therefore any legislation looking to that end must be i: 
order, the argument was equally efficacious when applied to the 
amendment which I offered; and I wish to test the sense of the Sen- 
ate by requiring a vote on the question of order, not under the twenty- 
seventh rule, but under the twenty-ninth rule, the same point of 
order which was made against my amendment. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I am still of the opin- 
ion that the amendment offered by the Senator from Kansas is out ot 
order under Rule 27, and under this clause of that rule: 


And no amendments shall be received to any general appropriation bill, the eflect 
of which will be to increase an appropriation already contained in the bill, or t 
add anew item of appropriation, unless it be made to carry out the provisions 0! 
some existing law. 

I understand the case provided for in this rule which would not be 
obnoxious to the provisions of the rule to be this: if Congress had 
enacted a law which, in order to be carried out, required an appro 
priation, and had made no appropriation for carrying out that law, 
then an amendment similar to the one offered by the Senator trom 
Kansas would be in order. But Congress has made an appropriation 
for carrying out this law—— 

Mr. HOAR. For next year? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The clerks are provided for now, | 
will be in some other bill, if they are not already. 

Mr. HOAR. Not yet. a 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I also say it is out of order unde 
Rule 29. ; 

Mr. HOAR. Before my friend passes from Rule 29, do I understane 
him to say that a bill which provides for fifty clerks instead of sory 
as contained in the annual appropriation bill last year, which aN 
increases the number of servants of the same character over those "" 
last year, is out of order under this rule in his judgment : 
stand the distinction between the case the Senate just vote ; 
and this to be that this amendment simply increases the amount 0 
officers under the same mechanism, as ten clerks of the first es 
stead of eight, or whatever may be the number; the other a a 
new judicial officers; it imposed new rules of law, new method's ol 
procedure, required the creation of a court of surgeons, and wb me 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. But the object of the amenem® ; 
offered by the Senator from Vermont was to facilitate the granting ° 


pensions. 
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r HOAR. But it was not merely to carry into effect an existing 
-. it was to make a totally new law, to wit: an order for the ex- 
sation of pensioners, that instead of being in the office here, it 
.e in the vicinage. . 
CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It provided anew 
The Senator from Massachusetts must al 
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th It sto carry out 


13 TO CarTy 


rwment of pensions. 
HOA R. No, sir ; it was more than 
r 
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It wa 
' No, ae . it was jeanalins new womied ions for carry- 

r. W t! a verv 4 which the Senator from Massachusetts quoted. 
rere HOAR. “My friend will p: urdon me one moment. The proposi- 
which the Senate voted down changed and repealed the existing 
b ecdedae that hereafter there should be examinations of the 
of pensioners in the vicinage where they reside by a newly 
hoard, whose mechanism, whose method of proceeding, whose 
f action . and whose rule of proceeding were be newly 
ed, thereby largely abrogating the existing law anc 1 doi ng a great 
more than carrying it out. This proposition simply is that 
whereas one hundre .d clerks distributed among these various offices 
ry out the existing law without a change prove inadequate, 
e | hereafter be one hundred and fifty. Thatis all. I hold 

+ this proposi ition is nothing but that. 


ses i 
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ir, LOGAN. Ifthe Senator will allow me, I will supply right there 
not he was talking about in section 10 of the proposition that was 
re the Senate reported by the Senator from Virginia. That sec- 
rovi led: 
s 4744, 4771, 4772, 4773, 4774, 4775, and 4777 of the Re d St 
to take eifect June 30, 1#5 
ctions thus repealed are every parti of law exi ting in 
reference to the machinery of allowing a pension. 
Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 
Mr. LOGAN. Every particle of law that exists for that purpose. 


11s the whole of it. 
Mr. HOAR. Suppose the question should be put to any Senator by 

tuent, if this passes, Have you changed the pension law this 
? The answer would be no, so far as this amendment goes; 





ia A 
jave mere ly prov ided a larger number of clerks to ¢: wry it into 
effect. Suppose, on the other hand, the same question had been put 
tothe Senatorfrom Virginia, if his amendment had been adopted. The 
suswer would have been, Yes, we have entirely changed it; we have 
tire ly abrogated it, in the particulars which the Senator from IIli- 


tates. 
.D: AV IS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, I submit that where 
ases of clerks of any kind are required they should be provided 
legislative appropriation bill. It is very unusual, and I 
e without precedent, to increase the clerical force of any of the 
oifices, except upon that appropriation bill, which will only be afew 
I understand the legislative bill has already been 
to the House. 
as to the necessity for this so far as I know no person having 
in any of the Departments has asked for an increase. The 
Committee on Appropriations, I believe, uniformly have given the 
Pensior +4 tsa 1all theemployés they have asked for. I believe that 
has been uniformly the case. 
Mr. VOORHEES. Let me ask the Senator from West Virginia if 
it might not be barely possible that the Department may be defi- 
cient in not asking for sufficient ane force. In my con 
not nearly enough, and it is greatly to their blame tha 
they do not ask and demand enough to keep up the business of the 
oiiice. It is no argument to me to say that the Pension _ reau and 
the Interior Department have not asked for clerical force, when we 
know that a quarter of a million of claims are lying teen, and men 
and — n and children are crying over the delay, who ought to be 
reneved 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It may not be an argument to my 
nd from Indiana, yet it happens to be a very proper one to me. 
beli lieve we are governed generally, and our rules tell us we should 
ve governed, by the estimates of the De partments as to the employés 
they need. I cannot well see how you can get aw ay from those esti- 
mates in such matters, Now, as to the question of order: we pro- 
vide for paying everybody in the service. For instance, soldiers on 
the frontier; there are provisions in the statutes to pay them; but 
would it be in order on the Army bill to increase the number of clerks 
or the number of paymasters to a thonsand in order to make those 
payments? None of us would agree to that. The salary that each 
Senator gets and that ev ery employé around here receives is paid 
ider appropriations made in accordance with law; but would it be 
proper to amend an appropriation bill to say that our Secretary’s 
eee ‘ hould have twenty employés more for that purpose? It is 
a of order, in my judgment, though I do not make very 
: a point of that, as my own impression is hat the Pension 


Oftice he 
mployés it can properly work. 


far in +) 
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‘ays de layed. 
vorted t 
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cee has all the e 


sd aa * Pension Commissioner not doing his duty, as has been 
aa - re think that i is a great mistake. I have been thrown in 
and lt be 1 the Commissioner of Pensions more than once lately, 
relieve he is honest, conscientious, and competent, and is try- 

& todo his duty fully and completely. I think it would be a great 
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and to the Department of the 





injustice both to the Commissioner 
Interior to intimate anything else. 

I do not see that the proposed increase of force is necessary, even if 
the proposition were in order; but itis out of order on the ground that 
there is noe stimate of the Department, there is no law that author- 

izes the increase, and I think the former occupant of tl 
clearly right when he ruled it out of order for more than one reason. 

Mr. TELLER. It does not appear to be imperative to the ofticer to 
expend thismoney. If we give him the $200,000, and he does not need 
it, he may not expend it. do not suppose there is anybody here who 
has had dealings with the Pension Office who does not know that 


1e chair was 


additional help is needed in that oftice. It is very possible that the 
terror of the Committee on Appropriations has been so great over 


him that he has not dared to ask for all he needs. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. So far as the Committee on Appro 
priations are concerned they have always said to that particular bu- 


reau, though there may be others who have such a terror, that we 
would give them all they asked. It is not the Commissioner of Pe 
sions, if is the Secretary of the Interior who makes the estimates. 


Mr. TELLER. Certainly, I understand that 














Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. He is the person to talk to and not 
the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. TELLER. I understand very well that the Secretary of the 
Interior makes the estimate, but he makes it usually on the sugges- 
tion of the Commissioner. It is apparent that they need two things 
in that Department; one is more help, and another a higher class of 
men than the: been enabled by the appropriation allowed to 
employ. Youemploy a clerk for $900 a year and set him there to do the 

most important thing that can be done, and that is to judge of the 
evidence that comes before him. Why, Mr. President, some of those 
men are qualified undoubtedly. What we ought to do is to put into 
the Department a number of educated lawyers, men who can distin 


guish good evidence from bad. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. But my pt l will bear in. mind 
that this amendment will not remedy the evil he now speaks of. I 


IT 
Lil 


agree with | 
that is to examine these claims. 


could get them. I believe it 


n that there should be more Soule in the Department 
I believe it be better if we 


would 
ner 7 i «J - 
would incre d do bet- 





ter. This amendment will not reach that. 

Mr. TELLER. We propose to give him $200,000 in money. Out 
of the $200,000 in money he can employ three or four competent men 
who will have a general supervision of the office. I have received 
from that office myself letters that have been simply ridiculons. I 
am not speaking of the Commissioner, for nobody can pretend that 
he can oversee all the cases. That is an impossibility. 

Not long ago, about a year ago, I had occasion to ap ply to have a 


pension of a pensioner of the war of 1812 transferred to his widow ; 
and what was the request made of that old woman? They said her 
papers were on file but that she had failed to monte by an eye-wit- 
ness that she was married tothisman. After living with him for fifty 
years this was exacted of her by a clerk; it did sto the atten- 
tion of the Commissioner ; some clerk would not pass the case unless 
she proved in that way that she was his wife, that she had been mar- 
ried actually. They wanted an eye-witness, the minister o1 
body who stood by. When I called the attention of the Commis- 
sioner to it, of course he said that was ridiculous, and he provided 
for other evidence, and the case was allowed. 

Not long ago I had occasion ive a letter from some 
Western New York where I ag tly lived, saying that an old lady 
whose son had been killed early in the war was an applicant for a 
pension. Her pension claim had been filed sixteen years before, and 
there it had lain and waited, and this old woman had lived in poverty 

he whole time, nen her living by knitting and other methods, a 
woman who I think was, when her pension was allowed, nearly eighty 
years of I went ar nd had the case examined and another clerk 
said to me as to the matter of this boy that had been killed in 1863 
in battle, her youngest boy, ‘‘ We want the affidavit of somebody that 
was present at the accouch The idiotic clerk who had exam- 
ined that case made that a necessity, and therefore he had pigeon- 
holed the case and it had heen pigeon-holed there for years because 
that kind of testimony was not produced. Hundreds of people could 
have come up and sworn that this boy was this woman’s son, that he 
had lived in the family and that they knew this woman as his mother, 
and yet there was not perhaps a single person living who had been 
present at his birth. 

I say you want some men who will review these cases, and who 
when an incompetent clerk passes upon them and makes such a rul- 
ing can say, ** That is nonsense ; we will not require that kind of evi- 
dence.” This old woman, after waiting sixteen years or thereabout, 
if I recollect, for her pension, got the enormous sum of $1,200, and 
she would not have got anything but the bare pittance that was al- 
lowed a soldier’s mother, if it had not been for the arrears-of-pensions 
bill, against which so much has been said here within the last few 
days. 

I think this amendment is not amenable to the question of order 
I think it is in order, and I think it is eminently proper and it ought 
to be put on the bill. As was said by the Senator from Kansas, what 
difference does it make whether we pay for these examinations this 
year all at once, or whether we spread them out for five or ten years; 
! I mean what difference does it make to the Government It makes 
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a great difference to these pensioners. I do not care, as the Senator 
from Kansas has said, if it costs fifty million dollars, or a hundred 
million, or a thousand million. We have agreed to do it, now let us 
get at it and find out what we owe to these men, and let us have their 
cases adjudicated on, and if they are proper let us have them allowed; 
if they are not, let us have them rejected, and the time will come 
when we can close up this business of examining claims. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, may I ask the Chair whether the 
question before the Senate is a question of order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Garuanpd in the chair.) The 
question is whether the amendment offered by the Senator from Kan- 
628 (Mr. PLUMB 1 is in order or not? 

Mr. EATON. Then I do not propose to discuss anything else ex- 
cept the question of order. While I agree with my friend from Kan- 
sas that this measure should pass to give the bureau of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions additional help, I do not think it is in order upon 
this biil. Clearly in my judgment it is new legislation. If the bill 
passes, and the Senate know and the bureau know exactly what 
force they require, every Senatorwill vote to give that bureau all the 
clerical force that is necessary, as we always have done; therefore I 
will not discuss the other matter. If I did I should say a word in 
favor of this present Commissioner. So far as I know, he has done 
his duty faithfully and wel! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is whether the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] is in order 
oO! it? 





not? 
Mr. PLUMB called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I am very anxious that this pro- 
vision shall be made or something like it, as I was anxious that the 
amendment reported from the Committee on Pensions should be re- 
ceived for consideration and after being put into a shape that would 
obviate sundry objections should be adopted. Perhaps I should not 
say I was anxious for it; but my inclination was to believe that we 
ought to try the experiment, not of taking everything out of the 
Pension Oflice that is there now, but of taking out such part of the 
cases that had not yet made much progress as would really help to 
dispose of the business. But I was very much afraid that the other 
amendment was not in order though I was not here when it was dis- 
posed of; and if Il am obliged to vote upon this on the mere question 
of order, I shall be obliged to vote that this is not in order; but I 
think there is a method if the Senate should decide this not to be in 
order, whereby we can get at it still without any objection of order. 
That is all I wish to say. 

Mr. DAWES. The original bill proposes the expenditure of a large 
sum of money in the payment of pensions, and the amendment pro- 
vides a method of expending that money. I never knew before in 
my experience—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Vir 
of $200,000, and has nothin 
already in the bill, 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not think that makes any difference. In order 
to provide for the better expenditure of the money appropriated by 
the bill, beginning and ending with that money, it is proposed to pay 
additional clerks for doing it. Ifthis is not a limitation, a prescrip- 
tion of the mode and manner of expending the money appropriated 
in the original bill, I fail to see what itis. It applies to the appro- 
priation in the original bill; and the fact that it is necessary to pay 
these men more money does not make it out of order. Suppose that 
the amendment had been in this form—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I know my friend, who has had 
much experience with appropriation bills, will understand that the 
money proposed, $200,000, does not apply to the appropriations in this 
bill, because this bill appropriates for the coming year, and these 
clerks are asked for the current year. The Senator understands that, 
of course. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand that these clerks are to be set at work. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Immediately. 

Mr. DAWES. When this bill takes effect, and it is in order to carry 
out the existing appropriatiens in this bill that this additional ma- 
chinery is employed, 1 do not see but that in substance it will be 
simply this: there is so much money appropriated, provided that it 
be expended in the manner and through the instrumentality set forth 
in the amendment. That is always allowable. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. But my friend will see that the ap- 
propriation of $200,000 for clerical force is for the current year, “im- 
mediately available,’ while the appropriation in the bill is for the 
year to come, for the next fiscal year. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand these clerks are to be employed in de- 
ciding to whom this money appropriated in this bill shall go. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. My friend will understand that this 
bill, as I have stated once or twice, takes effect on the 1st day of July 
next. The amendment for the employment of this additional force 
takes efiect immediately and runs up to the time the bill commences. 

Mr. DAWES. Does the Senator from West Virginia understand 
that these clerks are to stop operations on the Ist of July ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No obligation, as far as this amend- 
ment goes, carries them beyond next July, for it says “to be avail- 
able immediately ” this year, the current year, not the year to come. 

Mr. DAWES. But it does not say it shall cease to take effect on 
ist of July. 


This is an additional appropriation 
gto do with the expenditure of money 
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Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. But my friend understands we) 
that an appropriation at the end of the year falls unless the exnana: 
ture is made during the year. pend) 

Mr. DAWES. The money already appropriated it is found impr: 
ticable to expend according to existing law without this elaine, 
force, in the opinion of those who offer this amendment. This ea 
if it begins and ends with this year, then, is just as clearly mi a 
appropriated to carry out existing provisions as it would be if it too 
etiect on the Ist of July to direct the mode of expending the far... 
appropriation. There is no mystery about it. Itisa method ni an 
pending the money we appropriate under existing law to carry 
the existing law. W e provide by law and make appropriatio; 
the construction of a vessel for the Navy, and we tind it "ness is 
to provide a naval constructor six months afterward it may be. or 
six more carpenters. Does it make any difference whether we pro, 
vide the naval! constructor six months afterward or provide for him 
when we make the appropriation? It is for the purpose of carry -, 
out the existing law that we supply this method. i 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido not desire to discuss this question of order. jy: I 
do desire to call attention to a matter which has not been ment; med 
In all the discussion on either side in reference to this proposit et 
attention has been drawn to one matter in connection with the allow 
ing of pensions. It makes no difference what kind of machin rv 
how much of it you have for allowing pensions while the law rm. 
quires a certificate from the Surgeon-General coming from some hos 
pital, or from the Adjutant-General in reference to the record of the 
soidier while in the Army, unless sufficient force is provided to fur. 
nish that. The Pension Office cannot go on any faster than it ce: 
these certificates. As I said, it makes no difference about the ma. 
chinery; all the machinery that has been talked about, the proposi- 
tion that has passed by, and all else that you might frame, would not 
expedite it unless you furnish the force here in Washington City to 
examine these records and furnish them to the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions. I know the fact that in the Surgeon-General’s Office the re 
ords are not classified as in my judgment they ought to be; the force 
has never been sufficient to rearrange and classify and fix the 
that they can be examined in a moment to see whether a man was 
sick or not, and sometimes it is a month before that information js 
received by the Pension Office, and this is one of the great delays 
All that is necessary in reference to the present machinery is to mak 
it ample. 

This amendment is of similar character to the one I suggested i: 
my argument and was going to propose; but when it was proposed 
by the Senator from Kansas, of course that superseded the necessity 
of my proposition. Ithink the Senate ought to adopt it, and it ough 
to attach it to this bill for the purpose of affording the facilities 
which are necessary; and with this, in my judgment, there is not! 
ing more necessary and nothing more that could advance the inter 
ests of pensioners. The law is ample if this addition is made. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, I have no doubt that this amend 
ment is in order under the rule; but a somewhat long experience in 
connection with the administration of the pension system of this Gov 
ernment leads me to doubt its efficiency. The delay and the pro- 
crastination in the adjustment of cases and their enormous accumu 
lation, the congestion of business that has occurred in that oflice, are 
due to the inherent vices of the system, and I do not believe that 
those vices can be remedied by any addition to the present force em- 
ployed under the Commissioner. The difficulty is here: this pension 
business is a matter of contract; it is a debt which the Government 
owes to those persons entitled to claim pensions under existing stat- 
utes; consequently, the determining of what individual shall by evi- 
dence bring himself within the provisions of the statutes and show 
himself entitled to be placed upon the roll is a judicial fanction pure!) 
The great trouble underlying our whole system is, that you intrust 
judicial functions to executive officers. These men are appointed by 
the Government; they are paid by the Government; they are respon- 
sible to the Government; they can be discharged by the Govern 
ment. Consequently their interests are thoroughly identified with 
the Government; and unconsciously and involuntarily they become 
the partisans of the Government to such an extent that they become 
antagonistic to the pensioner; and the question they ask themse'ves 
is, not what are the reasons for which this pension should be allowed, 
but what are the reasons that we can discover why this pension 
should be rejected. And that is the reason why there has been s 
much procrastination and delay in the adjudication of pension causes, 
and my belief is, and my fear is, that additional clerks wilt prove 
merely an additional obstruction. As it is now, after a case has dew’ 
made out to the satisfaction of any man who would be impartia: De 
tween the Government and the pensioner, the clerks and examine! 
who have the matter in charge devote themselves to further — 
to delay and retard: they call for this evidence upon this poy 
for that evidence upon that point, and finally hang it up ane lay . 
away and pigeon-hole it indefinitely, in the vain hope that som 
thing may be discovered upon which the pension may not be fina 
allowed, but finally rejected. teat peas 

Now, Mr. President, so long as these functions essentially judicia 
in their character are intrusted to executive officers, just so long you 
will have trouble with the difficulties that annoy and ner 
day. Our pension list is already the second largest, I Se 
budget. It is an extraordinary fact that we are payivg to-day mi 
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‘ons than we are paying for the support of the Army and 
mbined; and instead of being diminished, if the present pen- 
\aims shall be properly adjudicated the amount is to be annu- 
wcreased until if my computations are right—and I have, as I 
: cai long familiarity with this subject, devoted great attention 
+—I believe that before the claims now upon the list are adjusted 
pnual pension-roll will reach $100,000,000, and will finally set- 
sok to about forty-five million dollars, at which point it will be 
‘ned for agreat number of years—not in consequence of addi- 
» the roll by what is called the arrears-of-pensions act, for that 
inobody. There has been studious and persistent misapprehen- 
| misrepresentat ionabout that subject. The arrears-of-pensions 
led nobody to the roll; it simply removed an arbitrary, illog- 
nd unjust limitation by which the pension was to date from the 
f the filing of the last paper necessary to establish the claim, 
ereby placing every man’s cl 


Ds 
\arvy ¢ 


s ( 


la " claim at the caprice of the Commis- 
and said as the law of 1862 said that when aman was wounded 
» jisabled in the service of his country so as to entitle him to a pen- 
that pension should be paid him from the date of the disability. 
Phere has been much denunciation of the arrears-of-pensions act. 

1+ has been denounced as the act of demagogues, as a piece of senti- 
mentalism; and we have had repeated calls from the press and from 
er sources for some man who would ‘become responsible for the 
as if there was some turpitude about it. Mr. President, I intro- 

| the arrears-of-pensions act first in 1876. I repeated it in 1872. 
was chairman of the committee that reported it to the Senate. J 
| its consideration in January, 1879, and insisted upon action 
t was finally passed. It was an act of ‘justice that had been 
«delayed; and if public indignation is looking for a victim I offer 
wrself in that capacity ; and I hope until some man or some Senator 
or some member of the House of Representatives who denounces this 
1s an actof demagogism has the intrepidity and the temerity to offer 
some bill repealing the arrears-of-pensions act we shall hear no more 
about its injustice or about itsdemagogism. It was an act of simple 
e; it was carrying out the plighted faith of the nation; and 

her it gives $50,000,000 this year or $100,000,000 or $500,000,000 

It does not become men when they owe a debt 
stand around grumbling about the amount of it; and I have never 
rd that astatute of limitations paid adebt. Inimposingastatute 
imitations upon the pension act the United States Government 
1 act unworthy of itself. In private life a man who would 
the statute of limitations to a debt otherwise acknowledged to 

st would be regarded as little better than a thief, certainly 

an of honor; and the arrears-of-pensions act was merely re- 
invidious, illogical, unreasonable, and arbitrary limita- 





}t 
t the question. 


It has been said here that the figures upon this subject have been 
ggerated, that we should ultimately pay something more perhaps 
900,000,000 of pensions. I do not think they have been exag- 
“il. Lbelieve we have already paid something near five hundred 
million dollars in pensions since 1861, and I have no doubt that under 
the operation, not of the arrears-of-pensions act, but under the oper- 
ation of the pension acts of the Government paying a just debt and 
n obligation to those of the 2,800,000 men who enlisted in defense 
this country, we shall ultimately pay perhaps $600,000,000 or 
2700,000,000; but that is not in consequence of the arrears-of-pensions 
act, but in consequence of the pension act of 1362, because the ar- 
rears-0i-pensions act placed no man upon the roll who was not there 





before; no man could get upon the list of pensioners by virtue of 
bint an sae Tike . ; . : “see ° . : ° : te . 
Hat act unless he brought himself strictly within the provisions of 





law entitling him to a pension. 

But, sir, I did not intend to be betrayed into any consideration of 
ue general subject of pensions. I merely meant to say when I rose 
‘ tie amendment offered by my colleague, [Mr. PLUMB, ] while it is, 
3] velleve, proposed with the best design, yet with the theory that 
entertain of the present condition of the pension system, will be 
tual and an obstruction rather than a benefit to the present 
ystem, because until we have separated the judicial functions of the 
ernment in this matter from the executive functions, until we 
dave reposed in men appointed for that purpose who shall not be par- 
Hisans of the Government the function of deciding who shall be en- 
«a to a pension and what they shall receive, you will always have 
same difficulty that existsto-day. Instead of endeavoring to find 
reasons why men shall be placed on the roll, they will be endeav- 

ng to find out reasons why they should be rejected. 
And in regard to the Commissioner of Pensions, before I sit down 
desire to say this: while Ido not sympathize in any particular with 
madversions that have been made upon him, I think he isa 











~_ picvous and shining example of the vices that taint our present 
aeone { administration. If he had devoted himself to the practi- 
_.. Lusiness question of how the 350,000 claims that are pending upon 


“ese Tolls should be determined and decided, instead of indulging 
ealien oe systematic efforts to invent a new fabric of adminis- 
But he’ es ould have had less to complain of than we have to-day. 
it He is there as the representative of this vicious system; he is 
( mene the Government, and to that extent he is the antag- 
-, © pensioner; and if our system of pensions had been ad- 
that « — Upon the same plan and with the same vigor and energy 

* “Haracterizes the administration of any great business enter- 


Tse j is : - . : 
Prise in this country, a railroad, a shop, a mine, or a factory, it would 
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not be necessary for him to have said, as he has said in his last report 

. * - . ‘ ’ 
which is one of the most tragic utterances that ever fell from any 
ofticial, that while these matters have been pending thousands upon 

















thousands of members of the Army and Navy who were entitled to 
pensions have died without obtaining relief. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Mr. President 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my friend give me the floor to m ex 
ecutive session ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I hope we shall be allowed to tinish 
this bill. We have been at it several day I think we are about 
ready to take a vote 

Mr. THURMAN. If so, I shall not make the motion 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Iam not surprised that the Senators who placed 
obstacles in the way of the adoption of the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia should seek some other amendment to rectify their 
mistake. The men who raised that point of order are now \ anx 
ious indeed that something should be done to hasten the h lling of 
pension claims. I favored the amendment of the Senator from Vir 
ginia because I believed it would expedite the examination of pension 
claims. mtact with 


I believed the pensioners would be brought in « 
agents of the Government occupying a judicial position as suggested 


by the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLs, ] and I thought that would 
very greatly expedite the settlement of their applications. But I do 





not believe that this increase of force which is contemplated by this 
amendment will answer that purpose. In fact I believe very much 
as the Senator from Kansas does, that it will simply clog the wheels 
of the bureau. There is too much of that kind of machinery alto 


gether. 

The gentlemen w} unt of their parliament 
ary views as an obstacle in the way of the amendment of the Senator 
from Virginia have in my opinion done the pensioners of this country 
and the pension applicants avery great wrong, and it will be seen ata 
future day that they have done that wrong. I believe that three- 
fourths of the members of the Senate are favorable to the amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia, or a greater majority even than that; 
and yet a few men who think they lajority 


»put themselves on ace 





know more than a large 1 


of the Senate put themselves in the way of that amendment on a par- 


liamentary technicality, and I think they have done the pensioners 
a@ very great wrong, and the Government also. 

I just wanted to put myself on record upon that questidn. Now, I 
can see no difference between this amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas [Mr. PruMB] and the amendment of the Senator from Vir 
ginia (Mr. WITHERS] ina parliamentary point of view. This author- 
izes the employment of an additional number of clerks, and the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Virginia authorized the appointment of an 


1 
} 


additional number of ofiicers. They are h for the same purpose, 
] ranting of pen- 


that is to carry out the pension law, to expedite the g 


} 
DO 


sions. I believe they are both in order, and I voted that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Virginia was in order, and I ready to 
vote that this ameudment is iu order; but I shall vote against the 
amendment on its merits, because I do not believe it is the most effect 
ive way to produce the result which we sought to produce by the 


amendment of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. PLUMB. Ido not care to detain the Senate; but we might 
as well talk to some practical effect. I am not so far as I am 
concerned, to let the question go on the opinion of the Commissioner 
of Pensions or the Secretary of the Interior, because I have an opinion 
of my own about it, and I think the Senate ought to have an opinion 
of its own, too, and it ought not to be compelled, or it ought not to be 
willing even, to accept simply what may be said by the Department 
without seeking information elsewhere. We are under a 
bility inthis matter. Here is what everybody concedes to be a public 
scandal. Now, the Senator from Rhode Island says in effect that 
captiously the amendment moved by the Senator from Virginia has 
been beaten, and that this is something that is designed to cover the 
retreat. I did not participate in the discussion on Se bill No 
496 at all, because I thought I knew how that question was going to 
be decided , and I did not want to take up time; but I do not believe 
any candid man, who will look carefully at that bill and observe how 
everything is required to come back for the supervision and the con 
trol and management of the Commissioner of Pensions, will be able to 
put his hand on his heart and say that that simplifies the busines 
atall. It only substituted two hundred and ninety-three traveling 
courts for what may now be three hundred thousand traveling courts 

Mr. EATON. Iwill notinterpose a question of order while my friend 
from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] is on the floor; but I give notice that atte1 
he gets through I will interpose the question of order. I insist that 
this whole discussion is entirely out of order, just as much as I think 
the amendment is out of order. 

Mr. PLUMB. I presume it may have been out of order technically 
speaking, but the question is not out of orderat allevents. Whether 
the debate be out of order or not is perhapsimmaterial; but the ques 
tion itself is not out of order. This question of order will be more in 
order on the 1st of July than it is now, and on the Ist day of next Jat 
uary it will be the overshadowing thing if we do not do something. 
My colleague says—and I have great deference for his judgment, be- 
cause he is as well posted as any one in regard to the methods of doing 
business in that oftice—he is satisfied or fears that the addition of 
clerks will be an obstruction to business. Wedo not compel the Sec- 
retary of the Interior or the Commissioner of Pensions to take these 
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responsi- 
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clerks if that be the fact; but it will be an expression of the will of 
the Senate in the first place, and of Congress, that something shall be 
done. It is recognition of the magnitude of thisissue. ; 

[am not willing either to say that the present Commissioner of 
Pensions is the only man in the United States who can handle two 
hundred examiners and a corresponding numberof clerks. If we give 
these clerks we shall have more business transacted in the office, and 
suppose it isonly a small percentage of the amount which ought to be 
transacted, it is still astep in the right direction, and it is superior in 
my judgment to the bill which was offered by the Pensions Committee, 
especially for sparsely settled sections of the country. One single 
district in my State has over forty counties in it. It would not be pos- 
sible for any court traveling to hold sufficient sessions in any of the 
in that district to transact the business with any degree of 
tever. That court would have to wait for the instructions 
r of Pensions at every step. As to the taking of 
- elsewhere in regard to cases pending before the court in 
could not act except upon his request, and so on. 





counties i 





speed vi ha 





of the Commuissio! 





¢ would have to be drawn throngh that one conduit, and 

} d have been sutticient to obstruct it just as completely as 
the business is obstructed now. 

I believe that by the adoption of this amendment, if it shall be 

idopted, we shall arrive at a more rapid disposition of these cases. 





I believe it will be regarded as mandatory on the Commissioner of 













Pensions—if not by the present Commissioner, then by the new one— 
0 dispose of this business more rapidly. I think myself it is the 
least the Senate can do as an expression of its judgment on that 
which has become only a scandal but a great wrong. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is whether the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Kansas is in order. 
The questio! being taken by yeas an l nays, re sulted—veas 31, nays 


24; as follows: 


Allis Dawes 











Rollins 
Blai Ferm sa ( 
Br lampton relter 
Burnside, Loar, Charman 
Butler Ingalls Va 
Cai of Pa Johnston Voorhees 
Conkling, nes of Neva Windon 
Da\ Mlin ‘irkwood 
Ba gh 
Beck as I saulsbul 
Lo nar Slater 
Cameron of Wis., 1 MeDonald Vest 
Coke Mas W 
Davis of W. Va rd, Morgan, Withers 





ABSENT—21. 





Anthony irpenter Hill of Georgia, Walker 
Baldwin Cockrell Jones of Florida, Wallace 
Saval 4 rroome K ] WI vte 
Blaine (yrove! 
Brown, famlin, 
Call Hill of Colorado, Sharon 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is decided to be in 
order, The question now is on the adoption of the amendment. 


Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executi 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the Senate adjourn. It is too 
late to go into executive session now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois moves that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at tive o’clock and twenty min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


ive business. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, February 7, 1881. 


The House met ateleven o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, D. D. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. SPEER. Mr.Speaker, I rise to a question of personal privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SPEER. Mr. Speaker, in the Recorp of Saturday’s proceed- 
ings I find that my colleague, Mr. HAMMOND, has reflected on me, 
and has misinterpreted and misstated a brief statement made by me 
that day on the electoral count joint resolution. The gentleman was 
pleased to say, as it appears from the REcorD: 

I regret that my colleague from Georgia [Mr. Speer] should arraign the rest of 
us, both of his State and of his party, for an alleged dereliction in duty, in order to 
justify what some have thought to be his violation of party allegiance and fealty. 

t may be a subject of congratulation to him that in his estimation now the tail 
wags the dog. Let it be so— 
said the gentleman with infinite condescension. 

When the gentleman from whom I quote accomplished this deliv- 
erance, on Saturday last, I was not aware that he alluded tome. My 


RECORD—HOUSE. FEBRUARY 7 
Sa ear 


name was not mentioned by him, but it is inserted in the 
I presumed that his animadversion was directed at anot} 
who had that day in some way charged Georgia oftici: 
liction of duty. 

His remarks as applicable to me were unprovoked 
parliamentary to a degree of coarseness. I had not arraigned an: 
body for a “ dereliction of duty.” Nothing I had said could oo 
strued into such an arraignment. It is true that I had differed oa 
my colleague on the Morgan joint resolution, and I] simply expre —e 
that difference, and claimed that the resolution adopted bythe o 
on Saturday was entirely satisfactory tome. I mentioned also th. 
I, together with my colleagues who voted against the first rec)... 
tion, had been criticised by the partisan press. Pinigegs 

But, sir, I repeat that I said nothing which could be construe 
even by the most irritable and quernlous, into an arraignment of 
anybody for a dereliction of duty. A gentleman of discriminat ti 
can easily recognize a difference of opinion entirely consistent w+) 
the highest sense of duty in all the parties concerned. And go, «> 
it is my privilege to say that my colleague has placed a constrnetio;, 
on my remarks which is most unwarrantable. And, sir, the 
did not stop there. While he was up he took occasion to regalo tha 
House with a choice selection from his repertoire of other peonip 
satire, at the expense of those of us in Georgia who have the t 
to dissent from his notions of proper party methods. 


Rec RD, 
ler colleague 


als with dere. 


ir 


and were yp. 


se 


fenutieman 





pe op ea 


y 


I desire— 

Said he, with classical playfulness— 
as I am in the line of quoting authorities, in reply to the suggestion of t 
man that the independent is tvs right and everybody else is wrong. to 
a declaration from Coke's Institutes, made many years ago of course, — 

Lord Coke in the Fourth Institute draws a parallel between a us¢ 
Parliament—one possessed of all ‘‘ properties a Parliament ma 
the Solomon of the bestial world, to wit, the elephant. Every nbet 
Honse,”’ he says, “ being a counselor, should have three properties of the elep 
first, that he hath no gall; secondly, that he is inflexible and cannot | third 
that he is of a most mpe and perfect memory.” * * * We will add two oth: 
properties of the elephant—the one that the elephant is philenthropos. h ymj 
erranti viam ostendit—a philanthropist who showed the wanderer his road 















Said the gentleman, handsomely translating the dead tonene fo: 
those whom Sydney Smith would call the “ Agricclous members, 

The other, that though they be maziine virtutis et maximi intellectus, of createst 
strength and understanding— 

Again translating— 
tamen gre gatim semper incedunt— 

And here the gentleman supplies, with much liberality, his final 
translation— 
yet they are sociable and go in companies. 

Sociable creatures that go in flocks or herdsare not hurtful, as deer, sheep, & 
but beasts that walk solely or singularly, as bears, foxes, &c., are dangerous 
hurtful. {Great laughter.) And these properties ought every Parliament: 
have.’ (Heard’s Curiosities of the Law Reporters, page 123.) 

Now, sir, I made no such suggestion as that he imputes to me. | 
did not suggest that the independent is always right. I simply main 
tained, as it was entirely proper and legitimate for me to do, that | 
was right on the particular question mentioned and about which I 
have been criticised. I confess, too, Mr. Speaker, that whenever | 
had been in the habit of regarding the shapely intellectual and 
physical proportions of my colleague I had never detected so many 
points of similitude between him and the lordly elephant. Indeed, 
sir, I have seen nothing of the elephant in his make-up. Those who 
know him best will, however, recognize some of the attributes which 
Lord Coke mentions. Hehas no gall. Not he. He is inflexible and 
cannot bow. The elephant too, I may remark, is no inexpert trump- 
eter—for himself. But since the gentleman has humorously likened 
me to the solitary species of the sere natura, I will be pardoned for 
saying that there are gregarious and sociable animals which, to my 
mind, much more vigorously suggest and typify the gentleman than 
the elephant, whose characteristics he would emulate. There, si, 
stands that native-born American citizen, Guliellmus capricorius. He 
too is gregarious, and while the elephant, I beg pardon, the gentie- 
man from Georgia, would be but a baby elephant in a herd of these 
sociable mammals, he might most readily be mistaken for a patniarc’ 
of distinction in society with the sportive and frolicsome goat. And 
so let me in this way gently saggest to the gentleman that his gregat'- 
ous illustration is not always felicitous. 

Mr. HATCH. LI rise toa question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HATCH. [I insist that this is not a question of privilege. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I hope the gentleman will not be in 
terrupted. Please let him proceed. . os 

Mr. HATCH. I must insist upon my point of order in the interest 
of the legislation of the country. s ; oil 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman is going beyo™ 
the limits of a mere question of personal privilege. 

Mr.SPEER. I amreplying toremarks the gentleman has seen pX 
to make about me. : 

Mr. Speaker, my colleague hasintimated that thearraign! 
he alleges me to have attempted was in order to justity 








per 


nent which 
what some 


have thought to be a violation of party allegiance and fealty by me. 


: : ‘ 9 with 
The gentleman is as far wrong here as he is when he charged men a 


f public 


accusing people of a dereliction of duty. I owe to party no 
allegiance which controls either my judgment or my sense 0 
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[ am not sensitive upon that subject. I have differed withthe 

US: ee of the party, not because I arrogated to myself any supe- 

naj pat, sit, 1am entitled to my opinion, and do not choose to 
ler my convictions. = . ' 

to justify my public conduct to no tribunal save the 

-aned public sentiment of my State, and while I have differed 

-*e colleague as widely heretofore as I do now, I have as yet no 

** 4 be chagrined with the judgments of that tribunal. 

ae H \MMOND, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman’s com- 

hig morning upon what I said on Saturday does me injustice—— 

EV I hope, Mr. Speaker, that we may have order in the 











Sir. I seek 


1 
Vivi 


SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state to the gentleman that, 
1 of the session approaches, he hopes, in the interest of the 
of public business, that order may be maintained upon 


s 10 


Mi HAMM( IND, of Georgia. Irepeat,sir, that the comment of the 
voman this morning has done me, in some slight particulars, as 
\ ininstice as he claims I did him. Personally I could not on this 
ave sO far forgotten myself and the respect due to this House 
been guilty of an unparliamentary assault upon him or any 
If I believed that my colleague was coarse 
allusion which he made, I would not say so in this presence. I 
evarded him always as my personal friend. I have supped at 
oanifather’s table and also at his father’s table,and have known 
uatelv from his very boyhood, and I, in common with all the 
State of Georgia, congratulate the country upon pos- 

ne of his extensive learning and very great brain. 


sto have 


rliamentary conduct. 








it. Mr. Speaker, great men may err. The most distinguished in- 
lividual may do wrong, and it may be that the gentleman himself 


Saturday. I will justify my conduct by citing the motive 
ited me at that time, and see whether or not Iam sub- 
the criticism which he makes this morning. 
he democratic party had tried to pass—atter a fashion at least, 
ed to be trying to pass—a joint resolution. [Laughter on the 
I may say thatitseemedafeint. [have no doubt of 
fhe gentleman from Georgia did not seem to understand that 
dhe voted against his party. We were just before twitted by 
ble gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON ] (whoalways 
igs decently and very pointedly also) with having vio- 
the old landmarks of constitutional liberty as understood by 
emocracy. He certainly arraigned our party; he certainly in- 
| tomake his arraignment pointed ; and when the gentleman 
Georgia [Mr. SPEER] arose and said “the gentleman from New 
Mr. ROBESON] did some of us injustice when he said that none 
s side dared to stand forth and speak for what we understood 
true democracy against this Morgan joint resolution,” and added 
were three of us over here who did that thing, and our votes 





in side, 







indrecorded against it,” I understood him to mean that which 
the gentleman from New Jersey had uttered, that none but three—as 


shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, [laughter and applause ]—none 
{this grand democratic party but three had dared to utter what they 








elieved to be true democratic principles. He went further, and said: 
| And I congratulate my brethren of the democratic party that we have reached 
l ition of this question upon which we can agree, and which will not do violence 
, ) those grand rights of the sovereign States for which I thought I was speaking 
en I voted against that joint resolution which took the power from the States 
und vested it in Congress. 
Is not that necessarily pregnant with the idea that when we, the 
‘emocrats, voted the other way we were doing violence to those grand 
: ghts of the sovereign States to which he refers? He also said: 
1 This resolution now to be adopted by Congress has speedily justified that vote. 








I have, sir, 


been criticised, together with my colleagues who voted against that 






: tion, by the ultra artisan press. But those criticisms were not due solely 
Y ct that we voted against the resolution, but also perhaps to the fact that 
a lad antagonized ultra partisan methods in the Empire State of the South. We 
. were right, and I stand to that vote, and I find now, 1f I mistake not, that all the 
6 finocracy here are standing shoulder to shoulder with us— 
: That is, “us three ”— 
e ‘ud upon the same line on which we then stood. 
b Now, Mr, Speaker, before I go on and comment upon that sentence, 
l , Visi to refer to the gentleman’s remark that I have changed the 
AECORD by inserting something in it which was not uttered on this 
“oor. Ihave not done so, 
Vt course I have nothing to do with the making up of the Recorp, 
as to the insertion of names in it; and of course every gentleman on 
Lis floor who has ordinary intelligence must have understood that I 
\- uluded to the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. SPEER, and not to the 
F fratleman from Georgia, Mr. FELTON, in the remarks I made. Mr. 
st *ELTON had said nothing to justify the application to him of the idea 
4 ae - estimation the tail was wagging the dog. He had said 
; ft , out his difference with the party; he had addressed him- 
“a ree duestion of dereliction of duty on the part of certain officers 
torgia. I could have had no other reference than that to the 


settleman, Mr. SPEER. 
‘ow, Mr. Speaker, if I did not behave like the elephant on that 


a 
e ; eee gentleman said, in having “no gall,” Idid not intend 
th rentleman toe more than to say that I thought it was unkind for the 
or further ~ theo arraign his party and to arraign his State. Let me say 
ic sion he meio was an additional increment to my feeling in an expres- 


use of. The gentleman has changed the RecorD in 





that particular, and has put in another expression. As soon as the 
Reporter can supply from his notes the real words the gentleman used 
it will be seen he uttered no such words as “ ultra-partisan methods.” 
He said he was opposed to the “ Bourbon party” and the “ Bourbon 
methods of Georgia.” He got hold of the slang phrase which the 
other side is in the habit of throwing in the teeth of this side of the 
House. And it was that which excited me; Ido not know exactly 
why. Iam not sutliciently acquainted with history to know why | 
man should dislike to be called a “ Bourbon” democrat. 
term is used as an antagonism to Jacobin. 


Possibly the 


But at any rate, as it is 


a slang phrase, uttered by the republican side of the House, I felt i: 
was unkind for a man in our party to take it up and throw it in om 
teeth. 

Mr. ROBESON. When we use that phrase we do not mean Georgia 


but Kentucky. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I said I had no gall in this thin; 
and only desired to defend myself and party. If I had had any gal) 
I might have suggested an unpleasant criticism on the gentleman. 
That great Englishman, Charles James Fox, when asked to define an 
“independent,” said he was a man who could not be depended upon. 
{Laughter.] I did not wish to say anything hard or anything un 
pleasant. Still, with the idea I had in my mind, if I had desirad to 

might have prayed for our party that the gentle- 


“IS 


be unpleasant, I 
man, like Samson’s foxes, might have a firebrand attached to his tail, 
and that he might be sent over among the Philistines for their de- 
struction and the annihilation of himself. [Laughter.] ButIsimply 
tried to defend my State and my party from any charge of not being 
true to the rights of the States, from anything that was implied in 
any harsh term like Bourbonism. 

I need not say, Mr. Speaker, that I have no objection to independ- 
ence of thought and independence of speechand action. Every true 
man admires independence everywhere and on all occasions. But I 
wish to make this remark, that the truly independent man needs not 
to protrude his independence on the world. The world will find it 
out. 

T'\e truly independent man may march as well in column with his 
party as outside his party; he may differ occasionally with them, but 
his differences will be the exception and not the rule. I admire true 
independence—that independence that makes a man stand, when his 
conscience tells him he must stand, like a rock, even to his death. I 
admire that independence which made for the church its martyrs, 
and has made men distinguished in every age as the rightful leaders 
of mankind. That independence will meet its just reward every- 
where. It will give to a man fame, not notoriety.* 

Mr. SPEER. I desire to say a word in reply to the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. HAMMOND.] He has now conceded distinctly that that 
joint resolution, for voting against which he arraigns me as recreant 
to party allegiance and party fealty, is a feint and a subterfuge. The 
gentleman concedes it. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order!” ] 

Mr. HAZELTON. Let the gentleman go on. Let 
play. 

Mr. SPEER. I had misunderstood it. I thought it was a serious 
proposition, and being in earnest myself and conscientiously opposed 
to it, I votedagainstit. But the gentleman has not escaped the point 
which I make upon him when I say that he alleged I charged upon 
him and the people of the State of Georgia a dereliction of duty. 
Sir, I did no such thing. It is true I used the expression, “Bourbon 
press;” but at the suggestion of my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Har- 
RIS, ] who objected to the use of that expression, 1 eliminated the 
term ‘‘ Bourbon” and substituted the words “ultra partisan,” which 
Ithink mean precisely the same thing. The gentleman renews his 
offensive and unparliamentary remark about the tail wagging the 
dog. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Iask my friend to let me interrupt him. 
I know he does not mean to say I suggested to him to keep the ex- 
pression out of the Recorp. I did suggest that I thought it was un- 
kind in him to apply to our party the term used by the opposite 
party. 

Mr.SPEER. And I accepted the gentleman’s suggestion and made 
the alteration, because I desired to give no offense to my friends on 
this side of the House by words used in the heat of debate. This 
is neither unusual here, nor improper. 

The gentleman from Georgia again alludes to me as a member of 
the solitary species of the ferw natura. Mr. Speaker, who is there 
who will always decry that species ; who will decry some of the more 
elevated members of that species, and rather admire, for instance, the 
melodious wild ass of the plains, who is a gregarious animal? Does 
not sop tell us that an ass, though gregarious, sought on one occa- 


sion to enhance his renown by masquerading in a lion’s skin? 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 


Mr. HAZELTON. 
The SPEAKER. 


there be fair 


I call for the regular order. 
I also call for the regular order now. 
The regular order being demanded, the Chair, as 


* The transcript from the shorthand notes of the official reporter puts this as Mr. 
SPEER’s language: 

“Thave, sir, been criticised, together with my colleagues who voted against the 
resolution, by the Bourbon press of Georgia. ‘hose criticisms were not due solely 


to the fact that we had voted against the resolution, but perhaps also to the fact 
that we had antagonized Bourbon methods in the Empire State of the South. 
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required by the rules, will now call the States and Territories in al- 
phabetical order for the presentation of bills and joint resolutions for 
printing and reference. Under this call joint and concurrent reso- 
lutions and memorials of State and territorial Legislatures can be 
presented and appropriately referred ; and resolutions of inquiry di- 
rected to heads of the Executive Departments are in order for refer- 
ence to the appropriate committees, which latter resolutions are to be 
reported to the House within one week. 
WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER, FLORIDA. 

Mr. DAVIDSON presented a memorial of the State Legislature of 
Florida, asking an appropriation for the improvement of the Withla- 
on Commerce. 


itt 


coochee River; which was referred to the Committee 
INDIAN WAR EXPENSES OF FLORIDA. 

Mr. DAVIDSON also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
f the State of Florida, praying the passage of Senate joint resolu- 
tion No. 79, for a settlement of the claim of Florida for expenses in- 
curred in the suppression of Indian hostilities in 1355, 1856, and 1857 ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

IMPORTATION OF COPIES OF THE REVISED SCRIPTURES. 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7120) to permit the 
entry at the port of New York free of duty of certain copies of the 
revised Scriptures; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


rAXATION, 


Mr. THOMAS TURNER introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
389) upon the subject of taxation ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER. Iask, as the joint resolution is a short 
one, that it be printed in the REcoRD. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to submit that request during 
this call. The Chair will recognize the gentleman later for the pur- 
pose. 

Subsequently the request was renewed and granted. 

The joint resolution is as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, éc., That the Constitution of 
the United States confers no power upon Congress to impose tariff, internal rev- 
enue, or other taxation, except for the purpose of raising revenue 
+ Second. The revenue standard of taxation is the lowest rate that will 
required revenue. 

‘Third. To impose a higher 
of revenne is to place an unnecessary burden on the consumer 
cles, which brings no additional return to the Treasury. 

Fourth. That neither the State nor Federal Government has or should have the 
power to impose a tax upon one portion of the people, or the profits of their in- 
dustries, for the purpose of enabling another portion to engage profitably m a 
branch of industry which would otherwise be unremunerative. 

Fifth. Within the revenue standard, as above defined, Congress may, in the 
selection of objects for taxation, discriminate with a view to the effect upon Amer- 
ican labor and the introduction of agricultural and manufacturing industries. 

Sixth. That internal revenue, tariff, and other indirect taxes should be levied 
npon the luxuries, and not upon the necessaries of life. The chief advantage of 
indirect over direct taxation is that the payment of the taxis voluntary; but when 
imposed on articles of prime necessity it ceases to be such. 


yield the 


tax when a lower one would yield the same amount 
3 of the taxed arti- 


L. S. CASEY. 


Mr. THOMAS TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7121) for 
the relief of L. S. Casey; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and erdered to be 
printed. 

8 J. WATTS. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7122) for 
the relief of 8. J. Watts; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM MIRIDA. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7123) for 
the relief of William Mirida; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ANN NUNTER. 

Mr. MURCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7124) granting a pension 
to Ann Hunter; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PETER CAMPBELL, 

Mr. MURCH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7125) granting a pen- 
sion to Peter Campbell; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THOMAS MURRY. 

Mr. MURCH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7126) granting a pen- 
sion to Thomas Murry; which was read a tirst and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WASHINGTON CITY POST-OFFICE. 

Mr. URNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7127) to authorize the tak- 
ing of certain parcels of real estate for the public use known as square 
No. 459, (Washington City,) where the present city post-office is situ- 
ated; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


AUDITOR OF RAILROAD ACCOUNTS 

Mr.McLANE. I[havealetterfromtheAuditorof Rai 
in the Treasury Department, which I ask be printed ar 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order during this cal). 
will recognize the gentleman later for that purpose. 

CONNECTICUT RIVER. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a resolution of the Legislature of M 
chusetts, recommending the improvement of the navigation « 
Connecticut River; which was referred to the Committee 
merce. 


road A¢ Ute 
id re lerred + 


on { 


PHEBE W. ROSS. 

Mr. CRAPO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7128) granting a Der 
to Phebe W. Ross; which was read a first and second time. refer 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to he print 

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS OF STEAM-VESSELS. 

Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7129) to define the 
of assistant inspectors of steam-vessels ; which was read a firs; 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ord 
be printed 


dered t 


HARRIET E. JONES. 

Mr. BREWER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7130) granting a pe: 
to Harriet E. Jones; which was read a first and second time, refer 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be print, 

RAPIDS, RED RIVER OF THE NORTH. 

Mr. POEHLER presented a joint resolution of the Legislaty 
the State of Minnesota, asking for an appropriation for the const; 
tion of locks and dams at Goose Rapids, in the Red River of the Nor: 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce 

ENTRIES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. WASHBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7131) to legal 
tries of publiclands under the homestead laws, in certain cases ; w] 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee o1 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7132) for the entry a 
public lands for the right of way to railroad companies: w 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on t] 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF RED RIVER OF THE 

Mr. WASHBURN also presented a joint resolution of the Leg 
of the State of Minnesota, requesting an appropriation of mon 
the improvement of navigation of the Red River of the North; 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordere 
printed. 


GOOSE 


NORTH 


DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7133) donating condemn: 
cannon to Post 7, Grand Army of the Republic, of Boston, Massach 
setts; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
mittee on Military Aftairs, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS BLACKFORD. 

Mr. PHILIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7134) for the reliet ot 
Thomas Blackford, of Pettis County, Missouri; which was read a tirst 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN H. FISHER. 

Mr. PHILIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7135) for the rei 
of John H. Fisher, of Pettis County, Missouri; which was read 2 firs 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, an 
ordered to be printed. 


rei 


COLUMBUS H. COX. 

Mr. PHILIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7136) for the reiie! 
of Columbus H. Cox, of Pettis County, Missouri; which was read 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 40 
ordered to be printed. 

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. FORD (by request) introduced a, bill (H. R. No. 7197) pr 
ing for the distribution of the public lands; which was read 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Public Lancs 
ordered to be printed. 

TRANSVAAL REPUBLIC. 

Mr. ROBESON introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 00) a 
the Transvaal Republic; which was read a first and second | 
referred tothe Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be p! 

SAFETY ON RAILROADS. ; 

Mr. ROBESON (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. «4» 


to provide for safety of life on railroads; which was read a first ane 
second time, referred to the Committee on Railways and Cana 
ordered to be printed. 

SPENCER OLDS. 

Mr. DWIGHT introduced a bill (H. R. No, 7159) for the 
Spencer Olds; which was read a first and second time, rele 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printec 

MAIL SERVICE MUTUAL BENEFIT ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. DWIGHT also introduced a bill (H/R. No.7140) to inc 


reli f ol 


farerad ft 
ferred | 


yrpora 





4 States Railway Mail Service Mutual Benefit Associ- 
was read a first and second ti me, referred to the Com- 
. Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


BONDS OF CIGAR MANUFACTURERS 


are ( OvE RT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7141) to amend section 
~ » Re vised Statutes, relative to the bonds to be given by 
-nanufacturers; Which was read a first and second time, refe rred 
5 if ios nmittee on W ays al 1d Means, and ordered to be printed. 


e Ue 
PROTECTION OF PUBLIC RECORDS, ETC., AGAINST FIRE. 


ve, MORTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7142) to aid in the pro- 
9 the publie records and property against loss and damage 


h was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


Wot il 


t 








EDUCATIONAL FUND. 
we VANCE presented resolutions of the Legislature “ the State 
‘vurth Carolina, in relation to the educational fund; which, hav- 


read on the request of Mr. VANCE, were referred a the Cor 
Education and Labor. 
neannentivy, on motion of Mr. VANCE, by unanimous consent, 


itions were ordered to be printed in the REcorD. They are 


resoluti 
ws: 

n of instruction to our Senators and Members of the House of 

ives in the Congress of the United States in relation to the educational 


= education of the masses is cf the first importance; and it ist 
st desire of the members of this General Assembly that educational facil f 
henefit of the masses shall be increased in North Carolina to the fullest 

i by the senate of North Carolina, (the house of representatives concur- 
ir Senators and Representat ives it 1 Congress be requested to support 

he Congress ) known as the educational bill. 
’, That if said biil does not provide for the application of the 
y schools exclusively, then our said Senators and Representatives 











{to urge the adoption of an amendment to that effect. 
the secretary of State transmit to each of our Senators and Rep 
( css a copy of this resolution 





stday of January, A. D. 1881. 
C. M. COOKE 
Speaker House Representatives. 
J. L. ROBINSON, 
President of the Senate. 
STATE OF NorTH CAROLINA, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Raleigh, February 2, 1881. 
the toregoing is a true copy from the record in this office. 


W. L. SAUNDERS, 


Secretary of State. 
MARY MERRILL, 
VANCI 0 introduced a bill (EL. R. No. 7143) granting a pen- 
} Merrill; which was read a first and second time, referred 


It:valid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
PENSIONS. 
Mr McKINLEY i ntroduced a | (H. R. No. 7144) to increase the 
! us of soldiers of the late war who lost an arm at the shoulder- 
to $30 per ments which was read a first and second time, re- 
lerred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE W. SMITH. 








Mr. WARNE It (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7145) for 
e re ge W. Smith; which was read a first and second time, 
rrod + +} Tammit+ ’ eal; Pp : 7 ” 
rred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
rinted 
CLASSIFICATION OF HOUSE FILES. 
Mr. BELTZHOOVER introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 391) 


ro g for arranging and classifying the files of the House now 
red under the Hall of the House; which was read a first and sec- 

oud “ , referred to the > Committee on Accounts, and ordered to be 

rinted, 

W. D. M’DOWELL. 


. COFFROTH int roduced a bill (H.R. No. 7146) granting a pen- 

Aye D. McDowell; which was read a first and second time, re- 

the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
FIRST LIEUTENANT JOHN NELSON. 

- COFFROTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7147) granting 
crease of pension to First Lieutenant John Nelson, late rot Com- 
# y K, Eighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry ; which was read a first 
and ‘second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 

ered to be printed. 

. WILLIAM A. GROVE. 

a COFFROTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7143) granting 
pension to William A. Grove; which was read a first and second 


ea a to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
© printed 





cel HERMON R, TYSON. 
: WISE (by request) introduced a bill (H.R. No. 7149) for the re- 


~ = _ rmon R, Tyson; which was read a first and second time, 
leTrec 
, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


printed, 


WILLIAM BEISTEL. 
2 also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


‘ WISE 7150) for the relief of 


9a. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 
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William Beistel; which was read a first and second time. referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
IlOT SPRINGS COMMISSION 
of Tenn: introduced a joint resolution 
for printing the proceedings of the Hot Sprit: 
ich was read a first and second time, and ref 


Print 


Mr. YOUN &, ssee, 
392) to prov ide 
mission; wh 
Committee on 





W. A. CI 
introduced a bill (H. R. 
, of Giles County 
1 time, referred to t] 


printed. 
I 


[APMAN 

Mr. WHITTHORNE 
lief of W. A. ¢ 
a first and secon 


ordered to be 


No. 7151 for the re 
which was read 
e Committee on Claims, and 


yhapmal , Tennessee 


CALVIN NELSON 
iced a bill (H. R. No. 7152) for 


Mr. HOUK introd the relief of Cal 
vin Nelson, of Knox County, Tennessee; which was read a first and 
Lt , referred to the Committee on War Cl 


second Time ialmMs, a 
? 


to be printed. 





. ae 
ha oraerea 


IRRIGATION OF BEAR RIVER VALLEY. 
Mr. AINSLIE request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 7153) to pro 
ide for the on of the lands lying in Bear River Valley, i 





» Bear River Valley Irrigation 
rred to the 


1 1 
daho Territory, and to incorporate t 
I ; which was read a first and second time, rete 
ommittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printe: 
LANDS 


RECLAMATION OF DESERT 


Mr. AINSLIE also presente a a memorial of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Idaho, relating to the re¢ 
in Idaho; which was referred to the Commi 
and ordered to be printed. 

ATIVE 
Mr. AINSLIE also presented a 


lamation of desert lands 
ttee on the Public Lands 





LEGISI EXPENSES OF IDAHO TERRITORY. 
memorial of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Idaho, praying for an additional appropriation to 
defray the expenses of said Territory ; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 

NORTH IDAHO, 

Mr. AINSLIE also presented a memorial of the house of representa 
tives of the Idaho Legislature, praying that the northern portion of 
Idaho Territory be attached to Washington Territory on the admis 
sion of Washington Territory as a State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, a1 


id ordered to be printed 


HECTOR F. PI! 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7154) 
for the relief of Hector I’. Phelps, late musician of Company B, Tenth 
Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and or 
dered to be printed. 

LAND GRANTS TO TRANSC RAILROADS. 

Mr. McLANE. I ask by unanimous conser it, Mr. Speaker, to pre 
sent a report from the Auditor of ER 1ilroad Accounts, prepared in com 
pliance with my request of June13,1880. The report « overs all facts 
connected with the land grants aaie by the United States to aid in 
the construction of Pacific railroads. The report has been shaped so 
as to take up separately each one of the great transcontinental rail- 
roads located on the forty- -seventh, fortieth, thirty-fifth, and thirty- 
second parallels of latitude, giving details as to each main and branch 
line, with a general recapitulation showing the whole result. The 
report is very interesting, and I ask to have it printed and referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and also to have it printed in 
the REcorp. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly 


INTINENTAI 












he report 18 as 1ollows: 
DEPAI NT ¢ iE INTERI 
O A 8 op Rawaoap A N 
Was hingt m, D. C., 3, 1 

Sin: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report prepared in 3 Oflice ir 
compliance with your reque ao June 18, 1880, iedernsd on a draug “ht of 2 a resolution 
which the Committee on Pacific Railroads authorized you to report to the House 
at its last session, but which in ti 16 press of other business was not reached before 
adjournment. 

As the design of the resolution proposed was to ascertain as accurat s poss 





ble all facts connected with the land grants made by the United States to 


the construction of the Pacific railroads, special inquiry has been made i: I 
to obtain the fullest information. 

The report has been shaped so as to take up separately each one of the four great 
transcontinental routes or railroads located on the forty-seventh, fo th, thirty 





fifth, and thirty-second parallels of north latitude, giving details as to « main 
and branch line, with a general recapitulation showing the whole result 


rv respectfull 
THEO'S FRENCH, A 
Hon. RoBErRT M. McLant 
Chairn of Committee on Pacific Railroads 
House of Representati 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI 
OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF RAILROAD A : 
Washington, D. C., January 26, 13% 
antity and value of public lands panes’ 4 Conoress to aid he 
construction of the Pacific railroads 
ion in regard to the matters embraced in this report 1s as 





Report on th 


The proposed resolt 
follows: 

‘Resolved, dc., That the Committee on the Pacific Railroads, by sub-committee, 
be authorized to sit during the recess for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity 
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both ® entire line of said 
be fixed, and y be required by the 
d the odd ions of land hereby granted shall 
or pre-emption before or after they are surveyed, ex- 
ded in this act ; but the is of the act of Sep- 
uption rights, and the acts amendatory thereof, and of 
t entitled ‘An act ie secure homesteads to actual settler the public do- 
approved May 162, shall be, and the same are hereby, extended to all 
lands on the lineof said road when surveyed, excepting those hereby granted 
mpany ul the reserved alternate sections shall not be by the 
rnment at » less than $2.50 per acre when offered for sale 
ns Sand 9 give the conditions attached to the grant as follows, namely: 
ery grant, right, and privilege herein are so made and given to, 
ae rn Pacitic Railroad Company, upon and subject to the 
ame That the said company shall commence the work on 
wo years tron the approval of this act by the President, and 
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less than fifty miles per year a 

furnish, and complete the whole road by the 4th day of July, A. 

that the United States make the several conditioned grants herein, 

1 Northern Pacific Railroad Company accept the same, upon the 
l if the said company make any breach of the conditions 

e to continue for upwards of one year, then, in such case, | 

y do any and all acts | 


United States its Congress, ma 
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| put in eperation, in addition to two hundred “and twenty miles of 


| thousand miles. 
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and things which may be needful and necessary to insure a speedy 
the said road.’ : oy 
Section 10 enacts that ‘‘ no mortgage or construe 
npany on said road,or m« we, or lien 

nt of the Congress of the United States.’ 
‘that the better to accomplish the obj 
» the public interest and welfare by the construct 

and keeping the 6 in working order 

lilt t particularly in of war 

pe 3tal, mili l other purposes, Congre 

gard for the 1 Northern Pacific 
or re alt 
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Railroad Ac nts for 1880, page 17 
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By (15 Stats 
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to col 
oun 


ior 1220, 


page i 
ym of April 10 
ar Portlan 
I he In operation.) 
yn Of May: 70, (16 Stats., essanuth 
mds to aid in the construction and equipment of it 
the same by mortgage on its property and rights of propert 
iptic real, personal, xed, including its franchise a 18 a COrT 
to construct its main line via the valley of the Columbia Riy 
he Case: ude Mour iti tins to Puget Sound ; and increased th 
niles on each side of the road. 

2 of this resolution provides ‘‘ that Congress 1 

is joint resolution, having due peneee to the rights of ss 

V ag) parti es. (Auditor's Report for 1880, page 161.) 

Under the authority of this resolution the company, on Jul 
thirt aaae bonds bearing interest at the rate of 7.3 per 
secured the same by a mort za, ge, inaccordance with the resolut 
of about thirty million dollars. On the 16th of April, 1875, the 
previously defaulted on its inte in proceedings of forec] 
States circuit court for the southern district of New York apn 
By a decree of that court the property and franchises were sold at 
12, 1875, and were purchased by a committee of bondholders ss 
firmed by the court August 25,1875. Thecompany was re 
30, 1875, upon : n by which the holders of the bonds of 
imburse dt for the principal and interest up to and including 
ferred stock at par, which it was proposed to issue to the 
This preferred stock is entitled to 8 per cent. dividends bef 
paid on the common stock, and is receivable at par for lands bek 
pany east of the Missouri River. Common stock was issued to the | 
stock of the old company, share for share, and $49,000,000 of the com 
have been issued, the plan of re-organization being given in the an 
the company for 1276, page 43. 

In 1879 the company placed first_mortg upon the 
d’Orei lle divisions of its road, and to June 30, 1880, had issued n 
dollars of the bonds securedthereby. On January 1, 1881, the company 
general first mortgage on all its railroads, lands, property, and fr 1 
an issue of bonds to the amount of $25,000 per mile of the main and 


5.) Congr 


SCI ns, and mi 
cross tl 


ay 


rest, 


pla 


Miss 


ar 


ges 


payable in forty years, and bearing interest at the rate of 6 per cent. | 


This last mortgage provides for taking up, retiring, and canceling t 
ued on the Missouri and Pend d’ Oreille divisions ; it is also provided int 

gage that all moneys derived from the sales of lands are appli cable tot 
of the interest and prince ipal of the bonds ; a sinking fund is also creat 
July 1, 1886, by which 1 per cent. per annum is required to bey paid t 
in equal semi-annual installments. 

From the re eee. = the General Land Office the rights of tl 
Railroad Company attached to their grant as follows, name! By may 
route, through Minne ssota and part ‘of W ashington Territory A 
throu; sh Dakota, Montana, Idaho, anda part of Washington Territory 
1872; of a branch line in Washington Territory, August 15, 1873 ; from sont 
Moorhead, es November 21, 1871; from Moorhead, Minnesota, to Bismart 
er May 26, ; from Kalama to Tenino, Washington Terri po eer er 
13, 1873; from ‘Tenino to Tacoma, Washington Territory, May 14, 

The. construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad was begun Tn 
between that date and March 1, 1874, a period of three years and nine m 
hundred and thirty miles of subsidized road had been c omp yleted and put 1! 
tion. To November 1, 1880, six hundred and eighty miles have been complet 


other 1 
} ’ 
is] eu ue 


operation and about one hundred miles of new road not quite fini 


e Nort 


The following table shows the acceptance of the several sections 0! 
railroad of this company 
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Red River. 
Tenino, W ashington 

Bismarck, Dakota.... 
Tacoma, Washington 
One hundredth 


mile-post 
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| Oct. 
65 July 
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20, 1880 
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of road and extent of land grant for the whole line included in the 
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ee and amendments may be stated approximately as follows, namely 
ct Buu @ . . 
. Miles of Acres per Tota) acraa 
State or Territory road ml otf Total acre 
110 12, 800 1, 408, 000 
= 265 2, 800 3, 392 000 
sota i™) s¢ ) 11, 520, 0 
~ ) t » 4-0 ) 
75 25, GOO 1, 920, ¢ 
750 25, 600 19, 200. ¢ 
- s - ppenegaene Aveenescunseceunees 2, 450 23, 640 ’ ( 
*Average 
atest estimat of lands which the company ! oot 3 
Divisions M Acre 
—————— — 
iene Ce IMD di 5 6 ines de se ccidendivus 4 ) 
eee eee ewe eeeeee 17 4 
ediesisaWetidebwadeuspueeeene {0 7, 400, ( 
eee eee eet eeenee j { 
$ctbae ss Ce Ebe eh sqeeneeteereen wo 00 
at a el aT ee ae - sia allied 209 ( ) 
eto Tacoma across Cascade Mountains...... 2 15 
from Pend d’Oreille division to Kalama. ............. 250 1 ( 
A TeTT TT TET? CTLRITI TIPE 145 
. Bases ne cocssecesasecesecs 2,317 2 ( 
stimat Wisconsin division........ cose a 112 
1280, there had been patented to the company 746.509 acres. Th 
mane ; earned by construction about fifteen million acres of land to No 
' yaa and sold to June 30, 1880, 2,600,000 acres for $9,000,000. The price of 
s agricultural lands is $2.50 per acre; coal and timber lands bein 





The lands not yet ea y the 
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iated chiefly in Montana, Idah 


rned b 





served from » until the country is occupied. 
nanv are about twenty-seven million acres, sit 

ington Territories. 

ilne of the company’s lands vested and unvested may be reasonably esti- 











ted at £2.50 per acre, so that the lands unsold are worth, say, 39,900,000 acres at 
$ 000. For a description of some of these lands reference is made to 
“of the last annual report of the Auditor of Railroad Accounts 


i874 the company in its report to this Department gave the cost of the road 

ctures to June 30, 1874, as $21,353,416.11, and to that time had constructed five 

redand thirty miles of railroad, being an average cost of $40,229 per mil The 
ture by items is as follows 











s B. c00ssessedso0ses ss $b bbs dose cccvoccce cncccecscceecceses cecece 1,102, 278 52 

struction, including docks and wharves............. ---. 14, 446, 356 54 

Auxiliary and connecting rail and water lines. ..............seeesee 2, 728, 980 09 
WOE, ic saad Cebbedde se cksduesaddades suns dddpiccatedaswsdsaas 2, 434, 346 2 

ul ant ital expenses during construction................ 635, 454 71 

EU teavcsscoeedesausotsceee siaveneees shennan . 21,353, 416 11 

tion to these five hundred and thirty miles, the company has constructed 





‘ashington Territory from Tacoma to Wilkeson, thirty-two miles 





} } bat. 2 1 


t to be constructed and accepted may be stated as follows, wit! 


tof the same, namely 







ision—Montreal River Junction, 122 
000 per mile......... seseuen ° 32 
Missouri division—Missouri River to Yellowstone River, 217 miles 
per n including an iron bridge over the Missouri River 
Bismarck, the cost of which is estimated at nearly $1,000,000, o1 
bout saeew sadn Sebastien ele a df te Sa oc oicdeeuceus . M0 00 
l Rocky Mountain and Clark’s Fork divi 
stone River to Lake Pend d’Oreille, 220 miles, at $30,000 per mile 
Pend d'Oreille division—Lake Pend d'Oreille to Columbia River, 209 


hompson 


440, 000 090 
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wstone 

















és, at $21,500 per mile...............--- agate as ) 00 
iambia River division—Junction of Columbia and § 
Portland, 238 miles, at $31,500 per mile............-..- 7 ), 000 00 
Cas ade Mountain division—Junction of Columbia 
2 get Sourd, 219 miles, at $30,000 per mile ... 6, 570, 000 ¢ 
i division—Portland to Kalama, 40 miles, at 25 1, 000, 000 ( 
lroad to be constructed, 1.865 miles, at an estimateda 
age cost of $26,868 per mile, amounting to...-..-..-... . -- 90,110, 000 
entire road when completed, 2,700 miles, will have cost about seventy-five 
n dollars, or at the rate of $28,000 per mi 
conditions of all Government service on this road are found in section 11 of 
“harter act, among which one is, that the road is *‘ subject to such regulations 
4s Lohgress may impose restricting the charges for such Gové 


rhnment transporia- 


THE UNION-CENTRAL LINE OR ROUTI 


rent owners 


sane being composed of a main and branch lines hay 
‘ Union Pacitic Railroad 
Yer 


d separately, and in the following order: 1 











pany. 2. Kansas Pacific Railway Company, and 3, Denver Pacific Railway 
stele bt Company, composing the (4) Enion Pacific Railway Company, con- 
ated ». Central Pacific Railroad ‘Company. 6. Western Pacific Railroad 
hy. and (7) California and Oregon Railroad Cor , composing the (8) 
Pacific 9. Central Branc! nion Pacific Railroad 








Railroad Company. 
10. Sioux City aad Pacific Railroad Compan 
r River Railroad Company in Nebraska. 

nion Pacific Railroad Company.—This company, chartered by acts of Con- 
proved July 1, 1862, (12 Stat., 429 ;) and July 2, 164, (13 Stat., 356 ;) received 
a the United States a grant of public lands to aid in the construction of its 
rat oad and t r mile 
‘ Toad 

. he length o 


11. Burlington and 








ra 


leer ‘ * 
elegraph line, amounting to twenty sections or 12,800 acres p 


— f road_subsidized is 1,038.68 miles, extending from the Missouri 
tah Pont, Umaha, Nebraska, to a point five miles west of the crossing of the 
disposed at's Railroad in Ogden, Utah. If none of the land had been previously 

mised of by the United States the total grant would have been 13,295,104 acres. 
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ti ( 3 es ated ( ’ 
Office to be about twelve million acres t est te of t enon 
of the company places it at 11,200,000 acres 
The location of the lands may be generally stated as follows. na i 
in Nebraska, 4,600,000 acres in Wyoming, 700,000 acres in Colorad 
acres in Utah; of which it may be sai hat 3,500,000 acres are ag 
4,000,000 acres are grazing lands, and 1,000 acres desert or v \ 
million acres of the l rained unsold Decem) 
YY) OOO abo ? » 
rt $5,000,000; in all, worth & 
I ny } 0 acres of desert lands h 
i280, 1,850,475 acres of land had been patented to the compat ro D 
1879, t company had sold nearly two million acres, as follows 
Ye =o 
a - 
1: e gece scheeetsanctucesécen 128, #2 “ i 
AOE atcunncedusdegecwarunesatnaceecesnceeennn 4, 052. 62 4. S- 
DEE os 60s eaten th wwe adaed acne mat 4 605, 07 s5 
EI ac Wh s “Gichcinceprines eee uk deer mbes l 108. 67 i 
Dn <% ban werdewede at . 177, OR3. 50 
BEG hk deii seine (buck ceases eensabueuss seeees . 749.14 1 
ly Sn wet dees caees © cecaseovcnee 111, ) t 
187 ‘i 128, 696. 21 ; 
1=77 js i . 69. O15. 87 4, OR 
1373 In, 0 1 i.=s 
a ae ‘ 243, 337. 31 1.14 
I for « ears 9.59) 4.4 ( 
Fre sales forf 1 < celed cor < I ‘ 
le i ‘ sal w t! SaAillt date l ~ i a | 4 ) A 
80,91 3, being an average price of $4.41 per 
The dsares is l tracts, averaging al l cres to enc ( 
that there 1 e been | 00 tol 0} St s i 
vat the large majo vy of the sales have been on ‘ r ed p 
terest at the rate of 6 per cent. per anm 
rhe O83 proceeds Of saies, interest, fo re \ to Dex 
een $8,173,546.83, of w 1 aAMOUNt $4,412,033.5¢ has be receive ‘ 
re? ler, $3,761,8 5, notes or land contracts yet to be p I 
proceeds are applied to the redemption of land-grant gage b 
210,400,000 have been issued and $4,101,000 redeemed 
The expenses of the land department, taxes on land, &c., a1 I 
63 to December 31, 1579, have been paid by the company ¢« ‘ ‘ 
the railroad and 3 equipmer to Decembe l 
$112,622,223.96, or at the rate of $114,262.54 per 1 Che « 
namely 
Payments to contractor 
a. ne 
Davis contrac 
Hoxie contract "......<c<e. 
the company it 
ee | 
OS a Se eee 
Passenger an buildings 
Machine-shops, car-shops, machinery, engine-houses t 
iii: tabard dadmenkhvtaeaeee § 
Water-tanks, wells, pumping-houses, &« 
Hotels, tenements, &« 
Rolling-mills, scrap-furnaces, rail-mills, &c... 
Equipment other than furnished by contractors 
Express outtit : . 
Government commissioners and Government directors during } 
SIO Oe CIO sino sccccccrcacevcanse 
Omaha bridge and appro ; ) 
PoC ON IEE, SIINUNEO, FEO i 5 a cccciccccuccccecnce cosues e 
t cost « cons on . ] 
Lees sale of cor droa $2, 540, f 
Sale of ¢ truct egray l 104, 402 od 
Net cost of property. .........cccess 
Interest and dis expenses during construct 
Interest, discou and « I ib eteak date en 2 54 ( 
Losses on svcur 3 ia elaine dente alin lots l Bi 
Interest paid on bonds outstanding dives aie tiation G00 ( 
Discount on Omaha bridge bonds........ ...... = 4140, OOK 
rest on O I b $ 162 ) 
1 on Omaha OS OO —EEE RB, ( 
Expenses pay r < bonds, &¢ {, 44 
Total amount erest, & 
Unexplained d fference between cost as stated o edg : 
SRG shen ccccuchagnecedh aimee 
Total cost of oad and equ pment ly 
The cost of building and equiping a railroad | the Uni Pacifi 
from Council Bluffs to Ogden, with similar grades and on the same route 
of it laid with steel rails, at the present time may be stated approxir 
$32,000,000 ; say five hundred miles, Council Bluffs to Cheyenne, at 220,0 
and five hundred and forty miles, Cheyenne to Ogden, at $40,000 pe f 
The Kansas Pacific Railway Company.—This company originally know 
Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad Company," and afterward 
Union Pacific Railway Company, eastern division,’’ was chartered by th 
Kansas February 1, 1255, and received from the United States, under * 





‘ a 
14 
7 4 
762 ( 
. ( 
i4 
the 
oO 
OTL ¢ 
( 
7 ( 
aan & 
a19 
4,972 14 
; , 0 


as’ the 
State of 


Pacific 





510 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. FEBRUARY 7 


road acts before referred to. a grant public lands to aid int r i Deducting canceled sales, the net quantity sold during t 
lroad and telegraph line. he grant we went tic or 12 acres for $713,881.13, or at an average price of $4.44 per acre, 
ile of road. rhe cost of the road, 105.89 miles, as reported to this office 
he length of road subsidized is 638.6 miles, extending from the eastern boundary | details of the expenditures have been obtained ; it w: 
of the State of Kansas, in Kansas City, to Denver, Colorado. The quantity of | May 2, 1872. <A parallel road like this could be buil 
granted would have amounted to 8,174,000 acres if none of the lands had been | say tor $1,600,000. 
or previously disposed of by the Government. The General Land Office The Union Pacific Ta ly say Company.—This company 
uted that the company will ‘receive about six millior s, but the land | solidation, to the | nion, IK as, and Denver Pacific 
ioner of the wmpany tes about two hundred thousand acres more. Sumunarizing the statements heretofore ¢ 


ation this con : ands is as follows, namely: 2,600,000 acres the following tacts are shown, namely: 
; © probab! ne-third, say 2,000,( 


agrici 

yin West 

and Grinnell 
1ainde 


acre 


. 18 36,495,3 
a3 accepted by the 


t to-day for si5 


Estimated quantity of land granted, (acres) .... 

Estimated quantity of land vested under the grant, 

Quantity sold to December 31, 1879, (acres) 

Gross amount realized from sales 

Railroad subsidized with lands, 

Cost of road and equipment, 1,815 miles 

Cost per mile, road and equipment 

Estimated value of unsold lands, 16,000,000 acres, at $1.! 

Estimated present cost of similar road, 1,815 miles, at $30.000 pr ’ 


mile on an average 


A aR oe 
eer mape m 


= 


an eee camp me 
: = . 


The Central Pacific Ruitroa ‘ompany.—This company is the successoy 
solidation June 23, 1670, of the Central Pacific Railroad Company of ( 
organized June 28, 1561, and the Western Pacific Railroad Company, or 
December 13, 1862, both deriving their charter powers from the State of Cai; 
although the State, by act of April 4, 1864, virtually dissolved the comnan 
State corporation. Subsequently, on August 22, 1870, the Central Pacife v 
solidated with the Call!fornia and Oregon, the San Franc isco, ¢ lakland 
and the San Joaquin Valley Railroad Companies. 

So far as relates to the subjects of this report, the three roads—Centra 
Western Pacitic, and California and Oregon—will be treated separately, 
The Central Pacitic Railroad extends from Sacramento to a point five | 
of the crossing of the Utah Central Railroad in Ogden, Utah, 738,45 m les. 

but 737.50 miles have been subsidized with bonds and lands. 

The land grant is under the same acts of Congress as that of the Unio; P 
and amounts to twenty sections, or 12,800 acres, per mile, equal to 9,440.0 
for the entire road; from which, however, deducting lands previously gra 
sold, or reserved by the United States, estimated by the General Land Ofi: 

», 420 62 | 1,440,000 acres, leaves about eight million acres vested in the company. % 

, 234 44 Of these £,000,000 acres 708,862 had been patented to the company to Juno 30.188 
and the company had sold to December 31, 1879, 295,886.79 acres, for 81.114 999 « 
being an average price of $3.77 per acre. The lands have been sold in small tracts 
some for cash, but most of them on time, 20 per cent. of the principal beir > pa 

| at time of purchase." This company, unlike some others, sells no lands before 
eee J Bea has received patents therefor. ‘The proceeds of sales of land are applied 
~~ | purchase of land-grant bonds. 
; The lands remaining unsold December 31, 1879, say 7,700,000 acres, lying y 
them in the desert country between Salt Lake and the Sierra Nevada Mount ins 
are largely unavailable, and many years must elapse before anything can be 1 
ized from them. The real value of these lands is not over 50 cents per act 


on . 
eam an pe ieee marmece Snae 


a i OREN 
ah OE RO a 5 NTI A 


and Alames ?, 


"196 06 
4,235 52 
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maser 2 ppm 


u 
, 708 61 
_ 802 60 


. : tot 
Forfeited and canceled contracts for 229,657.16 acres, amounti W744, 

ving deducted, leaves the net sales 1,29),454.37 acres, and the amount for which 
ld $4,419,960.49, or an average of $3.42 per acre. 
I lands have been sold — ipally on time, at one-fifth cash and balance in 

four annual installments, with interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum. 


= $3,850,000, although the company inc 3 mi s reneral estimate Ne 
The gross proceeds of sales, interest, forfeitures, &c., to December 31, 1879, have | 7")? gh the company includes them in the general estimate of all 


been $4,404,232.52, of which $3,016,022.60 has been received in cash, and the re- 
mainder, $1,388,209.02, is held as land notes or contracts. By the terms of the 
and-grant mortgages, who gross proceeds of sales of land are 0 De applied to the | in detail. Ina report published in 1870 the cost of the property on D 
redemption of the bonds issued thereon. | I he expenst 8s, commissions, taxes, &c., 1869, was itemize d as follows: 
paid to December 31, 1879, have amounted to $694,997.90. ; 
~ To December 31, 1279, the cost of this railroad and its equipment, 670.5 miles, is Construction accounts 
reported by the company as $34,359,540.66, which is at the rate of $51,244.65 per Buildings 
mile : Engines 
A railroad like the Kansas Pacific, six hundred and seventy miles, most of it 
through a rolling prairie ntry, co ’ built with steel rails at this time for 
5,000 per mile, and fully equipped for $5,000 per mile; in all, $20,000 per mile, or 
$500,000, 
Denver P¢ > Rail wind Telegrapl mpany his company was incorporated | Represented by capital stock 
November 7, unde he general law ritory of Colorado relating to | First-mortgage bonds.. 


corporations, and was organized Decen a 1a board of trustees. ‘T United States bonds 
i unnu ting l l r 14, 1868, when perma- 


lands at $2.50 per acre, which is the minimum price placed upon adjoining lay 
belonging to the Government. 
The cost of this portion of the Central Pacific Railroad has not been a 


’ Union Pacific Railway Com- 


zed to transfer to the Denver Pacific Railway A road similar to that of the Central Pacific, from Ogden to Sac 


sts and privileges, subject to all the obligations, | pundred and forty miles, could probably be built to-day for an a 
» of railroad and telegraph between Denver City £30,000 per mile, or 200,000. y ; 
company btained 1 land grant of twenty The Western Pacific Railroad Company.— is company was organi 
. . — 13, 1862, under the laws of the State of California, and was consolidat 
cted is 105.£9 miles, which entitles pany tO | Central Pacific June 23, 1870. 
the General Land Office estimates the grant which the Under the Pacific Railroad acts the company was authorized to « 
ly receive as 1,100,000 acres, while the estimate of the com- | yoaq from the American River east of Sacramente to San José, Calif 
res, 800,000 acres of which are covered by a first mortgage | tance of 123.16 miles, and received a subsidy in bonds and lands s 
» of $2,500,000 of bonds. he company’s officers in 1870 cranted to the other Pacific railroad companies. 
» £00,000 acres included in the mortgage at $3,000,000. ” ‘The quantity of lands included in the grant has been estimated | 
dls are in Colorado and are among the most fertile and | 7 and Oitice as 1,100,000 acres. To June 30, 1880, 424,727.58 acres had bi 
iS OT that State, an e ort the lands have to the ce pany. ; 
se —_— . s + a ea es The Western Pacific Railroad Company had disposed of its ! 
utract for building the railroad, ail of the com solidation with the Central Pacific Railroad Company. 5 5 
and above the 800,000 acres « In a réport published in 1870 the cost of this road was stated as $12,54 
tothecontractors. These lar by an indebtedness of $2,808,290, and a share capital paid in, $7,900,000 
Dec ember 31, 18 “A portion of the road is of an expensive character, but it could pi 
—— to-day for $35,000 per mile, or $4,300,000 for the whole road. 
California and Oregon Railroad Company.—This company was orgat 
he laws of California June 30, 1865, and was consolidated with the ¢ 
ist 22, 1270. 
By an act of Coagress approved July 25, 1866, (14 Stat., 239,) the company ! 
a grant of twenty sections (12,800 acres) per mile fora railroad trom | 
ific Railroad to the northern line of the State. The estimated © 
red and ninety-one miles, which would make the grant 3 
A condition of the grant is that the whole road shall be complet 
1, 1830. (15 Stat., 80.) < 
e road completed extends from Roseville to Redding, ( alifornia, 1 
road uncompleted, 139.19 miles. The lands which have not vested ») 
non-completion of road amount to 1,781,632 acres, leaving 1,943, 1 ae res ¥ 
the company, or so much thereof as was not previously disposed of by 
States. = ene 120 97 acres 
To June 30, 1880, there had been patented of these lands 1,335, ae 
December 31, 1879, the company had sold 366,622 acres, for $2,970,36y, are 
price of $8.65 per acre. The lands remaining unsold at that ee 
acres, worth, at a reasonable estimate, say $4.50 per acre, over $1,000) ee 
The one hundred and fifty-two miles of road were construc ted betw een 10 
1872, the whole road being opened for business September 1, 15 eee “sen of th 
tail of this road has not been ascertained. In 1870, when some elg » frowee e 
road had been completed, a report was published in which the = tr seg wy 
stated as $2,750,000, or about $35,000 per mile. The road could be buut tee, 
$25,009 per mile, or $3,800,000. . a da 
Treen the above statements in regard to these three roads, name/y, ts . 
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( 
7 1 Pacific ? lroad Co? } s e Legislatu of the Terri- 
s | a act ipproved February ll granted a charter to the 
i Pike's Peak Railroad Company. 
: ) 1266, by vote of persons owning a majority of the stock and in 
with the laws of the State of Kansas, the name was changed to “ Cen- 
on Pacitic Railroad Company,” to take effect on and at 1 
teenth section of the act of Congress approved July 1, 1262, which 
» Union Pacific Railroad Company, the Hannibal and Saint Joseph 
road Company was authorized to build a railroad from Saint Joseph, via Atch- 
iv annect With the road through Kansas. By regular proceedings beginning 
cea, and ratified by votes of the stockholders, the Hannibal and Saint Jo- 
ad Company assigned to the Atchison and Pike's Peak Railroad Com- 
r right, title, and interest in the grant to them by the Pacific Railroad 
Iniy 1, 1862, Which assignment was formally accepted by the Atchison and 
Peak Railroad Company on May 26, 1865. vate 
and crant to this company is twenty sections, or 12,800 acres per mile for one 
od miles, extending from the Missouri River at Atchison westwardly through 
, ¥ - of the public lands through which this road runs having been dis- 
sed of prior to the grant, the company Ww ill obtain only some 250,000 acres, 137,608 
had been patented to them to June 30, 1880. 
ye 30, 1880, about one hundred and seventy thousand acres had been sold 
mpany atan average price of, say, $5 per acre, amounting to $850,000; and 
acres remained unsold worth about the same price per acre, $5, amounting 
F , »roceeds of the sales of land have been applied to the payment of interest 
rst-mortgage bonds and to the general purposes of the company from time 
struction was commenced on this road from Atchison to Waterville, one hun- 
es. in July, 1865, and the first section of twenty miles was accepted by the 
ot of the United States on July 12, 1866, and the whole road was completed 
ry 20, 1868 
st he road, construction, and equipment, as reported to this office De- 
1 3 $3,913,408.64, or at the rate of $39,134.04 per mile. A road similar 
built and equipped to-day for from $15,000 to $18,000 per mile, or, 
Sioux Cityand Pacific Railroad Company.—This company was organized 
1 1264, under the laws of the State of Iowa. 
n 13 of the act of Congress approved July 1, 1562, which chartered the 
» Railroad Company, it was enacted that ‘“ whenever there shall be a 
f completed through Minnesota or Iowa to Sioux City, then the said 
ailroad Company is hereby authorized and required to construct a rail- 
. uph from said Sioux City, upon the most direct and practicable 
ag int on, and so as to connect with, the branch railroad and telegraph 
n hereinbefore mentioned.”’ 
Section 17, of the act of July 2, 1864, so amends section 13 above quoted as to re 
Union Pacific Railroad Company from the construction of said branch, 
es the company so constructing it to receive in bonds an amount not 
c an the said Union Pacific Company would be entitled to receive i€ it had 
, ithe branch road, and to receive alternate sections of land for ten miles 
on each side of the same along the whole length of said branch. 
The President of the United States, on December 24, 1864, designated ‘' the Sionx 
ty and Pacitic Railroad Company "’ as the company approved by him to construct 
I ne named in section 17 of the act of Congress approved July 2, 1864. 
Lhis ¢ ny, after careful examination and surveys to ascertain ‘‘ the most 
t ible route,” filed its map of definite location in Nebraska Novem- 
} ind in Iowa between November 20 and December 7, 1866, from which 
its rights attached to the lands granted. 
al idea of the Pacific Railroad act was that a branch from Sioux City, 
inton the Union Pacific Railroad, not further west than the one 
should be constructed. This being impracticable, owing to 
tthe country—the streams and valleys all running from northwest to 
st—which would require immense fills and cuts, the act of July 2, 1864, 
I so as to permit any company constructing the road to select the 
untity of lands patented under the provisions of the foregoing acts has 
ted by the General Land Office as 41,318.: 
3, lot {land assets of this road were so pril 15, 1875, to the Mis- 
> Land Company for $200,000. 
ustruction of this road was begun in the fall of 1866, the first section of 
ud and telegraph was accepted March 27, 1868, and the last one was ac- 
sirch 2, 1869. The road was opened for traflic February 11, 1869. The 
t subsidized road is 101.77 miles, 
Ad 1s subjec all the conditions and requirements applicable to it asa 
Pacific lroad. The Supreme Court of the United States, in revis- 
‘urming the judgment of the circuit court of the United States for the 
Jowa, (99 Supreme Court Reports, 491,) having decided that this road is 
of the Pacific Railroad and subject to the same conditions as regards the 
or “o per cent. of its net earnings” toward the reimbursement of the 
States on account of bonds and interest. 
¥, In its report tothis Department for the June 30, 1880, 
tort the road and fixtures to that date as aving con- 
‘4% Iniles Of railroad, being an average cost of $49,8 1 ’, 
s Seen constructed west of the Missouri Riverfrom Sioux City to Omaha 
Pg | as aT but it is much longer and more expensive to operate. A 
, ne Si ity and Pacific could probably be built to-day for $15,000 per 
£ Cor one GM l Mi uri h vilre td Company, in Nebraska.—By section 18 of 
ul arene ea y 2, 1864, the Burlington and Missouri River Rail- 
; its road tl en eer the laws of the State of Iowa, was ‘authorized to 
f Miccone? pe Us4 the Territory of Nebraska from the point where it strikes 
1 was . vant en he of the mouth of the Platte River, to some point not 
© £08 : at ate dont one hundredth me ridian of west lor , 80 as to connect, 
: hat partof i+ at uo route, with the main trunk of the Union Pacific Railroad 
ntr ee SWCD Tuns trom Omaha to the said one hundredth meridian of west 








RECORD—HOUSE. I3ii 


eisai TDL LAL aan 


longitude rhe right of way is also granted by this section “to the extent of t 
hundred feet where it may pass over the public lands, inclnd 1} 7 
grounds for stations, buildings, work-shops, depots, machine-sh« 
tracks, turn-tables, and water-tanks 

Section 19, for the purpose of aiding in the construction of said road, gra 
the said Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Company every alternat 
numbered section of public land, excepting mineral land 
ternate sections, or 6,400 acres per mile on each side of the road. Section 20 pr 
that when twenty consecutive miles of road shall have been completed t P 
ident of the United States shall appoint three commissioners to examine and 1 
to him in relation thereto; and if it shall appear to him that twenty 1 


road have been completed as required by this act, then, upon certificate of said 












8s, tothe amount of ten al 
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Llleés ¢ | 


commissioners to that effect, patents shall issue conveying the right and title to 
said lands to said company on each side of said road, as far as the same 
pleted, to the amount aforesaid ; and such examination, report, and conveyance by 
— nt shall continue from time to time, in like manner, until said road shall have 
xeen completed It also provides “ that no Government bonds shall be issued to 
the said Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Company to aid in the constru 
tion of said extension of its road: And provided further, That said extension shall 
be completed within the period of ten years from the passage of this act 

The line constructed and owned by this company extends from Plattsmouth to 

t 


is con 














Fort Kearney, Nebraska, a distance of 190.5 miles. The first section of eighty 
miles was accepted by the President of the United States October 9, 1871, and the 
last section November 4, 1872. The road was opened for through traflic Septen 
ber 2,1 

I is 2,441, 600 acres. The quan 


16 estimated quantity of lands granted by this act 
tity patented to J 30, 1880, amounted to 2,374,090.77 acres. The following state 
ment of the business of the land department of t! 
Manual for 1880 






iscompany is taken from Poor 






























Gen lé nt, land « urtment, Dece r 31, 1879 

Lands sold, 1,574,392 acres cxewemunnen en pmeesne A cI 2 43 
Interest on contracts ea eS sealer a ee oe 7 0 
Imputed payment jeheoubiaael sounsaaniedd ssndstin ohne sea 495, #17 58 
ONT MINING Ss Gas wavasadacsess cadecketecccuunashsakeasubeead cana 6,201 52 
See INN, WOU SRO Soin cess cvinvacsacanuwaanchecns cit aswekouus 65, 614 53 

11, 710, 204 5 
Pe; CUMMEIOMGNS, C0 ividsc cavxdescuccscicceece 2, 090, 904 19 
Discounts and pren Rik sccsawdsees ieesawetees becdandnasvemen . 156,131 09 
SPME GU) BOIUE, COB. 5 nin cnwcesccncceced secice 5 816. 598 13 
Interest and other assets.................. bbeh exeasede 1, 314, 258 10 
I avin ulin eukebomeenc ccuueuae 040. 383 04 

11, 710, 204 55 

The cost of construction and equipment of this road is not given separately, the 
total cost bei sta Lat $8,294,955, or an average of $43 per mile 

A road like the Burlington and Missouri River in Nebraska could probably be 
built to-day for $16,000 per mile—$3,048,000. 

Summarizing the statements heretofore given, t) ywing condensed facts are 
shown, embracing all the roads of the '* Union Cer e of route,’ enumer 
ated on page 11, of this report. 

Estimated quantity of lands granted and vested. 

Roads | Acres granted Acres vested 
| 

+ . | i 
i a kl »} 19, 100, 000, 00 
Central Pacitic . Dbieleb sila Raees mamion ) ) 295, 00 
Central branch T | ee ee ) 250, 000, 00 
Sioux City and Pacific............ ° ‘ ) 41, 318, 23 
Burlington and Missouri River............. be ) » 441, 600. 00 
SUN aksedebescuckeondd cual 41, 458 | 32, 200, #13. 23 

Quantity patented to June 30, 1880 Acr 

Union Pacitic 8,117.00 
Central Pacit dienanhed 2 , 021. 00 
Central Bran tt Pi. cckduscetaqeben enedunsuebcecebuen 602. 00 
nT CE Ns on ccna casdcen asens saneen ccceaccennes econse 41, 318, 23 


1? 
dal 



























36606 cases Newutansteteasabed iiweectaaeadtaen ans 8, 388, 155. 00 
Quantity sold to December 31, 1879 
RIG EE cada teewecadecees Sbbeer cbnééddacteqneuseduns ° 3, 020, 625. 00 
is a ne ea ob men ceeadin’ . seuecusbidduets 662, 669, 00 
ntral I it 170, 000. ¢ 
1, 31 
1, 574, 392. ( 
DEE Cikthven soké ca nees edbeensenee dui peeecenscabbedeenebe --- 9, 469, 004, 23 
ré | ‘ » Dece yer 51, 1879 
i oa sculeusacecduseduweeune-coedetesoes accesses seoe Gan $5 00 
Central Pacific ........ ckhindnenwaeen atmnd stabuskbasaakaded Sieaarai 4, 085, 354 00 
Central B De RAO FOR. «oavsdawesene Sent qaneéensese ésaveee e 000 00 
er CHE GPE DUGG 01 oncnudnanseadianiaciemcins cities teu 200, 000 00 
Burlington 1 Mis tiver in Nebraska “ie 8, 556, 722 00 
I S sensde Sucesccceetbbwete Gees senusehesbaweuds Siianehen 25, 742, 7 ) 
AV i T \ « 
Union P ¥ 9 
Central Pacitic 616 
Central Branch Union 00 
Sioux City and Pacitic 1 #4 
Barlingtor | Misso » 43 
Tot ee es a cai F i 71 
Miles of road sidized with lands Viles 
PP GUNO sc 00 c cnducenesata sean Pewtacks snan cen ndeweews shew Cdbeeedese 1, 78 ) 
Central Pacit pececcees iuids tetheekan ienadh cee widemnaee dened eiesae 5, Gln 
Central Brar Ur f 1 sede l ( 
Sioux City and Pa i mn a 
Burlington and Missouri River in Nebraska... .....-.- ] 


tent a tent ee RR ty 
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Cost of roads, &c., owned, as shown by books 
] Amount 
Union Pacific te as & 15 €154, 485, 642 
Central Pacific ; ) 146, 348, 336 25 
Central Branch Union Pacific. ... 3, 913, 403 64 
Sioux City and Pacific 17. 42 5, 355, 551 2 
Burlington and Missouri Rive 


Cost per mile ; 
Union Pacific ach inkatedas 5 11 60 
Central Pacitic — ete teak ; 121, 754 00 
Central Branch Union Paciti . ‘ , 134 00 
Sioux City and Pacific ... vis 3 13, 306 00 
Burlington and Missouri River i ‘ _— 46, 232 00 


Average cost per mile, (3,414.92 miles, $318,35: 1 3, 224 09 


Estimated value of unsold vested lands 
Union Pacific, 14,800,000 acres, at $1.62 per acre Pe £24 000, 000 00 
Central Pacific, 9,220,499 acres, at $1 per acre se 4, 280, 499 00 
Central Branch Union Pacific, 80,000 acres, at $5 per acre..-.- 400. 000 00 
Sionx City and Pacific (None.) 
Burlington and Missouri River in Nebraska, &0( 


Central Pacific, Californi: al é21,63 ; 
$2.50 peracre ia wee 4, 454, Or 


THE NEW MEXICO SOUTHERN, OR ROUTE ON THIRTY-FIFTH PARALLI 

The Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company.—This company was chartered by an 
act of Congress approved July 27, 1866, entitled ‘An act granting lands to aid in 
the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas to the Pacific coast.”” (14 Stats., 292; Auditor's Report for 18#0, page 163.) 

By this act the corporation was authorized and empowered to construct and en 
joy ‘a continuons railroad and telegraph line’’ from Springfield, Missouri, to the 
Pacific Ocean, across the Indian Territory, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and Cali- 
fornia, as a main line, and from Van Buren, Arkansas, to the point where the main 
line strikes the Canadian River in the Indian Territory, as a branch line, more par- 
ticularly described in section 1 of the act. 

The grants made to the company by the act consist of the right of way through 
the public lands to the extent of one hundred feet on each side of the railroad, the 
right to use materials from adjacent lands belonging to the United States, the right 


‘ . . +3 ar ‘ 
| Springfield, Missouri : im Pierce City, Missouri 


| Pieree City, Missouri $ikesSwonshuaa xe ..| Seventy-tifth mile-post 


to take all grounds or lands, in addition to the one hundred feet on ¢ : 

road that may be necessary for station, shop, turn-table, swir, tm ae 

poses, exemption of the right of way from taxation in the Territories a. 

mile of said railroad constructed in the Territories forty sections « 

the public lands, and for every mile in the States twenty 

the same. (See sections 2 and 3 of the act.) 

The conditions attached to these grants are given in secti m8 of ¢ 

lows, namely: Work on the road was to be commenced within two v, 

date of approval of the act, July 27, 1866, that is, before July 27. 1863 

ond year not less than fifty miles of road per year was to be complete) 

main line was to be completed by July 4, 1878; and if the company ana 

breach of these conditions to continue over one year, section 9 of thea 

that the United States may at any time thereafter “do any and 

which may be needful and necessary to insure a speedy 

road.” : 
Maps of the general route havin 

limits of the t were withdra 

tached thereto, as follows, namely 


ahd tor 


sect 
ectic 


Springfield, Missouri... ...---| West line of Missouri 
West line of Missouri... Mouth of Kingfisher 
| dian Territory. 
Mouth of Kingfisher Creek, In- | East line of New Me 
dian Territory. 
East line of New Mexico.........| East line of California 
San Francisco, California........| San Miguel, California = 
San Miguel, California...........| Los Angeles County west lin 
California. 
Los Angeles Cour west lir A point in township 7 north 
California range 7 east, San Bernardi: 
Mission, San Bernardino C\ 
ty, Califo 
Colorado Ri 
range 7 east 
Mission, San 
County, | 
The construction of this railroad was commenced July 4, 1862 
of road below named have been examined by commissioners 
them to the President of the United States, who has from time t 


t 


| patents for lands so earned to be issued to the company 


Opened for | Examined 
business commissioners 


Seventy-fifth mile-post = .-.---.| 1.54 miles west of crossing of : | 


| _ Indian Territory 


Junction of N. M Ss. . R Isleta, New | Fiftieth mile-post west therefrom 


Mexic 


The Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company having suffered a default in the 
payment of interest on their outstanding bonds, the mortgage given to secure the 
same was foreclosed by a decree of the circuit court of the United States for the 
eastern district of Missouri, and the entire property, including the land grant in 
Missouri, was sold, by virtue of said decree, on September 7, 1876, to William F. 
Buckley, and by him conveyed November 2, 1876, to the Saint Louis and San Fran- 

isco Railway Company, which company became and is now the owner of the prop- 
erty and franchises in Missouri which had belonged to the South Pacific and 
Atlantic and Pacitic Railroad Companies, and also of about 655,000 acres of South 
Pacitic lands and 306,000 acres of Atlantic and Pacitic lands 

West of the western boundary of the State of Missouri the road and appurte- 
nances in the Indian Territory and in New Mexico are still owned by the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad Company. The road from Albuquerque, New Mexico, west 
is known as the “ western division. 

For the purpose of obtaining means to build aud equip the ‘ western division 
the company hasresolved to issue and negotiate bonds to an amount not exceeding 
$25,000 per mile, secured by a first mortgage on the franchises, railroad lands, land 
grants, and other property pertaining to said “western division.’ The act of 
Congress approved April 20, 1371, (17 Stat., 19,) authorized the company to “ mort- 
gage its road, equipment, lands, franchises, privileges, and other rights and prop- 
erty, subject to such terms, conditions, and limitations as its directors may pre- 
scribe.” (Auditor's Report for 1880, page 170.) 

The compony is now examining the route from Vinita, Indian Territory, west- 
ward to Albuquerque, New Mexico, with a view to the construction of this part of 
the road at an early day. The length of this division will be about seven hundred 
and fifty miles, for four hundred miles of which the land grant is contingent upon 
the extinguishment of Indian titles thereto or such other arrangement, to be ap- 
proved by the President, as any Indian tribe or nation may determine upon. 

The length of road and extent of land grant for the whole line included in the 
charter act may be stated approximately as follows, namely 


State or Terri Srom— To- } Acres per | Acres of land 
tory = =o mile granted 


Missouri Springfield. Vest line ‘ ‘ 1, 152, 000 
Indian .........] East line....) West line ( 25, 10, 240, 000 
Indian .........; East line....| Canadian River 25, 7, 680, 000 
Texas | East line....| West line ‘ , 2, 560, 000 
New Mexico...| East line....) West line 4! ' 11, 520, 000 
Arizona weeef East line West line 40 : 10, 240, 000 
California East line....| San Francisco 55 ; 8, 384, 000 
Arkansas ...... | West line. . Van Buren ..... é 64, 000 


Total | wasted 51, 840, 000 





The company’s estimate of the above is 2,472.98 miles of road and 49 
of land. The estimate of the General Land Office is 2,544.65 n 
50,067,600 acres of land. 

The United States having no public lands in the State of Texas, anit 
in the Indian Territory having been ‘otherwise appropriated” at the 
grant, there must be deducted from the above total 20,430,000 acres, w 
31,360,000 acres actually granted, from which is likewise to be deducte 
lowing, namely: 


1. Lands in Missouri previously disposed of . 
2. Lands in New Mexico, ‘‘mineral,”’ and otherwise disposed of, ¢ 
mated at one-half of the grant 
3. Lands in Arizona, ‘‘mineral,”’ and otherwise disposed of, estimated 
at one-half of the grant acess 
Lands in California of the same character, estimated at one-third 0: 
tho grant.......<.2.. 
Lands in Arkansas otherwise disposed of 
Total deductions, additional 
After all these deductions are made, the quantity of land remaining tor 
therailroad company would be but 17,008,150 acres, and of this quantity t 
Louis and San Francisco Railway Company received, in 1876, about 300 we 
and there had been disposed of by the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Con 
prior to 1876, about 200,000 acres, the proceeds of which were applied to th 
struction of the road in Missouri; so that in round numbers about 16,900,000’ 
of land are only available for the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, We 
in the construction of its railroad of more than 2,000 miles, from Seneca, © 
souri, through the Indian Territory, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and Uanie! 
to the Pacific Ocean or San Francisco. een 
These lands are worth, probably, on an average, not more than S2 per a 
brought into market by reason of the railroad being built, or $33,000,000 
is merely a nominal value, sales being slow and difficult until settlers are assur 
of protection from Indians and outlaws in that section of the country. Big 
cent report of the superintendent of the western division of the ral a. 
lowing facts in regard to the country on the line of the road between 
and the Colorado River, a distance of six hundred and twenty mies 
gathered : 5 : try is ( 
"Reon Albuquerque ard the San Francisco Mountains the county) 
occupied by large herders and stock raisers, some of the land pees be 
Many of these herders are Indians. Thereis considerable timbered a ‘mmedist 
reach of the road and some saw-mills are now being erected. ane ¢ being mad 
neighborhood of the mountains the country is described as capabie 0° n Francis 
the first summer and winter resort in the country. Between er aS ean 
Mountains and the Great Colorado River, some three hundred mil¢ i agricultars 
is known to be rich in minerals, as well as affording fine grazing and “5” 
rospects. s ie 
ae te the location of the line, it is described as being ‘ marve: 


yas in ite alize 

















ands 











men Mount uins of the United States, with only a maximun 
socky Mountains 








I. 


d general characteristics. To cross the continental divide, the 
rade of fifty feet 
ind this only going west, the east-bound approach being only thirty feet 
in a valley a mile wide, with no tunnels, are certainly advantages en 





ent, its grades an 

















no other line.” This is the langus of Superintendent Smith, who is on 
b gl ntendent’s estimate of the annual business that may be done on this 





and twenty miles is about fifty thousand tons. If this tonnage is car- 
buquerque it would make on an average about twelve million tons car- 
le per annum which, at an average rate of five cents per ton per mile, 
' ve a gross earning from freight cari ied amounting to $600,000 
+>. 996.111 acres of land acquired by the Saint Louis and San Francisco Rail- 
Company in 1876, to December 31, 1579, 15,000 acres had been sold at an aver- 
ion of 83.25 per acre, amounting to $43,750 Prior to November 6, 1876, the 
vic and Pacitic Railroad Company had disposed of 200,000 acres of the Mis- 
a1 ds at an average price of $2.874 per acre, amounting to $575,00 
Xo detail of construction has yet been obtained such as to enable a statement to 
, a showing the cost of the subsidized line; on December 31, 1879. the com 
“weported the cost of * franchises and property "' as $23,841,974.50, being two 
nd ninety-two and one-half miles of railroad, &c., in Missouri, extending 
tie tothe western State line near Seneca, making an average cost of neat ly 
ndred thousand dollars per mile. The road runs through a country where 
heavy grades and sharp curves are required and is of quite an expensive 
+ey to build. The property 1s now in good condition, better than the average 
roads. 3 
er the authority of the act of Congress approved April 2 
iy]. 1880, issued its thirty-year bonds to the amount of ,000 pe r mile 
»  eorost at the rate of 6 per cent. perannum, payable semi-annually in Jan 
~7 July, and secured the same by a mortgage on the franchises, right of way, 
imnad, telegraph, lands, land grants, and other property pertaining to the west- 
vision of the road, extending from Albuquercue, New Mexico, to the Pacitic 




























» pavment of the coupons is also guaranteed by the Saint Louis and San 
an 50 Railway Company and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé Railroad 
ony, not exceeding 25 per cent. of the gross amount of their earnings respect- 
‘ing the six months preceding the due date of such coupons. The mort- 
ides that the net proceeds of the land grant shall be used solely for the 
f interest on the first and second mortgage bonds, for the principal and 
orest of anv advances made by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé and the 
Saint Louis and San Francisco Railroad Companies, and for the purchase and can- 
: o] ition of the first-mortgage bonds 
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé Railroad Company and the Saint Louis and 
Francisco Railway Company each own one-half of the capital 
tic and Pacific Railroad Company. 
Fifty miles of the western division of this road have just been rey 
rexamination by commissioners—making one hundred miles in all 
st of Albuquerque to date. 
The Southern Pacific Railroad Company.—The Southern Pacific Railroad Com- 
ny was incorporated under the laws of the State of California December 2, 1865. 
On October 12, 1870, articles of consolidation were entered into with the follow- 
named roads: San Francisco and San José, chartered August 12, 1860; Santa 
aand Pajaro Valley, chartered January 2, 1863; and California Southern, char- 
| January 22, 1870. The Southern Pacific Branch Railroad Company, char- 
tered December 23, 1872, was consolidated with this road August 19, 1873, and the 
s Angeles and San Pedro Railroad Company, chartered February 18, 18638, on 
ember 14, 1574. By virtue of the consolidation, the new company ceeds to 
| the rights, privileges, and franchises of the companies named above. 
Section 18 of the act of Congress approved July 27, 1866, which chartered the 
\tlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, authorized this company to connect with 
the road of that company at such point on the boundary-line of the State of Cali- 
fornia as they shall deem most suitable for a railroad line to San Francisco, and to 
lin its construction, similar grants of land were made to the Southern Pacific 
oad Company, subject to all the conditions and limitations prescribed for said 
itic and Pacific Railroad. 

The sections of the main line were accepted by the President of the United 
States, as follows: 

















stock of the 


n 




























| 
Number of section | Miles. Date 
habe, 
First section, San José to Gilroy. ...........--......- 30, 26 | January 19, 1871 
Second section, Gilroy to Tres Pinos................. | 20.00 | October 23, 1871. 
Third section, from Goshen, south .... ...........-- } 20.00 | October 1, 1872. 
Fourth section, commencing at twentieth mile........ 20.00 | August 6, 1873 
Fifth section, commencing at fortieth mile .......-... | 20.00 | October 23, 1874. 
NIXth section, commencing at sixtieth mile .......... } 20.00 | August 23, 1875. 
Seventh section, commencing at eightieth mile, near | 
SIN 35 tia ridawed ede te aaNEHas Gita an verdes | 20.00 | June 16, 1876. 
Eighth section, from Goshen, (west) near Lamoore ..| 20.00 | January 25, 1877. 
Ninth section, from Lamoore to Huron..............- 20.00 | February 21, 1377. 
Tenth section, from near Bealeville to Mojave ....... 41.66 | February 13, 1373. 
ROR since Medame edadsecee Sdebeccece cece init ae 


: From Mojave to the eastern boundary of the State and from Tres Pinos to Huron, 
the former about two hundred miles in length and the latter varying according to 
— from one hundred to one hundred and sixty miles, remain unbuilt, and the 
macs granted remain unvested inthecompany. ‘The total land grant under the act 
seg J) Was, Say, for five hundred and eighty-eight miles, at 12,400 acres per mile, 
‘026,400 acres, Of this grant 2,768,576 acres have vested in the company by virtue 
vane’ Construction of the 231.92 miles of road referred to, and 4,757,824 remain un- 
‘Arned by construction and unvested. No part of the line aided by a land grant 
pepe under construction ; nor is it believed that the company has any intention 
construct their road from Mojave eastward. For a statement of the sales of 
‘un’, cost of construction, and other matters connected with the Southern Pacific 


eference i ‘ ° . ‘ 
“renee is made to that part of the report embracing the Texas Southern route 
mediately succeeding this. 








HE TEXAS SOUTHERN, OR ROUTE ON THIRTY-SECOND PARALLEL O% 


tet nae and Pacific Railway Company.—This company was chartered by the 

Pacifie Rati ~ pproved March 3, 1871, entitled ‘‘ An act to incorporate the Texas 

purposes,” road Company, and to aid in the construction of its road, and for other 
Section (16 Stats., 572; see Auditor's Report for 1880, page 170.) 

a point at oe enates the route, which may be stated. as follows, namely 

throngh New i, Marshall, Texas ; thence to a point at or near El Paso ; thence 

southwestern | exico and Arizona to a point on the Rio Colorado, at or near the 

tion thereof a soundary of California ; thence to San Diego, pursuing in the loca- 
The compan near as may be the thirty-second parallel of north latitude. 

Sary to ca: ly Was vested with all the powers, privileges, and immunities neces- 

; carry into effect the purposes of the act. 


See iS 
tion 8 grants a right of way through the public lands to the extent of two 


XI—_83 


LATITUDE. 


: From 
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hundred feet in width on each side of the railroad, and grounds for station 


’ s, build 
ings, workshops, <c., not exceeding forty acres of land at any one point 











To aid in the construction of said road, section 9 grants every alternate odd 
numbered section of public lands, not mineral, to the amount of ‘forty sections or 
25,600 acres per mile in the Territories, and twenty sections or 12,800 acres per mile 
in California ; 

Section 17 provides that the company shall commence construction sir usly 
at San Diego, California, and at Marshall, Texas, and that at least fifty consecutive 
miles from each of said points shall be completed and in running order y two 
years after the passage of the act, and to so continue to construct each year there 
after a suflicient number of miles to secure the completion of the whole | "ee 
within ten years, that is, by March 3, 1881. The act of May 2, 1872, exter ithe 
time to May 2, 1882. 

Section 13 of the original act provides for the appointment of a commissior ry 
the President of the United States to examine the various sections of twenty miles 
of road as completed ; and upon the acceptance by the President of tl 





United States of said sections patents shall be is 


so earned 





ued to said company forthe 





By the act of Congress approved May 1872, the name tyle, and title was 
changed to ‘the Texas and Pacific Railway Company section 17 of the act of 









March 3, 1871, amended so as to require that at least one h 
miles of railroad should be completed and in ruaning order wi 
the passage of the act, that is, by May 1, 1874; (three hundred 
in operation before thattime.) It also provides thatthe company shall ¢ nence 
construction from San Diego eastward within one year, that is, by May 1, 1873, and 
construct not less than ten miles before the expiration of the second year, and 
thereafter not less than twenty-five miles per arpnum in continuous line between 
San Diego and the Colorado River until the junction is formed with the line from 
the east. Littleor none of the linefrom San Diego eastward has been constructed 
From the Colorado River at Yuma, Arizona, alineof railroad has been constructed 
by another company, known as the Southern Pacitic Railroad Company of Arizona 
under the supposition that the general law of 1875 gave them a right of way over 
the public lands of the United States, although section 5 of that act excepted any 
lands specially reserved from sale 

In March, 1872, the Texas and Pacific Railway Company acquired by purchas« 
and consolidation all of the franchises and property of the Southern Pacitic Rail 
road Company, a corporation organized under the laws of Texas, and operating 
sixty-six miles of road between Shreveport and Longview, with a right to exten 
its line to El Paso. It subsequently acquired, in like manner, the charter privi 
leges and property of the Southern Transcontinental Railway Company, organ 
ized under the laws of Texas, with right to construct a road from the northeast 
boundary of the State to El Paso, and the property and franchises of the Memphi 
El Paso and Pacific Railroad Company, another Texas corporatior 


ndred consecutive 
S aiter 


i were 














On May 31, 1850, the number of miles of road operated was as follows, namely 
From Shreveport, Louisiana, to Fort Worth, Texas...... ..............eee 219.69 
From Texarkana to Sherman. . 155.12 
From Marshall to Texarkana . ee es 69.05 

PO icncsewiccans wewsencaceee se alihtie Mathiesen al 443.81 

The first section, extending from Marshall to Dallas, a distance of one hundred 


and forty-seven miles, was accepted by the President of the United States Ay 
1274; the second section, extending from Marshall to boundary-line between Lou 
isiana and Texas, (22.12 miles,) from Marshall to Texarkana, (74.23 miles 


Shreveport to Brookston, (56.18 miles,) was accepted Aug 


ril 7 


and tro 


st 9, 1875. The last sec 











tion, extending from Texarkana Junction to Brookston, and from Dallas to Fort 
Worth, a distance of one hundred and twenty-seven miles, was accepted March & 
1877. 


The company has already entered into a contract for the completion of the road 
from Fort Worth to El Paso, a distance of six hundred mil 
commenced March 5, 1880, and the whole lins 
1883 
The quantity of land granted to the Texas and Pacific Railway Company is es 
timated at 15,000,000 acres, lying in Mexico, Arizona, and California. ~ No lands 
have been earned by construction of railroad in California or the Territories, and 
consequently none have yet vested in the company; but the right of way and the 
land grant are subject, under the provisions of section 17 of the charter act and 
section 5 of the supplemental act of May 2, 1872, to such action as Congress may 
deem necessary to secure a speedy completion of the road : 
The cost ef construction and equipment on May 31, 1880, is reported at $27,418 


es The work was 
eted by January 1 





to be com 





107.94, which includes expenditures for surveys and location of entire line of 1,457 
miles west of Fort Worth. The average cost per mile is $61,771. 

The Southern Pacific Railroad Company. The act of Congress approved March 
3, 1871, which incorporated the Texas Pacific, provides, in section 23, that for the 
purpose of connecting the Texas Pacific Railroad with the city of San Francisco the 
Southern Pacific Railroad Company of California is authorized to construct a line 
of railroad from a point at or near Tehachapa Pass, by way of Los Angeles, to the 
Texas Pacitic Railroad at or near the Colorado River, with the same rights, grants 
and privileges, and subject to the same limitations, restrictions, and conditions as 
were granted by the act of July 27, 1866, before referred to 

The grant of land under this act, being 12,800 acres per mile of road from th 
Colorado River at or near Fort Yumato Mojave—346.96 miles—amounts to 4,441,085 
acres, supposing none of the land to have been otherwise disposed of." The road 
having been constructed, was accepted by the President of the United States ; 
follows, namely 


5 ) Miles Da 
ST. oc cedeceduee cevewnseducecsecdeeadeawee sawenesnuws 50 May », 1874 
ON TE, pecans cocccesccosqusendesccedvecceoeveneeudeseunss 50 No 11, 187 
BOO Bcc cccc cccccecccntctesseccvesseuseseussedescedsvecse nO J 21, 187 
BOCRIOR Fire cv cc vcdccvccoecssaccttcccecesecusseueraseesees su |} 78.59 | Mar 137 
IO Dirks scone cavcnacesessnedanbahacudauneebsnee erent son 118. 37 J 1878 
"OGD . condacd cnewondaddensbesendndaeeededénendecdscnus 346. OF 


On December 31, 1379, the total length 
as follows 
Northern division 
From San Francisco to Tres Pinos 
From Carnadero to Soledad 





BOAR «onc ccwcad aweed coccesesecesseeceoesces 
Southern division Miles 
From Huron, via Goshen and Los Angeles, to west bank of Colorado Rive 52k. 56 
From Los Angeles to Wilmington...........cceccccccccsccccscccece : 22. OF) 
Datel .....«ssnswsauauaveucss 550. 62 





Total miles of railroad owned, 711.51; of which 578.88 have been sabsidized with 


a land grant from the United States 
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own as ‘ desert land, totally incapable of be made useful for ¢} 
getation or animal life Llowever, wears ] is running w ater 
portions of it may be: used for pasturag * The Souther n Ps 
Company would be glad to co-operate witl the Government oe 
by its alternate sections could be le ast d or sold in lar 
grazing; and there are millions of acres which it would be 
Irposes outri ht, at twe nty cents an acre "On the oth 
or part cash vil ited annua — port to the stockholders, “spe aks in the 
nnum, payable he fol lowing xtracts aro taken from the report of the la 
bout £2 pel annot forbear, in this connection, alluding once more to the imm 
igricultural productions, and to the surprising effect of irrigati muy 
Southern California. * * * Lands previously of no value but as < * , 
e now becoming the homesteads of thrifty, industrious tamilik : 
ld ' I tH stimat a use of water, the valuable lucern known as alfalfa has been in 
alue $1.25 per acti é pany ti- t possible to sustain a greater number of cattle. * * * nd 
he United States, as stated in their lastannual | can be cut three or four times in a season, realizing to the acre ten or tw: 
ds of £40.000.000 of hay perannum. * * * Butall that part of the State in which this co, 
tof ral lands are situated is especially adapted by climate, soil and situation, to the 
; of semi-tropical fruits. * * * Even where water, through canals. c annot} 
072.00 | cured, the lands sell, the purchaser being able, by boring a well and ¢) 
441, 0&8. 00 ance of a ‘windmill,’ to cultivate acres enough to support a family 
——_—_——. | ‘desert lands’ are thus made available or useful.’ ; 
064, 160. 00 In regard to the ‘‘ mussel slough” lands, about which there has been s 
10 | ble between the company and the sett] ers, the land agent says: “ Had 
| for the discovery that portions of the land in the San Joaquin and Tulare 
11, 684, 536.60 | are susceptible to irrigation by diverting the streams from the mount 
them by means of extensive canals and systems of irrig sting r di itches, t 
413,760.00 | lands of the company would have been unsalable to this dav, and. lik 
550. 400. 00 portions referred to, would have been regarded as desert lands. » S00! 
ee 0) WAS WA ObVioUS a NUuMber of that eee ident and speculating class to } 
11, 964, 160. 00 | in all communities rushed in upon the lands within the limits of the grant 
aE _ | defiance of the law and the officers of the courts, sought to set up clair 
‘ lifficult to estimate the quantity of | emptors or technical ‘settlers.’ Their very presence, their threats as wé 
to the company from these land grants, as thereare | open resistance to the company, with the aid of demagogues who sought t 
limits s areas of Spanish grants and lands otherwise ex- by their trespass, made it dition ult or impossible for the company to dispose of 
ill pro le that there will be sufficient available lands be lands in the vicinity. Inthis lawless way the wishes of the railroa Mb company 
ted States within the indemnity limits to make good these de- | the purposes 0 f Congress in making the grant were defeated. But for thi 
ys: “At the time this grant was made, the value of the | ward interr uption of the course of law. “which has only very slowly Nae n 
as the best land in Southern California had long been | demned by the executive and judicial officers, the company would iors been ¢ 
nish-speaking residents and their de scendants, and were | abled to transfer into the ha anc s of solid and respectable persons many thousands 
ng purposes, several acres in tl ee of acres, and with the traffic derived from their cultivation it would have been ab! 
So broken, dry, and forbidding in ‘emp ct was the re- | to prosec ~ the work on the remaining gap in its lines of road 
position of the Government, that no one, at that day To June 1880, the cost of construction of the 711.51 miles of railroad owne: 
rhtest assistance toward the building of the road. by this com codes was $62,919,109.72, and of equipment $1,248,533.81. Total co 


4 L cost 





In any 
*unbroken tr 


aes AOS Sn a hae RR 


to this day. Itresembles, and iscommonly  $4,767,643.23, or at an average rate of $91,082 per mile. 


CAPITULATION. 


on Central! Atlantic and t & | m > 
route Pacific. cific Texas Pac 


res estimated to be obtained 12, 500, 000 , 200, 17, 008, 150 | 445, 000 | 12, 000, 000 
100, OOO 0, 419 140, 000 5, 687, 176 None. 
16, 509 R, 388, 15% 504, 536 | 1, 048, 090 None. 
cres sold by cqpapeni S os : . 2, 600, 000 5, 469, 004 215, 279, 623 None. 
1ount realized from sal eceeeeeee| $9,000,000 00 | $25, 742, 729 00 8623, 7: ( $1, 17, 256 00 | None. 
> price per acre weeeennes| $3 46 | $4 71 2 90 | 4 None 
res vented unsok . a 12, 400, 000 24, 950,177 925 0 | », 407, 55 Non 
Estimated valne....... _ . . | $31, 000, 000 00 | $39, 260, 499 00 1,850,000 00 | $6, 73 None. 
Acres unvested by res n of non-constructiol v2 | 27, 500, 000 | 1, 781, 632 >, &68, 150 5 : 12, 000, 000 
P ] =. 750, 000 60 24, 454, OS0 00 =31 », 300 00 | $5, 847,2 ) | $24, 000, 000 00 


res land granted, if all received : 57, 920, 000 1, 458, 92 51, 840. 000 11, 967, 488 18. 000, 000 
7 
] 


A 

A‘ 

Acres earned by construction 
Acres paten ted to companies 
\ 
\ 
AV 
Ac 


{ 


e832 00 691, 97 | $64, 767, 643 27, 418, 108 00 

3, 224 00 Se0, 7 $91 20 £61, 771 00 
*617 
B40 
) 00 =5, 600, 000 00 | $58, 125, 000 00 | $10,500,000 00 | € 710, 000 00 

, 868 00 000 00 | £25, 000 00 $30, 000 00 | £30, 000 00 

2, 700 3, 554 2 500 929 1, 901 

$75, 000, 000 00 |2323, 952, 888 00 | $88, 816,974 00 | $75, 267, 643 00 | $71, 128, 108 00 
Sze, 000 00 $91,151 00 | $35, 526 00 | $81, 020 00 37, 416 00 

1, 000 00 | £91, 069,300 09 | $50, 000, 000 00 | $23, ¢ 000 00 | £47, 525, 000 00 


$22, 000 00 | 325, 624 00 $20, 000 00 #25, 000 00 $20, 000 00 


139. 19 


+320 mil 


he Texas and Pacific act contains no provision of the kind re ferred t 
no section or clause providing for any repeal of the charter or grants 
The Southern Pacific obtained its gran t under the Atlantic na Paci 
ind is subject to the same conditions as that company. 
The California and Oregon act, page 178 of Audi moth ay fo 
tion 8, provides that “ all the lands not conveyed by patent to ‘ai 
companies, as the case may be, at the date of any such vfailur , shal 


Ur 1ited States. 


500. OOO | 


lL 
12. 000, 000 
cific, the Atlantic and Pacific, and the Texas 
vig } 1ing forward the work of construction ; and it may LIGHTING THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
calculated that these railroads will be con plet ed within the next bmit ssolution in rel- 
ov ‘ , ad ¢£ resoluti 
Che California and Oregon uncompleted road extends from Redding Mr. ELLIS, by unanimous consent, submitted a 


| 
a TI [E0'S FRENCH 
1 » District 
n line of the State of California, a distance of about one hundred and | erence to li; chting the public buildings at 1d grot inds i - the I 


Auditor of Rau 


i the country there iso of such a mountainous character as ey uire | of Columbia with elect ricity ; : which was referre d to the Comm! 
creat expense, so much so that it is very doubtt ul if the road on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
SYMPATHY FOR THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 


Mr. GILLETTE, by unanimous consent, introduced a aie 
rei 


wille ilt. 

The Southern Pacific uncompleted road extends from Tres Pinos to Huron, across 
the coast ran a difficult and costly line; and from Mojave to the eastern line of 
the State of California, at or near a point called ‘‘ The Needles,” over a desert 
country Neither of these parts of the Southern Pacitic are under construction, 
and, as in the California and Oregon case, it is very doubtful when they will be 
built, if ever. 

As to the forfeiture of ar y of these grants, the opinion of the Attorney-General 
of the United States in the case of the Atlantic and Pacitic Railroad Company is 
given on page 111 of my last annual report 

The Northern Pacitic act is similar to that which granted lands to the Atlantic 
and Pacitic in respect to the provisic ns for any action by Congress looking toa 
completion of the road 


expressing sympathy for the present condition of affairs in 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. ee 
Mr. GILLETTE also, by unanimous consent, presented —. 
of the Board of Trade of the city of Des Moines, Iowa, praying | - 
th .e improvement of the Mississippi River; w hich were reterre’ 
he Committee on Commerce. 


pica A je 


LP ABO A od 











1881. 
——— ss 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 


Mr. ANDERSON, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of 
tha Legislature of the State of Kansas, in relation to contagious dis- 
aaen OF domestic animals. 

PUBLIC BUILDING 
Mr. BLACKBURN, ) ) 
to provide for the erection of a public building for the use 


eas 


IN LEXINGTON, KENTUCRY. 


by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. 





Vo T1lha) tO ] . . ; ; 

a » United States post-oftice, revenue oftice, and such other Gov- 
snment offices as may be located at Lexington, Kentucky ; which 
on read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Pub- 


Poildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
COUNTING THE ELECTORAL 


VOTE, 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, in obedience to the authority given 
he concurrent resolution of the two Houses for the purpose of 


the electoral votes for President and Vice-President of the 








lpited States, appoints as tellers on the part of the House Mr. House, 
* Topnessee, and Mr. CROWLEY, of New York. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
eSPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read Rule XXVIII 


soverning the order of business for to-< 
he Clerk read as follows: 


lay. 
anding rule or order of the House shall be rescinded or changed without 
.y's notice of the motion therefor, and no rule shall be suspended except by 
of two-thirds of the members present, nor shall the Speaker entertain a 
to suspend the rules except on the first and third Mondays of each month 
the call of States and Territories shall have been completed, preference being 
st Monday to individuals and on the third Monday to committees, 
1¢ last six days of a session. 
| is to suspend the rules shall, before being submitted to the House, 
nded by a majority by tellers, if demanded. 
When a motion to suspend the rules has been seconded, it shall be in order, 
the final vote is taken thereon, to debate the proposition to be voted upon 
‘or thirty minutes, one-half of such time to be given to debate in favor of, and one- 
to debate in opposition to, such proposition, and the same right of debate shall 
wed whenever the previous question has been ordered on any proposition on 
there has been no debate. 


NITED STATES AND BRITISH PROVINCES RECIPROCITY TREATY. 
Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask to suspend the rules and pass 
the joint resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 
lhe Clerk read as follows: 


thet 
I n 
the i 








the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer- 

i ess assembled, That whereas it appears desirable that reciprocal rela- 
i exist between the United States and the British provinces adjacent to 

thern frontier, upon a basis assimilating to that of the reciprocal treaty 

e existing and now abrogated, as far as the present conditions of our in- 
render desirable, the President of the United States be, and hereby is, au- 


ed toappoint three commissioners, by and with the advice and consent of the 
‘enate, to confer with other commissioners to be appointed by the Government of 
iin, whenever it shall be the wish of that government to appoint commis- 


spart; such commissioners on the part of this Government to ascertain 
ton what basis a treaty of reciprocal trade for the mutual benefit of the 
plc of the United States and the said provinces can be negotiated. 





Tle SPEAKER. Is there a report accompanying this resolution ? 
“2 Mr.COX. There is a very lengthy report. 
[he SPEAKER. The Chair understands that there is a unanimous 
P rt from the Committee on Foreign Affairs as to this bill. 

Mr. COX, There is a minority report. 


The SPEAKER. Then the Chair is mistaken. 
Mr. MILLS. What is the question pending ? 
fhe SPEAKER. ‘The motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
s to suspend the rules and put upon its passage the joint resolution 
vith amendments as reported from the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
st read by the Clerk. 

Mr. MILLS, Is it open for debate ? 

[he SPEAKER. It will be under the rule if the motion to suspend 
s seconded by tellers. The Chair is informed that the committee 
I wend certain amendments, which the Clerk will report. 
ibe Clerk read as follows: 


ommittee recommend that the following words be stricken out: 
reas it —_ s desirable that reciprocal relations should exist between the 
i States anc the British provinces adjacent to our northern frontier, upon 
‘assimuating to that of the reciprocal treaty heretofore existing and now 
t \s Tar as the present conditions of our industry render desirable.” 
ne 9, strike out the word ‘ authorized” and i 
inke out the words ‘a treaty of,” and in line 17 
nd insert ‘‘ established.” * 
tae proposed amendments the joint resolution reads as follows: 
ld ., That the President of the United States be, and hereby is, requested 
three commissioners, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
''with other commissioners to be appointed by the Government of Great 
ict Heneveritshall be the wish of that government to appoint commissioners 
so. J stich commissioners on the part of this Government to ascertain and 
| what basis reciprocal trade, for the mutual benefit of the people of the 
ates and the said provinces, can be established. 
‘Ir, BREWER, 
t resolution, 


¢ tty 


requested; " in 
ke out the word ‘‘ ne- 





Insel 


atr 


Ls 


I ask for the reading of the report accompanying 


id; Mr, BLAND. I rise to a question of order. 
ag SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

‘ ‘ BLAND, This is a motion to suspend the rules and pass the 
ons mation be ofan oo motion has not yet been adopted. If that 
for one, authorising the readin ot at ee ionmeen, nied —r 

3 e 1 sading o alia cath reel . wr 
1 ti The SPEAKER. T aing of this report without objection. 


e Chair cannot understand why a report of the 


use which i. a: u 
Which is directed to be made by the House, and required to 
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be made in accordance with the rules of the House, should not be 
read as explaining the provisions of the measure to which it relates, 
if demanded. The Chair can conceive of no other object in making 
the report. It is, in fact, part of the record coming from the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BLAND. The report accompanying the resolution is no part 
of the question on which a vote is to be taken. If fifteen minutes 
be allowed for debate upon the resolution, and the report is read 
within the fifteen minutes, it will probably come within the language 
of the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not take it 
utes allowed for debate. 

Mr. BLAND. It might take all day to read it. 
ing. I have a right to object to it. 
rules. 

Mr. MURCH. I make the point of order, Mr. Speaker, that this is 
a committee report. The time for reading the report should not come 
out of the fifteen minutes if it is a committee report. If it is an in- 
dividual report the time of the reading of the report should come 
out of the time allowed for individual discussion upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see any distinction if the re- 
port is authorized in manner as has been stated by the Chair. The 
Chair thinks that the reading of the report is a right which can be 
demanded. 

Mr. BLAND. 





out of the fifteen min- 


I object to its read- 
This is a motion to suspend the 


Unless it is in order one objection would prevent its 
being read. I say that it is not in order under a motion to suspend 
the rules. The Chair will remember that the mere motion to suspend 
the rules does not suspend them. Therules we apply to this are still 
in force. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Let me suggest, Mr. Speaker, that in my judgment 
the reading of the report is but a part of the record of the case. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so held. 

Mr. BLAND. The point that I make is that no debate is allowed 
on the motion to suspend the rules. This is a motion to suspend the 
rules, and the reading of the report is in the nature of debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that under the new rules, 
the gentleman will remember, fifteen minutes’ debate is allowed on 
the motion to suspend the rules and pass a measure. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that the resolution proposed be read again. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is perfectly idle to read the 
resolution unless members are silent in the House. 

Mr. COX. I think I can solve this question by one word. 
the day for individual motions to suspend the rules. This report 
comes from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts makes this on his own individual responsibility. I 
submit, therefore, the report need not necessarily be read to-day, even 
though some member call for the reading of it. 

Mr. BLAND. The point I make is that the report can only be read 
as a part of the fifteen minutes’ debate on each side allowed by the 
rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read Rule XXXI. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


This is 


When the reading of a ay other than one upon which the House is called to 
give a final voteis demanded, and the same is objected to by any member, it shall 
be determined without debate by a vote of the House. 


Mr. BLAND. That is one of 
which can be suspended. 

The SPEAKER. It is not yet suspended. 

Mr. BLAND. This is a motion to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend does not suspend the rules 
Before the House actually votes to suspend the rules, the rules are not 
suspended, 

Mr. CONGER. I submit tothe Chair, that if the question of read- 
ing the report from a committee on a measure sought to be passed is 
to be determined by the House, then the value of having a report 
from a committee would be in a great measure lost. I do not think 
the Chair has ever decided that the rule applies to the reading of re 
ports of committees when the question is on the passage of the bill 
or resolution to which the report relates. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is clearly of opinion the report ought 
to be read, butunder Rule XXXI he proposes to submit that ques- 
tion to the House. 

Mr. CONGER. If the reading of the report can be demanded as a 
right, the Chair should not submit the question to the House, 
whether it should be read, but should rule that it must be read. 

The SPEAKER. This is perhaps not a paper “upon which the 
House is called to give a final vote,” as described in Rule XXXI, but 
it is clearly part of the record from the committee. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire the resolution to be again read. 

Mr. RICE. I rise to ask a parliamentary question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. RICE. Can the views of the minority be read as well as tho 
report of the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes they would be read also. 

Mr. RICE. Both should be read, if either. 

Mr. BLAND. It is well understood, pending a motion to suspend 


the rules of the House, and it is a rule 


the rules, no debate is in order on that motion. 
The SPEAKER. On the contrary,the newrules provide that thirty 

minutes’ debate be allowed. 

[had not got through with my statement. 


Mr. BLAND. The new 





a 


en 
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rules only make this exception: that the proposition may be debated 
for thirty minutes, -fifteen minutes in favor of it and fifteen minutes 
on the other side. And I submit that the reading of the report can 
come in under that debate and in no other way. 


The SPEAKER. 


The gentleman from Michigan asks that the reso- 
lution be again read. The Clerk will again report it 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. BOWMAN. If 1 inay be allowed to make a suggestion I think 
we can do away with the reading of the report. The gentlemen who 
are in favor of this resolution and those who take the lead in repre- 
senting the opposition to it I understand are willing to dispense w ith 
the reading of the report and to have the matter explained on the 
floor during the half hour allowed for debate. I hope no one will 
insist on the reading of the report. We will have half an hour tor 
debate after the motion 

Mr. BREWER. I insist on the reading of the report 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the question ft the House 
whether the paper shall be read. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Idoubt whether the House understands the ques- 
tion to be submitted, as there has been a good deal of disorder. 

The SPEAKER. Ths gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bow- 
MAN ] moves to suspend the rules and pass a joint resolution coming 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, unanimously recommended 
by that committee. 

Mr. COX. Not unanimously. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs pardon and corre 
There are minority Views. 

Mr. RICE. A large minority. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BREWER] de- 
mands the reading of the report of the committee. Under Rule XXXI, 
which the Chair has caused to be read, the Chair now proposes to 
submit the question as to the reading of the report to be determined 
by the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Isubmit tothe Chairthat this being a motion to 
suspend the rules includes that rule as well as others. 

The SPEAKER. But the rules are not suspended until the motion 
is carried, and the Chair thinks these reports are part of the record 
from the committee. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask the Chair to allow me one moment 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This is a motion to suspend the rules. Under the 
rule which allows the gentleman from Massachusetts te make his mo- 
tion it is provided there shall be allowed on either side so much time 
for discussion. Now, the reading of this report is in the nature of 
debate, but it must come within the rule in regard to motions to sus- 
pend the rules which allows a certain amount of debate on either side. 
This is not the time for that debate. Therefore it is not in order to 
demand the reading of this report to the exclusion of all other busi- 
ness; nor is it competent for the Chair to submit that question to the 
House previous to the motion to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the report is part of the record 
of the case; but he thinks it is that part of the record which, under 
Rule XXXI, the House by a majority vote has a right to dispense with. 

Mr. SPRINGER. lask the Chair whether the reading of the report 
is not inthe nature of debate | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not called upon to decide that point 
at present. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call upon the Chair to decide that point now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not decide except what he is re- 
quired to decide. The majority of the House can determine by their 
vote whether the report shall be read or not. 

Mr. BLAND. TI rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BLAND. How can a majority of the House do away witharule? 

The SPEAKER. The rule says a majority shall determine as to 
the reading. 

Mr. BLAND. The majority of the House cannot suspend a rule. 

The SPEAKER. But the rules are not yet suspended. This, the 
Chair thinks, is a part of the record; and the reading of the report, 
when demanded, should be determined by the House. Otherwise a 
precedent might be established which might be dangerous in the 
future. 

Mr. BLAND. It takes a two-thirds vote to suspend the rules and 
direct the reading of the report. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks his decision is an equitable one, 
and in accordance with fair play and common sense. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I wish to ask the Chair whether the question to 
be submitted to the House as to the reading of the report carries with 
it the reading of the views of the minority ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks both. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I desire further to ask the Chair whether an ap- 
peal is pending, and whether the House is voting on any appeal from 
the decision of the Chair at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know of any. There may be 
an appeal upon another question of business, not now before the 
House. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I made that inquiry because the House should 
understand that this vote does not settle this question for the future; 
only that the House will or will not hear this report read. If the 
Chair should now make a ruling on the question—— 


s seconded, 


FEBRUARY 7 


The SPEAKER. The Chair makes no ruling, exeey: ; 
7 Pure ° P =? L tO « . 
under Rule XXXI the question of the reading of this pa te i ee 
of the House. Any other ruling of the Chair weald so ‘ 
and would take away from the majority of the House the .. 
control its own business. — 
Mr. RICE. I understand that includes the views of 
as well as the report of the majority. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair so stated. The question now 
the House dispense with the reading of the report of ‘ae 
The question was taken; and upon a division there Ww 
noes «4. 
Before the result of the vote was announced. 
Mr. SPARKS said: A number of gentlemen around 
by mistake. oe 
The SPEAKER. That is their own fault, not the fault of +) a ( 
On dispensing with tl yea 79 


he reading of the report there are—avag * 


aves 


\ ite 


ere— 


fae 
Mr. BLAND. I call for tellers on that question. 
_The question was taken upon ordering tellers, and 
the altfirmative. 

So (the affirmative being one-fifth of a quorum) telle 
and Mr. BLAND and Mr. BOWMAN were appointed. 

The House again divided ; and the tellers reported that 
ayes 3, noes 69, 

Betore the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. CLYMER called for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered, there being 41 i1 
more than one-fifth of the last vote. 5 

Mr. FORT. I would like to have the question agai: 
Chair, as many gentlemen do not understand it. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion that 
dispense with the reading of the report of the Committee 0) 
Affairs upon the joint resolution, for the passage of which a 
sion of the rules has been moved. 


Mr. FORT. 


The SPEAKER. It would. 


The question was taken; 


voting 46; as follows: 


Acklen 
Aiken 
Aldrich, N. W 
Armfield 
Atkins 
Bailey, 
Ballou 
Barber 
Beale 

erry 
Bingham, 
Blake, 
Bland, 
Bliss, 
Bouck 
Bowman 
Bright 
Brown 
Buckner 
Cabell, 
Carlisle 
Chalmers 
Chittenden, 
Claflin 
Clardy, 
Clark, John B. 
Clements 
Colerick, 
Converse 
Covert 
Cowgill, 
Crapo 
Cravens 
Culberson 
Davidson 
Davis, Joseph J 
De La Matyr, 
Dibrell 
Dickey 
Dunn 
Dunnell, 


Aldrich, William 
Anderson 
Baker, 
Beltzhoover, 
Bicknell, 
Bisbee 
Blount, 
Boyd, 
Bragg 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
srigham, 
Burrows, 
Caldwell 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Cannon, 
Carpenter, 
Caswell 
Clymer, 
Cobb, 


ana 


That would include the minority 1 


YEAS—162 


Dwight 
Elam 

E 

Evins 
Felton, 
Fisher 
Forney 
Forsythe 
Fort 
Frost 
Frye 
Geddes 
Gillette 
Go vule 
Gunter 
Hal 
Hammond, John 
Harmer 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Harris, John T. 
Haskell 
Hatch, 
Hazelten 
Henderson 
Herbert 
Herndon 
Hill 
Hiscock, 
Hostetle: 
Houk 
House 
Hunton 
Hurd, 
Johnston 
Kelley 
Kenna 
Killinger 
Kimmel 
Ladd 

Le Fevre 
Loring 


Lounsbery 


Manning 
Martin, Benj. F. 


Martin, Edward L. 


McKenzie 
McLane 
MeMillin 
Mills 
Mitchell, 
Money 


Norcross 
O'Connor 
O Neil! 
O'Reilly 
Orth 
Persons 
Phelps 
Phiste1 
Pound 
Price 
Ray 
eag-an 
Reed, 
Richardson, D.P. 
Richardson, J. 8. 
Robertson 
Robinson 
Ross 


Russell, Daniel L. 


Russell, Wm. A. 
Ryan, Thomas 
Ryon, John W. 
Samford, 
Sawyer 

sx ales 


NAYS—84 


Coffroth 
Conger 
Cook 
Cox, 
Crowley, 
Daggett 


Davis, George R. 


Davis, Horace 


Davis, Lowndes H. 


Deering 
Dick 
Einstein 
Errett, 
Ferdon, 
Field 
Ford 
Godshalk, 
Hammond, N. Jd. 
Hawk, 
Hayes, 
Heilman, 


Hooker 
Horr, 
Hubbell 
Keifer, 
Kitchin, 
Lapham 
Lindsey 
Lowe 
Marsh 
Mason 
McCoid, 
McCook 
McGowan 
McKinley 
Monroe, 
Morrison, 
Newberry, 
Osmer, 
Pacheco, 
Philips 
Poehler 


DOrt 
i 


there were—yeas lt 


Stone 
Talbott 
Thompson 
Tillmar 
Towns 
Tucker 
Turner, Th 
Up legrafi 
Ups 1 
Van 
Van Voor 
Voorhis 
Wadd 
Wait 

Var 
Washb 
Weaver 
Wellbor 
Wells 
White 


Williams, Thomas 
Willis 

Wood, Walter A 
Wright 

Yeates 

Young, Cases 


Prescott 
Rice 
Robesor 
Rothws 
Sapp 
scoville 
Sherwin, _ 
Smith, A. i 
Sparks 
Steele 
Taylor, EzraB 
Thomas = 
Thompson, Wm. & 
Townshend, R. W 
Turner, Uscat 
Tyler Bade: 
Updegratf, Thomas 

Valentine 
Warner, 
Williams, U.& 
Wise 


7 
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NOT VOTING—4t 


Hawley Knott St 











































eV son, 
McMahon aylor, Robert I 
Miles Urner 
, rey Miller Van Aert 
ns Muladr« Wilber 
by Muller Willits 
Neal Vils 
A J Brit Wood, Fernando 
Ke Page Young, Thomas I 
King Richn 
‘ “Tr Y 
on 4 eading of the report Was cispe sed w 
melusion ol the secon d roll 
uf BOWMAN asked. nt h eading ot e names be dis- 
epsed ti). ; 
‘c.f AMP objected. 
Clerk proceeded to read the names oi St ¢: atter which 
ving pairs were announced: 
<pon with Mr. HAWLEY, for the day, on political ques- 
esery ng the right to vote to m k ouol ’ 
' with Mr. MILLER, until Wednesday 
\f iMOND With Mr. JORGENSEN. | 
vf \MMOND of Ne \ York, v H, t Ne V Jerse 
uf ERTON With Mr. TAYLOR, ee 
{iLESs with Mr. SINGLETON, ot nl nois. 
SWELL With Mr. BACHMA> 
vues with Mr. O'BRIEN 
SMITH of Gi rgii | WILBI 0 tical questions. 
uM RD ¥ ith Mr. RTH 
‘ ote | 1 al l ed as Ove stated 
] cER r stion I rs 01 otio! » suspend 
{ILES. I! i i t nOoTtloO 
‘ dere ind Mr. MILLs and Mi \WMAN were ap- 
at ‘ l ¢ ers Trey t ha € > were—avyes 
’, 
»y suspend 8 es iS not sec ded 
GRICULTURI 
ynizes the gentleman from 
M Ci ittee on Agriculture 
1y for motions from committees 
he Committee on Agriculture to 
o the desk on the third Monday 
ot then called: and now. upon 
ll and ask the House by atwo- 
| the title of the bill, when 
M r, on the day assigned to motions 
rules is it in order for the gen- 
ittee has directed him to report 
{ r will see, at once—— 
trom South Carolina will 
His atte icky [Mr. CARLISLE ] makes 
tl that as this io the pi for individual motions to 
Susy the gentlen from South Carolina should not 
ecognition when his comm 3 au tually given the instruc- 
)make the motion for suspension. The Chair supposed that 
ge man sought the floor as an individual member to make the 
Mr. VALENTINE. The gentleman states that he makes the motion 
won his own individual responsi 
_Mr. AIKEN. I ask the Chair, for information, why is it that when 
(am recognized I am not as much entitled as any other member to 
: a Suspension of the rules for the passage of this bill? 





EAKER. 





Because the gent] 1 that he was acting 





el instruction from his committee. 
Mr. AIKEN. I stated no such thing. 
i hie SPEAKER. The ¢ hair so inderstood 
Mr, AIKEN. The Chair staker 
The SPEAKER. Th e Chair will go to the record. 
i. SPRINGER, The gentleman stated that he was instructed by 
‘committee to make this motion in January last, but that he now 


€s the motion on his own responsibility. I submit, however, that 


olntis the same. When a committee has taken charge of a bill 
‘instructed its chairman to move under 


its passage a suspension 


‘he ries on a particular day, and 1 ipon that day the committee is 
yt reached, the bill ought to go over until the next day when that 


u ae 


W 1 Ot busi iness is in order. 
‘CARLISLE, Otherwi 








+ 40 se the effect would be to give the com- 
ste two chances. When a gentleman fails to have his committee 
- a he will then undertake to offer his bill as an individual; and 
vl oo os to get the floor as an individual, then on the next day he 
., Cler the bill as a bill of the committee. 
soad Ms. HASKE LL. Why is not that — gentleman's right? When 
shit iliois cs has obtained recognition of the Speake r and as his own 


| personal privilege and demand asks for a suspension of the — ss On 

a particular subject, who is to question his statement It is just as 
much his right to move a suspension of the rules under sue h circum- 
stances as though no committee had acted on the bill. The gentle- 
man stands here on his individual right. 

Mr. es I desire to aska question. Suppose the time should 
come in the | y of this session when there could be no further 
possible opportunity for a committee to move to suspend the rules, 
what ist 


story 


here in the rules to prevent an individual member in such 


ease from offering in his own right a bill that may have been pre- 
pared by such a committee? 
Mr. CARLISLE. The committee might reconsider its action 


Mr. 
individual 


House upon it 


KENNA. That adds strength to my pro} 


vosition that it is th 
right of the member t I 


a bill and have a vote 
without regard to the action of the committee. 

Mr. AIKEN. I had no instruction from the committee further than 
to ask for a suspension of the rules on the third Monday in January t 
his bill it was nothing but 






» olier ol 


oO 
1} 


It was not called, and I thou ght 


that 


House 


instruction had been ¢g 
my owl 


ight and candid to say to the iven 
he committee. I now, upon 
put its passa 
t the Committee 
have not that right 
hat bill 

doomsday. I 


ity e ask 


action 


responsibil 
‘ward to the 
ilture. I cannot see why I 

un on this fleor. It ma 








) , , } , 
re upon s without re 
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on 
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Lters 


ot. Tl 


as well as any rm: 
he hands of the committee or 1 
to-day put 


ul tl 


ley 


desire it upon issage 


ve it the rules be suspended ar ie bill be p ipon it 


gentleman 
the 


| 
| 
; 
3 one the 
V to have ti tlouse suspend t ruies 
AIKEN, [hat is not a portion of my motionat all. I beg pa 
don of the Chair, but he misunderstands my motive If it had been 
an adverse report from the Committee on Agriculture, I hold I would 
not have been allowed to present it. It was a favorable report from 
the committee: but inasmuch as the committee failed to effect what 
they desired, I now, as an individual member, ask permission, having 
received recognition from ome hair, to have it put upon its passage 
without reference to wh ‘ ! lone 
think it nothin gy more than the 1 
The SPEAKER The Clerk w 
The erk read as follows 
A l T ‘ 1 or the itio Tk 9 y 
] ne d That the Dey Ag ult estab ‘ 


The difficulty is 


iat the committee acted on subject 


committee 








mentof the United States 
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gover! shallt 
secretary, 


with the 


ntrol of a 


vision 


> ‘ 
President 
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advice 
pensation 


mp 
tments of the ¢ 





ill be 


ho 


1 the Department of Agric eanaA 
shall be a practic il agriculturist, to | l 
and with the uivice and consent of the S« te wd who at l 





riment as may ve presc bed by the 
aw, and who shall be entitled to an ar | salary of $3,500 


Le partment 





itment of 


salary of $3,000 





1 of ento 















mology the l in entomologist, whose duty it shall be, subject 
to the cont I secretal to vestigate t rit all destructi nse 
and to collect such statis $as will show t ‘ upon the textile, cereal, and 
other crops of { Ll States; and said entomologist ull receis in annual 
salary of 23,000 
SI Chat } 1 to the ities reé ed e Commissioner of Agricult 
re under existing | t shall be the further du tt Secretary of Agricult 
ure to collect rllate t submit to Congress, at every regular session, the agr 
cultural st 3s of the United States, including those relating to labor and t 
prices pa e@ sar » the transportat reight of agricultaral product 
live stock, : anufac ed artic! location and number of mann 
res, witht 8 es of raw eir markets 
Ss 6. T ’ and part x to the Department of Agricult 
@ no ‘ 3 far Sat re applicable and notin conflict 
his dir ll force 1 effec 


Mr. COVERT. I demand a second. 
The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Covert and Mr. AIKEN as tellers 
rhe House divided; and the tellers reported ~—ayes 95, noes Ob. 





the motion was seconded. 
. SPE AKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from South 
C 1{Mr. AIKEN] as in charge of the bill. Fifteen minutes is 
llowed each side. The Chair has suggested heretofore that ten 


In advocacy 


minutes 


and fifteen against the proposition, 
remain to tho favor 


anen 


ast live who are In ot 


‘Ido not desire to consume the time of the House, 
during this Congress addressed myself to this sub- 
five minutes of time to the gentleman from 
MULDROW. ] 

The gentleman is not 


1e 
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vield 


Mr. 


0 





in the House. 


ER. 
Mr. AIKEN. I yield the other five minut 


hi 


es of my time to 6 gen- 
tlema om Ohio, [Mr. UppEGRAF! } 
Mr PDEGRAFYF, of Ohio, addressed the House. See Appendix. ] 
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a ta 


myself, I will yield the floor to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
CovERt, | chairman of the Committee on Agriculture. ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York has fifteen min- 
utes in opposition. 

Mr. COVERT. Mr. Speaker, I occupy to some extent an embar- 
rassing position so far as my action on the pending bill is concerned. 
I have the honor to be chairman of the committee from which this 
billemanates. I had the pleasure of participating with my associates 
on that committee in the discussion which led to the formulation and 
adoption of the bill now before the House. I assume, sir, that per- 
haps the only important argument w hich is submitted for the adop- 
tion of this measure is in the fact that a large proportion of the peo- 
ple of this country who are engaged in industrial pursuits are en- 
gaged in someone branch of the business of agriculture. Itseems to me 
therein liesone great reason why this bill should not be adopted by this 
House and should not be enacted into law. We have, sir, the spectacle 


presented of a large class of the people, already strong in numbers, | 
. j 
strong in material resources and abundantly able to protect their own | 


interests, clamoring for the elevation of this department and for the 
adispe!r gS 
sce our commercial interests lying prostrate and our manufacturing 
interests by no means such as they should be, yet no demand comes 


up from those engaged either in commerce or manufactures asking | 


special governmental intervention in their behalf. 

Mr. BLAND. I would like to ask the gentleman from New York a 
question. 
“Mr. COVERT. Certainly. 
Mr. BLAND. I would like to ask the gentleman if nearly every 
manufacturing and industrial interest in the country is not now pro- 
tected, exe ept—— 

Mr. COVERT. I was referring, Mr. Speaker 
Mr. BLAND. I ask the gentleman from New Yock if it is not true 
that nearly every interest in this country is not now protected, ex- 
cepting the farming interest? 

Mr. COVERT. I was about to say, Mr. Speaker, that the remarks 
I have made had reference solely and entirely to the subject of direct 


) 


governmental aid, which is invoked in favor of certain classes of our | 
people engaged in industrial pursuits. I know the argument is used | 
| 


y those in favor of this bill that other countries have adopted this 


system of governmental aid in this direction. But I beg to say to} 


gentlemen who use this as an argument that our theory of govern- 
ment is fashioned upon another plan, upon another system, and is of 
an entirely different sort from those governments abroad which ex- 
tend special aid in these various directions. In England, in France, 
and in other European countries they extend governmental subsidies 
in various directions that would not be dreamed of in our country. 
They extend governmental aid to art, to music, to the drama, as well 
as to various departments of labor which, under our system of gov- 


design of the framers and founders of our Constitution was that 
every person and every class of industry here should stand entirely 


upon its own basis, without reference to governmental aid or special | 
privileges. There is absolutely no warrant in the Constitution for | 


the so-called “elevation ” of this Department of Agriculture, and no 
warrant even for the establishment or existence of a Department of 
Agriculture as it stands to-day. 

That Department, Mr. Speaker, stands to-day as the illegitimate 


child of this Government; and while every child, illegitimate or | 
otherwise, is entitled to support during its infancy, so I have very | 


cheerfully given, as other gentlemen have given, support to the De- 


partment of Agriculture so long as its existence was maintained and | 


the statute creating it remained unrepealed upon the statute-book. 
But when we are asked here to go astep beyond this, to go and delib- 
erately erect this Department into a still higher one and make it a 
Cabinet department, then I desire to record my emphatic opposition 
to the measure. LI say, without fear of successful contradiction, that 


this request is not made by the real agriculturists of this country or | 


by any relatively large number of thoughtful or intelligent men 
engaged in that business throughout the length and breadth of this 
land. The intelligent and thoughtful farmer belongs to his local 
grange, to his town, county, or State agricultural society, and has the 
and his needs. These give him the latest experimental information 
on all questions in which he takes an interest in connection with his 
business. He is self-reliant, and does not come to besiege the doors 
of Congress asking that this be made a Cabinet department or that 
the Commissioner be made a Cabinet officer under the Government. 

I make the prophecy here and now that if this bill is enacted into 
a law, if this position is elevated to a Cabinet position, it will becomea 
political engine rather than a department of the Government intended 
to foster and promote the interests of agriculture. Where, sir, is the 
necessity of this Department as contemplated in this bill? Under 
the law as it stands to-day the Commissioner of Agriculture, while he 


President. There is not a single message coming from the Executive 
to Congress that does not make reference in some way to the agri- 
cultural interests and needs of the country founded upon these reports 


which the Commissioner sends in. Hestands now in that respect as 


he would stand if he were elevated to a Cabinet position, as the 
agency between the Executive and Congress, through which these 


of special favors to them, when, with the same glance, we | 





| proposed bill seeks to largely increase the number of oflicials: 


| tive department of that character; believing that this action | 
has not a seat in the Cabinet, yet makes his reports directly to the | 


suggestions looking to the agricultural needs of the conn 
for consideration. If this Department were made a Cabinet «, 
ment, he could do nothing more than he does now. Hoe « 
no more than that if he had a seat in the Cabinet. 
if he held a Cabinet position he could do no more iy the 
agriculture than he has been enabled to do holding his presen: , 
tion. The only difference would be that according to the tery salt 
bill there would be a multitude of minor officers under his in aC 
ale control, a whole corps of subordinates, which would be eon, 
increasing in numbers, all to be paid at the Government o 
and thereby creating positions that might be given out as a ray 
for party services rendered or to come. And the spectacle a a8 
presented of this Department, originally designed to induce thon, 
and experimental action on the part of the agricultnrists of th 
country, a bureau intended merely as an experimental department 
according to the terms of the act creating it—the spe tacle would lia 
presented, I say, of this institution, originally intended to syheors, 
good purposes, becoming a mere political position to be of 
awarded to somebody for political services. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him: 
tion ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope the gentleman will not be inte 
the short time allowed him. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I merely wish to ask the gentleman w! 


Os}. 


Ape! 


ser va 


} 
ered or 


|} should be made a Cabinet position, it should make it any 


political engine or department than any other Department 
Government? 

Mr. COVERT. I will answer the gentleman. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I mean properly conducted under the lay 

Mr. COVERT. Iwill give tomy friend from Minnesota the reasons 
that have induced me to take the stand that I do in reference to this 
matter, and I beg to assure him and this House that I have given to 
this question very considerable thought, and I did that because I ye 
garded it as a very important question for our consideration. | wil] 
tell my friend from Minnesota that if this is made an Executive De. 
partment—a Cabinet position—that the various offices under the co.- 
trol of the Department will be parceled out as rewards for party 
service. I submit, sir, that such a change as is contemplated y 
transform the Department into a medium for dispensin 
favors and conferring political rewards. 

We tind the law as it exists upon our statute-book to-day pro 
for a comparatively cheap and inexpensive medium through whic! 
and by which information on agricultural topics can be submitted t 
the people. The Commissioner is paid a reasonable salary for his 
services. The Committee on Agriculture in formulating their appro- 
priation bills have adhered to the organic law by which this depart- 


r nolit 


| ment was created; and we have been economical and saving in the 
| adjustment of the salaries of its oflicers. 
ernment, would not receive any consideration of that character. The | 


This bill upon which we are now called suddenly to act transform 
the Commissioner into a Secretary of Agriculture, with the sam 
compensation as is given to Secretaries of other Executive Depart 
ments of the Government. It creates additional officers. An assist- 
ant secretary is provided at a salary of $3,500. A veterinary division 


is established of a permanent character, with a corps of officers and 


| attachés, and permanency is given to the entomological bureau 
| The secretary to be created is made to watch and report upon the cou- 


dition of the labor market, and upon the details of freight taritis and 
other business questions. All these details, which I have not the time 
now to enumerate, much less to dwell upon, will call for the appoint- 
ment of men to public places. This bill, framed in the way I hav 
thus briefly attempted to outline, is not in harmony with the objec 
and the purpose for which this department was originally created 


I defy any gentleman on this floor to read that organic act carelully 


e 
+ 
( 


| and refrain from the conclusion that this department was intended 


as a temporary and experimental department only. By this bill its 
commendable purposes are sought to be changed so that it shal: be 
come a medium for dispensing political favors. I claim there Is nots- 
ing in the Constitution to warrant what is sought to be brought 
about by the passage of this law. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I submit to the gentleman that he has not 


| answered my question. 
benefit of periodicals and newspapers published specially for his uses | 


Mr. COVERT. I beg to say to my friend from Minnesota t at I 
have attempted to answer his question directly and fully. Whe 
this proposition is presented to us, that the department as at prese! 
constituted meets the demands made upon it and fully subser\ a 
purposes of the organic act which led to its existence, and when th 


na 
1 


is 


augment their salaries, what conclusion can be reached exc 
very proposition my friend from Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL| 
combat? Oe 

Holding as I do, Mr. Speaker, that there is no authority anc as" 


lutely no warrant in the Constitution for the creation of an exe - 


ligent, ane 


pressed by any large majority of really thoughtful, intelig 


practical agriculturists; and believing moreover that the ae 
| ural needs of the country are abundantly subserved by the exis's 


. : ; e incerey 
department, rendering further action unnecessary, I most sin aan 


hope the House will not agree to the passage of the proposed 
ure. I yield now to my friend from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN. | 


. ; ~antion of a new 
Mr. REAGAN. I am not unfriendly to the creation 0 ne 
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raed of the Government, but I do not favor the present bill. 
pill is simply an enlargement of the powers of the Agricultural 
nd the making the Commissioner of Agriculture a Cabinet 
hiect ig one of very great moment. The agricultural, the 
manufacturing, and the mining interests of this 
- ought, it seems to me, to be placed under a separate and 
-ndent department of the Government, which I would call the 
nt of Industry, in order to embrace the whole of them. 
that the billought to provide for transferring the different 
reaus in the Interior, the Treasury, and the War Departments to 
+e pew department of the Government. With that done, the great 
nitural interests of the country, its great commercial interests, 

* oreat manufacturing interests, its great mining interests would 
oar supervision and direction ot a first-class man; and un- 
todly they deserve the supervision of such aman. But this bill 
-far below these purposes. It looks not to any great increase of 





tre 


r 
And UUs 
i 

} 


mciency of the Agricultural Bureau, but simply to changing its 
~ Ido not see the necessity of changing the name of the oflice 
ssioner of Agriculture without changing the law, without 
som thing to promote the welfare of the country in connection 
the agricultural interest. 
When we come to see that the agriculture of this country embraces 
: large part of its business, when we come to see the large inter- 
manufactures, the large interests in commerce and in mining, 
are mere appendages to the other Departments of the Govern- 
n+ that are attached by accident, as it were, we see that it is 
+t practicable for the heads of the Departments to give the atten- 
‘to these interests which they require. For instance, many of 
the duties that should be transferred to a department of industry are 
nder the control of the Secretary of the Treasury. I do not care 
what the power of intellect or what the learning of the Secretary of 
the Treasury may be, it is not practicable for him to give to the du- 
ties of the Secretary of the Treasury Department proper the consid- 
tion which is necessary and then to bestow upon commerce, upon 
imufactures—I am not sure if the mining interests are connected 
that Department—the consideration that is due to these great 


re 


I shall vote against this bill because it is a changing of the name 
» officer and of the salary and dignity of the oftice without con- 
ng that benefit upon the great material interests of this country 
t they have a right to expect and demand when we create a new 
utment of the Government. 

Mr. HATCH rose. 

The SPEAKER. The time of debate adverse to the bill has ex- 


Mr. HATCH. I rise to favor the passage of the bill. The time 
ved for debate in favor of the bill has not yet been occupied. 

Mr. AIKEN. I ask the Chair how much time I can control? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman has twelve min- 
tes remaining. 

Mr. AIKEN 
Mr. HATCH. } 
Mr. WHITE. How much time has been consumed in opposition to 


Wi}? . 
> Ulli 





I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Missouri, 


ue tL 
rhe SPEAKER. Fifteen minutes. 

Mr. CLYMER. I understood the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. AIKEN] yielded the floor absolutely. He made no reservation 
of the time which had not been occupied. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from South Carolina cannot 
change the rule which allows fifteen minutes in advocacy of the 
measure; and the time allowed for debate in favor of the measure 
las not been consumed. The Chair thinks the waiver by the gen- 
Ueman trom South Carolina should not have force. 

Mr. CLYMER. He yielded five minutes to the gentleman from 
Vhio, (Mr. UPDEGRAFF. ] 

the SPEAKER. But the gentleman from Ohio only occupied two 
nutes, 

Mr. AIKEN. I did not desire to consume any portion of the time 
nt yielded the floor to the opposition. I think the House has con- 


trol of t} 


of the remaining portion of those fifteen minutes. 
the SPEAKER. Undoubtedly. 
Mr. WHITE, With all deference to the Chair, I think there are 
minutes left not consumed by those who are opposed to the pas- 
sage of the bill. ws 
fhe SPEAKER. The Chair was advised by the Clerk keeping the 
me that the time on that side has been exhausted. 
‘ir. VALENTINE. It has and two minutes over, for I kept the 


\ » , Th e ‘ ‘ . =~ a , 

_ W HITE. I think another two minutes should be allowed. 
, te SPEAKER, The Chair is unable to extend fifteen to seven- 
eel Minutes, 

We RARGenw Da. vr 
ut ROBESON, I desire to ask the Chair whether a proposition to 
s.ttge the scope of this bill would be considered as being in oppo- 
“410n to it? 
T ie S -E ce Y ° . rr . . ° 
— SPEAKER. No amendment is in order. This is a motion to 
i. the rules and pass the bill. 

Th, weir N. That is all I want to know. 

he t rr . . 
SPEAKER. And that motion cuts off debate except for the 
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tof the Government. Indeed I favor the creation of a new | thirty minutes provided by the rule. The gentleman from Missouri 


[Mr. HatcH] is entitled to the floor for five minutes. 
Mr. HATCH. I desire to say to the House that it w 
pose of that portion of the Committee on Agriculture 





| passage of this bill to consume the time allotted to the gentleman 





— aa el « 
moving a suspension of the rules, if such time had been desired by 
other members of the House. But inasmuch as the chairman of the 
| committee [Mr. CovERT] has seen fit to consume most of the time 
allotted to the opposition, I desire to say to the House that that ger 
tleman is not the only member of the committee who has given t 
this question grave and earnest consideration. 
When he comes in here and says to the House that there wal 
rant in the Constitution of the United States for the eres n of this 












Department as proposed by this bill, answer him that th s noth 
ing in the Constitution to prohibit the elevation of the ay 
ing charge of the great agricultural interests of the countr an 
Executive Department. If there is nothing specifically authorizing 
| it, there is surely no prohibition in the Constitution against 

But I insist that it comes within the scope and operation of that 
provision of the Constitution which aflirms that Congress shall have 
power to provide for the *“ general welfare of the United States,” and 


that further general provision which declares the power of Congress— 


To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for ca ecu 
tion the foregoing powers and all other powers vested by t Cons the 
Government of the United States, or in any department or « 1 

The same power that was exercised by Congress in 1740 when it 
declared the Interior Department an executive one, and in fact the 
same power invoked to create and regulate all the Executive Depart 
ments. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. COVERT] says that the De 
partment of Agriculture is an illegitimate child. If that beso, then in 
the name of the great agricultural interests of this country let the 
Forty-sixth Congress of the United States do to-day the grandest act 
of its official life and legitimize this child of agriculture. Ilegit 


} 


mate! Ifitisso, it has done more for the country than any other 
child that has been born to it since the Declaration of Independence 
It is the foundation of our wealth, the corner-stone of our prosperity, 


and the fruitful source from which we derive ourrichest and surest 
revenues. 

WY , rhe ; ; . +} + ; nn < ] + . . 

Now what is this proposition It is not, as the gentleman fron 
New York seems to suppose, a proposition to create a piece of merels 


a 
political machinery, a bureau of politicians. It is to dignify as it 
deserves and to enlarge the interests of agricul 
Commissioner of Agriculture a Cabinet officer. And why not do it 
What valid objection has been presented to the House why 
not be done? 

The gentleman says the agricultural interests of this country do 
not need this protection, because they are large enough to protect 
themselves. I reply to the gentleman that every other important in- 
terest of this country except agriculture has a voice directly or indi 
rectly in the Cabinet. Every other interest except agriculture has 
an organized system in the Government to look after its welfare and 
promote its advancement. The fact that the agricultural interests 
are large and diversified is the very reason why it should have a rep- 
resentative inthe Cabinet. Enlarge this great industry, exalt it, add 
to its importance and secure justice toit. I hope that at least two- 
thirds, if not nine-tenths of the House will vote in favor of the bill. 

I now yield to the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL] the 
remainder of my time. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I shallsupport this measure, although it does not 
embrace all the interests that ought to be embraced in the creation of 
a new department. I agree with the gentleman from Texas [Mr 
REAGAN] that there should be a department to be denominated the 
department of industry, which should embrace not agriculture alone, 
| but manufactures, mining, and commerce as well. 

No one Department of this Government has now under its charge 
| 
| 


r the 


shonld 


the great productive forces of thiscountry. These interests to which 
I have alluded are the productive forces of the country and they 
should be presided over by one man. ‘“ Industries” embrace not only 
agriculture, but manufactures and commerce and mining. 

I wonder that so many years have passed without the creation of 

a department having in charge specitically these great material in 
terests of the country. The Treasury Department is now overloaded 

vith business. The bureau or department of commerce should be 
severed from the Treasury Department, and, together with agricult 
| ure and the other interests to which I have alluded, should be con 
solidated in one department. 

Five minutes is too little timein which to even allude to the great 
| interests which areinvolved inthis question. Outofthe earth comes 
| really all our national wealth. Out of the earth come the great re 
| sources of the people. The Treasury would be poor were it not for 
agriculture, for mining, and for commerce. These three great inter 
| ests fill up the Treasury, pay our national debt, sustain our national 
| credit, and give us character at home and abroad. 

A department of industry is what is demanded at the present time 
| I vote for this bill in the hope that it will be the beginning of such 
| a department 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. COVERT] says there is no au- 

thority in the Constitution for the creation of this department. Why, 
\ sir, we have created a Department of Justice, we have created a 
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as the recent census presents it; nillions of people, its vast 
expause of arable land, embracing every variety of climate, its iron 
roads spanning the continent, ft irnishing the means of moving to 
mar) the p ahaee ts of t e husbandman, and it will be pe reeived at 
once " ow largely every advance we shall make in practic: eam ult- 


tribute to the prosperity of this country, and give it an 
which to Do not understand imply 
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pleasure, I hope, in this noblest science, but they think they may 
ask the National Legislature to aid them by judicious le; 3) ition 
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\ RYI ] move to suspe nd the rules so as to take from the 
of the W hole House on the state of the Union and consider 
& No, 939) to amend the law relative to the seizure and for- 
vest ls for breach of the revenue laws. 

“s] EAKER. Does the ge ntle man desire to ti P his bill fo1 

é for passage under a supension of the ies 
YE. The Committee on W ays and Means, in reporting the 
mended an amendment striking out the words “seizure or,” 


ently, on reconsideration, instructed me to withdraw that 




















Now, if the bill « >» taken from the Calendar and 
thout the amendment, l make that motion. 
“SPEAKER. ! tler an make the moti ) ss the 
‘at form. Th ot nding the rules to sider t 
toexclude cognition many other gent ¢ char 
“ desires To rec 
on ii Then I medits my motion yas to eal fro 
ind pass without t amenudme! 
sread is follows 
PF That no vessel used by any person or poration as mmo 
transaction of their business as such common ¢ ers be sub 
\ : { ture by force of the provisions of t t of e Revised 
| ted Sta nless it shall apy thé e owner or aster of 
t of tl ulleged illegal W t cr rp 
\ Mr. Speal is this! bee onsidered by a nimittee 
~ ce? 
T \ It has be It was reported unanim t] 
mittee on Finance, and has been report it 
l he Committee on Way | Means. 
1 ive » objection to the | but I would like to hear 
; 
CARLISLI After this bill had been reported with an amend- 
( uittee on Ways and Means took up the matter again 
sider n. and determined, I believe, that the amendment 
0 ) doptea 
Mr. MORRISON. That the bill was better without it. 


} ] t } ; x hr y¥h+ 
as advised that the bill was brought 


; e SPEAKER. The Chair w 
House with the unanimous approval of the Committee on 
nd Means, having been approved in the same way by the 


Committee of the Senate. It now comes before the House for 

























































ssage wit amendment, the Committee on Ways and Means 
reconsidered its action recommending the 
Mr. COX. This bill is intended to protect vessel! vy have 
band on board if the intention of the owners be innocent. 
r > . } - . ” + + 
Mi Or master. If neither owner nor master is pri a 
he vessel cannot be seized or forfei .-B they are 
i forfeited as it is now 
Mr. COX 
rhe gv ting In favor thereof,) anc 
t AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 
; 
Ir. REAGAN, I move the rules be suspended and the bill (H. R. 
No, 7104) making approrriations for the construction, completion, re- 
® pair, and preservation of certain works onrivers and harbors, and for 
ther purposes, be passed. 
lhe Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 
Mr. SCALES. (int +} Mr Ss ¢ ’ bn? 
“uP. SUALES, (interrupting ir, Speake Puerto raise a 
) t of order after the bill has been read ? 
i the SPEAKER. It will be 
I : : 3 
dr. SCALES ihen 1 desire to raise t tv of ¢ er when the 
18 linished the reading of the ] 
€ bil was read, as follows: 
H.R. No. 7104) making appropriations fo f sul I mm petior 
and eservation of ertain works ers a s, and for othe 
se 
ted, d That the following sums of mone are hereby, appro 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not rwise appropriated 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of War, for the construc. 
pietion, repair, and preservation of the public works here fter named: 
ng Richmond Island Harbor, Maine: Completing rovement, $3,000. 
bg harbor at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, $20, 00 
¢ harbor at Burlington, Vermont, $10.00 
£ harbor at Swanton, Vermont, $2,50 
at Hyannis, Massachusetts: ‘ le ¢ impr ment, $5, 00 
a at Newburyport, Massachusetts, 340,000 
it Nantucket, Massachusetts, $25.0 
rat Plymouth, Massachusetts, $10,000. 
t Provincetown, Massachusetts, $5, 
irragansett Bay, Rhode Island, 
rat Bridgeport, Connecticut, $10,000 
rat New Haven, Connecticut, $15, 
Haven, Connecticut, $60,000 
rat Norwalk, Connecticut, $5,000 
vor at Southport, Connecticut, $2.! 
rbor at Boston, Massachusetts, $100,000 ; of w h sum $40,000 shall 


id harbor and 


1 said harbor, $35,000 at the mouth of Charles River in said | 
River, and $5,000 from 
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the right of the United States to the bed of ‘walls of tk 
work is secured, free of expense to the Govert infac ) tl 
Secretary of Wat 
Improving Raritan River, New Jersey, $2 } 000 s en 
pended on roc} l ™~ ( ¢ P 
Crab Island ¢ 
Improving 
Improving 
Improving piers, $2 
Imp! Rochelle, N rh 2, 00 
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¢ harbor at New Orleans, Louisiana, $75, 00 
ig Galveston Harbor, Texas: Continuing operations at outer bar, $250,000 
Impro ing harbor at Ashtal 1, Ohio: To secure a sixteen-foot channe!, $20,000 
It harbor at Black River, Ohio, $7,000 
lt I OT leveland, Ohio, $200,000 
I I Fairport, Ohio, $10,000 
I l I Huron, Ohio, $3,000. 
Ice-harbo th of Muskingum River, Ohio, $50,000 
Improving harbor at Port Clinton, Ohio, $5,000 
Improving h: at Sand vy City, Ohio, $1 ) 
Improving at Toledo, Ohio, 340,000 
Improv ng | at Vermillion, Ohio, $2,000 
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vility and p pose to complete the same 
Improving Shenandoah NRiver, West Virgir 22.500: but this sum shall not be 
expended, nor shall the sum heretofor ypropriated therefor be expended, until 
any ¢ rporate rights or ftrar ses that! r ove said mver shall have been 
relinguisbed, 
Improy Waukegan, Illir : 
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Improving harbor at Green Bay, Wisconsin, $5,000. 
Improving harbor at Kenosha, Wis 
Improving Ohio River, $350,000. of which sum #150,000 may, in the discretion of 
the engineers be expended on Davis Island d and $200,000 on the river from its 
mouth to its head: Provided, That $20,000 of ast-named sum may, in the dis- 
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‘he report will now be read. 
peaker, I rise to a point of order. I do not 
rin any captious spirit. I do not make it out 
I do it only to ascertain how the rule is t 
are to be guided in future, to learn from 
refer 


Mr 





how we 


reported by the gentleman from South Carolina 





m the Committee on Agriculture. 


I make is, that this is the day when preference should 
individuals to suspend the rules rather than to commit- 
10t think this is the same point of order raised, or rather it 


the same application when the Chair decided the other 
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aque . does to this b I vas yt committee. It 

hac ( eported 1 i ‘ ! tt ! yas the Honse The 

Ag { ef i , ng I ‘ ! I l It 
was trol « Hous inv gentlema ’ right 

is I qa 1G oO move TO suspend The les and iSS ‘ ise he 
onk oD re <e1 doing so e report 14 action of a ¢ mittee 

() et Mond: January e day on which preference was 
Pivel mi ees, Mi . ike! alled from that des 1 Cor 

nittes { It did not respond. Had that committee re- 

sponded, the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. REAGAN, ] chairman of that 
‘ et ld ha sé ind as chairman made the same report 

he makes to-day ; he ld have on the part of the committee moved 

tosuspend t I es dt » pass the bill. He would have don this 

to ge ont of tl mmittee by representing the action of the com- 

ttee l l e passed the bill. He failed to do kt, and 

ow gy st the day of the committee in court, he seeks to rem- 

dy ‘ ding the rule and as an individual to get the action of 

@ ¢ tee betore he Hx se Ti Speakel I ystl i he reports 

I I s commiuttec The House knows ] is reported in 

e us nner It is looked for and accepted as the work of the 

t tee by the House, and anybody knows that his action is the 

t f the committee, has its sanction and approval in order to get 

re the House their work appropriating $10,000,000. I go further 

lsay that he would not have been recognized by the Speaker ex- 

‘ s the re ve of acommittee. He would not have dared 

» as t 1SO nta bil , and the Speaker undet the rule would 

‘ d coulk e given him as an individual preference over 

st io ive had his promise so long. 

h Mr. Speaker, that bill, as I understand it, is in the Committee 

n ¢ Ler’ It was reported to the House and it was sent back by 

his House. How is it to get here? It must come here as a report. 

I on is to suspend the rules and pass it. If it comes at all it 


from the committee, and it comes from the chair: ; 
f the committee. It comes as it would have done on the third Mon- 
January when the committee had the right and when the com- 
would have responded just as it did to-day. 
2 is the language under tl Individuals on 
] have preference. What is the objec t To prevent the 
port of a committee which has not been made from coming directly 
ndirectly before the House in preference to individual members. 
an he defeat the rule by saying Judge REAGAN as an individualand 
s chairman proposes to get this action before the House? He 
does no more and no less to-day than what Judge REAGAN would have 
lone as chairman of the Committee on Commerce, and when he had 
». right to act for it—to wit, to move to suspend the rules of the House 





ee under call 





Mr. Speaker, what is t ernie? 





A } 
S aaysua 


d pass the bill. If he can do that now in his capacity as an indi- 
vidual, your rule isa humbug. It is worse thana humbug. There 
snomeaninginit. It is a frand, an insult to the intelligence of the 


House. I understand, Mr Speaker, that the object of the rule was to 
give individuals one day as their own over committees. Before the 
ast rules were adopted, the Speaker always and properly, as I think, 
gave preference to committees; hence individuals were hardly ever 
recognized. The present rule was intended to remedy this. If the 
true spirit of the rule is to be set aside now, and this method is to be 
udopted the Speaker can do the very same thing, and recognize indi- 
s to get at the action of the committee on both days just 
lid before, and thus, regardless of the spirit of the rule, defeat it 
It will not do to say as an individual he has 





viduals so a 
as he 


or not as he please Ss. 


the right to make any motion he pleases. When committees are 
heard no individual can be, and has never pretended to ask it; and 


yet this day set apart for individuals has been taken up by commit- 
tees. It is wrong, and is a fraud upon the rights of individuals and 
upon their constituents who have no other way of getting a hearing. 
he Speaker, in all fairness, to decide the question regardless of 

I ask him to decide it according to the spirit of the 
rule, and not in such a way that while he sustains the letter he ut- 
terly destroys the spirit of the rule. If this point of order is over- 
ruled, then the Speaker can at his option give preference to commit- 
and the rule which should govern us to-day is a 
mockery, and individuals by the action of the Speaker can be always 
kept from the tloor—a my opinion, never intended to be 
given to one man, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as I stated at the outset, Iam not raising any 
this bill. I know too well, sir, that it will 
I know that I cannot prevent it. I dare not throw myself in 
the way of its passage. Rules and individuals both must go down 
before it. If it is the will of the House to pass this bill they can 
pass it to-morrow without a suspension of the rules. They can pass 
tany day without hinderance to individual rights. They do not need 
to suspend the rules to-day. They can pass it without conflicting at 
all with the rights that I and others have to be heard on questions 
that affect our sections. If the rule which should govern us to-day 
had said that preference should be given to individuals and no re- 
port not yet made from any committee should interfere directly or 
indirectly with this right, the rule would be unmistakable, and yet 
the rule in its spirit is just as strong asit is. But I am to be ruled 
out and the committee or the chairman of the committee is to be 
heard because he says Iam not the chairman of the committee. I 
am Judge REAGAN, and claim my right as such to bring the work of 
this committee to the attention of the House, and the Speaker says 


I ask the 


consequences, 


tees on any day, 


power, n 


aptions objections to 


pass. 


as chairman you cannot, as judge you can. Is 


that in accordance with the spirit of the rule? 
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that fair o7 just? |] 
If so, then 


with the rule. It isa humbug and a fraud which gives the 
power of the House into the hands of one man. 7 a 
Mr. KENNA. Mr. Speaker, I have but one single word 7 
response to the gentleman from North Carolina, js 
Mr. COX. L[rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. COX. Is this debate on the point of order, or is i+; 
| debate upon the bill? ; ae 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North Carolina mak, 
point of order, as the Chair understands, that the propositi oie 
pend the rules to-day must come from an individual memhe) in 
from the Committee on Commerce. That the proposition “a + 
gentleman from Texas offers is one which comes from the Con 
on Commerce. 
Mr. SCALES. The Chair will remember that when 1 
being read I reserved the point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is not going to cut the gentle; 
of his right. The Chair has merely stated the point which the 
tleman from North Carolina makes, which, as the Chair underst. 





it, is that he 
day to brin 


has no right to recognize the gent 
g¢ before the House this bill. That 
that it properly belongs to the Committee 
the rules and not 
to-day to move a suspension to-day. 


Mr. KENNA. I desire, Mr. Speaker, as I ha 


interfere with the rights o 


= 


the point for the reason, es the gentleman from North Carolina a 
( 


leman from Texg 
the Chair takes + 


yn ommerce, 


‘ 
would have the right on the third Monday in the month to ene, 


tf individu 


Ve stated, to s 


a word in response to the point of order submitted by the ¢ 


from North Carolina. In the first place I sul 
order raised by the gentleman is absolutely ans 
the Commerce Committee of this House has n¢ 
ized or required any member of that committee 
move to suspend the rules and pass it. 


mit that the } 
wered by tl 
it at any time 
to report 








[I submit, Mr. Speak 


this is an absolute answer to the point of order made by the 


man from North Carolina. 

Mr. SCALES. 
tion ? 

Mr. KENNA. Certainly. 

Mr. SCALES. Will the gentleman say to t 
not distinctly understood by the Committee « 


Will the gentleman permit m 


his House that 


yn Commerce t 


chairman of that committee should report this bill to 


to-day, witha view to having action upon it? 
Mr. KENNA. When the gentleman from N« 
me in the attitude of being able to understar 


rth Carolina v 


1d the individu 


pulses of members of that committee then I will answer his quest 


and not before. So far as it as a committee of 


this House author 


the chairman or any other member to report this bill and m 


suspend the rules, I say that no such action ha 
the House misunderstands me in that proposit 
to say 





s been taken. 


ion, howe\ er, | de sire 


Mr. CLYMER. Will the gentleman ailow me to ask hima ques 
tion ? 
Mr. KENNA. Iam answering a question now; one at atime. Itis 


a fact that the bill which the gentleman from Texas moves to suspend 
the rules and pass is the exact bill upon which the Committee 


Commerce of this House has agreed after two 
of labor and investigation. I fail to comprehe 


by what process of reasoning either the Speaker, as the organ 0 


House, or the House itself can fail to recogniz 


or three long months 
nd in what manner or 





e a gentleman on this 


day, under the rules, simply because the bill he happens to offe! 
one upon which a committee of the House after investigator 


agreed. That is all there is in the proposition. 
Mr. CLYMER. Let me understand the proj 
man. Do I understand him to say that the cha 
tee was not authorized to report the bill? 
Mr. KENNA. 
intimate that he understands the gentleman fr 
opposition to the wishes of the Committee on 


osition of the genti 
irman of the commit 


If the gentleman means from his interrogato! 


om Texas is acting 
Commerce, so far as 


they are individually concerned I have no answer to make, for | nave 


not consulted them. 
action on the proposition. 


Mr. CLYMER. 


The committee as a committee 


rave taket 


Then there is some error, for I think by reter 


to the record it will be seen the gentleman from Texas exp’ 
declared he reported the bill from the Committee on Commerce 


Mr. KENNA. So he did. 

Mr. CLYMER. And the House so understoc 
by authority of the committee. 

Mr. KENNA. The motion of the gentlemat 
suspension of the rules and the passage of the bil 
from Texas reported to the House from the Cot 
as the bill of that committee, and asked to hav 
mitted. 

Mr. CLYMER. That is what I thought the 

Mr. KENNA. 


But the Committee on Commerce has net instru 


yd, and that he «id s 


1 from Texas 18 10! 
1 which the gentiema! 
ymnittee on Commer 
ro printed and recom 
gatived. 


gentlemen neg 


1cteu 


the gentleman from Texas on behalf of the committee to move #>* 


pension of the rules on the day on which they have t 


committee to exercise that privilege. 
There is but one question involved and it 


the right as4 


is this: that an 10¢r 
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op 


18 
nit a ce a] ae ak ae 


a} member of the House in undertaking to offer to-day a bill 
vn) has been matured by a committee of the House is encroaching 
‘non the privileges of that committee, which upon a subsequent day 
, oe ave the right to move to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
“nit there is nothing in that, because that committee has not up 
nis time availed itself of that privilege. 
\r, FORT. The committee will have two weeks to instruct their 
aif to report the bill. They will have their day and ought 
onolize the day assigned to private individuals. 
we REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, it is right that I should state the pre- 
ceatus of this bill. The Committee on Commerce, after bestow- 
st ereat labor, agreed. to a bill; agreed unanimously to a bill, 
+horized me toreport it to the House, and to ask that it be 
and recommitted. That is where the bill stands so far as the 
of this House is concerned. If we waited to take up this bill 
“)¢wo weeks from to-day, and the House should then pass it, we 
+ would be too late for the bill to receive the sanction of the 
And if we had waited for two weeks the Committee on Com- 
‘cht not have been reached on the call of committees and the 
‘ht have been passed over, and thus the labors of the commit- 
nid have been lost and the privilege of the House to act upon 
| would have been lost. In order to obviate those difliculties 
ose delays the committee have unanimously agreed to the bill 
norted to the House. To-day, in my capacity as a member of the 
yse, | move to suspend the rules and pass the bill, which, though 


s 


not 
BIOL 


s pie. 


w reported to the House by the committee, has the unanimous 
onetion of the committee. My motion is to discharge the Commit- 
yn Commerce from the further consideration of the bill, and to 
ispend the rules and pass it. 
ow. the objection, if I understand it, urged by the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. ScaLrs] is that the bill appropriates a large 


amount of money, and therefore ought not to be passed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would remind the gentleman 
Texas that the merits of the bill are not now before the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. I am not going to discuss the merits of the bill, 
but I wish to reply to a remark made by the gentleman from North 
(‘arolina. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I wish to ask the gentleman from Texas 
estion bearing on the point of order; whether, if this had been a 
for motions to suspend the rules on reports of committees, the 
tleman from Texas would have felt authorized, as the case now 

make the motion on behalf of the Committee on Commerce 
suspend the rules? 
REAGAN. It is not necessary I should answer that question. 
It is not before the House. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to know if 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have so stated. I desire to state, not with the 

ew of discussing the merits, but in answer to the point of order of 
the gentleman from North Carolina who made the point, that the 
hill appropriates a large amount of money, that that is not an objec- 
tion under the rule. It may be an objection that may well address 
iself to the discretion of members in voting on the suspension of 
the rules, but it is not a question upon which a point of order can 
made, The objection simply addresses itself to the discretion of 
members voting on the motion to suspend the rules. 

There is only one other remark I deem it necessary to make. It is 
that a motion to suspend the rules is a motion to suspend all rules. 
I have been recognized to make that motion. It is before the House 
under the authority to make a motion to suspend the rules. The 
remedy is if it is not approved by the House to vote down the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WEAVER. I would like to be heard a moment. 

the SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr.WEAVER. At the last session of this Congress a new rule was 
lopted for the purpose of preventing contlicts between those who 
lepresented committees and individuals desiring to move a suspen- 

of the rules. The new rule sets apart the third Monday of the 
month as committee day, and the first Monday as individual day. 
ge I submit to the Chair that the construction sought to be given 
‘0 tie rwe to-day practically—I care nothing about the technicalities 
Which justify it—but practically it has the effect of giving to the 
“ommittees both Mondays and to shut out individual members from 
VIDg @ suspension of the rules. And I submit, if that is to be the 
istruction, the settled construction of that rule, then we might 

‘t a8 well do away with the rule altogether, and say that indi- 

“uals shall not be recognized at all. This is done manifestly with 

_ Purpose of avoiding resolutions by individual members. There 
* bot @ member of the House so dull as not to comprehend that such 
+ Lurpose. Itis an open crucifixion of the rights of the members 


‘ this House and of the rights of our constituents. 


None but gentlemen who represent committees have been recog- 
=e eo to-day, and yet it is individual day. What afarce anda 

séty! Will individuals be accorded the same privilege on the 
Y; not a word of it. 


irom 


uM 


this bill has not been approved 








third Monda 


wa tly & bill which I wish to bring before this House to-day, known 
struction ore the pay of soldiers. I cannot do it if this con- 
ulation, the 8 rule is to obtain. Sir, that large element of our pop- 
e denied iene) wen Whose blood and valor saved this nation, will 

Justice here, committees; by indirection, will be allowed 
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to nullify the very laws which make this a deliberative body. in 
order to force through an ill-considered measure which appro 


propriates 





$10,000,000 at one haul. I protest against that construction of the 
rule. 

Mr. WARNER. One word on the point of order. It seems to me 
perfectly clear that this is an evasion of the rule, a violation of the 
spirit of the rule, by whatever method it is brought about. The ques 
tion is whether the rule shall be set aside by an indirect method when 
it cannot be done direct 

Mr. McLANE. Neither of the gentlemen on this floor whe have 
taken exceptions to this motion has stated the motion itself. The 
bill in regard to which a motion is made to suspend the rules is not 
the bill perfected by the Committee on Commerce. That bill is now 


in that committee and not before the House. The motion of the gen 
tleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] is to discharge the Committee on 
Commerce from the further consideration of that particular bill, cit- 
ing its number, and then to pass the bill with amendments. That 
e motion now pending. 

he objection taken by th from North Carolina [M1 
SCALES] has no pertinency at all to the actual motion pending, not 
has his inquiry as to whether the committee has perfected the bill. 
Still less is there any ground for the intimation of 
from Iowa, [Mr. WEAVER. ] 

Mr. SCALES. Will the gentleman allow me to ask hima question ? 

Mr. MCLANE. Certainly. 

Mr. SCALES. Is it not well known and well understood by every 
member of this House that that bill comes jere with the sanction of 
the Committee on Commerce, and that it could come here in no other 
way? If it does come from that committee, if it is proposed to pass 
it as coming from that committee, and in no other way, I ask the gen- 
tleman if if is not an evasion of the rule by trying 


is th 
Tl e gentleman 


a! 
al 


tha 
Laig 


rentieman 


: 
to do indirectly 


i what cannot be done directly 


Mr. McLANE. It was not at all necessary for the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. SCALES] to propound that question to me, be 
cause I had already replied to it in the statement which I have made 
to the House. I have said that the bill perfected by the committee 
is now before the committee and not before the House at all. Iti 
printed bill, a copy of which I hold in my hand, and is House bill 
No. 7104. 

Now as to the motive of the gentleman from Texas in making the 
motion he has made. He has very explicitly stated, in explanation 
of his course, that had he waited for the instructions of his commit- 
tee to ask for a suspension of the rules, he could not under the rules 
of this House have moved such suspension until the third Monday 


in February. Therefore, exercising his own individual judgment, he 
thought that would allow too short a time before the close of this 
session for the proper consideration of this bill 

Therefore, not to evade the rule, but to avail himself of the rale, 


a rule perfectly explicit, a rule which provides that on the first Mon- 
day of the month an individual member of this House may move to 
suspend the rules, availing himself of the rule, not evading it, he has 
made the motion now before the House; and I call the attention of 
the House upon this point of order particularly to the fact that the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN ] acts in his individual capacity 
and has explained why he acts in that individual capacity. His ex 
planation is that he acts in his individual capacity because if he 
should wait for a fortnight longer in order to act in his capacity as 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce and should then pursue 
the course which the rule authorizes him to pursue as such chair 
man, he would lose time which he deems indispensable for the proper 
consideration of this bill. 

So far from justifying the intimation that he is taking the House 
by surprise, he assigns the motive which prompts him to this course, 
and which is that the Senate as well as the House should have full 
and ample time to consider this bill. 

The only question is whether he has pursued the course pointed 
to him by the rules. Has he the right as an individual member ot 
the House to move to-day to discharge a committee from the consid 
eration of a particular bill? I do not believe there is a man in this 
House who will deny that right to any member of the House. It is 
exactly what the rule was instituted for. 

I submit to you, Mr. Speaker, as the presiding officer of this House, 
that you have hitherto throughout this session and during last ses- 
sion, whenever a member of this House chose to do so, whether he 
were a member of the committee or not, conceded to him the right to 
rise and move that a committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of a particular bill, indicating the bill by its number, and 
to put it on its passage. Now the chairman of the Committee on 
Commerce makes that motion with the addition that the bill shall be 
passed with amendments, and his motion is in writing and the amend 
ments are attached to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state to the House that when 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] made application to him 
for recognition to move to suspend the rules and pass this bill he 
stated to the Chair, which statement has since been corroborated by 
two other members of the Committee on Commerce, that the Com- 
mittee on Commerce had nothing to do with the motion which he 
proposed to make and which he has since made ; that he claimed the 
right as an individual member of this House to make that motion. 

t is not given to the Chair, whatever may be his judgment as to 


out 








~ so eeerem! 
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he propriety of the passage of a bill, to allow that judgment to inte r- 
fere in the least degree with the discharge of his duties as the chief 
officer of this House. Therefore, believing that technically accord- 
ng to the rule the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. REAGAN] was in order, 
the Chair did not feel at liberty to thwart the will of even a minority 
ot this House in reference to this bill, much less to stand here and 
singly thwart tbe desire of perhaps two-thirds of the members of this 
House in reference to the bill. 

The Chair therefore believes that in recognizing the gentleman 
distinctly in his individual capacity he has not gone beyond the lin 
itations of the rule, and has left to this House its judgment as to 
the proper interpretation of the rule, which is the duty of every pre- 
siding officer in every legislative body. 2 oF 

This bill is a bill of importance—in fact a general appropriation 
bill. It covers interests in almost every State in this Union; and if 
the Chair should allow his individual wishes or motives to influence 
him in the construction of the rules as affecting such a question, he 
would hardly be worthy of the place he occupies. [Applause. ] 

The Chair therefore thinks that he is within the scope of the rule 
vhen he takes the word of a member of this House on a matter of 
this kind; for the Chair has no right to question the veracity of a 
member when that member rises in his place and states that he makes 
, motion solely on his individual responsibility as a member, and not 

any way as a representative of his committee. The Chair there- 
ore thinks that he is correct in the recognition, and he leaves the 
rest to the House. 

Mr.SCALES. Will the Chair allow me to correct him on one point. 
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Ste 
to appropriate to begin the work between the mouth of thea 
the mouth of the Mississippi was $1,800,000; and that ‘aah 
recommended by another committee of this House. We felt 
ever, that in inaugurating this great work on a river and | 
it would be best to limit the appropriation to as small an a 
would enable the work to be properly started. Hence wa] 
appropriation for that purpose to $1,000,000. That js , 
ordinary appropriation on the Mississippi River. 

On that portion of the Mississippi between the month of ¢) 
and the mouth of the Illinois we last year allowed $950 any. 
year, looking to the permanent improvement of the navigation, 
river, we increased that item to $600,000, being an increase of g3° 
over the former amonnt. This work is in conformity with the r 
mendation of the War Department, but the appropriation 1, 
mended by that Department was $1,100,000. We allowed ahon: 
half. 

The portion of the Mississippi between the mouth of the ] 
and the Des Moines Rapids received last year $100,000: but to ] 
that work up with the scale for the improvement of the rive: . 


lar 
arly 







| decided to increase that item $75,000, making it $175,000. 


I understood him to say that this question has been submitted to the | 


House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not alluded in his remarks to any 
former decision. He bases his recognition solely upon the question 
is presented by the motion of the gentleman from Texas. [Cries of 
‘‘Regular order!”] The first question is on seconding the motion to 
suspend the rules. 

Several members called for tellers; and, in accordance with Rule 
XXVIII, tellers were appointed, Mr. REAGAN and Mr. Cox being desig- 
nated by the Chair. 

The House divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 122, noes 72. 

So the motion of Mr. REAGAN was seconded. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] is now 
recognized to control ten minutes of the time allowed for debate on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. REAGAN. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. SAMFORD. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Before the gentlemanfrom Alabama 
[ Mr. SAMFORD] proceeds, I would like to put to the gentleman from 
frexas one question only. Does not this bill appropriate $2,600,000 in 
excess of the amount recommended by the War Department ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I will answer the gentleman. In considering the 
improvement of the Mississippi River according to the plans submit- 
ted by a board of Government engineers under the law of 1879, the 
committee has consented in the execution of that project to an appro- 
priation of $1,000,000 for the improvement of the Mississippi River 
from its mouth to the mouth of the Ohio. 

Mr. ATKINS. May I ask the gentleman a question ? 


Mr. REAGAN. I was answering the question of the gentleman 





To the portion of the river between Des Moines Rapids an¢ g 
Paul we gave last year $150,000. This year, looking to the » ~ 
the improvement of the navigation of that river, we incres..» +h, 
item by some fifty thousand dollars, that increase being less t! 
recommendation of the War Department. 

These are the only unusual appropriations, except an appropriat 
of $150,000 to aid in the commencement of the system of reservoirs»; 
the headwaters of the Mississippi River. These items all ageregate— 
and, as I have said, they are the only extraordinary items ; 


20 +} 


Dat 


bill—the sum of $1,625,000. 





priate extra amount for the improvement of Mississippi 
tive! 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That was not my inqui1 The | 
estion I asked was whether this bill does not appropriate $2,600,000 


1 excess of the estimates of the War Department. 


Mr. REAGAN, No, sir. On the contrary, the estimates of the War | 


Department called for over twenty-six million dollars; and we cut 
down the appropriations to a little over ten million dollars. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Did the War Department recom- 
. 4 > 


mend that amount on the items embraced in this bill? 

Mr. REAGAN. The Department recommended that on the items 
embraced in this bill. There is no item in the bill that is not put 
there in conformity with the recommendation of the War Depart- 
ment—not one; and there are very few or no items (unless it may be 
some small items for tinishing works) as to which we have allowed 
the amount of the estimate of the Department 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask a question? 
Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman had better let me answer the ques- 
on already put, uniess his question is in the same lit 
Mr. ATKINS. It is in the same line. 

Mr. REAGAN. Very well. 

Mr. ATKINS. I wish to ask whether the appropriations in this 
bill for the Mississippi River are not about two million dollars, or a 
little over two million dollars, in excess of the amount that has usu- 
ally been recommended by the Committee on Commerce for the Mis- 
sissippi River ? 

Mr. REAGAN. Notquite so much asthat. Iwill explain just how 
much. In 1579 we passed a bill creating a commission to devise and 
submit to Congress a plan for the permanent improvement of the Mis- 
sissippi River. That commission submitted a plan which has been 
indorsed by the War Department. The Chief of Engineers, as well 
as two members of the commission, General Gilmore and General 
Comstock, came to us and suggested that the least amount we ought 


Mel 





| $500,000 less than the law which passed the House and Senate | 


But this is not all the money that is appropriated to that rive 
There are other items. I mean to say, Mr. Speaker, however, ; 
these are the only unusual appropriations. 

Now, then, I will state to the House that this increase of appropri 
ations for the improvement of the navigation of that great river which 
are contained in this bill is two hundred and odd thousand dollar: 
more than in the bill reported last year. It is between $400,000 a 
as 
year, if we leave out the items for the improvement of the navigz. 
tion of the Mississippi River and the establishment of the resery 
system. 

It is right the House should know why this bill is mor 
$1,000,000 larger than the bill reported to the House last year, 


| items of appropriation, I repeat again, are all within and beloy 


estimates of the Department, the aggregate of the estimates lx 
more than $26,000,000, and the difficult task was imposed up 
committee of getting a bill as low as $10,000,000 out of these 
Mr. MARSH. Isee on page 15 of the bill, “ For the improv: 
of the Mississippi River in accordance with the plan therefor adopt 
by the Mississippi River commission, $1,000,000.” Will the g 


| man inform me whether that $1,000,000 is appropriated for the pur 


pose of filling up the gaps in the broken levees on the Lower Missis 
sippi River or whether it is for the purpose of improving the chan! 
and thereby the navigation of that river? I ask this quest 

the reason that, if it is the design to appropriate mone} 


| public Treasury to build up the broken-down levees of the Sout 
from Ilinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] as to whether this bill did not appro- 
vty ’ } ; +) ; 


that system in equity and fairness should be extended wherever 
are overflowed lands along other rivers in this country—w 
not think, however, this House is prepared to do. 

Mr. REAGAN. I yielded to the gentleman for a question a! 
for a speech, and certainly not for any denunciation of t 
mendations of the Mississippi River commission. 

Now, in answer to the question which has just been propose: 

I have this to say: the Mississippi River commission pointed 
certain reaches inthe Mississippi River which in their judgment ous 
to be improved. The first is at New Madrid, forty miles lo i 
estimate for that was $923,000. That was recommended by this “us 
sissippi River commission as being necessary for the improve! 
New Madrid reach. The next is Plum Point reach, thirty-eight 
long, for which there was an estimate of $736,000. The 1 
Memphis reach, sixteen miles long, for which $382,000 w 
mended. Then comes Helena reach, thirty miles long, ! 
$627,000 was recommended. That was for contracting the © 
and protecting the banks, &c. The next is for Choctaw Bend, 
five miles long, for which $576,000 is estimated. Finally, we 


| Lake Providence reach, twenty-five miles long, $619,000 recomn 


The plan recommended by the Mississippi River commiss 
improvement of the Mississippi River is by these reaches. _ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s ten minutes have expire’ 

Mr. MARSH. I will state, Mr. Speaker, that I asked the ques.’ 
of the gentleman from Texas in perfect good faith. I found! 


| bill a clause appropriating $1,000,000 provided that it shall ve 


pended in accordance with the plan adopted by the Mississipp! ‘ 
commission. Now, when I come to read the report of that — 
sion I see they recommend an appropriation of $1,010,000 for the 
ing up of the gaps in the levees of the Lower Mississipp! Riv : 
the coincidence between an appropriation of $1,000,000 Ri a 
and the $1,010,000 proposed in the plan of the Mississipp! iV" 
mission to be expended in filling up levee gaps induced me to 2 
the inquiry I did. 
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a s\MFORD. I rise to a ques ion of ord 

“ha SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

\f SAMFC RD. I desire to know whether I have not the floor? 
{KER. The gentleman from Texas yielded to the gen- 
Alabama for two minutes; but the gentleman from 

. rent on to speak ind he has cupied eleven minutes. 
s\MFORD. That eleven minutes does not come out of my 

es. Laughter. | 
AKER. | They do not; and the Chair will now recognize 
in from Alabama for two minutes, which will leave two 
; remain ng of the fifteen minutes in favor of the bill. 

a SAMI RD. Mr. Speaker, this bill comes up, as usual, to be 
and a su spension of the rules, with but thirty minutes al- 
7 deba ite, and no opportunity for amendment of a ly sort. 
ree minutes allowed me, will serve only to say a word in behalf 
‘navigation of a river in which I am deeply interested as the 


nt ative of a large and intelligent part of my constituency. 

To not like this bill. because there ought to be a la irge rap} ropria- 
vn f the Choctawhatchee River. But I know if it fails, no other 
be reported at this session, and hence I am forced reluctantly 


to support ll. 


here a one other work 


a governme ntal nature in my dis- 
t—the I ea River. The suainaee ’s report prevents an appropriation 

hat river at this time, very much to my regret, and hence the 
nnropriation for the Choctawhatchee should hav e been far more 
yeral than the sum allowed, in comparison with other works. This 
shoae 2 eat ly two hundred miles in length, waters a large section of 

nntry in two States. Iwill leave to the honorable gentle man from 
Flor a to 0 speak of the great advantage its opening to navigation 
vill be to his State. 

For years its importance as a highway for commerce has not been 
recogn ized by Congress. The interests of the citizens to be benefited 
y its improvement have been unjustly ignored. And when I have 
sought to impress upon the Committee on Commerce the advantages 
+o acerne from its successful navigation, I have regretted to find that 
here was a disposition to believe that I was only striving for an 

ppropriation for my district without reference to merit. Indeed, I 
have been compelled to strive, in season and out of season, to obtain 
the partial recognition which has been given. The committee decided 

allow only $5,000, but owing to persistent appeal, the sum of seven 
sand was given, not one- tenth the sum which could be used with 

t natin to the commercial necessities of a large number of 


i 


tri 





nt 











Sir, the area of country to be benefited by the successful naviga- 
of this river, in Alabama alone, embraces thousands of square 
es. Magnificent forests of the finest timber in the world cover a 
ge section of this country. Cattle and sheep husbandry thrive as 
| there as on the prairies of Texas or New Mexico, and is rapidly 
All sorts of produce, such as corn, oats, cotton, sugar- 
nd the like, is being largely raised, and this river is their natu- 
i] outlet. The citizens are as enlightened, intelligent, industrious, 
thrifty, law-abiding and worthy, as any in our common country. 
\wing to the lack of transportation, they are forced to haul their pro- 
ice forty, tifty, andeven seventy-five miles to market. They bear 
eir just proportion of the taxes of the country, and it is not fair 
t they should be deprived of their just proportion of the benefits. 
If Lhad time I could give the statistics of its commerce, which 
ave been increased by the improvement made with the small appro- 
nof last year. Three steamboats have already been placed 
river, and others contempl: ited. The town of Geneva, at the 
nt headwaters of hav igation, has within a few months had new 
fe infused i into her commeree. I am informed by a perfectly relia- 
eg yentleman t hat Colonel Haines, the engineer, stated to him re- 
auy hi s estimate of $20,000 was for only a small part of the 
at t th: it is the estimate u pon which the committee acted 
iati i It is too late for me 
ond | directly with the engineer this session, as I would have 
lier information, else I have no doubt he would verify 


ncreasing. 









VY ototer ant 
Y Save mMent, 









el — nothing more will be granted in this bill, I hope the 
ich has bee n had in reference to this matter will secure 
suce in the future. I do not now discuss the constitutionality or 
priety ¢ of such legislation ; it has grown up without any assistance 
Wit and as long as it remains the practice of the General Gov- 
is unf: ur, ungenerous, and unjust to ignore t he claims of a 

{such importance as the Choctawhatchee. 

Os Al TURNER, Mr. ROBERTSON, Mr. TilOMAS TURNER, Mr. 
and Mr, KITCHIN by unanimous consent were granted leave 
it remarks on the river harbor appropriation bill. [See 
(UX, } 

"WHITE. Iask by unanimous consent that all gentlemen who 
“ivetomay have the right to print in the RECORD re marks on this bill. 
teSPEAKER. The Chair hears no ol bjection, and it is ordered 


and 





rdingly, 

r Mr. COX, Mr aa — 
‘COX, Mr. Speaker, we have made some reform in the way of 
Mer TT 


lS ap] propriation bills for rivers and harbors. We now have 

~ Jur new rule a modicum of debate. It is fifteen minutes pro 
seen minutes con, and this on a bill which aggregates $10,179,800, 
ialf of that time will be $5,089,900: ten minutes for 23,393, 

inute for s* 339.366: for eve ry half minute &16 1.000, and f 


‘On. 
yoo > 


revé 


ro 
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second of this debate $51,656. [Laughter.] Time is prec ious. Every 
second that ticks—ticks—out goes $51,656 for this doubtful e xpendi 
ture! 

That is indeed limiting debate ; but why should we complain Are 
not all these various propositions to spend the money of the people 
involved in this measure, and running up to $10,000,000 or more 
forty pages of them, with thousands to the line—are they not all to 
be adopted or rejected in half an hour? Precious privilege! Is it not 
all arranged beforehand? “Of course it is,” somebody behind me 
says; and somebody knows. 

One friend of mine told me just now that he could not afford to go 
for this bill, because he had only $104,000 in it. [Laughter.] Another 

told me that he would favor it, because he had § $300,000 in it, which 
senile quite a difference in his favor. [Renewed laughter. ] Several 
gentlemen who have large cities like New York do not intend to vote 
for this bill on a principle, whether there be in it Hell Gate or any 
other gate. [Laughter.] We know tl rat New York is a great com- 
mercial entrepdt and center. She will always be the great seaport 
and metropolis of the country. Somebody willsee to it without log- 
rolling or persuasion that she will always get what she deserves from 
a just and generous Congress for her harbor and its approaches. 

Let us glance over this bill a little. There are some features in it 
that arrest my attention and touch my fancy. I do not mean to re- 
peat my former protests against similar bills. The reasons for such 
protests are only toofamiliar. The practice of passing such bills with 
inadequate debate, and of suspending the rules to attain the object, 
is vicious, even if every item of the bill were worthy of our approval. 
Nor will Inow analyze the bill to show the small, inappropriate, and 
limited objects for which these Federal appropriations are made. 
That has been done on similar bills of less amount. The subject has 
been exhausted, though the logical sequence and practical results 
seem not to be as yet understood by the Committee on Commerce. 

Look at those gentlemen on this Commerce Committee. They all 
had a hand in preparing the bill. See how kind they are to their own 
States. I do not undertake to say that these gentlemen on the com- 
mittee really meant to have helped themselvesso bountifully. [Laugh- 
ter.] No,no; Idonotsaythat. But somehow or other it will appear, 
by investigation, that more than one-half of this $10,179,000 is given 
to the States represented on this Committee on Commerce. A very 
good committee to be on for certain purposes, [great laughter, ] and 
the gentleman from New England, who nods assent, [Mr. Morse, ] and 
who understands thrift, knows something about it himself. Look at 
my friend from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN.] How much does REaGAN— 
{laughter]—I mean how much does Texas get in this bill? Seven 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. My elegant colleague from New 
York [Mr. BLIss ] gets $469,000. The gentleman from New Jersey 
[Mr. Ross]—where is my modest friend from New Jersey ? 

Mr. ROSS. Here he is. 

Mr. COX. My friend from New Jersey, $2 
of New Jersey. The honorable gentle x Mr. Mc- 
LANE] is satisfied with $181,000. The gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. THoMAS TURNER, ] whose character I reverence, [laughter, ] and 
who sits before me—Kkentucky, that has nothing but a few local 
streams that one of its members said only required improvement by 
macadamizing. [Laughter.] How much does my friend get in this 





71,000—the little State 





bill? Three hundred and four thousand dollars. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER. Only $169,000; that is wrong. [Great 
laughter. } 

Mr. COX. Only $168,000. Now, the gentleman has kept his eye 


a close calculation ; 
for the land, or 


upon this bill ev idently, and has made 
was appropriating 


knowing 
streams, ot 
Kentucky. 

Now, in this calculation, Mr. Speaker, I desire to say, in justice to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, that I am not counting certain gen- 
eral appropriations; for instance, a reservoir in one place, $50,000; 
in another, $150,000 for the improvement of the Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Arkansas Rivers. Nor do I reckon one million for the improve- 
ment of the Mississippi Rive r, according to certain plans adopted by 
the Mississippi commission; nor for gauging water, $5,000, and the 
Upper Mississippi, $25,000, mz naking $1,330,000 1 not included in the spe- 
cial dispensations to these most favored States. 

Nor have I been particular in making these calculations, (hurriedly 
made, and perhaps with some mistakes, ) in fixing the precise division 
of cost for boundary rivers—like the Ohio—between two or more 
States. What I want to show is: the lavish reward a State obtains 
by the vigilance of its attentive Representatives on the Committee 
on Comme ree. 

But adding up for the State of Kentucky all the little items of the 
bill that my friend has got into it, I find that it foots up a total of 
$304,000. That is my calculation. It may be wrong. If it is wrong 
I will correct it. [Laughter.] I would never consciously do injus- 
tice to Kentucky or to my venerable tive Representative. 
[ Laughter. } 

But let us pursue it further. What else does this list show 
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. ACKLEN] gets $232,000. 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. BEALE, ]} 3250,000. 
Mr. DeusTeER, of Wisconsin, $418,000. 
sented by the gentleman Mr. CLARDY, 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
gentleman from Connecticnt, 


riend, its ac 


The 
The gallant 
My good friend, 
Missouri, so cleverly repre- 
320,000. The indefatigable 

The adroit 
And here is 





{ Mr. O'NEILI,] $474,000. 
(Mr. Walt, ] 


‘$182,000. 


















{llinois, an inland State, rhter,] has a little tou { e here 
and there on its border: how much do you thin! id inge- 
ment of its member on comm Mr. HENDERSON, ] & g this 
bill Why, $912,000, near! yne-tenth of the whole sum! Where is 
Ohio? How much does Ohio get Ohio, I kn 3} sup- 
plied with statesme She generally gets what she wants. She has 
got in this bill, thanks to her statesman, [ Mr. TOWNSEND $401,000 
Massachusetts being represented by its business mem] Mr. Rus 
SELL] gets $249,000. So that Committee on Commerce pile up 
ove! " ve milllons—— 

Mr. UPDEGRAF] QO low about West Vire 

Mr. FROST And how al KENNA 

Mr. COX. West Virginia [ forgot West Virg i Laughter. ] 

Mr. FORT. West Virginia ! $251,000 

Mr. COX Two hundred and seventy-one thousand dollars Let 
us be just. I believe le or Big Kanawhas have come on here 
for years and years. alwaysdry. They ask formore andmore 
appropriations which th their nds. They come now ask- 
ing formore. They v on asking. ‘1 dda ey have in this 
bill to be deposited in those same old rivers $271,00 

In the aggregate, these States represented by i s honorable Co 
mittee on Commerce foot up the pretty sum of a little over one-h 
of ten millions of dollars, or $5,021,000. Laughter. ] 

A Member. How about North Carolina? 

Mr. COX. Oh, North Carolina is not on the committee 

Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. Nor in the I 

Mr. COX. It has been suggested here, and some real discussion 


whether 


bas been had reference to it, these appropri ations have 
exceeded the estimates or not. Now, the bill re ommends a total of 
about ten million dollars. This is $2,629,000 in excess of the est 


the S« War. 


imates of the 


mates of cretary 


EAGAN. 


ol 


The es 





Mr. R engineers originally sent from 
the Department were over twenty-two million dollars; and over five 


million dollars were added by supplementary estimates. 
Mr. COX. Wait till I get th: rough. Th are the 

I was about to re eer to, and, as I am informed, estimates 

afterward. But d id you not exceed hae timates here 





se mates 


came in 
in other 


first est 


totors 











years? According to what Senator BEcK - said in an argument made 
in the Senate last year, you must have done it. He says 
After giving the list of wl it the engineers ha said ought to ne, the whole 
mount of which was $14,326,650, the Secretary adds tl te 
Reduction by Secretary of War, to make this aggregate correspond with the 
aggregate of his estimates for rivers and harbors,as submitted Decem| 1878 
(Estimate Book for 1878-'20, p. 133,) 39,311,650 ; total harbors and rivers, $5,015,000.’ 
Chat is what the Secretary of Treasury asks for; that is what he says the 
Secretary of War demands; and professed democratic Congress presents a 
bill now close on to $10,000,000, d » the estimates of a republican Secretary of 
the Treasury, of a republican Secr y of War, and seeks to put every dollar of 
this money into the hands of 1 lican electioneerers to carry the next elec- 
tion, and there is where half t y will go. I have endeavored as far as I 
could to keep within the estimates have endeavored to keep clear of a prope 
charge being made that we v extravagant beyond what t heads of Depart 


ments demanded 
Mr. ATKINS. 
Senator voted on 
Mr. REAGAN. 
Mr. COX. 


Wi » gentleman from New York state how that 
th: ut bill 
Let me say 

I do not vield 
a curious illustration of how m« 
get themselves. [ Laughter. 

Mr. OSCAR TURNER. I want it to be understood that 
against that bill. 

Mr. COX. Well, Mr. Sp 
of improving certain large harbors and certain large rivers upon a 
proper princip Iam not opposed to having these gentlemen on 
the Commerce C ‘ommitte e now and then help themselves, provided 
they are just to the rest of the country. I do not say that any of the 
committee meant to help themselves or their constituents at the ex- 
pense of the whole country. Oh, no! Still I am reminded somehow 
of the management of t] 


I believe the Senator voted for the bill; 


n sometimes will act when they for- 


I voted 


: 14 131 } 1 y , . 
I would like to see and aid some way 


*aAKeC?r, 


It was election time. The father was engaged to bring down voters 
from London. An agent made the politic approac! Dickens 
relates it, in this fashion 
It's a wery bad roa between this and Londo: says the gen'l’m'n Here 

and there itisa heavy road Lys my father Specially near the canal, I think 
says the gen'l'’m'n. Nast y bit, that ere,” says my father Well, Mr. Weller 
says the gen'l'm'n you're a very good whip, an’ can do what you like with your 
horses, we know. We're ali wery tendo’ you, Mr. Weller, so in case you should 
have an accident when you're a-bringin 1ese here wot down, and should tip 
em over into the canal without hurtin ge em 

The philosophy and application of which is summed up by Sam 
Weller in the followin 

‘But what I look at is the hextraordinary and wonderful coincidence, that ar 
ter what that gen'l'm’n said my father's coach should be upset in that wery place 


and on that wery day ! 

Every one of these members of the committee gets his big appro- 
priation, which is an extraordinary and wonderful coin while 
the rest is distributed all over the country. 

But, sir, does not the whole country pay for it all 

I saw the other day that in Arizona, where there is a good deal of 


dry land and little water, that its governor wanted to know why it 


cidence: 


Elder Weller, as related by his son Sam. | 


was that the American Congress while helping other States to water- | 


ways did not appropriate money to give more water to their thirsty 
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Why not! 


pay 


et them irri ene 


ireasnu re 
these | ary Le appropriations? - 





» to ior 


Are they distributed equally in thei enefits to agr ant leas 
portation? It is just as bad as your protective tariff sys : 
know, Mr. Syne laughter :] for the burden it ] WS ‘ . : 


ctions, or individuals; nor is the 











fairl) you distribute the tariff benefactioy, 
around? Yonadd to the price of articles by the pric ‘ 
dues, as youd also by y the cost of transportation. And whe 
ple of the great valleys and ger of the mM 
country pay these $10,000,000, who gets the ‘Certain 
doa 10t get a quid pro quo. It fs not dist ributt Its 

r Federal commerce, for national objects, if you ¥ fi 5 
not tant harbors and rivers, not for little streams and barons 
there, where the people or the States should help thems ‘ 
the local purposes that are necessary 

From the Forty-tirst to the Forty-fifth pongresses iclus : 

tal of annual river and harbor appropriat ions has been $54.9¢s 9) 
Ad ding to this sum, for the Forty-sixth Congress, $13.0) s 
and you have nearly seventy-three millions. “Are not these } 
benetits to certain localities, and not red by l, except 
share the burdens? 

I greatly desired, Mr. Speaker, to have this bill consid 
Committee of the Whole, or somewhere, for amendment, | 
then have proposed an amendment: first, that the rivers app; 
for should be declared as broad they were long; and. see 


that the improvements in our water-ways should be made acco; 
to the methods proposed in Senate Document No. 39 of this Convgros. 
I hold in my hand this curious document. I a ler 
at their leisure. It comes from old Vi 
ginia, forgetting her early teaching, i 
the sphere lederel uset 
priations. Why, sir, have we forgotten of 
ic ideas and iegtisdons about appropriations for general purposes 
I had begun to fear that we had forgotten those doctri 
to-day while voting for dignifying a Bureau of Agriculture, Wha: 
next? We have already a Bureau of Education, a Bureau of Heal; 
recently made, and bureaus for various other purposes were suge 
The democratic rule of strict construction and limited powers is, [ f 
almost as dead as the dodo. ; 
A MEMBER. It is deader. 
Mr. McLANE. I wish to 
ever voted against the river 
Mr. COX. 
Presidents 
Mr. HAZELTON. It 
Mr. COX. You will 
+ 









la. 


S$ in this 
sive and 


extel 
everything « 





ot ful iness by 





t} 7 
U0 Old Ge 
ocrat 


only 3 


ask the gentleman what <¢ 


and harbor bill 
River and harbor bills have been vetoed by di 


was done by Franklin Pierce. 
find that the late Senator Housto 
bama, and men of his stamp, in better days, opposed all the a 
priations for other than general improvements, e\ 
State, and even for the improvement of the Mussel Shoals 
Tennessee River, because the improvement was not general, but | 
ited to a few States. He stood frankly and boldly on the princi 
of equality of tax and benefit, and the people sent him back her 
this very asa tribute to his courageous honesty 
ATKINS. General Jackson voted for these bills when he was 
in the Senate. 


Mr. McLANE. Iwill name two democratic Presid 
for every one who can be named on the other side. 

Mr. COX. I have not yielded to my democratic friend on the ( 
mittee on Commerce, the gentleman from Maryland. Every times 


protest against such river that the 


and harbor bills as this you find t 


issue 


on 


nts On that sid 


et p> 


member who leaps into the air and strikes the escutcheon of his Stat i 
is on the Commerce Commitiee. [Great laughter.] m 

Now I vish to present a cheaper mode of improving our streallls d 
which is proposed by a citizen of the State of Virginia, in the . 


2ugales, ask 


It is a ‘Memorial of Daniel 
be expended in developing his syste 


phlet to which I referred. 
ing an ap propriation to 





producing rain-fall. February 12, 1830, referred to the Committe n 
on Agrict uiture and ordered to be printed.” [Here the hammer‘ f 
May I have the privilege of printing this? [Cries of “Go on 6 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent that the get 1 
from New York have his time extended five minutes. 

Mr. KENNA. And le tthe same time be given to the other side 

The SPEAKER. If v.2ere be no objection the time of the gel t 
man from New York will be extended for five minutes, and thes: 
extension of time will be allowed on the other side. The gent . 
from Texas will then have seven minutes. t 

There was no objection. ; 

Mr. COX. F ive minutes more is agood deal of extra t to gt ti 
. bill of this siz I will use it on the “ rain-fall” questi ol t 
applic ation to our streams. or a 

I would remark, however, that perhaps something might be gu™ st 
by referring this bill to the board of education; for if we ts Fes tl 
study geography all the year round, we might not, without its *«" fi 
eral help, be able to vote intelligently on these uae bills, } ¥ 





volving some forty pages of strange names and localities; 4! Se 
sir, after the board of education is through with it, we might r™ oul a 
board of education to the board of hea alt h, because the forme c . 
be sure to get sick of it before they got through. { Laughter 
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acai aaa i aaa 


This ventleman, Mr. Ruggles, informs us in his pamplet that he has 
‘ ra method for condensing clouds in the atmospheric realm, and for pre- 
7 rain-fall from rain-clouds, to prevent drought, to stimulate and sustain 
n, to equalize rain-fall and water-flow— 
s my ak a ay the Sey 

Water-flow, Mr. Speaker, rememb« I that : 
»hining the available scientific inventions of the age to guard against 
i famine,” and to prevent or to alleviate them when prevailing. 









aatile nce an : 
‘lis plan involves theological as well as meteorological and scientific 
} on He holdsthat it isan advance step in engineering, founded 
on the Mosaic record. He says that one of the first great evolu- 
of the Omnipotent mind had reference to those atmospheric 
‘ws which involved drought and controlled rain-fall. Let me quote : 
the same divine source we derive an early lesson in philosophy, that ‘the 
, 1 Cod had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till 
7 eran (Gen. ii, 5.) ; : 
++ there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the 
and.” (Gen. ii, 6.) a 
or tnd the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
‘ls the breath of life; and man became a living soul.’ (Gen. ii, 7.) 
< God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him ; 
' ul d female created he them.” (Gen, i, 27.) 5 
~ And God blessed them, and God said unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and 
-y mish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
the fowl of the air, and overevery living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 








ante hold our sphere, in its grand celestial orbit, as it fell from the hand 
#(reative Wisdom. b , : a 
“History, both sacred and profane, admonishes us that the vicissitudes attendant 

‘ought menace almost continuously vast regions of the habitable globe. 
as well as observation, also admonishes us that man is neither aerial nor 
us, but a land animal; that he walks the earth, breathes the air, drinks 
rs, and that by his impulsive genius and indomitable energy he has at- 
tained dominion, more or less imperfect, over large areas of the earth’s surface; a 
limited control over the sea, and some familiarity with, but a far more limited 
control over, the atmospheric realm. Even the divine injunction to man to ‘ re- 
plenish the earth and subdue it” would seem to have been prophetic only of the 
nrogress of the ages. : 3 
Pr liste ry, both sacred and profane, illustrates by what slow degrees man has ad- 
vanced in the subjugation of the earth, dominion over the sea, and in the conquest 
of the atmospheric realm. Each advancing step has constituted an era in human 
rogress. Like the blind man in a dream it has taken a step in advance and then 
ered. In his infancy the savage imitates the fish in swimming and disports 
himself upon the waters. The development of this faculty constitutes, however, 

y the first step in man’s advancement. It facilitated his migration among the 
fishing-streams and hunting-grounds of the primeval wilderness, but he was still 
,savage! He invented the canoe, which constitutes an admirable triumph of 
human art. 

The genius of man has been brilliantly illustrated in the progressive stages of 
nent of this primeval invention in allits varied forms. In the small canoe, 
cu 1 the trunk of a forest tree or fashioned from the strong bark of the birchen 
ree, we trace the origin of this inspiration of savage genius. Such was the magic 
bark, bearing in prehistoric ages the solitary hunter and fisherman. In the prog- 
ress of time each structure of canoe acquired a capacity to bear scores of savage 

rriors on the war-path against hostile nations. 

It will thus be seen how gradually this scientitic intellect produces 
fromthesesacred and profound observations his plan for the replenish- 
ag of the streams which niggard nature has left here and there water- 
less. Observe, too, how he pictures the savage genius and his birch- 
bark canoe in his avocations and migrations, when no Federal ex- 
chequer was near by to add to its largess for the genius of his inven- 
tion. To what is all this tending? Nothing less than to the art of 
navigation, the conquest of the waters, as well as the mastery of the 
air, and the mastery of the waters by the mastery of the air. Sub- 
lime idea! Thus he would stir to its “ profoundest depths” the immo- 
bility of the commerce of the world, whether upon the placid Hudson, 
the beautiful Ohio, or the magnificent Mississippi. 

Now, what does he propose to do? How does he propose to do it ? 
He proposes a cheaper mode than we are pursuing by such ten-mill- 
ion annual bills as these. He proposes that we shall have certain 
skeleton balloons sent up into the air and that these balloons shall 
be loaded with explosives of all kinds, with dynamite, with Vulcan 
powder, with mica powder, with nitro-glycerine, with Hercules pow- 
der Nos. 1 and 2, and all kinds of gun-cotton and rend-rock, all of 
Which are to be carried up among the rain-clouds and there touched 
off by some bold and dashing navigator of the air. [Great laughter. ] 
Conquering first the atmospheric realm for great industrial and com- 
mercial benefits, he would utilize the highly elastic fluid of the aerial 
lor the navigation of an inelastic liquid. His grand idea for this 
object is the balloon. With this he would invade the cloud-realm, 

0 use his own expressive language— 


Ba al : : ‘. 5 : . 2 
ae contemplated in the prosecution of my invention to combine the scientific 
. aan of the age in which we live (so far as may rg available) to control 
See oud-realm by claiming and exacting a passing tribute, under favoring condi- 
eeehe Sustain and stimulate vegetation, to prevent pervading and desolating 
vain on to extract from the soil its natural increase. This result, even im- 
> y attained, would tend materially to alleviate famine and often to prevent 
‘4 ©arrence, and would thus become a boon to mankind. 

an I add that if it be that such results are attained by the precipi- 
Soest of rain-fall upon the parched earth, why are such appropria- 
osteiat these any longer needed? This inventor may not have ex- 
deleech oe it, but by his plan he would have some of these balloons 
the oun in the airand over at the heads of these little streams in 
no pantains, far aloof from men and commerce, to pour down rain 
vaaeenen that there might be navigation, through the abundant 

which this scientific plan would produce, (Laughter. } 


waa" hot do injustice to this rare invention. I must needs quote 
5 . 




















In the pros 
ecution of my plan only small skeleton balloons of economical or 
Cheap structure will be required, and— Pe ee ce 


® small, light, skeleton balloon to carry into the cloud realm from one to 
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fifty pounds of dynamite, or other explosives, in torpedoes or cartridges charged 
wtth them in carefully regulated proportions, and prepared for detonation and 
simultaneous explosion by the time-fuse, securely attached to the framework of 
the balloon. 

This class of balloons, charged with hydrogen-gas—from 100 to 1,000 cubic feet— 
would ascend in ten to twenty minutes 10,000 to 12,000 feet, with from 10 to 100 
aaa of explosives, into the midst of floating rain-clouds, ready for explosion 
»y the time-fuse. ; 

The same class of balloons may be arranged for explosion by mechanical or 
clock-work arrangement 

2. The balloon of any desired capacity, bearing torpedoes and cartridges pre 
pared for simultaneous explosion by a combination of a trailing-drag with ma 
neto-electric force in the cloud realm 

3. The balloon, directed by an aeronaut engaged in exploration, from which tor 
pedoes may be thrown in parachutes and exploded from the balloon or from the 
ground, as circumstances may render expedient 

After describing the various kinds of clouds upon which he would 
operate, and the results from the reciprocal action of the magneto- 
electric force between the earth and the clouds, and drawing the 
very thunders from their caverns and the lightnings from their towers, 
he boldly proposes his shock to the American Senate: 

As a combination of mechanical and chemical forces for the inauguration of a 
practical plan of exploration, with a view to appropriate the atmospheric laws of 
cloud-land, in sunshine and in storm, and direct them, so far as may be practicable 
within the sphere of the great industrial interests and energies of man, and espe 
cially so to sustain vegetation and to equalize the water-flow of streams and rivers 
in harmony with systems for extensive irrigation as well as to facilitate navigation. 

The field is broad—very broad; as deep as it is broad—it is very deep! But 
when we contemplato the triumphs of American genius within the present cen 
tury, there is abundant reason to anticipate untold advancement. The theory in 
volves the whole round of philosophic principles, as well as an unlimited field for 
observation. 

Now this system is not altogether a new system. Professor Espy 
has given a hint of it before. I would like to print further the vari 
ous plans which are referred to by this inventor from Virginia. It is 
not often that Virginia gives us an inventor. When he comes here, 
let us hailhim! He is from Fredericksburgh, Virginia, and I think he 
is a brave soldier, from the way he writes. He says that for adven- 
turous science there is a more entrancing prospect in cloud-land than 
at the pole. He holds that thereis a magnetic force like gravitation, 
which at certain heights does not exhibit any sensible variation ; that 
men have gone up miles high, away up in the air, and have been all 
oversurcharged with electricity, and that they have comedown safely ; 
and that if this be so, why could they not with dynamite explosion 
pour out of the clouds their water to fructify the earth and make its 
streams run with abundance and gladness! [Great laughter. ] 

Let us remember that by this explosive force there is an instanta- 
neous conversion of solid or liquid matter in small dimensions into 
gas or vapor of a greatly increased volume, expanded by heat evolved, 
generating force, so that the explosive effect of gunpowder being 
taken as a unit, or 1.00, gun-cotton is 3.00, and nitro-glycerine is 
4.80, and theirexplosive force is 1.00, 3.06, and 4.55, respectively. The 
most violent explosives are more limited in their effects, yet are often 
preferred when detonated. The potential energy of explosives, as 
well as coal, has been measured, approximately, by the evolution of 
the force, per pound, to raise one ton to the height of one foot, and 
is designated “‘per pound” so many ‘foot tons.” The potential 
energy of gunpowder is 480, of gun-cotton 716, of nitro-glycerine1,139, 
while that of one pound of coals is about 4,930! 

If these are indeed verities, and I am not disputing them, why may 
not this potential energy save us from these annual appropriations ? 
All that he asked for this wonderful invention was $10,000! It is 
economy. Consider its sublime object : 

The conformation of our continent, crowned with its lofty mountain ranges, its 
great bounding rivers, its broad fertile plains, and its boundless forests—all swept 
»y the rain clouds of surrounding oceans—all, all give assurance that a combina: 
tion of skill and industry will materially — our soil from ees droughts 
and from those visitations of desolating famine so often chronicled in the eastern 
world. 

By thus scanning the vicissitudes ever impending we discover the magnitude of 
the contingencies we may be doomed to meet; and in the event of success in this 
plan for precipitation of rain-fall we also disclose the notable fact that no other 
scheme of philanthropy known to man—save that embodied in the Christian dis 
pensation—transcends it. é 

Now, why not adopt this grand philanthropic arrangement instead 
of coming here year after year to get appropriations for these little 
creeks and insignificant rivers in the remote districts of our beloved 
land, to the torture of our tender consciences, to the ruin of all genu- 
ine appropriations and constitutional theories for grand Federal and 
national purposes? I thank the House forits attention. [Great ap- 
plause. ] 

Mr. REAGAN. How much time have I, Mr. Speaker ' 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has seven minutes’ time, includ- 
ing the five minutes’ extension granted by the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. If there was no other advantage accruing to the 
country from the reporting of a river and harbor bill, we are in some 
measure rewarded, perhaps, for the labors of its preparation by the 
speeches to which we are annually treated by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Cox.] [Laughter. } 

The first point of objection which the gentleman makes to the bill 
now before the House is that the appropriations exceed the estimates 
of the War Department. I had stated to the House that the esti- 
mates before us embrace about twenty-six million dollars, while the 
bill appropriates about ten million dollars. The appropriations in 
this bill are a little less than 40 per cent. of the estimates. 

In one sense the statement of the gentleman may have something 
in it, but he did not seem to understand the point in which there was 
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any force init. The Secretary of War recommended the 
down of the estimates first sent in, from $22,000,000 to $7, 
but he subsequently sent in some five million dollarsadditional. So 
much for that. 

The gentleman made the point that the members of the Committee 
on Commerce had taken special care of themselves in this appropri- 
ation bill. It will be remembered that there are fifteen members of 
that committee, a member from each of fifteen different States; and 
those States happen to be generally States where it is necessary to 


cutting 
500,000 : 


expend the largest amount of money in the improvement of naviga- 
tion. 
Now, it may be the misfortune of Massachusetts that Boston Har- 


bor is in that State, and th: at she has a number of other important 
ports which accommodate a 1: large commerce. It may be the misfor- 
tune of New York that Long Island Sound and the Hudson River are 
there. It may, in the view of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Cox,] be a crime on the part of New York that that great State has 
an immense commerce to be provided for. 

It may be the misfortune of Pennsylvania that her great city of 
Philade iphia, accommodating the commerce of that State anda large 
portion of the commerce of tl 1e great West, is located on the Dela L- 
ware River, and that there are about a hundred miles of that river 
which must have its navigation are oe preserved. It may be 
the misfortune of Maryland that the city of Baltimore is situated in 
that State, and that the city of Baltimore is at the head of a great 
estuary leading from the sea, and requires a considerable amount of 
money to enable it to accommodate its commerce. 

It may be the misfortune of the State of Virginia that she has the 
Chesapeake Bay and the James River and other r rivers for the trans- 
»ortation of her large commerce and much of the commerce of the 
Vestern and Southwestern States. It may be the misfortune of Ohio 
that with herimmense wealth she h: us the great]: akeson the one sideand 
the Ol iio River on the other, with the Mississippi River but little to 
the west, and that she is called upon to accommodate a vast com- 
merce with great lines of water communication. 

The same remarks may be made with reference to Illinois, which 
also has a member upon the Committee on Commerce. The gentle- 
man from New York did not allude to the State of Michigan, for which 
considerable appropriations are made in this bill, and which has no 
member upon the committee. That State has large appropriations 
because of her immense water front and the commerce accommodated 
by her ports and the waterways of that State. 

Reference was also made to the State of Wisconsin, with its large 
lake front and its extensive connections with the Mississippi River 
and with Green Bay. An objection is made also to the expenditures 
on the Mississippi River which runs along the borders of Iowa, Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, a great river which bears upon its besom, 
with its tributaries, many times the amount of our foreign commerce ; 

a great river whic h farnishes transportation for the acco nmodation 
of an inc reasing comme we ~ 

{ Here the hammer fel 

Mr. ACKLEN. Lask cx nsent that the gentleman be 
minutes longer. 

Several members objected. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has given the gentleman from Texas 
additional time corresponding with that allow ed to the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. KING. Before the gentleman 
should be glad to ask-lhim a question. 

The SPEAKER. The time allowed for debate on the pending mo- 
tion isatanend. The que _—_ will now be taken on the motion of 
the gentleman from Texas, that the Committee on C oo be dis- 


allowed five 


from Texas take s his seat I 
[Cries of “‘ Regular order!” ] 


charged from the further consideration of the bill read at the desk, 
and that it be passed with the amendments read. 
Mr. VALE NTINE and Mr. NICHOLLS called for the yeas and nays. 











The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 160, nays 86, not 
voting iG: as follows: 
Ackler Hubbell, 
Aiken Ci Humphrey, 
Aldrich, N. W. C Hunton, 
Aldrich, William ( Hurd, 
Atkins, Cla Johnston 
Bake Clark, John I k Tones. 
Ballon Clements F Keifer, 
Rarber Conger Frost Kelley, 
Beale Cook, Goode, Kenna, 
Berr Cover nter, Kimmel, 
Bingham, Crapo, Harmer, King 
Bisbee, Cravens, ris, Benj. W. Loring, 
Blake Crowley, Harris, John T. Lowe 
Bland Culberson, Hatch, Mi rsh. 
Bliss Daggett, Hawk, fartin, Benj. F. 
Bouck, Davidson, Hayes, M: artin, Edward L. 
Boyd, Davis, George R. Hazelton, Mason, 
Bragg Davis, Lowndes H. Henderson, McGowan. 
Brewer, De La Matyr, Henkle, McKinley 
Brigham, Deuster, Herbert, McLane, 
Buckner, Dibrell, Herndon, McMillin, 
Burrows, Dick, Hooker, Mills, 
Cabell, Dunn," Horr, Mone y, 
Calkins, Dunnell, Houk, Monroe 
Cannon Elam, House Morse 


‘diitiedinicmisienamiee dndlcitee in eee a. ea ee 
Myers, 
New, 
Newberry 
oc onnor, 
O Nei 
Orth, 

Pp acheco, 
Person S, 
Pr helps, 
Ph uilips, 
Phister 
Poehk r. 
Pound, 
Price 


Anderson, 
Atherton, 
Bailey, 
Leltzhoover, 
Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 
Serene, 
Bri 
Browne, 
Camp, 

a hittenden, 
Clyme r. 

Cobb, 

Coffroth, 

Colerick, 

Converse, 

Cowgill, 

Cox, 

Davis, Horace 

Davis, Joseph J. 

Deering z, 

Dicke y 








Armfield, 
Bachman, 
Barlow, 
ss 2Vne, 
Belford, 
Blount, 
Bright, 
Butterworth, 
Caldwell, 
Carlisle, 
Clark, Alvah A. 
Ewing 


So (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the motion of Mr. Rra- 
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Reagan, 

mee d, 
Richardson, J. § 
Robertson, 
Ross, 
Rothwell, 





Russell, Wr A. Townsend, Amos 
Samford Tucker, 
Sawyer, Turner, Thomas 
Shallenberge E, Upson, 
Shelley, Urner, 
Sherwin, Vance 
Simonton, Vv cotuis, 
Singleton, O. R. Waddill, 
Smith, Hezekiah B. Wait, 
NAYS—86 ° 
Dwight, Lada, 
Einstein, Lapham, 
- "e orden, Le Fevre, 
‘ld, Lindsey, 
Fi inley, Lounsbery, 
Fisher, McCoid, 
Forsythe McC ook, 
Frye McMahon, 
Geddes, Morrison, 
Murch, 
Gods halk, Neal, 
Hall, Norcross, 
Hammond, John O'Reilly, 
Hammond, N. J. Osmer, 
Haskell, Prescott, 
Heilman, Ray, 
Hill, Rice, 
Hostetler, Richardson, D. P. 


Hatchins, 
Ketcham, 
Killinger, 
Kitchin, 


see  ssssi ae 


Smith, William E. 
Speer, 

Stone, 

Talbott, 
Thompson, P. B. 
Tillman, 


Robinson, 


Russell, Daniel L. 


Ryan, Thomas 
Ryon, John W. 


NOT VOTING—46. 


Gibson, 
Hawley, 
Henry, 
Hiscock, 
James, 


Jorgensen, 


Joyce, 
Klotz, 
Knott, 
Manning, 
Me Kenzie, 
Miles, 


Miller, 
Mitchel l, 
Morton, 
Maller, 
Nicholls, 
O’Brien, 
Overton, 
Page, 

Ric chmond, 
Robeson, 
Scoville, 
Singleton, J. W. 


GAN to suspend the rnles was not agreed to. 
Before the announcement of the result, 
Mr. HAMMOND, of ae. 


BLOUN 


NT, before the roll wa 
Mr. KENNA. 
Several MEMBERS. 
The SPEAKER. 

Mr. KENNA. 
The SPEAKER. 


I beg to state that my colleague, Mr 
called, left the House unwell. 


I move ths - the House adjourn. 


Announce the result! 
The pairs will be announced. 
I insist on my motion to adjourn. 
If this question should go over pending the: 


Ward, 

Washburn, 

Wellborn. 

Wells, 

White, 

Whiteaker, 

Williams, (, g 

= itiame, Thomag 
illis 

w illits, 

W ils son, 

Wise 

W right, 

Yeates, 

Young, Casey 


Sapp, 
Scales, 
Slemon 8 
Smith, A. Herr 
Sparks 
Spring zer, 
Steele, 
Thomas 
Thompson, W @. 
Townshend, R 
Turner, Oscar 
Tyler 
Updegraff, J." 
: pdegraff, Thomas 
Valentine, 
Van Voorhis, 
Weaver, 
Whitthorne, 
Wood, Walter 
Young, Thomas tL 


Starin, 

Stephens, 

Stevenson 

mae, Ezra B. 
Tay lor, Robert L 

Van Aernam, 

Warner, 

Wilber, 

W ood, Fern an 

Y ocum 








nouncement of the vote the result could not be emnned navel he 
rules it must go over until the first Monday in March, when this Con- 
gress will have expired. 
I am not discussing the effect of the motion 
The fol lowing pairs were ¢ ynnounced : 


Mr. KENNA 


Mr. MORTON with Mr. NICHOLLS 
Mr. NICHOLLS 


present, 


, on this bill. 


Mr. ARMFIELD with Mr. MANNING, on this bill. 
Mr. Hiscock with Mr. BLount, both gentlemen being engaged upon 

business of the Committee on Appropr iations. 
Mr. MCKENZIE with Mr. CARLISLE. 


Mr. I 


Mr. STEVENSON 


BELFORD with Mr. WARNER. 
with Mr. MITCHELL, on this vote. 


If Mr. Morton were 
would vote against the bill. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH with Mr. CALDWELL, on this bill. 
The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, announced 
that the Senate had adopted the following resolution: al 


Resolved, 1 


tellers 


Senate and House of Representatives respecting the counting 


‘hat Mr. HaMLIy, of Maine, and Mr. inte 
s on the part of the Senate in pursuance of the concurrent re solution of | l4 


for President and Vice-President of the United States. 


The message also announced that the Senate had passed, 





THURMAN, of Ohio, be appointee 





the votes of electé 


amendments, in which the concurrence of the House was —_ sted nO 
the bill (H. R. No. 4411) to establish an additional land district 
State of Kansas. 
The message farther announced that the Senate h: ud passed 2 J } 
resolution of the following title, in which the concurrence of t f 
House was requested : d du 
A joint resolution (S. R. No. 142) relative to repairing Wyand ae 
mission church, Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. ger 

Mr. COOK. I move to suspend the rules, Mr. Speaker— ‘as . S 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I thought the Speaker went yor 
side to side. . — 
‘ ) nd harbor Tt 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not charged the river 4 


appropriation bill to either side. 





; 
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Mr ALDRICH, of Rhede Island. It was an individual motion to 
_nend the rules. __ ' sealed ale 
au pe SPEAKER. Very well, then, the Chair will recognize the gen- 


‘he S : 
a from Colorado, [ Mr. BELFORD. } 


\fr, HAZELTON. 1 desire to say, Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman | 


om California [Mr. PaGE] is detained from the House by the death 
ne. father. It is necessary this announcement should be made 
ef appear of record to explain his absence on the votes which 
abe been taken during the day. 
BUSINESS BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 

\r, BELFORD. I move to suspend the rules and pass the follow- 
ng resolution : 

a + Qn and after Monday, February 16, and after the morning hour, one 
ats each day shall be assigned to the consideration and passage of bills by 


s consent, and the Speaker shall recognize members in the order in which 
1g stand on the roll. 





er name 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman had better indicate this hour shall 
commence after the morning hour. ~ 
“Yr, PRICE. There is no Monday, the 16th. 

Mr. BELFORD. I will say Monday, the 14th. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion that two-thirds have 
roted in the affirmative. eer 
Mr. REAGAN. I demand a division. 
The House divided ; and there were—ayes 13s. 


Mr, HUNTON. I wish to announce, Mr. Speaker, that Monday, | 


February 14, has been dedicated to the business of the District of 
‘olumbia. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman then had better make it Tuesday, 
he 15th. 
Mr O'NEILL. There is a mistake again ; it should be Monday, the 
14th instead of the 16th. 

Mr. BELFORD. The resolution is not written the 16th. I will 
amend it assuggested, so as to read from and after Tuesday, the 15th. 

Mr. ATKINS. Does this provide for one hour every day ? 

The SPEAKER. It dees. 

Mr. ATKINS. One hour for unanimous consent every day ? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTON. The resolution should read from and after Tuesday. 
Mr. MILLS, Not to interfere with appropriation bills. 

Mr. VALENTINE. Does that allow Delegates to come in? 

[he SPEAKER. They ought to be included. 

Mr. CANNON, of Utah. I hope that will be done. 

Mr. BELFORD. I will accept that as a modification of my reso- 
Mr. ATKINS. Subject to appropriation bills. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas asks that the Dele- 
gates from the Territories be included. 

Mr. BELFORD. I accept that modification. 

The SPEAKER. The negative vote will now be counted. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I make the point of order that since the affirma- 
tive vote was counted the resolution has been amended in a material 

nt, changing its character. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will take the vote over again. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move the House do now adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 57, noes 180. 

Mr. WARNER demanded tellers. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 28. 

The SPEAKER. Not a sufficient number to order tellers. 

Mr. ATKINS. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I appeal to my colleague—— 

Mr. ATKINS. There is no use to appeal to me. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Perhaps if you heard me for a moment 
you would withdraw the demand for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ATKINS. This proposition will necessitate an extra session. 

Che House divided; and there were—ayes 31, noes 131. 

‘he SPEAKER. Not a sufficient number has voted to order the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. REAGAN, I demand tellers on the yeas and nays. 

‘eilers were ordered, 30 voting in favor thereof; and the Speaker 
appointed Mr. ATKINS and Mr. BELFORD. 


ws he House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 30, noes 
the yeas and nays were refused. 

‘te SPEAKER. The vote was 57 ayes and 150 noes; so the House 
Has Telused to adjourn. The question now recurs on seconding the 
oy 08 to suspend the rules and adopt the resolution. 

at. McMILLIN, I rise to a point of order. 

_ SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

“tt, MCMILLIN. This is the day under the rules for the discharge 
j uumittees and passage of bills which have heretofore been intro- 
; meen Aneel ore I make the point of order under the rules 

The SPEAKER — . —— on this day. : 
cal oR. sisam 1 to suspend the rules to enable 
s"tuemen to do so, 


Mr y 
ants McMILLIN. That is true, and when you ee See 
‘0 are still workin é 


hat rnle ~ i r i i 
tat rle under which we do work a resolution, I think, cannot be 
oduced at this time. 


The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the rules is authorized by 





g under a part of the rules of this House, and by | 








| 


one of the rules, and this is a motion to suspend all rules which come 
into conflict with a vote of two-thirds of the House in adopting this 
proposition. As the resolution has been modified it will again be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That on and after Tuesday, February 15, and after the morning hour 
one hour each day shall be assigned to the consideration and passage of bills by 
unanimous consent, and the Speaker shall recognize Members and Delegates in the 
order in which their names stand on the roll. 


Mr. ATKINS. What roll? 

The SPEAKER. The roll of the House. 

Mr. CONVERSE. Irise to a point of order,and it is this: this 
resolution changes the rules of the House, and those rules now pre 
scribe what shall be done after the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. This is a motion tosuspend the rules in the man- 
ner prescribed by those rules themselves. 

Mr. CONVERSE. The rule says the rules shall not be suspended 


| without one day’s notice. 


The SPEAKER. This is a proposition to suspend that rule as well 


| as the others. 


Mr. WHITE. I would like to know if thiscan be amended. [Cries 


| of “Regular order!”] I askif this can be amended so as to allow 


the names to be alternately called from each end of the alphabet? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks that the 
proposition be modified so as to take the letters first beginning with 
A and in the same manner from the other end of the alphabet alter- 
nately, until all are called. 

Mr. CONGER. I object. [Cries of “ Regular erder!’’] 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I ask for a second to the motion. 

The question was taken. 

The SPEAKER. Inthe opinion of the Chair, two-thirds have voted 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. AINSLIE. I would like to ask the Speaker if the names of the 
Delegates are on the roll of the House at all? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the resolution has been so 
moditied as to include the names of the Delegates. 

Mr. AINSLIE. But the Delegates’ names are not upon the roll of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. They are upon the roll of the House, although 
not upon the rolls of members as called to vote. 

Mr. WHITE. Can I move to amend that proposition ? 

Mr. WARNER. I desire to know also if it ean be modified or 
amended ? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I rise toa point of order. There 
has been no second to the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. WHITE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was unable to learn what point the 
gentleman from Illinois desired to make. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. My point was that there has been 
no second to the demand for the previous question. I demand a 
second. 

Mr. SCALES. There was no demand for a second before the House 
divided. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman states that he rose for the pur- 
pose of demanding a second, the Chair will recognive him, and holds 
that it is not too late. 

Mr. ACKLEN. He does not state that. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman state that he rose in time to 
demand a second? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. i do not state that. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. Iwill state that I demanded a second before 
tellers were ordered. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. There has been no second demanded. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I have just stated that I demanded a second, 
but the Chair did not recognize it before the vote was taken. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will recognize the demand of the gen- 
tleman now, and appoint tellers. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY and Mr. BELFORD were appointed tellers. 

The House divided; and there were ayes 104, noes 1. 

Mr. MILLS. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. SPARKS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairisinsomedoubt. Therule states that 
pending a motion to suspend the rules one motion may be made to 
adjourn. That motion has already been made. 

Mr. MILLS. But the rule expressly provides that in the event of 
no quorum being present the House must either adjourn or order a 
call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, under that clause of the rule, enter 
tains the motion. If the House chooses it can resist the motion. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 66, noes 93. 

Mr. WARNER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. Sparks and Mr. BELFORD were appointed tellers. 

The House again divided; and there were—ayes 51, noes 83. 

Mr. MILLS. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I demand tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were refused. 

[Cries of “ Regular order!”’] 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the announcement of the 
vote. The House refuses to adjourn. 





Tey 
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Mr. MILLS. The question now recurs on seconding the demand 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers will resume their places. The last 
vote disclosed the fact that a quorum is present 

The tellers resumed their places. 

The House again divided; and there were—ayes 115, noes ~ 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. No quorum. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I move that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. WARNER. I move that the House do now adjourt 

Mr. FINLEY. I make the point of order that that motion is not 
in order pending the motion for a call of the House. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I had made the motion for a call of the House 
before the motion to adjourn was put. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain the motio: 

The call of the House was ordered. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a suggestion t » the 
House by unanimous consent 

Mr. FROST. I object. 

TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Missouri object to allow- 
ing the gentleman from Maine to make a brief statement 

Mr. FROST. I will withdraw the objection. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, the proposition which has been made 
touching an hour to be appropriated each day it seems to me is some- 
what crude, and in this: it allows one objection to prevent the con- 
sideration of a: bill. Now, under the old rules, on Friday—objec- 
tion day—when a bill was reached on the Private Calendar one 
objection was suflicient to prevent its passage ; but when that bill 
was called again on a succeeding objection day five objections were 
required to prevent its being laid aside to be reported to the House. 
If five gentlemen rise in their seats and deliberately object to the 
consideration of a bill it may be well understood that there is reason- 
able ground for the objection. If the objection of one man can be 
allowed to defeat the consideration of a proposition by simply rising 
and objecting, we are, it seems to me, putting ourselves in the power 
of a single individual to prevent the House from acting upon any 
measure. My suggestion therefore is, that inasmuch as this propo- 
sition or a kindred one has been submitted to the Committee on 
Rules,and the committee has a session, I understand from the Speaker, 
to-morrow morning, and will consider the question and report delib- 
erately to the House touching it, I suggest that it is better for the 
House to await that report than to spend the night here in this fili- 
bustering, out of which nothing of importance can grow. I there- 
fore make the suggestion that we await the report of the Committee 
on Rules to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Rules, the Chair desires to 
state, have had under consideration at one meeting this very subject, 
on the resolution referred on motion of the gentleman from Kansas, 
[ Mr. ANDERSON, ] and delayed coming to a conclusion in order to get 
an expression of opinion from the members of the House as to the 
form of resolution the Committee on Rules would recommend. There 
is, the Chair thinks, a majority of the Committee on Rules in favor 
of reporting something of this sort, so as to relieve the Calendar. 

Mr. CALKINS. How would that come up for action? Asa priv- 
ileged question ? 

The SPEAKER. It would come from the Committee on Rules, 
whose right to report has never been interfered with. The Chair 
was anxious to recognize the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. BEL- 
FORD ] on this subject for the very reason that the Committee on Rules 
wanted some expression on the part of the members of the House. 

Mr. ANDERSON, In view of the fact that I understand the Com- 
mittee on Rules will report—— 

Mr. VALENTINE. When? 

Mr. ANDERSON. To-morrow or next day,I will withdraw my 
motion for a call of the House. 

Mr. WARNER. Now I move that the House adjourn 

Mr. BELFORD. I desire to ask leave of the House to refer this 
resolution to the Committee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and it is ordered 
accordingly. 


RELIEF OF JEANNETTE EXPEDITION 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 7156) appropriating money to be used under the direction of 
the Navy Department to prosecute a search for the steamer Jean- 
nette, of the arctic exploring expedition; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. VALENTINE. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WARNER] yields 
to me that I may make a motion. [Cries of “ Regular order!” ] 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion to adjourn. 

The question being taken, the motion to adjourn was agreed to; 
and accordingly (at five o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.) the House 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials, petitions, and others papers were laid on 


the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 
By Mr. NELSON W. ALDRICH: The petition of the Providence 
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Board of Trade, for the distribution of the Geneva awarj_.. . 
Committee on the Judiciary. tad 

By Mr. BALLOU: Resolutions of the Board of Trade of Pro, 
Rhode Island, of similar import—to the same committee. _ 

By Mr. BARBER: The petition of Clinton Briggs and 154 of 
merchants of Chicago, Illinois, for the appointment of aa a 
sion to ascertain and report a basis for a reciprocity treat . 
the United States and the British provinces—to the ( 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: The petition of Martin R. Pearson and 4 
ers, citizens of Crawford County, Indiana, against the pass vhs 
funding bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 7” 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of citizens of Fayette (> 
Kentucky, for a public building at Lexington, Kentucky—, . 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. BLAND: The petition of citizens of Missouri, for Jeoiy, 
tion to protect innocent purchasers of patented articles—to tha 
mittee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Missouri, for an income-t 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of Harriet E. Jones, fo; 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of James T. Buchana 
others, soldiers of Kentucky, against the passage of Senate )j!) vy, 
496—to the same committee. 

sy Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of the president and fg 
of the Brooklyn polytechnic school and other citizens of Brook); 
New York, for competitive examinations for appointment to ex, 
tive offices—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service 

By Mr. COVERT: The petition of David F. Vail and 41 othe 
citizens of Suffolk County, New York, for the improvement of Gre 
port River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. COX: The petition of William H. Wiggins, asking addition 
compensation for services performed as a clerk for the House of Rep 
resentatives—to the Committee on Appropriations. ; 

By Mr. CROWLEY: The petition of Lyman Bradley and Henry F 
Briggs, to have refunded to them certain taxes improperly collect 
from them by United States revenue officials—to the Committe 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Alexander Mabon Post, No. 125, Departu 
of New York, Grand Army of the Republic, for the passage of Senate 
bill No. 496 with amendments—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Iowa, against tl; 
passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of L. F. McKibbon and 5) 0 
citizens of Minnesota, for the passage of the interstate-comn 
bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. DWIGHT: The petition of George Burr and 231 othe 
zens of Binghamton, New York, for the passage of Senate Di! 
496 with amendments—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

By Mr. ELLIS: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New 





aty betws ey 


ommMittee 





on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of citizens of Ohio, against the pas- 
sage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Obio, for the establishment of a 
post-route from New Washington to Plymouth, Ohio—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. FISHER: The petition of citizens of Huntingdon County 
Pennsylvania, for the amendment of the patent laws—to the Con 
mittee on Patents. :; 

Also, the petition of citizens of Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, 
for the imposition of an income tax—to the Committee on Ways aud 
Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania 
that the Commissioner of Agriculture be made a member of the Pre- 
ident’s Cabinet—to the Committee on Agriculture. a 

By Mr. FORD: The petition of 8. R. Guffy and others, for changes 
in the patent laws to protect innocent purchasers—to the Committee 
on Patents. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the enactment ot 4! 
come-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of F. A. Franks and others, citizens ot 
Joseph, Missouri, for a reduction of the tax on cigars to So per U 
sand—to the same committee. y 

Also, the petition of Isaiah Kirk and others, that soldiers dis¢ harged 
on account of disease receive the same bounty as those discharged *" 
wounds—to the Committee on Military Affairs. ; ; 

By Mr. GEDDES: The petition of John E. Healey and others,“ 
izens of Wyandot County, Ohio, against the passage of Senate 
No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ae 

Also, the petition of George Campbell and 28 others, citizens 
Mansfield, Ohio, soldiers in the late war, of similar import—to™ 
same committee. ' : 

By Mr. GILLETTE: The petition of J. W. Fry and 115 others, cit 
izens of Iowa, for legislation to prevent the pleuro-pneumon™ “ 
cattle disease—to the Committee on Agriculture. cea 

By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Erie, a 
sylvania, asking that a harbor of refuge be established in Milwauk 
Bay—to the Committee on Commerce. 


pail 
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———— 
By Mr. HATCH: The petition ot 145 « itizens of the twelfth con- 
opal district of Missouri, for the passage of a law to protect in- 
purchasers against the imposition of fraudulent venders of 
‘+o the Committee on Patents. 

Also, resolutions of the Merchants’ Exchange of Saint Louis, favor- 
she abolition of the special taxes levied on bank capital, deposits, 
~ beeks—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


rT 
gress! 








s—to 


en, the petition of 156 citizens of the twelfth congressional dis- 
+ of Missouri, for the passage of an income-tax law—to the same 
} ttee. oak 754 , ‘ . » sas 

he Mr. HAWK: The petition of G. W. Curtis and 30 others, citizens 
¢ To Daviess County, Ilinois, of similar import—to the same com- 

VU. . 


“By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of Adams Grange, Indiana, for 
+0 i tosuppress the cattle disease kt own as pleuro-pneumonia— 

» Committee on Agriculture, 

«Mr. KEIFER: The petition of Kt. J. Williams and 15 others, citi- 
it Ridgway, Ohio, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to 

Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

_the petition of Professor N. S. Townshend, president of the 


ti 

Woo} Growers’ Association of Columbus, Ohio, and 12 other presiding 
sof similar associations throughout the United States, for the 

nassave of the Eaton taritf-commission bill—to the Committee on 

W s and Means. 

hy Mr. KELLEY: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Erie, Penn- 

_ favoring a harbor of refuge in Milwaukee Bay—tothe Com- 

mittee on Commerce. 

“Py Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Nelson Stalkes and 14 others, 

ns ef New York, for the equalization of bounties to soldiers—to 

the Committee on Military Affairs. 

“By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of citizens of New York, a 

sage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid 
Mr. MONROE: The petition of Walter Randall and ° 


gainst the 
Pensions. 


3 others, 
] 
l 


i 


eitizeps of Lorain County, Ohio, that the Bureau of Agriculture be 
made a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 


Also, the petition of the same parties, that the patent laws be so 
swended as to pretect purchasers against frand—to the Committee 
on Patents. 

{]so, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of a law regu- 

¢ interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. PHILIPS: The petition of citizens of the seventh congres- 


sional district ef Missouri, for the passage of an income-tax law—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the seventh congressional district 
f Missouri, for legislation to protect innocent purchasers of patented 
uticles—to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. RAY: The petition of Almon P. Graves, for arrears of pen- 
n—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of 190 citizens of Cass County, 
Missouri, for the passage of a law imposing a tax on incomes—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of David Sharp and 190 others, citizens of Cass 
County, Missouri, for the amendment of the patent laws to protect 
nnocent purchasers—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. SCOVILLE: The petition of Alonzo Richmond and others, 
or the passage of the bill to prevent the adulteration of food and 
drugs—to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, the petition of Francis H. Moore and others, against the pas- 
sage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SHERWIN: The petitions of S. A. Wolcott, Hitchcock & 
Hayes, Charles Sabin, and P. E. Worsley, for the repeal of the tax on 
proprietary medicines—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. OTHO R. SINGLETON : The petition of citizens of Missis- 
sippi, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Mississippi, for the passage of an 
‘nterstate-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Mississippi, for the passage of an 
heome-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Mississippi, for the amendment of 
e patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. A. HERR SMITH: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Erie, 
‘eunsylvania, asking for a harbor of refuge in Milwaukee Bay—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

,.-¥ Mr. TYLER: The petition of P. L. Pierce and others, farmers of 
rermont, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

_ by Mr. URNER: The petition of Thomas P. Robosson and 55 others, 
citizens of Allegany County, Maryland, for the passage of an inter- 
state-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Dr. W. H. Perkins and 16 others, citizens and 
€x-soldiers, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, relating to 
Pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Alen o petition of Thomas R. Leasure and 26 others, citizens of 
of Aerie ounty, Maryland, in favor of making the Commissioner 

“sticuiture a member of the President’s Cabinet—to the Commit- 
vee on Agriculture. 
wa ee petition of W. P. Jenkins and others, for a 
the Comm Tom tipshin, Tennessee, to Wilders, North Carolina—to 

umitteé on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
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3y Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of Daniel R. Noyes and others, 
members of the Chamber of Commerce of Saint Paul, Minnesota, for 
the passage of a law for the prevention of the adulteration of food 
and drugs—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WELLS: Resolution of the municipal assembly of the city 
of Saint Louis, Missouri, asking that the appropriation of $50,000 
made by act of June 14, 1880, for an ice-harbor at Saint Louis be 
changed to an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
said city—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: A bill to establish a post-route from 
Lawrenceburgh, via Knob Creek, to Waynesborough, Tennessee—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, a bill to establish a post-route from Voorhies to Forty-Eight, 
Wayne County, Tennessee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. THOMAS L. YOUNG: The petitions of W. H. Brown and 
33 others ; of Messrs. Schaller & Gerke and 68 other mercantile firms ; 
and of L. A. Strobel and others, citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, for the 
repeal of existing laws imposing a tax on capital and deposits of banks 
and bankers—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


(IN SENATE, 
TUESDAY, February 5, 1881. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read. 

Mr. BOOTH. I wish to call attention to that part of the Journal 
which says that the regular order, on my motion, was laid aside in 
order to proceed to the consideration of the pension appropriation 
bill. The proceeding was that it was laid aside unanimously and in- 
formally; so that it maintains its place. If there is no difference in 
the legal interpretation, of course I do not want a change made in 
the Journal: but the fact was that, by unanimous consent, the pend- 
ing order was laid aside informally. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
made part of the Journal. 

The Journal was approved. 

CREDENTIALS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of Philetus Saw- 
yer, chosen by the Legislature of Wisconsin a Senator from that State 
for the term beginning March 4, 1881; which were read, and ordered 
to be filed. 

He also presented the credentials of Arthur P. Gorman, chosen by 
the Legislature of Maryland a Senator from that State for the term 
beginning March 4, 1861; which were read,and ordered to be filed, 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with the act 
of March 3, 1879, the report of the National Board of Health for the 
quarter ending December 31, 1830, and also the report of the opera- 
tions of the board for the year 1°0; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy, recommending an appropriation to meet the expenses incident 
to the unveiling of the statue of Admiral Farragut on the 25th of 
April next; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the 
Interior, transmitting a letter from the Superintendent of the Census, 
requesting an appropriation for the rent of additional buildings in 
Washington for the use of the Census Bureau; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 


WTunclawad ‘ Shee dis 
Understandings of that kind are not 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. PLUMB presented the memorial ef E. W. Harris and others, of 
Kansas, soldiers of the war of the rebellion, remonstrating against 
the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and 
adjudication of pension claims and all the amendments thereto; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the petition of B. F. Howell and 200 
others, citizens of Morristown, New Jersey, praying for the repeal of 
the law levying a tax on the deposits of national banks, and also the 
abolishment of the use of the two-cent stamp on checks and drafts; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of Lewis Gordon and others, 
of Tompkins Center, Michigan, soldiers of the war for the Union, re- 
monstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for 
the examination and adjudication of pension claims and the amend- 
ments thereto; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented resolutions of the State Association of Agricult- 
ural Societies of Michigan, in favor of the establishment of a Bureau 
of Agriculture, and that the Commissioner be made a Cabinet minis- 
ter; which were referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

He also presented a resolution of the same body, praying the en- 
actment of a law tor the suppression and eradication of contagious 
diseases of live stock ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, 
in favor of an appropriation for securing an efficient harbor at New 
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Buffalo, Berrien County, in that State; which was referred to t 
Committee on Commerce 

Mr. WINDOM presented a memorial of the Legislature of Minne- 
sota, favoring an appropriation for the speedy construction of reser- 
voirs on the headwaters of the Mississippi River and its tributaries ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GROOME presented the petition of J. Frank Turner and others, 
of Talbot County, Maryland praying for an appropriation for the 
improvement of Skipton Creek, in that county; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FERRY presented a resolution of the convention of State agri- 
cultural societies of Michigan, praying for the establishment of a 
department of agriculture the head of which shall be a Cabinet off- 
cer: which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture 

He also presented a resolution of the same body, praying the enact- 
ment of a law for the suppression and eradication of contagious dis- 
eases of live stock; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, 
in favor of an appropriation for securing an efficient harbor at New 
Buffalo, Berrien County, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerc 

Mr. ALLISON. I present the memorial of J. F. McCurtain, prin- 
cipal chief of the Choctaw Nation, calling the attention of Congress 
to the violation by Congress of the various treaties with that nation, 
and asking that proper legislation may be had. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ALLISON. The subject relates to what is known asthe Choc- 
taw claim. I believe that is under consideration by the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. It is. 

Mr. ALLISON. If so, I ask that the memorial be referred to that 
committee. 

Mr. GARLAND. Is the memorial from the chief of the nation? 

Mr. ALLISON. Itisfrom the chief of the nation and und 
of the nation. 

Mr. GARLAND. I ask, then, that it be printed 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be printed and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Minnesota, favoring the passage of a law by Congress granting a pen- 
sion, or some other relief, to Captain John Nix, of Brown County, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of a committee of the Asso- 
ciation of the Bar of the City of New York, praying that the salaries 
of United States judges in the State of New York be increased ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of William H. Warner and others, 
citizens of Syracuse, New York, surviving soldiers of the war for the 
Union, praying for the passage of the amendment reported by the 
Committee on Pensions to the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the ex- 
amination and adjudication of pensioa claims; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of Isaac Holt and others, 
citizens of various parts of Kentucky, soldiers of the late war, re- 
monstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing 
for the examinatien and adjudication of pension claims ; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 














REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


Mr. VOORHEES, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 5339) for the relief of Samuel Harper, re- 
ported it withoutamendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Joseph A. Shakspeare, mayor of the city of 
New Orleans, asking that the use of the marine hospital in New 
Orleans be granted to that city for the reasons set forth, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce ; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 2151) to restore certain articles of silverware to Mrs. Isa- 
bella S. McRae, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 273) to extend the provisions of an act ap- 
proved March 2, 1855, entitled “‘ An act for the relief of purchasers 
and locators of swamp and overflowed lands, and for other purposes,” 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 745) for the relief of 
Major James Belger, to report it adversely and to ask to be discharged 
from its further consideration. I am also instructed to say that this 
decision was arrived at by a divided committee, 

Mr. MAXEY. I ask that the bill be placed upon the Calendar. 
The committee is divided upon the case. ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar 
with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. LOGAN. lam instructed by the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs to report back the bill (S. No. 1555) to fix the rank of certain 


which 


i 
retired officers of the Army, unfavorably. I have been re 
a member of the committee to say that he would be ple 
it go upon the Calendar, to which I have no objection, 
The bill was placed on the Calendar with the adverse report 
committee. —- 
Mr. BRUCE. The Committee on Education and Labor to wh 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 92) to provide ty 
enforcement of the eight-hour law, have instructed me ¢ 
adversely. I desire to say that I do not concur with 
of the majority of the committee. 
The joint resolution was postponed indefinitely. 
Mr. WALLACE, from the Committee on Finance. to whom 
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 346) for the relief of William H. Thomn 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report ro ty 
which was ordered to be printed. P oe 
Mr. WHYTE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whoy 
referred the bill (S. No. 2033) amending sections 1418, 1419. and i400 
of the Revised Statutes, reported it with an amendment. a 
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CHILDREN OF JAMES M’KNATT. 


Mr. BAYARD. I am instructed by the Committee on Fina, 





whom was referred the bill (S. No. 1987) for the relief of Joly i 
Schabinger, guardian of Susan McKnatt and Martha McKnatt »;, a 
daughters of James McKnatt, deceased, toreport it favorably and with, 
out amendment. I desire to ask for that bill its present cons dera, 


tion. 
By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Wj ‘ 
proceeded to consider the bill. 


The bill directs the agent for paying pensions at Washingto 


issue a duplicate check, and the Treasurer, assistant treasurer. 
designated depositary of the United States upon whom the same may 
be drawn to pay such duplicate check, for the sum of $1,001, infayor 
of John H. Schabinger, guardian for Susan McKnatt and Martha Me. 
Knatt, minor daughters of James McKnatt, deceased, late a private 
in Company B of the Fourth Regiment of Delaware Volunteers, war 
of 1¢61, in the same manner and upon the same terms and conditions 
as provided in section 3646 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States in case of lost checks not exceeding in amount the su 
$1,000. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ishould like to have the Senator from Delaware 
state, so that it will go into the RECORD, as there is no written re 
port, what are the circumstances of this case. 

Mr. BAYARD. By existing law, where a check to the amount 
a thousand dollars is lost in the mail, the Department may issue 
duplicate upon certain sureties being taken, with bond and the | 
provided for by the section of the Revised Statutes referred to in the 
bill, where the amount does not exceed $1,000. In this case the amount 
was $1,001, and the original having been issued the law forbade them 
to issue a duplicate. It was the excess of a single dollar that pre- 
vented the Department from issuing a duplicate and taking bond in 
the form prescribed by law, which is required by the present bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What has become of the old check? | think 
every Senator understands what the law is but what I should like to 
know, as there is no report, is what became of the check that 
issued. What is the evidence of its loss? 

Mr. BAYARD. It was lost in the mail. This is the provision of 
section 3646 of the Revised Statutes : 

Whenever any original check is lost, stolen, or destroyed, disbursing officers and 
agents of the United States are authorized, after the expiration of six months 
within three years from the date of such check, to issue a duplicate check; au 
the Treasurer, assistant treasurers, and designated depositaries of the Unite 
States are directed to pay such duplicate checks, upon notice and proof of the loss 
of the original checks, under such regulations in regard to their issue ay 
ment, and upon the execution of such bonds, with sureties, to indemnify 
ted States, as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe. This section suas 
not apply to any check exceeding in amount the sum of $1,000. 











was 








As the check which was lost unfortunately was for a thousand ané 
one dollars the Department could not issue a duplicate, which oi 
course must be a counterpart, without the authority of Congress 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How long ago was it lost? sea 

Mr. BAYARD. I think the date was about a year and a hail azo 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, reac the 
third time, and passed. 

SCHOONER A. SCOTT BROWN. 

Mr. RANSOM. Iam instructed by the Committee on Commerce 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 1823) granting an American 
register to the schooner A. Scott Brown, to report it without amend- 
ment and with the recommendation that it pass, and I file with t 
papers a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury recommending pe 
passage. I call the attention of the Senator from Pennsylvania 0» 
my left [Mr. WALLACE] to the fact. dames 

Mr. WALLACE. I ask unanimous consent to take up and pass He 
bill. iva 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to ask consent to take up and consider 4 
bill that was reported on the 26th of January. 

Mr. WALLACE. If the Senator objects, I withdraw my request. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object. I only want to find out what 
are the principles of fair ylay on which we are to proceed. oe. 
the bad luck of a little relief bill for a poor widow to have : eu ‘k 
ported some days ago instead of being reported to-day, I want toa 
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cond from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON] who reported it to ask 
ny frien recommitted so that he can report it again. I do not ob- 

this morning. Ionly putin an appeal for those who have been 
i elacky as to have had their reports made earlier. 


. - ¥ICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read and objections 





rest rv 1. : Y r " s 
resel el hief Clerk read the bill (S. No. 1823) to grant an American 


he schooner A. Scott Brown ; and, by unanimous consent, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 


rorister to t 


Senate, 





or EDMUNDS. Whatare the facts about it ? 

Me WALLACE. Let the letter from the Department be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
‘ TREASURY DEPARTMENT, February 7, 1881. 

\ pill (S. No. 1823) has been brought to my notice authorizing the issue of 

tel tothe schooner Wacousta, under the name of A. Scott Brown, built in 
sand now owned, as is alleged, by an American citizen. 
one of the barges that were purchased by American citizens in the ex- 
son of being employed under the act of June 30, 1879. A decision of the 
a General compelled the levying of an alien tonnage tax on this class of 
“and thus defeated the operation of the act in their benefit. 
rt ecircumstances I think this vessel should be admitted to registry 
Very respectfully, 








JOHN SHERMAN, 
Secretary Treasury. 
ton WiiAM A. WALLACE, United States Senate. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
io enorossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


Te iM 
AMENDMENT TO DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I ask unanimous consent to take 
np the bill (S. No. 2094) for the relief of George W. Flood, the bill 
referred to by the Senator from Vermont. It will not take a moment 
to have it passed. . , 

Mr. HARRIS. I rise to morning business, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair must first receive morning 
business. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
reported an amendment intended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. 
No, 7035) making appropriations to provide for the expenses of the 
covernment of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1882, and for other purposes ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF FISH COMMISSIONER. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing, to 
which was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 372) authorizing 
the Public Printer to print reports of the United States Fish Com- 
missioner upon new discoveries in regard to fish-culture, to report it 
without amendment and recommend its passage, and I ask for its 
present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CONKLING asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2162) correcting the pension granted to 
Lieutenant George W. Graham, One hundred and forty-fourth Regi- 
ment New York Volunteers, in accordance with his rank; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

_ Mr. BROWN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2163) for the relief of W. A. Reid; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WHYTE. Some time ago I introduced a joint resolution which 
upon inspection I find was either inaccurately printed or inaccurately 
copied. Therefore I wish to introduce a correct one of the same char- 
acter, and ask its reference to the Committee on Claims. 

_ By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (8. R, No. 154) providing for the ascertainment and payment 
ef the claim of the legal representatives of Walter H. Stevens, de- 
ceased ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
littee on Claims, 

SOLDIERS’ REUNION AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA. 

tot SAUNDE RS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to in oduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 152) granting the use of 
artilery, tents, &c., to be used at the soldiers’ reunion to be held at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, in the montle of September, 1281; which was read 
le first time by its title. 


. Mt. SAUNDERS. I ask for the immediate consideration of the 
Joint resolution. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution will be read at 


] 
Xe 1: and objections reserved. 
é Joint resolution was read the second time at length. 


a inanimeus consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
I “ee to consider the joint resolution. 
wheth “DMUNDS. T should like to ask the Senator from Nebraska 
M or we did not pass an act upon that subject at the last session ? 
am SAU NDERS. That was for the last year, and there is another 
ion for this year, to be held next September. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. I would suggest whether it would not be well to 
make a standing law for Nebraska in order to avoid this special legis- 
lation. ' 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I would have no objection to that 

The joint reselution was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 





PROHIBITION OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS, 

Mr. BLAIR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 153) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States; which was read the first 
timeby its title. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask that that joint resolution be read at length 

The joint resolution was read the second time at length, and re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, as follows : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer 
ica in Congress assembled, (two-thirds of each House ¢ rring therein,) That the fol 
lowing amendment to the Constitution be, and hereby is, proposed to the States, to 
become valid when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States 
as provided in the Constitution : 


ARTICLE — 
Sec. 1. From and after A. D. 1900, the manufacture and sale of distilled aleo 
holic intoxicating liquors, or alcoholic liquors any part.of which is obtained by 


distillation or process equivalent thereto, or any intoxicating liquors mixed or adul 
terated with ardent spirits, or with any poison whatever, except for medicinal 
mechanical, chemical, and scientific purposes and for use in the arts, anywhere 
within the United States and the Territories thereof, shall cease ; and the importa 
tion of such liquors from foreign states and countries to the United States and Ter 
ritories, and the exportation of such liquors from, and the transportation thereof 
within and through any partof this couutry, except for the use and purposes afore 
said, shall be, and hereby is, forever thereafter prohibited 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this article shall be construed to waive or abridge any i 
ing power of Congress, nor the right, which is hereby recognized, of the people of 
any State or Territory to enact laws to prevent theincrease and for the suppression 
or regulation of themanufacture, sale, and use, of liquors and the ingredients therof 
any part of which is alcoholic, intoxicating, or poisonous, within its own limite 
and for the exclusion of such liquors and ingredients therefrom at any time, as 
well before as after the close of A. D. 1900; but until then, and until ten years after 
the ratification hereof, as provided in the next section, no State or Territory shall 
interfere with the transportation of said liquors or ingredients, in packages safely 
secured, over the usual lines of traftic to other States and Territories wherein the 
manufacture, sale, and use thereof, for other purposes and use than those excepted 
in the first section, shall be lawful: Provided, That the true destination and natare 
of such packages be plainly marked thereon. 

Sec. 3. Should this article not be ratified by three-fourths of the States on or be 
fore the last day of December A. D. 1390, then the first section hereof shall take 
effect and be in force at the expiration of ten years from such ratitications, and the 
assent of any State to this article shall not be rescinded nor reverses 

Sec. 4. Congress shall enforce this article by all needful legislat 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


l 








Mr. CONKLING submitted an amendment, intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the con 


struction, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works on 
rivers and harbors, &c.; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LOGAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. MORGAN submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, #1 agreed to: 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns to-da 
of eleven o'clock a. m., to-morrow 

NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE APPOINTMENTS 

Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report 

1. The names of all persons nominated by the collector of the port of New York 
for appointment in the New York custom-house between January 1, 1880, and De 
cember 1, 1880, with the positions for which they were respeetively nominated and 
the salaries attached to such positions, and the date of such nominations 
ively. 

2. The names of all persons appointed to positions under the collector of the port 
in the New York custom-house between January 1, 1880, and December 1, 1880, the 
positions to which they were respectively appointed and the salaries attached 
thereto. 

3. Whether any persons have, between January 1. 1880, and December 1, 1380 
been nominated by the collector of the port of New York for appointment in the 
New York custom-house who had not previous to such nomination been certitied 
as having been recommended for appointment after examination by the board of 
examiners appointed in pursuance of the provisions of the so-called civil service 
rules, togetLer with the names of such persons, the dates of their nomination re 
spectively, and tlre positions for which they were nominated and the salaries of 
such positions, and whether any of such persons and which, were appointed and 
when 

4. Whether any such person referred to in the preceding paragrap s been 
so nominated or appointed more than once and whether to the s: or a different 
position, with the name of every such person so nominated or appointed mere than 
once and the date of each such nomination and appointment and the position for 
which eash such nomination or appointment was made and the salary thereof 

5. Whether any such person or persons as are referred to in the last two pre 
ceding paragraphs so nominated or sane had prior to such nomination or 
appointment appeared before the said board of examiners and had failed to secure 
a sufficient number of marks to qualify him or them under the civil-service rules 
for an appointment at the time he was so nominated or appointed, and whether at 

" . : me! ame aan he 
the time of each such nomination and appointment there were any persons not then 
appointed who on an examination by said examiners had received a higher num bet 
of marks than such persons so nominated or appointed, and how many such persons 
there were who at such time or times had received such higher number of marks 
and had not been appointed ‘ 

6. Whether any person was during said period nominated or appointed under 
the collector of said port to any position for which he had not been examined by 
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adjourn to meet at the how 
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BAlC | i €xaminers, and, i 
nomination or appointment, or both 
nated or appointed, or both, and th« 

7. Whether any nominations o1 
positions under 





oard « dates of thei 





were nomi 





mies attacl 





period, been 


appoin . 
rary appoint- 







made to said collector of 








ments,’ so called, and the names of ninated or appointed 
and the dates of their nomination and appointment and the salaries paid to them 
and whether any persons received a “ temyp« ippointment re than once 
and, if so, who and when and to what position ¢ vositic pensation 
was paid to ear such pers¢ 

+. Whether any person who had receiveda ‘temporary appointment,’ or had been 
appointed when not eligible for appointment according to the service rules 
under the said co cto is been permitted to take part in any competition or ex 
amination of persons seeking to be promoted from one position to another, and, if 
80, who ar 

) Whether during said period any person 1s nominated nted to a posi 
tion under the said ect » hi isly thereto been 1 ed or dismissed 
from the se ot Governn t, ul gned under charges, and, if so, who. 

10. Wi rs ¢ ass of persons in s custom-house 
ha‘ en excepted es ether any storel per has been pro 
moted or transierred to another posiuion wit it an examination in pursuance of 
snel ) 

NROLLED BILLS SIGNEI 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS s( ‘le ,annour dthat the Sne iker of the House had signed 
the f wing enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they were there- 

pon signed by the Vice-President. 


A bill (H. R. No. 706) for the relief of A. B. Rowden; 
D> * 


1 
forthe relief of Dr. John Blankenship ; 











A bill (H. R. No. 4596) authorizing the survey of parts of certain 
townships in Crawford County, Wisconsin, and making an appropri - 
ation t! ‘ 

Al H. Rt. No. 6527) to grant tothe coporate authorities of the 
city of | Blutis, in the State of Iowa, for public uses a certain 
lake known as Carr Lake, situated near said city; 

A bill (H. R. No. 6229) to grant the right of way for railroad pur- 
poses through certain lands of the United States in Richmond County, 
Ni Yor : 

A} H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring of 
the Nationa! Museum; 

A bill (S. No. 939) to amend the law relative to the seizure and for- 
feiture of vessels for breach of the revenue laws; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 328) to provide for publishing an edi- 
tion of Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado. 

MEXICAN AWARDS. 

Mr. EATON. I desire tocall up the resolution that I had the honor 
to otter yesterday, asking for certain information from the Secretary 
or State 

Phe VICE-PRESIDENT Phe resolution will be reported 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, sul tted by Mr 
EATON the 7th instant 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested to inform the Sen 
ate, if not incompatible with the publ nterest, whether any objection has been 
made by this Government to suits being bronghtin the courts of the United States 
by the Government of Mexico against American citizens, and if such objection has 
been made to communicate to the Senate the diplomatic correspondence, If any, in 
atetinn tharet 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to this resolution ? 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, on the joint resolution which the 





Senator from Connecticut introduced afew days ago I desired to sub- 
mit a statement of facts connected with the business before the com- 
mission which I think will aid the Senate very much in reaching a 
correct conclusion. Ipresume it w be as much in order to submit 


the pending resolution as to wait for the 
If the Senator from Connecticut has 
no objection to that proceeding on my part, I will proceed to do so. 

VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will remind the Senator that 
but five minutes of the morning hour are left. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I will eccupy only about twenty or thirty min- 


what I have to say upon 
ther: ution to be called un. 


0 erresolu 


r 


utes. If the Senate will grant me the indulgence, I promise to give 
what I think has not heretofore been given on this floor, a clear and 


intelligent statement of the matters complained of—not that others 
may not do it better than I, but it has not been undertaken. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Indiana asks consent 
of the Senate to address it at this time upon the subject-matter 
named by him. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President—— 

Mr. EATON. I only desire to say one word. The Chair intimated 
to the Senate and to the Senator from Indiana that there were but 
five minutes remaining of the morning hour. I simply desire to say 
to the Senate that if the resolution which is now before us is to be 
discussed to-day by my friend from IndianaI hope the Senate will 
also hear the reasons that the mover of the resolution and its friends 
have for its adoption. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I certainly hope so. 

Mr. EATON. I do not like this matter to go by piecemeal. If 
there is to be a discussion let us have a thorough one. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The resolution of the Senator from Connecticut 
[Mr. EATON] assumes that injustice has been done to the Government 
of Mexico by the awards mentioned therein. A great deal has been 
said to the effect that some advantage was taken of that government, 
as if Mexico had not had a fair chance to protect herself from imposi- 
tion. A statement of facts will show how far these assumptions are 
just or unjust. 
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On the 4th of July, 1868, a treaty was concluded between t} 
ernment of the Wnited States and the Government of Mewina «a: 
provided for a commission whose duty it was to hear and det i 
all claims presented before it for damages sustained by citize a eine 
country at the hands of citizensof Mexico, and similiar damave 
tained by the citizens of Mexico at the hands of citizens of thie 8 Sus. 
try. In the early part of 1869, I think in March, commissionors 
appointed under that treaty. In April, 1870, now nearly eleven «, 
ago, the claim of Benjamin Weil was filed before that commi.. 
Weil was a citizen of the United States who complained of the 
of property at the hands of certain Mexican forces under the 
mand of General Cortinas. The memorial of Weil, when preset be 
in April, 1870, necessarily and in fact did specifically describe + 
kind of property that he alleged he had lost, how much there ee 
it, how much it was worth, by whom it was taken, the time who... 
was taken, and the exact place where he was plundered, t ,;. 
possible to conceive of plainer, clearer, or more explicit notice atin 
to a defendant than was here given by the memorial of Wei] +, 4. 
authorities of Mexico. He proclaimed exactly what he complained o¢. 
he pointed out the place where and the persons by whom he a] " 
he had _ been injured, and thereby gave his adversaries every oy», 
tunity known in judicial proceedings to follow up and inyestiort. 
This case has been discussed as if there had been some concealm, 
some cunning arts resorted to. In point of fact the petitioner pjeg 
his claim as openly as if it had been in any court in the worl 
put everybody upon full notice and opportunity of investigat : 

He named the officer who was in command of the forces which as ad 
his property. All governments keep a roster of their armies, Hoy 
easy for the authorities of Mexico to have ascertained whether (on. 
eral Cortinas was at the place designated in Weil’s memorial at th. 
time of the alleged injury. How easy to have ascertained where he 
and his command were at that time. No better opportunity was eye; 
given to meet a fraudulent claim if it was one. 

Next, let us see whether there was such haste in proceed ng 
conclusion as to cut off Mexico from a chance to fully and deliber. 
ately present her side of this case. This claim of Weil's lay nearly 
six years under investigation. It dragged its slow and lazy lengt) 
along in the open sunlight of day for more than five years, 1 
mission in session a great part of the time, its rooms open, its records 
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open, and Mexico represented by able counsel scrutinizing every step 
that was taken. Among these counsel was Caleb Cushing. [hay 
not understood that Caleb Cushing was a man easily overreached 
I have not heard that his great and lucrative employments sought 
him because of his easy good nature and willingness to be out-ger 
eraled by the other side in a lawsuit. It would seem, however, from 
the talk in certain quarters in and around this Capitol that the inter- 
ests of Mexico had been in the hands of incompetent persons, a corps 
of imbeciles, instead of being, as they were, in the hands of some of 
the ablest lawyers of the United States. 








The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ferry in the chair.) The mom- 
ing hour has expired. Is there objection to the Senator continuing! 


The Chair hears none. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I think it will be here conceded that Mexico 





had all the notice that anybody could have, every possible opporta- 
nity to investigate, and longer time than ought to have been given. 
On the &th of October, 1270, counsel for the claimant Weil tiled 


their brief before the commission, nearly all the evidence on which 
he relied having been filed prior to that time. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that not only by the face of the memorial, but by the evidence 
itself, from 1870 up to the decision of the claim, Mexico knew all 
that was alleged, all that was proven, and all that was claimed. 
What course, however, did the counsel for the Government of Mexico 
pursue? They almost let judgment go without resistance. The Mex- 
ican commissioner afterward attempted to justify the conduct of the 
agent of Mexico in withholding defensive evidence, said to have been 
sent to him by his government, on the singular ground that its pre- 
sentation would have given an opportunity to the claimant to revut 
it; as if every plaintiff in a suit has not the right, after the detense 
puts in its case, to meet such new matter as the defense brings for- 
ward. The truth is that the defensive evidence, if they had any, 
which I very much doubt, was withheld under the mistaken idea that 
after the commissioners disagreed and the claim went to the umpue 
Mexico would have the right to file her evidence before the umpit 
and the plaintiff would not have any right there to meet It. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Allow me to ask a question. When 4s 
this claim of frand first made, after the decree by the arbitrator’ = 

Mr. VOORHEES. I do not know that the claim of fraud has ever 
been made by the Government of Mexico. I will meet the question 
of the Senator as well as I know how to meet it in the course of BY 
remarks. He will gather from what I shall say all I know about sit 
subject. Sir Edward Thornton very justly and very correctly gt 
was not his province to take testimony, that he was simply to 
the case as made before the commissioners and decide it upon 
evidence before them; to determine between them who was Tig" 
the American commissioner who allowed the claim, or the ese 
commissioner who voted against it, as he did in almost every instance 
where an American was a claimant. 





F = — Sam cide that 
In the face of so many witnesses of respectability, I am unw illing to deci 

the facts detailed by them are not true. : 

I must decide on the proofs and documents filed in the case 


and nothing ¢s¢- 
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eneea remain without contradiction by the Government, and, to remove all mis- 
These <ions, 1 state that I am willing to give every opportunity in my power as 
: saionel to the Government to make a full and ample investigation of this 
ne respond to it, and very much wish that this might be done. 

ane this is declined, I must act on the proofs before me. It is now my decis- 











time and place of its seizure, with interest. 

"fens was not only an offer of great liberality upon the part of the 
.orican commissioner, but there was absolute solicitation upon his 
rt to those Who represented Mexico to do their duty. What was 
Wadsworth todo? Ina case pending as long as this had been, 
jay after day and year after year for the Mexican authori- 


Mr. 


waiting ¢ 





| 


me the United States must have an award for the value of the property, at | t 
oe | circumstances there is believed to be so little probability that such a rex 


sto meet a plain, simple claim that had no mystery about it, was | 


na to continue five years more ? He did the only thing that an hon- 
a in could de; he rendered his decision, which, under the provis- 
«ng of the treaty, sent the claim to the umpire. 


“T+ wil] not do to contend that new evidence has been discovered 


bin rarrant a new trial. On the contrary, the Mexican com- | ** : ces ‘ os : : 
which will warr , | ities of Mexico is an afterthought—I will not say inspired by men 


missioner expressly states that he had his evidence in hand at the 
seoner time, and did not put it in because it would give the claimant 
; chance to rebut it. It is not analogous to a case where the party 
bas tried his case in court and lost it, doing the: best he could, and 
afterward made new discoveries. There equity interposes. But what 
gould be thought in a court of justice of a man who, after losing a 
cqse, should arise and say to an enlightened judge, “I have lost my 
age ! [had my evidence in hand and could have offered it, but would 
- the case was continued for me forfive years, but at last I thought 


UULs 





hot if ? 
aa this state of facts present sufficient ground to impugn the 
honor of this country or the validity of this finding? Who is Will- 
am H. Wadsworth? I know him well. I had the honor to serve 
with Lim in the other branch of Congress years ago, and I hazard 
wjentious integrity, he never had a superior in the public service. 
he been imposed upon? Did he make up his finding when he 
mebt not to have done so? Did he hurry the decision and exclude 
, proper opportunity on the part of Mexico? Who will dare to say 
«? Nobody. Yet after this claimant is dead, and perhaps many of 
his witnesses, his widow and children and other innocent parties only 
now interested in it, we hear people about these Halls talking as if 
Mexico had been deeply and dangerously imposed upon. 

But this matter does not stop here. By the terms of the treaty, 
elear and explicit, all awards under it were to be final and conclu- 
ve, Article 2 of the treaty of 1868 reads as follows: 


The I 


nothing in stating that for high intelligence, vigilant, careful, con- | day of November, in favor of citizens of the one party, shall be deducted from the 















public, hereby solemnly and sincerely engage to consider the decision of the 
ssioners conjointly, or of the umpire, as the case may be, as absolutely final 
nd conclusive upon each claim decided upon by them or him respectively, and to 
give full effect to such decisions without any objection, evasion, or delay whatso- 





Should they fail to agree in opinion upon any individual claim, they shell call to 
heir assistance the umpire whom they have agreed to name, or who may be deter- 
by lot, as the case may be; and such umpire, after having examined the 
ce adduced for and against the claim, and after having heard, if required, 
me person on each side as aforesaid, and consulted with the commissioners, shall 
ecide thereupon, finally and without appeal. 





id on appeal present my evidence where the other side could not | 


resident of the United States of America, and the President of the Mexi- | 


tained in the act of Congress of the 17th of June last to suspend payment to claim 
ants, citizens of the United States, in certain cases where the Mexican Govern 
ment had complained of fraud. In reply I have to express my regret that it 
deemed inexpedient to comply with your request. 
In view of the clear and positive terms of the fifth article of the convention of 
1868, this Government has no right to expect a rehearing of the case, and u 


is 





ier the 


. ; aring 
would be granted as a matter of favor that even if there were a disposition, which 
I am sorry to say there is not, to ask such a favor of the Government, it is sup- 
posed that the public interests require that no such request should be made. ; 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. EVARTS 
To E. C. INGERSOLL, Esq 
Attorney for the Rosario and Carmen Mining 
Company of California, Washington, D. C. 

It would seem, therefore, that neither Congress nor the Depart- 
ment of State find any power under this treaty to relieve American 
citizens as against a case of fraud even if a fraud exists. I wish, how- 
ever, next to show that this whole agitation on behalf of the author- 


for ulterior and sinister purposes; I will not say that it is done for 
the purpose of levying blackmail upon every payment that is made 
and every installment as it becomes due; but I will undertake to say 
here, and to show, that these very awards in behalf of Weil and the 
La Abra Silver Company were ratified twice by the deliberate official 
action of the Mexican Government after they were made. On the 29th 
of June, 1876, after the decision of these cases by the umpire and the 
action of the umpire was fully known both by this Government and 
by Mexico, a treaty was concluded between the two governments 
providing for a ratification of what the commission had done and 
for the full execution of its decisions. In that treaty, in article 2, we 
find the following: 

It is further agreed that so soon after the 20th day of November, 1876, as may be 
practicable, the total amount awarded in all cases already decided, whether by the 
commissioners or by the umpire, and which may be decided before the said 20th 


total amount awarded to the citizens of the other party, and the balance, to the 
amount of $300,000, shall be paid at the city of Mexico, or at the city of Washing- 
ton, in gold or its equivalent, on or before the 31st day of January, 1877, to the gov- 
ernment in favor of whose citizens the greater amount may have been awarded, 
without interest or any other deduction than that specified in article 6 of the said 
convention of July, 1668. The residae of the said balance shall be paid in annual 
installments on the 3lst day of January in each year, to an amount not exceeding 
$300,000, in gold or its equivalent, in any one year, until the whole shall have been 
paid. 


There is a plain treaty stipulation covering every dollar that was 
awarded by that commission, entered into by Mexico with her eyes 
open. Now she stands here, or somebody does pretending to act for 
her, seeking to impeach what she agreed to then, with a full knowl- 
edge of all the facts. 

More than that, however, on that point. Soon after the ratifica- 
tion of this last treaty noted, a correspondence took place between 
Mr. Fish, then Secretary of State of the United States, and Mr. Maris- 


| cal, minister of Mexico to this Government, and on the 4th of Decem- 


Mr. Weil submitted his claim under that article of the treaty, and | 


thereby became a party to it and was bound by it as well as Mexico. 
Suppose, however, the decision had been against Mr. Weil, would any- 


& notorious fact that American citizens have complained that by 
wre lant ® 2 sas zo 7 
‘raudulent practices the Mexican authorities have kept them from 


establishing legal and just claims for damages. I have here in my | 
tand the case of the Rosario and Carmen Silver Mining Company of | 


Lalifornia. That company had a claim before this commission which 
vas defeated, rejected. The petitioners came to Congress for relief 


against what they alleged to be an unjust decision procured by fraud | 
nthe part of Mexico. In their petition they allege that the Mexi- | 


san authorities viciously and dishonestly purloined and suppressed 
material evidence which they had taken and submitted with their 
“aim, by means of which fraudulent suppression of evidence by the 
Mexican authorities and the introduction by them of evidence of per- 
jured Witnesses the claim was decided adversely to them. That isa 
“tong case. What was the result ? Isuppose nobody will dispute that 


we should deal as fairly with our own citizens as with those of other | 


wuntries, 


aaa _I know no reason why the American Congress should dis- 
“unnate | 


ieah ta ah n favor of Mexicans against Americans ; yet what was 

Thave tery case of the Rosario and Carmen Silver Mining Company? 

dR a report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 

ae es, made April 24, 1878, in which the doctrine was 

Ph en retrial could not be granted; that a settlement un- 

thas = tga of the treaty was final ; that the award was conclusive ; 
tt Was no appeal from it. 


Afte : . . . ria 
ounn application was made on behalf of said mining company 
irect]; , 


returned : 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 31, 1879. 


10th ultimo, with the accompanying documents, was 
as been attentively considered. It requests that application 


SIR Your letter of the 
UY Teceived and h 
G6 to the Mex 





the representati ican Government for a rehearing of the case of which you are 
some of the witme. Your request is based in part on allegations of perjury by 
‘hesses against your company, and in part upon the authority con- 


ber, 1876, in response to a note from Mr. Mariscal, Secretary Fish 
used the following strong language: 


By article 2 of the convention the two governments bind themselves to consider 
the decisions of the commissioners and of the umpire as absolutely final and con 

usive, and to give full effect to such decisions, without any objection, evasion, or 
delay whatsoever; and by the fifth article the high contracting parties agree to 
consider the result of the proceedings of the commission as a full, perfect, and final 
settlement of every claim upon either government arising from transactions prior 


ee 2 : : »~ | to the exchange of ratifications thereof. 
body contend that he could have a rehearing and retrial here? It is | 


It may be quite proper that Mr. Avila should advise you of his views as to any 
particular awards, or as to any points connected with the closing labors of the com - 
mission, and you may have felt it to be your duty to bring to the notice of this 
Government those views so communicated to you. 

I must decline, however, to entertain the consiaeration of any question which 
may contemplate any violation of, or departure from, the provisions of the conven- 


| tion as to the final and binding nature of the awards, or to pass upon, or, by silence, 


| 
| 





€ Secretary of State, to which the following answer was | 


to be considered as asquiescing in any attempt to determine the effect of any par- 
ticular award. 

With your appreciation of the objects in contemplation in this method of settle- 
ment of differences between two governments, and with yourintimate acquaintanco 
with the particular provisions of this convention with reference to the binding 
character of the awards made by the commissioners or by the umpire, you will 
readily appreciate my extreme unwillingness to consider that, at the moment when 
the proceedings relating to the commission have been brought to a close, and the 
obligation upon each government to consider the result in each case as absolutely 
final and conclusive becomes geen the Government of Mexico has taken, or pro- 
poses to take, any steps which would impair this obligation. 


Then in response to this statement upon the part of Mr, Fish, that 
the decisious of the commissioners and of the umpire were absolutely 
final and conclusive, and that he would not tolerate the idea of any 
violation or departure from them, the Mexican minister, Mr. Maris- 
cal, disclaimed any such intention on his part or on the part of his 


government in the following language : 
| 


It is not my intention, nor the intention of Sr. Avila, to open any question what- 


ever, nor to put in doubt the final and conclusive character of the above-mentioned 


awards. 


But again. The labors of this commission terminated on the 20th 
of November, 1876, and soon afterward, on the 14th December, Mr. 


| Fish and Mr. Mariscal made and signed a settlement embracing the 


expenses of the commission and fixing how they should be borne. It 
isentitled a “ statement of account of the United States and Mexican 
claims commission,” and will be found in House Miscellaneous Doc- 
ument No. 39, second session, Forty-fourth Congress. It will be seen 
in that account that Mr. Mariscal charged the United States the 


agreed percentage on all the awards made in favor of its citizens and 


oe 


onal 
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for the two awards now objected to, namely, those of Weil and La Abra 
Silver Mining Company. He charged, and was allowed 
in the expense-account of the commission, 
dollars by reason of this recognition on his part and 
what had been done in these cases. In this transacti 
‘bled to retain and did retain out of the first annual payme 
the above amount, the ri to which was based sol 
firmation on the part of Mexico of the 
otherwise, he had no right whatever 
But there is still much more to show the grave impropriety ot 
resolution offered at this time by the Senator from ¢ 
the act of — ss of June 15, 1272, made 
bution and payment of the awards made by the « commission. 
that act was under discussion and consideration ‘suggestions 
made, it seemed to me at the time,in a sort of vague 
ther consideration ought to be had in these two cases. 
tive regard to our own honor we thought too muc 
to avoid even a suspicion of unfairness toward Mexico 
that reason that section was By that section 
the President of the United States was empowered and “ requested 
io investigate any charges of fraud presented by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment as to the cases hereinafter named, and if hes 
opinion that the honor of the United States, the —— iples of public 
law, or considerations of justice an ul equity re ae > Sea ut the awards 
in the cases of Benjamin Weil ar ‘dl La Abra Silver d i 
or either of them, should be opened and the cases retrie d. 
lawful for him to withhold payment of said awards, or either of them, 
until such case or cases shall be retried and decided in such manner 


ul 


thousand 
rmation of 
he was ena- 
nt of $300,000 


over torty-Six 


wif 
conn 


pon a con- 


awards in these two ec: 


ght 
ses ; 


to this money. 


onnecticut. »V 
for the distri- 


While 


pl ‘ovision wa 


way, that fur- 
With a sensi- 
d not be done 


It 


h cou 


SD of that act inserted 


as the governments of the 


until Congress shall otherwise direct.” Then it was further provided 


in that section that any moneys accruing under these awards should | 


be mination. 
of which I 


lor more 


held to abide the President’s investigation and deter 
It wild be remembered that this act, the fifth sect 

have partially read, became a law nearly three years ago. 
than two ye: after t, two 
months—the Executive Department held entire con 
and of all questions relating to them, whether they ought to be re- 
tried, whether they ought to be reinvestigated. For more 
years they were there in the Executive De spartment of 
ment, subje ct to any charges that Mexico might br 


ars its passage—to be exac ve; 


rolof these claims 


ng against them, 


| 


to include | 


who will remain. 


were | 


| chair.) 


was for | 


hall be of the | 


it shall be 


United States and Mexico may agree, or | 


irs and two } 


than two | 
the Govern- | 





subject to any steps that might be taken, those interested in them | 


clusion, and, finally, that conclusion came. 
in a direct order from the President of 


determi 


them, that 


waiting patiently for a con 
It came last August, 
States to pay the money due under these awards, 
there was no ground of fraud on which to retry 

had not made herself felt or heard to such an extent in the Execu- 
tive Department of the Government as to require a rehearing. Dur- 
ing those two years and more there was no want of attention to this 
subject ; on the contrary the Secretary of State heard argument re- 
peatedly for and against the claims, able gentlemen appearing on 
both sides, thoroughly sifting every allegation that was made. 
than that; shortly before the payment was ordered distinguished 
counsel appeared ostensibly on behalf of Mexico, and asked for de- 
lay until they could bring suit in the courts. 
bama (Mr. MORGAN] has stated, and stated correctly, 
the Senate that Mexico had the right 

or ask for an injunction against any 


ning that 


on the floor of 
to go into our courts and sue 
citizen of the United States. 


f the United | 


Mexico 


More | 


The Senator from Ala- | 


When it became apparent that the Executive Department would pay | 


this money, as I have said, distinguished counsel appeared there and 
asked for additional delay, in order to enable them to bring some sort 
of action. The delay was promptly granted and weeks elapsed again 
before payment was made. Ni > suit ‘has been brought ; eve ry oppor- 
tunity has been given; our courts have been open to Mexico; time 
has been given; and seems monstrous that t t 


oO 
5 
n 


it now, at the end of 
nearly eleven years since this action commenced, and nearly six years 
since it was decided, it should be reagitated. 

But still further: at the session of Congress a 


was 
duced by the Senator from Alabama seeking to reopen these c 
and send them to the 


Exactly why this was done I do not 
know, inasmuch as Mexico had already the power to go there; but 


last bill intro- 


courts. 


body to the effect that there was fraud in some of the aw 
cause Congress to enter upon an annual investigation a. oe ; 
gratulate those who are about to leave this body rather thar 
I sincerely hope the Senator from Connecs 
withdraw his resolution, and if not, that it will be voted 

Mr. EATON. I do not wish to detain the Senate, | y 
a few words. I desire that the pe nding resolutio: , whi 
yeste “a y, may now be r and on that I 3 

The thief f Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

ace That the Presid and he reby, 1 
ate, if not incompatible with the public interest 
made by this Government to suits bei ‘ing brough 
by the Government of Mexico agains 


Loe 
been made , to communicate to the 
in relation thereto. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CaMERO 
If the will allow the Chai l li 
Senate its unfinished business, which can be temporari| 
and the Senator will then be recognized. 5 

The bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriations for the 
of invalid and other pensions of the U nite d States for the 
ending June 30, 1382, was read by its title. 

Mr. EATON. Ido not propose at this time to go into a { 
sion of this matter. I desire the pi ussage to- day of the pen dir 
lution, asking for information which, in my judgment, the 
ought to have before it finally passes upon the joint resoiuti 
I had the honor of introducing several days since. I want , 
correspondence, the diplomatic correspondence, if ¢ ompati ble 
the public interests, between our ow1 and the authorities of the Mer; 
can Government, in order that the Senate of the United States jo 
see whether really the courts of the United States have been opent 
the Government of Mexico: that is, open in the opinion of the Mex 
can Officials. I do not propose on this occasion to arraign the Seppe. 
tary of State. That is not necessary; it would not . proper for 
me to do it; but I desire that the correspondence between the Sec; 
tary of State and the Mexican officials shall be laid before the Se 
ate in order that the Senate may see what the effect of that correspo; 
ence inevitably has been upon the Mexican authorities, 

I desire to say here that in my judgment—and I have give: 
little attention to one of these claims, a good deal to both, a 
deal to one—I do not believe there was one single bale of cotto 
longing to the claimant who charged against the Re public of of Mex 
the loss of 1,900 bales of cotton. There was not anything to ma 
either woof or wool of. That is my opinion with regard t 
matter. I believe it was t 


ie 


( 
lax 
dow 


1 
eportec, 


dent be, is he 


equested t 
whether 
in the cou 
t American citizens 

nate the diplomatic 


Se 


Senator 


he baldest case of fraud that ever) 
petrated on the face of the earth. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Let me ask the 
the attention of the arbitrators? 

Mr. EATON. It escaped the attention of the arbitrat 
the evidence was not the possession of the Mexican 
until after the commission had themselves risen, and wl} 
carried to the umpire, Sir Edward Thornton—a very disti: 
gentleman—Sir Edward Thornton said these words: 

In the case No. 447, Benjamin Weil vs. Mexico, the agent of Mexic 
duced circumstantial evidence, which, if not refuted by | the claimant 
tainly contribute to the suspicion that perjury has been committed 
whole claim isa fraud. For the reason already given it is not in the por 
umpire to take that evidence into consideration; but if perjury 
hereafter, no one would rejoice more than the umpire himself that 
should be reversed and that justice should be done. 

As I said, I do not desire to go into a full discussion of th 
to-day. lLIintroduced the resolution because I believe that t 
of the United States demanded that further action should be taken 
I brought it in because, as a Senator of the United States, I felt itt 


Senator how 


in 


Sha 


| be my ‘abso! ute duty to do it, feeling that injustice had bee: don me 


| what position the Mexican authorities here feel themselves to be 
| nt 
laims 


a sister republic. Let the resolution which I offered yester 
passed ; let the correspondence between the Secretary of Stat @ ani 
the Mexican authorities come before the Senate, and you wi 


" eu 


will see whether they thought it proper and prudent to go 


| courts of the United States. 


the bill had one good effect, at least, it brought this whole question | 


to the consideration of the Committee on the Judi 
nent and learned committee, 


ary, and that emi- 
taking a full view of the whole case, 


reported back that there was nothing for this Government to do in | 


the premises ; that it had done its duty; and there was nothing left 
except to execute what had been Ses according to law. 

Sir, I need not assure the Senator from Connecticut that I know 
him to be actuated in this procee ine as in es others, by the highest 
motives, and by the purest sense of honor, but I : appeal to his well- 
known candor to say whether enough has not already been done to 
vindicate our honor as a Government. 

Is there never to be an end to motions, resolutions, and proposed 
investigations on a subject that was finally disposed of years ago? 
During the present session of Congress the matter these two 
awards and the right to reopen them was fully considered by the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, resulting in the action 
committee against any such right or duty. 

It is well to remember that all awards made by 
are payable in annual installments, and they have eig 
yet torun. If, as each pay-day approaches, rest 


of 
oi 


the commission 


rht 


a sug m some- 


> years | 


Mr. JONES, of ee ie What was inside the claim 
Mr. EATON. I think if there has been a claim it is mace ou 
raw material, that it was covered so all over with fraud that i 
was not any inside to it, that it was all fraud from the beginning © 
he end. I incline to the opinion that no treaty, no convention 
action of umpires or commissioners, can prevent or ought to preven 
the Government of the United States from giving to the author 
of Mexico every opportunity to show that fraud. 
As I said, I have examined this question with great thoro 
I find no fault with any gentleman who differs with me 
about to attack the Amerie: an commissioner, Mr. Wadswort! ~ 
tucky ; I am not about to attack the umpire, Sir E dw: ard 1 Thornt 
but I say here, on my honor as an American Senator, rat thi 
ter ought to be opened 
Mr. BAILEY. What is the evidence? 
Mr.EATON. The evidence I do not care to gointo here. AHS.) 
was proved to have been seven hundred miles from the ve") Pe 
that lie swore he was present, where his cotton was taken, and l'™ 
proved by his own letters. 
Mr. BAILEY. Did not Mexico h: ive the proof? 
Mr. EATON. It was impossible for Mexico att 


I an 1 


1 of Ken 


¢ 








vot proof. Iam inclined to think that my distinguished friend 
oe Y alene was mistaken when he said, if he did say all, that all 
ron woot was withheld from the commission. I undertake to say 

ee reading of the case is that this proof was not in the hands of 
ats ‘f Mexico at the time of the holding of the sessions of the 
5 sion. Other proot was. 

Te OORHEES. What I said was this 

es McDONALD. Mr. President—— . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connecticut 

+1 #9 the Senator from Indiana? 
we EATON. Oh, yes. : | 

Me McDONALD. I wil read what the Secretary of State says in 
» these claims, especially in regard to the Weilclaim. In his 


to tl . = 
+ to the President in pursuance of the fifth section of the act of 















are he says : 
a conclusions to which Icame, and which I had the honor to submit 
stio , | was principally governed by the following considerations : 
e complaints of the Mexican Government there is not the slightest im- 
express Or implied, of the character or composition of the commission, 
is of procedure, or of the entire regularity and integrity of its actual 
It was composed of able and eminent men, enjoying the full confi- 
t overnments by whom they were respectively appointed, and the 
lected, Sir Edward Thornton, was pre-eminently fitted for his laborious 
‘ble duties by his long diplomatic experience, his recognized ability, 
acter, and his special knowledge of the two countries whose citizens 
mments were interested in the arbitration. 
re this commission the Government of Mexico had full opportunity and 
to present its defense, both in evidence and argument, against any 
1s submitted. In the La Abra case a large amount of testimony was 
ides, the comparison and valuation of which was within the power 
nd the opinion of the umpire shows that it was carefully con- 


to your 


















tis true that the Mexican Government submitted no testi 
‘that the case was decided upon the evidence offered by the claimants. 
Mexican commissioner explicitly declined the offer of further time to pro- 
ch testimony, although he professed that his government had such in pos- 
saying upon the trial ' 
is in the present case the still more serious consideration that there is 
enficient evidence upon which to judge of the claim, and that by opening the door to 
naw testimony it would only serve to show the claimant wherein the edifice which 
erected upon his imagination was weak, and by enlightening him how to 
s intrigue by new efforts, which, although they would not change the 
he case, might lead him to confirm it 








Now the Secretary expressly states 
Mr. EATON. I do not care to have a speech interjected into mine. 
Mr.McDONALD. I donot desire to interject a speech into the Sen- 
rs, [simply wanted to read what the Secretary of State said. 
Mr. EATON. He does not go to the extent of seeking this action 
That there was testimony which was withheld I know, and I 
know further that the important testimony had not yet been discov- 
ered, and the Secretary of State did not undertake to say to the con- 
and if he did he would be in error. 
VOORHEES. As the Senator from Connecticut arraigns my 
statement, I say that the Secretary of State does state that there was 
no evidence submitted on the part of Mexico in the Weil claim, 
although the commissioner says he had such evidence, and gives the 
turther reason that he proposes to enable the claimant to rebuild or 
strengthen his edifice, in the figurative language of the commissioner 
for Mexico; in other words, to give the claimant a chance of rebut- 
tal. Isay the statement of the Secretary of State here bears me 
out entirely that the Mexican commissioner said he had evidence, 
and declined to put it in on the ground that that would enable the 
laimant to rebut it. 
Mr. EATON. What I say is this, and if either of the Senators from 
Indiana, and if the Secretary of State will take the trouble to examine 
the evidence that is now in, where everybody can read it, he will ascer- 
tain the great fact that these vital proofs were not within the power 
of Mexico at the time. That there was a certain class of evidence, 
which evidence was not submitted, is true, I make no question about; 
vut the whole evidence was not in. The fact that thisman Weil was 
‘even hundred miles from the point where he swore he was when the 
cotton Was taken from him was not in their possession, and they had 
hot that testimony, 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. How is that made to appear ? 
Mr. EATON. It is made to appear by a letter written by Weil him- 
‘eit trom Shreveport, in Louisiana, upon a certain day, on which day 
® alleges that he was below Matamoras in person, in his sworn 
Moot; and there were several other things in connection with it 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. He swore he was at another place? 
Mr. EATON, Certainly, and he was seven hundred miles off on that 
“ame indentical day, if I'am not mistaken. He swore he was there 
. vO cotton was taken from him. 
on “4 RHEES, _If the Senator will allow me a moment, I do not 
“spate the ability of Mexico or of Mexicans to manufacture testi- 
7 Leetally after a man is dead, and even to the extent of forg- 
re et point that I make here, and the point at issue be- 
Tas vend senator from Connecticut and myself, is while this case 
~ ~ ung in @ court open to everybody and the record of which 
user Inspection, and where Mexico was represented by gentle- 





















m™ 


men ¢ t ; : : . 
; = ‘among the ablest counsel in this country, for more than five 
2 *ars, and then S 


olicited by the American commissioner, put in their 
sioner of M proceeding to a judgment reluctantly, and the commis- 
any ofitin regs saying that he had testimony and declined to put 

e stances this 10t some of it but none of it—whether under these cireum- 
‘S18 & proper subject for rehearing. Three years ago the 


< elitire Case, | 
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Congress of the United States sent it to the President of the United 
States, to the State Department, for a rehearing and a ret 
should find that it ought to be done. 
Mr. EATON. I think my friend ought not to repeat th 
has made before. 
Mr. VOORHEES. 
Mr. EATON. 


rial if they 


I will not interrupt the Senator. 

My friend has just said what he said before, that this 
power had been given two years ago, more or less, to the President of 
the United States, and yet he held it up two years, and did not dis 
burse these moneys. Why did he not disburse these moneys? Be- 
cause of the allegation of fraud, because of the belief that there had 
been perjury here in the establishing of these claims. And now for 
some reason—I hardly know what the reason is—although the evi- 
dence is directly to the point and is brought before a new commis 
sion, or before the Secretary of State, or before the Congress of the 
United States, it is not proposed to hold this matter one year, one 
month, one day longer. 

I do not wish to go further into the discussion of this matter to- 
day. I believe that the honor of the United States ought to be pro- 
tected by taking care of the interests of Mexico. 

My friend from Indiana suggested something about forging letters 
after a man was dead. If letters have been forged after a man was 
dead, I apprehend that such letters would not constitute good testi- 
mony in the opinion of the Senator from Indiana, or in my opinion, 
or in the opinion of anybody else who would have this matter in 
hand to investigate hereafter. My understanding of it is that there 
has been no forgery of letters upon the part of the Government of 
Mexico or its ofiicials, and it is too late in the day for Senators to say 
on this floor that we cannot open this matter because it has been 
finally adjudged, when by a law of Congress it has been held in the 
hands of the President of the United States for two years and more 
than two years. It will hardly become citizens of the United States, 
not to say Senators of the United States, tosay that if there was a case 
of bald fraud here we would not notice it, when this very moment the 
leading journals of Great Britain and many of its leading men are 
taking into consideration the great fact of the perjury that was com- 
mitted with regard to the fishery award, and a leading paper in 
Great Britain says if the allegation can be sustained, no matter about 
the convention or the treaty, the money must go back to the United 
States where it belongs. 

I say that if the President of the United States have in his hands 
a million or two of dollars belonging to the Government ef Mexico 
originally, but sent here for the purpose of being distributed, and if 
part of the claims the money is to meet be covered all over with 
wrong and fraud, it is the duty of the United States to withhold that 
money, and it is the duty of the United States to look into this matter 
thoroughly and fairly. I desire the resolution to pass so that we 
may have the information from the Secretary of State with regard 
to that one matter, and hereafter I shall take occasion to call up the 
joint resolution which I introduced some days ago. 

Mr. MCDONALD. Mr. President 

Mr. BOOTH. I feel it my duty to call for the regular order. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Will the Chair have the resolution re 
ported ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolt 

The Cnier CLERK read the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator 
insist upon his call for the regular order? 

Mr. MCDONALD. I wish just a moment 

Mr. BOOTH. I will yield for a minute. 

Mr. MCDONALD. For five minutes? 

Mr. BOOTH. I must in fairness call for the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order is called for 

Mr. EATON. I hope we shall have a vote on the passage of the 
resolution. 

Mr. BOOTH. If it is the desire of the Senate to vote on the reso- 
lution, and if the Senator from Indiana has no objection to taking a 
vote upon it, I will yield. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I have no objection whatever, but I desire to 
say just about ten words. 

Mr. BOOTH. I will vield for ten words. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I desire to call the attention of the Senate a lit 
tle more particularly to the statement of the Secretary of State, and 
I do not understand that to have been controverted. He says: 

In the is true that the Mexican Government submitted no testi 
mony, and that the case was decided upon the evidence offered by the claimants 
But the Mexican commissioner explicitly declined the offer of farther time to pro 


duce such testimony, although he professed that his government had such in pos 
session, saying upon the trial, &c. 








ion will be read. 


from California 


Tat) es ee 
Yell Case, it 


I simply desire to say that there is not a court in the United States 
that would grant to a private litigant a new trial upon an applica- 
tion for that purpose, if he should present such a petition as that. I 
desire to state further, that if Mexico has any complaint in regard to 
the action arising under that commission, it should be addressed to 
secure a new convention, in which the parties who have lost their 
claims by fraud may have an opportunity to present them again 
What I have contended against from the beginning is that there 
should be this one-sided effort acquiesced in by our Government, to 
relieve Mexico from these two awards and hold our people bound by 
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aliti thers. The pr rpose of the fifth section of thea 1675 was | 
Lo ¢ the the executive department ot the Government wi th precisely | 


that power, and I am willing to continue it if it is necessary; but I 


} ‘ 


shall not vote for a new trial in an ec parte application of this kind 





to a claimant who stands in the position that tl e Secretary of State 
bas shown that the Mexican Government stands with reference to 
this clain 

Mr. BOOTH 1 

Mr. WHYTE. li the Senator will allow me to say just one word, 
the Senator from Indiana has struck the key-note of this whole ques- 
tion. If we are going to do anything t » protect Mexico in regard to 
laims that have been passed against her by the joint convention, I 
hope we will also do something for those citizens of the United States 
whose claims were excluded either by the negligence of officers of 
this Government or by want of proper notice to them that that com- 
mission was sitting in this city. I know men with claims; I know 
specially of one claim, of a citizen of the United States whose coal 
was seized by Mexican authority, who made a protest before the con- 
sul at Vera Cruz and filed it there for the governance of our Govern- 
nent here at Washington, which through the negligence of that consul 
vas nm i ad n the state Departme nt: and that claimant, or his 
eirs, for he died shortly afterward, had no notice of this convention 





Mr. EATON. That was not the fault of Mexico. 
Mr. WHYTE. It wasthe fault of the commission that pre per notice 


was not given to the various claimants, the notice being published, 
us is Claimed, iz one paper in New Orleans so far as I can ascer- 
tain, and no copy of that paper having ever been discovered or pro- 
duced to show that it was actually published. ‘| say that claim was 
ost because the Government here had no notice of the protest iz 
Me and the claimants, the heirs of the gentleman who had died, 
had no notice of the sitting of the commi ssion. herefore if we are 


to prote Mexico against fraudulent c laim 
the Ln'ted States will protect 1ts owl 
ich hate been unpaid by Mexico. 

Mr. JONES, of tke: Mr. President—— 

Mr. BOOTH. I must insist on the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. COCKRELL in the chair.) The 
Senator from California insists on the regular order. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. What is the sent ‘ecke i 

rhe PRE SIDING OF FICER. The pension appropriation bill. 

Mr, JONES, of Florida. With tl 

Mr. BOOTH. I cannot yield for any purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will lay before the Senate 


the regular order. 


af Lope the Government 


zens who have just claims 


16 permission of the Senator—— 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
rhe Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriati ons for the pay- 
ment of invalid and other pensio ns of the United States for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, Ins2, the pending question being on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. PLUMB, after line 17 of section 1, to insert: 


ro provide fifty addition . examiners for the Pension Office, and the number of 
elerks for the Pension Office and Adjutant-General's and Surgeon-General’s Offices 
espectively, necessary ‘to render effective the work of said examiners, the sum of 
$200,000, to be med ly availabl 


Mr. KI RKW Or ”D. ). Ishould like to see that amen dmen ta moment. 
Mr. BOOTH. Sofaras Iam personally concerned, I have no objec- 
on to the amendment 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Iowa has the floor. 

Mr. BOOTH. I beg pardon. 

KIRKWOOD. I have a word to say in regard to this matter. 

After concluding my remarks yesterday I was called out of the Sen- 
ate Chamber to attend a special meeting of the Post-Office Commit- 
tee. pon my return I found that the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. WITHERS] had been defeated, which I 
very much regretted. I voted yesterday that that amendment was 
norder. I did that with a good deal of doubt as to the correctness 
of my vote, but for the purpose of availing myself of a chance to 
vote for something that would tend to improve the present condition 
or ailairs. 

I would suggest to the Senator from Kansas, however, who oftered 
the pending amendment, that if additional clerks are to be placed in 
the Pension Office, my understanding is that additional room will 
have te be provided for them. The amendment should be amended 
so as to allow the application of a portion of the fund to pay the rent 
of a building for their use. My understa nding is that the present 

lding oce ‘upied by the Pension Bureau is full, and it is no use for 
istoe mploy clerks unless we can have room for them to work in. I 
suggest that to the Senator who offered the amendment. 

Mr. PLUMB. If the Senator from Iowa is informed upon that sub- 
ject sufficiently to frame an amendment which will meet the point 
which he urges, I shall have no objection to it 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Let me look at it again. 

Mr. PLUMB. I suggest to the Senator from Iowa that his propo- 
sition be made the subjec t of a separate amendment, when the pend- 
ing amendment has been adopted, if it shall be agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It had better be submitted as an amendment to 
this amendment, because the next one may not be thought to be in 
order. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Unless the Senator who offers the amendment 
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thinks it is well to provide for the employment of clerks wit 

making any provision for places where they may work, I su ae 
after the word “examiners” in the first line of the amendn i 
insert “ and for rent for additional rooms or buildings the srefor Ment he 


would obviate the diftic ulty that seems to me to be somew} rat that 





vest 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator f¢; rom Tov 
that as anamendment to the amendment of the Senator fron : 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I offer it as an amendment to 
of the Senator from Kansas. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the ame: 
will be reported. oa 
The CuieF CLERK. After the word “examiners,” jn the 
of the amendment, it is proposed to insert “and for 


‘ 


. n Kar §as 
the ame 


: re rent fo; 
onal rooms or buildings therefor;”’ so as to read: , 


To provide fifty additional examiners, and for rent for additional 
ings therefor, for the Pension Office, and the number of clerks for + 
Oflice and Adjutant-General’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices. r spectiy 
sary to ré nder e ff ctive the work of said examiners, the sum of $20 
mediately availabl 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. T hi e question is on agreeing to; 
amendment of i e Senator from Kansas [ [Mr. Plump ] as am 

Mr. KERNA On behalf of a great many deserving men, | 
something shoal d be done to speed the adjudication. of the cla 
pending for pensions. The war closed more thi in fifteen years g 
There are now, as we are informed, more than 250,000 clainis pe 
inthe Pension Bureau. Eve ry Senator and every Member getsda ' 
day letters from people in his State or locality asking him to get su 

claim speeded and such a claim speeded. We all know that that 
not be done. Here is this very large number of claims pendir 
Doubtless a very large number of them are dese rving, as the clai 
ants believe, and as probably is true, and it is really a denial 
justice to leave these claimants for so many years without | 
their claims decided upon. Those which are just should be allowed 
the deserving soldiers of the war should be paid their pensions; a 
those claims which cannot be maintained ought to be rejected, sot 
the claimants may know that the bureau thinks the “y are not er 
to pensions. I feel almost depressed when I realize how mai yi ft ; 
claims there are, and how many deserving soldiers and their widows 
cannot get action upon their claims when the y believe they ha 
their proofs to entitle them to pensions. 

I am in favor of this amendment in the hope and belief that, ii 
nothing else can be done at this session, it will enable the Commis 
sioner to add to the efficiency and strength of his force so ast 
pose of these claims more rapidly. Nothing is more unjust thant 
delay the claims of deserving men, soldiers who entered the servic 
on the pledge of the Government that if by disease or wounds 
curred in the war they lost their health they should have a pens 
Half of them, here in the year 1881, when the war closed earls 
1865, have been writing and writing and seeking to get action o1 
— claims. I think the Government owes it to itself, it owes it to 
them, to give at least this measure of relief, and I hope there ¢ an be 
some dada done to speed their cases far more rapidly in their deter- 
mination than this will do. I am in favor of the amendm nt, hoping 
it will do something in the way of bringing about the determination 
of these claims. 
Mr. WALLACE. Itisstrange that the Senate and the House should 
undertake in this way to relieve the Pension Bureau when neithel 
the officer in charge of that bureau nor any one connected with t! 
Government has ever asked for this special mode of assistance 
seek a remedy in a different line, by a court, through judicia 
cesses and not by clerks added; their wishes come to us by the bil 
of the Senator from Vi irginia, and in a different form from this pre 
sition. There is no estimate in the Book of Estimates for additions: 
clerks; there seems to be no requirement for this force from te 
Department of the Interior, or any one authorized to ¢ lemand it— 
Mr. INGALLS. May I interrupt the Senator a moment? 

Mr. WALLACE. Certainly. 
Mr. INGALLS. At the close of the Commissioner's last report 
Says: 


1laving 








I respectfully submit the following recommendations . 
1. That there be an increase in the number of clerkships of the classes 
and 4. . 
2, That the chiefs of divisions and the appeal clerk, whoare selected fro 
the clerks of class 4, be given an additional allowance of $600 each pon anl 
3. That the salary of the chie f clexk be increased to $2,500 per annun ; 
4. That the salary of the Deput¥ ‘Commissioner of Pensi ons be increas i 
3, 000 er annum. - 

That the salary of the Commissioner be increased to $6,000. 


He does ask for an additional number of clerkships in classes ’ 
3, and 4, +. not 
Mr. WALLACE. How many does he want? The n umber is ase 
fixed, few or many, but the gre at desire there expressed is for int ns 
of salary to those now at work. I do not think that thisre ques oad 
the Book of E stimates furnished the Appropriations Committee her I 
heard nothing of it in the Committee on Appropriations. ed 
nor the others knew anything of this in our consu) tations aes at 
committee. This statement is made as the Senator read it Idot Cot es 
doubt, and if these clerks be really needed I have no doubt — _ 
gress will be very glad to give them to aid in the much needed es} 








1881. 


sion, Will the pending amendment answer the purpose? Willit 
00M» relief desired? Is there not some other remedy beyond this 
give ee The Commissioner evidently thinks this will not answer, 
E ie gives all his energy to the measure submitted by the Senator 
‘oom Virginia, (Mr. W ITHERS. ] He feels, as most of us do, that a 
Hn ay must be found in some other line. 
f ao eae to be reached, it seems to me, is to bring the judicial 
aie bear upon the facts of each case in some way. The proposi- 
".¢ the Senator from Virginia, the chairman of the Committee on 
ae was a measure in the right direction, but it had its defects, 
she x 98 liable to many objections. I could not bring my mind to 
snort it. It has been ruled out of order, but I may brieily refer to 
, There were many difficulties surrounding it. Among the first was 
+ it was the institution of a batch of new courts in each State 
“hieh were strange to the people; these were heretofore utterly un- 
-nown in our system, were not in the line of the common law, and in 
oot it was the creation of new tribunals strange to the people. The 
‘eond objection is, that it adds large additional expense and multi- 
‘viog officials throughout the country, while we are already oppressed 
i their number. The third objection, in my mind, is that it was 
. ssible for this court, if it saw fit so to do for any purpose, to become 
onpressor and a tyrant over the pensioner himself. I do not say 
+] t they would be so, but new tribunals, vested with complete power 
over the subject given them, may exercise that power for improper 
purposes, and I fear they would. . 
Where is the difficulty in the way of sending every pensioner to 
. own locality for adjustment and decree by his own courts? Why 
there any difficulty in the plan of sending each pensioner resident 
h ! a county in the State in which he resides, to his home court 
there—a court of record, of course; not to a single official, nor yet to 
the process of a jury trial, but allowing him to be heard before the 
ourt upon his depositions taken and to be taken in his own case? 
Under such a system he would be at home among his own people, 
where he is known, where his witnesses reside, and where the court 
in examine his case on his testimony and standing and determine it 
thereon, and on his already existing depositions; or the court may 
refer the matter to a commissioner or master, and thus arrive at the 
erits of his case after full investigation. He can be fully heard. 
The papers from the Pension Office can be sent there upon certiti- 
ate; the court after hearing can render its decree; and that may be 
nade final and conclusive in the case, and thus we may have an 
aljudication of these claims, speedily and justly. A home forum 
with a fair hearing is the best remedy for this clogged Department. 
jurisdiction can be vested in the State courts in such matters, and I 
not doubt that they would accept it and act. 
But wherever there exists a district court of the United States we 
ld give it power to hear the cases resident there of course, but 
itside of the counties in which exists United States district courts 
why shall we not use existing machinery? The people own State 
ourts in which pensioner and Government may both be heard if they 
are Willing to exercise this jurisdiction. In the case of a pensioner 
who is alleged to be fraudulently on the rolls, or of one who wants 
his claim expedited, we can send him there summarily or upon rule 
to show cause in which ever form we prefer. If after full hearing 
the court decrees him to be stricken from the roll all will agree that 
he is there by fraud, for it is only done after full hearing upon testi- 
mony brought into court where both he and the Government have 
been heard, Such a decree is only made after hearing upon testimony 
duly taken and entered of record. If it is desired to expedite a case 
we can send all these that now stand undetermined on the records of 
the Pension Office there to be carefully examined upon the papers in 
the office upon additional depositions, and upon the testimony of men 
who know him, his services, and his diseases. I venture to say that 
io State court would decline to take jurisdiction, and that the Leg- 
siatures of the State would promptly give this added jurisdiction if 
this were needed in order to accomplish the results we all desire. 
‘nd if 80, Six months’ work will clean up this enormous list. The 
amendment proposed by myself I now ask the Clerk to read. 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment proposed by the 
Stator from Pennsylvania will be read. 
. ee CLERK. It is proposed to add as additional 
46 DULL? 


sec 


t 

aS 
t 
\ 








sections to 


“rc. 3. That for the purpose of discovering and preventing frauds upon the 
“ se States in regard to pensions, the Commissioner of Pensions, in addition to 
, Lowers Dow conferred upon him by law, shall have the right to cite any per- 
~.| how upon the pension rolls to appear before any district court of the United 
ied if such there be, within the county or parish ‘in which the pensioner resides, 
\ hone such there be, then before any court of record having a clerk and a seal 
ric uch county or parish, there to show cause why his name should not be 
diene an the roll of pensioners ; and such court shall hear the case upon dep- 
of afidavine in the usual manner, and upon the proofs, certificates, depositions, 
fied by tl ot ne file in the Pension Office, which, for that purpose, shall be 

Sec, 4 That ‘ ommissioner of Pensions to such court. — ; 
rears thereof he. order to expedite the settlement of claims for pensions and ar- 
by directed te _ file in the Pension Office, the Commissioner of Pensions is 
rer six Senine 0 wee certify all such claims which have been on the files 
Passage of this act. cannot be adjudicated by him within ninety days from the 
uments filed in or p wogether with all papers, testimony, certificates, or other doc- 
in the county or r Dearing upon each case, to the district court of the U nited States 
there be no ; oo in which the person claiming such pension resides, or if 
to any court of ane of the United States within such county or parish, then 
there to be examinr having a clerk and a seal within such county or parish, 
xamined by the said court upon the papers, testimony, certificates, or 
ents so certified, and such other depositions, proofs, and testimony as 
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may be submitted touching the same, under the rules and regulations hereinafter 
prescribed 

Sec. 5. That the person receiving or claiming a pension under this act shall be 
deemed to be in such court for all purposes touching his said case after the said 






court shall have before it a citation to him to appear in the seme on a day certai 
which shall, by oath thereto atlixed, appear to have been served by a copy thereof 
mailed by the Commissioner of Pensions to his address at least twenty days prior 








to such day of appearan and each of said eourts is hereby vested with f 

diction to proceed upon written evidence to examine, adjudicate, and s » th 
question at issue under the proofs so brought before it and the laws regulating 
pensions, and its ereon shall be fi and conclusive. If the said wrt 
shall adjudge the pensioner not entitled to a pension, his name shall be stricken 


from the rolls, or his « 1 taken as dismissed, as the case may be. If the 
shall adjudge the appli titled to a pension, his name shall be placed uy 
rolls at the rate per mon ed by the court; and no interference with or altera 
tion of the said decree or of the sum so paid shall be permitted except upon actio 
I 


iad in the same court, after formal notice for a rehearing as herein prescribed 
I 
















Sec. 6. That the district attorney of the d States in counties in which there 
is a district court, and the person in charge of prosecutions for crimes in ot 
counties or parishes, shall act as counsel for the United States in all pension cases 
in such courts, and shall be entitled to a fee of 310 in each case, to be paid by the 
United States. Costs of witnesses shall be paid by the United States when sum 







moned by them under the first section hereof, but in no other case. 1 pen 





s r or the ap t himself may be examined under oath and his testimony be 
competent evidence in the adjudication of his case when cross-examined by the 
counsel of the United States, but not otherwise. The Attorney-General of the 


United States is hereby dire« 


and direct as possible, 1 
named, which rules whe 


$210 COUTTS In all pension ¢ 


ted to make and publish a code of rules, as simp 

‘zulating the mode of procedure in the cases hereinbefore 
n so made are hereby prescribed for the guidance of th 
il i} ases coming before them ur 

Mr. LOGAN. DoT understand the 
amendment to this bill 

Mr. WALLACE. [intended to move it as an amendment to the 
bill, but as a matter of course the point of order made would rule it 
out. By this amendment I desire to express my anxiety as other 
Senators have done to the Senate, first, to aid in preventing the per- 
petration of the alleged frands upon the Pension Department of the 
Government of the United States; and, secondly, to expedite the set- 
tlement, as far as may be by any suggestions I can give the Senate, 
of the pension cases that now hang unsettled in the Pension Depart 
ment. This is simply the thought of carrying to the local courts in 
which the pensioner resides, first, the cases in which the Commissioner 
of Pensions alleges there are frauds; in such the pensioner is brought 
into court, and the question of fraud is heard and settled. Second, 
to send to the local court, the district court of the United States, or 
any court of record in the county where the pensioner resides, the 
cases now pending in the Pension Office, there to be heard on the 
papers now on file in the Pension Office, and upon such other depo 
sitions and papers as may be taken by either side in the future, and 
thus have the question of the right to a pension settled at the 
of the pensioner, not by trial by jury, but by the examination of wit 
nesses upon depositions, or by reference of the case to a commissioner 
or master who shall hear and report upon the same to the court, 
which in either case shall hear the proofs summarily and make a deeree 
of the court thereon either for or against the claimant. My purpose 
is to endeavor to bring what aid I can to this subject. The means I 
would adopt are, first, the settlement of the question of fraud in the 
courts of the locality; and, second, the rapid adjustment there of 
the cases now pending in such vast numbers. Of course this amend- 
ment is liable to the point of order, as the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia was. I simply desired to explainit, and leave it to 
the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to call the Senator's attention to one propo 
sition he has in this measure of his. Of course I do not wish to dis 
cuss it, because it cannot come up for action. The section providing 
for the soldier being called before a United States judge, to show 
cause why his name should not be stricken from the roll as a pen- 
sioner, is certainlv very peculiarlanguage. In other words, it indicts 
the soldier and brings him before the court and he must prove his 
innocence of having defrauded the Government, or he is dismissed 
from the roll. What is the meaning of it ? 

Mr. WALLACE. Not atall. Itissimply a rule upon him to show 
cause, to come in upon the allegation that he is fraudulently receiv 
ing a pension. What simpler method can there be? An allegation 
is made in the county in which he lives, and he meets it there at home 

Mr. LOGAN. Lunderstand that ; but the Senator provides that the 
pensioner shall show cause why he shall not be stricken from the roll 
Did we ever hear of a man being arraigned in a court to show cause 
why he should not be sent to the penitentiary? It is the business of 
the prosecution to show cause why he shall be committed ; but this 
is reversinggall the ruies of evidence and law. If the Government 
wants to act fairly it will call a man up and the Government will 
show cause why he should be dismissed from the roll, and not require 
a pensioner to show cause why he should not be dismissed from the 
roll. That is certainly reversing the rules. 

Mr. WALLACE. That is a very trifling matter of detail. The 
question is, after all, where is the forum in which this man who is 
alleged to be a fraudulent pensioner ought to be heard. I allege that 
it is at his home and before a local court. That is the whole ques 
tion, and the form of it is not material at all. He is not to be in 
dicted, he is simply to be cited to appear and if you see fit to strike 
out the words ‘‘show cause,” I am content with that amendment. 
If the Senator prefers the language he suggests I am content to 
amend it. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
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r this act 





Senator to propose this as an 


I said this cited him to show cause, and this amend- 


ment was like an indictment against him to show cause why he 
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should not be punished; it called on him to show cause why he should 
not be dismissed from the roll. That reverses all 
dence that I have ever heard of in any court. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator from Illinois if that is not 
a mere technical phrase, which does not put the burden of proof on 
the man cited? It is arule general in all equity processes, in all no- 
tices to respondents to petitions, to come into court 
why the prayer of the petition should not be granted. 
change the burden of proof at all. 

I desire, however, to make the } 
because I do not think it worth wh 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (M 
amendment has not been offered. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not wish to spend 
‘all attention to the fact—it may be technical or it may not be tech- 
nical—that this is not like a chancery proceeding. This man is ac- 
cused of crime; that is, he is to be dismissed from the roll because 
he is fraudulently on the roll; hence it is an accusation of fraud 
wainst him. Being fraudulently on the roll he can be dismissed, and 
hence the requirement for him to show cause why he shall not be dis- 
missed does bring it in the nature of a criminal proceeding, because he 
s accused of a crime, for if he is fraudulently on the roll it is a crime. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, Ido not rise to discuss the propo- 
sition suggested by the Senator from Pennsylvania. I say, however, 
that when the Committee on Pensions or any other committee shall 
present a separate bill to facilitate the speedy adjudication of these 
claims in what I deem a fit and proper way, I shall certainly support 
t. But as I know this measure will be ruled out on a question of or- 
ler, I wish to say one word on the amendment which has been held 
o be in order appropriating $200,000 to enable the Commissioner of 
Pensions to employ more examiners and more clerks to speed the pres- 
ent machinery or action on these claims. It is no answer to that 
amendment to say that the Commissioner has not asked it. It is the 
duty of Congress to see that there is sufficient means appropriated to 
enable him to proceed more rapidly than he can do with the present 
force; and as that is in order, and as that very likely is all that can 
be done at this session, I trust that amendment will be adopted, and 
that we shall instruct the Commissioner to employ more force and to 
go on more rapidly than he can do now. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I have taken no part in this discussion 
because, though a member of the Committee on Appropriations, al- 
though I listened carefully to the arguments, I have never professed 
to be familiar with military affairs or with questions relating to safe- 
guards necessary to be thrown around pensions; but the amendment 
now offered, if sustained by the Senate, will do no good except to en- 
able the bureau to spend that much more money, I think in a useless 
f not an improper way. The Commissioner of Pensions does not pre- 
tend that he has not force enough now. Hecame before the commit- 
tee and asked us to increase the salaries of a few of the employés that 
he has, his own included, as his report shows, but no suggestion was 
made as to the necessity of any such additional force as is here de- 
manded. Now, on the suggestion of a Senator, without recommend- 
ation from the Department, without suggestion of the necessity for 
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the rules of evi- 


nd show cause 

It does not 

ler on the amendment 

le to spend a day in debating it. 
‘ 


r. COCKRELL in the chair. The 


Olnt of ore 


either: but I desire to 
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fore the committee, without anything to indicate that it would 
do any possible good, we are called upon to rent additional build- 
ings and give $200,000 more for clerks, and all for what? Under the 
admittedly defective system we now have, which it seems cannot be 
amended, we are urged to hurry through the great number of claims 
on the files that have been presented within the last two years, grow- 
g out of the greed of gain from tl f-pensions bill, so that 


the arrears 
immense amount of money may be made by claim agents, which 


-0 
1 
i 








t will secure if they can put through fraudulent claims in hot 
haste and escape detection, under pretext of doing prompt justice to 


clammMancts. 
the Commissioner desires, and what I think every Senator 
hange of the system and a more public and effi- 
means of determining who are entitled to pensions, then pay 
and pay them promptly; but surely we ought to prevent those 





who are not entitled to pensions from receiving then 


rhe Senate has voted down or ruled out of order such a Ineasure, 
hat there shall be no investigation into frauds, 


but that there shall be as many more clerks and employés who know 


and seems determined tl 


nothing about it pushed into the Pension Office, even against the 
will of the Commissioner, so as to expedite the passage of the pend- 
ing cases, whether fraudulent or not. 

rhe Senator from California, the other day, alluding to some re- 
narks I had made on another occasion, seemed to think that I had 
done injustice in my statement about arrears of pensions. The Com- 

tissioner of Pensions, after showing the immense stimulant that had 
been given to fraudulent claims by reason of the passage of the 
arrears-of-pensions bill, recapitulates thus: 


} 











Amount of arrears to old pensioners. ................ ee 3 3, 963 Gt 
First payments previous to July 1, 1880.................. ane whew , 821, 826 09 
OE ee ecceccces 192,000, 847 50 
Annual pensions to 125,000 new pensioners .......... pebsecececcss Sh EOD ae 

SODD baspappectes snsnbasendnniade ee ccccccce Bene seccceccs 910, 301, 673 25 


In stating this total I omit any account of the annual pensions to the new pen- 
sioners whose claims were on file in the office at the time of the passage of the ar- 
rears acts, but barred from further prosecution by section 4717, Revised Statutes 
which was repealed by thatact. The claims thereby revived number twenty thou- 


sand or thirty thousand 





Then he shows what it will include. 

Phird.— 

He says: 

Chird. As to the amount annually paid out upon fraudulent 

Under the secret ex parte system now in vogue for obt 
port of claims, frauds are generally brought to the attention of tl 
dent, sach as an oversight or mistake on the part of the t 
mit the fraud, or voluntary information from some neighbor. Under 
tions, but a small percentage of the frauds are discovered, but ever, ; 
unfavorable circumstances, during the four years ending June 30 ieee 
sioners were discovered who were illegally drawing pensions, and 1 567 
defeated, in which the claimants had already established, prima aaa 
toa pension. A very small percentage, probably not exceeding 5 per 
of these classes, have been, or will finally be, restored to the roll 
sion, upon refuting the evidence tending to show fraud. The amoy 
the Government in accrued pension and annual pensions for the future, 
the duration of the pension at fifteen years only, after 
allowed for restoration, &c., was $6,045,089.46. 

While I do not believe it possible to eliminate from the pension; 

raudulent claims by any manner of means, yet, considering the who! 

my opinion that not less than 10 per cent. of the pensions ap propriat 


pensions 
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out upon fraudulent and illegal claims, which, by the adoption of a proper } 


for the preparation and presentation of the evidence in support of th, 
be saved to the Government and the people. 


He suggested, as I understand it, the bill introduced by ¢; 


Ue Séna- 


tor from Virginia; he urged upon Congress the necessity of a py) 


examination where a physician and an attorney should 


examine the applicanés and furnish the facts. Cases were penor,) 


to us, indeed I have been told of them, where men draw pe 


Dslons be. 


ed 


cause their hands are cut off that were taken off long after the war 
cases are reported where men were without arms who lost they ; 


disreputable ways outside of the Army and not connected with it om» 
drawing pensions. So-called widows of soldiers have been marrisa 
for years and are still drawing pensions as widows; in short ' 


two liars can be found in the slums of New York or anyw 


yher 
to swear them through a pension can be had and the Commission; 


,W 


e 


re 


here 


Gise 


cannot prevent it; the pension agents at Washington, who are mak. 
ing fortunes out of this business, can get their share of the plunde: 


and they are the men, as Senators have stated on this floor, who } 


lave 


sent out all the petitions to be signed protesting against any publ 


examination. And yet the Senate seems determined tha 
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Wil 


allow no public investigation ; it will pile up $200,000 more to employ 
clerks and to rent additional buildings, to hurry up all the claims 
and thus push them through as rapidly as possible, and make it im. 
possible to detect frauds by giving time for investigation. Why, 


sir, look at the list filed in the report of the Commissioner. 


In the year 1872 there were only 8,857 applications filed for 


) 
i 


pensions and 6,755 for widows. In the year 1880, after we had passed 
the arrears-of-pensions bill giving each man a thousand dollars or 


more—the exact sum I do not know—110,673 invalid claims were f 


seven years after 1572, and it is fair to assume that in 1572 th 


would be more men filing claims than in 1880, and from wid 


or 


were 6,427 claims filed in 1873, and in 1880 25,602, stimulated: 


ywst 


I 


to present any claim and to suborn any witness who would | 
through on ex parte statements without either a public exam 


before a competent examiner or before counsel for the United 





to take care of our interests. The present system is where the | 


missioner says, and says truly, the great evil is. He is ask 


more help in his office; he is asking for more efiicient meaus ot : 
tecting fraud. Ten per cent. on $510,000,000, which he says 


to be paid on arrears of pensions alone, is $51,000,000 wrung 
} 


iro 


tax-payers of this country to pay fraudulent claims made out 


parte statements, the truth of which no official knows anythit 


and as to which the Commissioner has no power to inqurre, 


the clerks you add will not help him. 


That is the way the Senate is now expected to push thro 


bill. I did not expect to say a word about it, because Tam 
iar with all its details; but what we need now is laws an 


ul its 


tions, not to hurry through fraudulent claims, not to push t 


the demands of pension agents who have worked up on ¢z } 


ments the cases to 110,000 that they have filed of invalids 
25,000 those of widows, that they have worked up in this yt 
the amount of money received is an inducement, as against t 


invalids and the 6,000 widows seven years ago, when the 


such inducement. If they waited till 1880 to file claims, t 


°¢@ m * ala 
alone is suspicious. The object ought not to be to add 


hurry them through before investigation can be had, but to ascerla 
some fair, honest, careful way whereby the United States cal 


tected against fraudulent claims and whereby the honest 


nens 


can get every dollar he is entitled to. Those who have walt 


long ought to be made to wait till every fact is fully considered 


Whether the law was good or bad, giving arrears of pan 
think it was a bad law,) I am sure it demoralized more soldiers 


it benefited; it broke up the soldiers’ homes, and much of t 
has gone into the hands of men who speculated on the mi 
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of the soldiers. But be that as it may, the law allows it, = 
ine soldiers ought to have it; but no honest man among the 





he m ey 


sfortut 






object to having a thorough investigation made, whether pens. 
are cited to show cause why the pension should not be taken 4" 


or whether they are cited to show cause why the United States sh" 


rese Met oo 


continue to pay them. The nearest neighbors of many of th 
so says the Commissioner of Pensions—would be aurpens 
were to learn that pensions were being paid to people to ‘ 
are paid. 


d if 


they 


bom tLe) 
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be that the present Commissioner does not use the machinery 
hig hands as efficiently as he ought. I do not know about 
ig evidently an industrious, bold, hard-working man. I | 
meg think that instead of being commander-in-chief he is do- 
“va duty from corporal up; that he is taking too much on his 
‘ars instead of making other people doit. I would select 
let like General Wright, now at the head of the Engineer 
ome jad like General Walker, now at the head of the Cen- 
some man who had not only the ability but the will 
-ourage to make every subordinate do his duty, and I would 
v0 a year to see to it that every man he sent out to de- 
ands went to the bottom of every suspected case in every con- 
»o] district. I would furnish each agent with a list in every 
devery county. I would call in the postmasters and the 
venue ofticers and officers of the courts everywhere to give an ac- 
nt of all these people; to tell who married, who died, what chil- 
were of age, Who were fraudulent, who were honest, and I would 
nd, if necessary, to stop the payment of one million of fraudulent 
‘29. 900,000 or any amount required to prevent one million from 
 ctolen. 1 do not mean to stand upon the amount of money 
samuat’ to have the laws enforced ; what I desire is to stop stealing 
od pay salaries sufficient to get the men who can stopit. If Mr. 
dentiey, the present Commissioner, cannot there are men who can, 
sod ] would pay them well todoit. If necessary detach the Pen- 
l “jon Office from the Interior Department altogether; make it a sepa- 
rate organization ; make its head the master of the situation. 
rhe senator from Illinois, who knows so much about this—much 
gore than I do—if the bill presented by the Senator from Virginia is 


» come 


: | reau 
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spend 
as 
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sot good, and if that presented by the Senator from Pennsylvania is 
not good, can, inmy judgment, suggest the means whereby some efli- 
ot g q 


ient man Whom he can name, if paid salary enough, with a corps of 
efficient men, can stop nine-tenths of the corruption going on now, 
and I hope the Military Committee or the Pensions Committee, or 
«me committee that knows how to do it will do it, and do it at once. 
All I say is that the present amendment will do no good; it will only 
acilitate fraud. 
Mr, JONES, of Florida. Did I understand the Senator to say that 
the report of the Commissioner admitted that 10 per cent. of the claims 
now paid were fraudulent ? 
| Mr. BECK. Iwill read in a few lines the language of Commissioner 
Bentley as contained in a communication addressed to Mr, Davis, 
hairman of the Committee on Appropriations, dated January 20, 
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I do not believe it possible to eliminate from the pension-rolls all the 
julent claims by any manner of means, yet, considering the whole case, it is 

pinion that not less than 10 per cent. of the pensions appropriations are paid 
t mpon fraudulent and illegal claims, which, by the adoption of a proper method 
‘or the preparation and presentation of the evidence in support of the cases, would 

«saved to the Government and the people. 

[hat is the language of the Commissioner. 
; Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I supposed this discussion was over 
iud I do not wish to continue it, but I cannot sit quietly in my seat 
and listen to the statements which are made without giving my opin- 

nin reference tothem. That same statement that in the opinion 
fthe Commissioner of Pensions 10 per cent. of the money paid out 
ras paid out on fraudulent claims has been made over and over again 
D senate Chamber. I said only a few days ago, and I repeat 
ow, that until the Commissioner of Pensions or somebody else can 
give us the data upon which he formed his judgment about the frauds 
that are committed on the Pension Office, 1 must disregard that state- 
uent. That was one of the objections I made to the statement of 
‘he Commissioner of Pensions a few days ago, that it was only his 

pinion. Think of a man throwing out his opinions before the coun- 
ut in order to stigmatize pensioners as receiving money fraudulently! 

Aud the Senator from Kentucky said whenever you found two liars, 
‘pension claim could be made out. 

Mr. BECK. I did not mean to referto Senators. I referred to men 
ming to be entitled to pensions who were not ; and if they would 
“ama pensions when not entitled they would get men to swear to lies 

enable them to get pensions. 

‘ir. LOGAN. The suggestion was that wherever there were two 

is, (Hat is two persons who would swear falsely, a case could be 
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Ar, BECK. That is it. 
: Mr, LOGAN. Does not the Senator from Kentucky know that 
“tever & man claims a pension because his hand is off, because he 
~* st his arm, or lost. leg in battle, the records in the War Depart- 
are relied on to show that fact? And will he state it to go to 
untry that men can obtain pensions for the loss of legs or arms 


0 __..§ country by getting two false witnesses to swear falsely to the 
5 oe © tacts. It is exactly these statements that I protest against, 
es ~. ‘Hey are not made upon anything that is correct. Will the 


‘ehator trom Ker 


pension 


itucky state that he knows of any person drawing 
ill Sipe \ to-day on account of the loss of an arm or a hand or a leg 
rs ‘hot (ney. aiter the war was over? I ask the Senator if he knows 
ay tow the facts ai such cases came before the committee. Does he | 
m after oon persons are drawing pensions who lost a leg or an | 
place? ar Was Over, not in battle but in some disreputable | 
Mr. BECK, 
“4W it: but fror 





I know it as well as I know many athing. I never 
0 the information of men who know al! about it and | 
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have given names, I know it. In the city of Louisville it is common 
talk among the policemen that the agents never discover such cases, 
and they name the men and where they are. I am not a detective, 
nor do I know these facts myself. 

Mr. LOGAN. If it be true that there are men drawing pensions 
for the loss of an arm or a leg who lost it in a disreputable way after 
the war was over, it only sustains what I said, that a new Commis- 
sioner with the old law is better than the old Commissioner with a 
new law. It only proves that there is a want of capacity to admin 
ister the law as it now exists. I must say to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, not wishing to dispute anything he says, that I do not believe 
any such case exists. It may exist, but I should have to have evi- 
dence of it before I would believe it, because I know that a pensioner 
obtaining a pension for a wound received in battle or in the line of 
his duty must have record evidence of that fact. No two false wit- 
nesses can obtain a pension for a man; that is entirely a misjudgment 
of the law. The law is this: where any fact cannot be proven by 
the record in reference to the contraction of the disease, either the 
ofiicer of the command in which the soldier served or two of his com- 
rades who were acquainted with the fact when it occurred must 
swear to the fact. That is the law; so that a man cannot get a pen- 
sion by obtaining false witnesses in the slums and sloughs of New 
York. He must get it by the oaths of his comrades to sustain the 
record. Where the record fails it must be on testimony by his ofii- 
cer or his comrades. The only instance where outsiders testify is 
to the disease continuing. His neighbors may testify to that; his 
family physician may testify to that; but when it comes to the fact 
on which the pension is based, it must be on the records of his coun- 
try or by the testimony of his comrades. A better examination of 
the law by Senators perhaps would give them a little more informa- 
tion in reference to the question. 

Now, sir, a word in reference to the alleged frauds. The Commis- 
sioner of Pensions shows in his report that he had $40,000 given him 
to detect frauds, and he says he has only used $26,000 of it. Whose 
fault is it,then? He has a right to detail one hundred and fifty 
special agents, if he chooses all his office, to examine and detect frauds, 
and the money has been appropriated for that purpose ; and yet Sen- 
ators stand on this floor and denounce poor, unfortunate men as being 
frauds or adopting fraudulent practices in obtaining money from the 
Government with all the means at hand to detect them and they are 
not detected. That only proves what I said before, 

As I said, the machinery of this Government as it now exists is 
ample. All you want is to put it in force and put a man there who 
will organize your department, will separate the claims and the evi- 
dence as brought in, and pass upon the cases at once; then take up 
those which have been laid over and examine them. 

If the Senator from Kentucky were in charge of the Pension Office, 
or if I were in charge of it, my judgment is that when we examined 
a case and said to the claimant that he should procure further evi- 
dence we would not say to him, you must procure evidence on this 
one point, but on every point in the case; we would say to him, you 
want evidence on this point, on this second point, on this third point, 
on this fourth point, and so let him cover all at once if he could 
honestly do so. But when your Commissioner of Pensions calls at- 
tention to one point, and when the pensioner covers that, then he 
calls his attention to another point, he covers that, and then he calla 
his attention to another point, he covers that, and then. he calls his 
attention to another point, and he covers that, taking from one month 
to two months to get the testimony on each point, and in that man- 
ner delays the applicant. 

That is one of the reasons why your law is not executed and your 
pensioners are complaining. It is because of these delays that are 
brought about by the officers themse!ves, and by the men who exam- 
ine these cases, by not stating the whole thing and letting the pen- 
sioner have a chance to examine it all and state the entire facts. I 
state what I know about it. I have letters now in my possession 
which show that four or five different points in a ease have been ex- 
amined, one at atime; when one was made sufiicient, then another 
would be suggested. No business man would do that ; no man who 
wanted to facilitate the examination of these pension claims would 
do that; but that is exactly the way it is managed, and that is the 
reason of your delay and the reason why you complain. Many men 
complain merely of the method of the Commissioner of Pensions, who 
desires to get up some kind of machinery outside of the present law ; 
and that machinery not going fully into operation at once, perhaps 
when the new administration comesin the necessity will arise for the 
same machinery with the same engineer to put it in operation. Now, 
I want no such thing. I want the pensioners to have a fair chance 
under the law as it now exists, and if they have that they have no 
right to complain, and if your Commissioner will administer it you 
will have no right to complain, orl. It is because the law is not ad- 
ministered as it ought to be administered that complaint arises. It 
is not the fault of the law, but the fault of the administration of the 
law. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, this matter has been discussed at very 
great length, and it seems to be understood that the whole discussion 





is irrelevant, because out of order. I should like, however, to par- 


ticipate for a moment in the discussion so far as to say that the re- 
marks of the honorable Senator who has just taken his seat on the 
last point covered by those remarks I think do serious injustice to 
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me little 
Some iiccit 


business communication 
he first place 
the appli- 
to be 


the Pension Office. I have had 
with that office. I know that the course of proof is in t 
when the application is filed for the bureau to call upon 
cant for evidence in of tl 
maintained in order to establish the claim for a pension ; 
are all specified, and he is called l 
them. When that evid 
account of various informalities, i 
points to be established ; and thereupon the oflice 
necessary, what is established ; if one 
another is not proven the applicant is called on for further evidence 
to establish that point ; is not at all strange that before all 
these points are finally « id ext led cori 
ence should take place 

There is much that mi 
has been ruled out of order and upon which I had, if 
order, desired to be heard. I think it was a 
had substantially amended in many respects. It 
partial thing as it stood, and would. I believe, have operated unfavor- 
ably in practice as it then was, and yet itd 
ficulty in the Pension Office, which is 

leaven knows there is enough there now. 
too much testimony, and they not able 
more than they want, such as it is, and the effort of the 
devise some way in whi 
on the cases which are there pt 
an accumulation of ag 
subject to precisely the same objections as that which they already 
have; and this testimony, taken with such formality and subject to 
so many reasons of suspicion in so many cases as experience has dem- 
onstrated, has produced all through that office a chronic state of sus- 
picion so that no man goes into that office with a fair chance. I have 
known instances in my little connection with that office where a case 
being proved overwhelmingly, it seemed to be rejected for the very 
reason that there was sufficient proof, and the would 
rejected for the very reason that there was none, and so the applicant 
is between the devil and the deep sea. If he proves his case they re- 
ject it because they say it is not possible to get so full and complete 
evidence to establish the case as the man has here; it is almost un- 
known in practice; there is too much of it; it is too good a case, and 
they are suspicious of it for that very reason, or at least they 
be. On the other hand, if a man is only able to produce a part of the 
testimony, and that may be very honest and reliable testimony, the 
case is rejected on that account. 

Here I feel bound to say that I yner of Pen- 
sions is a true, honest, and capable gentleman, and that he has devoted 
himself to the discharge of the duties of that important and difficult 
office with an assiduity and with an ability worthy of all praise, and 
it will be a fortunate administration that is able t as able 
a successor as he is himself. But let that pass. 

The Pension Office is, in my belief, to-day untit to consider evidence. 
It is simply an organized suspicion, and if I had control of that office 
I would abolish very largely its personnel, and I would put in there 
men who were capable of understanding and weighing evidence, and 
who were capable of coming to a conviction after they had perused 
it and examined it, which seems to be the difficulty with the men now 
there. But there thevare; there is the Pension Oftice with three hun- 
dred and fifty er four hundred men who are engaged in the practical 
administration of the pension law, and there they are likely to be. 
Weare not going to abolishit. We havejust taken action which practi- 
cally precludes Congress fromdoing anything at the present session to 
remedy the great evils under which the applicants for pensionsare now 
suffering. 1 see nothing that we are likely to do excepting to add to 
the evil, though a little good does come from it, by appropriating the 
$200,000 which the Senator from Kansas proposes to give. I thinkit 
had better be given. I[t will be largely wasted; it will develop to a 
still greater extent existing evils; but at the same time it will result 
in the allowanceof a few claims. Theevil has become so outrageous, 
so wicked, the wrong and oppression which this great nation is exer- 
cising upon those who have shed their blood in its defense and to 
whose sacrifices it owes its present existence are so great, that I will 
seize any opportunity of atfording even the slightest relief. The only 
thing we are likely to do at the presentsession is simply to give a lit- 
tle more money, to be practically wasted, as very much of that 
been which has been given in the past. 

Therefore I support this amendment. It will do some good. It is 
half enough to carry into practical operatien the bill proposed by the 
Committee on Pensions, for I believe it would pay two hundred of the 
proposed examiners, and pretty much all these cases are within the 
limits of two hundred congressional districts of the country. But 
however that may be, it is too late. The money had better be given 
to add to the efliciency of the bureau for the present session, and I 
do hope that by some future Congress the evil may be taken hold of 
in a statesmanlike way, and that some means may be devised to ob- 
tain something which will command the conviction of the human 
mind, which will secure to the claimant an honest and an impartial 
tribunal, I think the very bill which has been rejected might have 
been amended by a word in a way to do away with one great evil 
that exists. Suppose the pension examiners, which it was proposed 
to appoint, had been made judges of the fact as well as simply com- 
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missioners to take the testimony. The bill contemplated ; 

should be men trained in the law; men accustomed to the oo. 

tion of evidence; who could weigh it, who could 

conclusions from it; men like masters in chancery, , OMMissionar. 

pass upon questions of fact. If in addition tothe function rr 

evidence these men had been charged with the duty 

opinion upon the force of that and should 

make their report to the Department at Washington y 

hat finding should have been 

evidence on which a pension should be granted—h 

this difficulty would have been almost entirely 


consider 


evidence, 


| of my honorable friend from Pennsylvania, 


| been met. 


| the locality, 


| discharge, of disability, or of death all the way down. 


We should have had the advantage of a m 
acquainted with the people throughout the dist; 
to judge whether it was probable those who appeared before 
the truth, and he would have the great advantage of perso; 
tion of wit and he would be able 
any other man, hat other might be, t a 
honest and correct decision upon the evidence befor 
would have relieved the Department at Washington. 

What are they doing at the Pension Office? Un 
testimony which they do not believe in, to be sure, | 
undertaking to pass upon these q 
before them. That is what they are undertaking to do; 
business. If this were devolved upon an examiner ] 
locality of the pensioner, it would not require to be don 
the force in the Pension Office could be very largely discha: 
could be lessened by at least the number of examiners to be ap) 
throughout the country, so that the expense being reduced | 
total expense of the administration of the 
very slightly, if at all, increased. <A few other moditica 
have been made in that bill, which would in efiect hay 
every tion which has been urged against it 

I pay but very little attention to these allegations of fraud, [ sy; 
pathize with the views of the honorable Senator from Illinois 
regard. There are some frauds, to be sure ; 
of law generally throughout the country, in my 
with very much greater frauds than are committed in the Py 
Office to-day. There may be some. I am willing that the . 
should bleed a little in that direction rather than that the | 
claims of so vast a number of pensioners should go unheard a 
satisfied. There are substantially 300,000 of these claims nox 
ing; they are coming at the rate of from eighteen to twenty tl 
a vear; they are coming in on the Pension Office faster than t 
being disposed of. There are nearly two thousand of these 
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Mr. LOGAN. I the attention of the S 
statement so often made that there are 300,000 pension « 
pending, and I have been on one or two occasions compelled t 
rect i The report shows 300,000, but that includes all th 
that were rejected. There are over 80,000 claims rejected 
are but little over 200,000 claims pending now and not exa! 

Mr. BLAIR. 
one of those rejected claims is finally disposed of; ev 
is liable to be called up at any time, and when one 0 
called up it necessarily requires a lengthy investigatio: 
very much more time than an ordinary claim. 

Mr. LOGAN. I merely wish to get the fact to the country that 
the 300,000 claims said to be now pending and waiting examinat 
over 80,000 have been examined and rejected. That is the fact 

Mr. BLAIR. Yes, they have been rejected, and universally : 
to the dissatisfaction of the applicant ; and as long as he lives, beuev- 
ing in his claim, he will try to make an effort to have it allowed 
do not think the Commissioner of Pensions can be charged wit 
effort to mislead the conntry in stating the number as he co 
280,000 and coming in continually at the rate of from 1,500 to 
per month. I think that isthe truth in regard to it, and [ thin 
under the existing law or the administration of the law we sua 
gain on the pension applications for five or ten years to come 
applications will gain on us, and some method will have 
vised in order that they may be disposed of. 

Now permit me to a word in regard to 
providing for the payment of arrears of pensions 3e 
are already on the roll. I believe that bill was one of the mos: , 
and honorable bills ever enacted by Congress. What was the 2 
of it? We took the pensioner whose name was upon the rou, W* 
may be after years of effort had been able to establish the hone 
and justice of his claim; we had passed upon it; we had rend" 
judgment upon it; and the Government was estopped to Say t™® 
was paying that pension fraudulently or wrongfully. Other men be 
applied seasonably and they had drawn pensions irom the &© 
disease or of disability or of the death of the person on oe 
count the pension was paid; their pensions were TOM eG “ ft 

DE Udy 
ment of the United States, when it provided for the payment 0! © 
rears to those who made their applications much later 10 moo Te 
gave them not the aggregation of the installments as they ee Oh tad 
been paid, but simply the installments themselves, and at 
States gained more by the delay of the applicants, considerably ! 
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ory many instances by the use of these installments in the nature 

oboe ved interest, than the pensioner himself received. So it does 
oe the mouth of the United States to say that the pensioner 
= pe" fault for having delayed his application or that by reason of 
y having failed to file his claim it should be considered as less mer- 
itorious or less just. It is not the case where when a man’s claim has 
ie been established and proved when presented he is allowed sub- 
vvonently to be paid back to the beginning. By no manner of means, 
a oe pay the man who has fought his way through to the allow- 
ince of bis claim arrears from the beginning, and the gain is wholly 
on the side of the country by virtue of this delay. — wet 
“Put, sir, 1 am aware, as I said in the beginning, that this is all out 
¢ order; still, as much is being said in the way of suggestion with 
ee rence to the possible framing of some bill which may be a rem- 
edt for this evil in the future, I felt at liberty to make these, as I 
should like if time permitted to make other suggestions. 
“Mr, SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I have taken no part in the dis- 

esion of this question, and do not think it proper to occupy the 
sime of the Senate with any views in regard to it after the matter 
has peen so thoroughly debated as it has been; but I cannot suffer 
the pending amendment to become incorporated in this bill without 
it least expressing my opposition to it. ; : 

This is the first instance in the history of the country, so far as I 
know, where there has been any disposition on the part of the Sen- 
te or of either House of Congress to force on any Department of this 
(Government or any bureau of this Government assistance in the way 
of additional clerks or examiners, that has not been requested or 
the necessity for which has not in some way been suggested by the 
Department or bureau itself. : 

The Government has various heads of Departments and heads of 
bureaus who have charge of the matters pertaining to their own par- 
ticular stations, and in the past history of the country there has not 
heen too much hesitation on the part of any of these heads of De- 
partments or heads of bureaus in making known to Congress at any 
time when they needed additional clerks or additional force of any 
character. 

It is to be presumed that if additional force in the way of clerks 
ar examiners Was necessary in the Pension Bureau, the officer who 
has been referred to frequently in this debate, commended by some 
and censured by others, would have come to Congress and made 
known to them the wants of the bureau over which he presides. But 
i anomaly has occurred in the history of the legislation of the coun- 
try. Inthe Senate of the United States the grave proposition is made 
to add clerks and employés to one of the Departments of this Gov- 
mment, ata cost of $200,000 annually, for which they have not asked 
and perhaps for which they will not thank you. 

I rose simply to emphasize this anomaly in the history of our legis- 
lation. It is gravely proposed in the Senate of the United States, 
without even consulting the Commissioner of Pensions, to thrust upon 
him, not knowing that he has a single desk at which he can place an 
employé, an examiner, or a clerk, $200,000 more for assistance to en- 
able him to perform the duties of the office. We ought to hesitate, 
even if it was desired by the Commissioner of Pensions; we ought 
toexamine into the necessity of it,to see whether he could utilize 
such a force properly, whether the expenditure would be a proper 
expenditure or not; but instead of doing that we come here without 
his leave or license and compel him to accept the services of clerks 
and examiners that will cost $200,000. 

This much I desired to say upon the particular amendment now 
pending before the Senate. In reference to the general question of 
frauds on the pension-roll, that is a matter of which I have no per- 
sonal knowledge and therefore of which I cannot speak from any 
knowledge of my own; but I had the honor when I first came into 
the Senate, nearly ten years ago, of being placed upon the Committee 
on Pensions, and I served upon that committee, I think faithfully, for 
twoyears. I know that at that time, in 1872 and 1873, it was alleged 
that the then Commissioner of Pensions—whether he did make that 
‘vegation or not I do not know—estimated that the frauds upon the 
pension fand amounted to nearly 20 per cent. I do not know that 
these frauds exist, neither do I know that the then Commissioner of 
Pensions so averred, but I believe that every Commissioner of Pen- 
sions from that time to this, so far as I have heard, has expressed his 
opinion that there were frauds committed on the pension fund and 
that there were pensioners now on the pension-rolls drawing pensions 
Whohadnoright tobe there. A late Secretary of the Interior, I believe, 
stated on the floor of the Senate that his experience connected with 
the Interior Department had satisfied him that gross frauds had been 
committed upon the pension fund and that many persons were placed 
upon the pension-roll who were not entitled to be there. 

Now, itis not surprising that this should be the case. The Senator 
m Illinois a few moments ago said that Senators ought not tomake 
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a — cums are established before the committees of Conpress 
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oon tora ‘to no cross-examination ; and every man who has practiced 
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that they would be cross-examined on the very facts necessary to es 
tablish their case. Yet on these facts established by er parte testimony 
there is no cross-examination. If the witness is a man of character, 
this may not be so important; but if he is not a man of character, if 
he is regardless of the oath he has taken, there is no certainty that 
the affidavit which he makes is verity itself. 

I believe that one of the greatest duties devolving on Congress at 
the present time is to devise some mode by which not only the pend 
ing claims can be examined buc by which the entire pension roll can 
undergo a thorough investigation. Many of the men who are now 
drawing pensions have been placed upon the roll on affidavits that 
were deemed conclusive, but which on a revision of the whole sub 


ject may be proved not to have been correct. 


I shall cheerfully vote for any proper bill that looks to the thorough 
revision of the pension roll. I would deprive no man entitled under 
the laws of the land to a pension, of that which has been awarded 
him; nor can any man who is on the pension roll rightfully, whose 
claim is a valid one, object to the examination of his case, as well as 
of every other man’s case, in order to purge the pension roll of any 
fraud that exists, and it would be a public service performed to the 
honest pensioner himself, and it might protect the Government 
againstthis great andenormous fraud which has been alleged to exist, 
amounting, as the Senator from Kentucky, under the statements of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, said, to10 per cent., and amounting in 
the arrears of pensions alone to more than $50,000,000, if that state- 
ment is correct. As to its correctness I cannot say. But when men 
charged with the performance of the duties of Pensions Commissioner 
report to Congress that such is the fact, I ask, does it not become an 
imperative duty of every Senator to give the subject that examina 
tion which will enable him to ascertain the truth or falsity of the 
statements made by the Commissioner of Pensions himself ? 

Now, in reference to the arrears-of-pensions act, I have heard that 
act lauded to the skies. I have no censure against the gentlemen 
who voted for the act, but I regard the vote which I gave on that 
subject in opposition to the law which gave arrears of pensions as one 
of the bést votes I have given in my ten years’ service in this body. 
The soldiers themselves were not clamoring for arrears of pension. 
The whole scheme was worked up by the pension agents. They were 
the men who got up the cry of arrears of pension. The pensioners as 
a general rule were satisfied with the bounty of the Government, but 
the men who were making money as pension agents tried to create a 
cry throughout the country in favor of that bill. I think it was a 
very unfortunate act. Doubtless it has put money into the hands of 
many men, but it was a gratuity, not a debt, as has been asserted in 
this debate. The pensioner was already receiving all that the Gov 
ernment promised him, all that he was entitled to under the existing 
law; but in our magnanimity, inspired by patriotism perhaps—I shall 
not attribute any other motive to the act—we in our magnanimity con- 
ferred a gratuity upon men who were already receiving all that they 
were entitled to under the laws of the country, a gratuity which 
amounts, according to statements that are made, to not less than 
$500,000,000. I recorded my vote against that bill, and I am proud 
that it is upon record. In my place in the Senate I gave my vote 
against it. 

I did not intend, Mr. President, to occupy this much time in the 
discussion of the subject. I know how futile it is to oppose any 
measure which seeks to promote, directly or indirectly, the interests 
of men claiming the bounty of the Government as soldiers; but ] 
simply desired to enter my protest against the pending amendment 
which proposes to place employés in the shape of clerks and exam 
iners in the Pension Office for which neither the Commissioner of 
Pensions nor any other officer of the Government has ever made a 
request. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Have we not heard statements that there 
are at least two hundred thousand cases pending there undisposed of ? 
Does not the accumulation, in point of fact, of this large number of 
applications sufficiently indicate to Congress the necessity for an 
additional force ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The report of the Commissioner of Pensions 
discloses the fact that our action in granting arrears of pensions has 
multiplied fivefold, I believe, the applications for pensions in the 
last twelve months; but it discloses this further fact that, with the 
force at his command now, he has examined some 20,000 claims more 
than any other Commissioner has examined in the same length of 
time. He has examined, I believe, 55,000 or 56,000 claims in the last 
year, some 20,000 more than ever were examined in twelve months 
by any Commissioner buthim. So while his report does disclose the 
fact that there is a great accumulation, it gives us the cause of that 
accumulation, the arrears-of-pensions act which has caused every man 
who could possibly conceive that he had a right to the vast sum of 
money given to the soldier, to make application; but while he has 
disclosed that fact, he has also disclosed that there has been an as 
siduity on the part of the Pension Office that is praiseworthy, because 
he shows the fact that he has examined a much larger number of 
claims than were ever examined before in the same period of time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB. ] 

Mr. TELLER called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. BOOTH. Mr. President, I only desire to say one word. I 
should have preferred that there could have been some substantial 


rs 
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administration in the Pension Office, 
s been decided to be out of order. Ishould greatly have 

1 that this amendment should be made to the legislative, ex- 

, and judicial bill where it could have been considered by the 
under from the department, but the Senate has 
2 d believing 
business of 


the method of 


committee advice 
ne dal 
decided tbh 


e at the amendment is in order upon this bill, ar 
that some legislation is necessary in order to expedite the 
the 


otiice, I am constrained to vote for the amendment. 

Mr. BAILEY. I ask that the amendment be read. 

fhe Cuter CLerk At the end of line 17 it is proposed to insert: 

To provide fifty additional examiners and for rent for additional rooms or build- 
ings therefor for the Pension Office, and the number of clerks for the Pension 
Ofiice and Adjutant-General’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices, respectively, neces- 
sary to render effective the work of said examiners, the sum of $200,000, to be im- 
mediately available 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WINDOM, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with the 
Senator from West Virgina, [Mr. Davis.] If he were present I should 
vote “yea.” I presume he would vote “ nay,” and therefore I with- 
hold n y vote. 

The roll-call was then conclude 


yeas 39, nays 21; 


ind the result was announced— 
as follows: 
YEAS— 
Kernar Ranso1 
Kirkwood, 
Logan 
McDonald, 
McMillan, 
McPherson, 
g Morrill Vest, 
Jones of Florida, Paddock, Voorhees 
f Nevada Pls Will 


Allisor Dawes 
Anthony, Perry 
Baldwin, 

Blair 

Booth 

Biuce 
Burnside, 

Call 

Cameron of W 
Conkling 


Rollins 
Saunders 
Slater 

re Ler 

Thurman 


(7roome 
Hamptor 

lill of Colorado 
Hoar 

Ingalls 


Tones ¢ 


Bai 

Browi 
Butler 
Cockrel Hereford 
Coke J 


Eator Jonas 


yonston 


Bayard Carpenter 
Davis of Illinois 
Davis of W. Va 
Edmunds, 


Grover Randolph 
Hamlin Sharon, 

Hill of Georgia Wallace, 
Pendleton Windom. 


Beck, 
Blaine 
Gameron of Pa 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to amend by addiz 
to the bill: 

The provisions of s¢ 2 of chapter 15 
approved March 3, 1879, be, and is hereby, s« 
therein stated to the Ist day of July, 1853. 

The proviso of the section referred to in this amendment is in these 
words: 
words : 


17 as an additional section 


°= 
tion 7, third session Forty-fifth Congress, 
1ended as to extend the limitations 


Provided, The application for such pension has been or is hereafter filed with 
the Commissioner of Pensions prior to the Ist day July, 1820, otherwise the pen- 
sion shall commence from the date of filing the application. 

The effect of my amendment is to extend the right of filing claims, 
so as to carry with them arrears, until the lst of July, 1883. 

Mr. BOOTH. Upon that amendment I raise the question of order. 
It is legislation upon a general appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas offers the 

The Senator from California raises 
the question of order whether it is in order, being general legislation 
upon an appropriation bill. That question the Chair will submit to 
the Senate. Is the amendment ofiered by the Senator from Kansas 
in order ? 

Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Chair to cause to be read the pro- 
vision in the bill, to which this is an amendment. 

rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. This is a new section. 

Mr. CONKLING. But what is the subject-matter of the bill to 
which the amendment te? What does it follow in 


the hill? 
be wv 


Y > le 
Ss supposed to rela 


The CHuier CLERK he second section of the bill is 


words: 


in these 


All pensions payable, or to be paid under this act, to pensioners who are inmates 
ef the National Home for Disabli d Volunteer Soldiers shall be paid to the treas- 
irer or treasurers of said home, to be disbursed for the benefit of the pensioners 
mder regulations to be established by the managers of the home; said payment to 
be made by the pension agent upon a certificate of the proper ofticer of the home 
that the pensioner is an inmate thereof and is stillliving. Any balance of the pen- 
sion which may remain at the date of the pensioner’s discharge shall be paid over 
o him; and in case of his death at the home, the same shall be paid to the widow 
or minor children under sixteen years of age, if any there be: Provided, Thatnoth- 
ing herein contained shall be construed to prevent an absolute assignment of his 
pension by a pensioner having neither wife, child, nor nt upon him, 
as now provided by law. : 


parent depends 
It is proposed to add: 

Sec. 3. The provisions of section 2 of chapter 

gress, approved March 3, 1879, be and is hereby so amended 
itations therein stated to the Ist day of July, 1883. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is this amendment inorder? Those 
Senators who believe it is will say “‘ay;” those opposed will say 
“no,” [putting the question.] The noes have it, and the amendment 
is decided not to be in order. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 


‘orty-fifth Con- 


as to extend the lim- 


d session I 
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Mr. INGALLS. I wish to reserve for a Separate vote in the ¢ 
the amendment that I offered striking out the provision sak te 
the payment of Indian pensioners in installments, and also xs = 
by which section 2 of the amendments offered by the Comn 7 
Appropriations was agreed to in Committee of the Whole auttee 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas y 
the amendments indicated. oe 

Mr. BECK. I ask for a separate vote on the amendment 
Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] giving $200,000 for elo 
desired by the Department. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is that the language of the amendment? 

Mr. BECK. I want a vote on that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amendment will pe re 
How will the Senate act on the amendments made ; 
of the Whole ? 

Mr. HARRIS. Let us vote on all except those reserved. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All the amendments not eXxcente,) 
or reserved will be submitted to the Senate in gross, Wil] the Ben 
ate agree to the amendments which have been adopted we 
mittee of the Whole, and which have not been reserved fi 
votes ? 

The question being put, it was determined in the affirmative 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question will now be upon the 
amendments reserved by the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. InGatts.) 

Mr. INGALLS. My object in reserving section 2 and asking {.. 
separate vote on that was for the purpose of calling attention to the 
proviso, which is in the following language : " 


Vote 


es 


of tha 
UD 


‘larl 
Clerks noe 


served, 
48S In Committes 


4s in Com. 
T Separate 


@ 


Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent 
lute assignment of his pension by a pensioner having neither wife, child. no 
dependent upon him, as now provided by law. 


an abse. 
r parent 


The fact is that such an assignments not “ now provided bylaw, 
It has always been regarded with special disfavor by law as opening 
the broadest possible of all avenues to the perpetration of fraud upon 
the Pension Department. I therefore move to strike out from the 
second section of the bill as agreed to in Committee of the Whole the 
proviso contained in lines 13, 14, 15, and 16 in the words that I have 
read. 

Mr. BOOTH. I hope the motion will be adopted. On an exani- 
nation of the law such as I have been able to make since the bill was 
reported I can find no such provision of law, and I think there is no 
necessity for thelanguage. It leaves a doubt on a point which ought 
to be clear. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Kansas to amend the amendment made as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was concurred in. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senate, in Committee of the Whole, by a vote 
of 25 to 25, declined to agree to an amendment I offered to strike out 
the following words in lines 24, 25, and 26: 

And accrued pension due the Indian pensioners shall, in the discretior 
Commissioner of Pensions, be paid in installments. 

I stated before the committee that in the Indian country, among 
the civilized Indian nations, a brigade of three regiments was raised, 
ofticered by men of their own blood, that rendered distinguished serv- 
ices to the Union cause throughout the war under a Union general. 
These men fought for the country ; they were wounded in its defense 
and have by due process of law been declared to be entitled to pen- 
sions. We have for several days been engaged in discussing how we 
shall make the Indians self-supporting and how we shall endue the! 
with the rights of manhood. I submit again to the Senate that ii 
we persist in treating civilized Indians as children, as non ¢ 
mentis and in putting them under guardianship, we shall certaiuly 
make no progress in the direction that has been indicated as desire- 
able heretofore under the bills that have been pending. —_ 

I submit again to the sense of justice of the Senate, for which ever) 
place has been declared to be a temple and every season sumer, 
whether this restriction shall not be removed, and whether these me! 
having shown themselves to be entitled to pension shall not rece! 
it like every other dependent upon the bounty of the Goyernmen' 
I ask again for a vote upon this amendment, and I ask the Senate | 
concur with me in saying that these men who have been declared (0 
be entitled to pension shall receive their pension and not be pia 
under the guardianship of the Secretary of the Interior or the Vom- 
missioner of Pensions and have the sum awarded to them dealt: 
in driblets as he may see fit in his discretion to dispose of it to thet 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas moves 
strike out the sentence beginning in line 24 and ending with line ~» 
The question is on this amendment of the Senator from Kansas 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next reserved amendment 
be read. ; 

The Curer CLERK. In line 17, after the word “ dollars, 
mittee of the Whole inserted : 


To provide fifty additional examiners, and for rent for additional rooms I 
ings therefor, for the Pension Office,and the number of clerks for = 4 ; on 
Ottice and Adjutant-General’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices, respective’y, -" 
sary to render effective the work of said examiners, the sum of 200,000, to be shh 
diately available. 


Mr. WITHERS. 


Will 


’ the Com- 


: termined 
I wish to say one word, though I had determine 
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ae ee nana 


. i re. 
t to say anything mo : 
got es on Anpropriations have no weight with the Senate whatever, 
a as opinion of an individual member of the Senate is made to out- 


= he opinion and recommendation of the head of a Department 


weigh t 
ind of the mnceive i 

‘ha very anomalous procedure, as I conceive it to be, when a single 
he ver} on his own judgment of what is necessary and right, gets up 
~ the Senate and moves to increase the clerical force in one of the 


Senator, 


Departments to an indefinite amount, fifty examiners with a large 
eof clerks in that Department, such force not being specified, when 


had the assurance of the Commissioner of Pensions and the Secre- | 
we au 


wv of the Interior that the increase of the clerical force made in that 
‘fice 4 year ago was as much as could be utilized, and that no addi- 
‘aaa increase of force could add anything to the promptitude with 
which pension claims could be considered and determined. 


1 wanted to call attention also to the fact that the legislative, exec- 


+ has been the practice of the Senate to ingraft such amendments as 
+he one now presented for consideration, when in the judgment of the 
Senate they were necessary. They have never been put on the pen- 
sion bill proper, nor the other regular appropriation bills; but the 
ogislative, executive, and judicial bill is so capacious as to provide 
for any regulations that may be required with regard to the clerical 
force of the various Departments, and I can conceive of no just or 
sood reasons Why this should be made an exception and attached to 
his bill without giving an opportunity to those who have control of 
he legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill to ascertain 
the facts in the case and determine if in their judgment the increase 
‘s likely to be effective; because if it be not, and my information is 
that it will not be, it will simply be an addition of $200,000 or $300,000 
for the expense of two or three or four hundred additional clerks, 
without any probability that we shall have any more pension cases 
determined than if the present force is allowed to remain as it is. 
There is ample time before the passage of the legislative bill to ascer- 
ain these facts. If it shall be established here that it will increase 
it all the efficiency of that department or facilitate the decision of 
nension cases, I will go as far as the farthest, as I have done in the 
past, in voting whatever increase may be necessary to secure the 
largest possible clerical force which will secure the prompt decision 
ind adjudication of the vast arrears of cases now pending. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring in the 
imendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I rise to obtain some information in regard to 
this anendment which appropriates $200,000. As I understand it, 
the money is to be expended by different Secretaries, by different 
Departments. I do not see exactly how it is going to be divided. Part 
oes to the War Department and part to the Interior. Who is to be 

eumpire in the matter? I may be ignorant on that subject, but I 

not see myself how it can be divided. I should be glad to have 
the amendment read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I submit that that is rather a crude amendment. 

its present form I think it will breed difficulty. I voted for it 
cause I thought some good might arise from it; but I do not see 

u further reflection that the amendment in its present shape is likely 
‘o prove beneficial. I think the mover of the amendment had better 

ut it in some other shape, so that there will be no difficulty in the 
expenditure of the money. 

Mr. PLUMB. In the first place I have great confidence that if we 

te money for clerks there will be some way found for its expend- 





Mr. BURNSIDE, If this money can be expended honestly and in 
raance with law, let it be done; but the amendment should be 
n proper shape. 
_Mr. PLUMB. If the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
"ITHERS] is of any weight, then of course there will not be any of 
is money spent, because he says the Commissioner is well satisfied 
' no additional force is necessary. If so, of course he will not 
end the money, for it is utterly useless. 
‘tt, WITHERS. No, he would be certain to employ clerks if di- 
¢ cted by act of Congress to do so. 
“r. PLUMB. Iam not going to stand by the language of this 
“nement as one of those things which are as perfect as they can 
‘mace; but itseems to me on reflection to answer the purpose which 
signed. It provides for fifty examiners. Fifty examiners require 
reer to make their labor effective certain other clerks to examine 
eoeeus of the Surgeon-General’s Office and the Adjutant-Gen- 
»..) vice, and certain other clerks to manipulate the papers for 
.. amination in the Pension Bureau. That is one of those things 
so a take it are not legislative questions; but it isan administra- 
of # saa it 18 a question which can be determined by the action 
“4 ae Bureau according to its experience from time to time. 
ess of see existing to-day might require more of one class and 
gol js other, and to-morrow they might require just the opposite. 
; 1ot think there is anything in the way of the effective carry- 
“2, out of this amendment. | , 7 


Mr. Ww ‘LD > . . : : 
the War PeUACE. One branch of service here provided for is under 


Mr. PLU r oes 
LUMB. That is the way the appropriation has been made. 


It is evident that the views of the Com- | 


Commissioner of Pensions. I would merely call attention to | 


| 


| 





partment, and the other under the Interior Department. | 


} 
! 


» th | practice according to the needs of the service. 
ive, and judicial appropriation bill is the one upon which uniformly | 


When we provided for carrying out the arrears-of-pensions act we 
made in one bill provision for force in all three of these departments, 
in the Surgeon-General’s Office, in the Adjutant-General’s Office, and 
in the Pension Bureau. 

Mr. WITHERS. I wouldask the Senator if any such provision has 


| ever been incorporated in any pension bill? 


Mr. PLUMB. Not in the same verbiage, but we did provide in one 
bill for the force in all these bureaus. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. The same bill should not provide for the expend- 
iture of the money by two Departments. I think it ought to be di- 
vided in some way. There should be some provision authorizing the 
Secretary of War to draw on the Treasury for a certain part of the 
money, and the Secretary of the Interior to draw for another pro- 
portion. 

Mr. PLUMB. That is one of those things which can be adjusted in 
More might be re- 
quired in one Department and less in another. That is a thing which 
can be very well determined by the Pension Bureau by reason of ita 
experience. There is no difficulty, as I conceive, in the way of carry- 
ing it out. 

A word or two about the objection of the Senator from Virginia. 
He alleges that this will not result in the transaction of any more 
business. Is it conceivable that there is any machine so large in 
this Government that you cannot increase its efficiency by adding 
new force? The only foundation I have ever heard for an allegation 
of that kind as applied to the operations of the Pension Bureau is 
that there are only a certain number of rolls of regiments, of compa- 
nies, and batteries, and headquarters, and so on, in which the men 
who are claiming pensions served, which can be the subject of exami- 
nation in order to get the record data in regard to the service. But 
if the men who do this daty enter upon its discharge with the zeal 
they ought, they would find a great many ways of overcoming that 
difficulty. 

As the Senator from Colorado well knows, out in his country a man 
who is capable of running a little mine employing ten men knows 
the great economy of time in running what are called two shifts; 
that is to say, two gangs of men succeeding each other, one com- 
mencing at seven o’clock in the morning and continuing until five 
in the afternoon, and the other commencing at five and continuing 
until three the next morning. But the ten-hour system does not pre- 
vail in the Departments of this Government; it is a six-hour system 
I think, and scant at that. I do not mean to say that those whe do 
this work could labor the whole twenty-four hours of the day; I do 
say, however, that if there is a determination on the part of! tliose 
who administer the pension laws to transact the business more rap- 
idly, it will be very easy, so far as the force in the Adjatant-Gen- 
eral’s Office and the Surgeon-General’s Office is concerned, to put on 
a relay of clerks at seven o’clock in the morning who shall work eight 
or ten hours, as the case may be, to be succeeded by another force of 
clerks who shall take up the labor where the first left it off and con- 
tinue it during the evening. 

Mr. EATON. That is poetry. 

Mr. PLUMB. The Senator from Connecticut suggests that this is 
poetry. Ido not know but that this is getting out of the realm of 
poetry. This will be a tragedy of large proportions if something is 
not done pretty soon. I think that the determination of Congress, if 
it shall be expressed in the shape of this amendment or of any other, 
whereby additional service will be employed, will so operate en the 
Commissioner of Pensions and upon all the branches of that service 
as that these men will feel themselves called upon to give effect, not 
only to this law, but to stimulate in every way the operations neces- 
sary to determine the cases which have been so long pending. 

I believe it is entirely competent for clerks to commence work at 
seven or eight in the morning and continue until a proper period in 
the afternoon and be succeeded by other clerks to take up the exam- 
ination of these records. It is not an abstruse question, it is not a 
technical employment, it is one of those things which can be carried 
on by any person whocan read. The question as to whether tho name 
of a certain man was borne on the roll of a certain company or regi- 
ment, when he was mustered into the service, when his term expired, 
whether during that time he was reported to bein hospital, whether 
during any portion of that time he was reported as a deserter, and 
all the essential facts of the service, may be determined by any one 
who can read ordinary handwriting, and who with ordinary hand- 
writing can put upon paper the result of that observation. There wil 
be ways, plenty of ways that a willing Commissioner—no donbt we 
have such a one—will find to effectively spend this money. As my 
colleague showed to the Senate to-day in the report of the Commis- 
sioner there is a demand for more clerks, and I think if the Commis- 
sioner had not made up his mind that the Senate would adopt his 
view in regard to a system of courts which would supersede the pres- 
ent system, he would have been here asking for more clerks; but his 
whole effort, or a large part of it, has been directed to the obtaining 
of legislation he thought better adapted to the allowance of pensions 
than the present one and I think measurably to the neglect of the 
machinery necessary to effectively carry out what he now has. 

Mr. BECK. Will the Secretary be kind enough to read the title of 
the bill now under consideration ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
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for the payment of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852. 

Mr. BECK. That isthe object of the bill. The proposition now is to 
provide all the machinery not only necessary tocarry that out, but also 
to supply the Adjutant-General’s Office and the Surgeon-General’s 
Office, and other branches of the War Department with additional 
machinery, and that the Senate has declared to be in order anda 
proper thing on this bill. So then, instead of being a bill to provide 
for pensions for the year ending June 30, 1582, it is to be converted 
into a bill to provide for all the machinery necessary for running two 
branches of the War Department, the Surgeon-General’s Office and 
the Adjutant-General’s Office, and all the matters that pertain to the 
general legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. It is 
the motion of an individual Senator without the recommendation of 
the head of a Department or any man in official authority. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I think the rules of the Senate are very 
clear on that question. 

Mr. BECK. 
a pension bill is up no rule prevails except to give all we can, for fear 
some soldier will go to the polls and vote against our party. 
the enly rule. No Senator, or hardly any, dares to vote what is the 
truth and what is his own conviction of the truth, for fear that result 
will follow. 

What I want to say is 
Committee on Appropriations are not to be allowed to consider what 


is necessary as to the clerical force in the Surgeon-General’s Office, | 
in the Adjutant-General’s Office, and in the Pension Office, and if | 
everthing that any individual Senator sees fit to ask for is, out of | 


order, to be put upon this bill, then you had better vote to dismiss 
your Committee on Appropriations, and say you have no longer any 
use for them. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I voted for this amendment a few 
moments ago in Committee of the Whole, but I desire to submit now 
to the Senator from Kansas, on more careful examination of the 
amendment, whether or not it will effectuate what he desires. It 
provides first for fifty examiners. Now, I can find no such title in 
any of the appropriation bills for clerks in the Pension Office. There 
are examiners there, I know, but they are designated I suppose by 
the Secretary of the Interior or the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS. From the general roll of clerks ! 

Mr. ALLISON. I think these examiners, if they are to accomplish 
what the Senator desires, should be, at least,fourth-class clerks, and 
if we desire to make them such we should so designate them. 
provides that certain clerks shall be assigned the Surgeon-General’s 
Office and the Adjutant-General’s Office without defining the number 
or the pay of those clerks. The heads of those oflices can employ, 


? 


if they choose, fourth-class clerks or second or first class, or one- 
thousand-dollar clerks. 

It seems to me that if we are to provide for this additional clerical 
force on this bill, we should make it more specific and more definite ; 
and therefore, with all due deference to the Senator who has pre- 
sented this amendment, I think it had better be passed over and go 
upon the regular bill providing for the legislative, executive, and ju- 


dicial expenses of the Government. I, for one, shall be ready to vote 
I ) 


fer the largest number and for the best compensation if we can by | 


providing for this class of clerks secure the performance of this work. 

I submit this to the Senator from Kansas. I think his amendment 
is entirely too indefinite. 

Mr. WINDOM. I voted, or should have voted had I not been paired, 
for 
stated by the Senator from Iowa, upon reflection I think it is not in 
the proper place. The Senator has given some very good reasons I 
think why it should not be placed here. The legislative appropria- 
tion bill will be before the Senate in a short time. The Committee 
en Appropriations will have ample opportunity before that bill comes 


before us for action to examine the question and call before it the | 


Commissioner of Pensions and others and ascertain in what classes 
these clerks should be provided for. 


measure, 


I shall therefore vote, assuming that the Senator with whom I am 


paired would vote as I shall, against the amendment in the Senate ; | 
and I join with the Senator from Iowa in saying that I shall vote for | 


the largest number of clerks that may be necessary when the legis- 
lative appropriation bill comes up. 
additional force, and I believe that an additional force can be used 


economically and to expedite the business of the Department; but I | 


cannot vote for it on this bill. I made the statement a few moments 
ago without as much consideration as I have given it since, and I 
desire to vote against concurring in the amendment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to say simply that I concur fully in the 


views expressed by the Senator from Iowa and the Senator from | 
It is certainly not best to put the amendment on this | 


Minnesota. 
bill. When the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill 
is before us we can place this amendment in its proper order, so as to 
make the force effective and make the appropriation which will then 
be granted eflicient in accomplishing the ends desired. I fear it 
would not accomplish what we desire here. 

I say very frankly that I am, and always have been and always 
shall be, in favor of voting adequate appropriations for every Depart- 
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The Senator from Florida must never forget that when 


That is | 


It also | 
necessity for an extra session of Congress. 


this amendment in Committee of the Whole; but, as has been | 


It seems to me the amendment | 
would be in place upon that bill and that it is not in place upon this 


I believe there ought to be an | 
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ee 


Pe 
ment of the Government, in order to enable them promptly ang 
ciently to dispose of all the business that is pending before +h, 
There is an accumulation of business in the Pension Office - 
to be disposed of, and promptly and justly and fairly : 
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation pill 
Senate I doubt not the Appropriations Committee, having before 
the heads of the Departments and investigating the whole matt ia naa 
make such appropriations and such provisions as will accomplish oe 
we all desire. I trust the amendment will not be concurred in. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is a little strange that the Appropriations 
mittee should be so sensitive about what goes on an appropri . 
bill. Ido not recall an appropriation bill that has passed the <.. 
ate since I have been here that has not had on it more or legs joe, 
tion. This very bill has got on it an abundance of it just asobnoe;, 
to what has been said about the propriety of this amendment a« 
amendment itself is. 

So far as the objection of the Senator from Iowa is concerned 
we do not say anything about the classes of clerks, let me cal) 
Senator’s attention to the fact that when we passed the cep 
we left the entire question of how many clerks should be aypo 
and their salaries to the Superintendent of the Census, He 
ploying to-day clerks, not by classes but picking them up ac 


and wher 
1€N the 


comes ¢ 


is 


sus 


| to the price at which he can obtain them, to do the work, Ther 
that if the heads of Departments and the 


no limitation at all. He can pay a man a thousand dollars a year o. 
a thousand dollars a month, or he may stint him to a sum whi, 1 
barely keep body and soul together. The discretion which is lode, 
by this amendment is not a new thing; and I do not think that thi 
is the place nor the time nor the circumstance under which an obia 
tion of this kind should be raised. 

It is true that if this amendment, or asimilar one, were to be plac. 
| on the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, jt y 


4, Lh 


| answer the same purpose. It could not answer any better purpoy 


But here we are in the last days of the session. There is certain fo; 
mal business yet to be done, which is going to occupy a great n 
days of it; there is a great deal of other business which is to: 
before the Senate, and in a few days we shall be in a maelstrom 
The question as to what shall be done will be at the arbitrary y 
not of the Senate, but perhaps of a committee; and more than that 
the committee itself, as well as the Senate, will be prevented by reg 
son of lack of time from doing many things it would like to do 


any 


yme 


| time will come when a man who rises here to debate a questior 


offer an amendment to anything, will be regarded as a man to be | 
down; as a man who is doing something toward occasioning tly 
All debate, practi 


will be cut off. Weshall be doing business with double haste short 


| and a great many things will be put over that before the comn 


would say ought to be done. 

There is no incongruity, there is no inappropriateness, 
amendment. We are providing here a large sum of mon 
the purpose of carrying out the pension law; and adding $20 
for machinery whereby this money is to be expended, does no 
submit in view of all the circumstances of the case and what 
preceded it, violate the proprieties in any degree. 

Of course, if the committee itself was united and could agree that 
it would put an amendment of this kind upon the legislative, exe 
tive, and judicial appropriation bill, no matter who might say nay 
that would be worth considering ; but here are two members of th 
Appropriations Committee who express a conviction that this for 
ought to be increased, and here are two equally influential member 
who say the force ought not to be increased. What guarantee is then 
then, that when this question comes to be considered on another 
it will receive any more favorable consideration than it 1 
| now, at the hands of that committee ? 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Kansas allow me to interrupt 
him? 

Mr. PLUMB. With pleasure. 

Mr. HOAR. I am in favor of his amendment and very much 
favor of having it acted on now, and not put off to another bi! 
Therefore, I desire to ask him what his answer is, as his amendment 
now reads, to the point which has been made that the amendment 


| provides for “the number of clerks for the Pension Office and Aq) 


tant-General’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices, respectively, necessar} 
to render effective the work of said examiners.” Suppose the Seer 
| tary of the Interior, in whose Department the Pension Office is, thinks 
there should be clerks enough to use this whole appropriation 10 4's 
Department, and suppose the Secretary of War, in whose Depart 
the Adjutant-General’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices are, thinks tha 
there should be clerks enough to use up the whole of it in his Depa! 
ment? Is it not necessary for the Senator from Kansas to devis 
some provision and put it on this amendment before it passes, WO" 
| shall give somebody the authority of determining how many o! thes 
clerks shall be in each of these offices? So far as the Adjutant-Uen- 
eral’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices are concerned it can be left to the 
Secretary of War to apportion them as he thinks fit. I ask this q" 
tion not as an objection, but as a friend of the amendment. ; 
Mr. PLUMB. ‘We are vesting a large discretion with the heads o! 
| all these bureaus and the heads of the Departments; and there © 
no more reason to suppose that the Secretary of the Interior we 7. 
| arbitrarily insist on keeping all the clerks provided for by the amend: 
| ment in his Department, whether necessary or unnecessary, than thet 
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is to suppose that he would do any other improper thing under the 
giscretion we give him in this bill and have given him in other bills. 

“Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from Kansas consent to an 
_endment stating that this expenditure is to be made at the discre- 
les of the President of the United States? 
— PLUMB. I was going to say that I hope some of those who are 
‘mach in favor of this amendment, and only objecting to the bill it 
is offered to be placed on, would suggest an amendment which would 
carry out their idea. 

“a BURNSIDE. I suggest that amendment. Pe 

Mr, PLUMB. Iam not going to contend for the language of the 
smendment. AS I said before, I do not care about the form of it: I 
a after the substance. I want to make sure now, upon a bill that 
I now is going to pass beyond peradventure, that the existing con- 
‘ion of things in the Pension Bureau shall no longer continue to 
‘vist: that is to say, that there shall be an improvement. 
~ Me. BLAIR. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggestion which 
vy possibly obviate the difficulty ? If the amendment should pass 
- is, and if there should be a serious difficulty about the division 
¢ his money, there can be a provision in the legislative, executive, 
| judicial appropriation bill specifying how it shall be expended. 
If that difficulty should arise, if there were anything needed to be 
Jone, it could be very easily remedied that way, and the amendment 
as id go on the bill as it is now. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We had better remedy it now, if there is any 
troubie. 
“Mr. HOAR. I will make this suggestion to the Senator from Kan- 
. 79 add to his amendment these words: 


som 
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ga8 
mber and distribution of said clerks in the different offices and different 
De nartments to be at the discretion of the President. 

Mr. PLUMB. Iam perfectly willing to accept the amendment. 

Mr, ALLISON. That amendment is in order. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am entirely willing that my amendment should be 
ied in that way, or in any other way which will make it more 
certain to have the effect which I desire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ferry in the chair.) The ques- 
tion is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. WITHERS. How will it read as proposed to be amended ? 

The CHIEF CLERK. At the end of line 17 of section 1 it is pro- 


stn wh 
posed tO Insert ¢ 





mo 








To provide fifty additional examiners, and for rent for additional rooms or build- 





ings therefor, for the Pension Office, and the number of clerks for the Pension Oftice 
mi Adjutant-General’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices, respectively, necessary to 
render effective the work of said examiners, the sum of $200,000, to be immediately 
available. the number and distribution of said clerks in the different offices and 


} 


different Departments to be at the discretion of the President. 


Mr. BECK. I merely desire to say that I suppose that is upon the 
assumption that Congress is no longer competent to distribute these 
employés and the President must do it for Congress. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I suggest that the word “ fifty ” be stricken out 
before * additional examiners,” leaving it all to the discretion of the 
President. I suggest that to the Senator from Kansas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an amendment to the 
amendment pending. The question is on the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Massachusetts to the amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I see the Senator from Massachusetts has only 
used the word “ clerks” in his amendment while the principal amend- 
ment mentions examiners and clerks. 

Mr. HOAR. The examiners are clerks. Although they are called 
éXaminers, in reality there is no such official title, and what it means 
isonly clerks to examine, 

Mr. INGALLS. The word “examiners” should be stricken out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As the law now stands there is no such office as 
examiner except in the Patent Office that I know of; but this is to 
be a law, and if the law does not provide for an official by the name 
of an examiner before, if this passes it will provide forit. Therefore, 
1 suggest in the friendliest spirit to the amendment that the end of 
the clanse ought to conform to the beginning, and that with the word 
“clerks” there ought to be the word ‘“ examiners ” also. 

; Mr. H( JAR. Isuggest to the Senator from Kansas to make the word 
~ éXaminers,” in the original sentence, read “ examining clerks.” 

Mr. INGALLS, It would be better to leave out the word “ exam- 
iners.” They are all known as clerks of different classes. The only 
two designations in the Pension Office are clerks and copyists. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It certainly appears to me that as we are making 
4 ‘aw, and not construing a law, we ought to use terms at the begin- 
uing and the end of the amendment that have some relation to each 
other, If the modification suggested in respect of the word “exam- 
ners’ is adopted, so that the phrase will be “clerks,” then the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts will be in perfect ac- 
cordance with the principal amendment; but without it, it seems to 
me it will leave the same gap open that existed before. It only al- 
na) the President to regulate the number and distribution of clerks, 
nt does not allow him to regulate the number and distribution of 
the persons whom this law. being the last one, styles examiners. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the ameadment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] to the amendment 
— as in Committee of the Whole. 

t.EDMUNDS, An amendment to that is not in order? 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in order at this time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it in order to perfect the paragraph that the 
Senator from Massachusetts proposes to amend ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is nof to strike out, 
but is an additional paragraph, and the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts to the amendment is in the second degree. 

Mr. PLUMB. I suggest to the honorable Senator from Vermont to 
move his amendment after that of the Senator from Massachusetts 
is adopted. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I understand the Chair to decide that when 
an amendment is pending and an amendment is offered to that it is 
not in order to perfect the text of the principal amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amendment 
being in the second degree, it cannot be in order to amend further. 
The question is on the amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not propose to amend the amendment moved 
by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that has been adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I propose to amend the text. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The text isan amendment, the Chair 
will state to the Senator from Vermont, and therefore the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts is in the second degree, and there 
cannot be an amendment in the third degree unless it is to strike out 
and insert, when the part to be stricken out would be amendable ; 
but that is not the proposition of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] to the amendment 
made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EATON. I think I shall not vote for the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts as I cannot vote for the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas. I think thisisall wrong. I have been for 
many years voting all the Department requires in the way of clerks 
and assistance. It is the manifest duty of each of the Departments 
and bureaus of the Government to inform the Senate and the House 
of the nnmber of clerks that they desire. If this new bill will make 
a greater clerical force necessary, the Secretary of War and the Sec- 
retary of the Interior will notify the proper committees of this and 
the other House of the increased clerical force which they desire, and 
then we shall be ready to give them that force. If they do not 
desire any more force, we ought not to throw away $200,000 of the 
people’s money. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator yield to me to make a sugges- 
tion ? 

Mr. EATON. I will. 

Mr. CONKLING. Itcannot have escaped the attention of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut, first, that large numbers of pension claimants 
appeal to him to get them special facilities in the Pension Bureau, not 
that their cases may be decided one way or the other, but that they 
may be proceeded with in some way. Inthe second place the Sena- 
tor must know that the Commissioner of Pensions and those who 
write by his direction, return answers month after month, year after 
year, that the reason of the delay, the reason of these applications to 
a Senator to induce the Commissioner to make a case “ special,” as 
they call it, in order that it may be taken up ont of its turn, is the 
want of clerical force, the lack of the hands necessary to handle these 
papers, to go on with them and dispose of them promptly. In the 
presence, then,’of these facts, if they be facts,—if not the Senator will 
correct me,—I ask him what the answer is to the thing which nat- 
urally occurs to every mind, that we ought on some bill, in some way, 
by some provision, to supply this need? The honorable Senator says 
they may ask for clerks when they want them. That no doubt is 
technically true; but whenthe Senator is informed asa Senator, when 
I am informed as a Senator, day after day, in answer to these letters, 
that the reason of all these delays, involving great hardships, as Ifam 
sure they do in some cases, is the lack of clerical assistance, how can 
we exactly stand upon saying, “they have not made a formal recom- 
mendation,” or the head of a Department within some rule of the 
Senate has not put it technically in that way, and although we know 
the fact we will still wait, because they might in some other way 
bring it to our notice? I should like if the Senator from Connect- 
icut wi'l oblige me, to hear his views on that aspect of the case. 

Mr. EATON. They are very simple, of course. 

Mr. CONKLING. Always the Senator’s views are. 

Mr. EATON. Undoubtedly. Therefore I hardly thought my friend 
from New York would find it necessary to put a question of that kind. 
How does he or any other member of the Senate, my friend from 
Kansas who proposed the amendment, know now whether ten'clerks 
are demanded, or five, or twenty, or fifty, or a hundred? How do we 
arrive at it? What is the proper legislation and the proper action 
for this body? It is to be informed by other public servants of what 
they demand and whatthey require. I apprehend that the Secretary 
of the Interior Department knows a great deal better than [how 
many clerks are necessary in the Pension Bureau, and surely the Com- 
missioner of Pensions ought to know exactly what he desires and how 
many men he can profitably employ. When he tells us, I will vote 
with my friend from New York for every man that he desires; but 
why should we go upon a hunting expedition and a guessing expe- 
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dition? I come from a guessing country, but I confess I can hardly 
guess ouf this problem of how many men shall go to this bureau and 
how many men to that bureau, and nobody else it seems can ; and 
now it is said you will put it upon the President to do that. Which 
President, the one in or the one coming in 

Mr. CONKLING. Or the one that did not get in? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. EATON. The one that did not get in ought to have been in by 
the vote of the people. In my judgment the whole of this thing is 
wrong. I hardly think my friend from New York can answer the 
suggestion which I have so lamely made, and that is that an intelli- 
gent head of the Burean of Pensions, an intelligent head of the War 
Department, and an intelligent head of the Interior Department may 
better number the clerical force they can properly use than any mem- 
ber of this body. 

I conceive that my friend is answered, and therefore I shall vote 
against this amendment to the amendment, and against the amend- 
ment itself, and whenever the proper ofiicer of the Government asks 
for more clerical assistance we will all join in giving it. 

Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator from Connecticut says I 
am answered. That is true. I never ask the honorable Senator a 
question without receiving a polite answer. I have received it now; 
and meaning to be entirely courteous to him, I submit that that 
answer falls a good way short of the real demands of my question. 
The honorable Senator says we are not to go on a hunting expedi- 
tion,—I believe that was his phrase,—to ascertain whether a greater 
number of clerks cannot be employed somewhere. I agree with him. 
Certainly we are not to go on a hunting expedition; and if this be 
such a proposal, no Senator should vote for it. But, Mr. President, 
that I submit to my honorable friend is rather fanciful. Here is in 
the country a great procession of mourners and of cripples that are 
entitled under the laws to the allowance of a pension. I will not 
stop now to consider whether under the theory suggested this morn- 
ing by the language of one Senator this proceeds from benevolence, 
charity, generosity, magnanimity, or according to the view suggested 
by other Senators from principle which enter into contracts, obliga- 
tions, dues, the holders of which do not need to throw themselves at 
any body’s feet or appeal to anybody’s mercy. Inthe one way or in the 
other, either as the wards of the nation relying upon the benevo- 
lence of the nation, which I deny, or as the creditors of the nation 
appealing to the justice of the nation, which I aflirm, great bodies of 
crippled men and smitten women and orphan children, have merito- 
rious and well-earned claims upon the Government. They ask for 
their consideration. They are postponed, belated, and disappointed 
until thousands are weary, heart-sick, and starving. Theirattorneys 
and the pension agents whom they employ appeal in great numbers 
to Senators. When Senators remember that in the State of New York 
there are 5,200,000 people, and that 600,000 of the sons of New York 
marched to the fields of battle, I shall not seem to exaggerate when I 
say that great numbers of persons such as I have described appeal to 
meé in every month and every week of the year to aid them in gain- 
ing answers from the Pension Bureau, not in gaining a favorable re- 
sult, not in inducing the Commissioner of Pensions to waive some 
requirement of evidence, to stretch some provision of law, to invent 
some way of favoring them, but to gain action, consideration, imme- 
diate proceeding upon their case which sometimes they say for months 
has waited and sometimes they say for years has waited an adjudi- 
cation, 

When I do appeal to the Commissioner of Pensions it happens not 
always—because very often there comes a decision or a suggestion or 
a letter of advice or a response of some sort indicating that notice is 
taken, consideration is given to the case to which attention is called, 
but at other times comes now and again an explanation, sometimes 
in a letter specially written sometimes if I mistake not in a printed 
circular printed to be sent L infer by thousands as a wholesale ex- 
planation, sometimes again I think in a lithographed letter showing 
that it is produced in manifold and sent as a wholesale explanation 
stating in various forms with different illustration and particularity 
that the Pension Bureau is embargoed, arrested, swamped in its busi- 
ness. Why? Because conducting its business almost wholly by the 
employment of clerical force, that force is deficient ; because there 
are not clerks enough, or to state it differently, there cannot be em- 
woyed and secured hours enough of clerical force to examine, clas- 
sify, and subject to the scrutiny which they are to undergo the papers 
which exhibit the claims of pensioners. 

Having been informed of this again and again, by individual let- 
ters, by circulars, by other forms of information signed and sent out 
oflicially by the Commissioner of Pensions, the head of the bureau 
concerned, can the honorable Senator from Connecticut, candid and 
intelligent as he is, dispose of the matter by turning to me and say- 
ing that we are not called upon to go upon hunting expeditions to see 
if we cannot find a place where more clerks might be used? I sub- 
mit to that honorable Senator in whose sense of justice and in whose 
benevolence I have entire confidence, that such a state of facts as this 

summons us to our feet, and that we cannot turn it off by saying 
“Oh, well, no doubt, but then there is some technicality which some- 
body might have complied with and has not.” The Secretary of the 
Interior whom the Senator seems to regard as the repository of the 
most full, exact, and particular information on this subject—an alle- 
gation with which I a not take issue—has not said something that 
he might have said; and then again the Commissioner of Pensions 








although he has said a great deal and although he has 5s 
many times and although he may have said it individy 
members of both Houses, has not, speaking 


aid it a gr 
ally to 


eat 


all the 


/ ‘ to those members alt 
gether as the Houses, or speaking to his superior through whom he 
- e 


might speak to these two Houses, said all this ; and there 
be speculating, we shall be on a hunting expedition, we 
out as if to find by hook or by crook some place wher 
the Government may be spent. 

I submit to the Senator from Connecticut, that is technica] : 
very technical. It would be technical were the persons concern ; 
here all astute business men, were every one of these pensioners » 
man taught in all the methods of presenting and advancing hi 
claims; but when we consider that we are dealing with the unta, ry 
the helpless, the friendless, men who do not understand the 
locution office, women and children who have few means of jpte)) 
gence or otherwise in pressing their claims, I submit that wo or, 
bound to be a little more liberal, a little less exacting of technioea)i+, 
from the heads of the Departments or bureaus; and when there ; 
brought in any way to our notice the fact that vast numbers of per. 
sons are being victimized with that injustice which is as bad as refusal 
or denial, interminable delay, we have no right to go behind a e 
cuse like this and say we will wait until all the ceremonies gn, 
requirements are complied with, we will let all the pensioners wh, 
are the subjects of such hardship as I have been speaking of go oye, 
from the 4th of March till the first Monday in December next, and 
then if there should be another Secretary of the Interior endowea 
with all the knowledge, general and particular, which the Senator 
from Connecticut ascribes to the present distinguished head of tha: 
Department, and he sends to the Senate a communication in whic} 
he says that this matter has reached his attention also, why ther 
will feel that all the requirements are rounded out and that t 
measure of occasion for our action has arrived. 

As to the phraseology of this amendment I have not scrutinized jt 
It came from a Senator whom I supposed to be more familiar than J am 
withthe requirement of the occasion. It was voted for, Iobserved, first 
voted for as in order on this bill, and afterward as meritorious, }y 
certain distinguished members of the Committee on Appropriations, 
whom I am accustomed to follow. I observed that some of the Sep. 
ators to whom I refer have modified their views. Coming first into 
the Senate I heard years agoa distinguished member of the body 
state how safe it was, particularly for inexperienced members, to 
follow the committees, and that duty was laid down so broadly that 
I infer that one so inexperienced as I need not know much in order 
to vote intelligently, except that what the committee say. When 
the committee divide somewhat politically as in this instance, and 
the members of the committee representing the party to which I be- 
long, upon a matter which is supposed in some sort to appeal to what 
may sometimes grow into party divisions, when the republican mem- 
bers of the committee act together, I have been of the impression 
that it was suitable for me to pay a good deal of heed to their course 
because they are supposed to have a greater acquaintance with the 
matters committed to them. So I was iniluenced, I confess, consid- 
erably both upon the question of order and upon the question of the 
propriety and sufficiency of this amendment, by the position I saw 
wiser and better acquainted Senators holding. 

Now, I humbly submit that if this subject was in order on this bill, 
as I thought it was and as I still think itis, notwithstanding the pro- 
vision about general legislation, and if the amendment in outline and 
substance is meritorious, we ought not after this discussion to abandon 
it and throw it down, and postpone to some other bill to come here- 
after not only this subject but a rediscussion of it. The amendment 
suggested by the Senator from Massachusetts seems to me to avoid 
the only serious difficulty which has been suggested. If there 1s 
another one let us hear what that is, and if we can obviate that let 
us do it, and then if the amount is too large cut it down. If the 
amendment does not commit to the discretion of these officials aud to 
their conscience and their oath to expend only so much of this money 
as is actually necessary, by all means let the amendment be made rg- 
orous and searching in that regard; but still let us, as it seems to me 
we ought if satisfied that injury is constantly occurring because 0! 
the deticiency of clerical force, make provision which will supply 4 
least in part that deficiency. ; 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I did not intend to provoke a discus: 
sion with my friend from New York, for I should be in the untorti- 
nate position that the coon was with the celebrated Captain Scott, 


and I might as well come down at once; but I do not think that ») 
iy, 


friend from New York meets the question, I will not say fairy, 0° 
properly. He immediately begins to speak of the numerous pe 
sioners, the poor men and women and children who are sutieris, 
and appeals to our feelings in that particular. That is Bes 8 = 
properly of this discussion. What is necessary to carry out the law 
and who are the proper persons to determine the amount of cie! a 
force necessary to carry out the law? That is the question and te 
only question. There is no other. 
My friend says that I seem to place the utmost confide — 
present Secretary of the Interior. I believe I have as much - 
dence in him as it is necessary for me to have in that officer. > 
have in the Commissioner of Pensions; and it is this much: I a 
sufficient confidence in his knowledge to believe that he knows» : 
amount of clerical force necessary to carry on his Department. Tha 
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certain. What is the object of having heads of Departments 
it is that they may inform the Senate and House of Representa- 
sof what is necessary 1n order to properly carry on the Govern- 
tives © I am not second to my friend from New York but fully 
. poe st with him in being desirous of doing all that is necessary for 
sprees ca of Government creditors. I assume his own terms; but 
this ¢ a way to get at this which I think is the proper way and all 
the rm wars are improper. Are fifty clerks more enough? Who can 
oar Who can say whether forty is not enough, and who can say 
chat one hundred are not required : ‘ . 
Vir, CONKLING. May I make a suggestion ° 

Mr. EATON. Certainly. y 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator understand that under the 
amendment, if it become a law, any honest man as Secretary of the 
Saas or Commissioner of Pensions would employ clerks who were 
Se aaiee, would expend the whole of this money if a part of it 
only turned out to be needed ? ; 

‘Mr, EATON. That is not apart of my argument. I have made no 


js very 


v } —— 
unless 


such suggestion. : =" ‘ ; 

Mr. CONKLING. No; butmy honorable friend objects to it because 

he says he does not know the exact number. He says they do know. 
Very well, if they do know I ask him whether he thinks, being honest 
nen, they would employ an unnecessary number, — 
“Mr, EATON. I hope not, but I want to relate a little experience 
that I have had as one of a committee of this Senate. Some four 
rears ago five members of this body were appointed to examine the 
-arious Departments of the Government, to look out, to report to the 
Senate with regard to the employés. I remember distinctly as one 
of that ommittee of advising a certain head of a Department that 
he ought to give his clerks one hour more labor. We had not the 
authority to compel it, but the hour was given, and the number of 
clerks was not reduced. Acting upon the suggestion of the commit- 
tee, the additional hour’s work was given to the clerks, but no reduc- 
tion was made, when there should have been not less than three hun- 
dred dismissed, if they all worked the additional hour; and that was 
apart from any idea that I have here to-day. The Secretary of the 
Interior, the Secretary of War, the Surgeon-General, the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions ought to know the number of clerks that they can 
best employ, and when they inform us of the number they desire we 
will give them that number. Ido not myself propose to vote to force 
iny upon them. 





DEATH OF HON. EVARTS W. FARR. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
TuEODORE I’. KinG, one of its clerks, communicating to the Senate 
the intelligence of the death of Hon. Evarts W. Farr, late a Repre- 
sentative from the State of New Hampshire, and transmitting the 
resolutions of the House thereon. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I move that the business of the Senate be suspended 
and call for the reading of the resolutions of the House of Represent- 
atives announcing the death of Mr. Farr, late a member of the House 
from the State of New Hampshire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hampshire 
asks that the pending order be suspended for the purpose he has 
named. Is there objection? The Chair hears none; and the resolu- 
tions of the House of Representatives will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with profound sorrow the announcement of 


the death of Hon. Evarts W. Farr, late a Representative from the State of New 
Hampshire 
Resolved, That in token of regard for the memory of the lamented deceased the 
members of this House do wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House do communicate these resolutions to the 
denate of the United States. 
,, eaolved, That as a further mark of respect to the memory of the deceased this 
House do now adjourn. 


Mr. ROLLINS. Mr. President, I move that the resolutions which 
Isend to the Chair be adopted by the Senate. 

lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolutions will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolutions of Mr. ROLLINS, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Senate has received with profound sensibility the sad an- 
houncement of the death of Hon. Evarts W. Farr, late a member of the House 
ot Representatives from the State of New Hampshire. 

Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the memory of Mr. Farr, the members 
of the Senate will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the sympathies of the members of the Senate be tendered to the 
family of the deceased in this bereavement, and that the Secretary of the Senate 
mit to them a copy of these resolutions 






Mr. ROLLINS. Mr. President, it is now almost a quarter of a cen- 
}.) Shee a member of the delegation from the State of New Hamp- 
aa hee been called upon to announce the death of a colleague in 
oe ranch of Congress. Since the adoption of the Constitution, 
Gian from New _Hampshire have died during their terms of 
ora Nicholas Gilman, in 1814; Charles G. Atherton, in 1853; Moses 
thitteimvant 399; and James Bell, in 1557 . although out of the 
neal 'veSenators who have represented the State prior to the present 
heumbents but six are now living. 
anes eet branch for the first time a vacancy has occurred by the 
in the pri ajor E. W. Farr, the youngest member of our delegation, 
his district tog his manhood and but a few days after the people of 
the mid ad indorsed his ability and worth by a re-election. In 
midst of life we are indeath. The great leveler invades all ranks 
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and conditions of life, paying no regard to age or sex, strength or 
weakness. 

In this case the blow fell with little warning and but a brief ill- 
ness, and it is a significant admonition to us to ve always ready to 
meet that last call to enter upon the new state which awaits us be- 
yond the contines of this earthly existence and there solve the mys- 
tery which during all time our human intelligence has not been able 
satisfactorily to penetrate, except that we are fain to accept the faith 
that death is but the portal to a new existence and that if a man die 
he shall live again. The survivors may mourn their loss more griev 
ously when it comes without warning, but it is well with the de- 
parted. My acquaintance with Major Farr began in the early days 
of the great struggle for the preservation of the Union, in April, 1361, 
when the first call to arms was responded to with so much alacrity, 
not only by our late and lamented friend, but by so many others in the 
North. From that time until the day when the sad intelligence of his 
death was communicated to me by telegraph from his quiet home 
among the mountains, I watched with interest his career, both in the 
Army and in civil life, and our friendship was never for one moment 
interrupted. In his death I mourn the loss of a true, long-tried, and 
esteemed friend. 

Major Farr was born in Littleton, New Hampshire, October 10, 1340. 
At the early age of twelve, with that independence s0 charateristic 
in later years, he struck out for himself, and, by that rugged toil 
which is not unfamiliar to many New England boys, began to earn 
his own support and provide means to secure an education. In the 
fall of 1856 he entered upon his preparatory course for college at the 
academy at Thetford, Vermont, leaving that with valedictory honors 
in 1859 for Dartmouth College. His collegiate course was interrupted 
by the call to arms, and in April, 1861, his name appears first in his 
native town and among the first in the State enrolled among the 
volunteers. Subsequently he was appointed a lieutenant in the Sec- 
ond New Hampshire Regiment. 

During the first year he was prostrated by disease and sent to the 
hospital in this city, but an indomitable will and strong constitution 
carried him through, and as soon as he recovered his strength he re- 
turned to his regiment. January 1, 1862, he received his commission 
as captain and on the 5th of May following in the battle of Williams- 
burgh during a drenching rain his right arm was shattered by a Minnie 
ball while he was in the act of firing. With characteristic coolness 
he picked up his revolver with his left hand and passed to the rear, 
where he remained forty-eight hours in a dilapidated building with- 
out doors or windows, in his wet clothing; he was then conveyed to 
Fortress Monroe and was sent home, where he arrived in fifteen days 
after receiving the wound which deprived him of his arm. Im 
patient of this enforced retirement, in six weeks he returned to the 
front. Soon after he was appointed majoc of the Eleventh New 
Hampshire Regiment, and as such participated in the battle of Fred- 
ericksburgh, December 13, 13862. With his regiment he was under 
General Grant at the siege of Vicksburgh. Later he was detailed as 
judge-advocate on court-martial duty at Cincinnati and Washing- 
ton, and after the close of the war studied law and was admitted to 
the bar in 1867. He was assistant assessor of internal revenue, and 
subsequently assessor, which office he held until 1875 when the oflice 
was abolished. 

As a soldier he was chivalrous and brave, bearing a record without 
blemish, ever present when duty called. As an oflicer, cool and cour- 
ageous in danger, strict in discipline, but by his general kindness en 
deared to all his men, winning the highest estimation of all who 
knew him and the confidence of his seniors in command. As a law- 
yer he won a good position and was known as a safe counselor, earn- 
ing the confidence of his clients and the community. As a politician 
he was frank and outspoken, leaving no doubt as to his position, and 
while a stalwart republican, possessed many warm friends among his 
political opponents. 

In 1876 he was elected a member of the governor’s council from his 
district; he was twice appointed prosecuting attorney for his county, 
resigning that position to take his seat in the present Congress to 
which he was elected in 1573. At the recent election (November, 
1880) he was re-elected to the Forty-seventh Congress in one of the 
most hotly contested campaigns known in his district, which is a 
very close one, thus showing the estimation in which he was held by 
his constituents. 

As a member of the House of Representatives he proved himself 
industrious and efficient; as in the Army, he was never absent from 
his post of duty except from imperative necessity. 

It is said that a prophet is not without honor save in hisown coun- 
try, but the following tribute will show how Major Farr was appre- 
ciated in his own community, and this tribute will be indorsed by 
every member of that community : 

To speak of him as a man is to fully know him as a citizen and neighbor, a hus 
band and father, an associate and friend. Asa citizen he was just, kind, and pub 
lic-spirited ; as a husband and father ardent and constant in his affections and ever 
tenderly devoted ; as a friend and associate there was no one more loyal, liberal! 
and unselfish ; quick to resent an injury, he was placable and ready to forgive 
If he ever unknowingly wronged another, (knowingly he could not have done it,) 
his magnanimity in redressing it was prompt, noble, and conspicuous. Asa pub 
lic man his integrity and honor were never questioned; incorruptible and sincere, 
he was ever ready alike to defend a friend and the friendless. Once his confidence 
was won nothing but dishonor could sever the tie that bound him to his fellow 


man. Can it be wondered that his people loved and trusted such exemplary man 
hood ? 
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Warm-hearted, sincere, a 
nine magnetism which attracted and held all who approached him. 

Entering the Army while not yet twenty-one, with a vigorous and 
robust constitution, he left it four years later d d of his right 
arm and with the seeds of disease ;‘ t him which rendered him 
unable to recuperate from the sudden attack, ning as it did just at 
the end of an arduous and exhaustin; mpaign. His loss is not alone 
asad bereavement to his aged f: ‘+r and mother, to his wife and 
young children, but the comn ty in which he lived and was 
honored and to the State which he presented, Struck down in the 
pride of his manhood, he has ! a void which will be hard to fill. 
To those who were near and dear to him, to hi rien is and neighbors, 
and to his State we extend our hearty sympathy, not unmindful that 


this Congress is : upon to deplore another break in its fam- 


hat which 


ting activities 


ron him in the Capitol of hi untry. have never felt 

ilone as when most al bed in my duti 1ere. The con- 

woods, vast, and silent, are full of tender companionship, 

the spirit of nature speaks wit! wmy-voiced and varied tones to 
him who seeks her wild and secret home. But here one seems to be 
projected as it were into a kaleidoscopic and tumultuous scene where 
though all may be it, beauty, and variety, yet when analyzed the 


the fascinating vision are mere glass and glitter without 


eat or throb of sympathy. 


+7 
} ry 


} 7 + + + ? 
Dil man 18 aii aione ina ertainll I I ‘ lai sense. 


elements 0 
one ray ot 


t 
} 
il 


ctions are with his distant constituency; and only with 


igh the post, the telegr 


raph, and other avenues of commu- 
es he really live. Now and then there is a break through 
vironment of affairs, and for a little while in cheerful or 
but always heartfelt communion with a congenial soul 
brief return of the old-time sense of hearty feeling and 
nrestrained personal and independent self-assertion which 
of right to the private citizen. Yet how soon the opening 
the tempest of affairs obscures the whole heavens once 
nd laugh and discuss. Weare cheerful and polite—it 
» bland and entertaining. Wesitside by side: but we are still 

far apart as the localities from which we come. There isever the 
ouch of the hand, the glance of the eye, the friendly tone, and the 
ady effort to oblige; yet after all the real life of the public man is 
hetween himself and those who created him by theirchoice. He be- 
ongs to them. He is of them in the truest and most absorbing sense, 
and not of those with whom he daily meets on this conspicuous scene. 
But there be those like the stars which illumine the negle cted spaces 
of night, who, by theirselect and electric qualities, change the chilly 
formalities of public association i the warmth and sympathy of 


ks which connect 


light alone 
but heat as well, and while they illumine all things, they also warm 
and weld us together. 


But alas! Death, blind, cruel, and insatiable, will tear even 


ic a 
private life. These rare spirits are the golden lin 


is and somewhat cure our isolation. They give ont not 


them 
away wit more compunction than when he extorts the spirit of 


roeth downward. He 


ves a shining mark, a signa 
ow whicl hile it executes, al 
(nd startles thousands with a single f 
1 & man, my personal friend for twenty years, my associate 
mpanion in private and in public lif t stricken down in 
all the royal strength of forty years, while his sun was high and 
rising higher on the pathway, it might well have been to the very 
zenith of place and power, just as he had achieved a personal and 
political triumph such as comes to but few men even in the longest 
career, it is my difficult but willing duty for a few moments to speak 
to you to-day. 

Major Evarts W. Farr, a member of the Forty-sixth House of 
Representatives and a member-elect of the Forty-seventh, from the 
third congressional district of New Hampshire, died at his home in 
Littleton, in that State, on the 30th day of November last, aged forty 
years. He was born in the same place on the 10th day of October, 
1840, of one of the largest and most influential families in our State. 
His father, who survives the gifted son, filled many conspicuous posi- 
tions in public life, and through a long course of great activity and 
usefulness to his fellow-men, he was ever the same intelligent, up- 
right, and eflicient gentleman, who, for thirty years at least has been 
known throughout New Hampshire as “ Honest John Farr of Little- 
ton.” 

rhe mother was in every way worthy of the father of her boy; and 
to one who knew them all, it is sufficient eulogy to say that they 
were worthy each of the other. No young man was ever “ better 
born,” in the highest sense, than Major Farr, and his career has 
reflected great honor upon the family name. 

Young Farr was of an active and independent spirit from the be- 
ginning. When twelve years of age he assumed the burden of his 
own support and education. He secured the advantages of the cem- 
mon schools in his native town, and after a preparatory course at the 
academy located in Thetford, Vermont, then under the direction of 
Professor Hiram Orcutt, and one of the best institutions in New 
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Le 
England, he entered Dartmouth College with the class which o 
ated in 1°63. He was pursuing his studies there with assiduity 6a 
great promise when the country called her sons to rebaptize iz Seen 
ylood the sacred principles of liberty and to re-est; = 


oe : : : : iblish upon : 
movable foundations the integrity and perpetuity , 


rf ar Conct:s.. 

tion and her laws. He was then twenty years old, of het Cons . 
graceful form, with a countenance full of animation, force, and be veg 
That face was the mirror of all within. I well remember «1° 
conversation with him while attending court in Haverhi]] wher : 
chanced to be in the early spring of 1861, just as the mutterit ane 
war became unmistakable to us in our mountain homes, ‘Wace 

then beginning life; I had just entered upon the practice of the 
He designed to pursue that profession as soon as his course of il 
and preparation would permit. Our conversation lasted 
through the live-long night, and I desire to bear «witness to the », 


4 


| ory of my dead friend, that never did man determine to put as 


need be, the promise of an apparently unsullied future for the yytr,.) 
hardships of the camp and field, with a more vivid sense of what 
was to sacrifice and suifer, or with a loftier patriotism and door, 
devotion to a stern sense of duty than did Evarts W. Farr. Ar 
when a little later the summons echoed from the walls of beleae 
and then of fallen Sumte ll over the astonished North, he « 
among the earliest to the field of death and of glory with mot 
pure and free from sectional hate, with as knightly and exalted q 
tion to the ideas of country, liberty, and the good of mankind a 
ever beat in the bosom of Sidney, or as animated the fathers at Ye : 
town, Cowpens, or Bunker Hill. 

He served in some of the hardest fought actions with great brayer 
and brilliancy, and throughout the war, losing an arm at Williams 
burgh, and receiving the fatal seeds of death in his constitution fro 
exposure in the swamps of the Peninsula, which ripened year by y; 
until a casual cold fastened upon his waning powers and killed bi 
as easily as though he had been a little child. On his return to ; 
life he studied law, and being admitted to the bar, he practiced ¢] 
profession unremittingly and with good success from 1867 1] 
election to the Forty-sixth Congress. He was twice appointed pros 
ecuting attorney for his native county, and held that office whe 
called to service in the halls of national legislation. During this ye. 
riod also he was chosen to be a member of the governor's coun 
after a most vigorous canvass, from a strongly democratic distr 
in which but for his great personal popularity success would h 
been impossible. 

As a lawyer Major Farr was highly successful. His attainments 
for one of his years and opportunities were good. His comprebe 
sion of the fundamental principles of law was clear and strong. H 


had an unfailing fund of good sense, which is worth more to a law- 
yer than knowledge of every case of every court ever reported whe 
not combined with that unfailing touchstone of truth. He knes 
what the jury thought and could guide them in his own channels 
reasoning to the conclusions in which he believed himself. He had 
little power to make the worse appear the better reason unless hi 
was honestly wrong, and he always presented his cause with a con- 
scientious conviction that he was right. He had a native love of 
justice and abhorrence of wrong. He was a tower of strength to 
the innocent and to the cause he believed to be just, but to none 
other. He was an honor to the bar, and by his high character and 
conduct he fully paid that difficult debt which every lawyer owes to 
his profession. ; 
Having fought to preserve his country, he should be excused fer 
manifesting that interest in preserving the results of the national vie- 
tory which made him a close observer of events and gave to his mind 
a bias for public life. His intelligence, his patriotism, and popular 
manners for years had attracted the attention of the people, and it 
had long been evident that at an early period he would be summoned 
to the higher political honors of his State. This expectation was rea 
ized by his election in a very close district to the other House. 
Every one who has experienced them knows the almost insurmoult- 
able difficulties which lie in the way of anew member of a great ieg- 
islative body, especially if he belongs to the minority. A newt 
ber of the majority has comparatively plain sailing in an open sta 
But short as has been his connection with the House, only through 
one regular session, Major FARR had become well known and was very 
highly esteemed by his fellow-members, both for his ability an¢ 
worth. He was attentive to every duty and he understood what be 
longed to it and how to perform it. He was an elegant speaker, ver) 
ready in debate and grew strongerevery day. I observed this during 
the late campaign particularly, and believe that had he lived and e¢ 
tinued in Congress long enough to do justice to himself and const a 
ents, he would have served his country with great efficiency to te 
pride of his innumerable friends and of the State. As It was bit 
promise given of that which might have been, sharpens a disappoin 
ment most grevious to be borne, even if the full fruition of acco” 
plishment could lend to those who knew and loved him its most 
soling power. oe 
His stricken widow and the children of their love bewail in mute 
and helpless grief a bereavement which lacks none of the terrors 
untimely death, of blasted hopes, and of sweetest joys, snatched av 7 
in the very hour of supreme realization. To this brave and wi jn 
woman, left to battle and struggle alone with her burden nn 
through unusual obstacles, and to these fatherless little ones, 8 


con- 
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: an hardly know their loss, a grateful country will not fail 
oe tend the warmest sympathy and most grateful remembrance. 
borg oh waste the time in bewailing his loss. His last deed on 
Bes? Tae His record is complete. No blotis there. It is pure 
4 the white pages of the Book of Life. It is like S Copy drawn by 
fio wands for the imitation of those who remain behind. To have 
. aan his stay would seem to have been best for us, were he not 
othe dead who yet speak with power drawn from the realiza- 
: sof more worlds than one. His glory will not fade nor will he be 
sotten until the history of his State is obliterated. There may 
- heen stronger men, but he was strong; there may have been 
cor men, but 1 have not known them. 
‘Xen Hampshire is not ashamed of her other sons. She points to 
» qs her jewels. But of none can she more truly say that he was 
se without fear and without reproach” than of poor dead 
Ae embalmed in the immortal glory of his own life, and 
caiting the reveille of the resurrection on the peaceful banks of the 
} Ammonoosuck, while the shadows of Mount Washington lie ten- 
on his grave. There is nothing more but to turn slowly and 
the exacting realities of life, and by imitation of his bright 
to prepare for the inevitable hour. 
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(he PRESIDING OFFICER. 
resolutions. j 
o resolutions were agreed to unanimously. 
ve CONKLING. Mr. President, as afurther mark of respect to 
memory of the deceased, I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
motion was agreed to; and (at five o’clock and twelve min- 
be Senate adjourned. 


iit t 


The question is on agreeing to the 


be 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, Fe bruary S$, 1881. 
Iouse met at eleven o’clock a.m. 
>. HARRISON, D. D. 
Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, 





BUSINESS BY CONSENT. 
I am instructed by the Committee on Rules to present 
resolution which I send to the desk. 
Mr. CLYMER. I reserve all points of order on it. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
by the House of Itepresentatives, After Wednesday next, on each day oi 
rof the session other than the third Monday of February and the 
days, whenever on motion the morning hour shall be dispensed with by a 
rds vote, that hour shall be set apart for the consideration of bills on the 
ral calendars under the following regulations; ‘The States and Territories shall 
d in order as now provided for, and as each is called, one of its members shall 
ied by the Speaker, selected in alphabetical order, who may move the con- 
tion of a bill; if objected to by five members rising in their seats it shall 
onsidered, otherwise the member making the motion shall be entitled to 
for explanation of his bill, or, instead thereof, to the reading of the re- 
ipanying the same, and then a vote shall be taken. The call of States 
from day to day until completed, as above provided, and whenever all 
} sand Delegates from any State or Territory have been named by the 
Speaker, such State or Territory shall thereafter be omitted from the call until all 
le Members and Delegates shall have been so named. Any member not answer- 
ng as his name is called shall be considered to have waived his privilege. 

Mr. CLYMER. I ask that the consideration of the resolution be 
postponed till to-morrow under the rule. 

™ ‘DL YY ™ ; ° 
_the SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks that un- 

ry th oral . a , . m7 . 
er the rule this resolution shall lie over one day. That is the gen- 
emans right. The Chair would suggest that the resolution be 
printed in the RecorD. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. NEWBERRY. I desire to suggest an amendment. 

‘he SPEAKER. That may be done when the resolution comes 
velore the House for action. 

Mr, NEWBERRY. Ishould like to suggest now that the consider- 
ion of bills on the Speaker’s table be included in the resolution. 

,ePprPenur x ; . 

The SI EAKER. The committee only included the calendars be- 
‘ause they only wished to recognize the right as applying to bills 
tat had actually been reported by committees of this House. The 
“mmittee thought in the case of every bill to be considered under 
“lis Tesolation, as far as possible, there should be a reportfrom a com- 
“tte Of the House in favor of such bill. 
















RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr.REAGAN. I rise to a privileged question. I desire to report 
“as irom the Committee on Commerce the bill (H. R. No. 7104) 
_silg appropriations for the construction, completion, repair, and 
a" of certain works on rivers and harbors, and for other 
rs vUSCS. 

Mr BED AREER. What action does the gentleman desire? 
of the Whole NX. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee 
when the 1 € on the state of the Union, and I give notice that I shall, 
ulttee of the Wie hour is through, move that the House go into Com- 

Mr. CLYMER to consider the bill. 

The bill wee I reserve all points of order. 

4 7, Wa8 referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


1 the Union. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gentleman from Texas will not press the 
river and harbor bill this morning. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that he will recognize the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ATKINS, ] the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, because the gentleman from Tennessee 
some days ago gave notice to the House that he would to-day move 
to proceed to the consideration of the legislative bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to dispense with the morning hour, my ob- 
ject being to take up the legislative appropriation bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to state—— 

The SPEAKER. Priority of business is not debatable. 

Mr. REAGAN. I know that; but I wish tosuggest to the Speakez 
here are two bills standing on equal ground represented by commit- 
tees of equal dignity coming before the House. The Committee on 
Commerce presented this bill 

The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of debate. 

Mr. REAGAN. But because the gentleman from Tennessee gave 
notice that he would call up another bill the Speaker chooses to give 
priority to the bill reported from the Committee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] had 
given notice to the House that he would call up that bill to-day. 

Mr. ATKINS. I trust I may be allowed a word of reply. As the 
Speaker has already stated, I gave notice last week I would this morn- 
ing call up the legislative appropriation bill; and I do not think the 
gentleman from Texas should make remarks of the character in which 
he has indulged. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas has no right to com 
plain of the action of the Chair in recognizing the gentleman from 
Tennessee. The notice was given in open House. The Chair thinks 
that the legislative appropriation bill should have preference under 
the circumstances. The gentleman from Texas had on yesterday an 
opportunity to bring the river and harbor bill before the House. The 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] moves that the morning hour 
of to-day be dispensed with. 

Mr. FROST. The gentleman from Tennessee yields to me for a mo- 
ment to call up from the Speaker's table the Senate bill No. 781 and to 
ask that it may be put onits passage. 

Mr. ROBESON. Willthe gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] 
yield to me afterward to call upa bill? That is what I want to 
know. 

Many MemMBers. Regular order! 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded, which is the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennesssee [Mr. ATKINS] to dipense with 
the morning hour for reports of committees. 

The motion was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

Several MemBeERs. Regular order! 

Mr. GOODE. Will the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS} 
yield to me for a moment ? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order has been called for. 

Mr.GOODE, I think not since the morning hour was dispensed 
with. 

The SPEAKER. It was, and but a moment since. 





LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now report from the Committee on Appropriations 
the bill (H. R. No, 7101) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, and move that it 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURROWS. I desire to reserve all points of order on the bill. 

The SPEAKER. They will be reserved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to give notice that in Committee of the 
Whole I will antagonize the legislative appropriation bill with the 
river and harbor appropriation bill. 

Mr. COX. And I desire to call up the unfinished business, being 
the apportionment bill, which I hope may be finished to-day. 

Mr. ATKINS. Well, we will have to fight it out in Committee of 
the Whole. I move that the House now resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole, my purpose being to proceed with the consideration of 
the legislative appropriation bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. And in Committee of the Whole I shall insist upon 
going on with the river and harbor appropriation bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. That is-all right. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to inquire if the order has been made to 
refer the river and harbor appropriation bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and all points of order on the bill 
were reserved. 

Mr. McLANE. 
Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. McLANE. Not to embarrass my friend from Tennessee [ Mr. 


I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry of the 


ATKINS] or the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, [ Mr. REA- 
GAN, ] I desire to know whether the bill which the chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce proposed to report to the House has been 
received and referred to the Committee of the Whole? 
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The SPEAKER. It has been, onthe motion of the gentleman from 
Texas, [Mr. REAGAN, ] and all points of order on the bill were re- 
served by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CLYMER. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Ifthe House shall now resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, can the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] antagonize in the committee the bill of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ATKINS?] Under the rules we 
must in committee consider the bills in the order in which they are 
upon the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the rule to be read; 
9, Rule XVI. 

Mr. COX. I want the Chair to remember that I have raised the 
question of consideration for the purpose of going on with the appor- 
tionment bill as unfinished business. 

Mr. ATKINS. I suggest to my friend from New York { Mr. Cox] 
to allow us to go into Committee of the Whole, and we will fight it 
out on that line. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will cause both rules to be read, appli- 
eable to the controversy, between the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. ATKINS] and the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox. ] 

The Clerk read clause 4 of Rule XXIV, as follows: 

After the hour shall have been devoted to reports from committees, it shall be 
in order to proceed to the consideration of the unfinished business in which the 
House may —_ been engaged at an adjournment, and at the same time each day 
thereafter, other than the first and third Mondays, until disposed of; and it shall 
be in order to proceed to the consideration of all other unfinished business when 
ever the class of business to which it belongs shall be in order 

The Clerk also read clause 9 of Rule XVI, as follows: 

At any time after the expiration of the morning hour it shall be in order to move 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union for the purpose of considering bills raising revenue or general appro- 
priation bills 

The SPEAKER. Under the clause of the rule which has just been 
read the Chair is bound to recognize the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. ATKINS] to submit a moticnto go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering a specific 
bill, a general appropriation bill. Should that motion be voted 
down, the Chair would then recognize the gentleman from Texas 
[Mr. REAGAN] or the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] to move 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
the river and harber bill, or to call up the unfinished business re- 
spectively, should there be no intervening motion having a higher 
privilege than the river and harbor bill or the unfinished business. 

Mr. ATKINS. I submit the motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to consider the legislative appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] 
yield to me on a matter of privilege, to submit an order touching the 
use of the galleries of the House during to-morrow’s proceedings ? 

Mr. ATKINS. I will do so if I can in order. 

The SPEAKER. It can be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FRYE. It will take but a moment. 

The SPEAKER. The order will be read. 

ADMISSION TO GALLERIES ‘OF THE 

Mr. FRYE. I will read the order: 

Ordered, That on Wednesday, February 9, the whole of the east gallery shall be 


reserved for the use of the families of the members of the Senate and the House 
and their visitors. The Doorkeeper shall strictly enforce this order 


clause 


HOUSE. 


I offer this at the request of the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. BROWNE. The latter portion of the order should be changed 
so as to secure equality among members as nearly as possible. 

Mr. BUCKNER. The east galleries will not accommodate all the 
families of members. I suggest that they be admitted to the space 
in the rear of the seats. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that has never been done dur- 
ing the proceedings attending an electoral count. 

fr. VALENTINE. Will the construction of that order be to admit 
the families of members on the Speaker’s pass, or on the passes of 
the members themselves ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes not on the Speaker’s pass. 

Mr. VALENTINE. If it is meant that under this resolution per- 
sons are to be admitted upon the red tickets which members have 
already given out, there are enough persons now in the city hold- 
ing such tickets to more than fill the galleries mentioned; and they 
will be filled so early that the families of members will have no 
chance. 

The SPEAKER. Those tickets admit persons to the visitors’ gal- 
lery—not to the galleries intended for members’ families. The reso- 
lution proposes no restriction, as the Chair understands, in regard to 
the members’ gallery on the left. 

Mr. PHILIPS. I wish to inquire how, under the operation of this 
resolution, the doorkeepers are to ascertain who are the families and 
visitors of members. As is well understood, there are now out a great 
many passes given to various parties by members. It seems to me 
that this resolution onght to be accompanied with some provision for 
the issue of new passes for this occasion. 

Mr. DIBRELL. How many passes will each Senator and Repre- 
sentative be allowed to give 
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Mr. FRYE. I think gentlemen of the House do not understana « 
effect of thisresolution. It proposes that the gallery on the «.. 
of the Hall be reserved for the families of members and vi; a _—_ 
their families. Every gentleman sending any person into th eet 
will do so upon the pledge on his honor that the person is 7 Ball 
of his family or a visitor to his family. Iam sorry to say earn 1: 
respect members have not adhered to the intention of the ~* 
it has been necessary to issue strict orders to the Doorkee an 4 
force the rule. No member has had the right to issue -tebbed 
gallery appropriated to families of members and their yj 
erly, under the rules, admission there is obtained on] 
given by the Speaker of the House for the use of the family of a»... 
ber. Now this gallery here on the west side of the Hall has ane a 
served for the use of members ; and they have been entitled to jc, 
passes to it. Under this proposed order members will sti]| have ¢ 
right to give passes to that gallery. The diplomatic gallery ;. . 
course reserved for members of the diplomatic corps ; 80 that 
bers will see how much of our galleries will be left for the op 
public. If members of the House and the Senate will themselves «1 
serve the requirements of this order and send to the gallery indjos:, 
none others than their families and visitors to their families +), 
will be ample room. 

Mr. O'NEILL. What is to become of visitors in the city w 
not visitors to the families of members of Congress? 

Mr. FRYE, (exhibiting a card.) There is a pass of the Spea 


issued to the family of a member, and every member is entitlea + 
one such card. It is signed by the Speaker, and is called the Speaker, 
ass. 

Mr. O’NEILL. think to-morrow should be a day specifie, 
given to the people who have come to this capital to witness + , 
count, and that we should not restrict too much the use of the a 
leries. There are many people in the city not visiting the famiic 
of members of Congress who desire to be present here to-morroy 
and I think we should recognize that they have some right to | 
accommodated. 

Mr. PHILIPS. My suggestion had reference to the fact that p; 
may now be out in the possession of parties not entitled to entrance 
to that gallery. Hence it might be proper to have the doorkeeper 
instructed to permit no one to enter that gallery except upon a} 
of this date. This would effectually prevent the abuse whic! 
tlemen complain of. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that admission t 
front bench of the members’ gallery has been placed at the dis; 
of the Speaker; but he has not confined such admission to mer 
of his family and visitors of his family. He has issued cards 
mission over and over again to members having as guests distin 
guished gentlemen from their districts, whom there was no other wa 
to accommodate. He has also several times given admission to t 
bench to members of the British Parliament, because he was not 
under the rule to ask consent to bring such persons on the floor 

Mr. BREWER. I think the resolution should be amended so asto 
provide that not exceeding five persons shall be admitted upon ar 
one pass. 

Mr. PRICE, 
for. 

Mr. BREWER. It is understood very well that without some r 
striction of this kind there are members of this House who wouli 
almost fill one of those galleries with citizens of Washington, bring 
ing them in as members of their families. f 


lery 


rule : on 


& pass to th, 
Sitors, Pro 
y upon a 


I 
le 


Uss8es 


That will be ten times as many as there will ! 


I have seen it done fre 
quently; and it will be done to-morrow unless we adopt some pro- 
vision to prevent it. Wedo not want those seats filled so that the 
wives or families of members cannot find accommodation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that an average o! one per 
son for each Senator and member would fill. the space thus far sug: 
gested. es 

Mr. BREWER. Unless we adopt a limitation of this kind, thos 
galleries will be filled by those who will enter upon the passes 0! 00 
exceeding twenty members. ; , 

The SPEAKER. An average of five persons to each Senator” 
member would make near two thousand persons. ne a 

Mr. BREWER. I suggest that a certain limited number of tickets 
be issued to each member and each Senator. 

Mr. BAILEY. Can this resolution be amended ? 

The SPEAKER. It can be; the resolution is before the House e 

Mr. BAILEY. I move to amend by striking out the words "80 
their visitors.” 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair entertains that amendment. 
tleman from New York moves to amend the resolution 50 
tically the right of admission shall be restricted to the 
families of members or Senators. scat 

Mr. BROWNE. I think we had better leave the galleries 1? J” 
the condition in which they are now left by the rules. The rule 3” 
mits members, their families, and the visitors of their families ae 
galleries provided on the east side of the Hall; and ae 
give passes to the members’ gallery on the west side. — a 
now undertake to adjust these differences in a way satisiactory 
members of the House. There are two hundred and ninety’ 
members, and I believe eight delegates, making over three oe f 
If each of these three hundred gentlemen should issue a a os 
one person these galleries would be filled. I think, therefore, 
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ieee ee seein 


stor Jet those who can obtain, under the rule, admission to the 
better - vallery do so, leaving the residue of these galleries open to 
mem rneral public, of whom the most vigilant will obtain seats, while 
the b ners Will be excluded. 
Oe HI L. Mr. Speaker, I think this matter is already well regu- 
; Mr. If you allow the word ‘‘ visitors” to go into that resolution 
date” uit will be that it will embrace the whole country. Members 
it have no Wives here, who have no families, will be allowed to is- 
Tae passes as they please to their lady friends, and the result 
y| be that gallery will be crowded with people who are in nowise 
We noted with a member or his family. There are enough of ladies 
ai city now who are of the families of members to fill that gal- 
iD vega ii trust that change will not be made. You will find before 
ce + o'clock to-morrow morning, if this resolution is adopted, that 
1° _, galleries will be filled with visitors, and when members’ wives 
nee o here they will not be allowed to enter. I move to lay the res- 
+ion on the table. ; ‘ 
\(r, SPRINGER. I hope the gentleman will withdraw that and 
iow the whole subject to be referred to the Committee on Rules, 
with instructions to act in the matter as they may think fit. That 
ill give general satisfaction. The Committee on Rules can take such 
measures as they deem fit. 
“Vr, HILL. Lhaveno objection tothat. 
Mr, SPRINGER. The gentleman from Ohio withdraws the motion 
to lay upon the table, and allows me to move the reference of the 
hole subject to the Committee on Rules, to take such action as seems 
to them fit. ‘ ‘ eo . 
; Mr. ROBESON. With the gentleman’s permission, I wish to say a 


oil 


allow 


word. 
"Mr TOWNSHEND, of Dlinois. I move to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 

nM, ROBESON. Let me make a suggestion. That gallery will hold 
perhaps four hundred people. I do not exactly know how many—say 
jive hundred people. by giving to each member a limited number 
of tickets, to dispose of to whom he pleases, to his family, if he wishes, 
to his friends, if he prefers, then you will be absolutely fair, and each 
n will enjoy equal rights through his representatives there. Imove 
amendment that three tickets be issued to each member of this 
House and three to each member of the Senate, signed by the Speaker, 
for admittance to that gallery to-morrow, and that no other tickets 
be recognized. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that the Committee on 
Rules have considered this subject. 

Several MEMBERS. Three tickets are too many to each Member 
and Senator. The gallery will not hold that number. 

The SPEAKER. That will make twelve hundred tickets, and there 
isno room for more than four hundred, if properly accommodated, 
in the space mentioned. 

Mr. ROBESON. I withdraw the word ‘ three 

Several MEMBERS. Make it one. 
Mr.SPRINGER. I move to refer the whole subject to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain that motion. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Dlinois. And I move to lay the whole sub- 
ject upon the table. 

The motion of Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, was disagreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask now to have a vote on my motion to refer 
the whole subject to the Committee on Rules, with the power to take 
such action as in their judgment may seem best. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that the Committee on 
Rules have considered this subject-—— 

Mr. McCOOK. I hope the Chair will give to the House a parlia- 
mentary definition of the word “family.” [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. It is not within the scope of duty of the Chair 
todoso. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think some provision should be made for issu- 
ing tickets for all the galleries to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be on the motion of the gentle- 
a trom Illinois, to refer the whole subject to the Committee on 
“les to take such action as to them may seem best. 

Mr. FRYE. What is the use of doing that? The Committee on 
“ives cannot meet to-day and make report, and this whole provision 
will have to be made to-morrow by ten or eleven o'clock. 

_ al SLNGER. I withdraw my motion to refer to the Commit- 
vee OD Vi es, 

Mr, ROBESON. I now move my amendment. 

The SPEAKER, The question now recurs on the motion of the 
sntieman from New York, (Mr. BAILEY, ] to strike out so much of the 
,wintion as refers to the admission of visitors. The resolution will 

oe will stand if amended. 
x Sa I desire to sug est to the gentleman from New York 
tro a} wis amendment so the Speaker shall issue to each member 

0 cards of admittance, and that only persons holding these cards 
shall be admitted, P 

= ROBESON. That is right. 

Mr ROBESON withdraw my amendment. 

The SPEAKER I also withdraw my amendment. 
tleman from " . The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
stand if kee The Clerk will read the resolution as it will 

; as proposed. 






” and make it “two.” 


The Clerk read as follows: 

Ordered, That on Wednesday, February 9, the whole east gallery shall be re 
served for the use of families of Members and Senators, and their visitors. and the 
Doorkeeper shall strictly enforce this order. The Speaker shall issne to each fam 
ily two cards of admission. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That should read “ member.” 

Mr. FRYE. No; the original order runs to the family and this 
may as well run to the family, no matter if some gentlemen are 
unfortunate enough not to bave families. [Laughter. } 

Mr. McCOOK. Ido not wish any provision which will exclude me 
from the privileges accorded to any other member. 

Mr. FRYE. The gentleman has all those privileges under the res 
olution as proposed. 

Mr. McCOOK. The original resolution unquestionably did not; but 
what it may be after it is amended as proposed, or whether I would 
or would not have that privilege, I am unable to see. 

Mr. BOWMAN. Can I move an amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. It depends upon whether it is in order or not. 

Mr. FRYE. I will amend the resolution still further by adding to 
it the words, “to each Senator and member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives.” [Cries of “ That is right!”] 

Mr. BOWMAN. The amendment I propose to offer is this, and it 
seems to me to be one that there will be no objection to, that as many 
tickets be printed as there are places in the whole eastern gallery, 
and divided equally between Senators and members of the House of 
Representatives. [Cries of “Oh, no!” 

Mr. SAMFORD. What will be the effect of the resolution as now 
proposed ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the result of the first resolution 
will set apart the whole easteru gallery for the use of the Senators 
and Members and their families, and this puts a limitation upon the 
admission of Members and Senators to two tickets, and no one would 
be admitted without such ticket. 

Mr. FRYE. That practically does so now, in the manner in which 
I originally presented it 

Mr. ROBESON. I wish to ask a question, whether the whole east- 
ern gallery is included from the reporters’ line 

The SPEAKER. It is not; that is part of the southern gallery 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the words “eastern gallery” be so 
construed as to include that portion of the south gallery east of the 
reporters’ gallery. [Cries of “ That is right!”] 

The SPEAKER. ‘The resolution as proposed will be read again 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Ordered, That on Wednesday, February 9, the whole of the east gallery shall be 
reserved for the use of the families of Senators and members of the House and 
their visitors. The Doorkeeper shall strictly enforce this order. The Speaker 
shall issue to each Senator and member of the House of Representatives two cards 
of admission, and only persons holding those cards shall be admitted 

TheSPEAKER. That gives to each Senator and Member the right 
to seat two persons in the east gallery. 

Mr. SPARKS. It won’t hold half of them. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to offer the following additional pro 
vision. 

Mr. ATKINS. [rise to a question of order. I hope the gentleman 
from Maine (Mr. FRYE] will withdraw his resolution and let us pro- 
ceed to public business. 

Mr. ROBESON. Oh, no; if he does, I will renew it. 

Several MEMBERS. Let the resolution be again read 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to amend the resolution as reported by 
inserting after the words “ east gallery” the words “ and such portion 
of the south gallery as lies east of the reporters’ gallery.” [Cries of 
“That is right! ”] 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BURROWS. I wish to inquire whether it is the intention of 
the mover of this resolution to exclude the Delegates who have seats 
on the floor ? 

The SPEAKER. 
be inserted. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask that my amendment be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 





By unanimous consent the word Delegates will 


And provided that the other galleries be reserved for those having members 
passes. 

Mr. SAMFORD. I wish to inquire if under the resolution proposed 
any one else except the families of Members and Senators can be ad- 
mitted ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. That of course must be 
on the honor of the Member or Senator himself. The Doorkeeper in 
such a crowd could not distinguish between those persons entitled 
and those who are not entitled under this resolution. 

Mr. SAMFORD. Lasked the question to get the construction of 
the Chair upon it, as there seems to be some difference of opinion 
among the gentlemen around me. 


Mr. TALBOTT. I wish toask a question. Suppose a member has 


two tickets for which he has no special use and desires to give them 
to some member who has more than two members in his family, 
would it be a violation of the order to do that? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The object of the provision which I have sent 
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o the desk is to allow a portion of the gallery to be set apart forthe 
members who desire to give passes to friends who may be visit- 
ng inthecity. A 

s set apart for that 


I 
The SPEAKER. 1 
] 


the gentleman from 


usé Ol 


I it is now only a very small portion of the gallery 


surpose. 


he question s on 
llinois. 

The amendment agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then aj 
Mr. FRYE moved to 

} 


vreet 
a A 


was not 


rec ouside I 


to: and also moved that the 


Was a 


OF BUSINESS 


ATKINS. J] now mov s that the House resolve itseil into Com- 
. of the Whole on the state of the Union for the p 
egislative appropriation bill. 
XX. Before that motion is put I desir 
ut next Thursday—— 
he SPEAKER. Debate 
r. COX I do not propose to am simply 
king an announcement to the House. I wish to state that I will 
question of consideration to-day if the gé ntleman from 
with the un- 


1°71 


! on Thurs- 


irpose of con- 


to the House 


order. 
om 
aevate 


is not in 
1 


anything. 
Valve the 
rennessee desires to go on W ith the appre priation bill, 
erstanding that I shall bring up the apportionment 
day morning next morning hour. 
Mr. ATKINS. I desire to say 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. ATKINS. I merely wish the 
ym New York had. 
The SPEAKER. 
bate is in order on this question. 
Mr. ATKINS. I wa lest it might be taken as a tacit un- 
my part, if I remained silent, that I will press the 
the legislative appropriation bill on Thursday next. 
I desire to give notice to the House that on Thursday I shall en- 
deavor to proceed with the consideration of this appropriation bill. 
Then I give notice that I will contest it by raising the 


, alter the 
TT + . ; est y 
Debate is not in order. 


same privilege gentieman 
The Chair does not wish to allow any privilege, 
s no de 

nt to say, 
erstal I 


I aing © 


¥ } t 
onsideration ot 


Mr. COX. 
suestion of consideration on the apportionment bill. 

Mr. HOUSE. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. COX. I shall insist on the question of consideration to-day. 

Mr. HOUSE. I understand the gentleman from Tennessee has 
moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to consider the legislative appropriation bill. 
Can the gentleman from New York now raise the que 
eration? 

The SPEAKER. The way to raise the question of consideration 
nder the rule would be to vote down the proposition 

Mr. HOUSE. Of the gentleman from Tennessee ? 

‘he SPEAKER. Yes. 

All right. 
I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

REAGAN. Is the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee 
merely to go into Committee of the Whole or to go into Committee of 
the Whole to consider a particular bill? 

[The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman from Tennessee 
inder clause 9 of Rule XVI has the right to indicate the particular 
bill that he wants the House to go into Committee of the Whole to 

The Clerk will read that clause 
The Clerk read as follows: 


stion of consid- 


ynsider. 


At any 


that the House resolve 


time after the € xpiration of the morning hour it shall be in order tomove 
itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union for the purpose of considering bills raising revenue or general appro- 


p? ‘ n } 9 
l al I 


The SPEAKER. When the House was acting on business from the 
Ways and Means Committee the chairman of that committee always, 
without controversy, moved that the House go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union to consider the particular bill, 
the funding bill for instance. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
7 of Rule XI, wi 

The Committee on Commerce shall have the same privilege in reporting bills 
making appropriations for the improvement of rivers and harbors as is accorded 
to the Committee on Appropriations in reporting general appropriation bills. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not denied that rig 
mittee on Commerce in any particular, but merely gave preference 
to the Appropriations Committee because of former notice. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the Chair will allow me one moment, I wish to 
say this: if the motion is to go into Committee of the Whole to con- 
sider a particular bill, I desire to know it that I may now antago- 
nize it. 

The SPEAKER. 
the proposition. If it should be voted down, the Chair would then 
accord to the Committee on Commerce the same right as is now ac- 
corded to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. REAGAN. Then I ask the House to vote down the pending 
proposition, and give notice that I shall thereafter move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of 
considering the river aud harbor bill. 


I desire to call the attention of the Chair to clause 


ere it is prov ided: 


| to know whether the ruling of the Chair upon the nint), ¢) 





rht to the Com- | 


The gentleman’s remedy is to try to vote down | 
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The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Arxkrys, the as 
ative vote was 109. ne 
Mr. MCLANE. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry, 
TheSPEAKER. Before hearing the gentleman’s inquiry 
would prefer to finish the count. oe 
Mr. McLANE. My inquiry might influence the count 
The negative vote was then counted; and there were | 


Mr. MCLANE. 


— 


t) 
» LE 


I desire to make a parliamentary in ins oo 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. ae] 
Mr. McLANE. I intend to call for the yeas and nays on +)3., 

but before I do so I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry, | Ta * 

Rule XVI excludes the Committee of the Whole on the state. f 

Union from exercising its discretion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has never decided what the 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union shall do 

Mr. McLANE. I understood the Chair to rule distinet]y— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not rule as to any procee 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McLANE. I understood the Chair to rule distinctly 
gentleman from Tennessee had the right-—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman misunderstood the (} 
there was nothing in the language of the Chair that would . 
semblance tosuch a proposition. The Chair rules in the House. 
Committee of the Whole controls its own action. 

Mr. McLANE. I beg pardon if I am not understood by the( 
but I understood the Chair to rule that the gentleman from Tenne 
see had the right to indicate what bill should be taken up in 
mittee of the Whole. : 

The SPEAKER. That is right. That is in the House, 
mittee of the Whole must work out its own difficulties. 


Ot th 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


Pending the announcement of the result of the vote on ¢! 
of Mr. ATKINS, 

Mr. COFFROTH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, rey 
that the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a 
the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. No. 939) to amend the law relative to the sei 
forfeiture of vessels for breach of the revenue laws. 

Mr. WARD, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported t 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a joint reso 
tion and bills of the following titles; when the Speaker signed 
same : 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 388) to provide for publishing a 
tion of Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4596) authorizing the survey of parts of certa 
townships in Crawford County, Wisconsin, and making an appr 
priation therefor ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 735) for the relief of Dr. John Blankenship ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 706) for the relief of A. B. Rowden; 

A bill (H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring 
of the National Museum ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 6527) to grant to corporate authorities of the city 
of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, for public uses, a certain 
known as Carr Lake, situated near said city; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6229) to grant the right of way for railroad pur- 
poses through certain lands of the United States in Richmond County 


New York. 


t 
lant 


RELIEF OF JEANNETTE EXPEDITION. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I ask unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (S. No. 2131) appropriating money, to be used 
under the direction of the Navy Department, to prosecute a sear h for 
the steamer Jeannette of the arctic exploring expedition, and move 
that the same be referred to the Committee on Appropriations wit 
instructions to report back the same during the present week. 

The SPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

TAX ON BANK CAPITAL AND DEPOSITS, ETC. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the H 
resolution of the board of directors of the Merchants’ Exchange 
Saint Louis, recommending the repeal of the special taxes levied upon 
the capital and deposits of banks and bankers, and also the TY - 
tax upon bank checks; which was referred to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

EXECUTOR WALTER R. IRWIN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the St 
tary of the Interior, recommending an appropriation of $317 for eh 
payment of the executor of Walter R. Irwin: which was reierree * 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

CENSUS OFFICE BUILDING. Ss 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the oa 
retary of the Interior, recommending an appropriation ot go bo 
the rent of the building occupied by the Census Office; which W® 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


OF 


18 Sec 


SPRINGFIELD ARMORY. 


‘ a ; he Secre- 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter irom the’ “ . 
tary of War, relative to the pay of the master armorer of the Sprite 








1881. 


-01 armory; Which was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
feild é e? 


+08. 


cRVEY OF RIVERS IN NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Bus ” 


ThaSPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
+ War, tra nsmitting report of the surveys of Black and other rivers 
~ South Carolina, and of Cape F ear and other rivers in North Caro- 
er which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 

» printed. 

NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 

rie SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
‘ ad f the Treasury, transmitting the report of the National Board 
nf ijealth for the quarter ending December 31, 1880; which was re- 
41 to the Select Committee on the origin, introduction, and pre- 


rred to 


 slee a Epidemic Diseases in the United States. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
‘ye SPEAKER. The vote upon the motion of the gentleman from 
a nessee (Mr. ATKINS] was—ayes 109, noes &2. The motion is 
pennes ! 
6 rreed to. : . ° i } . ° . 
“The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CARLISLE in the chair. 
. T! e CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
» the state of the Union. 
Vr, ATKINS. I ask consent that the first and formal reading of 
the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill be dis- 
pensed with. _ , ; 
“Mr. REAGAN. I move to take up the river and harbor appropria- 
ton bill, which precedes that bill on the Calendar. 
‘The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Clerk will read the order under which the 
The CHALL 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, after which the Chair will consider and decide what can 
he done under that order. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr, ATKINS moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to consider the bill (H. R. No. 7101) making appropriations 
the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal 
ling June 30, 1882, and for other purposes 
ch said motion was agr eed to. 






Mr. REAGAN. The objection I make to taking up the legislative 
appropriation bill at this time is that no order of the House can change 
ules of the House. Under the rules the Committee of the Whole 
decide its order of proceedings. The rule of the House cannot 
ianged by an order of the House, except by unanimous consent, 

ron one day’s notice. The order of the House was to go into Com- 

ittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the order of busi- 
ness in Committee of the Whole prescribed by the rules of the House 
annot be changed by a simple order of the House in contravention 

f the rules. 

I will state further that,as I understand it, the river and harbor 
appropriation bill stands upon the Calendar of the Committee of the 
Whole ahead of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 









os 


y bill. Now, I have no personal desire to antagonize the legislative, 
e executive, and judicial appropriation bill; but in the present condi- 

tion of the business of the House we consider that the river and harbor 
r. appropriation bill should be first considered and disposed of. We 
- desire such action as will not injure public interests by defeating the 


bill making appropriations for river and harbor improvements. 





Mr. ATKINS. I hope the Committee of the Whole will sustain the 
. order which the House has made and take up for consideration the 
4 legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. That is the 
. gteat pay bill of the Government; its appropriations are to carry on 
. the various Departments of the Government; and it is therefore a 


lar more important bill than the river and harbor appropriation bill. 
i voted yesterday with the gentleman for the river and harbor ap- 
propriation bill; so far as that is concerned, I have no antagonism 
Whatever to it. But Iam unwilling that the river and harbor bill, 
waving had its chance, should now be allowed to come in and dis- 
place the legislative appropriation bill. LIhope that members on both 


a sides of the House will agree now to take up this great pay bill which 
of carries on all the Departments of the Government, without which 
mn there must be an extra session of Congress. 

al Mr. REAGAN. This river and harbor appropriation bill occupies 


ys such : position that if its consideration and passage are delayed until 
the third Monday of this month there will be but nine working days 
;. He session left, and it is doubtful whether the Seaate will then 
ave sufficient time to act upon it. Besides, under the ruling of the 
Speaker, the chances are that the Committee on Commerce would 
to tot be recognized on that day; it could not be if the Chair should 
rag to the ruling he has made. Therefore, I tell the members of 
this House now that in my judgment the decision we shall make 
a oe question will determine whether we are to have any river 
C “tl harbor bill or not. 
vith Ghee 5. Ithink thatin two or three days we can get through 
halt acu egislative appropriation bill if we work steadily at it. 
‘¢ certainly two or three days will not defeat the river and harbor 


*rroptiation bill, if we can get through at all. 








LOUNSBERY,. I ri i 
re ‘ - I rise to a point of order. 
ag The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 


, Mr. LOUNSBERY. My point of order is that the order of the House 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Oe 


— = eee OU 


1357 





confines the action of this Committee of the Whole to a particular 
bill and it has not power to act upon any other bill. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was about to decide the point of 
order, and to suggest to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] the 
only way in the judgment of the Chair in which the order of the 
House can be avoided. 

It is undoubtedly true that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union bears the same relation tothe House that every other 
committee does, and is bound just as much as any other committee 
is bound by any order or instruction which the House may give it 
It is not in the power of the chairman of the committee, or of the com- 
mittee itself, to overrule an order which the House has made, no 
matter what the chairman or the committee may think of the propri- 
ety of that order. Therefore, the House having resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
considering a particular bill, the chairman of the committee cannot 
lay before the committee for its consideration any other bill. If 
gentlemen are dissatisfied with that order of the House, a motion 
that the committee rise may be made and entertained; and if agreed 
to, then, when in the House, the order may be made that the House 
may resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union generally, in which event the motion made by the gentlemzn 
from Texas in regard to the river and harbor appropriation bill 
would be in order; or it may resolve itself into Committee ot the 
Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the 
river and harbor appropriation bill or any other bill pending in the 
committee. The sense of the House may be taken in that way, and 
when its will has been expressed the committee must obey it; and 
this is all that the Chair decides on the point now made. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will submit that motion. 

Mr. McLANE. Before the motion is made that the committee rise 
I desire the indulgence of the Chair, if he will hear me for one mo- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. McLANE. I submit to the Chair, not with a view especially 
to this question, because the gentleman from Texas has indicated 
his intention to pursue another course, but in view of the rules of 
the House and its practice, I desire to submit to the Chair—— 

Mr. HAYES. Has not the Chair already decided this question of 
order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
sion to be heard. 

Mr. ATKINS. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee rise 

Mr. SPRINGER. [rise to a question of order. I ask the Cle 
read clause 4 of Rule XXIII, on page 181 of the Manual. 

The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman desire the 
rule to beread? The Chair has decided the question of order 

Mr. SPRINGER. This rule provides 

Mr. ATKINS. Does the gentleman appeal from the decision of the 
Chair? If not, I make the point of order that he is out of order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have risen to a question of order 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will please state his question of 
order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. My point is that the House is now in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration of bills 
in that committee, and that clause 4 of Rule XXIII is to govern our 
proceedings. I read that clause: 

In Committees of the Whole House, business on their calendars shall be taken 
up in regular order, except bills for raising revenue, general appropriation bills, 
and bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors, which shall have precedence, 
and when objection is made to the consideration of any bill or proposition, the 
committee shall thereupon rise and report such objection to the House, which shall 
decide, without debate, whether such bill or proposition shall be considered or laid 
aside for the present; whereupon the committee shall resume its sitting without 
further order of the House 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has just decided that if the House 
had resolved itself into Committee of the Whole generally, that rule 
would govern; but when the House has given the committee an order 
the committee must follow that order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The Chair will pardon me for saying that it is 
not in order to move to go into Committee of the Whole for the con 
sideration of a particular bill except by unanimous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. That was a question for the House; the Com- 
mittee of the Whole cannot overrule the action of the Hous: 

Mr. BLOUNT. I demand the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The regular order being demanded, the ques- 
tion is on the motion of the gentleman from Texas, that the commit- 
tee rise. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 68, noes 93. 

Mr. REAGAN. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the motion that the committee rise was not agreed to 

Mr. REAGAN. Can an appeal be taken from the decision of the 
Chair? [Cries of ‘‘Too late!”] 

The CHAIRMAN. Of course it is too late under the rules to take 


But the gentleman from Maryland asks permis- 
I object. 


1 


K to 





an appeal; but the Chair would be well satisfied to have the appeal 
taken and decided. 
Mr. KENNA. 
appeal. 
{r. HARRIS, of Virginia. 


I hope the gentleman from Texas wil! not take an 


I think that under the circumstances, 
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the committee acting under the instruction of the House to consider 
a particular bill, the Chair would have no right to entertain an ap- 
peal. 

Mr. REAGAN. That is the very point of the question. 

Mr. ATKINS. I make the point that it is too late to take an 
appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point is made that the appeal comes too 
late. The Clerk will proceed to read the bill. 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. BR. No. 7101) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
jndicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1862, and 
tor other parposes 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask unanimous consent that the first reading of 
the bill for information be dispensed with. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, after the waste of an hour of precious 
time this morning, I do not feel disposed to make any extended re- 
marks on this bill. If the House will give me its ear, I think I can 
n from three to five minutes, give some idea of the differences be- 
tween the present bill and the law making appropriatiens for the leg- 
slative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the 
current year. 

The estimates for this bill amount to $17,771,857. The bill appro- 
priates $17,181,091. The estimates exceed the appropriations in the 
bill by the sum of $590,766. The appropriations proposed in this bill 
exceed those embraced in the law for the current year by the sum of 
$879,885. The appropriations for the current year aggregate $16,301,- 
205. The increase of $879,885 in the present bill over the appropria- 
tion act for the current year consists principally of increased appro- 
priations for the Internal Revenue Department. For salaries and ex- 
penses of collectors and deputy collectors in that department there 
is an increase of $50,000 ; for salaries of agents and surveyors and their 
expenses, an increase of $400,000; and for dies, paper, and stamps, 
$67,000, aggregating $517,000. 

It is estimated that the internal revenue during the coming year 
vill reach the enormous sum of $135,000,000, requiring additional col- 
ectors, clerks, and other employés of every description and various 
ncreased expenses to collect this additional amount of revenue. 
rhere is a considerable increase of distilleries, tobacco factories, &c. 

Then, sir, the increased expenses of Congress amount to nearly 
$58,000 on account of provision being made for a long session instead 

fashort one. For the independent treasury there is an increase of 
i little over $50,000, of which, however, $50,000 is intended for the re- 
ssue of United States Treasury notes in place of mutilated notes that 
may be brought in. The appropriations for mints are increased 
$23,000. Then there is an increase of $33,000 for expenses of territo- 
rial governments in consequence of the repeal of the former law fix- 
ng the limit of sessions of territorial Legislatures. 

When I was not here during the present session of Congress a bill 
was introduced repealing the act passed a few years ago which required 
only forty days’ session for the Legislative Assembly of each Terri- 
tory, and that time was extended from forty days to sixty days. This 
repeal was secured by reference simply to the section of the Revised 
Statutes,and without any other caption it went to the Senate and in 
he same way was passed there. I venture to say there are not ten men 
n this House to-day who know that law was repealed, but so it was 
that the law was repealed, and by this increase of the sessions of ter- 
ritorial Legislatures from forty days to sixty days there has been an 
nerease of expense of $33,000, which is appropriated for in this bill. 

Then we have increased the Land Office $20,000, and for surveyors- 
veneral and their clerks $15,000. The Pension Office has an increase 
if over fourteen thousand dollars. There is a heavy increase for the 
Patent Office of over thirty-six thousand dollars. We have increased 
the clerical force of the Patent Office thirty-three in number, and we 
have also provided for an increase of clerical force in the Post-Office 
Department of some twenty-eight. Slight increase has been made 
n other respects in the bill. 

There are but three or four salaries in this bill that have been in- 
reased. In the first place, we have created one new ofiice. The officer, 
iowever, was discharging his duties before, but he was paid in a dif- 
ferent way from that which we now provide. We have put upon the 

regular roll what is called a Government actuary. The officer has 
been in existence for several years, but paid out of the appropriation 

wr the standard silver dollar. We now put him on the regular roll 
ita salary of $2,000 a year. He is deemed a necessary officer by the 
Secretary of the Treasury and other oflicers of the Government. 

We have put back the salary of the Auditor of Railroads to $5,000, 
the sum at which it was fixed in the Thurman bill. It was reduced 
to $3,600 in one of the appropriation bills. The committee are satis- 
fied that the duties of that officer are so important to the Govern- 
ment, he having charge of the accounts of the various railroads to 
which the Government has given aid, amounting to over one hun- 

dred million dollars in which the Government is interested in these 
various roads, we feel it is important we should put this man back to 
the former salary for the reason that he is rather an expert than other- | 


wise. We have also given an increased salary to his engineer. His | 


present engineer gets $2,000, and we have increased it to $3,000. For | 
the same reason we have increased the salary of the Auditor of Rail- | 
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roads from $3,600 to $5,000. I believe these are the particu] 


wherein this bill changes the former appropriation bi!] 
increased the salary of the chief clerk of the First Assista 
Post-Office Department, who has been in service for fifty ve : 
began his public service in the same position which he art Hy 
some fifty years ago under General Jackson, and he has been = 
ever since through every successive administration no matte wh m1 
the politics may have been. For that venerable Mr. Marr > — 
provided that his salary shall be $2,500 in the future; and oo 
the only changes. I believe I have stated the material diff — 
between this bill and the present law. ee 

The CHAIRMAN. If no other member desires to addr 
mittee in general discussion the bill will now be re 
for amendment. 


Mr. ATHERTON. If no other member has done so I wish to reserv 
all points of order. — 

The CHAIRMAN. That has already been done. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


ar Points 
We hay, 
Dt of the 


88 the com. 
ad by Paragraphs 


That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of an 
money in the Treasury not_ otherwise appropriated, in full compensation fort 
service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 182, for the objects hereinafter expressed 
namely: —— 

EGISLATIVE. 
Senate : 
For compensation of Senators, $380,000. 
Mr. DIBRELL. I offer an amendment, Mr. Chairman, to 


there, covering the Senate as well as the House. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


rr r 
£0 ip 


After the word “ dollars,” in line 11, insert the following : 

“Provided, That no Senator or Representative in Congress shall be paid his 
monthly salary during any session of Congress until he shall have certified to th. 
Clerk of the Senate or Sergeant-at-Arms of the House that he has not been absent 
from the sittings of the Senate or House during the time for which he demands 
pay, except on account of sickness of himself or family; and all absence, other- 
wise than for sickness, shall be deducted from the monthly pay of said Senator or 
Representative.” 

Mr. ATKINS. I believe that is the law now, but I have no objec- 
tion to the amendment. 

Mr. DIBRELL. The law is they shall not have compensation for 
absence, but this requires the Sergeant-at-Arms or Clerk of the Sen- 
ate to deduct it from their pay. It will save $100,000 a year, as every 
iman knows. ‘ 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I suggest by the terms of that amend- 
ment if a member were absent under the order of the House he 
would have to make the same certificate before he could receive his 
money. 

Mr. DIBRELL. He is doing his duty as a member of Congress 
when absent under the order of the House, and therefore it does not 
apply to him at all. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Will the gentleman amend by saying 
absent by order of the House ? 

Mr. KEIFER. Absent on duty, you mean. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Of course; absent on duty. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Not by leave of the House. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Absent by order of the Honse. 

Mr. CLYMER. The order of the House is the leave of the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That ought to be amended by inserting “ by leav: 
of the House.” 

Mr. DIBRELL. I object to that amendment. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This is substantially the law as it now exists. 
If you make it as stringent as it is here it will not be enforced. Ii 
you intend to let this operate upon members who are habitually ab 
sent, (and I presume that is the intention of it,) it should be worded so 
as to reach their cases; but the House would still have the right to 
grant leave of absence to its members. There are members who with 
the approbation of their constituents could obtain the leave of t! 
House to their temporary absence. That should not be deducted the: 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as to the misuse of the term sickness. That has 
become a great abuse. What is meant by sickness? What is to 
understood as covering that term? When we have acall of the House 
at nights the excuses given for absent members would seem to indi 
cate that three-fourths of our members are under the care of pays 
cians. The term sickness is entirely too loose and indefinite to app! 
to such a case as this; but to put in the words ‘‘ by leave of te 
House” it would apply to all cases of habitual absence, because those 
members who are habitually absent are not supposed to be absent! 
leave of the House except in case of sickness. As worded now 
seems to me the amendment is too indefinite to reach those perso”s 
whom it is contemplated to reach by the amendment. ai 

Mr. DIBRELL. I do not think, Mr. Speaker, that any member of 
the Senate or House would certify on honor that he was sick wh ? 
he was simply at home attending to private business. That, of course, 
would have to be left to the honor of the member himself. It wou 
depend entirely upon his honor in any event. a Sia 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Suppose some member of his family 
dangerously ill, and his absence is enforced in that way, would it | 
right to deduct his pay under those circumstances ? ‘ben be 

Mr. DIBRELL. Any member can get leave of absence wien ™ 
wants it. That fact is well known here. niin Sita 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend the original proposition ye 
serting “except by a leave of the Howe of which he is a memvyer. 





Cy» 








l. 


rhe CHAIRMAN. The resolution will be read as it is proposed to 
e amended. a : 
rhe Clerk read as follows: 

| That no Senator or Representative in Congressshall be paid his monthly 
“pg any session of Congress until he shall have certified to the Secretary 
Senate and Sergeant-at-Arms ef the House that he has not been absent from 
aa of the Senate or House during the time for which he demands pay, 
~ oecount ef sickness of himself or family or by leave of the House of 
‘ico member; and all absence otherwise than as specified shall be de- 

, the monthly pay of said Senator or Representative. 


fy DIBRELL. The amendment suggested by my colleague was 


vier of the House,” because he can get leave of the House, and 
«ould enable him to draw his pay as if he were present attend- 





a 


+ to is duty. . om 
ir \THERT¢ IN. Itshould be soamended asto specify “ by order 
“sho House, and on official business ;” and I suggest that amend- 


The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment already pending. 

Mr. KEIFER. I desire,Mr. Chairman, to make an inquiry, whether 
. ig proper to make a point of order against an amendment to a 
nding amendment toa bill? If so, then I make the point of order 
CHUL, OF . ® 

“sat the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 

<pRINGER] is not in order, because it changes existing law. The 
mendment offered by the gentleman from Tennessee I do not think is 
nbiect to that objection. It does not change existing law, althoigh 

‘ye other amendment, I submit, does: and I wish the Clerk to read 
tion 40 of the Revised Statutes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Secretary of the Senate and the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House, respect- 

elv. shall deduct from the monthly payments of each Member or Delegate the 

mount of his salary for each day that he has been absent from the Senate or 

‘Jouse, respectively, unless such Member or Delegate assigns as the reason for 

h absence the sickness of himself or of some member of his family. 


ach 
AsI suggested to my colleague from Tennessee, that 


st 


Mr. ATKINS. 
3 the law as it now exists. 

Mr. KEIFER. Now, the amendment of the gentleman from Illi- 

jis would change this existing law, as it exempts from the operas 
-ion of that section of the statute all persons who are absent by leave 


ithe House. Therefore I think it changes existing law, and in that 


ew it cannot be said to be in the interest of economy either. I like 
e original amendment. 


Mr. BAKER. I do not like any of these amendments. They will 


ot accomplish anything. If men are sent here by the people to rep- 
esent them who have not a sufficient sense of moral responsibility 
to attend to their public duties and look after the public business en- 
trusted to them, you cannot throw any drag-net around them to 
ring them in. Your proposed legislation is a skimmer that will not 
hold water. 
The only effect will be this: it is the duty under the law of the 
ounting officers in making up the accounts of members to deduct 
iorallabsence. The statute provides that no pay shall be allowed 
therefor. That is the existing law, and yet it is inoperative; it can- 
t bedone, The accounting officers cannot comply with it. The 
nly way in which they can do it is to require every member before 
e draws a dollar to give from day to day a certificate, on his honor, 
ua blank piece of paper that he has not been absent, and that he 
uas been here all the time attending to his duties in accordance with 
ue law, These amendments would have no effect to prevent ab- 
enteeism. They would not reach that class of members who are 
relict in their duties. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that unless you can 
require a certificate in every case, or unless you can so provide that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms may not pay to a member a single dollar until 
® presents a certificate covering the case, the law amounts to noth- 
ug in the way of addition to what we have already upon the statute- 
oks, And if youdo put it in that way, if you make it as stringent 
s you please, it will result simply in this: that the member who 
appens to be poor, as the most of us probably are on this floor, 
‘ho cannot certify from day to day, as he would be required to do, 
ud yet who is attending to his public duties faithfully, is de- 
rived of his pay although in fact the man who is habitually absent 
‘ay escape the results by technical privileges extended by the 
VU, 
_ {ue CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the amendment proposed by 
“ seatieman from Illinois simply creates another exemption which 
t how authorized by law, and that therefore to that extent it 
‘nges existing law and certainly is not in the line of retrench- 
‘ut, and is therefore out of order. 
alr, DIBRELL, Mr. Chairman, I do not intend to take up the time 
“ Committee with the discussion of this proposition. It seems 
.. mple enough. It does not apply to members who are here in 
» caarge of their duties or temporarily absent for a brief time 
Fa aa at the Departments here in the interest of their con- 
Wr Raro 
— BAKER. Let me ask the gentleman a question. How can the 
‘ peant-at-Arms know whether a man is here or not unless he has 
ve Dungatg of that man? 
m ree ea provides the member shall certify; and no 
Mr. ROBINSON Nc nomay to his duties will object to that. 
present in the Hous relieve it is the business of the members to be 
ance with tha: mae and the practice of a good many is in accord- 
wmsy Theory. but suppose it should happen that some 


at 
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gentleman who is hero every single day of the session should have 
occasion, after the House is called to order, to step down to one of the 
Departn.ents on some business as much official as his serving here, 
then he cannot come back and sign his name to a statement he has 
been here during the sittings of that day. He will withhold, if an 
honest man, putting his name to such a certificate, thereby forfeiting 
the amount of the pay for that day’s service. 

You are attempting to throw a net around the men who will decline 
to make a false statement, who will be so conscientious about it that 
they will not certify to their being here unless they are actually in 
their seats the whole time. And, besides, they will be very careful 


not to sign something that can be tortured into a misstatement. On 
the other hand, gentlemen who will be absent from their duty in this 


House, disregarding the duty they owe to their constituents, will in 


some way avoid the effect of any such certificate as that, and will 
draw their pay, much to our chagrin, perhaps. 

I submit the law is sufficient now as it stands, and I hope we will 
not attempt to legislate upon this in an appropriation bill in this 
hasty way without consideration, cutting we do not know where, hit- 
ting ourselves where we should not be hit. There is not a fall House 
now in this Committee of the Whole. I fancy that in the city of Wash- 
ington at this moment there will be found gentlemen on the streets 
or at the hotels who have been here this morning. There seem to be 
a good many vacant chairs. Where will you draw the lines} It 
seems to me this would lead to absurd consequences and to matters 
that would annoy gentlemen that are herein good faith from day to 
day attending to their duties. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to strike out the last word. I agree 
with what the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ROBINSON] and 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] have said. We cannot 
make good Representatives by legislation. Every man who is here 
represents his constituents, and is responsible to them for the dis 
charge of his duty. Legislative duty is not confined to sitting 
always in the close air of this Hall, nor does it consist merely in being 
always here to vote ay or no upon apy or every proposition. It in- 
cludes the whole range of political reflection, of political investiga- 
tion, and political action. Representatives often, when time and 
occasion presses, wish to investigate subjects which cannot be inves- 
tigated in the immediate presence of this House. They often are re- 
quired to have intercourse with officials, and todischarge oflicial duties 
in other places. To themselves and to their own sense of propriety, 
and to their responsibility to their constituents, must this question 
be finally left. Do not deceive yourselves, gentlemen. You cannot 
make good Representatives by direct legislation, nor enforce personal 
duty by parliamentary resolves. The constituents of the gentleman 
from Tennessee or those of my venerable friend from Georgia [ Mr, 
STEPHENS | may prefer to have him here for one day in the week than 
not to have him at all, or to have me or anybody else here every day 
in the week. To them let this question be referred, and let them act 
upon it at each recurring election, as is provided by the Constitution 
of their country. 

I withdraw the formal amendment. 

Mr. ATHERTON. If in order, I would like to offer an amendment 
to the amendment, the other having been ruled out of order. I would 
add after the words ‘‘except on account of sickness of himself or 
family ” the words “ or on official business.” 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, we ought to do something to pre- 
vent the absenteeism which has been the fruitful source of spend- 
ing a great deal of unnecessary time in attempts todo the business 
of the House. Men have been absent for the purpose of attempting 
to procure public office elsewhere. They have been absent in Eu- 
rope two or three months at atime. Should they be paid for the 
time they were away on business of that kind, pertaining to their own 
private interests? Or should they be paid for the time they have 
spent abroad in seeking pleasure or in seeking something other than 
what the public interest demanded? If they are in the city attend- 
ing at the Departments to business of their constituents, in accord- 
ance with the language of the amendment I have proposed they can 
certify upon their honor that they were still attending to the busi- 
ness for which their constituents had sentthem. But if they are not 
absent either by reason of the sickness of themselves or of sickness 
in their families, or upon the business of their constituents, they are 
robbing the people of the money they pretend to earn. 

We have been here from time to time, staying long periods, attempt- 
ing to get a quorum, attempting to do the public business for which 
we are sent here, and our efforts have been neutralized and de- 
stroyed because men saw fit to stay away, either for their own pleas- 
ure or their private business, or because they saw fit to spend their 
time about the streets or in the public places of this city when they 
ought to be here attending to the business of their constituents. 

I hope this amendment in some shape or other may prevail, and 
that we shall either have the benefit of the presence of the repre- 
sentatives of the people, or that the people shall not be compelled to 
pay for services that are not rendered. 

Mr. ATKINS. Let us now have a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed to the amendment by the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. 
ATHERTON. } 

Mr. DIBRELL. 


I will accept that amendment asa portion of m°z#, 
if Iam permitted. 
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The CHAIRMAN. That isthe gentle ’ ht. The amendment 
vill be read as now moditied 

The Clerk read as follows 

Provided, That no Senator « hr presentative in I e8 i paid his 
monthly salary during any session of Congress until he shall have ertified to the 
Secretary of the Senate or Sergeant-at-Arms of the House that has not been 


absent from the sittings of the Senate or House during the tin 
mands pay, except on account of sickness of himself or family 


ness; and allabsence otherwise than specified hal deducts 


pay of said Senator or Representatiy 
Mr. ROBESON. I desire to make a parliamentary 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state if 
Mr. ROBESON. If this amendment prevails w 
for any more than the present month ? 
The CHAIRMA N The Chair does not think that i parllament- 
ary inquiry. ; . 
Mr. ROBESON. I wanted to know whether this is demagoging 
for a month only, or whether it is demagoging for a whole year. 


Mr. ATHERTON. In my opinion, if there had been such a law as 
this so many members would not hav been at home look! 1g for Sen- 


atorships. : 
Mr. ROTHWELL. I desire to offer an amendment 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 
The Clerk read the amendment, which was to add 
Provided, That all members shall be allowed an offset for nig 


sessions of Congress 

Mr. REED. Gentlemen certainly will not object 
ment. 

Mr. DIBRELL. I raise the point of order on that amendn 
it changes existing law 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tenne ssee I desire to make a parliamentary in- 
quiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Is it not obnoxious to a point of order 
to offer an amendment which will facilitate the absence of members? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will decide that point when it is 
raised. The Chair rules that the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. ROTHWELL] is not in order. 

Mr. McCOOK. Dol understand the Chair to rule the amendment 
out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does, because it changes existing law 
and does not retrench expenditures. 

Mr. McCOOK. I should like to hear the gentleman from Missouri 
on that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. DIBRELL] as modified. 

The amendment was not agreed to, upon a division, ayes 20, noes 
not counted. 

The Clerk read the following, under the heading “ House of Rep- 
resentatives: ”’ 

he } 


For one electrician, $1,150; and one laborer, $800 


Mr. STONE. I move to amend by inserting after the paragraph 
just read that which I send to the Clerk’s desk 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And all engineers and others who are engaged in the heating and ventilating 
the House shall be subject to the orders and in all respects under the direction of 
the Architect of the Capitol 

Mr. ATKINS. That is already the law It was enacted in the last 
legislative appropriation bill. 

Mr. STONE. It is not in this bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. It has been left out of this bill, but it is the law. 

Mr. STONE. I understand that every provision of the last appro- 
priation bill does not remain permanently the law 

Mr. ATKINS. Very well; let it go in, then 

Mr. STONE. It has been suggested by the Architect of the Capi- 
tol that there might be some question about the matter if the provis- 
ion was not contained in this bill. It is desirable that this branch 
of the service should be under his directions 

Mr. ATKINS. No matter; let it go in. 

The CHAIRMAN. If it does not change existin 
subject to a point of order. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I want to move an amendment tothe 
amendment. 

Mr. BAKER. I ask the Clerk to read the text of the last appro- 
priation bill upon this point, in order that the committee may deter- 
mine whether or not it is a continuing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman send it up to the Clerk’s 
desk ? 

Mr. BAKER. I have it here; my impression is that itis nota con- 
tinuing law. 

Mr. STONE. That is my judgment about it, and that is the reason 
I have moved this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the provision of the last 
appropriation bill upon this subject. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And the electrician, together with everything pertaining to the electrical ma- 
chinery and apparatus, and all laborers and others connected with the lighting, 
heating, and ventilating the House, shall be subject exclusively to the orders and 
in all os under the direction of the Architect of the Capitol, subject to the 
eontrol of the Speaker ; and no removal or appointment shall be made except with 


g law, it is not 
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his approval. And all engineers and others who are 
tilating the House shall be subject to the orders, and in all resnect 5 
rection, of the Architect of the Capitol, subject to the contro! ‘ Mm h 
no removal or appointment shall be made ex¢ ept with his ere 


@gaged in heating 
ets under t 

he Spea 
. ecietuaeigs : “pproval. — 
Mr. A I KINS. I think it 1s mere surplusage in this bi]! 

ee ee illinois. a ask the gentleman from Mich; 
, NEj t I the wora hereaiter, so that it may 
manently the law. 

Mr. CLYMER. I sugg: 
the last appropriation bill. 

Mr. STONE. I will do so. 

Mr. ATKINS. It has been decided by the courts that pDpr 
tion billisalaw. At the end of every appropriation } lis. 

vision “that all acts or parts of acts inconsistent or it nfl 

the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.” = 
| Mr. STONE, understand there have been different 
will adopt the suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsylya, 
| CLYMER ] and move as an amendment the provision of i 


ye 


st to the yeutlemat 
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lative appropriation bill on this subject, with the 
word “ hereafter ” after the first word *‘ and,” soth 
tinuing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the 
oltered. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


insertior 


titmav} 
vb iltmay }h 
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And hereafter the electrician, together with everything pertai; eas 
trical machinery and apparatus, and all laborers and others connec ted 1 
lighting, heating, and ventilating the House, shall be subject exclusive) ¢ 
ders and in all respects under the direction of the Architect of the ( init a 
the control of the Speaker; and no removal or appointment shall ba maja... 
with his approval. And all engineers and others who are engaged in heati; 
ventilating the House shall be subject to the orders, and in all respects »; 
direction, of the Architect of the Capitol, subject to the control of 
and no removal or appointment shall be made except with his appr 


1e amendment was ogreed to 


Tk ‘ 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the { 
KE 


or Botanic Garden: For pay of superintendent, $1,600; for 
Garden and greenhouses, and laborers, under the direction of the 
of Congress, $9,900 ; in all, $11, 500 

For improving the garden, procuring manure 
chasing trees and shrubs, under the direction of th 
30,000 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to offer an amendment w 
will not be objected to by the Committee on Appropriat 
after the paragraph just read that which I send to the ( 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And all such shrubs and plants as shall be propagated at 
and nurseries of the Government in excess of what may be req 
the public grounds shall be distributed in the congressional distr 
States 

Mr. MILLS. Under a former law the superintendent at one ct 
gardens held that he was prohibited from distributing to citizens 
the United States the excess of plants and shrubs propagated by hin 
He has informed me that in the propagation of those plants and 
shrubs for the adornment of the public grounds in this city he neces 
sarily raises more than there is any use for in those grounds. My 
amendment provides only that as regards the excess of such shrul 
and plants as may not be wanted here he may be permitted, on ap- 
plication of members of Congress when their constituents write fo: 
them, to send them out through the country. I think the Committe: 
on Appropriations will have no objection to this amendment 

Mr. ATKINS. Is it broad enough to include both public gardens 

Mr. MILLS. It says “all the greenhouses and nurseries of the G 
ernment.” 

Mr. HAWLEY. I should like a little more information as to th 
bearing of this amendment. The gentleman from Texas has prob: 
ably considered its effect; but I would prefer to provide that the 
gardens shall cultivate only what is necesssary for the public grouné 
unless in certain special cases where there may be some new deve. 
opment that will be of general use to the country; and that would 
most properly come under the direction of the Agricultural Depat 
ment, which devotes itself largely to such subjects. I ama i 
jealous of starting out upon a new line of expenditure. The shrubs 
and plants cultivated in the Botanic Garden and other Governmet 
gardens are, to a large extent, different in no sense from those ris 
in private nurseries and gardens. People can buy them in their 
localities. But if you begin the distribution of such plants ™ 
shrubs to the public, the demand upon each member will gradua 
increase, and he will be expected to send out, in addition to pubs 
documents, enough of these flowers and plants to supply the pre 
garden of every man in his district with all sorts of pleasant © 
pretty shrubs and flowers. a i 

If the Government is to go to any expense in the cultivates 
plants, &c., not needed for the public grounds, it should be only: 
the direction of developing new and useful plants for agrice\” 
and other purposes. Apart from that, the Botanic Garden and sit 
ilar gardens belonging to the Government should be devoted toral 
ing only what may be necessary for the public grounds. ion + 
willing to begin a new course of distribution not specially ™ 
interest of science. 

Mr. MILLS. I think the gentleman from Connecticut 
LEY] misunderstands the object of this amendment. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Quite likely. 
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Mr. MILLS. The Superintendent of Pub] ic Buildings and Grounds, 
who is @ salaried officer, has placed under his control a certain num- 
her of laborers, and he is required to propagate a certain amount of 
Ajowers and plants for the adornment of the public grounds. In order 
+o insure the necessary quantity—say five hundred roses—he must 
plant propably enough to raise under favorable circumstances 1,500, 
He must make allowance for the possibility of heavy losses. Ina 
eee year the whole 1,500 may live; in an unfortunate year two- 
thirds may die. Now this amendment does not involve the extra ex- 
nense of a single cent. It simply provides that when, for instance, 
+ axe is an excess of roses raised, they shall not be thrown away, but 
-e ehere are, Say, five hundred extra roses they shall be distributed 
thro gh members of Congress to the people. It is only the excess be- 
ond the demands of the public grounds that will be used in this way. 
"Mr. HAWLEY. My impression is that if an amendment of this kind 
should be adopted, it might become the rule hereafter to raise a large 
excess of these plants and flowers in the Government establishments 
+o oratify the demands of our constituents. 

Mr. MILLS. The only question is whether, when there is an excess 
raised in these gardens, it shall be thrown away or distributed among 
the eople. ; , : 

Mr. McGOWAN. In reference to this matter I desire to say that 
in pursuance of a resolution of the House the Committee on Agricult- 





re has, through a sub-committee, made investigations concerning | 


this subject, and will be able very soon to report upon the whole 
question of 
ernment. At the suggestion of the Superintendent of Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, who has charge of what is known as the monu- 
mental garden, the committee are likely to recommend that the whole 
matter of the distribution of plants and flowers be taken away from 
him: that he be entirely relieved of the annoyance and trouble of the 
matter, and that all the gardens be concentrated under one superin- 
tendent. I trust no amendment with reference to this subject will 
be adopted until that report can be heard by the House. 

Mr. ATKINS. I supposed the investigation referred to had refer- 
ence simply to the Agricultural Department. 

Mr. McGOWAN. Not at all; but to all the gardens under the care 
of the Government—the Botanic Garden, the Agricultural Garden, 
and the gardens of our public buildings and grounds. 

Mr. ATKINS. It is my impression that the Botanic Garden is not 


under the management of the Agricultural Department. I believe | 


there is one garden under the direction of the Committee on the 
Library and one under the direction of the War Department. 


Mr. McGOWAN. The gentleman will allow me to state that under | 


the resolution of the House the Committee on Agriculture was charged 
with the investigation of the whole subject pertaining to all these 
gardens. 
~ Mr. ATKINS. I was not aware of that. 
Mr. McGOWAN. That is the fact. The investigation is nearly 
completed ; and the committee will very soon be ready to report. 
Mr. ATKINS. When did that resolution pass? 
Mr. McGOWAN. At the last session of Congress. 


Mr. ATKINS. I have no objection at all; but I was about to say | 
in regard tothe amendment of the gentleman from Texas that its | 


object, as I understand, is not to increase the production of these 
shrubs, plants, flowers, &c., but simply to distribute the excess among 
the citizens of the United States after the distribution has been made 


for the usual purposes here in Washington. For my own part, I | 


desire to say that if I had the power I would cut up this whole sys- 
tem, root and branch. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The gentleman hardly seemsto have comprehended 
me. I feared that the necessary, the direct, the natural result of this 
amendment might be a demand for an excess every year; so that 
those in charge of the botanic and other gardens would calculate 
that they must provide an excessabove the needs of the public grounds 
in Washington, because members would be crying out for these plants 
and flowers for distribution to their constituents. 

Mr. MILLs’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FORT. I ask the chairman of the committee having this bill 


botanical and other gardens now belonging to the Gov- | 





The Clerk read as follows: 


For compensation to the following in the office of the President of the United 
States: Private secretary, 83,250; assistant secretary, $2,250; two executive clerks, 
at $2,000 each; stenographer, $1,800; one clerk class one clerk < 
telegraph operator, $1,400; one clerk class 1; steward, at 31,800 
$1,400; one day-usher at $1,200; five messengers, at $1,200 each ; two doorkes 
at $1,200 each; one night-usher, $1,200; one watchman, $900; and one firen 
in all, $32,864. 

Mr. ATKINS. I offer the following amendment 

After line 380 insert 


‘‘For the construction of an elevator in the Executive Mansion, 350 
immediately available.’ 





one day-usher ¢ 





to be 


I offer that amendment, Mr. Speaker, by direction of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Thatamount will not build an elevator. 

Mr. MILLS. I make the point of order on the amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. I am aware that it is subject to the point of order, 
but it has been urged on the part of a good many gentlemen, and I 
will not say the solicitation has been contined to the republicans. It 
has been urged by democrats as well as republicans that this elevator 
should be put in the Executive Mansion. It will be for the conve- 
nience of the inmates and I do not expect the republicans always to 
occupy that place. I am hopefulin four years from now we will have 
a good chance for it. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the point of order is insisted upon the amend- 
ment must be ruled out. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. If they have no better success than they have 
had for twenty years it will be a long time before my friends get into 
the White House. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Ifthe point of order is insisted upon the amend- 


| ment must be ruled out. 





in charge to permit me to go back. In a moment I will explain why | 


I make the request. 

Mr. ATKINS. Very well, I will withhold my objection until the 
gentleman has made his statement. 

Mr. FORT. I was called out of the House, and not present when 
the part of the bill to which I wish to move an amendment was 
passed. I have here a resolution reported from the Committee on 
Accounts of this House in which they recommend the payment of 


one month’s pay to Charles Demar, a former employé of this House, 
and a disabled soldier. 


Mr. ATKINS. It will be proper to amend the deficiency bill in that | 


particular as it is in the nature of a deficiency, but you cannot put 
it = this bill for it would be out of order. 

om FORT. as think the proper place would be in this bill. 

ue CLYMER, You would not get it paid until next year. 

. r. AT KINS. Is it for services already rendered ? 

= FORT. Yes, sir. 

ATKINS. Then it is not germane to this bill. 

t. BAKER. It belongs to the deficiency bill. 


oft ATKINS. And when that bill comes up the gentleman can 
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Mr. ATKINS. I withdraw it if the point of order is insisted upon. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Second Comptroller of the Treasury 

For Second Comptroller of the Treasury, $5,000 ; de puty comptroller, $2,700 ; five 
chiefs of division at $2,100 each; eight clerks of class 4; twelve clerks of class 3; 
thirteen clerks of class 2; twelve clerks of class 1; three clerks at $1,000 each; 
nine clerks at $900 each ; one messenger and three laborers, in all, $98,320 

Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend, in line 496 to strike out 
“five” and insert ‘‘ six,” so it will read “ six chiefs of division ;” and 
in line 497 to strike out “ eight” and insert “seven,” so it will read 
‘‘seven clerks of class 4.” 

Mr. ATKINS. I make the point of order on that amendment 

Mr. CARPENTER. It is subject to the point of order. 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, and I make it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. It seems to me if the facts in this case were 
understood the committee would agree to this amendment 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope it will not be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will contine the gentleman to the 
point of order; but he is making an appeal to the gentleman from 
Tennessee to withdraw the point of order. 

Mr. ATKINS. There isso little time I cannot give way. I submit 
the point of order, and the Chair must decide it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair of course is bound to sustain the 
point of order and rule the amendment out. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For ice, buckets, file-holders, book-rests, labor, clocks and repairs of the aame, 
and for care of grounds, $17,500 ; $10,000 of this sum to be expended for metallic 
shelving and file-holders in the Second Auditor's Office 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to strike out the word “ metallic.” It is 
unnecessary and will entail more cost than is desired. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ATKINS. I neglected to state, Mr. Chairman, in my opening 
remarks upon this bill that we have provided an increase of salary 
for the assistant treasurer at Boston of $500. I deem it due to the 
House that I should now make that statement. That is an additional 
officer whose salary we have increased. It is liable to the point of 
order if any one makes it; but Ido not think the point of order shonk 
be made as Iam satisfied and the committee are satisfied that officer 
isnot now sufliciently paid for the responsible duties imposed upon him. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Does not the statute provide $5,000 ! 

Mr. ATKINS. It did, but it has been repealed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Office of the Director : 
Salaries: For Director, $4,500; examiner, $2,300 ; computer, $2,200; assayer, $2,200 


3.) 


adjuster of accounts, $2,000; one clerk of class 3; one clerk of class 2; two clerks 
of class 1; one translator, $1,200 ; one messenger ; one copyist, $900; one laborer; 
making, in all, the sum of 2 








Mr. PAGE, I move in line 924, after the word ‘ dollars,” to insert 
“for an experienced and practical assayer, $2,200.” 

Mr. ATKINS. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. BAKER. I suggest the phraseology should be to insert after 
the word “dollars” the words “who shall be a practical and experi- 
enced assayer.” 

Mr. PAGE. I accept that as a modification of my amendment 

The amendment, as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. ATKINS. The hour has nearly arrived when the New Hamp- 
shire delegation desire to have the obsequies of their deceased col- 
league, and therefore I move, in order that may be accomplished, that 
the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
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Mr. BRIGGS. 
of announcing to this House the death of my colleague, EVARTs W. 
FARR, which occurred at his home in Littleton on the 30th of Novem- 
It was my sad privilege to be with him when he passed 
away. He died as he had lived, with the heroism of a noble man- 
hood born of hope and faith. 

It is no vain tribute of 
her noble and gallant son. As a member of this House, I submit he 
was universally respected both by political friends and foes. But it 
is not merely an excellent Representative at the National Capitol that 
New Hampshire mourns in the death of Major Farr. Among those 
who pressed eagerly to the front when an imperiled nation called her 
sons to her rescue, this man was the pride of our State, and under the 
lag with which we draped that hearse at Littleton he earned the im- 
perishable gratitude of our people. 

Evarts W. FArR was born at Littleton on the 10th of October, 
1-40. He belonged to one of the best families of our State. His father, 

honored member of the legal profession, survives him. Mr. FARR 
was one of eight children, and his early advantages were those of the 
typical New England country lad. He pursued his academic course 
it Thetford, Vermont, where he was graduated with honors, and 
went thence to college. Frank, earnest, and intelligent, the charac- 
of the boy gave true promise of the man. What might have been 
his fortune had he been permitted quietly to pursue his studies, we 
cannot tell. Destiny had assigned him a part in astupendous drama, 
which was to startle Christendom. In that drama he peformed his 
part gloriously and well; and like many other young Americans of 
that eventful period, he leaped to distinction before he had reached 
the age of manhood. 

At the breaking out of the war young FARR was a member of Dart- 
mouth College. With characteristic decision, he turned his back upon 

ollege and his face to the field. He was the first man to enter the 

service from the town of Littleton, from which he enlisted in the First 
New Hampshire Volunteers. He served continuously from April 20, 
1-61, to June 4, 1865. 

Soon after he entered the service he joined the New Hampshire Sec- 
ond; was appointed a lieutenant June 4, 1861; he was promoted to 
the rank of captain January 1, 1 
pany G his right arm at the battle of Williamsburgh, Virginia, May 
», 1562, , one of the most gallant and distinguished in 
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the service, was then one of the four constituting General Hooker’s | 


original brigade. 
As soon as his wound permitted he returned to the field, and Sep- 
r, 1862, was promoted to rank of major in the New Hampshire 
Eleventh. After fighting with distinguished gallantry at Fredericks- 


teml 


Le 


burgh, Major Farr went with his regiment to the West, and partici- | 


pated in the siege and capture of Vicksburgh. After the capture he 
vent with General Sherman to attack General Johnston at 
Jackson, Mississippi, and during the remainder of the war served on 
ourt-martial duty, most of the time as judge-adv ocate. 
Unquestionably his employment on court-martial duty during all 
the latter part of the war alone prevented his high promotion in the 
ne. As it was, his ca r was an exceptionally brilliant 
nd successful one. In many of the severest engagements of the war 
e won golden laurels. In the action at Fredericksburgh it was my 
r him, and no veteran of a hundred battles could 
shown a statelier, loftier heroism. There was a touch of chiv- 
in his nature, and he was then of the age when this spirit is at 
. His patriotism was not lost in the effervescent spirit of 
the cavalier ; he had devotion as well as courage. Nor was his courage 
of that lower order, derived from excitement. It had nothing to do 
with rashness nor frenzy. He was cool, patient, and determined. It 
was the courage of Ney rather than that of Murat. In the fiercest and 
most disheartening tight he was never known to lose his self-com- 
mand, This, with his quick decision and soldierly intuition, combined 
to make him aman of wonderful resources. In action or in any grave 
and responsible situation he never was “ at his wit’s end.’ 
Another trait of a great soldier was his fortitude, his power of en- 
durance. ‘“ No pain,” writes an officer who was long and most inti- 
mate with him, “‘ no pain that he suffered could bring a moan, no toil 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to perform the melancholy duty 


respect New Hampshire would fain pay to 


862, and while in command of com- | 
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he encountered could dismay him, the longest and hardest mas 

| ever made could not bring a word of complaint from his ]j “+7 
In the fight between Hooker’s and Longstreet’s divisions, t W 

iamsburgh F'arr’s coolness and endurance came out in ful] Sowe: , 
fight was close, hot, and prolonged to the verge of human onde Ta 
| It rained hard, and the sufferings of the men were terrible ~— 

seemed imbued with the spirit of a multitude. He demeaned ra 

self through that weary, bloody day in a manner never to be oe 

ten by those to whom it was known. His valor was equaled on). }.. 

| his equanimity. Only breaking ranks, only the signs oj vieldin, 

could provoke his impatience. Just at the close of that terrible de 

| he received the shot which made his empty sleeve, thencefort] Le 

| badge of honor. - 
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Vhat a tell-tale thing is an empty sleeve. 

. . . * 

It tells in a silent tone to all, 

Of a country’s need, anda country’s call 

Of a kiss and a tear for child and wife, 

And a hurried march for a nation’s life 

It tells of a battle-field of gore, 

Of the saber’s clash, of the cannon’s roar 

Of the deadly charge, of the bugle’s note 

Of a gurgling sound in a freeman’s throat, 

Of the whizzing grape, of the fiery shell, 

Of a scene which mimics the scenes of hell 
‘Though it points to a myriad wounds and scars, 
Yet it tells that a flag of stripes and stars, 

In God's own chosen time will take 

Each place of the rag with the rattle-snake ; 
And it points to a time when that flag will wave 
O’er a land where there breathes no cowering slave. 
rill this very hour, who could ere believe 
What a tell-tale thing is an empty sleeve— 
What a weird, queer thing, is an empty sleeve ? 





His tastes were essentially military, and he brought to his duties jy 
the field that energy and fixedness of purpose which characterized 
the man in all he undertook. He mastered the science of the camp 
and field in an incredibly short time, and, young as he was, became a 
recognized authority therein. He wasa strict disciplinarian, thorough 
and exact in all his duties, and requiring the same of others. But he 
was full of considerate kindness to his men, to whom he endeared him- 
self as the friend of all. 

Prompt, brave, and responsible, he was ever at the post of duty; 
and in those evil days there marched not under the flag a hero of 
more dauntless courage, a devotee of more unfaltering faith than 
EVARTS W. FARR. 

At the close of the war he embraced the profession of the law an 
at once became one of the most promising members of the New Hamp- 
shire bar. An ardent and stirring republican, he also came early to 
the front in the politics of our State. He held, successively, the posi- 
tions of assistant assessor and assessor of his internal revenue district, 
solicitor of Grafton County, and a member of the governor’s council. 
To the latter position he was handsomely elected in a district whic! 
had always been strongly democratic; and in this, as later, in 
two congressional canvasses, his popularity was abundantly demon- 
strated. Hedid credit to every place he held, and his election to the 
Forty-sixth, and his re-election to the Forty-seventh Congress, were 
| only in the natural course of his ascendant fortune. Of his career in 

this House, so sadly and so early closed, I will not speak. That ] 
leave to others. His record is familiar to you all. Is if not one of 
| promise ? 





His memory long will live, alone 

In all our hearts, as mournful light 
That broods above the fallen sun, 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 

Of the character of the deceased I propose to offer few words other 
than those I have already spoken. His was an open, generous, sa- 
guine, earnest nature—such an one as “he who runs may read.” Were 
I fully to express my own admiration for the man, I should be sus- 
pected of intemperate speech. My acquaintance with him began! 
the Army, where we were comrades together, and from that time out 
friendship was fast. He was instinct with generous and kindly im- 
pulses which endeared him to his friends and bound them to him 
bonds of the strongest affection. Naturally in such a character there 
was that which inspired his foes with respect, and however he might 
dislike, no man could despise EVARTS W. FARR. 

Like all of us, the man had his faults; yet he had no promine 
defects, and I never knew a man whose faults counted for less as 
against the general strength and purity of his character. I have! ad 
much to say of his earnestness, for this I conceive was the leading 

factor of his strength. He was ready to take up any duty that ’) 
before him, and to attack it with firm and sincere purpose. He fol- 
lowed a purpose with his whole souland did nothing by halves. This 
element of his character, together with his versatility, implied large 
possibilities. He was a young man, and with length of oye = . 
have accomplished that of which all that he had done was bus ® 
hint. Onthe whole, his character was solid, well-rounded, and 8} » 
| metrical; without grotesque or brilliant eccentricities, he wasa Ve. 
positive force. ee 
The immediate cause of his death was a sudden and vielen 
tack of typhoid pneumonia. Overwork had induced extreme oa 
and his system had little power of resistance. His generat | aks 
had been blighted in the Army, and. his empty sleeve was not t 

' only sad remembrance, not the only legacy of woe 





that he brought 











» southern fields. A post mortem examination disclosed the 
' hronic disease, which at best must ere long have proved 


zence of ( 
domestic relations he commanded the strongest affection. 
uw. wil] not lift the veil from that circle of crushed hearts. There is 


+ which should be respected. There is a supreme sorrow, as one 


7 There was dole in Astolat. 

\faior FARR was a great favorite in our State, and his name will be 
ye those Whom New Hampshire delighted to honor. He was 
llant soldier, a promising young statesman, and a noble, 
an. We bespeak your respect for his memory as something 
sroudly and gratefully cherish. 


t amon 
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BLAND. Mr. Speaker, death has again visited these gilded 
- and removed from our Chamber one of our most worthy and 
é¢o] members. Itis not my purpose to give a history of the de- 

<i. but I shall confine myself to a few outlines that marked his 
life Major EvARTS W. Farr was born at Littleton, New Hampshire, 
Hotober 10, 1840. We learn that at the early age of twelve he struck 
ont for himself, and by industry and hard toil procured the means 
+» hig livelihood and education. He graduated at Thetford (Ver- 
mont) Academy, and entered Dartmouth College with the class of 
int. But that patriotic ardor and devotion to his country and to 
that always characterized him caused him to leave college 
»d volunteer as a soldier in the Union Army. He enlisted in 1861. 
Por his bravery he was promoted through various grades to the rank 
of major. While with Fighting Joe Hooker’s brigade he lost his 
right arm in the battle of Williamsburgh, in May, 1862. Notwith- 


standing the loss of his arm by amputation he continued in the Army, 
spd served with a major’s commission, participating in the battles of 
Vicksburgh, Jackson, Mississippi, and various other engagements, 
intil he was appointed judge-advocate, the duties of which office he 
nerformed with marked distinction. After the war was over he com- 
menced the practice of law at his home in New Hampshire. Asa 
wldier Major FARR was courageous, true to his country, never falter- 
1 where duty called. To his soldiers he was kind and considerate, 
igh exacting in the performance of every command. 
r, Speaker, it was not my fortune to know Major Farr person- 
iJly till I met him in the Committee on Pensions. I shall never for- 
et the first time Imet him in committee-room. The chairman called 
ver the names of the committee for reports. None were ready ex- 
ept Major Farr. When his name was called he brought forward a 
irge list of bills with accompanying papers and his reports. He 
gan sorting out his reports dexterously with one hand. I then 
e first time noticed he had lost hisright arm; but it seemed to 
that this was no embarrassment to him, for he selected his re- 
rts from other papers with as much apparent ease and facility as 
mgh he was using both hands. He read his reports to the com- 
ttee, and they were all adopted unanimously. 

I was struck with his familiarity with the pension laws, the rulings 
he Pension Department, and the concise manner in which he stated 
laws and the facts bearing oneach case. I never knew one of his 

ports to be rejected or anywise amended by the committee. His 

igment was clear and logical. He was always careful of the inter- 
sts of the public; but, while at all times diligent in protecting the 
(rovernment, he never permitted technical questions of law to weigh 
‘ainst what seemed to him to be an equitable and meritorious case. 
lis justice was always “ tempered with mercy.” At times it was dif- 
lt to secure a quorum for business; several members of the com- 
ittee were not regular in attendance. Not so with Major Farr; he 
is always prompt in attendance, and never behind with his reports. 
rrom Iny acquaintance with him I was led to highly respect him 
is aman of sterling integrity, of ripe judgment, and great industry. 
‘think I may truly say his abilities were far beyond the average. He 
rving his first term in Congress, and his modesty, the insignia 
(true merit, forbade him entering the arena of every-day debate 
wrangle, a means by which too many endeavor to thrust them- 
in the RECORD and before the public at the expense of orderly 
ntelligent legislation. But he never faltered in the discharge 
lnty when he saw it necessary to attack a bad measure or sus- 
tood one. Major Farr was a close attendant upon the ses- 
{the House. He was seldom out of his seat. He was watch- 
all the proceedings of legislation. He seemed to comprehend 
tively all that was proposed for action, and his judgment as to 
1t or wrong of &4 measure was seldom atfault. I[ differed with 
itically, but I am sure he acted with his party from as sincere 
‘Victions as I did with mine. There was no member of the Forty- 
Congress whom I respected more highly than him. If I were 
“« upon to give my measure of the man, I should say that clear 
‘went, a high sense of honor, an inflexible will, were his peculiar 
Me Ree He was also a man of generous and noble impulses. 
cay Deaker, this occasion brings to us the solemn thought of death, 
i like ; rtainties of all human aims, and the end of our ambition. 
Kk &@ shadow gropes for a while in the gloom of earth and van- 
S. The dark cloud glitters for a moment in the lightning’s glare ; 
‘he iunderbolt signalizes the approaching storm. The cloud drenches 
Namen =a that rush headlong down to the eternal sea, 
ve cloud mals er r ies away in soft echoes along the distant hills, 
bits away beneath the effulgence of the noonday’s sun. 
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Thus the whirl of life is spent and passes into eternity. Man may 
dominate the earth, but it was given to One alone to conquer death. 

We stand here to-day and the words that fall from our lips are 
licked up with the tongue of electric fire and whispered in the ears 
of all nations. 

We span continents with iron girders and bridge them with the com- 
merce of the world. We measure the depths of the sea, the breadth 
of rivers, and the distances and magnitude of the heavenly bodies, 
We predict with mathematical precision the course and velocity of 
planets, the visit, exit, and return of comets. Yet, sir, with all this 
power over earth and its surroundings we cannot tell the day nor heur 
of our existence, for death “cometh as a thief in the night.” 

Leaves have their time to fall, 

And flowers to wither at the North wind’s breath, 
And stars to set; but all, 

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O Death! 

Happy for us we cannot foretell his coming. Our adjournment at 
the last session would have been sorrowful indeed had we known that 
on our reassembling one seat here would have thus been made va- 
cant. Our grief was wisely spared us to this last moment. Yet, when 
we see a man thus cut down in the prime of life, when the dreams of 
his early ambition were being realized, we are tempted to complain 
at what would seem to be a harsh visitation of Providence. But, 
Mr. Speaker, death waits for no one. The justice and wisdom of an 
all-wise God are far beyond human ken. To His will we meekly bow ; 
to His commiserations and tender mercies we commend the stricicen 
widow and children of our friend. 

EVArTS W. Farr is nomore. His mortal remains rest beneath the 
snow-mantled sod of his native State. 

There shall the yew her sable branches spread, 
And mournful cypress rear her fringed head 

From thence shall thyme and myrtle send perfume, 
And laurel evergreen o’ershade the tomb. 

How unspeakably sad it would be to close our tribute to our friend 
here. Can we have the heart to consign him to the cold elay of 
mother earth, and there leave him as food for the worms. Oh; no! 
no! The blessed hope of immortality forbids it. 

Let earth dissolve, yon ponderous orb descend 
And grind us into dust; the soul is safe; 

The man emerges, mounts above the wreck 
As towering flame from nature's funeral pyre. 


Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that we should turn 
aside for a time from the business of the session, from our politieal 
contests and wrangles, from the heated discussion of disputed ques- 
tions, from all the turmoil and noise and labors of congressional life, 
and offer up our tribute of respect to the memory of our deceased 
friend and brother member, and place upon perpetual record our rec- 
ognition and appreciation of his character and services. It is the last 
thing we can do for him. For him all the petty ambitions of life, 
the struggle for honorable distinction, the cares, and troubles, and 
disappointments which beset the life of every man who devotes it to 
services in high position for his country, the carping and unjust criti- 
cisms of opponents, the life of work and worry, all these, which are 
a part of the lot of every public man lifted up into a position where 
he can become the target of press or person, are over for our dead 
friend, and can trouble him no more in that better life of never-end- 
ing rest and peace to which he has gone. 

After life’s fitful fever he sleeps well 

He passed away from an honorable and eventful life, and, although 
comparatively young in years, no one can feel that that life was not 
rounded out into full completeness, or mourn on his account that it 
has ended, although our sympathies go out to those near and dear to 
him, who lament his loss. All those who knew him, both in private 
and in his public career, realize that his State, his constituency, and 
his friends will miss his presence and the useful and honorable place 
which he occupied in the councils of the nation. 

His duty in life, his obligation to his country and his people, had 
been honorably and nobly performed, and it is perhaps a fortunate 
and happy fate for a man to pass away from this world in the height 
of his powers, in honorable position gained by faithful service tor 
his fellow-men and by their appreciation of his worth, deeply re 
gretted and lamented by them, rather than in the “sere and yellow 
leaf” of old age, with faculties impaired, and powers of usefulness 
gone, so that as one sinks beneath the waters of life, he leaves 
scarcely a ripple behind. 

Judged by what he was and what he had done no one can call the 
life of our friend a short one; nay, more, upon the calendar of events 
and marked by them alone his was a life longer by far than many a 
one of four-score years and ten. His life has been described by his 
colleague, who has preceded me; it is not for me to réfer to it in de- 
tail, or to the examples of heroism and devotion to country, which it 
displays. 

From among the quiet and beautiful hills of the Granite State he 
went forth to battle for his country, and there has come to us from 
his comrades the touching story of his heroism, manliness, and devo- 
tion to the cause, for which he was ready to sacrifice his life, and for 
which he probably has sacrificed his life, as much as if he had in re- 
ality given it up from musket-ball or bayonet-thrust on the field of 
battle. We know how early in the war he lost his arm, which was 
taken off at the shoulder, and how when for most men this would 
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have been considered, ; 
service, and to have enti hem 
to the honors and gratitude of their e again left his 
home among the White Hills and went to the far southern country 
to once more endure the h: hips, trials, of military 
life. He had well earned the reward of rest from military labors and 
of escape from its dangers—earned it at sad but he refused to 
accept that reward, counting life or loss of limb, suffering, and priva- 
tion and danger as nothing, if he could serve his country. 

From all that I have seen and known of him; from wv 
known of his life here and have heard of i 
home among the New Hampshire mountains both before and after his 
military experience, I cannot but regard him as one of those martyrs 
The 
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who has really given up his life for his country. 
strong, vigorous, and m 

bracing mountain air, where the very breezes are laden with strength 
and vitality, leading the healthy and hearty outdoor life of the coun- 
try, came back from the wars weakened and with his vitality sapped 
by enervating climate or deadly miasmas or the vital waste caused 
by hardship, privation, and toil. 

Many a soldier gave up his life on the field of battle by stroke of 
sword, or met an immediate and therefore merciful and happy death 
by rifle-bullet or cannon-ball, and we honor them, and never can honor 
them too much, as men who died for their country; and we place 
above their graves the old but never worn-out legend that “It 
sweet and beautiful to die for one’s country,” and shall bold them in 
grateful remembrance through all the ages. 
~ There was many and many a soldier who left behind him on south- 
ern battle-tields or in southern swamps when he came marching home 
after the war under triumphant flags the better part of his life, a 
vitality and strength so weakened and sapped that no cool northern 
breezes and no fond attentions of home could restore them, and who 
brought back with him the seeds of disease and weakness, so that 
nevermore could he know the delights of health and the mere pleas- 
ure of living, but always his life must be, if not a burdem to him, yet 
something to be careful of, to be watched and guarded, and thus 
keeping him back from all that he would be or do. Many a life has 
thus dragged itself along through weary years since the war and has 
prematurely ended, when, so far as human minds can foresee, it might 
have had before it many years of active and happy usefulness. These 
men were as truly the martyrs of the war as those who had the per- 
haps happier fate of meeting a short and sharp shrift on the field of 
battle. For the one was the excitement, the honor, the glory, the 
swift passing away of life without suffering and without knowledge; 
for the other, the long and weary years, the patient endurance, the 
uncomplaining words, the cheerful acquiescence in a life whose high 
capabilities he could not improve, and that feeling of limitation of 
powers and of his chance to make the most of his life which want of 
strength and erdurance always brings, and then an early and pre- 
mature death, when perhaps the promise of future usefulness and 
advancement, the hopes of being most useful to himself and family 
and friends and country, are at the brightest. 

Ido not mean tosay that the life of ourfriend was thus hampered and 
bound in by the strong bonds of bodily weakness so that he could not 
make the most of it, and did not achieve high and honorable distinction 
which any man might well be proud of, but I believe that the causes 
of his death lie in his services in the war, and that, so far asmen can 
judge of what cannot be seen or known, many years of honor and of 
usefulness would now be before himif it had not been for what he sacri- 
ficed and did for his country. His record as a soldier, a statesman, 
and a citizen is a most honorable one. 

My acquaintance with him commenced with the present Congress, 
to which we both came as new members, and, living near each other 
here, our acquaintance ripened into intimacy and friendship. I am 
sure that no one came into close contact with him or to really know 
him who did not feel for him respect and affection. Quiet and un- 
demonstrative in his manners, not given to self-assertion or to show, 
not thrusting himself forward before the people, but content to remain 
quietly in the background unless he was needed and could do good at 
the front, the unthinking and careless world, judging only by the ex- 
terior and not caring to penetrate below the outer surface, might un- 
derrate him and not give to him credit for the qualities which he pos- 
sessed; but behind his quiet manners there was a brave heart, an 
honest mind and purpose, deep and settled convictions of right, which 
no plausible arguments or specious reasons could disturb. I think 
one of the distinguishing traits of his character was his hatred of 
shams and false pretensions, whether in public or private life, in 
humble or in ofticial station; his desire to go to the root of a matter, 
and to find out the right and the true thing; his dislike of the thin 
veneers and disguises plastered over political or personal iniquities, 
wrongs, or injustice; his wish to call things by their right names and 
to have the world call them by their right names and recognize them 
as they were; in a word, his desire for the truth, however disagree- 
able, unpleasant, or humiliating. 

He was honest in conviction and word and action. The same desire 
to uphold the right which led him from his northern hills, and to give 
up all the comforts of home and to make sacrifices of health and limb, 
followed him into his public service here; and in these Halls he al- 
ways sought by word and vote to do what he thought to be the right 
thing, and the honest, true, and therefore the best thing for the peo- 
ple and the country. The best policy is almost always no policy; but 
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doing just the right thing and letting policies and the fut 
of themselves, sooner or later the right triumphs, and 
the unselfish policy of doing what is right without re 
quences turns out to be the wisest as well as best pol 
Our friend was a man of strong convictions, earnest purpos 
of excellent judgment, forming his opinions with care, ang 
in giving utterance to them when the occasion required, Ho) oot 
incorruptible, earnest and industrious, interested in al] th, 
questions of the day, faithful in attending to his dut ' 
where; a good man, a good soldier, a good statesman, pure ip 


life and in public life, such is his record, and such is the deser: 
andthe memorial of him which we can place upon our record 
is he who is thus laid to rest with his life’s warfare accomplish. 
with the feeling in the hereafter that he has fought the oo; 
and has passed away loved, honored, and respected. 

We followed him to his last rest ing-place amid the snows of t] 
tiful valley which had always been his home. It seemedas if th 
population had gathered together to honor him in his deat}, , 
they had honored him in his life; to offer up the last tribut, 
spect which they could ever pay to him; to perform for him + 
sad services which they could ever render. The affectiona; 
of remembrance, the tearful eyes, the faltering accents, the saq 
all showed that our friend had as deep and warm a pla 
hearts and affections of the people to whom he belonged 
honor and respect. 

They gathered in great throngs to accompany in its last jou 
that was left here below of our friend ; to listen in the village ; 
to the words of consolation and of praise of him who had go: 
from among them never to return, and to find asad solace in the ; 
cital and remembrance of his virtues and of his life among them ¢; 
his boyhood to his death. Andso almost under the shadow of M 
Washington and the Franconia range we laid him to rest 
scenes which he loved so well, where the grand and majesti 
ains, whitened to theirsummits with the snows of winter 
upon his grave, and where in summer the everlasting hil! 
granite summits pierce the sky keep watch and ward ove: 
tiful green valley where he has found his last resting-pl 


ire 
we 
ow rl + 
mil 


icy, 


ies hey 
A©5 LETS and « 


00 


as ] 


Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, to me it is am 
pleasure to add my heart-deep tribute of veneration and lov 
has already been so fittingly said in memory of our departed ¢ 

I shall avoid all extravagance of eulogy. The noble and man! 
acter of Evarts W. Farr would be marred by any unreal adorn 
And yet it is well for his living associates, so soon to follow 
testimony to the worth and exalted character of him whose 1 
to-day we honor. 

Even in the rush of crowding duties here a moment’s paus: 
bier of a fallen comrade is not an idle ceremony. It is wise ar 
that for a little time at least party conflicts and even the tumult 
needful interests should be hushed in such a presence. In thats 
ness are heard the truer voices, and to that vantage ground 
purer air and glimpses of aserenersky. Partisanship is hushed 
the inspiration of generous comradeship strengthens the ties ¥ 
should bind associated men in amenity and mutual trust. A: 
party antagonisms and fierce rivalries the fraternal intercour 
warm friendships, to which that middle aisle is no barrier, 1 
redeem the sordid littlenesses of life but ennoble true manhood 

My acquaintance and intercourse with EVARTS W. Farr are ai 
the tenderest and most treasured recollections of this eventtul | 
gress. In the early days of its first session we formed an acquaint 
which soon grew into a warm friendship. Serving on the same 
mittee, I had opportunity to know and admire the many noble traits 
of his character. His colleague has already tenderly and eloquent 
told the story of his eventful life—his early struggles, his later t 
umphs, the confidence and love of his people—and paid just t 
to his domestic virtues and recognized abilities. 

Coming of sturdy New England families, Evarts W. Farrs 
attested the maxim that “the blood of descent is the prophecy of (es 
tiny.” Hewas a type of the region from which he sprang, and 
intelligent and appreciative constituency which had laid up 
the honors he so modestly accepted and the duties he so faith 
discharged. In that section of our country education is univers 
labor is justly honored, property largely distributed, and nowhe! 
operate more fully all the great formative forces which make caara™ 
ter, develop intellectual and moral elements, and mould natiot 
Hence that section, since the foundation of our Government, bi 
represented in this body mainly by men of native strength anes 
learning, practical sense, and healthy patriotism—men bots in m 
and character self-poised and symmetrical—the natural outz! 
of such surroundings and such conditions. — 

One of the profoundest thinkers of this age has wisely sale 

The deeper you study history the surer you find the truly great men 4 
eras like threads interwoven in the tissue of the whole successive histo 
race or nation. There is yet Miltiades in the atmosphere we breath« 
try, and there is Alfred in our daily doings. 

And thus New England not only founded a distinctive nati 
within her own borders, but awakening latent forces, vol D 
vague but irrepressible longings of the times, and organizing ~ 
formative elements of a broader future, has added impelling alt 
to our growth, influenced our history, and being largely in ian 
with the progressive principle which in a free country passes # 
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ence to laws and institutions with irresistible fore e, has power- 
aid ied our national struggle into institutional existence and per- 
, and now these e xpanding elements are as much a part of 
national life as Warren and Adams and Websti are part of our 
al hi story. 
ees reflections suggest themselves here becaus a ty ‘pical out- 
thot these New E ngl: ind conditions and these distinctive forces 
ee EVARTS W. FARR. His colle ague has spoken of him asa student, 
aN er, anda citizen. How characteristic, and how touching that 
atic devotion of the boy scholar turning resolutely away from 
‘ic honors to the h ardships and perils of the ¢ camp and field 
-rv hour he knew his country needed him. No wonder he bore 
if e heuer and so grandly through all that an ful contlict. The 
tv of his nature re scognized fs 1ithful ness to duty as his supreme 
». so that even after he had lost his right arm at Williamsburgh 
’ od his re giment before the wound was fully heeled, and with 
id valor which no danger daunted, no sutte ring subdued 
heartened, he remained in active ill 
fixed the seeds of disease which final 
While his country needed hi 
safety. Indeed, } 





natTio 


st 


», ho 
in his shat- 
ily undermined 
iS Services he refused 
1e seemed to value life 


service fl 
¢ored frame were 
f tadel of te. 


for his own health o1 


Tse 


But as he served or saved the State. 


shall never forget his look or words as he revlied to me one day 
. to the loss of his arm. With the light of conscious triur oph in his 
‘No; it is less than I had ex- 


hisper: 


Ab, the light ot ete rhity alone ¢: 


he said in a deep, soft w 
to give my country. 


in reveal 
the awiul sacrific es made—willingly, proudly made—to our imperiled 
4nd though so modest as to his own claims to honor and so unself- 


«}) as to his own demands, he was intensely sensitive to the needs of 
soldier comrades and deeply indignant at the wanton neglect of 
long-deferred appe als for hearing and justice. Carefully and 
laboriously he examined the pension claims | that committee, 
ind urged those which were just and meritorious with an honest zeal 
od amazed when he found it impossible to obtain for them 
the attention of Congress. 
corded words in this House, near the close of last session, 
were an eloquent plea that the soldiers of our country who had just 
laims not only for hearing but for help doask no longer be neg- 
ted, and that the one day in each week dedicated by our rules to 
h claims should not be, as it had been, constantly taken for other 
ss, His was the completeness of integrity—the very chivalry 
f justice. And to him it very 1 aturally seemed that there could be 
ity so imperative, ion so urgent, no work so welcome 
agents of the Governmen t or the elected servants of the peo- 
ple as to mete out just if not generous recognition to the deserving 
ir country, many of whom are in dire need, helpless, suf- 
still the same men whose once stalwart arms upbore the 
I and whose bodies bridged the awful chasm over which 
e uation marched to victory and peace. 
\ striking trait of Major Farr’s character 
honest, faithful service, eager only 
! mere notoriety and sought no personal advertisement. 
Even when fully prepared on a subject, he was wont to urge others 
to take the floor—a rare unobtrusiveness. Indeed, his quiet, earnest 
work was for a purpose and not for effect, y and seemed perpetually to 
embody the spirit of the Persian proverb 
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was his modesty. 
for duty, he 


scious of 
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the children of the wind, deeds are the daughters of the soul. 


Absolute honesty and truthfulness were among the impressive char- 
acteristics of his nature. Not mere commercial honesty, but truth- 
fulness absolute and honesty in the highest sense of that much em- 
bracing and grand old Roman word. Wellington in the House of 
Lords, just after the sudden death of Sir Robert Peel, in speaking to 
iis memory, praised above all his “ truthfalness ;” an honor alike to 
the great statesman who merited it and to the great soldier who so 
ity valued it. Well may we all remember that the gratitude and 
love of eee follow only those who in the service of their country 
ay unstained hands : 











Upon the ar 
Of her magnificent and awful cause. 


The 


onan nature of our associate was full of magnanimity. 
Though intensely loyal and patriotic, though maimed in body and 
broken in health in the service of his coun try during the war of the 
iy lion, he bore no bitterness and no resentment. "The magnanim- 
“ts Ben his soul sought to embrace every citizen of our country in the 
nds of conciliation and brotherhood, and his broad patriotism ree- 


ory } 
guized in every State and every section parts of an indissoluble 


ional unity. 
ne of the youngest members of this body, no man would have 
selected Evarts W, F ARR as the first who should break our circle. He 
Was in the very morning of his usefulness and power. The dreams 
of youth were bee soming realities, and with iron will and brave heart 
~ th shaping them into beneticence and fame. In the midst of 
outh and ambition unfulfilled he has left us. 
C rane hear me 8s image of death is less repulsive and more 
Sinead wens Christian co: intries. Noskeleton, » bute a gigantic 
Whatere uvelops men in the massive folds of his dark robes. But 
atever the symbol, whatever the promise of youth or the ripeness 
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of age, Death is always sudden and solemn. He sends no herald and 
awaits no delay. 
We know when moons shall wane, 
When summer birds from far shall cross the sea 
When autamn’'s hue shall tinge the golden grain 
But who shall teach us when to look for thee 

Yet to the soul prepared it matters not. The “well done” isthe 
crown of life. So long asa man dwells on earth life is but a frag- 
ment. But the close may seal the work with the benediction of 
changeless fruition. The career finished in honor and radiant with 
faith becomes a con ipleted power and an everlasting possession 

May those of us who are left to speak and hear t he tributes of this 
august and sad observance to our beloved associate take heed and 
ponder the lesson it emphasizes. May we so live an d act that some- 
thing of the good said of him to-day may be as truly said of us, and 
that death shall be to us indeed the crown and vestibule of life. 

The name and fame of Evarts W. Farr live to his family, his 
State, hiscountry. He was a good citizen, a brave soldier, a faithful 
legislator,a trueman. Works of lov ing purpose and noble ambition 
beautified a life round which will forever cluster tender and holy 
memories. Warm with the atfections and wise with the aspirations 
which take hold of the life beyond, faith lends the light which clouds 
cannot hide nor shadows dim. 

In the bosom of his beloved New Hampshire, amid the wild beauty 
of his native valley by the Ammonoosuck he s, borne to his last 
rest by the loving hands of the grand old fraternities of which he was 
an honored member. Mount Washington, in cloud-crowned grandenr, 


} 
sieep 


stands silent sentinel above his grave. Itshail perish. He shall live. 
He has done the work of a true man 
Crown him, honor him, love him 


Weep over him tears of women 
Stoop manliest brows above him 

lor the warmest of hearts 
Che freest of hands is still 

And the gap in our picked and ehosen 


The long years may not fill 


Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I do not rise to oceupy the 
attention of the House with any formal « my a ule, col- 
league, and friend. Others who knew him intimately and well have 
given the particulars of his life and the analysis of his character and 
record in eloquent and fitting terms. It was not my privilege to 
know him until we met in the extra session of the Forty sixth Con- 
gress which is now drawing toa close. I had not the intimacy that 
grows out of association on committees, nor were we thrown 
together in social gatherings. But it was our fortune to sit near each 
other on the floor of the House. An acquaintance was read lily formed. 
His age, which was nearly my own, his empty sleeve, and his Army 
record soon drew me toward him. I could not fail to observe his 
conduct and his votes during his brief service as a Representative. 

At the request of his colleague, in charge of memorial resolu- 
tions, and in justice to my own feelings, I very cheerfully place on 
record in a few simple words my profound respect for the memory 


is frozen, 


) 
Lory Ol 


oft n 


these 


of my deceased friend. His life was neither long nor eventful toa 
degree that justifies very general re cognition and extended eulogy. 
I greatly mistake the c haracter and taste of Evarts W. Fark, if liv- 


ing he would have enjoyed unmeasured praise. He was a man of 
intelligence, of quick perceptions, of wonderful industry and fidelity, 
of rare courage in upholding his convictions, and of transparent hon- 
esty of purpose. He was a student of books and a student of men. 
He gave himself unreservedly to the work that he undertook. Never 
absent from his seat unless from necessity, he kept himself informed 
of the procedure of business and the merits of pending legislation. 
He was industrious in committee, attentive to his constituency, and 
extremely anxious to inform himself as to the best methods of serv- 
ing his country at large as well as the State he in part represented. 
He was an earnest and uncompromising partisan in the true sense of 
that word. He believed in the greaé principles of his party and in 
its policy of administration as best for all sections of the country. 

He recognized the necessity of political as well as military organ- 
ization, and when out-voted for command esteemed it his duty and 
his privilege to march in the ranks, side by side with his comrades 
and coworkers. He believed in aggressive rather than defensive 
warfare; in advancing the right rather than in obstructing the 
wrong ; in sowing and cultivating good seed rather than in e mployi ing 
his time and w: asting his energies in the destruction of weeds. No 
one could well suspect him of swerving in the least degree from his 
convictions of right and duty. He was wise enough to seek more 
information, and discreet enough to build patiently and well by study, 
observation, and experience the foundation of a congressional repu- 
tation that, had he lived, must have sustained a solid structure. 

His intellectual ability and parliamentary knowledge shone all the 
brighter in the setting of a modest self-distrust. Asa boy we are 
told he schooled himself by his daily toil, as the brightest and best 
of New England boys have done. When the war broke out he was 
in college and among the first in the Granite State to enlist in April, 
1861, as a private soldier. As a captain at Williamsburgh under 
Hooker he left his right arm on the field of battle. Longer service 
or greater sacrifice could not have been expected ; but his wound had 
scarcely healed when he sought the front under Grant and Sherman 


in the Southwest with a major’s commission; and not till the war 


closed did he quit the Army, not always in the field, but always in 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a 


Said. 


1366 CONGRESSIONAL 


the line of active, faithful service. After the war as a law student, 
successful practitioner, trusted and honored public officer, and finally 
as a Representative in Congress he maintained the same heroic and 
unselfish character. 

Others have been more conspicuous than he both in military and 
in civil life, but we may look in vain for a better iMustration of the 
ideal volunteer soldier and citizen of the Republic. When danger 
threatened his countrymen he was first to seek and last to leave the 
most perilous and patriotic service. When peace came and the waste 
of war must needs be repaired, he was again first among the faithful 
in giving the best energies of a dauntless spirit and an enfeebled, 
crippled body to the civil service. He died in the prime of manhood, 
most loved and respected by those who knew him best. It is said 
that a pebble « ropped n ocean will send its wavelets to the distant 








shor 

Is it too much to say that a life like that of our deceased colleague, 
pure, unselfish, uplifting in its aims and efforts, dropped in the great 
ocean of humanity, will not pass from sight without leaving behind 
fluence that touches the hearts and lives of generations to come? 


, 
«i i 
The strength and promise of our American institutions lie in the 


development of just such characters as that of Mr. Farr. Faithful, 
as Iam told, to every trust confided to him, and generous in kind 
words and good deeds, he has done what he could to alleviate human 


suffering and to elevate and ennoble human kind. 


Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, thrice during this Congress has the end 
of earth come to members of this House. One of our associates dur- 
ing each of our previous sessions, and now a third just as we were 
assembling here fo! this session, have been called from these scenes 
of warm contention and earnest endeavor to that unseen world to 
which we know we, too, are all so soon to follow. 

Sudden and unexpected as were the deaths of Mr. Clark at our 
first session and that of Mr. Lay at our last, the news of the decease 
of my late colleague, Hon. EVARTs W. Farr, at his home in Littleton, 
New ‘Hampshire, on the 30th day of November last, was hardly less 
unexpected or more appalling to his associates in this House or to bis 
friends in his own State. 

On the evening of Monday preceding the opening of this session I 
first learned of his brief illness through the public print, and the 
next morning at nine o’clock he wasdead. Though the disease which 
was the immediate cause of my late colleague’s death was so brief 





that his neighbors hardly missed him from the streets of the village 
before he was dead, Iam aware that he had for months suffered from 


a complication of diseases which we now know must at any rate have 
at no remote period brought his life to aclose. I very well remem- 
ber how much and how patiently he suffered here from ill health 
during the last spring months until finally, under the earnest advice 
of his physician, he was induced to ask leave of absence for the clos- 


ng weeks of the session and take a short sea voyage for the benefit 











of his failing health. Ithink I have never known a member of this 
Hiouse more constant in | tendance upon its sessions or one who 


seemed to feel more keenly the necessary absence of an hour than 


Mr. Farr, and go, troubled and too sensitive about his enforced ab- 
sence, two days before the close of last session he had returned here 
improved in appearance and spirits, but still by no means a well man. 

From a conversation with him in this Hall, perhaps the last one I 
ever had with him, for I never saw him after our separation last 
June, I learned that he was one of that great army of martyrs to 
their country’s cause, who, spared death in battle, camp, and prison, 
are reserved to after years of pain and infirmity, from insidious dis- 
ease fastened on the system while serving in our Army during the 
late civil war. 

Major FARR was one of the younger members of this House, having 
but just completed his fortieth year at the time of his death; but 
those years were full of earnest effort and stirring incident, though 
no special privation beset his early life or remarkable opportunity 
opened before his maturer years. 

Waiving the assistance which parental affection was always ready 
to afford he was always inclined, as I am informed, in his boyhood to 
rely on his own unaided efforts, and early showed that manly self- 
reliance and that spirit of independence which so characterized him 
in after life, by largely, if not entirely, defraying the expenses of his 
preparatory education at Thetford Academy, in Vermont, a seminary 
of good repute and large patronage, where he graduaded with vale- 
dictory honors and subsequently entered Dartmouth College in the 
class which graduated in 1863. 

Here the war of the rebellion found him pursuing his freshman 
studies, the earnest, genial son of God-fearing, liberty-loving parents 
of the Puritan stock. The offspring of such an ancestry, he had im- 
bibed from the daily intercourse of the home circle, from the teach- 
ing of the district school, and from the whole social and moral atmos- 
phere that molded his character an earnest admiration for that view 
of life which claims complete freedom and equal privileges and op- 
portunity in life’s struggle for all. 

To a mind shaped under such influences anything like classific dis- 
tinction in the State or in social life, or the arbitrary enforced sub- 
servience of individuals or a race, was repugnant beyond endurance, 
and if was passed comprehension when any attempt was made to 
reconcile such a system with any code of ethics which reckoned hon- 
esty a virtue or theft an offense against fair dealing. Such views his 
college life was calculated to intensify. 
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Dartmouth College had been founded a century before. j, the} 
of our northern wilderness, having for its motto, “ Por ,1,°3" 
deserto,” the voice of one crying in the desert, and wit) the a: a 
avowal that its mission was to educate the proscribed sais 
common with the sons of the white settler. With advanei; 
and receding forests the Indian had ceased to frequent jts } 
the comprehensive, race-wide philanthropy of Wheelock and hi: 
ciates had left an abiding impress on its successive generati, 
instructors and given shape and direction to its mission as 






iS8o. 
rations of 
an educat 


of young men; and when the great struggle of 1861 cameoy wher . 
° . al, ane vey 
it was referred to, whether among the students themselves ; 
recitation room, or the hall of more public discourse, there was pr . 
a sALNe 


of the social equality pervading life in the free States, and a oor 

sponding denunciation of the peculiar institution which had bro, - 
on the great contlict and for the perpetuity of which the atrugvle~ ‘ 
confessedly waged; and soon young FARR, with others of his fellow. 
students, had exchanged the academic gown for the uniform of th 
soldier. . 

Volunteering on the 20th of April, 1861, as a private, he 
in the Army down to June, 1565, when he was honorably discharva 
During most of these years, excepting the brief period when he ws 
disabled from keeping the field after the loss of his right arm j; 
battle of Williamsburgh, Virginia, in May, 1862, he seems to haye 
in battle, camp, and on the march. 

By his bravery and a conspicuous exhibition of all the traits ¢ha 
mark the good soldier, he rose from the rank of private to tha; 2 
captain in the Second Regiment, and finally to the rank of mai rin 
the Eleventh Regiment of New Hampshire Volunteers. = 

Returning at the close of the war to his mountain home, he ga: 
about the study of the law, and was admitted to the bar of Grafts, 
County, New Hampshire, in 1267; at once opened an office in his} 
tive town of Littleton, and there continued in the practice of h 
profession down to the time of his last brief illness, excepting as }, 
was called to places of public trust ; and these calls were not infr 
quent, and they were conspicuously to commanding 
places which require for their possessor that private worth and py). 
lic confidence which Major Farr so fully possessed. 

Having been assessor of internal revenue by presidential appoint 
ment from July, 1870, to the abolition of the office in 1873, 
solicitor of Grafton County by executive appointment in 
again in 1876, a member of the executive council of his State i: 
he was elected a member of this House for the Forty-sixth Congress 
and again elected to the Forty-seventh Congress in November last. 

To those gentlemen in this House who were so fortunate as to make 
Major FARrrR’s acquaintance it will be no surprise when I say he was 
a great favorite with his party and the pride of our New Hampshi: 
people, Proverbial for his honesty and his honor, his patriotis: 
proven by his heroic service for his country, his courage on the very 
crest of battle attested by that empty right sleeve, a bright man in- 
tellectually and well poised every way, never descending from th 
highest moral plane in his daily walk and conversation, a good lay 
yer, the pleasant gentleman always that you saw here, the leader in 
every good work, it is no wonder that old men stood by him, youn 
though he was, nor that the young were fascinated by his life, nor 
that all classes and ages rallied around him and made him their stand- 
ard-bearer whether he would or no. 

The men and women of that northern region are stern in their 
notions of right and wrong, and exacting of their public servants 11 
matters of public policy ; but so well had their requirements been met 
in his case that their affection toward him whose life we to-day com- 
memorate was as fervid as the fires on their hearth-stones ; and whet 
his death was known there was a sense of personal bereavement 
among all classes which comes only when a trusted leader who is the 
hope and reliance of the State in the emergencies of the future tails 

As a lawyer, Major Farr had his training and passed his profes 
sional life at a bar which for many years has been remarkable fo! 
the legal knowledge and forensic ability of its members. Persona 
I knew little of him in his profession, but I am told that his natura! 
vigor of intellect, aided by that perseverance and determination to 
excel which seem never to have failed him, very early gave him a 
prominent position as a lawyer, not only in the minds of commu! 
generally, but as well in the more discriminating estimate of th 
fession. Doubtless others were severer students of books and sharpet 
practitioners, but none, I venture to say, took broader views of the 
law or made more sensible application of its principles, and no one 
practiced the law in a more honorable way, or more for the good 0! 
the State, or more to the satisfaction of his clients, than Major FARR 

Genius has been said to be the undue development of some one 
faculty at the expense of others, and all of us have seen too many 
instances of the like. Genius in this sense Major FARR had not, or 
if he had none of those shining qualities which dazzle and attract 
he had all those qualities which go to make up a noble manhood li 
balanced and well disciplined. He was a most consistent and si nN : 
iceable man, rich in good works in public and private life alike N 
one was more constant in attendance here than he, none more puue: 
ual or more fearless in putting himself on the record on all questions 
acted on in this House. Though he took little of the time of ioe 
House in speech-making, it was neither because he was not interested 
in matters of legislation, nor because he was not a ready and effe a 
debater, for no one followed our deliberations with more care — 
he, and he spoke with ease and an ability that attracted attention upon 
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11 subjects that interested him. Doubtless, with longer service here, | prompt to recognize his ability and his fidelity. Nor strange, that in 
a yuld have been found valuable in discussion as well as in con- | the recent election they insisted upon his return, for further service, 
en to the place which he had filled so well. Could he have been spared 
a rhat ome colleague should have been cut off ere it was the noon of | for a few years longer, Tam persuaded that other and higher honors 
fo with him; when life promised so much of enjoyment and useful- would have opened to him. And I know that he would have been 
ees when his hopes were so high and the endearments of that now | found worthy of themall. It is idle, however, to speculate upon that 
“tricken and desolate little family were so great, is incomprehensible. | which is impossible. His earth-work is finished. He comes to us no 
ReasoD reels at the blow ; all the resources of philosophy and specu- | more. But there are some in this presence, to-day, by whom he will 
lation vive no solution of the mysterious | rovidence, and we are re- | not be forgotten. In our hearts, his memory—like the sweet-scented 
minded that we are here simply the executors of another's will; that branches of the pine tree and the hemlock which stand as sentinels 
the disposition of nations and of individuals alike is not in finite | around his grave—shall be green and fragrant forever. 








hands. “For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to 
re .. Now, and whenever we recall our lamented brother, we will Mr. SHERWIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unacquainted with the de- 
ay the best we can say of any: |“ceased member from New Hampshire until I met him here at the extra 














He has done the work of a true man session of this Congress. The badge he wore, his empty sleeve, first 

. : ? drew my attention toward him, and the formal introduction which 
followed ripened into an acquaintance during the last session of Con- 
gress especially, sitting as he did so near me, which led me to respect, 
admire, and trust him. Coming as we did from wide-severed portions 
of the Republic, he from the shadows of Mount Washington in the 
valley of the Connecticut, and I from the level prairies of Illinois, we 
yet joined hands in this Hall, one in hope and one in purpose and 
desire to do that which should redound to the prosperity, the glory, 
the power, of the nation. 

I knew nothing of his life at home. I did know that he had given 
one of his limbs to his country, and had loyally lavished his strength 
and the energy of his youth forfour long years that the nation might 
endure an undivided republic forevermore. I can fancy that Major 
FARR, a student at Dartmouth, the honored alma mater of many accom- 
plished and illustrious jurists, statesmen, orators, and scholars, when 
the late unhappy conilict was impending may have repeated the im- 
mortal words of New Hampshire’s and Dartmouth’s greatest son in 
the peroration to his second speech on Foot’s resolution, expressing 
the very passion of liberty and union and converting the nation’s 
fears for both into a prophecy, afterward to be gloriously fulfilled ; 
and that those words, now classic, while upon the lips of Webster 
were but an unquenchable aspiration, were, under the exigent de- 
mands of that time, at once transmuted by him into a lofty purpose, 
which seized upon and impelled him to heroic deeds. Changing the 
majestic eloquence of the Senate into sublimest action, he helped to 
place the feet of the nation upon the immovable granite of Union, 
one and indivisible. 

He showed in all my intercourse with him here that he was moved 
by a constant sense of duty to himself, his constituents, and his coun- 
try. He was untlagging in the performance of his duties, and untir- 
ing in all the routine work which is cast upon a member of Congress. 
And while attending faithfully to the uninteresting, common, and 
exacting demands made upon him daily, he was constantly studying 
the intricate methods of legislation and familiarizing himself with 
the course of congressional business, that he might be fitted to grap- 
ple in the future with those greater and more important questions of 
state which are only opened to those men of experience acquired 
within these walls. 

He had a mind of singular directness, which went at once to the 
marrow of a question. He was sometimes impatient at the delays of 
public business and longed to cut eff or suppress all extraneous con- 
siderations when debating public questions and proceed directly to 
its consummation. Yet he was careful and cautious in all essentials 

It is not necessary for me to say that he was animated by a patriot- 
ism as broad as the banner which embraces the whole land in its 
folds, and as bright as are its stars. His love of country was a pas- 
sion with him. Hisbestthoughts and purposes were given to it, even 
as he had before given of his body and his blood, freely and without 
stint. An imputation upon its honor was like a personal affront to 
him. His country was not New Hampshire, but the Union, indivisi- 
ble and grand. While he loved the granite hills upon which he was 
born and reared, and they were his home, those hills were compre- 
hended in the all-embracing circuit of the Republic. 

He was simple and unaffected in his manners, and easily approached 
by every one. Those who knew him could not but be charmed by 
the frankness of his address, the intelligence of his conversation, and 
the kindliness of temper which shone overall. A strangereven would 
have recognized in him a man of stern integrity and purity of life. 

This man, whose life had been fall of heroic experiences and stren- 
uous living, who had set his ideals high above the ordinary levels of 
the world and was possessed of the vigor to successfully pursue them, 
had been selected by the people who knew him best to represent them 
in the council chambers of the nation before he had attained to the 
prime of his manhood. 

He had acquitted himself so well in his high trusts that he had 
been the second time chosen by them as their Representative, but 
hardly had the news of his last success reached us before the wires 
brought the painful announcement that he was no more. Ambition 
was laid at rest. Death stepped noiselessly between him and the goal 
he had set himself. That career, which had so lately opened to him 
its bright promise of usefulness, for which he had girded himself, but 
which he had as yet hardly begun to run, was suddenly closed, and we 
stand by his vacant seat pondering upon the frail tenure by which man 
is held to the concerns of life. We cannot comprehend the wisdom 
which has removed him so early from the work of life which he was 
so well fitted to perform; but we can understand and do know that 


Never rode to the wrong’s redressing 
A worthier paladin. 

Shall he not hear the blessing, 
“Good and faithful enter in 


Mr. BLAKE. Mr. Speaker, twice within my brief term of service 
» this House has the seat at my right hand been vacant. Two of 
our fellow-members who sat there have been taken from us by death. 
First, Clark of Iowa; then, Farr of New Hampshire. Both of them 
were “good men and true ; ’ both of them the faithful servants of the 
people; both of them my friends. = Fd a 
* It is of Mr. FARR only that I am to speak at this time. My liking 
for him wasof no sudden growth. Untilhe came to this seat, I knew 
not even hisname. And then—so soon was it after the loss of poor 
Clark—-I was in no mood to greet him or any other with ardor ; while 
Fark himself, as if he read my thoughts, was shy and formal. Thus 
were we for a time kept apart. The courtesies of our daily inter- 
course, however, gradually drew us together, and acquaintance rip- 
ened into friendship. When we separated, at the close of the last 
session, it was With words of mutualregret. During the vacation we 
exchanged letters, and made plans, which now, alas! are never to be 
realized. I had heard that he was feeble in health, but I did not 
foresee the end that wasso near. To-day, he lies buried in one of the 
beautiful valleys which he loved, among the Granite Hills, and the 
snows of winter are heaped high above his newly-made grave. 

It was not easy to become familiar with Mr. Farr. He did not 
“wear his heart upon his sleeve.” He sought no intimacies. Stran- 
gers did not understand him. Nor did he respond quickly to their 
advances. There was to them—and to them, alone—an exterior of 
reserve; or, sometimes, a plainness of speech which repelled. And 
afew may have said that he was wanting in sympathy. But these 
knew him not. His inner self was hidden from them. To those fa- 
vored ones, who, having gained the key, passed within the portal, he 
was frank and genial, full of sensibility, tender and loving, abun- 
dant in deeds of kindness and good-will. 

Little by little did he tell me the story of his life : of his boyhood ; 
of his efforts to obtain education ; his patience and self-denial; his 
arduous military service; his happy marriage; his successes as a law- 
yer; his participation in the civil affairs of his State ; and finally of 
his election to Congress. The whole was told with great simplicity. 
There was no boasting ; no seeking for praise. Not a word about his 
distinguished bravery upon the field of battle. All that have I learned 
fromotherlips than hisown. As he drew the picture for me, he had 
merely tried to do his duty and to do it well. In his eyes, there was 
nothing of merit in doing that which is required of all men alike. 
But the record of this short life—so pure, so useful—is at once a 
lesson and a legacy for those whom he has left behind. 

The few flaws in Mr. Farr’s character were of manner rather than 
of the heart. Let us speak of his better qualities. He was modest— 
almost timid, and yet bold when there was occasion for boldness. 
Humble, yet proud of his strength when there was a wrong to be re- 
dressed or the weak and friendless were to be upborne. Zealous in 
behalf of a client or a canse, and yet zeal and honor went ever side by 
side with equal steps. Having a mind so broad that he could not be 
technical, he was direct always in speech and purpose. Like the Sul- 
tan Akbar, he believed that ‘“no man was ever lost in a straight road.” 
Hence was he without craft and without deceit. He hated a lie, and 
‘or the liar he had scorn. His early struggles had made him practi- 
‘al. Common sense held the scales in which he weighed all things; 
and honesty of the old-fashioned kind left him rich only in the esteem 
al dc ontidence af his fellow-men. 

When he came into this body it was with the determination to be 
useful. He did not wish to be conspicuous. No member was more 
regular in attendance. No one more watchfnl of the proceedings. 
\) Oh more studiousof the methodsof legislation. Nonemore indus- 
a in the committee-room. None more conscientious everywhere. 
‘oné firmer than he in resistance to any scheme which seemed to be 
unwise orunwholesome. Thoroughly in earnest about every matter, 

hether gteator small. Devoted to his constituents, being their rep- 
oe in fact as wellasinname. A partisan, and intense in loy- 
Sdasieen party; at the same time so true to his country as to be in 
positive ® Te pendent of parties and party discipline. Clear and 
uanelon 18 Views upon all political questions and strong in their 
vas be el erenetene, without rancor or bitterness toward those 

he elieved to be honestly opposed to them. 
48 hot strange, then, that the people who sent him here were 
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he has left with us the record of a man modest yet firm ; 
loved the true and the good, and was ready to work fo1 
wise legislator, a patriot, an honest man. 


Mr. RAY. Mr. Speaker, after what has already been so worthily 
said of the life and public services of my late predecessor, but little 
remains for me to add. I feel unwilling, however, to let this occa- 
sion pass without paying my humble tribute to the worth of EvaRTS 
W. FARR. 

Residing near him, it was my pri 
twenty vears and upward. As a civilian, he laid 1 
ship, as that term is commonly understood, but he was, 
a thoroughly 
judgment and sound common sense. 


one who 
them; a 


t + 


him intimately for 
10 claim to leader- 
nevertheless, 


citizen, possessed of good 


] 1 tw 
Vilege to KNOW 


excellent and public-spirited 


From personal observation ever since he came to man’s estate, I 
l position of public trust or private con- 
l eliable, faithful, and effi- 


can safely aver 
fidence 
cient 


he was 


is biography which has 


I concur fully in tne accurat mpenda f } 


, and will not, therefore, take 
The people of b 


been soeloqi n rf nbymy colleagues 
the time of the 
preciating the 
both in mil as a member of the 
present Congress by : jority, and members as- 
ated with hin pon committees, i nd all who¢ njoved his acquaint- 
l worthily that as that of his 
re-elex n to the Forty-seventh Congress was bestowed by his con- 
stituents. Few men have made more friends during so brief an allot- 
men fe, and none have left behind them fewer enemies. 
Upon this occasion I can do little more than to express the senti- 
ments of kindly regard with which my long acquaintance with Major 
FARR had inspired me, leaving to others, who have to-day so well 
fullilled the task, to speak of those features of his career which en- 
deared him to the people of New Hampsire, and which will endear 
his memory to them forever. 
We the formal announcement of his death that we 
may, by this public demonstration, show our respect for the high 
ofiice which he held, and our appreciation of his patriotism as shown 
on the battle-field and his faithfulness as displayed in civil life. 
These resolutions cannot augment the fame of the deceased, but they 
will show that the Republic can be grateful to those who have served 

_her well, and that men of all parties can appreciate the qualities 
which illustrated and adorned his life. 

The lesson of his well-spent life and untimely death cannot fail 
us, for the former is ever before us as an example, the latter as a 
warning. The spectacle of one cut down in the prime of his man- 
hood, in the very midst of a useful aud meritorious career, is one that 
may well make us pause in the hurry and bustle of our daily duties, 
to consider whether life is worth all the wear and tear and worry 
that we undergo for worldly purposes alone, and it brings to mind, 
with overwhelming force, the truth that it is not all of life to live. 
The pure, patriotic, and noble life of our deceased friend remains only 
a memory, but it is a memory which descends to his family, and 
kindred, and friends asa priceless inheritance, an imperishable legacy 
of honor. 

With mingled feelings of sadness and satisfaction I move the adop- 
tion of these resolutions: sadness at the occurrence which gave rise 
to their introduction, satisfaction because of the opportunity afforded 
me to forward what I consider most appropriate action on the part 
of this House in commemoration of an event which has brought sor- 
sow to so many hearts and an impressive lesson to us all. 


is district, ap- 


iad elected him 
honorable 
801 


ance, 
} 


+ ; ‘ }, 7 Q . »1 
can testily honor as Well 


now To 


listen 


The SPEAKER. The question is on the adoption of the resolutions 
submitted by the gentleman from New Hampshire. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted; and then, in obedience 
thereto, the House (at three o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and other papers were laid on the Clerk’s 
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of Henry Howard and Alonzo N. 
Moffat, that an American register be granted the steam-barge Tecum- 
seh—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, asking for an appro- 
priation to improve the harbor at New Buffalo, in the county of Ber- 
rien, Michigan—to the same committee. 

Also, resolutions of the Association of Agricultural Societies of Mich- 
igan, asking that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department, 
and also that measures be taken to prevent the spread of contagious 
diseases among cattle—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of William W. Hanes, for an ex- 
tension of his patent for an improvement in explosive projectiles for 
ordnance—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of Charles W. Minard, John 
Standley, and others, soldiers of Grant City, Iowa, against the passage 
of the sixty-surgeons pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of P. A. Wilton and others, citizens 
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| others, that soldiers discharged for disease receive the same 


FEBRUARY 9, 


~ a 


of Michigan, for such amendment of the patent laws as w))) m- 
innocent purchasers against fraud in the sale of patented aro 
to the Committee on Patents. articles— 
Also, the petition of P. A. Wiltonand others, citizens oj Michi 
for the passage of laws requiring just and equal charges a gan, 
portation and freight—to the Committee on Commerce. | —_ 
Also, the petition of Samuel Woolbridge, of Michigan 
sation for injuriessustained by reason of an alleged illegal arrest an 
imprisonment by United States officials—to the Committee on Cl; = 
Also, resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, asking iene 
propriation in money for the improvement of New Buffalo Harbo 
Michigan—to the Committee on Commerce. es 
By Mr. HENDERSON: The petition of Joseph B. Cushman » 


for compen. 


8 


} 

: : vount 

as those discharged on account of wounds—to the Committee o; Mili 

tary Affairs. : 
By Mr. McGOWAN: Resolution of the Legislature of Mic} 


roy 


asking an appropriation to secure an efficient harbor at New Bui)’ 
Michigan—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of 8. L. Bentley and &0 citizens of Eaton Rayiag 
Michigan, for the amendment of the patent laws—to the Comy 
on Patents. 

Also, the petition of S. L. Bentley and 75 citizens of Eaton Ranidg 
Michigan, for the enactment of an income-tax law—to the Committes 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Lewis Gordon and 10 others, citizens of Mic). 
gan, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committe 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of William G. Philips and &4 others, citizens 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made 
Department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of the Association of Agricultural Societies of Mich. 
gan, asking that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department 
and also that measures be taken to prevent the spread of contagious 
diseases among cattle—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of C. N. Cobler and 60 others. 
for the passage of anincome-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Also, the petition of A. L. Clark and 60 others, for the passage of 
a law to protect innocent purchasers of patented articles and patent 
rights—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of T. J. Oldfather and 60 others, for the passag 
of an interstate-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of J. C. Stiver and 60 others, that the Bureau o 
Agriculture be made a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. SCOVILLE: The petition of citizens of Buffalo, New York, 
that a duty be levied upon all fresh-water fish imported into th 
United States that may be caught in Canadian waters—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of soldiers of Logan County, 
Illinois, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Con- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TILLMAN: The petition of members of Saint George 
Grange, Colleton County, South Carolina, that the patent laws be so 
amended as to protect innocent purchasers against fraudulent vend- 
ers of patents and patent rights—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. VALENTINE: The petition of W. G. Hildreth and 30 others, 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of G. H. Haarmann, of Omaha, Nebraska, manu- 
facturer of vinegar, against the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 6400) 
relating to the manufacture of vinegar—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of R. R. Hudson and 9 others, citi- 
zens of Middleport, Ohio, for the construction of an ice-harbor at that 
place—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIS: The petition of the Louisville (Kentucky) Board 
of Trade, against the enactment of a bankrupt law—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. ; . 

By Mr. YOCUM: The petition of citizens of Clearfield County, 
Pennsylvania, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons pension bill— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


littee 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, February 9, 1881. 


The Senate met at eleven o’clock a. m. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D. ' 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. JOHNSTON. I present the petition of a number of citizens ® 
Richmond, Virginia, praying for a further survey of James Riv or all 
a view of securing a channel to Richmond of twenty-tive feet as 
tide. This petition is signed by a great number of the es 
men and business men of the city of Richmond, and is so impor 
that I ask that it be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be read. 





0 the bounda 





1881. 
INDS That is the petition ? 

_ EDMUNDS. What ts the pe mn . 
: LOGE-PRESIDENT. It is a petition for the 
fames River, 
| ; MU! * cas * . ° 
= f g purpose, if he wishes the petition in print, to have it 
sy) yy order of the Senate, and save the enormous expense of its 

inte the RECORD. I see 1618 quite long. 
wir. IOHNSTON. I make that motion. 
ve VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair hears no objection, and the 
te wil] be referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 


lmprovement of 
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I submit to the Senator whether it would not | 
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Rio Grande River; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WHYTE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2167) to change the name of the tug-boat 
George I. Morris, of Baltimore, Maryland, to Queen Victoria, of the 
same place; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 1] 








ic 


|; Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. COCKRELL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2168) to authorize the Postmaster-Genera} 
to adopt a device for canceling postage-stamps; which was read 


| twice by its title. 


rinted. 
— ye HNST¢ IN presented the petition of W. 8S. Kimball and others, 
we of the United States, praying to have the additional tax as- 
*) and collected under a ruling of Commissioner Douglass, now | 
seset —- by the Supreme Court to have been illegal, refunded to them ; 


‘h was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of Samuel Bloomer and 
ove citizens of Stillwater, Minnesota, and vicinity, praying for the 
. of the amendment reported by the Committee on Pensions to 
3, No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication 
. which was ordered to lie on the table. 
HARRIS presented the petition of Jacob and Charles Schnei- 
Knox County, Tennessee, praying for compensation for wood 
“from their farms by the United States Army; which were 
1to the Committee on Claims. 


pasa 


= . 
nciainis, 


takel 


| tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads ; 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move the reference of the bill to the Commit 
and I hope they will give due 
consideration to it. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORGAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 


| introduce a bill (S. No. 2169) to provide for the settlement of the 


Ponca tribe of Indians, and for other purposes relating to their wel- 
fare; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Select 
Committee to examine into the circumstances connected with the 
removal of the Northern Cheyennes from the Sioux reservation te 


| the Indian Territory. 


“Ve. GROOME presented the petition of Harry Howard, Post No. | 


Ooh : . : o . : 
: Grand Army of the Republic, of Baltimore, Maryland, praying for 
of the amendments reported by the Committee on Pen- 
ons to the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adju- 
Jieation of pension claims; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. CALL presented the petition of J. William Ewan and others, 
tivens of Miami, Florida, praying that Dade County, in that State, 





a 


) was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


| the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes ; 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. INGALLS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROLLINS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him tothe bill (H. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to provide 
for the expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for 
which 


| was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 


transferred from the northern to the southern judicial district ; | 


Vr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was | 


eferred the petition of the Old Settlers or Western Cherokee In- 

aus, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 2164) 

refer the claim of the Western Cherokees or Old Settlers to the 
l'pited States Court of Claims for adjudication. The bill was read 
twice by its title, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROLLINS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 

was referred the bill (H. R. No. 5715) to vacate and close an 
ley in square 504 in Washington, District of Columbia, reported it 
th an amendment. 

Mr. WALLACE, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 2180) for the extension of the area of the 
mint at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and for greater security to the 
ame, reported it withoutamendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 

hich was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 155) to authorize the Secretary of 
he Interior to ascertain the amounts due to citizens of the United 
States for supplies furnished the Sioux or Dakota Indians of Minne- 








I-62, and providing for the payment thereof, reported it with an 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Education and Labor, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 1468) to enable the State of Colorado to 
select lands under the act of Congress of July 2, 1862, and the act of 
July 23, 1866, making a grant of land to States and Territories which 
may provide colleges for the benefit of agricultureand the mechanic 








which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HEREFORD, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
telerred the bill (H. R. No. 375) for the relief of Philemon B. Hawkins, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
H.R. No. 2503) for the relief of John H. W. Riley, of California, re- 
ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was | 


reierred the bill (S.No. 197) to declare certain lands subject to taxa- 
*0, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr, KIRKWOOD, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
‘hom was referred the bill (S. No. 1834) to pay the creditors of the 


vas ordered to be printed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ROLTINe . 
Mr. ROLLINS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 


niroduce a bill (S. No. 2165) for the relief of Sidney P. Luther; which | 


fonts the ck by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, re- 
Mr WINDOM ee on Finance. = 
intendinen 3 Ae asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
Vinee a bill (S. No. 2166) authorizing the construction of a bridge 
‘ary-line between the United States and Mexico on the 


8, reported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon; | 


ate Henr 7Q) T° , . . nlark « , “re > — ° . : 
ed it y. h Waggoner, late consular clerk at Lyons, France, re- | Chair will state that the words proposed to be stricken out by the 
‘itwithan amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which | 


printed. 
NATURALIZATION OF NATIVES OF SPAIN. 


Mr. WALLACE submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate to the Senate, if in 
his opinion not incompatible with the poy, interests, the correspondence which 
has recently passed between Spain and the United States in regard to the agree- 
ment of February 12, 1871, and more particularly with reference to the question of 
the naturalization in the United States of natives of Spain. 

ADJUSTMENT OF PENSION APPLICATIONS, 

Mr. INGALLS submitted the following resolution ; 
dered to lie on the table and be printed: 

Resolved, That a committee of three Senators be appointed by the Chair, to sit 
during the recess of the Senate, with power to employ a clerk and stenographer, 
for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the laws relative to the adjustment 
of pensions, with authority to report at the next session of the Senate, by bill or 
otherwise, what measures are necessary to secure the early adjudication of appli- 
cations for pension 


which was or- 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
Mr. WALLACE. 


I desire to give notice now that on Friday, im- 


| mediately after the morning hour, I shall ask the Senate to hear me 





while I submit some remarks on the joint resolution (S. R. No. 148) 


| proposing an amendment to the Constitution changing the mode of 


i i : | electing President and Vice-President of the United States, which ] 
sota subsequent to August, 1860, and prior tothe massacre of August, | 


introduced on the 20th of January last. 
CALENDAR OF PENSION BILLs. 

Mr. WITHERS. I desire to give notice that to-morrow morning, 
immediately after the conclusion of the morning business proper, I 
shall ask the Senate to take up and act upon the various pension 
bills which are upon the’Calendar with favorable reports. A previ- 
ous notice to the same effect which I gave I was unable to carry out, 
having been unexpectedly called away. 

COURTS IN VIRGINIA. 

Mr. LAMAR. I move to reconsider the vote by which the Senate, 
on Monday last, passed the bill (H. R. No. 6599) to change the time 
for holding circuit and district courts of the United States for the 


| western district of Virginia, held at Danville, Virginia. 


The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. LAMAR. I now move to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was ordered to a third reading and read the third time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LAMAR. In line 3 of section 2 I move to strike out “the Ist 
of May, 1881,” and insert “its passage;” so as to make the section 
read : 


All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. This 
act shall be in force from its passage. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. EpMunps in the chair.) The 


Senator from Mississippi were inserted by the Senate, as the Chair is 
informed, by way of amendment, and therefore the vote inserting 


| those words would require strictly to be reconsidered, unless by unani- 


mous consent the Senate is willing they should be stricken out. 
Mr. MORRILL. Let the first section of the bill be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


That the United States circuit and district courts of the United States for the 
western district of Virginia, held at Danville, in the State of Virginia, shall here- 
after be held at said city of Danville, commencing on Tuesday after the third 
Monday in June and on Tuesday after the third Monday in November of each 
year, instead of the times now fixed by law 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
unanimous consent that the words which were stricken out by an 
amendment in the Senate may be restored to the bill, leaving the bill 
in its original condition in that respect. Is there objec tion? The 
Chair hears none, and this reversal of the amendment 
by unanimous consent. The question again recurs, 8! 
read the third time. 

The bill was ordered to 
passed. 


a third reading, read the and 


third time, 


DISTRICT MUNICIPAL CODE, 


Mr. HARRIS. I desire to call up for consideration tl 
reported by me on Monday last from the Committee on 
of Columbia, which I suppose is properly morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the rule, calls up a resolution, which will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, reported by Mr. HArR- 
ris from the Committee on the District of Columbia on 
stant 

That on and after Tuesday ! th o ebruary, 1851, the Senate will 

for the purpose 

1 a municipal code 

meet each day until the same 


f recess at 
considering Ho 
r the District of Columbia 


shall ha been finally acts 
Mr. HARRIS. I have 
reported by me from a ¢ omumittee. 
of an amendment, an 
3th,” and inserting “ Wednesday, the 9th,” and in the after part of 
the resolution by inserting “seven and a half o’clock” 


a“ 


18e l il 
y the Senat 


no right to modify the resolution as it was 


seven o'clock.” 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
experiment of holding an evening session has been very often tried 
and very seldom has been successful. It seems to me 
pen 


o'clock continuously. 
enable one to go down street and get dinner and return, and we can 


ret a very comfortable dinner in the restaurant, going out two or | | 
of them—I think there is no measure that calls for diligent atten; 


three at atime. By continuing in session until about half past seven 


or eight o’clock we shall transact more business and do it in a more | 
orderly manner than by coming up here in the evening, when it is t rop 
| ate to consider no bill as second in importance after the appropria 


very difficult to obtain a quorum. 
Mr. HARRIS. The bill the consideration of which the resolution 
provides for is a bill of three hundred and thirty-five pages. 


bill should be considered. In the present condition of the business 
of the Senate I am satisfied that it will not be considered at this ses- 
sion unless the Senate will consent to hold night sessions for at least 


one or two, possibly a larger number of nights. I desire the judgment | 


of the Senate as to whether the bill shall be considered at this session 
of Congress. 
eration of the Senate. 
be a member believes it to be important, 


up. 
do think it important that the bill should be considered, and I ask 
the Senate to fix a day, an early day, at which it shall be taken up 
and its consideration proceeded with to conclusion, or I must insist 
upon taking the vote of the Senate at least as to holding night sessions 
for the purpose of considering it. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask a parliamentary question of the Chair. 


Is it in order for the Senate to direct in advance that no other busi- | 
ness shall be done except attention to one bill until it is proceeded | 


with under the rule which says what motions shall be in order when 
a bill is taken up, &c.? Can that be done without a change of that 
rule of the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks thatthe resolution 
of the Senator from Tennessee is in order. 
is in order under the tenth rule, as making a special order, a special 
direction for the consideration of 
rule provides may be made by a vote of two-thirds of the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Chair have that rule read ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the tenth 
rule, 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Any subject or 
be made a special order 
order shall arrive 
order before the Senate, unless there be unfinished business of the preceding day, 


in which case the untinished business shall have 


matter may, by a vote of two-thirds of 


t the Senators present, 
and when the hour fixe 


| for the consideration of a special 


prec dence 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Chair be kind enough to have the resolution 
as it now stands read again 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Tennessee. ; 

Mr. HOAR. Does the final passage of the resolution require a two- 
thirds vote ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion of the Chair, it does. 

Mr. BECK. I should like to make the suggestion, for what it is 
worth, that we devote next Saturday, meeting at eleven o’clock, to 
the consideration of this bill to the exclusion of all 
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The Senator from Mississippi asks | 


is agreed to | 
all the bill be | 


1e resolution | 

the District . i 

| days, the bill can never be enrolled during the remaini, 

The Senator from Tennessee, under | 
| 


the 7th in- | ; 
| ate as to whether the bill shall be considered. 


I suggest, however, the propriety | 
( offer to amend by striking out ‘ Tuesday, the | 


instead of | 
I suggest to my friend from Tennessee that the | 
that it would | 
ore convenient to the Senate and conduce more to the dispatch | 


of business if the Senate should sit until seven or half past seven | 
The time allowed for recess is not sufficient to 





The | 
Committee on the District of Columbia believes it important that the | 


Of course I have no desire to press it upon the consid- | 
The committee of which I have the honor to | 
if the Senate will consent, | 
toset apart a day certain, some early day, when the bill shall be taken | 
I have no desire to press upon the Senate night sessions, but I | ing, L ui 
| are more than two or three topics in the bill about which there will be 


The Chair thinks that it | 


particular bill, which the tenth | 


| session, all the work which is required being as valuable and use! 





it shall be the duty of the presiding officer to lay such special | 
| rise to a very long debate. 


| taxation in the District of Columbia? 





other business. | 


FEBRvary 9 


s nn 
The chances are that by meeting at eleven o'clock and dey tis 
day to it, we shall make more progress with the bil| than we 
in four or five night sessions, and we can determine hy ¢, 
whether another day will not finish it. Ihave never han ¢ 
from a night session, and we can do a great deal of work hy 9, 
the whole day Saturday to it and meeting at eleven o’¢lod) 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to say that the suggestion of the e.. 
from Kentucky is perfectly satisfactory to me. I wish to ie 
convenience and judgment of the Senate first as to whether ; 
shall be considered at all, and, if so, to notify the Senate thes 
it is considered at an early day its consideration is wholly eae 
Unless it can be finally acted upon by the Senate within the 


V 
atur 


LUV cde 


CCE ssg 
next t 


; : sean : ig days of { 
session. I am perfectly willing myself that we shall hold yio) g 


sions for its consideration. I would prefer if the Senate would ¢ 
it up or proceed to its consideration on the day named by the « 
ator from Kentucky ; but I desire to invoke the judgment of tha ¢ 

Mr. WALLACE. Idesire to give notice that the Post-Ofiice » 
priation bill is ready and awaiting the action of the Senate. It 
awaits the right of way now occupied by the pension appropr 
bill, and just as soon as that appropriation bill is out of the war 
Post-Oflice appropriation bill will be pressed. I am advised’ +... 
there is debate to go on upon it, and I desire to give notice that] < s 
claim the right of way for the Post-Office appropriation Dil] whe 
ever I can get the floor. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to say to the Senator from Pennsyl; 
that if the bill in question shal! be taken up and under considerat 
so far as I have the power, being the person reporting it, ] s] 
certainly always consent to its being informally laid aside for +i, 
consideration of any general appropriation bill. In the considers. 
tion of that or any other bill of its character that I could cont; 
should always give the right of way to a general appr 
bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I desire to contribute to the judgment of the Se 
by stating that the funding bill was reported back here last Fr: 
and except the appropriation bills—and I can scarcely except s 


t 


opriat 


on the part of the Senate more than that bill. Therefore, I had pro. 
posed, not to antagonize any appropriation bill, but to ask the s 


tion bills to the bill for refunding the national debt now about to: 
ture. For that reason I say to my friend from Tennessee, wit 
denying the interest and perhaps necessity for amelioration in the leg 
islation of this District, that I consider it will be the duty of the Sen 
ate to prefer action upon the funding bill to any bill that is not strict 
necessary for the support of the Government, and I shall urge t! 
whenever the opportunity occurs. I have hoped it might be consid 
ered to-morrow. 

Mr. MORRILL. Itis evident, Mr. President, that we are very mu 
crowded as to time for the business that is before the Senate. I think 
the motion made by the Senator from Tennessee should be accepted 
so far as this evening is concerned. The bill is a long one and wil 
require much time for the reading, and I do not understand that there 


much contention. I think, therefore, it will be better to have on 
evening when the bill can be read, and then, perhaps, accept the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Kentucky for Saturday; but, first and 
most important, it seems to me that we should have one evening t 
dispose of the long time it will require to read the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, we have seventeen legislative days on)y 
after to-morrow, in this session. We have a very large number 0 
measures before the Senate which have been matured by committees 
and which have been very thoroughly debated, which are ot great 
public importance. Now, it seems to me that the Senate ought no 


| to lay aside all those matters and to lose all the benefit which has 


Y 


come from the discussion and comparison of views upon the 
favor of this particular measure. This is a mere code, codifying th 
laws of this District, the laws which are in force, laws which ae 
known to the courts and to the profession, and the District wi 

suffer from a delay of six months in enacting that code into a statute 


| orp ° ° . . ie san +h act 
he labor which has been employed in framing it will not in the le 
| be lost. This document will be here at the beginning of next winter® 


{ 


to the Senate and the House of Representatives next winter as 2 " 

Then, in addition to that, it contains three or four matters le™ 
tioned by the Senator from Tennessee the other day, which will gi' 
, Now, why should we crowd out ee 
cessary discussion for maturing a pension system, which has been 8° 
largely debated so far, by addressing ourselves to the local system 0° 
c Why should we crowd out te 
measures for the relief of the Indians, which have been discusse’ *" 
fully? Why should we crowd out the Geneva award, which the ben 


Si 


| ate has debated and debated, but the bill in regard to which I] om 


will command nearly the unanimous support of the Senate, at . 
rate of a very large majority? Why should all these measures, © hic! 
were introduced in season, which were brought here early in _ macs 
sion, and which have been so largely discussed and matured, De ti 
aside to enter upon and begin a discussion in regard to the tax sy 


in the District of Columbia, and the other matters mentioned by ™ 


ste 





1281, 
y 1 l 
y. ee 
oy senator from 4 
cimple reading ¢ , : : pre 
ee eeme to me, Mr. President, that the Senator from Tennessee, who 
* here in December, can introduce this measure in December. 
Lit . 


vee ene that the present bill has passed the House of Representa- 
ve. but the amendments which have been reported by our commit- 
11 be very unlikely to get through the House. : hey cannot in 
+o of their business, in my judgment, be very likely to feel that 
ee be able to give to them the discussion which mat- 
ae volving such important principles will provoke. _ 
ternst the Senate will, as the Senator from Tennessee invites their 
ine nt, express the opinion that this matter should be laid aside 
Mee pinning of another Congress, when we shall have ample time, 
. none of the matters contained in the bill will have suffered any 
ee by waiting. ; a 
rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
‘he Senator from Tennessee to the resolution. 
ha amendment was agreed to. 
i PRESIDING OFFICER. 
intion as amended. 
uestion being put, there were, on a division, ayes 19, noes 16— 


Ce 


.n properly 


wher 


The question now is on agreeing to 


‘gorum voting. 
he \i;, ROLLINS called for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 
at Mr. BAYARD. I ask that the resolution as amended be read for 





rmation. 
rhe “PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution will be read as 
. de d. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
and after Wednesday the 9th of February, 1281, the Senate 
e a recess at — o'clock p. m. and meet at seven and a half o'clock p. m. 
= se of considering House bill No. 5541, entitled ‘‘An act to establish 
nal code for the District of Columbia,” and will continue so to meet each 
same shall have been finally acted upon by the Senate 
Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, there is not a Senator in this body 
hom | would be more courteous than the Senator from Tennes- 
[his bill, however, is between three and four hundred pages 
involving an entire and elaborate revision of the municipal 
de and government of this District. If the Senate is going to or- 
r night sessions, let it doit with itseyesopen. There will be hard 
shts’ work before us, involving every conceivable subject almost 
that arises in government under this bill. I am as willing to work 
is anybody in this Chamber ; I do not think I am inclined to shirk it; 
hut if we enter on this discussion, we have a hard and elaborate one 
veforeus. I agree that if it is to be done, it must be done at night, 
g cause there is more than enough of business that is almost imper- 
n its character to consume all the days between now and the 
ose of thesession. LIapprehend, however, when this work is entered 
here will be very few night sessions until everybody will re- 
tthat they have been ordered. The struggle will be to have a 
rum to do business at all, and great and grave questions will be 
passed upon in a way that they ought not to be disposed of, in a way 
k t will make their reconsideration hereafter necessary. I do not 
a elieve that this great measure, this enormous bill, which perhaps 
I] sallright and perhaps not all right—my attention has been called 
r to various parts of it—ought to be taken up at this session. It 
i ught to be taken up at the beginning of a session and not consid- 
red, as it were, under duress; and, without the slightest disrespect 
g- to the Senator from Tennessee, and with every desire on my part to 
i blige him, I hope the Senate will not make this order. 
Mr. BAYARD, Iconcur very largely with what has been said by 
the Senator from Indiana. I do not believe that this bill, an entire 
de of laws for the government of this District, containing 150,000 
people, supplying: laws for every imaginable branch of that govern- 








° ment, can be considered properly at this stage of the session of Con- 
at gress; and I think, without diminishing its importance at all, that 
ot ‘is comparatively unimportant to other measures which are before 
as the two Houses of Congress, and which should meet with final action 
; velore they separate on the 4th of March. 
i Por that reason I shall move to amend the resolution of the Sena- 
. ‘or trom Tennessee by substituting instead of the name and number 
- of the bill contained in the resolution the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to 
" laculitate the refunding of the national debt. 
° _ I trankly say that I hope the Senate will not adopt the resolution 
oo night sessions. My experience in this body, not now a short 
. i2e, has proved to me the difficulty, after a long day of close atten- 
woh 11 Committee-rooms and in the legislative duties of the Senate, of 
“ evcurihg a quorum of the Senate ; and so you are constantly arrested 
He some Motion of importance by the disclosure that you have not 
i. » Juorum and cannot compel the attendance of Senators. This has 
of alte reap, not onee or twice, but it has been tried a hundred times, and 
he at the wen ot? Come here the measures before the Senate have been 
: * we Mercy of any individual who would demand the yeas and nays 
. manatee that would betray by a division of the Senate the ab- 
” the ome  vorum, and then the bill must be laid on the table and 
. ~ duestion go over. But if night sessions are to be had, then I do 


Say that the funding 
of the regular : 
~* am 
they 


bill should have preference to any other not one 

appropriation bills. 

opposed to night sessions at this time because I do not think 

f oad practicable; I do not think they are economical. In point 
ts of labor they are not economical. I am sure that there are 
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Tennessee—a bill which is to take four or five hours in many gentlemen who hear me now who recognize perfectly well the 
| difliculty of attempting to get important bills considered in the Sen- 


ate upon which there ought to be debate, upon which there will be 
debate, at a time when every division will disclose the absence of a 
quorum. I put it to the good sense of the Senate that it is not well 
at this time to direct a night session, and I move the amendment, and 
I feel called upon to offer it, that House bill No. 4592 be substituted 
in the place of the bill named in the resolution, the number of which 
I ask the Clerk to read. 

Mr. HARRIS. The amendment the Senator suggests is hardly in 
order. At all events, I shall raise the question of order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair holds that itis in order. It 
is not a proposition to take up a bill instantly, or to amend a motion of 
that kind; but it is to strike out one name and number and insert 
another. That is the amendment of the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. WHYTE. Before the vote is taken I wish to say one or two 
words. As one of the members of the sub-committee to whom was 
committed the examination of this bill, I beg to say to the Senate 
that the billis the result of the work of a commission appointed under 
the act of Congress of 1878, providing a permanent form of govern- 
ment for this District. It has been very carefully prepared, it has 
been very carefully revised, and I am entirely satistied that it can be 
disposed of in one or two days, so far as the great bulk of the bill is 
concerned; and I agree entirely with the Senator from Tennessee in 
the desire and in the necessity of having night sessions to dispose of 
parts of the-bill to which there will probably be no objection; but I 
no not think we can begin to-night, and I would suggest to him to 
postpone the day until Monday next, and provide that from Monday 
on we shall hold night sessions until this bill is disposed of. If that 
amendment is made, I think he will have no trouble with the resolu 
tion. 

Mr. HOAR. Why should not the committee strike out from the bill 
that which is new legislation, and let that come up in aseparate way ? 
Ido not propose to permit the affirmation by the Congress of the 
United States of the doctrine that trust funds (and I include in those 
funds raised by religious bodies for the public worship of God, and 
whether those funds be invested in the real estate of churches or held 
as personal property) ought to be taxed without the most strenuous 
resistance, and that will give rise undoubtedly to very extended de 
bate. The Senate voted it down on full debate two years ago, and I 
do not see why in a mere codification of the existing law anything 
that anybody thinks would be a good change of the law should be 
put in. New legislation and codes are inconsistent; they do not 
belong together in the same bill. If the committee would strike out 
the three or four radical changes proposed in the law and not attempt 
to force them through by the aid of their code, they would have no 
difficulty in getting their bill passed. 

COUNT ELECTORAL 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of twelve o’clock having ar- 
rived, in pursuance of the provisions of the concurrent resolution of 
the two Houses relative to the counting of the votes for President 
and Vice-President of the United States, the Senate will now proceed 
to the Chamber of the House of Representatives. 

The Senate, headed by the Vice-President and Secretary, and pre- 
ceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, thereupon proceeded to the Hall of 
the House of Representatives. 

The Senate returned to its Chamber at one o’clock and forty min- 
utes p. m. 


OF VOTES. 


REPORT ON HOG CHOLERA, ETC. 

Mr. WHYTE. The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 362) to authorize the printing of 50,000 
copies of special report of the Commissioner of Agriculture relative 
to diseases of swine and infectious and contagious diseases incident 
to other domestic animals, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report it back with a favorable recom 
mendation, and I ask for its immediate consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

Mr. EATON. As this may be called somewhat of a broken day, 
and we heve passed through a very pleasant and orderly scene, I 
hardly think the Senate will care to go into legislative business at 
large this afternoon. There is some very important business that 
ought to be brought up in executive session, and I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. GARLAND. Will the Senator withdraw his motion to allow 
me to give a notice? 

Mr. EATON. Certainly. 

GENEVA AWARD. 


Mr. GARLAND. I wish to give notice that on Friday morning 


next, after the morning hour, if there is no regular appropriation bill 
before the Senate, [shall ask the Senate totake up and consider the bil! 
(8. No. 2091) for reviving and continuing the court of commissioners 
of Alabama claims, and for the distribution of the unappropriat ed 
moneys of the Geneva award, which was reported from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


1372 


Mr. HOAR. 


apply to the 


I suggest to the Senator that he give the notice to 
time immediately after the the routine 
business of the morning he ur. 

Mr. GARLAND. I will 

rHE MONROI 
HOAR. ask unanir 


conclusion of 


80 MOUUy the nol 


DOCTRINE. 


ous consent to sul 


sa brief 
United 

those powers of 

Mr. Everett w 

of State, 

r minister at London to be read 

gn affaiz The reply of Lord John Russell, who was 

ish secretary of State for foreig: » Mr. Everett’s 

after Mr. Everett’s retirement the oftice of 

tary of State; but Mr. Everett made avery able and interesting 
what is called the Monroe doctrine and the relation 
» United States to the question of the acquisition by European 
terri inent in a very interesting man- 
however, not being | document, was printed as a 
are, in the oflicial 


Britain and 
regard to the 


uba, &@ corre- 


document. Vhen Great 


States a convention in 
the island of ¢ 
ith the English Government, 

iplomatic form of ad- 


tothe English 


: 
in the usual diy 


allairs, 
made irom 


, discussing 


} 
upon tilis cont 


owers of 
Phat, an officia 
pamphlet, and is not contained, so far as I am aw 
documents published by either House of Congress. There is no copy 
of it in the Congressional Library ; there is no copy of it to be found 
public libraries in the city of Boston. There is a copy 

of the pamphlet in the Department of State. It is a very interesting 
and important contribution to our history, and a very interesting con- 
tion to the material for the discussion of known as the 


tory 


‘ 


4} 
in apy I ine 


what is ki 
It isa brief pamphlet, which can be reprinted with- 
t exceeding the cost of the usual order, and I ask unanimous con- 
sent that it may be ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate as 
one of our documents. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am not certain that it isa privileged motion, but 
if it be not I am quite certain that the Senate will give its unanimous 
consent to enable me to submit a motion to complete the purpose for 
which the tellers were appointed. I propose to dispose of what was 
proceeding, to wit, to finish the counting of the votes according to the 
forms of the Senate, and I submit the report of the tellers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Epmunps in the chair.) The 
pending question is, Will the Senate grant unanimous consent that 
the Senator from Massachusetts have leave at this time to introduce 
the resolution which was read by him. 

Mr. HOAR. It willtake but half a minute. 
t, if the Senator from Maine desires. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It would be better to waive it. 
count. 

Mr. HOAR. I will waive the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


t 
withdraws his request for the present. 


nroe doetrine. 


However, I will waive 


Let us finish the 


Irom 


Massachusetts 


COUNT OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following report; which was read: 
‘ part of the two Houses report that they have counted the 
votes of all the States cast for President and Vice-President of the United States 
of America for the constitutional term of four years from the 4th day of March, 
1881, and find that on the first Wednesday in December, 1580, the electors of all 
the States assembled in their respective States, being the day prescribed by law 
tor the assembling of the electors, except the electors for the State of Georgia 


i tellers on the 


That of those who assembled and cast their votes on the said first Wednesday in 
December, 1880, James A. Garfield, of the State of Ohio, received 214 votes for Pres- 
dent of the United States ; Winfield S. Hancock, of the State of Pennsylvania, re- 
eived 144 votes for the same oftice. 

That for Vice-President of the United States 
of New York, received 214 votes; William 
received 144 votes 

That from the report of the electors of the State of Georgia, it appears that the 
electors of that State assembled in Atlanta, the capital of that State, on the second 
Wednesday of December, 1°80, being the §&th day of said month, and so assembled 
on that day did cast the electoral votes of that State (11) for Winfield S. Han- 
cock, of the State of Pennsylvania, for President of the United States ; 11 for 
William H. English, of Indiana, for Vice-President of the United States. 

From all of which it appears that the whole number of electors appointed to vote 
for Preesidentand Vice-President of the United States is 369,of which a majority is 185. 
Were the votes of electors of the State of Georgia cast on the second W ednesday of 
December, 1880, being the sth day of said month, counted, the result would be: For 
Tames A. Garfield, of the State of Ohio, for President of the United States, 214 votes, 
and for Winfield S. Hancock, of the State of Pennsylvania, for President of the 
United States, 155 votes; and for Chester A. Arthur, of the State of New York, for 
Vice-P) esident of the United States, 214 votes, and for William H. English, of the 
State of Indiana, for Vice-President of the United States, 155 votes. If the votes 
of the electors of the State of Georgia cast as aforesaid were not counted, the result 
would be: For President of the United States, James A. Garfield, of the State of 
Ohio, 214 votes; Winfield S. Hancock, of the State of Pennsylvania, 144 votes ; for 
Vice-President of the United States, Chester A. Arthur, of the State of New York, 
214 votes; William H. English, of the State of Indiana, 144 votes. In either event 
James A. Gartield, of the State of Ohio, has received for President of the United 
States, and Chester A. Arthur, of the State of New York, has received for Vice- 
President of the United States, respectively, a majority of the votes of the whole 
number of electors appointed. 


Chester A. Arthur, of the State 
H. English, of the State of Indiana, 


H. HAMLIN, 
A. G. THURMAN, 

Tellers on the part of the Senate. 
JNO. F. HOUSE, 
RICHARD CROWLEY, 


Tellers on the partof the House of Representatives. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be 
Journal of the Senate, if there is no objection. 
Mr. HAMLIN. According to the usage of tl 


: 7 : HiS Occasion, 
the following resolution: 


entered o 


I submit 


Whereas the Senate having met the House of Re presentatives i; 
with the fifth section of the act of Ist March, 1792, relative to ‘i “ 
ident and Vice-President of the United States, and the electoral vot 
opened by the President of the Senate in the presence of thet wo He eee 
gress and counted by the tellers appointed on the part of the two li ae 
appearing that the whole number of electors appointed to vote for Pre 
Vice-President of the United States is 369, of which a majority js 2: 
ther appearing that James A. Garfield, of Ohio, had received 214 votes ¢,. 
dent of the United States, and that Chester A. Arthur, of New York haa 
214 votes for Vice-President of the United States, whic h numbe oi 
the votes of the whole number of electors appointed, and the same ; 
duly declared by the President of the Senate in the presence of thi cn | 
Therefore mwaee 

Resolved by the S 
ica in Congress asst 
tion and la 
facts is! 


electior 


e of Representat 68 of the 4 

es 

» two Houses are of opinion that the 
ited 


and that no further de 


United St 


vs have iarauior 


ecessary. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine as 
the present consideration of this resolution. Is there objee 
The Chair will state to the Senate that in the form of the reso) 
the Chair has some doubt whether under the rules it requir 
separate readings, or whether if is to be adopted like a coy, 
resolution by a single vote, and will ask the view of the Sena} 
Maine on that point. 

Mr. HAMLIN. My impression is that it is simply a concurrept pos. 
olution and does not possess the force of a law or a joint resolyti 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will, on the sugges 
of the Senator from Maine, take that view of it and put the qui 7 
directly on the adoption of the resolution, if there be no objec: 
The Chair hearing no objection, the question is or 
resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


ag 


agreeing to t! 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 


Mr. EATON. After consultation with the Senator who has 
charge the pension appropriation bill, he deeming it necessary to press 
that measure, I withdraw, if I may do so, the motion which I n 
to go into executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to proceed to the 
sideration of executive business is withdrawn. 


AU 


MORTON MONUMENTAL 


Mr. VOORHEES. I move to discharge the Committee on Military 
Affairs from the further consideration of the joint resolution (H.R 
No. 83) granting condemned cannon to the Morton Monumental As- 
sociation, and I make the motion for the purpose of putting the joint 
resolution upon its passage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Therecollection of the Chair is t 
a motion to discharge a committee may be put immediately, and t 
committee being discharged it will then require unanimous consent 
to consider the joint resolution afterward. The question is on th 
motion of the Senator from Indiana to discharge the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana now asks 
unanimous consent to proceed to the consideration of the joint reso- 
lution. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ASSOCIATION. 


THE MONROE DOCTRINE. 


Mr. HOAR. I now ask unanimous consent for the adoption of tht 
resolution which I send to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Massachusetts 
asks unanimous consent to present, at this time, for present consit- 
eration, a resolution which will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows : 

Resolved, That 1,000 copies of the letter of Hon. Edward Everett, wr 
his retirement from the office of Secretary of State, in reply to Lord John ' 
on the proposed tripartite convention, relating to Cuba, be printed for the us 
the Senate. 


By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to consider the res 
lution. = 
Mr. HOAR. I desire to say in addition to what I have alread 
stated, that Mr. Everett in this letter states that the reply 1s mae 
with the approbation of Mr. Marcy, the then Secretary of State. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


° a] 
Mr. VEST submitted an amendment intended to be prope = 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes; W 1 ordered 
r . 2 Ynve 2 aT yrcereu 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ¢ 
to be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. MCPHERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Michael Fentenhetms vale. 
from the files of the Senate subject to the conditions imposed by the rt! 


me be withdraw2 
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PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


rhe Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 6532) 
The * appropriations for the payment of invalid and other pensions 
othe United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, the pend- 
er ogestion being on the amendment of Mr. Hoar, to agd to the 
U5 tment made as in Committee of the Whole the following: 
ber and distribution of said clerks in the different offices and different 
ae once to be at the discretion of the President 


*mel 
nent 


a 


menace 


+) make the entire amendment read : 


So as th 

a. gifty additional examiners, and for rent for additional rooms or build- 
10 Prey for the Pension Office, and the number of clerks for the Pension Office 
»t.(;enerals and Surgeon-General’s Offices, respectively, necessary to 
votive the work of said examiners, the sum of $200,000, to be immediate], 
, number and distribution of said clerks in the different offices and 
+ Departments to be at the discretion of the President. 





\(r,. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, the debates in the 
ste upon this bill show, I think, great confusion to exist in the 
nds of Senators on the subject of the estimates made by the Com- 
~: oner of Pensions upon the arrears legislation and the extent of 
» frauds perpetrated under the pension laws. While as an indi- 
d sal the estimates of the Commissioner of Pensions might be of 

ght importance in his ofiicial capacity, these estimates are regarded 
san important factor in the legislation of Congress touching all pen- 
on matters. ‘This is so mainly for the reason that his opportunities 

collect and digest data upon all matters relating to pensions are 
etter than those enjoyed by any other oflicer or person. 

The confusion which exists in regard to what the Commissioner 
has or has not estimated is employed to defeat measures now pending 
n Congress Which cannot, in my opinion, be long postponed with 
safety either to the pensioners or the Government. 

All the official estimates made by the Commissioner of Pensions 

nching the arrears of pensions legislation are the following: 

I. Ina letter addressed to the Secretary of the Interior February 
4. 1279, ten days after the passage of the arrears act, the Commis- 
sioner stated the number of pensioners on the roll at the date of the 
»assage of the arrears act who would be entitled each to a greater or 
eas sum as arrears at 45,155, and estimated the total amount due them 
+ $34,000,000, 

In the same letter the Commissioner pointed out that the arrears 
created great irregularities in pensions, and recommended an 
ndment which in his opinion would obviate such inequalities. 
The Commissioner estimated the amount which would be required at 
695,000,000 in case the amendment recommended by him was passed 
The amendment was adopted March 3, 1879. Up to 
November 1, 1880, 43,917 of these pensioners had been paid a total of 

7.27. If the entire 45,155 pensioners are paid at the same 


Cay 


amie 





Congress. 
824,000, A87 27. 
averagerate, the grand total required to pay them will be $25,293,963.66. 
it will be observed that these figures do not purport to estimate for 
auy case on file not settled at the date of the passage of the arrears 
at, nor for any case thereafter filed. 

To repeat, the commission estimated the amount that would be 
required to pay the arrears due to the 45,155 soldiers on the roll at 
the time of the passage of the arrears act, and entitled to arrears, at 
$25,000,000, Forty-three thousand nine hundred and seventeen of 
these pensioners were paid their arrears up to November 1, 1880, and 
the aggregate amount paid to them was $24,600,487.27. At the same 
rate the amount required to pay the entire 45,155 soldiers will be 
§25,293,963.66, 

I submit that the Commissioner guessed very accurately in this 
matter. 

II. On the 20th of January, 1821, in response to inquiries made by 
the Senator from West Virginia, chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Appropriations, the Commissioner of Pensions made an estimate 
of (1) the total cost of the arrears acts, (2) the total annual payments 
in the future, (3) the amount annually paid out on fraudulent pen- 
sions. These estimates were printed by order of the Senate. They 
are contained in Senate Miscellaneous Document No. 24. 

this contains the first and only estimate made by the Commissioner 
of the amount of arrears or accrued pensions on the claims which were 
filed and unsettled on the 25th day of January, 1879, or which have 
been filed since that date, and will probably be allowed. 

[am informed by the Commissioner of Pensions that, in conversa- 
tion with members of Congress and others, the large amounts re- 
(\uired to pay pensioners have frequently been mentioned; but that 
officer never stated nor pretended to state a particular sum as the 
cost of the arrears act until subsequent to June last, and except the 
*stimate made at the request of the chairman of the Senate Commit- 
‘ee on Appropriations the Commissioner has never given an approxi- 
hate statement except that it wonld exceed $400,000,000. 

The current statements to the effect that the Commissioner first 
‘stimated twenty-five, then fifty, then one hundred, then five hun- 
dred, then five hundred and ten, and still later seven hundred and 
‘en millions, have no foundation. 

- The statement of $710,000,000 is supposed to be based upon a con- 
ersation which the Commissioner had with three members of the 
bed Sena on Appropriations, within fifteen minutes after he 
tained ae to the Senator from West \V irginia the estimates con- 
of the aoe Miscellaneous Document No. 24. The recollection 
one imissioner as to that conversation is, that he gave the 

Unt as $510,000,000, and not $710,000,000. It seems scarcely pos- 


1. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 
ee 


Byte 


sible that within a few minutes after furnishing an official state 
ment to the chairman of the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
the Commissioner would place the amount $200,000,000 higher than 
he had placed it in his official estimate. The member of the House of 
Representatives whose statement was quoted ia aebate the other day 
by the Senator from Illinois probably misunderstood the Commis- 
sioner. 

III. Previous to the passage of the act of January 25, 1879, estimates 
were made by the Commissioner upon other bills at the request of 
committees having them in charge, but such bills differed widely 
from the present arrears legislation. 

The estimate made by the Commissioner February 4, 1579, was, as 
has since been demonstrated, substantially correct. 

Whether or not the estimate contained in the letter of the Commis- 
sioner to the Senator from West Virginia is too high or too low, o1 
substantially accurate, cannot now be demonstrated, but the Com- 
missioner submits if to Congress with perfect confidence that the 
amounts required will not be less than the amounts therein estimated 
by him. 

Mr. PLUMB. 


ment so as tO make 


I should like to be allowed to 


it read: 


the amend- 


modify 





lo provide fifty additional clerks for the Pension Odjice for t examination of 
applications, and the number of clerks for the Pension Office and Adjutant-Gen 
eral's and Surgeon-General's Offices respectively necessary to render effective th: 


work of said first-named clerks, the sum of $200,000, to be immediately availablk 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND in the chair. 
is already an amendment to an amendment pending ; 
amendment is not in order at present. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, what Lam about to say would be better 
said by the Senator from California who has charge of the bill, [Mr 
Bootu, } but I rose to make a proposition which I hope Senators will 
agree to in regard to this amendment. I shall either make it or give 
way for him, if he will be kind enough to state what I think we both 
agree about. 

Mr. BOOTH. I yield to the Senator to make the statement 

Mr. BECK. In thinking over in regard to this amendment, I believe 
I speak the feelings of the majority of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions when I say that we have no desire to pinch the Commissioner 
of Pensions, the Adjutant-General, or the Surgeon-General in the num- 
ber of employés necessary to carry on their work efficiently; and if 
this amendment should now be withdrawn or if it should be voted 
down, I hope the Senate will agree in advance that an amendment 
shall be in order to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropria- 
tion bill, proposed after full consultation with the Commissioner of 
Pensions, with the Adjutant-General, and with the Surgeon-Genera| 
On that consultation we can determine what additional force each 
one of these officers may need in order to do their work well, and the 
committee will after that is done carefully report to the Senate the 
information received from those bureaus of ditferent Departments of 
the Government, and present to the Senate the facts relative to it, 
and ask such an increase of force as will do the work; and if the com- 
mittee do not ask for enough, it will be legitimate when the legislative 
bill comes up, which provides for the employés in all the Departments, 
to add to it any suggestions which will secure a proper number if the 
committee does not grant the proper number. Butit is proposed now 
to say that we will give $200,000 for increasing the force in two De- 
partments of the Government, perhaps three, one pertaining to the 
Interior Department as the Pension Office does, one pertaining to the 
Treasury Department, and certainly one to the War Department, and 
to intrust the President with the division of this money among them. 
Thus the proper adjustment of the number that ought to be given to 
2ach will be taken away from the control of Congress and its com- 
mittees. This will breed confusion in the adjustment of the number 
of employés and in the settlement of the accounts of these respective 
ottices. 

Besides, if this amendment is not attached to this bill, the bill will 
go back to the House, clear, free from any entanglement, the House 
will perhaps agree to the few amendments we have put upon the bill, 
and it will become a law at once. The nineteen millions of arrear- 
ages that we are compelled to give in order to have prompt action 
taken in the payment of pensions already adjudicated will then be 
granted, whereas if the bill goes to the House laden with this some 
what incongruous amendment—I mean one that is not properly 
attached to the bill—it will create long discussion in the House and 
perhaps delay the passage of this pension bill which ought not to be 
delayed while the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
billis now up in the House, two-thirds of it I believe has been passed 
over, another day will finish it there, and long before this pension bill 
can become a law with this provision in it, the legislative, executive, 
and judicial bill will be here and the Committee on Appropriations 
can pass upon it, receive intelligent opinions from each of the heads 
of bureaus who are to receive this $200,000, and we can pass it 
before the pension bill thus laden can become a law. 

Then as a matter of regularity and as a matter of economy of time, 
and as a matter to promote prompt action, everything is in favor of 
the suggestion that I am now making. I am willing, so far as I am 


Chere 
and a further 


concerned, that the Senate shall now declare in advance, if they 
think any question of order would lie to the consideration of this 
matter on the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill 
because it involves an increase of expenditure, that this proposition 
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for $200,000 already declared in order on this bill shall be in order on 
the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill so that no 
question can be made upon it, except as to what is the true amount. 
Phat will be the true disposition of the question upo the bill that 
regularly provides for all the Departments. 

Mr. WITHERS. In addition to what has been said by the Senator 
from Kentucky, and asevidence of the disposition of the Appropriations 
Committee in regard to this matter, I wish tostate that a year ago when 
this question was up before the Senate, and when the same complaint 


eral’s Office, and the Adjutant-General’s Office was asked, when the 
legislative bill was up the Appropriations Committee had the heads 
of these different departments before them and inquired of them 
what additional force was necessary in order to expedite the consid- 
eration of these claims. They stated to us the additional number of 
lerks that they desired, and we gave them every man they asked 
for. The Senate may rest assured that upon sin reports of the 
necessity for an increase of clerical force in order to accelerate the 
disposition of the pension cases, they will find no difficulty on the 
part of the Committee on Appropriations in according whatever may 


~ 






be required. 

Mr.PLATT. Mr. President, I shall vote for this amendment of the 
Senator from Kansas [ Mr. PLUMB] if it is to be considered as an amend- 
ment to this present bill; I shall vote for a similar provision to be 
ittached to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill if it shall then be proposed; but at the same time, I shall do so 
without any expectation whatever that any such provision would 
remedy the evil with which we stand face to face to-day. The trouble 
is not in the inadequacy of force in the Pension Office, it is in the 
system by which pensions are now adjudicated. The system is not 
adapted to the amount of the business. It was very well when the 

umber of pensions to be considered was small; but since they have 
become so large it is entirely inadequate to dispose of them. 

Again, the system is vicious in itscharacter. I had intended when 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Virginia, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Pensions, was before the Senate, to address 
the Senate somewhat fully in support of that measure; but the tem- 
per of the Senate convinced me that it was useless, and I refrained. 
It is not the time to discuss it now, but I cannot refrain from saying 
that I think this Senate has voted down, refused to consider the only 
practicable measure for affording any relief to the multitude of pen- 
sion claimants who are clamoring for their rights. I believe that 
any such provision as this by way of an increased force in the Pen- 
sion Oftice and in the Surgeon-General’s Oftice will be just about as 
etfective to afford relief to pensioners and to secure the speedy adju- 





ication of their claims as to endeavor to keep back the rising sea 
with a broom. We stand here face to face with one alarming fact, 
nd that is that there are 300,000 persons now claiming pensions. I 
know it is said that 20,000 of these claims are not live claims. In a 
certain sense they are. They are each one liable to be called up for 
re-examination; they have not gone off from the list. But suppose 
it be only 220,000 persons who are asking of this Government that 
their claims for pensions shall be adjudicated, there is the further 
tact that those claims cannot be adjudicated under the present sys- 
tem, even with this increase of force, in from less than from six to 
ten years. What is needed is something which shall meet the re- 
quirements of the situation. I believe that Senate bill No. 496 was 
adapted to meet those requirements; I believe if it had not been so 
contemptuously, if I may use the word, rejected by the Senate, it 
vould have inangurated a system which would have been satisfac- 
tory—satisfactory to the applicants, satisfactory to the Government— 


and which would have enabled these claims to be disposed of within 


a reasonable length of time. 

This pressure upon the Pension Office is a thing waich we cannot 
ignore or overlook, and, in my judgment, just so long as we fail to 
come up to our duty and devise some new plan by which pension 


grace to the 
nation will continue, just so long men will go into their graves in 
despair, killed of the sickness that hope deferred bri: 
and just so long the widows and o i ] 

what this mation is in honor and ju 
them speedily. 

Thus much I felt that 1 ought to say, and while I am on my feet I 
desire to say one word about the Commissioner of Pensions. I came 
to the discharge of my duties as a member of the Committee on Pen- 
sions prejudiced against the Commissioner of Pensions. I had heard 
»f these long delays; I had heard of the difficulties of proving claims 


). ‘ 1 agliy ' ] } harry ] 
claims are to be adjusted, justso long this shame and dis 


the heart, 
he want of 
to grant 








in that office, and 1 felt, as others perhaps naturally feel, that the 
fault was with the Commissioner; but in the discharge of my duties 
as a member of that committee I have come to regard the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions as an honest, as an able, as an efiicient officer. I 
believe he is the hardest worked officer in any Department of this 
Government. I believe he has borne unmerited and unlimited abuse, 
and borne it with true manliness and dignity. 

And so, Mr. President, when I first heard of Senate bill No. 496 re- 
ported by the Committee on Pensions I had a prejudice against that 
bill; a prejudice which I am free to confess had been created by out- 
side intluence, the influence of those men whose craft is in danger 


was made as to the dilatory action of the Pension Bureau on applica- Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, somebody is responsible for +} 
tions for pensions, when the same necessity was declared to exist and | ent condition of things in the Pension Office. The Committ Drea 
, ce ‘ ° . . ‘ P / ttee on P, 
an increase of the clerical force of the Pension Office, the Surgeon-Gen- | sions, it is true, reported somewhat late a bill to relieve t} ae 
| 
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in je en, 
from the passage of this bill; but the Committee on Pensi, 

I am a member, devoted nearly a year of carefu] tl cmaieh 
to that bill, and I want to put it on record here and... 
lieve no practical relief will ever be afforded to the 
of this country until a bill embracing the gener: 
bill is passed. ws 

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Harnis in the chair rl 

tion is on the amendment of the Senator from Massachuser:, 0 
Hoar] to the amendment made as in Committee of the Who! S Lat 


and st 
and now that Lh 
pension app 

al features of 
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1A Officy 
r one, but fo, 
Postponed yn: 


superseding the system now in operation with anothe 
some reason action on that proposition was further 
a few days ago. There was not time to consider properly go rad 

a change as that proposed. The bill was not acceptable t a 
who believed with the Senator from Connecticut who has just phe y 
that a change of system should be made. The Commissioner o 
sions is quoted as saying that he cannot use to any ady 
tional force in his office, and upon that statement we are asked + 
permit the old system to go on for another twelve months. Tes 

I do not propose, as far as I am concerned, to shirk my saeeneth fits 
nor to put any of it off on the Committee on Pensions or the Comn 
sioner of Pensions. If the Commissioner of Pensions does say he « 


he can- 
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not use any more force I do not propose to accept that as conclpsi: 
I propose to give him more force anyhow. I know well enon h f 
the purpose of my action here that more force can be used. an, 
be used with the effect of expediting business in that office, 

I hold in my hand a letter which I received this morning fri 
reputable attorney in my State, which I think shows concinsive 
that there is a lack of force in the Pension Office, or if not a Jac] 
force, then a lack of a proper use of the force that is there, | 
read the letter: 


{py 
10T 


and 


vely 


EUREKA, KAnsas, February 4, 1891 

DEAR Sir: It may be possible that you will remember, while here in the fal]. s 
ing a crippled soldier who had aclaim pending. I do not suppose he was the 0 
one you saw during the campaign. | 
pensioner under pension certificate No. 94408, was totally disabled and had a 
tor an increase of pension pending about a year or a little over. Never} 
word from it. Died November 11, 1880. So his increase, if allowed, will d 
good; but he has left a destitute widow with one child. 

On the 4th of December last, I sent to the Pension Department for th 
forms or blank to make application for continuance, but, as yet, receive no 
If by any means you oul assist me in forwarding this matter, you wi 
thanks of the widow and good wishes of— 


Your obedient servant, 


jut this man—William Preston—'' wa 


eard 


Hon. P. B. PLUMB. 

Section 4748 of the Revised Statutes is as follows: 

That the Commissioner of Pensions, on application being made to } 
or by letter, by any claimant or applicant for pension, bounty land, or ot 
ance required by law to be adjusted or paid by the Pension Ofiice, shall furnis 
such person, free of all expense, all such printed instructions and forms 
necessary in establishing and obtaining said claim. 


The machinery by which this man was paid a pension stopped 
when he died, and his widow could only succeed to that pens 
proving, among other things, the one of vital importance, 
husband died by reason of wounds or disease incurred in the li 
his duty. She went to an attorney, as was proper, who wrote to t 
Commissoner of Pensions for the forms which, under this sect 
the statute, he is required to furnish on application. Two mont 
have elapsed, and yet no reply to that application has come. |\ 
any Senator here say that if there were sufficient clerks to (ot 
business of that bureau the forms necessary to put the claim of 
widow in the process of proof and allowance could not hay 
furnished, and that when the proofs had been sent in som 
could not go to the files of the office and take that case from | 
and ascertain by examination whether the proof which she fur 
established the two simple facts necessary in order to put her 
rolls in place of her husband, to wit, that she was his wie 
that the disease of which he died was a disease he had in 
the line of his duty. ; 

Mr. President, this man had become totally disabled, by reas 
which fact he was entitled to an ir-crease of pension. That does 
require an examination as exhaustive and as thorough as 10 Got 
regard to the establishment of an original claim; but it! 
simply testimony showing the continuance of the disease and (he | 
creased disability growing out of the same disease. I submit that: 
there had been sufficient force in that office to properly transac’ 
business this man might have had the question of his increase of 


sw 





sion passed upon and settled before he died, and also that hi 
before this time might have received the forms necessary ‘0 ' 
her to show that she was entitled to the continuance of tie pe 
which had been granted to her husband. ; 

If Congress will not adopt a new system, and if the Commissiol 


will not consent to make use of the one he has, are we simply 
here and say we shall do nothing? Arewe tosay that pension on” 
shall continue to accumulate, and that the applicants shall og oper 
to die without any practical effort being made to enable — a. 


that which the Government confessedly owes them j months 
and month 


widows in Kansas and elsewhere to be postponed months 


‘ommissionel 


because the forms which are necessary, and which the ¢ 
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wired to furnish, cannot be forwarded to them when applied 

one such case as this is sufficient ot itself, if it be well attested, 

wire action, on the part of Congress, with reference to the force of 
reat. It is not for me to say it 1s the fault of the head of the 

. and I have not in this debate attacked the Commissioner of 
me ] do not assume to know whether he is the best person 

+ be there or not. But I say that getting behind the skirts 
mmissioner of Pensions will not relieve Congress from its 

in the premises. Somebody must take the responsibility. 
‘ssioner will not, the legislative authority of the Govern- 
and in some way this great scandal must be removed. 

« not, as was suggested by the Senator from Kentucky yes- 
party question. It isnota political question. It can never 
‘so unless we make it so by continuing to obstruct the opera- 

of the Pension Bureau so that the men who are waiting there 

hi i. pensions, and who have the great body of the loyal soldiery 
tha United States sympathizing with them, shall rise up witha 
or which cannot be resisted, which will be potential, and compel 
ving of something either through party machinery or other ma- 
ery adapted for the purpose. We can make it a party question; 

‘oan ake it a question which will be seized upon by persons de- 
cong of catching any mood of the public mind for the purpose of 

costing into power, by pursuing the obstructive policy we have pur- 

ed for the last few years. But if we give to these men who say 
hey are entitled to pensions a hearing, that disposes at once of the 
hole question, and there is no longer chance for an issue. I shall 
ot be jealous of the democratic Congress that may do this act of 
tice, and how could the doing of it result in favor of the repub- 
an party? s : ° ° ea ; 
Attention is being turned to this obstruction and denial of justice 
rom all quarters. Every member of Congress is plied with letters 
showing the delay, and the sutiering growing out of the delay, which 
vesultsfromtheadministration of the present system. Thecomplaints 
re incrensing in volume; the sentiment of the country is being 

‘roused. One such instance in a single county as that which is por- 

traved in the letter I have read, will rouse that entire neighborhood, 

sud it becomes for the time being an issue, and an issue to some ex- 
t in politics. Remove the issue by removing the caase for it ; give 
the widows, give to the pensioners of both sexes and of all degrees 
kinds that to which they are entitled, and take the question out 

{ polities by taking itout of consideration. This is not only the dic- 
te of justice, but of policy as well. It cannot be long avoided; in 
e way we shall have to meet it, and we shall meet it under pres- 

re much greater next year than we are under now, and the people 
this country will be quick to perceive, quick to take notice of the 
eglect which has characterized the action of Congress, and to coun- 

t t with the alacrity with which the Government has met obli- 

gations less meritorious in the hands of persons not in necessitous cir- 
ustances, and to whom the Government was under no equitable 
ligations. One of the staple arguments used against this amend- 

ut is that frauds are perpetrated on the Government in the procur- 
ng ef pen Because there are frauds in the administration of 
e law we say that the honest pensioner shall be postponed of his 
glit; we say that we cannot devise a system whereby frauds can be 
prevented, or that we cannot administer the present system so as to 
reventthem; and consequently the great body of the pensioners now 
standing at the door of the Pension Office asking for their rights shall 
» postponed until death takes them off one by one. 
Mr. President, there is no solid foundation for the statement as to 


rauds in pensions, and yet this cry of fraud has been the turning 
nt of the argument in this case; not that this law cannot be hon- 
tly administered, but that it is so administered that frauds occur, 
therefore the first duty of the Government is not to give to these 
what they are entitled to, but is to stop the frauds, and stop 
tm by stopping the allowance of pensions! 
Mr. WITHERS. The Senator will certainly do me the justice to 
iy that when I was up in advocacy of the adoption of the amend- 
which I offered, I distinctly stated as the purpose of the Senate 
tiee on Pensions in offering it, first, to relieve the pensioners, 
prompt action upon their cases, that that was the primary 
‘ of the committee in reporting the bill and their anxious de- 
the detection of frands was secondary, a consideration inci- 
ereto, 
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I spoke simply of the course of the debate, and that 
vas One argument used in favor of change of system, and one 
iguments, too, which have been largely used against the adop- 
ny amendment. 
said before that I do not believe that the number of fraudu- 
_ hers upon the rolls is anything like as great as has been 
der I say on the authority of a high official of the Govern- 
en (to judge, and from my own examination as well, that 
ae competent for the Commissioner of Pensions to so ad- 
“er the present law as that claims shall not necessarily be al- 
“e parte—thatit is just as easy for the Commissioner of Pensions 
“ice for such a hearing of the case of the Government as he 
: 1) esirable under the present law as under the law proposed 
t aa peer. Irom the committee and under consideration the 
e stered i = lieve, Mr. President, that this law can be admin- 
time with oon u»stantial fairness to the Government and at the same 
4 Fapidity and justice to the pensioners. I believe that to 
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be possible, and I believe one of the necessary steps is to give addi- 
tional force to the Pension Bureau. 

Of course after all there will remain a great deal that we cannot 
do. The internal administration of that bureau of course must be 
lodged in the hands of somebody. Congress, perhaps, cannot intelli- 
gently revise it; but the fault to-day is not in the system, it is in 
the administration of it. While the pending amendment may add 
to it as much as would seem upon the face of it, and may not be as 
effective as it ought to be, we can all see readily enough that simple 
inquiries such as were called for by the attorney of this destitute 
widow, whose husband had died on account of disease incurred in 
the line of his duty, need not remain unanswered while she is saved 
from suffering by the charity of her neighbors. That is a question 
which we have got to meet. We must meet it, if we are to meet it 
at all for practical purposes, during the next twelve months. We 
must meet it either upon this bill or upon some other appropriation 
bill yet to be reported to this body. 

I moved this amendment upon this bill believing it to be the proper 
place for it. It was in line with the general object of the bill; it 
related to the expenditure of the money, and it expressed my belief 
as to what was the only practicable thing yet remaining to be done. 
Now the Appropriations Committee come in and say that it will be 
more agreeable if moved to another bill. They have made a propo- 
sition here which is fair enough and which I am disposed to accept 
if there be no objection made from any other quarter, to the effect 
that the Appropriations Commiitee will put upon the legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial appropriation bill a provision increasing the 
force in the Pension Bureau, and that any amendment to that or any 
additional proposition covering the same or any similar point shall 
not be subject to the point of order in the Senate. 

The only objection I had to that yesterday was that I thought I 
foresaw that the committee now, as heretofore, would take the judg- 
ment of the Commissioner of Pensions, that we should be put in the 
attitude again of being invited to shirk responsibilities and put it off 
on the shoulders of that officer. But, Mr. President, if the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky, assented to by the Senator from 
Virginia, is agreeable to the other members of the Appropriations 
Committee, and if it be made in sucha way that there can be no doubt 
whatever that the proposition can go in on the legislative, executive, 
and judicial bill, the committee proposing in the mean time to inves- 
tigate this question and themselves consider some proposition for the 
accomplishment of the object I have in view, I have no objection to 
withdrawing this amendment if I may be permitted so to do, and let 
this subject go over until that bill comes up. And when that bill 
does come up I give notice now that if the committee shall be moved 
by the reports of the Commissioner of Pensions or anybody else to 
stand by the existing force or to make only a trifling addition to it, 
I shall feel impelled by my duty to renew the amendment which I 
have moved in substanee, and ask the Senate to pass upon it on its 
own responsibility. 

Mr. WINDOM. Ido not intend to protract this discussion, which 
has already run for a considerable length. I want to say, however, 
that Iam very much obliged to the Senator from Kansas for with- 
drawing the amendment. I sympathize with him most fully in the 
object he has at heart. I am also obliged to him for having brought 
the question here and called out a discussion upon it. I think it will 
do good. 

My reason yesterday for opposing the amendment was this, and 
this only: I believe that the amendment proposed will not ‘secure 
the object desired, and as I want to secure that object I prefer to take 
the other course. Why doI thinkit would not secure it? I know 
there is an opposition in the House (and I sympathize with it most 
fully myself) to making appropriations in the lump for the employ- 
ment of clerks. I have resolved over and over again that I never 
would vote for such appropriations. We have made them in past 
years, and they have resulted very often in what was believed to be 
favoritism. The amendment as proposed placed $200,000 at some- 
body’s command to employ any number of clerks he chose with that 
amount of money, without designating the classes of those clerks or 
the amount that should be paid them. I feared when this legisla- 
tion was pending that if it passed in this bill and went to the House 
in that way it would be rejected, and I believe it would be. The 
next thing would have been a conference. The conferees on the part 
of the Senate would have had nothing to support them in asking for 
this amendment, no recommendations from the Department, and they 
would have been urging an amendment in violation of the proper 
principle of appropriation, namely, to designate what the money is 
for. ‘The result of that would have been that the conference com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate would be compelled to yield the 
amendment; they would have had no ground to stand upon in insist- 
ing upon an amendment in this form and under these circumstances. 
What would have been the result further? In the mean time, while 
this bill was pending in the conference committee, the legislative ap- 
propriation bill would have passed from the Senate, and as we had 
agreed to the amendment on this bill we would not have put in on 
the legislative bill. Consequently the session would have ended and 








nothing would have been done, 

It is because I want to accomplish something in that line that I 
opposed the amendment yesterday and am opposed to it to-day. I 
will not yield to any one in my earnestness and zeal in behalf of the 
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soldier, in supplying to him the m he is entitled to by law at 
the earliest possible moment. The plan suggested by other members 
of the Appropriations Committee, to act upon the subject on the legis- 
lative bill, will in my judgment secure that object. This would not 
have doneit. While I am obliged to the Senator from Kansas and 
believe he has done a good work in agitating this question, I am also 
obliged to him for withdrawing the amen¢ nt from this bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The Chair will state to the Senator 
from Kansas that his amendment having been adopted by the Sen- 





pensi¢ 


ime 


ate as in Committee of the Whole, and it having been reported to the 


in the opinion of the 


Ww ill 


Senate and 
Chair the Senator from 
have to be voted upon by the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS I am glad the Senator from Kansas cannot with- 
draw it. It can be amended so as to make it perfect, as it is in sub- 
stance It only wants a little change of phraseology. The Senate 
has decided the I did not think it was. 
The Senate thought it was: and therefore it becomes simply a ques- 


tion now whether we ] earliest opportunit 


a separate vote reserved upon it, 


lant 3¢ 
byt} } 


Kansas cannot now withdraw it, } 


amendment to be in order. 


vy to provide for 
Why we 


appropria- 


willtake the 
the means of expediting the examination of pension claims. 
should be told that it would be more suitable on another 
tion bill than on this, I am entirely unable to understand. 
The fact that the work in the Pension Office and in the War De- 
partment connected with it is greatly behind, owing to insuiiicient 
force to make examinations in the Surgeon-General’s and Adjutant- 
General’s Ofiices of claims filed in the Pension Office as to the record 
of military service and disability, I believe is agreed to by every- 
body. I know that among the small number of my constituents com- 
pared with the whole number in the United States who served in the 
armies of the Union, there is a constant complaint of men personally 
known to me to have been worthy soldiers and upright men—of 
course I do not know about their physical disabilities, whether in- 
curred in the war or not, except in the case of obvious wounds and 
so on,—men whose character is just as good (and I say that to give 
them the highest praise) as that of any Senator this body, write 
to me day after day complaining that years in some instances have 
elapsed, long before the arrears matter made any temptation to any- 
body, since their pension claims were filed, since they had furnished 
all the proofs that the regulations appeared to require, and yet they 
could not get them disposed of either pro or co I immediately pro- 
ceed to write to the Commissioner of Pensions, who gives me this 
reason or that reason, usually apparently a good one, and usually not 
the fault of the pension applicant. The most common one is that it 
is awaiting a report from the War Department, which was asked for 


s0 many months ago, very often a great many months ago, and so on, | 


Now I do say, inasmuch as we are committed, and committed so 
far as pensions in general are concerned upon sound and right prin- 
ciples, to making this recognition according to what we held out in 
our statutes to the disabled soldiers of the Union, that it is a crying 
shame that the good cannot be sifted out from the bad within the life- 
time of the good cases, most of which are those of persons who from 
day to day need this little sum that they would not have needed but 
for their service to their country, and in respect of whom it is a poor 
consolation to go down hungry and sorrowful into the grave and be 
told that by and by the thing will be worked through. 

Therefore, it having been decided to be in order, I shall vote to 
make whatever provision we can upon this bill for expediting these 
investigations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] to the amendment 
made as in Committee of the Whole originally proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB. ] 

Mr. BOOTH. I move to lay the entire amendment on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How can you do that with an amendment re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole ! 

Mr. BOOTH. If it cannot be done I do not do it; I want to do it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You cannot do it; the amendment is in posses- 
sion of the Senate. Isuggest that point to the Chair; I never thought 
of it before. 

Mr. BOOTH. I will take the opinion of the Chair ; 
ment has not been concurred in in the Senate. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I suggest that the amendment be 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. WITHERS. Will the Senator from Vermont indicate the rule 
which forbids the laying of an amendment upon the table in the 
Senate ¢ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ifthe Senator addressed himself to me, I did not 
hear him. 

Mr. WITHERS. I understood the Senator from Vermont to say 
that a motion to lay an amendment upon the table could not be made 
in the Senate, but only in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, I raised the point of order for the considera- 
tion of the Chair, because it is a new point to me, that this amend- 
ment having been received and considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (not a Committee of the Whole,) and having been 
agreed to in committee, in this stage it is not in order to move 
to lay it on the table, and my first impression is that the point is a 
good one, but as I say it isa new suggestion. 

Mr. WITHERS. The amendment was reserved, and notice was 
given that a separate vote in the Senate would be taken on this 


but the amend- 


withdrawn 
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amendment. Therefore the whole thing is within the , 
Senate, and they can dispose of it under any of the | 
ples of parliamentary law. So it seems to me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, but itis an amendment that } is | 
upon by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole ‘a } 
vote has been reserved upon it. a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion of the ¢ 
amendment subject to all the rules applying to amendme 
that be so the Chair will rule that the motion to Jay it. ' 
in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not know but that the Chai; 31 
not disposed to dispute it; but in order to settle the q 
it will be a gu 
peal from tl 


y+ } . 
) y 1 
ALA 01 OF ¢ 


> Ordinar 


ide until the Senate wants to do someth 
he decision of the Chair. Not intending to diffe; de 
from the Chair, althongh that is my opinion, I wish to take 
ment of the Senate so as to make it a precedent to hole 
Senate wishes to do something else. 

Mr. WINDOM. Let the rule be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary wil! 
respect to laying amendments upon the table. - 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

29. No amendment which proposes general legislation 
general appropriation bill; nor shall any amendment not gery 
the subject-matter contained in the bill be received ; nor shall ; 
any item or clause of such bill be received which does not direct 
and all questions of relevancy of amendment nder this rul 
be submitted to the Senate and 


appropriation bill may be laid 


L r € f 


y 


i I 


} } 
re ae 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of t 
Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] was adopted by the Senate as in ( 
the Whole: bill was reported to the Senate and al 
ments were concurred in except that of the Senator fron 
perhaps others upon which separate votes were reseryed 
now in the Senate and the Senate is considering the am 
the Senator from Kansas. The Senator from California m 
the amendment uponthe table. The Chair, regarding 
ment pending in the Senate to the bill, holds that the moti 
it upon the table is in order; and the question is, Shall the decis 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate? 
ing in that view will say “ay,” those of a contrary opinio1 
[putting the question.] The ayes appear to have it. The ayes] 
it; and the decision of the Chair is sustained. The question is, \\ 
the Senate lay the amendment of the Senator from Kansas upo: 
table ? : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CALL. I understand that the question before the Ser 
not properly the subject of debate. I intended t 
ate upon the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair holds that 
is not debatable. The question is on the motion of the Senator fr 
California, [Mr. BooTtu, | to lay the amendment of the Senator 
Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] upon the table. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MORGAN, (when Mr. PuGn’s name was called.) I under 
that my colleague [Mr. PuGH] is detained by indispositior 
home. 

The roll-eall having been concluded, the result was a 
yeas 27, nays 18; as follows: 


The 
iiit 


senators agr 


+) : 
» ACCESS Lhe 


the aque 


YEAS—27. 
Ingalls 
Jonas 
Kernan 
Morgan 
Morrill 
Saulsbury, 
Slate 


Cockrell 
Coke 
Eaton 
Hampton 
Harris 
Hereford 
Hill of Georgia, 
NAYS—18 
Platt 
Plumb, 
tandolph 
Ransom 
Rollins, 
ABSENT—31. 
Johnston 
Jones of Nevada 
Kellogg 
Kirkwood 
Lamar, 
Me Millan 
McPherson 
Maxey, 


Allison 

seck 

Boot! 

Brown 

Burnside 

Butler, 

Cameron of Wis., 


Hamlin 

Hoar 

Jones of Florida 
Logan 
McDonald 


Baldwin 
Blair 
Call, 
Dawes 
Edmunds 


eller 
Voorhees 


Davis of Dlinois, 
Davis of W. Va., 
Farley, 

Ferry 

Garland 

Groome 

Grover, 

Hill of Colorado 


Anthony) 
3ailey, 
Bayard 
Blaine 
Bruce, 
Cameron of Pa 
Carpenter 
Conkling 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

. —— . *17 » ten wretin 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend the bill by inserting 
word “ dollars,” in line 12 of the first section, these words: 

Of which sum not exceeding $200,000 may be expended in the discr 
President for the expediting of the examination and disposition of pe’ 
in the Department of the Interior and the Department of War. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMt NDF president 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Theamendmentsimply provides thatt ae : 1aen 
of the United States, the Chief Executive of thenation, may mt 





re suce 





1881. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


1377 


amount of this sum, of the money here appropriated as in 
ve aiscretion Will be best adapted to expediting the disposition of 
hose claims. I think it better in some respects than the amendment of 
ee sepator from Kansas, because it does not confine it to mere clerks. 
- may establish a little special board in the Interior Department, 
He tices, with this money, if you choose to give it to him, to gather 
it he Ki cases that are hanging by the eyelids, and have them dis- 
vad of by special examinations to get the thing forward; or if he 
be nk it better to appoint the ordinary routine clerks to that extent, 
- = oh do so. Certainly there ought to be the strongest motive on 
the part of everybody to provide the means, and by that I do not 
mean merely money, but the effective means of examination and dis- 
nosition of these cases. ee 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I shall support this amendment in the hope that 

tho President of the United States will adopt some such system as 
oe contemplated by the amendment of the Senator from Virginia 
ite WirnERs] to this bill; that is, some system which will bring 
the pensioners themselves in contact with the examiners. I hope the 
President will find it to the interest of the public service to order the 
Poy sion Bureau to adopt some such system as the amendment of the 
genator from Virginia contemplated, and I shall vote for the amend- 
‘ent of the Senator from Vermont in that hope. 
“Mr. BECK. I do not propose to make any point of order. I under- 
stand that the only point of order in the Senate is what the majority 
want, and therefore there is no use in raising a point of order on the 
amendment ; but I desire to say to the Senate, after the suggestions 
of members of the Committee on Appropriations on both sides of the 
Chamber have been made, that we are entirely willing to ascertain 
and Jay before the Senate in the legislative, executive, and judicial 
appropriation bill what each of the Departments or bureaus con- 
cerned thinks is best to be done, so as to expedite and guard the 
proper payment of pensions and the prompt payment of them as well. 
Such an effort on this bill, which is simply to pay pensions for the 
vear ending June 30, 1882, is not advisable. We have committees of 
the House and committees of the Senate, and the object.is to ascer- 
tain the needs of each one of these Departments. We can consult 
with the Commissioner of Pensions, with the Surgeon-General, with 
the Adjutant-General, with the Second Auditor, and we can then lay 
the facts befere the Senate, and I have no doubt the committee of 
the House wili do the same thing; and then Congress can act intel- 
ligently. 

The proposition is now to deprive the committees of both Houses, 
to deprive both Houses themselves, of the opportunity of determining 
what in their judgment the needs of the different bureaus and De- 
partments require, and in a bill simply to provide for the payment of 
pensions to transfer the power to the President of the United States 
to determine for us, as though we were incompetent to decide for our- 
selves what is the proper force required to do this work. We might 
just as well tell the President of the United States to furnish the 
Treasury Department with all the clerks it needs, the War Depart- 
ment with all the clerks it may need, the Navy Department, the In- 
terior Department, and all the bureaus thereof, with everything that 

is required in his judgment, and put a fund in his discretion to do 
what he likes. It that is to be the system hereafter, then this amend- 
ment, perhaps, would be the proper thing to do; but if we propose 
to look into it ourselves and to understand it thoroughly, it is proper 
to get these things under the control of Congress and the committees 
of Congress, instead of making all these provisions simply a matter 
of Executive discretion. That is what all this means, and no more. 

I only desire to say one word further. The pensioners who are 
upon the rolls, who have been there for years, are not disturbed by 
thisdelay. They are receiving their pensions promptly, and we have 
promptly furnished $19,000,000 to pay deficiencies for the current fis- 
cal year, and there was no word of objection from either side; but 
an anomalous condition of things has sprung up, stimulated, as I be- 
lieve, by the arrears-of-pensions act. In 1872 only 8,857 applications 
were filed for invalid pensions and 6,755 applications by the widows 
of pensioners. In 1880, eight years thereafter, as soon as the arrears- 
of-pensions law was passed, 110,000 claims of invalids were filed and 
~),000 widows filed their claims. After waiting fifteen years, and 
hot asserting their claims during all the time when it was presumed 
they would have asserted them, if many of them had been just or 
the parties had been needy, they waited until they saw that from a 
thousand to twelve or fifteen hundred dollars in each case could be 
secured, and they come in fifteen years after the war has closed, hav- 
ing waited all that time. F 

All we ask is to give us time to make a full and fair investigation 
‘8 to these claims thus filed after these people have waited thus long. 
When a man waits fifteen years for an honest claim and fails to assert 
it, it excites some suspicion from that very fact alone; and when the 
aims swell from 8,000 to 110,000, as in the case of invalids, and from 
hand 25,000, as in the case of the widows, and when we see an 
ac scones why this thing should spring up from these small to 
system epee under the arrears of pensions, and the ex parte 
Seonial ns = 7 carried out, and the claims obtained W ithout any 
ai seinen o ether they are just or unjust, and the Commissioner dare 
these peop] em, surely there can be no great fault found if we ask 
nine-tenthe etn have voluntarily waited so long, who constitute 
years af of t © cases now delayed—after they have waited fifteen 
“Sars alter the war closed before they even presented their claims— 


use, up to the 
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to give us a chance to see that the claims thus postponed and thus 
stimulated by the hope of large gain shall be carefully looked at be- 
fore we give the pensions. No honest pension claimant will object 
to that. He has waited himself for fifteen years before presenting 
his claim. We ask now to have the pension claims fairly looked at. 
and we ask time to consult with the Adjutant-General, with the Sur- 
geon-General, with the Commissioner of Pensions, with the different 
officials who are charged with this responsible duty, and then we can 
lay the facts that they furnish us betore the Senate, and we pledge 
ourselves to give every dollar that is necessary to secure the claim of 
every honest pensioner when we have the facts all laid before us 

After the Senator from Kansas has consented to that, after the 
Senate seem to have assented to it, the Senator from Vermont says 
“give the President the power,” without giving us this opportunity 
and without waiting; and the only waiting that is to be done is 
until the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill comes 
in, which as the RECORD shows almost passed the House yesterday, 
perhaps will pass it to-day, and which perhaps will be before us to 
morrow night and can be reported back to the Senate at an early day 
next week with every fact ascertained. 

It is proposed to do that instead of putting on a provision which, 
if the Senate does assent to—I have no right to speak for the other 
House—I have no idea the House of Representatives will consider 
fora moment. The result will be to tie up this very meritorions bill 
and the meritorious features in it and delay the $19,000,000 of defi- 
ciencies, which were said to be absolutely necessary, much longer than 
they would be delayed if we were allowed to consider and pass upon 
it and give what all the Departments say is just in the legislative 
appropriation bill. I do hope that we shall be allowed to have that 
investigation, and that we shall not transfer to the President the 
power of the committees of the two Houses and the power of the two 
Houses themselves, and authorize him to do something that we know 
nothing about. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam very sorry that the Senator from Kentucky 
has thought it necessary to appeal to the fears of the Senate as to 
what another independent branch of the Government of this country 
may or may not do. We have been taught by the principles of par- 
liamentary law, founded upon good sense and founded upon the in- 
dependence of the two Houses, that it was altogether improper to 
undertake to sway legislation one way or the other by alluding to 
what another branch might or might not do. I propose for one to do 
what I think it right to do, without giving myself any concern as to 
what another independent branch of Congress may think it its duty 
to do; and my vote for this amendment or against it would not be 
affected in the slightest degree by what might be the independent 
opinion one way or the other, about which we can know nothing, of 
a co-ordinate branch of the Government. If my honorable friend 
from Kentucky thinks that is a good influence to govern the votes of 
Senators, of course it is his duty to follow his convictions. As I 
think it is not I do not propose to be frightened by the suggestion 
that it may be that if we had a committee of conference, if the other 
House should disagree, the Senate conferees might be disposed to re- 
cede from this amendment. 

The Senator says that here is coming the legislative appropriation 
bill. How do we know that it is coming? We know it ought to 
come in due course, but we know that there are only a couple of 
weeks and a little over of legislative days. We know that there are 
an infinite number of subjects for consideration in this Congress—I 
will not say anything about Houses—and I certainly do not know 
that the legislative appropriation bill will become a law at this ses- 
sion. I do not know but that if it were here the Committee on Ap- 
propriations might choose to do as they have done with this present 
affair, raise a point of order upon amendments that should be put 
upon it; and I do not know but that the Senate might decide, and 
decide rightly, that the point of order was well taken. The Senate 
has decided that on this bill these points of order are not well taken, 
so that we have got tothe merits. Where we may stand at some in- 
definite future period on some other bill on other points of order, or the 
same ones repeated, and the opinion of the Senate reversed, I do not 
know. 

What I wish to do for one, as one of the people who are supposed 
to feel some sense of gratitude and obligation to those who are worthy, 
is to furnish the Executive Department of the Government the means 
of expediting the disposition of their claims one way or the other 
Those who do not feel that these claims are worthy, who think that 
they are suspicious or that the service was not very meritorious, of 
course must be governed by their own convictions. Inasmuch as 
mine do not run in that direction, I propose, the Senate having held 
that this business on this bill is in order, to provide on this bill, if I 
can, for doing something toward calling upon the executive branch 
of the Government to take some means to endeavor to get on wit) 
the disposition of these cases. 

But the Senator says that this is surrendering the powers of the 
committees of Congress, that we are giving up to the Executive to 
appoint all the clerks and regulate the management of the adminis 
tration of the Government in his way. Mr. President, that is an un- 
founded fear. The whole history of legislation is full of instances 
where, on special occasions and in respect to special aspects, sums of 
money have been placed at the disposal of the Executive, responsible 
as he is to public opinion, responsible as he is to the coercive and 
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puuitory power of the two Honses of Congress exercised under the 
Constitution for any maladministration, in order to get on with the 
disposition of public affairs, leaving to him as I think in this case it 
can be best left, whether we do it this week, or the next, or the week 
after in this body, the selection of agencies and the arrangement of 
detail in respect of applying the force of the Government in some 
way to the examination and disposition of these claims. This is what 
my amendment proposes todo. Iam not so much afraid of execu- 
tive power (I certainly have as little disposition to enlarge it as the 
Senator from Kentucky) as to be afraid to authorize the President of 
the United States to employ the public money to the extent of $200,000 
in such way as he thinks best to ¢ xpedite the examination and dis- 
position of these claims. 

That is the way it appears to me, and therefore I hope that now 
and here, inasmuch as we all know without any special reports of 
the Committee on Pensions or the Committee on Appropriations that 
there is a blockade in that afiair, we shall provide the means for having 
the blockade removed as far as this little sum will do it. 

It is said that this is a matter for helping out the arrears-of-pen- 
sion people. If it were, it would not be very bad. Congress has 
voted that the arrears-of-pension people are entitled, and therefore 
we must carry it out. But it is not chietly for those who have ap- 
plied recently. I believe I stated before, and I repeat, that of the 
letters I get from a great many of the thirty-odd thousand soldiers 
whom Vermont furnished to the preservation of the Union, the largest 
share is from people whose claims for pensions were filed long before 
the arrears-of-pension bill was under discussion; some of them I 
remember are stated to have been pending, and I have no doubt truly 
stated, for eight and ten and I believe in one case eleven years, pigeon- 
holed on some little difficulty. Inquire at the Pension Office, and 
they say “We have not got a report from the War Department,” 
and so on. Now I wish to provide the President with the means in 
some way, the best means for which he is responsible in this little 
matter of detail, of providing for expediting these long-standing 
I know that the Senator from Kentucky—I believe, and cer- 
tainly I think I am entitled to say that I know—is just as willing as 
I am to do justice to all these people. He thinks we ought to wait 
and consider further. It appears to me that we ought to act now. 

Mr. WINDOM. Mr. President, I cannot support this amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Vermont, and I do not propose by my 
silence to be placed in the position in voting against it of deciding 
that this service is not meritorious. I vote against it because I do 
not believe it is the practicable way of securing the object desired, 
which I stated more fully a few moments ago when on my feet. I 
believe that to place this amendment in this bill in this form is to 
lose it. I want to place it on the proper bill and in the proper form, 
so as to obtain the thing that we seek todo. I wouldrather dosome- 
thing for the soldier than to talk for him, Mr. President, and it is 
because I want to do something for him that I want to place it in 
the proper form that it will be passed by both Houses. 

Now, as to delay, keeping those waiting who are entitled to pen- 
sions, we have in this bill $17,000,000 and over of deficiencies where 
the claims have been passed upon and are now simply waiting the 
money to be appropriated in order that they may be paid. There is 
no more examination necessary, nothing to be done but that we shall 
place the money at the command of the Commissioner of Pensions to 
pay over to the pensioners whose claims have been found. Now, the 
question is whether we shall puta controverted question here which 
shall delay this bill two or three weeks, possibly until near the close 
of the session, and thereby delay the people who are entitled to the 
$17,000,000, whose claims have been proved and settled. I am notin 
favor of that. I believe that by placing this on the bill which is to 
come within the next week we shall secure it; we shall secure the 
immediate passage of this bill and everybody will get his claims 
quicker, more expeditiously than if we undertake to pass a lump sum, 
which 1 am opposed to under all circumstances, and which, if it will 
not offend my honorable friend from Vermont, I will say that I have 
every reason to believe the other House is opposed to, and which will 
result in the defeat of this measure. 

I know that it isnot proper to undertake to alarm anybody by what 
the other House will do, and I do not use it for that purpose, but I 
refer to it as a reason for the course I take here, because I want to 
have the thing done rather than to talk about it, and, therefore, I 
hope that it may be done in the way that will secure it best. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to put a question to my honorable friend 
from Minnesota or to some other member of the committee, not in 
the least as a taunt or a suggestion of reproach, but to elicit a con- 
tribution to the history of this matter. I understand that the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky maintains that it would be a little disrespectful 
to this committee not to wait ten days or a fortnight to get their 
views as to the remedy for this evil, which they think they can more 
properly state when the legislative bill shall be in order. Now, how 
does it happen that we did not get the views of that able and excel- 
lent committee last year when the legislative bill was in order? The 
evil has been crying in our ears for more than twelve months, and 
when the bill passed last year the Committee on Appropriations, who 
claim now that this is a matter within their jurisdiction, made no 
movement for an increase of this clerical force. 

The point of my inquiry—and it is put because I have no doubt 
there is some good answer to it—is, how it happened that if this 
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committee deem this is a matter within their 
they will attend to it, they did not attend to it then 

Mr. WINDOM. I hope that the Senator fron ’ 
not have his vote influenced in the slightest 
ness on the part of the committee. 
subject has nothing of that kind in it. The Senator asks ia 
tion why it was not done last year. If my recollection seryes m2 
did add one hundred and fifty, or about that number, of ; a Me, Wi 
department for that purpose last year; the Senate did it on rete 
ommendation of the committee. Itwas then supposed that . ~ = 
number that could be used. I am satisfied now that a western a 
can be used, and I am satisfied that if the approy or naman 
in the proper form they will be used, and I want 
the proper form so that they will be effective. 

Mr. WITHERS. According to my recollection we gave to t} 
departments which are engaged in the investigation of pension ve 
every clerk they asked for, every one that they said was neces 
amounting to a large increase of clerical force, in the aggregate, 
one hundred. a 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I voted against the amen 
the Senator from Kansas because of its indefinite charact 
the Senator from Vermont proposes another amendment placing ¢] 
whole discretion of the use of this money in the hands of the Pro. 
dent, and he starts out with an appropriation of $200,000, | shoala 
be glad to know from some Senator who has charge of this matter 
now whether or not $200,000 is a sufficient sum to execute the ner. 
poses aimed at in this proposition. I have no objection myself ¢ 
giving this or any other sum to the President of the United States: 
be used for this purpose; bat I do not see the necessity of appropri- 
ating a lump sum, without knowing whether it is a sufficient sum - 
whether the whole sum will be needed, out of the appropriations made 
for the purpose of paying pensioners who are already upon the per- 
sion-roll, because this $48,000,000 is absolutely essential to pay the 
pensioners now upon the roll; and yet a portion of this sum is to be 
diverted to another purpose. 

I think I can answer the question of the Senator from Massachn- 
setts who asks why it is that the Committee on Appropriations did 
not last year make some provision by which these cases could be ex. 
pedited. I wish to call the attention of the Senator from Massachn. 
setts to the fact that on the 25th day of March, 1880, now nearly one 
year ago, the proper committee of this body having in charge the 
subject of pensions placed upon this Calendar a bill looking to a re. 
arrangement and readjustment of the methods by which pension cases 
should be decided. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why did they not move to take it up? 

Mr. ALLISON. I have yet tosee or hear of a Senator pressing that 
bill before the Senate for consideration. The bill has been upon our 
Calendar for more than a year. I am not aware that either the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts or the Senator from Vermont has pressed the 
bill to a consideration. It was endeavored here the other day to put 
it upon this pension appropriation bill, and points of order were 
raised, I believe, by a member of the Committee on Appropriations. 
I voted that not that, but some other provision was in order on this 
bill. I am as willing and as anxious as any Senator on this floor is 
that the pension cases now blockaded in the Pension Office shall be 
adjusted finally, so that the applicants if entitled to pensions shall 
obtain them. But I submit to Senators that, without any recow- 
mendation from the Secretary of the Interior, without any know!- 
edge derived from the Secretary of War as to the method by which 
these claims for pensions can be adjusted, it is not wise for us to place a 
lump sum in the hands of the President or anybody else for 1 
purpose. 

The legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill is the 
proper bill upon which to consider the subject of increased clerical 
force; and for one I am ready and willing to consider it upon that 
bill. I understood that there was a proposition made here—I did not 
happen to be in the Senate at the time—that any amendment loo 
to the adjustment of this question should be put on the legislative 
bill without objection as to points of order. 

Mr. TELLER. I suppose the Senator from Jowa knows that an} 
person can make a point of order. It is impossible to make suc! 
agreement effective. 

Mr. ALLISON. By unanimous consent it can be done. 

Mr. TELLER. As suggested, you will not know any more a 
it then than now, and if it is ever put on in the Senate if mighté 
well be put on now as next week. ‘ 

Mr. ALLISON. Possibly we may not know anything about it then 
but we are in the habit in the Senate of requiring careful estimates 
from the Departments with reference to the employés in their sever’ 
Departments, and so careful are we here in the Senate that pots 0! 
order are raised if anybody undertakes to increase the compensati . 
of a clerk in a Department from $1,200 to $1,400 on the groune tet 
that is a change of the law. Now we propose on a Dill that does not 
relate to the interior administration of the Pension Office to plac 
$200,000 in the hands of the President to be used as he may see Bt'° 
use it in adjusting claims. As was suggested by the Senator irom 
Rhode Island who now proclaims his purpose to vote for this amene 
ment, the President may, if he chooses, adopt the machinery of a 
ate bill No. 496, and carry out its provisions under this amendmen 
There is no limitation on his power. He may do exactly what } 
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_omosed in Senate bill No. 496. I do not know but that that would 


“Shp wisest and best method of expending this money; but it seems 
e that we ought to consider the question more carefully with ref- 
eee to the amount required and with reference to the number of 
ean sto be employed and the compensation to be paid them. 

er. BURNSIDE. Allow me to say that I announced my willing- 
~. to vote for this amendment if it was declared in order; but if a 
+ of order is raised against the amendment I shall vote, as I did 
net the amendment ot the Senator from Kansas, that the amend- 
ent is not in order on this bill. 

Yr, ALLISON. I am as willing as is the Senator from Vermont or 
+). Senator from Massachusetts to do anything and everything that 
will expedite these cases ; and I believe, as the Senator from Minne- 
cota has already stated, that the most expeditious and safest method 
s to put the amendments, whatever they are, on the appropriate bill 
for that purpose. ; ‘ ; ‘ 

It is said that we do not know that the legislative bill will be 
.j during this session. We do know thatif it is not passed the 
Senate will be in session one week afterthe 4thday of March ; and there 
cannot be any delay on that account. The legislative bill isas certain 
to pass as this pension billis certain to pass before the 4th of March, 
ind it is the appropriate bill upon which this question should be 
onsidered ; and therefore it is that I shall vote against the amend- 
went of the Senator from Vermont, and I shall do what I can before 
shig gegsion closes to have a careful and considerate amendment 
dopted which will accomplish exactly what this amendment pro- 
noses to accomplish by placing all the power in the hands of the 
President. ; 

Mr. WHYTE. I believe the Senate is ready for a vote on this ques- 
and 1 therefore move to lay the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont on the table. 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CocKRELL in the chair.) The 
Senator from Maryland moves to lay the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I move to postpone this bill indefi- 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont moves to 
postpone the bill indefinitely. 

“Mr. EDMUNDS. And on that I propose to say a few words. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont has the 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam inclined to think that the bill ought not to 
e postponed indefinitely and I will give some reasons why my motion 
ught not to be agreed to. One is that I think the bill ought to pro- 
de for expediting the examination of pension claims, and to that I 
ball devote my attention chiefly. 

The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] says that if the considera- 

n of this question can be postponed until we get another bill next 

ek, assuming that we shall get it then, we can, without any points 

order or other troubles, it being still an appropriation bill 

Mr. WHYTE. Will the Senator allow me to rise to a question of 

er? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, my friend has a right torise to a ques- 

n of order. 

Mr. WHYTE. I should like to inquire of the Chair if my motion 
does not take precedence of the motion of the Senator from Vermont, 
t being a motion to lay on the table? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Unhappily it does not. Motions to postpone in- 
iefinitely precede motions to lay on the table. 
Mr. WHYTE. Not according to the rules of the Senate as I read 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We shall see. 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read Rule 43. 

he Chief Clerk read as follows: 
When a question is pending no motion shall be received but— 


journ 














n to a day certain, or that when the Senate adjourn, it shall be toa 
0 take a recess, 
proceed to the consideration of executive business 


on the table, 

postpone indefinitely, 

postpone to a day certain 

commit, ; 

) mend 
es ral motions shall have precedence in the order in which they stand 
Mr ™ ‘ , . ° . 

oon EDMUNDS. Yes, Mr. President, that is perfectly true; but 
f nat ® ® ‘ 

he senator did not move to lay this bill on the table. If he had, 

shai point of order would have been good; but I supposed he did 
wish to lay the bill on the table. Therefore the pending question 
ben we indefinite postponement of this bill. 

amu VHYTE. I ask for a decision by the Chair of the question of 


~ E] /MUNDS, So do I. 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will hear the Senator from 


iP 
“la 


“tyland make his point of order. Will he please state it specific- 
Mr. WHYTE. T 
table the 
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he point of order is that I moved to lay upon the 
of mendment of the Senator from Vermont, and under the 
i@8 0 . . . . . as 

the Senate that motion precedes a motion for an indefinite 
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postponement of the bill. The postponement earries with it the 
amendment also. I have moved to lay the amendment on the table, 
which would precede a vote to postpone indefinitely the whole bill, 
amendments and all. 

Mr. HOAR. How could the motion of the Senator from Vermont 
come in order? The duty of the Chair is to put the question on the 
motion to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. WHYTE. Without debate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is a question of precedence of motions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will decide that the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Vermont is not in order, but of this the 
Chair has some doubt, and if the Senator desires, will submit it to 
the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh,no, Mr. President, the motion being ruled 
out of order, the motion to postpone the bill indefinitely is not in 





order. That standing as the judgment of the Senate, I submit to it 
with such pleasure asI can. Now I withdraw my amendment, Mr. 
President. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
draws his amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And I move to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. WHYTE. Can the Senator withdraw his amendment without 
the consent of the Senate? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think I can. 
ordered. 

Mr. WHYTE. But the motion to lay it on the table has been made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The yeas and nays have not been ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays not having been 
ordered, the Senator from Vermont withdraws his amendment, and 
moves now, what? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont moves to 
postpone the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, is it in 
observations on that motion ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 

Mr. WITHERS. 
mentary inquiry. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
yield ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, for a moment. 

Mr. WITHERS. AsI understand it now, the Senator from Ver- 
mont moves to withdraw an amendment which has been laid upon the 
table by a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not understand it that way, Mr. President. 

Mr. WITHERS. I thought I must be mistaken, and therefore I 
wished to know if that was the fact. According to my recollection 
an amendment was moved by the Senator from Vermont. The Sen- 
ator from Maryland moved to lay that amendment on the table, the 
Chair decided that that motion was in order, and the question then 
came up on the motion to lay the amendment on the table, nothing 
else being in order, until that was disposed of. How is it possible 
for the Senator from Vermont, in that condition of things, to with- 
draw his amendment? 

Mr. WHYTE. I do not understand that, either. 

Mr. WITHERS. Pending the decision of the motion made by the 
Senator from Maryland, how could the amendment be withdrawn ? 

Mr. WALLACE. The effect of it evidently is to withdraw the mo- 
tion to lay on the table of the Senator from Maryland, which the 
Senator from Vermont cannot do. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Have I aright to go on, Mr. President? 

Mr. WHYTE. Not until this question of order is disposed of. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Virginia, the Chair 
understands by his remarks, raises a question of order as to whether 
the Senator from Vermont can withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. WITHERS. Whether he can withdraw his amendment after 
& motion to lay it on the table has been made by avother Senator and 
pending the vote on that motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would thank the Senator 
from Virginia to submit some rule which would prevent the Senator 
from Vermont from withdrawing his amendment. 

Mr. FERRY. Is it not very clear, Mr. President, that a motion, 
until amended, or the yeas and nays have been ordered upon it, can 
be withdrawn by the mover at any time ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Rule 44 settles the question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has decided that the Sen- 
ator from Vermont had a right to withdraw his amendment, and he 
did withdraw it, and now the question is raised whether he had that 
right to withdraw it or not, and the Chair has asked for some rule 
which would not authorize the decision made by the Chair. 

Mr. TELLER. May Rule 44 be read? 

Mr. WITHERS. I have not the rules before me ; but ordinary par- 
liamentary law dictates that when a motion is before the House only 
certain things can be done. The motion before the House now is to 


The Senator from Vermont with- 


The yeas and nays have not been 


order to submit a few 


The Chair will decide that it is. 
Then I will go on. 
Mr. President, I should like to make a parlia- 


Does the Senator from Vermont 


lay the amendment on the table, and it seems to me that until a vote 
is had on that motion the Senator moving the amendment cannot ob- 
tain control of it; it is in the possession of the House and can only 
be disposed of by a vote upon that amendment or upon the motion 
to lay on the table unless that motion be withdrawn. 
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Mr. TELLER. Let us have Rule 44 read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has decided the question, 
and if any Senator desires to appeal from the decision of the Chair 
the Chair will gladly submit it to the decision of the Senate. 

Mr. WITHERS. I do not desire particularly to appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. I only wanted to know what was to be the 
rule of action in this body. This is contrary to what prevails ordi- 
narily in any parliamentary bodies of which I have had any knowl- 
edge. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont has the 
floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, if everybody is satisfied I 
will proceed. Anybody in this particular branch of the Government 
who undertakes to prevent a Senator from saying what he wishes to 
say will require a longer time to do it than it took to elect a Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. WITHERS. I will say that that was not my purpose at all. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I know that. 

Mr. WITHERS. I was perfectly aware that the Senator had it in 
his power by various devices to say what he desired to say on the 
werits of the proposition. It was not for any such purpose that I 
made the point. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What I wish to say is not to devise, but to ad- 
vise, in respect to which I mark a difference. NowI will proceed, if 
I am perfectly in order, to submit an observation in reply to my 
friend from Iowa, [ Mr. ALLISON. ] 

Weall profess to be desirous of aiding in the disposition of the great 
accumulation of pension claims; we all profess that we wish to do 
it at the earliest possible moment; but a great many of us profess 
that our present state of mind is such that we would rather do it at 
some other time and on some other bill than now, and we are told 
that if we wait a week or two, we shall have further information, that 
we are not accustomed to vote money to be expended to carry on the 
Government without the estimate of the head of a Department ; and 
here it is said there is no estimate for the proposition that I had the 
honor to submit. That is true. Are you likely to get an estimate 
when the Department of the Interior and the Pension Office have all 
their ideas wedded to the sixty-surgeon bill as it is called, and do 
not wish until that has been tried to provide additional meansof going 
on under the present organization? If you wait until then, a good 
many gray hairs and a good many sore hearts will go down to the 
grave before you get any legislation at all. If we have the legisla- 
tive, executive, and judicial appropriation bill before us next week, 
there will be no estimate for clerk, or examiner, or copyist, or what- 
ever, unless between this time and that some spur is applied to some 
head of a Department to make one. The ordinary course of things 
will bring no estimate; it will bring no new knowledge. The knowl- 
edge we have is suflicient already ; and that is that on account of some 
trouble or other either of administration or inadequacy of force or 
something, this business of the examination of pension claimsis greatly, 
shamefully delayed; and by that Ido not mean to intimate that every 
pension claim is a right one; far from it. Some are wrong; but if 
some are wrong it furnishes to my mind no reason for delaying or 
checking those that are right. You might just as well refuse to pro- 
vide for administering justice in a court, because always heretofore 
(and always hereafter it will be so) acertain proportion of the canses 
that are brought to judicial adjudication are false and fraudulent 
claims and causes, but the false must take their turn with the true to 
be tried and dismissed while the true are carried into their just oper- 
ations. That is just what it is in this pension business. 

Now, then, the simple thing to do, as it appears to me, is, having 
the pension bill before us, and the Senate having determined ona 
yea-and-nay vote that an appropriation bill is a suitable place to 
consider this question, to proceed to provide the means for trying to 
get on. The Senator from Iowa asks, how do we know that $200,000 
is enough? I do not know. I know that it will go so far, if honestly 
applied and properly devoted to the selection of such agents and 
clerks and objects as will touch the spots of delay in these old cases 
and help get them forward. The Senator asks how do we know 
that it is not too much? Suppose it to be too much, this only author- 
izes the President by way of limitation; he is not required, to expend 
the whole sum. But the Senator says that this is an appropriation 
bill, and that all this $42,400,000 is needed to pay pensions already 
due. That isa mistake. Seventeen million dollars is necessary to 
pay pensions, as we are told, already due. The other $31,000,000 is 
to provide fer accruing pensions that have been and may be allowed 
in the course of the current year from the Ist of July, 1881, to the 
30th of June, 1882. If it turns out at the next December session that 
this appropriation is inadequate, as it turned out that the last year’s 
appropriation was inadequate, we can supply the deficiency; but I 
am willing for one to take my risk of doing injustice to the payments 
of pensions under this bill in doing the best thing I can for these pen- 
sioners and provide for the examination and promotion of a disposi- 
tion of their claims. That is the point, Mr. President, and I think 
it right in reply to my friend from Iowa to say so. 

I did not wish to take up the time of the Senate, but I did not 
think it quite just that the Senator from Maryland, as I had moved 
this amendment, should cut me off from the right of replying to the 
observations of the Senator from Iowa. 
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Mr. WHYTE. I did not mean to do that. I did not know ¢) 
ator wished to speak. = 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I know the Senator from Maryland haa 
sonal hostility either to me or to my amendment in making the. 
tion. Now, having said this, Mr. President, I wi a ne 
to postpone this bill indefinitely, and I renew t} 
I had the honor to submit a little while ago. 

Mr. WHYTE. Then I renew the motion to lay th 
the table. . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays, 

Mr. WINDOM. [ask the Senator from Maryland to witha 
motion for a single second. : é 

Mr. WHYTE. If the Senator will renew it. 

Mr. WINDOM. I will renew it. I think the amendment jj) 
very well the impropriety of ill-considered and hasty le 
The Senator from Vermont proposes to expedite the consideration ... 
these pension claims, and the bill provides that this money, $42 009 9, 
shall be for the payment of pensions for the fiscal year endine 
30, 1882, and not a dollar of it is available until after the > 
June next. The Senator’s amendment, which is to expedite t] 
pension claims so much, will not be available until after the 30:1, .. 
June next, so that nobody will be hastened very much. I now ron, = 
the motion of the Senator from Maryland to lay the amendmen: » 
the table, as I agreed to do. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope my friend will withdraw that mot 

Mr. WHYTE. I withdraw it. 

Mr. WINDOM. I want to say to the Senator from Vermont tha: 
propose to keep my agreement; and now, if he will renew it. I wis 
draw the motion. “a 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will say as to that, that if the Senate shal! }, 
of the opinion that it is right to intrust the President with $200 ov 
to endeavor to secure the best agencies for getting on with this busi- 
ness, and this amendment be agreed to,I had already prepared ay 
additional amendment, providing that this sum should be available 
immediately. 

Mr. WHYTE. Now I renew the motion to lay the amendment 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryland moves 
to lay the amendment of the Senator from Vermont on the tabl 
Upon that question the Senator from Vermont calls for the yeas and 
nays. : 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BLAIR. I only wish to make a parliamentary inquiry. I sup 
pose a majority of the Senate are in favor of the bill reported by the 
Committee on Pensions with such modifications as might readily | 
made to it by amendments. My inquiry is this: If the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont should not be laid on the table, would 
it be in order to move as an amendment to his amendment the su 
stance of that bill with such modifications as might be ins 
therein to meet the general wish of the Senate in that direction, 
that this amendment being in order an amendment thereto could be 
attached? In this way we could get substantially what is desired 
by the Interior Department, and upon this same bill, if that can be 
done, and I see no reason why it may not be done; and then if the 
umount which the Senator from Vermont proposes, some $200,000, 
could be increased to half a million, the President in his discretion 
might be authorized to carry out the bill which a majority of the 
Senate desire. As no part of the money in this bill is available until 
next July, it seems there cannot be any very great haste about the 
passage of this bill, and the discussion which it is proposed to post- 
pone until the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bil 
comes to the Senate may just as well take place here and the whole 
matter be disposed of. 

Mr. WINDOM. There isa deficiency of about seventeen milo! 
dollars in this bill. : 

Mr. BLAIR. That is only asmall proportion of the bill. I should 
like to know the opinion of the Chair upon the question as a matcer 
of parliamentary procedure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will decide that an amend 
ment which was not itself in order would not be in order to an amend 
ment. ; ; 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly not; but this amendment is in order; 20 
exception has been taken to it on that ground; no one has raised 
any point of order. There is a motion to lay this amendment on tie 
table. If that motion should be denied the amendment would remain 
before the Senate, and it could be so changed in the manner I have 
suggested as that the whole subject-matter which the Senate desir 
to incorporate into the administration of the pension law could % 
attached to this bill, and the difficulty which we have encounteree 
thus far would be avoided. o 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understood the a, 
to inquire whether the amendment which had been previous!y T°" 
out of order would be in order to thisamendment. — : t 

Mr. BLAIR. No, Mr. President; this amendment is in order #5 © 
understand, the amendment of the Senator from Vermont. No a 
has raised any point of order against it, and the discussion ol Poa 
proceeded. I suppose it isto be taken for granted that it 1s 11 ore = 
and if so and it should not be laid on the table, why may re 
majority of the Senate who desire to enact the sixty-surgeous ©! 
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t is called, or Senate bill No. 496, with such modifications as can be 
spadily incorporated in it to sult the majority, add that as an amend- 
a to the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, and this mat- 
a » reached immediately? Ifthe amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont is laid on the table, of course that is the end of it. 

It does seem to me that if I am correct in the view of parliament- 
rn ‘Jaw involved here, this motion to lay the amendment on the table 
on well be rejected by a majority of the Senate. 
~ ‘Phe PRESIDING OFF ICER. The question is on the motion to lay 
» the table the amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 

* ‘The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 35, nays 


is follows: 


said YEAS—335. 

, Farley, Jones of Florida, Vance, 
= wg Ferry, Kernan, Vest, 
Ba Groome. McDonald. Walker, 
Hampton, Maxey, Wallace 
= Hereford, Morgan, Whyte, 
Hill of Georgia, Pendleton, Williams, 
ye Ingalls, Ransom, Windom, 
yee of W.Va, Johnston, Saulsbury, Withers. 
oe Jonas, Slater, 
NAYS—23. 

. Cameron of Wis., Jonesof Nevada, Plumb 
awit Dawes, Kirkwood, Rollins, 
Dele Edmunds, McMillan, Saunders, 

Sane Hamlin, McPherson, Teller, 
Renal Hill of Colorado Paddock, Voorhees. 
( Hoar Platt 

ABSENT—18. 
Rar Conkling, Kellogg, Randolph, 
Bla Davis of Illinois, Lamar Sharon, 
Br Garland, Logan, Thurman 
Car f Pa. Grov er, Morrill, 
Cai Harris, Pugh, 





<o the amendment was ordered to lie on the table. 

rhe amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BOOTH. I move to amend the title by adding “ and for other 
purposes.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALLACE. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
moves that the Senate do now proceed to the consideration of the 
bill which he has indicated. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Pennsylvania oblige me by 
withholding the motion for a moment ? 

Mr. WALLACE. When the bill has been taken up I will yield. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to call attention to something in connection 
with the bill just passed. 

Mr. WALLACE. Whenever the bill has been reported I will yield. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
moves to take up a bill, the title of which will be read, so that the 
Senate will know what the motion is. 

The Chief Clerk read the title of the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making 
appropriations for the service of the Post-Oftice Department for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1482, and for other purposes. 

Mr. WALLACE. I now yield to the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill. : 

Mr. HOAR. I understood that before the pension amendment was 

voted down some of the members of the Appropriations Committee 
gave assurance informally to the Senate that they would ask unani- 
mous consent that amendments covering this question might be in 
order on the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. 
I desire to ask the Senator from Kentucky whether it would not be 
well to ask that consent now ? 
Mr. BECK. I asked at the time I made the suggestion that it be 
done. I hope it will be done now. I desire the fullest, freest, fair- 
est consideration of the necessities of the Pension Office, and if the 
senate will agree now to what I suggested this morning I shall be 
very much gratified. Whether they do or not, when the question 
oo come up I shall vote to give it the fullest and fairest considera- 
100, 


- WINDOM. I believe the Senator was understood as asking 
msent. 
, Mr. ALLISON. I ask unanimous consent that an amendment may 
ein order in reference to this question of pensions on the legisla- 
tive appropriation bill. 

Mr. BECK. Lhope that will be done. 
ne TELLER. 1 wish to make an inquiry of the Senator from 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Iowa asks unani- 
mous consent of the Senate that when the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill is being considered by the Senate an 
amendment in regard to the pension matter shall be in order. 

Mr. DAV IS, of West Virginia. For the increase of employés. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us know exactly what it is. 

Mr. TELLER. I want to make an inquiry of the Senator from 

wa, who seems to have this in charge. 
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Mr. ALLISON. No, I have not the bill in charge; I have this par- 
ticular thing in charge of asking unanimous consent. 

Mr. TELLER. I want to inquire whether any one will be at lib- 
erty to move any amendment in reference to this question that has 
been before the Senate, without reference to what the Department 
may say. I was told awhile ago that nothing would be in order un- 
less the Department backed it up. 

Mr. WITHERS. Except Senate bill No. 496; that is out of order. 

Mr. ALLISON. Iask unanimous consent that all amendments look- 
ing to the expediting of the consideration of pension claims may be in 
order on the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, 
which is the proper bill. 

Mr. WINDOM. I understood that if an additional appropriation 
for expediting pension claims is to be put on that bill, it is to be 
reported by the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The whole subject is to be open on that bill? 

Mr. ALLISON. Whatever there is. 

Mr. INGALLS. From whatever quarter it may emanate. 

Mr. WINDOM. I do not understand that that was the agree- 
ment. 

Mr. TELLER. I do not think we should be required to consent that 
the bill reported by the Committee on Pensions, this new system of 
getting at the pensions, ought tobe puton. Ido not propose to con- 
sent to that, so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. WINDOM. Iask unanimous consent that all amendments in- 
creasing the clerical force in the Departments shall be in order on that 
bill. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I do not consent to that, Mr. President. The 
understanding with me was that all fair amendments touching the 
expediting of the granting of pensions were to be considered in order, 
and I am not going into any jug-handled arrangement of that kind, 
anybody could get up here in a captions way—— 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I have not talked much to-day, and I hope the 
Senator will allow me to express my views. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question of order must be enter- 
tained by the Chair. The Senator from Florida will state his ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. What is the question before the Senate, 
Mr. President ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question before the Senate is 
the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WALLACE.] Sen- 
ators then asked consent of the Senate for certain things, and the 
Chair does not hold that he has the power to confine them to that 
question. The Senator from Rhode Island has the floor. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Now, Mr. President, I say that it was my under- 
standing, and I think it was the understanding of nine Senators out 
of ten who hear me, that all fair amendments which looked to the 
expediting of the consideration of pension claims were to be consid- 
ered in order and voted upon on their merits. I am not going into 
any arrangement whatever that will allow an amendment to be ruled 
out of order simply because six or eight or ten Senators in this body 
have objected to it heretofore, and have by parliamentary means 
clogged the passage of a bill which I think three-fourths of the Sen- 
ate want to pass. 1 do not think it is fair and right, and I will never 
consent to it. 

Mr. TELLER. It was distinctly understood at the time when it 
was broached here by the Committee on Appropriations that it only 
referred to the increase of clerical force. Everybody understood 
that, the Senator from Rhode Island did—— 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 

Mr. TELLER. If he did not, then he did not gather his under- 
standing from anything said by any member of that committee ; and 
it was because I saw that there was a disposition after the Senate had 
disposed of that amendment to adopt an entirely different policy and 
pursue a different course, which I thought was unfair, that I made 
the objection, and I propose to stand by the objection. I donot pro- 
pose that the legislative bill shall be encumbered with that measure. 
If three-fourths of the Senate want that billlet them bring it up. It 
has been here since last March. It was asked why we had not brought 
it up. It would be a piece of impudence, I suppose, if anybody had 
sought to bring it up except members of the committee. They have 
seen fit to let it rest here. Now, if they want it, let them bring it 
up in the regular way. Iam opposed to putting on any appropriation 
bill that bill, whether it is a good one or a bad one, and I propose to 
stand by the law. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I propose to stand by my objection. I have as 
much right on this floor as any other Senator, and I do not propose 
that the rights of a majority of the Senate shall be cut off by any 
agreement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota asks 
unanimous consent that all amendments to the legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropriation bill increasing the clerical force on account 
of the Pension Office shall be in order. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I object. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode Island ob- 

jects, and that settles that question. 
Mr. BECK. I desire to speak to the question of taking up of the 
Post-Office bill. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sénator from Kentucky bas the 
1loor. 

Mr. BECK. Preliminary to making the statement I rose to make, I 
wish to say that I believe I have heard the rules of the Senate often 
construed to mean that anything is in order by way of debate, no 
matter what it is, and I can discuss the Nicaraguan Canal, or the Eads 
jetties, or anything I like on this motion. It has been done so often 
that I presume I have that right. 

I desire to say that when I asked the Senator from Kansas to with- 
draw his amendment, it was on the ground that if the Senate would 
allow us to consider the question of what was the necessary force re- 
quired by the Pension Office, the necessary numberof clerks to be added 
to the Surgeon-General’s Office and the Adjutant-General’s Office and 
the Second Auditor’s Office, in order to examine applications for pen- 
sions, I hoped the Senate would give unanimous consent that we 
should lay the result before the Senate on the legislative bill without 
any point of order being made. I could not obtain that consent. 

I say now that when the legislative, executive, and judicial ap- 
propriation bill comes up before the Committee on Appropriations, 

I can have my way, we shall send for the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, the Surgeon-General, the Second Auditor, the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, and all men connected with pensions ‘or who have charge of 
that business, and so far as they tell me that they need additional 
force to expedite the payment of honest claims, I shall not only vote 
for it, but I shall vote that it shall be in order to consider that in- 
crease of force, and I hope the Senate will give unanimous consent 
now that all these things may be done on that bill. I believe it is 
the interest of the pensioner; I believe it is the interest of good 
order ; I believe we shall keep regularity of system if these things 
should be allowed. If, however, the Senate will not give that con- 
sent, when the bill comes up before the body, if no one else does I 
shall move that these questions shall all be considered, shall be fairly 
heard, and I shall vote that such amendments are in order. I agree 
to every word the Senator from Massachusetts said as to the pledge 
I desired to give. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from Kentucky allow me to 
ask him a question ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Kentucky 
yield ? 

Mr. BECK. Iam done. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I beg to ask the Senator from Kentucky a ques- 
tion. If the Commissioner of Pensions should recommend to him, or 
to his committee, or to the Senate, that he should have the right to 
employ a surgeon and a lawyer in each congressional district, and to 
employ clerks in each district, to be placed in immediate communica- 
tion with the pensioners, as nearly so as possible, would the Senator 
consider that as a proper increase of force? 

Mr. BECK. I consider that the Senate settled that question by 
ruling it out of order, and that nothing else can come up on the legis- 
lative appropriation bill than the employment of additional force. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. That would be additional force. 

Mr. BECK. It would be additional legislation, which, if the Per- 
sion Committee will bring up as an original proposition, I will con- 
sider and vote for or against according as the reason of the case may 
determine my course. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Would the Senator consider an amendment in 
order at this time which provided that the additional clerks and em- 
ployés hired under the appropriation should be residents of the con- 
gressional districts where the pensioners belong and should be placed 
In communication with the pensioners as nearly as possible? Would 
the Senator consider that to be in order ? 

Mr. BECK. As at present advised I would not consider that that 
came within the scope of the conversation we had this morning. 

Mr. TELLER. I wish to remark that if the Senator from Ken- 
tucky says that this so-called surgeons bill comes within the scope 
of the statement he made, I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. ALLISON. He says he does not so consider it. 

Mr. WITHERS. I claim the right to say a word in connection with 
the statement made by the Senator from Colorado a few minutes ago 
in reference to this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator fr 
yield? 

Mr. TELLER. Certainly. 

Mr. WITHERS. In that statement the Senator said that no effort 
whatever had been made to secure action on this bill since last March. 
The Senator is clearly mistaken. Twice, at least, I have given notice 
to the Senate of my purpose to call it up, but have been unable to 
obtain the floor to do so at the time indicated and when I wished to 
do so. It was no fault of mine that it was not taken up. On the 
contrary, I have anxiously desired it everyday since the bill was 
reported to the present time. As to whether the bill is in order as 
an amendment. I[ understand from the Senator from Colorado that 
anything will be in order except that particular measure. We can 
increase the force in the Department in any way, in any branch of 
the service, and do anything connected with pensions except that 
particular measure of proposing to establish a court of a surgeon 
and a lawyer to examine and take evidence, and that is never in 
order. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from Colorado yield to me for 
a moment ? 


ym Colorado 





I 
Le 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


FEBRUARY 9 


a , 

Mr. TELLER. I want to say a word upon this subiect 
I will yield entirely. cis 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I will not take half a minute. 

Mr. TELLER, I will yield entirely in a moment. What Id 
was that just what the Senator from Kentucky had stated to th wred 
ate should be enforced. If he did state it broad enough go thot 14 Sen. 
include the surgeons bill, as the Senator from Rhode Island ¢} c 


. ay : sland thintke 
he did, I would be willing to withdraw my objection. | Sede 


and then 


t } 
wood 


him to say that he did not mean that and did not s0 state T) 

fore I think I am justified in maintaining my objection, © ~~ 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to say to the Senate that a 

have an executive session this evening for reasons that coo 


; I cannot stat 
here, and while I do not wish to antagonize the Senator from ao 
. “aul 


sylvania in getting up the Post-Office appropriation bill. | shall | 

compelled to ask for an executive session if there is further deh. 

in reference to his motion. his eae 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

_ Mr. WALLACE. Task that the pending question be put; which 

is that the Post-Office appropriation bill be made the order of }jysj. 

ness. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. What is the regular order now before +) 
Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. EDMUNDs in the chair . 
question before the Senate is that the Senate now proceed to the 
consideration of the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I wish to say that while I have no disyo 
sition whatever to obstruct the consideration of any regular app, 
priation bill, asa matter of ordinary justice I shall claim that 4 
Senate ought to permit the regular order to be considered for reasons 
that I will state. When the pension appropriation bill was taken wy: 
the regular order of the Senate was a bill for the relief of two naya! 
officers, Messrs. Sigsbee and Sands. The Senator from California 
[Mr. FARLEY] moved to take up that bill, which was done, and be. 
fore an explanation of it could well be given, the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. ROLLINS] made a speech in opposition to the meas 
ure, and in the course of that speech he asked the Naval Committee 
certain questions, which up to this time that committee, myself and 
the Senator from California representing it, have not had an oppor. 
tunity to answer. That bill is the regular order and we consented 
that it might be laid aside temporarily, so that the pension appro- 
priation bill could be considered, with the understanding that after 
the pension bill was disposed of that measure should resume its orig 
nal place. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Of what measure does the Senator speak ? 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. The bill for the relief of Sigsbee and 
Sands; and up to this time, although the claim for relief made by 
these officers was fiercely attacked and has gone on the record as an 
imposition, no friend of that measure has been permitted to open his 
mouth in their defense. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I shouid like to have a chance to say a word. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChair will state that as the Chair 
understands, no entry in respect of the bill referred to by the Senator 
from Florida has been made on the Journal. Whatever there was 
about it was a matter of conversation among Senators. Therefore, 
the Chair thinks that the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
is in order, to proceed to the consideration of the Post-Office appro 
priation bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I ask the Chair if there is nothing toshow 
that the bill to which I refer is the regular order after the pension 
appropriation bill is disposed of ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Nothing, as the Chair understands 
from the Journal, was before the Senate as its unfinished business 01 
as the special order; so that the Chair thinks the motion of the Seua- 
tor from Pennsylvania is in order, which is to proceed to the consid 
eration of the Post-Office appropriation bill, and whatever else may 
occur depends upon the opinion of Senators as to what they are 
bound to observe. 

Mr. WALLACE. i trust the Senate will permit me to get up the 
Post-Ofiice appropriation bill. It would be a new precedent in the 
Senate to lay aside an appropriation bill, at this stage of the session 
to take up private bills. I trust we shall take up the bill, and atter 
it has been taken up let it be informally laid aside, if it is the desire 
of the Senate so to do, in order to proceed to any other business. | I 
will consent to that course; but let it be taken up in order to be the 
untinished business to be proceeded with in the morning. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, I have been trying for about ! 
an hour to say a word or two on the floor of the Senate. I know it 
is more difficult for the Presiding Officer tolook sidewise than straight 
forward, and consequently those will be recognized —— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has recognized the 5en® 
tor from Indiana. “ 

Mr. VOORHEES. It is not the fault of the present occupant ot the 
chair. I have suffered that way ever since I have been in the Senate 
Chamber. , hi 

I simply desire to say, in all good nature, that Lintend from this 
moment on, without cessation and without absences from my seat, 
without relaxing a particle of vigilance, to press upon the considera- 
tion of the Senate the bill providing additional accommodations for 
the Library. I know that it is my duty to do so, and I intend to do 
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. notice the other day that as soon as the pension appro- 
disposed of I should ask the Senate to proceed to 
pris sideration of that bill, but there have been about fifty-three 
the c¢ = recognized since the termination of the pension appropria- 
Sens while I was trying to make good the notice which I gave 


I gave 
nrigtiOn bill was 





the other day. while to seek to evade the consideration of this 
ea’ in fact nobody would wish to do so; but unless I make 
= very disagreeable in pressing it upon the attention of the 
ise. it will not get through here perhaps at all, and certainly not 
» time to go to the House. | We are in such a condition that I should 
‘ap] derelict, I should feel like a culprit in the discharge of my duty, 
4 [did not do something to relieve the Congressional Library of its 
~iserable condition. — ; 
“I told the Senator from Pennsylvania the other day (because I do 
not think a want of frankness is one of the faults of my character) 
that I should make this motion. I will not undertake to say that 
that sthe reason why he has been determined that I should not have 
‘ye floor: but we might as well have this matter settled at one time 
-gapother. I am not anxious to antagonize appropriation bills, I 
would not antagonize the pension appropriation bill; but I think I 
~iJlencounter the weight of a Post-Otlice appropriation bill with the 
oyestion of Whether the disgraceful condition of our Library shall 
continue, With a prospect of its continuing for years if we do not act 


Senate, 


mT think we can adjust the business before the Senate so that all 
can get through. My friend from Texas on my right [Mr. Coker] is 
anxious to have the remnant of his Indian bill considered ; and if, for 
instance, the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN] and other gifted 
orators here, who speak with so much ease and grace and fluency, 
would give a little security that they would not pioneer upon it, I 
would be willing to have it taken up; not but what I always listen 
with infinite pleasure to those discussions, but if we wait until all 
these measures are disposed of, I am afraid that the books of the 
Library will have a hard time. 

[ have but one word more to say, and that is in the shape of an ap- 
neal to the accomplished Senator from Pennsylvania, who takes as 
deep an interest in the Library as anybody else, and to the scholastic 
ind Jearned Senator from Texas, that when the Post-Office appropri- 
ition bill is taken up it may be laid aside, sothat the Library bill may 
have two or three hours. The Library question cannot be a very pro- 

fic one for two reasons: In the first place, it is very difficult for any 

ntomake along speech on aquestion of whether we ought to build 
a house on one Jot or upon another. It does not branch out; it does 
not give scope to the imagination. The other reason is, that on a 
question of architecture, very few people know anything, and while 
some people can talk on subjects they do not understand, as a matter 
of course Senators do not belong to that class, so that I do not see 
where there is much scope for an elaborate discussion in regard to the 
Library. 

I wish to say, if the Senate will pardon me for doing so, that at the 
close of the last session of Congress, within a few days before its close, 
a very important bill passed both branches and becamea law, under 
which a joint select committee composed of three Senators and three 
Members were appointed, whose duty it was to select architectural 
experts. I say to the Senate that within thirty minutes after the 
last session of Congress adjourned in June last I had that committee 
together. We met and went to work. Before we left the city we 
appointed our expert architects, and they did their duty with in- 
dustry, with fidelity, and with great skill, so that when we met here 
last December we had about us a wealth of design and of instruction 
trom our expert architects that was delightful to encounter. 

_ This joint select committee continued in session almost every day 
‘or the first month of the present session of Congress. We have per- 
lected our labors so far as we are concerned. We have made our re- 
port; we have reported our bill; and now the crying need of the 
hour or of the moment is to take it up and consider it like sensible 
men, and dispose of it. As I have already observed, it cannot take 
‘ng. The committee has reported in favor of a certain locality. If 
the locality does not command the approbation of a majority of the 
Senate, let the majority of the Senate locate it some place else. I 
stand here to plead for no one corner lot over another. I have con- 
curred with the majority of the committee in regard to a certain 
‘ocality, but my chief and prime object is to build a Library build- 
ing which will accommodate the books and the valuable material 
“OW going to destruction where it is at present located, and it is 

- pana of supreme consequence to me where the Library is 
10cated, 

a a matter, though, of supreme consequence and of honor on the 
= Congress to build one that will accommodate the books we 
a the constant flowing stream that is being emptied into our 


one betrayed into saying a great deal more than I possibly 
“nadie done if I had been allowed to speak earlier, but I now 
question A ater the Senator from Pennsylvania to let this great 
sentatiy considered so that the bill can go to the House of Repre- 
work aie and become a law before the session closes, 80 that the 

Mr WALDaence on this great and necessary public enterprise. 
LACE. Mr. President, I cannot yield the right of way in 
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the Senate to any bill when a public appropriation bill such as this 
is demands consideration at this stage of the session. I simply ask 
that the bill may be taken up and put upon its passage, and then 
the Senate can determine what it will take up for itself. 1 trust that 
the Post-Office appropriation bill may be made the order of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, I desire to give notice that at the ear 
liest possible moment, and especially at the time when the Senator 
from Pennsylvania proposes to yield the floor on the conclusion of the 
bill about being taken up, that I shall insist that the Indian severalty 
bill, already thoroughly discussed, has precedence over any other 
measure for consideration by the Senate, and shall ask that that bill 
be taken up and considered. The bill is one of the most important 
that has been before the Senate during the session. It is one that is 
asked for by one of the Departments of the Government as absolutely 
necessary to the proper administration of an important branch of its 
affairs. It is demanded by the condition of the Indians and by the 
public policy which should be subserved in administering the affairs 
of the Indians. We have had the bill before the Senate some ten or 
twelve days. It has been thoroughly and exhaustively discussed in 
all its branches and provisions, and it does seem to me that now is the 
time to dispose of it, unless we intend to have a repetition of the 
same discussion and another useless consumption of time over the 
same measure at the next session of Congress. 

With reference to the bill of the honorable Senator from Indiana, 
while it is important, it seems to me—and I say it with due deference 
to that gentleman’s opinion—that that bill is insignificant in compar 
ison with the bill that I now say should be proceeded with at the 
first moment the Senate can take it up. 

I will state, further, that the Indian severalty bill has been yielded 
repeatedly in deference to the views of Senators presenting appropri- 
ation bills to the Senate. I have antagonized no appropriation bill. 
The bill has been yielded repeatedly to other measures that it seemed 
proper should come before the Senate ; and I would submit that it is 
entitled by the extension of the proper courtesy of the Senate to the 
next place for consideration. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state in reference to 
the observation submitted by the Senator from Florida that it is prob- 
ably due to the Senate to state what took place on the 7th of Feb- 
ruary about the bill referred to by the Senator from Florida, being 
the bill (S. No. 1210) for the relief of certain oflicers of the Navy. It 
appears from the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD that after considerable dis- 
cussion touching the order of business, the Senator from California 
(Mr. FARLEY] said: 

The understanding is that the unfinished business retains its place afte 
18 over. 


e bill 


Referring, as the Chair understands, to the pension appropriation 
bill, and the unfinished business being, as the Chair infers from this 
statement in the RecoRD, the bill concerning naval officers 

The PRESIDING Officer. That is the understanding. 


The present occupant of the chair thinks, according to his recol- 
lection, that these understandings do not go on the Journal, and 
therefore it is only by the general consent of the Senate that the 
business laid aside in that way again comes up; and so the Chair 
felt it to be its duty to put the question on the metion of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania. The Chair states this in explanation of the rul- 
ing that he made a little while ago in regard to the point raised by 
the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. As I said, I have no wish to antagonize 
any of the important appropriation bills; but when the understand- 
ing of the Senate was announced by the Chair, as we find it recorded 
and as reiterated by the Chair now, I thought it was due to me and 
to the Senator from California that some notice should be taken of 
the claim of the bill which was under consideration when that agree- 
ment was made. 

I say now that it will not take a great while, in my judgment, to 
dispose of the bill. The Senator from New Hampshire has already 
made an argument in the case against the claims of these officers, and 
I thought that in justice to the Naval Committee, of which I am an 
unpretentious and humble member, something ought to be said, or 
at least an opportunity should be given to say it, on the other side; 
and I expected after the pension bill was over that we would come 
back, according to the agreement here recorded, and consider the 
bill. 

Mr. WALLACE. I have no desire to interfere with any under- 
standing made in the Senate. I am only endeavoring to perform my 
duty, as I see it, in regard to public business. I want no extra ses- 
sion, and I am compelled to press the bill now in my charge. I am 
sure the Senate does not desire that we should protract these appro 
priation bills and run the risk of an extra session. Therefore I feel 
compelled to insist upon my motion. I have no objection that the 
understanding which appears upon the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD may 
continue, but I ask the Senate to take up the Post-Oflice appropriation 
bill with that understanding, if it isso understood. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. With the understanding that this order 


shall be continued as it is now, I have no — 
ing? 


Mr. VOORHEES. What is the understanc 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
gests, the Chair will be allow 
certain naval officers, Senate bill N 
disposition of the appropriation bill. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It will be entirely 
understanding if it requires unanir 

Mr. JONES, of Florid 

Mr. VOORHEES. ll have a vote, I do not know 
who is the majority of the Senate, the Senator from Florida or myself. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. he Senator will listen one moment to 


understand the statu this case, hink he will not insist on the 


vania sug- 


respecting | 
the 


ed to 
after 


impossible t ret such an | 
} 


nous consent, 
It does not. 


+} { 
then, on it. 


objectic n. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I understand } 
it will lead to a protracted and acrimonious debate. 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. That is not the question 
an understanding already had. The Senate has already indicated 
through its presiding officer tha ure shi come up, be- 
cause we had it under consideration when the pension appropriation 
bill wa tied up. It was then regular order, and by general 
f re recorded, it was agreed that after the pension bill | 
( t bill should be resumed. | 

nt, and it is so 
sent I have no | 


l] I understand that 


it pretty well. iv 


There is | 
1,1 
yuld 
4) 

Lue 


ed of the consideration of tha 
tl given to 


the Sel 


msent of nate was g agreem 


nate back on it Wr col 

more to say. 
Mr. VOORHE 
know sl would n 
inanimous unde 


S a matter of course the Senaté 
ind one moment against what is recorded asthe 
anding of the Senate; butif that bi 
up I should like to have a unanimous understanding that the Senate, 
cach member of which is as much interested as I am in the Library 
n, shall take up and consider the Library bill. If I can have 
hat understand I will be content. Iask for that unanimous con- 
sent, Mr. President, if I have the right and power to do it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Pennsylvania and 
the Senator from Florida, the Chair understands, ask 


t 
Au 
Oo 
T 


tion bill ite bill No. 1210 shall be considered, and the Senator 
from Indiana asks that there be a unanimous understanding that 
after Senate bill No. 1210 shall have been disposed of the Library 
building bill may be considered. 

Mr. WALLACE. No, Mr. President, I simply desire to take up the 
Post-Office appropriation bill and allow the Senate to dispose of its 
own understandings as they are found upon the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. Iem content that the bill of the Senator from Florida may 
have its position when it comes to that point, but I ask that the ap- 
propriation bill, which has the right of way, be taken up unfettered 
with conditions of any kind. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Ido not want to displace the bill of the Sena- 
tor from Florida; I do not want to violate what he supposes to have 


Peni 


’ 
| 


been the understanding of the Senate; but I do want the Senate to | 
indicate its purpose, if possible, to take up the Library building bill | 


immediately thereafter. I donot want to antagonize the Senator 
from Pennsylvania with his appropriation bill, of course. 
think that the bill which I am interested in will take much time. 
I could have such an understanding I would be glad to have it. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state the question. 
The pending question is on the motion of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania to proceed to the consideration of the Post-Oflice appropriation 
bill; pending which the Senator from Florida asks that there be a 
unanimous understanding (which does not by the course of practice 
go upon the Journal, but only depends upon the will of the Senate 
afterward) that Senate bill No. 1210 be considered; and then the 
Senator from Indiana asks a similar understanding that after that 
the Library building bill shall be considered. The Chair will ask for 
an expression of assent first he application of the Senator from 
Florida. 

Mr. JONES, of With due deference to the Chair I will say 
that in asking the consent of the Senate to my proposition I am only 
asking that it shall remain by the assent already It is not 
an original proposition. 
given, and 1 am only asking that it shall keep its faith. 
ure was under consideration, and those representing the Naval Com- 
mittee yielded to the Senator from California to call up the pension 
bill, with the understanding on the Recorp here that when the con- 
sideration of that 
place, and the Senate assented to that unanimously. 
that the appropriation bill referred to by the Senator 
vania shall be considered, but I still insist that the ori 
the Senate given in this case shall be carried out. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
while these various demands are being made upon it, to the fact that 
last week the Indian severalty bill was informally laid aside during 
the afternoon and a bill in which I feel an interest, Senate bill No. | 
1441, was taken up for consideration, and then at the request of many 
Senators I agreed that it should go over upon an agreement on all 
sides by unanimous consent that it should be taken up immediately | 
after the Indian severalty bill, which was informally that day laid | 
aside. I desire to say to all the gentlemen who are asking unanimous 
consent, that this consent has been already given to me, and as soon | 


to t 
7) . 
riorida, 


oven 
given. 


+ 
s 
vr 
> 


| hears none; but the Chair will state that, as in all ¢; 


or from Florida | 


lis to be taken | 


for an un- | 
derstanding that after the disposition of the Post-Office appropria- | 


I do not 
If | 


The assent of the Senate has been already | 
This meas- | 


bill was terminated this bill should resume its | 
I am willing | 
rom Pennsy]!- | 
inal assent of | 


I desire to call the attention of the Senate, | 
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emai ima a at 


, 
as I get the opportunity, after the Indian severalty | 
shall insist upon it. . 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think that the request of the Senator 
Florida is perfectly just andreasonable. The bill which he. és 
was before the Senate on Saturday, and it was laid aside on M 
with the understanding that it would come up after the bi}! 4) nay 
fore the Senate was disposed of. He is not asking for a} ean _ 
ment, but merely asks that the agreement which the Sena ; 
viously made be carried out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. _Is there objection to the reques 
the Senator from Florida that after the disposition of the Poat-0f,, 
appropriation bill Senate bill No. 1210 shall be considered ? The ( - , 
é : \ L L cases of this kina 
hitherto, it is an understanding of the Senate that is not entered unon 


the Journal, and it only binds Senators as they may fee] thems 
obliged toobserveit. Then the Senator from Indiana asks unan 
consent that after Senate bill No. 1210 shall 
the Library building bill may be taken up. 

Mr. COKE. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is made. The questi, 
now is on agreeing to the motion of the Senator from Pennsylyan;, 
to proceed to the consideration of the I} 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H. R. No. 6972) making 1D 
propriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, is before the Sen. 
ate as in Committee of the Whole, and will be read. 


WW 
LLL COMesg ny 
‘Py 


lror 


advVocatas 


agree. 


te had pre 


alimous 
have been disposed 
posed 
Is there objection ? 


4 te Sy:Vanla 
ost-Oilice appropriation bill, 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid 
eration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid. 
eration of executive business. After forty minutes spent in exec. 
tive session the doors were reopened, and (at five o’clock and twenty. 
seven minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned. ’ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, February 9, 1881. 
The House metat eleven o’clock a. m. 


W. P. Harrison, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ATKINS. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. What is the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour for the 
call of committees for reports. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to dispense with the morning hour for the 
call of committees for reports. 

The SPEAKER. This will require a vote of two-thirds. 

The motion was agreed to, two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, I intended, as I gave notice heretofore, 
that I would call up the rule touching the order of business reported 


| on Monday from the Committee on Rules this morning. But in my 


judgment the legislative bill may in this hour be disposed of, and 
therefore I will waive the privilege of calling up that order this morm- 
ing; but now give notice that I will call it up for consideration 1m- 
mediately after the declaration of the result of the count of the elect- 
oral votes for President and Vice-President. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I wish to make a parliamentary 


| inquiry. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to know whether the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] has the right to call up that rule @ 
any time? Le 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine does not now cali up 
the rule for consideration. When the point arises, if the gentiemal 
from Illinois chooses to make it, the Chair will then decide. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I give notice, then, I shall make 
the point of order against it at that time. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House resolve itself into — 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of considerits 


| the legislative appropriation bill. 


The motion was agreed to. whole 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Who! 
Mr. CARLISLE in the chair. whole 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the = 
for the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 7101) making in 
tions for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the “ 
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other Pp 
poses. The Clerk will resume the reading of the bill. 











The Clerk read as follows: 

ce of the Commissary -General: One cbief clerk, at $2,000; one clerk of 

three clerks of class 3; four cler ks of class 2; ten clerks of class 1; two 

. a} ; one assistant messenger, two laborers, and two watchmen ; 

7 That the Sec y of War, if the public necessity re- 
g n for clerical service in this 


xceeding ten enlisted men for r 


at £1.000 each 


6xi I vided, 





y detail not ¢ 


Mr. ATKINS. 1 offer the following amendment to this paragraph: 


ao 51. in lin 240, strike ont the word “division v here 


it occurs and 


eu toereotr. 


ureau im il 
»mendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
nt expenses of the Adjutant-General's Office, in the old Navy De. 






and in the building on F street above Seventeentl 
cht, heating apparatus, matting, cleaning, labor, and incidental 
re of two floors of the old Navy Department building, $2,500 


Y ‘ 


“fe ATKINS. I offer an amendment to this paragraph. 
mM, i read the amendment, as follows: 








a 54, lines 1318 and 1319, strike out the words ‘‘and in the bi oon} 
sve Seventeenth street; ’’ and in line 4322 strike’o eight 
nsert the word ‘* five.” 
amendment was agreed to. 


a Clerk read as follows: 


rent of that portion of the buildir g on the northeast corner of Twe lfth 

| Pennsylvenia avenue, Washington, District of Columbia, now occupied 
Pension Office, or any other fire-proof building or buildings that the Secre- 
of the Interior may select, $24,000; and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby 
ved to contract With the owner of said building or buildings for the rent 
shereof to the Government, at a rate not exceeding $24,000 per year, from June 30, 
16 . privilege for four years from June 30, 1882, at the same rate, con- 


ringent upon the making by Congress of the necessary appropriation. 


Mr. ATKINS. 


ne 1527, after the word “or 





I offer the following amendment to this paragraph: 
where it occurs, insert the word “ other. 
rhe amendment was agreed to. 

he Clerk read as follows: 


lian Office 





29 


compensation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, $3,500; chief clerk. 
one financial clerk, at $2,000; five clerks of class4; eight clerks of class 3: 
rpher, at $1,600; twelve clerks of class 2; ten clerks of class 1; thirteen 
0 each; eight copyists, at $9( 0 each; one messenger; one assistant 
cer; and two laborers ; in all, $82,780. 








Mr. ATKINS. 
line 1582, after the word ‘‘dollars,’’ where it occurs, strike out the word “five ”’ 
nsert ‘‘one principal book-keeper, $1,800; four. 


I offer the following amendment to this paragraph: 


This simply changes the title of one of these clerks to that of prin- 
It does not increase the salary but simply desig- 
tes him as book-keeper and leaves the number of elerks the same as 


>t 
book-keepe r. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Pension Office : 





sation of the Commissioner of Pensions, $4,000 ; deputy commissioner, 
f clerk, $2,000; medical referee, $2,250; forty-five clerks of class 4; 
venty-tive clerks of class 3; one hundred clerks of class 2 ; one hundred and forty- 
lerks of class1; ten clerks, at $1,000 each; thirty copyists, at $900 each ; 
one engineer, at $1,200; one assistant engineer, at $1,000; one messenger and twelve 
and for ten laborers and four watchmen ; in all, $586,410. 


Mr. COFFROTH. 
to this paragraph: 


1 





elght ¢ 
assistant messengers ; 


Mr. Chairman, I offer the following amendment 
in line 1597 strike out the words ‘‘ forty-five clerks of class 4°’ and insert “ thir- 
teen chiefs of division, at $2,250 each; thirty-two clerks of class 4.” . 

Mr. ATKINS. I raise the point of order that the amendment in- 
creases expenditures and changes existing law. 

Mr.COFFROTH. Thisisa very important amendment, and should 
be adopted in the interest of the Pension Bureau. The next para- 
graph appropriates $40,000 for investigating attempts at fraud. There 
might be $10,000 stricken out from that appropriation, for the reason 
that by the report of the Commissioner of Pensions it appears but 
3~0,000 of this money was spent last year. When we reach that para- 
graph Ishall move to strike out $40,000 and insert $30,000. There- 
‘ore I submit that the proposition, taken altogether, isin the interest 
D economy. 
Mr, ATKINS. I cannot call to mind, Mr. Chairman, at what time 
‘he salaries of the clerks were fixed; I think thirty, or forty, or fifty 
years ago. Since the passage of that original act the clerks of class 4 
have received $1,800. , 

Mr. BAKER. The salaries were fixed last in the Revised Statutes. 
Mr. ATKINS. _I am aware of that. But when the clerks were 
qeinally organized as first, second, third, and fourth class clerks, 
oe salaries were fixed at $1,200, $1,400, $1,600, and $1,000, and those 
eee never have been changed from the time they were first or- 
Oe this time. The chiefs of divisions generally receive 
ve» OF S<,200 and sometimes $2,500. And I suppose, although the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CorrRoTH] has not fixed any 
they wony amendment for the salaries of these chiefs of divisions, 
chief of ai receive $2,250, which will be an increase of $450 for each 
),  Givision Over and above tbe sum which these fourth-class 
clerks now receive 


ee 
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I say there is no law which authorizes the giving these additional 
chiefs of divisions to the Pension Bureau. And besides, if I am per- 
mitted to come to the merits of the question, I want to say to this 
House the Commissioner of Pensions was before the Committee ol 
Appropriations, and if we understood him aright he was entirely sat- 
isfied with the bill as it has been presented to the House. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I will ask the gentleman from Tennessee if the 
Revised Statutes do not fix the compensation of the chiefs of divis- 
ions at $2,250; if that is not fixed as the compensation for clerks who 
act as chiefs of divisions? 

Mr. ATKINS. I believe that is the fact. 
the gentleman’s position. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I wish to state that the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions has divided off the business of his bureau into thirteen divisions , 
and there are thirteen clerks who are acting as the principal exam- 
iners or chiefs of divisions. But under this appropriation bill they 
get only $1,800 a vear, while if they were put in here as chiefs of 
division they would, under the Revised Statutes, get $2,250 a year. 

Mr. ATKINS. It may be that the Commissioner of Pensions has 
for hisown convenience divided up his work and made chiefs of divis- 
ions arbitrarily. But it is not a fact that the duties of each division 
are equally onerous. The duties of some of those divisions are much 
more onerous than of others. Yet the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
proposes to pay all the chiefs of divisions the same sum. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any question about the fact that this 
amendment proposes to change existing law? 

Mr. ATKINS. Not at all. I have been merely discussing a little 
the merits of the question in order to satisfy the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is compelled to sustain the point of 
order, upon the ground that the amendment changes existing law 
and does not retrench expenditures. It is not sufficient to make the 
amendment in order that it does not increase expenditures. If it 
changes existing law it must actually retrench expenditures to be in 
order under the third clause of Rule XXI. 

Mr. ATKINS. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 





So much the worse for 


In lines 1602 and 1603 strike out the words 


Mr. BAKER. I desire to hear some explanation of the reason why 
this assistant engineer should be stricken out. 

Mr. ATKINS. This appears in the bill by mistake. 
estimated for and I propose to strike it out. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph : 


‘one assistant engineer at $1,000." 


It was not 


For contingent and miscellaneous expenses of the Patent Office, namely: For 
construction and repair of model-cases, stationery, portfolios for drawings, furni- 
ture, and labor connected therewith, repairing, papering, painting, plambing, gas 
fitting, carpets, ice, advertising moneys refunded, printing engraved patent-heads, 
paper for the same, international exchanges, and other contingencies, $25,000. 

Mr. VANCE. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After line 1663 insert as follows 

‘For preparing, under thedirection of the Commissioner of Patents, a classified 
abridgment of all letters-patent of the United States the sum of $10,000: Provided, 
That said abridgment shall be printed and one copy of each shall be furnished to 
each Senator, Representative, and Delegate in Congress; one copy to each of the 
eight libraries to be designated by each Senator, Representative, and Delegate, and 
two copies to Library of Congress; also to such foreign governments as the Com- 
missioner of Patents may designate. Copies may also be sold at the cost of print- 
ing, and the sums received for such sales shall be paid into the Treasury 


Mr. ATKINS and Mr. BAKER made the point of order that the 
amendment changed existing law and did not retrench expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph : 

For photolithographing or otherwise rodacing copies of drawings destroyed 
or damaged by fire or otherwise exhausted, including pay @f temporary draughts 
men, €30,000; the work of said photographing, or otherwise producing plates and 
copies, referred to in this and the two preceding per to be done under the 
supervision of the Commissioner of Patents, and in the city of Washington, if it 
can be there done at reasonable rates ; and the Commissioner of Patents, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, is authorized to make contracts therefor 

Mr. WARNER. 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At line 1678, after the word “at, 
the word ‘‘ rates,"’ insert the words 

Mr. WARNER. The chairman of the committee, I understand, 
accepts this amendment. 

Mr. BAKER. Now I desire to hear read that portion of the par- 
agraph as it will read if amended. I reserve the right to raise the 
point of order, if there be one, on the amendment after hearing it 
read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


I offer the amendment which I send to the Clerk’s 


€s 


insert the word ‘‘ as and in line 1679, after 


as elsewhere. 


The work of said photographing, or otherwise pote ing plates and copies, re 
ferred to in this and the two preceding paragraphs, to be done under the super- 
vision of the Commissioner of Patents, and in the city of Washington, if it can 
be there done at as reasonable rates as elsewhere. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I want to say, Mr. Chairman, that this 


I desire to be heard on the point ef 


amendment is clearly not right. 
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order first, and afterward on the merits, if the point of order is not 
sustained. 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask the gentleman from Illinois to yield fora mo- 
tion that the committee rise. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I yield for that motion. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion, was agreed to. 

The commfftee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union having had under consideration the bill 
(H. R. No. 7101) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi. 
send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


I submit the resolution which I 


Resolved, That the privileges of the floor of the Hall of the Houseof Represent- 
\tives be accorded to ladies during the count of the electoral vote for President 
aad Vice-President. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that in accordance 
with the resolution adopted yesterday there was a space set apart in 
the galleries suflicient to accommodate three hundred and fifty per- 
sons; but direction was given in that resolution for the issuing of 
seven hundred and fifty tickets of admission. The consequence is 
that a large number of persons who were intended to be included in 
the scope of the resolution of yesterday have not been able to find 
seats. The resolution in regard to the issuance of tickets has been 
literally executed. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The resolution should be amended so as to apply 
only to those holding tickets. 

Mr. ROBINSON. [ rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I would inquire of the Chair if under Rule 
XXXIV the Chair can entertain the resolution of the gentleman from 
Mississippi ? 

The SPEAKER. It can be entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Will the Chairdirect Rule XXXIV to be read ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will do so. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The persons hereinafter named, and none other, shall be admitted to the Hall 
of the House, or rooms leading thereto, namely: The President and Vice-President 
of the United States and their private secretaries, judges of the Supreme Court, 
members of Congress and members-elect, contestants in election cases during the 
pendency of their cases in the House, the Secretary and Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
Senate, heads of Departments, foreign ministers, governors of States, the Architect 
of the Capitol, the Librarian of Congress and his assistant in charge of the law 
library, such persons as have, by name, received the thanks of Congress, ex-mem- 
bers of Congress who are not interested in any claim or directly in any bill pend- 
ing before Congress, and clerks of committees when business from their committee 
is under consideration ; and it shall not be in order for the Speaker to entertain a 
request for the suspension of this rule or to present from the Chair the request of 
any member for unanimous consent 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts, as the Chair 
understands, makes the point of order that it is not competent for 
the Speaker to entertain such a request. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I would inquire of the Chair if the rule just 
read by the Clerk applies to any sessions of this House except a legis- 
lative session, or a purely House session ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Certainly not. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Does it apply to a joint session of the two 
Houses of Congress’? I think it does not. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] proposes a substitute for the resolution of the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. SINGLETON.] The Chair would 
suggest that whatever action is taken by the House must be taken 
immediately. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I offer a substitute for the resolution and call 
the previous question on the resolution and amendment. 

The substitute was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be directed to admit to the floor of the House 
ladies having tickets issued for the members’ gallery during the joint session for 
the count of the electoral vot 


The SPEAKER. That is to provide for the families of Senators, 
Members, and Delegates. The Chair will admit the resolution under 
the circumstances, and believes that the rule just read does not apply 
to a joint convention of the two Houses. 

Mr. HEILMAN. I object to the resolution and want to adhere to 
the programme. My folks came up here according to the programme 
and I had to turn them off, and I know several others who are in the 
same situation. 

The SPEAKER. 
cumstances. 

The substitute was agreed to, and the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted. 


The Chair admits the resolution under the cir- 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House now take a recess until one 
minute before twelve o’clock. 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Would it not be in order to inform th, 
that we are now ready to receive them ? ~ oe WeNate 
The SPEAKER. The concurrent resolution requires that the . 
Houses should meet in joint convention at twelve o'clock ale ox. 
the Chair is advised that the Senate is now on its way to ¢] 
the House. 
The motion of Mr. ATKINS was agreed to; and the H 
ingly (at eleven o’clock and fifty-eight minutes a. m.) took eee 
At eleven o’clock and fifty-nine minutes a. m., the recess hav 
expired, the House resumed its session. 7 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to announce that the two, 
rows of seats on the right and on the left of the Chair have heey , 
served for Senators during the session of the joint convention o¢ 4, 
two Houses. ’ 
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cay, a 


16 Hall o 


Ouse a 


f+ 
ya 


COUNTING THE ELECTORAL VOTE, 


At twelve o’clock m. the Doorkeeper announced the Senate of ¢ 
United States. 

The Senate entered the Hall preceded by its Sergeant-at-Arns 
headed by the Vice-President and the Secretary of the Senate + 
members and ofticers of the House rising to receive them. sis 

The Vice-President took his seat as presiding officer of tl, 
convention of the two Houses, the Speaker occupying t 
the left of the Vice-President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The two Houses have assembled jy yy, 
suance of the Constitution that the votes may be counted and. 
clared for President and Vice-President of the United States ¢, rt 
term of four years from the 4th day of March, 1881. It becomes y. 
duty under the Constitution, as the President of the Senate, to ones 
the certificates of election of the several States of the nation, in be 
presence of the two Houses, and I now proceed to discharge that q at 
The tellers appointed on the part of the Senate and the Honse y 
please take their seats. 

Senators HAMLIN and THURMAN, the tellers appointed on the part 
of the Senate, and Mr. HovusE and Mr. CROWLEY, the tellers appoint; 
on the part of the House, took their seats at the Clerk’s desk, at which 
the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House also oceuy 
seats. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. I open the package purporting t 
tain the certificates of election of the State of Alabama ; 
those certificates to the tellers to be reported. 

Senator HAMLIN (one of the tellers) read in full the certificat: 
of the vote of the State of Alabama, giving 10 votes for Wintield s 
Hancock, of the State of Pennsylvania, for President of the United 
States, and 10 votes for William H. English, of the State of Indiar 
for Vice-President of the United States. 

Mr. HOUSE (one of the tellers) then read at length the certii 


he Chair 


of the vote of the State of Arkansas, and announced the elect 
vote of that State for President and Vice-President. 

Senator THURMAN (one of the tellers) then read the certiticate o: 
the vote of the State of California, and announced the electoral vote 
of that State for President and Vice-President. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. President, I suggest that, by unanimous co 
sent of the joint convention, the reading of the formal parts of 
certificates be omitted. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


ral 


That may be done by unani 

sent, and was the course pursued at the counting in 1957. Is there 
objection to the course suggested by the gentleman from Texas! 
{After a pause.] The Chair hears none, and that course will be pur 
sued, 

Senator EDMUNDS. I would suggest, in view of the unanimous 
consent that has been given, that the tellers might examine the cer- 
tificates as to their formalities, and the Chair could pass down in 
advance one of the certificates in order that it might be examined by 
the tellers, while one of the tellers is announcing the vote of the State 
preceding. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will aes the suggestion. 

The tellers then proceeded to announce the electoral votes of te 
States of Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, and Florida. —s_ 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair now hands to the tellers tht 
certificate of election of the State of Georgia. mn ays 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for the reading of that certificate in tl 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The certificate will be read at lengts. | 

Mr. CROWLEY (one of the tellers) then proceeded to read in tus 
the certificate of the vote of the State of Georgia, but before col 
cluding, yea 

Mr. SPRINGER said: Mr. President, I withdraw my demane 1 
the reading in full of the certificate of the State of Georgia. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The further reading will be omittec, 
the result of the vote will be announced. ares 

Mr. CROWLEY (one of the tellers) then announced the ee 
the vote of the State of Georgia for President and Vice-President © 
the United States. re 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It appearing from the certificates )™® 
read that the votes of the State of Georgia were cast on 4 day ot - 
than that fixed by act of Congress in pursuance of the C onstitation 
of the United States, the result of those certificates will not a 
corded until, in the language of the concurrent resolution Gide 
which the count proceeds, “it shall appear whether the counting ™ 





! 
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count such votes will essentially change the result of the 


et ng to 
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The certificates of the remaining States were then opened, and the 


When that fact shall appear the record will be made agree- | votes announced as they appear in the following statement submit 








t] w the provisions of the concurrent resolution. | ted by the tellers: 
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When the votes of all the States had been severally announced, 

Senator THURMAN (one of the tellers) said: The tellers report 
that the whole number of the electors appointed to vote for President 
if the United States is 369, of which a majority is 185. Were the 
Votes of electors for the State of Georgia, cast on the second Wednes- 
lay of December, 1880, being the 8th day of said month, to be coun- 
ed, the result would be: For James A. Garfield, of the State of Ohio, 
lor President of the United States, 214 votes, and for Winfield 8. 
Hancock, of the State of Pennsylvania, for President of the United 
States, 155 votes. If not counted, the result would be: For James A. 
Gartield, for President of the United States, 214 votes, and for Wintield 
8. Hancock, for President of the United States, 144 votes. In either 
event James A, Garfield has received a majority of the votes of the 
Whole number of electors appointed. 

And the state of the vote for Vice-President of the United States, 
‘a8 follows: The whole number of the electors appointed to vote 
f t Vice-President of the United States is 369, of which a majority 
8135, Were the votes of electors for the State of Georgia, cast on 
the second Wednesday of December, 1880, being the 8th day of said 
month, to be counted, the result would be: For Chester A. Arthur, of 

© State ot New York, for Vice-President of the United States, 214 
otes, and for William H. English, of the State of Indiana, for Vice- 
wane ot the United States, 155 votes. If not counted, the result 
ot For Chester A. Arthur, for Vice-President of the United 
ae 214 votes, and for William H. English, for Vice-President of 
‘he United States, 144 votes. In either event Chester A. Arthur has 
eceived @ majority of the votes of the whole number of electors 
appointed, 
cari cE PRESIDENT. Wherefore, I do declare that James A. 
of the he the State of Ohio, having received a majority of the votes 

: ‘he whole number of electors appointed, is duly elected President 


of the IT»; ’ ; 
i the United States for four years commencing on the 4th day of 
March, 1881, . 5 ‘ 


And Ido further declare that Chester A. Arthur, of the State of 
New York, having received a majority of the votes oi the whole num- 
ber of electors appointed, is duly elected Vice-President of the United 
States for four years commencing on the 4th day of March, 1831. 
{Loud applause on the floor and in the galleries. ] 

The business for which the joint convention of the two Houses assem- 
bled having been completed, the Senate will return to its Chamber. 

The Senate accordingly retired from the Hall; and (at one o’clock 
and forty minutes p. m.) the Speaker resumed the chair and called 
the House to order. 

Mr. CONGER. I move that the House take a recess for ten minutes 

The motion was not agreed to. 

LAND AT FORTRESS MONROE FOR HOTEL PURPOSES. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I ask unanimous consent that the bill (S. No 
1843) to authorize the Secretary of War to grant the use of certain 
land at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, for the erection of a hotel, be taken 
from the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker’s 
table, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union to resume the considera- 
tion of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

Mr. HOUSE. I hope the gentleman will withdraw that motion for 
a moment. 

Mr. ATKINS. For what purpose ? 

Mr. HOUSE. In order that the report of the tellers in relation to 
the count of the electoral vote may be submitted. 

Mr. ATKINS. I withdraw the motion for the present. 

Mr. HOUSE. I submit the report which I send to the desk. 
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The SPEAKER. 
recording the vote as counted and declared 
President of the United States will be re: 


The Clerk read as fo] 


rhe report of the tellers on the part of the House 
President and Vice- 


lows: 
inted the votes 
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tors of all the 
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illiam H. English, of the State of Indiana, 144 vot n either event 
d irtield, of the State of Ohio, has received for the United 
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RMAN 
eller 0. the part of the Senate. 
JNO. F. HOUSE, 
RICHARD CROWLEY, 
Tellers on the part of the House of Representatives 
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Mr. CROWLEY. I now offer the following resolution—— 

Mr. CONGER. Before that resolution is read I desire to ask the 
gentleman who made the last report whether he followed the usual 
form ? 

Mr.HOUSE. Yes, sir; it was prepared according to the usual form. 

Mr.CONGER. Whether he followed the usual form in this respect 
in saying we have counted the electoral vote, or whether the other 
form was not the electoral votes were counted? 

Mr. HOUSE. No; I think this is the usual form. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is the exact form adopted in 
the year the resolution as agreed to between the two Houses was 
passed. 

Mr. CONGER. 
it was the same. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas the Honse of Representativ in accordance with 
the fifth section of the act Ist March $2, relative to the election of President 
and Vice-President of the United States, and the electoral votes having been 
opened by the President of the Senate in the presence of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, and counted by the tellers appointed on the part of the two Honses, and it 
appearing that the whole number of electors appointed to vote for President and 
Vice-President of the United States is 369, of which a majority is 185, and it fur- 
ther appearing that James A. Gartield, of Ohio, had received 214 votes for Pres- 
dent of the United States, and that Chester A. Arthur, of New York, had received 
214 votes for Vice-President of the United States, which number is a majority of 
the votes of the whole number of electors appointed, and the same having been 
duly declared by the President of the Senate in the presence of the two Houses: 
Therefore 

Resolved by th 
wa in Cong 
and laws have 
is necessary 


It was that form I asked whether 


atives having met the Senate 
i 


s 
17 
179 


Senateand House of Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
s assembled, That the two Houses are of opinion thatthe Constitution 
been duly executed, and that no further declaration of these facts 


The resolution was adopted. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the preamble will be con- 
sidered as adopted. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordin 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FRYE. I gave notice that I would call up the resolution re- 
ported by the Committee on Rules touching the order of business in 
the House immediately after the declaration of the electoral count, 
but as it will not take more than an hour or so to complete t he con- 
sideration of the legislative appropriation bill I will waive it for 
the present, and now give notice I will call it up after the commit- 
tee has finished that bill. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 

Mr. NICHOLLS, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of absence 

indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the bill 


ly. 


o 
S*. 
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(H. R. No. 7101) making appropriations for the legislative eXecutiy 
and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ”® 
June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, Mr. CarRLisiE in the = 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee rose there was ae 
amendment presented by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr hy uding 
upon which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ] ER) } 
point of order. 

Mr. BAKER. And I desire, Mr. Chairman, t 
order. It is that it changes existing law and it does not 
its face that it retrenches public expenditure. Yon w 
examination of the clause of the appropriation bill for tho 
fiscal year, on page 25, that the phraseology of the existin. 
identical with the text of the bill as it stands in the nenie,, 
before this amendment was proposed. ri. 

You will further observe, Mr. Chairman, that the fourth 
the legislative appropriation bill for the current year repea 
and parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of that act. 
fore the law now is as it stands in the text of the bill reporte, 
the Committee on Appropriations, and this amendment chance. 
existing law and does not on the face of it retrench expenditn: 

Mr. WARNER. The gentleman from Indiana in making the +,. 
of order claims, as I understand him, that the language of this}: 
exactly the language of the appropriation bill of last year ap 
became a law; that this changes the law to a certain exte; 
on its face reducing expenditures. 

Mr.STEVENSON. I should like to know 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will repo: 
gentleman from Ohio. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 1678, after the word “‘at,’’ insert thefword “as,” and after the 
insert the words ‘‘as elsewhere; so, after amended, it will read 

For photolithographing or otherwise reproducing copies of drawings d 
or damaged by fire or otherwise exhausted, including pay of tem; 
men, $30,000; the work of said photographing or otherwise p 
copies referred to in this and the two preceding paragraphs to be 
supervision of the Commissioner of Patents and in the city of Was 
can be there done at as reasonable rates as elsewhere; and the Comn 
Patents, under the direction of the Secretary of the Inter 
make contracts therefor.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The effect of the amendment will be to pern 
this work to be done elsewhere than in the city of Washingto: 
can be done as cheaply. 

Mr. WARNER. That can be done now under the law, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to direct the attention of t 
gentleman from Ohio to the statement that the appropriation bil] fo 
the present year not only confines it to the city of Wash nt 
repeals all laws inconsistent therewith, which is not always the casi 
as the gentleman knows. 

Mr. WARNER. This bill does not as it now reads cor 
to the city of Washington. It is done in the city of Washingt 
can be there done at reasonable rates. Now, my amendment sim 
defines what reasonable rates should be—rates as reasonable as else- 
where. The bill I consider does not limit it to Washington, and o1 
its face I submit as reasonable as elsewhere is prima facie reduction of 
the cost. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, on this point of order I desire 
to say but one word. The Chair has called the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio who offered the amendment to the existin; 
which repealed all former laws inconsistent with its own provisions 
That was done after due notice given and perfectly intelligently by 
the House, upon the recommendation of the Secretary of the Interior, 
supported by the letter of the Commissioner of Patents. The House 
then did not act unadvisedly in adopting the present, the existing 
law, which repealed all other laws inconsistent with it for reasons 
which were fully explained in the communication of the Secretary 0! 
the Interior, as well as the letter of the Commissioner of Patents. 
Under that provision of the law, and in accordance with the tacts 
which I have stated, I think the point of order of the gentleman from 
Indiana is good. 


er 


AKER 


O 8tate 


The amendment proposed does not on its face tené 
to reduce expenditures, and it does most unquestionably change ¢x!s- 
ing law under which this lithographing is to be done. 

Mr. ATKINS. Outside of the question of its not retrenching © 
penditures, let us look into it a moment. I think it will be touné 
that it is not practicable to adopt the amendment of the gentiema 
from Ohio ae : 

Mr. WARNER. If the gentleman from Tennessee is going 10 ¢® 
cuss the merits of the proposition, I desire to be heard my self — 

The CHAIRMAN. The_gentleman from Tennessee will cont 
himself to the point of order. ae 

Mr. ATKINS. I shall not enlarge upon the point of order, wii 
has been thoroughly stated by the gentleman from Indiana 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Chairman, it is apparent to me at " 
that the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio 1s clearly i Be 
line of retrenchment. Why is it in the line of retrenchment eA a 
cause upon the face of the bill as it is here reported it pe the 
standard or test of comparison. The amendment proposed Boma 
gentleman from Ohio invites competition, and human exper. 
shows that competition is always in the line of reduction of wr 
itures. It is manifest, Mr. Chairman, that the proposition © on 
gentleman from Ohio aims at a reduction of expenditures 2s n 


ane - equiv- 
as any proposition can. It seems to me to do so clear'y and uneq 
ocally. 
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accomplishment of that service. It is simply an appropriation from 


| year to year of & gross sum for the employment of clerical labor to 


accomplish a particular end. 
The CHAIRMAN. But is there not a statute which author 
employment of those cler] 


1 
es the 


Or does that depend upon the annual 


ras: 


appropriation bill? 
Mr. BAKER. There is no law, so far as I am advised, except the 
| annual appropriation bill. From year to year that provides a gross 
sum for the employment of clerks in these several land offices. It 


| appropriation bills, for the reason that if there was a certain nu 


2 
9 1881. 
a 
Mr MORSE. Mr. Chairman, I was not present when the proposi- 
‘te * wvas made to offer this amendment; but the same question was 
— tion here during last year when this same bill was before the House 
; a sideration. It seems to me that the chairman of the Commit- 
a “0 Appropriations should be willing to adopt the same provision 
(eee caa adopted at that time. Simply say that this work may be 
oa na where where the rates are satisfactory and where it can be 
«well without specifying that it shall be done in Washington. 
~ constituents of my own in Boston who are able to do the work | 
a dgive satisfaction. = 
‘BLACKBURN. That is just the trouble. 
‘ir MORSE. That is the trouble exactly. I want all persons to 
* fa rchance in getting this work. I do not think it is right to 


s ] the Secretary to do the work here alone— 
\r. BLACKBURN. It does not. 

t Mr. MORSE. It does in terms require the work to be Hiei Mies 
; —aqse the bill provides that it shall be done in Washington, if it 
ho done at reasonable rates. Now, Iam no lawyer, but that is 

. clear meaning of it. Now, I see no reason, if it can be done at 
reas nable rates than it can be done at Washington, why it should 


‘out of order to adopt this amendment. I say it is not fair to re- 





able rates at other places, as reasonable rates, or perhaps more | 


there is any other law than that it would be repealed by our annual 
mber 
of clerks provided for by law, we have from year to year, as the chair- 
man will recollect, cut down the estimates for this clerical force, and 
have supplemented that by a repealing clause at the end of the ap- 
propriation bill. But this is not a case of that kind; and I submit 
that the point of order is not well taken. 

Mr. CLYMER. In justice to the chairman of the committee and 
myself, I wish to say when I made the point of order my impression 
was the gentleman trom Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL] had moved to in- 
crease the pay of the surveyor-general $1,000. That was clearly lia- 
ble to the point of order. I understand now the proposition is merely 
to increase the amount appropriated for the clerical force. That, I 
think, is not liable to the point of order. 

Mr. BAKER. I hope the increase will be allowed. 

Mr. ATKINS. I read from section 2226 of the Revised Statutes 

There shall be allowed for the offices of the several surveyors-general, for clerk 
hire therein, sach sums as may be appropriated for the purpose by Congress from 
year to yeal 

After t} ng of that section, I think there is nothing in the 
point of order. But I want to ask the gentleman from Minnesota, as 
he is familiar with the operations of the land office in Minnesota, it 
he can tell us whether or not the business is increasing, and how far 
behind it is in the surveyor-general’s oftice. 

Mr. DUNNELL. It is very well known throughout the country 
there has been a very large increase in the land office of Minnesota 
for the last few years. I could hardly now tell how many thousands 
of entries are made under all the various acts of Congress in the 
public lands of that State. The surveys are now being made there, 
and the business of the ofiice has been going behind from year to 
year. I was requested personally to urge upon Congress the increase 
of this amount. The estimate was $3,500. I only desire to increase 
the amount in the bill from $5,000 to $6,000. Thatsum is absolutely 
needed. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to say, so far as I am concerned, as the sum 
fixed in the bill is $3,500 below the estimate, I am willing the gentle 
man’s amendment should be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the point of order is not insist 
tion is on the adoption of the amendment 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following : 

For First Assistant Postmaster-General, $3,500; chief clerk, wh the o 
held by the present incumbent, $2,500; three clerks of class 4; fourteen clerks 
of class 3; one clerk of class 3 to act as stenographer and Department telegraph 
operator; six clerks of class 2; twelve clerks of class 1; four clerks at $1,000 each 
three assistant messengers; superintendent of blank agency, $1,800; assistant 
superintendent of blank agency, $1,600; four assistants to superintendent of blank 
agency, at $1,200 each; two assistants to superintendent of blank agency, at $900 
each; one clerk, at $1,000; one assistant messenger; three laborers, (for blank 
agency ;) superintendent of free delivery, 82,100 2 lice of super 
intendent of free delivery ;) in all, $81,560 

Mr. ATKINS. I offer the amendment which I se 

The Clerk read as follows: 


n 
il 


sat 
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readl 


“MLOn, The ques- 
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one clerk of claas 2, (of 


1 


nd to the desk. 


In line 1802, after the words “chief clerk,” strike out all that follows down te 
and including the word ‘‘dollars”’ in line 1804; and insert in lieu thereof the fol 
lowing: ‘$2,000, and while the office held by the present incumbent $506 


additional 

The amendment was agreed to 

The Clerk resumed and finished the reading of the bil 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee now rise and report the 
bill as amended. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I ask permission to print certain remarks ia 
regard to the pension portion of this bill. 

There was no objection. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. GILLETTE. Before the gentleman from Tennessee moves 
that the committee rise I desire to offer as an additional section what 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Printing of national-bank notes 
No appropriation made by this bill shall be used to pay for pre 


paring, printing 
and delivering national-bank notes, but these expenses shall all 


ged to the 


be ¢ 


| banks applying for the same. 


. + to be done here as this bill proposes. It should be permitted 
he done anywhere where it can be done well and cheaply. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, I will say but a single word in | 
nelusion upon the point of order. It seems to me that as far as tho 
oation is concerned as to the change of existing law, wo are agreed. 
o ventleman offering the amendment and those who support it are 
rreed that it does change existing law. Now, I am willing to sub- 
mit the whole question to the judgment of the Chair without another 
word as to whether it comes within the provision of the twenty-first | 
rule in that it does retrench expenditures. It is not so shown on the 
. face Of It. p 7 
t Mr. ATKINS. No sum is mentioned. 
fit Mr. BLACKBURN. No sum is mentioned as being saved by this 
roposition, and it does not prima facie present a case of reduction 
of expenditures, and without doing that I hold that it is not in order 
nder the terms of the rule. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana insist upon 
s noint of order ? 
Mr. BAKER. Most certainly, Mr. Chairman. 
[The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman will examine the peculiar 
phraseology of the third subdivision of the twenty-first rule he will 
see that provision is made for amendments to a bill upon a report of a 
. ommittee having jurisdiction of the subject-matter, it being of course | 
templated that such amendments are offered under the instructions 
facommittee. To this extent the provision of the rule seems to 
imply a limit to the power of individuals to offer such amendments; | 
wnd without reading the rule or commenting further upon it, the Chair | 
B holds that under the provision to which reference is made the amend- | 
2 ment is clearly not in order. 
of The Clerk read as follows: 
For surveyor-general of Minnesota, $2,000 ; and for the clerks in his office, $5,000. | 
re Mr. DUNNELL. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the word | 
D ‘five,” in line 1743, and insert the word “six;” so that it will read, | 
r ‘for the clerks in his office, $6,000.” 
8, Mr.CLYMER. I reserve the point of order upon that amendment. | 
i Mr. DUNNELL. I conferred with the chairman of the Committee | 
a on Appropriations in relation to this item. Ihad intended to present | 
se that matter to the committee in person. Last year when this bill was | 
ig before the committee I urged the necessity of an appropriation of 
- 30,000, The estimate was $8,500. I was assured when I came here in 
of November by the surveyor-general of the State that the business of | 
8, uis office was very much behind, and that there was an absolute ne- | 
a cessity for a larger appropriation for the purpose of getting it up. I 
. trust the gentleman from Pennsylvania will not insist upon what I 
“5 think is not really a point of order. The gentleman from Tennessee | 
t- wiiremember that I spoke to him about this matter. 
Mr.CLYMER. Ireserved the point of order until I could ascertain | 
‘ whether there was any necessity for an increase over the existing law. | 
. ‘he gentleman from Minnesota has not shown, or if he did, in the 
contusion I have not heard him, any necessity for this increase. 
Mr. DUNNELL. Last year the estimates were $7,500; this year | 
4 hey are $8,500. The increase in the estimate is an evidence there is | 
; 4cemand for a greater appropriation ; and I trust the point of order | 
” Wil not be insisted on. 
: The CHAIRMAN. What is the existing law? . 
D _ Mr. ¢ LYMER. The existing law makes it $5,000. I must insist on | 
. He point of order. 
“ for ATKINS. Iwill read what is provided in the appropriation act 
current year: 
0 For surveyor-general of Minnesota, $2,000 ; and for the clerks in his office, $5,000 
. The Cu i the same as the existing law. 
e Mr ATKINS AN. Are the salaries fixed by law ! 
i- it is * ao The gross sum is the same in the act for this year as 
1 Mr. B ‘xen bill. es ; 
b $n thie ena, Ido not think there is anything in the point of order, 
" '§ reason: this is a gross appropriation for a given service, 


Without being limited to any particular number of individuals for the 





Mr. ATKINS. I understand that to be the law now, that 
all pay for the issuing of their own currency. 

Mr. GILLETTE. That is not the law, I will state to the gentle- 
man; but the Government pays for all the clerks employed in this 
service ; it pays for all the printing, prepares the paper and delivers 
these notes to the banks without expense to them except the cost of 
the steel plates for printing. It is true we collect a small tax for 


the banks 


| the greatest bonus ever given by this Government to any class of 


people, but besides all that we prepare these notes at the expense of 
the Treasury. 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. 


I reserve the point of order. 
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Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 


t] 


What order of the 
ntleman from Illinois, [Mr. CANNON ?] 
Mr. GILLETTE. The gentleman from III 
point of order. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Iwill make the point of or« 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. GILLETTE] gets through. 


e 
not made a 


is has 


in¢ 


ler when the 


Scoville, 
Shallenberg 
Shelley, 
Sherwin, 
Simonton 
Singleton, J. W. 
Singleton, O. R 
Slemons, 
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Starin 

Steele 

Stevenson 

Stone, 

Talbott 

Taylor, Ezra B 
Thompson, P. B. 
Thompson, W. G. 


Upde 


Wait, 


graft 
Upson, 
Urner 
Valentin« 
Vance 
Voorh 
Waddil) 


is 


Mr. GILLETTE. I will yield to the gentleman from Illinois that 
he may state what is his point of order. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I did not ask the 
Let him go ahead. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I make the point of order that amendment is 
not germane to this bill. It belongs to the civ - sundry appropria- 
tion bill. The appropriations for this purpose are all in that bill. 

Mr. GILLETTE. The salaries of the officers of the Bureau 
Printing and Engraving are provided for by this bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will state to the gentleman from Iowa it will be 
» proper for him to offer his amendment to the sundry civil bill; 
is in that bill these expenses are provided for. It would 
gemma to that bill but not to this. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is what the Cl 
gentleman from Iowa. 

.GILLETTE. This bill does provide for some of those expenses, 
ut if the point of order is maintained I will offer it upon the sun- 

‘y civil appropriation bill 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. As the amendment has been withdrawn, 
tor the reason suggested, I have no desire to press my point of order 
Ipon it. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now move that the com 
bill with amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordin igly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 
No. 7101) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1882, and for other purposes, and had directed him to report the 
same back to the House with sundry amendments. 

Mr. ATKINS. I cail the previous question on the bill and amend- 
ments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question is first upon agreeing to the amend- 
ments reported from the Committee of the Whole. Is a separate 
vote demanded on any of the amendments? 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire none. 

The SPEAKER. Then the 
cTOSS. 

The amendme 
then agreed to. 

The bill, nded, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
i e; and it was accordingly read the third time. Mr. RICHMOND with Mr. O’BRIEN. 

Mr. ATKINS. I call the previous question on the passage of the Mr. BLAND with Mr. CLAFLIN. 

‘iD. : Mr. ForD was announced as absent 

The previous question was seconded, and the main question ordered, | portant business in the Departments. 

rhe question was taken; and there were—yeas 217, nay 1, not voting Mr. STONE. Iam paired with Mr. MONEY ; 

as follows: ~ | vote for this bill, I have voted for it. 
Mr. CONGER. My colleague, Mr. NEWBERRY, ha 


Ward, 

Warner, 

Washburn 

We aeeen 

Wel 

NAY—1. 

Turner, 

NOT VOTING—74. 

Lounsbery, Rvor 

Manning, . 

Martin, Edward L. 

McKenzie, 

Miles 

Money 

Neal 

Newberry, 

Nicholls, 

O'Brien 

O'Reilly 

Orth, 

Pacheco, 

Persons, 

Poehler 

Pound 

Rice, 

Richmond, 

Russell, Daniel L. 


Tillman, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker 

Turner, Thomas 
grail, J. T. 


Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, Hezekiah B. 
Smith, William E. 
Sparks, 

Springer Upd 


to yield. 


} 
ventieman 
Tine 


Oscar. 
of 
Bachman Ford 
Bailey, Frost, 
Barlow, Godshalk 
Bayne, Hammond, N. J. 
Belford, Harris, John T. 
Bingham, Hazelton 
Blake, Henderson, 
Bland Henkle 
Briggs, Henry, 
Browne, Hooker, 
Buckner House, 
Butterworth, Hubbell, 
Calkins, James, 
Claflin, Joyce, 
Clark, John B. Killinger 
Crowley, Kimmel, 
Davidson Kitchin 
Deuster Klotz, 
Ewing Ladd, 

So the bill was passed. 

The following pairs were announced : 

Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina, with Mr. BROWNE, on this yote, 

Mr. MULLER with Mr. McCook, until Monday evening next, on all 
political questions ; Mr. MULLER reserving the ‘right to vote to mak 
a quorum. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY with Mr. BAILEY, until Monday next. 

Mr. EINSTEIN with Mr. CLARK of New Jersey, until Thursday, 

17th instant, on all political questions, except to make a quoran 

Mr. BAYNE with Mr. Frost, on all political questions, until farther 
notice. 

Mr. DAVIDSON with 
to make a quorum. 

Mr. NICHOLLS with Mr. Rice, until further notice; Mr. Rice r- 
serving the right to pair some other member instead of himself wit 
Mr. NICHOLLS. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware, with Mr. 
tions, until Monday next. 

Mr. VAN AERNAM with Mr. HENRY, 


Speer 
Stephens 
Taylor, Rober } 
T homas 
Townsex 
Tyler 
Van Aernar 
Van Van 
We aver 
White 
Wilber 
Wise 
Wood, 
Wood 
Yocum, 
Young, Tl 


more 
because it 
be 
air was going to state to 
the 
M 


Mr 


ittee rise and report the 


Mr. BriIGGs, with the right to either to 


amendments will be voted upon in 


nts reported from the Committee of the Whole were Boyp, on all political 


until further notice. 


as ame 


for the day, 


but, thinku 


McLane, 
McMahon. 


n 
} 
Uv 


bai 


é 
riostetier, OT 
( 


. Matvr Houl 


mphre 
[unton, 


ry] 


ONE 


Ket 
Kin 
Knott hile son 
an Richar ian 


oa Fevre 


D. P. 
I J.S. 
Finley I 
Fisher Lindsey 
Forney Loriz 
Forsythe Lowe . 
Fort Marsh, Re 
Fry: Martin, Benj. F 
Geddes Mason, 1 
‘lements Gibson McCoid, Samford, PRINTING OF AGRICULTURAL REPOR! 


‘lymer Gillette McCook Sapp > 
a tong ~ ng pea sa Mr. COVERT also, by unanimous consent, reported b 


‘obb Goode McGowan, Sawyer 2 
‘offrot! Gunter McKinley Scales same committee the joint resolution (H. R. No. 373) relatis 


to leave the House on account of ill-health. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. — 
MeMillin Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by whicl te 
Miller passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
— ] table. 
oaine.” The latter motion was agreed to. 
<> oe LIGHT-HOUSE, ETC., NARRAGANSET BAY. 
Heilman, Mortoi Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island, by unanimous consent, int! 
, wees, Muldrow a bill (H. R. No. 7157) making an appropriation for the ere 
Zoonge He rndor — light- a and fog-bell on Whale Rock at the entrance of N Narraga 
Joseph J. Hiscoc] Mve set Bay; which was read a first and second time, re ferred to 
Lowndes H. Hort New mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
: ae Ww. Pr. WOOD. 

Mr. DICKEY, by unanimous consent, reported back from ta 
mittee on Claims the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury ! 
to the claim of W. P. Wood for compensation for capture Of co! 
feit plates, and moved that the committee be disch arged © fr 
further consideration of the same, and that it be referre d tot 
mittee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. COVERT, from the Committee on Agriculture, report 
with amendments, the bill (H. R. No. 7099) making appro] pa 
for the Agricultural Department of the Government for tl re : 
year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes; whi ich wa ae 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, ® 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANDERSON and Mr. ATKINS reserved points of order 
bill. 


Ahi ttendel on the 
‘lardy 
lark, Alvah A. 


thwell, 
Russell, W. A. 
Ryan, Thomas 
. } 
yack from tHe 
re to print 

















ich was re ferred to 


»Ag ricultural Rey ort ior Sy ii anna ia tie e year l=:0; wh 
t] ne Un ion. 


> committee of the y hole House on the state of 


PHABETICAL LIST OF PRIVATE CLAD 


ai DAVIS, oe Californ 1a, from the Com mi ttee on ‘ieiiie re- 
; } t rable recommendation, the followi resolu- 





, 





} 
a b a lave 


e Clerk of the House be directed to have complet ed the digested 


ia phabe tical list of the privé ite claim 8 pre sented to the House of Rep- 
n the Forty- second to the Forty-sixth Congress inclusive; andthe 


-forming said work shall, under the direction of the Committee on 
out of the contingent fund of the House. 
SPEAKER. The report accompanying this resolutic vill be 
( t read as I llows: 
ttee on Accounts, to whom was referred the resolution, report that 


} } 


joment this work is a very useful and valuable onc to the members and 





s of the House. It is an alph abetical list of the private claims pre- 
the House, showing their nature, when and by whees they were presented 
ail ion was had upon them. The were is completed to the end of the 

t Cong The continuation to the end of the present Congress will 


very inco msiders ible expenditure of m ae y, Which will beat the same time 


usly investe d. The committee therefore unanimously recommend the pas- 


the resolution. 

Mr. CONG ER. I move that the resolution be amen ded by insert- 
og after the word “ inclusive ’ the words “ including the number of 
the s nort when made.” 

r. DAVIS, of California. I have noobjection to that amendment. 

. 1€ amendme nt of Mr. CONGER was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


RAILROAD FROM ATLANTIC SEABOARD TO MISSOURI RIVER. 


Mr. ANDERSON, by unanimous consent, presented a concurrent 

tion of the Legislature of the State of Kansas in favor of the 

erection by the Government of a double-track freight railroad from 

. Atlantic sea-coast to the Missouri River ; which was referred to 

she C ommittee on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be printed in 
the R ECOR p. It is as follows: 


\ rhet reas the increase in the agricultural products of the West has been much 
ster than the means of aero ation, thereby preventing a realization of the 
chest t pri ces for our products by preve nting thei ir being marketed at a seasonable 
st advantageous time; and 
*hereas the complete and Ng hensive view of this fact contains conclusive 
wf that a Government railroad would furnish prompter and cheaper means of 
nsportation, affording to the people of the different sections of our country the 
tunity for a more speedy interchange of their product and at a less cost, there- 
r the vexed question of adequate and cheap transportation; and as this 
sin the highest degree national in character, and of peculiar importance 
to Kansas, but to all the agricultural States of the West: Therefore, 
ed by the senate, (the house of representatives concurring therein.) First, 
Senators from this State be instructed and our Representatives in Congress 
sted to urge in the Congress of the United States the building of a double- 
overnment freight railroad from the sea-coast on the east to the Missouri 
the west, so as to make the main line accessible for commercial purposes 
people of all the States of the Mississippi Valley 


est 








Second, that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by the secretary of State 
ir Senators and Representatives in Congress with the earnest request that they 
rge the measures herein contained. 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 


State of Kansas, 8s: 
mith, secretary of State of the State of Kansas do hereby certify that 
ris atrue and correct copy of the original resolution on file in my office 
d I further certify that the same was adopted by the senate February 1, 1881, 
ad w 18 concurred in by the house F ebruary 3, 1881. 





in testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribs 7 my name and affixed my official 
Done s at Topeka, this 4th day of February, A. D. 1881. 
SI JAMES 5 SMITH, 
cretary of State 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
r. SPARKS, I move to proceed to the consideration of the House 


aie! —_ 


Ido this with a view of getting at the case of General 
r tor consideration at this time. 
KE IFER. We are unable to hear the gentleman’s motion. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. SPARKS] moves 
go to the ¢ onsideration of the House Calendar, his object being to 
each the Fitz-John Porter case. 
Mr, I FRYE. I desire to call up the resolution reported by me yes- 
terday oo the Committee on Rules. 
ARKS. ~~ that precedence over my motion 
EAGAN, I shall desire to ant: igonize the motion of the gen- 
eman from Illinois, if that comes up, by a motion to go into Com- 
te of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration 
i¢ river and harbor bill. 
eSPEAKER. The motion su; ggested by the ge 
(Mr. REAGAN ] would have precedence over th 





ntleman from 
» motion of the 


s*htieman from Illinois. 


uw 


REAGAN, I do not propose to do that to the exclusion of the 


utleman from Maine, [Mr. FRYE. ] 


Mr. GUNTER. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
he SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it 

eG NTE I wish to know whether it would be in order at this 
“ ‘0 move to proceed to the consideration of business on the 


eaker’s table 


- SP EAKER, The motion to proceed to consider business on the 


“Te Y = 

wasers table would come in after the unfinished business. The 
fae ouon in order under the rules would be the motion to go into 
nue ait of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider reve- 
1@ anc 


appropriation bills; next would come the unfinished busi- 
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ness; next the motion to go to business on the Spe aker's table: and 
next the motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Sparks] to pro- 
ceed to consider bills on the House Calendar. When the motion of 
the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. GUNTER} to go the Speaker's 
table is in order, that motion will take precedence of the motion of 
the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. GUNTER. Then, as I understand, if the motion to go into 
— of the Whole should be negatived, the question of consid- 

ration would be between the business on the Speaker's table and 
the unfinished business which the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Cox] would desire to bring up. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine, however, is demand- 
ing the consideration of a privileged question. The Chair will cause 
to be read a part of Rule XXVIII. 

The Clerk read as follows 

No standing rule or order of the House shal! be rescinded or changed without one 

day's notice of the motion therefor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND ] 
made a point of order, or gave notice that he intended to make one, 
against the right of the gentleman to call up this resolution at any 
time. 

Mr. TOW NSHE ND, of Illinois. My point of order is, while it may 
be the right of the committee to make report, it has no right to ¢ all 
up that report at any time for consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The rules do not in fact give the Committee on 
Rules the right to report at any time, and that point, to be effective, 
should have been made at the time the report was submitted. The 
Chair thinks, however, that it was not made. At any rate the report 
was allowed to come in, and under the operation of Rule XXVII, first 
clause, it has rested over one day. Although the rules do not give 
the Committee on Rules the right to report at any time, yet the prac 
tice of the House has been uniformly to allow the Committee on Rulee 
to report at any time and to consider that report at any time when 
it was as to the manner of conduc ting the business of the House. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Does the Speaker decide that the 
gentleman has the right to call up this: iS a privileged question to the 
exclusion of the unfinished business? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the resolution 
properly before the House. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
of the Chair. 

Mr. COX. I rise toa peint of order. Was there any understand- 
ing that the ge ntleman from Maine should have this time to bring in 
his proposition ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman rises under his right. 

Mr. COX. Have I the ‘Tight to call up for consideration the appor- 
tionment bill ? 

The SPEAKER. If the Honse does not wish to consider the subject 

called up by the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. Fry, ] the question of 
consideration can be raised against it. The gentleman from Texas 
stated that he did not antagonize it. 

Mr. REAGAN. I stated that I would not anti igonize the motion of 
the gentleman from Maine, but that I would antagonize any other 
measure which came up. 

Mr. COX. I will antogonize the motion of 
Maine. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit that question whether the 
House will now proceed to the consideration of the resolution of the 
Committee on Rules as indicated by the gentleman from Maine. 

The House div vide d, and there were—ayes 128, noes 21. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw the question of consideration against the 
oo of the gentleman from Maine. 

he SPEAKER. The question of consideration having been with 
a oe the Chair recognizes the gentleman from Maine. 


BUSINESS BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 
I ask that the 





Is DOW 


I submit, of course, to the decision 


the gentleman from 


re solut ion be read. 









The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Ie presentat After Wednesday next, on each day of 
the remainder of the session other than the third Monday of February and th 
last six days, wl ver « n mot ion the morning hour shall be dispensed th by a 
two-thirds vote, hour shall be set apart for the consideration of son the 


several calendars 1 rthe following regulations : Che States and Territ 





ries sh all 
l 











be « alled in order as now provi cle vd for, ar ul as each iscalied, one of its members sha 

be namec. by the Speaker, selected in alphabetical order, who may move the con 
sideration of : bill ; if objected to by five members rising in their seats it shall 
not be considered, otherwise the member making the 10tion 1 be entitled to 
five minutes for explanation of his bill, o , instead thereof to the reading of the re 

port accompan) ing t s same, and then a vote sha N be taker i call of States 
shall go on from day to day until completed, as above pr vided, and whenever all 
the Members and Delegates from any State o1 Ferritory ive been n amed by the 

Speaker, such Sts +" or Territory shall thereafter be omitted from the call until a 

the Members and Delegates shall have been so named. Any member not answer 
ing : as his n ame is called shall be considered to havé waived his guwes ag 


Mr. FRYE. In the first line as printed the resolution reads, “‘afte1 
Wednesday next.” To-day is Wednesday, and t] ierefore I suggest 
by unan imous consent the resolution be moditied so as to read “ after 
to-day.’ 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask now that the limitation shall also extend to 
the reading of the report; for there may be reports which will take 
an hour to read. Let there be the same limitation on the reading of 


the report as there is on the debate. 
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Mr. FRYE. I accept the sug tion of the gentleman from Michi- | I have just shown that if called in that way the 
gan, and will limit the readin; f the mort to five minutes, the ilphabet would not probabl y Be reac = during the session. x 
same as an explanation. | allow me to say if this rale is adopted by tho House, and thy os 


The House on Monday, Mr. Speaker, by a very large majority | out caprice, without temper, without any specia 


last 


antagoni 
appeared to be in favor of a resolution very much broader than this | carried out in the House, I have no doubt before the 7 a 
one which bas been reported by the C: nittee on Rules. Now I wish | that two-thirds of the members at least will hax e the privil, 

to deal in all frankness with the House, and lesi to show them | least two-thirds of those present—of offering a te 
wherein oon from the proposition on which a vote was had. | consideration. 

The resol ution offered on Mo. day provided that there should be one} Mr. WARNER. What about the other third 

hour each day in which bil frered by members might receive con-| Mr. FRYE. They will be obliged to go wit hont, and 
sideration, subject t ne objection, or could not be considered if | have been compelled to do that if the ee 

there were one objectior I lution provides that there shall | to allow the roll to be called in alphabetical 

not be any such hour as that unl ton moti made and by a} the list of members in that way. 

two-thirds vote the mor r hour i I with. Ifthatisdone; Mr. MILLS. I would like to ask the gentleman a quest; 

by a two-thirds vot n that hour be ecupied by the busi- | connection. You contemplate by your resolution that fiy 
ness indicated in that resolution. h use will see it is a very | objecting to a bill can Kill it. Now if such a bill is calle 
creat restriction and limitation on the original resolution which was | jority can pass it. : 

referred to the imi fr. FRYE. No; the rule means, as I understand it—anq 

Again, that resolution made one objection al. The judgment of | Speaker’s attention to it, because I think it likely that ¢] 

e Committee on aie that ought notto be ; thatfrom mere ruling required upon it—when a State is called the gel 
caprice or temper, or something of that kind, on jection might be | alphabetically on the list is named by the Speaker. If oon 
made and prevent the consideration of a l which fairly sh oul l be | he can take from the Calendar a billand ask its immediate; 
considered. And the committee have provided that the bill shall be j ; that then such bill shall be read for the informa 
considered unless fit renticl n ising in De} ats object sates , and then the objections, if any, arec alled for to th 
consideration. = ion of the bill 

Then it provid urther, in explanation of the bill so that the Mr. MILLS. These five objections can accomplish as : 
House may be secure, the lis one entitled to consideration; that rsa rege the House in effectually disposing of a bill—— 
five minutes shall be given to such explanation of the bill by the gen- Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to know if the 
tleman who offers it, or instead of that, tive minutes for the reading | senting a bill or calling up a bill ee consideration is al] 
of the re port accompanying the bill. | minutes in favor of it, what time is to be allowed to th 

Again, sir, there is a restriction. The original resolution provided | object to the passage of it. 
that any gentleman might offer a bill for consideration. That would} Mr. FRYE. No provision is made for allowing those who obj 
e a bill which might not have been before the House. It might have | to a bill to discuss it, and for this reason: if a bill is on the Calendar 
been a bill which had received no conside ratic nm by any col umittee. | gentlemen have the opportunity to examine it, the committees have 
The Committee on Rules have restricted that to bills on the several | examined a there i is areport accompanying it; and the privilege js 
calendars, and these bills you will see have all been considered by the | accorded by the committee in this report, or the power is 
several committees and reported favorably to the Hous five me ote rs to stop its consideratio1 

Now, sir, certain gentlemen are very desirous of keeping off to a cer- Mr. MILLS. That is the very point that I want to get at. Do 
tain extent that limitation, and putting in also billson the Speaker's | not propose to give the power of the majority of the Honse to | 
table. Ido not know that there is any great objection to that, for | members. In other words, that five me »mbers car n prevent the pass 
such bills have been considered by a Senate committee. They have | of a bill. 
had consideration by the Senate and have been sent »Houseand! The SPEAKER. Only during that hour. It is propose 
placed upon the Speaker's table. I hi ive no authori heen ver, to | may object to its consideration. One can do that now. 
accept the ame ndment. I understand one to that effect will be of-| Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. There is no provision 
fered. My own objection, if I had one to it, would be that on any | nity then for debate against it ? 
day after the unfinished business is « sposed of a majority of this Mr. FRYE. No; none at ali. 

House is privileged to go to business o1 1 the Speaker's table, and when Mr. KEIFER. I desire to ask the gentleman this que 

there they can take up the business on the table, bill after bill, in | pose after the Speaker has called a State and designated the men! 
their legitimate order, and a majority of the House can _pass every who shall be entitled to ask the consideration of a bill, and after that 
bill there unless a point of order shou 1] ial » raised against it, and then | five members object, I want to know whether that State isto be passed 
that bill, if subject to the point of order, as containing an appropria- | over 

tion, would be obliged, aes the rule, to go to the Calendar of the The SPEAKER. In that case the gentleman who 

Committee of the Whole. Being r on that Calendar, it immediately | loses his right. 

comes under the provisions of the bill which we now present. And Mr. KEIFER. I agree he loses his right. But doest 

80, Mr. Speaker, it did not seem necessary in the mind of thecommit- | lose the right to present a bill? 
tee to include bills upon the Speaker’s table, together with bills upon The SPEAKER. It does until another from that State is calle 
the Calendars of the House, in this resolution. the order as required, The Chair will illustrate. When the State of 

Again, the resolution which was offered and referred to the Com- | Alabama is called, the gentleman from Alabama who will be name 
mittee on Rules provided that the roll of the House should be called | by the Speaker will be Mr. CLEMENTs. That gentleman cails upa 
in alphabetical order of the members of the House and the Delegates. | bill. After the bill has been read if five members object then that 
In the opinion of the Committee on Rules you never would reach the | bill could not be considered ; that gentleman would have exhaust 
last part of the alphabetical list. Now, the last half of the nameson | the privilege; and the State would lose its present privilege; a! 
that alphabetical list or roll might belong to a half dozen States, and | the Chair thinks he would be compelled to go next to th 
so a half dozen States would be entirely shut out from the benefits | Arkansas. 
which were intended to be conveyed equally oall. Therefore the | Mr. KEIFER. It does not appear so by the rule in detit 
committee were of opini on that such a me thod would work injustice. | That may be the proper construction of it. 

But under this resolution as now proposed the committee have thought The SPEAKER. That was the intention of the Commitiee 

better to provide a roll-call of the States and Territories just as we Mr. KEIFER. I think that ought not to be the case. 
have it on Monday, and then when a State is called by the Speaker Mr. VALENTINE. Then when the State of Nebraska, having tt 
he first recognizes a member by name it n alphal etical order from that | one member on this floor, is called, and I ask the Hou se to ¢ 
State. Then if the State has a bill in which there is a general inter- | a certain bill, and five me sshione rise to object, the State loses! 
est, a public bill, that State or that delegation c aaa induc 6 that par- | ilege and all right o f recognition thereafter. 

ticular member whose name was called to take up the State bill and The SPEAKER. The gentleman representing that Stat 
present it to the House for consideration rather than his own private | right of recognition u: ntil the other two hundred and ninety-two meu 
measure. bers have had the same right as the gentleman from Nebr: aska. 

Mr. PAGE. Will the gentleman allow me isk him a question ? | resolution recognizes the right of individual membership 





} 
1 





Mr. FRYE. Certain]) Mr. KEIFER. This is important, and I desire it should be o yi 


Mr. PAGE. Did the committee take int sideration the fact | understood. I understood the Chair to say that in that c ase = 
that one member might want to introduce a bill or offer ill that a | would pass to the next State. — suppose the next State ta 
majority of the delegation from his State did not want was Ohio and a bill was called yy a member from that ‘i = 

Mr. FRYE. They did not. | there were five objections to its c Secneniae 1, I understand aon 

Mr. PAGE. Why did they not provide that a bill, to be offered | to say he would pass over the other nineteen members from Uiio abe 
under the yet is of this proposition, should be determined by a | go to some other State. 
majority of the delegation. An individual might offer a private bill | The SPEAKER. That is the intention of the rule. : 

rather than one in which his State was interested. | Mr. KEIFER. I think the rule should be amended s0 ' 

Mr. FRYE. In response to the question of the gentleman from Cal- | would not be the case. 
ifornia, I will say that the committee did not take this into consider- The SPEAKER. If it was otherwise the whole roll cf t! Id each 
ation, because the original proposition provided that there should be | Ohio might be called a twenty members of that State wou 
a call of the roll of every member of the House, giving to each mem- | have the right if consecutively objected to continue to call 
ber, in that way, as nearly as practicable, the same privilege. But | the exclusion of the next State and all the States thereafter 
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Mr. KEIFER. Only until a bill was considered; and then the 
a a would have had its right after one bill was considered ; and 
aa the State drops out of the call. That is what I am endeavoring 


en ane’ ast. A . 

" he SPEAKER. New York, for instance, under that arrangement 
. cht have thirty-three ealls if as often objected by five members 
nafore the next State would be reached, and before the State of Ohio 
u ‘ ld be reached. ; 

“Mr. KEIFER. That would be because the thirty-three men from 
Now York were SO unfortunate as to find live persons objecting to 
oh of their applications, because if one consideration came in, the 
‘hole State would be passed by. I think the resolution should be so 
ended as to give each State a right to consideration. 





Mr. FRYE. I suppose I am holding the floor all this time. 

rhe SPEAKER. The Chair has recognized the right of the gen- 
oman from Maine to control the subject until the expiration of one 
an To whom does he yield ? : 

“Mr. FRYE. I yield to the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Sin- 
LETON ] for a question. nen = ; 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi. I understand when a State is 
called the gentleman representing that State who happens to be first 
on the list alphabetically takes charge of all the business belonging 
to that State. 

Mr. FRYE. The gentleman then does not understand the resolu- 
tion aright. IY. 

Mr, SINGLETON, of Mississippi. Now suppose I introduce a bill 
‘nto the House and have prepared myself to discuss it, and my col- 
iogoue who has the floor has not informed himself on the subject; 
“he alone is to speak for five minutes, and I who understand the 
pill am cut off from the privilege of discussing it at all. 

Mr. FRYE. I think the gentleman from Mississippi is entirely 
wrong in his construction of the resolution. No gentleman from a 
State would be entitled to take entire charge of the business of that 
State. The gentleman who was first called from the State would 
have aright to present a bill for consideration; it might be a pen- 
sion bill or any other private bill. The reason why States were se- 
lected was this: that a State might have a bill in which it had a 
profound interest; and if that were the case the delegation from that 
State would have an opportunity to induce the gentleman whose 
name was called first to take that bill in which the State was inter- 
sted and offer that for consideration. It is an advantage which a 
State would have over the call of individual members under the 
ordinary rule in the House. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi. I cannot understand how that 
would be an advantage to me. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Maine a question. I wish to know from the gentleman from Maine 
upon what theory he thinks two-thirds of the House will have an 
opportunity to ask for this privilege. If you deduct the five minutes 
allowed to each member to present his bill, if you deduct the time in 
reading the reports and the bill, you will find not more than six bills 
can be disposed of in a day. We have but nineteen legislative days 
in this session remaining; multiply six by nineteen, and you have 
one hundred and fourteen. Therefore, only one hundred and four- 
teen members will obtain the privilege of asking unanimous consent 
for the passage of their bills. 

Mr. FRYE. And that is one hundred and fourteen more than would 
get any privilege unless you adopt this resolution. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Now we can ask the privilege at 
any time, and if there be no objection we can get it. 

Mr. FRYE. There never was an instance known in which there 

Was not an objection if you ask the consideration of a bill; and, be- 
sides, what the gentleman suggests can be done afterward, even if 
this resolution be adopted. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. This is in the interest of one hun- 
dred and fourteen members, who have the fortune to be from the 
smaller States or who appear highest alphabetically on the roll of 
their States. 
yt. FRYE. No, sir; it is in the interest of the business of this 
House, 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. That is it. 

Mr. FRYE. That is what it is. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Would it be in order for me now 
to move to lay this resolution on the table ? 

lhe SPEAKER, Such motion would have precedence. 

_ Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Then I move that the resolution 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. FRYE. I have not yielded the floor to the gentleman for any 
sat h purpose, bs 
wane ne _ The gentleman from Maine [ Mr. FRYE] states he 
vee tor @ question. The Chair will entertain the motion to lay 
"ve table when the gentleman from Maine sits down. 
the fino WNSHEND, of Illinois. I will not take the gentleman off 
poper thee I give notice that I will submit that motion at the 
_Mr.SAPP, Will the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Frye] allow me 
‘o ask him a question ? 

Mr. FRYE, Certainly. 


Mr.SAPP. It is whether, if the name of a member is called and he 
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ails to call up a bill, the State is then passed ? 
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Mr. FRYE. It is. 

Mr. ROBESON. I would like to ask the gentleman a quest 

Mr. FRYE. Very well. 

Mr. ROBESON. It is whether this proposition does not leave to 
every member of this House all the privileges he now has, and only 
adds to them some other privileges or facilities which are to be given 
by this proposed rule ? 

Mr. FRYE. Exactly. 

Mr. ROBESON. And everything that we now get is in addition to 
what this proposes to give? Therefore if we get in one hundred and 
fourteen new propositions for consideration by the House, is not that 
a privilege for at least a portion of the members of this House which 
they would not get at all if it was not for this resolution ? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That is not correct. 

Mr. ROBESON. AndI want toask the gentleman whether he does 
not think it wise, when we are going to do a practical thing, to take 
hold of that practical thing itself, and not bring up impracticable 
projects that will not amount to anything? Whether, if we do not 
get this measure of relief, the one hundred and fourteen members 
will be crowded out and nobody will get anything at all? 

Mr. FRYE. The gentleman has stated it exactly. 

Mr. WARNER. I want to ask the gentleman how we can give 
privileges to one hundred and fourteen members which they do not 
now have without denying to other members some privileges which 
they do have ? 

Mr. FRYE. The little experience which I had yesterday in con- 
nection with a small order touching the use of the galleries to-day— 
about two hundred suggestions of amendments having been made to 
me personally and about fifty more from the floor of the House— 
taught me a lesson. [Laughter. ] 

Now, I have no pride of opinion in this proposed rule, neither has 
the Committee on Rules any pride of opinion about it, and no care 
as to what the House may do with it. Butif it be opened to amend- 
ment there will be no limit to the proposition of amendment. I de 
sire to say to the House simply that before my hour has expired I 
propose to demand the previous question. 

Many MEMBERS. Do it now. 

Mr. FRYE. I cannot well do it now. If the previous question 
shall be sustained, then it will be within the power of any gentleman 
who is recognized, if he has an important amendment which he de- 
sires to have made to this rule, to move to recommit it, even while 
the demand for the previous question is pending or after it has been 
seconded, to recommit it with instructions to the Committee on Rules 
to report this proposition back with the amendment he shall indicate 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Will not the gentleman now 
allow a single amendment, to insert the words “business on the 
Speaker’s table,” and have that amendment pending when the pre- 
vious question is called? 

Mr. FRYE. I have no authority to admit an amendment. The 
gentleman can move to recommit with instructions to report such an 
amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Wedo not want to recommit it. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I ask the gentleman to yield to me. 

Mr. FRYE. I have agreed to yield to the gentleman from Tennes- 
see (Mr. YOouNG] for fifteen minutes. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Allow me a moment before the 
gentleman yields. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Frye] 
yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. FRYE. I will with pleasure. 

Mr. BELFORD. I desire to ask the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
FRYE] a question. I offered the resolution which has brought this 
subject before the House. Now I wish to know whether the gentle- 
man will allow me at this time to offer a substitute for the rule pro 
posed by the Committee on Rules, so that it may be pending. 

Mr. FRYE. I cannot yield the floor for that purpose. If I were to 
yield to the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. Betrorp] I would be 
equally obliged to yield to fifty other members. A motion to recom- 
mit with instructions can be made after the previous question has 
been demanded. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. One question 

Mr. FRYE. State it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I made a mistake as to the num 
ber of days left of this session. I find upon re-examination that only 
ten days will be left for the operation of this proposed rule, and if 
only six bills can be disposed of on each of those ten days, but sixty 
members of this House will enjoy the privilege proposed by this res- 
olution. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. One moment, if the gentleman pleas 

Mr. FRYE. With pleasure. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Withaview of simplifying the settlement of the 
question now before the House, and without desiring to enter into any 
detailed statement, I will ask the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Fryr] 
to yield for a motion to recommit this additional or new rule to the 
Committee on Rules, with instruction to report it back day after to- 
morrow morning, immediately after the reading of the Journal! 

Mr. ANDERSON and others. Oh, no! 

Mr. FRYE. No, Mr. Speaker, I cannot yield for that purpose 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Then the gentleman will permit me to say 
that as a member of the Committee on Rules I know nothing of this 
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had seen resolution, though in my place every day 
hour. That is what I said. 
Mr. E. Now suppose that should turn out t 
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ACKBURN. Does the gentleman question it ? 
YE. 
A 


+1 
Lhe 
and 


eS 
Ve 


true— 


I am going on with the supposition. 
sACKBURN. 
5 nt ? 

‘RYE. Allow me 

sACKBURN. Will the gentleman answer pn LY questio. 

’ SP EAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky wil] not dines 
the gentleman from Maine except with his consent. 7 

Mr. FRYE. Suppose it to be the fact that the gentlemay wag , 
there. I know he was not there, and I have said so, have I vn, 
Suppose the gentleman was absent at a meeting of the Commi: 

on Rules, follow that the committee can eam 

lutely ? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Yes, if there is not a quorum present. 

Mr. FRYE. Well, when a quorum has agreed to a resolutio; 
the absence of the gentleman from Kentucky spoil it 

Mr. BLACKBURN. That quorum was not there, accordj 
gentleman’s own statement. 

| Mr. FRYE. A quorum of the committee has agreed to the y 
| tion; and I take it that, being presented properly to the I 
within the power of the House to enact it into a rule. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The question is whether it 
sented. There never was a quorum there. 

The SPEAKER. What action does the gentleman from Maine»; 

ose ? I 

Mr. FRYE. I now yield ten minutes, according to promise, t 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. YOUNG. ] 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Now, I raise the point of order before the ge) 

| tleman from Tennessee proceeds e 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Yes; 

| settled. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. That this report is not properly before the 
House for its consideration. I raise it on the statement of the gen. 

| tleman from Maine. 
The SPEAKER. The point of order is made too late. When th 
report was presented it might have been in order, but it was not 
| questioned. The meeting at which it was to be considered was a 
| adjourne d meeting. There was not a quorum present. The gentle. 
man is correct in his statement, there were but two members present, 
the Chair and the gentleman from Maine. The gentleman from Main 
| had prepared this resolution and submitted it to the present oecupar 

of the chair. It was then agreed it should be submitted to theo 
| members. The Chair does not know why it was not sabmitted to 
gentleman from Kentucky ; but the point of order the reser et nov 
makes comes, in the opinion of the Chair, too late. It made it ought 
to have been made at the time when the report was submitted. 

Mr. BLOUNT. How could it have been made when it 
known? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Llinois. I make another point. It wasn 
resented by the gentleman from Maine that this is a report from 
committee, and it now appears it was not a report from tl 
tee. 

Mr. FRYE. What does the gentleman from Illinois mean 
areport of the committee, and I have so stated to this House 
majority of a committee agree to a report is not that the repo 
——, ? 

. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I say that the gentle: 
nounced to the House that but two members of the committee we 
present when it was considered, and yet there are five members 01 | 
committee who ought to have been summoned to attend its meeting. 

Mr. FRYE. Ib ave announce d to the House that it was present 

to a mi yjority y of the members of that committee and that th 
agreed to it. 

“Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The point I mi ike is this, and Tad 
here to it, that the gentleman from Maine, as I understood him, rep- 
resented this to be the re port of the Committee on Rules. 
he could only be warranted in making that statement on leave give 
by a majority of that committee when legally in session as a commit: 
tee. Now he confesses on the floor that he had only the const 
two members of that committee to make the report. 

Mr. FRYE. I did not confess anything of the kind and the ge! 
man must be dull to understand so. 

Mr. CALKINS. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. FRYE. I demand the previous question in order to d 
this matter. 

Mr. WARNER. [rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. ! 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of  Tilinois. My point of order has not yet been 
deci ided. 

The SPEAKER. It isin substance the same point made 
gentleman from Kentucky which has already been decided. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The difference is this—— 

Mr. McLANE. Is a motion to recommit it now in order: 

The SPEAKER. It is before or after the previous question 
ordered. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. 


with instructions. 


Does the gentleman question t] 


to inish my remark, 


1 +r . 
10es it ao nothine 


is proper! nra 


I would like to have th 


U8 question 


Was lo 


nan Has al 


by 


‘ . a -ommMit 
I submitted that motion long ago, to com 





4 








lt- 








een 





1381. CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD—HOUSE. 1395 


eee 


The SPEAKER. The Chair did not recognize it then because the 

 sleman had not then the floor to make it. 

Pur RLACKBURN. I move to recommit w ith instructions. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman asked the gentleman from Maine 
‘other he would yield the floor to make that motion and the gen- 
‘eman from Maine did not yield for that purpose. 

Mr BLACKBURN. I move now to recommit with instructions to 
Committee on Rules to report day after to-morrow after the read- 
oo of the Journal. : 

“ye SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maryland now makes a mo- 
+o recommit and the gentleman from Kentucky moves to amend 
ne ‘addit g “with instructions,” as stated by him. 

‘Mr. CONGER. I desire to say a word about this matter. 

\r, FRYE. I yield to the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr, WARNER. I wish to have my point of order ruled upon. I 
aimed the floor and was recognized and was taken off it without 
my consent. Manifestly by this ruling a majority of the members of 
i. eommittee—three-fifths—will be ruled out of any privilege under 


whet 


she Con 
‘ 
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“The SPEAKER. That is as to the effect of the resolution, and is 
not a point of order. we 

Mr. WARNER. I say privileges cannot be extended to this num- 
per of members in that way. 

“Mr, MCLANE. I demand the regular order of business, 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business is the motion to 
mmit with instructions. 
Mr. CONGER. I desire to say for myself as amember of the Com- 
nittee on Rules, that when this appeal was made to support it the 
Speaker, the gentleman from Maine, and myself, three members, a 
majority of that committee, according to my recollection, were to- 
wether in the corridor where we came to consider it. 

” The SPEAKER. There was a meeting at the room of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. STEPHENS, ] a member of the Committee on 
Rules, and the Chair understood there was to be an adjourned meet- 
ng of the committee on Tuesday morning following, when this mat- 
ter was to be considered. The gentleman from Kentucky states that 
he did not so understand. The Chair has directed his attention to 
that fact and he said he did not have notice. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The Chair will do me the justice to add that 
inderstanding there was to be an adjourned meeting on Tuesday 
it knowing at what hour or what place, I sent the clerk of my 
committee to the Speaker to ascertain the time and place of holding 
t, and I received no answer and never heard aught of the meeting 
on Tuesday, nor of any action taken. 

The SPEAKER. The recollection of the Chair is, and it differs 
from that of the gentleman from Kentucky, that it was at the meet- 

gin the room of the gentleman from Georgia when an adjourned 
meeting was provided for. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The Speaker will bear witness that a majority 
of the Committee on Rules evidently did not seem to have so remem- 
lered, for the reason that a majority did not attend that meeting. 

The SPEAKER. That is the recollection of the Chair at all events. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I know that. But it does not seem to have 

een 80 understood by the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. GOODE. Would it be in order to lay this whole subject on 
the table? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain and submit the motion. 

Mr. GOODE. I move to lay it on the table. 

he motion was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
nan from Kentucky, that the subject be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Ryles with instructions. 

Mr. MCLANE. My motion was, without instructions. 

rhe SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman from Kentucky is 
submitted as first in order under the rules. 

Several MEMBERS. What is the pending question ? 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is the motion to recommit 
) the committee, with instructions to report in two days. 

[he House divided; and there were—ayes 78, noes 121. 

Mr. BLACKBURN demanded tellers. 

Before the result of the demand for tellers was announced, 

“it, COFFROTH demanded the yeas and nays. 

/he yeas and nays were not ordered. 

the SPEAKER. Thirty-seven members having voted on the de- 
mand for tellers, being a sufficient number, tellers are ordered. The 
Vhair appoints Mr. BLACKBURN and Mr. FRYE. 

ie House divided ; and there were—ayes 62, noes 11%. 

the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr, FRYE. I now demand the previous question. 

“it. MCLANE. Does not the question now recur on the motion 
Wi ich I made, to commit without instructions? 
the SPEAKER. Under the rule there can be but one motion to 
“ommit pending a demand for the previous question, either with or 
Without instructions, 

: Mr. FRYE, I ask consent to modify the resolution by inserting 
en — on the Speaker's table” after the word “ calendars ;” 
bile ills to be called up shall be on the calendars and such 
*,» 48 are on the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. FRYE no objection to the proposed modification. ns 
“ur. » Inow demand the previous question on the proposition. 


} 
and nt 








co 


Mr. McLANE. May I ask a parliamentary question? What has 
become of the motion to commit without instructions ? 

The SPEAKER. That has been voted down. 

Mr. McLANE. I did not understand that vote to be upon my mo- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Pending the demand for the previous question 
but one motion to commit with or without instructions is in order. 
The Chair will cause the rule to be read, Rule XVII: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

1. There shall be a motion for the previous question, which, being ordered. by a 
majority of members present, if a quorum, shall have the effect to cut off all debat 
and bring the House to a direct vote upon the immediate question or questions on 
which it has been asked and ordered. The previous question may be asked and 
ordered upon a single motion, a series of motions allowable under the rules, or an 
amendment or amendments, or may be made to embrace all authorized motions o1 
amendments, and include the bill to its engrossment and third reading, and then 
on renewal and second of said motion, to its passage or rejection. It shall be in 
order, pending the motion for or after the previous question shall have been ordered 
on its passage, for the Speaker to entertain and submit a motion to commit, with 
or without instructions, toa standing or select committee ; and a motion to lay upon 
the table shall be in order on the second and third reading of a bill 

Mr. BELFORD. I wish to ask a parliamentary question. I would 
like to know if the House refuses to order the previous question would 
this proposition be open for further amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. It will be open both for amendment and debate. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
I wish to ask before I vote upon this proposition, what is the practical 
effect of it? I wish to know, if the proposition is adopted, whether 
it will accomplish anything. The State of Alabama, for instance, is 
called by the Speaker, and one member is recognized to report a bill 
which is not opposed by five members; that bill, of course, comes 
before the House for consideration, and five minutes probably is con- 
sumed in discussing it. But suppose there is a considerable minority 
who do not desire to pass that bill; what I would like to know is, 
can that minority, by dilatory motions or in some other way, take up 
the time of the House and so defeat the consideration of the propo- 
sition presented in that way? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would be bound to recognize all mo- 
tions under the rule, whatever might be the effeet of them. Their 
tendency might be to delay, or they might be classed under the head 
of dilatory motions; but if coming within the scope of the rules the 
Chair would have no option but to recognize them. 

Mr. AIKEN. Then, under that condition, if this rule is adopted, 
the State of Alabama could consume the entire morning hour running 
through the whole session. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on ordering the main ques- 
tion. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 160, noes 32. 

So the main question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question ison the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The amendment of the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. FrYE] has not been submitted. 

Mr. FRYE. Unanimous consent was asked for that amendment, 
and no objection being made, the resolution has been modified as I 
asked. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will now be read as modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, After to-day, on each day of the re 
mainder of the session other than the third Monday of February and the last six 
days, whenever on motion the morning hour shall be dispensed with by a two 
thirds vote, that hour shall be set apart for the consideration of bills on the several 
calendars and on the Speaker's table under the following regulations: The States 
and Territories shall be called in order as now pros ided for, and as each is called, 
one of its members shall be named by the Speaker, selected in alphabetical order 
who may move the consideration of a bill; if objected to by five members rising in 
their seats it shall not be considered, otherwise the member making the motion 
shall be entitled to five minutes for explanation of his bill, or, instead thereof, to 
the reading of the report accompanying the same, provided the reading of such re 
port shall not exceed five minutes, and then a vote shall be taken. The call of 
States shall go on from day to day until completed, as above provided, and when 
ever all the Members and Delegates from any State or Territory have been named 
by the Speaker, such State or Territory shall thereafter be omitted from the call 
until all the Members and Delegates shall have been so named. Any member not 
answering as his name is called shall be considered to have waived his privilege 

Mr. SIMONTON. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, thirty-six members voting there 
for, more than one-fifth of the last vote. 

The question was taken; and there were—-yeas 147, nays 79, not 
voting 66; as follows - 





YEAS—147. 


Aldrich, N. W. Calkins Dick, Gillette 

Aldrich, William Camp, Dunn, Godshal} 
Anderson, Cannon, Dunnell Gunter 
Atherton, Carpenter, Dwight Hall 

Ballou Chittenden, Einstein Hammond, John 
Barber, Coffroth, Ellis, Harmer 

Beale, Colerick, Errett, Harris, Benj. W. 
Belford, Conger, Ewing, Haskell, 

Berry, Converse Felton, Hatch, 
Bingham, Cowgill Field, Hawk, 

Bisbee, Crapo, Finley, Hawley, 

Blake, Cravens, Fisher, Hayes, 

Bliss, Crowley, Ford, Heilman 

srewer, Culberson, Forney, Henderson 
Brigham, Daggett, Forsythe, Henkle 

sright, Davis, Horace Fort, Hill 

jrowne, Deering, Frye, Hiscock, 


Butterworth, De La Matyr, Gibson Hort 


+. 
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es ae eee ed ee, ee. ee is 


Mor +1 
Morto1 
Muldrow 
Myers 
New 
O'Connor 
O'Neil 


Hostetler 
Humphrey 


Jones 


Rothwell vie! 

Russell, Daniel L Ipdegraff, J. T 
Russell, W. A. ) Thomas 
Ryan, Thomas 

Paw yer 

Scoville 


Jorgensen, 
Kelley, 
King 
Lada 
Lapham 
Lindsey Ort! 

Loring Osme! 

Lowe Overto 

Mason, » 

McCook, 

McGowan 

McKinley , : 

Miller iT Thomas 

Mills toberts rhompson, P. B 
Mitchell Thompson, W.G 
Monroe I Amos 


ownsend 


NAY 
{ ove 
Davis, George R 
Davis, Joseph J 
Davis, Lowndes H 
Dibre Mc Maho 
Elar Me Milli: 
Evin 
Fy 


Lt 


nshend, R. W. 


Gedd 
irner, Uscal 

I Thomas 
Van Voorhis 
Waddill 
Warner 
Weaver 


Whiteake 


ped be be bed TT TF 


Caldwell 
halmers 
lardy 
‘lark, Alvah A 
lark, John B 
lements it I Scales W hitthorne 
lyme! Simonton Vright 
Singleton, O. R Young, Cas 
sinit A. Herr 


TOTING—t 


Richardson, J 
Ross 


samtord 


ri ‘ k Manning Richmond 
Jachman ‘erdor Martin, Benj. I Ryon, Jo 
sailey Hammond, N. J. Martin, Edward L. Sapp 
Baker, Harris, John T McCoid 
sarlow Hazeltor Miles stone 
jayne Henry Mone Taylor 
sland Hubb March an Ac 
Bowman, Hurd Neal Q ! 
Ove Jame Newbertr 
Briggs Joyce Nicholls 

Ketchan O'Brien 
Killinger O'Reill 
Kimm« Pachec« 
Kitchiz Persons Wood 
Klotz Pound ¥ 
Knott Rice 
Lounsbers tichardson, D. P 


nW 
Stey 


Robert L. 


rnam 


suCcKHe! 
lial 


ATLISiC 


Thomas 


Caswell 
(latlin 
Cox 
Davidson 
Deuster 


Fernando 
Walter A 
Thomas L 


So the resolution was adopted. 

The following additional pair was announced 

Mr. STONE with Mr. Money, for this day. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHIEF OF OFFICIAL REPORTERS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to announce under au- 
thority given to the Speaker by Rule XXXVI and in pursuance of the 
opinion of the Committee on Rules unanimously expressed in writing 
that there should be a chief of the corps of official reporters of this 
House, the Chair has appointed Mr. John J. McElhone as such chief. 
The Chair has made this selection because the gentleman named has 
been longest in service on the corps. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachusetts. 
adjourn. 


that 
Liat 


I move that the House do now 


ADDITIONAL CLERKS IN SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War relative to additional clerks in the 
Surgeon-General’s Office; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

LIE! 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, relative to the losses sustained by fire by Lieutenant S. 
R. Douglas; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


rENANT 8S. R. DOUGLAS, 


SURGICAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, relative to a fire-proof building, surgical library, and 
museum; which was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

HEADQUARTERS, PRESCOTT, ARIZONA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, relative to appropriation for headquarters, Prescott, 
Arizona; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

NEW MILITARY POST IN MONTANA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 

tary of War, relative to an estimate for an appropriation for a new 


| and ordered to be printed. 


ing to apport 





military post to be constructed near the Mussel Shell Riva, ;, \" 
tana; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriation. 
HOLSTON AND CLINCH RIVERs, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter irom the § 
tary of War, transmitting a report of examination of Hos... 
Clinch Rivers; which was referred to the Committee 


on Con 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIDSON, by unanimous consent. je 
given to withdraw from the files of the House papers in t] ee 
I, Jordan, of Florida, there being no adverse report ther 


LEAVE TO PRINT. 
Mr. SAMFORD obtained unanimous consent to have printed in: 
RECORD remarks on the interstate-commerce bill. [See Apne: q 
Mr. COX obtained unanimous consent to have printed in the Ree. 
a tabular statement as to the effect of the various proposit : 


LOT 
ionment. [See Appendix. ] 


LEAVE OF ABSENCI 
absence w 


ainder of t: 


By unanimous consent, leave of 
To Mr. URNER, for the rer 
count of important business ; 

To Mr. HENRY, indefinitely, on account 
To Mr. Briaas, for one week ; 
To Mr. McCook, for four days 
CODIFICATION OF THE LAWS. 
Mr. CONVERSE, by unanimous consent, submitted th 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on P1 
Resolved by the Howse if Repre (the Senate concurring That t 
printed of the reports and accompanying documents of the commiss 
the land laws, &c., 7,000 additional copies of each ; 4,000 thereof for t 
House of Representatives, 2,000 for the Senate, and 1,000 for the Dey 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. BuRCH, its Secretary, a 
that the Senate had passed without amendments joint resolut 
a bill of the House of the following titles: 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) granting condemned cam 
Morton Monumental Association ; 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 362) to authorize the printing of ; 


as granted, as fo 


-day and to-morroy 


ee 
of sickness : 


ee 
t 0 


ntine 
Alt 


Ati 
entatives 


copies of the special reports of the Committee on Agriculture relat 
to diseases of swine and infectious and contagious diseases 
to other domestic animals ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 372) authorizing the Public Pri 
print reports of the United States Fish Commission upo: 
coveries in regard to fish culture; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6599) to change the time for holding th 
and district courts of the United. States for the western dist: 
Virginia held at Danville, Virginia. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed a 
resolution and bills of the following titles; in which the « 
of the House was requested : 

Joint resolution (8. R. No. 152) granting the use of art 
&c., to be used at the soldiers’ reunion to be held at Li 
braska, in the month of September, 1831; 

A bill (S. No. 1823) to grant an American register to t! 

A. Scott Brown; and 

A bill (S. No. 1927) for the relief of John H. Schabinger, guar 
of Susan McKnatt and Martha McKnatt, minor daughters of Ja 
McKnatt, deceased. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. TALBOTT. Iask the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rvs 
SELL] to withdraw his motion to adjourn for a moment, until I ca 
ask to have taken from the Speaker’s table a bill for consideratior 
at this time. 

Many Members. Regular order! 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion to adjour. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o'clock au 
fifteen minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and other papers were laid on the 
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: The petition of citizens of York ( 
Pennsylvania, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a depart 
to the Committee on Agriculture. is 

Also, the petition of citizens of York County, Pennsylvania, 10! ® 
passage of the Reagan interstate-commerce bill—to the Comm 
on Commerce. sia 

Also, the petition of citizens of York County, Pennsylvania, t0'™ 
amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents, 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of Stephen Geer, Robert Game 
and 58 others, citizens of Oakland County, Michigan, for the pss 
of an interstate-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce, 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for legislation to protec’ 


} . ° $tan ratents. 
nocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee on Patent! 


Also, the petition of the same purties, that the Bureau of —_ 
ure be made a department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 





d, 1881. 
| Also, the petition of the same parties, for the enactment of an in- 
me-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
ny Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of Dr. N. P. Allen and others, 
-cens of Kentucky, against the reissue to John A. Cummings of the 
@ natent for improvements In artificial gums and palates—to the Com- 
: . ttee on Patents. aah | 
“he Mr, COWGILL: Resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana, ask- 
é appropriation of $100,000 for the improvement of Kankakee 
Ri ver- to the Committee on Commerce. : 
“ne Mr. FORD: The petition of J. F. Wallace and others, citizens of 
f Missouri, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Commit- 


} Invalid Pensions. : 

Mr. HASKELL: Resolutions of the Legislature of Kansas, 
+ the building by the United States of a double-track rail- 

from the sea-coast on the east to the Missouri River on the 
+o the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Mr. HOUK: The petition of Jacob Schneider, for compensation 

- timber and wood taken from his farm by the United States Army 

the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 


\Jeo. the petition of Charles Schneider, of similar import—to the 


e committee. 

Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of John H. Sortman and others, 

nion soldiers, of Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and vicinity, 
nst the passage of the Senate bill providing a new method of 
settling pension claims—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Ry Mr. NEW: Resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, asking an 
nropriation of $100,000 to be applied in deepening, widening, and 


tening the Kankakee River in Indiana—to the Committee on 


t 


cr 
>? 





Mr. NORCROSS: The petition of W. A. Snow and 25 others, 
ns of Belchertown and Chicopee, Massachusetts, against the 
Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


ge ol li 


yMr. OSMER: The petition of O. V. Colton and 18 others, of simi- 
iv import—to the same committee. 
é By Mr. SAPP: The petition of citizens of Iowa, for legislation to 
vent the spread of the disease among cattle known as pleuro- 
onia—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
* SHERWIN: Resolutions of the Legislature of Illinois, favor- 
egislation to prevent the spread of the cattle disease known as 
umonia—to the same committee. 
\lso, the petition of the Illinois State board of health for the pas- 
2 bill to prevent the adulteration of food and drugs—to the 
mittee on Manufactures. 
Also, the petition of John Eddy and 10 other soldiers, against the 
- passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 





-nn 


Mr. SPEER: The 
, Georgia, for reli 
By Mr. STARIN: The } 


vetition of William E. Hansell, of Forsyth 
f—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


vetition of Alfred Pickett and 24 others, that 


Y 
i 
County e 


Senate bill No. 496 be defeated—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
By Mr. STONE: The petitions of E. W. Smith and 73 others and 
; if O. E. Aldrich and 21 others, citizens of Michigan, that the Bureau 


f Agriculture be made a Dey 


artment—to the Committee on Agricult- 


t \lso,the petitions of E.W.Smith and 73 others and Johnson 8. Locke 
and 21 others, citizens of Michigan, for legislation on the subject of 

iD nterstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 
; Also, the petitions of Amon Otis and 22 others and of E. W. Smith 


md 73 others, citizens of Michigan, for the passage of an income-tax 
law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


. Also, the petitions of W. L. Williams and 73 others and of E. 8. 

r Atkins and 22 others, citizens of Michigan, for legislation to protect 

t innocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee on Pat- 
ents, 


By Mr. TALBOTT : The petit 
hers, citizens of Baltimore C 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, that the Bureau of Agricult- 
ire be made a Department—to the Commiteee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. P. B. THOMPSON: The petition of citizens of Kentucky, 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the North and South 
rorks of the Cumberland River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

y By Mr. TYLER: The petition of John Y. Raistrick and 20 others, 
. vermont soldiers, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the 
{ ommittee on Invalid Pensions. 

by Mr. URNER: The petition of John C. Rhodes and 18 others, cit- 
zens of Maryland, ex-soldiers, of similar import—to the same com- 
x mittee. 

_Also, the petition of John G. Frinzel and 16 others, ex-soldiers, of 
e Frostburgh, Maryland, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petitions of Thomas Brooks and others and 
of A. H. Matson and others, late soldiers of the Union Army, of similar 


ion of George H. Merryman and 30 
unty, Maryland, of similar import— 


+ 


import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIS: The petitions of W. H. Thomes and others and 
1: of L. Oppenheimer & Son, of Louisville, Kentucky, for the passage 
. one bill No. 4839, and against the passage of the bill (H. R. No, 


allowing vinegar makers to manufacture distilled spirits with- 
nt ‘ , . , 
“uv payment of tax—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, February 10, 1881. 


The Senate met at twelve o'clock m. 
J. J. Buttock, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS IN ISLAND. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I give notice that on next Saturday, if the Senate 
shall conclude to sit on Saturday, I shall ask the indulgence of the 
Senate at the close of the morning business to make some remarks 
upon the reports of the two committees which visited Rhode Island 
to inquire into the alleged violation of law in that State. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of War, calling attention to the destruction by fire of the 
headquarters building, Department of Arizona, located at Prescott, 
and recommending an appropriation for rebuilding the same; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the 
Interior, transmitting a communication from the 
Indian Affairs recommending that Congress authorize the use of cer- 
tain moneys belonging to the eastern band of Cherokee Indians, of 
North Carolina, to enable them to join their brethren in the Indian 
Territory ; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of Jolin Gra- 
ham, of College Point, Queens County, New York, praying for the 
passage of an act conferring on the Court of Claims full authority 
and jurisdiction to award him a just compensation for the damages 
and loss sustained by him on account of the detention his three 
steamships in the harbor of New York by order of the President of 
the United States, May 16, 1°55; which w to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I a joint resolution of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Indiana, and as it is brief I will ask the priv- 
ilege of the Senate to have it read in full 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


RHODE 


Commissioner of 


of 
as referred 
present 
neral Assembly of the State of 


Concurrent resolution of the Ge Indiana 


Whereas the Kankakee River in the State of Indiana may be made a navigable 
stream through the counties of Lake, Newton, Porter, Jasper, La Porte, Starke 
and Saint Joseph a distance of eighty miles from the town of Momence, in the 
State of linois; and 

Whereas the channel of the said river 1 be straightened and epened for an 
expenditure of $100,000: Therefore, 

Resolved by the senate, (the he € coi rring,) That the Senato nad Re presenta 
tives of the State of Indiana now in the Congress of the United States are hereby 
requested to vote for an appropriation by the General Government of $100,000 to be 
applied in deepening, widening, and straightening, wherever necessary, the Kan 
kakee River in the State of Indiana, and to use their best efforts to procure pas 


sage of the same 

Resolved, That the secretary of the senate be, and is by, instructed to far 
nish each member of Congress from this State a copy of the concurrent resolu 
tion of the General Assembly asking an appropriation of $100,000 by the General 


Government for the improvement of the Kankakee River, and the proceedings of 
the two houses thereon 
Mr. VOORHEES. I move that the resolution be printed and re 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. I present the memorial of a large number of the 
most intelligent citizens of the city of Savannah, and the counties of 
Chatham and Bryan, State of Georgia, praying for an appropriation 
for the improvement of the inland channel through Romney marsh 
on the coast of Georgia, adopting the channel which would connect 
the city of Savannah by the boat line with Warsaw Island. I move 
the reference of the memorial to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia, presented a resolution of the city council of 
Savannah, Georgia, indorsing the establishment of a national mari- 
time quarantine station on Black Beard Island, and favoring an ap- 
propriation for the erection of suitable buildings and complete equip- 
ment of the same at that place; which was referred to the Select 
Committee to investigate and report the best means of preventing the 
introduction and spread of Epidemic Diseases. 

Mr. WALLACE presented resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in favor of an appropriation of $40,000 
for the erection of two ice-breakers in the Ohio River; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


HEIRS OF COLORED SOLDIERS. 

Mr. BRUCE, Mr. President, I present the petition of George C. 
Smith, A. I. Rhodes, and others, praying favorable action on House 
bill No, 5562, entitled ‘An act for the relief of the heirs of colored sol- 
diers.” The legislation relative to bounty and pensions of colored 
soldiers has been construed by the officers executing the laws so as to 
discriminate against such persons of this class who were slaves in 
April, 1861. Torelieve claimants of the disabilities under which this 


legislation left them, the act of March 3, 1873, was passed, entitled 
“An act to place colored persons who enlisted in the Army on the 
same footing as other soldiers as to bounty and pensions.” 

This act was construed by the honorable Secretary of the Treae- 
ury, February 13, 1879, so as still to disallow claims of a certain class. 
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The bill now before the Senate committee proposes to construc the act 
of 1873 so as to remove all disabilities relative to the heirs of colored 
soldiers 


lation is asked, 


As explanatory of the grounds upon which this legislati 
I beg also to submit the following ofticial communication of the Sec- 


ond Auditor of the Treasury 

















I . yD MENT, SECOD \ Ss OFI 
Washington, D. C., January 1 121 
In reply to your verba nguiry of the 15th instant, as to the statu f the 
heirs of colored soldiers under the act of March 3, 1873 I have to state 
First. In case of colored soldiers shown by record to have been free April 19 
1861. all bounty has been allowed just the same as in case of white soldiers 
Second. The additional bount act of July 28, 1866, and the bounty, act of July 
4. 1264. have been allowed in case of colored soldiers, whether slave or free, in the 
e man the case of te soldiers 
I d. Prior tot ot M l 1+73, the bounties under act of July 22, 1:61 
und joint re ition of January 13, 1264, were not allowed in ca of colored sol 
‘ ho were iN wil 1 1R61 
lourth. The act of March 3, 1873, was construed by the accounting oflicers as 
plicable to discharged living soldiers, not to heirs; but after the decision of the 
At’ f Mareh 26, 1878, all bounty in case of colored soldiers, slave or 
{ d, was until Febru 13, 1879, allowed by this office in the 
ui 1 the case of white soldiers 
] ica ot hel of deceased colored soldiers shown to be slaves 
Aprit 19, Int hich were filed and settled prior to the Attorney-General's decis 
March 26, 1878, were, under this decision, until February 13, 1279, reopened 
- ered when such cases were properly referred to, either by the claimants 
! il ithor t la orm : 
‘ is of this wracter tiled and ¢ lowed prior to March 26, 1878, were and 
ww consid | é Ai n al’s decision of said date, when such 
Lit nported b ‘ ed to either by claimants or by their 
mzed atto t 
Again, claims of t character ed prior to March 26, 1878, that have not been 
cither settled or disallowed, but are now pending as original ims, are considered 
nder the ttorney-General’s decision of said date 
Sixth. All original claims in case of colored soldiers, (in behalf of whom or whose 
heirs no settlement has ever been made by this oflice,) whenever filed, are now con 
idered, as far as bounty is concerned, on the same footing as claims in case of 
white soldiers 
Seventh. Therefore, the only claims in case of colored soldiers that are affected 
by the decision of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury of February 13, 1879 
re the claims filed as additional to those that were settled subsequent to the act 
of March 3, 1873, for all due under laws and decisions then in force; and the addi 


tional claims are disallowed on the ground thataccording to the said decision of the 
honorable Secretary of the Treasury such cases should not be reopened 
Very respectfully 
O. FERRISS, Auditor 

Hon. B. K. Bruce, United States 8 te. 

While I have the ear of the Chair I beg to call the attention of the 
Committee on Military Affairs to the importance of action in this 
matter. The persons to be benefited by this bill are a necessitous 
class, a class who have exhibited some patience while waiting for an 
adjustment of their claims. 

1 move that the petition with the accompanying communication 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on Railroads, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 2041) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Missouri River at or near Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, 
and to establish the same as a post-road, reported it with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. BOOTH, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the petition of John L. Mason, of New York, asking for an extension 
of his patents for a screw-top glass jar known as the Mason fruit- 
jar, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed, and the committee were discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition. 

Mr. VOORHEES, from the Committee on the Library, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 4451) to provide for the erection of 
a monument at Schuylerville, New York, commemorative of the bat- 
tle of Saratoga, and for other purposes, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

CUSTOMS DISTRICT IN MAINE. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Iam directed by the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 6451) to amend and re- 
enact sections 2517 and 2518 of the Revised Statutes, and changing 
the boundaries of a customs district in the State of Maine, to report 
it back without amendment, and with a recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am unable often to be present in the Senate. 
That bill simply changes the boundaries of the collection district in 
which I live. There is no objection in the world to it, and I ask the 
Senate to consider it now. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HALL OF RECORDS. 

Mr. VEST. Iam directed by the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds to propose an amendment to the bill (S. No. 1889) 
making appropriation for the purchase of ground and the erection 
thereon, in the city of Washington, of a building to be used as a hall 
of records, and to ask for the present consideration of the bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It appropriates $200,000 for the pur- 
chase of a site near the War Department, and erection thereon of a 
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brick and metal fire-proof building, to be used for the safe-] 
of records of the Executive Departments not required ia theuat 5 
executive ofiices for constant reference, as recommended a present 
retary of War in his annual reports of 1879 and 1880. ° Sec- 

Mr. VEST. The amendment which I have been directed to oa 
to add to the bill: a 

Said building to be erected according to plans prepared by the Onan 
General and heretofore submitted, and under his supervision and direct:,, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing ; 
amendment. ; S ‘5 

Mr. VEST. I am directed by the committee to make a brie¢ cos 
ment of facts in order to call the attention of the Senate to + seen 


portance of the speedy passage of this bill. Day before yester, 

fire occurred in the old Navy Department building which jmyer).3 
the records of the Government, in regard to which I have a comms: 
cation from the Quartermaster-General which I shall ask to hye . 
the loss of which would entail upon -us endless and } 


Harassi! 
4 Y 


gation in the Departments. All the pension records, together wit) « 
vast amount of other records which could not be replaced und 








> er any 
state of the case, which would open the door to any amount of frand 
were imperiled by this fire, and this is the third time that this ty; 
has happened within less than three years. Upon the oceurre; ‘ 


the fire preceding this the Committee on Public Buildings 


Grounds took action and introduced this bill at the beginning of ; 











session; it has lain here ever since without any action, and the ; 
mittee are unwilling to assume any further responsibility, but ehoosa 
to place this matter before the Senate. I ask that the commy; ‘ 
tion from the Quartermaster-General be now read. It states the { 

in regard to the necessity for the passage of the bil! 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Wark Depa 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’s ( 
Washinat D. C.. F ‘ 8 198 

DEAR Sir: I learned just now from Mr. Crosby, chief clerk of the Way Denar 
ment, that there was a fire to-day in that part of the War Office locate: 
Navy Department building; usual cause, timber about fireplace char 
fire. It was happily extinguished without mnch da 

This led to his speaking of the records of discon nman 
Adjutant-General’s records, which fill a build ‘ 
and five stories high, all of which, like the 1 ist 
ment, would go off in a flash if once fairly on tire 

This is the third fire remembered in the War Department 

I hope this Congress will give appropriation for a fire-proof hall of 1 

The danger to records of this office is a constant anxiety tome. ‘J 
of the Adjutant-General are essential to doing justice to soldiers seeking } 
of money or pensions due them under the laws of Congress, and to prot g 
United States against claims of many sorts growing out of the history a 
tions of the Army. 

If the bill, Senate No. 189, Forty-sixth Congress, third session, pri ; 
hall of records cannot be got up, perhaps it can be passed as an amendment t 
sundry civil bill. It is purely a United States executive matter, not forthe Distr 
of Columbia 

The appropriation has had the recommendation of the Secretary of W 

| the President repeatedly 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient ser t 
M. C. MEIGS 
Ouart uster-G Brt. M ( \ 

Hon. Justin S. Morrityi, United States Senat 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amer 
ported from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds by the 

| Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 


third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. COCKRELL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 

to introduce a bill (S. No. 2170) granting a pension to Emma A 
| Porch; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Cou 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WINDOM asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2172) regulating the pension of William 
dell; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Comu 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. PENDLETON asked and, by unanimous consent, otal 
leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 155) to exempt 
tain wild animals from duty when imported by zoological so 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com 
Finance. 





EXAMINATION OF PENSION CLAIMS. 


Mr. BLAIR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained lea 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2171) providing for the temporary increase 
facilities for the examination and adjudication of pension cian 

| which was read twice by its title. ; 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask that the bill be printed and lie on the tab i 
wish to say in this connection that it now having become quite &) 
parent that there is not likely to be any legislation for the re! of Mt 
applicants for pensions by way of attachment to the genera! appt 
priation bills, I think that those who realize fully the extent ot 
evils that grow out of the delays in affording facilities for the prope 
prosecution of pension claims ought to antagonize appropriation a 
and any other legislation whatever until an enactment can be secures 

| from the present Congress to relieve the distress that exists 10 


Y 
i 


hea 








from this cause. I give notice that if Senate bill No. 496, in 
‘e of the chairman of the Committee on Pensions, can be called 
rhe attention of the Senate, I shall move to substitute the pro- 
ee ll as an amendment to the same; and if the matter 


ms if this bi ‘ . . 
it pe reached in that way I trust the Senate will be disposed to 


and 





( 


OL 
nn 
i 


(a wight sessions if necessary in order that this subject may receive 
. attention. It was well suggested a few days ago by the hon- 
nrone i , e 


e Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] that neglect to legis- 
on this subject would of itself be one of the strongest possible 





I certainly thi 
nd wrol g to 
the »ment 
the cently apparent from the debates which have taken place in 
ie body, and it cannot be exaggerated. If I may do so without an 
‘rusion upon individual members of the Senate, I ask that when 
shig bill is printed Senators will be so kind as to examine its pro- 
cons, and I think it w ill be found to obviate very many of the difti- 
‘eities Which have been developed in the course of the debate as 
= sting in the minds of Senators. _ . ; ¥ 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be printed and lie on the 
soho subject to the call of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
V. S. M. CHAPMAN. 


nk so myself. The amount of distress and sufiering 
be inflicted upon the worthiest class of supporters of 
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bills. Wheneverthe Post-Oftice appropriation bill is concluded, I shall 
ask the Senate to take up and consider the bill referred to by the Sen- 


| ator from Jowa, and I shall antagonize it to any other bill. Ido not 
consider any bill before this Senate or before the House more impor- 
tant than that, and therefore I shall call it up whenever the pending 


| appropriation bill is through. 


; for the holding of an extra session of the incoming Congress. | 


Mr. BAYARD. I offered an amendment at the time the resolut 


ition 

was under discussion last to substitute the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to 

| facilitate the refunding of the national debt. That amendment I 
believe is before the Senate. 

I desire also to say that I think it would not be wise on the part 


by our cruel negligence to relieve them is already | 


| Senators have been engaged all day in committee and in legisla 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. A short time ago I reported ad- | 


versely from the Committee on Claims the bill (S. No. 1158) for the 
lief of V. S. M. Chapman, and it was indefinitely postponed. 
‘anior Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] desires that the 
a the bill placed upon the Calendar. 

, The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered if there be no ob- 
ection. 


(‘alendar with the adverse report of the committee. 


DISTRICT MUNICIPAL CODE. 

Mr. WITHERS. If the morning business proper has been com- 
nleted, I ask, in pursuance of the notice given yesterday, that unani- 
mous consent be given that we proceed to the consideration of the 
s upon the Calendar which have been favorably reported, 
order that the Calendar may be relieved of those cases. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will first inquire, I$ there fur- 
ber business for the morning hour? The Chair will recognize the 
Senator from Virginia when the morning business is concluded. 

Mr. HARRIS. I call up the resolution that I reported from the 
ittee on the District of Columbia, some days since, providing 
rnight sessions. I ask for a vote upon it this morning. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Tennessee calls for the 
psideration, in the morning hour, of the resolution standing upon 
the Calendar reported by him. The resolution will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution submitted by Mr. Harris Feb- 
, as amended, as follows: 


pension bill 



















olved, That on and after Wednesday the 9th of February, 1281, the Senate 
ake a recess at o'clock p. m., and meet at seven and a half o'clock p. m., 
¢ purpose of considering House bill No. 5541, entitled ‘‘ An act to establish 
cipal code for the District of Columbia,’’ and will continue so to meet each 
ntil the same shall have been finally acted upon by the Senate 

Mr. WHYTE. The day named in the resolution having passed, I 
move to insert in lieu of the date named “ Monday, the 14th of Feb- 
ruary;” so as to read “that on and after Monday, the 14th of Feb- 
ruary, 1881,” &e. 

Mr. HARRIS. I have no objection so far as I am personally con- 
cerned to the amendment of the Senator from Maryland. The reso- 
lution was reported by me from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and I do not know that I have the right to accept the 
amendment, but I have no objection to it. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. 
isthe subject of the resolution. 
people of this District have their code, but they have the law al- 
ready substantially I suppose as it will be codified if this bill should 
pass, and can get along for twelve months longer perhaps without 
much inconvenience. There is a bill on the Calendar from a special 
committee in regard to contagious diseases of cattle that in my judg- 
Ient is second in importance to no bill, not even the funding bill, 
pending before this body, and I will not consent for one that the Dis- 
triet code bill shall take its place in our order of business that may 
possibly defeat the consideration of the bill to prevent the spread of 
Contagious diseases among cattle. 















ee ul beyond the Alleghany Mountains; and we are derelict in our 
caty, [ think, if we do not do something to prevent so great a public 


The | 


by which the bill was indefinitely postponed be reconsidered | 


The Chair hears none, and the bill will be placed upon the | 


| 





I have a word tosay in regard to the bill which | 
I would be very glad to have the | 


Your funding bill will not amount | 
ch, perhaps, at least not as much as it ought to, if those diseases | 


uistortane. As a matter of interest to the public, this code has no | 


reve importance at all, and I hope the Senator from Virginia 
fe CENSTON] who has charge of the other bill to which I have 
tlerred will insist upon it with ms that nothing shall be done that 


ely defeat the consideration of the bill to which I have 
acnded, 


Mr. JOHNSTON, I agree with the Senator from Iowa as to the im- | 


portance of the bill he has mentioned. 
“lore this time but for the fact th 
pied the attention of the Senate 


I should have called it up 
at appropriation bills have occu- 


em; bat I shall antagonize any other bills except appropriation 





and I did not desire to antagonize | 


| ina night session. 


of the Senate to attempt to consider even the funding bilMn night 
sessions. It is a bill that demands very thoughtful consideration on 
the part of each Senator before he shall cast his vote upon I 
think it would be impracticable, experience has proven it to be im- 
practicable, to keep a quorum of the Senate in night sessions after 
lative 
business. For that reason I should not, if I had control of the fund- 
ing bill, desire it to be brought up irregularly and at night sessions; 
but if the time of the Senate between now and the 4th of March is 
to be occupied by night sessions, then I feel it my duty to press the 
consideration of the funding bill upon the attention of the Senate to 
the exclusion of every other bill except those for the essential 
priations to carry on the Government. 
I therefore hope that the amendment which I hav offered to sub- 


appro- 
i 


stitute the funding bill instead of the bill reported from the Com 
mittee on the District of Columbia and suggested by the Senator 
from Tennessee will prevail, and I hope then the Senate not 
attempt to hold night sessions at this time. 

Mr. CONKLING. Impressed by the importance of the bill referred 


to by the Senator trom Iowa [Mr. Kirkwoop] and glad as I should 
be to join him in advancing that bill, I rise more especially to say a 
word about the bill touching the District of Columbia. The Senate 
will remember that the senior Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. TaurMAN, ] not 
now inhisplace, only a day or two ago indicated his interest in the Dis- 
trict bill and thefact that he had givenattention to it. I call atten- 
tion to this more especially to address it to the Sena 7: 


torirom i1ennes- 
see, thinking perhaps that he might be willing to consider this reso- 
| lution when the Senator from Ohio is here, as he happens now to be 


absent. For myself, I hope this District bill will not be considered 
I agree with the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. 
BAYARD] in the well-nigh impossibility of inducing 


raquoru 


ators to remain here for any business in theevening after beginning, 


1 ot Sen- 


as most of them do, at ten or eleven o’clock with committees and 
having been engaged all day. The funding bill, however, will no 
doubt command a general, if not full, attendance of the Senat If 
the District of Columbia bill commands the attendance of a quorum, 
it will be only because a quorum is kept for formal purposes; it will 


never command the attention of a majority of the Senate at 


evening 


| sessions. 


Inasmuch as we have been told that nearly all the provisions of 
the bill are operative now by virtue of ordinances, regulations, and 
otherwise, it cannot be said that there is any very great urgency in 
respect of it; and I submit for that reason that the Senator from 
Tennessee ought not to press this resolution. What harm can come 
if the bill relating to the code goes over until another session? This 
is the short session; it has a positive and certain termination; and 
there are a great many things of importance to bedone. If this code 
is to be passed, it has to go through haphazard and ina lump, whether 
it be by day or by night, and certainly so if it is to be done at night 
sessions where nothing else is to be considered and where every Sen- 
ator unless he has some special interest in this, knowing that nothing 
else is to be acted upon, will feel or think he feels at liberty to attend 
to some one of the other many pressing things which make demands 
upon all hours now. 

Therefore, although 1 am very sorry to vote against the Senator 
from Tennessee and will always vote for his convenience or the con- 
venience of his committee in considering business, I cannot vote to 
select this local bill and deposit that in evening sessions to take the 
chance which I know there awaits it. I say to the Senator from 
Tennessee, no matter how meritorious it is, let it go over, if need 
be, to a long session and let it be taken up before the crowded hours 
of that session are reached and let us give to it some part of the at 
tention which I think the District deserves and so little of which I 
think it receives. I do not mean that the Committee on the District 
of Columbia do not give such attention, but I speak of myself and 
other Senators at large when I say that we do not give to the inter- 
ests of this District the attention which I believe they demand 

Now I wish the Senator from Tennessee would let this resolution 
lie over until the Senator from Ohio comes in, and even then I shall 
join with others in urging him not to put this District code into 
evening sessions but give it at least the opportunity that it may have 
by day. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, there are at least two reasons why it 
is very important, if it be convenient to the Senate, to consider and 
dispose of this bill at an early day. Unless it can be disposed of in 
the Senate at a very early day it cannot be enrolled, the bil! 
three hundred and thirty-odd pages. It has cost mouths of hard 
labor in the other end of the Capitol as well as some months of labor 
in this end to perfect it so far as it has been perfected, and while all 


being 
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that may be thrown aside and the District wait a year longer for the 
codification of its municipal laws, there is yet a more important rea- 
son. Our laws as they now exist for the collection of the revenues 
of the District are very defective, and one of the results of that con- 
dition of the law is found in the fact that there is nearly a million of 
dollars of taxes in arrear. We need remedies that the law does not 
now furnish for the collection of the District revenue, and it is im- 
portant that they should be furnished at as early a day as in the con- 
venience of the two Houses of Congress it can be furnished, and all 
that I ask, Mr. President, is that the Senate shall determine by its 
vote as to whether it will consider or will not consider this bill and 
direct as to the importance or relative importance of the various 
measures that are pending, and proceed to the consideration of some- 


thing without wasting further time in debating what we s] 


con- 

sider, 
Mr 

lution pones 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The 

the furthe I eratio! 

day 


is reso- 


BAYARD. I move that the further co eratic f th 
1 until Monday next 


»* DOstT ‘ 


+1 
senatol moves that 


ot this resolu nt 1 poned until Mon- 


ration atthe 
and no Sen- 
e than five 


Mr. INGALLS. Let that 
rhe VICE-PRESIDENT. 


ruie, 


resolutior inder the 


IENDMENT TO POST-ROUTE BILL. 
Mr. HILL, of Georgia, submitted an 

proposed by him to the bill (H. R. No. 7036) to est 

which was referred to the Com: 
lered to be printed. 


amendment intended to be 
ablish post-routes ; 
ittee on Post-Oftices al 


nd Post-Roads, 
PENSION BILLS. 

Mr. WITHERS. The morning business being 
the Senate now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar with favorable reports. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Virginia asks the Sen- 
ate to consider at this time pension bills upon the Calendar favor- 
ably reported from the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHYTE. I hope the Senator from Virginia will not 
to favorable reports. 

Mr. HILL, of Colorado. I demand the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is the consideration 
of the Calendar of General Orders under the special order of the day. 
Mr. WITHERS. I renew my motion, then, that the regular order 
e postponed until to-morrow morning for the purpose of proceeding 
at once to the consideration of bills on the Calendar with favorable 
reports from the Committee on Pensions. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Virginia moves to 
postpone the pending order, being the consideration of the Calendar 
of General Orders. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Virginia now moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the calendar of pen- 
sion bills reported favorably. 

Mr. WHYTE. I move to strike out the words “reported favora- 
bly,” and let the motion apply to all pension cases as reported from 
the committeee, whether adversely or favorably. There are only a 
few adverse reports, and they might as well be disposed of. 

Mr. WITHERS. There are about twenty of them, and any one of 
them will give rise to debate that will consume the whole morning 
hour. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let tl 


move that 
bills on the 


over, 


pension 


limit it 


b 


move to take up 
he second, and so 


1¢ Senator from Virginia 
the first pension bill, and when that is disposed of t 


on. He need not have any order made about it. 
Mr. WITHERS. Very well; I withdraw my motion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is withdrawn. 
ANGUS M’AULEY. 

Mr. WITHERS. Now, following the suggestion of the Senator from 
Vermont, I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of Sen- 
ate bill No. 1432. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 1432) granting a pension 
to Angus McAuley. It proposes to place on the pension-roll, subject 
to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of 
Angus McAuley, of Suwannee County, Florida, a soldier of the war of 


1812, and to pay him his pension from the time when he 
from the rolls. 

The bill was reported from the Committe 
ments. 

The first amendment of the Committee on Pensions w 
strike out “ place on” and insert “ restore to ;” 


was dropped 


eon Pensions With ame nd 


48, in line 4 to 
80 as to read : 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby 


. auth rized ¢ 
to restore to the pension-roll, &c. and ¢ 


lirected 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line7, before “ war,” to insert ‘ 
Indian,” and after “ war,” in the same line, to strike ont “eight 
hundred and twelve, and pay him his pension from the time wher 
he was dropped from the rolls” and insert “and pay him qa pe ae 
from and after the passage of this act;” so as to mak 
read : 


( reek 


ns 
> the clanse 
The name of Angus McAuley, of Suwannee County, Florida 
‘reek Indian war, and pay him a pension from and after tl 
Mr. CALL. I hope the Senate will not concur in that amendmen: 
of the committee. The facts of the case are these: This man was 
pensioner on the roll at the time of the commencement of the |i 
civil war; he was disabled by age and disease and by wounds ;, 
curred in the service. He was never in any wise whatever dis 
or concerned in the war or connected with it in any shape o1 Sie 
I submit to the Senate that there is nothing in the laws of the nite, 
States which deprive a pensioner, loyal to the Government thy 7 
out the whole war, of his right to a pension. By reason of his pes 
idence within the confederate lines during the war he was disabled 
from drawing his pension and was stricken from the roll. There js 
not a particle of evidence that he comes within any of the provis- 
ions of the statute of the United States which prescribes disloyalty 
as the condition of forfeiting a pension, 
For these reasons I ask of the Senate that they shall not concur 
the amendment proposed by the committee. 
Mr. WITHERS. I wish to state briefly in reply that the amend 
ment of the committee was incorporated into the bill because of t} 


& soldier of + 


> passage of this act 


Was 4 


LLed 


provisions of the act of 1878 or 1879—1878, I believe—when pension 
ers who had been thus dropped were restored to the rolls, and the act 
which restores them to the rolls contains a provision that they should 
receive pension only from the date of the restoration. The commit- 
tee put this case on the footing of all other cases where pensioners 
are restored to the rolls by the operation of that law. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the report be read in this case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. HOAR in the chair.) 
will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Iy- 
GALLS April 30, 1880: 


The report 


The Committee on Pensions submit the following report 

Angus McAuley was a soldier in the Seminole and Creek Indian war, and + 
poe at $2 per month from February 7, 1859. He was dropped from t 
yy reason of his residence within the limits of the insurrectionary States, H 
that he may be restored, and files evidence that he did not perform military 
ice in the confederate army. The committee recommend the passage of t 
with the following amendments: In line 4 strike out the words “ place on 
insert ‘‘ restore to ;”’ in line 7, before ‘* war," insert the words ‘' Creek Indian 
strike out all after the word “ war,” in line 7, and insert ‘‘ and pay him a pension 
from and after the passage of this act.” 


Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, although I am not now a member 
of the Committee on Pensions, as I made the report that has just been 
read, the case having been referred to me as asub-committee, I will 
briefly state the grounds upon which the committee acted. 

Mr. McAuley was a soldier of the war of 1812 who was dropped 
from the roll under the provisions of the statute by reason of his resi- 
dence within the insurrectionary States. He could have obtained a 
restoration to the roll by applying to the Commissioner of Pensions, 
if he had seen fit to do so and could take the oath required by law 
that he had not while he was so dropped engaged in the rebellion or 
actively sympathized therewith. He refused to take that oath; he 
refused to make the application to the bureau for reasons that were 
satisfactory, I have no doubt, to himself; but having failed to apply 
to the officer of the Government who under the law had the right to 
restore him, the committee felt, and I still feel, that if he applies to 
Congress for relief he should only obtain such relief as is awarded to 
all those who are within the class to which he belongs. If he wants 
arrears, or desires to be paid during the period for which he was 
dropped, the law points out how he can obtain that. If he does not 
see fit to avail himself of that but comes to Congress for reliet, the 
relief that we grant should be from the passage of the act, the same 
as all others are treated. , 

Upon those grounds I hope that the Senate will sustain the report 
of the committee, and allow this man a pension only from the time 
when the bill passes. at 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the Senator from Kansas sits down, 
wish to ask him a question if he will allow me. What is there 1 this 
case to distinguish it from other cases of like kind? 

Mr. INGALLS. Nothing that I know of. ; ‘ho 

Mr. CONKLING. Am I to infer, then, that if all the pensioners = 
because of taking part in the rebellion were dropped from en . 
come to Congress asking restoration, within the precedent of this 
case, they should be restored ? 


Mr. INGALLS. I can see no reason why, if all those who wer 
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1 ned come to Congress for relief if this act passes, they cannot 

( «17) ( i * . a °49 ° . 
In PP as a precedent under which they would be entitled to claim 

l. rear luring the period for which they were dropped under the 
neration of the statute. 


te CONKLING. Mr. President, that makes this bill rather a large 


" —» and this report for so brief & One comes to Mean a great deal. 
‘iy WITHERS. There is a provision of law which passed here 
d or four Years ago which restores to the roll those who had been 
or INGALLS. But this man declined to bring himself within the 
k ~tong of that statute ; he preferred to come to Congress for relief. 
a Mr. CALL. The Senator from Kansas will pardon me for saying 
Q “+ the proper expression would be that he omitted to doso. He 
i ~y vot decline. ‘There is no evidence that he declined or refused to 
6 %% ‘He simply failed or omitted to do it, either by negligence or 
r erwise. While I am on the floor I will say to the Senator from 
vew York that the evidence in this case clearly established the fact 
a+ this wan was a loyal man. 
, \r, CONKLING. Mr. President, I would like in the briefest time 
' “ooderstand and to have other Senators understand this bill. Iam 
enosed to think that I ascribe some unreal importance to it, and I 
; sha Senator from Kansas to correct my impression if I do. 
fedue the acts of Congress, in a word, not following the language, 
ae who participated in the rebellion fell from the pension-rolls. 
-didso because of an act which described residents of insur- 


nary States; bat there was a saving provision in that act; 
mely those who dissented from the movement which had ingulfed 
ose States, upon Saying so on oath, regained or retained their place 
the pension-rolls. This pensioner having thus been dropped 
mitted or refused to do so; I make no contest with the honorable 
Senate rfrom Florida between these words; I do not conceive them to 
eat allimportant. Upon coming into the Senate after my creden- 
3 have been presented, I may take the oath of office and become a 
tor: and if I do not do so, the distinction between that omission 
nd aretusal to do so becomes somewhat shadowy. This pensioner 
) ther omitted knowingly—because the law imputes knowledge to 
ry map, and it is one of the maxims of the law that no man is ex- 
sed because of ignorance of the law—or refused to do the required 
What was that? To say on his oath that he did not actively 
cipate in orsympathize with the rebellion. Such being the state 
se, it is proposed by this bill to import back into the list of pen- 
ers the name of this former pensioner; and the honorable Sen- 
rfrom Kansas with entire candor says that he does not see after 
sact shall be adopted why it will not as a precedent open the door 
ud establish the right in so far as the action of Congress can estab- 
t in the instance of every man like this man dropped from the 
sion-rolls, in a word, because he took part against the Govern- 
ent in the recent civil war. 

Mr. President, if it is designed to say that all those who thus lost 
their footing as pensioners are to be put back; that their sing, if sins 
‘were, though they were as scarlet, are to be made white as wool 
un thisregard, I humbly submit that it would be more orderly, more 
lecorous to do it by some general declaration adequate in its terms in 
this respect, and professing on its face the great measure of, what I 
trust without offense I may call, magnanimity which it would carry 
with it, than to take an isolated case in a bill of a half-dozen lines 
supported by a report of eight or ten lines half of which relates to 
verbal amendments, and allow from sosmall an acorn as this so large 

ind spreading an oak to grow. 

I do not mean at this time to express, if I have one, an opinion on 
‘he propriety and expediency of such a change of the pension laws. 
The point I speak to is more especially one of method, and I submit 
‘o Senators on the one side or on the other who may favor a change 
i the pension laws that it should be done openly; it should be done 
expressly ; it should be done so that all may see it; and it should not 
done by the Senate putting its finger between the belt and the 
wheel in a single case in order that it may be drawn in entirely in 
irogress of time, there being no particular act and no particular day 
‘o which attention can be turned when this somewhat radical revo- 

ition of policy is to be effected. 

Mr. President, are we proceeding under an order of business ac- 
nh to which an objection carries over a bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) The Chair 
‘nderstands from the Chief Clerk that the Calendar has been post- 
poned until to-morrow, and that the present bill was taken up under 
' vote adopted by the Senate to proceed to its consideration. The 
‘hair supposes, therefore, that it is not liable to objection. 
__Mr. CONKLING, Then I venture to suggest to the Senator from 
‘irginia, having as I believe charge of this bill, whether it might not 
aol and well to allow it to be passed over in order that the 
set bills to which no objection will be made may go through, and 
ph that. Senators on either side may form and if they choose 
itt. WITH ene as to the expediency of this legislation. 
passed ov HERS, I have no objection individually to the case being 
Cover; Lam merely the representative of the Committee on 


tho 


they 





| rs ‘ons. The bill was passed over once before when called up, on 
~ .,Jotion of the Senator from Florida, who feels a special interest 

."*t, and who is now opposing the amendment of the committee. I 
. ‘ee * Will be entirely agreeable to him if it be passed over to-day. 
“ts CALL. I have no desire that this bill shall obstruct action on 





the other pension bills. I scarcely think the honorable Senator from 
New York will persist in his opposition to this particular case when 
he finds that it rests upon peculiar ground. This is a case of a man 
who, by the evidence, has committed no offense. It is not the case 
of a man who sympathized with the southern or confederate side . i 
is a man who was loyal to the Government of the United States, and 
who was so known throughout the country; that was his reputa- 
tion—an old man unable to render any service, diseased through the 
whole war, deaf and crippled, and always a Union man, though a 
resident of the Southern States at the time. 

If we admit that by virtue of some supposed conscientious scruple 
as to swearing, which I do not know to be the case, he declined to 
swear that he never had any sympathy with those engaged in the 
confederate cause; if through ignorance of the trueimport of the oath 
or the meaning that was attached to it, he omitted or failed or even 
refused to take the oath, I ask the honorable Senator from New York 
if it is within the terms of this statute which prescribes disloyalty as 
the condition of being stricken from the pension-rolls, what reason, 
I would ask the honorable Senator who has expressed so forcibly his 
own views on the subject, would there be for depriving a strictly 
loyal man opposing in opinion the action of his own people and dis- 
abled by reason of wounds and disease from moving out of that coun 
try, from receiving this little pittance which he was entitled to under 
the absolute terms of the laws as they now stand and have ever stood ? 
I have no objection to the bill standing over, but I still hope to re- 
ceive the aid of the Senator from New York, because this applicant 
has a right, I think, to consideration from him and the other side of 
this House. 

Mr. WITHERS. I move that the bill be passed over without preju- 
dice in order that we may proceed to the consideration of other cases. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Virginia moves 
that the further consideration of the bill be postponed until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. . 

WILLIAM HAMILL. 

Mr. WITHERS. I now move to proceed to the consideration of 
House bill No. 3752. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 3788) granting an 
increase of pension to William Hamill. It authorizes the Secretary 
of the Interior to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of William Hamill, 
late sergeant Company E, One hundred and seventeenth Regiment 
Illinois Volunteers, at the rate of $18 per month. 

Mr. INGALLS. The title of that bill would indicate that Hamill 
was already on the roll; and if that is the case, unless there is some 
amendment to the bill providing that this pension shall be in lieu of 
the pension now received by him, he will be entitled to a duplicate 
pension; I call the attention of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
BROWN ] to that fact in order that the matter may be cleared up to 
the satisfaction of the Senate. 

Mr. WITHERS. The report had better be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. BROWN 
January 7, 1881: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 3788) 
granting a pension to William Hamill, have examined the same, and report that 
the evidence satisfies the committee that the applicant received a gunshot wound in 
his elbow, in battle, that made his arm stiff and caused it to wither, and renders his 
disability equivalent to the loss of his arm, and therefore the committee recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hold in my hand the House report in this case, 


which states that this claimant— 

was pensioned from January 25, 1865, at $5 per month. This rate was increased to 
$38 per month from July 18, 1866, and again to $14 from April 2, 1573, and reduced 
to $10 per month in 1875, on account of the construction of the law hereinafter re 
ferred to, by the Pension Office; and the application of the claim for increase of 
his pension to $18 per month was rejected, because the Commissioner of Pensions 
holds that, notwithstanding the claimant's disability ‘‘is permanent, it is not per 
manent and specific,’ and the Commissioner says ‘‘a specific disability is one which 
is specifically described in the law, such as the loss of hands or feet,’ & 

Mr. INGALLS. Then the title of the bill is evidently right, and I 
move to amend—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is to increase the pension. 

Mr. INGALLS. I move to amend by adding to the bill the words 
“which pension shall be in lieu of that now received by him,” in 
order that he may not be twice placed on the roll. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The bill says— 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
zones on the pension roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension 
aws, the name of William Hamill, late sergeant Company E, One hundred and 


seventeenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, at the rate of $18 per month, from and 
after the passage of this act. 


i 







‘*Tn lieu of the pension he is now receiving,” it is proposed to add 

Mr. WITHERS. The increase will only date from the passage of 
the act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Kansas move 
the amendment he has indicated ? 

Mr. INGALLS. I do move it. 

Mr. WITHERS. I would suggest to the Senator from Kansas that 
the effect of the amendment will be to send the bill back to the 
House; and as practically the same result is reached, in my judg- 
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ment, by the present phraseology of the bill, I hope he will with- 
draw the amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. The effect of the bill as it now stands without the 
amendment will be to place him again on the roll. Heis there already 
at $10 a month. This bill provides that Mr. Hamill shall be placed 
on the rolls at $18 a month, and the construction of these statutes by 
the Commissioner of Pensions is that they take precedence of assign- 


made. 

Mr. WITHERS. If the Senator insists on it, I shall not object. 

Mr. INGALLS. I certainly will not insist on the amendment as 
against the wish of the chairman of the committee. If he thinks 
the bill is sufficient, I will withdraw the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is withdrawn. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| a pension to Hulda L. Barnard was considered ag in Comn 


Mr. COCKRELL. Do I understand the Senator from Kansas to | 


say that under this bill this pensioner will be placed again upon the 
pension roll and receive his $18 and his $10 too that he is already 
receiving ? 

Mr. INGALLS. That is my understanding of 


Mr. COCKRELL. If that is the law, I shall move the amendment. 


| Hulda L. Barnard, widow of Henry B. Barnard, late captain of 


FEBRUARY 10, 


~ oni 
JACOB GINDER, 


Mr. WITHERS. I move to take up House bill No, 2002 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 3002 
a pension to Jacob Ginder was considered as in Committe. 
Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll the ng os 
Ginder, father of David H. Ginder, deceased, late a ¢ 


& Captair 


cry 


ime of ,J 


ae | pany I, Eighty-first Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers 
ments under the general law. The amendment plainly ought to be | 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third read 
the third time, and passed. 
HULDA L. BARNARD. 
Mr. WITHERS. I move to take up House bill No. 192 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 10: prant 
the Whole. It provides for placing on the pension-ro]] hes 


lame of 
pany K, Second New York Mounted Rifles, and for paying | 


; d ae : : ler a} 
sion from January 10, 1377, at the rate received by her hy 


us Al 


| his life-time. 


Mr. INGALLS. But the Senator from Virginia does not agree 


with me. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair understand the Sen- 


ator from Missouri to move an amendment ? 
Mr. COCKRELL. I renew the amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas. 
The Curer CLERK. The amendment is at t 
add ‘which pension shall be in lieu of that now received by him.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


} 


| strike out the words “in his life-time” and insert “ at th 


: : 
he end of the Dill to | 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 


read a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed 


DALTON HINCHMAN, 


Mr. WITHERS. The next case is House bill No. 1623. Imove that 
it be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 1628) granting 
a pension to Dalton Hinchman was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides for placing on the pension-roll the name of Dalton 
Hinchman, late a private in Company G, Second Michigan Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM HAZELIi 


it up. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 2030) granting : 
. v. . . . . . 4 . ©. 
pension to William Hazelit was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides for placing on the pension-roll the nameof William 


Mr. INGALLS. I see that bill proposes to grant arrears fo; 
years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. DAWEs in the chair.) Tha, 
an amendment proposed by the committee which has not heey 

Mr. INGALLS. I beg pardon. 


The amendment of the Committee on Pensions was, in line 10. ; 


wen T ; 
read 


death.’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PLATT. Does the amendment which has been adonteg 
the pension commence from the passage of the act? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read as amena 
The Corer CLERK. The bill, as amended, reads: 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and ; 
to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the 


| laws, the name of Hulda L. Barnard, widow of Henry B. Barnard, late ; 


Company K, Second New York Mounted Rifles, and pay her a pension fr : 
uary 10, 1877, at the rate received by her husband, Captain Henry 3. Barr 
the time of his death. ; 
Mr. PLATT. That leaves the bill open to the same objecti 
Mr. INGALLS. The amendment does not relieve the objection 
Mr. WITHERS. I move to amend by striking out that port 
which fixes the pension to commence at the date of the death of t 
party and substituting ‘‘from and after the passage of this act 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. KERNAN. As I understand, the committee reported ¢] 


| giving her a pension from January, 1377. 
Mr. WITHERS. The next is Senate bill No. 2030. Imovetotake | - 
| mittee altered the phraseology. 


Hazelit, late a private in Company A, Twelfth Regiment Kansas Vol- | TU i ¢ 
| of pension on special acts. 


unteers. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a | u 
| ments were concurred in. 


third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MRS. ELIZABETH UPRIGHT. 


Mr. WITHERS. The next is House bill No. 1107. I move to take | 


it up 


1 


Mrs. Elizabeth Upright, of Rockford, Iowa, who sent eleven sons 
into the Union Army, and to pay her a pension at the rate per month 
now allowed to parents for the loss of children upon whom such 
parents were dependent. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN PATTERSON, 


Mr. WITHERS. The next bill I wish taken up is Senate bill No. 
1892. I move that it be considered. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 1892) granting a | 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 1107) granting | 
a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Upright was considered as in Committee | 
of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll the name of | 


pension to John Patterson was considered as in Committee of the | 


Whole. It provides for placing on the pension-roll the name of 
John Patterson, late a corporal in Company B, Third Regiment Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry in the war with Mexico. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARTHA NEIL. 

Mr. WITHERS. The next is House bill No, 2548. I move to take 
it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 2548) granting 
a pension to Martha Neil wasconsidered as in Committeeof the Whole. 
It provides for placing the name of Martha Neil, mother of James 


| amendment, after the word “ volunteers,” in line 7, to strike out th 





> 


Mr. WITHERS. That was the House report, but the Senat 


Mr. KERNAN. Is there not a reason for the bill as fixed | 
House ? 

Mr. WITHERS. None whatever that will override the unifor 
rule of action of the Senate Committee on Pensions who report arrears 


1 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amet 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, and the b 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN AMMAHOE. 

Mr. WITHERS. I move to take up Senate bill No. 1:2 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of th 
Vhole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 1826) granting a pension 
to Mohammed Kahn, otherwise John Ammahoe. It provides for plac- 
ing on the pension-roll the name of Mohammed Kahn, otherwise John 
Ammahoe, late private in Company E, Forty-third Regiment New 


: S A ; 3 . : cam the 
York Volunteers, his pension to date from his discharge trom ta 


| service. 


7 ° ‘ . sane with af 
The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 


the 
L 


words “his pension to date from his discharge from said service, ane 
on account of disability incurred in said service.” 

The amendment was agreed to. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amet 


| ment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 


| third time, and passed. 


Neil, deceased, late a private of Company E, of the One hundred and | 


fourteenth Regiment of Pennsylvania Infantry Volunteers, on the 
pension-roll. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL, 
Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, the time has arrived for tas bg 
we iv 


up the Post-Office appropriation bill. I ask that it be laid 
the Senate. ia 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The morning hour has expire¢. | 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Senator from Pennsylvania wi!) 4 
the Senator from Virginia to proceed with the pension bills. 
Mr. WALLACE. Let the appropriation bill be taken up and te 
laid aside informally. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a mere form. 
Mr. WALLACE. I want the billlaid before the Senat al 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Senate | 
unfinished business of yesterday, which is the bill (H. R. No. 097 


w 
) 
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appropriations for the service of the Post-Ofiice Department 
g ay ear ending June 30, 12882, and for other purposes. 

-tha fiscal ath “> . . 1 ° . 

; WITHERS Now I hope the Senator from Pennsylvania will 
vr. W 4 


to me. SS iia 
Me WALLACE. Ix ield informally. 
I emer " ‘PICER ta ankad th —— : — 
PRESIDING OFFIC ER. It 1S a ked that The appropriation 
laid aside for the consideration of pension bills. Is there 
» The Chair hears none. 
ROSALIE LOUIS. 
we WITHERS. I move that the Senate proc eed to the consider- 
of House bill No. 4887. : 
ation was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Mmouve we = . m . os , 
nroceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 4887) granting a 
; Rosalie Louis. It proposes to place on the pension-roll the 
tn of Rosalie Louis, widow of Peter Louis, late of Company B, First 
yme of osat es : 
| States Sharpshooters. 

1] was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
+ after the word “ sharpshooters,” in line 7, to strike out: 
ion to commence from the date of the death of the soldier, April 21, 1876, 
the same sum per month as was received by the deceased soldier at 

of his death. 
amendment was agreed to. 
pill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 

+ was concurred in. x 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read 


At 


rd time. si hy 

. hill was read the third time, and passed. 
The bill we 

JAMES FORSYTH HARRISON. 

Mr WITHERS. I move to take up House bill No. 3487. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
hole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 3487) granting a pen- 
n to James Forsyth Harrison. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

, third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

RICHARD P. TAYLOR. 

Mr. WITHERS. I move to take up House bill No. 799. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H.R. No. 799) granting a pen- 

to Richard P. Taylor. It proposes to place on the pension-roll 

ie name of Richard P. Taylor, late a private Company E, Thirty- 
{th Illinois Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

: third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

THOMAS H. CANFIELD. 


Mr. WITHERS. I move next to take up Senate bill No. 1885. 
[he motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
le, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 1885) granting a pension 
Thomas H. Canfield. It proposes to place on the pension-roll the 
f Thomas H. Canfield, father of Thomas S. Canfield, late cor- 
ral of Company C, Thirtieth Regiment of Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
rd reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ALBERT L. JACK. 
Mr. WITHERS. I move to take up House bill No. 2123. 
_ The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No, 2123) granting a pen- 
ion to Albert L. Jack. It provides for placing on the pension-roll 
the name of Albert N. Jack, late a private in Company B, Eleventh 
indiana Cavalry. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
t a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
The Committee on Pensions propose to amend the title so as to read: 
A bill granting a pension to Albert N. Jack.” 
he amendment was agreed to. 
ROBERT S. GOODALL. 
Mr. WITHERS, I move next to take up House bill No. 624. 
mu motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
"hole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 624) granting a pen- 
“on to Robert S$. Goodall. It proposes to place the name of Robert 
». Goodall, late first-class pilot in the United States Navy, in the 
> Ssissippi squadron, on the pension-roll, at a rate proportionate to 
8 disability, to be fixed at the Pension Office ; the pension to com- 
a ian date of the discharge of Goodall from the service of the 
. OLaATeS, 
: The bill was reported by the Committee on Pensions with an amend- 
“ent, after the word “pension-rolls,” in line 6, to strike out “ata 
said proportionate to his disability, to be fixed at the Pension Office ; 
ve. Sion to commence at the date of the discharge of said Good- 
‘enmeate elfen of the United States” and to insert in lieu thereof 
Mie BECK a and limitations of the pension laws. 
bill ag * sense - 10pe the committee will not insist on amending the 
which she. me reported todo. I have their report in my hand, 
the report se amunoely that the man is entirely disabled and that 
Deas Wag deanna the assistant surgeon as to the cause of his ill- 
malicions Good pm malice. It is clearly shown to have been 
gives the reli ail was a good oflicer, and I think the House bill 
relief he is entitled to. I ask the Senator from Maryland, 











Mr. GROOME, ] whose report I have in my hand, whether such is not 
he case. I do not want to take time. 

Mr. WITHERS. I wish simply to state that while the weight of 
evidence is clearly in the direction indicated by the Senator from 
Kentucky, there are certain depositions in the case which leave j 
questionable, and the committee did not think it proper to grant him 
arrears, 

Mr. GROOME. I would say a word in reply to the question of the 
Senator from Kentucky. I agreo as a rule with the committee that 
it is unsafe to give arrears by special act, inasmuch as many of these 
cases are cases which depend upon equitable principles and in which 
the Commissioner has clearly decided right under the law, and it is 
hard for the committee to draw a distinct line between the cases in 
which pensions are given by special act for the reason that the Com- 
missioner has clearly erred in the opinion of the committee, and cases 
in which the right is doubtful. I haveno hesitation whatever in say- 
ing after examining carefully this case in committee, that if there is 
any case whatever in which a pension to date back ought to be 
granted by special act, it is this case. Ufeel that the facts in this 
case plainly indicate that this particular pensioner lost the obtain- 
ment of his pension at the Pension Office because of the malignity of 
one of the officers of the Government upon the vessel of which he 
was an otlicer, 

The facts as found by the House committee and as also found by 
the Senate committee show that the assistant surgeon upon this ves 
sel was the personal enemy of this man, and it is testified by a num 
ber of officers upon the vessel and by the privates on the vessel that 
he made a false entry upon the log or journal of the vessel, that this 
man was attacked with pneumonia as the result of the excessive use 
of alcoholic spirits, when the truth was that he was a sober, faithful, 
useful, and eflicient officer, and the charge was utterly untrue and 
utterly malicious. But for this falsehood there can be no doubt what- 
ever that this man would have obtained his pension at the Pension 
Office in the regular manner and would have been entitled to arrears. 

Such are the facts of the case; and if the Senate proposes to make 
any exception whatever to the rule adopted by the Senate Commit- 
tee on Pensions that arrears of pensions are not to be granted by 
special act, then I concede most cheerfully to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky that this is a proper case forthisexception. Atthe same time, 
if the Senate is willing to be governed by arule about the matter, 
I think it would be very well, although it is a case of great hard- 
ship to this particular citizen, that the rule of the Senate committee 
should be adhered to and that arrears of pension should not be granted. 
I feel, however, bound to give the Senator from Kentucky the advan- 
tage of the statement I have made after a full and thorough exami- 
nation. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I would suggest to the chairman of 
the committee and also to the Senator from Kentucky whether it 
would not be better to pass over this case, as it is likely to excite a 
discussion which will bring up the whole question whether the Sen- 
ate under any circumstances will grant arrears of pensions by a special 
act. That question cannot be disposed of except with a somewhat 
extended discussion. I would suggest, therefore, that this case be 
passed over by consent, as was the case of the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. WITHERS. 1 am perfectly willing it shall take that course 
myself. 

Mr. BECK. That will be the last of it thissession. If not disposed 
of now, there is no chance for it. 

Mr. WITHERS. We can call it up again. There is one thing cer- 
tain, that we cannot consent to the granting of arrears of pensions 
in these cases by special acts without a more protracted debate than 
I feel authorized to intrude upon the present consideration of the ap- 
propriation bill, as I merely hold the tloor now by the courtesy of the 
Senator who has charge of that bill. 

Mr. BECK. The case is so extraordinary and so fair that I do not 
like to let it go, and if the Senator will call it up again 

Mr. WITHERS. I will say to the Senator from Kentucky that 
there is scarcely a case of a pension granted by these special acts in 
which the same claim is not made. Some cases, of course, are much 
stronger than others; the equities are stronger in some cases than in 
others ; but in each and every case the friends of the parties think 
they are entitled to arrears of pension. 

Mr. BECK. I suppose it is better for the applicant to let the 
amendmeat pass and go on. 

Mr. WITHERS. I think so. 

Mr. BECK. If that is not done, I fear the bill will be lost alto 
gether. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment. 

The question being put, the Chair declared that the noes appeared 
to prevail. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to inquire of the Chair whether this amend- 


[ 
t 





ment is the amendment recommended by the committee, cutting off 


arrears. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands it to be the 
amendment recommended by the committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It appears to me that it would be very extraor 
dinary for the Senate after having cut off arrears in a good many of 
the pension cases that we have already passed, now to allow arrears 
in this case. We ought to adopt one rule that should apply to every- 
body alike. I think I am safe in saying that. 
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OT this act; SO aS TO Make LHe set ad: 


the Interior be, and he is hereby, di to place upon 
rate of $8 per month, the name of En Meenan, widow of 
late a corporal in Company } Regiment Dela- 
ware Volunteers; al es of Mary Meenan, Willian an, George Mee 
nan, and Edward Meenan, minor children of the said M Meenan, deceased, 
at the rate of #2 each per i onth, the said ype nsions to be vable to the parties here- 
nbefore named from and after the passage of this act 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, ] 
tionof the Senate that I may 
ment ought not to be adopted. 

On the 26th of February, 1879, the bill for the re- 
lief of these parties just as the other House passed this bill the other 
day. The measure therefore had received the approval of the Senate 
that the widow and orphan children of this poor and brave man who 
ost his right arm at Gettysburgh and had from the Government a 
pension at the time of his death, his death being the result of his 
wounds, should have his pension from the day of his death. This 
woman has struggled in poverty ; she has kept these little children 
by the labor of her own hands; they are still of tender years; their 
father gave his life in the cause of his country; and the Senate have 
approved the bill that continues this poor pension to the widow and 
children after his death. 

That was the bill of 1579 passed by this body. The House of Rep- 
resentatives passed the identical bill. It comes back now and is pro- 
osed to be amended by the committee by dating the pension from 
e date of the act and not giving it from the day of this man’s death. 
t is necessary In this case to pass a special bill; the general pension 
law does not provide for it, and therefore when we pass the special 
bill it is not in conflict with any general law; it in conflict 
with any general principle, but it seems it is in conflict with a rule 
which has been made by the committee upon this subject of arrears 
Here is a small sum for those who need it, in the name 
of one who earned it, and therefore I trust the Senate will not throw 
this bill at this stage of the session back into the House. It is add- 
ing months that are weary months, that are months of delay, of pain, 
and of suffering to these poor people, and I beg that the Senate will 
not here ten days before the adjournment throw such a bill back into 
the House for the sake of amending it in this particular. 

Mr. WITHERS. I have simply to say in reply to the remarks of 
the Senator from Delaware that the bill as it stanc in conflict 

ith any law or any principle, bat in my opinion it does conflict di- 
rectly with a principle which has controlled the Senate committee in 

ction on these cases and that principle is that in every special 
act granting a pension there must necessarily be a defect in the proof 
or there would be nonecessity for applying to Congress for its action. 
If the proof had been clear and conclusive that the death of this sol- 
dier was caused by his wounds at Gettysburgh, and that his death was 
clearly traceable to that cause, as the Senator alleges, why the ne- 
cessity of applying to Congress for aspecial act? The pension would 
have been granted in the Pension Bureau, and in this, as in every 
other special act, there is a defect in evidence, and consequently that 
principle is involved in the action of the Senate committee in declin- 
ing to grant arrears, 
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Mr. BAYARD. I submit to the Senator that it ' 
supported by two reports in the two Houses. There} 
ever,as stated by the Senator from New Jersey 
from the Comm on Pensions in his report of the 
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And the Senate report is directly to the 
Mr. WITHERS. 
which occasioned this man’s death and the wounds rec. 
had clearly demonstrated, as the Senator ' 
would never have to Congress for a pensio; 
granted at the Bureau of But the 1 
ties, the ical referees and others, pronounced 
claim 1 not proved to 
therefore she had to apply to Congress for relief 
Mr. BAYARD. It isa very strange thing that two commit, 
been found to reverse the facts stated by the honorable Senate, 
Mr. WITHERS. Not We very frequently fir 
to be the case. ; ; 


Mr. MCPHERSON. As a member of a sub-committé 
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If the connection between the disease of t 
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vecause this connection was 


at all strange. 


( 
mittee on Pensions, I reported the House bill back to the 
pure and simple, without amendment, believing as I did tha 
timony was overwhelming in favor of the fact that this 
these children were entitled to apension. A rule of t] 
mittee on Pensions declining to give arrears 
special act caused the committee to instruct me to report the } 
the Senate with the amendment. I believe that if there js g 
that stands entirely alone with respect to its justice, t] 
This poor widow has protected and supported these depend 
children ; one of them I think is only five years of age, and their 
range from five to twelve. She has supported them { 
years, and she asks now and the House bill proposes that the 


of pension i 


LOT 
© pens 
be granted to her from the death of her husband, dating from th: 
1876. I believe it to be just, and I shall vote in favor of granting ; 
pension to this needy widow and these orphan childrer 7 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the reading of the 
as to see whether it sustains the speech he has just made or 1 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I will state for the information of t! 
from Missouri, that contrary to my expectation I find that the 1 
as printed is not as full as it was sent to the Printer. Some portio 
of the report has accidentally been omitted, but I can supply I thin! 
anything that the report lacks with respect to the facts ther 
tioned. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Here is a copy of the report; let 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted | 
PHERSON on the 28th of January, 1881: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
granting pensions to the widow and minor children of M 
submit the following report: 

The deceased was enlisted on the Ist day of July, 1861, and 
18th day of April, 1864, on account of the amputation of his rig 
cessary by a wound received at the battle of Gettysburgh, for wl] 
pension up to the time of his death. 

Dr. Johnson, who attended Meenan, stated in his evidenc« 
ity had been so much reduced by the excessive loss of blood 
tation, and a subsequent disease of the bowels while still in 
unable to resist a pulmonary disease following an attack of 
physicians certify to the same fact. 

The committee recommend the passage of the bill as amende: 

Mr. CALL. I hope the Senate will not concur in the amendment 
proposed by the committee. It seems to me such a proposition Is e1 
tirely without reason. 
a@ great many cases not to grant arrears; but why 
tion in the case of widows and orphans? The law provides that 
the case of a man entitled to a pension he shall have it and have ' 
rears; but if his widow and orphans come before the Commissione! 
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the Commissioner decides adversely on the evidence, and they appe® 


to Congress, and they decide that there is sufficient evidence 
case, that the Commissioner erred, the committee hold that int! 
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of a woman and her children, the orphans and widow of a deceasee 


soldier, shall not have the arrears which the man himself woul’, 

his dependent relatives, have had, which the express provision 0! 
. . -~ »: : af }- 

statute says is duethem. By section 4718 it is provided: 

If any pensioner has died or shall hereafter die; or if any person -— xi, 
pension, having an application therefor pending, has died o1 shall hereafter © 
widow, or if there is no widow, the child or children of such person a 
of sixteen years, shall be entitled to receive the accrued pension to the date (} ™ 
of such person. 


The committee haveadopted a rule that if the Commissioner ce 


upon the evidence that a person is entitled to a pension, 
ceive arrears ; but if the committee decide that the Commissi a 
Pensions erred in his opinion, and that upon the evidence he shou! 
have granted the pension, in that case the pension shall 


to the children and widow of the deceased soldier from 


oner ¢ 


he shall re- 
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not be giveD 


the date o 
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+h but only from the passage of the law. They thus make the 
dean dake of the Commissioner in deciding on the weight of evidence 








for depriving the widow and children and perhaps the orphans of | 
sox On ee eoldier of the arrears or accrued pension whic h the law gives them. 
lary em that there is no reason in the distinction which the com- 
ss i ake: it is contrary to the express purpose and provision of 
“ ~ and the honorable chairman of the Committee on Pensions 
2Ww, om 


reat ability and his great zeal to do justice to the pensioners | 
sha Government, cannot point out a single reason why those 


| 
‘ See : | 
‘hove all others should be the beneficiaries of the law and of the | 
.r the obligation of the Government, the widows and children | 
‘sqased soldiers and aged pensioners, should not have the benetit | 
nrovisiol. Why give arrears to those who are in the prime of | 
oy it to the widows and the orphan children of the de- 
‘a soldiers? There can be no reason for the proposition that when 
yb» Committee on Pensions have decided that the ( ‘omimissioner erred, 
HY -herin the application of the law orin deciding on the weight of the 
re ee noe, they should refuse to do what the law in all other cases does, 
he ep pension to the widow and children from the date of his death, 
- nding bis accrued pension. ; 
+ enbmit to the Senate and to Senators who so earnestly defend the 
‘its of soldiers to these arrears of pension that when a soldier dies 
+h an accrued pension due him, and when the law vests by express | 
on aright to that accrued pension in his widow and children, and 
noress decides that upon the evidence the widow and children 
vvea right to the continuance of his pension, neither the committee 
w¢he Senate nor Congress have the right to deprive the widow 
iI children of the accrued pension. If there is a vested right any- 
tee chere it is in such a Case. The law prescribes the conditions upon 


tes vhich the soldier and, after his death, his widow and children shall 


f aet 


d reiuse 


ence, 


an have a pension. 


These conditions and the means by which they are proved are en- 
any rely distinct. The conditions upon which the law vests the pen- 
one cannot be changed by an error of the Commissioner or any one 

n deciding on the weight of evidence, and when the committee 
| the Senate decide that these conditions of fact do exist, that 
fa soldier died of wounds or disease incurred in the service and in 
res he line of duty, and when in such a case, at the time of his death, 
01 ere ig an accrued pension due him, or when the law prescribes that 
sio! the widow’s or childrens’ pension shall commence from his death, | 
real is it not apparent that the committee having found the fact of mili- | 

tary service, of death from wounds or disease incurred in the serv- 

e and in the line of duty, they cannot with any reason nor without 

lating a vested right say, ‘‘ True it is, the soldier died of disease or | 
ounds received in the service and in the line of duty ; the law gives 
ator s widow in such a case a pension dating from his death, but inas- 
nort mucb as the Commissioner has, in the judgment of the Senate, failed 
‘ion to decide this case according to the law, the widow and the orphan 
ink shall by this fault or failure of the Commissioner be deprived of their 
\el- right under the law.” There is neither reason nor justice in such a | 
proposition, and I hope that the Senate will not sustain it by their | 

ote on this amendment. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, every case which comes before the | 
if Senate in which arrears of pension are asked is represented to be a 

peculiar case. Now, I apprehend that almost all of these cases stand | 
) about on the same ground. The Senate has declined heretofore, it | 
sed has declined to-day, to allow the principle of granting arrears where | 

We pass a special act giving a pension toobtain. It didit in the case | 
1 advocated by the Senator from Kentucky, which it seems to me was | 
da fully as meritorious a case as this. Any one who has been on the 

Pensions Committee knows how hard it is for a member of that com- 
nittee to resist the appeals which are made to his sympathy; but | 
was there ought to be some rule about this, and the Senate has heretofore | 
ther alopted the rule in the consideration of all cases, so far as I know, 
that In granting pensions by special act they shall be made to com- 
mence from the date of the passage of the act. 








ent Mr EDMUNDS. That has been the rule for fifteen years to my 
el knowledge, e 
y in Mr. PLATT. It has been the rule, as suggested by the Senator from | 
inc- Vermont, for fifteen years. Now, if we break over it in one case, no | 
tir matter how strongly that case may appeal to our sympathies, that is 


th 


the end of the rule, and it must inevitably open the gates through 
which will pour an innumerable list of applications. If this pension | 
pe ‘to be granted to go back of the passage of the act, I have in my | 
ind a case in which I have been appealed to this very morning, 


wl 





cate uich I can present here, I believe with stronger reason why arrears 
— * pension should be granted, and it seems to me that the Senate 
i | 


lace the question in this way: either refuse arrears in all cases, | 





tue or 


Topen the door in all cases. 
é Most of the pensions granted by special act amount to little more | 
» ai gratuity pensions. They are like this case where it is insisted 
wat the pneumonia of which the soldier died resulted from the loss 
“ais arm at the battle of Gettysburgh. Medical men to whom that 
liestion might be referred would, I think, say that it was impossible, 





ides ates medical men have been found to say that in their opinion it | 
| re- melieal been 80. The Commissioner of Pensions, relying upon the | 
r ot death ean ety in the Pension Office, decides that the cause of 
puld oun nnot be traced to the wound received in service. — The appli- | 
iven that ante here to Congress; we give her the benefit of any doubt 
e of may exist on that subject, and we give her a pension. That is | 





| all there is of it. It is little more than a bare gratuity pension; 
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but we recognize her need; we recognize the services of her husband, 
and, if there be any doubt in the case, we say we will grant her a 
pension by special act. As I said before, it seems to me we must 
stand firm in resisting these appeals to our sympathies, or w 
open the door in all such cases. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have asked the Secretary to furnish me t] 
original papers in this case. I desire to submit them to the Senate 
There seems to be a contradictory view of the evidence and the facts 
in this case taken even by members of the committee, and it is only 
fair that the Senate should have the benefit of the testimony upon 
which these different reports were made. My friend from New Jer 
sey makes a speech ; it is very beautiful, it is pathetic, it is touching, 
but he has a written report here, and the facts stated in his speech 
are not stated in the report. I want to know upon what I am to act, 
whether upon the speech made to-day or upon the report made here- 
totore? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I supposed the Senator fully understood me 
when I rose in my place and stated to him that the report was not 
very full,“and that I proposed to add something to the report from 
my recollection of the testimony, which should have appeared in the 
report itself, but accidentally had been left out. Therefore the Sena 
tor must not say that my speech and my report do not agree; but my 
speech was explanatory of the testimony. 

Mr. WITHERS. I recollect the case distinctly. The testimony of 
the attending physician was quoted in the report which has been 
read by the Senator from Delaware. The report, however, of the 
medical examiners and the medical referee was that there was no evi- 


e must 


| dence to sustain the connection between the injury received and the 


death of the person. The man lost his arm in 1864 and died in 1876 
twelve years afterward, of a disease following an attack of pneu- 
monia. The medical referee says that there is no connection proved 
between the injury and the disease. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Will the Senator yield to me a moment 

Mr. WITHERS. Certainly. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Willthe honorable chairman of the committee 
then tell me why the Committee on Pensions agreed te pension the 
widow immediately after the passage of this act if there was no con- 
nection whatever between the injury and the disease? If the man 
did not die from disease contracted in the service, then the Commit- 
tee on Pensions should not have brought in a report to grant his 
widow a pension at all. This case stands solely and entirely upon 
whether the Committee on Pensions will make this a case granting a 
pension to the widow from the year 1376, the date of the death of 
Corporal Meenan, or whether it will be granted after the passage of 
the act. I submit if this lady is not entitled toa pension at all, then 
the bill should not have been reported favorably for any amendment 
which the Senate might choose to make to it. 

Mr. WITHERS. I yielded to the Senator for a question or a remark 
and not for a speech; and the Senator might have saved himself the 
speech for I should have answered the point which he raises. The 
Senator wants to know why it is that the committee reported in favor 
of granting a pension at all if there was no connection established 
between the injury and the.disease. I quoted this evidence to show 
that there was a conilict of testimony upon the case, and that the con- 
nection was not clearly established between the injury received and 
the subsequent death of the person. The reason, I presume, which 
caused the Committee on Pensions to report favorably upon this ap- 
plication for a pension was, that they gave to this poor woman and 
her infant children the benefit of the doubt and allowed her to have 









| a pension, the right to which was not clearly established under the 


law. That was the reason, and the sole reason 

Mr. TELLER. Ishould like to ask the Senator what would be the 
amount if this pension is allowed? 

Mr. WITHERS. I have not calculated it, but it would run back 
over four years. It would be a certain amount for the widow and so 
much for her children. The committee, I will here say, have not 
been actuated by the amount of money involved in these cases, but 
they have acted upon the general principle which I have distinctly 
stated, that as there was always a defect in the character of the evi 
dence to sustain these applications for pension which requires then 
to come to Congress, in their judgment the provision in the arrears 
of-pensions actshould not apply to them, and that position issustained 
by the fact that when the arrears-of-pensions act was passed it was 
distinctly avowed and proclaimed upon the floor of the Senate that 


| its provisions should not apply to special cases. 


Mr. BECK. Ido not propose to discuss this question, but to say 
that in the case lately up, of Captain Robert 8. Goodall, notwith- 


| standing the very earnest, truthful, and vigorous statement made in 


behalf of Captain Goodall by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. 
GROOME, | I had to accept the amendment offered by the Committee 


| on Pensions, and I do not see how the committee can consent to any 


exception being made when they would not allow it in the case of 
Captain Goodall, who is a man now old, nearly blind, bed-ridden. I 


had to accept what the committee saw fit to give in order to keep hin 
from becoming an object of charity. I shall surely introduce a sep 
arate bill to give him arrears of pension, and shall endeavor to get it 
through the Senate; but I do not see if the rule is to be established 
how we can vary it in this or any other case and pass over that. I 
can understand very well (and for that reason I did not insist upon 


panties 
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ing the amendment in the other mmittee on 
Pensions, acting upon those cases that were not sufficiently clear to 
ll give the pension 


enable the Commissioner of Pensions to act, will give 
iow, reserving to each one hereafter the right to present a claim for 
If it is established that that is reserved, I believe 


ttee in all that class of cases, as being the 


reject case) how 


irrears of pension. 
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mily way in which the claimants can get anythin; cause if you 
bring up the question in one case it will come upin another. No more 
han the one in which I had t 
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Mr. WITHERS. I hope 
other pension bills on the Calendar, 


amenament ssea a iv- 


we shall proceed 
as the senat 
called for the papers in this case. 

Mr.COCKRELL. Iam very anxious to have the papersto settle t 
I have applied to the Secretary, and they are not 
I have applied to the clerk of the Committee on 
and he informs me that the papers have been returned to 
I have sent a telegram the Commissioner of 
I shall have them here 


. 
Ss 


Li 
in the 


’s office. 
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to 


Pension Ofiice. 


nsions to have them sent here. 

uickly as I can get them. 

Mr. WITHERS. Then I move that 

orarily, and that we proceed to the consideration o 
sion bill on the Calendar reported favorably. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the Senator will withdraw that motion. I 
un asking this for children who I know are needing this money. 
need bread. Their father gave his life, and his children are entitled 
to bread from the country ; and if they are to have half the loaf cut 
ff they had better have that. Therefore I beg the Senate to act on 
the amendment although I think it very unjust. 

Mr. WITHERS. If the Senator from Delaware 

endment shall be passed upon, and is wiiling 
mended, I withdraw the motion to lay it aside. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing t 
mendment of the Committee on Pensions. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be e1 frosse d, and 
a third time. 

The bill was read 


inst a 
USU a 
ju « 


the bill be sed over tem- 
the next pen- 


pea 
A 


agrees that tl 


1€ 
to accept the bill as 


+h 
» THe 


the bill tobe read 


the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM H. SCRIBNER. 
I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 


granting a 


Mr. WITHERS. 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. =59 
Scribner. 

The motion was agreed to; 
Whole, proceeded to « onside r the bill. 
of the Interior to place on the pension-ro] »name of William H. 
Scribner, late a private in Company E of the Third Regiment of New 
York Cavalry Volunteers. 


rhe bill was reported to the Senat ithout sndmen 


pension 


and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
} authorizes the Secretary 
I 
( 
t, ordered 


ELLEN M. GODFREY. 


} 
eed 


move that the Senate pro to 
. 1637) granting a sion to Ellen M. Godfrey. 
agreed to: and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
1 I he Secretary of 
Ellen M. God- 

of Company G, 
ibsequently First 


ty 


with an 


ovU per 


he te of 


1 
amend- 


read tne 


RANK KITZMILLER. 
that the 
granting 

The and the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bil It directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to place on the pension-roll the f Frank Kitzmiller, 
corporal Company H, Thirteenth Kansas Volunteers. 
Che bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be « 


third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


Senate proceed to the considera- 
o Frank Kitzmiller. 
n Committee of the 


Mr. WITHERS. I move 
the bill (S. No. 1763) 


was agreed to; 


lon ot a@ pension t 


+. ns . aa 
motion senate, as 


hame ¢ 


ngrossed for a 
MARTHA PORTER 
Mr. WITHERS. 


ter. 
The motion was agreed to ; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs the Secretary of the 


Interior to place on the pension-roll the name of Martha J. Porter, | 


They | 


to William H. | 


the considera- | 


om March 3, 


\ I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- | 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 2044) granting a pension to Martha J. Por- | 
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widow of William M. Porter, late a captain in the One bn 
thirtieth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, 
rhe bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 4° 


0 a thir 
read the third time, and passed. : 


LEONHARD WEBER, 

Mr. WITHERS. I move that the Senate proceed to ¢ 
tion of the bill (S. No. 1673) granting a pension to Leoni 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate. es 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pension, 
amendment, to strike out “at the rate of $8 per month n 
insert 
80 as tO ma 

That t Secretary of the Interior and he is hereby 
name of Leonhard Weber, late a private in the Thirtieth \ 
Battery, on the pension-rolls of the United States, subject 
limitations of the pension laws. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. yp 
third time, and passed. - 


Sin Con y 


“subject tothe provisions and limitation 


ke the bill read: 


KO 


HENRY C. GROOMES, 

Mr. WITHERS. I move that the Senate proceed to the conga 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1953) for the relief of Henry (. Grow, 

I he motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of +, 
| Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs the Secretary 

Interior to increase the pension of Henry C. Groomes, a priyate ; 
| Company D, Thirteenth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendmen} 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. WITHERS. Iam obliged to the Senator from Pennsy) 
for giving way to me. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Grorcy M 
|} ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (H.R 

No. 7101) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, an 

judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending Jyye 
| 30,1882, and for other purposes, in which it requested the coneurren 
of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the b 
No. 1487) to restore the lands included in the Fort Reading ar 
Crook military reservations, in the State of California, to t 
| domain, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that the House had cor 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 6599) to chang 
time for holding circuit and district courts of the United States { 
the western district of Virginia, held at Danville, Virginia 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask that the legislat 
| priation bill, which has just come from the House, be | 
Senate now in order that it may be referred and printé 
to get to work on it as soon as possible. 

The bill (H. R. No. 7101) making appropriations for t] 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for t! 
ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, was read 
| title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 1 
the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriat 
Post-Office Department for the fiscal year endin 
for other purposes. 

Mr. WALLACE. The bill being before the Senate, I sha 
| state its contents and then ask the Senate to proceed with 

and pass upon the amendments offered by the Committee 

priations before permitting any other amendment t 

bill. 

The bill is the regular annual appropriation bill fot 
carrying on the Post-Office Department. It makes approp! 
reported to the Senate amounting to $41,147,482. The amount: 
to the bill as it came from the House by the Senate Comm 

| Appropriations is $297,000. The bill as it came from th Ho 
tained appropriations amounting to $40,850,432. The amol 
mates submitted by the Department as necessary tor the 

Department during the fiscal year 1822 is $42,476,952, +h 

reported by the Senate Committee on Appropriations 1s less 
| estimates, $1,328,500. The amount appropriated for these pu 
| for the current fiscal year was $39,093,420, The bill as reportec 
| Committee on Appropriations exceeds the bill reported anc 
| for 1881 by $2,054,012. The estimated postal revenues for : 
$38,845,174.10. The bill as reported to the Senate exceeds th 
mated postal revenues for the coming fiscal year by 92, SUC een 

I may be permitted to congratulate the Senate and the co rang 
upon the rapid tendency of this Department toward the aaa 
sustain itself, even with the low rate of postage that = os nd 
throughout the country. Iappend a statement showing the — 


ions for the ser’ 





l( {gsl. 








a come a 
-annes, and Treasury grants in reference to the Post-Office 
evenues, : 
, é fi the iast te ears 
ding Expenditures Revenues Treasury 
yea t grants 
$24, 390, 104 Os | $20, O37, 045 42 | $4,126, 200 00 
26, 658, 192 3l 21,915, 426 37 4, 933, 750 00 
t 1, Oe 15 67 22, 996, 741 57 5, 690, 475 00 
cis 126, 414 5e 471 071 82 | 5° 990° 433 55 
611, 309 45 26, 791, 360 Sy 6, 704, 646 96 
263, 4&7 Se 634, 197 le2 583 03 
Sean 3, de, 332 44 7 585 2 7,013, 300 00 
4,165, 084 49 20, 277, S16 § 5, 307, 652 82 
45 1, O41, GRQ Se 3 | 
8, 315, 479 34 3, j 
*: 10,000 00} 3 
11, 147, 432 00 je, £45,174 10 2 
tions Estimated revenue 
pr ation s recommended by Senate Committee, 
- will be seen that there was a continued increase in the amount 
spawary to be appropriated from the Treasury trom 1°71 to 1577, 


“on it enlminated in requiring actual appropriations out of the 
easury to sustain this Department of a grand total of $7,013,300. 
reas | ’ 


Sine that time the amount appropriated out of the Treasury neces- | 


lerg ‘ry to sustain the Department has decreased, until last year the | 
mes, mount appropriated from the Treasury to sustain the Department 
th = 23.283 420, while by this bill the amount necessary, taking 


was but ‘ 7 . 
t the nto consideration the revenues estimated by the Department, is but 
@ it » 409.987, or a million and a half less than it was necessary to appro- | 


rate last year out of the Treasury to sustain the Department. While 
the total expenditures of the Department in 1e71, ten years ago, 
were $24,390,000 in round numbers, they are this year $41,147,000, 
rhe total revenues in 1871 were but $20,037,000, while they are esti- 
ani nated for this year to be $38,845,000, thus showing not only the growth | 
¢ the business of the Post-Office Department but the growth of the 
mand of the country for postal accommodations, and the absolute | 
iM ecessity for that branch of the Government which controls appro- | 
priations to recognize the fact that the Post-Office is one of the De- | 
artments which must keep pace with the growth of the country. | 
e Committee on Appropriations have in that spirit treated the bill 
1s it came from the House. They have in the House given very free | 
priations to all the purposes necessary for conducting this | 





s seTVice. 

or In the Senate we have carefully examined the wants of the Depart- 
ent as laid before us by the ofticials of the Department, and have | 
ulded tothe appropriations made by the House $297,000. These items | 
composed, first, of an additional amount for the preparation and 
iblication of postal maps, $5,000. Forty-five thousand dollars was | 
siven by the House, and we have added $5,000 to this amount, mak- | 

g the total $50,000. For rent of building for money order oflice, 

~15,000, That is for rent and furniture. On a careful examination 

the committee into the conditeon of the Post-Office Department, 

ve found that men are crowded there too much. The basement is 

upied with clerks, six or eight in a room, and we found that it was 

ecessary to do something to relieve the pressure upon the room that 
found to exist in that Department. We have accordingly recom- | 

nended, in accordance with the request of the Postmaster-General, 

t opriation of $15,000 toward the rent of a building and the 

iiture for the building, for the purpose of accommodating the 
noney-order office of the Post-Office Department, and the money-order | 
erks of the Auditor’s Office of the Post-Office Department. The force 
mounts to about one hundred and fifty clerks, and this branch of the 
service can well be taken out of the general Department, because the 
ul nection with it is of that character that it can be isolated and 
ina building by itself. We have also added to the appropri- 
of $8,000 for letter balances, test-weights, and scales, $2,000, 
iking the total $10,000. For special facilities on trunk lines we have 
‘ded 900,000, in accordance with the recommendations of the Post- 
aster-General and his assistants, and to meet what seemed to us to be 
ecided necessity in the Southwest. We have added to the appro- 
“ation ior rent, lights, and fuel in country offices, or in post-ofiices 
‘adistance from Washington, $25,000; we have added for inland 
sportation by steamboat routes, $50,000; for inland transporta- 
y Star routes, $125,000; for mail-locks and keys, $10,000; and 
uil-bags and mail-bag catchers, $15,000; making a total of 
added to the bill by the Senate Committee on Appropria- 








r 
a 





ry 





ese are the changes, and as the amendments come before the Sen- 


i the reading of the bill, I will call attention to them in detail, 
,_ ecessary, and explain the reasons why your committee have made 
“se recommendations, 
seu _the PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. INGALLS in the chair.) The bill 
, Je read at length, and unless there is objection, the amendments 
J¢ Committee on Appropriations will be acted upon as they are 
“ted in order in the reading of tho bill. 
~l€ Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 
), v Urst amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, after 
4¢ word “dollars,” in line 21, to strikeout: 














ereaiter the Postmaster-General shall cause advertisements of all general 


‘N28 Of each State and Territory to be conspicuo wsly posted up in each | 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


post-office in the State and Territory embraced in 
sixty days before the time of such general letting 
such lettings shall be re 
than general mail-letting 


And in lieu thereof to insert : 





ireéd; Dut this provision 





And hereafter the Postmaster-General shall cause a condensed advertisement of 
all general mail-lettings of each State and Territory and of the District of Colum 
bia, as required by the provisions of an act approved May 17, 1878, entitled ‘' Ar 
act to regulate the advertising of mail-lettings, and for other purposes,” to be pub 
lished in the District of Columbia, in accordance with the provisions of the act ap 
proved January 21, 1881, entitled ‘‘ An act to regulate the award of and compen 


sation for public advertising in the District of Colambia,’’ and in addition there 
shall cause advertisements of all general mail-lettings in each State to be inserted 
in not exceeding ten newspapers published in the State or Territory in which suc! 
service is to be let, in manner and form as required by the act approved May 17 
78. He shall also cause said advertisements to be conspicuously posted up in 
each post-oftice in the State and Territory embraced in said advertisements for at 
least sixty days before the time of such g ral letting; and no other advertise 
ment of such lettings shall be required ; but this provision shall not apply to any 
other than general mail-lettings. 


Ts 






The amendment was agreed to. 

Che next amendment was, in line 53, to increase the appropriation 
“for preparation and publication of post-route maps, including re- 
vision of former editions, and maps, diagrams, and other information,’ 
from $45,000 to $50,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the clause appropriatinY for miscella- 
neous items in the oftice of the Postmaster-General, after the word 
“dollars,” in line 59, to insert : 

And the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to take the necessary steps to 
rent a suitable building or buildings for the use of the money-order office of the 


Post-Oflice Department and of the money-order division of the Auditor of the 
Treasury for the Post-Oflice Department: Provided, That the rent of sach build 
ing or buildings, and the cost of necessary furniture for the same, to be procured 
under the supervision of the superintendent of the money-order system, shall be 
paid out of the proceeds of the money-order business: And provided further, That 
the annual rental of such building or buildings shall not exceed the sam of $5,000 
and the cost of the furniture for the same shall not exceed $10,000. 


Mr. WALLACE. I move to amend the last proviso of the amend- 


| ment by inserting in line 62, after the word “ the,’ the words “ cost 


of the:” after the word “ buildings,” in line 69, to insert “ and of the 
furniture ;” in line 70, before the word ‘“ thousand,” to strike out 
“five” and insert “ fifteen,” and to strike out all after the word “ dol- 
lars,” in the same line ; so as to read: 

And provided further, That the cost of the annual rental of such building or 
buildings, and of the furniture, shall not exceed the sum of $15,000 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in line ®2, to increase the appro- 
priation “ for letter-balances, test-weights, and scales’ from $2,000 to 
$10,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line #4, to increase the appropriation 
“ for rent, lights, and fuel ” from $425,000 to $450,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 94, after the word “ dollars,” to 
insert : 





And the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to expend not to exceed $25,000 
thereof for special railroad service between the union depot in East Saint Louis 
Illinois, and the union depot in Saint Louis, Missouri ; and such sum shall include 
depot room and transfer service at each terminal. 


So as to make the clause read : 


Ofiice of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General 
For inland mail transportation, namely: For tr nsportation on railroad routes 
$9,488,252; and the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to expend not to ex 
ceed $25,000 thereof for special railroad service between the union depot in East 
Saint Louis, Illinois, and the union depot in Saint Louis, Missouri; and such sum 


lude depot room and transfer service at each terminal 


shall inch 








Mr. VEST. I move toamend the amendment in line 95 by striking 
out ‘$25,000 ” and inserting “$30,000.” I presume there will be no 


1 
I 


objection on the part of the committee to that amendment. It wil 
then read: 
And the Postmaster-General is herel authorized to expend not to ¢ eed 


$30,000 thereof, &« 

Mr. WALLACE. It is due to the committee to say that they wer 
under the impression that this service could be rendered for $25,000, 
but itis also the fact that the representatives of the parties who have 
the control of the only facilities that may be obtained, tix the amount 
at $30,000, and in order to obtain what is indispensable to the expe- 
diting of the mails through Saint Louis, or from East Saint Louis to 
the Southwest, we must have those facilities. Therefore, the com- 
mittee will make no special objection to the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to add that I shall vote to appropriate 
$30,000, because both the Senators from Missouri and the Represent- 
atives from that State assured us that without that amount the serv- 
vice cannot be performed, and the risk would be run of missing the 
mail; and even at $30,000 the service is paid for at a much less rate 
than rich companies carrying the same class of cars over other rail- 
roads are paid. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

The Secretary resumed the reading of the bill. The next amend- 
ment of the Committee on Appropriations was, after the word “‘safety- 


woe 
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heaters,” in line 104, to insert “<¢ afetv-lamps;’ as to 
clause read: 


And her 


post 


eafter when any railroad company f I 6 to provide railway 


swhen require Department, or shall fail or refuse 
to provide s safety amps theref: vith such number of 
saws and axes to each car fo sein cast accident as may be required by the 
Post-Oflice Department, sai mpar ull have its pay iuced cent 
on the rate l 


otlice car 

iltable 

10 per 
s 


8 fixed ir ct 1002 the aed Stat s as amend by act of 
July 12, 1876, &« 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I should lik: ask the Senator having the bill 
in charge a questio en mad ‘In view 
of a recent terrib! in which 
the pos desirability 
of having something t ctinguish tire process, 
the name of which I forget 


Representations have be 
e; 1eut that Day} ened to oul 
yurned, OL the 


SOLe 1 


posta irs, 


) 
some of tal clerl ragents were 


k’s exti 


Mr. WALLACE. Babco 
Yes. Did the 
or t 


. 
l 
aS a , 
They did consider it, a 
I 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. 
consider the propriety 
Mr. WALLACE. 


iterested ii 


omm 
iat ? 
hearing to 
persons ll 1 that subject, and the conclusion of the commit- 
tee Was not to put that on the bili. 
Mr. BECK. We had the opinion of the 
Mr. WALLACE. The officials of the 
before us, and they did not recommend it 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I merely wished to make the i 
the matter had been suggested 
The amendment was agreed t 
The reading of the bill was resumed 
Committee on Appropriation was, in 
priation “for necessary and 
$400,000 to $450,000, 
The 
The 
‘ for inland 
$950,000, 
The amendment 
The next amendmen 
“for inland 
$8,000,000, 
The amendment was 
The next amendment was, in line 137 
‘for mail locks and keys” from $15,000 t 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in line 139, 1 appropriation 
‘“‘ for mail bags and mail-bag catchers m $185,000 to $200,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the ( 
line 166, before the word ‘‘ postal” to insert * single ‘al 
as to read: 


Department 
Department 
to us in the least. 


as I knew 


brought 


were 
1; 
i 


dment of the 
ise the ee 
special faciliti n tru lin from 


amendment was agreed to. 
next amendment was, in line 123, 
transportation by 


appropriation 


steamboat from $900,000 to 


was agreed to. 
t was, in 


+ 
I 
t 


appropriation 


transportation b tar routes” from $7,875,000 to 
agreed TO 


appropriation 


‘om mn lations Was, in 


d return;” so 


1ufacture of single and returr 
The amendment was agreed to 
The next amendment was, after the * dolla 
the item for the manufacture of postal cards, to insert 
And tl 


For mar 


word in line 167, in 


e Postmaster-General shall fix the kind and nt 
anufactured ; and the cost of said retur 
on to the cost of the same 1 


imber of 
n cards shall 


imber of single cards 


to be 1 
in addit 

Ir. KIRKWOOD. 
tor from Pennsy 
before 


I should like to make an it nqwry of the 
lvania. The matter of these return posta cards was 
the Committee on Post-Ofiices and Post-Roads and 
ollection is right the double card has been patented. 

Mr. EATON. If my friend will excuse me for one m« 
of the Committee on Ap proprii itions I propose to offer an amendment 
which perhaps will meet the idea of my friend from Iowa. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I was about doing that n I will merely 
state the point I wish to get at, and then I will hear the Senator from 
Connecticut. The double or return postal card is said to be patented. 
lam afraid, taking the language as it stands here, we shall not only 
have to pay for the manufacture of the cards, but that before very 
long there will be a large claim against the Postmaster-General and 
against the Government through him on behalf of the patentee. 

Mr. EATON. Wiil my friend hear my amendment 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Very well: perhaps it will suit 
own. 

Mr. EATON. TI! s some little difference of opinion in the com- 
mittee upon this clause. I would amend it by inserting after the 
word “ cards,” in line 170, “ including the cost of the right to the use 
of any invention therefor, determined by the Postmaster- 
General,” striking out the shall not exceed 25 per cent. in 
addition to the cost of the number of single cards,” so that it 
would read : 

And the cost of said return-cards, including t ost of t right to the use of 
any invention therefor, shall be determined by the Postmaster 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. That covers the 
offer, and I am perfectly content with it. 

Mr.WALLACE. I think there is nospecial objection to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Connecticut. We must get control of the 
patent if we intend to use the double card, and as the amount is not 
increased and the Postmaster-General has control of the number, I 
think the amendment may very properly go on the bill. 

Mr. KERNAN. I desire to inquire whether there will then be any 


sena- 


ment, as one 


ivsell, 


better than my 


ere wa 


shall be 
words * 


same 


General. 


amendment I was about to 


make the | 


| think I can trust the Postmaster- General t 


| the 


| of any inve 


| whether 


if my rec- | 


| nal. 
| other governments. 


| per for which we now pay seventy-five c ents on the 





limit at all to be 
cretion ot 


Mr. E 


to the price paid for the invention 
he Postmaster-General ? 

ATON. None at all. As one member 
onxt ie 
Tor the double ( ard, as we trust hi hl in reg ird to 
single card. 

Mr. KERNAN. I did not k 
amount appropriated. 
Ir. EATON. 
The price is at the 
Mr. WALLACE. 
bill, and 
many 

be printed 

Mr. KERNAN. He has $296,000 

Mr. WALLACE. Yes; $296, 
S$ a pretty large one, but we 
discretion to him. The discretion in regard to px 
which I think we can safely vest in the Postmaster-G 
think the words proposed by the Senator from Connect 

Mr. BECK. Iam not able to agree as to the propriety of a 
the discretion to the extent that is now proposed. I believe ; 
portion of the amendment, including the cost of the right 

ntion therefor, is proper, because every one ot the dij 
is pate nted, and unless some limitation is put upo 
General, if we leave it in this shape the Postmaster. 
his own patentee, because he has got to sel 
and then he may pay that patentee whatever 
itis the exact value or double the value of the 
sented, and Congress is simply abandoning to the Postmaster-Ge, 
the double right to select the patentee he likes best and give y 
ever that patentee sees fit to demand, and Congress is abandon ; 
authorit y over any limitation in regard to the patent. 
per cent. may not be enough, 40 per cent. perhaps may be reg 
but it is a very wide discretion to leave it to any Post 
to select first the patentee and then determine the pri 
be paid. 

Mr. EATON. Only a word. I think the committee safely 
discretion with the Postmaster-General. Iam perfectly satist 
was, my friend will remember, that 25 per cent. is not e1 
might be 40, it might be 45, it might be 50; but can we not t 
the chief oflicer of the Department, the Postmaster-Gen 
is a double — which isa great advantage to the 
this regard : I want to write a note or send a postal 
friend from Kentucl ky he might not take any notice of 
unless I sent a stamp; therefore I send a double 
the postage myself of two cents, and if my friend from Kk 
chooses he will return the card ; he does not the Governn 
its two cents any way. It strikes me that it would be a great 
vantage to the community, and the discretion which is to be g 
to the Postmaster-General seems to me to be necessary in this 
I agree with my friend from Kentucky in fixing the appropriat 
ourselves, leaving as little to the he: vds of the Depi irtme nts &S POs 
ble, but in this instance I am satisfied that 25 per cent. is not enoug 
we could not have the double card at all,and therefore I wo 
it discretionary with the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. BOOTH. I agree with the Senator from Counecticut th 
will be a very great convenience and a considerable profit t 
United States. t 


now but that th 

is limited to th n fi 

discretion of the Postmaster-Genera 
The amount appropriated is left as 
Postm: uster- General is 1 sted with d scretior 


ards, and double, he 


amount 


the 


of each kind of these « singie 


to do it with 
Asa matt 


have given to 


Oud, erof cour 


a Certain e 


inventions 
Postmaster- 
eral will select 
patentee, 


tiaster-Ger 


Gover 


postal car 


An examination of the devices submitted to the « 
mittee satisfies me, not only that it will not cost 25 per cent. in add 
tion to making the single postal card, but that it will not cost 1” pr 
cent. more. The whole value of the i improvement is in the patent 
Two stamps are placed upon the cards with the same iw pression, and 
the only additional device is a piece of paper pasted upo n the bac! 
of the card that can be torn off. While its adoption be of ve 
great advantage to the United States, its adoption wit 
to the Postmaster-General to accept it without limitat 
very much more advantage to the patentees. I do not 
device of that kind ought to be patented. If it should be pate 
at all, it is so simple that it should be the idea, and that 1s not org 
Foreign governments are using them; the suggestion came I 
I should be very much more inclined to Ted 

the limit from 25 per cent. to 10 per cent. than to increase If. | 

Mr. EATON. I think my friend from California 1s entire) 
taken in his ideaof the expense. If cclenaae be correct we are] 
ing to-day 50 per cent. more than we ought for the sing!e postal te 
I undertake to say, and I think my friend will hardly contrac 
assertion, that the little strip of paper, which he says cam be ea 


torn off, is the very thing that costs more than the other strip of] 


hundred. 


view about it. There are bh: alf a dozen kinds of co e pa 
Where the ‘Vv are made, or who the manufacturers are, S 
I have never seen one of them, and have on!) ly heard ft 
Iam perfectly satisfied that my friend is mistas' 
the double postal card can be made tor ; 
d of three-quarters of a cent, as It Costs 


is my 
cards. 
not know. 
one of them. 
when he thinks that 
quarter of a cent instea 
the other postal card. 
Mr. MAXEY. The question of return postal « ards 18 
has been before the ¢ Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roa¢ 
a number of times, and has been very thoroughly discussed 


one W 
Is qu te 


I dou 














eae 
mreelf the feasibility of the plan of double postal cards, and not be- 

vng it to be of importance, but believing that the money ex- 
lieving 3! 


ied should be upon the ordinary postal cards such as we have, I 
oad amend in line 166 by striking out “and return ” after “ sin- 
ne od in line 168 by striking out the words “ of each.” 
g "1 » PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) The Chair 

i ctate to the Senator from Texas that the amendment in line 166 
- heen agreed to, as the Chair is informed by the Chief Clerk. The 
sent occupant of the chair was not here when action took place 


nr 
re 


Mir MAXEY. The amendment is not yet completed, nor should a 

+a have been taken except on the whole paragraph. 

Tl « PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator can get at his object 

ory easily by moving to reconsider the vote on the amendment or 
nanimous consent. The Chair understands that the amendment 

) 6 166 inserting the words “single and return” has been acted 
» bv the Senate. The Senate have passed from that amendment, 

‘1 the next amendment is in the same paragraph, beginning in line 


‘ce The Chair understood the motion of the Senator from Texas to 
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nde the words “and return,” which words have been inserted by | 


vote of the Senate. 

Vr, MAXEY. The point I desire to make is simply this: I have 
ovestigated the matter somewhat, and I do not believe that the re- 
toon cards Will be an improvement upon our present system of com- 
nnication. 1 do not believe that it would be wise on the part of 
sho Government to pay a royalty for that which is practically of no 

oq) service. I do not believe that the whole $296,000 could be well 
expended in the manufacture of postal cards such as are now in use. 
The whole object I have in view is to limit the appropriation, not to 
increase it, but to limit it to the manufacture of postal cards. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
the Senator from Texas, the chairman of the Post-Oftice Committee. 
I think he struck the nail precisely on the head. The return card 

ht not to be in the billin any way. It is a tax upon the Depart- 
nt, which returns no commensurate revenue for that tax. 
postal-card system is subserved ‘by the single card, which may con- 
tribute, and does contribute, to the revenues of the Department. I 
did not understand the Senator from Connecticut to say precisely 
what the double cards would cost ; but I think I did understand him 
to say that they would cost 75 per cent. more than the single cards. 
Am I right ? 

Mr. EATON. No; I did not say that. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Did the Senator say what they would cost, or does 
the Senator have information that would enable him to tell me ? 

Mr. EATON, My judgment is that the double card will cost from 
\) to 50 per cent. more than the single card. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not propose to discuss the matter now; but 
when it shall be in order for the Senator from Texas to move his 
amendment I shall perhaps have a little something to say. 

Mr. ALLISON. May I ask the Senator a question before he takes 
his seat ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLISON. Do I understand the Senator to say that the Post- 
Office Committee have examined this question and believe it is not 
wise to adopt the double card ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I cannot answer distinctly. I have been by indis- 
position kept from the meetings of that committee. 

Mr. ALLISON. If that be true it will have great weight with me, 
I assure the Senator from Maine and the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. MAXEY. I did not hear the question. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to know if the Post-Office Committee have 
had this question under consideration ? 

Mr. MAXEY. Very often. 

Mr. ALLISON. And if after examining it-they have come to the 
conclusion that it is not wise to adopt the double card ? 

Mr. MAXEY. 
— reported a bill in favor of it, and we have had quite a number 
before us, 

Mr. EATON. Neither my friend from Texas nor my friend from 
Maine has given a single reason why there is any objection to the 





double card ; and yet both have said that it would not be of any ad- 
ve Both have signally failed in giving a | 
‘ingte reason for that opinion. Here is a penny postal card; a very | 


vantage to the Government. 


thin piece of paper, not weighing one-eighth of the single postal | 


ent te « i 
card, is added to it, and the man who pastes that gives the Govern- 
ent two cents 


‘othe Government. ‘If the postal card comes back, then the Gov- 


I confess I was very glad to hear the suggestion of 


| more than it costs to manufacture the single card. 
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which led me to say that I would state the objections which I had 
when it was more appropriate to state them; but as my friend from 





Connecticut wants them now, and as I believe it will be more in order 
to be out of order, I will state them now. 

There was an old-fashioned notion prevailing in this country once— 
it has not so many advocates now as it had among our fathers—that 


the Post-Oftice Department, being different from all the other depart 
ments of the Government, should at least approximate toward a self- 
sustaining position. If Senators will look at the results within the 
last few years they will see that while we have largely extended 
postal facilities of every kind we have gradually approached that 
position. Last year I think the Senator who has this bill in charge 
told us that the deticiencies were between four and tive million dol 
lars. This year the deficiencies are a little more than two million. 
Our mails are carried by weight. We charge three cents a hali 
ounce to perso:'s who wish to communicate by letter; but to the per 
son who wishes to make an open communication, brief, short, but 
important to him, we have provided a single postal card. I wish to 
communicate with my friend in another State by the use of that card. 
I do so; and he answers upon another card, thereby securing to the 
Government two cents of postage upon the card. If you send the 
double card, which is to cost a half more than the single card, you 
have got to deduct whatever the difference in cost between the two 
is from the receipts that you derive from the return card. It would 
cost the Government to manufacture the double card 50 per cent. 
On the question 
of weight the single postal card is made remunerative in this way, 
as double return postal cards would not be: they are used as an ad- 
vertising medium by the thousand if not by the million in the imme- 


| diate vicinity, and there is no transportation by the Government 


| are usually confined largely to the locality. 


The | 


They are used in uncounted numbers—we all get them—with printed 
advertisements upon them from every part; but those advertisements 
The Government gets 
the benetit of the postage on the one-cent card, upon which these 
printed advertisements are made, without being compelled to trans- 
port it from Maine to South Carolina or from Maine to California. 
The great amount of revenue which is derived from the single postal 
card is derived from that limited circulation. Those which go farthest 
will, I think, come within the three-cent rule of letters; or, in other 
words, three of them as they are printed would not exceed in weight 
the half-ounce; and wedo not, therefore, under the single postal cards, 


| pay any more transportation in weight upon three than we pay upon 
| the half-ounce letter. 
| weighed half an ounce, but they do not. 


That would be perfectly accurate if all letters 
Many of them weigh a very 
little more than a single postal card. If you open up a communica- 
tion which shall be only for written communications, not for adver- 
tising, you establish a rate of postage for those who use them in con- 
flict with those who use the letter communication, and establish two 
rates, and you diminish the revenues upon letter postage to an extent 
which, in my judgment, would seriously decrease the revenues of your 
Department, and thereby diminish the facilities that the Department 
should extend to every part of the country. 

I do not suppose I have satisfied my friend, but I have stated to 
him the reason which will control me in my vote upon this subject. 
I think the return postal card is wrong in its beginning, wrong as it 
goes along, and wrong in all its relations. It ought never to have 
been established, and I should be glad to see it abolished. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Eaton] to the amendment of 


| the Committee on Appropriations. 


I think the best answer I can give is that we have | 


; and yet my friends say it would be of no advantage | 


‘mment has not done double service, for it is not double the weight | 


_ the single card. That is my reason for saying this will be of ad- 
‘antage to the Government. 


‘ere Is that makes my friend from Texas imagine it would be a dis- 
aivantage, 


Mr, HAMLIN, I 
orde 
had 
and I rather chose to do it 

4am not si 
of order, 


said a moment since that when it should be in 
t for the Senator from Texas to move the amendment which he 


then because it would be pertinent; but 
wal I am not sure that it is proper or appropriate to discuss a 
diner ion before this body when it is really before it, but you must 

uss it when something else is before it. That was the reason 


XI——89 


I should like to know what reason | 


indicated I would state what was my view upon the subject, 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MAXEY. I now move the amendment I mentioned, if 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The paragraph contains two amend- 
ments proposed by the Committee on Appropriations. One of them 
has been adopted ; but if no objection be made, as the amendment of 
the Senator from Texas requires a change in both, the Chair will en- 
tertain the amendment, and treat the amendment in line 166 as not 
having been agreed to. The Chair hears no objection to that course 
being pursued. 

Mr. MAXEY. After the word “single,” in line 165, I move to strike 
out the words “and return ;” after the word “ number,” in line 162, to 
strike out the words “ of each;” and after the word “ manufactured,’ 
in line 169, to strike out the words “ and the cost of said return cards 


16 1S In 





| shall not exceed 25 per cent. in addition to the cost of the same 
number of single cards;” so as to read : 
For manufacture of single postal cards, $296,000; and the Postmaster-Genera 


shall fix the kind and number of the same to be manufactured 


Mr. HAMLIN. Let me suggest to my friend from Texas if it would 
not be better to strike out all the words in italics and take the bill 
precisely as it came from the House. 

Mr. MAXEY. I have no objection to modifying my amendment as 
suggested by the Senator from Maine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That result would be accomplished 
by simply rejecting the amendment proposed by the Committee on 


| Appropriations. 
re that anything in this body is in order that is not out 


Mr. HAMLIN. That is it. 

Mr. MAXEY. Myreply to the Senator from Connecticut has been 
so admirably made by the Senator from Maine that I do not think 
it is necessary to add anything to it, only to say that, as is known 
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to him, myself, and every member of 
vices for double-headed postal cards, and double-headed en 
wholesale have been placed before us, and we never have regarded auy 
one of them as practical. For a thorough business man any of them 
might do, but for the great body of the people it is utterly impractica- 
ble in my judgment. Therefore it 
bill in favor of the proposal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 1s on agree 
amendment of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. WALLACE. This amendment was considered in the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations brietly, and we thought, having one of the of- 
ficers of the Department before us, that good could be accomplished 
bv it. I confess ] am some what surprised to find that the subject- 
matter has been under consideration before in the Post-Office Com- 
mittee of this body. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Frequently. a: 

Mr. WALLACE. Of course that committee have more entirely 
within their control subjects of this character than the Committee 
on Appropriations, and what they say has very great weight with me 
as it ought to bave with the Senate. Of course I submit to what 
ction the Senate may see fit to take in regard to the amendment. 

Mr. BECK. I sent for the act making appropriations for the postal 
service for the current year, to see what had been done in regard to 
these matters. It has just been handed to me now as I have risen. 
I thought I could lay my hands upon it by looking at the law for the 
current year. It was my impression that some action had been taken 
n regard to double postal cards. Does the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads remember whether that 
was 80 or not: 

Mr. MAXEY. I do not hear the Senator. 

Mr. BECK. Ithought that on the appropriation act for the current 

fiscal year some action had been taken in regard to the subject of 
postal cards. 
' Mr. MAXEY. There was a year or twoago. I do not remember 
the exact amount which was appropriated. It was placed in the dis- 
cretion of the Postmaster-General, according to my recollection, but 
there has been no action under it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I remember that the law authorized the use of 
double postal cards, provided that there should be no royalty claimed 
by any person, and the Postmaster-General has been inhibited by that 
provision from using double postal cards because there are none ex- 
cept what are patented. An effort has been made before the Post- 
Oftice Committee to get a repeal of that provision and a general law 
on that subject. That is the shape in which the matter stands. 

Mr. BECK. Being unable to lay my hand on the law I have noth- 
ing to say except that I agree with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
that the action of the Post-Office Committee has very great weight 
with me in regard to the money part of the provision. 

Mr. TELLER. What is the pending question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state the question 
again. The Senator from Texas originaly moved an amendment to 
strike out so much of the committee’s amendment as provided for 
return cards. It was then suggested by the Senator from Maine that 
the object of the Senator from Texas would be accomplished by the 
simple rejection of the committee’s amendment. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment of the Committee on Appropriations. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The Secretary resumed the reading of the bill, and read to the end 
of the first section. 

Mr. PUGH. If this be the proper time, I desire to offer 
ment to come in at the end of the first section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 
proper time will be immediately after the disposition of the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Appropriations. There is but one more 
amendment of the committee. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. 
Committee 
“million,” 


80 as to 


the Post-Office Committee, de- 


velopes by 


ng to the 





in amend- 


The next amendment of the 
on Appropriations was, in section 2, line 3, after the word 
to strike and two 3” 


out “five” and insert “three hundred 


‘ 


make the section read: 


Sec. 2. That if the revenue of the Post-Office Department shall be insufficient to 
meet the appropriations made by this act, then the sum of $2,302,258, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply deficiencies 
n the revenue of the Post-Oilice Department for the year ending June 30, 1882 


The amendment was 

Mr. PUGH. from the Committee 
Ottices and Post-Roads, to come in at the end of section 1. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The Curer CLERK. It is proposed, at the end of line 197, to add 
the following: 


agreed. to. 


I offer an 





amendment on Post- 


For additional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be expended under 
the direction of the Postmaster-General, in the establishment of mail steamship 
lines, equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican, Gulf, and Pacific ports: 
Provided, That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and manned 
by American citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be iron steam- 
ships, accepted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due inspection, as in all re- 
spects seaworthy and properly titted to such service. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Mr. EDMUNDS, 


I make the point of order. 
The point of order is made on this amendment. 
I submit that it is not in order. 


| 


| 
| 


was that we failed to report any | 4 
| this amendment. 
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Mr. PUGH. Will the Senator do me the favor to Withhold the 
of order so that I may address the Senate upon the subject ? © point 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, with pleasure, if the point of ¢ 
reserved. ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The point of order js reserved 
Mr. WALLACE. The committee reserve all } ~ 


rder he 


oints of order yy 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I should not undertake to eon. 
valuable time of the Senate in addressing it upon this amendmen: 
were I not impressed with the fact that I cannot render a mn 
uable service to the people of Alabama, whom I in part represen; 
and in fact to the people of the South, than to give in the fae at 
I have them the figures, the reflections, and the views upon this, oa 


sreat 


0 consume t] 


subject, to which they have paid no attention and about w hich t} 
are uninformed, and I make that apology for trespasssing upot the 
Se “ ih 


courtesy of the Senate. 

Mr. President, the amendment reported by the Committee on Po: 
Offices and Post-Roads to the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropri 
tions for the service of the Post-Office Department is intentional); 
left incomplete in some important provisions, about which each on, 
ber of the committee is free to act in accordance with his conviction, 


er : = ) on 
when the amendment is before the Senate. The main purpose of the 
committee was to introduce to the Senate for its consideration and 
action a subject of pressing and paramount importance—a great 


American question afiecting the present and future welfare of every 
class and condition in each of the United States. Congress ae 
fronted by the undisputed facts in the Report of the Bureay of 
Statistics on the Foreign Commerce of the United States that “the 
total value of the foreign commerce of the United States, embraci; 

both imports and exports, amounted last year to $1,613,770,633, and 
was larger than during any previous year in the history of the 
country ;” that “during the five years ending June 30, 1576, 1877. 
1878, 1579, and 1880, the value of our exports of domestic merchan- 
dise from the United States has greatly exceeded the value of im- 
ports of foreign merchandise into the United States, this excess 
amounting in the five years to the sum of $825,400,513 ;” that “the 
value of the exports during the last fiscal year exceeded the value of 
such exports during the preceding fiscal year $125,199217, an ip- 
crease of over 17 per cent ;” that ‘‘the value of the imports during 
the last fiscal year exceeded the value of such imports during the 
preceding fiscal year $222,176,971, an increase of over 49 per cent;” 
that ‘‘the rapid increase in the value of the exports from 1360 to 18: 

is shown by the fact that the specie value of such exports during the 
year ended June 30, 1870, amounted to only $376,616,473, whereas dur 
ing the year ended June 30, 1880, it amounted to $823,946,353, or a1 
increase of 119 per cent.” When we survey the almost boundless ex- 
tent of American territory, exceeding as it does the whole of Europe 
surrounded as it is by two oceans, the gulf, and the lakes, with 
an ocean front equal to all other nations combined, and 90,000 miles 
of splendid railways, and capabilities, opportunities, probabilities, 
and possibilities for agricultural, commercial, mechanical, mineral, 
and manufacturing production and development, we are bewildered 
by the grand spectacle, and rejoice that we are Americans. Great 
Britain, France, and Germany, the lions of Europe, have culminated 
in their internal food-producing capacity and found themselves 
largely dependent upon American surplus for support of their dense 
populations. The only self-supporting, attractive resource left fo 
their capital, genius, and enterprise is found in manufacturing and 
mining at home and in their commerce with foreign nations. The 
total foreign commerce of the United States with Great Britain du 
ing last year was $664,410,191; with France it was $169,407,456; wit! 
Germany, $109,407,456. 

The internal food-producing capacity of the United States is out 
of the reach of computation. Our boundless fields, in full view 0! 
American capital, genius, and enterprise, have attracted and a’- 
sorbed them, and profitable investment and employment th 
have wholly diverted all the agencies of improvement and pi gress 
from foreign fields and engaged them in home development. And 
we find ourselves amazed and confounded by our rapid growth ane 
sudden dimensions. And yet we are in our infancy, and just ap- 
proaching the untouched add inexhaustible realities and advantages 
of our situation. 

Let us calla halt and look around, and see what is going on b 
us and our foreign neighbors. , 

In 1860 we imported in American vessels $228,164,855, and exporteé 
same year in American vessels $279,082,902. During the same yea 
we imported in foreign vessels $134,001,399, and exported $121,005)..." 
making in the aggregate of imports and exports during the year !> 
in American vessels, $507,247,757 ; and in foreign vessels $200,” 
over 66 per cent. in favor of American vessels. yp pe 

In 1880 our imports in American vessels amounted to $164,0°, 
and in foreign vessels to $579,394,159. The same year our expor's” 
American vessels amounted to $115,917,891, and in foreign vesse!s * 
$730,072,437, a falling off from American vessels to about 17 irom 
over 66 per cent. in twenty years. : ie ' 

This startling loss of the ocean carrying trade of the United 
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with foreign countries works an annual drainage in coin from Amer!- 


> * een hat n, 

can income of about one hundred and thirty millions per annul 

: A ° . ° oe agsengers. 
paid by Americans to foreign ship-owners for freight and passengt 
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wnses that produced this remarkable result have been the sub- 
¢ much speculative inquiry. We tind that the United States | 
.a master in ship-building and in the foreign carrying trade 





vas "vessels were made of wood and moved by wind and sail; but 
rhe "yen ships are built of iron and propelled by steam, their su- 
sity in every particular has given them the sway, and England, 
nw the start and devoting her energy and capital to the build- 
¢ cron steamships and employing them in the foreign carrying 
*. while we were engaged and absorbed in home production, de- 
pment, and enterprise, has established her supremacy upon the 
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We have not only lost our carrying trade, and are humiliated by 

; ot that we have not a single iron ship carrying our flag across 

_ oeean, but American sailors, once the pride and boast of the whole 

sei ery, have disappeared, and to-day we are in the humiliating po- 

, being powerless for naval warfare or the protection of our 
s exposed upon our sea-coast to foreign attack. 

very American is deeply interested, and should feel the paramount 
portance of providing, as early as practicable, all the means in our 
vor for restoring to American ship-owners our export and import 
ving trade with foreign countries. Every State in our Union and 
every interest and pursuit suffer materially by the annual payment 
ssizens of the United States to foreign ship-owners of $130,000,000. 

. amount of gold is exported annually and goes out of American 

kets into the pockets ot foreigners. How can we continue to sub- 

such anenormous annual absorption of American income with- 
o¢ eppious detriment to our prosperity, on account of the loss of our 
ply of currency and the consequent derangement of our trade and 
ommerce : 

How can we accept the condition of perilous dependence upon per- 
etual peace With our own nation, and between nations that afford 
the only market for our vast and yearly increasing surplus produc- 

ns? It becomes the present and pressing duty of Congress to ex- 

se all its power in removing the obstructions and incumbrances 

inequalities that are believed to be in the way, and providing all 
‘he gids necessary and proper in the great work of restoring our mer- 

t marine, and of saving to Americans the money of Americans, 
ior American carrying trade with foreign countries. 

The difficult question is, What is the best and surest and speediest 
remedy? How far can Senators agree? It cannot be denied that 
just have ships enough to accommodate the trade. How shall 
the indispensable necessity for a sufficient number of ships be sup- 
plied? To my mind it is self-evident that the only way to supply 

necessary number of ships, or any number of ships, is to make it 
safe and profitable for men to become ship-owners. Without ship- 
wners you can have no ship-builders. The inducement to become 
p-owners must first exist before there can be any hope of having 
mploying ship-builders. What will induce Americans to invest 
eir capital in iron steamships and running them as carriers of 
ght and passengers to and from American to foreign ports? Noth- 
but reasonable certainty that the investment will be free from 
gislative impositions and exactions, and profitable. How can these 
indispensable predicates to ship-owning by citizens of the United 
tates be supplied ? 

Ship owning is by companies or corporations and not by individ- 
us. The amount of money required to build an iron steamship of 
verage tonnage is about three hundred thousand dollars, and only 
ssociated capital seeks such investment. An American company 
nds the ocean free to all carriers, with no power in the Government 
' protect the company against the competition and rivalry of the 
“ulps of other nations for the carrying trade. It finds the iron ships 
‘ England in possession of nearly 70 per cent. of the foreign car- 

ug trade of this country; that the tonnage of English ships is 
‘axed Only 1 per cent. upon the net income of the ship; that to 
scertain the tonnage of an English ship only the space occupied by 

igo 18 Measured; that the cost of the English ship is about 
“e-lourth less than an American-built ship, and that some English 
ye ships are carrying the mails at an annual compensation of 
t three million and two hundred thousand dollars. This Ameri- 
company, like all Americans, is anxious to spend its capital in 
“Town country, for ships built here by ourown mechanics and work- 
suen, out of American material, and to run them under the Amer- 
ig. But, on examination they find that the cost of building 
“ship In an American ship-yard, by better fed and better paid 
“terican mechanics and workingmen, and the higher priced mate- 
nakes the cost of the American-built ship one-fourth more than 
‘Ngush ship. It is also found that the annual tax on the ton- 
“of an American built and owned ship is thirty cents a ton, 

It Is running or tied up in the dock, and that the whole ship 
‘sured without any allowance of space for machinery or other- 














ue “ides, the State and city tax levied on American built and owned 
xe other property, is in New York 24 per cent. on the value 
* Sip, and more or less in other States. 
wot Manifest that the difference in the original cost, and in 
sana and American taxation, and the other differences mentioned 
din coma destroy the inducement to become American 
running ¢ f shi - the hope of successful competition and profitable 
‘$l ships built in America, registered, and carrying the Amer- 
“6: 0 our foreign trade, under existing navigation laws? It 
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is unreasonable to hope for any change in our favor until ship-owners 
who are citizens of the United States are placed upon terms of equal- 
ity in the cost, ownership, and running of their vessels with those 
other ship-owners with whom they must compete upon the ocean. 

There is a wide difference of opinion as to the ability of American 
ship-builders to construct iron steamers in American ship-yards at the 
same cost of such vessels built on the Clyde. Mr. John Roach, the 
greatest American ship-builder, and a man of acknowledged capacity 
and skill in that business, stated in an elaborate speech before the 
national convention of ship-owners and ship-builders at Boston 
October last, that the difference in the cost of building iron steamers 
in American ship-yards and on the Clyde was only 10 per cent. Why, 
then, is it true that during the year ending June 30, 1879, but 193,031 
tons were builf, including all the schooners, sloops, canal-boats, and 
barges, and that less than one hundred thousand tons were suitable 
for foreign trade? Why is it that prior to the introduction of iron 
steamers, when vessels were built of wood, American ship-builders 
and owners excelled the world in supplying ships for the foreign car- 
‘ying trade? The American supply of material for the construction 
of iron steamers is as abundant as it is in England, and it must be the 
absence of a demand for American-bnilt iron ships by those who have 
the capital to invest in ship-building for the foreign carrying trade, 
that is the sole cause of the idleness of our ship-builders and the sur- 
render of the foreign carrying trade to English and other foreign 
vessels. Why is there no demand for American-built iron steamers ? 
Mr. Roach, in the same speech from which I have quoted, furnishes 
the answer. He says: 


+1) 


The truth is, that taxation on the ship, high rate of interest, and the difficulty of 
concentrating capitalin this country, are at the root of the evil in this matter. 
Taxation is what has compelled American merchants to sell their ships and put 
them under a foreign flag. Steamship business is done by large companies, and 
when you start a company the taxation is too great to be borne. English capital 
ists readily invest their money in ship operations under the English laws, but they 
naturally hesitate about risking it under the practically prohibitory shipping-tax- 
ation laws of this country. “Put the difference in annual taxation,” which con 
tinues during the whole life of the ship, beside the difference of 10 per cent. in the 
cost of construction of American ships built in this country, and say which is the 
more likely to prevent our merchants from owning ships. It would seem to be 
enough that the interest on American capital should be 6 per cent. while in Eng 
land it is only 3, without adding such a tax. Beside, the ship carrying the Eng 
lish flag is not compelled to carry the mail unless it sees proper to do so, and getting 
for its service fair compensation, while the American ship is compelled to carry it 
for merely the letter postage. But this is notall. The American ship is more 
costly to build, because 90 per cent. of the cost of construction is labor, and Amer 
ican labor is dearer than European labor. But so is the American labor required 
to run the ship dearer. In fact, the labor required in building is only a drop in the 
bucket. The number of days’ labor required to man a 3,000-ton iron steamship for 
two years is about equal to the number of days’ labor to build her, while the life 
of such a ship of the first class is twenty-five years; therefore, there are more than 
twelve times more labor required in the running than in the building of the ship. 
It is the plan of deceit to put forward the little fact that we cannot build, and try 
to conceal the big fact that we cannot run ships when we have them, unless the 
barriers of taxation, &c., which I have mentioned, are removed, and an American 
policy adopted equally as favorable to the building up of a commercial marme as 
the policy adopted by other nations. 

I have thus quoted at length from the speech of the greatest and 
most experienced ship-builder, Mr. John Roach, and I fully indorse 
what I have quoted as to the effect of taxation and the other bur- 
dens and inequalities created by navigation laws. It is proper for 
me to mention that in making labor 90 per cent. of the cost of con- 
structing an iron steamship, Mr. Roach estimates the cost of the 
labor employed in appropriating all the raw material in its natural 
condition and working it into the material and putting together the 
perfect ship. It is estimated that the cost of the labor in putting the 
ship together, having the material in shape of angle-iron, plates, &c., 
already prepared, is in England about 27 per cent. of the total cost. 
Mr. Boynton, of New York, who is well informed upon the subject of 
ship-building, about which he addressed the Boston convention, 
stated that ‘the total expenditure for the 100,000 tons of vessels 
suited to our foreign trade, and built in American ship-yards in the 
year 1879, would not exceed $10,000,000, and the earnings per annum 
would be from one and a half to two million dollars.” That “ this 
is the total amount of benefit to our country, and its distribution 
among the workmen that built it, and the seamen that man if, will 
promote their welfare ;’ but how much are the shippers and pro 
ducers of America benefited thereby ; and how much have they been 
injured by having to submit to the annual payment to foreigners of 
$130,000,000, for ocean transportation, Americans are compelled to 
purchase, and from supplying which American ship-owners are in 
effect prohibited by the burdens, prohibitions, and discriminations ot 
American legislation ? 

The honorable and justly distinguished Senator from Maine [ Mr. 


BLAINE] made a speech last year at the dinner of the New York 
Chamber of Commerce, from which I make the following quotation: 


In 1856-'7, Great Britain, the leading commercial nation of the world, had only 
950,000 tons engaged in trade between the United States and that kingdom. She 
has 5,200,000 tons now. Germany then had but 166,000 tons ; this last year she had 
950,000 tons. Norway and Sweden twenty years ago had in trade between this 
country and their own but 20,000 tons. Last year’s reports show that they had 
850,000 tons. Even Austria, penned up with a limited seaboard as she is, had in 
commerce with us twenty years ago not a vessel of her own, but last year she had 
no less than 220,000 tons. And I might go on thus through the whole list. In this 
mighty decrease of our tonnage from 4,400,000 to 600,000 tons in about eleven years 
the United States has gone backward, and all the vast profit of this trade has gone 
into the coffers of other nations. Let me ask of you here what other interests 
have gone backward in that period? Has industry! Why it has outstripped im 
agination. Has agriculture or internal commerce languished? Why we have in- 
creased from 30,000 to 68,000 miles of railroads, and the United States has given to 





ob rere 





1412 











aid commerce over two hnndred million acresof the public domain. Dut mean 
time she has protected by tariff every article thatt American would manafact 
ure For the foreign commerce of the country, though, what has bee! done It 
has been left to the alien and the stranger; and in the last ten vears the value of 
the products carried between this country and foreign countries has ‘ xceeded 
$11,000,000,000 a year, out of the carrying of which somebody has made $110,000,000 
per annum, assum fa larger than the interest upor the pul adept And who 
has made this money France, England, Germany—every bo excepting the | 
United States. Thin f it, $110,000,000 in gold coin has gone out of the commerce 
of this country into the commerce of other countries. Can Ne York stand this? 
Can this great port sust ich a loss as this, with alll d advantage 8 
of position and of resource and with the magnificent continental commerce that 
stands behind her I say. centlemen, thatif the carrying trade of this country 
aggregating $110,000,000, is permanently turned fron us, thi n the question of specie 
payments becomes one of far more comp icated «difticulty than it 1s to-da and the 
only way to make t! t quest n easier of solution is to turn that current of rold 
trom those coffers into ro 

This is an imposing, faithful, and humiliating picture of the pres- 
ent condition of the means of carrying our exports and 1m ports across 
the ocean. The question recurs, what is the remedy : 

1. Provide by law that “all materials for the construction, equip- 


ent, or re 
healt and withdrawn therefrom under such regulations as may be 
pres¢ ribed by the secretary ot the Treasury ; and upon proof that 
such materials have been used for such purpose, no duties shall be 
paid thereon. And all vessels owned wholly by citizens of the United 
States shall be entitled to registry, enrollment, and license, and to all 
the benefits and privileges of vessels of the United States.” 

2, “That as property invested in shipping derives its protection 
from the Government of the United States, and as such property is 
subject to Federal taxation, it should be exempt from all local and 
municipal taxation by special act of Congress, leaving the net in- 
come only subject to such taxation.” 

8. Repeal of the law levying a duty upon tonnage. 

{ Change of the navigation laws, so as to allow any citizen, com- 
ny, or corporation of the United States to purchase iron steamships 


a 

: herever they can be built or purchased the cheapest, with the right 
to register, enroll, and license, and sail them under the American flag, 
the same as if they were constructed in an American ship-yard. 

5. That iron steamships so purchased and owned, and registered, 
licensed, and enrolled shall be engaged by contract with the Govern- 
ment to carry the mails of the United States to foreign countries, 
and allowed for such service reasonable compensation. 

All that can be expected from this Congress is an appropriation of 
$1,000,000 to be expended by the Postmaster-General in increasing 
and improving the mail facilities of the United States with such for- 
eign countries as he may select, having reference to the increase and 
improvement of our commerce and carrying trade with such countries. 
Shall the appropriation be made? It is opposed by some Senators 
because we can compel the carrying of mails under existing laws for 
the postage, which, I am informed, amounts annually, for our entire 
foreign mail carrying, to about two hundred thousand dollars. And 
it is insisted that all over the present compensation would be naked 
subsidy. 

We might have saved millions paid annually to railroads for over- 
land mail service if such service had been required free of charge 
as one of the conditions of our land grants and other Government 
aid te railroads. But no such right was reserved and we are now 
paying millions to railroad corporations made rich and powerful by 
the bounty of the Government. We have shown no such liberality 
to our ship-owners, but after burdening them with taxation, and al- 
lowing no freedom in the race with rival foreign nations for the ocean 
carrying trade of our own country we compel them to carry the mails 
for a mere trifle when compared with the millions paid railroads for 
similar service. And it is not unreasonable to estimate that when 
American ship-owners establish the several lines of free ships be- 
tween the important ports of this and foreign countries anticipated 
by the proposed amendment, that the increase of our trade and com- 
merce will so enlarge our mail necessities and facilities that the 
amount appropriated will not exceed just compensation for the serv- 
ice. 

Other Senators oppose the appropriation because it is not to be 
expended for carrying our foreign mails on American-built ships, 
owned, manned, registered, and run according to our naviagation laws. 
In other words, it 1s insisted that we shall continue an experiment 
that is already an established failure, of competing upon a free ocean 


tively free from taxation or other incumbrances or restrictions car- 
ried by American-built steamers. How has Germany within the last 
decade increased her tonnage from 166,000 tons to 950,000 tons? How 
have Norway and Sweden within the last twenty years increased their 
tonnage from 20,000 to 850,000 tons? How has Austria, with her 
limited seaboard, grown from no ship to 220,000 tons? The answer 
is plain and simple and undeniable that each of these countries have 
permitted their citizens to go into the markets of the world, on the 
Clyde or elsewhere, and purchase ships where they can make the 
best bargains, and when so purchased they are unloaded of burden- 
some taxation and prohibitory restrictions,and entered into a free 
fight in an open field. If Germans and Swedes and Norwegians and 
Austrians can succeed in the struggle for the ocean carrying trade, 
why cannot Americans? When and where was American genius, 
skill, and enterprise unequal to any demand or emergency when left 
to an open field and a fair fight? But it is suggested that other 


i 
‘pair of vessels of the United States may be imported in | 
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| countries pay their ship-owners liberal compensation 


| of the Committee on Appropriations and the Senator from Vermon 


; | simply reserved pending the discussion. 
against free ships purchased at far less cost, and running compara- | 


. : : . hv sta 
| cide that even though this amendment is recommended by 4 st 
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their mails to foreign ports. Not one in a hundred of Engli. a 
have any mail contracts whatever. Neither do the lines hav; Slips tee 








| advantage of mail contracts monopolize transportation oy aeee... 1100 
their ability to carry freight at cheaper rates. But Iam won| Se 
favor liberal compensation for ocean mail service, and plac v6 t , 

| terms of equality with our overland mail service }, ‘a : - 

| doubt very much whether compensation for mail service }... kil 

liberal, will produce any largely beneficial results. [| }) a. ides Ani 
such inconsiderable aid would enable merchants and Capitalists wh, ne 
| wish to engage in our ocean carrying trade with other Countries + = 
| compete with the cheaper built and comparatively untaxed a... = 
| encumbered ships of England. As John Roach says. we aiek ae 

the root of the evil, and in my poor judgment the only way a. a 

| is to legislate as I have proposed. But all we can do now is to com w 
the appropriation to ships owned exclusively by citizens of the Unis ag 
States, wherever purchased, and try the experiment. ; 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to state that, as a member of the p,.. 
Ofiice Committee, I did not concur in the amendment now , fae a a 
this bill from that committee. I dissent entirely from the provis 
of that amendment and desire it to be understood that wi let - 
“285 ude 


amendment has been reported from that committee it did nos , 
the concurrence of the whole committee. As one member 0 +)... - 
committee, I am utterly opposed to the measure. a pe 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr, President, I do not propose to discuss this oyos 
tion on the point of order as to reception of the amendment. jy: 
simply rise to say that, as a member of the Post-Office Committes ] 
did not give my consent to the introduction of this amendmen: 
am opposed to the whole spirit of the amendment and to everv ¢ 
to restore the carrying trade of the United States by subsidies, 
not conceive that we shall in that way reach the source of this «) 
evil or that we can restore the carrying trade of the United s: 
by any such measure. 

I only rose to give notice that I did not concur in the amendn, 
in committee. 

Mr. GROOME. Mr. President, I simply wish to make for, 
the statement which has already been made by the Senato: 
Delaware in his behalf, and by the Senator from Tennessee i; 
that I do not concur with the majority of the committee in regard : 
this amendment. I shall not enter into any discussion of it nov 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, this report was made like all ot 
reports are made; it is the report of a majority of the committee. It 
being a majority report, it is the report of the committee. Those tli 
Senators were opposed to the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Harris in the chair.) Thes 
ator from Texas refers to the pending amendment which was report 
from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MAXEY. Yes, sir; it is reported from that committe 
majority, and the report of a majority is the report of the committe: 

The Senators who have stated their dissent were opposed to it | 

Mr. GARLAND. Mr. President, I do not care to enter into a dis 
cussion of the merits of this question further than to say that I am 
entire sympathy with the proposition contained in the amendment 
The only objection I have to it is that it does not include all that it 
should. The masterly presentation of the case to which we have 
listened from the Senator from Alabama [Mr. PuGH] relieves me of 
the necessity of saying anything at all in favor of the amendment 
it was properly before the Senate. I could not add anything to what 
he has already so ably said; and I am perfectly willing to let the 
argument of the question rest upon his speech on that side. [sim 
ply point to the speech as the man did who had a prayer copied at 





the head of his bed, so as to save time, simply saying when he wen 
to bed, ‘‘ Lord, those are my sentiments.” 

But I rose to address the Senate upon the question of order that 
was made or reserved to this proposition by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The present occupant of the chair is 
not aware of the fact that a question of order is pending. 

Mr. WHYTE. Oh, yes; it was raised both by the representat\v« 


rmont 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The present occupant of the chai! 
was not then in the chair. The question of order, then, 1s made a0 


the Senator 


Mr. WHYTE. It was waived temporarily to enable 
from Alabama to deliver his views. L 
Mr. GARLAND. And upon that question now or whenevel 


| proper for me to do so, I wish to make some remarks to the Senat' 


Mr. WALLACE. I make the point of order against this ame! 
ment that it has never been before the Committee on Appropria i 
that this bill was reported to the Senate on the 2d of February, and 
that the amendment was referred tothe committee on the 7th 
and therefore it does not come within the rule. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does not hesitate to 


tnstan 


ing committee, if it has never been referred to the Committee © 
Appropriations it does not come within the rule, and the amenem™ 
is not in order. ' 
Mr. GARLAND. It has been referred, as the record shows. = 
Mr. WALLACE. It has been referred. I do not make ot sm 
The point I make is that the bill was reported on the 2d of Februar. 





1881. 





——_—— 


the 


» on Post-Offices and Post-Roads to the Committee on Appropria- 
ree on the 7th, five days after the bill was in the custody of the 


weir. GARLAND. That is the statement of the case. The twenty- 
nth rule of the Senate requires that before amendments of this 
>) oan be entertained, they shall be referred to the Committee on 
i opriations one day before they are offered. The Senator from 
~ st ivania, representing the Committee on Appropriations, makes 
see nort of the Post-Oflice appropriation bill on the 2d of February. 
- hil] was here on the table printed in due time. The Senator 
Texas, representing the Post-Office Committee, otters this amend- 
; as recommended by the Post-Ofiice Committee, and it is referred 
., he Committee on Appropriations on the 7th. That was three days 
», It was actually referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
we the committee did not consider it, that is the business of the 
smittee and not the business of the Senator who offered it or of the 


= 








io Senator from Texas representing the Post-Office Committee 
id not offer it in the Senate until the bill came up to which it pur- 
wrted to be an amendment. That bill has not come up and not been 
Jed up until to-day. Now what is the object of Rule 28 in that 
narticular? It is that neither the Senate nor any of its committees 
‘av be taken by surprise in the offering of an amendment to vote 
ray the money of the country. 
“Vy EATON. Do 1 understand the Senator from Arkansas to say 
hot an amendment cannot be offered to a bill until it has been 


Mr. G {RLAND. I did not say so. 

Mr EATON. Then I misunderstood the Senator. 

Wr.GARLAND. I did not say that. 

Mr EATON. An amendment to an appropriation bill can be offered 
any time, even before the bill comes from the other House. 

Mr GARLAND. That only strengthens the position I am stating. 
heobject of Rule 28, under which this point of order is raised, is that 
nate and its committees shall not be taken by surprise in refer- 

we to voting away the money of the country. Now what is the 
surprise here? There is none because, pending this bill, on the table 
ff the Senate and printed three days before it 1s called up, an amend- 
went is offered and referred to the Committee on Appropriations to be 

ysidered. Neither the committee nor the Senate can possibly be 
taken by surprise. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator listen toa suggestion from me ? 

Mr.GARLAND. I will. 

Mr. CONKLING. I am disposed to agree with the Senator, if I can, 
ut lam more troubled upon this point: the object of a rule requiring 
in amendment to be referred to a committee having the bill in charge 
must be, beside that stated by the Senator, that the committee may 

ict upon the amendment and may consider it in connection with the 
bill. When the committee have once reported the bill to the Senate, it 
sno longer in charge of that committee any more than any other 

ommittee. The fact that it was once committed to the committee 
does not give the committee reporting it any retained hold upon it 
after it comes into the Senate. Now, if afterthe committee has fin- 
ished the bill and reported it to the Senate, an amendment is referred 
tothe committee, how does that satisfy the rule if its object be toena- 
ble the committee to act upon that amendment in connection with 
that bill? 

I do not know that I make myself understood by the Senator, but 
if Ido, beg to hear him on that point. 

Mr.GARLAND. I understand the Senator perfectly well, and I 
was intending to come to that point before I finished. When the Sen- 
itor from Texas offers his amendment representing the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, it so happens that this bill is out of 
the Committee on Appropriations. There we come to the practical 
question whether it was the duty of the Senator from Texas as repre- 
senting the Post-Office Committee to have moved to recommit the 
‘ppropriation bill with the amendment, or whether it was the duty 
of the Committee on Appropriations having in charge this Post-Office 
appropriation bill to make the statement and ask that the whole sub- 
ject be again committed to it. 

Now, holding in view all the while that it is simply a question of 
here Matter of surprise,or mere matter of hasty dealing with the 
public Treasury, according to the letter of Rule 22, the amendment is 
out of order possibly, but according to its spirit and meaning it is 
uot out of order, because the Senate and its Committee on Appro- 
rations have had every opportunity to consider this matter ma- 
rely, and the question practically suggested now by the Senator 
m New York is simply a matter of duty or failure of daty—I mean 
}, Of course, in no offensive sense—whether it was not the place of the 
Committee on Appropriations to ask that the bill be recommitted to 
t, or whether it was the place of the Senator from Texas, represent- 
ing the Post-Office Committee, to ask that. 

hen we are brought simply on this question of order to this mere 
aeane of lapsus, on account of which no Senator can say truthfally 
tion - is surprised or that he has been hastened into the considera- 
"ton of the subject at all; and in view of the lateness of the session 
and 'n View of the difficulty of getting at this question, which is so 
ante and has been so well represented by the Senator from Ala- 

*, 1 hope that the Senate will vote that this amendment is in 
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. Senate, that this amendment was referred by the Commit- order, and I think within the spirit and meaning of the rule, it is in 


order. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would suggest to my friend from Arkansas upon 
the theory that the committees of the Senate are organized for inves- 
tigation and to inform the Senate, the rule requiring that amend- 
ments to a genera) appropriation bill shall be submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations for the purpose of having their examination, 
ascertainment, and report, how idle it would be tosend a measure to 
the committee when the committee had discharged itself from the 
consideration of the bill, having reported the bill back to the Senate. 
The Committee on Appropriations acts as a body, consults as a body, 
votes as a body, and reports as a body; but the amendment in ques- 
tion never was before them as a body; they never reported it; and 
therefore if it be the object of the Senate under Rule 28 to procure 
advisory action of the committee, whose consultations are to be re- 
ported, the object has entirely failed, by not having the amendment 
submitted to it in time, which means, of course, before the commit- 
tee reports the bill. 

If the amendment had been sent to the committee on the very day 
of the report of the bill, it would have been too late. The rule re- 
quires twenty-four hours, which means twenty-four clear hours for 
the examination in order that the advice of that committee as an 
organized body shall reach the Senate. In this case it was impos- 
sible. The committee had reported the bill, and as I said had been 
self-discharged from the further consideration of the subject by re- 
porting the result of their deliberations. Now, can it be that the rule 
is satisfied either in letter or in spirit, by referring an amendment to 
them, after relieving them of the subject, after the bill upon which 
the amendment was to be ingrafted had passed out of their hands? 

Mr. GARLAND. In response to the statement the Senator from 
Delaware makes, let me say that Rule 28 does not require the amend- 
ment to be offered a day before the Committee on Appropriations re- 
ports. That is not the language of the rule. Itrequires the amend- 
ment to be referred a day at least before it-is offered in the Senate. 
That is the rule ; I quote the language exactly, “shall at least one 
day before they are offered.” Offered where? Offered in the Senate, 
as a matter of course. Now, this amendment is offered by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama the very first opportunity he has had to offer it. 
The bill has come from the committees, it is true, yet the committee 
is not discharged from it, according to the Senator from Delaware. 
They are not discharged yet. We are proceeding to see whether we 
will discharge them from the further consideration by adopting the 
bill or by sending it back to them. 

The object, the sole object, of a reference to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations is for them to ascertain simply whether the Government 
can stand the appropriation ; and when in their judgment the Treas- 
ury can stand the appropriation, that is all the rule requires them to 
have an opportunity of knowing. We can even yet recommit this 
bill with all the amendments. 

I contend in the parliamentary view that notwithstanding this bill 
managed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, representing the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, was upon the table here, yet when this 
distinct subject went before them under the amendment submitted 
by the Senator from Texas, they had this whole subject before them, 
and it did not require the original bill to go back to them to give 
them jurisdiction of it. They could have come and reported this as 
an independent proposition, if they saw proper, or reported if as an 
amendment toa bill they had already reported. There can be no mis 
take about thatin the view of parliamentary law. 

If it is obnoxious to Rule 22, it is, as I think my friend from Penn 
sylvania will confess, by reason of a bare technicality that makes it 
so, for the Senate and the committee have had every opportunity to 
consider this proposition, which stands out here in importance second 
to none that we have had before the Senate during this session of 
Congress. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like to make an inquiry of the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania or the honorable Senator from Arkansas. 
Has the Committee on Appropriations taken any action whatever on 
this amendment? 

Mr. WALLACE. They have not. The Senator from Texas, tho 
chairman of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, informed 
me of his desire to submit this amendment to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations. The committee was in session, and I think it was the 
day after he first gave me notice, before this was referred to the 
Committce on Appropriations. It was never acted on by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations at all. The bill had been reported to the 
Senate before the amendment was offered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads if this amend- 
ment was reported from that committee as an amendment to be offered 
to this appropriation bill? 

Mr. MAXEY. I answer the question by reading from the Con- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD of February 8 a portion of the proceedings of 
the day before, as follows: 

Mr. Maxey, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, reported an 
amendment intended to be proposed to the bill (II. R. No. 6972) making ——— 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending Jane 


30, 1822, and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee on Appro 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 


Personal notice of which I gave to the Senator in charge of the bill. 
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Mr. HILL, of Georgia. There is one idea which seems to be taken 
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for granted by some gentle men here that I confess I do not compre- subse quently offered and referred toit. I a that hee om 
bend. It is that standing committees of this body cannot consider | liamentary proceeding was recognized by everybody that aft a — 
an amendment to a bill unless the bill itself is at the time before the | mittee had made a ré port of a bill to the House which ha cone 
committee. I do notunderstand that. Where do gentlemen get that | the committee to investigate, as to that particular subject 4 +h 
idea? | mittee was discharged. It is as old as parliamentary law, i 
Mr. EATON. Will my friend pardon me a moment | mere fact that you have a st: anding committee instead al 
Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Certainly. | committee to make inquiries for the whole body of the Honse an. 
Mr. EATON. J.ook atthe action of the Senate on all bil n | alter the question. sai is the very oldest of parliame: ro ste wy 2 
the |! ont thirty davs there have been more than one hundred a: l- | after a committee has examined a subject committed bo ee 
ments offered, more than one hundred memorials and petitions pre- ported =_— it the committee is dissolved as to that subject al 
sented with regard to bills which have been reported from the var! ferson and every parliar - ntary writer lays it down as the rnie .4 
ous committees, and when they were offered they ] upon th | Mr. MOR GAN. I will ask the ho1 lore ble , Senator, if he a 1) : 
table because those bills had been reported and consid- | her the Committee on Appropriations could not have 
ered by the committees if in the last half hour and have agreed upon t] 5 
Mr. HILL, of Georgia [ cannot comprehend yet le a offered by my colleague ; and have made it their aaa ae 
o- tanding Committee on Appropriations ‘ ot col if t] l y tered if as an amendment to their bill 
qi n of a specific appropriation proposed by an amendment | Mr. WHYTE. I do not think so. 
pli ause the general appropriation bill to which that amen Mr. MORGAN. It has been done. 
to attached is not before them. I cannot understand it. The}; Mr. WHYTE. It may have been done without objection : } 
whole object of Rule 22 is to secure the consideration by the Commit- subject-matter must be recommitted to the committee to « nahi 
{ riations of a proposed amendment they may | to consider amendments; and the rule is a rule of reason and « f, 
fp consideration to that amendment they must have it twenty-four | mon sense, and if Senators will look at the language of the; 
hours before it is acted on in the Senate. Now, do y« say that an will see the object of it. The object is to submit to the Com; 
amendment cannot be referred to that committee because the com- | on Appropriations the amendments while they are discyssi: 
mittee has report he general bill to which the amendment applies? | whole appropriation bill. They know the revenue; they kno. 
It is no answer to may ha been so acted on. I think I | amount of the resources of the Government, and they know ; 
know cases where the reverse is true, but still in the nature of the | how much ¢ be expended ; a y know whe ther the Government 
subject why is it that astanding committee of this body cannot con- afford to make the expenditur and while they are consideri; 
sider an amendment proposing a specie appropriation because tl | question as to the total amount of appropriation, ey ame? 7, 
general subject has alre: been reported upon ? Are they not fa- intended to increase the appropriation bill must goto them. Ww 
miliar with the bill that has been reported? Are they not f | Because that committee has charge of the subject ; because ¢) if 
with the whole subject? Does not the ve ry fact that tl] | mittee is invested with the whole nature of the subject, and beeans 
already reported that bill show that they are familiar with it? | that committee can tell whether the resources of the Go 
Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to make a | will justify the increase of the appropriation 
ivgestion at that precise point of his argument in confirmation of Now, why under the rule ought that commit? to act befo 
it? The very rule implies that a mendments are first to be referred | bill is out of its possession? For the purpose I have stated. 
to committees that have not got the billin their possession at all. An | can ascertain whether it is proper to add that in of appro 
amendment toa general appro] ration bill s referred to the Commit- | tion to the appropriation bill, and must it not investigate 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, if it relates tothat subject, although | vance? Certainly. Look at the language of the rule: 
the Post-Oflice appropriation bill never goes tothem. The rule itself All amendments to general appropriation bills moved by directior 
implies that they may report a specific amendment to a bill that isin | or select committee of the Senate, proposing to increase an appropriation 4 
the possession of another committee o1 isin the possession of the | contained in the bill, or to add new items of appropriation, shall eas 
Sens ato. If they n o that, a for erv committee before they are offered, be referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
that had the bill in its possession all mn amendment Is that all? Is it a mere matter of form that they are to 
caves to it ? tothatcommittee? Isit a matter of red-tape that they must go 
Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Certainly, I agree with the Senator from } before they are offered in the Senate? No; it is for the purpos 
Massachusetts ; and besides, if Senators will retlect a moment, the | obtaining the mind of the Committee on Appropriations on the 
necessity of referring an amendment or making at it to the | ject at one’ time when it is conside ring the whole matter of 
bill may not occur to Senators until the committee has reported it. | and therefore, while it goes to that committee, and is acted 
The bill if not reported may when reported contai ’ very provis- | that committee, what further does the rule say 
lon wants aa he necessity of referring theamendment. When | and when actually proposed to the bil 
this bill eported, if a Senator finds that a provision which he de- | When it the: oa eae ee sacs - : 
sires incorporated in it has not been mi ude, do you say that becamee VOR 3 has come back irom che committee, when the amendment 
the committee have reported the general bill they hav e got rid of the is reported from the committee, elite t favorally or otherwis 
whole subject, and, therefore, the Senate is inc apable of considering that amendment so sent to them shall be— 
it? Bynomeans. Thevw hole ol bject of the rule is to procure consid- Actually proposed to the bill, no amendment proposing to increas 
eration to the a committee familiar with il thev can | stated in such amendment shall be received. 
consider it just we just as thoroughly after they e reported Why not? If it does not amount to anything to go to them, 
he bill as before, and the necessity for making the amendment is a mere matter of form, why can you not make, as in this cas 





be all the more apparent after the bill has been reported 
lor my life I cannot see anything in these rules th 
+ } } ] 


pt vents the 














consideration of an amendment which has been referred to the com 
mit twenty-four hours in advance of its being offered in the Sen- 
ate. It is proposed and offi red, and then when comes up in the 
Senate it is recularly offered: it has been considered, it has received 
the deliberate consideration of e standing committee of the Senate. 
Gentlemen seem to have idea that a standing « mumittee of the 
Senate cannot consider a branch of a subject unless the whole sub- 
ject is before then You have a standing Committee on Ager »pria- 
tions. lt is always the duty of that committee to consider any ques- 


tion of appropriations, either general or specitic, that the Senate may 
refer to them. 


Mr. MORRILL. May I ask the Senator from Georgia if it has not 
come under his notic« t certainly has come under mine—that the 
Committee on Appropriations have frequently come in with many 


amenements to bills that have already been reported ? 

HILL, of Georgia. Certainly. I said in reply to my friend 
from Connecticut that even if the precedent was the other way it 
would not satisfy me. I agree with the Senator from Vermont; I 
think I have observed ve ry often, and indeed I remember now myself 
to have offered amendments and had them referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations after that committee had reported the bill. 1 
did not see the necessity of the amendments until after they _ ud re- 
ported the bill; it was not brought to my attention; and I then had 
the amendments referred to the Committee on Approy — ons. I can 
see nothing in the world to prevent them from considering the sub- 








ject simply because they have reported the bil! 


Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, this is the first time in my life that 
I have ever heard that after a committee had made its re eae’ upon a 


amount $2,000,000 instead of $1,000,000? It shows that the rule is 
intended to have the amendment before the committee wher 

are examining the subject, acted upon then during their exami 

of the subject, and after their report of the bill is made, the a 
ment coming back with the bill, favorably or unfavorably, that sp 
cific amendment as it goes to them and comes back to the § 
cannot be altered, and the amount cannot be increased. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, it seems to me that the remarks 
honorable Senator from Maryland are made in entire misconcept 
of the policy of the Senate established in its rules relating to this 

matter. The rules go all through upon the idea that an amet t 
to a general appropriation bill is in some sense a separate bi 
relates to a large mass of different subjects, different expend t 
The learned Senator argues that when the Appropriat ions C 
has made its report upon a bill, it is functus officio as to that s nl 
and it cannot be supposed that it was the purpose of the Sena 
permit the commitment of an amendment to a bill to a committ 
had reported on the bill itself. Why, Mr. President, the Sena 
gets that the very rule he is discussing required and implies the ors 
inal commitment of the amendment to a committee that has uo juts 
diction over the bill whatever. This amendment was propel 
the first p lace, committed to the Committee on Post-Offices and fos 
Roads. They never were to report the bill itself; they bad a 
ment, and nothing else before them. Now, does not the hono 
Senator from Maryland see that the rule starts, in dealing wit 
matter of this amendment, on the theory that it is to be treat 
many parliamentary purposes, as if it were a separate bill? : 
having been repor ted to the Sénate as an amendment to : 
appropriation bill, by acommi ittee that never had that genera 
priation bill within its jurisdiction, but only tis part 
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_ chould it not be considered by the committee that had the gen- 
Na] under its jurisdiction ? . 
‘rule supposes and implies the expectation of the Senate that 


a } 
The rule 





hil] as matu - 7 , ; ; 
ha Dil] or amendments increasing what the bill provides with 


il 


iments are offered, first referred to the appropriate committee, 


ih the rule deals, implying, therefore, ordinarily that when these | 





nd the : 1are — 
~~ what the Committee on Appropriations have originally done; 
‘orwise the mover of the amendment cannot know whether he is 
voreasing the items of appropriation or whether he is adding an item 
+ already contained in the bill. Then when the amendment is in- 
hve re 4 ; 

tuceda 


Jara that no amendment increasing the amount of that amendment 





: for that purpose as an original bill) the precise provision which 

Senate had applied to the original bill as it came from the Com- 

mittee On Appropriations itself, and guarding the Treasury by pro- 

nibiting an increase of tlie appropriation. 

" Then the rule goes one step further and says, when this amendment 
5 properly and lawfully moved in the Senate it shall be in order to 

+ on the table by itself, and that the adoption of that motion 


ay lt ° ° ° * 
shall not carry the entire bill with it. 
“So. then, from its origin to its final disposition by an incorporation 
» the bill, or by a rejection, or by laying upon the table, the rules of 
the Senate treat an amendment introducing a new subject-matter into 
7 eneral appropriation bill, anew item, or increasing the proposition 
“the Committee on Appropriations as to old items, as for that pur- 
pose a separate bill, and no reason can be stated why such an amend- 
ment should not be referred, if moved after the original appropriation 
bil] has been reported, to the Committee on Appropriations, but on the 
contrary every reason is in favor of the jurisdiction of that committee. 
[ do not deal with the question whether this amendment is objec- 
tionable under the twenty-ninth rule as general legislation, because 
that point has not been taken yet. 
Mr. BUTLER. I offer the following amendment to the amend- 


of 


[The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question of order will be settled 
efore any amendment can be received to the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. I give notice, then, that I will offer an amendment, 
fter the word “ ports” in the fifth line to insert “in proportion to 
the annual value of the exports from said ports to foreign countries.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands the question 
of order to be that raised by the Senator from Pennsylvania, that this 
amendment having been referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tionsafter that committee had reported the bill to which the amend- 
nent is proposed, this amendment is for that reason out of order. The 
Chair holds that this amendment having been reported by one of the 
standing committees of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations more than one day prior to the time that it is offered 
for adoption in the Senate, the amendment is in order under Rule 28, 
notwithstanding the fact that the bill had been previously reported 
by the Committee on Appropriations, and overrules the point of order 
raised by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WALLACE. I now make the point of order under Rule 29 
that this is general legislation. It seems to me that that must be 
apparent from the provisions of the amendment. It is: 

I or additional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be expended under 
the direction of the Postmaster-General— 

That far it is a direct matter of appropriations; but then follows— 
u the establishment of mail steamship lines— 

First there are to be mail steamship lines established by the Post- 
master-General. He is authorized by this amendment for the first 
ume to establish mail steamship lines. Second, these mail steamship 
lines are to be— 


itably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports 


So that it is legislation which authorizes the Postmaster-General 
to create mail steamship lines and to distribute them among the At- 
lantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports. I do not mean to deal with 
the proviso, but simply desire to call the attention of the Senate to 
two words found in appropriation bills of this character in making 
‘ppropriation for steamship routes that now exist. The words are: 


»fad : tie 
For inland transportation by steamboat routes, $950,000. 


Those are already in existence. Those to which this $1,000,000 is | 
proposed to be appropriated are to be created by the Postmaster- | 


General and of course it becomes legislation. 
For inland transportation by star routes 


oon do they exist? By virtue of law creating them. They are | 
“aa in existence. There is no such thing as that in regard to the | 
‘aul steamship lines which are to be provided under this amend- | 


whiek Hence we create, we enact, we establish mail steamship lines, 
teh 1s the very broadest character of legislation, to appropriate 


thi ° . i 
bo million of dollars to. Hence I assert that this amendment is 
SdnOxXious to t 


lation. 
Mr. GARLA 
© be shinglec 


5S 


ND. This amendment is certainly unfortunate; it seems 
t over with objections on questions of order; but I am 


- amendments will ordinarily come in after the Senate sees the | 
ured by the committee. It is amendments not contained | 


‘» referred to the Committee on Appropriations, the Senate will | 


the rule goes on, as the Senator from Maryland says, to de- | 


1] be in order ; in other words, applying to that amendment (treat- | 


he twenty-ninth rule, that it contains general legis- | 


decidedly of the opinion that Rule 29 does not affect the amendment 
at all. That rule is simply to prohibit general legislation upon an 
appropriation bill coming in the shape of an amendment. The lan- 
guage is that an amendment shall not be received that proposes this 
kind of legislation. The amendment says: , 


For additional postal service to foreign countries— 


As amatter of course that means that there is already o postal 
service to foreign countries to which this is to be an addit 


Additional postal service to foreign countries— 
How much? 

| : , 

| one million dolla 


eral, in the establishment of mail steamship lines, equitably distributed amor 


Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports. 






s, to expended under the direction of the Postmaster-Gen 


| Mr. WALLACE. Will not those be new steamship lines ? 

Mr. GARLAND. That may be very true, but the langua,e of the 
first part of the amendment conveys the idea that it is additional. It 
is simply to increase, if you please, an existing service, just as you 
vould provide for carrying the mail on an additional mail-route 
Upon that and for that you make the appropriation. It is done every 
year in the postal appropriation bill. This is simply an addition to 
a service that already exists. 

In the establishment of mail steamship lines, equitably dist: 


a 
Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports 





The Senator from Texas has furnished me the Revised Statutes, see 
tion 4006, the law in reference to the establishment of postal service 
to foreign countries, and this is an appropriation for additional serv 
ice, to use the language of the amendment. There is already an 
existing law which this simply expands, which thissimply adds new 
items of expense to. It is scarcely ever the case when an appropria- 
tion of this character is made, whether by amendment or original bill, 
that directions are not given in the shape of mandates of law to the 
ofticer as to how he shall execute it or how he shall disburse the 
money. It becomes, therefore, a very diflicult question to determine in 
these appropriation bills what makes legislation, what are the features 
of legislation in directing the expending of the appropriations. 

If the point now made be well taken, I wish Senators to bear in 
mind that about two-thirds of this bill would have to be eviscerated 
from the body of it by an application of that rule. Let the Senate 
bear in mind for instance, commencing on line 23 of the ll 
contains this provision: 









And hereafter the Postmaster-General shall cause a condensed advertisement of 
all general mail-lettings of each State and Territory and of the District of Colum 
bia, as required by the provisions of an act approved May 17, 1878, entit Ar 


act to regulate the advertising of mail-lettings, and for other purposes 


It goes on for half a page of legislation in this appropriation bill, 
directing the Postmaster-General what he is to do, and Rule 2 says 
that an amendment shall not be received which is general legislation ; 
but here is an amendment coming from the committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. In the presence of the idea which the Sen 
ator from Arkansas suggests, and in elucidation of this subject, I 
should like to know if the existing postal system between this coun- 
try and foreign countries is established by law like the postal service 
on land, as suggested by the Senator from Arkansas? I know no 
statute of the United States which establishes post-routes between 
the United States and Great Britain, and the analogy I do not think 
exists. All the existence such routes have is derived from the regula 
tions of the Post-Office Department, I think. 

Mr. GARLAND. The statement of the Senator from Florida is cor- 
rect as I understand, and, as I have said so often, this simply expands 
and enlarges that service as our necessities and the exigencies of the 
Government require it to be done; and it is not, within the sense of 
Rule 29, making additional legislation or general legislation on an 
appropriation bill. If so, one-half or three-fourths of the bills we 
pass are vicious and this bill particularly is vicious, and I can point 
out four or five provisions that go to make new features in the ap- 
propriation bill, imposing new duties on the head of the Department 
and new duties on the employés and different officials of the United 
States in disbursing this money. Ido not think Rule 29 comes in 
conflict at all with this amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairrules that the amendment 
is not in order under Rule 29, and sustains the point of order raised 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MAXEY. I appeal from the decision of the Chair 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. From the ruling of the Chair the 
Senator from Texas appeals. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. . I make this point, that all questions of order 
| under Rule 29 should be submitted to the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Questions of relevancy are to be so 
submitted. Other questions may be decided by the Chair, or the 
; Chair supposes he may in his discretion submit them to the Senate. 
| Mr.WINDOM. Lrose before the Chair decided the question, for the 
purpose of submitting a reason why I thought this was not general 
| legislation. I will doit as the question now stands, with the per- 


mission of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It stands on an appeal. 

Mr. WINDOM. I have usually held very strictly both in the com- 
mittee and in the Senate upon the question of general legislation. I 
| do not believe, however, that this is that character of legislation pro- 
| hibited by the rules, and for this reason: the amendment goes no 
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further than to direct what shall be done with the money appropri- 
ated, The distinction I draw between general slation and that 
which is not general, between that prohibited by the rule and that 
allowable, is this: if you appropriate a sum of money and provide for 
an organization or for a service to be conducted at some fature time 
ndependent of the amount of money to be used, I think it would be 
general legislation ; but if you appropriate an amount ol money, and 
confine your amendment to the use of that money, directing what 

f that cannot 


shall be done with it. it seems to me to be legitimate. I 
be permitted in an appropriation bill, I think we shall be very much 





crippled in throwing around any appropriation the proper safeguards. 
I do not think the length of a provision has anything to do with it, 
provided you confine your amendment to the use of the money appro- 
priated. This s so contined, and therefore I ] snot general 
legislatic 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator from Minnesota let me ask him 
a question ? 

Mr. WINDOM. Certa 

Mr. CONKLING. Once or twice before amendments like this en- 
caged the judgment of the Senate on a point of order. I want to in- 
qu the Senator whether either of those instances was in the case 
of ‘ vhethe was only on the post-route 

Mr. WINDOM. It wasonan appropriation bill that this same point 

Mr. CONKLING. Put on by a vote of the Senate? 

Mr. WINDOM. J think the Senate voted that 1b Was ll rder, but 
lam That is my recollection. 

M1 rhe Senate has, I am quite sure, once or twice 
voter ndment like this was in order, but whether upon 
a gre! ation bill, Iwas not quite sure. I thought the Sen- 
tk OUlG is . 

Mr. WINDOM. My impression is, though I cannot answer posi- 

vely, that it was held in order on an appropriation bill,and the 
¥ iment hich the Senate formerly voted was very much 


broader than this; that amendment provided for the establishment of 
service which should run through several years and went further 
than the mere direction as to what should be dene with the money 
ppropriated. 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. It designated the ports. 

Mr. WINDOM. It designated numerous things that had no rela- 


on whatever to the distribution or direction of the money appro- 
priated, I want to press upon the Senate this one point: if we can- 
ot direct the use of the money we shall be in a very awkward posi- 
tion in making appropriations in the way of throwing safeguards 


around them and giving to them that use and direction which the 
Senate intends. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does not this amendment itself make an addi- 
tional appropriation 





Mr. WINDOM. There is an additional appropriation, and then the 
amendment, as I understand it, goes on to direct its use. Let me 
read it: 

For additional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be expended, un- 
der the d tion of the Postmaster-General, in the establishment of mail steamship 
ines, equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports: 
Provided, That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and manned 
by American citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be iron steam- 
ships, accepted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due inspection, as in all respects 
seaworthy and properly fitted to such service 


Every word in the amendment after “dollars” shows how the mill- 
ion dollars is to be expended. I do not think it is general legisla- 
tion within the meaning of the rule. 

Mr. WHYTE. May I ask the Senator from Minnesota before he 
concludes, if this is not general legislation in that it changes the 
present condition of the law in regard to the foreign mail service? 
I would like to ask the Senator from Minnesota whether the foreign 
mail service is not now couducted upon contracts made by the Post- 
master-General after advertising for bids and whether this does not 
put this money at his disposal to distribute it as he pleases among 
such steamship lines as he selects ? 

Mr. WINDOM. I cannot see how it changes any existing law on 
the subject. F 

Mr. WHYTE. Iask the Senator if the existing law does not re- 
quire the Postmaster-General to advertise for bids and to make con- 
tracts with the lowest bidder for the carrying of the mail? 

Mr. CONKLING. Not unless a proposed route has been estab- 
lished. 

Mr. WHYTE. I mean in regard to the foreign service. 

Mr. WINDOM. I think not. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. There is no such provision of law 

Mr. WHYTE. I think it is so. 

Mr. WINDOM. I believe no foreign mails are carried by contract. 

Mr. WHYTE. I do not know, but I think so. Section 4006 of the 
Revised Statutes provides : 

The Postmaster-General, after advertising for proposals, may enterinto contracts 
or make suitable arrangements for transporting the mail through any foreign coun- 
try, between any two points in the United States, & 

Section 4007 provides : 

The Postmaster-General may, after advertising for proposals, enter into contract 
for the transportation of the mail between the United States and any foreign 
country whenever the public interests will thereby be promoted 
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4008. The mail between the United States and any foreign port, or bet 
. = u, CUW Ber 


of the United States touching at a foreign port, shall be transported in at ports 
but the Postmaster-General may have such transportation Dp rformed ‘ : 
vessels when the service can be facilitated thereby. we DY sailing 
« : . 

4010. The Postmaster-General may impose fines on contractors for tray 
the mail between the United States and any foreign country, for any unre 
or unnecessary delay in the departure of such mail, or the performance of 
but the fine for any one default shall not exceed one-half of th, contra . ' ot 
the trip. a 

I think that all recognizes the making of contracts after adyer: 
ing for proposals. How can you fine a man for a breach of eons 
if you do not have to make a contract with him after advert 
for proposals ? 

Mr. WINDOM. I want to suggest one point to the Senator fr 


Maryland. If I understand the law ho has read, it is simply per: 
sive ; the Postmaster-General may do it, but I am informed }y 
bers of the Post-Office Committee that he does not do it: ana 


A SUP Dosa 


t 


by: 


the law does authorize him, this is simply in conformity with jt.» 

may act under that law in doing the same thing now. = 
Mr. WHYTE. Itoccurred to me that under the law he was to) 

a contract with the company that would do the work for the }o ial 

sum. That is the usual mode of making contracts with this Gc ca 

ment. - 
Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator will pardon me, I do not know 


but that he is right, but as I ventured to reply in a word to 
gestion, I will explain as well as I can what I meant. In the caso. 
a post-route established and regulated, the Postmaster-General js ¢ 
do what the Senator has now read, and he is to act under statntes 
still more specific. In the case of foreign and ocean service the Pos 
master-General may do what the Senator has read, and doing it tho 
vessel, if a steam-vessel, may be allowed an amount not exceeding al] 
the sea postage and all the inland postage; if the vessel be a foreign 
or a sailing vessel, the Postmaster-General may allow any sum not 
exceeding all the sea postage. That is the law as I understand it. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from New York yield { 
motion to adjourn ? P 

Mr. CONKLING. Iwill yield altogether in a moment, and bey 
glad to vote for the Senator’s motion. There being two sets of pr 


} 


visions, one those relating to the establishment of post-routes, and 
the other the general provisions to which the Senator from Maryland 
has referred, I submit to him this proposition : The amendment pro- 
poses that under the direction of the Postmaster-General this shal] 
be done. Why would it not be in exact accordance with the provis- 
ions of law the Senator has read? How does it change those provis 
ions? Onthe contrary, as to that point it strikes me that this amend 
ment is not only in aid of those provisions, not only consistent with 
them, but entirely subordinate to them, because the amendment says 
‘‘under the direction of the Postmaster-General in the establishment 
of mail steamship lines.” 

Mr. WHYTE. But it limits him to American vessels of a parti 
lar character. 

Mr. CONKLING. The proviso is: 

Provided, That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and manned 
by American citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be i I 
aceepted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due inspection, as in all respect 
seaworthy and properly fitted to such service. 

That follows and if that is the Senator’s point, I am not sure that 
he is not right so far that it would restrict the Postmaster-General 
from employing foreign ships and sailing ships. In this respect it 
follows provisions which were attached to three statutes relating to 
the carrying of mails from San Francisco to Hong Kong which pro- 
vided, the last of them, that the ships should be iron ships as to the 
future service, of 4,000 tons registered burden, to be surveyed and 
inspected and accepted, and further provided that in case of war they 
should be pusrchasable at an appraisement by the Government. This 
amendment in that respect seems to run somewhat in that groove. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I would like to suggest to the Senator from 
New York that,so far as I know, there is no law providing for the 
establishment of steamship lines. Here is now an appropriation to 
be expended in the establishment of steamship lines. Is it not legis- 
lation on an appropriation bill? There is no general law that estab- 
lishes such lines of steamships, and I ask now if we provide money 
to be appropriated to that purpose, is it not general legislation estab- 
lishing mail steamship lines which do not now exist? 

Mr. CONKLING. I can only say that I do not wonder that 
Senator from Delaware should ask that question. It is a very set: 
ous question and a very hard question to answer, and he puts oe 
objection to this legislation under the rule in the most formidable 
shape in which it can be presented. That is a question undoubtedly 
that I do not venture at this moment at all events to discourse upon. 
I rose only to call the attention of the Senator from Maryland to the 
fact that, except as to the description of the particular ships to h 
employed, this would seem to be consonant with the statute which 
he has been reading. al 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, as I endeavored to state W hen * 
was up before in making the point, if this were an Le gt = 
the transportation of foreign mails to be expended under the « wt 
tion of the Postmaster-General, then the proposition made by sel 
Senator from Minnesota would be correct; but it is to be expended 
in the establishment of mail steamship lines; it is the creation z 
new lines; it is the employment of ships, and not for transportati 
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, alone. It is to create the means by which mails are 
fey sported. It is to establish by virtue of law the means by 
“hn we are to transport the mails to foreign ports, and not for the 


gn mais 


va portation of the mails alone. That is the point I make. 
Mr, BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

motion was agreed to; and (at five o’clock and two minutes 

the Senate adjourned. 
Tat . . SDOQMATI AT $I 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, February 10, 1881. 
cho House met at eleven o'clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain 


Ww. P. Harrison, D. D. 
rhe Journal of vesterday was read and approved. 
WESTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA. 
\BELL. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s 
ill of the House returned from the Senate with an amend- 
forthe purpose of concurring in the amendment of the Senate. 
House bill No. 6599, to change the times for holding the circuit 
courts of the United States for the western district of 


district 
-einia, held at Danville, Virginia. 
vy BLOUNT. I shall not object to this proposition, but I give 
» that I shall object to the consideration of any bill of impor- 
at this time. 
There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker's 
ndment of the Senate was to add to section 1 the words 


1 of the times now fixed by law.” 
I nendment of the Senate was concurred i: 
Mr. CABELL moved to reconsider the vote 1} 


Ie 
which the amend- 


o moved that the mo- 


uy 
the Senate was concurred in; and als 


» rec onsider be laid on the table. 


e latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
fy, COX. I call for the regular order. 
e SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour for the | 


f committees for reports. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I move to dispense with the morning hour. 
Mr. KELLEY. I ask the gentleman to listen to me for a moment. 


COX. Lcall for the regular order. 
Mr, KELLEY. I am instructed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means to report a bill for the purpose of enforcing our treaty with 
ference to the Netherlands, and to ask that it be referred to the 
mmittee of the Whole. 
Mr. COX. Does the gentleman want action on the bill now ? 
. KELLEY. No; only to refer it to the Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union. 
{fr.COX. I have no objection to that. 








Yr 
Aili 


DUTIES ON TEA AND COFFEE. 





H. R. No. 7158) to repeal discriminating duties on tea and 
» products of the possessions of the Netherlands; which was 





n the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

KELLEY. 

t earlier if opportunity offers, call up this bill for action. 
KANKAKEE RIVER, INDIANA, 


Mr. DE LA MATYR, by unanimous consent, presented concurrent 
tsolutions of the General Assembly of Indiana, in relation to the 
aprovement of the navigation of the Kankakee River, in the State 
Indiana; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr, COX. I move to dispense with the morning hour for reports. 

the SPEAKER, That motion is pending, made by the gentleman 
irom Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER. ] 

‘he question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 90, 
0€8 Jd. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS said: No quorum has voted. 


sellers were ordered; and Mr. VAN Vooruis and 
‘ppointed, 


Mr. Cox were 


The House again divided ; andthe tellersreported that there were— 
Ayes 122, noes 2s, 7 
%0 (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the morning hour for re- 
5 of committees was dispensed with. 
he SPEAKER, The morning hour under the new rule adopted 
‘ome commences at twenty-five minutes past eleven o'clock. 
~t.COX. Let the new rule be read. 

© SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the rule. 

<= Clerk read as follows: 

sindor et he House of Representatives, After to-day, on ea 
Ay8, wh 


: h day of the re- 
shower Ga on other than the third Monday of February and the last six 
thirds vote. th motion the morning hour shall be dispensed with by a two- 
aler “*, at hour shall be set apart for the consideration of bills on the several 

and on the Speaker's table under the followir g regulations: The States 


ars 


| be wasted. 


and Territories shall be called in order as now provided for, and as each is called 
one of its members shall be named by the Speaker, selected in alphabetical order 
who may move the consideration of a bill; if objected to by fivemembers risin 





their seats it shall not be considered, otherwise the member making the n otior 
shall be entitled to five minutes for explanation of his bill, or, instead thereof. te 
the reading of the report accompanying the same, provided tho reading of such re 


port shall not exceed five minutes, and then a vote shall be taken rhe call of 





States shall go on from day to day until completed, as above provided, and y 
ever all the Members and Delegates from any State or Territory have bee: i 
by the Speaker, such State or Territory shall thereafter be omitted from the cal! 
until all the Member d Delegates shal! have been so named Any membe« 






answering as his name 


The SPEAKER. Under this rule the Chair 
man from Alabama, Mr. CLEMENTs. 


is called shall be considered to have waived his pri. 


recognizes the ve 


BONDS 1 
Mr. CLEMENTS. I call up 
} — 


to allow marshal 


LE TAKEN BY MARSHALS. 
consideration the bill (H. R. No. 


uty marshals to take bond in certain 


oO 


Oos80 





Cases. 
The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after wl 
ask for objections. 
} {11 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, d That iz t be the duty of the 
court or oflicer by whose authority a warrant shall issue for the arrest of any per 
son residing more than twenty miles from the place at which such warrant is re 
turnable, to fix and cause to be indorsed on the warrant, at the time o 
an amount at which the arresting officer may take bail, as hereinafter provided 

Sec. 2. That the marshal or other officer executing such warrant shall, on the 
request of the defendant, discharge him on his giving bond in the sum so fixed 
with good and sufficient sureties, for his appearance at the next term of the court 
having jurisdiction of the offense, and from term to term thereafter until discharged 
by law, to answer any indictment which may be found, or information which may 


ich the Chair will 


all cases of misdemeanor it shall 





its 


issuance 

















be instituted nst him therefor; and if such court is then in session, for h 
appearance at such present term of the court, and from term to term thereaftera 
hereinabove provided. lf the defendant does not avail himself of the privilege t 
give bail before the warra irned, according to its mandate, future proceed 
ings in the cause shal]! be thout reference s act 

Mr. FRYE. Does that bill come under the new rule from one of 


the calendars, or from the Speaker's tale 
The SPEAKER. It is on the H 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. HERBERT. And a unanimous report from that committee. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will now ask for objections to the con 
sideration of the bill which has been read. 
Mr. BROWNE. Before that is done, I desire to make an inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BROWNE. Is this the report of the majority of the Committee 
on the Judiciary ! 


Mr. HERBERT. 

Mr. WILSON. 

Mr. HAYES. 
been read ? 

The SPEAKER. 
minutes w 


suse Calendar, and is a report from 


It is the unanimous report of that committee. 
Let it go; itis allright. — 
Mr. Speaker, can we not object after the report has 


The gentleman will see that in such case the five 
hich may have been occupied in reading the report would 
If objection is to be made, it had better be made as soon 


| as the bill is read; in fact, as the Chair understands, that is the re- 


quirement of the rule. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 


| The gentleman from Alabama has five minutes to speak upon the bill, 


KELLEY, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported | 


and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 


I desire to give notice that I will on Saturday next, | 


but in lieu of that he calls for the reading of the report. 

The Clerk was proceeding to read the report, when 

Mr. CONGER said: Mr. Speaker, if when a bill has been read and 
objection called for, a substitute is to be offered, I think that takes 
the case out of the rule. We cannot give assent to a substitute 
before having heard it read at all. 

The SPEAKER. The bill which was read was the substitute re- 
ported by the committee for the original bill. It is the substitute 


| that is to be voted on. 


The Clerk resumed the reading of the report, which is as follows 


The Committee on the Judiciary, having had under consideration the bill (H.R 
No. 6495) entitled ‘‘ A bill to allow marshals and deputy marshals to take bonds ir 
certain cases, and for other purposes,”’ beg leave to report the accompanying substi 
tute therefor, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The committee find that, under the present law and practice, defendants are 
often obliged to be carried long distances—often more than one hundred and fifty 


| miles—at great expense to the Government, to the court, or commissioner issuing 


the warrant, there to be bailed. If the defendant is able to give bond, he is put to 
great expense in traveling back home; but it often happens that he is imprisoned 
because, among strangers, he can find no sureties. The committee can see no rea 
son why the United States officer making the arrest may not take the bond in sach 


sum as may have been fixed by the officer or court ordering the arrest. It is the 
practice in Alabama, Kentucky, Ohio, and other States for the arresting officer te 


take bail in many cases, and your committee believe the bill, if it be enacted into 
a law, will tend greatly to the relief of hardships resulting under the present sys 
tem, from the factthat criminal process runs in the United States I 
territory, while at the same time it will tend to reduce expenses 

Mr. CLEMENTS. Mr. Speaker, this bill has received the unani- 
mous report of the Judiciary Committee, as lam informed. I have 
selected this bill as one among a number of others, but this one in 
particular as of more interest and importance, and of no ordinary im- 
portance to the people of my State. It is intended for the relief of 
my people as well as to curtail and lessen very greatly the expenses 
of the General Government. 

I have been informed that the annual expenses for marshals and 
deputy marshals in the State of Alabama amonnt to the enormous 
sum of over fifty thousand dollars, and that over four-tenths of this 
amount is charged to the expenses of marshals and deputy marshals 
making arrests. }, sir, to relieve the people from un- 


ourts over large 


It is intended, 
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necessary and grievous hardships and inconvenience. It 
measure of great economy to the Government. 

Sir, I could state instances of arrest in my own district, in Sumter 
and Green Counties, that would excite not only the sympathy but 
would stir the indignation of all honest men. Citizens of my district 
have been arrested on mere trumped-up charges, without any just 
foundation for such proc eedings: dragged from their homes, families, 
hundreds of miles away among strangers, practically denied theright 
of bail, and obliged to go to prison, in many cases discharged and 
obliged to return home at heavy expense, without money to pay their 
way. Sir, I shrink from contemplating the suffering to which my peo- 
ple have been subjected, and I appeal to this House to permit this bill 
to pass under the rule, which will bring some mitigation of the hard- 
ships of the present practice and system now in force in Alabama. 

It will be observed that this bill is well guarded, and limited to 
eases of misdemeanor, and restricted to persons residing more than 
twenty from the place at which such warrant is returnable. It 
confers upon the court or officer issuing the warrant the power and 
authority to fix the amount of bail to be required or taken by the mar- 
shal or officer making the arrest. Underthe present law and practice, 
defendant and parties arrested for mere misdemeanor are often com- 
pelled to travel long distances, often more than one hundred and fifty 
and even two hundred miles, at great expense to the Government to 
appear before the court or commissioner issuing the warrant, there to 
be bailed. If the defendant is able to give bond he is put to great ex- 
pense in traveling back home; but it often happens that he is obliged 
to go to prison because, away from home and friends, among strangers, 
he can find no sureties. I can see no reason why the United States 
officers making the arrest may not take the bond in such sum as may 
have been fixed by the officer or court ordering the arrest, as provided 
in this bill. 
tice in Alabama, Kentucky, Ohio, and other States, for the arresting 
otiicer to take bail in many cases in State courts, and I am persuaded 
and believe that this bill, if enacted into a law, will greatly relieve 
my people of hardships resulting under the present system, from the 
fact that criminal process runs in the United States courts over a very 
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large extent of territory, while at the same time it will tend greatly 


to rednce the expense of the Government. Sir, we have felt most 
keenly and severely the workings and hardships of the present sys- 
tem practiced by the marshals. Our people are arrested for minor 


cases of misdemeanor, often without cause, carried one hundred and 


fifty or two hundred miles before the court or commissioner, there to | 


give bond among strangers, when all this expense and unnecessary 
trouble could be avoided and the party allowed to make bond at the 
time and place of his arrest. Sir, I appeal to the sense of this House 
in behalf of my people that this bill be passed at once. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading ; and 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CLEMENTS moved to reconsider the vote 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to rec: 
the table. 

The latter motion was a 


was 
by which the bill 
ynsider be laid on 


reed to, 
CHEROKEE AND 

The SPEAKER. 
State of Arkansas; 
Arkansas, Mr. CRAVENS. 

Mr. CRAVENS. I move to take from the House Calendar for pas- 
under this call the bill (H. R. No. 6061) to incorporate the Cher- 
and Arkansas River Railroad Company. It has been unani- 
mously reported, with amendments, from the Committee on Railways 
and Canals. 


ARKANSAS RIVER RAILROAD COMPANY. 


order under this call is the 


Chair recognizes the gentleman from 


a a ; 
The next State in 


and the 


sa pre 


okee 








Lhe bi ] was read, as follows: 

\ bill to incorporate the Cherokee and Arkansas R Railroad Company. 

Be it i, dc., That Thomas Nickerson, Sterne Morse, T. Jefferson Coolidge, 
ib. P. Cheney, Alden Speare, Isaac T. Burr, Charles W. Pierce, C. J. Paine, F. H. 
Peabody, Thomas Dana, George B. Wilbur, Lucius G. Pratt, Solomon 8, Sleeper, 
Warren Sawyer, and Levi C. Wade, of Massachnsetts: W. 1. Strong, E. Wilder, 
George T. Anthony, William P. Hackn John M. Steele, E. H. Funston, Almerin 
Gillett, W. IL. Guy Hubbard, of Kansas; Granville Wilcox, of Arkansas; J. M. 
Keating, George W. Armistead, Edward Whitemore, of Tennessee, and Thomas 
Sherlock, of Ohio, the ates and successors, are hereby incorporated under 
the na of The Chero Ar as River Railroad Company, with authority 
to construct, maintain, : ate a line of railroad and telegraph, beginning at 
Arkansas City, in the State of Kansas, and running through the an Territory, | 





by the best prac ticable route following. substantially. the g 
Arkansas River, and bridging the same where necessary, to a poi 
Smith, in the State of Arka 


of the 
ut or near Fort 
all the powers, 


course 





tion is vested wit! 





privileges, and immunities necessary to carry into effect the purposes of this act, 
and is subject to all general laws which now are and hereafter may be in force re 
lating to railroad corporations. The capital stock shall not exceed $4,300,000. It 
shall be divided into shares of the par value of $100 ea to be deemed personal 
property and transferable on t books of t corporation as the by-laws may 
prescribe 

Sec. 2. That within thirty days after the passage of this act the persons named 

} 


in the first section, and their associ: l 
at least ten of said persons, a copy of which ave been mailed to each of the 
others at least ten days before the time appointed ch persons shall con- 
stitute a quorum, and they shall organize under this act and choose not less than 
five persons to act as directors until others n by the ribers to the 
capital stock, who shall be called together for that purpose by the acting directors 
upon not less than ten days’ notice, when no an 1,000 shares of said stock 
have been in good faith subscribed f By-laws may be adopted at said last-named 
meeting, and the same may be altered, amended, or repealed, as may therein be 
provided. In each vear thereafter there Ul l 


ates, sh pursuant to a notice signe d by 





e 
renof si 
subsc 


are chose 
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shall a meeting of the stockholders, to 
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As stated in the report of the committee, this is the prac- | 
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be known as the annual meeting, for the choice of dir 
number, all of whom shall be stockholders, and shall serye for ¢ 
and until their successors are chosen. eee suing 
Sec. 3. That the directors may make contracts and execute |e 
ances and accept the same in the name of the corporation, transa, : 
provide for the construction, maintenance, and operation of the railroad f 
egraph, and may mortgage the property and franchises of the corporati.. + I! 
and are vested with all the powers necessary thereto. Thev nal = 
of their doings upon the request of any five stockholder hall giv 




















; + Seen ; a rs at the annual M 
ané prior thereto shali submit to the stockholders a report of the ex , g , 
railroad, telegraph, appurtenances, and equipment, the earn); tat 
indebtedness, assets, and liabilities of the corporation. E M 

Sec. 4. That said corporation shall file in the office of the Secretars n¢ « l 
rior, under its corporate seal, its acceptance of the provisions of t rg 
sixty days from the passage thereof, and shall then be entitled to ¢), 
the provisiens contained in sections 1 and 4 of the act approved Mar : 
titled ‘“‘An act granting to railroads the right of way through the yn | 
the United States ae? ; M 

Sec. 5. That said corporation having complied with the r julrements ; 
1 of this act, is hereby authorized and empowered to construct its railr, : 
egraph through any Indian lands or reservation when the same sha] : 
tothe construction of its said line, and for that purpose to condemn a rie! 
to the extent of one hundred feet on each side of the central line of ites 
and shall have the right to take, from the lands adjacent to the line of « ; 
material, earth, stone, and timber necessary for the construction and main: y 
of said railroad and telegraph; also grounds adjacent to said right of wa a 
tions, buildings, depots, machine-shops, side-tracks, turnouts, and wood. 
water stations, not to exceed twenty acres for each station, to the e. ti 3 
station for each ten miles of its road. And said corporation may ente 
take private property, subject to and in accordance with the provisions of « 

3 of an act approved July 2, 1864, entitled “An act to amend an act ent -~ 
act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Vf. 8 
River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the . he 
for postal, military, and other purposes,’ approved July 1, 1862,” and if at ; 


of such taking there shall be no judge of a court of record within said In: 
ritory, or having jurisdiction over any part thereof, then condemnation «! 
made and compensation paid for property taken and damages sustained ynder « 
regulations and before such tribunalasthe President shall appoint. Said ; noi 
and telegraph may be constructed through any military or other reserya 
apart for the use of the United States. 
Sec. 6. That this act is upon the express condition that said compan 















to construct its line within six months, and complete the same within ¢ os aaa I 
from the passage of this act, so as to perfect a through connection to the VW aie of 1 
sippi River at Memphis, Tennessee, for both passengers and freight, without oat 
or break of bulk. , iL 


Before the reading of the bill had been concluded, 

Mr. TUCKER said: Have objections been called for 

The SPEAKER. They have not. 

Mr. CLYMER. I want to reserve all points of order on t 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I object to the consideration of the ) 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the bill will be concluded 
which the Chair will ask for objections. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bil 

Mr. CLYMER. Irise to a question of order. 


Is D 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. g0 
Mr. CLYMER. My point is this: that this act of incorporat I 


gives the right of way through the public lands, and gives, as | 
derstand, twenty acres of land to each section of the road not ex 
ing one mile. ol 
The SPEAKER. Ten miles. 
Mr.CLYMER. Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not know what may be de- ot 
termined to be the proper practice under this new rule. Under the 
rules as they have heretofore existed, no bill which made an appr 


priation or which granted lands or property of the United States could 


be considered in the first instance save in Committee of the Whole m 
and I do not believe the rules in that respect have been changed ie 
Therefore, in my judgment, the point of order lies that this bill mast C 


go to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MANNING. There is not an acre of public land given ay 

Mr. CLYMER. The right of way is given. 

Mr. MANNING. Not at all. The gentleman listens but poor 
apprehend, if, he supposes that this bill appropriates one dolla 
public money or gives away one acre of land. 5 

The SPEAKER. This bill came from the Committee on Rai 
and Canals, and is on the House Calendar, it consequently comes 
within the scope of the rule. 

Mr. MANNING. I was going to remark for the information 01 t 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that this bill merely gives power ' 
condemn the right of way, but the company must pay for every 1) 
of ground. Not one dollar of money, and not one acre of the pad 
land, is given away by the bill. I may remark in addition, as ! 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] has called my attention 0 * 
private conversation with me a moment ago to acriticism that mig 
be pronounced upon the bill in its present shape—— | 

Mr. BREWER. I object to a discussion of the merits 0! 
on the point of order. ; 

Mr. MANNING. I do not want to discuss the bill, but t 
statement of fact which I apprehend the gentleman will be or. 
hear if he will give me an instant. It was suggested that this ; 
improperly undertook to incorporate a railroad in the State of — : 
and the State of Arkansas, running across the Indian Territory, At - 
sas City, in the State of Kansas, being the point of beginning, 9’ 
Fort Smith, in the State of Arkansas, the point of termination. ©" 
I have this moment amended the bill so as to meet this objectio 
which I am sure will be satisfactory to the gentleman from Arkansa: 
[Mr. CRAVENS, ] who has invited the action of the House at this a | 
ment. Under the bill as modified the road will begin in the *"™ : 
Territory, near Arkansas City, and wil! stop in the Indian Territo! | 
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+ Smith, the former being within a mile or two of the line 
Kansas and the Indian Territory and th er within a 
the Indian Terri- 





lat? 
Abt 


e 
two of the line between Arkansas and t 
Ly - . 

yy. SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
aa sate on the merits of the bill. 

There is no debate; I was merely making that 


BREWER] 
+s to del 
Mr MANNING 


temenf. 1: 


] 
Will 
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BREWER. An explanation of the is de} 
SPEAKER. The point made by the gentleman from Penn- 
[Mr CLYMER] is that this bill donates a part of the public 
tv of the United States and must first be considered in Com- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
> FRYE. Before the Speaker makes a decision on that point I 
49 be heard for a single moment, because if that point is de- 
} a e way then this new rule becomes absolutely worthless. 
4 SPEAKER. Not necessarily so. The Chair would suggest 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole to be there con- 
sjered might be entertained. ; 
vr FRYE. Mr. Speaker, the point which iis 
'» from Pennsylvania goes further a great deal than the mere point 
hat this bill contains a donation of public lands. There is the same 
le f 4 bill contains any appropriation whatever it must be first con- 
sijered in the Committee of the Whole. Therefore, if the Speaker 
a ' ins this point of order made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
tty preserve consistency he will be obliged to sustain the point 
order if made against any bill which contains any appropriation of 
oney orland. I suppose nine out of ten bills on the Calendar con- 
‘ain an appropriation. Therefore, if the Speaker should rule that 
noint to be well taken, then nine out of ten bills on the House Calen- 
fas would be taken out from under this rule, except by another rule 
which the Speaker suggests. 

If the Speaker pleases, there are the rules; and that is simply one 
of the rules adopted by this House, that every bill containing an ap- 
»ropriation shall be first considered in the Committee of the Whole. 
lere comes an additional rule and this rule says distinctly, affirma- 

vely, positively, that whenever the morning hour is dispensed with 
rs two-thirds vote—and there comes in the power of the House—by 
two-thirds vote, then the States shall be called; and when a name 

ihed and called in its alphabetical order the gentleman bearing 
name shall present a bill from the Calendar to the House for its 
nsideration. Then, to preserve the House again, if five members 
t in their seats, it shall not be considered; but if five men do not 
then that bill shall be considered, that gentleman shall have 
ve minutes for debate or for the reading of the report. It then 
goes one step further and says: “And the House shall vote upon it.” 
The House shall vote upon it! Now, sir, under any fair construction 
of this last rule life and force must be given to it if it is not in con- 
et with formerrules. If it isin conflict, the intention and purpose 
he House in passing the rule would control and govern in this 
last rule. And it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, entirely clear that the 
other rule is repealed to this extent when a bill is presented through 
this devious road which this resolution itself marks out. I hope, 
therefore, the Speaker will not sustain the point of order. 

Mr.CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, these two rules, the new and the old 
one on this subject, must be considered together. That is the fair, 
legal rule of construction. Now, this new rule is that under certain 
circumstances a certain member may move the consideration of a bill. 
The general existing rule is no bill containing an appropriation may 
be considered save in the Committee of the Whole. Now, it is pre- 
sumed he may move only the consideration of a bill, which may be 
considered in the House, and which must not by its terms be consid- 
ered in the Committee of the Whole. The two rules can stand to- 
gether, and hence it is I have made the point of order, so that the 
Speaker may make a ruling which will protect the Treasury, and 
Which will protect—I1 do not say in this case, and I do not say in every 
“ase, DUC In Many cases—from depletion. For, sir, in five minutes 
under this rule who can do that justice to the rights of the Govern- 
oe which is necessary in order to a fair consideration of the sub- 
ve And I hold the only fair construction which can be put upon 
i", the only safe construction which can be put upon the new rule by 
ue Speaker, is the one I have prayed for. 

_ ait. ROBESON. I think the point of order made by the gentle- 
wan trom Pennsylvania is a good one, and for this reason: we have 
seneral rules which govern the introduction of bills, and we have 
special rules which apply to special bills. Now we made a general 
ue yesterday for the rest of the session to govern the general intro- 
ps ae oa but that general rule does not repeal a particular 
ten 1 Which applies to a particular class of bills. That is a prin- 
“iple of legal construction of every law and of every rule. Ordinary 
.. ome in under certain conditions. Bills appropriating money 
partienlon pened come in under certain other restrictions. That 
Particular, detinite restriction is not repealed by a general rule unless 


; a? pointed to that, and specially stated, it does apply such 


Mr. HATCH. 
Mr. ROBESON 


j rt 
Vr JAE 
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ed by the gentle- 








I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

Pe - Tam not arguing this question with regard to this 
YIM, Or with regard : ; rti Sas. : 
principl gard to any other particular bill. But. sir, that is the 
pert ra © upon which the rule must be construed, and when you de- 

om it you are afloat on an ocean of doubt and difficulty. We 








| portant in this connection. 
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have applied for the protection of the Treasury and the protection of 
the property of the United States a special restrictio 
tion bills; and that will not be repealed under any 1 






to appropria- 


*, unless it is 


particularly referred to and particularly stated. The general pro- 
vision applying to general bills and the general introduction of bills 
does not repeal it. 
Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, on this point of order 
Mr. HATCH. I rise to a point of order. 


The SPEAKER. There is a point of order already pending 

Mr. HATCH. I wish to ask a parliamentary question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HATCH. I wish to ask if the time consumed in the discussion 


of this point of order comes out of the hour allowed for the 
duction and passage of bills by unanimous consent under thi 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. HATCH. Then I hops the 
discussion. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Mr. 
discuss the question whether the point of order raised against this 
bill is well taken or not. I desire for a moment the attention of the 
House and the eye of the Speaker while I[ state a fact which is im- 

I have been trying for more than a year 
to get the eye of the Speaker and the ear of the House on this bill. 
I undertake to say now thatif gentlemen are right in their conclusion 
they are wrong in their premises. There is no money or property of 
the United States appropriated by this bill or disposed of by it in any 
manner. It distinctly declares that simply the right of way is asked 
for, but does not part with a dollar of public property. 

Mr. PAGE. I call the gentleman to order; he is discussing the 
merits of the bill. As I understand it, no debate is allowed on the 
merits of it except the five minutes under the rule. 

Mr. YOUNG, ot Tennessee. But gentlemen assume in making the 
point of order that this bill proposes to take the property or money 
of the United States, and I am simply showing in fact that it does 
not. It goes through the Indian Territory— 

Mr. PAGE. Ithink the gentleman is certainly discussing the mer 
its of the bill. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. The gentleman is mistaken. Iamdis 
cussing the point of order which has been raised against the bill. I 
am trying to explain that the point of order cannot lie against it for 
the reason that no property of the Government is disposed of in any 
shape orform. Isay that it passes through the Indian Territory 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I make this point of order: that this 
discussion in reference to the point raised upon this bill is premature, 
and under the rule—— 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Have I the floor or not? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois has risen to a point 
of order which the Chair will hear. 

Mr. CANNON, of llinois. I make the point of order that it is not 
in order to discuss the question of order raised upon the bill until it 
is before the House for consideration. This bill is not properly be- 
fore the House for consideration under the rule which we have just 
adopted. The Speaker has not called for objections; five members 
have not risen in their places and made objection. If five members 
do rise in their places and object to the consideration of it the point 
of order is useless; and I insist that that question should be asked 
first. If the bill is before the House for consideration, then gentle- 
men are privileged to make their points of order. If that question 
is asked upon this and many other bills without reference to the 
point of order the bill will be defeated. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. If the gentleman is through I 
like to continue. In addition to what I have said—— 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. The point of order can only be made 
after the bill is before the House for consideration. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. If any other gentleman desires to be 
heard, I hope they will goon now. If not I would like to be heard 
a few moments myself at this time. I want to say further, Mr. 
Speaker, that while there is no property of the Government sought 
to be appropriated or disposed of under the provisions of this bill, 
neither is there any attempt to deprive the Indian tribes of thei: 
property without their consent or without compensation. Treaty 
stipulations already protect them and provision is made for their con- 
sent. The terms of the bill provide that the consent of the Indian 
tribes shall be obtained, which I believe is provided for under exist- 
ing treaties already. There can be no objection to the passage of 
this bill. It simply throws open the great grain regions of the West 
by a railroad line four hundred and fifty miles long, whereas we now 
have some fourteen hundred miles. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Has the point of order been decided ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr.STEPHENS. I desire to be heard for a moment upon the point 
of order. 

TheSPEAKER. Assuggested by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr 
CANNON, ] the Chair will tirst submit the question to the House as to 
objections under the rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to be heard then on the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman if the 
bill is allowed to come before the House for consideration. The Chair 


intro 
s rule? 
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question will be decided without 


Speaker, I will not undertake to 


would 
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thinks it would be proper under the rule to ask first if there be objec- Phe bill was read, as follows: 
tio! : , Be enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he é teen. 
M LYMER. Suppose tive gentlemen do obie zed and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions ae 
' ATED vit - eee — ‘ nt of order, | tions of the pension laws, the name of Mary Leggett, widow of Robert 7 te 
Phe SPEAKER. ihat, of course, Will dispose ol e po soo URLS | late private Tenth Connecticut Volunteers, to date from t} hips va -Rg 
because the bill will not be before the House. Is there objection to | death — : 
+] : leration of ¢ hill? f ter a paus More than tive “a . 
he consideratio f ti bil After a pause | Mc f Phere was no objection. 
nber , abiert ‘an th a not fore t House for con- , 
: ° > : , = ; — ; The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read ; rd ¢ 
at being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time 
ORT Al iL] Y RESE! ONS, ¢ ORNIA Mr. TUCKER. Does not the same point of order lie agai; 
,* . . = mellls 
. bill as that which was before the House a few moments aro 
state ol rca a mn . — ry 4 — a Sn 
i ie : . g The SPEAKER. The point of order was not raised s+ 3} 
Mr. Bl RRY whee e ¢ siderati 0 rt ite “ 4 as aa he 
. Py SKI than } : “epg time. It is now too late. 
I} wp? I} j ot @ Dlil Willi UD ‘ ( . ‘ . 
oi he bill was then passed. 
j ( ‘ 
s MILTON L. SPARR. 
; rr i * x — 
‘ t ( » the ‘ rhe State of Florida having been called, 
Mr. BISBEE called up the bill (S. No. 1193) grantine 
AN] I l ! Milton L. Sparr, said bill being on the Private Calend 
Ch Las f & The bill was read, as follow 
Senate and H ] auf f t States of Be it enacted dc That the Secretary of the Interior be, and . 
{ u ess assembled, That the lands in ded in tl ort ading mili- | ized and directed to place onthe pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
m and in the Fort Crook military reservation, in t State of Cali- | tions of the pensi on meof Milton L. Sparr, ass cond lis 1tenar 
ere est d e pul domai : ‘ ' . pany K, Nineteen ndiana Volunteers, from and aft« 
I tally ] fore issued to any lands wit! t Fort Keading | this act 
eseT ‘ 1 ‘ y re tion are her med arava . : ‘ . ‘ S 
. | That the rights of « ttlers on said reservations to acquire title under CKER, I make the point of order on that bill] 
estear 8 ereby recog 1 and rmed to the -EAKER. The gentleman from Virginia makes the 
+ y } . iJ 
. . Clea i this bill comes under the rule of the House whic ] 
j SPEAK! ] ere ¢ cti » the esent 8 on of | it to be first considered in Committee of the Whole House. 
he bill Mr. HASKELL. Mr. Speaker, upon that point of order I desi; 
Mr. PRESCOTT. Let the report be read. say a word, 
The SPEAKER. The first question will be « ‘ sideratior The SPEAKER. he Chair will hear the gentleman. 
Is there objection to the consideration of the bill? Mr. HASKELL. The point has been made twice upon this { 
There w no obiection to the consideration. and it ought to be met and settled. And I desire to call the att, 
Mr. BERRY. I will make a brief statement, Mr. Speaker, in refer- | of the House now to one or two facts, a careful conside ration fwh 


Senate bill, and i th ough it passed the Senate, it has not been consid- 
red by the House ; but I have a report of the Secretary of War, and 


sto this b s there is no report accompanying it. This is a 





so from the Land Commissioner, recommending the passage of the 
House bill, which is precisely the same as the Senate bil!. These 
reservations had been a : for a number of years, and were 
taken possession of by settlers, the Indians having gone off of them, 
the suy Ly manger’ that they maa acquire valid and legal title 
thereto. In fact, > Land Department itself did not know but that 
t was part of the al lic domain, and granted patents and permitted 


ona fide residents to acquire title to the same. The President never 
declared it to be a reservation. It is simply a reservation by virtue 
f the general law that establishes a reservation wherever a soldier 
xr detachment of the Armystops. Ican conceive of no possible objec- 
tion to the bill. , 

Mr. PAGE. Will my colleague allow me one n 

Mr. BERRY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PAGE. Does the War Department acquiesce ? 

Mr. BERRY. he War Departmen t recommends this; the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Oftice recommends it; and here are the letters, if 
the House desires to have them read. 

The bill was ord red to be read athird Lime; andit was 


t according] 
read the third time, and passed. 


\ 


Mr. BERRY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | 
table. 

Che latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. MANNING. I would like to make a parliament 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. MANNING. When gentlemen take the responsibility of defeat- 
ing a bill by objecting to it, should their names not be recorded? 
[Cries of “ Regular order!” ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that isnot necessary. The gen- 
tlemen who objected rose in their places. 

The next State called in alphabetical order was Colorado. Mr. 
BELFORD, the Representative of that State, was not in his seat. 

Mr. ATKINS. As the gentleman from Colorado [| Mr r. a LFORD] is 
not in his seat, I ask unanimous consent that he may have his oppor- 
tunity when he comes in. 

Mr. SIMONTON. If that is agreed to other gentlemen should have 
the same privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the proposition. The gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] asks unanimous consent that 
the gentleman from Colorado, not now in his seat, may have the 
privilege of calling up a bill when he comes in. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Lllinois. I object 


MARY LEGGETT. 


ary inquiry. 


i 


The SPEAKER. The next State in order under this call is the State 
of Connecticut, and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, Mr. HAWLEY. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I ask the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 4610) 
granting a pension to Mary Leggett. The bill is on the Private Cal- 
endar. 


I believe will induce the Speaker and the House to agree t 
point of order is not well taken. 

In Rule XXIII, one of the general rules of this House that ha 
in operation for about two years, is the provision under which t] 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] raises the point of order— 
is, that all proceedings touching appropriations of money or bills! 
ing appropriations of money or property shall be considered in ( 
mittee of the Whole. That is a good rule and a wise rule, becaus 
compels the consideration of every such bill in Committ 
| Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised he did not submit this 

| to the right of five members to object. The Chair should have don 
so before entertaining the point of order. Is there objection tot 
consideration of this bill? The Chair does not see any one} 
rising to object. The bill is before the House and the Chair 
nizes the point of order. 

Mr. HASKELL. This provision of the rule is wise and just becaus 
when a question of money or property is involved it compels a care 
ful consideration by the House. In order to provide for the consid 
eration of those bills there are separate calendars, one the Calendar 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union and the 
other the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole for the considera 
tion of private bills. 

Those calendars contain these bills which make money appropria- 
tions and appropriations of land. Now, then, the newrule and 
later legislation must take the place of the former. In the new rul 
itis specifically provided, and the language is mandatory, that a mem- 
ber may, when his name is called, demand the consideration of a bill 
that is on the House Calendar or a bill that ison the Speaker's table 
or a bill that is in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
| or a bill thatis on the Private Calendar. And unless five persons 
rise and object the language of the rule is that that bill shall be con- 
sidered. 

It becomes clear, then, Mr. Speaker, that this later legislation sp 
cifically and directly including the bills on the Speaker's table leads 
directly to the point that a bill mé ay be taken from the Calendar an 
may be considered. It “shall be,” says the rule, unless five men 











ject. Therefore in this hour, under this particular rule, at this tim 
the ordinary and general provision that a bill appropriating mone 
property shall be considered in Committee of the Whole falls to 


rr h + 
| ground. The new rule takes its place; and the safeguard th: 


| thrown around the Treasury is that it is to be presumed that 5 
| 2 dangerous bill about which there m: uy be two opinions, five me! 
| all this multitude will object. I hold, therefore, that the poi 
order is not well taken. 
Mr. TUCKER and Mr. STEPHENS addressed the Chair. 


rou 
oO! 


The SPEAKER. TheChair will first recognize the gentleman 1 
| Georgia, [Mr. STEPHENS, Jafter which he w ill recognize the gentlema 
from Vi irginia, [Mr. TUCKER. ] 


Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to say but a word or two. The gentle- 
man from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEsoN] presented the strongest ~ 3 ss 
Li 


ment in support of this point of order, and it is to his argument 
I wish to make a few words of reply. 

The argument of the gentleman was that the rule of this House 
adopted yesterday cannot repeal or modify or change a special ra 
of the House in regard to bills appropriating money or proper! 








l. 


50 
oo 
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vow. [ maintain that that is just exactly what this new rule did do, 
what it was intended to do. The object of the new rule was in 
* way and under certain circumstances to reach every bill on the 
y sions calendars of the House. Those calendars can only be opened 
+. opsideration in this hour by a two-thirds vote, and a two- 
Ss has opened the door to those bills. It takes two-thirds of 
to allow us to take bills from the various calendars and 
the Speaker’s table for consideration at this time, when called 
‘members as their States are called. After those bills have 
‘designated by the members of the States so called, then, if five 
hers of this House object to their consideration, the bills are not 
eidered, but the call of States must be proceeded with. 
‘not intend and do not need to say any more. Under the new 


me way 


s VOLe 


; House 


hich we adopted yesterday, if the point of order now made be 


Wi : | 
| ood, there is no object or purpose in the rule and it becomes 

vie less than a farce. , 

‘e, TUCKER. Ido not intend to say anything on 


> point ol 
[ raised it becau 


+) 7 
tue « 
se it was raised against a bill which had been 
| up by the gentleman from Arkansas [ Mr. CRAVENS] when that 


ta was called. I desire the rule to operate as to all bills if the 


re of order is properly raised. I want the Speaker todecide whether 
oint of order is properly taken, in order that it may apply to 
: sides of this House and to all the States. 
I have no objection to the consideration of a pension bill. I have 
ae voted against a pension bill. I do not object to the consider- 
of this bill now, unless it is open to a point of order. If it is, 
the bill should be set aside. 
eSPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] by 
+ obiecting to the bill when objections were called for indicated 
hat he was not opposed to the bill itself. 
Mr, CLYMER. One word in reply to what was said by the gen- 


7 


leman from Kansas, [Mr. HASKELL. ] 
s House; the one called the Union Calendar, one called the 
ite Calendar, and the House Calendar. The new rule provides 
hat bills may be taken for consideration from these several calen- 
us and also from the Speaker’s table. What follows? Clearly not 
at it shall embrace bills which are prohibited by the existing rule 
consideration in the House, bills appropriating money or the 
erty of the Government; but it refers to bills which are not 
ler the ban of such rules. By giving the new rule that construc- 
n both rules may stand and be operative. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Will the gentleman allow me a 
Mr. CLYMER. Certainly. 
Mr. STEPHENS. This new rule opens every 
ation; that is what the new rule does. 
Mr. CLYMER. But the limitation existed under an old rule, and 
was not repealed by the new rule either directly or by implication. 
Mr. STEPHENS. When two-thirds of the House vote that the 
oors shall be opened without restriction or limitation, of course they 
are OP ned. 
Mr. CLYMER. But two-thirds have never said 
Mr. STEPHENS. They have. 
Mr.CLYMER. The vote yesterday was not a two-thirds vote. 
Mr.STEPHENS. Two-thirds said so this morning by doing away 
th the morning hour for reports. 
Mr.CLYMER. Oh, this morning; I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
Mr.STEPHENS. And these bills cannot be reached under this new 
rule except by a two-thirds vote. 
_Mr.CLYMER. There is nothing in the new rule which suspends 
the operation of the old rule, but both may stand. 
too old and practical a.lawyer not to know that the rule of construe- 
tion is that where there are two acts of legislation and a construction 
an be given to both that will allow both to be operative, it must be 


There are three calendars of 





the 


moment 


caiendar without 


8O 


iven, 

Mr. STEPHENS. The last will always prevail. 

Mr. HASKELL. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. CLy- 

ER] answer a question ? 

Mr. CLYMER. I will endeavor to do so. 

Mr. HASKELL. One of these calendars from ch the new rule 

provides that bills may be taken for consideration in this hour is a 
‘wendar specially set apart for money bills. 

does not intend that a money bill shall be taken up for consideration 

during this hour, why does the rule provide for bills on all the eal- 

endars? Theruleuses these words—‘ bills on the several calendars.” 

q = 18 & specific repeal of the general provision of the rules during 
118 hour, 
Mr. CLYMER. Let me reply to the gentleman by asking him 

o— ther the Union Calendar does not contain a large number of bills 

F 4 do not appropriate money or property : 

Mr. HASKELL, I do not know that it does. 

Mr.CLYMER. The gentleman can inform himself. 

Mr. HASKELL. The rule provides that every bill which appro- 
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| the Chair shall rule that this point of order is well taken, it would 
be a ruling that would bear no fruit. Suppose that this bill must be 
technically considered in Committee of the Whole? It conld only be 


considered in the Committee of the Whole for five minutes, the s 





amc 
as it is considered in the House, and no advantage would be obtained 
in thatway. Therefore, I think that thisrule should not be construed 
technically as the gentleman claims, because so construed the rulk 

| would accomplish nothir 
Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Clymer 

who has the floor yiclds to me fora moment. I desire to make on 
suggestion with regard to this question of order in reply t 
answer of the gentleman from Kansas, [Mr. HASKELL, ] which was 


a 
| shall be set 


The gentleman is | 


| the vote 


Now, if the new rule | 


} constructions ol 


| of the House, I desire to say one word. 


pnates money or property shall go upon the Calendar of the Com- | 


eal = ap Whole, and those that do not 
Sy sha 


Y 


appropriate money or prop- 


the new ne whether they appropriate money or not. 
on bill ® the three calendars and the Speaker’s table are open, 
nF = —_ those calendars may now be considered, must be con- 
Mr. C4 1en called up properly, unless objected to by five members. 
‘ CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to make a single suggestion. If 


Under 


goon the House Calendar, and private bills go upon the | 


| 


very pointed and very strong. According to my original proposi 


tion, the first rule of construction is that when two laws or two rules 
relate to the same subject, they must be construed together, and 
both must be given effect, if that be possible. If it be not possibie, 


then the last rule must prevail, and the former is repealed 
last general rule never repeals a special rule. 

Mr. SPRINGER. There is no special rule here. 

Mr. ROBESON. If there is a special law or rule refer 
ticular individual or a particular class, a general law rule cov 
ering all individuals and all classes does not repeal, and is not held 
to be inconsistent with, the prior special provision. That I under 
stand to be a general rale of construction. Now, the gentleman from 
Kansas meets this point fairly, and says the provision that an how 
apart for the consideration of bills on the several calen 
dars and on the Speaker’s table is a special provision repealing a 
special rule with regard to money and property bills, requiring such 
bills to be considered in Committee of the Whole. But let me remind 
the gentleman that his answer falls short of the point, because the 
rule is not bills shall not be considered, but 
shall be considered in the Committee of the Whole. 

Now, there is no provision in this rule which takes that calendar 
out of the Committee of the Whole; and when this rule says that 
bills on that calendar shall be considered they must still 
ered according to general rules applicabie to them. 

Mr. HOUSE. This rule takes a bill off the Calendar 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. HAYES. I would 
benefit of the Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes it is. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that this question is 
lear. What is the proposition in this rule? 
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ing to a par 
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t? 


that those that they 


} 
be consid 
KnOoW if 


Ike to 





The States and Terr 


itories shall be called in order as now provided for 
each is called one of its 


members shall be named by the Speaker 


This, of c 


ourse, cannot refer to proceedings in Committee of the 
Whole. 
One of its mbers shall be named by the Speak se t yha i 
order, who may move the consideration of a bill 


s the The member 


What obsta 
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This i proposition without any qualitication. 
selects for himself a bill and moves its consideration. 
e recognize to the consideration of t] 


ie 


cle does the ru 


If objected to bs t be considered 


in their seats, it shal 


the lat 


ve members rising no 


Otherwise the 


that the bill 


inference is clear, and ignage specific too 
| shall be considered. 
Otherwis¢ 


That is, if five 


the member 


members do not objec t— 
making the motion shall b« 
of his bill. or instead thereof to the reading of the 


provided the reading of such report shall not exces 
shall be taken 


ve minutes for explanation 
taccompanying the sam¢ 


» minutes ; and then avote 





1 ti 


The effect of the rule is clear. When a member is recognized by 


the Speaker and calls up a bill, if objection is not made to its con 
sideration by five members the gentleman calling it up is then to 
have five minutes to explain it, or the report shall be read, and then 


is to be taken. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, was it not competent for this House to adopt 

that rule Was it not the purpose of the House to do this identica! 
thing? And is the will of the House to be thwarted by technica 
I call for the regular order. 
Before this matter passes from the consideration 
The original object of this 
rule was to have unanimous consent, and a single objection would 
have prevented the consideration a bill. [Cries of ‘‘ Regula 
order!” ] Mr. Speaker, I took the floor in order to have it when this 
question should come up again. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman as entitled 
to the floor. The hour provided for under the new rule has expired. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope this point will be settled before we pro- 
ceed to other business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. 

WASHINGTON GASLIGHT 

Mr. MURCH. I rise to a question of privilege. I offer as a: 
tion of privilege the preamble and resolutions which I send to the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman state briefly what 
question of privilege? 


Mr. REAGAN. | 
Mr. CONGER. 


ot 


COMPANY. 
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Mr. MURCH. I refer to Rule IX, which may be read in connection 
with the paper I send up. 

The SPEAKER. The paper will be read. 

Mr. MURCH. I desire the adoption of those resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The resolutions will be read. Until that i 
the Chair is unable to decide whether or not they present a question 
of privilege. 


The Clerk read as follows 


} , 
is done, 


W hereas it is currently reported that persons connected as stockholders or othe! 
wise with the Washington Gaslight Company are attempting to influence members 
of this Congress in matters pertaining to the lighting of the public buildings and 
the city, and that such persons are using opportunities arising ont ot their official 
connection with Congress 


such purpose: Therefore, 














Resolved, That the Washington Gaslight Company is hereby directed and re 
guired to furnish this House immediately with a list of the kholders of said 
company, which li include the names of each stockholder and the number of 
shares held | h at the present time; also all names of stockholders of record 
at any time during the six months last past, and that the same be verified under 
oath by an officer of the said company 

Tee i, That the treasurer of the Washington Gaslight Co is hereby 






ired to furnish vo this House immediately a statement of the amo of the —_ 
stock of the said company and a statement of every dividend which has been ¢ 

] d by the said company, whether the same has been made in shares, scrip, or 
cash, or in any other manner whatsoever, and that such statement shall include 
an account of the cash and all cash resources or assets on hand or held by the said 
company at the present time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would rule that the part of this reso- 
Intion which relates to undue influence on members would be a ques- 
tion of privilege. The Clerk will read that part again. 

Mr. MURCH. Very well; I will strike it out of the preamble. 

PheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks the statementis in the preamble. 

The Clerk read as follows: 





Whereas it is currently reported that persons connected as stockholders or 
otherwise with the Washington Gaslight Company are attempting to influence 
members of this Congress in matters pertaining to the lighting of the public build- 
ngs and the city, and that such persons are using opportunities arising out of their 
othcial connection with Congress for such purposes: Therefore 

The SPEAKER. That part the Chair thinks is a question of priv- 
ilege. If any member of Congress is being unduly influenced by 
what the Chair supposes the language to mean, by persons having 
access to the floor, then the Chair thinks it is a question within the 
scope of the rules. The call for information is a question the Chair 
does not decide now. 

Mr.MURCH. Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to charge ex-members 
of Congress or persons having access to the floor with any purpose 
to unduly influence members of this House. But there are officers 
connected with the House who are charged with being stockholders 
and directors of this gaslight company. 

The second resolution relates to the incorporation and present stock- 
holders of this company. It was chartered in 1849 with a capital 
stock of $300,000, and to-day it has a stock of $3,000,000. In other 
words, its capital stock has been increased from $300,000 to $3,000,000. 
Only $300,000 has ever been paid into the company. The stock has 
been watered. 

I am also informed this company is declaring dividends equal to 
$300,000 a year, and that at this time it is only waiting for the ad- 
journment of this Congress to declare a surplus dividend of 40 per 
cent., or $1,200,000. I want this matter thoroughly investigated. I 
want this company to furnish this House with information connected 


with every department of its business. It was chartered by Congress, 
and this House has the right to demand of that company an account 
of its stock and stockholders at any time, and particularly when 





charges are being daily made in the newspapers of this city 
individuals throughout this city. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read a decision of his 


predecessor upon an alleged misconduct of an oflicer of this House, 


} 7" + 1 +} } ] 


and by 


MiCil BOE 






N ns to be the charge made directly by the gentleman from 
Maine. 

Mr. MURCH. Ido not make charges directly. It gravely re- 
ported in the newspapers of this city that the statements I make are 


Y 


irue, 
Phe SPEAKER. It is alleged? 
Mr. MURCH. Yes, sir. 
The SPEAKER. The rentleman : llegwes mise onduct on the part of 
an ofiicer of the House ; 
Mr. MURCH. Not myself, but by journals of this « 
‘he SPEAKER. The gentleman rises in his place and assumes the 
responsibility of it. The Clerk will read the former ruling to which 
the Chair has referred. 
The Clerk read as follow 


rhe Speaker overruled the point of order on the ground that the resolution, 
though going to the verge to which any matter of privilege of a member of the 
House should go, involved enough of substance in its connection with the House 
and legislation to bring it within the rule and definition of a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The case then was as to the misconduct of an 
otticer of the House. Here is alleged misconduct on the part of an 
officer of the House. Upon that ground the Chair entertains the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the proposition be read. 

Mr. MURCH. I move the previous question on the resolution. 

Mr. HAZELTON. Is not this a charge made against a director of 
this company who is now aclerk in some part of the building and 
not connected with the House ? 


Mr. MURCH. I have not specified anything. 
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Mr. HAZELTON. But is not it the fact? 

Mr. MURCH. I demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will again be read. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I rise to a parliament 
quiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Do I understand the Spe 
rule that the resolutions are a question of privilege, that it iso... 
tion of privilege to inquire into the business of the W as 
light Company ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not sorule. The Chair ryjea. 
allegation of misconduct on the part of an officer of the House i, 
duly influencing members of this House was a question of priviles 
and he cited a case where the ruling of a former Speaker to th a 
tent was acquiesced in by the House and of course remains finn 4 
of the House to govern the Chair until reversed by the Honse jt<.): 
Under that precedent the Chair recognizes this resolution. oe 

Mr. MILLS. Is there anything in the law requiring this gas 


AT 


ashington ( 


ras 


company to make report to Congress ? Mr. 
The SPEAKER. That does not eater into the question of pr, stood 
lege. ii 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I shail call for a division Th 
The SPEAKER. The point suggested by the gentleman fro, his 
Texas goes to the propriety of the passage of the resolution, I 
Mr. MILLS. That part of the resolution is improper. The prope, el 
way would be for the gentleman to raise a committee of investisat te lit 
The SPEAKER. The resolution is before the House. ear rh 
Mr. MILLS. This is calling on a private corporation to report ; Mr 
this House. faa I 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman demands the previous questior ll 


If that be voted down the resolution will be open to amendment. 
Mr. MURCH. What amendment does the gentleman suggest } 
Mr. MILLS. The gentleman should raise a committee to iny 

gate these charges. ‘That would be the proper way. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered, 

Mr. MURCH moved to reconsider the vote by which the main ques. 
tion was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider he 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I demand a division of the ques. 
tion. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of [llinois. Is not that too late after the 
question has been ordered. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of RhodeIsland. There are two subjects embraced ; 
in these resolutions, and I ask a division of the question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes that right. The quest 
is on the first resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I now raise the question of order 
that the second resolution is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks this point of order comes t 
late. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I understood the Chair to state 
that this portion of the resolution does not present a question of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that it was a question of 01 
inasmuch as it related to the alleged misconduct of an officer of { 
House, and the following of course are resolutions seeking to es 
lish the truth of the allegation. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I have no objection to the 
sage of the resolution itself, but here is a proviso which is speci! 
its character, has no relation whatever to the allegation contained 
the preamble or first resolution, and it does not touch the questio: 
privilege. It relates to an entirely different subject. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it comes within the! 
in view of the fact that it seeks to establish the truth of the alleg: 
tion contained in the resolution just adopted. 

The second resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. MURCH moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso! 
were agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. COX. I demand the regular order. I move to take up‘ 
unfinished business, being the apportionment bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration o! ' 
river and harbor bill. 

CORRECTION: OF A BILL. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I hope the gentleman will yield to me tora ho 
ment to ask to make a mere verbal correction in a bill which passe¢ 
the House this morning. The bill (H. R. No. 4610) which was passe’ 
granting a pension to Mary Leggett describes her husband as © {at 
private in the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers.” It should read “late 
lieutenant-colonel of the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers. 

Mr. ATKINS. Is there any doubt as to her deserving the a" 

Mr. HAWLEY. No, sir; that has been passed upon already by the 
House to-day. bat 

Mr. ATKINS. But the action of the House is not the evidence a" 


estl- 





















pension f 
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-~ it? 


\ihave. lLaskif 
d have. aoe 


nsion: 


HAWLEY. Undoubtedly ; 
n the case 


SPEAKER. Withont objec 
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here is any evidence which entitles her to 


I knew the oflicer myself. I know 


tion the amendment will be agreed 


. : 
sno objection, an a it Was ordered according: y. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
t + +} r > + } . * 
‘GAN. Tmovethat the House now resolve itself into Com- 


L.\. 


i 


“onpriation bill. 





SP 


to tie 


ess, which is the apportionment bill. 
‘$3KER. The gentleman from New York desires if the 
the gentleman from Texas is voted down to move tc pro- 
consideration of the unfinished business, which is the 
stionment bill. The issue can then be made. 


+ +he Whole for the purpose of considering the river and har- 


a OX. And I raise the question of consideration on the unfin- 
} 


\r, GUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make aninquiry. I under- 


on the day before yesterday that my motion to go to business 
Speaker’s table had precedence of either of these motions ? 


» SPEAKER. After the unfinished business is disposed of; but 
. motion under two rules of the House comes in ahead. 





e ¢ 


estion is on the motion of the gentleman from Texas that 


» House resolve itself in Committee of the Whole for the purpose 


ated. 


The House divided ; and there were—ayes 117, noes 60. 
Mr, COX. i Jemand the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered 
The « 
ting 62; as follows: 
YEA 
Elam 
Ellis, 
N. W. Errett, 
William Evins, 
Felton, 
Ford, 
Forney 
Frost, 
Frye, 
Geddes, 
Gibson, 
Gillette, 


Godshalk, 
ge Goode 
g Gunter 
Hall, 
Hammond, John 
rwort Harmer 
<ins Harris, Benj. W. 


Haskell 
ter Hatch, 
Hawk 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
nB Henkle, 
ents Herndon, 
ger Hiscoe k, 
Horr, 
Houk 
Humphrey, 
Hurd 
rge Kh. Johnston, 
wndesH. Jones 
Jorgensen, 
Keifer, 
Kelley, 
Ker 


AlmMmMe., 





S—150. 


King, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Lowe, 
Manning, 
Marsh, 


Martin, Benj. F. 


Mason, 
McKinley, 
McLane, 
Miles, 
Miller 
Monroe, 
Morse, 
Muldrow, 
Myers, 
New, 
Newberry, 
© Connor, 
O Neill, 
Orth 
Pacheco, 
Page 
Phelps, 
Phister 
Poehler, 
Pound, 
Price, 
Reagan, 

Reed, 
Richardson, J. 
Robertson, 





Robinson 

Ross 

Rothwell 
Russell, W. A. 
Ryan, Thomas 
Saw ve ce 


NAYS—20. 
I Lo Ladd 
‘ravens, MeC« 


lhe rson 
Davis, Horace 
Davis, Joseph J. 
ve Deering, 
Dickey, 


Ferdon 





Hl d, N.J 
Heilmar 
Herb« 

ler Hill 

Alvah A. Hostetler, 


TT ns 

LiOUSE, 
Hunton, 
Kitehin 


Klotz 


NOT VOT 


Claflin, 
Cobb, 
Coffroth, 
Converse, 
Davidson, 
De La Matpr, 
Dwight, 
Einstein, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
Finley 


McKenzie, 
MeMillin, 
Mills, 
Morrison, 
Muller 


Hooker, 
Hubbell, 
Hutchins, 
James, 
JTovee, 
Ketcham, 
Killinger 





Sg 


uestion was taken; and there were—yeas 150, nays &0, not 


Shallenberger, 
Sherwin, 
Singleton, J. W. 
Singleton, O. R. 
Smith, Hezekiah B. 
Speer, 

Stephens, 

Stene, 

Talbott, 

Taylor, Ezra B. 
Thomas, 
Tillman, 
Townsend, Amos 
Tucker, 

Turner, Thomas 
Tyler 

Updegraff, J. T. 
Upson, 

Vance 

Voorhis, 
Waddill, 

Wait, 

Ward, 

Warner, 
Washburn, 
Wells 
Whiteaker, 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, Thomas 
Willis, 

Wilson 

Wise, 

Wood, Walter A. 
Wright, 

Yeates, 

Young, Casey 


Slemons, 

Smith, William E, 
Sparks, 

pri ger, 

Starin, 

Steel 

Stevenson, 
fhompson, P. B. 
‘Thompson, W. G. 
Townshend, R. W. 
Turner, Oscar 
Updegraff, Thomas 
Valentine, 

Van Voorhis, 
Weaver, 


Wellborn, 
Whitthorne, 
Wilber 

You 


Young, Thomas L. 


Knott 

Lapham 

Le Fevre 
Lounsbery, 
Martin, Edward L. 


McCook, 
McGowan, 
McMahon, 
Mitche 
Mone 
Morton 
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| Murch, Richmond, Simonton, White 

| Nicholls, Robeson Smith, A. Herr Willits, 

| O’Brien, Russell, Daniel L. Taylor, Robert I Wood, Fernando 
Osmer, Scales Urner, 


Richardson, D. P. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. ACKLEN, by unanimous consent, the reading ef 
the names was dispensed with. 

Mr. MONEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to be allowed 
to record my vote. I was not observing when my name was Called. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi that under the rule he is not allowed to present a request fo1 
unanimous consent for such a purpose. Thestatement of the gentle- 


Scoville Van Aernam 


man as to how he would vote will appear in the RECORD. 


The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk : 

Mr. NICHOLLS with Mr. Joycr, until further notice. 

M.. RICHMOND with Mr. JORGENSEN. 

Mr. JAMES with Mr. O'BRIEN. 

Mr. BLAND with Mr. CLAFLIN. 

Mr. EWING with Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, except on the river and 
harbor bill. 

Mr. BAYNE with Mr. Frost, on political questions, until further 


notice. 


Mr. EINSTEIN with Mr. CLark, of New Jersey, until Thursday, 19th 
instant, on all questions except where their vote is necessary to make 


| a quorum. 


Mr. MULLER with Mr. McCook, until Monday evening, the 14th 
instant, on all political questions; Mr. MULLER reserving the right 
to vote on all questions of a quorum. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY with Mr. Berry, until Monday next. 

Mr. NICHOLLS with Mr. Rice, until further notice; Mr. Rick re- 
serving the right to pair some other member with Mr. NICHOLLS 
instead of himself. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware, with Mr. Boyp, on all political questions, 
until Monday next. 

Mr. VAN AERNAM with Mr. HENRY, until further notice. 

Mr. SIMONTON with Mr. Le FEvRE. 

Mr. FISHER with Mr. HarrIs of Virginia. 

Mr. STEPHENS with Mr. Dwiaut, until next Tuesday, on all polit- 
ical or party questions, but as he does not regard this as a question 
of that character, Mr. STEPHENS votes in the aftirmative. 

Mr. SmiTuH, of Pennsylvania, with Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware. 

Mr. DAVIDSON with Mr. BriaGs; Mr. DAVIDSON reserving the right 
to vote to make a quorum. 

Mr. CLAFLIN with Mr. Money. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Mr. Speaker, I did not vote as I believe there is a 
pair still existing between the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. KNoTrT ] 
and myself. 

rhe result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whol 
on the state of the Union, Mr. CARLISLE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union under the order of the House to consider the bill 
(H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the construction, comple- 
tion, repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers and harbors, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. COX. All points of order on this bill were reserved. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is advised all points of order were 
reserved. The Clerk will report the bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. Unless some member of the House desires a reread- 
ing of the bill in full, I will move to dispense with its reading at this 
time. 

Mr. COX. For the purpose of saving time, I will not object to dis- 
pensing with the reading of the bill. But I will make a suggestion 
to my friend from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN.] It is impossible for us to 
find on the files the reports of the chief engineers of the United States 
Army as to these various improvements. Some of those reports went 
to the Senate committee; some have come to the House committee. 
It is a borrowed copy which I have. I say we cannot consider this 
bill properly until we examine these reports of the engineers. We 
should at least have time to reflect over night on some of these re- 
markable appropriations. I have already glanced at the engineers’ 
reports in regard to some of the matters where they wanted to mak« 
a beautiful and smooth story. And it does seem to meas if they 
needed some little discussion, or as if some of the items required it ; 
indeed, as if this whole bill should be raked fore and aft. 

Mr. REAGAN. I ask the Chair what is before the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. Simply the request of the gentleman from Texas 
to dispense with the reading of the bill. The Chair did not under- 
stand the gentleman from New York objected to that. 

Mr. COX. I would like to make a motion that the committee rise 
that we may have the consideration of this bill postponed till to- 
morrow, so that we may get these reports which we must have. In 
the mean time I want to say this: I will cheerfully fill up the time 
this afternoon with the apportionment bill, [laughter, } and will call 
the previous question two hours after it is taken up. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to say the gentleman from New York him- 
self is responsible for the river and harbor bill being in the condition 
it is. 

Mr. COX. I assume that responsibility and I am proud of it. AndI 
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say it is not fair to bring this up against the apportionment bil). The 
responsibility rests upon those who bring in a bill su 3 this, and 
not on the gentlemen who xille di it 

Mr. REAGAN. I am willing to assume 1 for an 


r I do in this House to the j 





thing and everythin people. 
Mr.COX. Ihave tect tg Ra ade ipe phat 28 b rior twenty 
vears. While you were out of Congress I have been in the habit ol 


ineeting it. 
Mr. BRAGG. [rise to a question of ord Is there any quest 
before the committee own 
The CHAIRMAN. None except the request made by the gentleman 
from Texas to dispense with the first reading of the b 





Mr. COX. Il bave stat d that I will not take upt mie I sssarluly 
by objecting to that 

“Mr. STEVENSON. That is 2 matter whi iwht to be decided 
without discuss 

The CHAIRMA) Is there objection to dispensing with the first 
and formal reading of the b 

Mr. STEELE. 1 object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk wil! proceed to read the bill. 

Mr. HOUSE. I hope my friend from North Carolina 
will withdraw the objection. Toread the billagain v ; 
sume time. 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask the gentleman to withdraw his objection. Let 
us avoid an extra session if we can. 

Mr. STEELE. I wish to ask the Chair if the bill is amendable 

The CHAIRMAN. It is. 

Mr. STEELE. Then I withdraw the objecti m to dispe y with 


the first reading. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not desire at this time to enter 
of this bill. If there are other gentlemen who desire to discuss it, I 
would like, in view of the amount of business before the House undis- 
posed of and the shortness of the pe riod t hat still remains of the 
sion, that we should have an understanding 
be as brief as possible. 

Mr. SPARKS. Why do you want any general 

Mr. REAGAN. 1 desire, Mr. 
ment, after which it can be determined what 


on a Giscussion 


» SeS- 


oe Me 
that mreneral aepate sha 


ce bate 
Chairman, to make avery brief state- 
time shall be allowed 


for general debate. I believe that two hours for general debate will 
be satisfactory. 

Mr. ATKINS. Let it be half an hou 

Mr.STEVENSON. I eel that there be fifteen minutes on each 
side 


The CHAIRMAN, 
make no order as to closing general debate 
ever, at any time by a general understanding. 

Mr. KENNA. There seems to be gy 
eral debate on this bill. Why cannot we have the understanding that 
general debate is now closed ! 

Mr. REAGAN. Before that is done I desire to make a brief state- 
ment. 

Mr. COX. We cannot have general debate 
Texas knows, without those volumes to consult a 
ters embraced in this bill 

Mr. REAGAN. I understand the difficulty to which the 
from New York refers. I know there is a difficulty, 
bad as he supposes. The reports of the engineers have not, as 
derstand, been delivered generally in the folding-room. 
tee obtained advance copies without the index, 
of their own on wh ich they have acted. We 
stated in the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury with the reports 
of the engineers in the two volumes without We have in- 
dexed them for ourselves, and as to any case 
referred to we can give the report. It is also to be remembered that 
in addition to these reports quite a number of supplementary reports, 
covering perhaps five millions of dollars of estimates, have come to 
the committee since those reports were handed to us. 

While the House will, as I understand, labor under t disadvan- 
tage of not having these reports, we can give the report and esti- 
mate for any item in the bill from the reports which we have and which 
we have indexed for ourselves. It may be that these reports have 
reached the document-room ; I have not sent there forthem. I would 
suggest to gentlemen that theysend to the document-room and see if 
the reports are not ther 

Mr.CLYMER. They are not there. I have sent there repeatedly 
for them, and have also sent to the Senate document-room. I have 
made every effort to obtain this information and all the avenues have 
been closed, 

Mr. COX. Andso have Il. I would suggest to the gentleman that 
he now allow this com nittee to rise and let this bill go over until 
to-morrow and not compel us to go it blind, as we will have to do at 
this time. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish I could accommodate the gentleman from 
New York; but great public works in all parts of the country are 
now going forward, and a failure to pass this bill would arrest all 
those public works with infinite injury to the system of providing fa- 
cilities for transportation. If we defer the passage of this bill by the 
House until it is too late for the Senate to act upon it, we will then 
be responsible for its defeat and for all the public injury that will re- 
sult from that defeat. For that reason I do not feel at liberty to com- 


Gentlemen are aware that this committee can 


It may be how- 


t 


: 
closed, 





gentleman from 
bout the various mat- 


, as the 


rentleman 
but it is not so 
I un- 
The commit- 
and made an index 
had the estimates as 


inde? 
that 


no disposition to engage in gen- | 
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promise the ¢ hances of passing this bill, though if j 
and if the business before the House permitted I , 
very facility in the line suggested by 


ney we Dow: 
Would g lad “ 
the gentlem 7 au 

itiem an from Nes ‘ 





I wish now to say a fe w words as to the make-up of this . 
am not going to deal with the idle characterizations of thie 
gentlemen who know sotien about it. I stated to th, H s 
days ago thatin the discharge of the duties assigned wi - 
rules of the House we havg taken up and considered bh 
the Engineer Bureau. As stated in the letter of the Se, nates 
Treasury submitted to us, those reports contain estimates fi 
thing over twenty-two million dollars. The Secretary of W 
communication appended to those reports, recommends that } 
mates of the Engineer Bureau be reduced to $7,500.000 

As I said a few moments ago, in addition to those reyor 
siderable number of supplemental reports have been sent 4 a 
committee have taken up what we consider to be estimates » 
twenty-six million dollars. We have reduced those estima 
we have reached a sum a little over ten million dollars 

I stated to the House on a former occasion that, indep 

ome amounts put upon this bill for the inauguration of per 
improvements of the Mississippi River, the amount re comm ' 
this bill would be only two or three hundred thousand dollars 
than the amount recommended by the bill reported to the H 
he last session, and about four hundred thousand dollars 
the amount of that bill as passed at the last session. It wi 
fore be seen by the House that, allowing for the progress of th 
try and for the increased number of works seovited i r in the 
the last session, the committee have not been extravagant. 0 
contrary, they have well kept down the estimates, look 
was appropriated last year, except that they have added certa 
of ap propriation for the improvement of the Missis sippi Rive 
the supervision of the Missi ssippi River commission 

I know it is habitual with a few ge entle men here to sneer a 

efforts of the Committee on Commerce and by implication to impeay 
th 1eir integrity and honesty of purpose. No committee canbe: large 
with labor more difficult. We have read the reports contained 
these two volumes [holding up the volumes of the Engineer Rey 
and carefully considered all that they contain. We have also reg 
large number of supplemental reports in manuscript 
The committee of fifteen members have diligently debated and; 
estly considered every item in this bill. I trust we have cons 


ciously tried to discharge our duty to the public, in view of s 
facilities for the transportation of the commerce of this « 
the benefit of the producers and the benetit of the consumers 


| commodities so transported. 


is desired to be | 


When we consider that there is transported annually 
try $30,000,000,000 of internal commerce, that the railroads 
country have cost to their builders five billions of money, 
annual repairs put upon those railroads by their owners, a 
individuals in their own interest, amount to about four hundred: 
ion dollars annually to accommodate the internal commerce of t 
country, and then when we consider that we have an interna 
navigation in this country of over thirty thousand miles in ext 
which furnishes the cheapest means of transportation and tl 
means of competition with railroads, and 


then consider that we ask 
Congress to give us only about eight million or ten million doll 
improve the water-ways of the country, to re move obstructions t 
and dangers of navigation, to cheapen freights, to cheapen insuran 

upon the vessels transporting that freight ; when we consider that 
the Committee on Commerce have dealt with these facts and tl 
problems in the interest of the American people, it amazes me 

gentlemen will rise up here and talk about the extravagance ot 
appropriating eight or ten million dollars annually for this purpost 

I have not seen the ofiicial statement, but I have seen 
in the public prints, made on this floor a few years ago, that the G 
ernment of France, with a territory consi iderably less than 
tory of the State of Texas, was giving $10,000,000 a yea: 
provement of her rivers and harbors. 

Mr. VALENTINE. On that point allow me to say—— 

Mr. REAGAN. One moment; let me finish my statement. 4 
the United States has a ter ritory extending from ocean to ocean, 4 
from the lakes to the Gulf, with fifty millions of people. 
largest resources from field and forest and mine of an 
under the sun, with an active, energetic, commercial, prosperous} 
ple, and we are haggling here over the appropriation of 510,000 
year for the improvement of the facilities of water transportation ! 
this country, when the owners of railroads, as a matter of pove 
interest and investment,expend $400,000,000 every year s 
repairs, to accommodate this internal commerce, outside of theirons 
nal investments. 

Mr. Chairman, the carping, the higgling, the i li-natured, ung 
ous flings made at the committee for the discharge of its daties 
the country are to me beneath contempt. Mr. Chairman, \t that 
less true—indeed I know it to be true as a matter of fact “that t 
whole committee of fifteen did not agree to all the items in tis © 
There were many items which some ‘members of the commit ue 
lieved ought to be in while others believed they ought to be 
the bill; as to other items some members believed a larger ant 

and some a smaller amount should be given. But after consicer™ 
the reports, after taking in view the necessities of each case 
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—stnasi 
inions, we put in such items as the committee could 

1a upon. We did this as the best we could do. And, Mr. Chair- 
agrees I Pnbt whether any committee ever labored more earnestly 
msn, Pt 4 bill in the real interest of the country. : 
‘ous stated the other day that the fifteen members of the committee 
had taken care of themselves and their States at the expense of others. 
“ae hat statement true? Was it honestly made, or was it intended 
a an unjust and untrue app eal to the passions and prejudices of this 
House? Why, sir, take those States, take their commerce, take their 
onniation, take their representation on this floor, take the necessi- 
P P if improving their waters with reference to the interest of the 
atti commerce of the country, and it will be found that no more 
oe, done than justice and fairness required, if as much. I hope the 
ve dena from New York will not attack this bill because it does 
>. eontain in its appropriations as much for Kansas, for Nebraska, 
‘or Colorado, and for Nevada as for the great States of New York 
and Michigan on the one side and Florida and Texas on the other. 
if he would compel us to go by States, then indeed we must disre- 
vard the public interests, we must disregard principle and duty and 
rioht. We did not, I trust, allow ourselves to be governed by this 
consideration. ; 

The gentleman chose to make a fling at me personally, as he always 
does upon this bill. I can generally atford to let his shafts fall harm- 
‘egg from a shield they can never penetrate, because of that sense of 
conscious rectitude which shrinks from no duty and is ready for every 
ssponsibility. The gentleman from New York says that “the gen- 
oman from Texas” is on the committee, and that State gets $750,000 
inthe bill. Both propositionsare true. But are the appropriations for 
Texasnot consistent with right? Do they not harmonize with justice? 
gir. that State would make some six States in territory equal to the 
State of New York. That State has the most extensive coast-line of 
any State in the Union, leaving out Michigan, California, and Florida, 
| believe. That State occupies such a position far inland on the Gulf 
if Mexico as to open water communication to a large body of country 
sreater in extent than can be reached from any other seaboard in the 
































ralancing OP appropriated. And because we would not make the bill $26,000,000, 
bas the very same gentlemen vote against it as extravagant for contain- 
ing $10,000,000. 

And my economical and good friend from New York [Mr. Cox] last 
year appealed to the committee to give a large sum for the improve- 
ment of Harlem River to give more sea-port accommodation to the 
great city of New York beside what it has in the East and Hudson 
Rivers. Now he objects to this bill on account of its want of econ- 
omy. 

I want to say this, that if this bill as reported from the committee 
could only receive the approbation of the House, while I know many 
will feel their disappointment, while I expect two-thirds of the mem- 
bers of the House, if not more than two-thirds, believe they have 
not got what they needed, still if we can take this limited sum in 
stead of a larger sum that would satisfy them, and which, if granted, 
would increase the bill 30 many millions, it would save a drain on 
the Treasury that would shock the public conscience, and we would 
thereby be able to preserve the great public works now going on in 
the interest and for the protection of the navigation and commerce of 
the country. I trust members of this House will, when they come 
to vote on this subject, consider what the effect would be of the de- 
feat of this bill, the damage that would ensue from arresting public 
works now in process of construction, the destruction of the present 
plants upon these great public works of improvement, compelling 
hereafter the Government to pay for new plants in place of those de- 
stroyed. Are we prepared, on a penny-wise and pound-foolish policy, 
to arrest the progress and check the career of this great land of ours, 
presenting now to the world an example of prosperity, of thrift, of 
commercial enterprise unequaled by the people of any other land? 

I desire to say a word in reference to its action on this bill. I hope 
it may meet the sense of propriety and justice of this House to have 
such reasonable general debate on this bill as will enable its enemies 
to attack it and expose its weaknesses, if it has any, and that then, 
when that is done, we shall report the bill to the House and pass it 
as it is. 


Union. That State has more than a million and a half of its own I merely make the suggestion in the interest of the entire country 
population. It sends to market this year over one million bales of | For if when we are through with general debate we enter upon the 


cotton, worth not less than $60,000,000, to say nothing of its cattle, 
its wheat, wool, hides, and other productions, and without reference 
to the return commerce. That State is struggling for such an outlet 
to the sea as will accommodate not only the commerce of its own 
people, but that of Western Arkansas, Western Louisiana, the Indian 
ferritory, Kansas, New Mexico, and the northern States of the re- 
public of Mexico. If any man who has a conscience will examine 
the bill, observing the size of that State, the extent of its commerce, 
nvolving interests important to other States—Iowa, Nebraska, and 
other States of the West as their shortest way to the sea—if any man 
making this examination does not reach the conclusion that the com- 
mittee has been just, then I shall have some reason to doubt whether 
we have done right. 

Ihave not time to go over the bill and to show that many of the 
States having no member on the committee are as fully provided for 
as others. Take the little State of Oregon, away in the Northwest, 
without a representative on the committee and with but onemember 
on this floor. The provision in the bill for that State is larger in pro- 
portion to its population, its wealth, and its commerce than for any 
other single State in the Union. Take the State of Michigan, which 
has no member on the committee ; itis fairly and justly provided for. 
Take also the State of Florida. These two States I mention as having 
a large water frontage. With no member upon the committee, they 
have fair, just, liberal provision made for them. So, also, take ‘Ten- 
nessee and Alabama, and you will find that the same justice is done; 
but I cannot now pursue this line of remark. 

I suggest these things because it seemed to me that the attempt to 
impeach the integrity of the committee, te enlist the passions of this 
House against the selfishness of the committee, was unjust and un- 
fair, if it was not unparliamentary. I will make only a single remark 
inreference to the make-up of this bill. I have been engaged for six 
years upon that committee. I have met it in almost every meeting. 
Thave read all its reports; I have studied every appropriation that 
las been recommended by it. Some that I have favored have been 
excluded from the bill, and some that I opposed have gone in. But, 
—— man who attempts to make up a bill that will please every- 
vody has an exceedingly difficult task. To please this entire House 
would require (leaving out the territorial Delegates) just two hun- 
cred and ninety-three different bills—that is, one for each member. 
Pos gentleman from Illinois asks me how much money. I am not 
Cealing w ith that question now. Butright here I propose to say this, 
that the very men who fight this bill because it contains $10,000,000 
a te very men who appeal to us to put more into the bill and then 
That che it because it does not contain a less sam. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPR Ie eeney and I am not here to answer for them. 
mittee by - om . How much has been applied for before the com- 

Mr Re embers of the House and others ! 

a zi EAGAN, It would be impossible for me to say. I willsay to 
foe ne from Illinois, however, that every member who came be- 
faterenten are insisted that the particular work in which he was 
Was aspecial — hag ee the entire appropriation asked for, that that 
above all othe rk of special interest and ought to have preference 

others, and ought to have the entire amount estimated for 


process of amendment, I predict now that the bill will not stop short 
of fifteen or twenty millions of dollars, and that it will not, after you 
start the process of amendment, as equitably, as fairly, as equally 
distribute its benefits to all parts of the country and all the great in- 
terests as it does now, coming from the hands of fifteen committee 
men who have devoted the greater part of this entire session to its 
consideration and preparation. But I do not care to occupy the floor 
longer myself. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Let the gentleman reserve the remaining portion 
of his hour. 

Mr. REAGAN. [reserve the balance of my time. How much have 
I left? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thirty-five minutes. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope there will be an understanding by the com- 
mittee to limit this generaldebate. If weare going to occupy two or 
three days in the discussion of this bill, from the temper of the House 
we will not be able to pass it in a week, and that will bring about an 
extra session without doubt. I am fighting an extra session. I trust 
the committee will limit this debate by common consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. It cannot be limited except by common consent. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Texas seems to be 
laboring under the impression that he is put on trial here—that some- 
body has put him on trial for his patriotism, honesty, statesmanship, 
and economy. Nothing of the kind. Nobody ever called him dis 
honest. Nobody ever intimated that he was dishonest. All that was 
ever stated in that relation was, somehow or other, it was an extraor- 
dinary coincidence that the State of Texas got $750,000 under this 
bill and the gentleman was on the committee. [Laughter.] He rises 
here and admits that he does get $750,000 and that heis on the com- 
mittee. He therefore pleads guilty to all I said. 

The other gentlemen may not get so much. The ciphering which 
we did the other day wasinabhurry. It was looked over by some 
friends on both sides. They understand how to handle slate and 
pencil, if not geography. But no man in this House, unless he has the 
knowledge almost of the Infinite, can ever tell, from reading this bill 
superficially, and without the aid of encyclopedias and geographies, 
engineer reports, and all sorts of documentary and scientitic helps, 
how mucna of this money goes to one State or the other; but the gen- 
tlemen who made this ciphering did the best they could with their 
limited knowledge. 

Mr. Chairman, my friend from Texas challenges us to examine 
these provisions. Howcan we examine them? Nobody but the com- 
mittee has had custody of these engineer reports. They could not 
be had. We sought themin vain. When members sent even to the 
Commerce Committee to get copies, although the copies were on their 
tables, they were refused by their clerk. 

How can we make a comparison or urgency for economy or fai 
dealing in these matters in the absence of the data or estimates on 
which the appropriations are founded? “Let us examine it,” says 
the gentleman. Where? How? Are we to take his say-so? Are we 
to submit to the ipse dixit of the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. 
KENNA] or from Virginia [Mr. BEALE] or of the other gentlemen upon 
the committee ; and then must we vote? Must we? 
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Mr. Chairman, I did not come here to vote $10,000,000 in that way. Mr. COX. I declare the gentleman from Texas does not |} 
The gentleman from Texas may criticise me if he will. He may say | to behave in parliamentary practice. 
that my conduct here is beneath contempt. He may say what he Mr. REAGAN. I know the truth hurts the gentleman sometin 
pleases about me. He has not served as long here as I have and | and I am inclined to tell him the truth when I have a chance, 
kept as stainless arecord. I never was, even by intimation, hinted Mr. COX. Truth cannot. hurt any one who is honest and lan 
at as having pursued the interests of myself, of my district, of my and I have been that on this bill and on every bill of this eaten 
State or my constituents in opposition tothe general interests. And will not say anything more to the gentleman from Texas here: ly : 
now if he will make an issue with me out of the House, I wil] : en 
Mr. REAGAN. Does the gentleman from New York by contrast | poons, and will then have the advantage of him. [Great laughter) 
“em MUCT, | 


mean to be understood as saying that I have done anything of the The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen will please take their seats 


know how 





kind? observe order on the floor. The gentleman from New York wil] -_ 
Mr. COX. The gentleman from Texas was defending himself-—— pend until gentlemen take their seats. The Chair wil] endeavor . 
Mr. REAGAN. I demand a reply to my question. preserve order. ‘WO 
Mr. COX. When a man excuses himself he accuses himself. Mr. COX. Now,I see the gentleman from Texas is good humores 


Mr. REAGAN. I demand an answer. I want the gentleman from | for I saw him smile along with the House; and now that t} 
New York to state whether his remark is intended to reflect upon me | is good tempered I desire, on my own motion, to recall one little thing 
as implying that I have done anything of the kind? I ought not perhaps to have said in this connection. I desire to ear 

Mr. COX. When you are polite enough to take your seat and com- | to the gentleman from Texas that I knew he came to Con ry 
ply with the rules of decorum necessary for a parliamentary body I | as a friend of the Union. I knew him to be opposed to disunion : } 
will take pleasure in answering your question, but not otherwise. I | knew that he accepted that as a last resort, and was almost the last 
ask the Chairman to enforce the rule. man who went from this House. I have no reproach to give him fo 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman has made a wanton that. But being irritated by these perpetual and peculiar intarran. 

rhe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is entitled to | tions just now, I did remember a remark he made in leaving herp. 
the floor. which I unhappily recalled, and for which I am sorry, [Applanse,} 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman from New York does not choose I say we cannot discuss this bill properly without the ea 
to reply to my question in a satisfactory manner, and declines to dis- | and other reports. When the gentleman from Texas undertakes to 
avow any such reflection as his words imply, I ask that his language | challenge our attention to this bill, I ask why does he not postpone 
be taken down; and I make the question of order upon it. it till we have a chance to examine these matters more critically? 

Mr. COX. i made no charge against the honesty of the gentleman Mr. REAGAN. I do not want to interrupt the gentleman’s vei, 
from Texas in saying whatI did. I deny that I have charged him | of thought; and will do so only to the extent of saying that when on 
with dishonesty. Summing up the provisions of this appropriation | the occasion to which he refers long ago I said something not pleasant 
bill, I stated that the State of which he is a member was to receive | to him, I told him promptly it should go out of the Recorp. And it 
under the terms of this bill $750,000, he being on the committee; | did go out. I did not wait to parley with him as he does with mo, 
but—— Mr. COX. I thought from the gentleman’s remarks about me that 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York does | he wanted to review the old “unpleasantness.” I do not want to do 
not respond to my inquiry. He has referred to the fact that he has | that. 
been a member of this House for a longer period than I have. He Now, let us come to some of the States that are the beneficiaries in 
stated that he had preserved a stainless record; that he had never | this bill. Take the State of West Virginia, whose Representative on 
been charged, by implication even, with anything that looked to an | the Committee on Commerce seems very active. I would like some 
improper or selfish motive in advancing personal interests at the ex- | one to tell me, I would like my friend from West Virginia [ Mr. Kenya] 
pense of the general welfare, and I ask him the question now relative | to tell me, how much tax West Virginia pays into the Federal Treas- 
to that if he means to assert that I had done anything of the kind, | ury. I believe she does not pay on the average more than $300,000 
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as his preceding remarks would seem to indicate or imply. or $400,000 per year as her share. How much does she get as a largess 
Mr. COX. Now, my dearly beloved friend, if you will just take | from the Treasury for her improvements ? 
your seat I will answer your question as politely as I know how. Look at page 681 of the report of the Chief of Engineers in regard 


Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman is as polite a slanderer as I have | to the improvement of one river, the great Kanawha, West Virginia 
ever heard, and he can utter his calumnies within the rule of parlia- | It issaid here: 


mentary proceeding as well as any other man I have ever heard of; The object of the improvement is to give a constant navigable depth of at leas 


but I desire to have a reply to my question. seven feet throughout the whole of the Kanawha to its mouth at the Ohio River 
Mr. COX. I know that when the gentleman from Texas left this They undertake to do this by locks and dams. A statement is made 


House years ago he left it firing a Parthian arrow and with unkindly | as to the kind of dams and locks. And here is a statement of the 
feeling toward me—because I stood by the Union. [Derisive laugh- | amount expended June 30, 1880, the total amount being $868,650.22: 


ter andl « ries of Oh !” “Oh!” on the democratic side.] _ : Lock 3 is near Point Creek, twenty-one and one-half miles above Cha 
Mr. REAGAN. That is exactly the language that might be ex- | ferry. Locks 4 and 5 are aoepermnnes near Cabin Creek and Brownstown, 








pected from a demagogue of that character. and one-quarter and nine and one-eighth miles above Charleston Ferry. Dam3 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Texas is out of order. will create a pool extending as high as Cannelton, a very important point : 
Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman resorts from one calumny to another | ™Y*" wena area = Seas ee — on —— , a 
instead of answering the question I asked him. He will not have the The balance available July 1, 1830, was $273,319.63. I wd rhea tha 
magnanimity or the manhood to state his position, but simply flies | t#© amount appropriated in this bill for that special river ; eee 
from one calumny to another. . amount in the estimates for the Great Kanawha for the fiscal year 


nd 
eng 





Mr. COX. Well,I do not think that I have uttered any serious | ¢nding June 30, 1882, is $350,000. The amount available at the e 
Eee a ’ , . 7 . . on * . . . * ‘ E- 29 OOF 3 ne 
calumny against the gentleman. But I seem to bo unable to satisfy | of the last fiscal year out of the-appropriations was 953.2%." 1 


> i re 2 i r RR rag S209 95 
him of that fact, and therefore I let it go by as the idle wind, which | mount expended during the year ending July 1, 1880, was 50 


I regard not. leaving amount available July 1, 1880, as I have stated, $273,319.bs. 

Mr. Chairman, in pursuing a debate on a bill of this kind, reach-| But, sir, I cannot go into details, but I may print from this report. 
ing to the utmost limits of State and local demagogy, I know it is Still I will say that the amount estimated as required for comp! 
ih i tall Ail ve « Ue 4547675 sii J ‘ v 


easier to float gently with the current than to endeavor to swim | ing the existing project is $2,410,000, and the amount to be expended 
against it. I was referring to the position occupied by the gentle- | in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, is $350,000, This is as to on 
man from Texas in reference to it. I have made no charge of sweep- small Eiver in this State. | . , ae ‘ have been ex- 
ing dishonesty against the gentleman. There are items in this bill| Sit is as to the Elk River in West Virginia. Sums have | ad 
that would subject it and the committee that framed it to criticism, | pended there which I have not time to quote. Phis is eee 
{ had, as I have said, occasion in the course of that discussion to refer hundreds of items in this bill, which we cannot possibly investiga . 
to the position the gentleman from Texas occupied toward this bill without having before us the reports of engineers and al at a 
as the chairman of the committee that framed it, and as managing | tions. Here is a great volume of hundreds of pages ‘led to dive 
it before this House. I do not say that the bill has been made up index, to which we have first had access. We are compe le on 
wrongfully so far as he is individually concerned. into it on five minutes’ notice and pick out at a venture some gal = 

{ have scrupulously taken care to charge the gentleman only with like this of Elk Rive r. The engineer, always partial to these app 
this: that he is vigilant for his State, that he isa good local represent- priations, on which his living depends, says of Elk River: 





ative standing for his State, and that his colleagues on the committee These operations were simple in character, consisting of the removal of © 
are doing the same thing. Does the gentleman think to break me | obstructions to navigation as rocks, snags, overhanging trees, and gravel i 
down in this debate with the sort of talk he has given to the House Then comes the report of the engineers, dated “l nited States 


about calumny and contempt? Contempt! Why,as the man out | Engineer Office, Baltimore, January 21, 1830:” ; 
W est said oe similar Goremen, | one cannot find words to express It is suggested that any new appropriation for Elk River be not . or ne Bik 
his language.” Contempt from him tome! What have I ever done | certain portions as in the last case. The river needs improvement, below toy . 
that he should look down upon me with contempt? The gentleman | Sandy as well as above. Before the river can be considered properly — wil 
stated I have favored something in New York aboutthe Harlem River, | the fall development of the trade upon it, which the resource “s Laos shonid cet 
; doops oe + : } : vr ---’ | probably produce and maintain, some or all of the private mill-dams sit oe 
Why, I have voted against all these bills, all the time, with that river | tainly be removed or modified, (the expense need not be great,) and the mie : 
in them. lock and dam near Charlestown should be removed as a nuisance ane Obst 
Mr. REAGAN. But the gentleman urged us to do what he would | to navigation. y 
§ = ; . : ill-d for mi 
not do himself. | That is the work of removing these little mill-dams 


1] sites 
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cesses 

-) warposes in order to allow some little navigation. Oftentimes 
peep ropriations are really for mill purposes and not navigation. 
gnese “Pt 


ed cheapness and success, however, of the work of Jast season lead 
nelude that what remains can be done for very much less than the amount 
eee simate, Which was $100,000. 
ef tbe sumate, m : i - 
One hundred thousand! That is all; and for what? 
ne ut : oe Dit. Bidens " -" Pp 
Now turn again to this same Elk River, to the report to be found 
a re 692 The engineer says: 
on Pas aT = . ‘ 
rom Braxton Court House to the mouth of Big Sandy the traffic consists al- 
eae jusively of logs floated in the river, of canoes and small flat-boats, carry- 
eet produce down stream and returning with groceries, provisions, &c., of 
ing cOunDL | ‘ 
sta es and hoop-poles. 
Mr. ELLIS. What amount did the gentleman say was appropri- 


The unexpect 


9 
last year ! E ; 
-_ COX. Ido not say myself. Iam only reading from the report 


and what it says. Ido not undertake to say anything. The gentle- 
= can look at the report for himself. Hoop-poles is some of the 
prodiice floated on this magnificent river, sometimes “poled” down 
‘ely, as other cases herein recited. I give this only as a sample. 

“T never oppose an appropriation for such splendid streams as the 
Missouri and Mississippi, and for such harbors as are of proper fed- 
eral magnitude. But I want to know if on this Elk River there is 
foated federal commerce 1n “canoes and small flat-boats, carrying 
country produce down stream, and returning with groceries, provis- 
‘ons, &c., of staves and hoop-poles.” The engineer further says: 

\niron-furnace exists near Strange Creek, from which iron has been brought 
down in flats. This furnace is being started again, and the parties interested are 
anxious for the improvement of the barge navigation. 

have not had time to look all through these matters. I pick up 
these things at haphazard here and there. ; ‘and 

Again, in regard to Scuppernong River, in North Carolina, it is 
here recorded : 

It was proposed to improve the navigation by dredging a canal through the bar 
mouth eighty feet wide and nine feet deep; to cut off points at places where 
rupt bends occur in the upper river, and to take out a few stumps. 

That is called a great national stream. We are asked to appropri- 
ate for it in a general bill for the improvement of our rivers and har- 
bors. The bill is more generous than general. 

Mr. YEATES. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him a 
moment? 

Mr. COX. Certainly. 

Mr. YEATES. I desire to say that that river is nearly a mile wide 
it its mouth. 

Mr. COX. No doubt. 

Mr. YEATES. That is the fact. 

Mr. COX. How did the stumps grow there? 

AMemper. Stumps do not grow. 

Mr. COX. I know that stumps do not grow, but it is proposed to 

prove the river by taking out “‘a few stumps.” It is a small river 
within a single State, and does not come within my category for Fed- 

ilappropriation. That is my point. 

Mr. CLAFLIN. The Harlem River does. 

Mr. COX. I did not vote for the Harlem River. 

Mr.CLAFLIN. Did you not ask to have it put in the bill? 

Mr. COX. I did not name any amount. 

Mr. KENNA. I remember very distinctly-—— 

Mr. COX. I will stand by all Ihave done. Harlem River makes 
New York City an island, and it needs improvement. I have never 
disfavored the improvement of the harbor of New Orleans, or Gal- 
veston, or Charleston, or any harbors at important points for our com- 
merce, I never have and I never shall. Now look again at one 
of these appropriations, so unlike those at or near New York. The 
engineer says of it: 

Those making use of Elk River for floating out logs from the head waters to the 
mouth report that the work of last season has been a great benefit to their inter- 

sts, the stream in many places being in appearance a new water-course! Experi- 
ence has shown that at certain points special work would be of benefit. * * * 
\t Wolf Island the brush now covering the bar causes logs to lodge. 

that isa great improvement. Because a little brush gets into the 
creek or stream, stopping saw-logs and other logs from going down, 
In rushes to the American Congress the Committee on Commerce 














tasks for money by the million to improve such insignificant rivers 
a streams, used to float logs which happen to catch in brush! 


| may not now be able to interest anybody, perhaps, except the 
tax-} 


ayers, who have to bear these great outlays of expenditure upon 
oh BU lland insignificant rivers. 
_ ‘ke gentleman from Texas and the other gentlemen have hinted to 
me that I favored Harlem River. I was requested time and again to 
)le tor an appropriation for that river, and would have liked to 
iave helped it somewhat; but it was included with other things 
‘hich I could not vote for. It was connected in bills which were 
“ing driven through this House without debate or amendment, as 
, \as attempted to drive through this bill, under the whip and spur 
ree previous question, without any time for adequate debate. 
a, have never felt called upon, Mr. Chairman, even where my own 
“ate or city was involved, to vote other than “no” against these 
+. 4 appropriations. For that Iam subjected to this criticism by 
‘He gentleman from Texas. : 
anne thi happy to believe that the great body of the people 
vill ows 18 country, at least the independent portion of them, 
end the Congressman who stands up stoutly against these 
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wasteful inroads upon our exchequer for doubtful objects at best, 
and not in any case for large commercial purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York has forty min- 
utes remaining. To whom does he yield? ° 

Mr. COX. I will first yield to my friend from Texas, [Mr. MILLs. ] 

Mr. MILLS. I want only ten minutes—not exceeding fifteen at 
any rate. 

Mr. Chairman, I have been in Congress for eight years. I have 
voted for every river and harbor bill that has been reported to this 
House for its action. I voted for this bill the other day when it was 
moved to suspend the rules and pass it. I am an internal-improve- 
mentman. Iam “ broad gauge” on questions of that sort. I believe 
that it is the duty of this Government to remove all obstructions that 
it is possible for it to remove in the way of commerce seeking the 
markets of the world. I am not only in favor of opening harbors 
and removing obstructions to the movement of commerce, but I am 
in favor of improving the rivers—the small rivers and the large rivers. 
I remember the history of the Clyde River in Scotland, as once re- 
lated on this floor by my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY. ] 
It was once a marsh. I donot know what depth of water it now has. 

A MEMBER. Thirty feet. 

Mr. MILLS. At any rate itisone of the great waters upon which 
the great vessels of England are built to-day. It brings immense 
revenue and immense prosperity to that country by fostering the 
wealth of that great industry. 

Having said thus much, I place myself in a proper attitude to come 
before this House and ask that justice be done in amending the bill 
ve are now considering, so as to make it serve the purposes I have 
indicated. I know that the committee in preparing these bills are 
prone to regard the estimates of the Engineer Department. I know 
they have largely followed those estimates in recommending this or 
the other work. But there is a consideration behind the estimates 
of the Engineer Department and paramount to them, and that con- 
sideration is the demands of the commerce to be benefited by the 
proposed improvement. What does it signify if the Engineer De- 
partment reports that it will cost $100,000 to remove the bar at the 
mouth of some stream and get one hundred feet of water, so as to 
open communication for one hundred miles into the interior, if con- 
tiguous to that stream there are no settlements; if the earth is not 
cultivated ; if it is a swamp, or is the habitation of Indians? The 
object to be achieved by the expenditure of the public money of this 
country is to remove obstructious to the movement of our commeree— 
the surplus products of the labor of the American people ; and in that 
object I fully sympathize. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when I look over the improvements put down to 
my State in this bill, it seems to me that I see a most dagrant de- 
parture from the principle on which such a bill should be framed. I 
will take the items as they come: 

_ Improving Aransas Pass and Bay, up to Rockport and Corpus Christi, Texas, 
$80,000. 

The remarks I propose to now make would perhaps be more appro- 
priately made upon an amendment when the bill shall be read by 
paragraphs. But I would then be contined to five minutes, and I 
could not get through what I wishto present to the House. I there- 
fore speak on the question now. 

I want to ask my friend, the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, whether he remembers the amount of commerce that goes 
through Aransas Pass ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I could not state the exact amount now; but it is 
stated as very large. 

Mr. MILLS. Not nearly so large as that which goes out of Galves- 
ton Bay? 

Mr. REAGAN. Oh, no, sir; nothing like it. 

Mr. MILLS. Not so large by one to nine ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I cannot say that; but it is not nearly so large. 
My friend will understand, however, that Aransas is a place at which 
it is sought to make a harbor down the coast which would accom- 
modate a portion of country nearer to that point than to these other 
places. The object of the improvement is to try to secure a port to 
accommodate that commerce and serve that country. 

Mr. MILLS. That is precisely the criticism I am making upon the 
bill—that we are trying to make harbors where harbors are not nec- 
essary—at least not necessary to the extent that the committee has 
provided. Iam in favor of improving the lrarbor of Aransas, and 
will vote as much for it as the Representative from that district. I 
am in favor of improving all these harbors just as fast as we can do 
so. Now, let us take the next item: 


Improving Pass Cavallo Inlet into Matagorda Bay, $60,000. 


Now, how much commerce passes out of Pass Cavallo Inlet, and 
how much comes in there? A small amount I say; and the state- 
ment will not be denied. 

Improving ship-channel, Galveston Bay, Texas, $50,000 

Improving Neches River, Texas, $3,000. , 

Improving Sabine Pass and Blue Buck Bar, Texas, $150,000. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it will not be denied, I think, by any gentle- 
man who is familiar with the statistics of Texas that nine-tenths of 
the commerce of that State goes out and comes in by way of Galves- 
ton Bay. 
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Mr.REAGAN. My colleague will allow me to remind him, because 
I know he wants to be correct 

Mr. MILLS. Certainly I do. 

Mr. REAGAN. That there are over one million bales of cotton en- 
tering into the commerce of our State, not half of which goes through 
Galveston Bay. : 

Mr. MILLS. My friend will understand that when I say “ nine- 
tenths of the commerce,” I mean the Gulf commerce ; I do not mean 
the commerce going by rail to New Orleans and never touching the 
Gulf at all. 

Mr. SAMFORD. Perhaps Galveston Harbor does not need so much 
improvement as these others. 

Mr. MILLS. I am coming to that. ButI say again that of all the 
commerce going out of the Gulf of Mexico, I am satisfied nine-tenths 
goes through Galveston Harbor. aes 

Now, I have not had the opportunity to examine these statistics, 
and therefore Iam going by my general information of our coast. 
Five hundred thousand bales of cotton go out of the Gulf of Mexico 
through the open gateway of Galveston. That 500,000 bales of cot- 
ton pass through the corporation, almost all of it, of the city of Hous- 
ton to Galveston either by rail or water line. There is a water line 
almost without competition. It fixes its charges at what it pleases. 
The charge is one dollar on every bale of cotton from Houston to Gal- 
veston. Shipping people told the Committee on Commerce a few 
years ago they could take a cargo of coffee from Rio and deliver it at 
Houston for nearly the same amount they could deliver it at Galves- 
ton. They said they could take a cargo from Houston and deliver it 
at Liverpool for almost the same they could deliver it at Galveston. 

It takes $1.a bale on the 500,000 bales which go out to market. 
These 500,000 bales are worth about $15,000,000. The whole of the 
commerce, foreign and domestic, which comes and goes through Gal- 
veston Bay was reported to the House by a colleague of mine in a 
former Congress, eight years ago, to be $60,000,000. Thenif $15,000,000 
of the $60,000,000 pays a tax, or if the people pay a tax of $500,000 on 
the $15,000,000, that is about $2,000,000 of tax they pay by not hav- 
ing the obstructions removed in Galveston Harbor and Galveston Bay 
in the ship-channel in order that this water line may compete with 
the railroads and thus reduce freights. I have been urging this 
House to hurry up the completion of that ship-channel so we should 
have thorough competition between the water-line and the railroad 
line, and obliterate all overcharge in freights between those two cities. 

My friend on the Committee on Commerce has given two other 
points in that State, the two together having one-half of the com- 
merece which goes through from Houston to Galveston, one $80,000 and 
the other $150,000, while it is reported by the engineer it will only 
take $140,000 to complete this ship-canal, and he only gives $50,000 
for the purpose. Why, now,shall we hurry these other improvements 
when there is so little population and commerce about them, and defer 
this great work so necessary to reduce the expenses of our commerce 
as it goes to market? 

Let us look at what I have had only the time to gather of our pop- 
ulation from the new census. Eight or nine counties around Sabine 
Pass get $150,000 in this appropriation. In these eight or nine coun- 
ties contiguous to that work the census of 1880 only shows 34,000 
people. It is not my argument that we are proposing to improve 
water-ways tosettle the country. I wanttoimprove these water-ways 
for the purpose of protecting commerce where the lands are settled. 
I want to improve these water-ways in order to reduce the charges on 
the products of the laboring people who are contiguous to the works. 
Tam going to vote for this bill. I have no captious fight to make 
against river and harbor improvements; but the point I make is that 
it isa bad bill in the respects which I have named. I will not do 
this injustice to the great interests of my State in that discrimina- 
tion ; but I would rather take that than get nothing at all. 

But I want to come before this House and ask them not to take 
the advice of my colleague and hear all the objections which can be 
made patiently against this bill and then to goand vote down every 
‘amendment without reference to whether it is right or wrong. I do 
not come here as a guerrilla to fight this bill. I want it to pass and 
become a law. I lay my appeal to the men who believe in internal 
improvements as fast as possible to enable the people to send off the 
a of their labor and to invite prosperity to come to all their 
1earthstones. I believe in that, and every vote I have ever given 
since I have been amemberof this House has been in faithful and loyal 
allegiance to that idea. Therefore I come to ask you to help me carry 
out that proposition by improving this bill and making it respond 
ito that idea. I ask you to take a little more of the public money or 
change it from where it is not needed so much and put a little more 
on this ship-channel, and to hasten its completion in order that we 
may have the benefit of competition in freights and save our people 
this large taxation. 

Mr. REAGAN. Iask the gentleman for a moment to reply to one 
point. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York has thirty min- 
utes remaining of his time. 

Mr. COX. I think it in order to allow my friend from Texas five 
minutes in which to make his answer. 

Mr. REAGAN. I sympathize with the wish of my friend from New 
York and would like to see the ship-channel in Galveston Bay com- 
pleted. But I had the duty imposed upon me of looking to the whole 
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State, of looking to the interests of every part of it; ana jt 
to every district of the State that I should act, if possible, y 
cial impartiality. Now, then, he forgets that we are ; 


Was due 
ey With judi. 
JUst comme 


ing the work at Aransas, Brazos Santiago, and another point, w} _ 
there has been no money expended until now, to provide ot, re 
&. DOTS 


where railroads are being built to the Rio Grande to command ¢} 
commerce of Northern Mexico and the Rio Grande Valley. = a 
gets that in the determination to get deep water at the port oon 
veston we have already expended on that work a half million doll, - 
and that we are now proposing in this bill, in order to get Feats 
at Galveston, to give $250,000. on 
In addition to the $50,000 we propose to give to the ship-channe 
we have also appropriated $25,000 for Buffalo Bayou above the «! oe 
channel. And I think my friend is endangering the passage of +), 
bill by making the sort of objections he has made here. I do not thi, 
he has fully considered the effect of it. Now, sir, other places bh: 
a little, such as it was believed could be given to them, It iad 
that none of them command such commerce as Galveston. None h ‘s 
received a fourth or perhaps a tenth such as Galveston, e 
My friend speaks of Sabine Pass. Why, sir, it is the outlet of th 
Sabine River, that waters the western part of Lousiana and thy east 
ern part of Texas, navigable now by steamboats for three hundred ang 
fifty miles. It is the outlet of the Angelina and Neches Rivers, navi. 
gable for three hundred miles more at this season of the year, [tix 
an outlet for a country larger than the State of Maryland and sips 


heg 
as large as the State of Ohio. There are now being made and * 
been for a yearand more about seven hundred thousand feet of lnm! 
and from seven hundred thousand to eight hundred thousand shi; 
a day, besides staves, at Orange and Beaumont. The commerce fro; 
these mills, as well as the commerce from this entire region drain 
by these two rivers, goes out through that pass and by one railroad 
passing Beaumont and Orange. And another fact which his stndies 
do not seem to have familiarized him with, as the committee hay 
done after long examination, is that with the very small a 
tions heretofore made at Sabine Pass the depth of water | re! 
been increased from eight to fifteen feet, the deepest entrance on the 
coast. Perhaps the gentleman is not aware of the fact that bety 
the mouth of the Mississippi and the Rio Grande it is the only harbor 
that can be dredged out and remain serviceable which will not b 
filled with the fine, shifting sands brought in by the literal currents 
of the Gulf. The channel, which the engineer believes can be mad 
for $200,000, when made will give then a depth of from twenty to 
twenty-two feet of water to accommodate the vast trade north of us 
with at least one good harbor; and I may also be permitted to stat 
to my colleague that, if I am rightly advised by one of his friends, he 
expressed his willingness to support a two-hundred-thousand-dollar 
appropriation for this place. 

Mr.MILLS. It is necessary that I should make some response to 

Mr.COX. Lyield now five minutes to my colleague from New York. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Mr. Chairman, I have opposed by my vote 
all the river and harbor bills, save one, which have been under con 
sideration during my service here. I voted for one under a misap 
prehension. [Laughter.] I have voted against all others in silence 
But I believe the time has come now to call a halt in the present 
river and harbor methods. I am not opposed to liberal appropriations 
for our water-ways. 

I do not believe $10,000,000 too much to provide for proper expend- 
itures in that direction during the coming year. But I, in the name 
of those I represent, demand something to show for the money ex- 
pended. After giving the subject such attention as it has been in 
my power to give it since the day before yesterday, I do not see low 
any conscientious members of this committee can justify themselves 
in supporting this bill. The Committee on Commerce have expended 
thirty millions, more or less, in the last five years. What have we 
toshow? In my own State—and I am not going to find any fault 
with Texas or any other State—but I say, and I know what I am 
talking about, that some of the largest appropriations that have been 
made during my service here for my own State have been made by 
the special activities and for the special interests of land-owners ane 
greedy speculators. 

It is absurd for the gentleman from Texas, the chairman of this 
committee, for whose integrity and devotion to this subject no man 
shall exceed me in admiration, but itis simply absurd when we se 
what is going on in this House to describe this bill as anything els 
than astartling illustration of the present condition of our politics 
I do not say party politics. Imean selfish personal politics. I want 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce to name three men 0 
his fifteen that can answer a question which I shall put to him. 
even doubt whether he can answer it himself. I understood the ge 
tleman, the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, to say. that he 
had examined carefully every item in this bill. Now, turning over 
to the thirty-sixth page I discover one item set apart by itself in one 
single line—line 852—which puzzles my geography, and I doubt very 
much whether there is more than one man in the committee of fifteen, 
if there is one, who can explain it. The line reads as follows: 

Improving Sumpawamus Inlet, New York, $5,000. 

{ Laughter. ] 8. : then On 

Now, I would like to knew if the chairman of the Commitee 
Commerce himself can tell me where Sampawamus Inlet in New 1° 
is, and what that particular $5,000 is for ? 
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Mr. REAGAN. I can answer the gentleman if he will allow me. 
| will tell him that Sumpawamus Inlet is on East River just within 
the boundary of the upper part of the city of New York. It is for the 
‘mprovement of that inlet, and I am sorry to find the gentleman from 
New York so ignorant of the geography of his own city. 

Mr, CHITTENDEN. I am very glad the gentleman thinks he 
“uve exactly Where Sumpawamus Inlet lies. He is mistaken, but 

‘I alluded to that for the purpose of getting something 
sJca in. { Laughter. ] Now, I know a harborin New York, Mr. Chair- 
anand 1 ask gentleman to listen to this as a just comment upon 
‘ie unfair bill—I know a harbor in New York State where entered 
~. wear for several months during the summer three or four thou- 
»d people every day. There were six steamboats damaged during 
summer in entering that harbor by running upon arock. The 

; well known to every good pilot; but in dangerous times of the 
snd of the wind, the skill of no pilot is equal to escape it. [Here 
she hammer fell.] I should like to have two minutes more. 

“Mr. COX. LI yield my colleague one minute more. 
Mr. CHITTENDEN. Of the six steamboats, two were absolutely 
t the great peril of hundreds of lives, and four others were 


d. The steamboat interest applied in vain to the Committee on 


BDC 
r mind 
never mind. 


last year 


wrecked a 
C mmerce, While Sumpawamus Inlet, which is not within the bound- 
ry of the city of New York nor on the East River, but on the south 
chore of Long Island, beyond Babylon, got $5,000. 
Now I say a method of dividing up these $10,000,000 by which such 
, boat interest as I have referred to is absolutely ignored, while 
» conferred upon comparatively trivial nooks of doubtful 
ortance, such a method is intolerable ; and the time has come to 
fnda better way. Ten million dollars yearly are nut enough to do 
: for 50,000,000 people. A commission of character and re- 
ysibility should be authorized by Congress to attend to the water- 
ways of this whole country. The work never can be wisely done by 
the present method. If persisted in we shall soon waste hundreds of 
nillions, Without accomplishing the end aimed at. 
Mr. COX. How much time have I? 

eCHAIRMAN. The gentleman has thirteen minutes remaining. 
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Mr. COX. I yield half a minute to my colleague, [Mr. HUTCHINS. ] 
Mr. HUTCHINS. I wish merely to say to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. CHITTENDEN] that the case to which he has referred 


as not one for which an appropriation could be made until within 


the last three days. At the last session provision was made in the 
ver and harbor bill for a survey of that harbor. The report has 
come in. ‘Lhe engineer has reported that, in his opinion, an appro- 
n of $40,000 should be made for that purpose. I hope the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. CHITTENDEN,] in the interest of 
commerce and of the people he represents, will see that that appro- 
riation is made before the end of this Congress. 


th 
Mr. COX. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from California, 
PAGE. ] 


Mr. PAG] I 


I think I can say in five minutes all I wish to say on 
[am not here to say anything in opposition to the bill re- 
ported by the committee further than to criticise what, in my judg- 
ment, I believe to be an unfair distribution of the public money in 
the improvement of rivers and harbors. I have no doubt the com- 
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mittee did the best they could on the facts that were before them. 
Nom 





iber of Congress was permitted to go before the committee to 
present the interests of his State or district; or at least very few 
were so permitted. I made out to get a little time, not over five 
ninutes, and that after the bill had already been passed upon, as I 
understand, by the committee. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I desire to speak a few moments in behalf of 
the Pacific coast, which has no representative on the Committee on 
Commerce. There is but one member, I believe, upon that commit- 
tee west of the Mississippi River. The State that I have the honor 
in part to represent upon this floor has less than $140,000 in this bill, 
while the Great Kanawha in the State of West Virginia has $200,000 
appropriated. The great State of California, with a sea-coast ex- 
tending many hundreds of miles, has less than $140,000 in this bill. 

he Sacramento River, navigable for over two hundred and ten 
mules, on which the commerce of my State must go, has an appropri- 
ation of $30,000 only. I desire to call the attention of the thinking 
men of this House to the question whether these inaccuracies and in- 
Justices ought to be committed by the committee. I am not saying 
that this committee did not perhaps do the best they could with the 
light before them and in the brief time allotted to them to consider 
4 great bill like this river and harbor bill. But I am here to say that 
the distribution of this money is unfair, and not according to equity 
Z my Judgment, to the great Pacific coast, where the wheat crop 
‘Als Year 18 rotting by the side of the railroad tracks for the want of 
transportation, or to the great State of Minnesota, which is perhaps 
producing the largest wheat crop that has ever been produced by any 
State, California being second. I do think a portion of the public 
Honey could be honestly expended in improving the great national 
uighways, the rivers and harbors of the Pacific coast. And yet we 
are put off here with $140,000 or less. 3 
am not criticising the Great Kanawha, represented by my friend 
n West Virginia, [ Mr. KENNA.] I am not saying that that appropri- 
0 ought not to have been made. But I am making the compari- 


an ae the Great Kanawha and the rivers and harbors of my 
1 State, 
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Mr. O'NEILL. The gentleman is giving a thrust at the bill and is 
not conscious of it. 

Mr. REAGAN rose. 

Mr. PAGE. I do not yield. Ido not know why any member of 
this committee should call me to task for saying a few words in be- 
half of the people I have the honor in part to represent on this floor. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I did not call the gentleman to task for saying 
something on behalf of the people he represemts. He is giving the 
bill a blow and he is unconscious of it. 

Mr. PAGE. I came here to claim no favors from this House and 
base my demand simply on justice. If it is not justice I do not want 
a dollar appropriated by this committee or this House for the State 
of California. I find,on looking over this bill, here is an item for 
improving Broad Creek, in Delaware, $10,000 ; another for improving 
mouth of Duck Creek, Delaware, $3,000; and another for the im- 
provement of another creek in Delaware, $3,500. 

Now Iam not complaining that this money may not be well ex- 
pended for that purpose. But I am here to say that the Sacramento 
and the San Joaquin Rivers in my own State, over which the commerce 
of a great empire must go, deserves better treatment at the hands of 
this committee and of this House. 

Simply because the Engineer Department in its recommendation 
failed to ask for a greater amount than $60,000, and because it asked 
for $300,000 for the Great Kanawha, therefore we are shut off and are 
informed by the Committee on Commerce that they have given us 40 
per cent. of the estimates. 

I believe that the Committee on Commerce when formed in the 
future should be constituted solely with reference to what the busi- 
ness interests and the commerce of the country demand. And, speak- 
ing for myself, should I ever have the pleasure to assist in the organ- 
ization of another House, and in the election of its presiding ofticer, 
I shall vote for one who, in my judgment, will recognize that there 
is a country west of the Mississippi River that ought to be consid- 
ered by this House. [Great applause. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] has 
five minutes of his hour remaining. 

Mr. COX. I yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman from 
Texas, [ Mr. MILLs.] 

Mr. MILLS. My colleague [Mr. REAGAN] in the closing sentences 
of his remarks « few minutes ago said that he had been informed 
that I had stated to a constituent of mine that I would favor an ap- 
propriation of $200,000 for Sabine Pass, The inference to be drawn 
from that, I suppose, is that I would state in private conversation to 
a gentleman that I was in favor of one thing,and then I would on 
the floor of the House of Representatives show myself in favor of a 
different thing. Sir, that is a blow beneath the belt. 

I maintain on the floor of the House precisely what I have said in pri- 
vate conversation with that gentleman or with any other. And I was 
exceedingly unfortunate in making myself understood if I left the im- 
pression upon the mind of any gentleman that I was opposed to this 
bill or would vote against it. I have said repeatedly that I have 
voted for every river and harbor bill that has come before Congress 
since I have been a member. I voted for this bill the other day, and 
intend to vote for it again. 

I will vote for this bill if you put in it $200,000 for Sabine Pass. I 
would be glad to have the committee put in $200,000 for Sabine Pass. 
I will vote for it if you put in $150,000 for Aransas Pass. I would 
much prefer to see a million dollars put in for the improvement of 
Galveston Harbor. The commerce of that city requires that such an 
appropriation should be made. The little appropriations we have 
hitherto made for Galveston Bar have proved utterly useless for 
removing the obstruction there. It should be a large appropriation. 

I think our river and harbor bill, instead of being cut down and 
narrowed to little expenditures year by year, keeping these works on 
our hands for years, should provide for the expenditure of twenty or 
twenty-five millions of dollars annually for the next four or five 
years, to improve all our water-ways, so that our commerce can bo 
sent to market without any obstruction. 

Now, because I stated that I would vote for as much as $200,000 for 
Sabine Pass, does any gentleman on this floor understand that | 
would agree that the great work of improving Galveston Harbor shall 
have nothing, or only $50,000 of the appropriation made forthe whole 
State of Texas? I tell yon that nine-tenths of your Gulf commerce 
goes out of that gate-way. Iam speaking in general terms, for I 
have not had time to obtain accurate figures. 

I am in favor of a large appropriation for every work that is nec- 
essary for the improvement of the water-ways of our country—all of 
them—and of larger appropriations than we now get. Therefore I 
do not want anybody in this House to understand that, because I 
want an equal distribution, in proportion to the demands of com- 
merce, of the money assigned to my State, I am opposed to anybody 
else getting any; that I am pursuing a dog-in-the-manger policy ; 
that I would refuse all appropriations because I cannot get the com- 
mittee to give the necessary amount of money for the works I am 
more immediately interested in. Not at all. [Here the hammer 
fell.] Imove that the committee now rise and report this bill to the 
House for further debate. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, rose. 

Mr. COVERT. I understood the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. MILLs} 
to yield to me for one minute. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has no time to yield. 

Mr. MILLS. I will yield it if the Chair will lend it to me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. Mitts] has 
submitted a motion that the committee rise and report the bill to the 
House. 

Mr. ATKINS. 1 desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Did not the gentleman from Texas move that the 
committee rise for purposes of debate ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not so understand the motion. 

Mr. MILLS. I made the motion that the committee rise, in order 
that we might by to-morrow obtain more facts for the intelligent con- 
sideration of this bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. [| hope the committee will not now rise; it is not 
vet three o’clock. 

” The motion of Mr. MrILts was not agreed to. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I yield two minutes of my time to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. COVERT. ] ; 

Mr. COVERT. I was in my committee-room until this moment, 
and therefore did not have the privilege of hearing the remarks of 
my distinguished colleague [Mr. CHITTENDEN ] with reference to one 
item in this river and harbor bill, an item affecting my district. 

Now if my distinguished colleague would devote some part of his 
summer journeyings to beautiful and healthful Long Island, instead 
of being so disloyal to his State as to confine his summer pilgrimages 
to staid and sober Connecticut, he would be in the position occupied 
by my distinguished friend from New Jersey, [Mr. ROBESON, ] and 
would understand fully the location of the improvement in question 
and the pressing need which exists for that improvement. 

Mr. ROBESON. That statementis correct. Iam entirely familiar 
with the locality and its needs. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. What is the locality ? 

Mr. COVERT. It is an inlet on Long Island—Sumpawamus Inlet. 
I desire to say in the very brief time I have that Long Island is very 
peculiarly situated with reference to her claims for consideration in 
this annual river and harbor appropriation bill. Stretching from 
one end of the island to the other are innumerable bays, harbors, 
and coves, forming and furnishing harbors of refuge for the myriads 
of vessels that have occasion to make transit along that, at seasons, 
somewhat dangerous and treacherous coast. This inlet is the only 
medium of communication between a number of large and thriving 
villages and towns and the great South Bay. I assume that my col- 
league’s ignorance of local geography is not so great but that he has 
heard at least of this latter body of water which floats upon its broad 
bosom thousands of sail and contributes in large proportion to the 
commerce of the country and of the whole country. 

This inlet has become almost impassable. There is at the point 
named a very considerable body of people, largely engaged in trade 
and commerce. It is estimated that 2 population of over five thou- 
sand is directly interested in this proposed improvement, doing an an- 
nual business of $500,000 according to the official report of the En- 
gineer Department ; and these people are now debarred from any con- 
nection with the great water-way I have mentioned. If the local in- 
terests which are affected were fairly subject of discussion here, I 
might add that the citizens of the locality are entirely at the mercy 
of a railroad corporation so far as the carriage of freight and produce 
is concerned. It is, however, upon the broader and larger ground 
that the demands of general commerce require this improvement that 
I rest this claim. Long Island has an area large enough in itself for 
the formation of a sovereign State, and it is not therefore remarkable 
perhaps that my colleague did not know the exact locality of this 
proposed improvement. If he knew the locality and its people as I 
know them; if he knew the wants of that people in this regard as I 
have learned to know them ; if he knew as I know the pressing neces- 
sity of this improvement, my public-spirited colleague would, I am 
sure, be the last gentleman on this floor to adversely criticise, or in 
any Way oppose this item in the pending bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. That region supplies New York with fish and 
oysters. I have seen five hundred sail there on a single day. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, this discussion has de- 
veloped the fact that very few members of this committee are satis- 
fied with this bill, from which I argue that the bill must be a very 
fair, judicious, and proper measure. Members seem to find no other 
fault with it than that in the appropriations their particular localities 
are not sufliciently provided for. Now, if the committee has suc- 
ceeded, not in pleasing any one locality specially, but in making all 
feel that they ought to have more, it isa good indication that the bill 
is pretty nearly night. The committee in the course of its labors was 
compelled from necessity, as well as from propriety, to regard the re- 
ports of the Engineer Department, approved by the Secretary of War, 
as the proper basis upon which to make appropriations for the vari- 
ous works recommended by those reports. They have done so; and 
if in certain localities the appropriations are not as large as may be 
desired, it is not the fault of the committee. In distributing the 
appropriations they have endeavored to be fair and equitable, and I 
believe, so far as possible, they have succeeded. The gentleman from 
California [Mr. PAGE] complains that the Sacramento River has re- 
ceived only $30,000 and the San Joaquin only $20,000. I beg to say 
to him that the Engineer Department recommended $60,000 as the 
amount that could advantageously be used the coming year on the 


Sacramento and $40,000 as a suitable appropriation fo 
quin. Thecommittee in its liberality, considering the NeECessitias « 
claims of the Pacific coast, give each of these rivers oue-halt 
amount recommended, which was better than they did hes ae 
eighths of all the improvements recommended in the bil], = °° 

Mr. Speaker, this appropriation bill has been prepared w 
care by the Committee on Commerce. Each item in it has 
separate consideration by the committee. The detailed 1 
the engineer in charge of each work, as well as the approval and ree. 
ommendation of the board of engineers and the Secretary of W, 
have been carefully read—in all about three thousand pages, Th 
committee, availing itself of all means of reliable informat; yn — 
made this bill as fair and as equal in all its provisions as wag yo. 
sible, and with two or three exceptions no appropriation | ~ 
made for work not recommended by the Engineer Department ay, 
Secretary of War. Some of the streams appropriated for are poms 
paratively small, but all of them navigable, and are important as 
means of water communication to the localities through which the 
run, and are all tributaries to the larger rivers and lakes which fo 
the connecting links in the great water lines for transportati 
the seaboard. 

The whole amount recommended by the Engineer Department for 
the improvement of rivers and harbors, numbering about three hun 
dred and fifty in all, was in the neighborhood of twenty-six millioy 
dollars; and the Secretary of War, while approving the genera] reo. 
ommendation, cut down the amount to about one-third in gross, The 
committee has tried to keep within this recommendation. The larger 
works of more pressing importance have been granted a little more 
than the average, and those of less importance, in some cases, have 
been allowed a little less; so that the average has been not much 
above the one-third indicated. The pending bill gives to the general 
appropriations about eight million four hundred thousand dollars 
and the extraordinary amounts appropriated for the Lower and Upper 
Mississippi increases it to a little over ten million dollars. = 

I have no time nor is this the place to enter into a discussion as 
to the importance, advantage, or necessity of this appropriation fo 
river and harbor improvements. I assume that to be admitted, | 
can say, however, that the opposition to the proper expenditure of 
money for these purposes has gradually lessened until the cheap 
notoriety and imaginary popularity gained by violent opposition to 
this river and harbor appropriation has about passed away. A strong, 
healthy sentiment now prevails throughout the country, and it is one 
that demands reasonable and judicious expenditures of money for the 
improvement of our water-ways, and such an improvement as will 
secure to us connecting lines of water communication in every pos 
sible direction and bring about the cheap transportation to the sea 
board of the commerce of the Western and inland States. If this 
course be followed hereafter I have no hesitation in saying that it 
will afford the most effective regulator of the prices of freights, and 
the railroads, which might otherwise combine to charge exorbitant 
rates, will be held in check and restrained within reasonable limits. 
Viewing it from this stand-point Idoubt whether the same amount of 
appropriation for any other purpose would result in so great general 
advantage both to the producer and the consumer. Considering the 
number of objects appropriated for, I think the amount of this bill 
is not too large; and the only question for us to determine is whether 
it is fairly and judiciously appropriated. On this point I have no 
doubts myself, and commend the bill to the support of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, the opposition to this bill comes more from what has 
been left out of it than what it contains. If my genial and always 
brilliant friend from New York [Mr. Cox] would study the bill a 
little more closely, he would be favorably impressed with its fairness 
and strong claims to his support. But he would not be happy if he 
did not have his annual tilt at the river and harbor bill, and his criti- 
cisms are at least entertaining if not instructive. I do not believe 
he expects to defeat the bill, and would feel badly were it to fail. 
He relies on men outside of New York to protect the magnificent 
harbors of the great commercial metropolis of the nation. TheCom- 
mittee on Commerce, in response to the earnest petitions of the 
Chamber of Commerce and the shipping interests of New York, have 
made fair appropriations in this bill for this purpose. It therefore 
comes with a bad grace from the gentleman from New York to at- 
tempt to defeat a bill which so largely benefits the city he has the 
honor in part to represent. ; 

I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr 
HUMPHREY. } ; er 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Chairman, the whole opposition that bas 
developed to this bill since it came before the House and before the 
Committee of the Whole seems to arise from the fact that the local- 
ties represented by the gentlemen opposing it have not received the 
full amount which they claim should be appropriated. But, Mr. 
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Chairman, } desire to say a word in reply to what seems to be an 
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just criticism by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] upon my 


colleague, [Mr. DreusTER.] I wish to say that Superior Bay is one of 
the finest harbors in the world, a harbor which when sufficiently > 
veloped will open an empire in the far West and bring to Its shores 
that tidal-wave of commerce that will go to the countries of the —_ 
Yet for that harbor this bill makes an appropriation of only $5,000, 
while the harbor at Duluth has an appropriation of $25,000. 


I say that the criticism of the gentleman from New York was unjust 


























.. my colleague, who has secured only $5,000 for one of the finest 
‘sors in the world, where twenty-live years hence there may bea 
+e of two hundred or two hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants— 
on tion which has as grand prospects as Chicago and the central 
. eae twenty-five or thirty years ago. I speak of this because 
‘rigconsif is almost surrounded by water. She is surrounded upon 
west by the Mississippi and on the north and east by Lake Su- 
=" vol Lake Michigan. Yetthe appropriations which she receives 
per is pill are not equal to those which she received in former years 
hin the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers engaged the whole attention of 
chat western country. : ; ; 
“Though gentlemen may complain that in some instances appropri- 
ong are not put in places where they are most needed, yet so far as 
Wisconsin is concerned not one dollar has been given improperly ; 
‘or the proposed expenditure in that State will greatly beneiit the 
xhole commerce of the United States. 's he Mississippi is not an in- 
iand river; like Lake Michigan and Lake Superior, it belongs to the 
“hole of this continental country; and every dollar of the appro- 
tions for Wisconsin goes to the Mississippi and its tributaries, 
~1 to Lakes Michigan and Superior. 
“It is a well-known fact that this committee is selected with refer- 
ence to the river and harbor interests being properly represented 
thereon. Consequently, in properly estimating the wants of the coun- 
try in this regard, the committee should make such appropriations 
as are most needed and without regard to locality ; and I believe they 
have tried to do SO. 
" Parthermore, I desire to say that the people of the great West have 
ont ‘and never had to my knowledge, and I know they have not for 
four years past, a sufficient amount of appropriation to develope that 
commerce Which is destined to add immeasurably to the wealth of 
this country. And in connection with this I desire to add one word 
in regard to what the gentleman from Texas [Mr. MILLs] stated in 
the course of his remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I desire to say only one word in additi: 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I desire to say, last spring 5,000 bales of cotton 
were shipped from Texas to New Orleans by way of Saint Louis, and 
that very fact shows that the remarks of the gentleman from Texas 
were perfectly just and proper. If the rivers and harbors of that 
great country were opened up to navigation and commerce by proper 
improvements, the trade between Texas and New Orleans would go 
directly and not the roundabout way of Saint Louis. 

Last May the steamer Jo Howard left Saint Louis with 2,700 tons of 
and Memphis with 3,100 tons, on her decks, for New Orleans, 
among which was eight hundred bales of the consignment of five 
thousand bales I have spoken of from Texas to New Orleans. The 
fact is, Mr. Chairman, the producing classes in this country are to 
reap the great benefit from these improvements, and this is as it 
should be. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I yield for ten minutes to the gentle- 
man from J)linois, 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I suppose there is no 
member of this committee who can vote for this bill or against it 
having less personal interest either for himself or his constituents, so 
far as the direct expenditure of the money herein appropriated is 
concerned, than myself. One hundred and thirty miles north upon 
the lake at Chicago is the nearest point to the section in which I 
reside that one dollar of the money appropriated by this bill will 
be expended. Heretofore in my service in this House, while I have 
always favored the improvement of rivers and harbors, I have con- 
tented myself with voting against the river and harbor appropria- 
tion bill because in my judgment, while many good appropriations 
were made, many that were not good were also made. Upon an ex- 
amination of this bill, however, my judgment was and is still that 
this is the best river and harbor appropriation bill which has been 
reported to the House of Representatives since I have had the honor 
to be a member of the same. 

J lavor the improvement of the great rivers, lakes, and harbors of 
the country, because to my mind such improvements will do much to 
cheapen the freight charges in our internal commerce. WhenI take 
up the report of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, I find our foreign 
commerce last year amounted in round numbers to $1,613,000,000. 
We are there told that this is only the one-twentieth part ef the com- 
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weree which we carry on between the States, or what is called inter- 
‘commerce. Multiply $1,600,000,000 by twenty, and you will get 
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Some faint idea of the necessities for means of transportation both by 
ail and water. On reading the same report, J find that in 1870 the 
se from the great West to foreign countries of breadstuffs and 
a Te namounted to $107,000,000. In 1880 these exports reached 
000.600 : on increase of fourfold in ten years. Multiply $441,- 
ofthe ha HA a ,and you will have some faint idea of the demands 
ains £2 ~ est embraced between the Rocky and Alleghany Mount- 
a ansportation of its products. 

reiehn came report will be discovered the fact that the charge for 
freighte ae less than it was ten years ago. In other words, 
year or are seeanvinrane ago—were twice as much as they were mas 
ephilen whe tho n the average. This decrease of the freight charge 

S why this great trade and great production have increased so 
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largely in the last ten years. Also let it be remembered that over 82 
per cent. of our enormous exports are agricultural products alone 

When the ice closes up the water-ways the railroad freight rate is 
increased from 25 to 100 per cent. How can this be remedied? I 
know of no effectual or permanent remedy except by building up 
competition. If we can develop reliable water transportation which 
does not close in the winter, that reaches into the heart of the grain- 
producing section of this country, then we have, indeed, found a 
means of transportation which wi!l afford competition, not during the 
summer and fall months, but during the whole year, upon the Missis 
sippi River and some of its tributaries. From Cairo south naviga- 
tion is always open. At Cairo we have the very heart of the grain- 
producing district of this country. 

Mr. SAPP. Oh, no. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. The gentleman says, oh, no. If you 
choose you may extend it tolIowa. Yet I say practically, however, 
you have there the heart of the grain-producing country at Cairo. I 
do not mean just about Cairo, but in that section is somewhere near 
the heart of it. But, be that as it may, practically it brings usa 
thousand miles nearer the sea in the West for transportation of our 
products if the Mississippi River can be kept open with a good chan- 
nel. That is what is desired. 








Mr. SAPP. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I cannot just now, but I will do so later. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio has extended the 
time to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I will yield, then, if the gentleman will 
make it a question. 

Mr. SAPP. I will make it a question, and it is this: the gentle- 
man says he is in favor of the improvement of the great rivers. Now, 
the Missouri River is navigable for over three thousand miles and 
there is only $115,000 appropriated for that river. Is that justice? 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Iam glad the gentleman has asked the 
question, and from my recollection after examining this bill there is 
much more appropriated for the Missouri River than $115,000 

Mr. SAPP. Not a bit more for general purposes. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Three times that amount, I am told. 
But let that be as it may, after an examination of this bill I find it ap- 
propriates over four million dollars for the Mississippi and its tribu 
taries, and that is far better than any other bill has provided since I 
have been a member of the House. 

Perhaps the bill does not deal liberally enough with the Missouri. 
I won’t say it does. Perhaps it is not sufficiently liberal with other 
great water courses. Yet it is far more liberal, I will state again, 
than any bill reported to this House since I have been a member of 
it. I have heard it objected by some that the appropriation for the 
Mississippi River is too large. Some gentlemen object to going to 
the headwaters and entering upon the reservoir-improvement sys- 
tem. I grant youit may be in the nature of experiment. The re- 
ports are in favor of it and the experiment is worth trying. Some, 
again, object to it by saying that, owing to the large appropriations 
for the Mississippi River, the effect of its expenditure will be to re- 
claim some of the bottom lands of that river. Mr. Chairman, I do 
not understand that to be the primary object of this appropriation. 
Such reclamation is only incidental to the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the river. 

But I want to say right here and now, upon that point and others 
in connection with the Mississippi River, that gentlemen should rec- 
ollect that it drains a great empire stretching from the Alleghanies 
to the Rocky Mountains, and I remind gentlemen that the deter- 
mination that it should remain a free highway forever for the com- 
merce of the vast region which it drains, had much todo with the sue- 
cessful prosecution of the late war, and for one I should thank God 
and rejoice if in the development of this great river in making a re- 
liable channel from the Gulf to Cairo, and from Cairo on up, the same 
work which deepens and maintains the channel will also result in 
whole or part in the reclamation of the alluvial lands bordering upon 
that river. 

The alluvial lands bordering upon the Mississippi from Cairo to 
the Gulf, from fifty to one hundred and fifty miles in width, if re- 
claimed and placed under cultivation, are sufficient to make an empire 
alone. Egypt with its Nile, at one time supporting the most mag- 
nificent civilization of the world, was insignificant in comparison. 
Sir, I hope to live to see sea-going vessels load at Cairo, in my own 
State, with the products of the West, and also the alluvial lands of 
the Mississippi in successful cultivation. The next decade will see 
the public lands fitted for agriculture in the United States taken up 
and settled, and I have no doubt the next twenty years will see the 
tide of immigration following down the Mississippi, making that 
country a garden which is in great part now an unreclaimed wilder- 
ness. 

It is true, Mr. Chairman, that when you take this bill up and read 
ititem by item you come now and then to ariver or harbor which 
is appropriated for that you do not recognize. Perhaps if we had 
been better students of geography it would have been better for us. 
But I do know that a great committee of this House, numbering 
fifteen members, have had this under consideration in the preparation 
of this bill for weeks and months, while I have been busy in the prep- 
aration of such business as has been committed to my care. And so 
it is with the gentlemen on the forty-odd other committees of this 


ne ores ang 























































i cameras ; es 
. 






























- 
3 
Pi 


wah 
. a 
; 2 
5 et 

mt 
se 





K 
t 





ay 





andl 





plate 





pa 





1432 . CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





House. Noone man can seek to exhaust all of the business that comes 
before the House. I doubt if there is a gentleman within the sound 
of my voice competent to do more than keep track of the business of 
two or three committees of the House at the outside. If you legis- 
late at all you must take somebody’s recommendation in many in- 
stances. I desire to say that there is not a man present within hear- 
ing of my voice exceptsome one upon this Commerce Committee who 
can in two or three months exhaust this bill. But because I do not 
understand every item that is recommended by this committee, and 
placed in this bill, is that any reason why Ishould withhold my sup- 
port from the whole of it? Is that any reason why I should refuse 
to yield my assent for an appropriation that I know in general is le- 
gitimate and proper for the improvement of the great lakes of the 
country and for our rivers and harbors? 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I yield now fifteen minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. HENDERSON. } 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I did not propose to discuss this 
bill, and should not have made any remarks whatever but for the 
allusions of my friend from New York [Mr. Cox] in his speech on 
last Monday. I feel it to be due to myself as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to say that for the last two months I have 
labored more patiently and I 1k more faithfully as a member of 
that committee in the preparation of this bill, so as to present to the 
country a river and harbor bill just and fair as it can be made in all 
of its provisions, than I have ever done before in discharging any 
public duty in my life. And Inow say to this committee, and to each 
and every member of it, that while there are provisions in this bill 
which have not met my approbation and do not now meet it, and 
while other provisions are left ont which I desired to have incorpor- 
ated in it, yet I believe it is a bill as fair and just in all its provisions 
as any fifteen men can make it. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] undertook to arraign the 
members of the Committee on Commerce by showing that it had been 
a mere grab-game with them; that they had taken especial care to 
provide for their own constituencies and the States in which they 
resided; and the gentleman went on to show what each member of 
the committee received, under the provisions of the bill, as his part 
of the public plunder; and wound up by saying that the Committee 
on Commerce have “piled up over five millions of dollars” —one-half 
of the entire appropriation—for themselves. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what are the facts? I want tocall the atten- 
tion of the committee and I would like to call the attention of the 
country to this fact in view of what has been said by that gentle- 
man. This committee represents fifteen States of this Union. It 
represents New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois, four of the 
most wealthy and most populous States of this Union. It represents 
largely more than one-half of the whole population of the country. 
The States represented by this committee have one hundred and 
eighty-two members on the floor of this House, and they have a pop- 
ulation of 29,197,869 according to the last census. It represents States 
in which the great commercial cities of the country like New York, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, Baltimore, New Orleans, Saint Louis, 
Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, and Cleveland are situated. 

And furthermore, Mr. Chairman, when you come to the commerce, 
when you come to the business of the country, when you come to the 
navigable waters, the sea-coast, the lakes, rivers, and harbors of the 
country, you find a much larger proportion in favor of the States 
represented by this committee than you do in population or in the 
number of Representatives on the floor of this House. 

I would not, perhaps, Mr. Chairman, have said this much, but the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox, ] alluding to myself, said that I 
came from an inland State with a lake, or a little touch of a lake, 
here and there. Did my friend intend to deceive the House when he 
made that assertion? Did he intend to deceive the country when he 
made that assertion, or was it simply the indulgence of a little poetic 
fancy? Illinois an inland State with a little touch of lake here and 
there! Illinois has five hundred miles of the Mississippi River, the 
noblest river in the world, on its western border; it has, I believe, 
about one hundred and sixty miles of the Ohio on its south and south- 
eastern border ; it has the Wabash also between Illinois and Indiana, 
and it has Lake Michigan on the northeast, with the city of Chicago 
and the immense commerce of that great city, which I think com- 
pares favorably with any other commercial city ofthe country. And 
it has the Illinois River running down through it, which is national 
in its character, because it connects the lakes of the north with the 
Gulf of the south, and its improvement is as national as any other 
work. When you come to look at the interest of Illinois, admitting 
the statement of my friend from New York to be correct, which I do 
not, that $912,000 are appropriated for Illinois, she does not get any 
more than she ought to have for her great commercial interests. I 
suppose in making up this estimate the gentleman figured largely on 
the appropriations for the Mississippi River, which is in the interest of 
the entire Northwest and of the South and, I may say, of every portion 
of this great country of ours. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Illinois allow me to interrupt | 
him ? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COX. I wish tosay the calculation for Illinois and other States 
which I have made was made in the first instance by the gentleman | 
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on the other side from Iowa, a man who under 
geography. 

Mr. HENDERSON. It was some one that did not 
exactly all the facts, or else he is a better figurer th [ 
Mr. COX. I would like the gentleman from Illinois to conto 
that gentleman and make the corrections accordingly on 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I made the calculations 
sponsible for them. They are correct, too. 

Mr. HENDERSON. The gentleman cannot make it out by an 
rect figuring. You may take the half of what is appropriatel 
the Mississippi River, which is not in the special interest of Illin fern 
any sense of the word, and you will fallshort, in my opinion 1} As 
here a statement of the population of each one of the States oo 
sented on the Committee on Commerce and of the number of Ri o 


) 
° . . - - Kepre 
sentatives to which each of said States is entitled. It is as folloy 


stands arithmeti> and 


understa; } 
an Iam. . 


and am ; 





Stat Populatior Represe 

SE nnn ct cose badad vee eacweabbieennwe egies 5, 083. 810 
AL... svbneb keke senases igus sis eliotn ; 4, 289 TRE 
Ce any sutietntinnth seas sacdebhesheheseeduneieeu 3, 198, 2939 ‘ 
a nde a as Sad ck ws pric ah Sean ws ke eee Reka 3, O78, 769 
Massachusetts .......-..--. one “On aecevsesnenne vans at 1, 783, 012 
NN RE errr er eT er sate amedeaele 622, 683 
EE olteug b KAbS454 54045008044 endeneuwaes thas secu 1, 512, 806 
Bc Gu saesbavaubed sbuees cctonQadds Seueneeuascaws 1,592 574 
Se eee ee ee Pe 140, 16 
0 ES eee nda tcc acini 2, 168, 804 
itithtc cngas soar hehe hts ee ade pha chninanone 934, 632 
EE cutis dea keChahawuses reeenk aD vedas eaasennne 1, 315, 480 
PG aciscabanssciduseasaubessatventseussusiens 1, 130, 983 
Kentucky 1, 648, 708 
I nic 5. ec Licnne banemidun a eabmeeened satin 618, 480 

CE paabe ete teu ad diodes taenuket Ss eeeehe eee 29, 911, 869 


It has been said the Mississippi River has been too liberally pro. 
vided for. There are ten States of this Union that lie bordering op 
the banks of the Mississippi River, and I have also a statement here 
of the population of those States; and they contain over fifteen mil}. 
ions of inhabitants, nearly one-third of the entire population of this 
country. The population of these ten States is as follows: 





PD ic wie bas vuuva needed GonUbEau as 665055 shut eenowees hier ss 802 564 
i ba Wcwhtstess aver eansaaaeeade yhbE60566408 BHNUES Eck beSerscccdenste 1, 624, 62 
INN os vind dv ccdcnbhoneN a dibbsn eb thGhdcbe beeRNReSRAS OenSedenees 1, 648, 708 
NN Xoo cud bine canine Senbibiedl shuth aebine hadiahea be aenswwnneis 4 
eR eh ih as tenn a hel tihh eh deh WES aD idee taka ca breeenel 780, RU 
EE seckntnsthsuevdipiugh pehebsspshebdpakesevadne yeh ieenea -- 1,131,592 
SE + nirenicnwnieeaex Seduwieceds adunes babbanvasnddd@deawe weureaar 2, 168, 804 
NN 6 ceed aaguida pilabne wb < cba ee anh heu bee asiemidenwampestunude 1, 315, 4° 
citi vendshnnecenea caneeanbunenevash ne ddakdawene Agama ab aauleeo 3, O78, 769 
ED a jin crak dunn Siinab thats oases hak ReaN Ee SmasreRARRA RRC NERe 1, 542, 4 
EE airaieomak diein wid baw wen ea dC EW a wee eRe ee eae Ne wek ea uwuunbe 15, 023, 909 


Again, Mr. Chairman, there are the tributaries of the Mississippi 
River, which run along the borders or through States like Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, Indiana, Kansas, and Nebraska, States which are deep) 
interested in the improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi 
River. So, Mr. Chairman, when you come to consider the population 
and wealth and the business and the commerce of all those States 
interested in the Mississippi River, I have no hesitation in saying 
that the Mississippi River has not been too liberally provided for 
No, sir, the amount should have been larger. 

I will say again, in conclusion, for I do not desire to vccupy the 
attention of the committee long, that in my opinion this bill is % 
fair and just as fifteen members representing different sections of the 
country could make it, and to all parts of the country. I confess | 
have been unable to meet objections sometimes made on the part of 
some members. They say, “ You are willing to have us vote millions 
of dollars for your more magnificent rivers and harbors, to promote 
your more important and larger commercial interests; but if we want 
a few thousand dollars to take out snags and rocks and remove the 
sand-bars from such rivers as we have, you think we are not entitied 
to anything, while you ask us to vote these larger sums for your 
greater and more important works.” When that objection is made! 
find it a hard one to answer always. But, Mr. Chairman, I believe 
ininternalimprovements. I say here to-day there is nothing of greater 
interest to this country than the improvements of our navigable 
waters. There is nothing which will more certainly promote the pros- 
perity of the people of this great country than the improvement 0 
our navigable waters so as to give the people cheaper transportation. 
And I am disposed, Mr. Chairman, to be liberal wherever our liberal- 
ity will tend to build up and develop the industries and resourees, 
the commerce and business of the country. ! ie 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question’ 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will, if I have time. Se” 

Mr. COX. I wish to ask if there is any appropriation in this bil 
for the Galena River? 

Mr. HENDERSON. ‘There is, sir. 

Mr. COX. How much? . 

Mr. HENDERSON. There is an appropriation of $12,000. 

Mr. COX. That is in your district? 
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vr. HENDERSON. No, sir; it is not in my district, nor in a bun- | 


it, I think. 
How much is the commerce on the Galena River ? 
I cannot tell you, sir, at this time. 


trad miles of 
“vr, COX. wv 7 
= HENDERSON. 
ir, COX. No? — 
\ir, HENDERSON. 


~) the appropriation referred to is for the purpose of continuing the 
I Uw ¢ . 
gore ee It was not particularly urged by me. 
hte ( OX. How long a time will it be before the work of improv- 
tl at river is completed ? ; 
if, HENDERSON. The estimates are at the gentleman’s com- 
i and he can examine them for himself. If he had examined 
em as carefully as he ought to have done he would not be laboring 
vier the misapprehension he is now. 
“ve COX. I could not get the reports, or I would have done so. 
‘fs HENDERSON. But, Mr. Chairman, I must conclude. My 
opis up. 1 think it would be a calamity to the country if this 
y) chould fail and work should be suspended on all our public works, 
- | have no special interest in the passage of this bill more than 
embers of the House, nor have I any pride in its passage. I 
ve the passage of the bill to be in the interest of the entire coun- 
| know it to be in the interest of the great Northwest, and I 
vers from that section will carefully consider the provisions 
‘ll. and the results to follow the failure of its passage, before 
inst it. But if it fails, I shall have the satisfaction of 
ng that I have at least endeavored to discharge my duty in 
nection with this bill earnestly and faithfully, and that I am not 
ble for any evil consequences which may result from the fail- 
ire tO] 
l 


















iss 10. 
“Ve TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I now yield two or three minutes to 
the ge ntleman from Illinois, [Mr. HAWK.] 

Mr. HAWK. I thank the gentleman from Ohio for this courtesy. 

he gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] seems to be very desirous 
hat some explanation be given with reference to the improvement of 
‘he Galena River. I have the honor to represent the district in 
chich that improvementis being prosecuted. I desire to say for the 
nformation of the gentleman and of the House that this improve- 
yent was commenced after having been estimated for by the Chief 
f Engineers of the Army, under an appropriation made by the Forty- 

Congress, I believe, possibly not until the Forty-fifth. 
» project of the improvement of this river was adopted, I be- 
‘eve, in 1878, the object being to afford a channel one hundred feet 
n width and four feet deep at low water from the mouth of theriver 
to the city of Galena. At that time some $30,000 were appropriated 
forthe purpose of improving this river by dredging out the bars 
that had formed below the city so as to form a channel of the depth 
aud width stated, thereby rendering the navigation of the stream 
feasible up tothe wharves built in that city, and in which city there 
are extensive Government buildings as well. Then another appro- 
priation of $12,000 was made, and also still another one of $12,006, 
making a total of appropriations to the present of $54,000, which 
several appropriations have always been below the amounts estimated 
for, and which have, I believe, been recommended unanimously by 
the Committeeon Commerce. The amountof $12,000is recommended 
y the committee to be appropriated this year also, which is far be- 
low the amount estimated for, the amount so estimated by the en- 
gineers being $50,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882. 

This improvement is progressing rapidly, and it is thought by the 
ngineers and parties interested that the appropriation here asked 
will complete the improvement so that the largest-sized steamers ply- 
ing upon the Upper Mississippi River can reach the wharves of the 
ity. Galena is a city of considerable commercial importance, being 
nthe heart of the principal lead-mining district of that country. 
Uther business than that of the shipment of lead is also transacted. 
There are furnaces for smelting lead and zine there or in the vicin- 
ity, ne or two heavy pork-packing establishments, besides several 
‘aw-inills, Important railroad interests center there, and a great 
deal of commerce will be transported on the river when this im- 
provement is completed. Besides there are Government buildings 
there, and it seems to me that if the gentleman from New York well 
and thoroughly understood all the facts in the case he would be of 
the same mind as the Committee on Commerce. 

For the information of the gentleman from New York and also of 
the House, I present some commercial statistics, all I have at hand, 
‘towing the shipments from Galena for one month of 1879: Hog 
products, 2,278,800 pounds; lead, 460,000 pounds; grain, 370,000 bush- 
els; hides, 45,000 pounds; zine ore, 74,400 pounds; lumber, 518,145 
‘eet; general merchandise, 220,000 pounds. 

I may be permitted to state further that this improvement has been 
how prosecuted almost to completion, and it appears to me, as I believe 
would to any gentleman investigating the subject, that it would not 
“© wise to stop the work at its present stage and lose the benefits ac- 
vil eee work done and the expenditure already made. It 
oo a y require but a short time and the expenditure of only a 
me a iaoeane more for the engineers to be able to report fully 
ment, in Din om of further expenditure of money in this improve- 
feel he success of which the people of that section of country 
merce, havi Y sanguine. The wisdom of the Committee on Com- 

» Having all the facts before them, should certainly not be 





| tom facts upon which this bill in each of the several improvement 
| for which appropriations have been recommended is founded. 


That is a work which was commenced before | 
had the honor of being a member of the Committee on Commerce; | 
naa 
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lightly questioned, ‘ specially by those who have had bat compara- 
tively limited opportunity to fully and thoroughly consider the bot- 


Ls 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I now yield two minutes to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. O’NEILL. } - 

Mr. O'NEILL. I want simply to correct the figures of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] who on Monday last made his annual 
speech against the river and harbor appropriation bill. 

The gentleman who attended to his arithmetical work was wrong 
and did injustice to the great State of Pennsylvania and the adjoin- 
ing States of New Jersey and Delaware. The total appropriations 
for those three States, or rather for the State of Pennsylvania, for th 
improvement of the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers, and for the 
tributaries of the Delaware River flowing from the States of New 
Jersey and Delaware, and for the State of Pennsylvania in connection 
with its rivers in the western portion of the State, amount to $661,500, 
instead of the amount stated by the gentleman from New York 
$474,000, ' 

And I want to say in behalf of the State of Pennsylvania, which 
by the report of the Superintendent of the Census, has a population 
of 4,275,000 in round numbers, being second only to the State of New 
York, and with a river, the Delaware, capable of bearing upon it the 
commerce of the world, if this and future Congresses shall be as lib- 
eral in making appropriations as Congresses heretofore have been, I 
do not want to have it go out to the world that the State of Pennsy!.- 
vania, and the States of New Jersey and Delaware bordering upon 
the Delaware River, have not as large appropriations in this bill as 
they really do have, that is $661,500. I do not want any injustice 
done to the Committee on Commerce. Let my friend from New York 
take that and swallow it. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I yield five minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. RussELL. } 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachusetts. The gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Cox] has referred to me and the State of Massachusetts, which 
I have the honor in part to represent on this floor, in connection with 
the appropriations for Massachusetts in the river and harbor bill, 
criticising the amount appropriated for that State. The amount ap- 
propriated for its rivers, its long line of coast and important harbors, 
is $248,000; $100,000 of that amount is appropriated for the improve- 
ment of Boston Harbor, a harbor without sufficient depth of water to 
accommodate the deep-draught vessels that are now attempting to 
do business at this port. The products of the great West are now 
seeking an outlet at this harbor, and thousands of car-loads of grain 
and other cereals are being detained upon the tracks of the different 
roads leading to this point for want of sufficient accommodations for 
their reshipment. 

I believe that this bill making appropriations for the improvement 
of rivers and harbors is an important and legitimate one, and no ap- 
propriation of money will bring a greater return to the people of this 
country than thatimade by this bill. 

A very large proportion of all the money appropriated by Congress 
is raised by taxes imposed upon merchandise that is carried over 
these water-ways. It is true that a few streams, short rivers with 
long names, are to be improved by appropriations in this bill, but 
these small feeders bear the same relation to commerce that the small 
streams bear to a great river. The principal part of this bill is for 
the deepening of our important harbors and improving the naviga- 
tion of our great rivers. There never was a greater demand for the 
improvement of the water courses of this country. Our immense sur- 
plus harvests are pressing to the seaboard and the great steamships 
are striving to take up and distribute these products among the 
markets of the world. 

The small vessels of 1,000 and 2,000 tons barden, and that could 
easily enter our ports, are found to be too small to transport merchan- 
dise cheaply, and steamships of 4,000 and 5,000 tons are the new 
vehicles deemed necessary to cheapen transportation. 

There seems to be a strong opposition to the bill from New York 
City, which has about the only harbor in the country of sufficient depth 
of water to float the largest ships. Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
and other ports of the country are asking for aid to deepen their har- 
bors and water channels that they may successfully compete with 
their more favored rival. 

Easy and convenient water transportation is the most convenient 
way to hold in check railroad charges, and the advantage of cheap 
transportation of cotton, lumber, grain, or coal in any section of the 
country is felt by the purchaser or consumer wherever he may be 
located; and gentlemen who criticise this bill on the theory that it 
has not been territorially equally distributed, without reference to the 
amount of commerce to be benefited and the facilities that shippers 
now have, fail to comprehend the whole spirit of river and harbor 
improvements. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I now yield three minutes to my friend 
from Minnesota, [Mr. DUNNELL. ] 

Mr. DUNNELL. Mr. Chairman, I shall vote for this appropriation 
bill as itstands. Itis quite likely that it might possibly be improved 
if the House would take upon itself the labor of going through with 
the bill in detail. I believe that the bill contains very much that 
should commend it to the entire House. One fact ought not to be 
forgotten, that the bill has been very largely increased in amount by 
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the appropriations for the improvement of the Mississippi River. We 
ought to recollect that we now have in office a Mississippi River com- 
mission ; and when the bill creating that commission was established 
it was announced here in the House by Representatives from the East 
as well as those from the South and West, that thecountry would be 
very ready to approve any appropriations that Congress might make 
in carrying out the recommendations of thatcommission. It isa fact 
that the commission has been at work for the last year with great in- 
telligence and great thoroughness. Its recommendations are before 
the country, challenging its respect as they ought to challenge the 
respect of this House. 

We must remember that this country of ours embraces a very large 
number of harbors and rivers which are to be improved; and when 
we consider, as the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HENDERSON] has 
said, the magnitude of our interstate commerce, when we look zt the 
extent of our products, and when we are confronted at the présent 
time by the monopoly sought to be carried out by combinations of 
railroads, we may very justly consider whether it is not our duty to 
be quite liberal in opening up the water-ways of the country. 

Now I had the honor to serve four years upon the Committee on 
Commerce, and an exceedingly interesting and important committee 
I know it to be—a committee that has very large claims upon our con- 
sideration. I know that this committee in getting up the present 
bill has expended eight or nine weeks of laborious attention to de- 
tails: and so far as I have examined the measure, so far as I have 
compared it with the reports of the Engineer Department, it is to me 
a matter of wonder that with all the pressure coming from different 
delegations, with the large amounts demanded by the Mississippi 
River commission, a bill so just, so generous, and so well arranged 
has been presented to the louse for its consideration. 

Mr. Chairman, we ought not to forget that although the money 
thus appropriated may be paid out in some instances upon the im- 
provement of a river or harbor that to-day may seem insignificant, yet 
that money goes into the hands of the laborers throughout the coun- 
try. It is not money exported; it is not money burned ; it is money 
expended among the people of our country. 

Let mo say further, that no man now here or who has heretofore 
been a member of this House has ever been confronted at the polls 
by his vote upon a river and harbor appropriation bill. The dema- 
gogue may misrepresent such a measure; the correspondent may talk 
of it as a stupendous fraud ; but let any intelligent member of this 
House go through the report of the Engineer Department intelligently 
and laboriously, and he will come to the conclusion that we should 
say to this committee, “ Well done.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio has only five minutes 
remaining 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I yield that time to my colleague on 
the committee, the gentleman from West Virginia, [Mr. KENNA. ] 

Mr. KENNA. Mr. Chairman, there is a good deal that I should like 
to say in reference to the pending bill. There is no bill which has 
been brought into this House, to which as one of the members of the 
House I have since my advent into Congress given more labor, orin 
which I have taken more interest, and I would have liked to say a 
word or two in regard to the observations of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] concerning the Elk River in my district. Upon a 
casual examination, which I apprehend he only could make with the 
particulars at hand of the report in relation to that river, the gentle- 
man has, unintentionally I have no doubt, done great injustice to it; 
and I would not care to allude to it here but for the fact it has been 
remarked that the Elk is a sample by which a great many others may 
be measured. I desire to say in justice to mysolf, having presented 
that matter to the committee of this House, and having heretofore 
presented it to the House, that the river is navigable for steamboats, 
that it makes large shipments of iron-ore and vast shipments of 
lumber and other products and is really and truly a very important 
stream. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as I said in the outset, there is a great deal I 
would like to say in respect to this bill, but there are other matters 
to come, other matters pressing upon our attention, the apportionment 
bill of my friend from New York, general appropriation bills and 
others of great public importance, and yielding to their pressure and 
to their greater demand, believing also this House is ready to vote on 
this bill, I give way to the gentleman from Texas to make such mo- 
tion as he may see fit in respect to it. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move the committee rise and report the bill to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER. I ask the gentleman from Texas to yield 
to me for a moment to respond to what has been charged about the 
water-ways of my State. As a member of the Committee on Com- 
merce, it is due to me I should be permitted to say one word in be- 
half of that State that never heretofore has had anything. Give me 
five minutes. I do not wish to trespass upon the time of the House 
to any great length, but I hope that time will be yielded to me. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. ATKINS. Ido hope, Mr. Chairman, that the chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce will give the gentleman from Kentucky a 
chance to be heard. He hardly ever claims the attention of the House, 
and he ought to have the opportunity. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER. I was promised such opportunity, and I 
hope it will not be denied to me. I am a member of the Committee 


on Commerce, and was promised an opportunity to he heard 
entitled to it. [Cries of “Go on!”] , — 

Mr. REAGAN. Very well, then, I will take the floor in my 
right, and as the gentleman from Kentucky is a member of the ety 
mittee on Commerce, I will yield to him for five minutes, —_ 

Mr. COX. What becomes of the motion of the gentlema: 
Texas? oe 

Mr. ROBINSON. Irise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it, 

Mr. ROBINSON. I make the point that the gentleman from Te: 
having already occupied the floor cannot again take the floor ine 
own right. a 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas when 
seat reserved thirty-five minutes of his time which w 
and there was no objection. The gentleman from Tex; 
of the bill. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Ido not think the committee should a 
down the throats of anybody. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER. The gentleman has yielded to me 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes; I yield to the gentleman from Kentucky { . 
five minutes. I withdraw the motion that the bill be reported to th 
House with the recommendation that it do pass and allow the - 
tleman five minutes., When he has concluded his remarks | 
then renew the motion and ask for a vote upon it. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER addressed the committee. [See Appendix, 
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Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry, 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee now rise and report th 
bill to the House with the recommendation that it do pass, — 7 

Mr. COX. Irise to a point of order. 

Mr. MARSH. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will take notice of all of the 
tions of order and hear them in their order. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I wish to know if it will be in onde 
to offer an amendment when the committee rises ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair dislikes to rule in advance. If a» 
amendment is offered the Chair will consider the propriety or impro. 
priety of its consideration by the committee. : ; 

Mr. COX. I demand the reading of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa proposes an am 
ment, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. If the bill is open to amendment, | 
will offer an amendment. 

Mr. COX. My point of order is that the bill has not been consid 
ered by paragraphs, for amendments, each paragraph being a section 
under the rule. I ask, therefore, the reading of the bill by para 
graphs in order that it may be subject to amendment. 

Mr. McLANE. Is that in order at this time? 

Mr. CLYMER. I further submit that all points of order were x 
served upon the bill, and unless it be read by paragraphs, somewher 
or at some time, or at some stage of the bill, there will be no oppor 
tunity to make the points of order, and the bill cannot be reported 
to the House for passage until it goes through that process. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Idesire to make another suggestion. It is within 
the power of the House to limit general debate or debate upon any 
paragraph or section, but not until the debate has been entered upon 
Now, if the motion of the gentleman from Texas shall prevail, it is 
an attempt to put a limitation upon the debate in Committee of the 
Whole by the committee before the bill has been read or any section 
of it considered. I submit that is not in order for the committee or 
for the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentlemen have presented all their points 
of order, I desire to say this in response: the Committee of the Wh 
is the judge of when it has allowed debate upon a bill. If the com- 
mittee determine to recommend the passage of a bill it is atechnical 
compliance with the requirements of the rule, and it puts the subject 
out of the heat of debate and brings it directly before the House for 
a vote. 

Mr. ACKLEN. I desire to say that, by unanimous consent, when 
we first went into Committee of the Whole this morning the read 
ing of this bill was dispensed with. 

Mr. COX. Not the reading by sections for amendment. 

Mr. ACKLEN. The general reading of the bill was dispensed with 
by consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest to the gentleman irom 
Louisiana that that was the first reading of the bill for information 

Mr. REAGAN. Linsist upon my motion that the committee Ms 
and recommend the bill to the House for its passage. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York makes the po 
and calls for the reading of the first paragraph of the bill for amene 
ment, and the gentleman from Iowa announces that he has an amene 
ment which he desires to offer. . 

Mr. REAGAN. They have not the floor to make the motion. — 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to state that he had been 2 
formed of the fact that such amotion would probably be made, anc 
has therefore examined the question. He was at first inclined to hold 
if no gentleman called for the reading of the bill, and no gentiems 
had offered an amendment or announced his purpose to do 80, if _ 
gentleman from Texas had made his motion to rise and report = 
bill, and if no such objection had been made the Chair would have ¢ 4 
tertained the motion. But the Chair cannot entertain that motion 
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_ ¢he gentleman from Iowa desires to offer an amendment as he 
and the gentleman from New York demands tke reading of 

a eraph of the bill when amendments may be offered. 

\N. I must appeal—— 

General debate not having } 


» first paragt 

Mr REAGAN. ; 

ir, ROBINSON. 

coke the floor for that purpose. . 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to app sal from the decision of the Chair. 

Th CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas appeals from the 
Le é 

sion of the Chair. 

the committee. 

r. ROBINSON. 


veen closed I desire 


Is there an appeal in the Committee of the 





» CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to state that when a gentle- 
. ypon the floor of the committee calls for the reading of the bill 
varagraphs with a view to amending it, the Chair cannot enter- 

‘a motion that the committee rise and report the bill. That 
‘she decision of the Chair from which the gentleman from Texas 
nneals 


Mr TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman from Massacl 


iusetts 

\r, ROBINSON ] had obtained the floor before an appeal was taken 
Yr, NUDINVs* 5 : “ 

~om the decision of the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not think he should cut the gen- 
san off from an appeal because of that. 
Mr, REAGAN. I ask the Chair to have the rule read which requires 
» pill to be read by paragraphs. 


“Mr, SINGLETON, of Illinois. I do not rise to discuss the question 
yn the appeal, but simply to inquire for information whether there is 
ny rule requiring a@ bill in Committee of the Whole to be read by 
sections. If there isarule of this House or any known parliamentary 

le upon the subject to that effect, I should like the Chair to give it. 





‘CHAIRMAN. It is the common parliamentary law of the land 
1t a bill is referred to the Committee of the Whole for the express 
arn se of considering and amending. 

SINGLETON, of Illinois. The Chair has not answered my 
yestion. I want to know if there is any rule by which this commit- 
ee is precluded from reporting the bill without reading it by sec- 
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fhe CHAIRMAN. There is no express rule, but the practice of 
his Honse which has existed for many years has been to allow 
mendments to be offered in Committee of the Whole. The old rule, 
107, as the gentleman will see by reference to the old edition of 
les, expressly provides that in Committee of the Whole the 
shall be read through by paragraphs or sections for debate and 
amendment. That clause of the rule is not contained in the new 
evision. But the revision contains in subdivision 5 of Rule XXIII 
ause: 
n general debate is closed by order of the House, any member shall be 
llowed five minutes to explain any amendment he may offer, after which the 
er who shall first obtain the floor shall be allowed to speak five minutes in 
epposition to it, and there shall be no further debate thereon. 

Now the Chair thinks it is very clear that after the House has by 
in order closed general debate it would not be in the power of the 
Chair to entertain a motion that the committee rise and report a 

il without giving every gentleman an opportunity to offer and dis- 
uss amendments. But the Chair was inclined to think that inas- 


nd no amendment had been offered and no gentleman had asked for 
the reading of the bill by clauses, he could have entertained the mo- 
tion, and he would undoubtedly have entertained the motion on that 
view of the case if the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. UPDEGRAFF ] had 
{ announced that he rose in his place with an amendment in his 
hand and said that he desired to offer it. Now the Chair does not see 
S Ww this committee can prevent members from offering amendments. 
The committee can vote them down. 
Mr, REAGAN. I now ask that the committee rise for the purpose 
oi limiting debate. 
Mr, ROBINSON. Have I the floor? 
Mr. CLY MER. I desire to offer an amendment. 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I also desire to offer an amendment. 
_ The CHAIRMAN. The appeal from the decision of the Chair is 
ending, 
_Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I thought the gentleman from 
‘esas had withdrawn his appeal. 
a. REAGAN. I have not done so. 
“tt. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I thought he had virtually done 
When he submitted another motion. 
Mr. MCLANE rose. 
ee Does the gentleman from Maryland desire to 
“SCUSS The appeal ? 
oe SINGLETON, of Illinois. I 
nquiry, 
9 C HAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
trom th antes of Illinois. My inquiry is whether an appeal 
The ® decision of the Chair is debatable ? 
me CHAIRMAN, It has been the custom when an appeal was 
ee to allow brief statements. 
The Cn Qu ELON, of Illinois. Does not the rule forbid it? 
: Metares: The rule does not forbid it. 
tion of th E. As I understand, the Chair ruled against the mo- 
© gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] that the Committee 


desire to make a parliamentary 


The Chair will be glad to submit the question | 
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rise and report the bill. That was the motion pending when the 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. UPDEGRAFF] notified the Chair he de- 
sired to offer an amendment, and when the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] called for the reading of the bill. There was then 
pending the motion of the gentleman from Texas. I submit to the 
Chair that he cannot entertain the amendment on the demand of 
the gentleman from Iowa, or the demand to have the bill read, with 
out overruling the motion of the gentleman from Texas. I wish the 
appeal to be made upon that ruling of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state distinctly what he decided 
The Chair decided that in Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union a motion to amend a bill has preference over a 
motion that the committee rise and report the bill to the House. That 
is all the Chair has decided, and from that decision the gentlemar 
from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] has appealed. 

Mr. REAGAN. My motion being in first. The only thing I have 
to say upon that is this: no motion had been made to amend the 
bill, no point of order had been made; the bill had been debated for 
hours in Committee of the Whole. In that state of the case I moved 
that the committee rise and report the bill to the House and recom 
mend its passage. Subsequently a point of order was made by the 
gentleman from New York and a proposition was made by the gen 
tleman from Iowa to amend. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is an entirely new question under the re- 
vision of therules. The Chair hopes there will be order. It is a ques 
tion which ought to be deliberately considered and decided. 

Mr. REAGAN. The Chair could only entertain the point of order 
by taking me from the tloor against the rules of the House for that 
purpose. The Chair could only hold that the amendment could be 
offered by taking me from the floor for that purpose when I had a 
motion pending. 

I submit that there is no rule of this House requiring the bill to be 
read by sections in Committee of the Whole. If it was the judgment 
of the majority of the Committee of the Whole that the bill had been 
sufficiently considered, it seems to me the Chair would not disregard 
a pending motion that the committee rise and report the bill, and of 
its own motion entertain other motions for which there was no au 
thority, in order to raise a question upon which to base an appeal. 

I will state to the Chair, and I desire the House to hear it as well, 
that the Chair can only get the predicate laid for such a ruling by dis 
regarding the pending motion and volunteering to insert two motions 
ahead of mine, after my motion had been made and without obtain 
ing the consent of the committee. It seems tome that whatever the 
opinion of the Chair may be upon an abstract question, the Chair is 
not required to substitute motions in violation of the rules of the 
House, and insert them in spite of my pending motion, upon which 
to base a ruling of the kind made by the Chair. The Chair has already 
stated that he had reached the conclusion that if no motion to amend 
was made, and if no point of order was raised, he would recognize a 
motion that the committee rise and report this bill to the House. No 
such motion to amend had been made; no such point of order had 
been raised when I made a motion which put the matter in the cate- 
gory indicated by the Chair. And we cannot avoid the force of that 
category unless the Chair takes me from the floor in spite of my right 
to the floor, and inserts a motion for an amendment or a point of orde 
raised by some member. I now yield to the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. McLANE] on the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to say one word, because the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] seems to labor under a misap- 
prehension. The Chair did not take the gentleman from Texas off 
the floor, or permit any other gentleman to do so. When the gentle- 
man had submitted his motion that the committee rise and report 
the bill, he had occupied the floor as long as the rule allowed him to 
occupy it, because that motion was not debatable. Then a gentle- 
man on each side of the House arose and made other motions, and the 
Chair simply decided as to the priority of those motions under the rule. 

Mr. COX. I call for the reading of clause 6 of Rule XXIII. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have yielded to my friend from Maryland [M1 
McLANE] on the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman will allow the rule to be read 

Mr. McLANE. Let it be read; I have no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read clause 6 of Rule XXIII 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The House may, by the vote of a majority of the members present, at any tim: 
after the five minutes’ debate has began upon proposed amendments te any section 
or paragraph to a bill, close all debate upon such section or a, or, at its 
election, upon the pending amendments only; but this shall not preclude furthe: 
amendment, to be decided without debate. 


Mr. McLANE. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] knows 
very well that the House has not closed general debate on this bill, and 
there is no question at all about the five minutes’ debate. Therefore 
the rule which he has had read has no application to the present con- 
dition of business in this committee. We are now pursuing oul 
debate, and the whole subject is under the control of the committee. 

It is perfectly competent for this committee to rise and ask the 
House to fix the time for closing general debate, and it is equally 
competent for the committee—I am addressing the Chair in the hope 
of getting him to review his decision. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has nothing to do with this ques- 
tion. It is for the committee to determine it on the appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. [Cries of “ Vote!” ‘“ Vote!”] ; 

Mr. MCLANE. Those gentlemen who are opposed to the view I 
may take of this question owe me the courtesy to permit me to pre- 
sent my views to the committee. They are at perfect liberty to vote 
when the time comes for voting; but until that time comes they are 
under obligation to give me an opportunity to state why this com- 
mittee ought not to sustain the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CHALMERS. Will the gentleman allow me to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry, not to interfere with his speech ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. McLANE. I have noright to refuse to let the gentleman make 


a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. CHALMERS. What would be the ruling of the Chair upon a 
proposition at this time to strike out all after the enacting clause of 
th ? 

Mr. McLANE. That is not a parliamentary inquiry, it is only a 
hypothetical question 


“Mr. CHALMERS. The gentleman does not understand me. I pro- 
posed to help him in his argument by asking him the question. If 
he does not want to accept my services 

Mr. McLANE. I donot want any question at all asked of the Chair 
is to what his decision would be in any hypothetical case. I desire 
to contine the attention of the Chair and of the committee to the issue 
made by the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN. ] 

hat gentleman made a motion which I submit he had a perfect 
right under the rules of this House to make. I want to know where 
there is any rule of this House which forbids that motion being made 
at the time it was made? It is entirely competent for this committee 
to rise for the purpose of obtaining an order of the House to close 
debate. And itis equally competent for the committee to rise and 
report this bill for passage. The two motions are entirely distinct, 
ind it isin the power of the committee to adopt either course it pleases. 
it does not desire to have this bill amended at all, it need not 
1ave it amended. What an extraordinary proposition it would be to 
say that if a majority of this committee are content with the bill as 
it stands, they are not at liberty to report it to the House! That is 
the issue. I assume that a majority of this committee are perfectly 
content with this bill. There are gentlemen here who are not content 
with it. Ido not expect them to move that the committee rise and 
report the bill, or to vote for such a motion. Any gentleman who is 
not content with this bill would naturally vote against such a mo- 
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tion. 
Mr. MCMAHON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 


Mr. McLANE. Certainly. 

Mr. MCMAHON. If it be in the power of a majority of this com- 
mittee at any time to rise and report this bill to the House, wherein 
does that differ from the demand for the previous question, the very 
thing which it is intended to avoid by going into the Committee of 
the Whole? It is not within the power of a majority of this com- 
mittee to take a bill as a whole and report it to the House until there 
has been an opportunity to amend it? 

Mr. McLANE. It is entirely supposable, and indeed it frequently 
happens, that we may have a motion the practical effect of which 
would be the same as a vote for the previous question. But the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, whose astuteness we all recognize, can very easily 
perceive that the previous question is necessary in the House in order 
to bring business to a conclusion, but it isnot at all necessary in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Why? For the simple reason 

Mr. MCMAHON. The gentleman will allow me to say that when 
you demand the previous question you compel the House to take the 
bill as a whole, without opportunity for amendment; whereas when 
the bill is in Committee of the Whole each individual member can 
shape it by offering amendments and by having a vote upon partic- 
ular propositions. 

Mr. MCLANE. Provided a majority of the committee are not 
already content with the bill. But when the majority of the com- 
mittee are content with the bill, then, according to the spirit of all 
parliamentary rules, (and you may find an analogy in every bill com- 
ing before the House,) the Committee of the Whole should have an 
opportunity to rise and report the bill. 

Mr. COX. What, then, is the object of going into Committee of 
the Whole? 

Mr. McLANE. If it is objected that in this way debate may be 
closed, I say that you have only to vote down the motion that the 
committee rise, and the debate goes on. 

Mr. MCMAHON, Suppose a gentleman takes the floor in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and at the expiration of his hour concludes that the 
majority is with him, and then moves to report the bill to the House, 
without giving anybody else a chance? 

Mr. McLANE. Very well; he has the right todo that; and if the 
majority be not with him they may refuse to rise. 

Mr. MCMAHON. Then there is no difference practically between 
the demand for the previous question and this motion ? 

Mr. McLANE. The point which I submit to the Chair is this: 
there being no rule of this House which prevents the Committee of the 
Whole from reporting this bill favorably when it is satisfied with it, 
I want to know why the committee cannot make such a report? 
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Mr. ROBINSON. I ask the Committee of the Whole 
me for a few moments on this point of order. I have 
recognized as entitled to the floor in the general debate 
wish to be understood as waiving my right in th 
the consideration of the bill shall be resumed. 

I am really astonished, if gentlemen will allow me 
they should argue here to take all the vitality ou: 
in Committee of the Whole by such subterfuge 
I use the word advisedly. 

What is the object of the Committee of the Whole? 7), 
consider bills making appropriations of money in a place where ; 
shall not be throttled with the previous question. Now ian. 
commit this bill to the Committee of the Whole, points of ope. 
reserved upon it—reservec' upon every paragraph init. In what i. 

has any gentlenan up to this moment had an opportunity ¢, ,,. 

sent his point of order against any paragraph? If the gentl 
from Texas can make this motion and enforce it, then all sue), 
of order are useless; they can have no effect upon any “ 
the bill. ; 

Again, under Rule XXIII, in all its provisions, it is within the powy 
of the House after debate has commenced upon the subject to Jims + 
general debate. It is not within the power of the committea to ., 
80; it is never done in committee except by unanimous consey; It 
would not have been in order for the gentleman from Texas to} va 
moved to limit debate in the Committee of the Whole—not at 4) 
and it is not within his power to do by indirection what he canyo. 
do directly. He ought not then to seek, by a motion that the com. 
mittee rise, to force the bill upon its passage and thereby ext » 
general debate. 

Let me go further. We have a right to consider each paragray) 
in this and every other bill coming up in Committee of the Whoje- 
we have aright to submit amendments, to present our points of order 
to submit our views to the extent of five minutes pro and con, [i ts 
not within the power of the Committee of the Whole to stop debat, 
even upon a paragraph until the committee has gone back to th; 
House and such permission given. 

A MEMBER. And then only on the pending paragraph. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Then only upon the pending paragraph. Wh 
the committee resumes its sitting the succeeding paragraphs are st 
open to debate. 

What a mountain of absurdity are gentlemen piling up here t 
plague themselves with in time to come! Are we never to go int 
Committee of the Whole except upon a river and harbor bill, which 
as gentlemen say, the majority are now all ready to pass? Will ge: 
tlemen now overrule the decision of the Chair and thus erect a con- 
trivance that shall plague them for all time to come? Is the power 
of this committee to be exercised to overrule a judgment which! 
submit commends itself to reason and is in accord with the practice 
of this House and of the Committee of the Whole ever since there 
was a Congress and there were any rules? I hope the gentlemen wh 
are committed to this river and harbor bill will bide their time and 
not upset parliamentary law and wise procedure for the sake of gain- 
ing in five minutes what they feel competent to accomplish in per- 
haps half a day. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee? 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not insist on a further count. 

The CHAIRMAN. Other gentlemen demand there shall be a 
count. 

Mr. REAGAN. I withdraw the appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Members on both sides of the House object. 

Mr. ELAM. Then they will have to renew it themselves. Let 
them do so. ud 

Mr. REAGAN. I have aright to withdraw it before it is decided 

Mr. SPRINGER. Not during a division of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee is dividing. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 152, noes 0. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. ROBINSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. COX. I call for the reading of the bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee rise for the purpose o 
limiting debate. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Ihave the floor and do not yield for that pur 

080. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks he ought to recognize Ut 
gentleman in charge of the bill. ete 

Mr. ROBINSON. If I am recognized I will yield to the motion ta 
the committee rise. ba 

Mr. REAGAN. I make no compromises. If the gentleman a 
Massachusetts can take the control of the bill from me, let him do it 

Mr. ROBINSON. The gentleman has not charge of the com 
debate on this bill. He has charge of the bill and he has charge he 
the hour that belongs to him, but nobody takes away from himt 
floor by exercising the rights that belong to him as a member. nn 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the gentleman ete 
Massachusetts rose to address the committee in the general de The 
before this appeal was taken from the decision of the Chait. ot 
Chair permitted the gentleman from Texas to take an pate sles 

| withstanding that fact. Nowthe gentleman from Massachusetts 


to bear wit} 
already aoe 
» 8nd I do nov 
at particular who, 


tO Say so, ¢} . 
Of proceedin, 


as this; and I thin. 
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4 resumes the floor and states he will take the floor, which the Chair 
- is it is competent for him to do. ary 
, Our ‘REAGAN. I move the committee rise for the purpose of limit- 
ng de MOBINSON. Am I recognized ? ; 
.CHAIRMAN. The Chair already recognized the gentleman and 
stands he has yielded to a motion to rise. 
ale ROBINSON. I have the floor as against any body. 
‘ha CHAIRMAN. The Chairso understands it, and when the com- 
soo resumes its sitting the gentleman will have the floor. 
o ROBINSON. I do not yield for that motion. 
“he CHAIRMAN. The Chair misunderstood the gentleman. 
ue ATKINS. The gentleman from Massachusetts stated that he 
, sald yield. : : ; 
‘fr. ROBINSON. I do not yield for a motion that the committee 
‘a to close debate. ; 
The CHAIRMAN. The statement that the committee rise to close 
‘3, so far as this committee is concerned, simply a motion to 


ta 
aut 


Ve, ROBINSON. Mr. Chairman, I will hold the floor. 
fe ATKINS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

\r, REAGAN. One moment. 

\r. ATKINS. Ihave the floor and I desire to make a statement. 
Mr, REAGAN. How can I manage this bill if I am to be taken off 
a floor in this way. 

Wr. ATKINS. The gentleman cannot bulldoze me. [Laughter.] 
Mr REAGAN. I have not tried to doso. 

Mr ATKINS. I have risen to a parliamentary inquiry, and I 
rond to make it if the Chair recognizes me. 

“The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his parliamentary in- 





ATKINS. I was going to inquire whether the Chair did not 
nderstand the gentleman from Massachusetts to yield the floor to 
ha pentieman from Texas to make a motion that the committee rise ? 

rhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair did so understand and so announced. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gentleman from Texas will save his tem- 

1s against his friends. [Laughter. ] 

Mr, REAGAN. I will take that as it comes from one who always 

ntrols his temper. [Renewed laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, here is the hour of half past four o’clock, the 

sualhourof adjournment. The gentleman from Massachusetts took 
the floor from me, as I thought, wrongfully, but I yield to the decis- 

not the Chair. He then consented to yield to a motion that the 

nmittee rise, he occupying the floor. When I make that motion 

it the usual time of day the gentleman now insists he will take back 
what he said to the Chair and will refuse to allow the committee to 
stat 

Mr. ROBINSON. May I say a word for myself? At this stage of 
the proceedings I can state my position better than the gentleman 
from Texas. I am recognized by the Chair and am entitled to an 
hour. If the committee and the House have no disposition to take 
that hour from me—and I will not occupy it; I will not doit merely 
forthe sake of malevolence; if I do not choose to occupy it they 
shall have it back, or what is left of it—then I am willing the com- 
mittee shall take any proceedings which will save to me my rights 
in the floor to occupy one hour when the committee resumes its ses- 
sion. Anything which may be done under that consideration and 
anderstanding may be done now. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ido not understand because the gentleman gets 
the floor he can control this House under {ts rules in limiting debate. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I have the floor. 

Mr. REAGAN. It may be the House will be willing to extend the 
lebate, but Iam not sure. I have no objection to letting the gen- 

eman speak. I only object to his statement that by his action he 

an defeat and control the rules of this House. 

CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts can occupy 

ais nour, 

Mr, REAGAN. Very well. Let him go on and do it. 

Mr. PAGE. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. If the gentleman 
‘rom Massachusetts should yield to a motion that the committee rise 
when the House again meets to go into committee, can it limit debate 
0 as to cut off his hour ? 

‘he CHAIRMAN. It can. 

Mr. ROBESON. _I rise for another parliamentary inquiry. 

,l¢ CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

‘Mr. ROBESON. Ifthe gentleman retains the floor to-morrow morn- 
ng when we come together, or the next time this business comes up, 
u any gentleman rise and move to limit debate while he is on the 


Y 





The CHAIRMAN. The motion to limit debate is never in order in 
mmittee of the Whole. 

_ Mr. ROBESON. I mean if he reserves his right by consent and 

re only for the purpose of moving that the committee rise. 

2 r.REAGAN. When he yields to a motion to rise he yields sub- 
gee to the order of the House to limit debate if it chooses. He may 
m and occupy his time now. 
te CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that the gentleman wonld be 
eee by the action of the House. 

«ll ROBINSON. Mr. Chairman, I dislike very much now to be 
compelled to enter into the debate on this question at this late hour. 
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I beg gentlemen to understand that it is not my own will to begin 
the discnssion now. : 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I understood the 
Chair to say that he recognized the right of the gentleman from Texas 
having control of the bill to make the motion for the committee to 
rise, for the purpose of limiting debate, and inasmuch as the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had agreed to yield to the gentleman frem 
Texas for that purpose he would recognize the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. The gentleman from Massachusetts having yielded for the 
motion of the gentleman from Texas, I insist the motion of the gen 
tleman from Texas has precedence and the gentleman from Massa 
chusetts is not in order or entitled to the floor, but having yielded 
for the purpose of limiting debate would be bound like other mem 
bers by the limitation of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not state that he recognized the 
gentleman from Massachusetts with the understanding that he was 
to yield to the gentleman from Texas for that purpose. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Then I was mistaken. 

The CHAIRMAN. But that the Chair had recognized the gentleman 





| from Massachusetts and then understood him to say that he would 


vield to the gentleman from Texas. But it was not a conditional 
but an absolute recognition. 

Mr. ATKINS. All this is taken out of the time of the gentleman, 
Isuppose? If not, it ought to be. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I was ready, Mr. Chairman, as I stated at the 
outset, to consent that the committee should rise, if fair play was to 
be given and the understanding was had that I was to have the floor 
when the committee resumed its sitting, but not to yield for a 
motion that would take me from the floor and debar me of the right 
and privilege I hold to occupy the floor in my own time. 

I address myself to the questions presented by this bill. I have no 
hostility toriver and harborappropriation bills. I have voted for some 
of them, and some I have voted against. They are to be considered 
upon their merits; and I ask the attention of this committee to this 
question, because in this bill Congress is asked to enter upon a new 
course of procedure, and I challenge the attention of the House that 
it shall begin right. 

It is not a question as to whether the original sum of eight millions 
of dollars or thereabout, shall be applied for the improvement of 
the ordinary rivers and harbors. But I ask you to give in the con 
sideration of the improvement of the Mississippi River attention to 
the plan adopted by the Mississippi River commission. 

If gentlemen will turn to page 15 of the bill before us, they wil 
find a provision which appropriates $1,000,000 for the inauguration 
of the great work of improving the Mississippi River. 

I submit to the chairman of the Committee on Commerce and to 
his fourteen associates that they should at least accord to the House 
the privilege of considering the plan that has been submitted or sug 
gested for the improvement of that river. I recollect in the Forty- 
fifth Congress it was my privilege and duty to serve upon the Com- 
mittee on the Improvement of the Mississippi River. I paid close 
attention to the subject, and then united with the committee in pre- 
senting a bill which became a law in June, 1379. Under that bill the 
Mississippi River commission was created, and under that we have 
the report which has been submitted to the House and known as 
Executive Document No. 58, second session of the Forty-sixth Con- 
gress. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are gentlemen here who remember the 
debate we had when that bill was passed by this House. They will 
remember it, not alone as having been participated in by gentlemen 
remote in the east on the Atlantic shore, but by gentlemen in the 
Mississippi Valley who had a special interest in this great work. It 
was then said that Congress was not or would not be called upon to 
expend any money by that bill, nor would it be called upon for that 
purpose until the “plan” proposed by that commission should be 
brought back for consideration by Congress and fully decided upon 
after debate. Therefore,I submit to this Committee of Commerce 
that they fail to do justice to this House when they ask us to pass 
under a suspension of the rules, or by this other sort of snap judgment 
proposed, upon a measure of that sort which may involve the ex- 
penditure of $75,000,000 without a moment’s consideration. It is not 
the way to deal with the money of the American people. It is not 
the way to deal with the judgment of other gentlemen that have seats 
upon this floor. I am in favor, and have always been in favor, of the 
improvement of the Mississippi River for purposes of navigation. I 
need not repeat that here. Gentlemen who remember the remarks 
that I made upon the passage of that bill will corroborate what I say, 
and gentlemen from that locality along the Mississippi River know 
that I stood by the bill and assisted in its passage. Iam willing now 
to do so, but I want the appropriation guarded so we do not give a 
wide latitude that we will some time repent. 

The great question that underlies this matter as a matter of ob 
jection is, that the Congress of the United States shall not commit 
the United States Treasury tothe protection of the lands lying along 
the banks of that river. There has been inaugurated, as is well 
known, a levee system, which has been maintained along that river, 
a system inacgurated for the protection of the alluvial lands and un- 
doubtedly a system of great value. It was maintained by individ- 
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als and by States; and Congress, seeing the burdens that would bill that goes to the protection of the alluvial lands, J ask th them 
ome upon those communities, made grants of land to those States | man to read the report. I have it here. In the first place J con +. 
to enable them to bear the expense. They took charge of that, and ake i 





up to the time of the war supported those levees out of private and 
individual subscriptions or contributions and out of State treasuries. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to state in this connection, if the gentle- 
man will allow me only a moment, that one member of the commis- 
sion a few days ago was before a sub-committee of which I was a 
member, and in relation to the plan said that he did not conceive the 
matter was under the control of Congress at all; that the act creating 
the commission left the whole matter subject to them; and that they 
made their estimates upon their own conception of what ought to be 
done, without any idea of its being reviewed here. And he supposed 
that their plans—he could not state the amount accurately—in the 
course of ten years would cover at least an expenditure of one hun- 
dred millions of dollars. He said he could not answer, but at the end 
of that time the expenditure would reach that amount. 

Mr. GIBSON. I would like to know what member of the commis- 
sion made such a statement, and by what authority he made such a 
statement on behalf of the commission. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Istate what occurred; what was said by one mem- 
ber of the commission. 

Mr. GIBSON. The official report of the commission is before this 
House, and has been before the Committee on Commerce as well as 
the Committee on the Improvement of the Mississippi River, and there 
s nothing in it to warrant that statement. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The report is here. 

Mr. GIBSON. There is nothing in that report that will justify the 
gentleman from Georgia in the statement just made; and if the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts will permit me to answer him in turn, I 
will say there is nothing to justify the line of remark he has been 
indulging in. 

Mr. BLOUNT. There is ample room for what has been said in the 
ict creating the commission and the report made thus far. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Icall upon the gentleman from Georgia to name 
the commissioner to whom he has referred. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Let me have the floor and I will make good what 
I have just stated. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ro,- 
INSON] has the floor. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I believe that I was talking about the Missis- 
sippi River when I left off. I was here when that bill was upon its 
passage in the Forty-sixth Congress. It was not claimed by any one 
that the commission had any power to expend any money without 
the direct authority of Congress. And if any gentleman will consult 
that act, which is chapter 43 of the first session of the Forty-sixth 
Congress, he will find no expenditure is authorized except by the ex- 
press appropriation and approval of Congress. Therefore what any 
member of the commission claims is not of any particular importance 
at the present time in this discussion. What I say is that we should 
undertake the work of improving the river for the purposes of navi- 
gation. I deny that it was ever in the contemplation of Congress in 
that act that we should appropriate money to protect the alluvial 
lands along the bank of that river. 

Mr. GIBSON. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I deny it was ever in the contemplation of Con- 
wress that we should put the money of the United States on theallu- 
vial lands of the delta of the Mississippi and supply that money from 
the United States Treasury. 

Mr. GIBSON. Idesire to ask a simple question 

Mr. ROBINSON. I will yield for a question. 

Mr. GIBSON. Is there anything in the report of the commission 
or in the appropriation proposed by the Committee on Commerce 
which has in view the protection or reclamation of the alluvial lands 
in the Mississippi bottom ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. I will give a simple answer to a simple question. 
If the gentleman had been patient a little longer he would have 
heard my answer to that. 

If this is such a simple matter I say let this great question come in 
here by a separate bill and let the plan be considered in this House 
pro and con. Is not that the way to deal with a question that means 
an appropriation of $50,000,000 or more before it ends? Then, is it 
the way to put it on the river and harbor bill, and perhaps compel 
some gentlemen that want the river and harbor appropriations to 
vote something they do not know anything about, or something they 
do not quite approve, for the sake of getting some inlet improved ? 
Ah, this looks like a little sharp practice in this matter that would 
not stand proper consideration! And now I come to the question of 
the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr.CHALMERS. Will the g 
tion ? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I desire to be allowed just one word. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Not now, until I answer the gentleman from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Gipson,] and then if I can answer the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. HUMPHREY, ] I will take him up. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Just in connection with this point. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I will not take you now. I answer the gentleman 
from Louisiana who asks me if there is anything in the report or the 
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leman allow me to ask him a ques- 





to his careful attention the fact that the commission are ry 
mous in this report. Twomembers of that commission. G a — ' 
stock, and Hon. Benjamin Harrison of Indiana, do mb sere Com. on 
the majority of the commission in their report. Why? A wit 
why. Itis because this levee system is included ae a 

Now I will turn to the report of the majority. 
under that bill was instructed to report on the leve 
have done so. The majority of the commission sa 
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Levees have never been erected upon the banks of the 
for the special a oy of protecting the alluvial lands from overflow, Th, atl Mi 
therefore, always had sole reference to the high-water staga and ti hey ha " 
which levees might prudently be relied upon “ to improve and give sate ete t 
gation,’ ** promote and facilitate commerce, trade, and the postal avian’ XO nay 
hitherto entered into the question of the construction eee 
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and maintenance of a 
system. i nance of a | = 


Mississippi Rivoy 


And further on they say: M 


While it is not claimed that levees in themselves are necessary as ay 
securing ultimately a deep channel for navigation, it is believed that th 
and maintenance of the extensive lines already existing will hasten the 
channel improvement through the increased scour and depth of river bed a : . 


they would produce during the high-river stages. They are regarded as 
’ a 






ble, though not a necessary, adjunct in the general system of improven : 

mitted. ic, ne 
And then the majority of the commission in their report go on foy = 

half a printed page to argue that it would be of great advantage ;, -- 

protecting the roads and the bridges leading to the river, and yy. a 

senting a means of communication with the river in lieu of wharves *y 


and landings, manifestly not for the improvement of the navigatio, 
of the river. But it was within the scope of their inquiry, and thers. 
fore they have reported upon it. Now, if gentlemen will turn to tip 


views of the minority they will find this: 


We do not concur with the majority of the commission in their estimate of the 
value of the closure of gaps in existing levees as a factor in the improvement of 
low-water navigation; this estimate being derived in part from the theoretical 
views already referred to. 7 








Now, if gentlemen examine this report (and they will have time to 
do so to-night, and therefore I will not take further time upon it 
now) they will find a page more of that discussion. I ask that, con nt 
sidering the importance of this question, gentlemen of this commit. "y 
tee shall look into that report before they act upon this bill, and if t 
they deem it necessary to move proper amendments to the bill that 
they shall do so. ep 

So far as levees are of importance to the improvement of the nay 1} 
gation of the Mississippi River, so far as they are necessary to that kr 
improvement—and we all want to accomplish the work, and we ar Ik 
all willing to pay for it out of the country’s Treasury—so far as they afi 
are essential to the work, then let the levees be protected, and if e 
need be let them be rebuilt. But I suspect what we learned in the 
other committee of the Forty-fifth Congress, and my friend from wl 
Louisiana [ Mr. GIBSON] knows it, that the people of this section ars 
alive in their advocacy of the construction of these levees for the ie 
protection of their lands. And why should they not be? I commen 
their zeal; I commend them for insisting that their Representatives 
here shall press the matter upon the consideration of Congress. But 
it is not legitimate for us to carry out their views. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts allov 
me to interrupt him a moment ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. For a question, yes. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I desire to say to him that, so far as wea 
concerned, if the theory and plan of the Mississippi River commi 
sion is adopted and carried out, we are perfectly willing that no g 
in a levee shall be closed and no levee shall be built. That is the 
proposition. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I do not quite understand the gentleman. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. If this House shall pass the appropriation re 
ommended by the Committee on Commerce, we are perfectly willin 
that not one dollar of it shall be applied to building a levee. 
want the plan recommended by the Mississippi River commission 4 
a mode of improving the navigation of that river to be carried 
and we will not ask one dollar for a levee. ; 

Mr. ROBINSON. The minority of that commission further sa) 

For these reasons we are of the opinion that levees are of very little value : 
proving the low-water navigation of the river. Of their necessity in prove’ 
alluvial lands against destructive floods there can be no doubt, and to obtain su 
protection the first step would be the closure of gaps in existing levees. 

Now, if my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. HUMPHREY ] has a quest 
to ask I will hear him. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I have talked with at least four memvers* 
this commission Bh 

Mr. ROBINSON. I thought the gentleman wanted to ask a ques 
tion, not to testify. : ot 

Mr. HUMPHREY. They have said that they do not wish oa 
of this money to be expended except under the direction of the V - 
Department ; that it shall be expended as all other moneys oa 
ated by this bill are expended, under the direction of the War 
partment. a 

Mr. ROBINSON. I bring this matter plainly to the attentiee e 
gentlemen who are so strongly defending it. If this appropriay. 
was for the improvement of low-water navigation, I would be 
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nom. I[f they want that only, cc rtainly the English language will 
~ nla them to frame & provision that shall give that and only that. 
a po hy referring to this bill that the appropriation is to be ex- 
ed tv the Secretary of War “upon the plan adopted by the Mis- 
api River commission. What is that plan? Of course it is the 
~+¢+he majority, and not the plan of the minority. By referring 
19 of the report of the Mississippi River commission, I find the 
«. for works of improvement for the first fiscal year. Among 
mates is this: ‘*Closing gaps in levees, $1,010,000.” How 
~e is to come for succeeding fiscal years nobody knows. 
BERTSON. That is every dollar; they do not want another 
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‘> ROBINSON. My friend says they do not want another dollar; 
\ se wrong, because turning to other pages of this report I find 
sed that it will take $2,020,000 to repair the levees. 
Mr ROBERTSON. Will the gentleman allow me just a moment? 
11; ROBINSON. Certainly. — 
VV ROBERTSON. Two million dollars is the total estimate for 
“ne all the gaps from the mouth of the Mississippi to the mouth 
’Ohio—the whole line of the levees. The total expense of the 
|. which the gentleman from Massachusetts contemplates would 
“+ €50,000,000, and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] 
000.000, will be only $2,000,000 for the completion of the whole 
¢ Jovees from the mouth of the Mississippi to the mouth of the 
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a4 ROBINSON. Now, Mr. Chairman, while I do not of course 
ore my views in opposition to those of the engineers on this com- 
sission, yet I submit 
“Mr. GIBSON. I will not interrupt the gentleman now, but will 
merely say that when he has concluded I shall seek the floor to make 
some remarks in explanation of this question. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Chairman, I presume this committee will 
wish to continue the discussion after I get through; and my friend 
‘Mr. GizsoN] who is interested in this matter will certainly want to 
say something. The House will be very glad to hear him, and no one 
more so than myself. I hope that we shall discuss this question and 
‘his great feature presented by the bill, because, gentlemen, you are 

w taking the first step which is to inaugurate this work in which 
the people of the Mississippi Valley and of the whole country are 
nterested. I look upon it with no disfavor or prejudice. I approach 
t simply in a business way, in the interest of the Treasury of the 
United States. We ought to discuss this question calmly. 

I was saying that I would not put my opinion against that of the 
engineers on the commission. But Isee that those gentlemen differ. 
| know that these levees are on the top of the banks of the river; I 
know that in low water the levees are high and dry in the sun ; and 
[ know that however strong and high the levees may be built they 
ford no improvement to navigation when the water is low. I know 
ery well that those levees standing on the bank of the river are of 

use except when the water rises above the level of the soil; and 
when it comes to that point you are asked to believe by this commis- 

n that the river will set to work scouring out its bed and thus 
eepenitsownchannel. That theory in itself appears to me to be rea- 
nable and is borne out by the facts. ButIask gentlemen to bear in 

nd that this very same commission has said that before undertak- 
ing anything of that kind we should put into the law some provision 

uder which the United States may take possession of the land, and 
iy have it properly appraised. I find nothing of that kind in this 
eager provision in the river and harbor bill. We are left at the 
uercy of the land-owner. Under this bill the United States will have 
u0 jurisdiction at all on the banks of those rivers as against the power 























levees are not on the immediate bank of the river; many of 
em are back at a great distance; and what will you do with the 
tervening space?) Who owns that land? Who owns the land be- 

| the levee? Shall the United States go on in this way with eyes 
taking no precaution against a policy that will surely eat in and 
il the amount involved shall not be $50,000,000, but ten 





es that 
i want to drive the stake right here and now. I want to put on 
rd the protest of this Congress against beginning a work that 
any way commit this Government to the repair of the levees 
‘the maintenance of them in future time out of the Treasury of 
Lnited States—I mean their repair and protection as a guarantee 
{ the overflow of the lands; and I think this Congress is with 

this point. I do not want gentlemen who are so vitally inter- 
this matter, and are here urging it upon this floor, so to crowd 
‘measure through this committee and through this House that we 
hot have an opportunity to present any ordinary amendment. 

« an amendment can be presented which gentlemen who are in 
‘ot this scheme most actively will say does not strip their pro- 

u of vitality and force ; which, while providing for the improve- 
envol the navigation of the river, will not commit the United States 
ve reclamation and protection of the overflowed lands. In that 
am in favor of such a provision; but I want proper time for 
~}. ation. Ido not want this matter put in such a position that 
.U We get back into Committee of the Whole to-morrow or next 
gentleman shall be allowed to offer an amendment to any of 
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_ sections of the bill. What attitude are we to be in? Do gentle- | 
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against this scheme by driving it rough-shod through this House ? 
That is not the way to inaugurate it. 

Mr. GIBSON. Far from it. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Certainly; farfrom it. Nobody would rebel 
aginst such a proposition more than my fair-minded friend from 
Louisiana, [Mr. GiBson.] I was with him in the adoption of the 
original bill; and I want to stay with him until we have inaugurated 
this work upon sound principles ; and I do not want that either he or 
I shall be carried off our feet by any inconsiderate action in this House 
or in this committee. 

I have said enough at this late hour of the day to bring this ques- 
tion to the attention of the committee. When the bill comes to be 
considered by paragraphs I will endeavor to submit an amendment, if 
I have the opportunity, and I will doit in entire accord with the real 
and proper purpose of the gentlemen who urge the improvement of 
the navigation of the Mississippi River. 

Mr. Chairman, there are gentlemen who desire some of my time, and 
I will be happy to yield first to the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. DUNN. I suggest to the gentleman from Massachusetts to sub- 
mit his amendment, and let it be printed in the Recorp. 

M1. ROBINSON. I supposed in regular order we would first con- 
sider it by paragraph, and, not believing it would come up to-day, I 
am not prepared to present my amendment at this time. I can pre- 
pare an amendment hurriedly, but I do not wish to do that. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I hope the gentleman will yield to me fora 
question. 

Mr. ROBESON. How much time has the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts left? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thirty minutes. How much time does the gen- 
tleman yield to the gentleman from New Jersey ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. I will yield for a question to the gentleman from 
Louisiana. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. The gentleman has referred to the minority 
report of the commission. Was not that minority report solely with 
reference to the fact that the levees had been an improvement to the 
navigation of the river, and that the majority of the commission had 
taken the ground that the closing of the gaps in the levees was an 
adjunct to the improvement of the high-water navigation ? And was 
not the only difference between the majority and the minority as to 
the fact that the levees were not an adjunct to the improvement of 
the Mississippi in high water? 

Mr. ROBINSON. Let me answer the gentleman. The object which 
lies at the bottom of this scheme is in the improvement of low-water 
navigation of the Mississippi River. When there is plenty of water 
in the Mississippi River they can float their boats. It may not be so 
convenient to land, but there is a plenty of water. It is the great bars 
forming obstructions to navigation which are desired to be removed. 

Now I yield to the gentleman from New Jersey for five minutes if 
he wishes. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, I think I can say all that I desire 
in five minutes. 

I wish to present one other consideration in regard to this ques- 
tion, and I premise it by saying that Iam the friend and advocate of 
internal improvements. I recognize the fact that “the great father 
of waters” drains the resources of an empire and bears the wealth of 
a nation to the sea. I would give to it all the help and accord to it 
all the favor that the generous spirit of a great and wealthy commu- 
nity may pour into its lap, under the Constitution and laws of my 
country. I would rejoice to see its banks bloom and blossom like the 
rose; I would love to hear its cities resounding with the hum of trade 
and vocal with the glad music of honest industry; but I would love 
far more to see its people really free, prosperous, and happy. 

I desire to remind my friends who liye on the banks of that mighty 
river that great empires are not born of mere legislation and that 
real success does not grow up merely by the expenditure of money. 
These are born of the enjoyment and exercise of good government. 
They grow from obedience to wise laws. They develop in the ac 
ceptance of that onward and upward impulse which swells in the 
hearts, and lives in the energies of a free’ and ambitious population. 
And I would further remind them of the fact that wherever an in- 
sulting and impassable barrier shuts up the career of popular ambi- 
tion, there all the nobler energies of the character are repressed and 
extinguished. 

I shall perhaps vote for this bill if properly amended and guarded, 
but I here and now give notice, and 1 hope members will remember 
the fact and will ponder on its significance to-night and in future, 
that it is in accordance with the principles and the history of Anglo- 
Saxon government to require and enforce the observance of law by 
withholding supplies. I wish to remind gentlemen that there was a 
time in the history of Anglo-Saxon government when the “ divinity 
that doth hedge a king ” was invoked to make the provisions of law 
and the will of the people powerless, by the assertion that in the face 
of kingly prerogative there was no constitutional power in the Par- 
liament of England to restrain the open violations of English law 
which tock place under its notice. 

We have now on the banks of the beautiful Mississippi a condition of 
things existing in open and daily disregard and violation of national 
law which few men think it worth their while to deny, but which 
the world understands and of which the people of your country must 
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the evil, by the assertion, perbaps the truthful assertion, that there 
is no constitutional power available for that purpose ; that this great 
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wrong is one protected by the rights of the States, and, sanctioned | 


by the silence or ineffective action of State laws, is hedged in by the 
sanctity which surrounds a sovereign State. Bunt I would suggest to 
my friends fortheir future reflection—I trust they will take my sugges- 
tion in good part as I give it—in kindly spirit I wish to remind them 
of this truth of political history and philosophy, (and I hope they will 
draw from it a moral and a lesson,) that it is in complete accordance 
with the principles and history of Anglo-Saxon government, and 
within the scope of constitutional power and political duty,'to require 
as a condition for the granting of national supplies the recognition 
of the national Constitution and the observance of national law. 
{ Applause. ] 
Mr. MARSH. 


appointment of the commission for the exam 
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| obtain a mass of information from scientific men, that y 


Mr. Chairman, I do not rise for the purpose of an- 


tagonizing any proposition to appropriate money for the purpose of | 


improving the harbors or improving the navigable streams of this 
country. | \ 
incorporated in this bill that has neither one of these objects 1n view. 


7 


I rise simply for the purpose of antagonizing a proposition | 


On Monday last when this bill was before the House for consideration | 


I went to my colleague who was a member of the Committee on Com- 
merce and called his attention to the clause beginning at line 350, on 


page 15 of this bill, and stated to him that I feared the language of | 
that clause would commit this Government not only to the construc- | 


tion but to the maintenance as well of the levee system which has 
been in vogue and which heretofore has been constructed and main- 
tained by local enterprise and local interests. He has assured me 
that he had no such conception. He had no idea that the language 
was subject to that construction ; and while the gentleman in charge 
of this bill, the gentleman from Texas, was upon the floor, I pro- 
pounded the question to him in good faith for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the fact whether the million of dollars that is provided for 
in the clause to which I have just called the attention of the com- 
mittee was designed to be expended in the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the river, or whether it was to be expended for filling up 
the broken gaps of the levees on the southern Mississippi from Cairo 
to New Orleans. And the gentleman undertook to respond to me 
by saying distinctly that he would answer my question. But instead 
of answering the question he went on to tell the House that they 
proposed to improve the Mississippi River by reaches; and he then 
went on and gave the estimates that had been made by the Missis- 
sippi River commission as to what it would cost to improve certain 
reaches upon the river—failing to answer the question whether the 
money was to be used for purposes of building up the levees or for the 
purpose of improving the navigation of the river, as I had asked him. 

I will permit no man, Mr. Chairman, in this House or elsewhere, 
no man in this country, to go further than I will go in making proper 
appropriations for the improvement of the harbors of the country 
and the navigable streams thereof; and above all am I anxious, and 
always shall be, to see reasonable sums of money appropriated for 
the improvement of the navigation of that great stream, the Missis- 
sippi River. Upon its banks I was born, and upon its banks I have 


| river. 


| general purposes of levees. 


lived all my life, and it has been the dream of my childhood and the | 


hope of my manhood some day to see that great river, that magnifi- 
cent public highway of the Mississippi Valley for the delivery of its 
products—I say that I have hoped to see it become the great high- 


for. But, Mr. Chairman, I am irrevocably opposed under the guise 


jection being that we were embarking ina vast and expensi 
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The CHAIRMAN. Ten minutes 

Mr. ROBINSON. LI yield one-half: 12 time to the o 
from Connecticut, [Mr. HAWLEY,] and the other half ts ihe 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. CHALMERs. | _ we Gentle 


Mr. HAWLEY. My recollections and « xperiences 
similar to those of the gentleman from Massacliusetts we Dae 
SON, ] but more limited. I remember very well that I advocs. > 
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ppoint ination of the Wie: 
sippi River, and that I answered some objections to jt. tha. ig 
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by saying that, as everybody knew, something, and somethine 
portant must be done there, and an indispensable preliminary .,, 


have the knowledge upon which to base deliberate a tion and mat 
plans that would take a long time and large sums of money +... 
ont. 
_ I voted for the commission in the hope that we should ce: « 
information, and supposing that when we got it we shonld «+ 
deliberately and perhaps establish a commission, give it powers . 
lay out a great work. Now we have received—what? Th 5 hits , 
pamphlet, [holding up the report of the commission.] That js q) 
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report this commission has ever made, or, at least, that has js, 
printed for us. It contains only twenty-two pages, part of y ; 
formal. It is styled a “preliminary or partial report,” and q yar»: 


the twenty-two pages is occupied by a report of the protesting wi; 
ity. I supposed I should get from the commission information— 
this description for example: that we should have a distiyot } 
drawn between two classes of improvements, improvements with +, 
distinct motives. One class of improvements would aim at the pry 
tection of lands for the general benefit of agriculture. The Gthee s 
tive for works would be the improvement of the channel of the rir 
solely for the benefit of commerce. 

Now, obviously the rights and the duties of Congress with regard + 
those two entirely different purposes are as distinct as the ] urposes 
themselves. Have wea right toenter upon a gigantic system of |; 
improvement? That is a great question. If we have, we must 
to a well-organized commission power to condemn and appropri at 
lands, to assess and collect benefits, and to pay damages. But if; 
the other hand, it is our sole duty and intention to improve tl 
gation of the river, that is a very different and more simple Te 
quiring a ‘different commission and much less labor; because we ay 
accustomed to enterprises of that kind. 

I find in this little brief, imperfect, and practically useless re 
no lines whatever drawn between these two classes of works. They 
are perhaps not purposely but actually so mingled, so confusedlyr 
ferred to, that one has difficulty in perceiving what are the purposes 
of the commission. The protesting minority declare : 

Levees are of very little value in improving the low-water navigation of the 
Of their necessity in protecting alluvial lands against destructive floods 
there can be no doubt. 

And the majority ask for four or five million dollars, largely fort! 

That is an evasion of the duties i 
on the commission. To name four million dollars for a work that 
are constantly told may ultimately cost fifty or a hundred is but tr 
fling with the country. I am willing to embark on a well-considered 














| plan that would take a good deal more than the sum asked for by the 
way that for years in the past we have been anticipating and striving | 


of an improvement of that navigation to taking public moneys out | 
of the Treasury to reclaim the lands belonging to private individuals. | 
And when I investigated this question further for the purpose of 


getting at the true facts of the case in connection with the answer 


. . | 
of my colleague, and also with the answer received from the gentle- 


man from Texas, I went to work and examined carefully the * plan” 
that is referred to in this bill. Permit me to read the clause to which 
I have referred : 

Fer the improvement of the Mississippi River in accordance with the plan there- 
for adopted by the Mississippi River commission, to be expended by the Secretary 


of War with the advice and under the supervision of said commission, the sum of 
$1,006,000, 


In that investigation, Mr. Chairman, I went to the report of that 
military commission to ascertain what the plan was that this bill 
proposes to appropriate $1,000,000 to accomplish, and I find in that 
plan that they recommend the adoption of what is known as the 
‘‘levee system ;” and they state further that it will take $2,020,000 
to repair the broken links in that levee as it now exists. Not only 
that, but it commits them, as they say distinctly in their report, not 
only to the filling up of the existing gaps in that system, but com- 
mits them as well to the increasing of the height of the levees in 
order that they may retain within their banks the increased volume 
of water that under their system will be compelled to flow between 
them, thereby committing this Government not only to the repair of 
those levees upon the level as they now exist, but to the increase of 


their height, as experience in the past shall demonstrate may be neces- | 


sary, at a cost that the commission do not even dare to submit figures 
to this House in supportof. Isay, Mr. Chairman, it commits this Gov- 
ernment not only to the repair and construction and reconstruction 
of these levees, but it commits them for all time to keep and main- 
tain them in order. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. ROBINSON. How much time have I remaining ? 


| the debts of this Government if the levees are kept up. 


‘ 


commission. But I am not willing to vote even $100,000 with this 
meager scrap of information before me. I desire this whole subject t 
be laid before ns, not by engineers alone but by lawyers also, that wi 
may act deliberately. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. CHa! 
MERS ] is entitled to five minutes. 

Mr. CHALMERS. The report of the Mississippi River commissiot 
shows distinctly that the Mississippi River bears more sediment at the 
time of high water than at any other. It shows too itis at that tim 
more silt is deposited if the stream is in any way interfered with 
It is then the sand-bars are mostly formed. Therefore the commis 
sion came to the conclusion that in order to prevent the deposit of silt 
and to prevent the forming of sand-bars, the levees are necessary 
keep the water continually flowing on to the Gulf. If the levee 
break or if any obstruction occurs in the course of the current, tie 
sand-bars begin immediately toform. Hence it is the levees are sa 
to be an adjunct to the improvement of the navigation of the M s 
sissippi River. The commission says that the levees keep _— 
at high-tide rolling with uniformity and bearing its silt to the Ga t 
that they prevent the formation of sand-bars, which obstrac! - 
water navigation, and at the same time furnish incidental protect 
to the alluvial lands of the Mississippi Valley. aac tl a 

Now, many of the gentlemen who have spoken here | thins @ 
very willing to vote direct protection to iron interests, direct prove 
tion to manufacturing and ship-building interests, and yet w2 
the first time, the agriculturists, the cotton and sugar piante!® | 
abont to obtain, possibly, some little incidental protection -— 
great Government, gentlemen say no; no protection to the a hat 
protection to the great agricultural interest, no protection } Bae 
great valley which produces more sugar and cotton per acre than ® 


: . : re Ip pay 
other portion of this country, and can produce still more Saas 
ut gent! 


setic Mr 
men from Massachusetts, [Mr. RoBINsoN,] from Connecticut, | 


HAWLEY, ] and from Illinois [Mr. Mars] say they are reaper 
give us even incidental protection; they are willing to do 7 
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will seem even to commit this Government to keep up the le- 
I thank the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON ] for the more 
kindly and statesmanlike remarks that were made by him. He spoke 
an American citizen. | He spoke as if the people who live behind 
a were American citizens. He did not speak of us as if 
we were aliens, asif we had no part and parcel in this great Ameri- 
can Union. — 
“yr, ROBINSON. Will the gentleman 

Mr. CHALMERS. He recognized us as part of this great nation, 

nd that our interests were entitled to as much protection as the 
manufacturing interests of Massachusetts or the iron interests of 
Pennsylvania. 7 Reo € 
" Mr. ROBINS* yN, I had the pleasure of yielding to the gentleman 
from Mississippi while I had the floor. 

“vr, CHALMERS. I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I do not understand that the gentleman means 
: that I said anything about his being an alien, or about any- 
body along the river being an alien. an 
“Vr. CHALMERS. When gentlemen talk about refusing us pro- 
rection, and especially when the gentleman from New Jersey, [ Mr. 
RopESON,} Whom I do not now see in his seat, lectured us as if we 
ware heathens and Hottentots, as if we did not understand the Con- 
«itution of the country, and as if we were not in favor of observing 
she laws, 1 think they seem disposed to treat us as aliens. I desire to 
a that we are the most law-abiding, law-loving, and peaceful citi- 
eps of this country. (Laughter. ] 

‘ I think my friend from Mississippi, when he speaks 


which 


yees. 





to imply 


Mr. REED. 
of aliens, means only carpet-baggers; that is all. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I am willing to take your carpet-baggers if 
they do not come down there to steal what little we have. I havein 
my district aman from the gentleman’s own State, a carpet-bagger, 
if you choose, Who has been an office-holder, and who is to-day a cot- 
ton-planter. He lives behind one of these levees, and we are per- 
fectly willing that he shall be protected along with the rest of us. 
Great laughter. ] 
~ AMemBER. That certainly is magnanimous, 

Mr. CHALMERS. And if the gentleman from Maine himself will 
come down there, we will ask that he be protected ; that the waters 
not flow over him, and that the craw-fish shall not feed upon 
him. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 

Mr. CHALMERS. 





But you will duck him in the river. 

No, we do not propose to duck him in the river. 
I have not time to go fully into this question. On a former occasion 
[showed that so far as the constitutional power is concerned, there 
iscertainly as much power under the Constitution in Congress to 
build these levees as there was to dig canals, to build railroads across 
the continent, or to build turn-pikes, as was done in former times. 
There is certainly as much power to protect the agricultural interests 
of Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee 
as there is to protect any other interest which this Government has 
given protection to in the past. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. ACKLEN. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee now rise. 

Mr. ACKLEN. Ionly desired to yieldto the gentleman from Texas. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr.GIBSON. I would very much like a few minutes—[cries of 
“Question!” “ Question!” ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the motion that the com- 
mittee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. 
K. No. 7104) making appropriations for the construction, completion, 
repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers and harbors, and 
lor other purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 





MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcn, its Secretary, announced 
the ‘ . . . 
that the Senate had passed without amendment House bills of the 
folowing titles : 


A bill (H. R. No. 799) granting a pension to Richard P. Taylor ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 859) granting a pension to William H. Scribner; 


A bill (H. R 
right: 


. No. 1107) granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Up- 


A bill (H. R. No. 1628) granting a pension to Dalton Hinchman ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1953) tor the relief of Henry C. Groomes ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2044) granting a pension to Martha J. Porter ; 


A bill (H. R 
A bill (H. R 
A bill (H.R 


nson, and 


, bill (H. R. No. 6451) to amend and re-enact sections 2517 and 

<1 tha PRavic ’ ° : . 

~'> of the Revised Statutes, and changing the boundaries of a cus- 

7 district, in the State of Maine. 

Be message also announced that the Senate had passed with 

House Puts: in which the concurrence of the House was requested, 
use bills of the following titles: 


A bill (H. R. No 192) : ae : ; 
s. NO, 192) granting a pension to Hulda L. Barnard ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 624) granting a pension to Robert 8. Goodall ; 


- No. 2548) granting a pension to Martha Neil ; 
- No. 3098) granting a pension to Jacob Ginder ; 
. No. 3487) granting a pension to James Forsyth Har- 
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A bill (H. R. No, 2123) granting a pension to Albert L. Jack ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2331) granting pensions to the widow and minor 
children of Michael Meenan, deceased ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 3788) 
Hamill; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4887) granting a pension to Rosalie Louis; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1822. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed billsof the 
following titles, in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (S. No. 1637) granting a pension to Ellen M, Godfrey ; 

A bill (S. No. 1673) granting a pension to Leonhard Weber ; 

A bill (S. No. 1763) granting a pension to Frank Kitzmiller ; 

A bill (S. No. 1826) granting a pension to Mohammed Kahn, other 
wise John Ammahoe ; 

A bill (S. No. 1885) granting a pension to Thomas H. Canfield ; 

A bill (S. No. 1889) making appropriation for the purchase of ground 
and the erection thereon, in the city of Washington, of a building, to 
be used as a hall of records ; 

A bill (S. No. 1892) granting a pension to John Patterson ; 

A bill (S. No. 2030) granting a pension to William Hazelit. 


granting an increase of pension to William 


and 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CAMP. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to ask if it will be the pleasure of the House 
now to indicate a time when general debate in Committee of the 
Whole on the river and harbor bill shall cease ? 

Many MEMBERS. Regular order! 

Mr. REAGAN. Let me makeastatement. The ruling of the chair 
man of the Committee of the Whole makes it necessary to take up 
that bill by paragraphs for consideration and amendment. 

Mr. CAMP. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion that the House 
now adjourn. 

MINING RESOURCES—ALABAMA 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. CONVERSE, by unanimous consent, reported back from the 
Committee on the Public Lands, with a favorable recommendation, 
the bill (H. R. No. 5991) to exclude the State of Alabama from the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress entitled “ An act to promote the devel- 
opment of the mining resources of the United States,” approved May 
10, 1872 ; which was placed on the House Calendar, and the accompa 
nying report ordered to be printed. 

The motion of Mr. CAMP was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
five o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and other papers were laid on the Clerk’ 
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of Mrs. R. M. Goodrich, of Aurora, 
Illinois, for legislation to protect from accident brakemen on railroads 
—to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of Benjamin P. Hunt, of Burrill- 
ville, Rhode Island, and 19 others, Union soldiers, against the passage 
of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: The petition of Charles W. Carrigan, at- 
torney for Hon. Thomas B. Florence, a contestant for a seat in the 
Forty-fourth Congress, from the first congressional district of Penn- 
sylvania, for the payment of fees and expenses—to the Committee on 
Elections. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: Resolution of the General Assembly of Indi- 
ana, in relation to the improvement of the Kankakee River in that 
State—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of cigar manufacturers in Wisconsin, 
for a reduction of the tax on cigars—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of Elmer E. Heusted, George 
Campbell, and 40 others, citizens of Oakland County, Michigan, that 
the Commissioner of Agriculture be made a Cabinet officer—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for legislation to protect in 
nocent purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee on Patents 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage s inter- 
state-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for an income-tax law 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ALVAH A. CLARK: The petition of E. 8. Doughty, jr., for 
compensation for services rendered as a messenger for the House of 
Representatives, Forty-tifth Congress—to the Committee on Claims 

By Mr. COBB: Resolutions of the General Assembly of Indiana 
asking an appropriation for the improvement of Kankakee River in 
that State—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. COWGILL: The petition of Oliver H. P. Carey, late colone! 
Thirty-sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, and 33 others, soldiers of 
the late war, for a change in the pension laws—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DE LA MATYR: The petition of citizens of Indiana, for 
legislation in favor of equality in privileges of transportation—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 
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Also, the petition of A. Michael and others, that a Department of 
Agriculture be established—to the Committee on Agriculture. : 
By Mr. ERRETT: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, asking an appropriation for the erection 
of two or more ice-breakers on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 
3y Mr. HEILMAN: Resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana, ask- 
ing anappropriation of $100,000 for the improvement of the Kankakee 
River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY : The petition of T. W. Richards, Job Bassett, 
and others, of Wisconsin, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons 
bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. JOYCE: The petition of citizens of Vermont, against the 
passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KLOTZ: The petition of 18 soldiers of Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LADD: The petition of F. L. Towne and 26 others, citizens 
of Dover, Maine, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a depart- 
ment—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of E. J. Durham and 30 others, citizens of Dover, 
Maine, for legislation regulating interstate commerce—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for legislation to protect in- 
nocent purchasers against fraudulent venders of patents—to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. 

By Mr. MCGOWAN: The petition of J. S. Buckley and 20 others, 
citizens of Branch County, Michigan, against the passage of Senate 
bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MYERS: Resolutions of the General Assembly of Indiana, 
asking an appropriation for the improvement of the Kankakee River, 
in Indiana—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Aug. Lempp and 24 others, citizen soldiers of 
Dayton, Ohio, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. OVERTON: The petition of G. E. McKune and 14 others, 
membersof the Grand Army of the Republic of Pennsylvania, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. THOMAS RYAN: The petition of soldiers of Larned, Kan- 
sas, for the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SAPP: The petition of citizens of Iowa, that soldiers dis- 
charged for disease receive the same bounty as those discharged on 
account of wounds—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

sy Mr. SHERWIN: The petition of W. M. Smith and 12 others, 
soldiers, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STEELE: Resolutions of the Legislature of North Caro- 
lina, asking a survey of Oregon Inlet, Dare County, North Carolina— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolution of the Legislature of North Carolina, asking that 
the Commissioner of Agriculture be made Secretary of Agriculture 
and a member of the President’s Cabinet—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

Also, resolution of the Legislature of North Carolina, asking the 
passage of the bill (H. R. No. 6741) to exempt from duties all machin- 
ery used in the manufacture of cotton thread and cotton goods—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of soldiers of McLean County, 
Illinois, against the passage of the sixty-surgeon pension bill—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TALBOTT: The petition of certain messengers of the House 
of Representatives, for equalization of salaries—to the Committee on 
Accounts. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of W. A. Duval and others, for the 
enactment of an income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Fellows and others, against the passage 
of Senate bill No, 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of William A. Duval and others, citizens of Ohio, 
that the Commissioner cf Agriculture be made a Cabinet officer—to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the regulation of inter- 
state commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for a modification of the 
patent laws so as to better protect innocent purchasers of patents— 
to the Committee on Patents. 





IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, February 11, 1881. 

The Senate met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
J.J. Buttock, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a report of Captain Charles B. Phil- 
lips, Corps of Engineers, made in compliance with the river and har- 
bor act of June 14, 1880 of an examination of Cape Fear River, North 
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Carolina, between Wilmington and Fayetteville ; which WAS referres 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to le printed Clerred } 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. a 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a memorial of the Legislature of pri 
nesota, favoring an appropriation of $1,000,000, to be expende ‘a sid 
ing the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, for the improvement a 
Mississippi River, one-half of the amount to be used from gy: > = 
to the Des Moines Rapids, and the remaining one-half tienes or 
Moines Rapids to the mouth of the Illinois River, all to be ex we De : 
under the direction of the Secretary of War, and also in fay, en “nm 
additional appropriation of $100,000 for the construction of hs. | 
booms on that river; which was referred to the Committee oy (4, be 
merce. - 

Mr. WALLACE presented resolations of the Chamber of Comme; 
of the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, remonstrating agains: « 
imposition of tonnage tax on commerce through the Louisville cay 
or Davis Island dam, (when completed ;) which were referred ¢, +), 
Committee on Commerce. pe ra 

Mr. GROOME presented the petition of Le Compte Post, No. 1; s 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Preston, Caroline County, Marylan 
praying for the passage of the amendment reported by the (oy 
tee on Pensions to the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the exam 
tion and adjudication of pension claims ; which was ordered to | 
the table. 

He also presented the memorial of W. H. Hamilton and others. 9 
Chestertown, Maryland, soldiers of the late war, remonstrating agains; 7 
the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the examination ay, ve 
adjudication of pension claims, and the amendments thereto; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. re 

Mr. VEST presented the petition of the Milburn Manufacturing 









to lie on 


Company, the Simmons Hardware Company, and other manufact. . 
urers and cotton dealers, of Saint Louis, Missouri, praying for the 
extension of what is known as the Eclipse Gin patent; which was - 


referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. PADDOCK presented the petition of R. C. Eldridge and others 
citizens of Nebraska, praying for the establishment of a post-route 
in that State, from Plainview to Fort Hartsuff; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of Kate Ehle Wetmore, of 
Canajoharie, Montgomery County, New York, praying remuneration 
for services rendered the Government by her father during the war 
of 1812; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SAULSBURY presented the petition of B. D. Burton and others, 
citizens of Delaware, praying for an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Indian River in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of Thomas Allison and oth- 
ers, remonstrating against the passage of a bill to extend the patent 
on Cook’s sugar evaporators; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents. 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Mines and Mining, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 1034) to amend section 2334 of the Revised 
Statutes as to publication of mining notices, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. PLATT, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the petition of S. Annie Esterbrook, praying that the pension granted 
to her late husband be continued to her, submitted a report thereon 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 2173) for the relief of 8S. Annie Ester- 
brook. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered 
be printed. 

Mr. PLATT, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 660) for the relief of Mrs. Mary A. Seaborn, su 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printee¢, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. GROOME, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re 
ferred the petition of Annie E. Gardiner, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which was order tol 
printed, and the committes were discharged from the further 
eration of the petition. : oS 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred th ) ot 
(S. No. 434) granting an increase of pension to Eugene Osuiiva®, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered ‘ 
printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. _ oe 

Mr. KIRKWOOD, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 0" 
referred the bill (S. No. 2012) granting a pension to Gottlob Sch re 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 3 —" 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the = 
tion of John Jones, of Casey County, Kentucky, praying to ee ae 
& pension, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
2174) granting a pension to John Jones. ram 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was orderet 
be printed. ‘ Mining, to 

Mr. HEREFORD, from the Committee on Mines and Mining, 
whom were referred the bill (S. No. 1918) to amend section 2571 oad 
Revised Statutes and the bill (S. No. 1222) concerning in efinitel’- 
reported adversely thereon, and the bills were postponed indefinite”, 
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WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
1 the petition of William Heine, praying for an increase of pen- 
- submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
ted, and the committee were discharged from the further con- 


of the petition. 
AMENDMENT RULES. 
> MORGAN, from the Committee on Rules, reported adversely on 
ee owing resolution submitted by Mr. INGALLS and referred to 
t owlng re 
Tou > “ 
ommittee on the 14th of January: 


That the forty-third standing rule of the S« 
ne 13the words ‘ t ) adjournment ” and 


Vr 
ait 





eior 
on 


oO] 


THE 


be amended by strik- 


nserting the words 





? 
relating t 


imi 


Mr. INGALLS. What is the report? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Adverse. 
\r. INGALLS. It seems to me that must have been done without 
‘onsideration of the real purpose of the proposed amendment of the 
~ Under the rule as it now stands not only a motion to adjourn 
+ debatable but a motion that when the Senate adjourn it ad- 
anh to a certain day is not debatable. On several occasions hereto- 
‘ ~o that matter has resulted in great inconvenience to the Senate. 
The amendment was offered by me upon consultation with several 
ners of the Senate who thought that the rule required amend- 
ent in that particular. 
Under all parliamentary law that I am acquainted with the only 
»otion relating to adjournment which is not debatable is a simple 
motion to adjourn; but in the nature of things a motion to adjourn 
+) a given day, or that when the Senate adjourn it be to a certain 
dav, ought to be debatable. 
“| wish that the chairman of the Committee on Rules, if the com- 
mittee have not acted with great deliberation on the subject, would 
sent that the report be withdrawn, because on several occasions 
ous inconvenience has arisen by reason of the rule as it now 


a} 


i 
mer 
beh 


rio 


Mr. MORGAN. The forty-third rule reads as follows: 
When a question is pending no motion shall be received but— 
Lo adjourn 


lo adjourn to a day certain, or that, when the Senate adjourn, it shall be to a day 





To take a recess, 

lo proceed to the consideration of ex« 
I y on the table, 

To postpone indefinitely, 

stpone to a day certain, 


mmmit 


ve business 


mend 
a ral motions shall have precedence in the order in which they stand 
nged; and the motions relating to adjournment, to take a recess, to proceed 
tive business, and to lay on the table, shall be decided without debate. 
Senate has been acting under that rule for a long time, and it 
snot been found to be an inconvenient rule, because whenever a 
is made to take a recess or to adjourn to a day certain unan- 
is consent has not been withheld for such interchange of ideas as 
Senators might think fitting to the oceasion. Itis better, as the com- 
tee understand, to leave the rule as it is, so that the consideration 
a pending question cannot be impeded by a motion, for instance, to 
urn to a day certain, or that when the Senate adjourn it shall be 
a day certain. Under the existing rules a Senator has the right to 
pose a motion of that kind in opposition to the pending question, 
and if upon a motion of that kind debate should be allowed to spring 
up and to be extended at the will and pleasure of the Senate, weshould 
tind ourselves in the midst of the consideration of some important 
uestion, I dare say involved in a debate as to adjournment to a day 
rtain or to take a recess. 
the committee have thought it was much more safe and quite as 
convenient that the rule should stand as it is rather than break down 
ge under which the Senate has so long worked and worked so 
r the mere purpose of having debate on a question as to tak- 
za recess or an adjournment to a day certain. 
Mr. INGALLS. The rule as it now stands is an innovation. This 
snot the established rule of the Senate. It was adopted inadvert- 
y when the last revision of the rules was made. I do not want 
1 question, and I ask that the 
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st 


rotract debate on an immateria 
Port may £o over. 
the VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The resolution wil 


i go on the Calendar 
ue adverse report of the committee. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


i BECK asked and, by unani nous consent, obtained leave to in- 
rodace a bill (S. No. 2175) to appropriate money for the renovation 
i cords of the United States district court at Frankfort, Ken- 
» Which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 

tee on Appropriations. ; 


Mr. ( ONKLING (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, 
‘ained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 2176) granting a pension 
its, Clara A. Thompson ; which was read twice by its title, and 
Tred to the Committee on Pensions. 
i ir. W ALLACE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
Dy ntroduce ® joint resolution (S. R. No. 157) for the relief of the 
; uadelphia and Reading Railroad Company ; which was read twice 
y its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
; INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 
Mr. KERNAN asked and, by 1 


unanimous consent, 
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obtained leave to 
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introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 156) in relation to the inter- 
national exhibition of 1883; which was read the first time by it 
title. ; 

Mr. KERNAN. Lask that the joint resolution be read at length 
with a view to asking that it be passed now, if there be no objection. 

The joint resolution was read the second time at length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, &c., That whenever the President shall deem the prepa 
rations which shall have been made therefor adequate, he is hereby authorized and 
requested, in the name of the United States, to invite all foreign governments to 
be represented at and to take part in the international exhibition of arts, manufact 
ures, and products of the soil and mine, to be held under the direction of the United 
States international commission, at the city of New York, in the State of New 
York, in the year 1883: Provided, however, That the United States shall not be lia 
ble, directly or indirectly, for any of the expenses attending such exhibition, or by 
reason of the invitation hercby authorized 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that the joint resolution ought to 
printed and go to a committee. 

Mr. KERNAN. I did not hear what the Senator from Vermont said ; 
but I can suppose that, without explanation, he said the joint resolu- 
tion should be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. I will 
say tohim that I went to the chairman of that committee with the reso- 
lution and he read it and said he thought there was no need of such 
a reference, inasmuch as the invitations should be issued before an- 
other session, and it is desirable that the joint resolution should be 
acted upon now. It will be observed that it is very guarded ; it is in 
the form of one adopted before, and provides expressly that there 
shall be no expense entailed by implication or otherwise. I should 
be glad to have the joint resolution passed now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The invitation to a foreign government by the 
chief of this one to attend any of the numerous and pleasant festiv- 
ities that we have in this country, with a clause at the end of the 
invitation ‘“ At your own expense,” would be somewhat different from 
the invitations that among gentlemen here we receive and act upon 
to go and dine, and so on. Therefore, I should a little prefer that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations would think what sort of an invita- 
tion if would be if the foreign government were told that they must 
come at their own expense. A reference will not delay it much, and 
I should be glad to have that committee consider it. 

Mr. KERNAN. I only want to say that this is the form of invita- 
tion adopted in reference to the former international exposition at 
Philadelphia, and it only invites the people of foreign governments 
to exhibit their articles; but if the Senator objects of course it must 
go to the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the joint resolution be referred ? 

Mr. KERNAN, Not unless the Senator from Vermont objects to its 
present consideration. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it had better be referred. 
tee can report it without delay after examination. 

Mr. KERNAN. I shall make no objection to the reference. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CONKLING subsequently said: I ask that the reference of the 
joint resolution in relation to the world’s fair be changed from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations to the Committee on Finance. The 
Committee on Finance had charge of the bill in which the exposi- 
tion was conceived, and I do not think that the joint resolution had 
better go to another committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection, and that 
change of reference will be made. 

INAUGURATION COMMITTEE, 

Mr. PENDLETON submitted the following resolution ; 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of three Senators be appointed by the President 
the Senate to make the necessary arrangements for the inauguration of the Presi 
dent-elect of the United States on the 4th day of March next. 

Messrs. PENDLETON, ANTHONY, and BAYARD were appointed. 

REFUNDING DEBT. 


Ss 


The commit- 


which was 


of 


OF 


NATIONAL 

Mr. BAYARD. I desire to give notice to the Senate that on Mon 
day next, at the expiration of the morning honr, I shall ask it to take 
up, consider, and finally dispose of the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to facili 
tate the refunding of the national debt. I do not now ask that a 
special order may be made of this measure to be considered on that 
day, because upon consultation with gentlemen in the Chamber | 
find that a special order may itself be set aside by a majority vote. 
Therefore, as the same control will affect the question whether the 
bill be made a special order or not, and the matter will be within the 
control of a majority of the Senate on Monday, and as I think a meas 
ure of this importance should be discussed in unbroken debate, I do 
not desire to call it up to-morrow, being Saturday, to have the inter- 
val of Sunday, but on Monday I shall ask at the time indicated that 
the Senate may proceed to discuss and dispose of this important meas- 
ure. 

Mr. MORRILL. I cannot doubt that the Senate generally will 
concur in the suggestion of the Senator from Delaware. There is no 
more important bill before the Senate, and unless it shall become a 
law I fear very much that we shall have an extra session. 

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. PADDOCK submitted two amendments intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUTLER, Mr. JONAS, Mr. JOHNSTON, and Mr. SAULSBURY 
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submitted amendments intended to be proposed by them respectively 
to the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the construc- 
tion, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers 
and harbors, and for other purposes; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHYTE and Mr. SLATER submitted amendments intended 
to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. No. 7036) to 
establish post-routes; which were referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the con- 
struction, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works on 
rivers and harbors, and for other purposes; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

ARMED TROOPS AT SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, I beg leave to ask the Senate to 
allow me now to move— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will first inquire if there be 
further morning business; and on the conclusion of the morning 
business will recognize the Senator from New Jersey. Resolutions 
are now in order. 

Mr. HOAR. I submit a resolution, and ask for its present consid- 
eration. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to consider and re- 
port whether the assembling at the seat of Government of large bodies of organ- 
ized and armed troops not under the command of the officers of the United States, 
or under national authority, be not likely to prove in future dangerous in practice, 
and whether any legislation or declaration of opinion on the subject by Congress 
be desirable. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the resolution is a mere direction to 
the Judiciary Committee to consider this question. It does not bind 
the Senate to any action or opinion upon the subject. I desire, how- 
ever, to be permitted to say, I suppose there is no citizen of the 
United States who will take more pleasure and will join more heart- 
ily in the expressions of public gratification at the approaching in- 
auguration of tha President of the United States than I shall. I 
think that the organizations of veteran soldiers honorably discharged 
from the military service of the United States ought properly and 
appropriately to form a part in the State pageant of that day. I 
trust everywhere where the American people can do honor to that 
class of citizens, they will as they grow older receive every possible 
form of public honor from the country which they have saved. But 
it seems to me that the persons having this matter in charge will 
themselves see that the establishment of the precedent of assembling 
large bodies of armed troops, subject to no authority present in the 
District, might in the past have been fraught with very serious 
danger, and may in the future create very serious danger, in addition 
to those dangers which from the nature of the case may hereafter, in 
troubled times, attend the transfer of executive power in a country 
like this from one hand to another. 

In 1876 the electoral count was completed at about four o’clock in 
the morning of the 3d day of March, and until that hour large num- 
bers of the American people believed that the presidential candidate 
who was not finally found entitled to the office had been duly elected. 
Suppose a practice had existed in this country under which in an- 
ticipation of the inauguration of the President the militia of the 
different States of the Union had assembled in large numbers and 
were encamped about the Capitol, who can doubt that such a condi- 
tion of things would have added seriously to the difficulty and dan- 
ger of that trying hour? Suppose in 1561 we had succeeded to an 
established practice of that kind, such a thing would, in my judg- 
ment, have proved nearly fatal to the preservation of the Republic 
itself. 

It is therefore in no spirit of unkindness to anybody charged with 
these preparations, and certainly in no want of a spirit of harmony 
with the rejoicing and pleasure of the time when the American peo- 
ple are peacefully and quietly to submit to the succession of the 
executive power, that I call public attention to this matter. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HOAR. I forgot to say what I intended when I rose: that in 
some of the States of the Union such parades of bodies of men not 
under the control of the State executive are prohibited by law. 

Mr. CONKLING. I shall ask that the resolution lie over under the 
rules; but before doing so I feel moved to make a remark. 

Iam disposed to think that the American people are chronically and 
habitually too much ina hurry. There is so much of activity and 
thrift in our countrymen that holidays and pageants and relaxations 
and rests are the rare exceptions of the general rule. All other peo- 
ples as far as I know, particularly those enjoying the older and more 
advanced civilizations, have something more than we of what a quaint 
British poet has called recess, interval. Therefore, I do not deplore 
the multiplication of holidays; and when I have seen indignation 
manifested sometimes at the suggestion that an additional day be 
made a holiday I have reflected in the train of my present suggestion. 

The inauguration of a President has come to be one of the few ac- 
cepted occasions, one of the very few accepted national occasions, 
when an occurrence takes place furnishing an inducement, an excuse, 
a provocation for men to break out of the unending round of local 
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and individual endeavor and go away for a change of scene 


sode, or a jaunt. » an ep de 
In the little city in which I live is a military organi, il te su 

known as the Utica Citizens’ Corps. It is composed of men Pict, 

otism, of character, of standing; men as well able to ed At) pe 


selves, to regulate and conduct their conduct,—I mean to say i+. 
great deference,—as the most distinguished or the most experiw,,.- 
Senator I see before me. That organization means to come fir — 
dred miles to participate in this pageant. I hope it will, [shonin 
to have the Senators here who are skilled in military affairs gop +) 
march ; see how they disport themselves in the manna] of the soli, 
willing the whole country should look upon their unifor: 
the personnel of the company. 
I am aware that the resolution offered by the Senator froy, x) 
chusetts does not seek to disparage or affront any such inclination, = 
I have referred to. I have no thought that the Senator in dened 3 4 
the resolution or offering it meant any suchthing. Atthesame+en : 
it is a challenge, a reflection. Itraises a doubt applicable to ins; 
time now when ali preparations have been made as to the eon 
inauguration, and raises a doubt applicable toall alike, whether; 
is not some impropriety, some disregard of what it would have | 
thoughtful and proper to remember, some want of considera; 
some thing in the fact that these various military organizations t 
arranged to meet here on that day and to vie, if they please, ahd 


DS and ; 





| each other in marching and in the manifestation of that mili: 


polish and attainment which makes up the emulation between yy; ‘ 
tary organizations. Ido not wish to see such a charge or s 
criticism or such an expression of a possible doubt on the part of thy 
Senate. A long time ago, before these arrangements had been y)\j 
circumstances would have been somewhat different ; but now, with 
two or three weeks of the event, after I have personal knowledye j; 
a good many instances that all the arrangements have been eon 
cluded, I think it would be a little harsh. Particularly at a tiy 
when there is no manifestation anywhere of a sentiment of discord 
or a disposition to make trouble which need put anybody o 
guard, I think it would be inopportune, if I may say it without 
possible intention of offense—I think it would be maladroit just no. 
to have this inquiry. Four years will intervene before such anothe; 
occasion occurs, and during that time I think there will be leisy 
ascertain seasonably, so as to give notice to everybody in ady 
whether there is any objection in this Republic governed by ma 
ties and operating by general, I wish I could say universal, sutt; 
to the citizens of the Republic, although they appearin uniform, cow 
ing here in one great convention, if they please, to see the Gover 
ment the robes and scepter pass from the hands of one man int 
hands of another. I ask that this resolution lie over under th 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair. 
resolution will lie over. 

Mr. HOAR. Before the resolution passes over I should like t 
privileged to add a word. I selected this occasion not with ¢) 
pectation that the introduction of thissuggestion would affect serious 
the preparations for the coming inauguration, but it was because | 
was myself known to be so cordially in accord with its spirit, ! 
I so thoroughly rejoice in the occasion which is about to take | 
and because I was a political friend of the President who is ab 
be inaugurated, that I thought it was proper for me to make a sug- 
gestion which might be supposed to come with ill grace from gentle- 
men entertaining different political opinions, or who might be sus- 
pected of having different sympathies. The time seemed to me to be 
appropriate because of the very fact that by no possibility could 
there be a suggestion or a suspicion in any mind that the presence ol 
these soldiers would be an impropriety here or accompanied with any 
public danger or inconvenience here on the present occasion. that 
seemed to be the very time when the suggestion that under different 
conditions of public sentiment at some other period in our history 
the establishment of such a practice in a time of peace and harmony 
and quiet in an eraof good feeling might ripen into a possible publi 
danger. ; 

Itis utterly unimportant whether this resolution lies over or whethel 
it goes to the Committee on the Judiciary this morning. I had no 
expectation it would be heard of again if it went there; but itseemed 

















to me entirely proper to make this suggestion at the time this thing 
was going on, so that in advance of the preparations for any tatur 
now 


presidential inauguration the fact that this question had been 10 
raised, though it were passed over without decision, would bring t« 
important question to the consideration of the persons in charge. | 
Mr. HEREFORD. Before this resolution passes from the soe), * 
cannot let the opportunity pass without challenging the correctness 
of the sentiments embodied in the resolution. I believe that this® 
a free country, and I believe that the various military organizatio™ 
of the States under State authority for peaceful purposes hav« aright 
to go where they please. The military organizations ot the variow 
States have aright to go into any part of their State where a 
please for peaceful purposes ; they have a right to go from as : 
State for like purposes without let or hinderance; but this reeae 
introduced this morning by the Senator from Massachusetts sugs*®® 
the idea that it is highly improper for such organizations to come © 
the seat of Government and participate in the inauguration of | 


ther 


ys . . 2 vith the ot 
President of the United States; and that is coupled with the ¢ 


t 
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».. ¢hat it is highly proper that the regular Army may be here on | ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
dea th: . , g 


}) an occasion. | , 
Te the sentiments contained in this resolution 


Ah 


had been reversed 
-haps it would have met more cordially with my approbation than 
s+ stands; that is to say 1 the resolution declared that on such a 

hat of the inauguration of a President the regular Army 
“1 be forbidden to be here, I should certainly have subscribed to 
oprectness of it; but to insert in a resolution here that it is highly 
ner tbat troops under national authority, under the control of the 
neral Government, should be here on sucha great holiday and that 
carious military companies of the States have not that right, is 
a ion of the liberty of the whole people, and is the announce- 
4+ of a doctrine that endangers the liberty of this people. I have 
ave been taught to believe that the liberties of the people are best 
eerved by the various State organizations and not by the regular 











anid commend to the Senator from Massachusetts a letter per- 
«hich he read a few months ago, a letter from General Winfield 

ins WHIcnD D 
<.att Hancock when he said that he liked thesimplicity of the inaugu- 


‘he United States. I commend that letter to him to-day. It meets 
with my hearty approval. The idea is that when the President of 
the United States is to be inaugurated he shall be unattended by the 
\rmy of the United States, but that the occasion shall be accompanied 
with all the simplicity that surrounded the inauguration of the ad- 


With ai 
stration of that great man. . 
ould not allow this resolution to pass from the Senate Cham- 


her without challenging the correctness of the doctrines therein laid 
especially that the regular Army shall be here on such an oc- 
and the militia of the States forbidden to come here. Con- 
ss has no such power, and I regret to see the Senator from Massa- 
setts in this resolution invoke such a power as that, and I hope 
resolution will not meet with the favorable consideration of the 
senate. 
Several Senators addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. This debate goes on 
sent. the resolution having been objected to. 
Mr. CONKLING and others. Regular order! 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution lies over. 
Mr. INGALLS. I rise to morning business. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in 
Senator from Kansas, 
Mr. INGALLS. Iask for the « 
. yesterday relative to the 
Monday next. 
fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. 


dow 
Cas 


re 


by general con- 


The 


the chair.) 


onsideration of the resolution offered 
hour of meeting of the Senate after 


lhe Senator from Kansas calls up a 


resolution offered by him. 
Mr. INGALLS. 1 should like to have the order read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


red, That on and after Mondgy next the daily hourof meeting shall be eleven 


Mr. RANDOLPH. The Vice-President had recognized me as enti- 
tled to the floor, and I gave way for morning business. Do I losemy 
ght to the floor thereby ? , 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Jersey has 
the lioor. 
Mr. RANDOLPH. 
Vermont. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 


Jerse Vy. 


I will give way for a moment to the Senator 
I am very much obliged to the Senator from New 

It is my best means of getting heard. I merely wish to say 
inasmuch as the resolution of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hoar] has gone over and the regular order was called up after some 
debate, that I wish to be counted at this present moment as in favor 
f{ considering the topic referred to by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, and to add that I believe what the Senator observed is in the 
main right, and to add also in response to my friend from West Vir- 
ginia that the particular letter of the late democratic candidate for 
President of the United States, to which he refers, and that part of 
it which he has quoted, meets with my cordial approval, whatever I 
may think about other letters on other topics. That is all. 





MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ng bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1102) granting a pension to John S. Corlett ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 6535) to allow marshals and deputy marshals to 
take bonds in certain cases ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4610) granting a pension to Mary Leggett ; 

_ A bill (H. R. No. 3520) to establish a port of delivery at Indianapo- 
18, in the State of Indiana; and : 
A bill (H. R. No. 5677) granting a pension to Stephen P. Benton. 
he message also announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills: ; 

: Yn S. No, 201) for the relief of Somerville Nicholson ; 

A ban ‘7a No 1193) granting a pension to Milton L. Sparr; and 
Baltinens Hie 1191) for the relief of James Monroe Heiskell, of 
al re City, Maryland. 


of Thomas Jefferson and would commend that tothe people of 





The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bill and joint resolutions; and they 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 6599) to change the time for holding circuit and 
district courts of the United States for the western district of Vir- 


| ginia, held at Danville, Virginia ; 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) granting 
the Morton Monumental Association ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 362) to authorize the printing of 50,000 
copies of special report of the Commissioner of Agriculture relative 
to diseases of swine and infectious and contagious diseases incident 
to other domestic animals; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 372) authorizing the Public Printer 
to print reports of the United States Fish Commissioner upon new 
discoveries in regard to fish-culture. 


condemned cannon to 


REVOLUTIONARY 

Several SENATORS. Regular order. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Iask that the bill (S. No. 2126) relative to Rev- 
olutionary battle-fields be taken up. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the regular order. 

Mr. INGALLS. I ask for action on the resolution I offered yester- 
day that has been called up, and that I havea right to call up under 
the rules of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The morning hour has expired. 

Mr. INGALLS. The morning hour, I think, has not expired, with 
all due respect to the Chair, and if action on the resolution is to be 
deferred by procrastination merely, by the occupation of the time 
until the morning hour does expire, of course I must yield. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is not responsible for the 
clock. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, I press my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Jersey asks 
unanimous consent to proceed to the consideration of the bill he has 
named. 

Mr. INGALLS. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. 
it up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Jersey moves 
to postpone the regular order with a view of proceeding with the 
consideration of the bill proposed by him. 

Mr. INGALLS. That motion is not in order, Mr. President. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Why not? 

Mr. INGALLS. The only motion in order is to postpone the pend- 
ing question, not to consider another bill. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I make that motion. 

Mr. CONKLING. What is the pending order to be postponed ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending order is the Calendar. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is not the Post-Office appropriation bill the un- 
finished business ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not until half past one o’clock. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. This is a bill that is general in its character, 
that will elicit no debate,I presume. It comes from the Military 
Committee, and it has been delayed many weeks. I think it will 
meet with universal acceptance and approval. I ask, therefore, that 
it be taken up. 


BATTLE-FIELDS. 


Objection is made. 
Imove to lay aside all pending orders and take 


Mr. INGALLS. What is the bill? 
Mr. RANDOLPH. It is the bill relative to Revolutionary battle- 
fields. 


Mr. FERRY. Why does not the Senator move to postpone the pres- 
ent and all prior orders and take it up. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I have done that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Jersey moves 
to postpone the pending order. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to, ayes 40, noes not counted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Jersey now 
moves to proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 2126) rela- 
tive to Revolutionary battle-tields,and so forth, which will be read 
for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. Without discussing the merits of the bill, as the 
rule says I shall not, there is a question which I believe I have aright 
to ask. I listened to the reading of the bill and only this instant re- 
ceived a copy. I wish toinquire whether the design and effect of the 
bill will be to arrest the passage of special bills, if I may call them 
special, which have already received the action of the House, which 
have received the action of the committees of the Senate and been 
favorably reported and are now on the Calendar—bills which in par- 
ticular instances contain provisions of their own adapted to whati 
has been done in those instances? Under this general bill, as I catch 
it from the reading, those engaged in such matters may be compelled 
to begin again, to go over to some extent, and thus to delay works 
which are in progress. If such be the effect of the bill I should be 
glad to know it before it is taken up. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, the effect of this bill will be to 
place all applicants for Government aid in the erection of memorial 
monuments upon a common footing. That, of course, the Senator 
from New York can gather from the text of the bill. That it is 





See ee 











1446 


intended to arrest, to use the Senator’s own word, the passage ot any 
other bill is not so; nor will that necessarily be the eflect of it. The 
bill to which the Senator specially refers, I imagine, is the bill concern- 


ing the Saratoga monument. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is one. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. That bill, I may be permitted to say 
he House, is before the Senate, ar d has passed a comm ittee of the 
enate. I ought to say parenthesis, not the committee to which 
these bills are ordinarily referred, butit has been passed upon favorably 
by a committee of the Senate, and is now before the Senate. The pas- 
sage of this general bill does not by any means imply that the Sara- 
toga bill may not be taken up and passed by itself. There is nothing 

“the » terms of the general b il] that need del lay action upon the part 


as pé issed 


p+ 


in 
of the Senate in reg ird to the Sari toga bill. 

The C ommit tee on Military Affairs have had a great many billsasking 
aid in behalf of the construction of Re alates nary monuments before 
it. After much consideration during the past session and also at the 
present session, it was concluded by a majority of the committee, only 
oO! ‘ two members aa _ y , that the more eq jul itable ar d econom- 


it y was to provide a general bill,a bill under which any associ- 
iti ig in view the « ommemoration of a Revolution: ry battle- 
field d be authorized, under well-guarded provisions, to apply 
directly for a sum of money from the Treasury equal to the amount 
which such patriotic association had itself raised and paid in. 

It will be observed that under the terms of the pending bill the 


{ 

Saratoga Association will be as liberally provided for as under the 
special bill for which they have obtz uined the favor: ible acti on of the 
Committee on the Library of this body. My own opinion is that in 
justice to these many patriotic associations w ith reference to ec onomy 
by the Government, a bill of this general character placing all appli- 
cants for Government aid in erecting Revolutionary battle »-field mon- 
uments upon an equal footing should be passed now and become 
a law, thus fixing as far as possible the policy of the Government 
regarding this class of appropriations. 

There are one or two provisions of this bill that I may as well refer 
to, now that I have the floor, limited as my time is under the ri ile of 
the morning hour, one of them looking to the benefit of the Washing 
ton Aaewal iation of New Jersey, located at Morristown, New Jersey. 


That corporation owns the old Washington headquarters. That 
building was oceupied for a longer tin 1e during the revolutionary war 


by Washington and his stat? than any other buildin ig America. 
During the long and anxious winters of 1779-'0 they & el their 
— s and weeks and months under the broad shelter of that i roof, an d 

101 ly Washington and his staff, but Lafayette, Schuyler, Greene, 
H: imi ilton 1, Kose iusko, De Kalb, Wayne, L ight- Horse Harry Lee, Put- 
nam, Steuben, Knox, and even Benedict Arnold lived there for longe r 
or shorter periods. More men known to revolutionary history lived 
under that roof during the revolutionary war thar under any othe 
roof in America. 

There during the anxious months of those eventful winters was 
gathered from time to time almost every prominent member of the 
Continental Congress. The rooms they counseled in, the furniture 
they used have been kept in almost perfect preservation by the patriot- 
ism of Jerseymet 

It isa gr: 

















use, freighted with gran dassociations, an lworthy 
of the highest consideration by Congress. I regret that my time—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will remind the Senator 
from New Jersey that it is not in order to discuss the merits of a bill 
on a motion to take it up. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Iam aware of the indulgence of the Senate, 
and ask pardon for infringing the rule. I thought the present op- 
portunity was the best one for stating why the fifth section, relating 
to the Washington Association of New Jersey, had been placed in the 
bill. I am anxious for the prompt and favorable action of the Senate, 
and will only repeat that, in the judgment of a majority of the Mili- 
tary Committee, thisis the most equitable, just, and, to Government, 
economical measure that will probably be placed before Congress 
relating to the subject under discussion. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, did the rules permit the merits of 
this bill to be discussed on this motion, I should have no word to say 
against its object. I asked the Senator from New Jersey whether its 
effect would be to arrest other bills pending in the Senate, and he 
answers that there is nothing in this bill which would de prive the 
Senate of the power to take up and act upon other bills. That of 
course must be true of the bill, whatever its provisions may be. The 
point of my question was somewhat different, and without touching 
upon the rules I may say that I find now in this bill provisions which 
in the instance referred to would require a different proceeding from 
that already taken. Plans having been adopted, the work } having been 
entered upon, if would be necessary afresh to submit and get approval 
of the plans and projet of the intended monument. It was to that 
point that 1 asked the attention of the Senator from New Jersey. 

At Saratoga a memorable and a decisive battle was fought and well 
fought, and the people of New York have contributed already a sum 
of money, and they ask the Government to join them in erecting a 
monument to perpetuate the memory of that struggle. I cannot un- 
der the rule give my reasons now; but I think after we pass this bill 
it could be fairly argued that a bill in that instance special should 
not be adopted because of the general provisions contained in this. 
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If that should be persuasively the effect upon the Senate. I cham 
egret the adoption of this bill. ae 
I observe that this bill relates to battle- fields. 
be a member of the Senate who is able to mark the iti tle 
battle- fields or locate them. Until I shall hear some Sep; ohare — 
teer to act as geographer in that respect, I shall believe ¢] h t nn Re 
tor, with or without this bill, will be able to locate and d lefit ak aa 
map of this hemisphere its battle-fields; and I am fortifie od i me 
the circumstance to which the honorable Senator has re Seneed an 
a separate section of the bill is devoted to denoting one place I th ae 
I may say of that conspicuously not a battle-field, which it 
to have the bill cover. It refers to the he adquarte rs of 
historic headquarters. The honorable Senator from New , Jers 
peopled those headquarters with denizens no more numerous: and 
tri ous than they were, but still it was the headquarters of ay 4 
it was not a field on which men grappled for the mastery in war 
yet it appears by special nomination in this bill because it wa. 
that “battle-field” would not cover an instance so consn 
meritorious as that. 
When this bill comes up for consideration, if it does, I ¢) 
ture to suggest that something is needed to designate one pla 
another, as many places are not designated by the simple tern 
tle-field.’” Indeed I do not know how that word would affect 
instances that I have in mind which might be supposed e specially 
fall within it. Intere sted as I am in the instance of the monuy 
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at Saratoga, and interested as I am in the erection of a monumen: + 
Nicholas Herkimer, a name in which for special reasons | feel 
cial pride, an instance in which $500 was appropriated by th aC 
nental Congress, which $500and se tof it hasever yet beenrece; 
I shall hope that those bills at least may have a fair he aring, hayir 
been matured without a knowledge of any measure of this sort. he 
fore they are in any respect concluded by the adoption of 
erality of provision. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of ¢ 
Senator from New Jersey to proceed to the consideration of the }j 
named by him. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. sefore the vote is taken I shall be glad to sa 
a word, not on the merits of this bill, but for the purpose of i 1 
ing a bill v — hI think ought to have preference. I am sorry that 
the Senator from Vi irginia [Mr. JOHNSTON] is not present. I ya 
notice yesterday that I should press on the attention of the Senate 
bill that I deem of very great importance, the bill to prevent 
spre ad of contagious diseases among cattle; and if + mo 
take up this bill should fail, I will move that that bill be taken w 
so that it may have its place during the morning hour a be unde 
| consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the mot 
Senator from New Jersey. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee: 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 2126) 
ations iry battle-fields, &c. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, I am of the minority of the ( 
mittee on Military Affairs opposing the passage of this bill. Is this 
bill necessary and proper? If it be it is a direct reflection u ipo! 
intelligence and patriotism of the illustrious men who have t 
Halls of Congress from 1800 to this time. There have been periods 
in our history when this country did not owe one solitary dollar 
indebte dness, when we had $23,000,000 of surplus money, and wher 
illustrious statesmen and patriots filled the Halls of Congress, and it 
never occurred to them to spend that money in the erection of monu 
ments upon the battle-fields of the Revolution. ! 
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I do not think it is 
necessary, and I would regret supporting the bill and thereby cast- 
ing an imputation upon the inte lligence and patriotism of the great 
men who have preceded us. 

But I think it ought not to pass for another reason, and that !s 
that it would be a reflection upon the living. Itisa direct retlectior 
upon the American people to-day. This bill says to them, “‘ You ar 
so unfeeling, you are so unpatriotic, you are so void of intelligen 
that you w ‘ill not cherish the me mory of the battle-fields of the hi 
lution, the struggles of our Revolutionary soldiers, unless Co! 
taxes you to build senseless, feelingless monuments of mar! 
statues of bronze, to remind you of those thrilling scenes — 
I should dislike by my vote to cast an imputation, a reflect 
the living, and I am therefore, upon either one of these 
opposed to the passage of this bill. 

3ut, Mr. President, what is the necessity for this bill? 
at our history ; see year by year passil ng by until 1880 and 1>:! 
this Congress is to distinguish itself as the pre-emine sntly | 
and loyal Congress expe ndit 1g all its efforts in spending the 
money in the erection of monuments and in celebrations and fe 
and carnivals at that time. 

Mr. President, as I have said once before, I confess that 1 ha at or 
that profound admiration and respect for patriotism and loy that 
always hoists the old flag on every occasion provided there | is a : a good 
round appropriation underneath its folds. I aim opposed to this because 
itis a wanton, needless, and improper expenditure of thousands ane 
hundreds of thousands of dollarsof the people’smoney, while we to- 
are withholding from honest creditors of this Government hundreds 
and thousands and hundreds of thousands of dollars justly owing © 
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and for which they are suffering. We are giving these hun- 
the re thousands of dollars to build monuments, when Jackson and 
reds Ov Webster and Calhoun and Benton, and men of that class, 
ve ewenty-eight millions of surplus money in the Treasury and the 
We ernment not owing a dollar to any creditor, national or individual, 
: fused to appropriate a dollar. 


sly Gesired to state my reasons for opposing this bill. I op- 

* ) it in committee ; I oppose it here. I opposed the bills to which 
senator from New York refers, each and all of them. 

vf; BURNSIDE. Mr. President, I will say in answer to some re- 

“ekg dropped by the Senator from New York that it has been the 

ia if the Senator from New Jersey and myself for several days 

bill up and I knew nothing of the introduction of 


tention Oo 


try to get this 


11 to which he referred until this morning, so that my action on | 


1] has no connection whatever w ith any action taken on the 


: ae monument bill. 
IW ii say in answer to the Senator from Missouri that we are do- 
, ereat many things at this centennial period that Clay and Web- 
. ond Calhoun and Benton never thought of doing and that there 
»< no oceasion for doing while they were in public service. At this 
ular period of our history, the centennial period, we should be 
ved to take a great many patriotic steps. Sir, I feel it my duty 
ycomething to make Americans feel that they have a Government, 
J therefore I do not feel that I am showing any disrespect what- 
~ +o Clay, Calhoun, Webster, and Benton by offering at this cen- 
nial period my humble service in the direction in which this bill 
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Now, in regard to the disrespect to the living by indicating by this 
| that there is a lack of patriotism in this country at this time, I 
| say that I am willing to take my share of the responsibility of 
‘king that indication. I think if we can by any means stimulate 

‘nd increase the patriotism of our people it is our duty to do so. I 

think it is at a low ebb; I believe we are thinking too much of the 

f every-day life, too much of ourselves, and if we can think 





little more of the public good, it will be better for the country and 
r all « I speak for myself; the temptation is to think only of 
what immediately surrounds us, what is best for our personal inter- 
sts, what most conserves our comfort, and I think if I can be inspired 
more patriotism than I have had, it will be a very fortunate 
yg for me and a fortunate thing for the work I am trying to do 
sa public servant. I think if we say to any community that will 
se $10,000 “ We will give you $10,000 to enable you to erect a Rev- 
ary monument,” we shall have done avery wise thing. There 
robably not over half a dozen places in the United States where 
iments will be erected. 
I differ in toto with the Senator from Missouri on all the points he 
es. It is no disrespect to men of the past for us to do things 
they were not called upon to do. On the semi-centennial anniver- 
uy of the birth of our nation men and communities were moved to 
reat rejoicing and at this centennial period it becomes doubly our 
duty to interest ourselves in all the pageants, displays, and patriotic 
I do not 
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enactments and work which tend to inspire patriotism. 

think the patriotism of the country is of such high type as to make 
t entirely unnecessary for us to stimulate it by all legitimate 
methods. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, without expressing any 


opinion just now in regard to the wisdom of this measure, I have a 


charge with regard to that part of it which relates to the payment 

f money by this Government to the associations mentioned in the 

Under the first section of this bill it is provided that for every 
dollar raised by any association the Treasury of the United States 
shall pay an additional dollar to aid the objeet-—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of half past one having 
arrived it becomes the duty of the Chair to call up the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, 
eration of this bill. 
Mr. INGALLS and others. Regular order. 
lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The regular ordet 
Mr. GARLAND, Mr. President 
‘ir, CONKLING. If the Senator will pardon me a moment, let me 
iggest that the Senator from Florida is in the midst of a few re- 
marks Which he would like to conclude. I take it no Senetor will 
dject to that. 

Mr.GARLAND. I have no objection. 

the PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Florida will pro- 
eed, there being no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. The word “ raised” here is not entirely satis- 
‘actory tome. The provision is that for every dollar raised by any 
. these associations the Treasury shall pay over adollar to them. I 
1.» Some More stringent provision ought to be in the bill. We know 
dat subscriptions on paper are very frequently taken in enterprises 
ot this kind as equivalent toactual payment. I think it ought to be 
provided, if it goes into operation, that for each dollar of money 
sseally in hand the Treasury shall pay one dollar. I only make 
hat a8 & suggestion. 


+1 


I ask unanimous consent to continue the consid- 


is called for. 





THE GENEVA AWARD. 
A few days ago I gave no‘ice that t 
bill known as the Geneva award Dill 


Mr. GARLAND. 


should call up the in case there 
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Was no appropriation bill to obstruct the way. The morning hour 
has expired now, and the order of the day is the Post-Office appro- 
priation bill. I wish now to renew this notice for to-morrow, when 
the appropriation bill will be out of the way, and I hope the Senate 
will give me consent to-morrow morning to call up this important 
matter. 


PENSIONS OF THE MEXICAN WAR, 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Idesire to give notice to the Senate that o: 
day, after the conclusion of the morning hour, I shall move to sus 


pend all prior and pending orders and take up the Dill (S. No. 1753 


rO SOLDIERS 


i Mon 


granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican and 
other wars therein named, and for other purposes. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 
A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had, 


on the 8th instant, approved and signed the following acts and joint 
resolutions : 

An act (S. No. 939) to amend the law relative to the 
forfeiture of vessels for breach of the revenue laws; 

An act (S. No. 286) for the relief of John S. Cunningham ; 

An act (S. No. 1133) granting a pension to Michael Hayne ; 

An act (S. No. 1573) to provide for the furnishing of certain public 
documents to soldiers’ homes ; 

An act (S. No. 1805) relative 
Bennington ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 146) to provide for printing dis 
tributing the index of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD semi-montlhly ; 
and ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 143) authorizing the inspection and 
issue of an American register to the Egyptian steamship Dessoug. 


Se1Z1 and 


ire 


to the revolutionary battle-field of 


and 


rE PONCA INDIANS, 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I ask the attention of the Senate for 
a few moments to a matter which, in some aspects, is somewhat 
personal to myself. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection, and 
the Senator will proceed. 
Mr. DAWES. There was yesterday laid upon the desk of each of 


the Senators a printed letter of fourteen pages, directed to me per- 
sonally in the Senate, dated at the Interior Department, and signed 
by the Secretary of the Interior. It is acriticism upon some remarks 
which I made here in the Senate recently, and also upon my course 
as a Senator. I have reread those remarks since this letter has been 
laid upon the desks of Senators, and I find nothing in them which I 
desire to qualify or withdraw; on the contrary I reaftirm everything 
I said on that occasion. 

What I have said and what I have done has been in the discharge 
of a public duty from which I do not intend to be deterred by any 
such proceeding as this. To this body and to those who sent me 
here I am accountable for the manner in which I discharge my duty 
here; but I am not accountable to any executive officer of this Gov- 
ernment. So far asin this letter the facts stated in those remarks are 
called in question, I have only to say further that they are capable 
of proof bythe record. The records of the Interior Department and 
of the Senate prove them incontrovertibly. So far as those state- 
ments rest upon personal memory, this letter has only succeeded in 
putting the memory of one man against that of another, and no 
amount of allegation can carry it further ordemand from me further 
reply. I submit a reaffirmation of them all to the judgment of the 
Senate and the country. 

The Secretary of the Interior is restive over the public criticism of 
his connection with the Ponca business, and those acquainted with 
the facts do not wonder. I ask the indulgence of the Senate but a 
few moments to go once for all to the bottom of the Ponca business; 
the steps are few but certain; and when I shall have reached the 
bottom of it, the public judgment will have no difficulty in assign- 
ing to the author of this letter his proper position in that court 
where men on trial get their deserts; and whatever that position 
may be, I am certain it will not be that of public prosecutor. 

One thing is admitted by everybody, and that is that a great wrong 
was inflicted upon the Ponca Indians by their removal to the Indian 
Territory. The President of the United States admits it, and that 






it is so grievous as to justify a special message to Congress urging 
redress of this great grievance during his administration. The See- 


retary of the Interior admits it, and in this letter boasts that h: 
the first discoverer of it, a boast that those who are acquainted with 
the facts will not be inclined to withhold fromhim. Acommission sent 
by the President to the Indian Territory to inquire what justice and 
humanity demanded, came back with their report setting forth that 


18S 


great wrong. What is that wrong, and who is responsible for it, 
are the questions to which I ask the attention of the Senate. The 
key to it is found in these three lines of a statute of the United 
States attached to an appropriation bill : 

Provided, further, That the Secretary of the Interior may use of the foregoing 


amounts the sum of $25,000 for the removal of the Poncas to the Indian Territ 
and providing a home therein, with the consent of said band. 


Subsequently $15,000 was added to this appropriation without 


his morning | changing its phraseology. If there has been any wrong committed 
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by the removal, these words show what that wrong is; it could be in no 
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other way than because they were removed without their consent. | 1877, wrote to the Secretary of the Interior setting ont ; 


If their change of abode, if the renioval of these Indians to the In- 
dian Territory and their retention there was with their consent, no 
one claims that there was any wrong committed. It is because they 
were removed without their consent that a wrong was inilicted upon 


1 


them; and I pass to the second and only question to which I desire 


; 


that wrong ! 

Under this act of Congress, on the 15th day of the last January of 
the last administration, six weeks before it went out of power, an 
agent was sent with written instructions to the Ponca Indians to 
negotiate for that consent. He made a sorry job enough out of his 
negotiation. Itlasted until the 4th of March, when this agent passed 
eretary of the 


under the control and into the service of the present 


Interior, the author of this letter. He had accomplished on that day 
only enough to demonstrate that their consent could not be obtained, 
and that information was laid before the Department. 

The Secretary pleads ignorance of the subsequent outrage which 
constitutes this wron; I propose to show by the records in his own 
Department and the records of the Senate that he not only was con- 
versant with every step in it but that with fuil knowledge of it all 
laid before him he ordered it to be done. 

On the 5th day of March, 1877, when the present Secretary of the 


Interior took up the work and took control of the agent, every Ponca 
Indian was in his home in the Territory of Dakota and on his reser- 


vation, for which he iad an indefeasible title, then and there pro- 
testing his desire to remain in his home. Every step thereafter 
almost daily was communicated to the Interior Department, mostly, 
it is true, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, until the process of 
forcing the Poncas out of their territory had come to create such a 
disturbance in this peaceful tribe as to attract the attention of all the 
peaceful inhabitants of Dakota and of Nebraska in the midst of whom 
this tribe had had their home for one hundred years, and thereupon 
they made these representations to the Secretary of the Interior and 
not to the Indian Bureau. 
Alfred L. Riggs, a missionary among them, and now laboring in 
his work within a few miles of their old abode, whose letter I have 
e, wrote on the 20th of March, 1877, to the agent there, set- 
forth that the Poncas were wholly opposed to going, that the act 
of Congress under which they were to be removed made the condi- 
tion that the removal should be with their consent, and stating the 
wrong about to be inflicted upon them; and the agent on the 22d of 
March inclosed that letter to the Secretary of the Interior. 
On the 10th of April, 1°77, Mr. H. Westerman, treasurer of Knox 
County, in Nebraska, bordering upon this reservation, writes to the 
Secretary of the Interior : 





a 





SPRING! Dak., April 10. 
lion. CARL SCHURZ, 
retary of I ' Washington, D. ¢ 






rhe Ponca Indians do not wish to be removed. They 
for their lands, but are to be forced off 
treaty of 1465 cedes and relinquishes to them the lands tl 


« y how occupy 
see U. S. Statutes at Large, v« ne 14, page 675, article 1,) and gives them right 
hereto 


der a suspension of their remov: 


nade a treaty 








until you re ve papers already for 
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H. WESTERMAN, 
On the 3d day of April, he had written more fully to the same Sec- 
retary ot the Interior, thus: 
NIOBRARA, NEBR ipril 3, 1877. 
Drar Si Allow me to call your attention to the Ponca Indians in their poor 
and helpless condition—about seven hundred and fifty human beings, who have a 
right to be heard by the Government. The Indians have lived more than a hun- 
and fifty years where the present reservation is, and for the past eighteen 
I know from personal observation, have been friendly to the whites and the 
nment. They are more advanced in civilization during this time than any 


e of In i 








I ians I know of, although the Government has done less for the 
is than for any other Indians, 

Lately an agent came from Washington to make a treaty with the Poncas for 
their removal to the Indian Territory. The Indians do not want to go there. Now, 
why not leave them where they are The Ponca Indians have been more protec- 
tion to the settlers on the frontier of Nebraska than if a regiment of soldiers had 
been stationed there 
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. , | with the proposed removal of the Ponca Indians to the Ind 
to call the attention of the Senate, and that is, who is responsibie for | i 





“RPpr 
FEBRUARY 1] 
anes apes ; am . all these fans 
in a letter which I will read, so that the Secretary may have no dias : 
culty in finding it: : v eSve no diff. ; 


To the Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, Washington, D. © 
We respectfully call your attention to some facts and cir imstances con; 


. , an Territory 
demand your immediate attention. arseOry 


1. The Poncas have a clear right to the land on which they now are. ; 
of original possession, guaranteed by two treaties with the United Sere re 

2. They have never relinquished that right, any reported pes 
trary notwithstanding. 

3. They are wholly opposed to moving to the Indian Territory Out of 
to the wishes of the Government they were willing to go and look a+; : 
visit has confirmed their determination never to move. If they mn. t 
will die by the graves of their fathers. ti sical 

4. The act of Congress of 1876, by which their removal was authoriy; A os 
appropriated for that purpose, expressly provides that it is to be done Soak 
consent.” The appropriation bill of the last session added $15.900 + 
sum, but did not change the condition then imposed. 

5. The ostensible reason for the removal of the Poncas—the host’ 
Sioux—is without good foundation ; for though they are now en ‘ 
borhood and the control of the United States authority would qu 5 oe 
at peace. The Yankton and Santee Sioux were once at war with the iw nite 
they were living at a distance; but when they came into close prox Sia 
party could atford war with their next-door neighbor, and they m ude pea ‘ 

6, The white settlements near the Poncas would rather have them than 
Sioux for neighbors. eri 

7. The arrangements for their removal are being made with such hast 
such a way, without the advertisement usually required, that the popula 
sion is that there is something ‘‘crooked”’ in the transaction ; 

We are therefore convinced that great wrong will be done thes Indiay 
more disgrace accrue to our country by such ruthless disregard of our oblic 
And we believe that none would more deeply regret the inevitable result t) 
honorable officers of the bureau under whose authority the work is being ; 

We ask that at least a stay be put upon this movement by tel graph unti 
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be properly looked into by the Gowernment 
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| to give you a full explanation of my position on the Ponca question, past 


Reform is necessary, particularly in the Indian Department. I have seen agents | 


and committees sent from Washington, who never heard any complaint, but were 
received by some of the ‘ring,’ who took good care that nobody could see them. 
They returned to Washington and reported nothing. It seems to me the removal 
of the Poncas is a put-up job by some who want to make money, and some parties 
in Yankton, Dakota, to secnre a market by locating the Sioux where the Poncas 
are now, and prevent the development of Northern Nebraska If we are to have 


Indians on our border, let them be friendly and not hostile I hope you will issue | 


an order to leave the Poncas on their present reservation, and appoint a committee 
of men who live on the frontier of Nebraska to examine and investigate this mat- 
ter; among them I would suggest Joseph Holman, whose name is attached to the 
treaty made twenty years ago. 

Very respectfully, yours 

H. WESTERMAN. 
Hon. CAKL SCHURZ, 
Secretary of the Interior, 
Washington, District of Columbia 


And he asks the Secretary to inquire for his respectability and re- 
liability of “ Hon. A. 8. Pappock, United States Senator; Hon. ALVIN 
SAUNDERS, United States Senator; Hon. Frank Welch, M. C.; Hon. 
P. W. Hitcheock; Hon. John Taffe; Hon. A. W. Hubbard, president 
First National Bank, Sioux City, Iowa.” And then on the 10th he 


sent further the letter to the Secretary that I just now read. The | 


same Mr. Riggs to whom I before referred, on the 19th day of March, | Congress on which they are removed make the condition that 


eS 


Your obedient servant 
;, ALFRED L. RIGGS 
Missionary of the American Board, Santee Agency, \ 
MARCH 19, 1877. 


At the bottom of this letter is this indorsement: 

I hereby certify that (though not knowing to all the facts above stated) I do 
that the Poncas as a tribe are bitterly opposed to removal. Believing it would 
an outrage to drag them even to a better country, I join in the petition for further 
investigation. There must be some misunderstanding. 

: JOHN P. WILLIAMSON 
M ssionary of the Presbyterian Church, Yankton Agency, Dak 
MARCH 19, 1877. 





To this was added: 
We are glad to indorse the above, with the hope that the Department: 
induced to order a delay until proper inquiry can be made. 
JOSEPH WARD, 
Pastor Congregational Church, Yankton, Dai 
JOEL A. POTTER 
Ex-Mayor of Yankt 
J.C. McVAY 
President First National Bank, Yankt 
YANKTON, DaKkoTa, March 21, 1877 
On the 21st day of March these same two missionaries telegraphed 
to the Secretary of the Interior : 
Telegram. } 


hori; 


YANKTON, DAKOTA, March 21 






The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, Washington, D. C.: 
Please order s 


y of proceedings in removal of Poncas until inquiry is mad 
Removal is against their wishes, and violates two treaties. Particulars mail 
A. L. RIGGS, 
Missionary, Santee Age 
JOHN P. WILLIAMSON 
Missionary, Yankton Agen 
>), 


E. C. Kemble, the United States Indian inspector, on the ? 
March laid the following letter before the Department, addresse« 
him by Mr. Riggs: 


1 
( 
1¢ 
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DAKOTA MISSION, AMERICAN Boar 
Santee A gency, Nebraska, March 2 
DEAR Str: Yours of March 16 reached me last night. I thank you much tor 
your full free letter. I am glad to hear from you, and glad to have the opportunity 


and 


D oaed 
ou 


present. I had nothing to do whatever with encouraging the Poncas to hold ' 
against the Government. I have had no opinion on the case until recently, ane 
what I have to say I say to the United States authorities, and not to the Indians 
Some of the Ponca chiefs came down to see me the week you were counciing Wr 
them; but I was away at Yankton, buying lumber for my new young mens Mab 
and I was glad of it. They, however, sent a delegation to see me, after they ‘ 
started with you, to request me to write to Washington for them, which I did 
received their answer; but they have never called for the answer 

I think you are mistaken about Indians from our mission going up to st 
trouble. There is only one who could do it, and Iam sure he has not been up 
for a long time; I think not since your big council. I asked only last Saturd 
about it. + thir 

I presume the Poncas are themselves more hostile to the removal than yout Rev 
Yesterday 1 wrote a letter to Washington on the Ponca matter. I sent 1 to at 
J. P. Williamson, asking him to sign it with me. I will tell you all there is ee 
But I will first tell why I sent it at all. I had to come to the conviction Ui" | 
Department is laboring under a misconception of the case, and coneraee a : 
compelling you to do things that will work wrong to the Indians, and cat the 
country. I expressly say in my letter that I believe the honorable officers . 
bureau, under whom this work is being done, will regret as much as any one = 
inevitable result. Lhave written substantially as follows: “First. The! oe de 
a right to the land they now occupy, the right of original possession guarti “ aos 
two treaties."” Second. They have never relin¢ uished the right ; — ee ad 
umentary title cannot be conveyed without ‘ signing it away, which <3 48 you 
have not done. Nor did they understand your verbal agreement W = t " be acta of 
understood it, ‘ Third. They are wholly opposed to going. i shal ve with their 





















+h. The ostensible reason, the hostility of the Brule Sioux, is without 
on. You yourself urge that they have been watching against these 
a tr iment of their farms. Sixth. The ne ighboring settlements much 
t the Poncas should be near them rather than the Brule Sioux. By this 
é an that all were opposed, but rather that they were decidedly opposed. 
1 arrangements for their removal are being pushed with such undue 
s  cuch a way, Without the usual adve rtising for transportation, that the 
 anression is that there is something “crooked” in the transaction. It may 
es inswer that haste was necessary. ‘True enough ; but there was no ne- 
wreclading the advertisement in the Yankton Daily three or four times. 
hove that such is the popular impression, as is undoubtedly the fact. I 
' ver, intended to reflect on your integrity by making such a report, 
have guarded it in that particular as I should; of course it the 
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myself in the Senate very emphatically. Itseemed to me to be a verv 
improper thing to do; but there was a complication growing out of 


| the treaty of 1e68, which gave the great Sioux tribes that particular 


* oression is correct it does retiect on your judgment. But if wholly in- 





; re wholly vindicated, even in that particular; that is practically so. 
piave told you the whole—the very worst—that I have thought or said. 
» that 1am too late, and that my protest will come to nothing. It may 








I e Poncas to go south, even it half of them die, as the Pawnees have 
" they should be convinced and be brought to acquiesce in a way they 
t done as yet. : } . 
sve done you any wrong in what I have written it is because I had been 
aa ore of the case of the poor Poncas than ot anybody else. 
“leo written to some gentlemen of Yankton, my friends, to get their assist- 








wr 
tter of my protest. I have therefore sent them your letter this 
_ tthey can see both sides of the case, and so that I should do you 
to sav that I regret, for your own sake, that you have got into that 
ind I sincerely trust you may get through with it safely and 

\ I tT RD mY . 

LLFRED L. RIGGS 

C,. KEMBI 

heir distress these Indians sold thirty ponies and employed 
se] to come on here to Washington and personally intercede with 


rion Secretary of the Interior for permission to remain in their old 


how That lawyer left on the 20th or 2Ilst of April. I now read 
«testimony before a committee of this body: 
\. [think I left there about the 20th or 21st of April. When TI got here I found 
S ri K, of our State. I had expected to tind Senator SAUNDERS, who had 
pecome Senator. I thought that if I stated the matter to them they 
‘ve an investigation made. I brought letters of introduction with me. 
I got here Senator SAUNDERS was not here. 
Was Congress in session then ? 
r: Congress had adjourned. In the spring of 177 there was no session 


ng ter the dth of March. Senator PADDOCK went with me, and we called 
e Commissioner of Indian Affairs—Commissioner Smith. I represented the 
rtohim quite fully, and explained to him that I thought there was no ques- 
nd that the citizens out there thought there was no question, that advantage 
g taken of these Indians; that the agent and officers there were not re- 
e facts: thatthe Indians never had agreed to leave their lands, but, on 
rary, were very much opposed to leaving then Whatever was theagree 
at the council before the chiefs went to the Indian Territory, it was certain 
tat this time, after the return of the chiefs from the Indian Territory, at the 
ey called upon me to act for them, they had decided that they did not want 
‘ the Indian Territory on any consideration. I explained to Commissioner 
Smith that the chiefs had been to the Indian Territory, and had become greatly dis- 
tistied, and left the men who bad them in charge, and walked back, a distance 
like five hundred miles, to the Omaha reservation, in Nebraska. 
ined to the Commissioner that the Poncas were utterly opposed to 
g to the Indian Territory at all 
Yes, sir; at that time, after the return of the chiefs. 
(). What did the Commissioner answer ? 
\. Ido not think that he made any very decided answer at that time We then 
n Secretary Schurz and explained the matter to hir 
» went to call on Secretary Schurz ? 
went with Senator PADpocK. I think Commissioner Smith came in while 
vere there. I fully explained the matter to Secretary Schurz, Senator Pap- 
ouched for my respectability, and said he bad letters indorsing my state- 
f t number of men with whom he had been acquainted ever since he 
theState. TheSecretary at the first interview promised that he would 
1@ matter. I think it was at this interview, after this promise, that 
oner Smith came in; and he made some remark to the effect that the 
cents were the sworn officers of the Government and that their reports must be 
‘he basis of all official action. I tried to induce the Secretary and the Commis- 
ner—I am not sure whether at this interview or the next day—to delay action 
nd select any man or men that they might have confidence in to go out there and 
vestigate whether the Poncas were willing to go to the Indian Territory or not. 
ommissioner Smith for some reason or other was very desirous of their removal. 
1¢ Secretary, however, was inclined at first to delay the matter and make an in- 
eetigation; but he finally made up his mind that his official information was of 
1a nature that he ought to act. 
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This gentleman says that the Senator from Nebraska on my right 
Mr. Pappock ] took him tothe Interior Department, introduced him, 
uched for his reliability, and seconded his request that the Secre- 
tary would stay what was called this inhuman proceeding long 
hough to send a commission of one or more persons in whom he had 
confidence to the territory, to there investigate and satisfy him. I 
make this statement in the presence of the Senator from Nebraska, 
and if I fall into an error I know that the Senator will not hesitate 
‘0 correct me. I assume, therefore, that in the main Iam stating this 
‘ansaction as it accords with his recollection. 

Mr. PADD( CK. Mr. President, it is true, as stated in the testi- 
Hony given by Mr. Draper, to which my friend has referred, that I 
tid call with him upon the Secretary of the Interior in respect to this 
batter; it is true that at other times, when letters and petitions were 
‘ent tome, I did call to see the Secretary of the Interior upon the 
ie subject, and did protest against the removal of the Poncas; but 
hoe due to the Secretary of the Interior to say in this connection that 
“ways he manifested a disposition to do what seemed to be best and 
et — case, but at the same time he uniformly said that 
f ieee, : hich had been enacted before he came into the office 
ction <a i the Interior he felt himself obliged to take such 
thoes Indien aw itself seemed to require, looking to the removal of 
rreat he fans to the Indian Territory, I felt it myself to be a very 
seat hardship, At the time the law was enacted, I so expressed 








reservation, wrongfully, improperly, against all law and all justice, 
which seemed to make it necessary for the removal of the Poneas, 
and that was the plea on which the legislation was had. The legis 
lation was wrong beyond any question whatever. That I must say. 
Mr. DAWES. The Senator will observe that I am on a question of 
knowledge, and I simply would like to ask himif he did go with this 
gentleman and indorse his reliability? The law is plain. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I did then and do now indorse his reliability 
Mr. DAWES. Then a reliable attorney-at-law, appointed by tl 
Poneas and paid out of the very means of their livelihood, their own 
ponies, came here and set forth to this Secretary of the Interior the 
facts in this case, implored him to stay these proceedings long enough 
to ascertain for himself by special commission what were the facts 
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| in the case. I think I am authorized by the Senator from Nebraska 


on my left [Mr. SAUNDERS] to state to the Senate that he also ap 
peared before the Secretary of the Interior and represented to him in 
substance that the Poneas desired to stay in their old home, that the 
white people round about them desired that they should stay, and 
that their removal against their consent would be a great hardship 
upon them. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President, I did so state to the Senator, I 


| believe, and toocthers. I visited the Secretary of the Interior shortly 





after I came into the Senate, and shortly after he was installed into 
that oflice, once, I think, if not twice, with my colleague, and at 
one other time alone, and asked him to stay the proceedings in the 
case. I told him that the white people were satistied with these In- 
dians; that they were a peaceable tribe of Indians; that they had 
made it their boast that they had never shed a white man’s blood, 
and, inasmuch as they were more industrious than most of the other 
Indians, there was a disposition on the part of the people of my State 
to let them remain undisturbed and finally become citizens. In fact, 
some of them were applying at that time for homesteads. 

The statement was made to me that they did not want to go, that they 
wanted to remain where they were, and on that account particularly— 
for I had no interest in them—I made an appeal to the Department 
not to send them to the Indian Territory at that time. 

It is due to the Secretary of the Interior to state, as has been stated 
by my colleague, that in answer to that the Secretary said he found 
when he came into office a law or an appropriation that had been 
made for that purpose, and he felt himself instructed, therefore, to 
carry it out, the money having been appropriated for that particular 
purpose. 

I will state also that the Secretary of the Interior had other evi- 
dence on that subject; that he had learned that the Indians did want 
to go; that some parties had so stated to him. I gave him the best in- 
formation I could, and I insisted that they ought not to be sent down 
there against their will and that I had heard they were not disposed 
to go. I thought there was a mistake made at that time. I thought 
so then and I think so now. At the same time, I wish to do the jus- 
tice to the Secretary of the Interior of saying that I believe in the 
main the management he has put forth in regard to the Indians has 
been looking to their best interest, and particularly he has advised 
that they be made citizens and allowed to hold lands in severalty, so 
that they may finally become self-supporting. I approve everything 
he has done in that direction. I did not approve of the other action 
at the time and regretted exceedingly that he felt himself bound to 
take the course he did, 

Mr. HOAR. I would like to ask the Senator from Nebraska for my 
own satisfaction and that of the public, one question. As I under- 
stand, the law which provided for the removal of the Ponca Indians 
contained this condition, ‘“‘ provided they give their consent.” I un- 
derstand that the Secretary of the Interior has repeatedly affirmed 
that he is now satistied they did not give their consent, so that their 
entire removal was in violation of law. Now what it is desired to 
know is whether it be proved that the attorney of the Indians, 
vouched for by the Senator’s colleague as a respectable and trust- 
worthy person, went with the Senator’s colleague to the Secretary 
before the order to press their removal was given, and informed him 
that they had not given their consent? That, I understand the Sen- 
ator’s colleague tostate. Now what I desire to know is if the Senator 
also stated tothe Secretary that from his information, derived from in- 
formatioa from the neighborbood, he was satisfied that they had not 
given their consent ? 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I reiterate what I said before, that I had heard 
from citizens living in that part of the State that the Indians did not 
want to go, and I said so to the Secretary. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘The Senator expressed his own belief to that effect ? 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I did not go with this attorney, and I do not 
know anything about what he may have said ; but I said to the Sec- 
retary that I believed the Indians did not want to go and that we 
protested—those were about the words we used—against their being 
sent away contrary tc their will. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not desire to be diverted-—— 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If the Senator will allow me to ask 
him a question, what official information, if any, was in the Depart- 
ment at the time the order for the removal of the Poncas was made 
in regard to their consent to such removal ? 
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Mr. DAWES. If the Senator will keep me in mind of that inter- 
rogatory, I will answer it before I conclude. Iam not to be diverted 
from the question, whether the Secretary was ignorant of the subse- 
quent outrage or not. There was no outrage at allif the Poncas gave 
their consent. The law authorized their removal upon one condition, 
and one only, and unless that was complied with they could no more 
be removed from their land than I can from mine. It was because 
of the violation of that condition that an outrage admitted by the 
Secretary of the Interior was committed. I have shown that when 
the Secretary came into office, assumed control of this agent, and took 
him into his service every Ponca Indian was on his proper territory. 
They were removed after that. If by their own consent, no outrage 
was committed. If without their consent, the outrage was commit- 
ted. That the Secretary knew all the facts that make up the outrage 
is what I am trying to impress upon the Senate. I have it from all 
these representations to him now on record in the Department. I 
have it from the statement of their own attorney, vouched to be a 
reliable man. I have it further from the man who did the act. He 
got disgusted with his work, there was so much interference with 
him. Although he entered with zeal into the work of removing them 
without their consent, yet the interference with him was so great 
that he became disgusted and telegraphed to the Department to stand 
firm. The Departmentat first, on the representation of this attorney, 
felt disposed to make investigation, but the next morning informed 
him that the work must goon. The agent stopped in his work and 
came to Washington. Let us hear what he said on the 12th day of 
February, 1550 : 

I saw the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and with him saw the present Secre- 
tary of the Interior, before whom I stated all the facts, giving all the information 
in my possession, submitting to them the whole case, and asking them what should 
be done. I was by them told to put my communication in writing; but before 
doing so I learned from the Secretary that the Poncas would be removed, and that, 
if necessary— 


I call the attention of the Senator from Wisconsin— 
and that, if necessary, troops would be called upon to enforce the removal 


He put his statement in writing and signed it; it is on file in the 
Interior Department ; and in that he declares it to be his view that 
they should be removed and troops used if necessary. He returned 
to his work, and the Commissioner telegraphs him his approval. He 
stops in Chicago, at the headquarters of the Army, and there learns 
that troops would be sent him by boat; goes back to his work and 
completes it with forty soldiers, between whom were marched these 
Ponca Indians out of their home and to the Territory. 

Was the Secretary ignorant of this outrage? This is the outrage; 
there is no other laid to anybody’s door. Who is responsible for it 
if the man who ordered it done is not? Out of this unlawful en- 
forced removal of these men grew this wrong, and the purpose to do 
it carried along with it all the unlawful outrages that have followed. 
There was no authority of law for doing what was done, and Con- 
gress has in no particular ratified that act. It is an unlawful act 
to-day, and all that flowed from it is unlawful. There is, I answer 
the Senator from Wisconsin, no other evidence in the Interior De- 
partment, if we can rely on the call upon it for information, that 
shows any consent whatever. 

I repeat that to claim that they gave their consent is to dispute the 
wrong itself, which is admitted by the Secretary. The purpose to, 
in violation of law, take these Indians to the Indian Territory runs 
‘through all subsequent acts. Out of it grew the imprisonment of 
the two brothers in Dakota. Out of it grew the seizing by soldiers, 
in the peaceable home of the Omahas, of Standing Bear and his as- 
sociates. Out of it grew the imprisonment of Big Snake and his two 
associates, for three long months, in order to overawe his people un- 
lawfully held in the Territory. Out of it grew the subsequent attempt 
by soldiers without authority of law to manacle Big Snake in the office 
of the agent, in which he was slain. Out of it grew the arrest of 
Iriends of these Poncas, paying them friendly visits for friendly 
offices, and the marching them out of the Territory. Out of it grew 
a determination on the part of those who inspired and did it to ob- 
tain from Congress an enactment that would fix these prisoners by a 
law in the Territory. In 1873 this Secretary sent to the Indian Com- 
mittee a bill enacting that his prisoners should be taken off his hands 
and held by law in the Territory. And now that diplomacy coming 
in to the aid of force has proved too much for these Indians, it is 
boasted that fifty millions of civilized people have been more thana 
match for five hundred barbarous Poncas, and have wrung out of 
them, out of their very despair, their consent to remain in the Indian 
Territory. When the President, moved by 2 public doubt in this mat- 
ter, sent a commission to the Territory to make plain the real condi- 
tion of things and to report to him, (I use the words of the commis- 
sion,) what justice and humanity required to be done, they, on the 
ground, while meeting evidence from the lips of the Indians that they 
were willing to stay there, felt that justice and humanity required 
that in any redress of grievances they should be permitted to choose 
their home either in the Indian Territory or in Dakota. The Presi- 
dent, in that manly message so creditable to his head and his heart 
with which he communicated to Congress that report, urged upon 
Congress that redress, but upon the condition that the Poneas should 
have free choice of their home in the Indian Territory or in Dakota. 

Thereupon the man who set in motion this work held these men 
under the strong power of the Government, to use the language of 
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General Miles, as prisoners, undertook to arraign tho coms; 
before a committee of this body for recommending that t ne Ts 
have permission to seek their home in either the Indian Territ, a 
in Dakota as they chose, and has prepared a bill and sent it t ; 
mittee of this body providing that it shall not be lawfy] for —? 
choose their home between the Indian Territory and Dakota. o>, 
relief can come through Congress to them which containg the: 1 
choice except it be over the opposition of the man who «in, 2” 
letter. ee oe 
Sir, this is the record of the Ponca Indians; this ig ¢} 
acter of that proceeding out of which this great wrong 
upon that people. I have shown who, with full knowledva of t} = 
facts, ordered it to be done. I have shown who, in carrying on: 
purpose, has laid violent hands upon human rights for the Tast thre 
years; and I have shown who it is that stands now in the way be pe 
redress to that people that does not take away from them the rich: 
to choose their home, whether it be in the Indian Territory o... 
their old home in Dakota. _ 
The man who has this record upon his official acts wil] take hj 
place in the court where men’s acts are tried not in the prosecut ‘ 
chair. He is the last man to arraign a Senator in his place tor the 
discharge of his official duty. To the criticisms of this Senate. ;, 
which I have had a seat for six years, and above that, to the cr bs 
cisms of that Commonwealth which has trusted me so long and 
much, I will ever bow; but I will not listen to the man with t 
record upon him who comes to arraign me for my official acts. | 
submit to the Senate whether it is becoming such a man to stalk: ints 
this Senate Chamber, with the mace of executive authority in his 
hands, and attempt to lecture a member of this body upon the manye 
in which he discharges his duty here. 
Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President 
Mr. WALLACE. I ask for the regular order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair.) Thy 
Chair will first lay before the Senate some bills from the House o; 
Representatives for reference. ; 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills from the House of Representatives were seyer- 
ally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on Pep. 
sions : 
A bill (H. R. No. 1102) granting a pension te John S. Corlett; 
A bill (H. R. No. 4610) granting a pension to Mary Leggett; ani 
A bill (H. R. No. 5677) granting a pension to Stephen P. Benton 
The bill (H. R. No. 6535) to allow marshals and deputy marshals t 
take bond in certain cases was read twice by its title, and referred t 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The bill (H. R. No. 3520) to establish a port of delivery at Indian- 
apolis, in the State of Indiana, was read twice by its title, and r 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


KANAWHA RIVER TOLLS. 
Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolution; which wes 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Whereas appropriations have been made for ten years past by Congress for t 
improvement of the Great Kanawha River of West Virginia under tho direction of 
the War Department; and 

Whereas a company calling itself the Kanawha Board, under some pre 
authority, not of Congress, assumed to levy and collect tolls on the con 
said river from the town of Charleston to the mouth of tie river flowing 
Ohio: Therefore, ; a ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed to inquire into the fact 
and authority of the said Kanawha Board's levy of tolls on navigable waters 0 
United States accessible from other States and waters than those of West Virgiu! 
and to report such remedy as shall seem expedient. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, 

Mr. WALLACE. I gave notice on Wednesday that I should ask 
the Senate to hear me this morning upon the constitutional amend- 
ment submitted by myself. I yielded the floor to the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] for a personal explanation, and I trust 
the Senate will permit meto go on now in accordance with the notice 
heretofore given. gh 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection. : 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, on the 28th of January last I had 
the honor to submit for the consideration of the Senate joint resolu- 
tion No. 148, proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which is in these words: Ph 

That hereafter the President and Vice-President of the United States suau v* 
chosen by the people of the respective States in the manner following : age: 

Each State ghall be divided by the Legislature thereof into districts, ent ae 
number to the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which _ at 
may be entitled in the Congress of the United States, the said districts to by = 
posed of contiguous territory, and to contain, as nearly as may be, an ogee of 

ser of persons entitled to be represented under the Constitution, and to be s after 
for the first time immediately after the ratification of this amendment, an os ~ 
ward at the session of the Legislature next ensuing the apportionment of “9 Prat 
sentatives by the Congress of the United States; but no alteration after the _ 
or after each decennial,formation of districts shall take effect at the next — 
election after such alteration is made. That on the first Tuesday in the moot a 
November of the year 184, and on the same days in every fourth year ed 
the citizens of each State who possess the qualifications requisite for = a. 

the most numerous branch of the State Legislature shall meet at the p 7 . z 

vided by State law within their respective districts and vote by secret bal hall not 
President and Vice-President of the United States, one of whom at least eine 
be an inhabitant of the same State with the voter; and the person  ceaanell 
the greatest number of votes for President and the one receiving t , iden to 
number of votes for Vice-President in each district shall each be tho board 
have received one vote, which fact shall be immediately certified to the 0% 
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seaers of the State, to each of the Senators in Congress from such State, 
: ate Presid ntof the Senate. The votes shall be canvassed and the result 
to he t ascertained from the returns by the governor, the chief justice of 

h distric® © of law, and the secretary of State of the proper State, who shall 
eg > ard of State canvassers, and they shall certify the result in said 
Speaker of the House of Representatiqes of the United States within 
vove after the election, and their certificate shall be conclusive proof of such 
aye Congress of the United States shall be in session on the second Mon- 
: ‘in the year 1885, and on the same day in every fourth year there- 

. Speaker of the House of Representatives, in the presence of the 
nan ot Tt presentatives, shall open all the certificates, and the votes 
counted by the two Houses in joint convention met. The person 
mber of votes for President shall be President, and the per 
number of votes for Vice-President shall be Vice-Presi- 





s bos 





bruary 


e greatest nu 
g the greatest 
the United States 
; amendment contemplates a change in that provision of the 
* tution of the United States which regulates the eleetion of 
resident und Vice-President by substituting for the electoral col- 
” <a direct vote of the people for the candidates themselves. The 
2 cal college lias failed to answer the purposes for which those 
ho riginated it intended it. It was thought at the time of the for- 
Of the Constitution that the substitution of a body of intelli- 
+ and leading citizens between the people and the candidates 
1] enable the country, in the event of difficulty, to depend upon 
‘ndement, integrity, and high position for the solution of those 
‘enlties. ‘The reverse of this has proved to be the fact in practice, 
ty discipline, party caucus, and the recognized will of party con- 
compel the electors to vote for the candidates named in their 
‘- caucus. Itis the purpose of this resolution to substitute the will 
f the people directly expressed for this system. I submit it now 
with no hope of itsimmediate adoption, but as a contribution to the 
‘tation from Which alone a change can come. 
T'] e features of the system are: 
First. The division by the Legislature of each State into districts, 
onal in number to the whole number of Senators and Representa- 
ives to Which such State is entitled in Congress. Delaware, for in- 
stanee, would be entitled to 3 votes, and would be divided by its 
vn Legislature into three districts. 
second. The people are to vote in these districts, at an uniform 
e, directly for their candidate for President and Vice-President, 
of whom, as at present, shall not be a citizen of the State in 
the voter resides. 
The person having the highest number of votes in each 
a plurality being sufficient) to be entitled to one vote out 
the whole number to which the State is entitled. Pennsylvania 
ving 29 votes would have probably cast 10 democratic and 19 repub- 
ican votes at the recent election. 
Fourth. The returns of these votes to be made to the governor, 
hief-justice, and secretary of State, who shall canvass and return 
the same, which shall be conclusive proof of how the State voted. 
Fifth. The votes thus returned to be counted by the two Houses 
nt convention met. 
Sixth. The person having the highest number of votes from all of 
the districts voting (a plurality being suflicient) to be elected. 
Seventh. The qualifications of voters, the division of the State 
to districts, and the canvass of individual votes to be under con- 
| of the State and the mo@e of voting to be the secret ballot. 
rhe districts are to be formed after each census of the United States 
1a8 been taken, and are first to be formed immediately after the 
idoption of the amendment. No change in the districts can take 
flect at the first election after such change. 
The qualifications of electors,as now prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States for members of Congress, are preserved, and 
the universality of a secret ballot isenforced. The votes cast in each 
strict by the electors, when computed by the election officers, are 
to be returned to the State canvassing board, and whoever shall have 
received the highest number of votes in such district shall be held to 
lave received one vote. The whole number of votes cast for each 
andidate in all the districts in any State are to be ascertained by a 
canvassing board, composed of the governor, chief-justice, and secre- 
‘ary of State, and they are within sixty days after the election to 
ertily the number of votes by districts received by each candidate 
i each State to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. This 
return is to be the only and conclusive proof of the result in that 
‘tate, The returns thus made to the Speaker of the House are to be 
ald before the two Houses in joint convention met, at the usual time, 
“ud Uiey are authorized and empowered there to count the vote and 
veiermine the result. The candidate for President and Vice-Presi- 
vent, respectively, receiving the highest number of votes out of the 
sole Dumber of districts voting, shall be declared elected President 
nd Vice-President of the United States, thus substituting the plu- 
‘ality vote both in the districts and of the districts for the majority 
‘ue of the States or of the electoral colleges which is now in oper- 


n 
10n, 


I will be noted that this system changes, first, the electoral college 
‘0a direet vote by the people in districts; second, the plurality or 
jinn district contribute one vote to the election of Presi- 
of the x ice-President directly ; third, the State has entire control 
cel Home oe and the certificate thereof to Congress; fourth, the 
fifth ae S, acting together, are given sole power to count the votes ; 
eae on a for a majority of the electoral college and for action 
peneed ent by the House of Representatives voting by States is dis- 
With, and the plurality rule by districts adopted. 
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The district system is no new thought in the polities of this eoun- 
try. It found its origin in the constitutional convention of 1787. on 
the motion of Judge Wilson, of Pennsylvania, and it was initiated 
in Congress in the very early days of our history. It has been elab- 
orated and enforced from time to time by leading Senators and mem 
bers of the House, as an abstract of our history, which I give herewith, 
will prove: 

This is not a process of entire and absolute consolidation by a d 
rect vote of the whole people of all the States, but it is a vote by the 
people, in the districts made by the State, directly for the candidates, 
which votes are to be returned to State authority and conclusive); 
certified thereby as the result of State action. In this respect it is as 
different from an universal vote throughout the whole country ascer 
taining results by its aggregate as is the present system from 
direct vote by the people. 

One of the leading purposes to be attained by this amendment is 
representation of the minority in each State, and as a consequence 
the destruction and absolute eradication of sectionalism. Under this 
system in the last election Pennsylvania would have probably 
chosen nineteen electors for Garfield and ten for Hancock, while 
Virginia would have given eight for Hancock and three for Gartield. 
It is simple and direct, but it professes to contain no new thought. 
It is the mere application of what we have come to recognize as the 
American system of elections to the practical working of the Fed- 
eral Constitution in the election of President and Vice-President 

In the elections of our county and State officials as well as in the 
election of members of Congress, the person having the highest num- 
ber of votes, whether he have a majority or a minority, is the chosen 
candidate, but at present under the Federal system a majority of the 
whole electoral vote, or of the States in the House of Representa 
tives, is required. I can see no suflicient reason now for this differ- 
ence, if the just voice of each State can be preserved. Our experi- 
ence teaches us that there is no longer any necessity for the continu- 
ance of the rigid majority rule. State equality in the Senate and 
State independence >in its vote are, by the district system as herein 
embodied, fully preserved. 

I can see no practical reason for compelling a majority of all the 
States, as such, to be obtained either by the useless processes of the 
electoral colleges or, failing that, of the vote by the House of Repre- 
sentatives by States, with all its dangers of civil war, corruption, and 
anarchy. ‘The preservation and recognition of the equal and inde- 
pendent voice of each State and of the minority as well as of the 
majority of its people is to my mind the vital thought, and although 
a plurality elects, my judgment is that we will as frequently elect a 
majority President under the district system as under the system now 
in operation. 

There can be no good reason, as I see it, why a plurality of the 
American people should not control when they have fair opportu- 
nities and free suffrage in the selection of their rulers; nor can I con- 
ceive any reason why it is essential now to preserve the old thought 
that a majority of the States should cast their electoral votes for any 
candidate before there is an election, in face of the fact that he 
is often ina minority of the whole people. Under the present system 
there are many instances in which while the candidate elected has 
a majority of the electoral colleges he has a minority of the people. 
This was notably the case in 1876, as it was in 1360 and is in the re- 
cent election to a smaller extent. It seems to me better to err in the 
other direction if we musterratall. For all purposes needed to effect 
Federal results, the thought that is embodied in our every-day prac- 
tice in electing township, city, county, and State officials and Con- 
gressmen can now well and profitably be embodied in the Federal 
Constitution. 

The lesson of the election just completed by the count by the House 
this week is full of instruction. There are 369 electoral votes. Gar- 
field received 214, Hancock, without Georgia, 144. If New York had 
cast her 35 votes for Hancock, the vote of Georgia would have been 
required to decide the contest, or the House would have been com 
pelled to elect, for with New York voting for Hancock there would 
have been a tie at 179 votes, and a tie in the House voting by States 
would probably have resulted; and thus the peace of the country 
might have been broken by the tremendous convulsions consequent 
on such a condition of affairs. The plurality rule would obviate ali 
this. 

By this amendment the States are not divided into districts upon 
the ratio on which their representation in the lower House of Con- 
gress would be fixed, but there is given to each State as such, in addi- 
tion to its representation in the lower House, her equal representation 
in the Senate. So that while New York has thirty-three members of 
the lower House, she has 35 votes for President; and while Rhode 
Island has but two members of the lower House, she has 4 votes for 
President. By this is preserved State individuality and State con- 
trol, and to my mind sufficient of the Federal system, if we stand by 
the plain reading of the Constitution in other respects. 

The correction of the vicious system of marked ballots is provided 
for also by prescribing a secret ballot, and although this enters the 
domain of State control, its wisdom as well as its necessity seem to 
me to be apparent. 

The danger so apparent to us all in recent years of anarchy and 
confusion from the doubts as to the true method of counting the 
votes for President and Vice-President, and from disputes as to who 
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shall control and declare them, is provided for by the return of the 
State being made conclusive proof and by Congress being made the 
controlling power when in joint convention met. 

These are some of the thoughts to which this amendment gives 


force. I shall endeavor now to elaborate them further and to meet 








some of tl e objection ; to this system tow ard which I have no doubt 
the minds of Senators are tending. ; 
The present system of choosing elect vased upon the constitu- 
tional provision that “each State sh t,in such manner as 
the Levislature thereof may direct,’ tors for President and |} 
Vice-President. The powe1 of the State Legislatures to appoint elect- 
ors themselves, to authorize the people to choose them by ballot upon 
general ticket, and also to choose them in districts, is given by this 
provision. In practice and as a result of popular opinion, they are 
nm w chosen by the peop nevery State upon general ti ket: but our 
history is Se¢ | three of these modes of choice it operation atone 
ime. Instability and opportunity for chicane and management, there- 
fore. ¢ t, which, in so grave a matter, are dangerous in the extreme, 
and an uniform system of universal application, and under whatever 
ontrol, is manifestly better under existing conditions than this com- 


plex arrangement. An uniform system is better than a triple system, 
as popular willis better than either electoral or legislative will. The 
power of party and the sectional line have made the electoral system 





an utter failure, and our people will not tolerate the choice of their 

uers by the Legislatures. Weare left, then, to butthe two systems, 
ne universal dire t vote ol the whole } »( ple ora di vote of the 
people under State control by districts. The first and ¢ atest difti- 
culty in the w: y of an universal direct vote of the whole people of 
ill the States is that it is utter destruction of the federative system 
and produces practical consolidation. By it, State lines are obliter- 
ated and State independence and equality are lost sight of. Under 
t a few populous States voting for a candidate popular there, would 


verwhelm the remainder, or by the division of their people a 
State giving a large majority for one candidate would outweig 
oice of many larger ones. In the lateelection the majority in 
for one candidate was greater than the aggregate majorities it 
York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio for the other. 
The preservation of the federative system utterly forbids the uni- 
ersal direct vote. It would not aid in the destruction of sectional 
feeling, but the very reverse, for the tendency of majorities is always 
to grow, and when based upon passion or interest, sectional majorities 
nvariably increase. Such a rule would perpetuate bitterness, for 
the result would demonstrate that there was a nearly equal division 
of the people of one section and a decided preponderance of those of 
the other which would overcome the former. An universal direct 
vote can never be had, except under a new compact in which the 
smaller States will agree to surrender their equality and independence, 
and this is neither desired nor desirable. 

Under the system of a direct vote by districts, each State has pre- 
cisely the same relative weight as now. Pennsylvania would cast 
twenty-nine votes; she has now twenty-nine electors and twenty- 
nine members of Congress. Rhode Island would cast four votes; she 
has now four electors and four members of Congress. It is true that 
in the election by the people in districts a part of the districts would 
vote for one person and a part for another, so that the result would 
be to some extent national more than State; but this is the case with 
members of the House of Representatives now, and the small States 
have due and full weight and power in the fact that the large States 
are nearly all closely divided in polities, and the votes of the districts 
will follow in nearly the same proportion. A gerrymander is the 
only argument against this, but even the worst of gerrymanders is 
preferable to the dangers and evils of the present system. 

It has been well said that— 


Texas 
i 


New 


fraud. Where the condition of parties is nearly balanced in a State, a successful 
fraud may determine the vote of the whole State. This puts the whole votes of 
States in the hands of the large cities The material with which to perpetrate 
frauds predominates especially in large cities, such as New York Philadelphia, Bos- 
ton, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Saint Louis, and New Orleans. Under the district sys- 
tem the frauds in the large cities would only affect the vote in the district in which 
they occurred, and could not, in their consequences, extend to the vote of the whole 
State. Dut under the present system the successful city fraud may determine the 
vote of the whole Stat 

Where the fraud will only affect the vote of a single district, the temptations to 
commit it are greatly diminished. Men will not take the risks and incur the ex- 
pense of committing a great fraud to carry the vote of a single district, which they 
would do if the result of the fraud was to determine the vote of the whole State, 

| perhaps secure the election of a President. 


Under the present system, the State voting solidly, there is great temptation to 








rhe electoral system is an election by States and not by the people, 
and in effect prevents the voter from expressing his choice for Presi- 
deut unless he follows party caucus or convention, and even then he 
cannot vote directly for the man of his choice. This rule works re- 
sults which are more aristocratic than republican. Sectional lines 
will be broken up by the district system, and “ a promiscuous division 
of sentiment extending over the whole nation and not capable of 
being delineated by State lines or the course of rivers” will take the 
place of a solid North and a solid South. Geographical locality will 
not so completely identify the political character of the voter as now, 
for each candidate will find votes in every section. 

Mr. Pickens said in the House in 1°14: 

By any mode of giving an entire vote to each State the will of the majority of 
the people of the Union is not certain to prevail. A State however divided will 
give the same united vote with a State however una»‘~cus. 
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’ 
A reason against any mode of giving the undivided vote of 4 a & 
others the most important, and most affecting the vital interests o¢ joo! al 
its tendency toward a geographical severance of parties. By t}, a tipe-s Union, ig 
defense all the States must adopt such a mode, unless a uniform “yt OF Belf 
lished ; indeed, they have nearly all so acted at the late election os en ate eta 
mous votes ; and by this means a whole section of the Union, with a sms) 
voted for one individual while the opposite section supported his a *s 
hese sections are divided by regular State lines. Now does a Chief 11, 
elected appear to represent the whole Union; and will not a g; cone 
titions of such events naturally draw the opposite part oking tov 
opponents to look directly across this divisional lin ial: 
A direct vote of the people for the candidate of their eh, 

right, and the electoral system was a device of those w) 2 
trust the people, to deprive them of this right. The electors 

. . . . . Vid 
was regarded with suspicion and aversion by the adherents of 1. 
son. Alexander Hamilton, the father of the federal party 
sired the establishment of a strong national government's 
favored a life tenure for the President, subject only to impeach» 
was the author of the electoral svstem. The historical fact . 


the electoral college is simply a relic of the aristocratic theory oj 
: ry of 


ernment insisted upon by the old-time federalists. It was hee, 
by the earlier democrats because they were obliged to take tt 
stitution as a whole and could not accept or reject it in part. 

Mr. Hamilton writing in the Federalist (paper No. 68) refers ; 
manner of choosing the President provided for in the Constity 
the following language: 

It was desirable that the sense of the people should operat 
person to whom so important a trust was to be contided. u 
swered by committing the right of making it not to any pre-establish: 
to men chosen by the people for the special purpose and at the particular 
ure. It was equally desirable that the immediate election should be 
most capable of analyzing the qualities adapted to the station, ar ir f 
cumstances favorable to deliberation onl to a judicions combination of 
reasons and inducements that were proper to govern their choice. A small 
of persons selected by their fellow-citizens from the general mass wil] | 
likely to possess the information and discernment requisite to so comp] 
investigation ; 

Distrust of the popular will cannot be more clearly express: 
in the language,just quoted. The advocates of a strong govern 
had no faith in the ability of the people to govern themselves, 
constant aim was to concentrate the powers of government 
hands of a select few. Among other instrumentalities employ: 
them to carry out their purposes was the electoral college. T)y 
sired that the power to select the President should be vested 
small number of citizens.” They believed the popular mass incay 
ble of making an intelligent choice, and therefore they devise: 
plan by which, to quote the language of Hamilton, the immed 
election would be “made by men capable of analyzing the qualit 
adapted to the station.” But the design of the federalists wa 
trated by the democratic influences, which have finally made th 
electors mere agents for the registry of the popular will. Instead o 
exercising their own choice, as they are empowered to do by the Cor 
stitution, they simply cast their votes as they are directed by that por- 
tion of the people who choose them at the ballot-box. Nevertheless 
the electoral machinery itself is the same old aristocratic contrivance 
which now by common consent has become useless for any purpose 
save to thwart the people in expressing their choice, and, as w 
know, is dangerous in its execution. 

In the convention of 1787, Pennsylvania was the only State voting 
for the election of President by popular vote, and her sons, Wilson 
and Morris, advocated with power and eloquence the system of elee- 
tion in districts by the popular vote. This proposition received but 
the votes of Pennsylvania and Maryland. Her sons believe now, as 
Franklin, Morris, Wilson, Jackson, and Benton taught, “the State 
is the people,” and the expression of their voice by their direct vote 
under the federative and not the national system is, I believe, their 
wish now. In the debate in the Virginia convention on the adoption 
of the Constitution, James Monroe, afterward President of the United 
States, said, referring to the mode of electing the President contained 
in the Constitution : 

The President might be elected by the people, dependent upon them, at 
sponsible for maladministration. As this is not the case I must disapprove of tis 
clause in its present form. 





















In President Jackson’s first annual message he earnestly pressed 
upon Congress the importance of so amending the Constitution 2s 

: ; ; ; , i masident 
dispense with all intermediate agencies in the election of Presid 
and Vice-President. Said he: 

To the people belongs the right of electing their Chief Magistrate ; 
designed that their choice should in any case be defeated, either by the wi 
tion of electoral colleges, or by the agency confided, in certain contingenar 
the House of Representatives. 

. . 


* * * 


was never 





inter 





7 


I would therefore recommend such an amendment of the Constitution as ma, 
move all intermediate agency in the election of President and V ice-Pres en ee 
mode may be so regulated as to preserve to each State its present relativ’ hae 
in the election; anda failure in the first attempt may be provided for by continit 
the second to a choice between the two highest candidates. 








. . . ° . .. sarvice tO a 
He recommended also a limitation of the presidential service “ 


single term of four or six years. re « + hte 
General Jackson renewed the above recommendation in each hy 
seven annual messages following; and he was especially es 
his desire to prevent any election for President ever being determin 
by the House of Representatives. uc | a 
“The arguments in behalf of the popular vote by districts white 
have been made by statesmen of the past are so fall and convinclds 
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, ++ is only necessary to read them to be convinced. Jackson, Van 

: ua, Benton, Calhoun, Dickerson of New Jersey, McDaftie, Pickens, 

2 eon, Morton, and scores of others are on record in its advocacy, 

1] Vy ar rument is complete when I bring to the notice of the Sen- 

the country their reasons for their belief through an abstract 
. story of their measures for its accomplishment. 








IDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT.—PLANS PROPOSED IN THE FEDERAL 
CONVENTION. 


mund Randolph, of Virginia : 


™ | executive be instituted, to be chosen by the nat rl levislature.— 
; Debates, 128. 
ted—eight States against two. (Jdid., page 144 
vionted unanimously. (Lbid., page 324.) 
ny James Wilson, of Pennsylvania : 
o States be divided into —— districts, and that the persons qualified to 


) district for members of the first branch of the national legislature 


anes O 
ly, —— person- in whom the executive authority of the national 


f them, so met, shall proceed to elect by ballot, but not out of 
¢ shall be vested.—Jbid., 143. 


ov 








vocatived 2 to8. (JLbid., page 144.) 
By Elbridge Gerry, of Massachusetts : 
64 e national executive should be elected by the ezecutives of the States.—5 
: Debates, 174 

dejecte j- nays we Delaware divided. (Jbid., page 174.) 

‘ The original draught of article 2, section 1 of the Constitution, 
is finally adopte d, provided that in case there was no choice by the 
electors “the Senate shall choose by ballot the President” from the 

highest on the list. Reported by committee of eleven. (Jbid., 


_ John Rutledge, of South Carolina, proposed election of Presi- 
t by joint ballot of the two houses of congress. (J bid., page 472.) 
Gouverneur Morris, of Pennsylvania, moved to strike out “ national 

egislature” from Randolph’s proposition and insert “ citizens of the 


ted States.” Lost—yea (Pennsylvania) 1, nays 9. (Jbid., pages 322- 


ag 


. By Alexander Hamilton : 
supreme executive authority of the United States to be vested in a gov- 
to be elected to serve during good behavior, the election to be made by 
s, chosen by electors, chosen by the people in the election districts afore- 
hy districts into which he proposed the States should be divided 
the election of senators. (5 Elliot’s Debates, 205. ) 

~, By Oliver Ellsworth, of Connecticut: 

To be chosen by electors, appointed by the legislatures of the States in the fol- 
ng ratio, to wit: one for each State not exceeding 200,000 inhabitants; two for 
above that number and not exceeding 300,000 ; and three for each State exceed- 

000 
: The question being divided on the first part, “ shall the President be 

. chosen by electors?” Carried—yeas 6, nays 3. On second part, “shall 
electors be chosen by the State legislature?” Carried—yeas 8, nays 
2 2, (Lbid., page 333.) 

1, By Mr. Wilson, of Pennsylvania, (as 2 compromise :) 

That the executive be chosen by electors to be taken by lot from the national 
y egislature.—5 Elliot's Debates, 362. 

10, The plan finally adopted (section 1, article 2 of the Constitution) 
; agreed to by a vote of 10 to 1 on Sherman’s motion to strike out 





, atives shall immediately choose by ballot one of them for President, 
the members from each State having one vote.” (Jbid., pages 519, 520.) 
: _(Nore.—It was the almost unanimous opinion of members of the 
: Federal Convention, that if the executive should be chosen by the na- 
onal legislature he should be ineligible asecond time. (Jbid., page 
As a compromise and to guard against evils incident to election by | 

. ingress, Gouverneur Morris moved that choice be made “ by electors 
; chosen by the people of the several States.” (Jbid., page 473.) 

2. ARGUMENTS IN THE FEDERAL CONVENTION 

_vouverneur Morris, of Pennsylvania, opposed a choice by Congress. 

W as in favor of election “ by the people at large, by the freeholders 
of the country,” on the ground that there can be no “combination of 


populous States;” that the people at large will always be well in- 
lormed as to “the great and illustrious characters who merit their 
esteem and confidence,” and that “if chosen by the national legislature 
will not be independent of it;” and if not independent, “ usurpa- 
‘on and tyranny will be the consequence.” (5 Elliot’s Debates, 322 


Oy 
» On ’ ’ 


~), ood, ) 


(Mr. Wilson, of Pennsylvania, favored the district system, and opposed 
is those »y national legislature, on the ground that “the executive 
1) at Case would be too dependent to stand the mediator between 
im and Sinister views of the representatives a 1 the gen- 
“, lverties and interests of the people.” (Jbid., page 323. 

Mr. Madison, in favoring a choice by electors, said: 

If it be a fundamental principle of free government that the legislative, execu- 


ne 
20 
Wve } 


| indopandudiciary powers should be separately exercised, it is equally so that they be 
executive ae. There is the same, and perhaps greater, reason why the 
' A coalition of th ne independent of the legislature than why the judiciary should. 
gerous to publi © two former powers would be more immediately and cer tainly dan- 
I public liberty. * * * He was disposed, for these reasons, to refer the 


appoi ~ . is 
Ppolntment to some other source. The people at large was, in his opinion, the 





| the Vice-Pres 


: embers for their respective districts to be electors of the executive | 
~aew: that the saidelectors of the executive magistracy meet at——and | 


“Senate shall immediately close ” and insert “ the House of Represent- | 


fittest in itself. The people generally could only know and vote for some citizen 
whose merits had rendered him an object of general attention and esteem Chere 
was one difficulty, however, of a serious nature attending an immediate choice by 


the people. The right of suffrage was much more diffusive in the Northern than 





the Southern States, and the latter could have no influence in the election. on the 
| score of the negroes. The substitution of electors obviated this difficulty. and 
| seemed, on the whole, to be liable to fewest objections,—5 F ’s Debates 237 


ARTICLE II, SECTION 1, CLAUSES 1 AND 2 OF CONSTITUTION— t PRESED 






The executive power shall b 
America. He shall hold his office d 


President of the United s 
m of four years, and to 
n, be elected as follows 

Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof ry « a 
number of electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives to 
which the State may be entitled inthe Congress: but no Senator or Representa 
or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United Stat ] 
pointed an elector 














. + ? " Tey ? a) } y } “, « wml } . 
See twelfth amendn , which supersedes and annuls clause 3 of 
‘tiala» tinn 7 

articie ~, section I. 
ARTICLE H, SECTION 1—THE TWELFTH AMENDMENT. 


1. The old system.—The difficulties attending the election of Jefifer- 
son and Burr were anticipated as early as 1797. The mode of elec- 
tion provided in section 1 of article 2 was regarded as fatally defect 
ive. Theelection of a Chief Magistrate had provoked more discussion 
in the Federal Convention than any other feature of the Constitu- 
tion, and the ill-digested compromise finally effected was the least 
satisfactory to the members of that body. As the electoral system 
was regarded in Congress with less favorthan any other part of the 
Constitution its reform was the subject of the first important amend- 
ment proposed. The statesmen of that period foresaw the dangers 
that would result from uncertainty in the mode of electing a Chief 
Magistrate, and accordingly William Smith, of South Carolina, in the 
House, January 6, 1797, proposed an amendment tothe effect that ‘ the 
electors of President and Vice-President be directed to designate 
whom they vote for as President, and for whom as Vice-President.” 
(Annals, Fourth Congress, page 1224.) 

The same proposition was renewed in the House by Mr. Foster, of 
New Hampshire, February 16,1799. (Annals, Fifth Congress, page 
2919.) 

And in the Senate, by Humphrey Marshall, of Kentucky, January 
24, 1795, in Fifth Congress, requiring electors to write on their bal 
lots the names of persons voted for as President and Vice-President 
(Ibid., page 493.) 

January 24, 1500, a committee of five was appointed by the Senate 
to consider “ what provisions ought to be made by law for deciding 
disputed elections of President and Vice-President, and for determin- 
ing the legality or illegality of the votes given for those oflicers in 
the different States.” (Jbid., Sixth Congress, page 29.) 

February 4, 1300, an amendment was proposed in the House re 
quiring electors to disignate persons voted for as President and Vice- 
President. Tbid., page 510.) 

The district system.—In the House, March 14, 1500, John Nicholas, 
of Virginia, submitted the following amendment: 

That, after the 3d day of March, 1801, the choice of electors of President and 
Vice-President shall be made by dividing each State into a number of districts 
equal to the number of electors to be chosen in such States, and by the persons in 
each of those districts, who shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of 
the most numerous branch of the Legislature of such State, choosing one elector in 
the manner which the Legislature thereof shall prescribe 


Then follows a clause directing the choice of Representatives in the 
same manner. (Annals, Sixth Congress, page 627. 

Referred to committee of five. (/bid., page 725. 

January 22, 1201, the committee of five submitted an elaborate re- 
port te the House, describing the variety of modes practiced in difter- 
ant States under article 2, section 1, declaring that “ a mode of elect- 
ing the President and Vice-President which might at once combine 
the expression of the public sentiments of the people of the respective 
States, with a perfect assurance of the due appointment of the electors 
for that important purpose, is a discovery greatly to be desired,” but 
that it was inexpedient to change the Constitution in the manner pro- 
posed by Mr. Nicholas. (Jbid., pages 941-946.) 

} January 30, 1301, James A. Bayard, of Delaware, submitted a joint 
resolution tothe House providing that when two persons have an equal 


| ; ; ; 
number of electoral votes the House shall immediately choose one of 
| them for President. (Jbid., page 937.) 
‘Referred to committee of fifteen February 2, 1801. (Jbid., page 
990, ) 


| Report made February 6, 1801, embracing rules on which the Jef- 
ferson-Burr contest was decided. (Jbid., pages 1005 to 1011. 
[Note.—The election being thrown into the House, balloting began 


February 11, 1°01, and continued until the 17th, when Jefferson re 





ceived the votes of ten States and Burr those of four. (Jbid., pages 
1022 to 1023. See also National Intelligencer, February 13, 16, and 1%, 
1201. 

Mr. Jetierson, in a letter to James Monroe dated February 15, 1501, 
said : 

Four days of balloting have produced not a single change of a vot Yet it ia 
confidently believed by most that to-morrow there is to be a coalition. I know of 
no foundation for this belief. * * * If they could have been permitted to pass 
alaw for putting the Government into the hands of an officer, they would certainly 
have prevented an election. But we thought it best to declare openly and firmly, 
one and all, that the day such an act passed the Middle States would arm, and that 
no such usurpation, even for a single day, should be submitted to. This first shook 
them, and they were completely alarmed at the resource for which we declared 
+ to wit, a convention to reorganize the Government and toamendit. The very word 


ye omngn~as 


Smeg EE eet 





od 


convention gives them the horrors, as in the 


they fear they should lose some of the faverite morsels of the Con 
attempts have been made to obtain terms and promises from m 
to them unequivocally that I would not re 


that I would not go into it with my hands 
354 


The necessity of a change after the events of 1501 


The Legislature of New York proy 


submitted to the House by Mr. Wal 


lker, providing f 


ignation of persons voted for as President 


nals, Seventh Congress, page 509. 
February 20, 1802, Mr. Stanley, 
lutions by the Legislati 


of North Carolina, submitted reso- 


} 
re of that St 
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» present democratical spirit of America 
itution. Many 
I have declared 
ceive the Government on capitulation ; 
tied.—Jefferson's We volume 4, page 


of the Whole. No action. 


page &43.) 


+ 


vas apparent. 
vosed an amendment, which was 
r a specific des- | first session, page 797.) 


0 
lent and Vice-President. An- a0 


ate to the same purport. Tbid., 


Vice-P 


resident 


Reported to the House February 19, 1813. 

(I bid., page 1082.) 
An amendment almost identical in language was su 

Pickens, of North Carolina, in the House, January 18, 12) 


Submitted again at next session by Mr. Pickens, Dec; 


Referred to Committee of the Whole. 


ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE REI LI 
By Mr. Pickens, in the House, January 3, 1814: 


rhe object is to establish a uniform mode of choosing electoy 


FEBRUARY l] 


Refer 


rred to Com, 


bmitted } 


ckens, *mber 2 
(Lbid., Thirteenth C 


SOLUTI 


AE Tl 


TS Of Pre 


page 629, 


; and that mode to be by the free, fair, and direct vote of 


¥ Mr 


in the districts, qualifying the right of suffrage by the same rules wl 
have prescribed for the choice of Representatives. * * * This Will seen: 
equality in the relative weight of the States. * * * If by this rule an 
gain or lose in relation to its present comparative weight, it will lose o;) 
justice it ought. It illy comports with the dignity or real interests of +) 


Confederacy to suffer this struggling among the States for advantage ou... 
other. oe 


lk 


In the Ho 
posed 


cislat I ti to time, d é h State into dis- 
ole number of Senators and Representatives from such State 
United States, and shall direct the mode of choosing an 
ident and Vice-President in each of said districts, who shall be 
ens having the qualifications requisite for electors of the most nu- 
of the Sta ecislature ; and that the districts so to be constructed 
may be, of contiguous territory, and of equal proportion 
of population, except where there may be any detached portion of territory not of 
self sufficient to form a district, which then shall be annexed to some other por- 
tion nearest, thereto; which districts, when so divided, sh remain unalterable 
til a new census of the United States shall be taken 
Sec. 2. That, inall futureelections of President and Vice-President, the persons 
voted for shall be particularly designated by declaring which is voted for as Pres- 
} Vice-President.—Annals, Seventh Congress, page 602. 


He then pointed out how, under the operation of the second 
of section 1, article 2 of the Constitution, State Legislatures » 
deprive the people of all power of choice, and referred to the apnoj.: 
ment of electors by the Legislature of New Jersey “ at the mom, 
when the people were about to exercise the right of voting fo 
ors.” ‘The same had occurred in North Carolina. , 

Continuing, Mr. Pickens said: 


3 branch 4S 


} 
sist, as nearly 


nt and which a 


3 In each district the candidates will be known either in person or character + 
February 1, 1202, resolutions of the Legislature of Vermont, rec- | people, and they will know the interests of the people whose opinions t 
mmending this amendment, were submitted by Mr. Morris. of that | P&5® to represent, and the persons to W hom they wil be responsible for fai 
F - H Ibid ave 472 . performing their trust. * * * If different sentiments or interests exist j; 
©, VO the ouse. (10id., Page 4/~. ) es s State, those sentiments or interests should in their proper proportion be ppt im 
The amendment proposed February 19, 1802, (the district system,) | the national scale, and the fair results of the whole will point out the true natic 
was taken upin the House May 2, and passed—yeas 47, nays 14. (Jbid., | Tepresentation. Political parties will be less sectional than on any ot! 
1.293 ; F = Where each single district gives a distinct vote, the political character of ; 
similis as , ‘ ss 7 voter will not be so identified by geographical sections, but more intersperse 
on-concurred in by Senate—yeas 15, nays; two-thirds not voting | al) sections of the country. — 
in the affirmative. (J/bid., page 304.) . * . " ‘ 
Renewed at second session, in the House, by Mr. Huger, of New 


York, and referred to the Committee of the Whole. (/hbid., second 


x ee Seventh ¢ ongr 8s, page 449.) Elections will be best secured against intrigue and corruption where t 
Post poned. (1 bid., page 492.) is exercised by the scattered freemen at large. 
October 17, 1503, John Dawson, of Virginia, in the House, proposed ‘ * , : 

an amendment requiring designation of persons voted for as Presi- The proposed method will arrive the nearest at a fair equality between t 

dent and Vice-President. Referred. (Annals, first session Eighth | tive weight of the States. nh 

Congress, page 372.) By any mode of giving an entire vote to cach State the will of the 1 

~ » Pes = the people of the Union is not certain to prevail. A State however dis 
give the same united vote with a State however unanimous. 

A reason against any mode of giving the undivided votes of the Stat 
others the most important and most affecting the vital interests of the U: 
tendency toward @ geographical severance of parties. Ty the principl 
defense all the States must adopt such a mode, unless a uniform plan is est 
indeed, they have nearly all so acted at the late election as to give u 
votes, and by this means a whole section of the Union, with a small « 
voted for one individual, while the opposite section supported his op; 
these sections are divided by regular Statelines. Now, i a Chief Magistrat 
elected appear to represent the whole Union? And will not a small 1 
repetitions of such events naturally draw the opposite parties, in ] 
their opponents, to look directly across this divisional line. 


state 


page 


It is a rule of policy which applies to all public measures, and more esr 


to the concerns of a nation, that next to the object of acting rightly is tha: 
dering gen ral satisfaction. 


2. THE TWELFTH AMENDMENT. 

In the Senate, De Witt Clinton, of New York, on the 21st day of 
October, 1203, proposedthe Twelfth Amendment. (Annals, Eighth 
Congress, first session, page 16.) 

October 22, Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, moved an amendment 
that at next election no person should be eligible who had served 
eight years, and thereafter no person should serve as President more 
than four years in eight. Carried—yeas 16, nays 15. 

rhe proposed amendment was then referred toa committee of five. 

lbid., page 21. 

a long and acrimonious discussion, extending through the 
November, the amendment was adopted by the Senate— 
i 10, on the 4th of December, 1803. (Jbid., page 209.) 
ed to the House December 5. (J bid., page 642.) 
’ House December 8— yeas ho, nay 3 42. T bid., page 775.) 
‘laimed by the Secretary of State September 25 


’s Constitution, page 38.) 


nat 


Under the district plan, he argued, there would be “ 
division of sentiment extending itself over the whole1 
capable of being delineated by State lines or the cour 
(Annals, Thirteenth Congress, first session, pages 828 to 83 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, supported the resolution in : 
»} speech. After describing the union of the federalive and 
principles in the existing mode of choosing a Chief Mag 


M said 


DISTRICT SYS 


anuary 20, 1813, Mr. Turner, in pursuance of instruc- 
‘zislature of North Carolina, proposed an amendment 


s should be divided into districts equal to the 


The amendment now before us is perfectly in character with tl 
this plan. It oversteps none of its outlines; it alters not the ratio 
their duration, their mode of voting, nor the materials of which they a 
It directs only a uniform mode of apppointing them, which practical 
. : with the views of the [federal] convention. * * * It willnarrowt 

electors to have power to fill faction and diminish the scope of intrigue. The political combatants ' 
choosing Representatives and electors | the field fairly. 
ad ‘ * ; * * * 
ntil new census and new tionment. (An- . . . . ; , ; 

— Cae Itis by this method that the voice of the people may be f ) 
second session, page +) may be difference between the relative strength of minorities in al 
but when all the districts are taken into the computation such differ 
equalized. He who obtains the suffrage of more than half of the dis 
all human probability, have a majority of the suffrages of the peop 
it when each State is made to throw all its votes into one scale, how 
citizens of that State may be divided? A majority of the votest 

no evidence of the sanction of a majority of the people. 

When the electors of President are chosen by States, the ru 
is utterly without weight. Let the voice of every part of the nat 
in the appointment of the Chief Magistrate, and the minority in ea 


quires an importance which insures to them respect and political fret 


‘nators and Representatives: 


} + . 
popular Vowe ; 


each district to ap- 


oe 


psdernt 9 


+, ; for 
AASLEICUS 20a 


mittee of sev 


. 


Da cic Nd ene ARl 


r of electors to which the State 
| may be, equal numbers, 
r of free persons, includ- 
Indians not xd, , . } . 31 he Stat 
ones ew Fong od ney wal He argued further that this plan will not deprive the Ste 
19 | ernments “of a single privilege which is necessary to th 
- | or to the full exercise of their peculiar powers,” and contin 


choose on elector. TI 
ch State ll have rto regulate manner of holding ek 
r returns ] } 
electors should not meet at t Ime anc ay empetated See 2 
ing their t a maiority of the electors 1 


ad forthwith shall 
proceed 


Lhe distr 


eie¢ 


A mode of voting which throws the entire voice of each Stave int ) the | 
its favorite candidate, though it may bring about a co-operation of State wits 
in fact disunites the people and breaks them into distinct masses, 5c! ®*" 
eration of State with State, far from being productive of benefit to the nen 
scarcely less to be dreaded than the array of Staie against State. ine opp 
of individuals is harmless, and their union most salutary.—Anm Phirtee 
Congress, first session, pages 835-843. 


The vote, January 4, 1814, in Committee of the 

: . ~~ - ThA ar ‘ 
adopting the resolution was—yeas 57, nays 70. (10id., pas vith the 
The vote in the House, January 31, 1914, on concurring Ww 


to supply the vacancy 
icts for choosing electors of President and Vice-President of the United 
States shall not be altered in any State until an enumeration and an apportionment 
of Representatives shall be made subsequent to a division of the States into dis- 
tricts. The division of the State into districts shall take place as soon as conven- 
iently may be after this amendment shall become a part of the Constitution of the 
United States, and successively afterward, whenever a new enumé 

tionment of Representatives shall be 


session, page 91 


ration and appor- 
made.—Annals, Twelfth Congress, second 








1881. 
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ri nee 


wittee of the Whole in their disagreement—yeas *2, nays 64. 
Vee Lone wo.thirds not voting therefor. ( [bid., page 1196.) 








st, tw the : Tit 
1 . proposition again introduced by Mr. Pickens at the next 
{ ; . ' > ‘ . + ‘ - . 
Ms ton March 6.1816. (Annals, Fourteenth Congress, first session, 
+1 
r tures of Virginia and Nortlt Carolina recommend passage 
the 88 [bid., pages 140-44. ) 
t ynitted again by Mr. Pickens at ne — 
endment submitted again by Mr. Pickens at next session, 
11. 1816. (Jbid., second session, page 256.) 
er 17 Mr. Pickens, in Committee of the Whole, made another 
support of the resolution. He insisted that it proposed 
e eraft NO Dew principle into the Constitution : 
° . ti : 
therefore, which is urged by some, that the features ef oar Gov- 
‘hould not be altered will not applv to the proposed amendment, inas- 
sit embraces no new feature, and fixes upon a uniform rule, rendering 
by the varying views of the States and the changes of factions and 
inn Fourteenth Congress, second session, page 301. 
r,orened further that the federative principle would not be de- 





cad by this plan, “as there is no alteration in the distribution or 
»her of electors.” (Zbid., page 305.) 





= Mr. Root, of New York, repeated the arguments of the opposition, 
w sioh were, in brief, that the proposed amendment destroyed the fed- 
Z tive principle, and invaded the rights of the States. 
Mr. Hammond, of New York, followed in support of the resolution. 
nsisted that it ‘‘ would increase the value of the electoral fran- 
ae He was willing that— 

e influence of the great States in their corporate capacity in the election of a 
president should bediminished. * * * Ifthe people are not their own worst en- 
omies let your electors be created immediately by and come directly from the peo- 

: “J, When you do that, and not until then, you will be certain that your Presi- 

ni dent holds his office by the consent and at the request of a majority of the people 
er whom he presides.—Annals, Fourteenth Congress, second session, pages 
06-1 





lohn C. Calhoun, then a member of the House, in the course of his 
gument declared that— 

The proposed amendment, if adopted, would remove evils which experience has 

wn to exist, and which in fature time, if uncorrected, may menace the existence 

the Republic.—Jbid., page 311. 

Discussion was renewed in the House December 12. 

John Randolph, of Virginia, opposed the resolution on the ground 
that, in his judgment, ‘it contemplated an abridgment of the powers 

the States;” declaring at the same time that the existing mode 

vas a mockery—a shadow of a shade.” (Jbid., page 324.) 

Robert Wright, of Maryland, supported the resolution. He argued 
that “the adoption of this amendment will produce uniformity in the 
mode and stability in its duration.” (Annals, Fourteenth Congress, 
second session, page 326.) 

There was then some discussion on an amendment proposed by Mr. 
Jewett, of Vermont, that TWO electors be chosen by the State Legislatures, 

s these two would represent the independent sovereignty of the 
State, while the other electors would represent population in propor- 
tion to numbers, or, in other words, the popular principle. (Jbid., 
page ,) 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, was inclined to favor the latter 
roposition, but would support the original resolution. After refer- 
ng to the fact that the Legislatures of New York, Pennsylvania, 
North Carolina, Massachusetts, and Virginia had each sanctioned and 
recommended the adoption of the Pickens amendment, he argued 
that it affects the power of the States only by narrowing their dis- 
cretion as to the mode of appointing electors. It does not deprive 
them of any beneficial power, “or of any power available to them by 
way of securing an equilibrium against Federal authority. The fact 
8, it only takes away from them a matter of detail and regulation, 
nerous in itself, furnishing the materials for factious intrigue and 
aneuver, and productive of no advantage to the States.” ‘If the 
proposed amendment should communicate some additional power to 
esmaller States, it would be but to restore the ratio fixed by the 
riginal compact.” (Ibid., page 333-36.) 

Mr, Benjamin Huger, of South Carolina, argued that both the 
1 and popular principles are preserved intact by the Pickens 
= ament, s (Lbid., page 3 42.) . 
t involved the immediate agency of the people in choosing the 
dent, and yet left the power of the States unimpaired. Each 
uld have two additional electors for the two Senators. Con- 
ug, he said: 

creat and important object would be obtained. All danger from geograph- 

mons and Jealousies on the approach of an election would be done away. 
ail the different interests of each State but all the various and compli- 
erests scattered throughout the vast extent of the whole United States 
ive a fall and efficient voice in the election of the Executive. The East, 


the North, and the South would each have its proportionate influence in 


and no one or two geographical portions or divisions of the Union, by 
intrigue, or otherwise, would be enabled to overwhelm the others. 
let M igistrate would consequently be, as was intended, emphatically the 

© whole people and of all the different interests throughout the Union, 
»Y the people in conformity to the ratio established upon the Federal and 
/ Prine] les ingrafted on the Constitution.—Annals, Fourteenth Congress, 
* Session, pages 345, 346. 


ihe Pj 








Pickens amendment was adopted in Committee ot the Whole 
ver 20, 1816—yeas 87, nays 51. Reported to the House and 
‘on the table, ( Ibid., pages 355, 356.) 
sates *ist of January, 1817, Mr. Pickens submitted resolutions of 
uth Carolina Legislature urging the adoption of his amend- 
lbid., page 694. ) ; 


) ’ 
en 


(bn +} 


0 went, 


Mahlon Dickerson, Senator from New Jersey, in obedience to in- 
structions from the Legislature of that State, submitted a proposed 
amendment, December 23, 1817, similar to the Pickens amendment, 
except that two electors should be appointed by each State in such 
manner as the Legislature might direct. (Annals, Fifteenth Congress, 
first session, pages 65-136.) 

Referred to committee of five. (Jbid., page 67.) 

Called up February 11, and elaborately discussed by Senator Dick- 
erson, who said: 

I will venture to predict that whenever the dissolution of our present form of 
Government shall take place, it will be in consequence of a failure to come at e 
just expression of the public will in the choice of a President.—Jbid., page 179 

He argued that it is ‘‘an inadmissible construction of section | of article 2 of the 
Constitution that the Legislatures of the States shall direct how they themselves 
shall appoint electors; '’ that if such practice is ‘an infringement of the Constitu 
tion, of which it will hardly be denied there is a well-founced doubt, then it is 
highly expedient that the constitutional remedy of amendment be applied. 

He insisted that it had been the aim in some of the large States 
“to secure to the dominant party an undue influence by suppressing 
the voice of the minority. This system of defeating every purpose 
of a fair election has become an art and a science, and is known by 
the technical term of gerrymandering.” (Jbid., page 181.) 

Mr. Dickerson then reverted to the action of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania in 1201,and that of New Jersey in 1808, to show how 
uncertain the existing system is in its operation and how liable to 
abuse. Continuing, he said: 

The probable result of the votes of all the districts, where numerous, would be 
as fair an expression of the public will as can be possibly obtained unless we resort 
to a general vote of the people at large.—ZJ bid., page 184. 

Perhaps the larger States will feel a reluctance to adopt a measure which will in 
some degree curtail their power of forming combinations with each other, and thus 
controlling their sister States ; but the very disposition thus to combine and control 
is a dangerous and tyrannical principle, and if attempted would lead to counter com- 
binations onthe partof the middle size andsmaller States. * * * Their combina- 
tions and their collisions are about equally to bedreaded. * * * There is great 
simplicity in the plan of single districts; they are but little subject to confusion 
and mistakes, and as they are to be modeled but once in ten years, there will be 
but little difficulty in their arrangement. * * * The present awnendment, if 
adopted, introduces no new principle into the Constitution. * * * It does not 
abridge the just rights of any State, but adds to the security of all. * * * It 
will suppress those extensive and dangerous intrigues which agitate the Union at 
the approach of every presidential election.—A nnals, Fifteenth Congress, first ses- 
sion, page 15. 

Nathaniel Macon, of North Carolina, March 9, 1818, argued in sup- 
port of the Dickerson resolution. (J/bid., page 187.) 

The amendment was read a third time and negatived—yeas 20, 
ays 13; two-thirds not voting therefor. (Jbid., page 242.) 

Its passage recommended by the Legislature of North Carolina. 
(Tbid., page 114.) 

Senator Dickerson at the next session (instructions having been 
received from New York and New Hampshire favoring its passage) 
again introduced his amendment, December 2, 1818. (Annals, Fif- 
teenth Congress, second session, page 33.) 

Connecticut recommends its passage. (Jbid., page 42.) 

Mr. Dickerson, January 13, 1819, again advocated his amendment 
in a speech of great length, in which he said: 

This plan of dividing the States into districts is no new experiment; it is no 
innovation whatever upon the Constitution; it is only ealenlated to render perma. 
nent and uniform a regulation which has prevailed in nearly all the States, and 
which ought to have prevailed in all and would have prevailed in all but for the 
disorganizing spirit of party. Whatever mode may be adopted, it is universally 
allowed that itought to be uniform throughout the United States.—Ibid., page 139. 

The district plan insures “that the President shall be elected by a 
majority and never by a minority of the people,” and “will place 
insuperable barriers to the intrigues of ambitious individuals, who 
will bereafter agitate the Union at the approach of every presiden- 
tial election. In the process of electing a President there ought to be 
more uniformity, more precision, and more certainty than in the elec- 
tion of any other officer; and yet, strange as it may appear, there i 
less.” (Annals, Fifteenth Congress, second session, page 142.) 

He argued that the variable, vague,and uncertain mode now in 
practice is more subject to abuse than that which obtains in choosins 























*s 
the meanest officer in the community, and continued : 

And as to any effectual control of the Executive, (in case he be ambitions,) that 
must depend, as it heretofore has done, rather upon the virtues of the individua 
exercisi the office than upon any positive regulations contained in the Constit 
tion. The broad road to monarchy is left open—encumbered, indeed, with obstruc 
tions, but such as will easily yield to the pressure of ambition.—Jbid., page 14 

Great as the danger is that some ambitious individual may gain the presidential 
chair against the will of a large majority of the people, the subject pr lt 
in another point of view not less interesting. I mean the operation of our system 
to enable an ambitious President to perpetuate his power and to trans t to his 
posterity.—Jbid., p 147 

Let us suppose that at some future period we shall ha i President of forty 
years of age, of great talents, unbounded ambition, and an insatial thirst of 
power The period of eight years would elapse at about the period of fe when 
ambition takes the firmest hold of the human mind. He would easily persuade 
himself that the public interests would suffer by his retiring from office. Zhe great 
Sacility of securing @ re-election under our system would be a temptation not to be 
resisted; and the host of choice spirits by whom he would be surrounded would 
certainly succeed in persuading him to bear the weight of government for an 
other period and another and another to the end of his life. Suppose this Pres 
dent to have a son of talents and ambition like his own and of a suitable age to be- 
come his successor. The transmission of power from father to son wonld excite 
no unusual apprehension. His election would be a mere matter of form, and out 
Government would quietly sink into an hereditary monarchy ; after which a Tibe 
rius, Caligula, or Claudius miggt reign nncontrolled in America The are not 


mere illusions, m 


» phantoms of the brain. 


He then pictured the dangers which might have resulted if the 
House, in 1501, had chosen Burr instead of Jefferson. ‘He would 


ame 





LD: ghaibieadinis 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


| 
eagerly have seized upon the reins of government.” With his great | 
military talent, with the Treasury and Army at his back, “and his 
talents for intrigue, which have never been overrated and rarely 
equaled in any country, would he not have been able to secure a Te- | 
election, and another, and another, to the end of his life?” “And | 
; ; ’ r 
would he have dared to relinquish a power which he had held by 
force and fraud in spite of the will of a great majority of the peo- 
ple »” (Tbid.. pages 347, 4 
ir. Dickerson then toal 
r, the tin mi 
ers, always the frie 
have a numerous ' i dey er 
Government, spread over rimmel! territor looking uy » the sident as the 
source of power and em¢ in vill come when luxury and extrava- 
gance banish from our country e\ ies of republican virtue ; and the 
time will ne, I fear, when th ate will be no more than the shadow of what 
it was intendes those who framed our Constitution ; when it will be no | 
check u pon the Executiy vhen it shall be as insignificant as the boasted senate 
of Rome in the time of berius. The whole patronage of Government will center | 
in the President, and that patronage, under our present system of choosing elect- | 
ors, will become a maci e of irresistible power The mart ement of this power 


will become a matter of scien¢ He will be deemed the greatest politician and | 


the ablest minister v DO Sm, WHR & g ive n portion of patronage, produce the greatest 
effect. ‘The force of this power will be applied to etlect the purposes of ambition, 
with as much economy ar Fives wa iter is applied to the wheel or that of steam 


to the engine It would be difficult to devise a plan better calculated to accelerat 


the approach of those deplorable events, or to promote the views of an ambitious | 


President, than the present system of choosing electors.—Annals, Fifteenth Con- 
gress, second session, page 14). 

James Barbour, of Virginia, opposed the amendment on the ground 
as he ex presse d it, of ** the gross inequality of its effects against the 
large and in favor of the smaller States,” and its tendency to na- 
tionalism, “by abridging the power of the States.” (Jbid., page 151. 


Vote on engrossment and third reading—yeas 22, nays 11. (Jbid., | , 


page 159.) 

February 4, 1719, the proposed amendment passed the Senate by the 
necessary two-thirds—yeas 23, nays 10. (Jbid., page 207 

Reported to the House February 5. bid., page 1038. 

Laid on the table, February 26, by a vote of 79 yeas, 73 nays. 
page 1420.) 

Senator Dickerson submitted his amendment a 
sion, December 14, 1319. (Annals, Sixteenth Congress, first session, 
page 22.) 

Referred to committee of five lbid., page 2 

Reported back without amendment. (Jdid., 

Vote on engrossment and third reading—y 
page 233.) 

Passed by the necessary two-thirds major 
yeas 29, nays 13. (Jbid., page 272.) 

Reported to the House January 23. (/did., page 991. 

Agreed to in Committee of the Whole, r porte 11 to the House, and 
ordered to lie on the table, March 28. (Jbid., page 1691. 

James 8. Smith, of North Carolina, moved that the House proceed 
to consider the resolution and argued at length in support of it. He 
insisted that underthe district plan “ the States would not be deprived 
of any just power. The federative principle is still preserved. By 
this plan you will bring the election near to the people, and, conse- 
quently, you will make them place more value on the elective fran- 
chise, which is all important in a republican form of government. 

Mr. Smith’s motion was rejected. (Jbid., page 1912. 

Mr. Dickerson again submitted his proposed amendment at the next 


1 > 1 


session, November 22,1520. (Annals, Sixteenth Congress, second ses- 
sion, page 22.) 
Referred to committee of five. (J bid., page 23. 
Mr. Smith, of North Carolina, in the House, November 20, 1820, 


submitted an amendment exactly in the words of the Dickerson reso- 
lution. Referred tothe Committee of the Whole. (Jbid., page 444.) 


The vote in Committee of the Whole, December 5, 1220, on the en- | 


grossment and third reading was—vyeas 103, n: ivs 50. I bid., page 
504.) 

January 25, 1221, the resolution being before the House on its final 
passage, Ezra ( . Gross, ot New York, spoke at length in its favor. 
He argued that the permanent interests of the Union demanded the 


adoption cf the proposed amendment: 


Other gentlemen thought they foresaw great evils All their arguments {against 


the resolution] were directed to the same point and were of three kinds; those | 


ments; those addressed to the pride and jealousy of States; and, lastly, those 
which result from an inquiry into the present practices of ‘ii ifferent States in choos 


i 
ing electors. (Jbid., page 960. 


drawn from the sacred character of the instrument and - danger of rash amend 


Noticing the objection that the proposed amendment would change 
the relative power of 1 arge and small States, Mr. Gross remarked 
that he came from a ate, and continued: 


What advantage will this kind of greatness be to her should jealousies be ex 


Touching executive influence on elections he 


In my opinion the amendment proposed will, instead of jr 


| of the Executive, curtail it in a sal 
that this kind of influence is most 


bribe 


In conclusion he said 
I feel bound to Sup] yport the am 
» secure the constitutional ind ‘pen len 
pages 963, 964 
» passa of the resolution was—ye; 
ing in attirmativs 
renewed his proposition 
December 1), 1°21 Annals, Seventeenth Cone 
page >. 
Referred to a committee * five, (Dickerson, 
of Ohio, and Holmes of Maine,) January 24, 1222. (J 
Ordered to tl ate? cng tts gb 12. bid 
Passed the ree March 11, 1822. by a decis 
nays 11 Ibid., page 233.) 
Reported mia House on the sa lay. 
House declined to conside: » 1250. 
Thomas H. Benton, Senator from ios. ( 
ber, 1223, proposed the following: 


ve 
th 
tu 


r i 
ig lL, p 


That, for the purpose of electing a President and Vice-P 
States, each State shall be divided by the Legislature ther 
tricts, equal to the whole number of Senators and Represer 
State may be entitled in the Congress; each district shall be 
ous territory, and shall contain, as nearly as may be, an « jual nu 
entitled by the Constitution to be represented, and on such days a 


determine, which days shall be the same throughout the 1 
| of each State who may be qualified to vote for a Represen 


1eet at sucl pl ice Within their respective districts as the L« 
shall appoint; and eac h, in his proper person, shall vote 
nt, one of whom at least shall not be an inhabitant of 
and separate, triplicate lists shall be kept of all the voters, and 
ven for each person as President, and for each as Vice 
tes so given in each district shall be collected forthwi 
as the Legislature of the State may direct, at some one convenient 
istrict; and the votes given for each candidate shall be added to 
the person having the greatest number of votes for President and t % 
the greatest number of votes for Vice-President shall be certified as du 
in said district, and shall be entitled to one vote each for the resps 
which they are candidates ; but if two or more persons shall have ¢ 
of votes in such district election for the same office, then the 


| shall decide between them and certify accordingly. 


Triplicate certificates of the whole number of votes 
hall 1 
silaii t 


© made out and transmitted, in such manner as Con gre 3 


| seat of Government of the United States, addressed to the Se 


| 





| of holding the same and the qualifications of the eee eters 


cited and discord as vail It is a proposition that will not be controverted on this 


floor that the greatness of every State depends on the preservation and barmony 
of the Union. Why should we, under the pretense of preserving State rights, seck 
an unnatural advantage, the exercise of which can only serve to cherish faction, 
foment discord within, excite jealousy without, and jx opardi the best interests 
of the country It is enough that the Constitution guarantees te us the advantage of 
the superiority of numbers by giving us a proportionate superiority of votes. Itisa 
miserable ambition that ks the temporary disfranchisement ot a great minority 
of our fellow-citizens for the purpose of showing our power to a smaller member 
of the confederacy 
: * 
Uniformity and permanency in the mode of appointing electors is of more con- 
sequence than the mode itself.—Jbid., page 962. 


| 
| 
| 


of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House 


— | open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted 


the greatest number of votes for President shall be President, if 
equal toa majority of the whole number of electoral votes within the | 
and if no person have such majority, then the President shall be « 
House of Representatives from the three having the greatest number 
President, in the manner now prescribed by the Constitution. 

The person having the greatest number of votes for Vice-President 
Vice-President, if such number be equal to a majority of th whol 
electoral districts ; and if no person have such majority, then the Vi 
shall be chosen by the Se nate from the two pe rsons ~ ing the gre at 
yotes for that oflice, in the manner now prescribed by the Consti 
Eighteenth Congress, first session, page 32 

Senator Dickerson, of New Jersey, on the 16th of Dece 
renewed his amendment with the added provisions: 

First. That when there is no choice by the electors 
t ballot shall elect ; a majority of members present being 
sary to a choice on the first ballot, and a plurality after the tirs 

Second. That no person having been twice e lected President s 
again be eligible. Annals, Eighteenth C ongress, first session, | 


a Lig 
43. 


by joi 


All resolutions proposing amendments to the Constitutio 
referred to a select committee of five—( Benton, Hayne, Dick 
Holmes of Maine, and Kelly.) (Jbid., page 41. 

In the Senate, December 29, 1323 , Martin Vi 
offered an amendment providing for election 
number to Senators and Representatives to which a 
tled, to be formed by the State Legislatures. Citizens qua 
vote for members of the lower house of the State Legisla 
chose one elector in each district ; electors when met to fill vacan 
Congress to fix time of chosing electors and day for giving their 
which shall be the same throughout the United States; State Legis 
latures to have exclusive authority to form districts, 
election to be held, to prescribe the manner thereof, « 


iat 
by distri 


j++ 

A tals 
of meeting of the electors. If no person have a majority o! 
ors chosen, the Presideut, by proclamation, shé ull reconvene th 
tie who shall ballot again for President, and if no choice Is 


» House of Re presentatives shall elect as now provided by the | 
stitat ion.” (Lbid., page 73.) 
Mr. Benton, January 8, 1223, reported from the select 
an amendment similar to the Dickerson resolution of the prev 
| to 
session, except that the number of districts should be equal ' 
number of Senators and Representatives ; that in case of no — " 
electors, the two Houses of Congress, jointly, by ballot, shall el 
from the three highest on the list; a majority of me anben rs "pre a 
necessary to ac hoic e on first ballot, and a plurality only a rward 
lec 
the Senate to choose Vice-President when no choice is made by ¢ 


ors; that no person shall be again eligible after having been 
ele ected President. (Jbid., page 101.) 


ect com! 
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15th of January, Mr. Benton otfered his amendment as a 
sente for the above. Agreed to. ( Tbid., page 106.) 

ha reaolution relating to the ineligibility of the President after 
as ond term, having been separated from the other, was debated 
ith py Mr. Dickerson and others, and passed—yeas 36, nays 3. 


4 age 160. ) . . ° 
y hee 8 1R23, the order of the day being the Benton resolution 
bee \pstitute for that reported by the select committee, Mr. Benton 
 orted his amendment in a lengthy argument. He said that ex- 
ee was the only infallible test of good or bad institutions; that 


erpence : a co 
»e had shown the defects in our electoral system; and that the 


mers of the Constitution, ‘‘despising the arrogance of an overween- 
, aaa nfidence in their own work,” had “ provided a remedy by pro- 
- the means of amendment.” (Jbid., page 167.) 
Afte r showing how, under the present system, electors had been 
zen by districts, by legislative ballots, and by general ticket, he 
ome that “such deviations imply a great fault in the Constitu- 
ae itself.” 
evil of a want of uniformity in the choice of electors is not limited to its 
ring effect upon the face of our government, but goes to endanger the rights 
neople by permitting sudden alterations on the eve of an election, and to anni- 
the right of the small States by enabling the larger ones to combine and to 
sw all their votes into the scale of a popular candidate. These obvious evils 
it certain that any uniform rule would be preferable to the present state of 
But in fixing a rule itis the duty of statesmen to select that which is cal- 
red to give to every portion of the Union its due share in the choice of a Chief 
\f,cistrate, and to every individual a fair opportunity of voting according to his 
‘) This would be effected by adopting the district system. It would divide 
» State into districts equal to the whole number of votes to be given, and the 
of each district would be governed by its own majority, and not by a major- 
in some remote part of the State. This would be agreeable to the 


On 1© 


t 
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ty existing 

Pv if individuals ; for, in entering into society and submitting to be bound by 

she decision of the majority, each individual retained the right of being governed 
va maiority of the vicinage, and not by majorities brought from remote sections 
 owopwhelm him with their accumulated numbers. 
It would be agreeable to the interests of all parts of the States, for each State 
iy have different interests in different parts. One part may be agricultural, an- 
r manufacturing, sania commensal, and it would be unjust that the strong- 
vet should govern or that two should combine and sacrifice a third. 

The district system would be agreeable to the intention of our present Constitu- 
tion, which, in giving each elector a separate vote instead of giving each State a con- 
solidated vote, composed of all its alecteral suffrages, clearly intended that each 

s of persons entitled to one elector should have the right of giving one vote accord- 
to their own sense of their own interests 

he general ticket system, now existing in ten States, was the offspring of policy 
ind not of any disposition to give fair play to the will of the people. It was 

nted by the leading men of those States to enable them to ps a the vote 

the State. It would be easy to prove this by referring to facts of historical no- 

riety. It contributes to give power and consequence to leaders who manage the 

ctions, but it is a departure from the intention of the Constitution, violates the 

chts of minorities, and is attended with many other evils. The intention of the 

titution is violated, because it was the intention of that instrument to give to 

iss of persons entitled to one elector the power of giving that electoral vote 

y candidate they preferred. The rights of minorities are violated, because a 
ty of one will carry the vote of the whole State. 


may 
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n New York thirty-six electors are chosen ; nineteen is a majority, and the can- 
date receiving this majority is fairly entitled to nineteen votes; but he counts 
eality thirty-six ; becauso the minority of seventeen are added to the majority. 
ese seventeen votes belong to seventeen masses of people, of 40,000 souls each, 
620,000 people, whose votes are seized upon, taken away, and presented to 
whom the majority pleases.—Ibid., pages 169, 170. 


Continuing, Mr. Benton said : 


I would be unwilling to use a harsh epithet, but I consider this case as amount- 
ng toan impressment of civil rights, more dangerous to our liberties than the im- 
pressment of our bodies by British ships of war. 

further mischief of the general ticket system is, in segregating the States, draw- 
ing them up against one another, like hostile ships in battle. Out of this system 
has sprung the anti-social words of modern invention—“‘ effective votes,”’ ‘‘ operative 
votes, —as if the States were contending with Turks or Russians. This alienates 
the States from each other, and fills them with hostile feelings; and the President 
elected must become the President of the States which chose him, and look with 
coldnessand resentment upon those which opposed him.—Jbid., page 170. 








After quoting from the Constitution the words “each State shall ap- 
point, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number 
ot electors,” &c., Mr. Benton argued that “State” and “‘ Legislature” 
are hot synonymous terms. The word “ State” embraces people, ter- 
ritory, and sovereignty. “When the State is to do a thing the people are 
todoit. A legislative body is not competent to act, because it is 
not the State, but a department of it.” Otherwise “there would be 


ho State when the Legislature was not in session.” ‘The question 
> be decided turns upon the appeinting power of the State and 
he dictatorial power of the Legislature.” He argued further that the 
word “Appoint” in the clause above quoted is synonymous with 
, elect,” and insisted that the Constitution empowered the Legisla- 
— ve direct how or in what manner—as to the mode of conducting 
‘He clection, taking the votes, certifying returns, &¢.—the people should 
tect, A legislative body may direct the people how to go through 
Wwe forms of an election; but a legislative body cannot direct itself. 
the word direct “implies an address to a third party and not to one’s 
self.” ( Tbid., page 172. 


Mr 





an Madison says “ The people choose the electors.’ The Federalist says the 
ale” me in twenty places. It describes the electors as ‘‘ men chosen by the peo- 
aaa or the special purpose of choosing the President. It describes them as “a 
Sean number of persons selected by their fellow-citizens from the general mass.” 
mebene the Constitution has ‘‘referred the election of the President, in the first 
of on to the immediate act of the American people, to be exerted in the choice 
of a ch for the temporary and sole purpose of making the appointment.” ‘All 
chovee el shows,” said Mr. Benton, ‘ that legislative bodies were not intended to 
179 im ectors, much less to erect themselves into electoral colleges. '—Jbid, pages 


‘2-173, 
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Mr. Benton then discussed the necessity of discontinuing the use of 
an intermediate body of electors: 


Every reason which induced the convention to institute electors has failed 


ioe 
are no longer of any use, and may be dangerous to the liberties of the people bes 
are not useful because they have no power over their owa vote, and 1use the 
people can vote for President as easily as they can vote for an elector * ° 
Che elector may betray the liberties of the people by selling his vot: I opera 
tion is easy, because he votes by ballot; detection is impossible, because he does 
not sign his vote; the restraint is nothing but his own conscience, for ¢/ 3; ne 
legal punishment for his breach of trust. * * * If an elector should « efrand 
40,000 people out of their vote, there is no remedy but to abuse him in the newspa 
pers. ; 
* . * * * 

‘ Electors are nothing but agents in a case which requires no agent; and no pru 

dent man would or ought to employ an agent to take care of his money, his prop 


erty, or his liberty when he is equally capable to take care of them himself 

He argued further that this system ‘ gives a false direction to the gratitude of 
the President elected. He feels himself indebted to the electors, and not to the peo 
ple who gave their votes to the electors.""— I bid., pages 178-179 

This joint resolution in proposing a direct vote of the people, Mr. 

}enton contended, embraced no new project: 

It was presented and discussed in the Federal Convention of 1787, was twice pat 
to the vote and supported by the States of Pennsylvania and Delaware. * * * 
feel myself treading upon safe ground when I can say to the American people, “ I 
am endeavoring to carry into effect the plan of Benjamin Franklin and the eminent 
statesmen whose names lave just been read Jared Ingersoll, Gouverneur Morris, 
James Wilson, Robert Morris, and others. }|—Jbid., page 151 

He then argued that while the electoral colleges may be corrupted, 
the people at large cannot be. The corrupting intluences of patron 
age, with all its temptations, ‘ would become insignificant when scat 
tered and dispersed among the millions of people which fill the Re- 
public.” (Zbid., page 134.) 

Mr. Benton closed his argument by insisting that the umpirage of 
the House of Representatives ought to be continued in cases where 
there is no choice by districts. 

But the House have no power to elect a President. They have no elective faculty 
no — of choice ; they are limited to the humble occupation of one out of three 
each of whom may be obnoxious to them. They are nothing but arbitrators, re 
ferred to as mutual friends to settle a question of mutual interest.—Jbid., page 192 

After a long discussion, covering all the proposed amendments, the 
whole subject was indefinitely postponed, March 22, 1324—yeas 30, 
nays 13. (JLbid., page 417.) 

December 5, 1823, a select committee of seven was raised in the 
House to inquire into the expediency of recommending an amendment 
providing for a uniform mode of electing President and Vice-Presi- 
dent; and, also, that the election shall, in no event, devolve on the 
House of Representatives. (Jbid., page 801.) 

December 22, the committee, through George McDuiftie, of South 
Carolina, submitted an elaborate report in favor of the district system, 
accompanied with a proposed amendment to that effect. (/bid., pages 
850 to 866.) 

The McDuftie amendment proposed to divide the States into districts 
equal to the number of Representatives in Congress, each district 
to elect one elector, the electors when met to choose two additional 
electors. In case the electors make no choice, the Senate and House, 
by joint ballot, shall elect, the members voting individually and not 
by States. 

Edward Livingston, of Louisiana, in the House, January 24, 1824, 
proposed an amendment providing for the choice of electors by dis- 
tricts. Incase no choice be made, the electors shall be reconvened 
by the President, and shall choose from the two having the highest 
number of votes. (Jbid., page 1179.) 

On the 19th January, 1826, Mr. Benton made an elaborate report 
from the select committee of nine accompanied by a proposed amend- 
ment. 

The select committee had carefully considered all the plans proposed 
at previous sessions of Congress, and the joint resolution accompany- 
ing their report was the one which seemed best calculated to insure 
uniformity, certainty, and safety in the choice of a Chief Magistrate. 

The committee in their report insist that the intention of the Con- 
stitution has wholly failed in two leading features, namely, “ the in- 
stitution of electors, and the ultimate election by States in the House of Rep- 
resentatives ;” and they propose : 

First. That a uniform mode of election by districts shall be establisheJ 

Second. That the institution of electors shall be abolished, and the President and 
Vice-President hereafter elected by a direct vote of the people. 

Third, That a second election, te be conducted in the same manner as the first, 
shall take place between the persons having the two highest numbers, for the same 
office, when no one has received a majority of the whole number of votes given 

For Mr. Benton’s report in full see Senate Report No. 22, first ses- 
sion Nineteenth Congress. 

Debated by Benton, Johnson of Kentucky, Macon, and Branch for, 
and by Dickerson and Van Buren against; the negative arguments 
being directed mainly against a second election by the people. (Con- 
gressional Debates, volume 2, part 1, pages 692-696. ) 

Mr. McDutftie, of South Carolina, in the House, December 9, 1225, 
moved that a select committee be appointed, with instructions to 
prepare and report an amendment providing for a uniform election 
by districts, and to prevent the election from devolving on the House. 
(Lbid., page 797.) 

Called up and debated February 15, 1826. 

Mr. McDaftie argued that “the Constitution, by declaring that 

each State shall appoint electors in such manner as the Legislature 
may direct,’ puts an unequivocal negative upon the idea of fixedness 


a 


wore 





a 


ee 





eae: " 





143’ CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


and permane vhich essentially enter. into the notion of consti- 
on.” (Ibid., page 1367. 
ited the idea that the district system would tend to 
lestro e sovercignty of the States, or produce what is termed consol- 


I g consolidation? That consolidation which is 
really dangerous to liberty, and which would destroy the federative « haracter of 
our Government, is the concentration of power in the Government here. In this 
sense of the term I deprecate consolidation as mu¢ has any man, and the tendency 
of my proposition is to produce a result precisely the reverse of this. Instead of 
concentrating power in the hands of the Government here, it diffuses the most im- 
portant of all powers among the great body of the people, and fixes it there irrevo- 
cably 


. * * * * * * 


do gentlemen mean 


How can it be conceived that we impair the rights of a State by vesting the 
highest prerogative of sovereignty in the people of that State? Virginia, voting 
by districts, is Virginia still, divested of none of her attributes as a separate 
member of the confederacy.—Ibid., pages 1374, 1375. 

He contended that the tendency of the district system would be 
to restrain the power of the Executive. 

Phere is no power more active, encroaching, and dangerous, operating as it does 
through the influence of its patronage, upon the hopes and fears of a large portion 
of the community. But, by rendering the President directly responsible to the 
people, we shall solve the great problem, never before fully realized, of uniting in 
the government of so extensive a country the elements of liberty and power.—Ibid., 


page 13% 

In arguing in favor of dispensing with an intermediate body of 
electors, Mr. McDuffie said the people were as competent to vote for 
President as formiddlemen. The present electoral system, “ina word, 
combines the disadvantages of both modes of election, and the ad- 
vantage of neither,” and in the ultimate choice by the House it gives 
the House “ just sufficient latitude for all purposes of corruption, 
and not enough for any good end.” (Jbid., pages 1387, 1388.) 

Mr. McDuflie concluded by arguing against an ultimate choice by 
the House, on the general ground that such an election is violative of 
the true principles of the mixed federal and popular system of gov- 
ernment intended by the framers of the Constitution, and of the 
rights of the people. (Jbid., pages 1388-1395.) 

After a very lengthy discussion, a vote was taken on Mr. McDuffie’s 
resolutions. First, the proposition to amend the Constitution by 
taking the election out of Congress was adopted—yeas 138, nays 52; 
second, for the district system the vote stood—yeas 90, nays 102, The 
first resolution was then referred to a select committee of twenty- 
four. (Zbid., part 2, volume 2, pages 2004, 2005.) 

Committee reported a disagreement. (Jbid., page 2659.) 

Mr. Benton again introduced his proposed amendment, December 
9, 1733. (Congressional Debates, volume 10, part 1, page 20.) 

Referred to a select committee. (Jbid., part 2, page 1597.) 

The committee reported June 11, 1834, the same amendment which 
accompanied Mr. Benton’s report, made at the first session, Nine- 
teenth Congress. Laid on the table. (Jbid., pages 1954-1958.) 

Called up at next session, January 15, 1835, by Mr. Benton. Briefly 
discussed and laid on the table. (Jbid., volume 12, part 1, pages 216, 
217.) 

William Allen, of Ohio, proposed an amendment in the Senate De- 
cember 14, 1237, similar to the Benton resolution. (Globe,second session 
Twenty-fifth Congress, page 25.) 

Referred to select committee of nine, (Allen, Wright, Calhoun, 
Webster, Benton, Rives, Crittenden, and Clayton.) (Jbid., page 63.) 

Mr. Benton again submitted his amendment January 15, 1844, and 
supported the same by a speech in which he rehearsed the arguments 
mace in his speech in 1°24, and subsequent report. (Globe, tirst ses- 
sion Twenty-eighth Congress, pages 686, 687.) 

Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, in the House, on the 21st of February, 
1651, proposed the Lenton amendment so moditied that when the elec- 
tion has been held by the people a@ second time, two or more persons 
having received “ the greatest and an equal number of votes, the per- 
test number of votes in the greatest number of States 
shall be President.” The same rule as to Vice-President, except that 
when a second election of President is not necessary and there has 
been no choice of Vice-President the Senate shall choose a Vice-Presi- 
dent from the two highest on the list. (Globe, first session Thirty- 
lirst Congress, page 627.) 

Mr. Johnson again brought in his resolution February 2, 1852. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (Globe, first session Thirty- 
second Congress, page 443.) 

January 18, 1554, the House appointed a select committee of nine, 
to join such committe as the Senate may appoint, “ to whom shall be 
referred such resolutions proposing to amend the Constitution in the 
mode of electing the President and Vice-President of the United 
States, with instructions to take that matter and the subject generally 
into consideration, and to report upon the same in such manner as to 
them may seem most expedient.” (Globe, first session Thirty-third 
Congress, page 202.) 

January 30, the Senate appointed a committee of five to meet the 
above House committee. (/bid., page 275.) 

In the Senate, December 13, 1860, Andrew Johnson again submitted 
his proposed amendment. (Globe, second session Thirty-sixth Con- 
gress, page 82.) 

December 18, Mr. Johnson called up his joint resolution and sup- 
ported itinaspeechof somelength. Heargued that the troubles then 
impending would have been averted if the presidential election of 
1860 had been held in the manner provided in his amendment. (Jbid., 
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page 117.) A long debate followed, participated in by ei 
Baker, Hale, and others; but the discussion was shifted to , amin, 
view of the question of secession, and the power of the Genet 
ernment to coerce the States. (Jbid., pages 139-233, ) “Fal Goy. 

Rufus P. Spalding, of Ohio, in the House, February 1, 19¢ 
duced a joint resolution proposing an election by districts. «+ 
place, and manner of holding the same to be prescribed by 
Referred to Committee on Revision of Laws. 
gress, third session, page 768.) 

Mr. Sumner, of Massachusetts, offered an amendment in the Sep: 
May 30, 1°72, providing for the election of President by the dir tea 
of the people in all the States and Territories. Election to he held o1 th 
ist Monday in April. A majority of the total vote nec ay 
choice at first election. If the two Houses of Congress, in loin’ eos 
vention on third Monday in May, find that no candidate haye such ma. 
jority, a second election shall be held, when a plurality shall elect -— 
ond election to take place on second Tuesday in October follc 

In case of death or removal of President, the head of an Executive 
Department, senior in years, shall be the President. If Congress 
in session at death or removal of President, the two Houses in i 
session shall choose a President viva voce, each Senator and Repps 
sentative having one vote; a quorum to consist of a majority of each 
House, and a majority present being necessary to a choice, If ig 
gress be not in session, the acting President shall call extra sessioy to 
elect President. The office of Vice-President to be abolished, ana 
Senate to choose its own presiding officer. Presidency to be limited 
to a single term of fouryears. (Globe, Forty-second Congress, sec 
session, page 4036. ) 

For Mr. Sumner’s joint resolution in full, see Bills and Resolutio 
Senate United States, 1872~73, part 8, Senate resolution No, 7. x 
ond session, Forty-second Congress. 

Again brought forward by Mr. Sumner at next session, January 16 
1873. (Globe, third session, Forty-second Congress, page 638.) ° ’ 

John Lynch of Maine, proposed amendment in the House January 
G, 1873, for election by direct vote of the people, a majority of whole 
vote cast necessary to a choice. If no choice by popular vote, House 
to elect, voting by States. (Globe, third session, Forty-second Con- 
gress, page 353.) 

Oliver P. Morton, of Indiana, submitted a resolution in the Senate 
January 6, 1573, directing the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
to inquire and report upon the best and most practicable mode of 
electing the President and Vice-President. (JZbid., page 340.) 

January 13 Mr. Morton called up and discussed his resolution at 
length. Hesaid that, under article 2, section 1 of the Constitution— 

The appointment of electors is placed absolutely and wholly with the Legisla 
tures of the States. They may choose by the Legislature, or the Legislature may 
pe that they shall be elected by the people at large, or in districts as are mem 
vers Of Congress, which was the case formerly in many States; and it is no doubt 
competent for the Legislature to authorize the governor, or the supreme court of 
the State, or any other agent of its will, to appoint these electors. 

He then argued that although there might be the most monstrous 
frauds and unfairness in the choice of electors, the will of the people 
being entirely subverted, there is no provision of law in any State 
for settling a contest arising out of such election. (Jbid., page 662.) 

He criticised the present system and said there was danger of revo- 
lution growing out of its defects; that if a President should be 
elected by the vote of a State, secured by fraudulent or unfair means, 
“he would in advance be shorn of moral power and authority in his 
oftice, and would be looked upon as a usurper, and the consequences 
that would result from such a state of things no man can predict.” 

He argued that the President of the Senate had exercised an un- 
certain and dangerous power, but combated the proposition that the 
framers of the Constitution intended that he should perform other 
than merely ministerial functions in opening certificates at the joint 
meeting of the two Houses. Butheinsisted that the exercise of judicial 
and discretionary powers may devolve upon him ex necessitate rei, and 
if he decides corruptly or in violation of the law his decision 1s tinal, 
and there is no remedy provided in the Constitution. (Jbid., page 0b». 

He declared that “the idea of interposing an electoral body be- 
tween the Chief Magistracy and the people had come down from 
ancient times, and had its origin in aristocratic forms of government 
where the nobility elected the sovereign or chief magistrate.” Hi 
believed the electoral system was born of distrust in the people, 4 
the federal convention seemed to think it unsafe to lodge such 4 
power in their hands. He argued that the electoral system has cou 
pletely failed. “The electoral colleges,” he continued, “ have turned 
out to be wholly useless. Every reason given for their original estab- 
lishment has absolutely failed in practice.” (Ibid., page 664.) 

He preferred, he said, “that the President should be elected by the 
people as one community, giving the election to the man who received 
the highest number of votes, without regard to State lines or me 
nicipal divisions.” mr 

He was opposed to the present system because “ the dangers 
sectionalism” are greatly increased by it. ‘Under the present appor 
tionment the electoral votes of ten States out of thirty-seven m4) 
elect a President.” 

But I submit to the inevitable, and assume that the smaller States w ane 
sent to an amendment by which the President would be elected by the people of the 


: > : ‘ection tosuch 
United States as one community. Yet I believe they can have no objection the 
a change as will bring the election of the President directly to the ee ieee nt 
several States, each State to be divided into as many districts as it has Senator 


Representatives, each district to have one vote in the election 0 
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Tice Preeiiweident and Vice-President who receive the largest number of votes in 
i as TO = 
sate id : page 665. 

ha smaller States, and that under the present system the sovereignty 
0 LES + States has been strengthened at the expense of the small ones. 
reat State: 
1. 660d.) . , ; . . 
- Morton, in the course of his speech, adopted the same line of 
* ont in favor of the district system pursued by Benton, Dicker- 
wePothers.  (Lbid., 664, 665.) 
. Sumner again submitted his joint resolution at the first session 
| Congress. (Record, first session Forty-third Congress, 








page ~ 

wel . . . 

14 providing for election by the direct vote of the whole people, 
rity electing. If no one have a majority a second election to 
and votes cast for the two highest on the list only. Returns 
.hecertitied to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
s, and that court to determine all questions relating to validity 
¢ returns, &c. Ineligibility after one term of six years. (J/bid., sec- 
Q2 ve" ae . * : LAG 

nd session Forty-third Congress, page 51.) 

senator Morton reported trom the Committee on Privileges and 
ripetions, January 20, 1875, a joint resolution proposing an amend- 
Liections, 7 fos ole > by di wa rot ° Meteinte - (Siene R 
ment providing for é ection ry ¢ irect vote in districts. (Senate Re- 
port No. 16, second session Forty-third Congress; Record, second ses- 
sion Forty-third Congress, page 608.) 
~ See, also, report of same committee submitting arguments in favor 
of district system. (Senate Report No. 395, first session Forty-third 
Congress: ) j a 3 

The joint resolution discussed at length by Morton, THURMAN, and 
CONKLING. ([bid., pages 626 to 634, and 649 to 652. 

Senator Morton again submitted his amendment at the next ses- 
sion, December 5, 1876. (Record, second session Forty-fourth Con- 
gress, page 17.) 

Discussed by Senators Morton and EpMuNpDs. (J bid., 123 to 127.) 

| move the reference of the joint resolution to the Select Committee 
to take into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascer- 
taining and declaration of the Result of the Elections of President 
ind Vice-President of the United States. 

The motion was agreed to. 

UNIVERSITY LANDS TO TERRITORIES. 

Mr. MCDONALD submitted the following report : 

The undersigned conferees on the part of the Senate of the United States and 
nthe part of the House of Representatives with regard to the disagreeing votes 
f the two Houses on Senate amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 1327) entitled “An 

t to grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and Wyoming, for uni- 
ersity purposes,” have conferred in respect to said disagreeing votes, and have 
greed and recommend that the House do agree to said amendments to said bill, 
deach of them, and that upon such agreement said bill do pass. 
J. E. McDONALD, 
J. D. WALKER, 
Senate Committee. 
GEO. L. CONVERSE, 
P. DUNN, 
House Committee. 





e held 


[he report was concurred in. 
POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

fhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, in the 
hair.) The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumes the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriations for the 
service of the Post-Oftice Department for the fiscal year ending June 
0, 1882, and for other purposes; and the question pending is on an 
ippeal from the decision of the Chair on the question of order as to 
whether the amendment of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. PuGn]is 
a order, The amendment will be read. 

ihe CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed, at the end of section 1, to add: 


radditional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be expended under 








s, equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports: 
t ed, T hat the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and manned 
American citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be iron steamships, 

pted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due inspection, as in all respects sea- 
rthy and properly fitted for such service. 


\r 





t. WALLACE, I believe the pending question is upon the point 
raer made by myself, that the amendment reported by the Sena- 
ae Texas, [Mr. MAXEY, ]the chairman of the Committee on Post- 
s Chair decided that point of order well taken, and an appeal was 
ante therefrom to the Senate. I believe that is the situation of the 
feSul0n, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair.) The 
sh : im is, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
be Senate ? 
ar. M¢ RGAN, Mr. President, the amendment proposed is so very 
ioe and it being one that should be properly matured in the 
ave, 4 venture to submit a few observations on the question of 
‘er, The decision of the Chair yesterday was that the proposed 
». uthent was not out of order because it increased the amount of 
the appropriation, and in that decision the Senate acquiesced. Then 
he R jn was raised whether the amendment was out of order 
: er Rule 29, because it proposed general legislation. 

f you can find in the statute-hooks general legislation covering the 
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sor Writ ya, proposed an amendment Dece 5 : ice il Skee Ss 
ator Wright, of Iowa, proposed an amendment December 15, | this proposed amendment so far far as the appropriation is concerned 
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whole ground of this amendment, which needs only to be further regu- 
lated for the purpose of disposing properly of this appropriation of a 
million dollars, which is in order, then the objection raised to this 
proposition being in order must fall to the ground. 

The Senate is considering an amendment to the bill brought in by 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, proposing to appro- 
priate $1,000,000 for the purposes of enabling the Postmaster-General 
to make contracts for the transportation of the mails to foreign 
countries and from foreign countries to this country, in lieu of the 
system which has been heretofore adopted by statute and which is 
now in force, of giving to the persons who transmit the mails the 
postage-money instead of mail pay in the ordinary acceptance of the 
term. Ido not see, after it has been determined by the Senate that 


is in order, how it can possibly be held that the Senate shall have no 


| power to dispose of that appropriation in such a way as to make it 


more valuable or more available for the purposes of mail intercom- 
munication between this and foreign countries. Whatever shall be 
added now to this million dollars in the nature of a provision for the 
regulation of its expenditure or its employment must be germane to 
the subject of its expenditure ; and unless it create a necessity en- 
tirely new, to the breaking down of some established and existing 
system for the regulation of mail intercommunication between this 
and foreign countries, I cannot understand how the proposed amend- 
ment is amenable to the objection which has been raised against it. 
Rule 29 provides that— 

No amendment which proposes general legislation shall be received to any gen- 
eral appropriation bill. 

The object of that rule was not to cramp either House of Congress 
when it had the right to make an amendment to an appropriation 
bill so as to prevent either House from giving proper direction to 
that appropriation; but it was intended to prevent the introduction 
of new and substantive matters of legislation either not germane to 
the subject in hand or such matters of legislation as were entirely 
new and of a general or universal character. 

The object of the rule found in the Manual was to prevent oppor- 
tunity being afforded to any Senator or toany member of the House 
(to any Senator is as far as we need to discuss the subject here) of 
compelling the Senate to adopt some new provision of general law 
by fastening that provision upon an appropriation bill and threat- 
ening to stop the Department of the Government for which we were 
providing unless that general law should be adopted. That was the 
purpose intended to be prevented by the adoption of this rule; and 
when we look at the real reason of the rule we understand, I think, 


that a proposition which merely relates to the regulation of the man- 


ner of the expenditure of an appropriation that is held to be in order 
cannot be such general legislation as violates that rule in letter or 
in principle. 

Upon turning to the Statutes of the United States on this subject 
I find that every provision contained in the amendment offered by 
the committee has been substantially made. Every provision of gen- 
eral law in reference to the transportation of mails to foreign coun- 
tries is found substantially in the existing legislation upon that subject; 
but of course the special stipulations of this amendment and the 
special provisions in reference to the use of this $1,000,000 are not 
found in any law; but the convenient use, the just application of this 
amount of money which we are now asked to appropriate for the 
purpose of paying for the transmission of mails across the ocean is 
a subject properly within the power of the Senate to regulate upon 


| a general appropriation bill. It is not necessary that we should go 


before a committee and have a separate bill passed authorizing us to 
establish foreign mails, because under existing laws the Postmaster 
General has the power to establish foreign mails; or to fix rates of 
postage, because under the laws he has the power to fix rates of post- 


| age; or to declare that the mails shall be carried in steamships, for 
rection of the Postmaster-General, in the establishment of mail steamsbip | 


under the existing law he has the power to declare that the mails 
shall be carried in steamships. Every substantial provision in this 
amendment except the mere regulation of the method of its execu- 
tion is found in the existing statutes. I will now call the attention 
of the Senate to some of these laws. 

Sec. 4007. The Postmaster-General may, after advertising for proposals, enter 
into contracts for the transportation of the mail between the United States and any 
foreign country whenever the public interests will thereby be promoted 

There is a general law which makes the whole bosom of the ocean 
a mail-route, and leaves it to the Postmaster-General to select what 
ports of the United States the mails shall leave, and at what ports 
abroad they shall arrive. It is left entirely to his own discretionary 
declaration to designate those mail-routes which are established 
under this act as being common to all the ports of our country and 
all the ports of a foreign country, the ocean being the great way upon 
which the mails are to be transmitted. 

I submit that if the Congress of the United States were to engage 
itself for a month in providing mail-routes across the ocean, it would 
not after all have made a system as full and as broad and as compre- 
hensive as that which is contained in section 4007, for Congress in 
specifying the mail-routes would merely limit the number, whereas 
section 4007 places no limit on the number of routes or the ports to 
or from which the routes shall be established, but lays every port 
open to the access of the mails from abroad, and enables the Post- 
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master-General to send steams] 
States to any port abroad. 
Certainly, therefore, in the matter of the establishment of post- 
routes there is no new general legislation in the amendment ; but the 
amendment fas within and is intended to complete and effectuate a 
provision of law which is now upon the statute-book. It does not 
undertake to create a new system or to create new mail-routes. 


ips out of any port of the United 


Sec. 4008. The mail between the United States and any foreign port, or between 
ports of the United States touching at a foreign port, shall be transported in steam- 
ships; but the Postmaster-General may have such transportation performed by 
sailing-vessels when the service can be facilitated thereby. 

The amendment provides that the mail shall be transported in iron 
steamships. Neither do the two sections that I have read nor any other 
sections confine the Postmaster-General to a specific manner of car- 
rying mails abroad, but the amendment provides an additional means 
of carrying them abroad, which is that he shall designate the ports 
from which these lines are to be established, as he has the right now 
to do, and the mails shall be carried in iron steamships. 

Src. 4009. For transporting the mail between the United States and any foreign 
port, or between ports of the United States touching at a foreign port, the Post- 
master-General may allow as compensation, if by a United States steamship, any 
sum not exceeding the sea and United States inland postage; and if by a foreign 
steamship or by a sailing-vessel, any sum not exceeding the sea-postage, on the 
mail se transported 

The amendment provides simply that you may add to that, and 
appropriates $1,000,000,so that the Postmaster-General, instead of 
paying in postages under the discriminating rule as between Ameri- 
can and foreign ships, may pay in money out of the Treasury of the 
United States, precisely as we pay a contractor who carries the mail 
over a railway or on a star route. It is the addition of $1,000,000 to 
the fund from which isto be drawn the support of our foreign mail 
intercommunication, and that is all that can be said of it. 

The next section relates to the power of the Postmaster-General in 
imposing fines: 

1010. The Postmaster-General may impose fines on contractors for transporting 
the mail between the United States and any foreign country for any unreasonable 
or unnecessary delay in the departure of such mail or the performance of the trip; 
but the fine for any one default shall not exceed one-half of the contract price for 
the trip 

“The contract price for the trip,” says the statute. What is the 
contract price for the trip? Under the existing system you cannot 
exceed the amount of postage, to which I have just called the at- 
tention of the Senate; but under the amendment proposed the pay- 
ment may exceed the amount of the postage, and money may be ap- 
propriated out of the Treasury of the United States for the purpose 
of adding to the contract price and thereby facilitating the carrying 
of the mails abroad; and as to the power of imposing fines placed in 
the hands of the Postmaster-General it would be just as applicable 
after we had passed this amendment as it is applicable to the present 
system of the transportation of the mails. 


Sec. 4011. Every contract for transporting the mail between the United States 
and any foreign country shall contain, besides the usual stipulation for the right 
of the Postmaster-General to discontinue the same, the further stipulation that it 
may be terminated by Congress. 


Congress maintains the power under existing laws to revoke the 
contract as well as to give the power to the Postmaster-General of 
the discontinuance of a route under which by contract the party who 
transported the mails is entitled to a certain remuneration. The 
next section provides for the transportation of mails through the 
United States. Here is a section in reference to offenses against for- 
eign mails in transitu: 


Src. 4013. Every foreign mail shall, while being transported across the territory 
of the United States under the aeons of the preceding section, be deemed and 
taken to be a mail of the United States, so far as to make any violation thereof, or 
depredation thereon, or offense in respect thereto, or any part thereof, an offense 
of the same grade, and punishable in the same manner and to the same extent as 
though the mail was the mail of the United States 

It then provides for indictment for such offenses. The Statutes 
then provide as follows: 


Sec. 4014. The Postmaster-General or the Secretary of State is hereby author 
ized to empower the consuls of the United States to pay the foreign postage on 
such letters destined for the United States as may be detained at the ports of for- 
eign countries for the non-payment of postage, which postage shall be by the con- 
sul marked as paid by him, and the amount thereof shall be collected in the Uni- 
ted States as other postage, on the delivery of the letters, and repaid to said consul, 
or credited on bis account at the State Department 

Sec. 4015. The Postmaster-General, under the direction of the President of the 
United States, is hereby authorized and empowered to charge upon, and collect 
from, all letters and other mailable matter carried to or from any port of the Uni- 
ted States, in any foreign packet-ship or other vessel, the same rate or rates of 
charge for American postage which the government to which such foreign packet 
or other vessel belongs imposes upon letters and other mailable matter conveyed 
to or from such foreign country in American packets or other vessels as the post- 
age of such government, and at any time revoke the same; and all custom-house 
officers and other United States agents designated or appointed for that purpose 
shall enforce or carry into effect the foregoing provision, and aid or assist in the 
collection of such postage, and to that end it shall be lawful for such officers and 
agents, on suspicion of fraud, toopen and examine, in the presence of two or more 
respectable persons, being citizens of the United States, any package or packages 
supposed to contain mailable matter found on board such packets or other vessels 
or deswhere, and to prevent, if necessary, such packets or other vessels from en- 
tering, breaking bulk, or making clearance until such letters or other mailable 
matter are duly delivered into the United States post-oflice 

Sec. 4016. All letters or other mailable matter conveyed to or from any part of 
the United States by any foreign vessel, except such sealed letters, relating to such 
vessel, or any part of the cargo thereof, as may be directed to the owners or con 
signees of the vessel, shall be subject to postage charge, whether addressed to any 
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Then it goes on to make a further proviso in that declaratio, 
have read these provisions of the statutes for the purpose of s} i 
that we have now a thoroughly organized system of mai] ir ne 
munication with foreign countries, to show that there ‘a a ma 
track that a ship’s keel can make upon the bosom of the oeas, 
will be restricted under the law of the United States if 
from any port of the United States to any forei 
mails under a contract with this Government. 

Mr. BAYARD. May I ask the Senator from Alabama 
Suppose the words were interpolated in the amendment now }w;., 
the Senate, “according to the provisions of existing law.” doo. 4), 
Senator believe that the amendment would be operative?) 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not, because the existing law requires— 

Mr. BAYARD. Is not that the crucial test of the order or disor 
of the amendment in question? If it requires a change or moditie: 
tion of existing law to make effective the amendment which is nov 
proposed, then the amendment is out of order. If, on the contran 
the amendment be in accordance with existing law it probably ' 
be considered in order, I submit to my honorable friend fro ‘Me 
bama that if those words were interpolated they would destrov the 
object and effective action of the amendment, and yet if they are nos 
in, either to be read between the lines or to be read there open); 
amendment I think will be in violation of the rule. = 

Mr. MORGAN. It is almost impossible to pass any appropriat 
bill that does not contain some change upon some existing syste 
If we were compelled to adhere upon appropriation bills entire); 
rigidly and closely to the existing state of the law, without m 
sation or amendment, nothing would be left open to us but to adons 
for each succeeding year the appropriation bills of the preceding 
year. There is not an appropriation bill that has ever passed through 
this body that does not contain some material modifications of exist. 
ing laws. But few appropriation bills have been passed throu 
body which did not contain new systems of legislation grafted unoy 
them, either such as are foreign to the subject-matter of the bil! o; 
such as are relevant to the subject-matter of the bill. It perhans 
would be proper upon a bill of this kind to introduce a proyisio; 
“that all laws authorizing mail intercommunication with foreig; 
countries are hereby repealed.’ I say possibly so, because then wi 
should be abrogating a system by a repealing clause in this act. I: 
would be better, wiser, and safer that such a measure should be con 
sidered in the committee selected by the Senate to take particula: 
charge of that business, and it is only that we are providing for ow 
selves rules of safety in the administration of public affairs that wi 
have resorted to this operation of adopting sucha rule atall. But 
when you admit the system in all of its broad and full force and 
power, and when you preserve in that system every feature of it en- 
tirely intact, and in making an appropriation for the support ot 
in addition to appropriations under existing laws you find it neces- 
sary to make some addition to, amendment of, or modification of the 
system, it cannot be said that we are altering the law or chat 
the law in that material sense which makes it new or genera 
lation. 

The question being raised as to the admissibility of this amendment 
under the rule which I have quoted, I confine my remarks at the 
present moment to that view of the case. I will read section 3971 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator from Alabama allow me a mo 
ment? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. AsI understand the sections of the Revised Stat- 
utes which the Senator has read, they in substance and in effect do 
really establish a postal line between the ports of this country and 
every foreign port at which we have a consul. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, the laws of the United States authorize the 
Postmaster-General to have the mails carried in steamships or sailing 
vessels, according to his discretion, and authorize him to fix the rates 
of postage and make ample provision for the protection of the ma 
ou board ships. 

The laws of the United States not only protect a United States mai 
on board foreign ships when sailing to a foreign port, but protect that 
mail by legal penalties against any invasion or violation. 5o 1! au) 
person on board the ship shall violate the mail, shall trespass upo! 
the mail in any regard whatever, the courts of the United Stateshave 
jurisdiction to punish the offense. Our system is already so far mn 
plete and perfect in this regard that we have left nothing open abo Ps 
it except the amount of money that we will appropriate and the 
manner in which we shall carry the mail. Would any Senator doub 
that we have the right to use the ships of the United States Govern: 
ment, the naval ships that are not in commission, in the transporta- 
tion of the mail if we see proper to order them to carry the mail’ 
Yet that would be quite a change in the system ; it might be regarded 
as an innovation ; but surely we have aright to order our men-ol-wal 
to carry our mails to the port of New York, to the port of Liverpoo, 
or elsewhere ; and we have aright to do it under an appropriation 
bill. We have a right to save expenses, as well as the power to It 
crease expenses. , . ment for 

The amendment now presented to the Senate is an arrange _ hed 
the transportation of the mails under a system already established. 
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‘me read further from the Revised Statutes: 


~1. The Postmaster-Gene ral may enter into contracts for extending the 
anats tO supply mails to post offices not on any established route, and, as a 
ee engation for carrying the mail under such contracts, may allow not exceeding 
Cer irda of the salary paid to the postmaster at such special offices. 
cn 9075. The Postmaster-General may, when he deems it advisable, contract 
transportation of the mails toand from any post-office ; but where such serv- 
-4ormed over a route not established by law, he shall report the same to 
‘at its meeting next thereafter, and such service shall cease at the end of 


ext session of Congress, unless such route is established a post-route by Con- 





Here we give to the Postmaster-General the right in a general way | 


tablish post-routes where they do not exist, and upon which he 


sta 


range mail service, and fix by contract or otherwise the amount 


‘ayment for the mail service, leaving it to be repealed by the suc- 
ding Congress, or leaving it to fallif the succeeding Congress may 
see proper to adopt his action in that particular. 
hese provisions of the statutes simply show that the Government 
United States in establishing mails, whether upon the high 
seas or upon the land, has given to its executive oflicer charged with 
1+ duty broad discretionary power, and has not undertaken to con- 
ne that discretion to routes that are already established by law. 
“T must confess that I have looked carefully, and so far in vain, to find 
what law would be repealed by this proposed amendment to this bill, 
rwhat law would be altered, except as to the method of making these 
acts and paying for the transportation of the mails and the 
manner of their transportation. We have adopted postal cars; we 
have authorized the Postmaster-General to require special cars to be 
built expressly for the purpose of carrying the mails across this con- 
nent in one direction and another. Because we have done that, 
body, I believe, has ever complained that that was repealing any 
law, or that it was an invasion of an established system ; nor 
e held that this amendment is a repeal of any existing law or 
the establishment of a new system. As I have remarked before, it is 
merely an arrangement or amendment of that system so as to make 
ore advantageous for the public. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, I desire to offer a few ob- 
servations to the Senate in regard to the proposition now pending in 
order to show my views upon the subject. I cannot conceive how 
this amendment violates the rule of the Senate to which reference 


has heen made, which provides that— 
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No amendment which proposes general legislation shall be received to any gen- 


eral appropriation bill. 





lhere is some legislation so intimately connected with appropria- 
tions of money that it is impossible toseparate them. There is legis- 
n which does not require, in order to give it effect, any appro- 
priation of public money. I will take the case of public buildings as 
anexample. No one now would pretend to say that if this were the 
sundry civil appropriation bill instead of the Post-Office appropria- 
tion bill, and a Senator came here who had failed to persuade the 
committee, of which I happen to be chairman, to pass favorably upon 
a bill for the erection of a public building in any of the States of the 
Union, and offered a proposition to put the provisions of such a bill 
the sundry civil bill, it would be out of orderon that bill. It has 
never been so held, and the practice of Congress supports me in that 
statement. It will be found on referring to the past that numerous 
instances have occurred where provisions were made for the erection 
of public buildings on sundry civil appropriation bills, and appro- 
priations were made to erect them. 

So with regard tothe Navy. Suppose we had the naval appropria- 
tion bill here, and it was thought necessary to authorize the head of 
that Department of the Government to build some additional ships 
ot war different in model, style, and class from those which were 
recognized before, and some Senator who had at heart the interests 
of this country, wishing to build up this much-neglected arm of the 
public service, came forward with an amendment providing that the 
Secretary of the Navy should have placed at his disposal $1,000,000 
to put the American Navy on a respectable footing, and going beyond 
the mere matter of appropriation, if the mover of such an amend- 
ment thought proper to designate with precision the class of ships 
that were to be built, would any Senator say that such an amendment 
would be in violation of the rule of the Senate? I think not. 

Is this proposition, then, different from those that have been sug- 
gested? It is not; because the very essence of the thing is an appro- 
priation of public money. The essence of this amendment is an ap- 
propriation. Witheut it you can do nothing. There is, as was stated 
awhile ago, some legislation that may be enacted and that may stand 


on 


a eeacent of appropriations, touching general laws; and that kind 
of legislation Limagine this rule was intended to prevent being in- 


corporated into appropriation bills ; but when the main object sought 
to be accomplished is the appropriation of public money, everything 
incidental to it follows the main question and is controlled by it. 
t > test this question, how would we proceed if we were to conform 
cat ‘Wh entertained by the gentlemen who oppose this amend- 
this obje : ph pte would they point out to us for accomplishing 
a a3 ct, If it were the sense of this body that it ought to be per- 
ed? Would they say that it is necessary to pass an independent 
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bill, authorizing the Postmaster-General to establish lines of mail 
communication between the United States and all the countries of 
Europe, and, after that is enacted, then to come in here with another 
distinct proposition to be incorporated into an appropriation bill to 
carry that out? The other proposition amounts to nothing by itself. 
You might pass fifty laws here empowering the Postmaster-General 
to establish lines of communication between the United States and 
Europe, but what would they amount to by themselves? That does 
not hold true, however, with respect to another description of laws 
which would be capable of operation and force independent of any 
appropriation of public money; but in this particular case the very 
necessities of it require that you shall couple an appropriation with 
the authority proposed to be given; and in a case of that kind nothing, 
it seems to me, is clearer than that the appropriation must contro] 
the incidents that follow it, and that they are proper to be ingrafted 
into an appropriation bill. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, confessing very little accurate know! 
edge of the rules, 1 have supposed there was a certain test of the fact 
whether an amendment to one of the general appropriation bills was 
in order or not. The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads of 
course have a clear right to consider any matter connected with the 
postal service and tender an independent bill for the passage of the 
measure they recommend. No one disputes that. They give it con- 
sideration; they state all the facts; they report it favorably to the 
Senate; they place it upon the Calendar and there it takes its chances. 
But they have another right, and that is, if they believe that it isa 
proper thing to do, and that an appropriation ought to be made for 
it, they can refer it to the Committee on Appropriations for its con- 
sideration, and after that committee have had an opportunity to act 
upon it one way or the other, it is in order to test the sense of the 
Senate relative tothe measure that has been so submitted as an amend 
ment to the proper appropriation bill. 

In this particular case the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads did not venture to present this as an independent measure to 
test the sense of the Senate upon it, as they had a right to do, and 
they did not venture to send it to the Committee on Appropriations 
while the Committee on Appropriations had charge of the bill to 
which they now seek to attach it asan amendment. If they had seen 
fit so to do, as they had a perfect right to do, then the Committee on 
Appropriations would have had a right to call upon the head of the 
Post-Office Department to know whether he desired this to be done. 
When this question was up before, in another form, the former Post- 
master-General, Judge Key, was called upon, and he distinetly an- 
swered that it was not necessary and he could not recommend it as a 
postal measure; and the record that was read here two years ago, 
when the question was up in another form, contained a letter of that 
Postmaster-General saying that he was getting all the postal service 
he wanted done for less than 10 per cent. of the amount now sought 
to be given him, and that it was not a postal measure, but a commer- 
cial measure. 

Mr. FERRY. If the Senator will allow me, I think that proposi- 
tion applied to the case of Brazil. 

Mr. BECK. I think it did in great part, and I think this does when 
you sift it down and get clear of the circumlocution about it. 

Mr. FERRY. The Senator referred to the fact that the former 
Postmaster-General had expressed a certain opinion. That referred 
to the case of Brazil; and he stated that if was more of a commer- 
cial interest than a post-route. The proposition was to pay $100,000, 
I think, to concur with the Government of Brazil in appropriating 
$100,000 to a line established between this country and Rio Janeiro, 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator from Michigan tell us what line 
of American-built steamships, manned and officered by Americans, 
we now have to which this appropriation can apply that crosses the 
Atlantic Ocean to any of the great countries of Europe? I should be 
glad to hear. 

Mr. FERRY. If the Senator asks for a reply, I will state that this 
is simply an appropriation left to the discretion of the Postmaster- 
General to apply to the improvement of the postal service upon the 
high seas to foreign countries anywhere. 

Mr. BECK. But at the same time it requires that the mails shall be 
carried in American-built ships, manned and officered by American 
officers and sailors. Does not the Senator from Michigan know that 
there is not a single line that meets that requirement which crosses 
the Atlantic Ocean to any of the great countries of Europe, and that 
this is in fact as much a Brazilian subsidy as if it had been so called ? 

Mr. FERRY. I reply to the Senator in this wise: That simply 
applies to the form or the application of the service, no more and no 
less than it would be if it was proposed to compel the Postmaster- 
General to have the mails carried in postal cars rather than‘in bag- 
gage cars. 

Mr. BECK. But is not the mail to be carried, by the very limita- 
tion of the amendment, over a route to Brazil which alone can meet 
the requirements of the proposition now made? Is there a single 
line anywhere, going to England, to France, to Germany, to the 
Mediterranean, to any of the great countries where our productions 
are going, that can by possibility apply? 

Mr. FERRY. That is stating just what I stated before, that it is 
simply placing asum of money in the hands of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral to be used in his discretion for the interests of the postal service 
between this country and foreign nations. The mere tact of confin- 
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ing it to 1ron ships doe snot atiect the question of order. 7 he amend- 
ment does not specify the size of the steamships, but says that they 
shall be owned in America and manned by American citizens. Thatis 
simply carrying out a form of application for the benefit and best in- 
terests of this Government. If the Senator contends that this is 
reneral legislation, merely providing how the mails shall be carried, 


. . . 
then confining the carrying of the mails upon land in postal cars is 
as much general legislation as this would be. 


Mr. BECK. I think the failure of the Senator from Michigan (who 
is +0 well posted upon all these matters) to answer the question that 
I put to him isa substantial confession that while the amendment is 
supposed to be in the form in which it is now placed more acceptable 
to the American people than if it had been called a subsidy given to 
a single gentleman for carrying the mails to Brazil, it is in fact that 
and nothing more, for there are no other American ships that meet 
the requirements of the law except those upon that single line; and 

stead of limiting, as was done in the bill that was defeated before, 


i 
the discretion of the Postmaster-General to a given sum, it authorizes 
the Postmaster-General with this million of dollars to give whatever 
he thinks fit, because there can be no competition, and whatever is 
demanded must be given, and only one man can make the demand, 
d he is obliged to be the lowest bidder. 
Mr. FERRY. Ifthe Senator will allow me, he must have misappre- 


hended the amendment if he supposes that it is confined to American 
ships. It only provides that they shall be manned and owned by 
e1tiz 

ce ‘K. And no American citizen has any right to own, and 
thenavigation laws prohibit him from owning, anything but an Ameri- 
can-built ship; and if this is to begin now there can be no ship built 
in America within eighteen months or two years from this time to 
carry any of the mails that this purports to provide for. 

When the question comes up, after the point of order is passed on, 
I may have something tosay on that subject; but I desire to say now 
that if the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads desire to make 
this a properamendment to a bill laid before the Senate by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations under the rule, on every consideration of 
fair play the Committee on Appropriations ought to have had the 
right to have that bill before it, to have summoned the gentlemen of 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, if necessary, to pre- 
sent the papers on which they acted, to have summoned the Post- 
master-General, to have summoned the men who are supposed to own 
these ships, to have gone into the whole question, and to have con- 
sidered it. Instead of that this committee deliberately held back 
this measure for five days after the Committee on Appropriations had 
reported the Post-Oflfice appropriation bill to the Senate, after the 
Committee on Appropriations were powerless to consider any ques- 
tion connected with the bill, to call any officer of the Government to 
bring any paper, to call upon the Senator from Michigan orthe Senator 
from Texas, or the Senator from anywhere else to furnish us with the 
information upon which the Post-Office Committee were acting; and 
after they had thus avoided all possibility of an adverse report, which 
adverse repor might have been fatal to this enterprise, they now 
seek to bring it in, holding it back until we could no longer expose 
whatever was wrong in it, could no longer develop the want of neces- 
sity for it, and had no power over it, and then they say they referred 
it to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Senator allow me to make a single sugges- 
tion to him ? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator is laboring under a great mistake if he 
supposes there was any intentional delay on the part of the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. The Senator from Texas, [Mr. 
MAXEY, ] its able and honored chairman, was absent in his own State. 
The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. BAILEY] was also absent from these 
halls. The very day that they arrived here, the chairman called a 
meeting of that committee; and we sought to get the amendment 
before the Appropriations Committee before they reported the bill; 
but from the absence of the members of the committee and two of 
them a part of a subcommittee to whom the subject had been re- 
ferred, it was an impossibility. I assure the Senator from Kentucky 
that there was no intention on the part of the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads to delay the matter. 

Mr. BECK. Iam not dealing with the intention of gentlemen. I 
am speaking of the facts on record. 

Mr. MAXEY. “Deliberately withheld,” I think was the charge. 

Mr. BECK. They withheld it. It did not come before the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations till daysafter the bill was reported. I pre- 
sume that everything is done with deliberation in this body. We had 
this Post-Office appropriation bill before us in the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, and we had every officer of the Post-Office Department 
before the subcommittee of which I was a member and the Senator 
from Pennsylvania chairman. We kept it for days and consulted 
upon every question; we then laid it before the full committee; we 
held it there ; we inquired whether there was to be any proposition 
of subsidy before us, and we had subsidy men on that committee and 
no man said that any such intention existed. 

Mr. MORGAN. I should like to ask the Senator from Kentucky if 
he has any reason to suppose that the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads did not give to this subject as full and fair consideration 
as the Committee on Appropriations would have given to it ? 
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Tet 
Mr. BECK. Well, sir 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. Mr. President—— 
Mr. BECK. Waitamoment. I cannot answer evervbodr at 
I will answer one at atime. The Senator from Alabama i. oe 
if I did not think the Committee on Post-Offices and Dest ene 
it as fair consideration as the Committee on Appropriation ‘S gave 
have given it ifit were before them. Ihave no reason to heli a 
they did not ; but if they intended to act on their own resnorne 


then they ought to have presented the bill to the Se; 





Ine 


ould 
ve that 
PONSiDbility 
1ate whichth 


had so carefully and so well considered, placed it upon the C ile 3 
and given the Senate the benefit of the consideration the, * ) 





it, and not seek to put it on this appropriation bill, because they} 








referred it to a committee that never had a chance to consider 
it isto be in order without referring it to the Committee " a ; It 
priations because of the full consideration given to it ly +ha pa 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, well; if it is to hei, 1 

OPdeé 


because it was sent to the Committee on Appropriations, and js +.) 
made part of their bill because it was so sent, then I deny that 





Committee on Appropriations had any possible chance to consid - 
; b d Nsider it 
to expose its defects, to make an adverse report upon it, and vive + 


whatever effect that adverse report would have given it. 

Mr. MORGAN. There is no rule of the Senate which requipas: 
any bill shall be considered by two committees before it can Iya on 
sidered by this body. No such rule is found in all this code of mi. 
for the government of this body. The consideration of one en: 
tee is all that is required. 

Mr. BECK. Is that a speech or a question ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. INGALLS in the chair.) Th, 
ator from Kentucky declines to yield. 

Mr. BECK. I do for a speech. 

Mr. MORGAN. What I have said is a mere observation, Those 


may be antagonistic committees, perhaps, and I notice that a roy 





raised every time any committee here is supposed to come j the 
slightest degree in collision with the Committee on Appropriations 
of which the honorable Senator is a member, and T believe they pa 
about to absorb all the powers of legislation of this body as I under 


stand, if their claims be conceded, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator from Kentuci 
clines to be interrupted, the Chair will protect him. 

Mr. BECK. I would rather not be interrupted ; and I wish to 
tice that last remark that we were seeking to monopolize all the 
powers of thisGovernment and of the committees of this House- 

Mr. MORGAN. Isaid the Committee on Appropriations were a)bont 
to absorb them if the present claim were conceded. 

Mr. BECK. Absorb! 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BECK. Let me go on if the Senator from Alabama wil] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kentucky is enti 
tled to the floor. ; 

Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, if it is the rule of this body that any- 
thing can be brought before it that has been considered by one com- 
mittee only, why is it necessary to have a rule of the Senate that it 
should be referred to the Committee on Appropriations before it can 
be made properly a part of their bill? That seems to be a rule re- 
quiring that it should be referred to them if it is to be made a part of a 
bill that that committee has under consideration. The consideration 
of asingle committee, the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
will entitle a measure to be placed upon the Calendar and be consid 
ered in the Senate as a bill coming from that committee; but if it is 
to be made a part of an appropriation bill that comes from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, then it has to be sent to that committee, 
and if so sent that committee ought to have a right to look at it, 
ought to have a chance to consider it, ought to have the facts before 
them, and ought to have a right to make an adverse report if they 
think an adverse report should be made. All these things were de- 
nied them in this case. If I said they were designedly denied, I did 
not mean that. The Senator from Maine and the Senator from Texas 
will understand me. I am not sure that I may not have used some 
expression which may be tortured into that; but my meaning was 
that it was held back after we had given ample opportunity by keep- 
ing the Post-Office bill in subcommittee for several days, by consid- 
ering it in the full committee, by waiting fairly to give every person 
an opportunity who had anything to say. = 

As to the Committee on Appropriations absorbing all power, } have 
only to say that it is fortunate for this Government and for the 
Treasury of the Unitod States, in my opinion, that there 1s some 
committee of this body and of the other House not connected with 
any Department of the Government. I never saw a matter come Up 
relating to the national banks that the Comptroller of the Currency 
did not seek to make himself the champion of those whom he hac to 
look after. I never saw anything relative to the Army come up tat 
the Committee on Military Affairs did not seem to think it was au 
outrage on the part of the rest of the Senate if they did not do what 
that committee thought ought to be done with the great department 
they had charge of. The Committee on Naval Affairs seem to aes 
they are the special guardians of the Navy, and that all the other 
members of the Senate are against it. The Committee on Post-Ottices 
and Post-Roads seem to think that they must not only take ¢ harge ot 
everything connected with the Post-Oftice Department, but they must 

















erce of the country in the name of the Post-Office. And 
ne of the committees having charge of special affairs 
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voce those matters especially ; and it is only when a measure comes 

press the Committee on Appropriations, that has to do with no De- | 

Ce nt of the Government, and has no special championship of 

and has nothing to do with any of them, and is not | 

ial contact with any of them, that the whole question 


nartment 
anv of them, 
shrown in spec : 2 ; 
looked at with regard to the interests of the public. Iam glad 
e my friend from Massachusetts [ Mr. DAWEs } nodding acquies- 
+o that, for he and I stood side by side for six years and suffered 
»eome of the things Iam now speaking of at the other end of 





cel t 
nnde 
th s ( apitol 
So. when th . 
he has made, that we are absorbing everything, in my judgment 
‘) find it is fortunate for the country that we are absorbing some 
‘| have never heard this Committee on Appropriations here 
thextravagance. I have at the other end sometimes; but 
1 think that all the action of this Committee on Appropriations shows 
‘hat we are endeavoring to keep down the expenditures of the Gov- 
ment, and ket p out of our necessary appropriation bills all legis- 
» that is not germane to them. 
+ that what is foreign to the object of running the Post-Office De- 
“ment. The question in regard to the great commercial relations 
eehig country, Whether with Brazil, with England, with France, or 
- » other country , should be considered upon independent propo- 
rons, standing on their own merits, and not on bills which the 
eyiee require Shall be merely to make appropriations in accordance 
vith existing laws, and to carry out existing laws. That requirement 
much better observed when outside issues and questions not pro- 
vided for by law stand upon an independent footing, and when the 
Senate and House once pass them we never fail to appropriate money 
so earry them on. To have a matter of this kind put on a bill like 
this, when we have had no opportunity to consider it, which was 
aid before the Senate five days after the bill had passed from us, 
thereby depriving the Senate of the benefit of the investigation of 
the Committee on Appropriations, does not, in my opinion, give the 
tax-payers of the country the chance they ought to have and would 
haveif that committee had had a chance to consider the proposition. 

[ have endeavored to say nothing about the merits of this proposi- 

tion. Perhaps I may be heard upon them when it does come up. I 
yot profess to know very much of the rules, but I have stated my 
idgment of the matter. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky has seen 

er, in what I conceive to be not the correct or true spirit, to 
arraign a committee of this body, composed of gentlemen in every 
ossible sense his equal, of having deliberately withheld an impor- 
tant bill, intimating thereby that that committee by some covert 
process was attempting to foist on the country a proposition against 
the best interests of the country. 

Mr. BECK. I explained that. 

Mr. MAXEY. A statement of that kind should never be made unless 
it is sustained by facts. What are the facts in regard toit? The 
Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN]J—and I am thankful for it—very 
properly stated the reasons. I returned from Texas on last Saturday. 
[ found pending in the Post-Oftice Committee a bill presented by the 
Senator from Alabama effecting the object of this amendment, and 
one by the colleague of the Senator from Kentucky, and perhaps two 
others, They had not been acted on for the reason given by the Sen- 
ator from Maine. As soon as I returned on Saturday, the first thing 
I did was to call a special meeting of the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads for the purpose of considering these measures. That 
committee met on Monday morning. Failing to complete the work 
on Monday morning, we obtained an order of the Senate authorizing 
us to sit during the session of the Senate on Monday for the purpose 
of completing the consideration of the subject. The work was com- 
pleted on Monday evening, and on Monday evening the report of the 
committee was made, the 7th of February, and it was referred by the 
order of the Senate to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The Senator from Kentucky assumes, notwithstanding the decision 
01 the Senate to the contrary, that the Committee on Appropriations 
had no opportunity to examine it. I say that is not true. The com- 
mittee had not only the opportunity by the record, but notice was 
given to the Senator in charge of the bill that this amendment had 
been referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and the Senate is 
presumed to act with some degree of judgment and common sense ; 
and when they made the order refert ing the amendment to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, notwithstanding that committee had made 
ts report on the appropriation bill, it was evidence that the Senate 
“tu! controlled that committee and directed that committee to exam- 
iné that matter, 

That was on the 7th instant. The bill was not called up here until 
ue 10th, yesterday. Three days passed by, and during all that time 
bee enmittes, through the Senator from Kentucky, complain that 
me ~ opportunity to examine it. Sir, the record of the fact 
it and a ae ofanyman. They had three days to examine 
Offices an 1 Po Senator sees proper to arraign the Committee on Post- 
seciad aa ene. in every sense the equal of the Committee on 
ing to take eae because they were by some covert process attempt- 
atraigns a vantage of the Committee on Appropriations; and he 
mous every Committee here, the Naval Committee, the Military 


reed W1 


nmit 


i 


; 
‘ 
i 
; 


e Senator from Alabama comes to analyze the sugges- | 


Here we are striving to keep | 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


! 





1463 


Committee, and every other committee as intending to do that which 
is against the best interests of the country, leaving only the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations as the true and sole defenders of this great 
country. 
Upon what meat doth this our Cxsar f 
Phat he is grown so great? 

Mr. President, I give to every one on this tloor credit, and do it sin- 
cerely, for doing his duty, his whole duty, and nothing but his duty 
tothe country. I believe the Senator from Kentucky, from his stand- 
point, endeavors to do his duty; I endeavor to do mine; and so I give 
credit to all men here; but I deny the right of any man to arraign 
one Senator for appearing to be derelict in duty, or seeking by any 
process to obtain an advantage and run rough-shod into the Treasury 
to take ont money not for the general good of the country. 

Mr. President, there has been enough of that kind of thing. The 
Committee on Appropriations constantly endeavors from the lights 
before it todo itsduty. I have never asserted otherwise. The Com- 
mittee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads endeavors to do its duty, and 
so I believe every committee of this body endeavors to do its whole 
duty to the country; and so far as I am concerned, I hold myself re- 
sponsible, not to the Senator from Kentucky, but to the people of the 
State which sent me here and to the people of this country for my 
acts, and they will compare with those, I think, of the Senator from 
Kentucky. 

Sir, the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads believed this 
measure Was a wise One and in the best interest ofthe country. The 
Senator from Kentucky thinks otherwise. Am Ito charge that be- 
cause his judgment does not agree with mine, therefore he is en- 
deavoring to build up the interest of some one man as against all 
others? [I am proud that it is not in my heart to believe all men who 
disagree with me are acting in bad faith. I have learned where men 
can best learn that fact, that honest men may honestly differ. I give 
to those who differ with me on this proposition credit for as much 
sincerity as I have in the position I take. I believe that this measure 
is in the best interest of the country, and therefore IL advocate it ; and 
the Post-Oflice Committee, of which I have the honor to be chairman, 
by a large majority took that view of the question and so reported, 
and we are willing to test the sense of the Senate and go before the 
country on that. Whether the Senator from Kentucky be right or 
whether we be right, is a question to be settled after the measure is 
passed. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, it seems to me idle to get into a 
dispute over a question that is not before the Senate or to lug in here 
extraneous matter. The question as to whether this amendment 
was properly referred to the Committee on Appropriations was made 
by myself as a point of order to the Chair last night; it was dis- 
cussed; and the Chair ruled the point of order not well taken, and 
the Senate acquiesced. That question was disposed of. The Sena- 
tor from Texas well stated that he called my notice to the proposi- 
tion that he now submits. The Committee on Appropriations were 
not called together to discuss the subject because I supposed that the 
matter would come to the Senate and they would have full control 
of it all. That matter has really passed out of the committee and is 
on the record. The only question now for the Senate and the one 
that we ought to approach in the proper spirit if seems to me, and 
with the determination to have it settled upon what is the law and 
the proper interpretation of our rule simply is, is this general legisla- 
tion upon an appropriation bill? That is the point of order that I 
made to the Senate last night in the performance of my duty in 
charge of this bill. I endeavored to set it on its feet for the consid- 
eration of the Senate. The Chair sustained me that the point of 
order was well taken, and the Senator from Texas took an appeal, 
and that appeal is now pending; and the simple question for the deter- 
mination of the Senate is, not whether the Appropriations Commit- 
tee is absorbing anything, but are these words * that the Postmaster- 
General shall have the right toestablish mail-steamship lines ” general 
legislation? That isthe question. It is not a question as to whether 
there is to be transportation of foreign mails by routes now in exist- 
ence; but the simple question for the Senate now to determine on 
this bill is, has the Postmaster-General under this clause the power 
to establish mail-steamship lines, and if so is not that general legis- 
lation? They do not exist now. Mail-steamship lines are to be 
established, which implies its creation of the steamship itself, the 
enactment of the route on which and the ports between which the 
steamship is tosail, everything that is necessary to the starting of the 
mail from ourshoresand to the reception of it inanothercountry, tothe 
vehicle that transports the mail and allthat surrounds that question. 
These are questions of legislation all of which are involved in this 
single proposition. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. 
question ? 

Mr. WALLACE. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Does this direct the Postmaster-General or 
the contracting company to carry the mail in these steamship lines f 

Mr. WALLACE. When there is no route established, when there 
is no power of law to authorize the hire of steamships, when there is 
no power of law to create steamships, this is entirely a new propo- 
sition ; itis not giving simply a power he expend money for the trans- 
portation of the mail, but it is voting money for the establishment 
of mail-steamship lines. I answer in the words of the amendment. 


Will the Senator allow me to ask hima 
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Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I ask the Senator, is not the whole ocean a 
post-route? Is not every navigable stream a post-route? If the 
ocean i8 a post-route now under the general law, does the contract 
by the Postmaster-General to carry the mail on it establish a line? 

Mr. WALLACE. The Senator does not take the amendment in its 
very words in asking his question. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Suppose I put it, then, that the additional 
inducement of a mail contract would induce private corporations to 
establish a line for the purpose of carrying the mails, does the com- 
pauy establish the line, or does the Postmaster-General establish the 
line? Does not the company establish the line; does not the com- 
pany build the st amship ; and does not the Postmaster-General sim- 
ply contract with that « ompany to Carry the mails? 

Mr. WALLACE. If the Senator from Georgia will put the amend- 
ment in the form which it ought to be “for the transportation of 
foreign mails,” and giving power to execute a contract under the 
statute as it exists, he will be within the rule, and it will not be gen- 
ut I answer in the words of the amendment itself, 
i shment of mail-steamship lines,” and it involves 
the use of the ships, the creation of the ships, the ports between which 
they are to run: all that is to be done by the Postmaster-General, and 

h | legislation what is it? 
Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Now, 1 call the attention of the Senator to 
he law, and ask him if this amendment is any different from this, 
f it proposes general legislation more emphatically than this, or if 
t establishes a steam line more emphatically than this establishes a 





Sec. 4002. The mail between the United States and any foreign port, or between 





s of the Unit ites touching ata foreign port, shall be transported in steam- 
tthe Postmaster-General may have such transportation performed by 
sailing ssels when the service can be facilitated thereby. 
Does that establish steamship lines by the Postmaster-General ? 


Mr. WALLACE. The Senator from Georgia answers the point of 
order in regard to general legislation by quoting general legislation 
tren the statute -book. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. The very point is, is not the amendment 
now proposed simply a provision to enable the Postmaster-General 
to carry out existing law? 

Mr. WALLACE. It does not contain an appropriation for the 
transportation of the mails upon mail-routes now in existence, and 
that is the point toward which appropriation bills usually go. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, Will the Senator allow me to ask a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. WALLACE. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I ask him how the foreign mails are now 
carried under existing law; and if there is any difference between it 
and the propositions now pending; it is not in favor of American 
ships ? 

Mr. WALLACE. Should the Senator take the bill which has been 
passed through the Committee of the Whole he will find how appro- 
priations are made, and he will find on page &, line 184, the appro- 
priations for foreign mails in these words: 

For transportation of foreign mails, $225,000. 

hat is the way we make provision for the transportation of for- 
eign mails. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. How are the mails now carried to Great 
Britain ! 

Mr. WALLACE. They are carried to Great Britain under a special 
contract made in reference to the amount of postage. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. In what description of ships 

Mr. WALLACE. In steamships. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Owned abroad ? 
pet at. 

Mr. WALLACE. Then let us come back to the question; let us 
hold ourselves to the single question involved in this measure. There 
is no use of getting excited over it. The whole, single point is, do 
the words “tor the establishment of mail-steamship lines” involve 
the duty of general legislation, the creation of general legislation by 
the Postmaster-General? If they do, then this amendment is not in 
order; if they do not, it is, and that is all there is of this question. 

Mr. GARLAND. Mr. President, I intend, at the invitation of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, to confine myself strictly and legiti- 
mately to the question presented, which is whether the ruling of the 
Chair yesterday evening on this question of order is correct. The 
Chair ruled yesterday that the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Alabama to the Post-Oflice Appropriation bill was not in order 
because under clause 1 of Rule 29 of the Senate it proposed general 
legislation, and therefore is obnoxious to that rule. The word to be 
construed to get at the meaning of the rule in regard to this amend- 
ment is the word “general.” Certainly this is a general appropria- 
tion bill. Now by implication under this rule which denies the 
power to receive an amendment that proposes general legislation, of 
course special legislation may be in order by way of amendment. 
That is as clearly to be inferred from the rule as if it was stated in 
so many words. Special legislation is allowed, then, to what? To 
the particular matter in hand. What is that? That is to the postal 
service of the United States. We cannot, by an amendment, put any- 
thing in reference to the distribution of pensions upon this bill. We 
cannot tack on the Geneva award, under this rule, to this bill. We 
cannot tack on the Indian serveralty bill by an amendment to this 
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T is what I want to 
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bill. Nor can we put on anything that is not fermane to ana 
nected with the postal service by an amendment to this bil 
That is all that Rule 29 attempted to provide against y 3 =" 

no general legislation lying outside of the subject-matter it lf nn) 
be incorporated by an amendment upon a general appro riatio, rT 
That is all there is in the rule, because I wish Senators vo 0 bul, 
how completely and how fairly would be emasculated the wr 
ported by the Committee on Appropriations itself if this welnng 


t th 
LOT the 


or 








rule, because the committee can no more usurp this Power in prea... 
ing a bill here than can any Senator violate the rule Present. 


by proy 


POSINe 


general legislation on this bill. Yesterday evening 
marksI made I referred to some portions of this bil], _ 
posed of general legislation, according to the definit 


in the tew oa 
It is largely , 


ion of the Say ont 


» ~ Da: = Se Thara ia arearralo <« aii me ° : 

from Pennsylvania. There is scarcely a paragraph in it, certair 
not a page in it, that is without some general legislation, ‘a, rding 
to the interpretation of the Senator from Pennsylvania, whic) I : 
not concede to be “ general legislation ” within the interpretati a 
this rule. I adverted yesterday to the provision in lines 9x 09 .. 
coming down to line 59, which begins: ee 

And the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to take the necessay 
to rent a suitable building or buildings for the use of the money rder of 
Post-Oflice Department. : 

Then further on, on page 5: 

And the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to expend not to exces 
thereof for special railroad service between the Union Depot in East Saint 1... 
Illinois, and the Union Depot in Saint Louis, Missouri; and such sum 
clude depot room and transfer service at each terminal— 

An amendment put on by the committee, I believe on the, 
of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. VEsT. } 

Then in line 107 I find: 

Said company shall have its pay reduced 10 per cent. on the rates fixed iy 
tion 4002 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by act of July 12, 1876, « 4 





act making appropriations for the service of the Post-Oftice Departn 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, and for other purposes,” &c 

There it goes on and absolutely repeals existing legislation. Noy 
this amendment only seeks to modify the law which has been read} 
the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. MORGAN,] which makes the gr 
ocean a highway for the carrying of the mails of the United States 
That is all there is of it. It is not within the ingenuity of man to 
fritter this rule away under the clause as to general legislation, which 
has reference entirely to propositions and subjects-matter outside of 
the particular object and scope of the bill. 

The Senator from Pennsylvauia says that this makes a steamship 
service. Very well; that question is res adjudicatain the Senate. In 
the third session of the Forty-fifth Congress the Senate had under 
consideration a bill (H. R. No. 6143) “ making appropriations for the 
service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1850, and for other purposes,” just the bill we have here; and 
“on the question to agree to the amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads to establish ocean mail-steam- 
ship service between the United States and Brazil, a question of order 
was raised ‘ that the amendment was not germane to the subject-mat- 
ter contained in the bill, and could not properly be included in it.’” 
The Chair submitted the question to the Senate for its decision. It 
was determined that the amendment was in order—yeas 30, nays 23. 
A second question of order was raised, to wit: “that the amend- 
ment proposed general legislation ” 

Mr. CONKLING. What instance does the Senator referto! _ 

Mr. GARLAND. I am referring to the decision in the Forty-fifth 
Congress, third session, on the Post-Office appropriation bill. “A 
second question of order was raised, to wit: that the amendment,’ 
that is, the amendment reported by the Committee on Post-Olflices and 
Post-Roads to establish mail-steamship service between the United 
States and Brazil, was out of order under Rule 29. The first question 
of order was that it was not germane. The Senate said it was. Then 
came the second question : 

That the amendment proposed general legislation to a general appropriation bill 
and could not be received under the first clause of the twenty-ninth rule. 

The Chairsubmitted the question to the Senate: “ Is the amendment 
in order ?”— 

It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 33, nays 26. 

That is just this question. That amendment was to establish 
mail-steamship service that did not then exist, which is just what 
this is intended to do, and the particular limitation, between the 
United States and Brazil, does not take it out of the operation of this 
rule, because under this the Postmaster-General may establish a line 
from here to Brazil or from here to anywhere else. It does seem to 
me that the interpretation of the words “general legislation | 10 Rule 
29 leaves no room to doubt; but if there was room to doubt, here is 
a case where after a long and somewhat tedious discussion, which all 
who were here then remember, the Senate solemnly adjudicated that 
such an amendment was in order to just exactly this bill from the 
same committee. . 7 J ; sian ae 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, the chairman of the Committee ol 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads has substantially answered the — 
made by the Senator from Kentucky when he criticised the — 
pursued by that committee. I intended to obtain the floor ee 
purpose of restating what had been said by the Senator from = - 
that so far as the chairman of the Committee on Post-Offices @ 
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Roads was Cot cerned he had discharged fully his duty. 





Having 


i here at a late day, he availed himself of the very first day, 
ai oe . ° 77a ; ‘ 
Mot vy. to call the committee together to consider the very 
af MUs 2? “ . ‘ « 
tect now pending before the Senate. 


“ow I want to say in that regard that not only did this committee 

ne its ordinary hours, but the chairman called the committee 
ther in special session on the same day in the a fternoon, and hour 
> hour was spent in the consideration of this subject and this alone. 

i han eo faras consideration is concerned, the Committee on Post- 
and Post-Roads gave it every attention that could be de- 
i of them, and when they had arrived at a conclusion at a late 
Monday evening, the chairman was directed to report to the 

this amendment. Now a member of the Committee on Ap- 
tions states in the hearingof the Senate that every amendment 
‘1 be submitted to that committee before they have concluded 
ndoment upon the bill to which an amendment relates. I de- 
recall the attention of the Senate to the fact and I especially 
mn to the bill appropriating money for rivers and harbors, 
when that bill has been pending have amendments been 
tted to the Senate and referred to the committee in order to 
vithin therule? No Senator upon this floor has ever contended 
that an amendment of that kind should be referred before the 
had concluded its work upon the appropriation bill before 


treantii 


oan bil 
Committee on Appropriations is industrious; and in saying 
it the compliment that every Senator will pay it. It not 
lischarges its duty, but it is perhaps if not more industrious 
: other at least as industrious as any committee of the Senate. 
stand this committee sitsevery day. Is it not so? Amember 
ate before me assents to that statement, that the commit- 
ton sitsevery day. This amendment was referred to it on the 7th, on 
Monday last, and to-day is Friday, the 11th; so that the Committee 
, riations has had so many days’ notice of this amendment 
sideration, and if that committee has not considered it, it is 
e fault of the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads, nor 
hairman of that committee who moved the amendment. 


Now. Mr. President, I desire to call the attention of the Senate for 
few moments to the merits of this question. The amendment does 
stablish any steamship lines. The bill itself appropriates $225,- 

r foreign postal service, and that in the judgment of the Sena- 

tor from Kentucky is perfectly legitimate. This amendment provides 
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r additional postal service and makes an appropriation of $1,000,000 | 


for that purpose. What further does it say? Not that steamships 
shall be built, not that any particular line shall be established, but 
tsimply restrains the Postmaster-General to an equitable distribu- 
tion of the service upon the public waters, saying that between the 
\tlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports there shall be an equitable 
bution of the postal lines to foreign nations. 
That the service shall not be performed, 
except by steamshipsowned by American citizens—not built by Amer- 
an citizens, but owned and manned by American citizens; so that 
f there are no such steamships, not a dollar of the appropriation 
and I say here to-day, that no steamship line is inti- 
or established by this amendment. It is simply saying to the 






What more does it say ? 


in be Taken 5 


@ 
nated 
ipon the great waters between this country and foreign nations, it 
shall be upon steamships owned and manned by American citizens, 
simply that and nothing else. 

The Senator from Arkansas has well said that when the question 
of subsidy for a line between this Government and Brazil was up, 
when the proposition offered clearly was the establishment of a line 
ind detining the character of the vessel that it should be a steam- 
slip of so many tons burden, built of iron, the Senate decided that it 
was in order as an amendment to an appropriation bill. Here is an 
appropriation simply adding to the appropriation for postal service. 


7 
| 






and between it and foreign countries are post-routes so established by 
iw, The Postmaster-General to-day under the law is authorized to 
establish postal service upon the water. He can establish postal 


many routes to-day where service is not placed. That matter is left 
entirely to the discretion of the Postmaster-General. Why? Be- 
cause you limit the appropriation and it is but right and just that 
you should leave it to his discretion. Here you propose to vote a 
miion dollars, and to say to the Postmaster-General that in his dis- 
cretion he shall place the mails upon certain ships that shall best serve 
the postal interests of the country. That is the whole nature of the 
amendment. ; 

1 recall the attention of the Senate to a case where an amendment, 
taink was offered by the Senator from Louisiana, not now in his 
seat, [ Mr. KELLOGG, } to the sundry civil appropriation bill regulat- 
ing the Federal election laws and on a point of order that it was not in 
— and an appeal taken to the Senate from the ruling of the Chair, 
he from Louisiana. I say where there is perfect relevancy, 
tion hey is simply an additional appropriation to an appropria- 
“on XX 6 same service in the bill, the point of order is not well 


Chain’ and I hope the Senate will overrule the decision of the 


Mr. WHYTE. 


i 


I only desire to say a few words upon the subject 


W@ Senate sustained the right to move the amendment proposed by | 


a 
405 
of this point of order. 


This bill is sought to be amended by interpo- 
lating a clause of th 


is character : 
For additional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be « xpende 


der the direction of the Postmaster-General, in the establishment of mail-steamship 


lines, equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacitic ports ke 


So that this million of dollars is not to be appropriated to pay sp: 
cifically for carrying the foreign mails, but it is a lumping appropr 
ation to be equitably distributed among steamship lines to be est 
lished by the Postmaster-General. If that is notsubsidy in the broad 
est and baldest sense, I do not know what Phat is tl 
proposition. 

Then the proviso is: 





subsidy is. 


That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and manned by An 
ican citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be iron steamships, a 
cepted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due 
worthy and properly titted for such 


inspection, as in all respects s 


service, 


rhe objection made to that amendment is that it is general legisla 
tion, and the Senator from Arkansas refers us to the terms of the 
itself. One of his references is to the bill itself as an argument why 
the objection to this amendment ought not to prevail, because the bill 
eneral legislation. That is no argument, and I 
was surprised to hear it come from the Senator from Arkansas. The 
amendment is the point, not the bill. Of course the original bill 
could contain general legislation. The point is that the amendment 
contains general legislation, and therefore is not to be adopted or 
received to a general appropriation bill. Now, what is general legis 
lation ? 

‘The Senator from Arkansas, with his acuteness as a lawyer, under- 
takes to discriminate between general legislation and special legisla- 
tion; but that is not what I understand to be meant by the use of 
the words “‘ general legislation” in this rule. ‘General legislation” 
as used in this rule is understood to be that which in parliamentary 
usage has been so known since 1837 in the House of Representatives, 
and subsequently in the Senate. It is any legislation which changes 
existing law; that shall not be put on an appropriation bill by way 
of amendment. Thatis whatit means. The appropriation bill is to 
carry out existing law. That is what itis for. A general appropri- 
ation bill everybody knows is a bill appropriating money to carry 
out that which is regulated by the existing law, and these bills are 
divided into several classes, I think now about thirteen appropriation 
bills in all general in their character. They are intended to cover 
expenditures regulated by existing law. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Will the Senator permit me to 
question ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Wherein does this amendment change the 
existing law ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Iam going to show directly. First, I want to estab- 
lish the fact that that is the legislation at which the rule strikes, 
legislation which changes existing law, because a general appropria- 
tion bill is to carry out existing law and to provide means to pay for 
those expenses which are regulated by existing law. That is whatI 


bill 


itself contains some g 


ask him a 


| understand a general appropriation bill to be. 


Postmaster-General whenever you shall add to the postal service | 


Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator from Maryland permit me to 
interpose for a moment 

Mr. WHYTE. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I see clearly the distinction the Senator states 
between an appropriation bill and an amendment to an appropriation 
bill, and I agree with him that the rule is leveled at amendments. 
I ask the Senator, however, in view of that distinction, what becomes 
of an amendment printed here on the face of the bill on page 2, and 
I ask him that question not because the decrees of the Appropriations 


| Committee change or even construe the rules of the Senate, but be- 


ihe Senator from Georgia well said that the waters of our country | 





| Territory 
| Maryland do with that, although the text of the bill may escape his 


cause if this rule is to be good for anything, if it is worth contend- 
ing for at all, it must be uniform in its operation. Here as I under- 
stand, on the motion to be sure of the Committee on Appropriations— 
which I must say I do not think makes an amendment any more 
competent than if it was on the motion of my friend from Mary- 


; cM | land—is an amendment striking out what was found in the House 
service not only there but upon land upon all railroads. There are | 


bill and putting in I will not stop to count how many lines which 
change existing law and make provision for the modus operandi of 
letting mail contracts in every State, if I understand it, and in every 
of the United States. Now what will the Senator from 


observation under the distinction he has drawn—what will he do 
with the thing which is confessedly an amendment on the face of 
this bill which does not appropriate money and does nothing except 
to uproot and change existing law? 

Mr. WHYTE. Ido not do anything with it at all. It is a report 
from the Committee on Appropriations amending the character of the 
language of the bill itself, which had been no doubt inserted by those 
astute publishers of newspapers in the District of Columbia who 
wanted to make a recent act passed by this body apply to the Post- 
Office Department. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
the rule? 

Mr. WHYTE. Nota bit; but no objection was made to it. I am 
not arguing in favor of it. I think it was against the rule, as the 
Senator from New York no doubt saw. I agree with him. 

Mr. President, the Senator from New York has very properly sug- 


But does that make it any more competent under 






































gested to me that the amendment of the Committee on Appropria- 
te tions on page 2 of the bill may be liable to the very objection that I 
: am now urging against the amendment proposed by the Post-Ollice 

Committee; but that does not make it any better. No question of 

order was raised upon that amendment; it passed nem. con. both in 
x Committee of the Whole and in the Senate, and therefore it is out of 
cl the way for me to stop to discuss that. I come back to the point at 





P| which I was when the Senator from New York interrupted me. 
hy I say that a general appropriation bill being a bill to carry out 
existing law, it was intended by both Houses of Congress, though the 
f language is not exactly the same, but the spirit of the rule is the same, 
to prevent the tac king on toa general appropriation bill of an amend- 


ment that changed existing law, because the idea was that an appro- 
i } priation bill general in its character was only executing the existing 
me law by providing the money for it. Now, I refer to the old rules of 
the House of Representatives, not referring to anything that has been 
transacted in the House, which I have no right to do under the rule, 
but referring to this as a matter of parliamentary history, which is 
perfectly proper in debate, and the spirit of this very rule is incor- 
porated in the rale of the House, the old rule of 1837, and the more 


recent rule of 1876, which provides in these terms: 





No appropriation shall be reported in such general appropriation bills, or be in 
der as an amendment thereto, for any expenditure not previously authorized by 
‘ 
That was the old rule. You could not introduce it at all if it had 
a } lew: t 4 , + ‘ ] Por 
not been previously authorized by law; but it went on a little fur- 
3 l 
at ther 
unless in continuation of appropriations for such public works and objects as are 
already in progress. Norshall any provision inany such bill or amendment thereto 
i changing existing ] be in order except such as, being germane to the subject- 
ee matter of the bill, shall 


Not increase the appropriations, but— 

etrench expenditures 

That was the object. No appropriation was allowed to change ex- 
isting law unless you could get it in under the theory that it reduced 
the appropriation instead of enlarging it. An amendment contain- 
ing an appropriation increasing the amount in a general appropria- 
tion bill was out of order if it changed existing law, and it must 
change existing law if it increased, because the appropriation bill 
was supposed to be carrying out existing law. 

Now, does not this change existing law? The Senators, every one 
of them, who have argued in favor of this amendment being in order 
have out of their own mouths condemned themselves by the very au- 
thority to which they have referred, the Revised Statutes. Every 
one of them shows that the existing law limits the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral in the amount of money that he can pay to American steamships 
and limits him also to the amount he can pay to foreign vessels. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask the Senator from Maryland whether he is 
quoting now as the law the rule that is at present obligatory on the 
‘ Senate or the rule that used to be obligatory on the House ? 

Mr. WHYTE. I am quoting the rule which emanated from the 
House and which in its spirit has been adopted in the Senate, which 

existed as far back as 1837, has been re-enacted in 1576 in more spe- 

! cilic terms, but which is ingrafted in the rules of the Senate almost 
in totidem verbis. The words “ general legislation ” refer to the change 
of existing law, and have always been so understood except when a 
majority of the Senate in the exercise of their wisdom and their judg- 
ment have chosen to vote otherwise, and which sometimes happens, 
I admit. 

Now, Mr. President, the law expressly provides a iimitation of the 
amount which shall be paid, and that is for carrying the mail; it is 
the sea postage and the inland postage to American vessels, and sea 
postage to others according to this clause in the Revised Statutes : 
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Sec. 4009. For transporting the mail between the United States and any foreign 
port, or between ports of the United States touching at a foreign port, the Post- 











master-General may allow as compensation, if by a United States steamship, any 
sum not exceeding the sea and United States inland postage; and if by a foreign 
| steamship or by a sailing-vessel, any sum not exceeding the sea postage, on the mail 





80 transported 







That isto be repealed by this amendment, and in lieu of thata 
bonus, a distribution, a gift enterprise is to be established at the Post- 
Office Department and a million of dollars are to be equitably dis- 
tributed between the steamship lines which the Postmaster-General 

é may choose to establish if he can get ships owned and manned by 
Bie | American sailors, and they be of iron. Where are the ships? Who 
; can get them during the time that this appropriation runs—for one 
year? 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Maryland in discussing the point 
of order has gone into the merits of this question. I beg to say to him 
that I will not vote for any amendment that does not give opportu- 
nity to American citizens who may desire to contract to carry the 
mail to get their ships wherever they can buy them; and so it is un- 
derstood that this amendment provides. 

Mr. WHYTE. No, Mr. President, I am not going now into the 
; merits. If it is decided to be in order, I will go into the merits of the 
; measure at the proper time, and to the full extent of my ability en- 

deavor to defeat it. I look upon it as a subsidy of the clearest char- 
acter, and I feel that it is my duty to oppose it if it comes before the 
Senate. I do not object to other gentlemen entertaining their views, 
es iat and I will discuss it respectfully with them. I will say nothing dis- 
‘4 agreeable, I trust, to any gentleman in the discussion of this subject; 
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but I will discuss it with all the power that I possess, because] 
is not only reviving that which has been tried and proved ad 
failure in the past, but that it is opening the door of the Tre 
depletion hereafter by all sorts of enterprises inaugurated ¢.: 
purpose of getting into the public Treasury. But T will ne “ae 
upon that; I am coming back for one moment longer to the = 
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator yield to me for a mo: 


? 


journ ? 

Several SeNaTORS. Let us get through. 

Mr. WHYTE. I shall not take five minutes. 

Mr. President, I was about to call the attention of the sa 
what the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] had said. |] 1 a 
to demonstrate that this term “ general legislation ” had referer: 
the changing of existing law, and the Senator from Delaware 


believe 
SaStre 


Tre Wllry { 


et 


' 
BAYARD } doubtless had that in his mind when he proposed ¢ ul 
Senator from Alabama the insertion of the words “under ecie. 
law.” The Senator from Alabama saw at once that would aac 
because the amendment changes existing law, and under Gites 
the old 1ule of the House—under this rule, which we have ado ta) 


in spirit in the Senate, this is general legislation, in my jydomon 
But the Senator from Arkansas refers us to the action of tha Senat.: 
1879, I think it was, refers us to the action of the Senate on the B 
zilian subsidy. I well remember it. We had the subject under , 
cussion then, and a majority of the Senate did decide that the gy 
ment then proposed was in order, and that majority carried th 
through. What was the fate of the bill? It went back to the] 
we had a conference on it; the conference failed to agree. Ones 
of order were raised upon our amendment, and dispute arose betwe, 
the two Houses, and we appointed a committee of five, of whi 
had the honor to be one, to investigate the differences between ; 
two Houses, and what was the result? The bill failed, and an ex 
session of Congress, the first session of the Forty-sixth Congress, es 
the consequence. It failed; it went by the board; and so [| try 
that a majority of the Senate will allow this appropriation } 
pass without this amendment on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Shall the decision of the Chair s 
as the judgment of the Senate? 

Mr. EATON called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordere 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the call of the roll proceeds seeing as | 
do already a conflict and misunderstanding as to the effect of t¢} 
vote, I ask the Chair whether I am right in saying that those wh 
vote nay” vote that the offered amendment is admissible unde; 
the rule, and those who vote “ yea” vote to exclude the amendment 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The present occupant of the cl 
understands, not having been presiding at the time when the » 
was made, that the pending amendment was held to be inadmiss 
ble under the first clause of the twenty-ninth rule, from whicl 
cision the Senator from Texas took an appeal, which is now pending 
and that is the point which is now before the Senate, the questio 
being, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of t 
Senate ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Not meaning to detain the Senate except for a 
moment, I shall vote that the offered amendment is admissible unde 
the rule, and I should be glad to give that vote without in form vot 
ing to overrule the decision of the Chair, given as that decision was 
by a Senator who, in addition to being an accomplished parliamen 
tarian, is always just and candid in his decisions. I shall vote that 
the amendment is admissible, not upon the rule alone as it stands 
in the print which the Presiding Officer read and on which he de 
cided, but under that rule as it has been construed again and aga 
in instances cited and in other instances as well by the Senate, an 
by the Senate after discussion and consideration I shall so vote 0 
the rule as it stands construed not only by the Senate but by tl 
committees of the Senate, including the Appropriations Committe 
now from whom this bill comes, their construction, (as I quote t! 
distinguished Senator from Maryland when I say) being accepted nev 
con. by the Senate in Committee of the Whole and also technically 1! 
the Senate. They report a bill containing a section which leaving t! 
words “for advertising $35,000” proceeds with many lines to ¢ 
nothing except to change existing law, confining that change t rb 
sure to the disposition and application to be made of the money spokt 
of in the section. 

Observing the spirit and scope of that amendment, the 
from Arkansas says and other Senators say that the term “ genet 
legislation” as employed in the rule before us applies to legisiatie 
dehors the appropriation, legislation alien to that legislation, tou 
ing other topics. So the Committee on Appropriations seem to Tess 
the rule; so the Senate has given the committee repeated warra 
to read the rule, as for example when on an appropriation bill . 
tions were moved regulating the establishing of law tou hing 
holding and verification of elections. I have not forgotten that ! 
vote of the Senate, after a debate which was thorough if being |‘ 
could make it thorough, it was decided that provisions such as I ave 
referred to were not offensive to the rule under which the pend'ne 
point is made. ee ee 

So I cannot forget having heard the Senator recite if, aithous” 
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fore I was not quite sure of the nature of the amendment or 0 
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very bill to which it was proposed, I remembered, as I aes 

day in general terms, that an amendment like this, certgin iy 
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noxious as this in respect of the point of order, was propose 
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wriation bill ; it turns out to this very appropriation bill, the 
+ Ofice appropriation bill; and it was held in order after a full 
sesion, because I may say without impropriety that the Senate is 
«eo in its glory as on a question of order. Nothing ever receives 
» hands of the Senate more copious and more pointed consider- 
than a thorough-going question of order. After such consider- 
snch an amendment offered to this very appropriation bill was, 
the veas and nays, ascertaining the views of the Senate member 
amber, deliberately held to be competent. 
r+ was the saying of a great lawyer and a great judge, in sub- 
ee—I do not quote his words—that certainty in laws is more im- 
-rant than philosophy; it is not so vital that the law should be 
ht as that the law should be certain. I say that of the rules of the 
and if, after all the occasions on which amendments of this 


allt 


Senate; . 
; * hare been held by the Chair and pronounced by the Senate to 
nin order, itis thought they should be excluded, then change the 

a and make 7t definite, and make it apply to all committees alike, 
ommittee on Appropriations as well as the Committee on Post- 
es and Post-Roads. In the language of the good book, let there 
at “one law” to “him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger 
at sojourneth among you.” If the rule is to be good for the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations to report an amendment changing existing 
law and doing nothing else, then it seems to me it should be equally 
ond ior the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads after they 
save considered this question as laboriously as I have heard from 
coveral members of the Post-Office Committee on this occasion; and 
‘t really gave me a sense of fatigue and exhaustion myself when I 

eard a recital of the way in which that committee had labored over 
this proposition. I say that I think it should be good for a committee 
so earnest, 80 arduous, so industrious as I cannot doubt that committee 
has been in perfecting and advancing the pending amendment. 

Taking it altogether, whatever might be my judgment, as an origi- 
nal question upon this naked rule as it was presented to the Senator 
wl ) presided when this ruling was made, I feel that Imust either 

pserve the repeated constructions given to the rule by the Senate or 
[ must set myself up at a somewhat late day on an independent judg- 
tof my own, and therefore I shall vote that this rule has come 

\besoin terms broad enough to permit the consideration of this 

endment. 

[he Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON, (when his name wascalled.) On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDS. ] 

Mr. BECK, (when his named was called.) I am paired upon all 
juestions connected with this amendment, and I suppose on the rul- 
ngs as well, with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. BLAINE,] now con- 
fined to his house by sickness. I decline to vote on that account. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, (when his name wascalled.) Onthis 
juestion Tam paired with the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. WINDOM. ] 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Brucre.] If he 
were here, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. MORGAN, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. VOORHEES, ] unless my vote should be 
necessary to make a quorum. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Delaware,[Mr. Sautsbury.] If he 
were present, I should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. WALLACE, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania.] If 
he were here, I should vote “ yea.” 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 15, nays 29; as follows: 











YEAS—15. 
Groome Ingalis Ransom, 
Hampton Kernan, Slater, 
Harris, McDonald Whyte. 
Hereford, Pendleton 

NAYS—29 
Dawes Jonas Rollins 
Farley Jones of Florida, Vance 
Ferry, Lamar Vest, 
Garland Maxey, Walker, 
Hamlin Morrill Williams. 
Hill of Georgia, Paddock 
Hoar, Platt 
Johnston, Pugh 





ABSENT—32 


Allison, Cockrell, Kirkwood Saunders. 
puthony, Davis of Dlinois, Logan, Sharon. 
mien Davis of W. Va., McMillan Teller 
te Edmunds, McPherson, Thurman, 
ae Grover, Morgan, Voorhees, 


Cameron of Pa., 
vameron of Wis., 
varpenter, 


Hill of Colorado, 
Jones of Nevada, 
Kellogg 


Plumb, 
tandolph, 
Saulsbury 


Wallace, 
Windom, 
Withers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The decision of the Chair is not sus- 
tained. rhe amendment is held to be admissible by the Senate under 
We first clause of the twenty-ninth rule. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The amendment which is now pending was very 
vie eee by the committee, and I have prepared an amendment 
a =. think covers precisely the same ground with the amendment 
S ollered, but with additional guards to it, and I therefore move to 


amend the proposition by striking ont all after the words “ Post- 
master-General,” in the third line, and inserting what I send to the 


Chair. 
nr ¥ "“ Wor " . : + 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The matter proposed to be inserted 
will be read. 
The Curer CLERK. It is proposed to strike out 
“ Postmaster-General,” in line 3, and 
stricken out: 
And the Postmast: 
into contract with t! 


all after the 
insert, in lieu of the 


words 


words 


r-General is authorized, after due public competit to enter 
lowest responsible bidders, for terms of ten years, for su 
transportation bx n such home and foreign ports as he may in his discretion 
designate, in ord est to promote the postal and commercial interests of 
United States, in iron steamships wholly owned by American citizens and 1 
tered in American re h ships to be duly inspected under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General and Secretary of the Navy, and be equal in construction 
accommodations, safety, and speed to the best vessels on the ocean carrying mail 
to the same ports, at a rate of compensation not exceeding 330 per mile, one way, 
for twelve round trips per annum, or the same proportionate rate for a quarter o1 
less number of trips per annum; such contracts to contain all provisions for secur 
ing efticient service which may be customary and required by law in such cases 
One-fourth part of the appropriation herein made shall be applicable to ports on 
the Pacitic coast, one-fourth part to ports lying south of and including Fortress 
Monroe and ports on the Gulf of Mexico, and one-half to ports lying north of 
Yortress Monroe 


Mr. WALLACE. I reserve all points of order on 
that it be printed for the information of the Senate ; 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us go into executive session. 

Mr. WALLACE. Very well; I move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twelve minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were reopened, and (at five o’clock and 
twenty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 









ristrv, sti 








this, but I ask 
and I move that 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, February 11, 1881. 
The House met at eleven o’clock a. m 


Rev. W. P. HARRISON, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


Prayer by the Chaplain, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CLYMER. I call for the regular order 

The SPEAKER. This being Friday, the regular order is the morn- 
ing hour for the presentation of reports from committees of a private 
nature. 

Mr. KING. I rise to make a privileged report from the Committee 
on the Interoceanic Canal. 

The SPEAKER. This is Friday, and under the rule only private 
business can be reported, 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the morning hour be dispensed with. 

Mr. KING. I ask that the resolution which I send up be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot recognize the gentleman, be 
cause, in the first place, he presents a public proposition, and, sec- 
ondly, the gentleman from New York, { Mr. Hutrcurns,] as the Chair 
understands, objects to the right of the gentleman to make the report 
at this time. 

Mr. CLYMER. I renew the call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee {[Mr. ATKINS] 
moves that the morning hour be dispensed with. 

The question being taken, the motion of Mr. ATKINS was agreed to, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour having been dispensed with, 
one hour will now be devoted, in accordance with the new rule, to 
the call of States in alphabetical order for motions to take up for 
consideration bills on the several calendars and on the Speaker's 
table. The gentleman from Florida[Mr. BIsBEE] was recognized yes- 
terday, but when the hour expired the gentleman from Michigan 
{[Mr. CONGER] was on the floor upon a point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to inquire whether the hour this morning is 
contined to private bills or whether general bills may be called up? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Michi- 
gan on the point of order, and would suggest that the debate on the 
point be as brief as possible. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not wish to indulge in any debate. I only 
wish to raise the point whether the call to-day is confined to private 
bills, or whether the member recognized may call up a public bill. 

The SPEAKER. Does not the gentleman think that.in vacating 
other rules in conflict with this new rule,the rule requiring that 
Friday shall be devoted to private business is also vacated ? 

Mr. CONGER. I think it vacates that rule. 

Mr. FRYE. I think the Committee on Rules so understood it. 

Mr. CONGER. I submit that in this hour bills of any kind may 
be called up. 

Mr. FRYE. That is the way we understood it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair concurs with the views thereon as ex- 


pressed by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Pry] and the gentleman 
from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] The point of order raised by the gen- 
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tleman from Pennsyivania [Mr. CLYMER] hassince the adjournment 
7 vesterday been carefully considered by th = in all its bear- 
ipgs, and he desires to state the conclusion v 1 he bas reached. 

In parliamentary law, as in common law, if two rules or laws are 
n harmony, both must stand: if in conflict, then the last should be 
efiective. The Chair believes these two rules are prac tic rally at vari- 


a+ 


ance. If it were held by the House that a bill called up under the 
new temporary rule l os with the property or money of tee 
United States, must have its first nsideration in the Committee of 
the Whole, then the Chair would recognize and abel immediately 


t motion to go into the Committee of the Whole on such bil lw hich 
was allowed to come up. The House evidently had the intention and 
purpose to avoid the delay of the execution of such a proceeding, oth- 
erwise the limit of five minutes fixed for debate would not have been 
inserted in the rule, for in Committee of the Whole the rules make 
no such limitation. The . practi ce of the House has been I a 
bills,even though sach bills sho ul ld p: ith the 
money or property of the = nited States. In this rule five jections 
» to prevent the consideration ital bill. It 
ill be noticed that the use of this hour for the purposes stated is not 
permitted unless two-thirds of the House so order: and the rule fur- 
ther states, not that such bills if permitted to be considered shall be 
voted upon after five minutes’ debate in the Committee of th e Whole, 
“ voted upon” in “the House.’ 


consent to act upon 


are required instead of o 


but that such bills shall be 


For the reasons stated and in view of what was manifestly the 

rpose and intention of the House in adopting this new rule to op- 

erate during the rema ler of this session of this Concres . the Chair 
verrules the po 


t of order. 
rhe gentleman from Florida [Mr. BIsBEE] is now entitled to the 


1 


floor for five minutes upon the bill called up by him yesterday. 





Mr. B sISBI I he, saree ill be no objec tion to the bill: and 
| do not wish to say anything in explanation of i 
rhe bill (S. No. 1193) granting a pension to Milt L. Sparr was 
val i 
ead, as follows: 
Be it ted, d That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
{ and directed to p) ace on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limita- 
ons of the pension laws, the name of Milton L. Sparr, as second lieutenant of 
pany kK, Nineteenth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, from and after the passage 


Mr. BISBEE. I ask a vote on the bill. 
he bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
ussed., 
BISBEE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid onthe 
ts hile. 


he latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


he SPEAKER. The next State in order under this call is the State 
of Georgia; and the Chair recognizes the gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. BLOUNT. 

A MEMBER. He is not here. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of I was not here when this new rule 
was adopted, and I do not know how it should be construed; but I 
would like to know whether in the absence of my colleague [Mr. 
BLOUNT] the next member in alphabetical order from that State 
should not be called? 

Mr. KEIFER. We do not hear the gentleman. 

Che SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia is asking whether, 
when the member entitled to a call under the new rule is absent, the 
next member in alphabetical order from the same State should be 
called. The Chair thinks not. 

7 CLYMER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] 
absent by permission of ‘the reeks on duty for the House. 

A Member. That makes no difference. 

Phe SPEAKER. The Chair thinks he has no discretion in the mat- 
ter. The next State in order is the State of Dlinois; and the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. ALDRICH. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. I call up from the Speaker's table Sen- 
ate bill No. 1935, to contirm to the city of Chicago the title to certain 
publie grounds. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I would like to sugge st, if I am not 
too late, that the object of the rule, as I understand, is to give each 
State an opportunity to call up a bill. The object of the privilege is 
net to accommodate personal preferences. Without undertaking to 
consume any time upon the ee I submit that the House ought 
to allow the State of Georgia a1 1 opportunity now to bring up one 
bill on this call. 

rhe SPEAKER. Yesterday two States, each having a single Rep- 
resentative, lost their opportunity, and will not again be called un- 
less by unanimous con bn until all other members have been called. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. That is because there was nobody 
here to represent those States. There are other Representatives here 
from the State of Georgia. 

The SPEAKER. In answer to the point raised by the gentleman 
from Georgia, the rule will be read. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is not necessary, I suggest, to read the whole 
rule. The last clause covers the point. 

Several MpMBERS. Regular order 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia rises to a question 


Georgia. 
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of order, and is entitled to be heard. The last portio 
= meee n of the ru 
he Clerk read as follows: 
Any member not answering as his name shall be called 
have waived his privilege. 
Mr. PRICE. It does not waive the privilege of the e@ St: 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I understand that 
this, that the States and Territories shall be called in ‘thei 
to avoid any contest as to who shall represent the State, 
shall be presented, the rule was adopted that the first man , 
phabetically representing that State should for the time — 
* its sole re presentative. But the reason of the rn 


shall be ns 


at 


O mean si; 
r cellar, nd 


or what 


st 


le is that t] he S¢ Stat 


shall have a hearing and if the colleague first called, as Mr. By 
was, is out of his place by leave of the House on public duty 
denying the right of the State, I claim unjustly, to pass on when 
members are here waiting to introduce measures in behalf A 
State. My colleague waived his right, but he cannot waive ; 
of the State. 
Mr. CONGER. This was an individual privilege toe ach ind 
member. The call of the State is merely a mode by whic} 5 
reach more conveniently each member. Now, then, when eal 





is called, the individual member having the first it m 1 Pett 
his bill as he might if they were called in alph: sbetiee al order. I 

is absent, he waives it. The committee so inte nded, and go the ; le 
states. Let the call now go on to other States, so other indiv 
may exercise their individual privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is w illing tosubmit the qu 

the House may put its own construc tion on therule. Sh 
of order as made by the gentleman from Georgia prevail, and cor 
the Chair in his recognitions ? 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 64, noes 45, 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. No quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Te nnessee makes the po 
that no quorum has voted, and the Chair appoi nts the gentley 
from Tennessee, Mr. WHITTHORNE, and the gentleman from Georg 
Mr. HAMMOND, as tellers. 7 

Mr. McMILLIN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Ifa present decision or a decision in the afiirm. 
ative prevails, will it have the effect to call over the State of Colorad 
which has one Representative, ten times before a State having a del- 
egation of ten Representatives is called? [Cries of “No!” “No! 

The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of an argument as to t 
propriety of the vote to be given. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I desire to know what will be the effect so as t 
know how to vote on the question. 

The SPEAKER. 
will decide. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Each State should have an opportu- 
nity to be heard by somebody. 

Mr. CALKINS. An affirmative vote bears the Chair out in his 
ruling on this question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that he thought this was an in 
dividual right; that that part of the rule which ee the man 
ner in which the y should be called was for convenience; but he will 
submit the question to the House. Now if the House shall sustair 
the point of order made by the gentleman from nn hen at 
other name will be called from the State of Georgia 

Mr. CONGER. What then? 

The SPEAKER. If that gentleman is not present then anothe! 
name from Georgia will be called. 

Mr.CONGER. Then the whole State may have to be called before 
another State can be called. 

Mr. PRICE. But the State should have at least one recognition 

The House again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 51, noes 0” 

The SPEAKER. The ayes have it, and the point of order made by 
the gentleman from Georgia i is sustained. 

Mr. KEIFER. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. In consequence of this decision by the Hous 
Chair is required to call another gentleman from Georgia. The Chi 
recognizes the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Cook. : 

Mr. PRICE. The intention was to give to each State the right 
respond, and Georgia has responded. 5 

The SPEAKER. The point of order raised as to the State 0 
Georgia was affirmed. The gentleman himself voted to sustain th 
right of the State of Georzia to be called again, in the person of a 
member from that State present. . o 

Mr. PRICE. I voted to sustain a response from every 5tate, bu 
only one response. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. We have not had one yet. . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Cook, is t 
ognized. 











} 


Vhen the contingency alluded to arises the Chai 


} 
+} 
the 


MONEY DUE THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 

Mr. COOK. I move to discharge the Committee of the Whole B. 
the state of the Union from the further consideration of a pill (H. ; te 
No. 3560) to refund to the State of Georgia certain money expent . 
by said State for the common defense in 1777, and to ask that it 
put upon its passage. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 





. CONGER. If there is any time when we should be able to hear 
hat is read it is when we are asked to grant these unanimous con- 
! 


M 
t 


sen 


7 ‘s SPEAKER. The Sergeant-at-Arms will personally request, 
bout his mace, members to resume their seats and preserve order. 

, Mr. CONGER. Iam not able to hear anything that is read at the 

tsk» DEAKER. Nor is the Chair able to hear. 

ir. CONGER. I ask that it be read again. 

‘The SPEAKER. If gentlemen want to converse they will accom- 

jate their fellow-members by going to the cloak room. 

The bill was read. ns - ; ; ; ’ 

rhe SPEAKER. This bill is reported from the Committee on 

ms, and is in Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union. 
Te there objection to its present consideration? (After a pause. ] 
Mf re than ten gentlemen rising to object, the bill is not before the 
se for consideration. 

PUBLIC GROUNDS IN THE CITY OF CHICAGO. 
rhe State of Illinois being called, ; 
\ir, ALDRICH, of Illinois, asked the consideration of Senate bill 
‘9, 1935, a bill to confirm to the city of Chicago the title to certain 
nublic lands. 4 5 
‘Mr. WEAVER. I reserve all points of order on that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order on the bill will be the five 
obiections called for to its consideration. 

Mr. WEAVER. I object to its consideration. _ 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object before the bill is read? 

Mr. WEAVER. I do. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that it requires five objec- 
sions to the consideration of a bill. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The bill should be first read before 
obiections are called for. 

‘The SPEAKER. Gentlemen evidently know what the substance 
f the bill is from the title; objection was made as soon as the title 
was read. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Hlinois. I maintain that under the rule it 
3 the right of the member to have the bill read before objection can 
he made to its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

Mr. HAYES. I hope that those gentlemen who object to this bill 
will listen attentively to the reading of it. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. It is proper now that there should 
be objections asked for to the reading of the bill, I presume. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will now call for objections to the con- 
sideration. Is there objection to the present consideration of this bill? 
After a pause.] More than twenty gentlemen objecting, the bill is 
not before the House for consideration. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I was not objecting. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not count the gentleman from Ili- 
nois. There were twenty and more rising without him. 


INDIANAPOLIS A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


The State of Indiana being called, 

Mr. BAKER asked the consideration of House bill No. 3520, a bill 
to establish a port of delivery at Indianapolis, in the State of Indiana. 

The bill was read as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That section 2568 of the Revised Statutes be amended by 
adding ‘Indianapolis, in the State of Indiana,’’ after the words ‘‘ La Crosse, in 
Wisconsin 

The SPEAKER. ‘This billis reported from the Committee on Com- 
merce with an amendment, and is on the House Calendar. The 
amendment will be read. 

lhe Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the bill the words “and that section 2997 be amended by adding after 

words ‘Mobile, in the State of Alabama,’ ‘ Indianapolis, in the State of In- 

(Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire toask a question of the gen- 
Ueman offering this bill. 

_The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order until after the bill is be- 
lore the House for consideration. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I simply wish to ask whether the 


sections you are amending have not been repealed under the act of 
une, 1X80 ? 


Mr. BAKER. I am not advised of that fact 
The SPEAKER. Debate cannot take place before the request for 
objections. Isthere objection to the present consideration of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BAKER, Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. This bill has an amendment proposed by the 
committee, 








Mr. BAKER. This is a unanimous report from the Committee on 
Commerce, [Cries of “ Vote!” “Vote!”] 

Mr, TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Let the report be read. 

on MEMBERS. Let us vote on the bill. 

Mr, TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. No barm can be done by having 


the report read, so that we may understand exactly what we are to 
on. 
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The SPEAKER. The report will be read, instead of the five min 
utes allowed for discussion. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I insist that no one has a right to oe- 
cupy my time. 

Mr. CLYMER. It is the right of the House to have the report 
read. 

Mr. BAKER. Iam entitled to my five minutes if I choose to oe 
cupy it. If not, I can have the report read. 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the report for the information of 
the House is proper under the rule in lieu of the five minutes’ debate 
allowed. 

Mr. BAKER. But I am entitled to have the report read myself, or 
to occupy the five minutes, 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I withdraw the request for the 
reading of the report. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment submitted by 
the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BAKER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOHN S. CORLETT. 

The State of Iowa being called, 

Mr. CARPENTER asked consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1102) 
granting a pension to John S. Corlett. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which objections will 
be asked for. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, aa 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, from the date of December 12 
1863, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of 
John S. Corlett, late a teamster in the service of the United States, and pay him 
the pension of a private from the date of the amputation of his leg b 
injuries received in line of duty in the service of Tr 
the rebellion 

The SPEAKER. This bill is on the Private Calendar. Is there 
objection to its present consideration ? 

Mr. McMILLIN. For one I shall object to the consideration of it 
unless it is amended so as to cut off the arrears provided for in the 
bill. 

Mr. KEIFER. The general law does that. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of the bill 
The Chair hears but one. The question is on the engrossment and 
third reading. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let us have the report read. 

Mr. KEIFER. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order that the gen- 
tleman from Iowa is himself entitled to have the report read if he so 
desires, otherwise he may occupy the entire five minutes, to the ex- 
clusion of the reading of the report, with an explanation of the terms 
of the bill. He alone has the right to demand the reading of the 
report. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I have no desire to delay the passage of the bill 
I simply suggest that an amendment be incorporated in it to cut off 
the arrears. If that be done I shall make no objection to its present 
consideration. Otherwise I feel compelled to do so. 

Mr. KEIFER. If thedemand of the gentleman to have the report 
read is allowed, that would cut off the five minutes to which the 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. CARPENTER] is entitled. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa has not availed him- 
self of the five minutes to which he is entitled under the rule ; and 
the Chair thinks the other members of the House have some rights. 

Mr. KEIFER. Not under this rule. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CARPENTER. I would like to say that bill passed both Houses 
in the Forty-fifth Congress, and only failed to become law because it 
did not reach the President in time to receive his signature. 

Mr. BURROWS. Leask for the reading of that portion of the new 
rule which relates to the reading of the report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


reason of 
the United Statesin the war of 


The member making the motion shall be entitled to five minutes for explanation 
of his bill, or, instead thereof, to the reading of the report accompanying the same 
provided the reading of such report shall not exceed five minutes 

Mr. BURROWS. Now, I submit the rule confines the right to cal! 
for the reading of the report to the member calling up the bill, and 
that nobody else can call for it. 

Mr. CLYMER. Then we may have to vote fora bill without being 
in possession of the ieast information in regard to it. 

Mr. BURROWS. That isthe rule. The rule is, the member call- 
ing up the bill may use five minutes in explanation of it, or instead 
thereof he may ask for the reading of the report to the extent of five 
minutes. 

Mr.FRYE. This is a matter of some little importance. My judg- 
ment of the meaning of the rule is this: if the member who presents 
the bill desires to occupy five minutes, he has a right to occupy the 
five minutes to the exclusion of any right of any other member ; but 
if he does not occupy the five minutes, then, under the old rule that 


a 
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» meifiber is entitled to call for the reading of the report, there being 
} no practical conflict in that respect between this rule and the old one, 
the old rule would prevail, and I, as a member, would be entitled to 
have the report read to the extent of five minutes. 


SEE EE EIS Tigres 


Mr. BURROWS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tien? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. BURROWS. Does not thisnew rule restrict the reading of the 
: report to five minutes ? 
a Mr. FRYE. It does. Aa 
i Mr. BURROWS. Is it not therefore in contlict with the old rule? 

I is to that extent. 


' Mr. FRYE. It ; oe 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, however, thinks it was not the inten- 
tion of the House in adopting this rule to give a right, five minutes, 
to one member of the House and if not exercised by such member to 














Br deny it to two hundred and ninety-two other members. 
' Mr. KEIFER. It seems the committee that reported the rule does 
not understand it as the House does. 
Ba Mr. HATCH. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
t The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
4 Mr. HATCH. Havenot the five minutes allowed to the gentleman 
Bee bo who presents the bill been already exhausted ? 
BY Mhe SPEAKER. The time taken has been used on the point of 
i der, and should not come out of the time allowed by therule. Does 
k the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. McMILLIN ] insist on the reading 
R if the report? 
zi Mr. McMILLIN. Yes,sir; unless I can have the amendment I sug- 
¢ vested, I want to know the reasons for the passage of this bill. 
§ Mr. KEIFER. Do we understand the point of order to be over- 
ruled? 
4. | The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks if the gentleman calling up the 





bill does not avail himself of the time allowed by the rule the right 
should belong to any other member to have the report read to the 
extent of five minutes. 

Mr. KEIFER. I give notice that at some time—not upon this bill— 
we will make that point of order, and appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. 
now or hereafter. 
Mr. KEIFER. I will not do it now. 

; The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 
, The report was read, as follows: 













The gentleman from Ohio is at liberty to do that 









rhe Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of John 
S. Corlett, having had the same under consideration, respectfully present the fol- 
owing report 
We tind from examination of the papers on file with your committee that the 
dence in this case shows that John 8. Corlett was sworn into the United States 
service, as a teamster, by G. E. D. Diamond, Government agent at Saint Louis, 
vho took him from Saint Louis to Rolla, Missouri, where he joined a supply-train 
ttached to a portion of the Army under General Curtis. From there he went to 
Batesville, Arkansas, thence to Helena; thaton the way from Batesville to Helena, 
: on or about July 1, 1862, his mule-team took fright and ran down a hill and against 
; bank in such a manner as to throw him between the mules and crush his leg. He 
reated at the post hospital at Helena, and in the Saint Louis City Hospital, 
h place his leg was amputated on December 12, 1863. The evidence shows 












a} t 
vas 
















niury which said Corlett received, and which caused the loss of his leg, 
vas received while he was in the line of his duty and in the service of the United 
; States, and that said injury was not received in consequence of any fault or negli- 
‘ LENCE ¢ part 
r \ on for the relief of said Corlett is signed by the judge of the eleventh 
5 of Lowa, the circuit judge, and a Jarge number of other highly reputable 
3 { prominent citizens of the district in which said Corlett resides. 
: \ committee are aware of the fact that there is nothing in the general per 





3 providing for s e reminded 
fits of the 
that there have been 


se prec e- 


1a case as that presented herein, but we ar 
A at in equity is petitioner should be entitled to the ben 
ns of the pension law. We are further reminded 


s cases of a similar nature admitted to pension, 



























‘ report favorably upon the prayer of the petitioner, and recommend the 
passage of the accompanying bill (H. I. No. 1102) granting a pension to John S. 
i ] 
; rhe bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
i being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. CARPENTER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
~ vas passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table 
i LLG Labbe, 
rhe latter motion was agreed t 
I BLIC ] ILDING AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSA 


| he stat 


state ol Kansas was ¢ alle a. 
Mr. ANDERSON. I cali up the bill (H. R. No. 6013) for 
Ep building at Leavenworth, reported by the ( 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and referred to the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 
Mr. Speaker, is it in order to make a statement before 
is called for ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. The rule provides the 
objections shall be in order after the reading of the bill. 
Mr. ANDERSON, Isit in order to call for the reading of the report 
before objections are called for? ° 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 
The bill was read. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state in connection with this 
bill that heretofore by consent the House adopted an arrangement 
: by which bills for public buildings should be taken up in their order 
ie on the Calendar. But the rule recently adopted, the Chair thinks, 


a public 
ommiuttee on 
Committee of the 


Kansas, 


objection 
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destroys that arrangement to the extent of allowing a mer | i 
hour tocallupsucha bill. The positive rule operate ee 
understanding. Is there objection to the consideration of 
[After a pause.] Six gentlemen rising object to the cons; Tony bil 
this bill. ~  GSration of 

Mr. ANDERSON. I make the point that two 
counted who were not rising to object. 
lic building in that State now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemen who rise to object are the ¢ 
man from Ohio, [Mr. WARNER, ] the gentleman from Wise a 
BRAGG, ] the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Samrorp the a Mr 
man from Wisconsin, [Mr. Bouck,] the gentleman from Teron 
[Mr. SIMONTON,] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania Mean 
MER]—six. The Chair is correct. en wee 

Mr. ANDERSON. Allright. I have got the names, w] 
I wanted. 


a8 against +} 


gentlemen 
I will state there 


IS IK 


lich is wl ‘ 


CAPTAIN SOMERVILLE NICHOLSON, 

The State of Kentucky being called, 

Mr. BLACKBURN called up the bill (S. No. 201) restoring Cantay: 
Somerville Nicholson, of the United States Navy, to the activ ao 
said bill being on the Speaker’s table. ; — 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the President of the United States be, and is jerw 
authorized to restore Somerville Nicholson, now & Captain on the retired list of ti 
Navy, to the active list, to take rank next after Clar H. Welles : Provided Th 
no claim for arrearages of pay shall accrue to said Nicholson by reason of restors 
tion under the provisions of this act. 

The SPEAKER. 
at this time ? 

Mr. CALKINS. Let us hear the report read. 

The SPEAKER. Objection to the bill, if made at all, must be y 
immediately after the bill is read. ° 

Mr. PAGE. I suggest that the gentleman from Kentucky [y; 
BLACKBURN ] be allowed to explain the bill. a 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order at this time under the mp 
Is there objection to the consideration of this bill? [After a pause 
No gentleman rises to object. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I have no objection to the reading of ¢} 
report. 

The SPEAKER. There is no House report at the desk, this bein 
a Senate bill on the Speaker’s table. Will the gentleman from Ken. 
tucky send up the Senate report ? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I donot have it here. I will state that this 
bill passed the House in the last Congress by more thana three-fourths 
vote, but failed to pass the Senate. It has now passed the Senate ot 
this Congress, and that is the indorsement with which it comes befor 
the House. A similar bill has been reported favorably to this Hous 
by the Committee on Naval Affairs through the gentleman from Flor- 
ida, [Mr. DAVIDSON. ] 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, ar 
passed. 

Mr. BLACKBURN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bil 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be | 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Is there objection to the consideration of th 


18 | 


at 


MARINE HOSPITAL IN NEW ORLEANS. 

The State of Louisiana was called. 

Mr. ACKLEN. I call up for consideration House bill No. 619 
provide for the establishment of a marine hospital in New Orlea 
Louisiana. The bill is now in Committee of the Whole on the st 
of the Union, and was reported unanimously from the Committ 
Commerce. 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 
at this time? [After a pause.] Seven gentlemen rise and ol 
which is a sufficient number. 

STEPHEN P. BENTON. 

The State of Maine was called. 

Mr. FRYE. At the request of my colleague, [Mr. REED, ] I} 
from the Private Calendar House bill No. 5677, granting a pensio! 
Stephen P. Benton. 

The bill was read, as follows. 

Be it enacted, déc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is her 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Stephen Port 
ton, a soldier of the war of 1212, at the rate per month as provided by t 
proved March 9, 1878, for survivors of the war of 1812. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of thist 
at thistime? [After a pause.] Only two members rise to 0je 
not a sufficient number. 


r 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; a0" 


: ; : > : ; acsed 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passe 


Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


} 
he 


passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was ageed to. 
JAMES MONROE HEISKELL. 


The State of Maryland was called. 
Mr. HENKLE. 


; aia. 
I ask to take from the Speaker’s table for consid 





1881. 





_— 
t this time Senate bi ill No. 1191 L, for the relief of James Monroe 
oll. of Baltimore City, Maryland. 
ake iw was re ad, as follo Ws: 
That James Monroe Heiskell, of Baltimore City, Maryland, be, 
wohy. relieved from the operation of section 1218 of the Rey ised Statutes 
2 ted St rel being in chapter 1, title 14 of said Revised Statutes. 
cPEAKER. Is there objection to considering this bill at this 
ao RINGER. I do not think we can understand what = bill 
; ading. I would like ‘to h ave some explanation of i 
SPEA \KE R. Debate is not now in order 
»n was made to the consideratior Loft the bill. 
was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a 
a HUT ‘HINS. What is the provision of the statute to which 
+0 lrela tes? 
Mr. HENKL E. It issection 1218 of the Revised Statutes, and this 


ended to remove po! itical disabilities and to make the party 
e for appointment in the Army or Navy. 
if ONG ER. I did not rise to object to this bill, but I desire to 
that I hope the action of the House at this time will not be 
here after as a precedent for other cases 
jill was ordered to a third reading, and. it was accordingly read 
she thit ltime. 
t 1e | nestior 1 was upon the passage of the bill; and being taken, 
a division, there were—ayes 129; noes 
Xo further count being calle d for, the bill was passed. 
- HENKLE moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
atte at the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The |: motion was agreed to. 
IMPORTATION SHIP-BUILDING MATERIALS. 
rhe State of Massachusetts was called. 
Mr. BOWMAN. I desire to call up for consideration at this time a 
‘}] which is now on the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole, 
reported from the Committee on Ways and Means. It is House bill 
Vo, 5989, regulating the importation of raw materials to be manufact- 
ured in the ‘United States and used in the construction and repair of 
vessels employed in the foreign trade, including the trade me een 
the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the United States, or built for for- 
gn account. 
he SPEAKER. 
[he bill was read. 
Mr. MILLS. It seems to me that that bill involves a change of the 
mof the tariff laws, and is too important a bill to be considered 


erstel 
bis way. 





»E 


itte 


OF 


The bill will be read. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
ULYMER. I call for the regular order. 
spired. 
fhe SPEAKER. The hour for business under this call has expired, 

ithe bill ealled up by the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Bow- 


I believe the hour has 


1AN] will go over until the next hour for such business. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the House now go into Committee of 
e Whole on the Private Calendar. ! 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CHITTENDEN. I rise to a question of personal privilege. 
the SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

. CHIT TENDEN. I rise to a question of personal 


privilege. 
he debate yesterday on the river and harbor bill, 


I ventured 


ul 


to ask 





chairman of the Committee on C ommerce [Mr. REAGAN] 
i question, With perhaps the unseemly audacity of suggesting that 
His answer as printed in the Recor p of this 
of my sagacity [laughter] and a 
[ Renewed laughter. } 
1 studying geography, and I propose now 


I 


uld not answer it. 
ng is a violent impeachment 
maging tg ition of ignorance on my part. 
vy I have beet 
s boot on the other foot. 


—— 


ask the Clerk to read the impu- 






ie by the gentleman as printed in the Recorp of this 
ne 
Clerk read as follows: 

EAGAN. I can answer the gentleman if he will allow me. I will tell him 
Suppawamus Inlet ison East River st within the boundary of the upper 
{ the city of New York. Itis for the im provement of that inlet, and Iam 

lt gentleman from New York so ignorant of the geogrs uphy of his 
CHITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, the honorable chairman of the 


umittee on Commerce and t rhole House will be astonished to 
at dian name is not w ithin een eee 
tr forty miles of the city of New York. [Laughter. It is not 
“ast River. It is away down below Babylon, [laug ghter, jon 
ng g Island shore, looking off upon the Atlantic Ocean. I pro- 
that t hus my original suggestion in hionak to a final demonstra- 
at there was “not @ man on the Committee on Commerce who 
where Sumpawamus Inlet was; and, Mr. Speaker, in conclu- 
:Tap peal, if any appeal is necessary in confirmation of my state- 
sto my colleague [Mr. COVERT] to indorse me. 
t. COVE RT. I desire to say to my colleague and the House that 
ulet i in question is within the collection distri ct of New York 
; It is on the coast of L ong Island, but it is within the collec- 
on district of New York City; and it was very reasonable that the 


man of the Committee on Commerce, giving the hasty examin- 


his W 
that inlet with the In 


ew 


Lasty 
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ation he was able to give to this matter when it was drawn in ques- 
tion, should say that the inlet was near the city of New York, which 
is true in point of fact. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. If in order, I move a committee of investigation 
on this subject. [Laughter.] 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Brigur] 
moves that the House resolv 6 itself into Committee of the Whole for 
the consideration of business on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. COX. I raise the question of consideration as against private 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The object the gentleman has can be reached by 
the House voting down the motion. 

Mr. COX. I desire to have the House understand that if this mo- 
tion be voted down—— 

The i} PEAKER. The rule provides that in order to dispense with 
the consideration of private business on Friday a two-thirds vote 
shall be required; and a motion of that sort would properly precede 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. CARLISLE. In order to test the sense of the House, I submit 
the motion to dispense with the private business for to-day. This 
will enable the House to decide the question directly. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. CARLISLE} 
moves to dispense with private business for to-day. This requires a 
two-thirds vote. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. If the House 
should refuse to agree to the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, would 
not the question then be on dispensing with private business so as to 
enable the House to go on with general business ? 

The SPEAKER. There is an evident conflict between the rules 
touching this subject. The Chair has always given precedence on 
Friday to the motion to dispense with private business, that motion 
requiring a two-thirds vote; but the Chair has no knowledge how he 
can enforce the consideration of private business if a majority of the 
House should be unwilling to consider it. 

Mr. PRICE. Why, Mr. Speaker, Rule XXVI provides in specific 
terms that private business shall be considered on Friday unless by a 
two-thirds vote it be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes that fact; and he has en- 
tertained the motion of the xentleman from Kentucky in obedience 
to that rule. But if that motion should not be adopted, what power 
has the Chair to enforce the consideration of private business against 
the will of a majority of the House ? 

Mr. PRICE. I think the rule itself settles the question. 

Mr. KEIFER. If the House should refuse to dispense with pri- 
vate business, it would have to go on with it or do nothing 

Mr. VALENTINE. That is the rnle. 

Mr. SPARKS. The motion to go into Committee of the Whole to 
proceed to the consideration of bills on the Private Calendar requires 
of course a majority vote for its adoption ; and if the majority vote 
is against it, that defeats the motion, of course. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Yet the rule says there must be a two-thirds vote 
in order to dispense with private business; and for the purpose of 
relieving the House from the very dilemma in which it would find it- 
self, if the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee were first voted 
on and negatived, I submit the direct motion to dispense with the 
consideration of private business. 

The SPEAKER. That is the natural and reasonable course of pro- 
ceeding, the Chair thinks. Rule XXIV, section 6, clause 3, reads: 

On Friday of each wee fter the it shall be in order to entertain 


a motion that the ittee of the Whole House to 
cousider and, if this motion fail, then public 





morning hour 
ve itself into the Comm 


Private Calendar; 


k, a 
House resol 
business on the 


business shall be in order as on othe —e 

Mr. BRAGG. It seems t e that another consideration enters into 
this question. Theregular motion being to proceed to the considera 
tion of bills on the P rivate ( Calendar, if the House should refuse to do 


so then the 


next question would be to proceed to the consideration 
ot bills of 


a private nature not on the Private Calendar, which would 
give pre f rence to House bills, private in their nature, which have 
been made specialorders. These, I submit, would be entitled to come 
in and take precedence over any other business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider that vie 


w of the ques- 

tion, if hes it point should be reached in this controversy. 
The question being taken on the motion of Mr. CARLISLE to dis- 
pense ia h the consideration of private business, if was agreed to, 


“3 thirds voting in favor thereof. 
he SPEAKER. The Chair now recognizes thé 
ae from Tennessee, [Mr. Bricut,] that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 95, noes 65. 
Mr. SPARKS demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. 
pointed. 
The H 


s motion of the gen- 


Sparks and Mr. BRIGHT were a 


p- 
4 


yuse again divided; and the noes 69 


tellers reported ayes 
ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 
Pending the announcement of the result of the vote, by un 
consent the following business was transacted : 
Mr. WARD, from the Committee on Enrolled Bill 


animous 


s, reported that 
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— 
they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill and joint resolu- 
tions of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. No. 6599) to change the time for holding circuit and 
district courts of the United States for the western district of Vir- 
ginia, held at Danville, Virginia; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) granting condemned cannon to the 
Morton Monumental Association : 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 362) to authorize the printing of 50,000 
copies of special report of the Commissioner of Agri ulture, relative 
to diseases of swine and infectious and contagious diseases incident 
to other domestic animals; and ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 372) authorizing the Public Printer to 
print reports of the Unite d State s Fish Commissioner upon new dis- 
coveries in regard to fish cuiture. 

IRISH NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House resolution of the Roxborough 
branch of the Irish National Land League expressing the thanks of 
that association io the Congress of the United States for the sympa- 
thy expressed for the suffering of the Irish people; which was laid 
on the table. ; 

FIRST COMPTROLLER’S DECISIONS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting copies of the decisions of the First 
Comptroller; which were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


TORPEDOES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy in answer to the resolution of the House 
of January 23, 1331, regarding torpedoes; which was referred to the 
Yommittee on Naval Affairs. 

CONFIRMED SUSPENDED PRE-EMPTION ENTRIES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Interior, transmitting lists of suspended pre-emption entries 
confirmed by board of equitable adjudication for the year ending 
June 30, 1880; which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

SURVEY OF EMPIRE BAY AND SWAN CREEK. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of War, transmitting a report of the survey of Empire Bay and Swan 
Creek: which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TALLAPOOSA RIVER. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House aletterfrom the Secretary 
of War, transmitting a report of the survey of Tallapoosa River; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


Mr. MCKENZIE, by unanimous consent, was granted indefinite leave 
of absence on account of sickness in his family. 


STATUE OF JACOB COLLAMER, 


Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to make an announcement and a request. 
The delegation from Vermont wish to take up at some time the reso- 
lution from the Senate accepting the statue of Jacob Collamer pre- 
sented by that State. I request by unanimous consent that resolu- 
tion be taken up to-morrow immediately after the mornipg hour. 

The SPEAKER. After the hour under the new rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. And that the ceremonies attending the accept- 
ance of the statue shall then be proceeded with. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Yes, sir; and they will not probably take more 
than an hour. 

Mr. ATKINS. Why not do it to-day! 

The SPEAKER. The House has already resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope it will be done to-day, for if it goes over 
until to-morrow I must object. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection! 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir; and I demand the regular order. 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask the gentleman to agree to tix the time at three 
o’clock to-day. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I cannot be here at three o’clock. 

Mr. ATKINS. Then do it now. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The delegation is not ready now. 

Mr. BRAGG. I object to the consideration of the subject now. 

ASA WEEKS. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, Mr. MCMILLIN in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first business on the Private Calendar is a 
bill (H. R. No. 3784) to compensate Asa Weeks for bis labor and ex- 
penses in perfecting torpedoes, torpedo machinery, and the art of tor- 
pedo warfare for the sole and exclusive benefit of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I move, by unanimous consent, 
that bill be passed over for the present. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 


| 
| 
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} that whole class of citizens who come under provisions similar to 
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JANE STOUT. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the )j)) HRy 
4257) granting a pension to Jane Stout. wy Mile RUN 
The bill, which was read, authorizes and requires the Se 
the Interior to place on the pension-rolls, subject to the yr oie 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Jane St, 

kill County, Pennsylvania, widow at the time : 
Divine, deceased, who was a private in Company E, Forty-eight} ort 
iment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and pay hera pension of $8 por ,, Reg. 
from and after the death of the said Robert Divine, her ] per mont 

Mr. BROWN. I move to strike out the words ‘ 
sion of $8 per month from and after the death of 
vine, her late husband.” 

Mr. RY¢ N, of Pennsylvania. I have no objection to t} 1 
ment. 

The amendment was agreed to 

The report was read, as follows: 


cretary of 
Provisions an, 
Stout, of Schuy). 


of his death of Robe 


ate husband 
and pay her a yey 


the said Rober f 


+ my 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the } ry 
4257) granting a pension to Jane Stout, have had the same under considera, 
beg leave to make the following report: = 

Robert Divine was a private in Company E, Forty-eighth Regimen: 
vania Volunteers, a regiment raised in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvar 
commencement of the war of the rebellion, and continued in service yt 









of the war, when it was mustered out of the service. The regiment was e 
in many battles, many of them the most obstinately contested battl: that an 


fought during the war. Its ranks were frequently decimated in action 
ment in the Union Army saw more active service in the field and none ston - 


or achieved more distinction for bravery and courage 

Robert Divine was a faithful and brave soldier, and enjoyed toa hich ; 
confidence and respect of the officers of the company and regiment to w) 
belonged. He was especially conspicuous for bravery in the battles of the W 
ness, Spottsylvania, North Ann River, Cold Harbor, and in front of Peters 

While the Union forces were in front of Petersburgh, Divine was conn, 
the detachment employed in driving tunnels and laying mines to blow up the fm 
tified defenses of that city. While engaged in these operations he was constan: 
exposed to dampness and the inclemency of the weather, and contracted . * 
which he thought and said to his captain would prove fatal 

In the summer of 1264, while sick as aforesaid, he secured a furlough a 
home to his family at New Philadelphia, near Pottsville, Schuylkill Count 
sylvania, reported to Dr. Howell Halberstadt, United States surgeon at Potts 
and received medical treatment from him, and also Dr. Heidenright, a med; 
practitioner near New Philadelphia. Dr. Heidenright notified Captain Bowen +h 
provost-marshal of that district, and the marshalagreed that Divine shonld rema 
at home until he had so far recovered from sickness that it would be perfectly: 





t 


{ 





for him to return to his command, no matter how long it might be beyond th: tin 
granted in his furlough. ; 

When Divine arrived at home his wife, Jane Divine, was dangerously sick wit 
typhus fever, and three of bis smal! children were sick with small-pox. Divir 
never recovered his health, but continued ill notwithstanding he received faith{ 
medical attention. 

On the 7th of November, 1864, in violation of the previous promise of the prov 
marshal, Divine was taken from his sick bed, charged as a deserter, and con‘: 
in the guard-house at Pottsville, but transferred from there to the United States 
post hospital at Pottsville. He remained in the hospital sick with pneumonia 
the 15th of November, when, by order of the provost-marshal, he was sent to his 
command, then in the vicinity of Richmond, Virginia, under arrest. His captor 
succeeded in getting as far as Alexandria, Virginia, with him, when they wer 
obliged, on accountof his sickness and exhaustion, to leave him, where he very soot 
after died. In fact it may be safely assumed, under the sworn testimony in th: 
case, he was virtually in a dying condition when he was taken from the hospita 
at Pottsville. 

After the death of her husband, Jane Divine, his widow, made application to the 
War Department for the back pay and bounty which she supposed to be due het 
late husband, and on the 24th day of October, 1865, received notice that her claim 
was disallowed upon the ground that the record showed that her late husband was 
a deserter, was arrested as adeserter, and died before he reached his command 
Mrs. Divine, tinding herself thus left destitute, with a family of small, helpless 
children solely dependent upon her labor for support, accepted an offer of marriage 
from aman by the name of Stout. Within two years after her marriage will 
Stout he was accidentally killed in the mines, and she was left again to stragg 
for the support of her children. 

She comes now to the Congress of her country and asks, in consideration of t 
service of her husband and the father of her children, fora pension, which the jus- 
tice of the case would have given her years ago. 7 

The committee are of the opinion that the claimant should be granted a pensior 
and they recommend that the accompanying bill be passed 

Mr. BREWER. Mr. Chairman, I do not rise for the purpose 0! 
opposing the passage of this bill, but merely to call the attention ol 
the committee to the fact that by the passage of this bill we wil 
establish a new precedent. aes 

The Committee on Pensions in the Forty-fifth Congress consid red 
the question whether they should put upon the pension-roil the 
widows of deceased soldiers who had remarried, but no action Was 
taken at that time. 

Now, I suppose there are 50,000 cases of a like character in (4 
United States to-day, and if we are to open up all these cases if seetis 
to me we should pass a general bill to cover all of them, and not mak 
this an exceptional case. I do not dispute the proposition that this 
lady is entitled to a pension if it was not for the fact that she had 
remarried after the death of her husband ; but when she did remarry, 
under the present pension law she forfeits her right and has no mgh 
toa pension; and it is also true that if she was drawing a aes 
up to the time of her marriage it would have ceased from that day. 
This proposition, therefore, simply establishes a new precedent, au” 
if the committee or if the House is desirous of doing that, er 
vote for this bill, I think it is right that they should know exact} 
what the effect of it will be. My opposition to it is on the grout ; 
not of the merits of the bill itself, of which I know nothing, bur * 
cause in my judgment we should not take this claim and make an 

7 ow « ‘ ne . » cease, then 
exceptional case; and if we are to do it now for this one case, 
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e equal grounds for claiming and receiving relief. I sim- 


would bev this to gentlemen who are advocating the passage of this 


ply suggest 
var. BROWNE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to move a further amend- 
ment, to insert: to ; 

" provided, That this provision shall cease when the claimant of the present pen- 
» shall remarry. : sa ; , 
RYON, of Pennsylvania. That amendment, I will suggest, is 
y unnecessary, because the pension would cease in any event if 
‘ho claimant remarried. — She is a widow now, and . 
vr. BROWNE. That is true; but when the act of Congress gives 
‘onsion that peculiar clause of the law does not apply. Under the 
‘edinary pension laws if a pension is granted by the Department it 
‘wuld cease if the claimant remarried. Buta pension by a special 
- of Congress continues; it does not cease. 
\r, HAZELTON. That provision of the pension laws only applies 
» claims granted by the Pension Office. ES at le 
vr. BROWNE. That is what I understand. But if the pension is 

-anted by act of Congress it places it upon a different footing. 
Mh RYON, of Pennsylvania. I have no objection to the amend- 
ont which the gentleman suggests. — _ 

“Mr. HENDERSON. I wish to inquire whether this is nota bill to 
ant a pension to a widow who has remarried since the death of her 
“ret husband, who was a soldier ; and if it is 
Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. If the gentleman from Illinois will 
Jlow me to answer his question I will give him the information, for 
{am familiar with all the facts in this case. This lady now apply- 
yy fora pension was a widow who remarried after the death of her 
drst husband. After the death of her husband who was a soldier, 
she made an application for a pension, but her application was re- 
ected in the Pension Office. Finding herself in a destitute condi- 
‘ion, with a family of little children to rear, she accepted an offer of 
marriage from this man Stout and was married to him. Within less 
-han two years after that marriage, this man was killed in the mines. 
She has remained single ever since, struggling as best she may to rear 
her children. 

Mr. BROWNE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 


) 
ous 


Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWNE. I would like to ask why the bill, then, is not made 
» favor of the infant children, who are clearly entitled to a pension 
i any one 18. 

Mr. KEIFER. I would like to inquire if they do not receive a 
pension now ? 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. No, sir. 

Mr. COFFROTH. They are all over sixteen years of age? 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. They have never applied for a pension. 

Mr. BREWER. Let me state 

Mr. HENDERSON. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. BREWER. I simply want to answer a question. I hope the 
gentleman will yield to me foramoment. The gentleman from Ohio 
asks if the children were not receiving a pension. I answer they are 
not receiving a pension, and this is the reason, as the report shows: 
because the widow was unable to procure a pension for herself, or 
was refused on the ground that the records of the War Department 
showed that her husband was a-deserter from the Army, and hence 
she was denied a pension. Of course she being denied a pension the 
children could not obtain it, the same reason applying also to them. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I have understood it to be the 
policy of ourGovernment not to grant pensions to the widows of sol- 
diers any longer than they remain such widows, and if there has been 
any precedent heretofore where a pension was granted to a widow 
who had remarried after the death of her first husband, he being a 
soldier, Iam not aware of it. But I do know there are many cases 
like this in the country, and if we are going to establish a principle 
by gtanting a pension in such a case, I think in justice to all parties 
it should be done by the establishment of a general law. And I am 
opposed to establishing any such precedent until we have first decided 
Whether we will make other widows who have remarried since the 
death of their first husbands and again become widows pensioners, 
Whether we will establish a rule covering such cases, and grant pen- 
sions to all alike, making no discrimination or distinction. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. 
Suppose this woman had been put upon the pension-rolls by the act 
of the Commissioner of Pensions on her first application, and had 
the mine and her husband had died, would not she be restored to 
_, iit, HENDERSON, Ithink not; but if so, I have never understood 
."!aw. On the contrary, I believe it has been the uniform policy of 
Me comment to refuse pensions in all cases after a remarriage. 

‘ . RYON, of Pennsylvania. I desire to say a word now in reply 
© what has been said by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HENDER- 
S Te and in explanation of this case. 

atone shows, and it is now before this House, that the hus- 
the United woman served more than three years in the Army of 
Deigns o tates, was a brave soldier, and fought in all the cam- 
his life ee the Potomac and Richmond. It shows that he lost 

estitate wid in the service of the Government; and that he left a 
ms te idow and children Te — the widow. And now 

y trends upon the other side of the House, with a case that is 
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as meritorious, that appeals as deeply to our feelings of humanity as 
this case does, can oppose such a bill as this, then I can see no merit 
in any special legislation that may be accomplished by this Congress 
to relieve that class of claimants. 

Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. If I have but three or four minutes 
I cannot yield ; because I desire to call the attention of the House to 
a circumstance connected with this case, and a part of the history 
of this country, with which every gentleman on this tloor is familiar. 
This man was sick and furloughed. He went home to a sick family 
and was sick in his family until he was arrested and brought back 
to the city of Alexandria where he died. Now, sir, it is in proof 
among the papers submitted that by some means or another his name 
went upon the record as a deserter. I know how that happened. 
When he went home he was placed in charge of a Government sur- 
geon. That surgeon said and the provost-marshal said that he 
should remain there, although it exceeded the period of time in his 
furlough, until his health had been restored. But, sir, we had in that 
country a class of men, as you had everywhere, that were seeking 
the twenty-five dollar bounties that were given by the Government ; 
and they were industriously looking out every man who had exceeded 
by one hour the furlough granted him by his commanding ofticer 
They were men of that class that seized this man in his own house 
after the surgeons, Drs. Habberstadt and Carpenter, and the provost- 
marshal, Captain James Bowen, had his case under consideration, 
and had told his doctor, Dr. Heidenright, that he should remain at 
home until he could safely return tothe Army. But these men went 
to his house and took him out from a sick bed and brought him to 
the town of Pottsville; and he was sent by order of the provost-mar- 
shal into the hospital there, in charge of Dr. Habberstadt, where he 
remained some eight days. Then these men took him again from a 
sick bed in the hospital and got him as far as the city of Alexandria, 
and he died on their hands; the whole constituting a case of inhu- 
manity such as I never witnessed or heard of in all my career. 

There are in possession of the Committee on Invalid Pensions let- 
ters from Captain Winlack, the captain of that company, asserting 
again and again it was a wonder to him how this man got on the 
records here as a deserter. Those letters are among the papers re- 
ferred to the committee. Captain Winlack again and again tried to 
procure a pension for thiswidow woman. He again and again asserted 
that this man was no deserter. The reason why that went on the 
records was that when those men came here for their blood-money 
they had to return the man as a deserter, and they did return him as 
a deserter after they had left him in the hospital in the city of Alex- 
andria to die. 

This is the case which is presented. This woman applies for a pen- 
sion with this record staring her in the face, and she comes to the Con- 
gress of her countrymen and she asks that she, as the widow of a brave 
soldier that spent three years and a half at the front doing battle for 
his country, shall not be turned away from the Halls of Congress with- 
out that little pittance which may ease and console her declining 
years. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa. Willthe gentleman from Pennsylvania 
yield to me for a question ? 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa. How could those men return this sol- 
dier as a deserter unless the captain approved the report on which 
his name appeared as a deserter ? 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. I do not understand the modus oper- 
andi at all. But I do know there are letters which were referred to 
this committee, and which are among the records in this case, from 
Captain Winlack, the captain of that company, who says he never 
returned this soldier as adeserter; that, on the contrary, he knew he 
was not one. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Will the gentleman allow me a word? 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I want to state, Mr. Chairman, there are hun- 
dreds of cases where men were got away from their company in time 
of battle into hospitals, were lost sight of, and were returned as de- 
serters. I can show any number of such cases in the records of the 
War Department to-day. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa. My question was how they came to re 
turn him as a deserter. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. When they did not know anything about it 
they returned the man as a deserter. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I wish to say to the gentleman trom Pennsy|- 
vania [ Mr. Ryon | that I do not antagonize this bill on its merits at 
all. I make no opposition to the pension being granted in this indi 
vidual case. All Teton the House and the committee to understand 
is whether we are going to enter upon a new departure in regard to 
the granting of pensions to the widows of soldiers who have remat 
ried. 

Now, I stated that I understood the rule to be that whenever thi 
widow of a soldier receiving a pension married again her pension 
ceased. I know that since I have been a member of this House there 
has been opposition to the granting of a pension to a widow unde 
such circumstances, although her second feshend had died and she 
was the second time a widow. I have three cases in my district just 
as hard as this, just as much entitled to a pension as I think this 
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widow is, because they are destitute and are the widows of soldiers 
who served their country faithfully; but after the death of the sol- 
dier, their first husband, they remarried, and then again became 
widows. Now, we ought to provide a general law for these cases, 1t 
seems to me, if we are to admit at all the principle of granting pen- 
sions to widows of soldiers who marry a second time. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Why not grant the pension up to the time of 
the second marriage ? . 

Mr. HENDERSON. I have noobjection to that. I only desired to 
call attention to the precedent we were about to establish. — 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I understand that is all there is in this case. 

Mr. BREWER. I was perhaps the first who made the suggestion, 
and I wish to state my reasons for so doing. During the last four 
years I have received many letters from persons situated similar to 
the person in this case, and I have invariably written to them that 
Congress had refused to grant pensions in cases of this kind. If this 
bill had passed without my raising this point I felt that I should be 
very much embarrassed when I met those persons again. I know it 
has been against the policy of this House, as it has been against the 
policy of the Senate, during the last four years, to grant a pension 
in any case to the widow of a soldier who had remarried. There is 
no law authorizing it. 

I wish to state this further fact, that the very moment the widow 
of a soldier remarries she ceases to be the widow of that soldier, and 
thereby relinquishes her claim to the pension to which she might be- 
fore have been entitled. There are, of course, many cases where the 
widows of soldiers are receiving pensions. When they voluntarily 
enter again into the marriage relation they thereby declare that they 
prefer that relation rather than the amount of pension they are re- 
ceiving. They enter into that relation voluntarily. When they do 
so, if the widow was previously drawing a pension, the orphan chil- 
dren of such widow draws the pension to which she was entitled until 
they respectively reach the age of sixteen years. 

As I have already stated, the widow in this case, according to the 
rule of the Pension Office, was not entitled toa pension. It might 
be that the records in the Department were incorrect; I apprehend 
that niay have been the case. I make no assertion that the widow 
was not at the time entitled to a pension. But if she had been re- 
ceiving it, under the laws of the country she could not continue to 
receive it after she remarried. 

Now, if we pass this bill, what can I say to my constituents at home 
in my district who have appealed to me to present their bills here in 
just such cases as this, just as meritorious, and to whom I have said 
that it was contrary to the policy not only of the House but of the 
Senate? I feel that I would be embarrassed if I did not raise my 
voice hereand present the question for the consideration of this com- 
mittee. 

If we are to grant pensions simply as a matter of sympathy, as 
my good friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. RYON] seems to argue here, 
i know a thousand persons in my own State who are undoubtedly in 
as poor circumstances, having large families of children to support, 
as is the person to which this bill relates. Let us have a fixed policy. 
If the Committee on Invalid Pensions thinks this is a policy which 
should be adopted by the Government, why have they not during 
the two years of this Congress presented a general bill to this House, 
so that all might be treated alike ? 

Mr. COFFROTH. If there had been any law which would have 
authorized the granting of this pension, there would have been no 
necessity for this widow to come to Congress. The Committee on 
Invalid Pensions took into consideration the fact that this was a case 
for which the law granted no relief. 

Mr. BREWER. I understand your position, and I am not contro- 
verting it. 

Mr. COFFROTH. And the committee in examining the cases pre- 
sented before them, if they find that they are such cases as should 
receive relief, report bills placing them on the pension-roll, as a 
gratuity. 

Mr. HAZELTON. 
Mr. COFFROTH. 
cover all these cases. 

to us, 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. There is not acase presented to this 
House for action which is provided for by general law. 

Mr. BREWER. I have defined my position, and do not desire to 
take up the attention of the committee further. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say that I know nothing of the merits 
of this particular case. I find myself in the position of the gentle- 
man from Michigan, [Mr. BREwEr.] I have been writing to remar- 
ried women that the law prohibits the granting of pensions to them. 
I have even gone beyond what the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
BREWER] says he has done: I have endeavored to illustrate to them 
the wisdom of such a provision of law, by showing that there would 
be no justice in pensioning a man who had not himself been in the 
war, simply because he had married the widow of one who had been 
in the war. 

I cannot for nity life see where the end will be if we determine that 
we will pension every man who marries the widow of a worthy sol- 
dier. 

Mr. BREWER. This proposition is to pension the woman when 
she has become a widow again. 


Why do you not report a general bill? 
We cannot report avy general law which will 
We have to report upon each case presented 
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Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Michig 


bill proposes to pension the woman when she has become « 23 
time a widow. But she is no longer the widow of a seldler cond 
the widow of another man. She is not the Widow Smith if me -y 
was the name of the soldier, but is the Widow Jones, if the ew 
marriage was with Mr, Jones. I trust, be the merits of this ae 
lar case what they may, that the House will vote down this er 
not involve in the suspicion of falsehood or neglect all those — 
sentatives here who have fairly and frankly stated to applicante,” 
pensions the law and the principle upon which it rests. eo 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment , 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. BRowNg, | which will be p 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word ‘‘ volunteers” insert: 

‘‘ Provided, The pension shall cease upon the marriage of the said Jane Sin, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has gjon;s 
his willingness to accept the amendment. If there be no oh 
it will be considered as adopted. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. THOMAS. I submit the amendment which I send to the des} 

The Clerk read as follows: fees 

Strike out all after the word “the,” in the fifth line, and insert ‘ 
children of Robert Divine, deceased, who are under the age of sixté 
that the bill will read : 

‘Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby authorized 
and required to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and |i it 


tions of the pension laws, the names of the children of Robert Divine 
who are under the age of sixteen years.” s 


Mr. THOMAS. I desire to say a few words in support of this 
amendment. All pensions allowed by special act of Congress = 
based upon equities arising out of the service of the soldier, The 
widow of a deceased soldier succeeds to the equities existing in his 
favor at the time of his discharge from the service or from his death 
Those equities are released by the widow upon her rematriage, and 
they descend then to the children of the deceased soldier who may 
be at that time under the age of sixteen years. It is claimed hers 
that this soldier was not pensioned in his lifetime, in fact that he 
died while in the service. It is claimed that the widow has not 
been pensioned because there was an entry of “ desertion” opposite 
his name, an entry wrongfully made, it is alleged, and that it was 
wrongfully made I have no doubt. That is stated as the obstacle 
which prevented the pensioning of the widow. Yet there are equities 
in this case. In whose favor? In favor of the minor children. Then 
I say, if the liberality of Congress is to be invoked in this case, let 
it be invoked in favor of those children who have inherited the equi- 
ties arising from the distinguished and gallant services of their father, 
the deceased soldier, and not in favor of the widow of another man, 
she having voluntarily forfeited her equities by remarrying. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt that 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. THoMaAs] is actuated by the purest 
motives of patriotism and earnestly desires to pension the children 
of the deceased soldier Divine. But, sir, he overlooks one important 
fact—that Divine died in 1864, and as a matter of course no child of 
his could now be under the age of sixteen. Then, if there are no 
equities in the case, as the gentleman says, he can vote against the 
bill. But I do not believe in a surreptitious attempt to defeat a bill 
by indirection. I never believe in insinuations; I believe in direct 
acts. If the gentleman wants to face the principle of hostility to 
this bill which provides for pensioning that widow, he has a petect 
right to do it; and Iam the last man in the world to challenge his 
motives. But he has noright, while professing to favor the principle 
of the bill, to defeat it by an amendment which would necessarily 
preclude the payment of any pension. ; 

This widow labored for years to rear those children—to give them 
by her hard work, her daily and nightly toil, that which her Govern- 
ment withheld from her upon a record that did not speak the trata. 
If there ever was a meritorious measure, one appealing to the Kep- 
resentatives of the people in the Congress of the United States, 1's 
a measure in favor of the widow of a man who gave his life to save 
his country, that widow having toiled for years for the support 0! 
her family, and having been denied by her Government that rem 
neration which her husband earned. It is upon this basis that I 
place this claim. ae 

Gentlemen say that this woman forfeited her right to a pens! a 
voluntarily remarrying. If she had obtained her pension trom the 
Government and then remarried, I would admit the force 0! = 
argument. But she came here for a pension, and it was denied her, 
Then, surrounded by eight helpless children, she married, not vol \- 
tarily, but becanse she found it necessary to procure for those ¢hl” 
dren the means of an honest living. alla 

Mr. EWING. I hope the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. THom AS 
will withdraw his amendment. It is mere mockery. This soldier 
died during the war, and as a matter of course there are now No ch 
dren of his under sixteen years of age. fetiatia ‘al 

Mr. THOMAS. Then, Mr. Chairman, if there are no childre n z 
his under sixteen years of age, I submit that all equities 10 this ae 
have lapsed, and the parties claiming here are at theend of ame ve 
The placing of this widow upon the pension list, however meri 
ous she may be, would be the institution of a civil list—a ting © 2 
has not been known thus far in this country, and a thing which ever} 
member of this House should set his face against. 
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_—_ 
No man on this floor is more in favor of granting pensions in meri- 
“ag cases than Lam. Having been a soldier myself, I know exactly 

ene + to render service to the country in time of war. I think that 

what witorious cases should be favorably passed upon without quibble 
ati without delay. But granting pensions to meritorious soldiers, 

a the widows and children of meritorious soldiers, is quite a dif- 

eont thing from granting a pension by special act of Congress to 

“i et . Sharp” simply because “‘ Bill Jones” was a good soldier. 

ee TUMPHREY. Mr. Chairman, just a word on this bill. The 
- ciple involved is an important one. In all the Western States 

. widow, on the death of her husband, succeeds to the homestead 

7. forty or eighty acres, as the case may be, and it is subject to the 

Saal and of no debt so long as she remains in widowhood; but the 

a sal she remarries it goes to the heirs, and is subjected to the pay- 

— of debts and the appointment of an administrator to settle the 

ate, The same principle arises in this case. This widow by her 


state. . . . y 

: = “ ¢ deprived herself of the benetit under the pension law. What- 
OoWll ave . ° 
ver the circumstances may have been under which she remarried, 
@ ) 


the fact is that by her own act she forfeited the right given to her 
der the pension laws. ' : bss 

The principle is an important one, If we were to give this widow 
our sympathy, then we would vote to her this amount of money; but 
in my district, and every other district represented on the floor of 
this House, there are probably some whom we have been compelled 
+o tell that by their remarriage they have deprived themselves of 
the benefit accorded to them by the pension law. If we do not abide 
by the pension law as it now stands, the result would be to set us 
ailoat on an ocean of doubt and difficulty. Not to abide by the pre- 
cedents which have been established would be to carry us too far, 

We might not be able to retrace our steps. The result inevitably 
would be the expenditure of a large sum of money in carrying into 
effect the establishment of any such bad precedent. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to offer an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. THOMAS. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. As the gentleman has withdrawn his amendment, 
there is nothing to which mine would apply. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Chairman, I have an amendment to offer, 
which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And provided further, That the said pension shall only be paid from the death 
of her first husband tothe time of her marriage to said Stout. 

Mr. BURROWS. Now, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen on the other side 
seem to misconceive the ground upon which opposition is made to 
the passage of this bill, and all this talk about the widow and her 
necessity, to excite the sympathy of the committee, has no bearing 
nthe case. It seems to me we ought to adhere to the line of policy 

arked out by the law. The law very properly grants a pension to 

1e widow whose husband served his country and was either shot in 
hattle or died from disease contracted in the service, because that 
country took from the wife her support, her husband, and seeks by 
thismeans to make compensation therefor. It also provides when 
she shall remarry her pension shall cease, the obligation on the part 

{ the Government having ceased. If she deliberately enters into 
the marriage relation, knowing the bounty the Government furnishes 
her for the loss of her husband will be taken from her by reason of 

hat remarriage, it seems to me afterward, if the marriage turns out 
disastrous, either by reason of death of the second husband, or by rea- 
son of his injury, or any other reason it does not prove beneficial to 
er, we ought not to step in and give her a pension. 

I therefore insist the amendment I submit is a proper one, and I 
shall most heartily support it in giving this person a pension, and 
placing her on the pension-roll from the death of her first husband 
to the time of her remarriage. It seems to me that is proper. 

Mr. HAZELTON. Does that provide for arrears? 

Mr. BURROWS. During the time of her widowhood. 

Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania. Ido not think it gives her arrears at all. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to offer an amendment providing that said 
pension shall be paid to the children of Robert Divine until they shall 
reach the age of sixteen years. 

Mr. WILSON. That will defeat the whole thing. 

Mr. THOMAS. No,it will not; but it will continue her pension 
alter the second marriage to the children of the soldier up to the 
time they come to sixteen years of age. 

Mr. COFFROTH. That is right. 

Air, RYON, of Pennsylvania. Yes, that isaproperamendment. It 
stould provide that from the date of her second marriage the pension 
sali be continued to the children of Robert Divine till they reach 
sixteen years of age. 

Mr. THOMAS. Ihave drawn the amendment up and ask the Clerk 
to read it, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided further, That said pension shall be paid to the minor children of Rob- 
= ine from the date of the second marriage until they shall become respect 

¥ sixteen years of age. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

, Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania, moved that the bill, as amended, be 

‘aid aside to be reported to the House with th 
it do pass, 

The motion was agreed to. 
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MARY A. CASTERWELLER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was a bill (H. R. No. 
1467) granting a pension to Mary A. Casterweller. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mary A. Casterweller, 
widow of John Casterweller, late a private in the Fourth Regiment 
of Pennsylvania Cavalry, and pay her a pension from the passage of 
this act. 

Mr. WARNER. Let the report be read. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No 
1467) granting @ pension to Mary A. Casterweller, widow of Johr Casterweller, 
private in Company C, Fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to make the following report : 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions of the Forty-fourth Congress made the fol 
lowing report on this application, and the present committee see no reason to change 
the report, but adopt the same : 

‘That the said parties were duly married, and that the said John Casterweller 
died June 10, 1865, in or near Lynchburgh, State of Virginia, in the line of duty.” 

The committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WISE. It will beseen by the reading of the report, Mr. Chair- 
man, that this bill passed this House in previous Congresses, and only 
failed for want of time. I move it be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JESSE T. MYERS. 

The next business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 4028) 
granting a pension to Jesse T. Myers. 

he bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Jesse T. Myers, late 
a private in Company A, Sixth Regiment of Maryland Infantry Volunteers, and 


to pay him a pension at the rate of $8 per month from the date of his discharge 
from the Army 


The report is as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (1. R. No. 
4028) granting a pension to Jesse ‘I’. Myers, respectfally report that they have ex 
amined the case and tind the claimant was enlisted as a private in Company A, 
Sixth Regiment of Maryland Infantry Volunteers, on the 10th day of August, 1862, 
to serve three years or during the war, and was discharged from the service on the 
llth day of March, 1865, at United States General Hospital Emory, Washington, 
District of Columbia, by reason of the surgeon’s certificate of physical disability ; 
which disability, it appears from the evidence, has been permanent and now inca- 
pacitates the claimant from earning a support for himsell and family. 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. , 


Mr. BROWNE. I move to strike out all after the word “ pension,” 
in line 7, and insert “subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws of the United States.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move that the bill, as amended, be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

LEWIS BLUNDIN. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
2550) granting a pension to Lewis Blundin. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

_ Beitenacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limita- 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Lewis Blundin, of Company C, Twenty 
eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, who was stricken down by disease 
during Sherman’s campaign from Atlanta to the sea, which resulted in paralysis ; 
the said pension to commence from the 29th day of March, A. D. 1866, the date of 
his discharge from the military service of the United States, at the rate of $3 per 
month. 

Mr. GODSHALK. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. BROWNE. I move an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will first recognize the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GODSHALK. I move to strike out all after the word “ vol 
unteers,” in the seventh line. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Strike out the following words: 

Who was stricken down by disease during Sherman’s campaign from Atlanta to 
the sea, which resulted in paralysis; the said pension to commence from the 29th 
day of March, A. D. 1866, the date of his discharge from the military service of the 
United ‘States, at the rate of $8 per month, 

Mr. BROWNE. That meets the object I had in view. I do not de- 
sire to move a further amendment. 

Mr. COFFROTH. There is no objection on the part of the com- 


| mittee to the amendment suggested by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


vania. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GODSHALK. I move that the bill as amended be laid aside 
with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JANE STOUT. 

Mr. HAZELTON,. Mr. Chairman, on examination of the bill for 

the relief of Jane Stout passed a few moments ago, it appears that the 


| amendments are entirely inconsistent with each other and render the 


bill imperfect and defective. 
Mr. WILSON. Let the correction be made in the House. 
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Mr. HAZELTON. It can be done by general consent in a few mo- 
ments if the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Browne] will withdraw 
his amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment to which 
the gentleman refers. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That the pension shall cease upon the marriage of the said Jane Stout, 

Mr. BROWNE. I hope that there may be unanimous consent given 
for the withdrawal of the amendment. My object was simply to per- 
fect the bill. I only wanted to perfect the bill. — 

Mr. WARNER. Let the bill be reported as it will read if amended 
as proposed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and required to place on the pension-rolls, subject to the provisions and limita- 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Jane Stout, of Schuylkill County, Pennsy1- 
vania, widow at the time of his death of Robert Divine, deceased, who was a pri- 
vate in Company E, Forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers: Proviced, 
That said pension shall only be paid from the death of her first husband to the 
time of her marriage to said Stout: And provided further, That said pension shall 
be paid to the minor children of Robert Divine from the date of said second mar- 
riage until they shall respectively become sixteen years of age. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the withdrawal of the 
amendment ? 

There was no objection ; and it was ordered accordingly 


EDWARD H, MITCHELL. 


[he next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
2549) granting a pension to Edward H. Mitchell. 

The bill was read. It is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limita- 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Edward H. Mitchell, of Company I, Sev- 
enty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, who was wounded at the battle o White Oak 
Swamp, July 30, 1862 ; the said pension to commence from the date of his discharge 
from the military service of the United States, at the rate of 38 per month. 


Mr. GODSHALK. I ask to strike out all after the word “ volun- 
teers,” in the seventh line. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as foliows: 

Strike out the following : ‘‘ Who was wounded at the battle of White Oak Swamp, 
July 30, 1862; the said pension to commence from the date of his discharge from 
the military service of the United States, at the rate of $8 per month.’ 

Mr. COFFROTH. The Committee on Pensions will accept that 
amendment. 

Mr. BURROWS. Let the bill be reported as it will read if amended. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. BURROWS. Let the report be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
2549) granting a pension to Edward H. Mitchell, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and beg leave to submit the following report : 

On March 11, 1863, one Edward H. Mitchell filed a claim for pension as late pri- 
vate in Company L, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Volunteers ; swears he was dis- 
charged February 11, 1863, by reason of a wound received on or about June 30, 
1862, while in action at the battle of White Oak Swamp, Virginia, having been shot 
in both legs by poisoned buckshot, and also by reason of his musket having been 
struck by a volley and being bent, striking him in the breast and injuring him 
severely 

Mr. BURROWS. From the reading of the report so far it appears 
that this soldier was wounded in battle. If so, I withdraw the de- 
mand for the reading of the report. 

Mr. BROWNE. I would like to know, if he was wounded in bat- 
tle, why the pension was denied. If some gentleman will explain the 
reason to the -committee, I think it will be satisfactory without the 
necessity of reading the report. 

Mr. COFFROTH. What is the question of the gentleman ? 

Mr. BROWNE. I wish to know why, if he was wounded in battle, 
and his disability must have been noticeable, how it happens that 
his pension was denied by the Pension Office ? 

Mr. COFFROTH. Ido not know that I can answer the gentleman 
from memory. The report will show, however. 

Mr. WARNER. Then let us have the report read. 

The Clerk resumed, and concluded the reading of the report, as 
follows: 


In a subsequent application, he swears he was injured in the right leg by a fall 
while making a charge on the enemy, which ruptured the veins of his legs and 
terminated in a running sore, rendering him unfit for manual labor; was also 
wounded in the leg by buckshot supposed to be poisoned, the result of the injury 
being varicose veins. In a third application he swears he was injured in the back 
and right leg at same battle, by falling on his back and injuring the same, while in 
the act of getting over a fence; was rendered unfit for the service, placed ina 
field hospital, where he lay until the next day, when he was captured by the enemy. 
That during his service as aforesaid, from fatigne and other causes, he contracted 
varicose veins, with which he is afflicted up to the present time. Filed with this 
third paper is an affidavit of one William W. Maunington, who swears he was in 
the same company, and of his own personal knowledge knows the statements of 
Mitchell to be correct and true. 

The records of the War Department show claimant to have been enlisted June 
2, 1861, mustered in June 28, 1261, missing in action at White Oak Swamp June 30, 
1862. Also absent, taken ——- at Malvern Hill, June 31, 1862. Company was 
in action June 30,1862. They furnish noevidence that he was wounded. Prisoner- 
of-war records show him captured June 30, 1862. The records show claimant to 
have been present with company from enrollment to date of capture, June 30, 1862. 
Certificate of disability shows him to have been discharged because of ‘‘ disability 
caused by varicose veins.” : 

The records of the Surgeon-General's Office show him admitted to field hospital 
at Newport News, Virginia, July 27, 1862, with “ gunshot wound.” That he was 


admitted to camp hospital, paroled prisoners’ camp, / j : 
urticaria (nettle-rash.) ' His Femate furnish nothing tates or 

Martin Rizer swears he was late surgeon Seventy-second Penn 1 , 
teers, chief surgeon second brigade, second division, Second Corps 7 aa’ Volun. 
the above battle; that he is cognizant of the fact that claimant wien es 
bridge fell and injured his back and leg, and was sent to hospital, — ; 
under his care; was unable to leave and was captured the next da rte came 
statement from his knowledge of the facts. xt day. Makes thi 

William P. Tomlinson certifies that he is captain of the company : that c} 
was injured in both legs by poisoned buckshot, and also by his mus on 
him in the breast, it having been struck by a volley from the enemy 5 that ai ag 
was in the United States service and in the line of his duty. that the eae 
incurred has disqualified claimant from performing the duties of a a eat 

The records of the War Department and of the Second Auditor show B 
Tomlison to have been present on June 30, 1862, and that their signat ee a: on 
uine. on 

Richard Dingee, M. D., swears he knew claimant prior to his entering ¢) 
ice ; that he was a sound, healthy man when he entered the service Sean fr 
injury to the back or right leg; that he has known him professionally een ae 
charge, and that his disabilities have been continuous since dischar ge poe 

On July 6, 1863, Wilson Jewell, examining surgeon for pensions, reports Clain 
as incapacitated one-half for obtaining his subsistence by manual labo; cae 
varicose ulcer and veins; that itis his belief it was contracted in the sem 
in line of duty ; thatthe disability is permanent; that his varicose ulcer a: a eae 
should entitle him to one-half disability, provided they were in existence o.4 
was discharged for them. ; ia an 

On April 15, 1876, W. H. Kirk, examining surgeon, reports claimant almost 
tirely incapacitated from obtaining his subsistence by manual labor by ‘ae 
disability resulting from injury to back and varicose veins. It is his op 
the disability originated in the service. ™ 

This claim was investigated by the secret service division of Pension 09 
The investigation cannot be considered a complete one, as the majority of the v . 
nesses do not testify directly, but seem to qualify their replies. © They. howevs 
agree to the fact that claimant was able to earn his living prior to enlistment 
they knew of him having a sore on his leg, but never knew of his being affeer., 
with varicose veins. ae 

The witnesses generally state he is a temperate man, and some of them in ad 
tion state he is a reliable man. It would also appear from the testimony th: 
claimant was examined by a surgeon prior to enlistment and was passed } 
surgeon. The special agent states that all the witnesses are intelligent and 
able men, personally known by him, and states that Mitchell never did hay 
regard for the truth, is now of no account, and never will be. It would ; ; 
from the animus of the special agent's statement that he entered upon this ¢xay 
ination with prejudice against the claimant and summoned such witnesses as site. 
his feelings. 

Affidavits are filed in the case from various parties, who state of thei) 
knowledge that they were acquainted with him and never knew him to be ative: 
with varicose veins or with weak spine. 

On February 20, 1877, a petition, signed by fifty-three citizens of his vicinity. ; 
quests the Commissioner of Pensions to grant the pension; that they know t 
variocose veins were incurred in the service. , 

The committee are of the opinion that the accompanying bill should pass 
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Mr. WARNER. Mr. Chairman, the report just read does not shoy 
at all that this claimant was wounded in the service or that he claims 
@ pension on that account; but shows that the claim is made on the 
ground of other disabilities of which, from the report I take it, there 
is no record evidence. I understand further that this is a case whic! 
has been made the object of a special examination by the Commis 
sioner of Pensions, and the granting of the pension has been reported 
against. Itseems to me that this report shows clearly that there 
was no disability on the part of this claimant received in the line of 
duty, and therefore that he is not entitled to a pension; and it is one 
of those cases that ought not to come here at all. If he is entitled to 
the relief sought it ought not to require a special act. 

Mr. GODSHALK. It is the old story in regard to this pension 
claim. This man entered the service in 1861. He was wounded; but 
owing to the loss of records he could not make out his claim technic- 
ally before the Pension Office. His claim was rejected from time to 
time. Finally, the Department sent up to the neighborhood where 
the man lived a special agent or a secret agent to inquire into the 
truth of these statements and find out all he could in reference to this 
case. Now, while this agent reported Mitchell was not a man whose 
word was to be believed, I know from my own personal knowledge 
that that special agent would not be believed on his oath, and that 
Mitchell stands a hundred-fold better in the estimation of the con- 
munity than the special agent who went up there to investigate his 
case. I knowof my own knowledge this man is believed in the neigh- 
borhood where he lives to be a truthful man. He is known to be a 
man of feeble intellect in some respects and may have been induced 
in some way to make contrary statements. But it is known to every 
one there that he went into the service an able man for the service. 
He was examined prior to his enlistment and passed by the surgeon, 
and it is known to every one there that he came out of the service a 
wounded and broken-down man and that he is unable to earn a liv- 
ing. ; 
Mr. WARNER. Does the report show this man was wounded in 
action ? : 

Mr. GODSHALK. It appears he went into hospital to be treated. 
This is recorded here in the report. 

Mr. WARNER. The report shows he was missing from action. 

Mr. GODSHALK. It shows he was taken to hospital. _ 

Mr. BURROWS. I will say in answer to the gentleman from Ohw 
[Mr. WARNER] it appears in the report that the captain of the com 
pany testified— 4 

That claimant was wounded in both legs by poisoned buckshot, and also by bis 
musket striking him in the breast, it having been struck by a volley from the 
enemy ; that claimant was in the United States service and in the line of his duty 

That is what is said by the captain of the company. a 

Mr. WARD. It appears, also, in the report that the certificate of 
disability shows him to have been discharged because of “ disability 








caused by varicose veins.” And one of the affidavits, as I understand 
it, alleges that he was wounded with poisoned buckshot and that 
the varicose veins were a result of the wound so received ; and the 
record follows him up to the point of the issuing of his discharge by 
reason of disability saused by that wound. It seems to me there is 
made out a complete case of disability incurred in the service and in 
the line of duty. ae ; 

Mr. BURROWS. There can be no question of that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GODSHALK. I move that the bill, as amended, be laid aside 
snd reported favorably to the House. 
* The motion was agreed to. 

JAMES B. FURMAN. 


rhe next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1452) for the relief of James B. Furman, reported from the Commit- 
-ee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. COFFROTH. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

me SP 4 ted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
shorizedt and directed to place the name of James B. Furman, late a private of Com- 
any C, of the Seventh Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, on the 
nepsion-rolls, at the rate of $8 per month, from the date of his discharge from the 
P ‘itary service of the United States, in the late war of the rebellion, on account 
o¢ disease contracted while in the line of duty in said service. 


Mr. BROWNE. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “rolls’’ and insert in lieu thereof “ subject to the 

provisions and limitations of the pension laws of the United States;”’ so that it 
l read: ° 

Re it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hé is hereby, au- 

ed and directed to place the name of James LB. Furman, late a private of Com- 

napy C, of the Seventh Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, on the 

nension-rolls, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws of the 


ted States 
ited States. 


Mr. WARNER. I had risen to propose the same amendment and 
to say I thought it was understood in the last session that all these 
hills were to be made to conform to the principle embodied in that 
amendment. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I will inform the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
WARNER] that these bills were all reported as early as the 20th of 
February of last year, before the time when the House adopted the 
rule to which he refers. All the bills reported since that time have 
conformed to the rule adopted by the House. The committee make 
no objection to the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. WARNER. The statement by the gentleman from Pennsy]l- 
vania is satisfactory. I ask that the report be read. 

he report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1452) 
granting a pension to James B. Furman, late private in the United States military 
service, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to submit the fol- 
owing report: 

After Gramstoation, they have adopted the report made by the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions to the third session of the Forty-fifth Congress, as follows : 

That the said Furman enlisted into the service March 14, 164, and was dis- 


charged August 23, 1864, for an injury received while in the service and in the line 


of his duty. 

On the 26th of July, 1864, he was detailed to draw some timber for a block-house, 
at bridge No. 13, near Columbia, Tennessee, and while so engaged he was struck a 
very violent blow with a lever or pry in the side, which threw him upon a log, 
causing a very severe hernia. In consequence of this injury he was sent home on 
afurlough; and the medical evidence shows that when he returned home at that 
time he was suffering from said injury, and was treated for it. The evidence also 
shows that he has suffered from said injury ever since his discharge, and that heis 
now wholly unfitted for labor. 

The committee consider the claimant richly deserving of a pension, and there- 
fore recommend the passage of the bill.” 


The amendment offered by Mr. BROWNE was agreed to; and the 
bill, as amended, was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 


JOHN A. INNES. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
In85) for the relief of John A. Innes, reported from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions by Mr. Corrroru. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to restore the name of John A. Innes, late a private of Company B, 
Fifty-tirst Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, to the pension roll ; and he shall 
be paid in the same manner and to the same amount that he would have been if 
payment had not been suspended or his name dropped from the roll. 


The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
‘too) granting a pension to John A. Innes, late of the United States military serv- 

7 ave had the same under consideration, and beg leave to submit the following 
PDO) $ 

Having examined the lengthy and exhaustive report made by the Committee’ on 
Invalid Pensions to the third session of the Forty-fifth Congress, the committee 
have adopted the same, as follows : ; 

‘John A. Innes, of Easton, Pennsylvania, enlisted September 16, 1861, at Easton, 
as a private in Company B, Fifty-first Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and was 
discharged August 25, 1862, at New Berne, North Carolina, on surgeon's certificate 
of disability, He rendered subsequent service during the invasion of Pennsylvania 
: & volunteer in Company C, Thirty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Militia, from 
pine 30 to August 7,1863; and again, in Company A, Twenty-eighth Regiment 

ennsylvania Volunteers, from February 14 to May 23, 1865. 
Onan — contracted hemorrhage of the lungs at the battle of Roanoke, North 
North 7 ebruary 8, 1862, was sent to the Hammond general hospital at Beanfort, 
coming ee and was discharged therefrom August 25, 1862, possessed of a 
éaat ae permanent disability in a disease of the heart and lungs. He was, in 
© course of time, recognized by the Pension Office as a worthy applicant for an 
‘Rvalid pension, and was pensioned at $& per month, commencing October 20, 1875, 
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and at $18 per month, commencing September 1, 1876. The last payment was made 
to include December 4, 1877. On December 10, 1877, Innes was dropped from the 
pension-rolls in consequence of the report rendered by a special agent of the Pen- 
sion Office, which stated that the disability for which he drew his pension existed 
prior to enlistment. - 

‘From the very voluminous array of papers submitted with this case, your com- 
mittee have selected a few, to which they invite the attention of the House in con- 
nection with their report. 

“ The first of these is an anonymous communication, addressed, presumably, 
to the Commissioner of Pensions, and dated ‘ Easton, Pennsylvania, October 1, 
1877.’ The writer signs himself ‘An old citizen,’ and makes a brief but pointed 
attack upon the character of Mr. Innes, declaring him not entitled to a pension, 
The Pension Office, in consequence of this anonymous charge or charges, ordered 
an investigation, by a special agent, of the case of Mr. Innes, which inquiry resulted 
in the suspension of the pension as already noted. The second of the selected 
papers in the case to which your committee especially refer is a letter addressed to 
the Pension Office, under date of February 7, 1878, by George E. Lemon, Esq., the 
attorney for claimant, in which is noted the allegation of Mr. Innes that his mar- 
ried sister was the principal witness examined by the special agent in the conduct 
of his investigation of the case of Mr. Innes, and that her adverse testimony was 
due to a bitter personal hostility existent between the pensioner and herself. The 
third particular reference is the combined affidavits of Mrs. Elizabeth Innes, the 
mother of the claimant, and three intimate friends of the Innes family, who each 
declare, on oath, that they know that John A. Innes and his married sister have 
been on unfriendly terms for six years past, the enmity being bitter, and its cause 
being the fact that the mother of the claimant allows him to occupy, rent free, a 
house belonging to her. 

“ Brief reference is now made to the fourth of these papers, wherein is found the 
evidence given before the special agent by Mrs. Sallie Cornell, the married sister 
of Mr. Innes. Her testimony is of an indefinite, hesitating character, and tends 
to show thatthe idleness of her brother previons to enlistment was induced by lang 
complaint and laziness. This ideais conveyed in avery doubting, equivocal man- 
ner, as a perusal of the evidence must show. 

‘* Attention is now called to the sworn aftidavits of Mrs. Elizabeth Innes, mother 
of the claimant, and of the following-named persons—each and all of them certify 
ing to the entire health of Mr. Innes prior to his enlistment, this being the point 
on which was based the adverse report to the special agent. The afliants spoken 
of are: G. B. Slough, M. D., a physician of Easton, Pennsylvania, whose standing in 
the community is certified to by the prothonotary of the county court; Henry Lud 
wig, A. F. Hellet, Cornelius Brunner, E. H. Heckman, D. F. Davis, J. H. Genther, 
and Charles I. Frey, all being residents of Easton, the home of claimant. J. H. 
Genther was the first lieutenant of Company B, Fifty-first Regiment of Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteers, the command in which Mr. Innes served 

‘‘ The last of these special papers in this case is a letter written the Pension Office 
by Frank Reeder, commander of the Pennsylvania department of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, and dated ‘ Easton, April 12, 1872.’ This is written in commen 
dation of Mr. Innes as an original claimant; but its language can now be quoted as 
staunch testimony for Mr. Innes. Mr, Reeder says: ‘It [the claimant's case] is 
one of the saddest cases I ever knew of, and one of the most deserving.’ 

‘‘Beyond this your committee feel it perfectly useless to proceed. They have 
shown, by the strongest attainable evidence, that the claimant in this case has 
been debarred his pension by reason of bitter personal hostility, and the very fact 
that the investigation which resulted in robbing him of his pension was started 
by an anonymous letter, wherein charges were preferred against the claimant, 
seems tolend additional coloring to our verdict in the case 

“After a most thorough inspection of the multitude of papers submitted, your 
committee feel it incumbent upon them—always bearing in mind the equity of the 
case—to report favorably upon the bill. 

“ They recommend, therefore, that the said bill do pass. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JAMES R. GORDON, 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1453) for the relief of James R. Gordon, reported from the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. CorrroTn. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, é-c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, authorized 
and directed to place the name of James KR. Gordon, late a private in Company D 
of the Sixteenth Regiment of Pennsyivania Cavalry Volunteers, on the pension-roll, 
at the rate of $8 per month from the date of his discharge from the military serv- 
ice of the United States, in the late war of the rebellion, on account of disease 
contracted while in the line of duty in said service. 

Mr. BROWNE. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word ‘‘ roll,” and insert in lieu thereof the words, “ sub- 
ject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws of the United States.’ 

Mr. COFFROTH. 
ment. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, as amended, was laid 
aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

ALBERT O. MILLER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1455) granting a pension to Albert O. Miller, introduced by Mr. OvVER- 
TON, and reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. 
CoOFFROTH. 

The bill was read, as follows: 





The committee has no objection to that amend- 


_ Beit enacted, éc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he 1s hereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limita- 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Albert O. Miller, late a seaman on board the 
United States steamship Bienville, and pay him a pension at the rate of $50 per 
month from and after the passage of this act. 

Mr. BROWNE. I move to amend the bill by striking out the clause 
fixing the rate of pension—that is, the words ‘and pay him a pension 
at the rate of $50 per month from and after the passage of this act.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WARNER. Let the report be read. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
1455) granting a pension to Albert O. Miller, late of the United States Navy, have 
had the same anler consideration, and beg leave to submit the following report: 

That Albert O. Miller enlisted as a seaman in the United States Navy on the 23d 
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day of September, 1°64; that on the 15th day of January, 1365, while in such service 
and in line of duty, he participated in the capture of Fort Fisher ; that after the 
capture of the fort the boats from which he aa others had disembarked were found 
beached and partly filled with sand and water; that an attempt was made to bail 
the beats and prepare them for use, in which said Miller became drenched w ith the 
surf, and that he remained on the beach all night thoroughly wet by the exposure ; 
that in consequence he suffered a severe attack of neuralgia and rheumatism, and 
that he has since suffered continuously from such rheumatism so contracted up to 
the present time; that his physical condition is now such by reason of said disease 
that he requires the regular aid and assistance of some other person, on account of 
total physical disability; that said Albert O. Miller was honorably dis harged from 
the naval service of the United States ; that he has made due and regular applica 
nd bas fully established his right toa 
that he has failed to establish the 
acts of the time, place, and circumst der which he contracted his said dis- 
ability ; that on account of such failure his application has been rejected by the 
Interior Department: that such failure has been by reason of the inability of said 
Miller ¢ » asc ertain the whereabouts of his mates, the seamen who were present 
und had actual knowledge of said facts, and such failure has been notwithstanding 


dil nt efforts on the part of said Miller to asceriain the whereabouts of such per- 


tion for a pension (naval claim No. 3276): 
; f the amour xed in the bill 
pension of the amount named In t lil 
‘ 








ances u 


The committee, believing t! 
the aceor nying bill 


eca to be meritorious, recommend th passage of 


ir. COFFROTH I move that the bill with the amendment be 
laid aside te be reported favorably to the House. 


otion was agreed to. 


PHINEAS GANO. 

[he next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1250) eranting a pension to Phineas Gano, introduced by Mr. W1L- 
son, and reported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. 
CorrnrorTHu, 

Tha bill aa ] f 


read, as TOMOWS: 


Beit enacted, d&c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed 
to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions of the pension laws, the name 
of Phineas Gano, late a first lieutenant and regimental quartermaster of the Twen- 
ty-fifth Regiment Ohio Veteran Volunteer Infantry, with proportionate pay as first 
lieutenant to that now received by said Gano as private ; said pension as first lieu- 
tenant to commence and be paid from the 1sth day of July, 1865, the date of the 
final discharge of said Gano from the military service of the United States, deduct- 
ing therefrom the amount heretofore received by said Gano on pension as a private 

Mr. WARNER. Let the report be read. 

Che report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom the accompanying bill (H. R. No. 
1259) was referred, having had the same under consideration, respectfully submit 
the following report 

The committee find that Phineas Gano, late first-lientenant and regimental 
quartermaster, while a private in Company B, Twenty-tifth Ohio Veteran Volun- 
teer Infantry, and in the line of duty, contracted rheumatism, which disease was 
very much aggravated by his continuous field service and consequent exposure as 
a lieutenant and regimental quartermaster, to which rank he had been subse- 
quently promoted on account of many gallant services. 

After his discharge he never recovered from this disability, and the rheuma- 
tism gradually became chronic, preventing him from performing manual labor, 
and, of course, from procuring a subsistence thereby. He was pensioned at the 
rate of $4 per month, and on applying for an increase he received 86 per month, 
and subsequently, on the recommendation of Dr. Charter, the examining surgeon of 
the Pension Department, who reported him as suffering from total and permanent 
disability as a result of the rheumatism contracted while in the service of the 
United States, he received 88 per month, the full pension of a private soldier. 

it appears that the Pension Department has established a rule by which, when 
an injury is received or a disability is contracted, a pension is granted only at the 
rate proportioned to the rank of the soldier at the time of receiving the original 
injury or contracting the original disability ; therefore, although Gano was suffer- 
ing from total disability and left the service as an oflicer, the Department would 
not allow him other than the full pension of a private for total disability, because, 
as is alleged, the disability was originally contracted while serving as a private 
soldier 

Whatever may be the policy of this rule it does not seem to work well when 
applied to the claims of a deserving pensioner. The committee are of opinion that 
this case should not have been embraced under the rule, inasmuch as the original 
disability must necessarily have been aggravated by Gano's subsequent service in 
the higher rank; and as he is now suffering from total and permanent disability, 
as is shown by the report of the examining surgeon of the Pension Office, it is but 
just that he should receive the full rate to which his rank entitles him 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of this bill. 

Mr. WARNER. I ask that the bill be again read. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. BRAGG. Does this bill make provision for the pay of this 
applicant as an officer independent of his pension ? 

Mr. WILSON. It simply provides a pension for him as an officer. 

Mr. BRAGG. From what committee does this bill come ? 

Mr. WILSON. From the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. BRAGG. Does the Committee on Invalid Pensions have charge 
of bills providing for the pay of officers of the Army? If I heard 
the bill correctly, it provides that this person shall in addition to his 
pension draw pay as an officer for a certain period of time when he 
had not been properly mustered into the service as such officer. This 
is a bill relating to the pay of an officer of the Army, and properly 
belongs to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WILSON. I think it is too late to raise such a point. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is informed that the bill provides 
for the payment of a pension from the date of discharge at the rate 
that would have been given him had he been pensioned as a lieuten- 
ant, deducting therefrom the pension he has already received as a 
private. 

Mr. BRAGG. It occurred to me that the bill was subject to the 
other construction. 

Mr. COFFROTH. Let the bill be again read. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move to amend by striking out the word “ pay” 
and inserting the word “ pension;” so that it shall read “ with pro- 


portionate pension as first lieutenant to that now received hy «. : 
Gano as private. os 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be reported favorah) 
to the House. rably 

MARGARET R. COLONOY. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bil] (H. R.X 

> . : aye 
4609) granting arrears of pension to Margaret R. Colonoy, reported 
from the Committee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. Corrrory, - 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is. ay: 
ized and directed to pay Margaret R. Colonoy, widow of Josiah B. Colones 
major of the First Regiment of Maryland Infantry Volanteers, arrears of peje, 
at the rate of $8 per month, from the 12th day of October, 1864, the a ath of — 
husband, to the 22d day of March, 1878, up to which time she w ae 
the widow of a first lieutenant, and at which time she was placed on the p 






48 pensioned as 


roll as the widow of a major. — 
Mr. BROWNE. Let the report in this case be read. 
Che report was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Mor 


garet R. Colonoy, widow of Major Josiah B. Colonoy, First Maryland Volunte: 
have had the same under consideration, and submit the following report : ag 

Margaret R. Colonoy, widow of Josiah B. Colonoy, was inscribed on the pensior 
rolls at the rate of $17 per month from the date of her husband’s death, at the rani 
of first lieutenant. On the 22d of March, 1878, her pension was increased to rar 
of the rank of major by special act of Congress. She now claims the difference 
between the pension of a tirst lieutenant’s widow and that of the widow of ay, 
jor from the death of her husband to the passage of the special 
sum of $8 per month. 

It is shown by the records in the case that Josiah B. Colonoy was mustered ins 
the First Maryland Volunteers May 27, 1861, as a first lieutenant and adjutant 
served as such until September 6, 1864, when he was commissioned as majo: 
died while holding said rank, October 12, 1864, of wounds received in action 4 - 
21, 1864. ; 

It is shown by the records in the case that a vacancy existed in the rank of ; 
from May 19, 1864, until December 2, 1264. 

Francis M. Smith swears that he was a first lieutenant and adjutant of said » 
iment, having been promoted to succeed said Colonoy, who was promoted t 
rank of major. Said Colonoy was acting as major before and at the time 
being wounded, August 31, 1864, at which date he was sent to hospital in 
quence of said wounds. His commission as major was received at the re 
after his removal to hospital, and by reason of said wounds, and without a 
or neglect on his part, he was unable to be mustered on his commission as m 

The committee are of the opinion that the widow is entitled to the arrears. as 
her pension should have originally been granted to her at the rate of the pensions 
granted to widows of persons holding the rank of major, and they therefor 
ommend that the accompanying bill do pass. 

Mr. BROWNE. I would inquire if the original pension in this case 
was by a special act of Congress? 

Mr. COFFROTH. It was, and ought to have been at first the pen- 
sion of a major instead of a lieutenant. This bill covers only four 
years. 

Mr. BREWER. Why was this woman granted a lieutenant’s pen- 
sion instead of a major’s pension, if it was granted by Congress! 

Mr. COFFROTH. It was a mistake in the bill passedin 187. The 
bill was reported for a lieutenant’s pension, and General Rice, of Ohio, 
then the chairman of the committee, afterward discovered the mis- 
take, and at the same session, I believe, introduced a bill increasing 
the pension, which was not passed. 

Mr. BRAGG. I think this bill should not be passed. If we pass 
this bill we will be doing very great—I do not know exactly what 
term to use—perhaps I should say very great violence to the military 
laws as well as the pension laws of the country. If I understand 
the report correctly, this officer who was pensioned by act of Con- 
gress received the wounds for which he was pensioned when he was 
a lieutenant. 

Mr. COFFROTH. No, when he was a major. 

Mr. BRAGG. And after he was taken to the hospital, suffering 
from those wounds, he was commissioned asa major. The rule inre- 
gard to pensions is that a person shall be granted the rate of pension 
which belongs to the rank that he held at the time the injury was 
received for which he is pensioned. 

If we pass this bill we will change the entire system of our pen- 
sion laws. We will provide, at least in principle, that if a man has 
been wounded while a lieutenant, which may have been in 1261 or 
1862, and subsequently becomes a major-general, he shall draw a major- 
general’s pension under his subsequent commission for wounds Te- 
ceived by him when he held a lieutenant’s commission. That would 
be doing injustice to hundreds and thousands of pensioners and 
change the entire rule upon which pensions are granted. For tht 
reason it seems to me this bill onght not to pass. i) 

Mr. COFFROTH. I will state to the gentleman from Wisconsit 
[Mr. BraG@] that this officer was wounded while acting as major, 00 
the 31st of August, 1864, and was sent to the hospital on account ol 
said wounds and died shortly thereafter. ‘ Ir 

Mr. STONE. Was he commissioned as major at that time or simp?) 
acting as major? 

Mr. COFFROTH. Acting as major. 

Mr. STONE. He was not commissioned as major? 

Mr. COFFROTH. Not at that time. uM 

Mr. BRAGG. In answer to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [! 
Corrrortn, ] I will say that it is always the duty of the senior oflices 
in rank, whether he be a fifth corporal or a major, to take commen 
of the detachment to which he belongs, it may be a majors —— ’ 
alieutenant-colonel’s command, a colonel’s command or a brigat . # 
genera!’s command. His grade and rank are not changed because * 
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che time being, under the rules regulating military organizations, he 
aed sepior officer 1 command. ' 

. hundreds of cases colonels commanded brigades; but does that 
+ make them brigadier-generals under the pension laws? Who- 
ig the senior officer for the time being takes command of the 


jac 


ciated he is obliged to do it. But that does not change the rank or 
is of the officer at all. He simply discharges the duty which 
oe ol es to the office he holds. It does not make him a lieutenant- 
attacnes j 


nel if he be a major, or a colonel if he be a lieutenant-colonel. 

‘We, COFFROTH. I desire to inform the gentleman from Wiscon- 

TMr. Brace] that this man was commissioned on the 6th of Sep- 
smber, 1864. He was wounded August 31, 1564, and a few days after- 
vant was commissioned. After he was commissioned he died from 
‘i efieets of the wound. A vacancy had occurred in which he was 
“ne nntil the 6th of September, 1864, when he was commissioned. 
Tre death occurred after he had received the commission. 
ie BRAGG. Of course; but the wound occurred before. 

Mr, COFFROTH. But he died from the effects of the wound. 

Vr, BRAGG. Of course; and he was entitled to a pension accord- 

+ to the rank which he held when he received the wound. 

\r. BROWNE. I wish to make a suggestion to the gentleman 
‘om Pennsylvania, [Mr. Corrrotu.] It appears that this pension 
was originally granted by special act of Congress. The pension was 
“oinally that of the surviving widow of a lieutenant; but by sub- 
ceauent act of Congress it was increased to that of the surviving 
widow of a major. 

Now, if we were asked to pass an act to-day for the first time, the 

‘|.aceording toall the precedents we have been setting ever since the 

ouestion of pensions has been pending before Congress, would not oper- 
ate petroactively. We have in every instance struck out in these 
nension bills all provisions looking toward arrearages. So that, if 
ig were pending to-day as an original question, we would not 
+ back and grant arrearages. At the time of the passage of the 
act of 1878 arrearages, as a matter of course, would not have been 
¢ owed, 
” Now, what is this proposition? Although as an original act we 
would not grant arrearages at all, the proposition is that because 
some years ago We granted a pension of a particular kind and subse- 
quently increased it by special act we shall now make that special 
act retroactive, so as to take in arrearages. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I will explain if the gentleman will yield a 
moment. 

Mr. BROWNE. Certainly. 

Mr, COFFROTH. This woman was put on the pension-rolls in 
‘4as the widow of a lieutenant, and drew pension at the rate of 
7amonth. On the 2d of March, 1578, this special act was passed 
utting her on the roll as the widow of a major. She now asks for 
arrears of $8 a month for those four years, being the difference be- 
tween the pension she received as the widow of a lieutenant and that 
which she should have received as the widow of amajor. She insists 
that the Commissioner of Pensions made a mistake and that she ought 
to have been pensioned originally as the widow of a major. 

Mr. BROWNE. I understand now that the original pension was 
granted by the Pension Bureau, and it was under the law the pension 
of the widow of a lieutenant. 

Mr.COFFROTH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BROWNE. Subsequently, by an act of Congress, the pension 
was increased to that of the widow of a major. The Pension Office 
did all it could under the law. This man, according to the report, 
never was a major; so far as appears from the report he was never 
entitled to be mustered as a major; and the act of Congress of 1878 
was anactof grace. Under the cold letter of the law this widow was 
not entitled to the relief granted by that act. I do not now contro- 
vert the propriety of that legislation ; but if we pass this bill it simply 
gives this Woman arrearages which she could not now get under the 
law—atrearages which would not have been granted to her when the 
act of 1878 was passed. Why is she any more entitled to arrearages 
for those years than the fifteen or twenty men and women in whose 
lavor we have passed special bills in Committee of the Whole this 
afternoon ? 

, I regret to oppose a pension for any person. I believe this is the 
irst time [have doneso. But itstrikes me that this is simply a prop- 
sition to give this widow arrearages of pension after Congress in its 
magnanimity has put her on the pension-rolls at a rate to which she 
Wés hot entitled under the general law. 

7 {r. WARNER. I thinkit would be quite within bounds to say that 
‘(re aré now on the pension-rolls 10,000 cases in which the pension 
= : granted for the rank held at the time the disability was incurred, 
although afterward the soldier was advanced in rank. It has been 
‘ie universal rule, as already explained, that pensions should be 
— according to the rank held by the soldier at the time the 
Mate received. This case,as my friend from Indiana [Mr. 
ee wf Jas said, has been made an exception. Congress has taken 
ana 000 similar cases and allowed a pension in accordance with 

Tank not held by the soldier at the time the disability was incurred. 
which th oe toadd arrearages. I think this is one case at least 
lay aside f —— of the Whole might very rationally refuse to 

i COFFIN) orable report to the House. — : 
ann OTH. Now, Mr. Chairman, it is not arrearages, but it 

pay her the difference between what she received and what she 
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was entitled to as the widow of a major who was regularly commis- 
sioned and mustered in before his death. E 

Mr. WARNER. But she was never entitled to that under the law, 
but only to the pension attached to the rank held by her husband at 
the time of his disability. 

Mr. BROWNE. Do I understand the gentleman to claim, under 
the circumstances of this case and under the law, that the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions should have placed her originally on the pension- 
roll as the widow of a major? 

Mr. COFFROTH. Undoubtedly. Here is the evidence. 

Mr. BROWNE. Then I understand the gentleman to insist that 
one who was never mustered into the United States service with the 
rank of major was a major? 

Mr. COFFROTH. He was commissioned, mustered in, and acted 
as major before his death. He died withia twenty days after rec eiv- 
ing this wound. He was wounded on the 21st of August, and he was 
mustered into service before his death. 

Mr. BROWNE. Does the report state he was mustered into the 
service ? 

Mr. COFFROTH. Ido not know in reference to that, but the fact 
is that he was mustered in. He was commissioned, and died while 
holding said rank. 

Mr. BROWNE. Does the report state, or is it the fact, that he was 
ever mustered into the service as major ? 

Mr. COFFROTH. The report, I believe,does not state, but the 
fact really is that he was mustered into the service as major. 

Mr. STONE. While in the hospital ? 

Mr. BROWNE. The report gives an excuse why he was not mus- 
tered into the service as major. 

Mr. COFFROTH. It has been reported to me by the parties that 
he was mustered in. 

Mr. BRAGG. I call attention to the fact that the report states his 
commission as major was received at the regiment after his removal 
to the hospital. He never got his commission until after he was 
wounded. 

Mr. COFFROTH. He got it before he died. 

Mr. BROWNE. The question I put to the gentleman is this: Was 
it the duty of the Commissioner to have recognized this man as hav- 
ing been mustered in as a major? Does the gentlemanassume it was 
the duty of the Commissioner of Pensions to have placed on the pen- 
sion-roll this woman as the widow of a deceased major, he not hav- 
ing been mustered into the service at all? If it is to cure a mistake 
made by the Commissioner of Pensions, I will vote for the bill. 

Mr. COFFROTH. It most undoubtedly is the spirit of the law 
that the widow should receive the pension of the rank held by her 
husband at the time of his death. 

Mr. BRAGG. Is that thelaw? Is it not of the rank held at the 
time he received the disability ? 

Mr. COFFROTH. Yes, of the rank held by him at the time he 
received the disability which caused his death. 

Mr. BRAGG. Of course. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 5, noes 34 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope that question will not be raised by the gen 
tleman from Illinois. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Very well, I will withdraw the 
division. 

Mr. ATKINS. The bill has been defeated, 

The CHAIRMAN. The noes have it and the bill will be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with an unfavorable recommendation. 


JOSEPH CARTWRIGHT, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3123) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place upon the 
pension-roll the name of Joseph Cartwright. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and requires the Secretary of 
the Interior to place upon the pension-roll the name of Joseph Cart- 
wright, late a private of Company G, Twenty-seventh Regiment of 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred House bill No. 3123 
entitled ‘‘A bill to grant a pension to Joseph Cartwright,” ask leave to submit the 
rollowing report 

We tind from the papers in the original pension case filed in the P 
at various times since December 2, 1872, the date of filing the original declarat 
that the petitioner enlisted as a private in Company G, Twenty-seventh Ohi 
unteers, August 3, 1861; was mustered into the service August 14, I-61, and was 
honorably discharged December 23, 1861. Thetestimony in the case shows that on 
the 2d of November, 1861, the claimant, with others, was being taken from hospital 
at Kansas City, Missouri, to join his regiment, the detachment being under com 
mand of a strange officer, detailed for the special duty, and whose whereabouts 
cannot now be ascertained; and while at Little Blue, Missouri, the detachment 
was attacked by the enemy and claimant, in the fight, was struck by a Minie ball 
in the forehead; that the ball remained in the wound, he receiving no medical 
treatment, being a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. He was finally paroled 
and received his discharge, returning to his home early in December, 1361, when 
he received medical treatment and tbe ball removed from the wound. The proof 
of the facts alleged was placed before the Pension Office as best they could be, and 
consist of the testimony of comrades who were with the claimant, of an officer who 
from report knew of the wounding, and from the home physician at Ironton, Law 
rence County, Ohio, who removed the ball and rendered claimant medical service 
on his return to his home. The case was rejected by the Pension Office on the 
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; pen sic rated him at “one-half” disability —$4 per month. The Pen “ps, 
Per n Office must necessarily require thé to admit the « ase to pension, in the ibsence of medical evidence os Ge 
n tl ? eema re is full and | the service, which the petitioner cl is he is unable to farntcl po 
. tt es ) prove the merit of the « im rhe | stated = 
. Ai< the beginning of the war, when but | Your committee can understand the action of the P¢ nsion O 
2. f Gg a proper ke : Che fact that his dis- | but is of the impression that » facts and equities of the case ;, ude 
ye # oc} g ed Departme! ere grounds for it torious nature of the at nsion The proof is clba t at s : 
oe } Alt ridl dos ' mention the w l bi ! des present pro | service free from é isability of the eves that he came out of the A 
¢ 4 = tae ; ken prisoner, and the physician gives evidence as to reliey his eyes affected and they have continued so affected up to the present t : 
; ; ng r ‘ ba I nd again 877 examining s ft Pension | therefore beli him entitled to pension, and, in view of t evide = 7 
: oO ; ithe cla disabled fr s ellects of the | report favoral and recommend the passage of the bill (H. RB. Ko o- 
7 ‘ wound. « ne i; ! l the other, in 1£77, fixing his degree 1 pension to James P. Hunter . 4 
f . vat $4 mnt \ ttee would therefore recommend the : “aus die a 
of 1 ilit, i Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. | move that the bill be laid aside + 
' ” a se po er oe an tattle ill reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
j ar. UPVEGNALS aes ; rhe motion was agreed to. 
F be! T Honus l i nmendati ut aoT 8 
' en HENRY MILLS, 
t ‘ r BOTTS The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H, p. 1 
z ee iv ae 2439) granting a pension to Henry Mills. <ies 
0 t _ ‘ = ii ( nh 7 . 9 < 
¢ —— © Prix -1ehae sguan : mnacas rhe bill was read, as follows: 
' ah? rapting a pension to Wyatt Botts. > T} ; : 
i et } ~ Je saa i a | Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and } 
iy e , whi vas read, authorizes and directs the ecretary of | 4, ed and directed t Sposa Ripe) pena : : ; and he is hy 
“a “ 41 7 ei , “ay es £2 mire . h } thorized and aire ted To piace on the pension rol] subject to the pro. 
; the interior to piace on the pension -Tou, av tHe Face OF per month, | limitations of the pension laws, the name of Henry Mills. late he oe 
re aun ¢ , +] ns and limitations of the pension laws, the | D, of the Ninety-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, to dat 
ee me W B s, late a private in Company B, Eighty-eighth July, A. D. 1st 
tat Regi t Ih try Ohio Vé ee! | The report is as follows: 
Phe re vas re i, a5 Ws The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred 
rhe I i Pens » 1 , ano 2439) granting a pension to Henry Mills, having had the same under eo saat 
aaa , » Wvatt Botts. | wl t in nder sideration ask leave to submit the following report . 
smaneineed : it the following report That it appears in evidence t Henry Mills enlisted and was muster: 
Wa fir ” n¢ nation of the papers originally filed in the Pension Office, the United States military service on or about the 30th day of August, A. 1) 
t er « ite in Company B, Eighty thth Ohio Volun. | 28 4 private soldier in Company D, Ninety-eighth Regiment I! olu 
ers t l4th of was mustered September 24, 1°62; was dis fantry. It also appears that said Mills was in continuous servi J ( 
t 1s¢ application for pension September 2 76. He | D. 1865, at which time he was mustered out of service with his ( 
. of the lungs and loas of sichtof } con- | Bolton, Springfield, Nlinois; that said Mills was in sound, robust, and vie 
; ( a ae ber. 1862. The testimony on hat the | health at date of muster in, and that he was broken down, his constitution 
. a man late of enlistment. That hoid | Paired, and had lost the sight of one eye when mustered out 
. show he evidence of his captai! ui an It further appears in evidence that while in the service and in the lin, of 
spring of 1563 petitioner was home on in. | he was taken sick with the measles and sent to hospital; that upon reco 
flammation of the eves. The lungs were also involved from this disease he was stricken with the small-pox. Upon his re from the 
I er when called upon by the Pension Office to produce evidence of | 8™all-pox, not being able for field duty, he was detailed and ret ea 
‘ | treatment after his discharge, stated his inability to o up to 1871. but | POX hospital as an orderly or messenger ; he was occupied n t 
t worn statement of a man and wife that thev had lived with himin | CUting from the general hospital headquarters rations, medi 8 other « 
j eR house from the time of his discharge up to 1&7i, a that he was con- eee ae Sane hospital; that in perforn 8 Ser 
t iffering from disease of the lungs and eyes and treated hinfself with pat- 1e was directed by the surgeon in charge to use a mule team his att 
‘ edicines = to secure the mules upon one occasion he was severely kicked upon the sid 
I : - in the Pension Oftice September head by a mule, and the sight of his left eye was instantly destroyed and has 
B78 tn physician of the petitioner for | lost to him ever since. The degree of his disability by reason of the loss of 
first called to see him he found him suffer. | €Y@: and his impaired health caused by the diseases heretofore referred to, is 
I ‘ vphoid fever, also loss of one eve, resulting | fied by the medical examiner as one-half incapacitated for obta his subs 
fre pelas Che records of the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office. by manual labor The disability is declared permanent by the same pa 
ow no evidence of alleged di ilitv on the rolls or returns. but show that his Your committee believe this to be a worthy and meritorious case, and 
ompany was stationed ‘at ‘hase December 31.1562. The evidence of the | Said bill back and respectfully recommend that it do pass 
neral's tt I i ] vas a ~<l hase gel ] os 1} TTI? ° . * _ 1 
peasants ee at he was admitted to Chase general hospital Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend by strik- 
ober 31, 1-62, and v ansferred and nitted again January 5, 1864, with | . . bic a : ~ 
; caneun’ Gakithter aiall wokeuail tu dati Stan 19. 1864. The records of the Sur. | 12g out all after the word “ volunteers” in line 7. 
bi red ral give no other information. He was examined by a surgeon of the | The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
§ Pensic tice, at Champaign, Dlinois, January we who fonnd him not inca- The Clerk read as follows: 
gt ta from obtaining a subsistence by mannal labor, but rated him at $2. His | ; > T.} 
be : . I llows: Height, six feet; weight one hundred and si age Strike out the words “ to date from the 6th day of July, A. D., 18 
t ty-eig eighty-four piration twe nty Sight oflefteye g ©; no ap The amendment was agreed to. 
arent s affection of right eye; slight yuble with lungs and heart. rT eee , +7 ] la laid 
ae ads ietiehenaitaiiiel cant cehiintne eiiee nahi — .,| Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the bill, as amended, be laid 
to his dis he la m was rejected February 27, 157%, by the Pension Office, | aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation 
on the gre t unable to show connection of present disability with the | The motion was agreed to. 
se ‘ ec est fro scharge to 1871, there being no record of dis- | a on 
pecnige they A CAROLINE STIEF. 
Your committee believe that. in view of the a wl is h has elapsed, the peti The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No 
tioner may be ) n the testir ich the Pension Oftice deems nec- ~< . . ‘ . ¥ 43 
ee ee eae ce a on ee ms nec. | 853) granting a pension to Caroline Stief. 
@8Sar\ establish his right to a pension under the laws; but your committee is of pa 3 -°? 
the impression, from the e nce before it, thatthe petitioner was disabled while rhe bill is as follows: 
q n the service, that he is at isabled, and that his present disability procee ds from Be it enacted, d-c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby author 
9 disease contracted while in the Army ; and they therefore report favorably, and | ized and directed to place on the pension-rolls the name of Caroline Stief, widow 
recommend the passage of No. 802) granting a pension to Wvatt of Frederick Stief, late a member of the Missouri militia, subject t isions 
Bott | and limitations of the pension laws, and that her pension shall aid from and 
. - sam : ey a | afta .3 av ce ar. 1870. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, moved that the bill be laid aside to be re- | *fter the 31st day of December, 18% 
ported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. rhe report was read, as follows : 
The motion was agreed to. The Committee on Invalid Pensions report : g 
That we find, upon examination of the papers in the pension case original 
ene) Senne | inthe Pension Office, that the petitioner is the widow of Frederick Stief, who wa 
T} t busi yt) riwat ‘o} ar wae t} 177) PWN ivate in Company B. Sixth Battali Missouri State Militia, and who, int! 
' The next business on e Private Calendar was e bill (H. R. No. private in Company B, Sixth Battalion Missouri State 2 . a 
9773) crantipg a pension to James P. Hunter tle of Boomfield, Missouri, in 1861, was severely injured by bei gstrack in thes 
Oe oe eo 2 Re ay Sia se iy casein | by the butt of a musket, from the effects of which injury he suffered continaall) 
Phe bill is as follows: | and finally demised in Boomfield, Missouri, December 30, 1870; that his widow | 
Beit enacted, & That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- | plied for a pension within a year after his death, and that it was pending in t 
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and | Pension Office until completed in 1877; that the delay in its ¢ —— wes'© omen 
i! limitations of the pension laws, t name of James P. Hunter, late a private in | by the inattention and carelessness of her first attorney, and that the la , 5 
First Illinois Light Artiller : who had the claim in hand furnished the bulk of the evidence to compiete It; 4693 
, ai it was rejected in 1877 by the Pension Office, under the third clause of sect 
rhe report was read, as follows: of the Revised Statutes, which recites that “‘no claim of this « ee oe 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions report valid unless prosecuted to a successful issue prior to the 4th day of July, od 
Chat from an examination of the papers originally filed in the Pension Office Your committee, after examining the testimony and the statement of - pe 
it appears that the petitioner enlisted and was mustered into the United States | Monel made to them. are constrained to believe that the delay in one ee 2 
‘ service in Company F, First Ilinois Light Artillery, January 11, 196% and was | Claim cannot justly be attributed to the petitioner ; that she was mate \ 
L ae discharge don July 10, 1865; that whilein the line of duty at Chatianoog 2, Tennessee, | Of inattention and carelessness on the part of her attorney, and that uncer: 
ap he contracted sore eyes, and was treated in hospital for such disease. The peti- | Cincumstances of the case she should not be made to suffer. but vour cor 
Es tioner states in his Claim that he is unable to furnish the evidence of the Army Under the law the Pension Office was obliged to reject the claim, tre there 
. . — ‘ ‘ Tt. . -O8 Far » 7 * ngress. t 
i surgeon who treated him, as he did not know his name, and that he is unable to | Mittee deem that it is a proper case for the interposition of _ = of the bill (H 
/ £ furnish the evidence of a commissioned officer of his company at the date of the | fore report favorably upon the petition and recommend the passage of 
contraction of bis disability. He presents evidence from a1 ber of comradesshow. | R. No. 853) granting a pension to Caroline Stief. 
r out 





petitioner was doing 


ey ing that the disease of the eyes was contracted while Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move to amend the bill by striking 





Pi fatigue duty May 1, 1865, at Chattanooga, Tennessee ; also evidence showing bis | . 6 a oe . o 
: freedom from any disease of the eyes at the time of his enlistment, and the fact of | all after the word ’ law ie line we iment 
j ; his eyes being sore when he came out of the Army He was examined by the ex- | The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 

trike out the following , | 

CAea that her pension shall be paid from and after the 31st day of December, 
1270." 

rhe amendment was ageeed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move thatthe bill, as amended, be laid 
side to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Phe 


WILLIAM G. THOMPSON, 


rhe next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
-;4) granting a pension to William G, Thompson. 
“he bill is as follows : 
senacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au 
ived and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
‘tations of the pension laws, the name of William G. Thompson, son of William 
The mpson, who was a captain in the First Regiment of Massachusetts Artil- 
and was killed in the battle of Petersburgh, Virginia, May 20, 1864, and pay 
, pension at the rate of $22 per month. 

Mr. CRAPO. If the committee will allow me a word it will render 

necessary the reading of the report in this case. 

A bill in behalf of this claimant was introduced in the Forty-fifth 
Congress, and was favorably reported by the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, but did not receive the action of the House. It was intro- 

need very early in this Congress—in the first session of this Con- 

ress—and had reasonably prompt attention from the Committee on 

invalid Pensions, who reported favorably upon it, and it has been 
for over fourteen months pending on the Private Calendar without 
ction by the House. This, Mr. Chairman, was a very meritorious 
ase, It was a case of a poor, helpless cripple, whose father was shot 
lead as Petersburgh. But while we have been delaying action here 
inon this claim in the transaction of public business 

‘Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman allow me to make an inquiry of 





ni 

Mr. CRAPO. Certainly. 

Mr. BRAGG. I understand this bill provides for a pension at the 
ite of $22 per month? 

Mr. CRAPO. Yes, sir. I was going on to say that while we have 
een delaying, and delaying for three years, action upon a case as 
neritorious as this, on account of public business, during all of which 

me this poor boy has been waiting and waiting for some aid from 
the Government for which his father gave his life, death has inter- 
ened and thereby relieved him of his pain and helplessness and the 
Government from any burden for his support. It is unnecessary 
now to pass the bill. And that suggests to us, Mr. Chairman, that 
there should be some method provided by which meritorious cases 

ke this can have more prompt action than they now receive. 
Mr. WARNER. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts pemit me 
k him why the pension was not granted by the Pension Office ? 

Mr. CRAPO, The case is this: he did have his pension, but it 
expired when he became sixteen years of age. 

Mr. WARNER. And it requires a special act to renew it, of course. 

Mr. CRAPO. The Pension Office could not grant it. It must have 
been granted, if granted at all, by special act of Congress. But itis 
now too late. : 

Mr. WHITE. Do I understand the gentleman from Massachusetts 
not to want this bill acted upon? 

Mr. CRAPO. It is unnecessary now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the bill be laid on the table. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman that 
that motion can be made after the committee rises. 

Mr. WHITE. Then strike out the enacting clause. 

[he CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that the proper motion would be that it be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it be laid upon the table. 
This will attain the object the gentleman has in view in making the 
motion, 

Mr. WHITE. I am not particular. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion to report the bill 
to the House with a recommendation that it be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 








JOHN MURPHY. 
_ The next business on the Private Calendarwas the bill (H.R. No. 59) 
tor the relief of John Murphy. 

Mr. ROBINSON, I will save the committee the trouble of having 
this bill read by stating that while it has been pending upon the 
Calendar the Pension Office has taken up the case and granted the 
pension. Nothing is now to be asked from Congress. I therefore 
wove that it be reported to the House without recommendation, and 
when there I will move to lay it on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


AMANDA J, M’FADDEN. 


. The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
-/9) granting a pension to Amanda J. McFadden, reported from the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. Davis, of Illinois. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
nett enacted, éc., That the Commissioner of Pensions be, and he is hereby, au- 
; rized and directed to place upon the pension-roll the name of Amanda J. Mc- 
George McFadden, deceased, who received a pension up to his 


adden, widow of 
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death on account of service and wounds as a soldier of the United States in the 
Black Hawk war ; and that the said Commissioner is hereby directed to pay the 
said widow all arrearages of pension from the date of the death of her said h 
band. 





. 


The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill H. R. No 
2075, having had the same under consideration, respectfully submit the followir 
report: 

We find upon an examination of the papers originally filed in the pens el 
of the petitioner at the Pension Office that she is the wife of George McFadden 
who was a soldier in the Black Hawk war in 1832, (captain of the Illinois Mounted 
Volunteers ;) that he was wounded by the hostile Indians June M, 1832; that he 
was discharged from service June 29, 1832 ; that he died April 20, 1852; that WW 
pensioned for his wound, and received such pension up to the time of his death 

The widow's application was filed October 31, 1853, and was completed March 4 
1279. The case was rejected by the Pension Office on the opinion of the medical 
referee of that office that the disease from which the soldier died was not the result 
of the wound he received in battle. 

Your commivtee find that the evidence in the case shows that the wound re-eived 
by the soldier was a gunshot above the ankle, which fractured the bone and caused 
the leg to become much shorter than the other; the bone was rendered “‘ carious 
and that the wound remained unhealed, and as a running sore, up to a few years 
before the soldier died é 

The evidence of neighbors and associates shows that he was much afflicted, but 
that his health was better before the wound healed than afterward; that after the 
healing of the wound his health became very poor, and he was affected in various 
ways. ‘The medical evidence in the case, as to death, is that of Dr. William W. 
Fox, submitted May 22, 1879, who says: ‘‘ While he could not state positively that 
the death, which occurred in the prime of the soldier's life and while he was under 
his care, was directly the result of the wound in his leg, he can state that the said 
wound troubled him a great deal, and did not heal up until a few years previous to 
his death; and after said wound healed up, his general health never was as good as 
it was previous. He was troubled with Genera which was attributable to the 
healing upof the wound. The dyspepsia continued, and ultimately what seemed to 
be cancer of the stomach became fully developed,and after a lingering illness 
caused his death. There is no doubt that had his death not been so hastened he 
would have continued to receive his pension until the present time.’ 

Your committee, upon the evidence of the facts in the case, are constrained to 
believe that the death of this soldier was in a manner attributable to his wounding, 
and that, notwithstanding the technical objection of the Pension Office, the peti 
tioner is properly entitled to the consideration of Congress. They therefore report 
favorably upon the petition, and recommend the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 
2075) cranting a pension to Amanda J. McFadden. 


Mr. WHITE rose. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I claim the floor as having reported the 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Illi- 
nois. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I offer the amendment which I send to the 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


a 


Strike out all after the word “ war,” namely, the words ‘‘and that the said Com 
missioner is hereby directed to pay the said widow all arrearages of pension from 
the date of the death of her said husband. 

Mr. WHITE. Iam appealed to by gentlemen all around me not 
to oppose this bill. I say with deference to them they do not know 
anything about it. They are yielding to their hearts instead of fol- 
lowing their judgments as legislators. 

What is this bill? It is a bill to give a pension to the widow of 
George McFadden, as to whom the committee report that he was a 
soldier in the Black Hawk war in 1832, (captain of the Illinois Mounted 
Volunteers ;) that he was wounded by the hostile Indians June 24, 
1832 ; that he was discharged from service June 29, 1832 ; that he died 
April 20, 1852. Think of it. He died in 1852. How many years ago? 
Twenty-nine years ago is it not, or thereabout? Very well; this has 
been slumbering from that time to this. Why have they delayed 
making this application all this time ? 

During the life-time of the deceased soldier he received a pension— 
that was all right—for a wound he received above the ankle. I have 
read this report carefully to discover any plausible right in the widow 
to receive a pensioa on account of the death of her husband. Her 
application was made to the Pension Bureau, and they refused it. It 
is perfectly clear if her husband had died as the consequence of the 
wound he received, if he had died in 1852 in consequence of a wound 
received in 1832, she would have received the pension. There is no 
evidence at all that this death was the consequence of the wound. 

An appeal is made to my heart and the hearts of other gentlemen 
here that this old lady ought to be pensioned because she is an old 
dependent woman. That is all right. That appeals to my heart. 

jut there is not even plausible evidence here of any connection be- 

tween the death of the husband and the wound received in 1532. 
What does the doctor say? The only evidence reported here is the 
following, being the evidence of Dr. Willian W. Fox: 

While he could not state positively that the death, which occurred in the prime 
of the soldier's life and while he was under his care, was directly the result of the 
wound in his leg, he can state that the said wound troubled him a great deal, and 
did not heal up until a few years previous to his death ; and after said wound healed 
up, his general health never was as good as it was previous. He was troubled 
with dyspepsia, which was attributable to the healing up of the wound. The dys- 
pepsia continued, and ultimately what seemed to be cancer of the stomach be 
came fully developed, and after a lingering illness caused his death. 

I submit there is no evidence here at all showing that this man 
died as the consequence of the wound. There is an effort to pass thie 
bill allowing large arrearages of pension without any evidence what- 
ever. I for one want to go on the record as being against this bill, 
and I move that it be reported to the House with the recommenda- 
tion that the enacting clause be stricken out. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment pending. The gentle- 
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man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Warr] will be recognized in due time 
to submit his motion. 

Mr. MANNING. I would be glad to appeal successfully to the heart 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, but I would not desire him to 
do violence to his judgment. Let him be ever so exacting. Let him 
look ever so critically into the case. Let him read ever so narrowly 
what is in the report and what is found much more elaborately in the 
testimony submitted to the committee. The gentleman read Dr. 
I’ox’s testimony in part. He stopped, however, just where he could 
have found the evidence which he says is wanting. 

Mr. WHITE. Where is it? That is what Iwas looking for. 

Mr. MANNING. I will accommodate the gentleman. He has the 
report in his hand, and he stopped reading at the word “death,” 
just two lines from the bottom of the page. The testimony of Dr. 
Fox given in the report goes on 

There is no doubt that had his death not been so hastened 
tinued to receive his pension until the present time 

Mr. WHITE. Oh, certainly; if he had not died he would have 
received the pension to the present time. 

Mr. MANNING. That is not what Dr. Fox says. That is the tes- 
timony of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wite.] Dr. l’ox 
savs iis death was hastened on account of this wound which he re- 
ceived in the Black Hawk war; and but for his death as the result 
of this wound he to-day would have been a pensioner of the United 
States Government. 

I submit, if we are going to be just in this matter, we would say 
it is much more important the pension given to the husband in his 
life-time should go to the widow, after her support in life is taken 
from her, than it was that it should goto him in his life-time, she 
being the beneficiary, as the widow, to a partial extent. 

The committee has examined this case; it has reported upon the 
testimony; and I regard it as highly persuasive and conclusive, if 
not to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, at least to myself and other 
members of this House. 

But the gentleman says this has been slumbering for twenty years. 
That is not true. The fact is,immediately after the death of George 
McFadden this application, in 1853, was made to the Commissioner 
of Pensions; and it was followed up. 

The evidence would develop the facts more fully than they will be 
found in this report. It shows that one thing after another was re- 
quired of this widow, and she endeavored to respond. Some of the 
papers were missing ; she was unable to follow the case up, being a 
widow and in great destitution and living in the distant West, and 
the case was not concluded until within the past year or so. But is 
it to be said that because of the lapse of time, because justice is 
delayed until 1881, therefore it is not to be given at all? 

I would suggest to the gentleman that he ought to get upon higher 
grounds than that of antagonizing the merits of this widow’s applica- 
tion when the Committee on Invalid Pensions recommend that she 
shall have this pension. I have personally examined the papers in 
this case, and I know there has not been one hour since she filed her 
application (twenty-six years ago, to be sure) that she has not en- 
deavored as well as she could in her crippled condition, being a 
woman and not able to prosecute the case with that vigor with which 
asmart man or an active attorney would have done—not one hour 
during which she has ever abandoned her cause or permitted it to 
slumber, as the gentleman says; and I submit that such a statement 
as he has made is not in accordance with the facts of the case. 

Mr. WHITE. The gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. MANNiNG, ] I 
fancy, does not desire to do me injustice, and will not knowingly do 
his own case injustice. I said, and said truthfully, that this case 
slumbered for twenty-six years before final action was demanded 
upon it. The application seems to have been made October 31, 1853. 
There was no decision made upon the case until March 4, 1879, nearly 
twenty-seven years. 

Mr. MANNING. Let me ask my friend where he gets authority for 
asserting that there was no action demanded of the Commissioner of 
Pensions until the past year or so? I beg to inform the gentleman 
that the contrary is true. 

Mr. WHITE. Very well; the presumption isthat every man will pur- 
sue his rightsdiligently. Vigilantibus non dormientibus leges subveniunt. 

Mr. MANNING. Yes; but there has been no sleepiness on the part 
of this widow. There has been sleepiness on the part of the Commis- 
sioner; but this widow is entitled to the pension because she has been 
Vigilant. 

Mr. WHITE. Iam glad that the gentleman seems to understand 
the language which I employed. I repeat that there seems to have been 
unexcusable negligence in this case, having been left without insist- 
ing upon final action or without completing it for twenty-six years. 
I will read what the report says. I have not time, and we here have 
not time, to go through all the evidence in the case, and I will refer 
to the epitome of the evidence contained in the report: 


he would have con- 


; The widow's application was filed October 31, 1853, and was completed March 4, 
879. 

Mr. MANNING. By the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. WHITE. One moment. It does not say, “by the Commis- 
sioner;” it says “was completed March 4, 1579.” I assume that the 
final evidence was completed in 1379, but I will not be hypercritical 
about that. I do not care whether it was completed at that time by 
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the action of the Commissioner or of the applicant. It 
cusable and unexplained negligence. 

The case was rejected by the Pension Office on the opinion of t! 
of that office that the disease from which the soldier died was no 
wound he received in battle. 

First we have this evidence of negligence, and t 
positive testimony. 

Mr. MANNING. No; the positive testimony is from thy 
attending this soldier in his last illness, and is directly 
position which the gentleman takes. . 
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Mr. WHITE. One moment. If the gentleman will restrain ) 


impatience he will understand my position. I say that. j 
to this negligence, we have the positive statement of t} 
referee of the Pension Bureau that the death of this sold 


the result of the wound he received in battle. Is not th: 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. That is merely an opinion, 

Mr. WHITE. Very well; what does the judge give when 
a jury or discharges an application for a rule or makes a ¢ 
is but the recording of the opinion of the magistrate. So 
positive opinion of the medical referee that the death y 
result of the wound. 

I see nothing in the report in this case to overthrow th 
of the careful examination, and the final and proper deci 
the Pension Office seems to have made in this case; and w 
erence to the gentleman from Mississippi who is representi 
stituents 

Mr.MANNING. No, not my constituent at all; she lives 

Mr. WHITE. Very well. The heart of the gentlema 
moved, possibly, by the appeals made to him—and I do not 
for it; I compliment him for it—by the appeals made to 
half of this old lady by some of her friends. But I submit 
appeals should not be allowed to overcome the positive te 
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the case. There is no evidence here that would justify us in ove; 


throwing the decision of the Pension Bureau, and therefore | } 


made the motion which I have submitted. 
The CHAIRMAN. The first question is upon the ame 


| the bill proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Da 


Clerk will read the portion of the bill which it is propos 
stricken out. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Have 


ndment to 
VIs.] The 
ed shall be 


And that the said Commissioner is hereby directed to pay the said widow 


arrearages of pension from the date of the death of her said husban 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I desire to add to my motion t 
of the words stricken out there shall be inserted the wor 
to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws.” 
Mr. WHITE. How will the bill then read ? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the bill as pro 
amended. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


1 
hat i 


ls “subj 


yosed to] 


That the Commissioner of Pensions be, and he is hereby, authorized and dir: 


to place upon the pension-roll the name of Amanda J. McFadden, wid 
McFadden, deceased, who received a pension up to his death on acc 


Ow Of Lreorg 
ount of ser 


ice and wounds as a soldier of the United States in the Black Hawk war, sub 


to the limitations and provisions of the pension laws. 


The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs upon the 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WHITE, | that this 
aside to be reported to the House with an adverse recom 

The motion of Mr. WHITE was not agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I now move that the bill, as ar 
laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JOHN T. NEALE. 

The next buisiness on the Private Calendar was the bil 
3309) for the relief of John T. Neale. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


motion of 
bill be laid 
mendatior 


nended, be 


1 (H.R. No 


Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and heis hereby, aut! 
ized and directed to inscribe upon the permanent pension-rolls, subject to the pr 


visions and limitations ot the pension laws, the name of John T. Neal 
of the Provost-Marshal-General’s Department in 1861, for a pensio 
the rate prescribed by law for the loss of a leg below the knee-joint | 


e, an employ 
n, payable at 
yy an enlisted 








man in the Army in actual battle, said pension to commence from the 11th day ot 


September, 1861: Provided, That from the arrears dne hereunder there sha 


deducted the sum heretofore paid him, the aforesaid John T. Neale. 
tary of the Treasury, pursuant to the act for his relief approved Ma 
The report was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions. to whom were referred Hous 
and the petition accompanying it of John T. Neale, having had th 
consideration, respectfully report: 
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We find that the petitioner was late an employé of the Provost-Marshal’s Depar' 


ment, and has heretofore been before Congress in the character of a 


benetit of the pension law. The case has been examined by committees 0! 


petitioner fo 
Dot 


Houses of Congress, and your committee, after examining the papers an. wae eg 
and the reports heretoforé submitted, find that said Neale came to Washington! 


1361 as a member of a company of engineers, attached to the Seven 
York Volunteers, better known as the * Seventy-ninth Highlanders, ’’ ¢ 


ty-ninth Nev 
Yolonel Jan 


Cameron. There was no law permitting an infantry regiment to embody a coe 
pany of engineers, and all those composing said company were disappoitec 


their desire to join the Army. Neale, a veteran of the Mexican war, 
to fight, made a personal appeal to Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary 
sent Neale to General Andrew Porter for employment, if possible. 


ter, being in need of courageous and experienced scouts, enrolled Ne: 

The evidence sustains the following facts: that John T. Neale, a 
State of New York, at the outbreak of the late war for the suppress 
bellion, enrolled himself in a volunteer company raised for the service 
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of War, ¥ 
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al . 

citizen of tue 
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ena. that the company thus raised and in which he was enrolled not being 

~ a by the Government, he tendered his services to Brigadier-General Andrew 
pied et-marsbal of the District of ¢ olumbia, by whose authority he was 
; Poa y, bearing arms as a scout and detective, acting in conjunction with 
1 organized armed forces of the I nited States ; that while in the perform 
gue duties, and while under the immediate orde rs of General W. W. Aver- 
ret reneral of the Provost-Marshal’s Department, and on the oc 












ore n an unruly and unmanageable horse, the property of the 
ins by said Neale in the discharge of duties to which he had 
peo aforesaid, said Neale was thrown against a rock by said 
ee ieee! e.in the State of Virginia, then one of the States in rebellion 
; Ge we nt, and so injured and wounded thereby as to crush his leg 
a son of which wound and injury amputation of the fractured 


1, and the said Neale was rendered a cripple for life. The 
ib was performed by a surgeon in the United States Army, 
tes General Hospital in the city of Washington, on the 11th day 
1261, about the date of the woundandinjury. These facts are shown 
.atimony of General Andrew Porter, Provost-Marshal General ; General 
teerill, assistant adjutant general of that department of the military serv 
‘> we Gawley, assistant surgeon, United States Army, then in charge of 





” + ~ . 
so) On the 2eth day of February, 1876, General Averill addressed a let- 
"Ss. S. Cox, who introduced said bill, from which your committee quote 
<eale was a zealous, daring man, who was employed on special duty in the 
Marshal-General’s Department in 1661, and lost a leg while performing his 


something should be done for him 
) appears that Mr. Neale at one time sought relief under the pension laws 
om ation for pension in due form to the Commissioner of Px nsions. His ap 
» was rejected, because there is no provision in the general pension law for 
n toa person not a regularly-enlisted soldier except for wounds or injury 
ed in battle, and because he did not receive the injury which resulted in his 
ty in battle. 
W Neale subseq ue ntly sought relief by a bill for pension (II. R. No. 1833) first ses 
ty.first Congress, Which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions ; 
. e would conflict with paragraph 3, section 4693 of the Revised 
~.tmtes, relating to pensions, and limits the time tor the admission of claims of 
r, that committee did not recommend the passage of said bill. 
tee submit that while it is true that under the pension laws there 
orded in this case, and that relief can only be obtained by special act 
‘ t of such a just and meritorious character as to entitle Mr. 
the relief asked for in the bill Che tact that he was not a regularly en- 
soldier, and did not receive theinjury which resulted in his disability in bat 
sobt not to deprive him of the relief sought if he was in the discharge of the 
to which he had been assigned by competent authority in acting in consunc- 
h regularly organized armed forces of the United States, and that whilein 
rmance of said duties and under the orders aforesaid the wound or injury 
ed, which facts are abundantly sustained by the testimony. : 
y of the facts stated, and that the injury was incurred in the faithful per- 
of duty at the theater of war, within the boundaries of a rebellious State ; 
Neale has also rendered honorable service to his country as a soldier in 
texican war; that he is ‘aged and is permanently disabled by said injury so as 
je to pursue any active duty, and that a similar case may not arise, your 
believe that the relief asked for should be granted as amatter of justice 
an in declining years, rendered helpless for life by reason of injuries received 
n the faithful discharge of his duty to his country; and therefore report 
IL. R. No. 3309) and recommend the passage of the same. 


Mr. WHITE. 1 move to amend this bill by striking out all after 
word “ battle” down to the word “ provided.” This will strike 
the provision for the payment of arrearages of pension. I see 
the bill refers to an act heretofore passed for the relief of this 

Does any gentleman know what that act provided ? 

, MASON. I have prepared and send to the desk an amendment 
which I think will meet the gentleman’s views. It is in the form of 
isubstitute for the whole bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment sent up by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. MASON} will be read, after which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. WHITE, ] if he so desires, will be entitled to recog- 
nition upon his amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
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Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 
hat the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
ted to place on the pension-rolls, subject to provisions and limitations of the 


pension laws, as an enlisted private, the name of John T. Neale, late a scout under 
jneral Andrew Porter, provost-marshal of the District of Columbia, in the war 
the suppression of the rebellion.”’ 

Mr. WHITE. As the committee will observe, the pending bill 
makes reference to an act passed in 1879. I have that act before me 
and will read it: 

it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, author- 
wed and directed to pay unto John T. Neale, late an employé of Brigadier-General 
Andrew Porter, provost-marshal of the District of Columbia, (by whom said John 

Neale was assigned to duty as a special detective police officer, and sustained 

0 injury while engaged in said service which resulted in making hima re 
ife,) out of any moneys in the public Treasury not otherwise appropriated, a 

m equal in amount to that which he would have been entitled to had said John 

+. Neale been an enlisted man in the Army, for a permanent specific disability, to 

the loss of one leg below the knee-joint ; and that said amount be.computed 
accordance with the present allowance for such disability, to date from the 11th 
lay Of September, 1261. 

This man did get arrearages, it seems. 

{y ri) . : 7 . . 

Mr. MYERS. He is not now asking for arrears, but to be 
permanently on the pension-roll. 

_ alr, WHITE. I do not understand clearly the effect of the amend- 
uent of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Mason. ] 
ane ¢ HAIRMAN, It will be again read. 

La Clerk again read the amendment. 

dr. WHITE. That is all right. I withdraw my amendment. 

_ amendment of Mr. MASON was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the bill, as amended, be laid aside to be 
reported favorably to the House. 

a motion was agreed to. 

> ‘ . ° . 

4 BRIGHT. I move that the committee rise. 
th tr. HUNTON. ask the gentleman from Tennessee to withdraw 
“4at motion and yield to me for a moment. 
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Mr. BRIGHT. I have promised to yield first to the gentle 
Ohio, [Mr. CONVERSE. ] 


nan trom 


THOMAS WORTHINGTON 


Mr. CONVERSE. I ask the Committee of the Whole by unani 
mous consent to take up the case of poor old Tom Worthington, on 
page 62 of the Calendar. Its consideration will detain the committee 
but a moment. He is now between seventy and eighty years of age, 
and can enjoy his pension only a short time. He saved the fortune 
of Shiloh. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope the request of the gentleman from Ohio [M1 
CONVERSE ] will be agreed to. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 6201) granting a pension to Thomas Worthing 
ton. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior is instructed to place the 
name of Thomas Worthington, late colonel Forty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
on the pension-rolls, and that he be entitled to a pension at the rate of 830 per 
month 

The CHAIRMAN. Is the reading of the report demanded? 

Mr. WHITE. Yes, sir. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report, which is as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas 
Worthington, late colonel of the Forty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, having had 
the same under consideration, would a report 

That Colonel Worthington graduated with distinction at West Point J 1 
1827, and was appointed brevet second heutenant of artillery, and resigned Octo 
ber 15,1828. His resignation was accepted to take effect December 31, Isee. I 
March, 1846, he re-entered the military service, and aided in raising Company D 
Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for the Mexican war, and was elected its captain 
July 3, 1846. Hewas subsequently appointed adjutant of the regiment, It appears 
that he got leave of absence September 1, 1846, for two months, and was unable to 
return within the time by reason of sickness, but was granted an honorable dis 
charge to take effect from January 1, 1847. 

July 29, 1861, he was authorized by the Secretary of War to raise and organize a 
regiment of volunteers, and he became colonel of the regiment January 30, 1862 
His regiment was in the battle of Shiloh, 6th and 7th of April, 1862, and rendered 
valnable service in resisting the assault of the enemy on the extreme right of the 
Federal Army. He was arrested in August, 1262, and tried by court-martial and 
found guilty of intoxication and printing certain extracts from his diary, and was 
sentenced to be cashiered ; but subsequently, on the 8th of January, 1267, the Se« 
retary of War revoked the sentence of dismissal, and directed Colonel Worthing 
ton to be honorably discharged from the service on tender of resignation to date 
November 21, 1862, to which date he had been paid. This appears to have been 
done on the recommendation of General Grant. He was accordingly honorably 
discharged the service. He published a book of tactics in April, 1862, which was 
very useful to the western troops. His services at Shiloh were undoubtedly of 
great utility He is now old, helpless, and very poor Your committee believe, in 
view of all the facts and circumstances, that the rnment ought to grant him 
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a pension of $30 a month, and therefore they report a bill for that purpose and 
recommend its passage 

Before the reading of the report was concluded, 

Mr. BARBER moved that the further reading of the report be dis 


pensed with. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BARBER. I move that this bill be laid aside to be reported 
favorably to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ORDER 


OF BUSINESs. 


Mr. BREWER. I move that the committee ris¢ 

Mr. HUNTON. I hope the gentleman will yield to me a moment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent for the consider 
ation of a bill. 

Mr. TALBOTT. The gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. BriGut }] who 
made the original motion yields to me. 

Mr. BREWER. I cannot yield. There ar 
tlemen desiring the same thing. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I wish to bring up a bill which was before the 
House only a day or two ago, and was carried over on accountof one 
objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BREWER } 
moves that the committee rise. If gentlemen do not desire that the 
committee should rise, the remedy is to vote down the motion. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Before that motion is put, I wish to state that the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, { Mr. BRAGG, ] chairman of the Committee 
on War Claims, desires unanimous consent to take up the bill reported 
from his committee allowing claims under the act of 1264. It is im 
portant the bill should be passed promptly and go to the Senate, so 
that the Committee on Claims there may investigate these cases and 
put the bill on its passage. 

Mr. BREWER. I withdraw my motion. 


CLAIMS REPORTED BY 


Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, I ask, by unanimous consent, to take 
up for consideration at this time the bill (H. R. No. 6717) for the allow- 
ance of certain claims reported by the accounting oflicers of the 
United States Treasury Department. The amendments reported from 
the Committee on War Claims are clerical, in order to make the bill 
conform to the report of the accounting officers of the Treasury, save 
one. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will indicate the page of the 
Calendar where the bill is to be found. 

Mr. BRAGG. The bill is to be found on the last page of the Cal 
endar. The one amendment other than clerical is that allowing a 


e half a dozen other gen 


TREASURY ACCOUNTING OFFICERS. 
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There was no objection. 


i : 

Mr. BRAGG. I now move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
» the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The CH IMAN. The amendments wil ynsidered as agreed 
ii id 


nd the bill will be laid aside to be reported to t he House with the 


| be c 


recommendation that it do pass as amended. 
it was ordered accordingly. 
ir. BRAGG, the accompanying repo t 


re was ho obie ction, an 
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motion of 
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; ennerse [ Laughter. | 
; Mr. RRAGG. I think the gentleman mistakes me. I should have Subsequently, on motion of Mr. BraGG, the report was ordera 
; said. if I had spoken my views on the subject, that mules are very be printed in the RECORD. It is as follows re 
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‘HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CumpERr as 

** Chattanoona, ae TET 

XVI. A board of claims, consisting of four offi ers at 1d two citizens js) 

appointed. to meet at McMinnville, Tennessee, to tix thedamag . 
ciuz ens of i vicini ty by military occupation. 

‘Colonel H, C. Gilbert, Nine teenth Michigan Infantry ; Captain Joh W.w 

Twe nty-third coed Infantry ; Captain Charles M. Hubheet Nineteenth v4 

can Infantry Mr. Samuel L. bsoivtile: Mr. James M. Thompson: Lienter 





Sustained } 


was ordered to be printed in the R ECORD. It is as follows: Henry A. Forde, Nineteenth Michigan Infantry, recorder. r 
eae abot e 2 5 The ‘ioard will meet at the call of the president 

Phe Committee on ae Claims oO WHO Was referred the let of the honora ‘By command of Major-General Thomas. 

le S etary of the Lreasury, dated —— ’ 980, transmitting -a list of claims W.D IT 
reported by the accounting officers of the United States as allowed under th pro 4s WHIPPI 


sions of the act of July 4, 1864, respectfully report: 

That this committee prepares da bill fro n the list 
the same to the House, (H. R. No. 6717) and the san 
ted to this committee. 

That this committee has earefully compared the record of the 
cases allowed, and find many errors therein, and report the bill back with sundry 
uvendments. 

The amendments to the bill, in so far as they apply to the payment of claims, 
are simply to correct errors in spe ling, errors in name, and in some few instances 
errors in amount, and in the description of the person when the allowance is toa 
person in a representative capacity. 

In no case has there been any change from the amount actually allowed by the 
accounting officers, except in the case of Richard H. Parham, jr.—lines 1533 and 
1534 of the original bill. 

The accounting officers report an allowance of * $517," while the amendment of 
the committee makes the allowance of ‘$300 

The reasons for this additional allowance are these: by an examination of the 
record from the oflice of the Quartermaster-General it will be seen that the finding 
of that Department finds the value of the quartermaster’s stores belonging to the 
claimant and taken and used by the Government to be $800; and they find all the 
other conditions to exist which entitle him to payment of the whole amount, save 
one, and that one is a question of jurisdiction, and affects two items of his elz 1im, 
to wit, one mule worth $100, one horse worth $125 — $225. 

The question of jurisdiction was, in the opinion of your committee, correctly 

‘termined by the Quarte rmaster-General, and these two items were rejected from 


1, and reported 


i recommit- 

















istant Adj utant-Gene ral 
This order was issued in pursuance of the policy of the Govern: ent recogniz 
individuals who were public enemies by laws of war by reason of the / Jane 
as friendly to the Government for the purpose of encouraging a senti F 
alty to the Federal Government within the insurrection: ary territor 
Before any proceedings were had under the order, exc cept the receipt of « 
for adjudication, a supplementary order was issued as follows F 


{Special Field Order No. &1.—Extract 


‘HEADQL ARTERS DEPARTMENT C MBERLAN 
‘ Chattanooga Mareh Q1, 1864 
“XI. The following-named officers and citizens are relieved on further dut 
as members of the board of claims instituted by Par. XVI, S. F No. 39. (C. § 
from these ets Japtain J. W. Moore, Twenty- —s aac Infar 
L ieute nant H. A. Ford, Nineteenth Michigan Infantry; Mr. J. P. Thompson 
‘XIL. The following. ni: amed ofticers and citizens are detail wi as members of t 
board of claims instituted by Par. XVI, S. F. O. No. 39, (C. S.,) from these hea: 
quarters: Major E. A. Griffin, Nineteenth Mic higan Infé antry ; Lieutenant Le 
Cahill, Nineteenth Michigan Infantry ; Dr. John B. Armstrong 
‘By command of Major-General Thomas. 





Ss 


. D. WHIPPLE 
‘penta ant Adjutant-Gei 
The docket of cases heard by and before this board and the awards made therein 
obtained from the War Department and filed as a part of this case, shows 
there was filed with such board for hearing one hundred and ninety claims 











: th e amount otherwise found claimant’s due. The hearing before the board commenc ed March 28, 1864, and seems to have beer 
; The question of jurisdiction arises under the terms of the act conferring certain | concluded April 18, 1864; and there was awarded for quartermaster stores and 
’ jurisdiction upon the Quartermaster's Department to determine claims for property | Commissary a to the several persons included and named in this bill th 
. taken and used in certain defined territory. (See act of July 4, 1864.) sums which the bill provides shall be paid to them respectively. 
This claimant was a resident of Tennessee, and all the property for which he The committee do not regard the payment of these awards as a question sub 
nade claim, except these two items, was taken in Tennessee; the horse and mule, | mitted to their decision upon the original facts on which the aw: ards are based 
tt ough belonging to the claimant, as found by the Department, were, in fact, taken | They have been determined and allow ed by a military board, called under the ap 
be yond the Tennessee line and within the State of Mississippi, = that De spartment | pare nt sanction of the Government, and whose action seems to have been approved 1 
held rightly, as we think, that they could not, under the act of July 4, 1864, make | not only by the major-general commanding, but by the War Department, and they 
Bf allowance for these items. have not been paid. The committee use the term‘ seem to have been approved, 
Bf But the Quartermaster’s Department having found all the fac ts in favor of the | because the papers and recordsremaining in that Department show no disapproval 
7 claimant and against the Government, and the whole case being before us for re- | Which may be said to be a negative pregnant, almost. as strong as affirmative proof. 
i vision, where the jurisdictional question is not binding and conclusive, the commit- This board was composed of officers in actual service whose sympathies may not 
f ‘ tee deemed it but simple justice to correct the allowance, and give the claimantthe | be suspected of leaning overmuch to the claimants. It held its sessions in the 
"a } amount found his due. vicinage of the claimants, and its facilities for proof were better than any ¢ vil 
Bs ore : The committee recommend the passage of the bill as amended. tribun: ‘al that has been constituted to hear such claims; and your committee think 
rhe amount appropriated by this bill is $251,108.72. ee are ees oe — ; : wale 
ra _ y , t may be said, in addition, the Government afterward furnishec ribunals to 
4 PAYMENT OF CERTAIN AWARDS. hear this class of claims. These claimants, presumably relying on the awards 
e: Mr. BRAGG. I wish to ask unanimous consent to take from the | made by this board, have not prosecuted their claims elsewhere, and statutes of 
f Calendar a bill (H. R. No. 6248) directing the payment of certain | limitations have ran against them. But the committee do not, care to rest the a! 
b awards in favor of parties therein named. The total amount lowance on an estoppel in pais or anything analogous to it. They prefer to sta! 
— ens se F Ppeg mag of neggeny _< it Appro- | ypon the awards made as an adjudication of a court created by authority of th: 
hist: priated by this bill is $9,563.65. The awards were made by a mili- | Government to hear and adjudicate claims of individuals against it and to -_ 
Bet tary board organize (i by Major-General George H. Thomas for the — a not formally disapproved by the authority convening the 
Butt % { ‘ g VE > , . y ' _ | a8 fina . 
3 a purpose of oe th : oo = property uM rake n from Union citi ut the committee find that the bill is incorrect and does not conform accurat " 
nak <4 ens < “ <y nnessee and used by the Army. to the awards made, and therefore report a substitute for the entire bill and recom 
_ cf The CHAIRMAN. The C hair he ars no obje ction , an ad the bill i mend the passage of the substitute. 
. before the committee. Mr. BRAGG. I move the bill be laid aside to be reported to the 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move to dispense with the reading of the bill. House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
bh: Mr. HOSTETLER. LI ask that the bill be read,so we may know The motion was agreed to. 


what we are voting on. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay, out of 
any money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the following-named 
persons in the State of Tennessee, the sums found to be due them by a court of 
claims created by Major-General George H. Thomas, in the year 1864, composed of 
Colonel H. C. Gilbert, of the Nineteenth Michigan Regiment of United States Vol- 
unteers, as pre _ nt, and Captain Hubbard, Lieutenant Colville, Dr. John B. Arm- 
strong, and 8. L. Colville, members, to wit 

J. M. Bragg, e323. R. C. Belcher, $259.60 ; o G. Brown, $65 ; Will Cummings, 
$125; J. Collier, $120 ; Stephen Cope, $15.20; P. Cummings, $180.50 ; NancyC len- 
dennin, $63; John Evans, $25.60; W. R. Eddings, $10; James M. Evans, $260: 
George Flanegan, $533 ; W. Faulkner, $75; Robert Gamble, $98.60; Micajah Gille- 
tine, $52.50; Isaac Grizzel, $102; John H. Hopkins, $11¢- Tempe Hays, $198 ; Dick- 


WILLIAM R. WILMER. 


Mr. TALBOTT. I ask unanimous consent to take up for considera- 
tion at this time a bill (H. R. No. 301) for the relief of William R. 
Wilmer. 

There was no objection. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Secretary of the Tre asury 
in adjusting the accounts of William R. Wilmer, late collector of in 
ternal revenue for the fifth district of Maryland, to credit him with 
the sum of $1,813.54, that being the amount in value of interes 
revenue stamps and ‘cash of which the safe in his office was c = 
by burglars on the night of the 27th of April, 1875, and which have 








? 
‘ 








1981. CONGRESSIONAL 


wn recovered : provided it shall appear to the satisfaction of 
pot bee retary that said Wilmer was robbed without any collusion or 
si Secretat , . 


alu a art 
eivity on his part. : TT on f . 
Se eenent of the committee was read, as follows: 


mmittee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
; the relief of William R. Wilmer late collector of internal revenue for the 
; strict of Maryland, have had the same under consideration, and submit the 
na report ‘ : 
‘liam J. Wilmer was appointed collector of internal revenue for the fifth 
oe Maryland on the Ist day of May, 1872, and continued in said office until 
: aa of January 1276, and during said term had his office at Saint Denis, in 
aa f Baltimore. E : 
, tof April 27, 1875, his oftice was entered by burgla 
Bod of United States beer-stamps of the value 
comt 3 $581.25; tobacco-stamps, $15 ; cash, $1,026.66; ] 
of the Government. 5. 
ey vately on the discovery of the robbery he telegraphed the Commissioner 
od Revenue to send some person to investigate the case, which was done 
ough investigation made by an agent, who reported the facts to the Com 
and at juitted the collector of all fault Wilmer offered a reward of 
; the recovery of the property and the conviction of the burglars, and at 
i the matter in the hands of experienced detectives. Suspected parties 
4] months afterward arrested in New York, in whose possession was 
. portion of the stamps, amounting in value to $5,250.12, which were 


nt lars, and his safe 
of $5,446.75 


1 all, $7,072.66 


ich 

the nigh 
and rob : 

the 





rai 
mittee find that the robbery was perpetrated through no fault, collusion 

7 of said Wilmer, and in consequence of no want of reasonable diligence 

n his part for the protection of the property; that he made every on 

ts recovery, in doing which he subjected himself to considerable pet 
cserifice and expense. He stands charged on the books of the Internal Tey 
Oiee with $1,813.54, which is the difference between the amount stolen and 
vered, and can obtain no settlement of his account without paying that 
\is private funds, unless the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 





with it 


« sommittee are of the opinion that, under the established policy of Congress 
rpish relief in cases of loss occurring in such manner, he is entitled to the 


he seeks, and therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


a > vt’ , > 4 
Mr. TALBOTT. I move the 
with the recommendation 


tion was agreed to. 


je MOL 


1 1? 


bill be laid aside to be reported to the 


S¢ that it do pass 
EMMA A. 

I move that the committee rise 
I wish to appeal to the gallantry of the House for 


PORCH. 

Mr. BREWER. 

Mr. PHILIPS. 
st two minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman from 
Michigan that there are two or three gentlemen on each side of the 

se who have been promised recognition if the motion to rise is 
tmade. Recognition will be equally bestowed on the two sides of 
te House. 

Mr. BREWER. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. PHILIPS. I ask to take up for action at this time a bill (H. R. 
\o, 4367) granting a pension to Emma A. Porch. 

[here was no objection. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of 
ihe Interior to place on the pension-roll the name of Emma A. Porch, 
{ Cole County, Missouri, subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the pension laws. 

The report of the committee was read, as follows: 


e Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No 
ace on the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Emma A. Porch, of Cole Coun- 
iri, beg leave to report : 
That the committee find that Mrs. Porch during the war was employed by the 
litary authorities of the Federal Army as dispatch-bearer and spy; that in this 
capacity she was most active, and rendered important and valuable service to the 
Army of the Department of Missouri. The Government recognized these serv- 
ices, and Congress, by special act approved June 14, 1878, paid her a moderate 
ompensation therefor, after many years of impatient waiting. The evidence sub- 
mitted to the committee from her neighbors, the county officials, and her attend- 
ing physicians, abundantly establishes the fact that when she entered into the 
lary service she was and had always been possessed of a robust constitution 
‘perfect health; that during her said military service she was much exposed 
inger, cold, and rain; that since the war her physical strength and health have 
been greatly impaired, and have continued to decline, until a few years ago she 
vas stricken with paralysis, which has partially destroyed the use of one side. 
due ls Row quite nigh helpless and unable to work, and is a subject of charity, be- 
; Without any property of consequence, and in constant need of medicine and 
edical treatment, 
You committee think her case appeals most strongly to the Government, which 
be served with such heroic spirit and fortitude in the day of its need, to help her 
ow in her infirmity resulting from military services. No good reason is apparent 
for her exclusion from the bounty of the Government because she was not an en- 
usted soldier, Her sex prevented the enlistment, but it enabled her to gain access 
‘heenemy, to pass safely by and through their lines, and thereby to render to 
He Government a service as valuable as the soldier who bore a musket. Your 
nmittee therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying bill. 


lt. PHILIPS moved the bill be laid aside to be 


se with the recommendation that it do pass. 
‘he motion was agreed to. 









reported to the 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
I give notice that I shall hereafter insist upon fol- 
i ug the Calendar in its regular order. 
oa DAV IS, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman—— 
Mr. W HITE. I move that the committee do now rise. 
" Mr. DAY IS, of Illinois. I hope that motion will not be pressed. I 
vould like to ask unanimous consent to make a statement not ex- 
ceeding one minute. 
ae ARNER. I insist on following the Calendar, and shall not 
of th 0 anybody for any motion that attempts to take up a bill out 
© regular order as they come upon the Calendar. 


Mr. WARNER. 


iOW1D 


RECORD—HOUSE 


Mr. WHITE. That being the case, 
the committee do now rise. [Cries of “ Regular order!” } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the present attitude of 
business before the committee as well as the several motions which 
are being made and in their order. The Chair recognized the 
tleman from Illinois in pursuance of a statement that 
alternate between the sides to ask 

Mr. WARNER. Is this the first bill on the Calendar { 

The CHAIRMAN. For consideration of a bill out of its order 

Mr. WARNER. Then I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pending that the gentleman from Ohio inte: 
poses an objection; and pending that objection the gentleman fron 
Pennsylvania moves that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. HASKELL. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HASKELL. When the Chairstated his proposition, and he did 
state it after or before one or two gentlemen were recognized, he stated 
that if he was allowed to do so he would recognize gentlemen ac 
cording to promise. Unanimous consent was then and there given 
1 hold now that the objection of the gentleman from Ohio 
comes too late; that the consent was given and the committee is bound 
by it. That being the case, the recognition of the Chair which has 
been given to the gentlemen from Illinois on this side of the House 
must hold. 

Mr. WARNER. I make my objection without reference to the side 
of the House to which recognition is to be given, whether the propo 
sition comes from this or the other side. 

Mr. HUNTON. I wish to make a parliamentary 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HUNTON. I wish to inquire whether this committee will rise 
now in face of the fact that the Chair has stated that a partial agree 
ment which received theunanimous indorsement of the committee— 

Mr. MORRISON. To which objection ought not now to be made. 

Mr. HUNTON. And the departure from that agreement will cut 
off a pension to a poor old colored man who lost two legs in the serv 
ice of: the country. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, in response to the parliamentary 
inquiry of the gentleman from Virginia, would state that he had 
indicated an intention to recognize one or two gentlemen on the 
other side, and would be very glad if he could be permitted to make 
perfect the recognition promised. But the Chair is bound to hold 
that the motion that the committee rise is always in order and must 
be recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I 
committee rise is withdrawn. 

Mr. WHITE. Itis withdrawn with the understanding that the 
gentleman from Ohio does not insist upon his objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the motion is withdrawn 
recognize the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. WHITE. What does the gentleman from Ohio say 

Mr. WARNER. I have said all I desire to say, and that is that I 
do not withdraw my objection. Ihave taken that position advisedly 
I am opposed to passing bills in this way, and I insist that we go by 
the Calendar in the regular order of the bills. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Then I move that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that, having made the 
agreement prior to the objection of the gentleman from Ohio, and 
having recognized the gentleman from Illinois to offer a bill for con- 
sideration, the Chair will permit the title of the bill to be read, after 
which objection will be asked for. The Clerk will report the title of 
the billto which the gentleman from Illinois refers, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


L485 


that 


1 insist upon the motion 


ren 
he would 





to do SO. 


inquiry. 


that the motion that the 


understand 


the Chair w 


A bill (S. Ne. 752) granting an increase of pension to Crafta J 


The CHAIRMAN, 
bill ? 

Mr. WARNER. 

Mr. WHITE. 
rise. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. I insist it is now too late to object 
This agreement which has been made by consent of the committee is 
now being carried out. 

The CHAIRMAN. However much the Chair's inclination may lead 
him to carry out his recognition, he is compelled to recognize the 
motion that the committee rise. [Cries of “ Regular order!” 

Mr. WARNER. In view of the fact—[cries of ‘ Regular order!’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is that the committee rise. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 35, noes 54 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I wishto make a parliamentary inquiry. I want 
to understand how far this agicement is to go. Does it extend to 
anybody else than one or two gentlemen on the other side to whom 
promises have been made ? 

The CHAIRMAN. There have been three recognitions since the 
regular order on the Calendar was abandoned, but one of these was 
for the purpose of transacting business in which the party moving for 
recognition had no personal interest, and therefore that, the Chai: 
supposes, should not be counted. There have been two recognitions— 
to the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBOTT] and the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. PHrips. } 


Is there objection to the consideration of the 


I object. 


Then I renew the motion that the committee 


now 
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Mr. ALDRICH, ol Illinois. Now ‘ let us have two or 

Mr. WARNER. I made my objection without any knowledge of 
any arrangement whatever between the Chair and the two sides of 
the House. I objected on principle to jnmping away from the order 
on the Calendar to requests for unanimous consent. But if there was 
an arrangement of that kind and my objection would interfere with 
it, I will yield just to allow two cases, that there may be fairness. 

Mr. HUNTON. Let therecognitions be continued tilll get through 
my bill for the colored man. 

CRAFTS J. WRIGHT. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I call up the bill (S. No. 752 
increase of pension to Crafts J. Wright. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author 
ized and directed to pay to Crafts J. Wright, late colonel Thirteenth Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers, a pension at the rate of $30 per month, in lieu of that which he 
ves, to take effect from and after the passage of this act 


this side. 


granting an 


now rece 


} 


The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SMitn] 
s now recognized. ; , 

Mr. HUNTON. I understood I was next on the list of recognitions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Not of the recognitions on the side to the left of 
the Chair. 

Mr. COX. [rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COX. Has the Chair asked the consent of the committee to 
take up these bills out of their order? I have been waiting all after- 
noon for an opportunity to call up a bill on behalf of a friend who is 
now in the gallery and looking down upon us. 

The CHAIRMAN. We will reach the gentleman’s friend in the 
gallery, if possible. [Laughter. } 

REBECCA REYNOLDS. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I call up the bill (H. R. No. 6423) 
granting an increase of pension to Rebecca Reynolds. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, 
to increase oo pee of Rebecca Reynolds, widow of the late Rear-Admiral Will- 
am Reynolds, from $30 to $50 a month, said increase to take effect from and after 
the passage of this act; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to 
pay to the said Rebecca Reynolds the sum of money necessary to carry into effect 
the provisions of this act, out of any moneys in the Treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

ORDER OF 
Now I insist there shail be no more granting of 
I yielded for the two recognitions 


BUSINESS. 
Mr. WARNER. 
requests for unanimous consent. 
on the other side to make it fair. 

Mr. WHITE. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. HUNTON. ILIask that the bill which I hold in my hand, the 
bill (H. R. No. 4761) granting a pension to George Foster, be read. I 
am sure no human being would object to it if he understood the case. 

Mr. WARNER. Is that the next bill on the Calendar ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed it is not. 

Mr. WARNER. Regular order! 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion « 
from Pennsylvania that the committee rise. 
rhe motion was agreed to. 
rhe committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. MCMILLIN reporte l that the Committee of the Whole 
had had under consideration the business on the Private Calendar, 
and had directed him to report sundry bills to the House with vari- 


us recommendations, 


if the gentleman 


BILLS 
lwo bills reported by the Committee of the Whole 


PASSED, 


The SPEAKER. 


on a former Friday have not been acted on by the House. The Clerk 
will read the title of the first of those bills. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (HL. Ii. No. 936) relinquishing the right of the United States to an island 
therein named 

The SPEAKER. This bill last Friday was laid over by agree- 


iment. 


Mr. THOMAS. laid over at my request. An examination 
of the facts in the case has convinced me there is really no substan- 
tial objection to its passage inasmuch as all rights are reserved by 
the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CLARDY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The title of the next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole 
on the 22th of January was read, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1583) for the relief of Mrs 
Kentucky. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. 


It was 


Fannie S. Conway, of Louisville, 


The amount named in this bill, $700, 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


— rr 





FEBRUARY 1) 
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the proper amount. It ought to be $270. 
bill is there by mistake. 
tuting $270 for $700. 

There being no objection, the amendment was agreed to 

_ The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly re 
and passed. 

Mr. WILLIS moved to reconsider the vote by which the} 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be lai = Wa 
table. ~~ ag 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER, The bills reported from the Committee 
Whole to-day will now be submitted. 

Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee o¢ + 
Whole with a favorable recommendation and without amendins,. 
were severally ordered to be engrossed and read a third tin eg i 
were accordingly read the third time, and passed : - 

A bill (H.R. No. 1467) granting a pension to Mary A. Casterwelles 

A bill (H. R. No. 1885) for the relief of John A.Innes: 

A bill (H. R. No, 802) granting a pension to Wyatt Botts; 

A bill (H.R. No. 2773) granting a pension to James P. Hanter: », 

A bill (H. R. No, 6201) granting a pension to Thomas Worthingto,, 

Bills of the following titles were reported from the Committes o; 
the Whole with amendments; the amendments were agreed to, ay, 
the bills, as amended, were ordered to be engrossed and read a } 
time; and they were accordingly read the third time, and passej: 

A bill (H. R. No, 4257) granting a pension to Jane Stout: 

A bill (H. R. No, 4028) granting a pension to Jesse T. Myers: 

A bill (H. R. No, 2550) granting a pension to Lewis Blundin : 

A bill (H. R. No. 2549) granting a pension to Edward N, Mite)e))- 

A bill (H. R. No. 1452) for the relief of James B. Furman: - 

A bill (HL. R. No. 1453) for the relief of James R. Gordon: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1455) granting a pension to Albert O. Miller : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1259) granting a pension to Phineas Gano: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2439) granting a pension to Henry Mills; 

A bill (H. R. No. 853) granting a pension to Caroline Stief: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2075) granting a pension to Amanda J. McFad. 
den; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 3309) for the relief of John J. Neale. 

Mr. COFFROTH moved to reconsider the various votes by which 
pension bills had been passed ; and also moved that the motion ti 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole was the 
bill (HI. R. No. 6717) for the allowance of certain claims reported by 
the accounting officers of the United States Treasury Department. 

The bill was reported with amendments. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the amendments 
be voted on in gross. 

There was no objection. 

The amendments were agreed to; and the Dill,as amended, was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being engrossed 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill wa 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on t! 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole wit 
favorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 6248) directing thr 
payment of certain awards in favor of certain parties therein: 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; an 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid: 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. , 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole ' 
favorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 301) for ther 
of William R. Wilmer. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and pas 
Mr. TALBOTT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bil! 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be lait 

table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. ae 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whol 
favorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No, 4867) granuns 
pension to Emma A. Porch. ; 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and — 
Mr. PHILIPS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bil! was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on ts 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 4 ae 

The next bill reported from the Committee of the Whole wit) * 
favorable recommendation was the bill (S. No. 752) granting an ™ 
crease of pension to Crafts J. Wright. ; 7 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accoruirs’ 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, moved to reconsider the vote 
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« passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
- the table. 
e latter motion was agreed to. 
ae next bill reported trom the Committee of the Whole with a 
-orable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 6423) granting an 
aan to pension to Rebecca Reynolds. 
e bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: and 
vine engrossed, if was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
\r, SMITH, of Pennsylvania, moved to reconsider the vote by 
sie] bill was passed ; and also moved that the motion to recon- 


+} 
Lit 


on the table. 


ee 
r be laid 


he latter motion was agreed to. 
BILLS LAID ON THE TABLE. 
rhe bill (II. R. No.59) for the relief of John Murphy was reported 


am the Committee of the Whole without recommendation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the bill be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill (H. R. No. 3123) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 

lace upon the pension-roll the name of Joseph Cartwright was re- 
sorted from the Committee of the Whole with a favorable recom- 
mendation. s 
“Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Ohio. Since we were in Committee of the 
Whole I have ascertained this case has passed the Pension Office. I 
move that the bill be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of the 
Whole with adverse recommendations, were severally laid upon the 
t ble: 

"k pill (HW. R. No. 4609) granting arrears of pension to Margaret R. 
Colonoy; and 
"A bill (H. R. No. 2764) granting a pension to William G. Thompson. 


BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY, 


Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on Agriculture, reported a bill 
H.R. No. 7159) for the establishment of a bureau of animal industry, 
to prevent the exportation of diseased cattle and the spread of infec- 
tious and contagious diseases among domestic animals; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be printed, and recommitted 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

JOHN H. TEMPLETON. 

Mr. STONE, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
by unanimous consent, reported a bill (H. R. No. 7160) for the relief 
f John H. Templeton, postmaster at Millerton, New York; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
rdered to be printed. 

WILLIAM A. NOBLE. 

Mr. STONE, from the same committee, also reported back, with a 
favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6665) for the relief of 
n the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
rinted,. 

Z. E. KOON. 

Mr. STONE, from the same committee, also reported back, with a 
ivorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6990) for the relief of Z. 
E. Koon; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
‘rivate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed, 

LOAN UNITED STATES FLAGS, TENTS, ETC. 

Mr. WILLIS, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
H. R. No. 393) authorizing the Secretary of War to loan certain 
tents, flags, &e., to the Masons at Louisville, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 


\tairs, and ordered to be printed. 


OF 


FUNDING DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA EIGHT PERCENTS., 

Mr. NEAL, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the Dis- 
‘ict of Columbia, reported back, with an amendment, the bill of the 
Senate No, 161, to provide for funding the 8 per cent. indebtedness 

i the District of Columbia; which, with the accompanying report, 
vas ordered to be printed, and recommitted to the Committee on the 
stric t of Columbia. 

lr. WARNER. I move that the House now adjourn. 
ihe motion was agreed to upon a division—ayes 61, noes not 
tuted; and accordingly (at four o’clock and thirty-five minutes p. 

the House adjourned. 





d/h 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Le following petitions and other papers were laid on 
*ss, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz : 
0} 7 — SPEAKER: The petition of certain citizens of Oberlin, 
»_» relative to the method of counting the votes of electors for 
-esident and Vice-President—to the Committee on the state of the 
. v8 Tespecting ascertainment and declaration of Result of Election 
resident and Vice-President. 

by Mr. BREWER: The petition of B. P. Conn, M. L. Bagg, and 44 


the Clerk’s 


|) vets, citizens of Clinton County, Michigan, for 6 tax—to 
1 € Ommittee on Ways and Means 
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By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of Frederick Bock, R. B. Tay- 
lor, and others, of West Side, lowa, against the passage of Senate bill 
No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COBB: The petition of Bryant Cobb, administrator of the 
estate of W. R. W. Cobb, deceased, that the amount due said estate 
for property taken and furnished the United States Army during the 
late war be paid—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CROWLEY: The petition of the barof Niagara, Monroe, 
and Erie Counties, New York, that the salaries of the United States 
judges in the State of New York be increased—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, against a reimposition of tolls on the 
Louisville Canal—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of citizens of Ohio, for the passage 
of an interstate-commerce bill—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, that the Bureau of Agricult- 
ure be made a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for the amendment of the 
patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. GILLETTE: The petition of J. C. Peacock and 43 others, 
ex-soldiers of the late war, citizens of Iowa, against the passage of 
the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. N. J. HAMMOND: The petition of Morgan Rawls, for reim 
bursement of expenses in a contest for a seat in the House of Repre 
sentatives of the Forty-third Congress—to the Committee on Elec- 
tions. 

By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of 60 soldiers of Pike County, and 
of 60 soldiers of Gibson County, Indiana, against the passage of the 
sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HOUK: The petition of soldiers of East Tennessee, of simi- 
lar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MCGOWAN: The petition of J. W. Breakey and 30 others, 
citizens of Homer, Michigan, for the enactment of an income-tax 
law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of A. B. Sabin and 26 others, citizens of Homer, 
Michigan, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a department—to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Breakey and 40 others, citizens of Homer, 
Michigan, for legislation to protect innocent purchasers of patented 
articles—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of A. Cunningham and 27 others, citizens of 
Homer, Michigan, for legislation regulating interstate commerce—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. PHISTER: The petition of Duncan Harding and 59 others, 
citizens of Robertson County, Keutucky, for interstate-commerce 
legislation to prevent discrimination as to freights, and to secure 
equality in rates in proportion to services rendered—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of D. K. Morton and others, of 
Clay County, Missouri, for the passage of a law to protect innocent 
purchasers of patented articles—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of S. H. Soper and others, of Clay County, Mis- 
souri, for the passage of an interstate-commerce bill—to the Com 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of A. IF. Means and others, of Clay County, Mis- 
souri, for the passage of an income-tax law—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of J. L. Hodges and others, citizens of Clay 
County, Missouri, that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a depart- 
ment—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of citizens of San José, Illinois, 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on In 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. P. B. THOMPSON: Papers relating to the claim of Smith 
and Pulaski Counties, Kentucky—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. URNER: The petition of J. M. Norris and others, of Alle- 
gany County, Maryland, for bounty for drafted men—to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Le Compte Post No. 14, Grand Army of the 
Republic, of Preston, Maryland, for the passage of Commissioner of 
Pension’s bill for sixty surgeons—to Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Charles P. Seuffin and others, of Washington 
County, Maryland, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons pension 
bill—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of Samuel Bloomer and others, 
for the passage of the amendment proposed to Senate bill No. 496— 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of E. WH. Atwood and 50 others, citizens of Stearns 
County, Minnesota, for legislation to protect innocent purchasers 
against the impositions of fraudulent venders of patents and patent 
rights—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of E. H. Atwood and 46 others, citizens of Stearns 
County, Minnesota, for the passage of an income-tax law—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WEAVER: The petition of Paul Bishop and 50 others; of 
Alvion Gates and 18 others, citizens of Maine; of D. W. Dyer and 
180 others, citizens of Maine; of H. C. Diehl and 50 others, of Great 
Bend, Kansas; of Lyman Birch and 69 others, citizens of Fond du Lac, 


| Wisconsin; and of J. N. Chidester and 250 others, of West Virginia, 
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against refunding the public debt, and for-the payment of the same— 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of L. F. 
Doud and 15 others, citizens of Wisconsin, 
same committee. : 

Also, the petition of Rev. J. G. Hull and 15 others, citizens of Wis- 
consin, that Congress pay off the public debt in legal tenders at the 
rate of $50,000,000 per month—to the same committee 


Stowe and 302 others, and of Joseph C. 
of similar import—to the 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, Iebruary 12, 1881. 
The Senate met at twelveo’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
The Journal of ye sterday 3 procet dings was read and approy ed. 
CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the credentials of Thomas C. Platt, 
chosen by the Legislature of New York a Senator from that State for 
the term beginning March 4, 1281; which were read, and ordered to 
be filed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of THoMaAs F. 
BAYARD, chosen by the Legislature of Delaware a Senator from that 
State for the term beginning March 4, 1881; which were read, and 
ordered to be tiled. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting copies of letters from 
the Commissioner of Pensions relative to the condition of the work- 
ing force of his ofiice and his appropriation for “contingent expenses ;”’ 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting a communication from the Chief of Engineers relative 
to the wants of navigation and commerce at the head of Lake Supe- 
rior; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the memorial of Henry 8. Distin and 
others, of East Jewett, New York, soldiers of the late war, remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill (8. No.496) providing for the 
examination and adjudication of pension claims, and the amendments 
thereto; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the leading mercantile and other 
firms of the city of New York and marine insurance companies, 
through their officers, praying for an appropriation of money for 
widening and deepening the channel in Gowanus Bay, in the harbor 
of New York; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of Walton, Whann & Co. and 
other manufacturing firms of Wilmington, Delaware, praying for 
an appropriation for the improvement of the Christiana River, Dela- 
ware; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Peter Robinson and 23 others, 
citizens of Delaware, and the petition of Ebe Townsend and 23 others, 
citizens of Delaware, praying for an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Indian River in that State; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the memorial of James R. 
Luce and others, of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, soldiers of the late 
war, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) pro- 
viding for the examination and adjudication of pension claims, and 
the amendments thereto; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I present, perhaps in the nature of a memorial, 
a resolution adopted by the fourth general conference of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, held in this city on the 10th of this month, 
and I ask that it be read in consideration of the high character of the 
gentlemen who compose the conference. The resolution is signed 
also by the librarians of the foremost libraries in the United States, 
and Task that the signatures may be published in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

The resolution was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Library, as follows: 

At the meeting on February 10, 1881, of the fourth general conference of the 
American Library Association, held in Washington, the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the American Library Association of librarians, assembled in an- 
nual conference at Washington, share the conviction of the United States of Amer- 
ica, that the Library of Congress is emphatically the one National Library, the 
only one in the country destined to be encyclopedic and universal in its compre- 
hensiveness, like the government libraries of the Old World; and it therefore re- 
aflirms the spirit of the resolution adopted at its last meeting, that it is desirable 
that provisions should speedily be oa for the Library by a new building, to be 
commensurate with its present necessities and future magnitude.’ ; 

JUSTIN WINSOR, 

President American Library Association 
MELVIL DEWEY, 

Secretary. 

This librarians’ convention was attended by the following-named librarians: 
President, Justin Winsor, librarian of Harvard University; A. R. Spofford, Libra- 
rian of Congress ; William F. Poole, Chicago Public Library ; Henry A. Holmes, 
New York State Library; Lloyd P. Smith, Library Company of Philadelphia; 
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anesthetist, 


Daniel C. Gilman, president Johns Hopkins University; §. S, Green w 

Free Public Library ; J. N. Larned, Butfalo Young Men's Library; C ’ . 
Boston Athenwum; F. Jackson, Newton, Massachusetts: J. Ss "Billi ve 4. Cut 
General's Oflice ; Mellen Chamberlain, Boston Public Library Tohs "Ee sarge 
States Commissioner of Education; John Edmunds, Philadelphia oe Unit 
Library; Weston Flint, United States Paetnt Office; C. \. ee meTeant 
Library; S. B. Noyes, Brooklyn Library ; Lucy Stevens, Toledo Pabli 

Cc. W. Merrill, Publie Library, Cincinnati: W. T. Peoples, Mer antile 3 





New York; H. W. Haynes, trustee Boston Public Library; G.W. Han 
University Library ; A. P. Massey, Case Library, Cleveland, Ohio Fr : s 
College of New Jersey Library ; A. W. Tyler, Indianapolis Publix Libr a : 


Carr, Grand Rapids, Michigan; T. Leypoldt, Library Journal: 4 PW 


Free Library, Burlington, Vermont; W. M. Griswold. Bangor, Mai; r 
Young Men's Christian Association, New York; Il. F. Bassett Bronatn: 2 
bury, Connecticut; O. H. Robinson, Rochester University, New Fine 
Shovey, late president Public Library, Chicago; K. A. Lindefelt, Mil, 

lic Library ; W. E. Foster, Public Library, Providence, Rhode Island. E> 
Academy Natural Sciences, Philadelphia; S. B. Maxwell, Iowa s; te | ae 
J. M. W. Lee, Mercantile Library, Baltimore; P. R. Uhler, Peabody 1). 
Library, Baltimore; W. H. Browne, Johns Hopkins University Library Balti a 


Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of Peter Schultz and othe, 
citizens of Indiana, praying for the enactment of an income-tax },. 
in order that the burden of taxation may be equally and justly ‘ 
posed on the wealth of the country ; which was referred to the (oy 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of T. 5. Barkley and others, citiran. 
of Indiana, praying for the passage of the bill now before Conoras 
making the Commissioner of Agriculture a member of the President's 
Cabinet; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture 

He also presented the petition of Alfred Miller and others, citizey. 
of Indiana, praying for such legislation upon the subject of interstay, 
commerce as will secure equality of privileges for all our citizens, 
the matter of transportation ; which was referred to the Committe, 
on Transportation Routes to the Seaboard. 

He also presented the petition of George M. Fowler and others, ¢j 
zens of Indiana, praying for the enactment of a law that will protec: 
innocent purchasers against the imposition of fraudulent venders of 
patents and patent rights; which was referred to the Committe: 
Patents. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the memorial of James W. Moore ay 
others, citizens of Maquoketa, Iowa, surviving soldiers of the war fi 
the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No, 49 
providing for the examination and adjudication of pension claims 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1833, 


Mr. KERNAN. Iam authorized by the Committee on Finance, ; 
whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 156) in relation to 
the international exhibition of 1883, to report it without amendment 
I think it will take but a moment to pass the joint resolution; and 
I venture to ask unanimous consent that it be acted upon now. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Who! 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 








COUNT OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam directed by the Select Committee to take into 
consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertaining and 
declaration of the Result of the Elections of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, to say that in view of the very few legis- 
lative days of the session remaining they are of the opinion that it 
will not be of any value to consider the measures that are now pend- 
ing before that committee any further during the present session 
unless the Senate should be pleased otherwise to direct. The com- 
mittee feel very anxious, indeed, to bring forward some propositions 
for the consideration of the Senate in reference to this very impor- 
tant subject, but feel that their effort would be entirely in vain if 
they should attempt to do so at this late day of the session. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I ask leave to introduce a bill, and in connec- 
tion with it I wish to have read a joint resolution of the Legislatur 
of West Virginia. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
Office of Clerk of the Housé of Delega 
Joint resolution No. 6, instructing our Senators and requesting our Represent 
tives in Congress to introduce a bill ceding to the State of West Virginia tue 
vacant lands and water-power at Harper's Ferry, in the county of Jefferson 

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia, That our Senators be instructed 
our Representatives be requested to introduce a bill into their respective I 
asking the United States to cede to the State of West Virginia the vacant /anus, 
water-power, or any other property belonging to the United States in the town 
Harper's Ferry or county of Jefferson, the proceeds from the sale of whicl 
be applied to ‘educational purposes as directed by the Legislature of this 
that the governor shall cause a copy of the foregoing resolution, immediately up 
its passage, to be transmitted to each Senator and Representative in Congress © 
this State. 
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Clerk of the House of Delegut 


Mr. HEREFORD asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 


to introduce a bill (S. No. 2177) to cede certain property in the county 
ad twice by 


of Jefferson to the State of West Virginia ; which was re 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 
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Mr. WALLACE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
.» jptroduce a joint resolution (S. No. 158) to admit free of duty a 
»onument to General W ashington ; Which wasread twice by its title, 
ner referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Or. THURMAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
+ introduce 2 bill (S. No. 2175) to authorize the construction of a 
~e.proof building at Columbus, Ohio; which was read twice by its 
> and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

motion of Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, it was 

oyed. That the claimant in the matter of the claim of Reuben S. Jones, of 

nhis, Tennessee, have leave to withdraw his papers from the files of the Senate. 
HOUR OF DAILY MEETING. 

fy, DAVIS, of Illinois. If there is no further morning business 

Mr, INGALLS. I ask action on the order I introduced on a pre- 

ons day relative to the hour of meeting of the Senate on and after 
Monday next. ee 
” The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order will be reported. 
rhe Chief Clerk read the following order, submitted by Mr. INGALLS 
n the 10th instant : 

tered, That on and after Monday next the daily hour of meeting shall be 
en o'clock a, m. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
his order ? 

The order was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 32, noes 9. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. In connection with that order I de- 
sire to make an inquiry. When we meet at eleven o’clock will the 
morning hour cease at twelve o'clock, or will it continue to one? It 
sa question as to what was the intention of the mover. 
~ The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair supposes the proportionate 
time would be allotted to the morning hour. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That I think would be the proper 
derstanding of the order. 

Mr. INGALLS, I did not understand the question of the Senator 
from West Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The order of the Senate is now that 
the morning hour begins at twelve o’clock and runs for the purpose 

f considering the Calendar until half past one. Now that the Sen- 
ite is to meet at eleven, will an hour and a half still be retained as 
the morning hour, or will it extend to half past one? 

Mr. INGALLS. The whole subject will be under the control of the 
Senate. My own judgment would be that the public interest would 
e promoted by the consideration of the cases on the Calendar until 
half past one; but the whole subject will of course rest with the 
senate. 

lhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is informed by the Secretary 
that that was the course last year. He was not present when it was 
adopted, 

Mr, DAVIS, of West Virginia. I did not hear the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour ran under the Anthony 
rule until half past one. Shall that be the understanding of the Sen- 
ate under the order just agreed to? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not wish to agree to any such understand- 
ing a8 to the time when the morning hour ends with the vast amount 
of unfinished business there is of great public importance, appropria- 
tion bills, funding bill, and other bills. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The whole matter is in the power of a 
majority of the Senate. 

DEBATE ON 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
ing hour? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I call for the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is demanded. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to call up the resolution I submitted afew 
days ago limiting debate. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] 
then made objection to it; I do not know on what ground. I think 
the resolution ought to be adopted. 

he Senate proceeded to consider the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. MORGAN on the 10th instant : 

Resolved, That ona motion to take ” a bill or resolution for consideration at the 


Present or ata future time debate shall be limited to fifteen minutes, and no Sen- 
atorshall speak to such motion oftener than once or fora longer time than five 


Mr. CONKLING. Is that a report ? 

Mr. MORGAN. It is not a report. 

Mr. CONKLING. The resolution does not come from the Commit- 
tee on Rules? 

the VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands not. 

Mr. MORGAN. I offered the resolution in the Senate a few days 
‘ince, and it was objected to, and went over under objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. I was not aware that the resolution had been 
submitted. I should like to inquire, does it so change the rule that 
os — totake up, debate on any subject pertinent to the merits 
Sin order 7 
Mr. MORGAN, Not at all. It does notaffect the rule, as I under- 
stand. The resolution provides that on a motion to take up a bill 
*r resolution for present or fixing a time for future consideration 
t : debate shall be limited to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator remember any instance in 
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The question is, Will the Senate agree to 


MOTIONS TAKE UP. 
Is there further business for the morn- 


which without violating the rule a Senator has been able to talk fif- 
teen minutes on a motion to take up? 

Mr. MORGAN. Ithink during the last week I have heard a de- 
bate extending over an hour upon a question whether the Senate 
would take up one bill or another. 

Mr. CONKLING. I submit to the Senator (I have not noticed what 
he speaks of) that if the rule as it stands is enforced, namely, that no 
debate shall occur and no reference be made to the merits of a meas- 
ure on a motion to take up, it would be impossible that fifteen minutes 
should be consumed upon such a motion as that. 

Mr. MORGAN. Notwithstanding that rule, debate has not only 
run over fifteen minutes frequently: if has run over half an hour, 
and over an hour. My purpose is that debate shall be limited by the 
Chair to fifteen minutes on motions to take up bills for present con- 
sideration or to be considered at a future time, fixing a special order. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator is quite clear that this resolution, 
being of later date, will not supersede the rule which prohibits de- 
bate upon the merits ? 

Mr. MORGAN. By no means; 
rule. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should like to ask the Senator from Alabama if 
this is intended to be a standing rule of the Senate, to act for all sub- 
sequent sessions until repealed? 

Mr. MORGAN. It is not so framed. There is no phraseology mak- 
ing ita standing rule of the Senate. It will only apply during this 
session, unless the Senate should hereafter renew it. 

Mr. INGALLS. Unless there is some limitation placed in the body 
of the resolution, until it be repealed at some subsequent session of 
the Senate, it would continue to be operative. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think it would require an express order that it 
should be put among the standing rules to give it the effect the Sena- 
tor from Kansas supposes. The resolution, if adopted now, would be 
a provision that might be repealed to-morrow ; it could be set aside 
at any time. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should be unwilling to agree to any resolution 
that would have the effect of making that a standing order of the 
Senate, although I think that during the remainder of this session it 
might be advisable perhaps to apply it in the manner designated by 
the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam entirely willing to put in words limiting the 
resolution to this session. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think the words should be inserted. 

Mr. MORGAN. ‘“ For the remainder of the session.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be thus modified, 
and the question is on agreeing to it as modified. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Let it be reported. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution as modified will be re- 
ported. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution as modified, as follows : 

Resolved, That for the remainder of the session, on a motion to take up a bill or 
resolution for consideration at the present or at a future time debate shall be 
limited to fifteen minutes, and no Senator shall speak to such motion oftener than 
once or for a longer time than five minutes. 

Mr. CONKLING. The word “ present” should be inserted before 
“session,” so as to read ‘‘ for the remainder of the present session.” 

Mr. MORGAN. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
Senators. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the resolution ? 

The resolution was agreed to; ayes 23, noes not counted. 

SUITS AGAINST GOVERNMENT OFFICERS, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I hope the Chair will recognize me as soon 
as morning business is over. 

Mr. GARLAND. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Arkansas rise to 
morning business ? 

Mr. GARLAND. No, sir. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order has been demanded by 
the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. COCKRELL,] which is the considera- 
tion of the Calendar of General Orders under the standing order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I withdraw the demand for the regular order so 
far as the measure which the Senator from Illinois wishes to have 
considered is concerned. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move to take up the bill (S. No. 2075) to 
amend section 929, Revised Statutes, so as to extend its provision to 
all officers of the United States in the performance of oflicial acts in 
which the United States isa party or hasaninterest. The Judiciary 
Committee reported the bill unanimously, and the Treasury Depart- 
ment is very anxious to haveit passed. I can explain it in a minute. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Commitee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the Judiciary with an 
amendment, to strike out all after the enacting clause and to insert: 

That section 929 of the Revised Statutes of the United States be amended s0 as 
to read as follows : 

“Sec. 989. When a recovery is had in any suit or proceeding against a collector 
or other officer or employé of the United States for any act done by him in the 
performance of official duty in which the United States is a party or has an inter 
est, or fer the recovery of any money exacted by or paid to him, and by him paid 
into the Treasury, in the performance of his ofticial duty, and the court certifies 


it is entirely in harmony with that 


That modification will be made. 
The resolution practically limits debate to three 
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that there was probable canse for the act done the collector or other officer or 
em pit or that he acted under the direction of the Secretary of tl Preasury, or 
other proper otticer of the Government, the court may stay proceedings u! ler such 
7 rae 
judgment against such otlicer or er ployé for: not exceedi i ont 18; 
and the amount so recovered shall, upon fir ment, be pt nd paid 
out of the proper appropriation tf t lreasur 
' rir " , ' 11? had +} 
Mr. CONKLING. I as the Senator from 1iiilmno » Sta the 
change the bill makes i e existing law. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Section 9-9 of the Revised Statutes pro- | 
vides that collectors and other officers of the revenue, wh - | 
ted States is a party in interest, shall be protected in the 
of their official duty if the surt certifies that there was probable | 
cause for the act done by the collector or other officer ; and that no 
hall issue against such collector or other officer, but upon 
the amount shall be paid out of the Treasury 
s two amendments made to that section by the bill. One 
is to extend it to other officers and employés of the United States as 
well as revenue officers. A great many instances were called to the 
attention of the Judiciary Committee where oflicers of the mint at 
San F isco, the postmaster at New York, and various other officers 


of the Government were sued. There isno reason why the law should 


he confined to revenue officers, but it should be extended to all offi- 
cers who are acting under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ort other head of Department, when the court will certify that 
there is probable cause for the conduct of the officer. The statute at 


present says that no execution shall issue in such a case where a re- 
covery is had, but after the final judgment the amount shall be paid 
out of the Treasury. The Judiciary Committee doubt very much 
sis anthority in a civil suit to say that the execution 
shall not issue, but they have provided that it shall be suspended long 
enough for the Government to provide for the payment. That is a 
statement of the change made in the existing law bv the bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. There is no other change? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. There is no other change. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. Do I understand the Senator to say that the 
amendment extends to the officers and employés of the Government ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. To oflicers and employés of the Govern- 
ment who act under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
or other head of Department. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing tothe amend- 
ment reported from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Che amendment was agreed to. 

rhe bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

rhe bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

rhe title was amended so as to read: “A bill to amend section 929, 
Revised Statutes, relating to suits against officers of the United 


Viethe ther 


States. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Mr. President—— 

ir. COCKRELL. The regular order is called for. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is demanded. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Will the Senator from Missouri allow me to state 
the request which I desire to make to the Senate? I wish the Senate 
to take up and consider Senate bill No. 404, to amend section 14, chap- 


ter 1, title 2 of the Revised Statutes. The bill was taken up on a 


former occasion, and I think it will occupy but a few moments more. 
If any action whatever is to be had on the subject, it is necessary that 
it should be done at once. If the Senate will agree to allow the bill 
to be read—it is very brief, only a few lines—Senators will see at once 
the propriety of immediate action upon it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is the call for the regular order with- 
alr ni 


i 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the regular order. We are now at 
order of business No. 573; we can soon reach the bill referred to by 
the Senator from New Hampshire. ; 

Mr. ROLLINS Does the Senator from Missouri object to the read- 
ing of the bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. IL call for the regular order, and that bill, when 
reached in recular order, will be read. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I gave notice day before yesterday that at the 
close of the morning business to-day I should ‘ask the indulgence of 
the Senate to make some remarks upon the report of the two com- 
mittees that visited Rhode Island to inquire into alleged violation of 
the law in that State. If it be the pleasure of the Senate, I will now 
proceed 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of the 
Senator from Rhode Island? The Chair hears none. 





ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I enter a formal motion that the report of the 
Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment, to which was referred 
the resolutions of the Senate of May 29 and of June 18, 1879, be re- 
committed to that committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That motion is pending, and the Senator 
from Rhode Island has the floor. 

DEFENSE OF RHODE ISLAND. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, there are persons within and with- 
out, mainly without the State, who are calling upon Congress to in- 
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terpose its authority in guaranteeing a republican form 
ment in Rhode Island, on account of our constitu : 
upon the suffrage. Those who clamor on this matter from w ith see 
State are clearly meddling with what is not their proper. ae 


Of gover 


1onal limir 


those within have mainly come from other States and Sountek - 
tracted by the advantages of a residence in Rhode Island and ! 
to a class which has been happily described as composed of <A sie 
came among us uninvited, and ‘on whose departure there jc» 
straint. - 

Those persons are just about ninety-one years too late in their, 
mand. It should have been made when the State entered the Un 
and then would have been referred to the representatives of 
other States, most of which placed equal or greater restriction . 
the suffrage, and some of which do still; for the constit) ti. 
Rhode Island is more liberal now, in respect to suffrage, than i: ; 
at that time, and was then a more liberal government. general], 
prevailed in most of the States which preceded her in ratifyiy th 
fundamental law. ii 

DEFINITIONS OF REPUBLIC. 

A republic is not necessarily a democracy. It may be ag { 
moved from that as from adespotism. It is not essential to a re 
lican form of government that the suffrage should be universa rs 


it were, none of the States had in the beginning, and none of +) 
have now, a republican form of government. 

Noah Webster defines a republic : 

A State in which the sovereign power is exercised by representatives elects: 
the people. 


Worcester defines it: 
That form of government in which the supreme power is vested in t} 


or in representatives, elected by the people; a commonwealth. A republic tl 
either a democracy or an aristocracy. Inthe former the supreme power is vests 
in the whole body of the people, or in representatives elected by the people: in the 
latter, it is vested in a nobility, ora privileged class, of comparatively 4 sp 
number of persons. F 


Ogilvie defines a republic as— 


A commonwealth; a political community in which several persons sharet 
sovereign power, or that form of government in which the supreme power is vest: 
in the people, or in representatives chosen by them. <A republic may be eitl 
aristocracy or a democracy ; the supreme power in the former being consigned 
the nobles, or a few privileged individuals, as was formerly the case in Venice 
Genoa; while in the latter the supreme power is placed in the hands of ru 
chosen by and from the whole body of the people, or by their representatives 
sembled in a congress or national assembly. 


Montesquieu, in his L’ Esprit des Lois, gives this definition: 


A republican government is that in which the body, or only a partof the p 
is possessed of the supreme power 





Macaulay says: 
The Roman Emperors were republican magistrates, named by the senate 
Lord Brougham, in his Political Philosophy, says: 


The name of a republic has also been applied to a monarchy, as in the « 
of Poland; nor, indeed, could the principalities into which the Itali 
declined, and the mixed government of the united provinces, thoug 
publics, be considered in any other light than as a species of monar 








George Cornewall Lewis, in his ‘“ Remarks on the use and abuse of 
some political terms,” says: 

Commonwealth, or republic, is a general name for all governments in w t 
sovereign power resides in several persons, whether they be few or 
we speak of the commonwealths or republics of Rome in early times, Venic 
which were aristocracies; of Athens, of Rome in later times, & 
democracies. 

Johnson, who was the accepted authority at the time wher 
Constitution was framed and ratified, defines a republic: 





Commonwealth: State in which the power is lodged in more than o 
Madison, in the Federalist, defines a republic as— 
A government in which the scheme of representation takes pla 


This was the meaning of the word republican then, and 
} 


meaning now. Rome, in a part of her history, Venice, Genoa, | 
ence, Pisa, were anciently republics, and are recognized as su 
history. They had a republican form of government, with instit 
tions highly aristocratic, and as far removed from real democracy as 
the monarchies around them. If it be said that the signitican 


. *9 . . + 11 h 
the word “republican” has changed with new ideas, that have ) 
introduced in government, since the formation of the Constitul 


the reply is that the instrument is to be interpreted by the sig 
cance of the language at the time when it was employed. Other 
it is saying too much, for since that time the word has twice! 
employed as the designation of a party; and, by that interpretat 

the Constitution must be construed as guaranteeing a government 
the republican party, which, I think, would hardly be accepte 

those who adduce this argument. 

SUFFRAGE IN THE SEVERAL STATES AT THE TIME OF ENTERING THE UNI 





is 


Tho suffrage of Rhode Island, when she entered the Union, wa 
limited to the holders of real estate of the value of $154, or of t 
annual rental of $7, and to the eldest sons of such land-holders. 
additional qualification was required of the governor, general ollicets, 
and members of the General Assembly; neither was any man (\~ 
qualified from holding any oflice on account of his religious bell 
were the qualifications for suffrage and eligibility to office in ™ 
twelve States that preceded Rhode Island in entering the Union. 

New Hampshire required the payment of a poll-tax as a qualificatio 
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we and that the governor and membe rs ol the Legislature tl ir 1deas Of a republican LOrm OL gove ben i respect tos t 
. | profess the Protestant relig ion; thatthe ser rs should have | is shown by their own constitutions. The Federalist, (No. 42 
Bu , on oO ant aie epresenti res o Oo | Ten OV Mr. MAdISON,. Is Very @X plicit ans quite conclusive he ? 
 F qualification of £200 and the r f £100. by Mr. Mad pl l 
r per “ ° , , ‘ 
\ ; asetts required as ee on for susrage a freehold es- | and extent of the nstitutional guarantes It says 
sot £60 ¢ r the annual value of £3; that asenator should own real | It may possibly be asked what need there could be of su 1 
, ds e value of £600 at least, or personal est ite worth £¢ 00 at | whether it may not become a pretext for alterations in the Stat 
° »d have been an inhabitant of the Commonwealth for five years | 1th aoa en ee ‘ Sen alt tne . ~ ak cae ’ 
s s as . +7 $ answ if int posit oT the General Government si 1h Nott ne ed 
r his election ; that a representative should ow: real estate tO | the provision for s n event will bea! } titv only in th at 
* alne of £100, or personal property worth £200; and that the gov- | tution. But who can say expt be produced by the « 
aint L & . > . } \ 1 . ™ 7 Ss } +} tr 
ould own real estate to the value of £1,000 and have been an | particuiar States t on of ent i leaders, or by the int 
ae he } : luence ore ( s ) s ( stion it m e Answer 
nt of the State for seven years preceding his election; and ogra “2 pow ‘Totl ( ~ que eee l - - 
i ath 1 The enerali ) ¢ s ud se DY Virtue OT lis constituhonal 
ar required of any person elected governor, lieutenant-governor itv it will be yurse | YY pene oe the ais tv But the authority extends 
senator, or representative, he declavation of a belief in the | no farther than toa of a republican form of government, v hich s 
wn re ligion and a firm persu: sion of its trutl , 28 preliminary to | fore, a xist he f the form which is to be guaranteed As long 
( apie. the duties of his oftice. fore, as th ex an. form ir conti i by the States, the) gua 
g ups » 4] } i unteed by the onstitution. Whenever the States may choose to sti 
eeticut required a free -hold of the annual value of $7, or the | tute othe forms, they have a right to do so, and to claim the | ral 
mance of duty in the enrolled militia, or the payment ofa | guarant [he only restriction imposed on them is that they shall 
yr } not ¢ n for anti-republican cc tions, a restriction w 
St aa er . et suum vi ardly nsidered as rieva 
‘ew York required a freehold of £20 or of the annual rental of | ‘* Pr°s™ , ; jered as a grievan 
sv shi lings and all ministers of aaidiaeneh were declaredineligi- | ,...,.. s.4¢ s tietaieteliads 
y ase . S | Ls { { D i ma TIGHE are ecessariuy on 10 Sa 16 ln repuodiican 
efor holding any civ il or military oftic me a } ernments! May not the minor party possess such a superiority of pecuniary re 
New a y Tequired a clear estate of the value of £50, proclama- | sources, of military talents and experience, or of secret succors from foreign pow- 
: ney, and a year’s residence; it was also required that legis- | ems 43 will render it superior also in an appeal to the sword? May not a 
a councilors should be worth at least £1,000, proclamation money, ouparie ; ~ te a a. te a rom esi Ye 7 — ag : a 
. . . $ superior I i sitnat as to DG 1688 Capadie Of a prompt and collected exer 
:] or personal estate, and members of the Legislative Assembly | tion of its strength! Nothing can be more chimerical than to imagine that in : 
‘ trial of actual force victory may be calculated by the rules which prevail in a cen- 
ad . t he inhal anit whicl le ’ ha ver y lar , ‘ 
81 ia required, and still requires, that the elector should | 888 of the inhabitants o1 which determine the event of an election. May itn 
ei ap 1 fine, that the nor ITIZENS may become a major ) EKSONS 
<-payer ; - and also, by implication, authorized the disqualifica- = a ee ee ee eee o> Cone ey Nese A See oe See 
ea : *y the accession of alien residents, of a casual concourse of adventurers, or of 
on of infidels and atheists. It was necessary that a member of the | those whom the constitution of the State has not admitted tothe rights of suf 
ouse of represents itives should have reside d in thee ity or county | frage? I take no notice of an unhappy species of population ey munding in seme 
: 7 16 S vho. during he rT ror © al y 
: h he was chosen for two years preceding his election. te or pone nf er he ag Pe oe calm of regalar government, are sunk below 
. » . i visl; evel of me but who, in the tempestuous scenes of civil violence, may emer 
Delaware required the members of the upper branch of the Legisla- into the human character and give a superiority of strength to any party wit 
iT be twenty-seven years of age and possessed of a free hold of which they may associate themselves 
lrad ae ) t 
red acres of land or £1,000 in ot her property. ree OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLICAN ' — 
Maryland required, as a qualification for suffrage, a freehold of fifty ISLAND. 
sof land, or an estate of £30 current money. For members of [he republican form of government in Rhode Island was recog 
t 


lature she required a property qualification of £500; and the 
f ri ights authorized the requirement of a declaration of belief 

e Christian religion, as a qualification for any office of trust or 
rotit, while ministers of the Gospel were excluded from the general 

y and the council. 

Virginia limited the suffrage to freeholders and tax-payers, and I 
that as late as our day electors were allowed to vote for mem- 
one branch of the Legislature, in every district in which they 
Tes 

‘orth Carolina required a qualification of three hundred acres of 
a senator and one hundred for a representative ; the qualifi- 
for a voter for senator was fifty acres of land, of a voter for 

ive thathe be atax-payer. Clergymen were excluded from 
ip in the senate, the house of commons, and the council of 

; and any person was disqualified from holding any civil office 

ild deny the being of God or the truth of the Protestant re- 
the divine authority of the Bible, or who should hold re- 


principles incompatible with the freedom and safety of the 





l estate. 


sentat 
} 


erst 


South Carolina required, as a sents 
icres of land or a town lot, or the payme itof a tax of three 

gs sterling the preceding gyear. F nember of the house of 
tatives a freehold of five hundred acres of land and the own- 

of ten negroes was required—a pretty qualification this for a 
lican form of government according to the ideas of those who 

he a publican form of Rhode Islar a freehold estat 


ation for ane, a freehold 


or 


sof 








} £150; for See Sree oe alue, clear of debt. 

f yn-residents in the election district a larger qualificat ion 
rod, For governor, an estate of the v alue of £1,500 was re- 
, 4 great sum in those days, fully equal in ; purehasi ng power 


)in our time. 








nstitution under which South Caro ratified the Const 
f the United States and came into th nion required, asa 
ition for suffrage, a belief in God and in future rewards and 
nents; and a freehold of fifty acresof land. For senator was 
| the qualification of a freehold of £2,000,if resident in the 
t,and of £7,000 if a non-resident. For representative was re- 
I jualification of £1,000 of resident yand £3,500 of non-resi- 
10 the respective districts, a belief in » Protestant religion, 


ree years’ residence in the State. 

, and privy councilor a freehold 
red, an enormous sum at that time, and which have re 
ted the persons from whom those officers could be selected to a 
ee ll part of the people. Moreover, they required to pro- 

Protestant re ligion, which was declared to be the established 
5/on of the State, and the re were enumerated in the constitution 
rd inal articles of faith which must be } professed, in or 
*& church to corporate privileges. 
Tgia affixed to the right of suffrs age the qualif 


Fecaweunees lieutenant-gov- 
qualification of £10,000 was 


} WNT? ve 
must h 


were 











ition being a 
‘payer, or of having a mechanical trade. 
1118 Wasa re publican form of government, according to the ideas of 


vho object to our Rhode Island limitations upon the suffrage. 
ese were the States that agr eed, in the fundamental law 


, tO guar- 
ee to each other a re publican form of 


What were 


government. 


e President of the United State 


1842, when an insur 
inst its authority was wemnined, on the very ground of an 
extension of suffrage, and with specious pretenses that it had the sup 


port of a majority of the people. The insurgents attempted to take 
possession of the government, which they claimed by virtue b pre 
tended vote of the people, and armed themselves for that purpose. 
The constituted authorities of the State appealed to the President, 
in the mode pointed ont by the Constitution of the United States 


of 


under the guarantee of a republican form of government, by prote« 
tion against invasion and domestic violence. On this very, ground, 
under the obligation of this very provision of the Constitution, Pres- 


ident Tyler addressed a letter, dated M: Ly 1842, to the governor of 


| 
| 
/ 
nized by tl 
rection aga 
| 
| 










































Rhode Island, from which the followin ris an extract 
I shall not adventure the expression or opinion upon tue < 
domestic policy which seem to have given rise to the unfortunate controversies 
between a portion of the citizens and the exist government of the State Chey 
are questions of mun cipal r gulation, the adjustment of which belongs exclusive) 
to the people of Rhode Island, and with which this Government have not 
to do. For the 1 lation of my conduet, i 1 which I ma 
called upon to make between the governn d any portion of its cit 
izens who may assailit with domestic vy in actual insurrect 
against it, I can on look to the Constitution a United State 
plainly declare the obligations of © Executi ) I ‘ I 
ALTERNATI AS T E ¢ ] I 
By the fourth section of the fourth art ot Constitut of 1 
States, it is provided that the United Stat TALI ARANT! ) BV STATE I 
THIS UNION A REPUBLICAN FORM OF I ENT t shall protect eac i 
against invasio nd ont ppl } t} euti 
the Legislature cannot be convened t i And by t 
| Congress, approved t Fel I t it - 
surrection in any te ist t it its l iwt 
| President of the ip of the I ture of 
| or of the executive, (wl Lure ¢ ot nvened »call 
} number of the militia of any tate St y applied f 
judge suflicient to suppress rectio yt third ion of 
itis provided that when rit may be necessary 1 the judgme t 
to use the military for« hereby directed to 1 < if 1, the Pr 
eae , by proclamation, command such argents to dispe 
} ably to their res] ve abodes within a reasonable time 
| By the act of Marc 1207, it is provided “that in all: 
{ obstruction to the laws, either of the United States, or an 5 
ritory whe! t is lawful f t Presid rf t l ted 
| , or I ng suc i rrec i 
all be la il f him to empl 
| val force of the United States as sha 
} ed all the prerequisites of the law in that1 ‘ 
his is the first occasion, so far as the government of a St ! 
concerned, on which it has become necessary to consi of 
§ ci r these high dl most important constitutional and 1 lf 
ul consideration of the above-recited acts of Congres ellency v 
} fail to s« >» that no power is vested in the Executive of the United Stat , 
| pate insurt i y movements against the iment Rhode Island 
sanction the sition of the milit } there must 
actual in nal sted by lawless ¢ blages of the people or oth 
} towhom a m may be addres | who may be required t 
} themselves t PeCve euenes. [have, hx r, to aasul ur ¢ 
} that should the time arriv os so Povaphemed etew 3 that it may never ec 
} an insurrection ve le xist a veri of Rhode Island, and 
} tion shall be made upon the of the ited States to furnish ] 
} tection which is guarant he stitution ; lawa, I 
| NOT BE FOUND I MANCE OF A DI i 
WOULD BE THE M SAME TIME, TH I 
} have also tos that in such the Executive e« | tl i real 
' or supposed defects of the existing g: rnment in order ‘ 
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other plan of government propo ed fora loption was better suited to the wants and 
more in accordance with the wishes of any portion of her citizens. To throw the 
executive power of this Government into any such controversy would be to make 
the President the armed arbitrator between ‘the people of the different States and 
their constituted authorities, and might lead to an usurped power, danger jus alike 
to the stability of the State governments and the liberties of the peopl 











It will be my duty. on the contrary. to respect the requisitions of that government 
which has been reco mized as the existing a ernment f the State through all time past, 
until I shall be advised in reqular manner that it has been altered and abolished, and 
another substituted in its place by legal.and peaceable proce Jand pursued 
by the authorities an lj ple of the State 

And, ina subsequent letter, dated May 7, 1=42, he said :: 

I freely confess that I should experience great reluctance in employing the mili- 
tary power of this Government against any portion of the people ; but, however 
paintul the duty, I have to assure your ¢ ccellency that if resistance is made tothe 
execution of the laws ot hode Island by such force as the civil posse shall be un- 
able to overcome, it duty of this Government to enforce the cor titutional 
guarantee, ® guarantee given and adopted mutually by all the original States, of 
which Rhode Island was one, and which in the same way has been given and 
adopted by each of the States since admitted into the Union. Andif any exigency 
of lawless violence shall actually arise, the Executive Government of the United 
States, on the application of your excellency, under the authority of the resolu- 
tions of the Legislature already transmitted, will stand ready to succor the author- 
ities of the State in their efforts to maintain a due respect for the laws 


At the date of these letters Daniel Webster was the Secretary of 
State, and his authority is added to that of Madison. 


’ 


The States generally have enlarged their suffrage, but they have 


done this voluntarily and in their own discretion, without compul- 

uggestion by the Federal Government, except in 
the tifteenth amendment of the Federal Constitution. No pressure 
has been applied by the Federal Government, nor has it ever been 
pretended that the Federal Government had the right to interpose its 
authority, other than in the case provided by the fifteenth amend- 
ment, by which our suffrage was not affected. 

If Rhode Island was not republican when she entered the Union, 
the other States were not; and if she was republican then, she is now, 
for the changes in her suffrage have been in the direction of liberal- 
ity. Many of the Northern States adhered to their discrimination 
against colored citizens, till the results of the war compelled its aban- 
donment, and all the Southern States retained or established it. In 
New York the proposition to admit colored citizens to equal rights of 
suffrage was submitted to a separate vote, with the constitution of 
1846, and was rejected. It was submitted again, in an amendment 
in 1860, and again in 1868, and was both times rejected. It was not 
adopted till 1874, when the fifteenth amendment to the Federal Con- 
stitution had removed the disqualification and established the equal- 
ity of the whites and the blacks in the suffrage. New Hampshire re- 
sisted, through all parties, the repeal of the religious test, in discrim- 
ination against the Roman Catholics, till 1877. 

The right of a State to fix her own suffrage is as well settled as 
anything in our form of government. It existed at the formation 
of the Government, and it has not been impaired since, except by the 
fifteenth amendment, to which our suffrage was already in contorm- 
ity. That the fourteenth amendment does not affect our suffrage was 
determined by the unanimous report of the Judiciary Committee of 
the United States Senate, of which committee, and concurring in the 
report, was my distinguished friend, the senior Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. THURMAN, ] and by the unanimous decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in the case of Minor vs. Happersett. 

Many of the States still require the payment of assessed taxes as a 
qualification for voting. Rhode Island requires, for native citizens, 
only a voluntary tax of $1, to be applied to the support of public edu- 
cation; and even this is waived in the case of performance of militia 
duty ; and, assuredly, an assessed tax in any State must be on prop- 
erty of the value of $134, which makes our suffrage for citizens of 
foreign birth as liberal as the general suffrage in those States, except 
in the character of the property assessed. Nor is Rhode Island the 
only State that discriminates between the native and the foreign-born 
citizens. New York requires that a naturalized citizen shall have 
been naturalized ten days before voting. Pennsylvania requires thirty 
days. Michigan requires of citizens of foreign birth a residence of 
two years and six months after declaration of their intention of nat- 
uralization, while for native citizens a residence of only three months 


sion, or advice, ors 


is required. Massachusetts required from 1859, when the provision | 


was adopted as an amendment to her constitution, till 1863, when it 
was repealed, two years. Sothat anaturalized landholder, while that 
provision was in force, could not vote as soon, by two years, as he 
could and can, in Rhode Island. If the right to discriminate at all be 
conceded, the States themselves must be the judges of the limits ot 
the discrimination ; and it is not less traly a violation of republican 
form of government in New York to require ten days, and in Penn- 
sylvania to require thirty days, in Michigan to require two years and 
three months, and in Massachusetts to have required two years ad- 
ditional residence of citizens of foreign birth, than it is in Rhode 
Island to require the possession of one hundred and thirty-four dol- 
lars’ worth of real estate. 

SUFFRAGE IN RHODE ISLAND NOT AFFECTED BY THE FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH 

AMENDMENTS. 

But the case is too plain for argument or illustration. It is settled 
by the facts, it is confirmed in the exposition of the Constitution by 
James Madison, in the Federalist, and by Daniel Webster, in the case 
of the Rhode Island insurrection; by the unanimous report of the 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate; by the unanimous decision of 
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the Supreme Court of the United States. The committee, refer 
to the effect of the fifteenth amendment of the Constituio. 8s 
United States, say: t the 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the tition as 
of Rhode Island setting forth, by reference, the fourteenth and fifteen: 
of amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and st eee : 
State of Rhode Island, notwithstanding the provisions of the abov. ~ng 
ments, persists in and by the first section of article 2 of the const ry 7 
State, in denying and abridging the right of about ten thousand ¢ ; a A 
United States to vote at any and all elections holden in said State.” 
that Congress will ‘‘ pass such appropriate legislation as may b ‘ 


be found necessay a 














all the rights, privileges, and immunities guaranteed to them by the Con. , 
of the United States,’ respec tfully report : oh _ 
That the constitution of Rhode Island, adopted in 1842, prescribes ‘ 
classes of qualifications for voting. The first gives to all male citizens of + 
ted States of acertain age, &c., the right to vote, if they own real estate o¢ ; 
of $134 or which shall rent for 87 per annum. The second gives to every 
tive citizen of the United States of a certain age, &c., the right to vote 364. 
a tax of one dollar a year, &c., although he may not own real estate. ‘Xo, 
party has ever questioned the right of the people of Rhode Islond. ana , 
other State, to establish such a constitution of government as m @ acre 
their views of the public welfare in that State, although its Provisions as ¢ 


frage may not conform to the opinions of citizens of other States. At the 
when this constitution of Rhode Island was adopted the right to regulate +), 
fications of voters belonged exclusively to the respective States. 7 
under consideration fully recognizes this, but it raises the question (altho 
ously framed in such a manner as not to declare or insist upon such a con, 
whether, by the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the Constitution. 
United States, natives of foreign countries who may have becom 
United States are not entitled to vote in Rhode Island, without r 
fications imposed by her constitution? 

The committee is unanimously of the opinion that this question mu 
in the negative. 

The ‘privileges and immunities of citizens of the United States,” me; 
the petition as secured by the fourteenth amendment, do not include th, 
suffrage. If they did, the right must necessarily exist in all citizens of ¢ 
States, from the mere fact of citizenship, without the power in any State oy 
gress to abridge the same in any degree ; and in such case, therefore, 
tion of any kind could be imposed, and all persons, (being citizens 
females, infants, lunatics, wall criminals, without respect to age, lengt : 
dence, or any other thing, would be entitled to participate directly in all elec: 
Every provision in every State, which experience has proved to be essential to < 
ity and good order in society, would thereby be overthrown. It is enon 
that the rights secured by thisamendment to the Constitution are of an ali 
different character. 

The fifteenth amendment does apply to rights of suffrage, and to thos: 
it the State of Rhode Island, in common with every other State, is forbidden to 
or abridge the right of citizens of the United States “ to vote on account of rac 
color, or previous condition of servitude.”’ But, plainly, the constitution of R 
Island does not preclude any citizen from voting on either or any of the grou 
thus prohibited. No fact of race, or color, or previous servitude’prevents any 
zen from votingin Rhode Island. Neither of these qualities depends in a 
gree upon the place of his nativity. This seems too obvious to need discussi 
is also a fact, appearing in the public records of Congress and doubtless k: 
the petitioners, that when the fifteenth amendment was under considerat 
Congress it was proposed to embrace in it a prohibition of any denial of sutfrag 
on account of “ nativity,’’ and that this proposition was not agreed to, for the reas 
that Congress did not think it expedient to restrict the ancient powers of the Stat 
in those respects any further than ore to be absolutely needful to s 
the whole people the great results of the overthrow of the rebellion 

The committee is therefore of opinion that there is nothing in t 
of the constitution of Rhode Island referred to in conflict with the Cor 
the United States. 

Whether these provisions are wise or right in themselves is a matter over which 
neither the committee nor Congress has any control. That subject belongs to the 
people of Rhode Island, who, it must be presumed, will correct any and all errors 
that may, from time to time, be found to exist in her internal affairs 
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And again, in the unanimous report of the same committee in its 


report on the memorial claiming the right of female suffrage, the 
committee says: 


By the Constitution of the United States, prior to the fourteenth and fi 
amendments, the power to regulate suffrage, even in the election of Pr 
Vice-President, Senators and Repepresentatives in Congress, was possessed 
States composing the Union, so that Congress could make no affirmative provision 
concerning the same; nor could Congress alter or amend regulations made upot 
this subject by the respective States. Article I, section 2, provides as follows 

‘““The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen 
second year by the people of the several States; and the electors in each State 
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous brane! 
the State Legislature.” 

Section 3 ot the same article provides: 

“The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from eac: 
State, chosen by the Legislature thereof for six years; and each Senator shall have 
one vote.’ 

Article II, section 1, provides: 

‘Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof ma} 
a number of electors equal to the whole number of Senators and Representa 
to which the State may be entitled in the Congress.” : 

From these provisions of the Constitution it is apparent that the States 
sessed the sole power of determining the qualifications of electors therein. 
so far as these provisions are concerned, it is manifest that each State had 
power to make such discrimination as it pleased between its own citizens in rez 
to their participation in the elective franchise. Each State might admit al 
zens, male and female, over a prescribed age, or only some classes of then 
might require a property qualification, which would, in effect, exclude all citizens 
not possessing the required amount of property. Each State might discriminat 
in this particular between its citizens on account of race, color, serv itude, or upon 
any other ground. And under this Constitution the several States established 
various and incongruous regulations upon this subject. In Massachusetts no (is 




















tinction on account of color was recognized, while in other States all pet sons | ay: 
ing even admixture of African blood, however slight, were excluded; anc sou 
States required a property qualification, while others did not. 

There is, however. another provision of the Constitution which merits cons 
ation in thisconnection. Article IV, section 4, provides: f 

“The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a repavuca 


form of government.” 

Under this provision it is insisted, with some plausibility, that 
ment which denies the elective franchise to a majority of the citizens 0! 
is not ‘‘a republican form of government.’ But your commities are no 


a State govern 
auch State 
t satisfied 
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roposition can be mai intained. In construing the Crnstination we are 
give it such interpretation as will secure the result which was 
comp jlished by those who framed it and the pe ople who adopted 
tution like a contract between eye parties, must be read in the 

:mstances Which surrounded those who made The history of 
history of the Sonfederation, and the circumstances under which 
itself was framed and adopted d, must all ken into account; 


to 


) be | a 












be ti 



























































































ONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





| 





< ascertain by re ading g¢ the wh t together the sense 
particular provisions and phrases wet ( If any State govern- 
to-day excludes from suffrage a majority of its citizens is not in form a 
1 iment, then a State government whic] the same thing at the | 
Constit nition ¥ as edepted was notin form a republican government. The 
all female citizens from the sattr cannot impair the republican 
ta stir State govern unless the same thing worked the same 
¢ e State governments in existence when the Constitution of the United 
3 pted. 
S Sade ned on all hands that the governments of the thirteen States which 
: | adopted tl Consti — in form republican; and this provision 
lod t » keep them so, and n it impossible for any State to change its 
toa monarchy. , aie mmatrastian ol this provisi iow contended 
y of the Government of t Unit the first 
iter ‘pon the reconstruction or remod ver 
St h the Union itself had be¢ 
times, it cannot be mai 1 
{ such a powe Tr upon The I 
that such an attempt on the ) 
would have been condemned by the 
nited force of the people. If such a power 
mn of the United States, it does not now exis 
@ tion which has not been amended \ constr 
. republican form of government’ a meani 
rstood and en ved by the people 
ould be as unconstitutional as a departut 
of the Constitution in y < er part 
0 adopted by all comm itors on ti t 
it Instrument; and your com 6 
( \ chang he} ‘ V Le ryed 
r¢ im ( I to ¢ reve « 
pre Sion n which is g lly t ito 
ich, int r commi no ay catior 
Art e 4, sect 
of each State d to all privileges and immunities of 
eral States 
discussed tl t gl » vote and hold ofiice in a State 
leges andimmunities protected by the provision above quoted. 
ssary to consider that question kere, because, even if the mght to 
| oftice be considered as embraced within this provision, still it was 
of the State to which a citizen might remove to determine what class 
s Lor should not vote or hold ottice in such State; and the citizen 
sto such State was only entitled to the privileges and immunities pos- 
class of citizens to whi uch removing citizen belonged under the 
j nd laws of the State to which he had removed. 
e now to consider the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the Con- 
which, also, the right of female suffri is claimed. The four- 
iment, so faras applicable to this subject as follows : 
\}| persons born and naturalized in the United States, &c., are citizens of the 
es d of the State w rhe rein they reside. No State ll make or en- 
law wl hich shall abridg ’ the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
State r shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
( process = law, nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
of the laws.’ 
{ section of this amendment provides that 
ves shal ll be apportion¢ d among the sev States according to 
numbers, counting the whole number of sons in each State, 
c ns not taxed. But when the right to lection, &e., is 
nied to any of the male inhabitants being twenty-one , &c., the basis 
ntation therein shall be re ed in the pl oportior ) which the number of 
tizens shall bear to the whole number of inale citizens twenty-one years 
such State.” 
evident from the second section of this amendment above quoted that the 
St considered to possess the power of excluding a portion of their male cit- 
e right to vote upon grounds or reasons to be determined by them- 
3; because this section determines that, in case the State shall exercise this 
ght soas to exclude citizens of the United States, except for commission of crime, 
a representation for such State ull be correspondingly reduced. 
ind the Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of Minor 
lay ypersett, has settled the same questi 
U 1 this qne stion the Chief-Justice leave sno room to doubt as to 


what is the opinion of the court. He says that at 
he constitution every State, except Rhode Island, 
ion of its own, in no one of oe were 
vote. Each State determined for itself who should vote, and in this 
state of the laws there can be no ieee it had been intended by 
the framers of the Constitution to make all citizens voters that the 
instrument would have said so, and not leftit forimplication. That 
such was not the intention is to be found in the provision that the 

citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and im- 

munities of citizens in the several States, and if suffrage is a part of 

citizenship, then the citizens of each State, while retaining thei ir orig- 
inal citizenship, may vote in any State—a claim not yet set up. 

Anoth er reason for believing that it was never intended that suf- 
€ and citizenship should be coextensive is — in the fourteenth 
mendment itself; where, after providing tl Representatives in 

C ongress shall be apportioned among the se a States according to 

their respective numbers, ¢ ounting the whole number of persons in 

that Stat te, (excluding Indians not taxed,) the amendment declares 
that “when the right to vote at any election for the choice of elect- 
ors for P resident and Vice-President of the United States, Repre- 

eniatives j inC ongress, the executive and judicis il officers of a State, 
Tthe members of the L egislature thereof, is denied to any of the 
‘¢ inhabitants of the U nited States, or in any way abridged, ex- 
‘ lor participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of repre- 
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h: d a constitu- 
all its citizens permitted to 
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sentation shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of 
male citizens shall bear tothe whole number of male citizens twenty- 
one years of age in such State.” The Chief-Justice adds: 








Why this, if it was not in the power of the Legislature to deny the 
frage to some male inhabitants? And if suffrage was necessarily one a 
lute rights of citizenship, why confine the operation of the limitation to 
habitants? Women and children are, as we have seen, *' persons 


ich the 


thei 


counted in the enumerat 
they were ily vi 
why inflict the 


ion upon wh 


apportionment 1s to be 
‘ters because of ] 


citizenship, unle 
,. 


Tha 
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necessar scieariy € 








penalty for the exclusionof malesalone? Clearly, no such f f 
words would have been selected to express the idea here indicated if sutfrage was 
the absolute right of all citizens. And, stillagain, after the adoption of the four 
teenth amendment, it was deemed necessary pac pa a fifteenth \ i 
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izens of the United Sta 1¢ 
why amend the Constit n 
Nothing is more evicd \ f 
tected, W vot ‘ of t Co nto 
lv tothis, Judge Deady,of the U ed S s district urt 
had ed at the same decisi He : 

Under t fifteen mer of ft Const of Ma LS70 
to enfores l persons declared ¢ 3s of e U1 St the tifteenth 
ame ime! ent ed ) i S Ss i l i ‘ « ons by 
t per ) distiz on of ri ( or } ‘ vitude; 
but the several St a, 1 ithstan t I I i I deny 
the rig ot & ’ oO Vc n oft Un State on ( t ¢ ex 
PLA ( t WA Y « te ‘ ( ( au 
Li¢ ‘ ‘ ot rca n i t 

The yr Senator from P sylva WALLACE, Jin eech 
at the it sessionof the For iC S,argeu yrthati ‘ 
matter Of the suffrage, except the prov Oot the tec 
ment, is exclusively of State « rn, said 
olt is thus settled upon principle and by authority, as well ; mm the hi ( 
our institutions, that the voters ster © the peo puaiifie Stato 
laws and constit ind t t I 1 Geo bn! ti no ters its own 
creation. Sut nder State control ¢ mt t sing of r upon 
which subject the can make no rale of ¢ ! ( If ere | i 
thing, then, as a national election ints the rst elen fan ele iol 
national voter rhe Federal Government, or (if it suits f 3 on the othe: 
side better) the nation, has no voters ‘ ere ‘ i qualif 
them. The depositary of absolute sovereignty Ly ri t pe t pe 
ple of the States, qualified as « ‘tors by Stat t l State la id all 
authority of every kind comes from them by ) entatio ind this \ princi 
ple of democracy permeates every part of the Government 

National power over the voter as such, or national electic ‘ e new 
forms of old federal theories. In the laws we ‘ } Li lred 
enactments in 1870 and 1871, the revamped dc feder of 1798 first 
finds statutory existence. The universal practi vernment ® 1801Lha 
been against any such theor; as is found in t ‘ Natior electors 
would require national citizenship for qualificat ) La theory, thata 
man may be a citizen of the Sta teand not of t United States and yet bea tional 
voter. et I propose to show that such would be the legitimate 1 of ich 
ae Se Ree: eee. This subject is rightly and absolutely controlled by 
State Jaw and State constitutions in almost every State There are no n yal 
voters. Wcbues oie vans for national Re presentatives a 1 State const 
tutions and State laws, and national citizenship is not re L« 0 of the 
State by anv provision of the Federal Constitution nor in practi Under the con 
stitutions of Kansas, Nebraska, and Colorade an unnat Ira | foreigne o has 
declared his intention to become a citizen may vote f I of Cong sand 
State oflicers if he has resided six months in the State, and Indiana, Minnesota 
Oregon, and Wisconsin after a residence of twelve months in Massac! t 
he must have resided in the State two years after he i naturalized. Does 
the new gospel as so content of elections by national authority contemplate mal 
the rule of seven yeat 3’ residence, required by Massachusetts, or that of six months, 
required by Kansas, the test of qualification a a“ national voter for a foreigi 
born citizen? Which is the doctrine Isit that Massach tts or thatof Kan 
sas? The foreign-born citizen declaring his intention, after six months’ residence 
in Kansas, is a voter, and may vote for a member of Congress 1 governor of the 
State, while in Massachusetts he ust carry a parchment certifying that he isa 
citizen of the United St ind must have resided two ye in Massachusetts. 
The whole differen the difference between seven years in one State and six 
months in another as applied to foreign-born citizens 

* * ‘ * ° 

A naturalized foreigner can vote in California after a residence of six months; 
Connecticut, after a residence of one year and able to read any article of the con 
stitution or any section of tho statutes of the State; Delaware, after one year’s res 
idence and having paid taxes; Illinois, after one year’s residence lowa, six 
months’ res nee; Kentucky, two years’ residence; Louisiana, on ear’s res 
dence; Maine, three month iryland, one year; Michigan, three months; Mis 
sissippi, six mont} residenc Nevada, six months; New Hampshire and New 
Jersey, one yea Nort! 1 Carolina, one year; Ohio, one year; South Carolina, one 
year; Tennessee, one year; Vermont and Virginia, one year; and West Virginia, 
one year in the State. The same residence is required in those twenty-one States 
of the native-born citizens 

In these States resid is superadded by State authority as a qualification to 
voting for all officers, State as well as Federal. In M: Assac husetts two years, in 





Pennsylvania thirty days, and in New —_ ten days are added by State 
to the qualitic ation of five years; and in Rhode Island ownershiy 
must be in the nataraliz gner before he isa voter 

Are all these d tions, are all the restrictions imposed b 
State utions as to residence, naturalization, qualific 
tax, and property to be obliterated in this effort for the 
rity of equal suffrage’ in this renewed and earnest ¢ 
ernment 
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constit ation 


It has been argued that the right torestrictt suffrage by ala 
qualification mignt : allow the pras ttical denial of the right by 
gerating the value of the qualitication, and it is asked, triumph: untly, 
why may not the same power that limits the qualification to $134 ex- 
tend it to 310,000, which would be less in purchasing power the 
ancient qaakitication for governor, lieutenant-governor, or privy coun- 
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*This requirement has been repealed by an amendment to the consti tution of 
the State. 
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cilor of South Carolina? This could only be done by the people, who 
would not be likely thus to disfranchise themselves, however they 
might havethe sovereignright todoso. But the argumentdrawn from 








the liability of abusing the restriction is an argument against any 
qnalification for voting. What is to prevent the people from forming 
a constitution that shall limit the sutfrage to men of seventy years of 
ace { ‘I le retore should there be no limitat ou of ape ? What is to 
prevent them from limiting it to men who have resided fifty years in 
the State? Therefore should there be no qualification of residence 









What is to prevent the Legislature trom assessing a tax of ov per cent. 
on propert Pherefore should it not have the power of taxation? 
What is to prevent the Legislature from making Sabbath-breaking 
and profat © swearin r capital crimes? Therefore should it not have 
the power to « ne crimes, and to affix the punishment of them? No 
“ in be wholly protected from abuse, but power must be granted 
for (he purposes of government, and the supervision of the people over 
h unts, to whom they delegate it, must be relied upon to re- 
st reasonable limits, and to prevent any exercise of that 
p r¢ ravaganbtl purpose Se 
) E OF AMENDMEN' 
tle investigation of the committee appointed by the Senate 
to mire into alleged frauds in the late elections, and which, in 
R} » Island, took the form of an inquiry into the provisions of our 
itution, in matters pertaining exclusively tothe State; in 
{ vords, the right of the people of Rhode Island to manage 
theu n alla heir own way, much stress was laid by witnesses 
1m! (| to give eager testimony against the State in which they 
lived l the li whose protection they enjoyed; laws which were 


i 
by the people ; 


und to which the people have adhered, with 


patriotic persistency, upon the conservative mode of amending our 
CO tion, and which was held up as anti-republican. The mode 
prescribed is the passage of a resolution proposing amendments by a 


members elected to each house of two successive 
Legislatures, and the ratification by a vote of three-fifths of the peo- 


majority Of all the 





pg upon it. 
Vi uto a defense of the reasonableness of this mode of 
‘ , Which assumes that something more than amere majority, 
which may be accidental, may be fairly required in so grave a mat- 


ter 2s a change of the fundamental law; without dwelling upon the 

evident argument that those who abstain from voting may be fairly 

+ content with the existing constitution, and not favorable 

change, it is quite enough to compare our mode of amendment 

ith the modes of other States, the republican form of whose govern- 

} is not disputed, and withthe mode prescribed in the lederal 

Constitution itself, that guaranteesa republican form of government 
to all the States 

1 


counted a 


he initiation of amendment Rhode Island is more liberal than most 
of the States. She requires only a majority of the members elected to 
two suecessive Legislatures to propose amendments for the considera- 
tionofthe people. Alabama, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kan- 
sas, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Nevada, North Car- 
olina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and West Virginia require 
the assent of two-thirds of their Legislatures, some of them the as- 
sent of two-thirds of two successive Legislatures, to the adoption of 
a proposition for submitting amendments to the people. Maryland 
requires the assent of three-tifths of all the members elected to each 
house of the Legislature. Nevadarequires two-thirds of all the mem- 
cted to each house to call aconvention for the revision of the 
constitution, and the approval of a majority of the people, not merely 
of those voting upon it, but a majority equal to the majority given for 
any candidate, or upon any question voted upon at the election. 
Massachusetts, in the original instrument which was in force at the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution when the guarantee of the re- 
publican form of government was made, required the assent of two- 
thirds of the people, given in town meeting, to a revisal of the con- 
stitution. She now requires the assent of a majority of the senate 
and two-thirds of the house to propose amendments for the ratification 
of the people. Delaware requires two-thirds of each house of the Legis- 
lature and the approval ot the governor and three-quarters of each 
house of the next Legislature to amend the constitution, and does not 
require the submission of the amendment to the people. Vermont re- 
quires two-thirds of each house and a majority of each house in the 
next Legislature to propose amendments, and limits the right of pro- 
posing to once inten years. New Hampshire requires the sense of the 
people to be taken once in seven years on the question of amending 
or revising the constitution, and that a vote of two-thirds of the peo- 
ple shall be necessary to the ratification of amendments. 

The constitution of Indiana requires propositions of amendment to 
pass two successive Legislatures by a majority of the members elected 
to each house, then to be submitted “to the electors of the State, 


bers ( le 








and if a majority of said electors shall ratify the same, such amend- | 


ment or amendments shall become a part of this constitution.” Yet, 
by a judicial decision, certain amendments that were submitted to the 


electors, under this provision, and ratified by an immense majority of | 


the popular vote, were declared invalid, on the ground that they had 
failed to receive a majority of the whole number of votes given for 
any candidate, or on any question voted upon, at the same election. 
This decision practically makes the constitution of Indiana perpetual, 
for such is the character of our people that a proposition to change 
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the fundamental law hardly ever brings out as large a ei 
tion of officers, and if more than one amendment be submist, 
same time, only that on which the largest vote was hea at the 
sides would be likely to receive a majority of all the votes o. 
decision appears to me, and I think to everybody else 
for whose partisan benefit it was made, as atrociously absurd. y 
it concerns the people of Indiana alone, and any criticism u Yet 
here would be impertinent. It is none of my business, no “ed a 
the questions of the internal government of Rhode Island wer — 
business of the committee which, under the chairmanship of the naa 
ator from Pennsylvnia, assumed to inquire into, in the summer o ar 
Without conceding the right of Congress to take cognizance ; ae 
matter, I submit that the provisions of constitutional amend oe 
more liberal in Rhode Island than in a majority of the States = 
far more liberalthaninsomeof them. The requirement of two-ti — 
of the Legislature to submit propositions of amendment is a ae 
impediment to change than the requirement of three-fifths o¢ 4. 
popular vote to their ratification ; and, when we consider the ypen.,) 
representation of many of the States, in their Legislatures. giv... 
far greater negative power to the minority. But look at the inode 
amendment provided in the Federal Constitution. Two-thirds o ak 
House of Congress and the assent of three-fourths of the States as, 
necessary to the ratification of amendments to that instrument 
the application of two-thirds of the States to call a conventioy ‘i 
proposing amendments and the like assent of three-fourths of ¢he 
States. One more than a quarter, in number, of the smaller §; steg 
can prevent any amendment. One more than a third can pr ‘vent 
even the proposition of amendment. 
The population of the thirty-seven States, by the census of 157 
was 38,015,641. An amendment to the Constitution might 1 


On bot 
Votes cast. Thi. 
Outside of +,,.. 

[ those 


4 each 


posed by the unanimous vote of both Houses of Congress and receive 
the ratification of twenty-seven States, including a population of 
39,877,062, and be defeated by the votes of the following States, whose 
aggregate population is 2,258,579: 
PEER AGk och peukaadies acne inxs iewWeukcusees ai tase he a ss 12, 49] 
Re eee ot iets jhe apuwscak tena wets "). 19: 
cas oes Bleek Ge ab chisiona erate abd eed taicack 12999 
SID os bale 5 care kin bak SNR RAT eg alae Pew dos och 125, 01; 
Florida ....... cee hakhanseeweus anwens uae éWaanw ont -. 187,748 
IN ON 966 ro eens Mdm ob Kine me i eae so 217 
oe) HS teteseneneades capes icin ape ae ere 330, 551 
New Hampshire ........ iliac a aie jveesoeradunnseses exes SOE OD 
MON Sid Kane veeues ae Rees dN nee Dba bREE Nea wOS Gace anes 364, 399 
Minnesota........-.. es Greate CSL Rae PARE RRO SNERES EC Keane 439, 7 
PR cima s (sue Sheek ssaswee facet cui sas 2, 238, 679 


If this be republican, in the judgment of the objectors to repub- 
lican form of government in Rhode Island, I do net see how they 
can call even the Federal Constitution republican. 

The administration of the power of amendment in Rhode Island 
has been most liberal. No less than eight times has the General As- 
sembly, by large votes in both houses, often approaching to unanim- 
ity, submitted propositions of amendment. Those proposing the en- 
largement of the suffrage have been uniformly voted down, both 
political parties swelling the majorities against them. Aneffort was 
made to show before the committee that these propositions have some- 
times been submitted in bad faith, that whig and republican men- 
bers of the General Assembly voted for the submission to < 
popular clamor, and then opposed them at the polls. The effort to 
prove this utterly failed. The testimony of the members of the Gen- 
eral Assemby who voted to submit the amendments shows tliat they 
supported them at the election. But even if it was so, it would b 
only a proof of the liberality of the Government. A man may con- 
sistently vote to submit to the judgment of the people propositious 
that he does not approve. He votes to consult the popular will, con 
tent to abide by its verdict, and to live under such institutions asa 
constitutional majority of his fellow-citizens may choose. 
not follow that his own judgment approves of the decision of the 
majority, but only that he will not set it up against such decision. 
He votes to ask the people, whose elected servant he is, if they desir 
achange. As one of the people, he votes against it, and so far from 
being discreditable, this is an evidence of his respect for the will ol 
the people. Had this point been sustained—as it clearly was not—It 
would have been an evidence of the elasticity and liberality of our 
constitution. And whether the amendment was put out in good iaita 
or not, if the people had desired it, they could have adopted it 

THE RESTRICTION ON THE SUFFRAGE IN RHODE ISLAND NOT A PARTY MEAS 

[ have said that the propositions for enlarging the suffrage were 
voted down by both parties. They found supporters in both partis 3} 
but at no time anything like the entire strength of either. Had they 
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It does 


° » . . : } + +hat 
received from the democratic party anything like the support tia! 
it gave to its candidates they would have prevailed. The ay a 
osition to revise the constitution by a convention was voted Gow? 


by nearly a two-thirds vote, although the State was then deme 
cratic; the next attempt—the State still democratic—was votee 
down by more than two to one. The last two attempts were made it 
1871, at a special election, and in 1876, at a presidential election. It 
is to be observed that equal complaint has been made of the . —. 
sion of the amendments, at a special and at a general election ; that ar 
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1881. 


eee 
the first there was nothing to call out the popular vote, and that at the 
ond the popular mind was 80 much occupied with the immediate 
seco" son of the day, that it had not the leisure to dwell upon the grave 
ion of changes inthe fundamentallaw. In 1571 the proposition 
ra neral enlargement of the suffrage was voted down by more 
‘Pwo to one; and received but little more than half the votes that 
-iven to the democratic candidates at the preceding election in 

- At that election Gloucester, the democratic Gibraltar of the 
+.-wore than the Gibraltar, for it has never been captured—gave 
ates for the amendment, and the following year it gave 171 for 
amot ratic candidate for President ; Cranston gave 70 for the 
~ odment, 153 for the democratic ticket; New Shoreham, none forthe 
mani rent, not a vote, 24 for the democratic ticket ; Exeter, not one 
the amendment, 27 for the democratic ticket; Hopkinton, 6 for 
che amendment, 92 for the democratic ticket ; Warwick, 49 for the 
endment, 208 for the democratic ticket. This is the way in which 
yedemocratic party in Rhode Island vote for opening the suffrage, un- 
-+rioted, to all the citizens of the State. In 1876 the proposition was 
-+9 admittothe right of suffrage, without the landed qualification, 
ng of foreign birth who had served inthe war. The republican 
meies of Providence, Newport, Pawtucket, Woonsocket, (the 

st in the State,) and the republican towns of Bristol, Warren, 
Smithfield, embracing together more than half the population, 
At that election, which was 
he day of the presidential vote, Gloucester gave 211 votes for 


ut 





i 
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ove aiorities for the amendment. 


eld ont ; ‘ 
iden and 20 for the amendment ; West Greenwich, generally a dem- 
coratic town, although at that election it gave a republican major- 


~ returned 16 votes forthe amendment, 46 for Tilden ; Tiverton gave 
votes for the amendment and 80 votes for Tilden; Exeter gave 6 
‘or the anendment, 46 for Tilden. I think that at that trial the re- 
-hlican votes for the amendment were about equal tothe democratic. 
It is cé rtain that if the democrats had given it a unanimous or even 
, general support it would have prevailed. 
jtisnota republican doctrine or a democratic doctrine ; it isa Rhode 
Island doctrine; a doctrine with which the people of all parties are 
deeply interested, and to which they are sincerely attached. 
» the peculiar character of our population, which is singularly 
ieficient in that class where experience proves that political power 
; most safely deposited, the agricultural class. A limited territory 
grateful soil restricts our farming population; the restless 
tivity, the aggressive enterprise, and the ingenuity of the people 
e diversified our industry, and attracted a large manufacturing and 
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nechanical population, much of it transient in its residence, and with | 


f local attachments than the natives of the soil. We believe that 
f we had the suffrage of New York City we should have the govern- 

nt of New York City; worse, that we should have such a govern- 
nent as that city would have if freed from the restraint of the rural 
opulation. At any rate the suffrage suits us,and it is no concern 


f outsiders. 


RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN SUFFRAGE IN OTHER STATES 


Nor is ours the only State that discriminates against people of for 
eign birth. 

Besides, the discrimination in the constitutions of New York, of 
ennsylvania, and of Michigan, which, although lesser in amount, are 
the same in character, the State of California discriminates against a 
whole race, refusing them the hospitality of its shores; and this the 
race that inherits the oldest civilization extant, the subjects of that 
Emperor whose representatives were received in this Chamber with 


D 
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The people of California have lately voted against permitting the con 
tinuance of Chinese immigration, and have voted against it with a 
preponderance greater than that of some of the democratic towns in 
Rhode Island that I have quoted against free suttrage ; 


ho, not greater, 































for out of the 155,521 voters of California, 833 declared for the Chinese. 
But in two of the towns in Rhode Island not a vote was given the 
extension of the elective franchise. I received, as we all d the 
time of its date,the following communication from the of 
California: 
STATE CF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE D 

Sik: The Legislature of this State, assuming that it was desirable that t shes 
of the people of th upon the subject of Chinese immigration 
mistakably expressed, passed an act, approved December 21, 1847, entitled "An act 
to ascertain and express the will of the people of the State of Calif ’ the 
subject of ¢ 1686 in\migration Chis act provided for the submission to the elect 
ors of the State, at the next neral election, the question of the continua or 
prohibiton of Chinese immigration. It provided that such electors as should de 
sire the continuance of Chinese immigration might express such desire by placing 
on their ballots the words For Chinese immigratio id that such « tors as 
should desire the prohibition of Chine S© immigration might place on their ballots 
the words ‘“‘Against Chinese immigration 

This question was submitted to the voters of the Stat pur of t act 
above mentioned, at the general election held on the 3d day of Sey r, 1879. At 
said general election there were chosen all State and county ofticers ¢ rsa of 
the United States House of Representatives. The total vote cast at such election 
was 161,405 votes, which is several thousand more than the votes cast at any pre 
vious election in the State. It is probable, therefore, that the vot as early 
full as it would be possible, under any circumstances, to secur 3 
For Chinese imm ation as3 
Against Chinese nigration ae : re 14, 638 
Voters who did not express any wish on the subject Kae . x24 

rhe conclusion from this vote is unavoidable, t the 
State are substantially unanimous against the contin 1 ration 

rhe act above referred to further provides that the governor shal vote 
on the question of Chinese immigration shall have been taken, make a statement 


of the question submitted to the electors and of the vote thereon, and forward copies 
of such statement, properly certified, to the President and Vice-President of the 
United States, to each Cabinet minister, Senator, Member of the House of |] 
sentatives, and to the governor of each State and Territory 

Now, for your information as to the actual sentiment of the citizens of this State 
touching the question of the continuance of Chinese immigration, and in pursuance 


te pre 


of law, I have the honor to transmit to you the foreg gy statement 
Very respectfully 
WILLIAM IRWIN 
G r 
iE LARGE FOREIGN IMMIGRATION IN RHODE ISLAN 


A political system is to be judged mainly by its results. 
well upon those to whom it is applied, this is the strongest argument 
in its favor. It was attempted to be shown, before the committee, at 
Providence, that the restriction upon the foreign suffrage discouraged 
immigration. All the arguments, all the speculations, all the opin 
ions to this effect are dissipated by the invincible arithmetic of 
the census. Under our suffrage laws the foreign-born population of 
the State has increased in a greater ratio than in any other of the 
“Old Thirteen,” being 25.5 per cent. of the total number. New York 
exceeds it in this respect nominally by one-half of 1 per cent., the 
ratio in that State being 26 percent. But New York contains the 
great port of immigration, and there are always present in that State 


If it works 


| thousands of immigrants, newly arrived, and only temporarily res- 


| ident. 


Of the permanently resident, Rhode Island undoubtedly has 
a greater proportion than New York, and no other State equals it, 
even nominally. The following table furnishes the actual and rel 
ative number of persons of foreign birth in each of the Old Thirteen 
for the three last censuses. Previously to 1850 no account was taken 
of the nativity of the population in the enumeration of the census. 





highest honors, whom your predecessor descended from the chair to | I take the figures of the ninth census, as the returns of the census 
welcome, and as a mark of respect to whom the Senate took a recess. | just concluded are not accessible: 
1370. 1861 ' 
States Foreign-born. Foreign-born Foreign- bor 
Total pop- Lotal pop Fotal pop = 
ulation. ulation. ilation. 
Absolute. Per cent Absolute Per cent Absolute I cent 
Vonnecticut COUNSO SS OERS SSK ewes snedeesecdceceecessuasce 537, 454 113, 639 21.1 160, 147 =O, € 17.5 70, 792 i 4 
DNS hi os natin kasedyas 125, 015 0, 136 7.3 112, 20¢ x2 11, 532 5,2 7 
1, 184, 109 11, 127 9 1, O57, QR 1.1 6. 125 6. 488 
750, 894 #3, 412 10.7 687, 049 11.3 33, 034 200 8. 8 
1, 457, 351 333, 319 24.2 | 1,231, o6¢ 4,514 164, 024 
314, 300 29, 611 9.3 26, O73 | 6.4 317, 976 14, 2¢ j 
906, 096 188, 043 20.9 ) } 12.3 129, 555 M8 12.2 
1, 138, 353 | 28 } 1, } 25.8 3, 097, 394 ( 9 2 
: ; 3 869, 039 > 5s 
: : 15. 5 2 | 14.8 2 311, 786 103, 417 13 
. ode SN GU dak is Guacaks din gueike vacances 25.5 21.4 147.545 3 992 16.2 
Se Rais ibnlles J55si~adkesedsiersecce ces 11 1.4 663, 507 R707 1 
Virginia and Weat Virginia. ..........c.c0. cecececccces ee | 22) 1.421. 661 22, 985 t 
16, 875, 426 2, 570, 193 090 2, 100, 416 co 14.2 42 269, 520 1, 357, 220 11.1 


Without drawing invidious comparisons with other States, it is 
enough to say that the foreign-born population of Rhode Island is 
“surpassed by that of any other State in intelligence, in industry, 
in thrift, and in respectability. More than five thousand of them, 





males above the age of twenty-one years, are the holders of landed 
estates ; and the possession of land is a most respectable thing in any 
man. The man who has bought a lot of land has acquired the habits 
of frugality. He casts about him for the means to erect upon ita 
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home for himself and fam He sends his children to school; he | 
improves himself and them, and sets an example to his fellow-citizens, 
which raises them as well as himself in the scale of respectability. | 
Nor has there been any prejudice against electing foreign-born citi- 
zeus to high trusts of honor and profit. They have been chosen to | 
both houses of our General Assembly, to Congress, and to the general 
oflices of the State. Our present secretary ol State, eleven times suc- 








cessfully elected, is of foreign birth. a 
Phe deposits in the savings banks are regarded as a good criterion 


of the thrift and prosperity of the laboring classes of a community. 


In Rhode Island these deposits are largely held by the foreign-born 





citizens, who form a great part of our laboring population. These 
deposits in several of the most prosperous States are as follows: 
In New York the average deposit te population is. ...... iseu ‘ .. $65 15 | 
; the average deposit to population is.. oi ae - 128 95 | 

average deposit to population is........ 134 35 
i the average deposit to population is. .......----. cccsece BS 

tAGE IN RHODE ISLAND DOES NOT PRACTICALLY AFFECT 


PRESENTATION IN CONGRESS. 

Y think I have shown that neither the limitation upon the sutirage 
nor the mode of amendment provided in the constitution takes from 
Rhode Island the claim to a republican form of government, which 
the Iece ral Constitution guarantees to every State. Equally un- 
founded is the objection that our limitation upon the suffrage endan- 
gers our representation in the House of Representatives. The four- | 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States provides | 
that if the right to vote is denied to any of the male inhabitants of | 
a State twenty-one years of age and citizens of the United States, or 
; y abridged, except for participation in rebellion or other 
2 basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the 
proportion which the number of such maie citizens shall bear to the 
whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 
This undoubtedly reduces our representation in the proportion which 
the naturalized citizens disqualified by reason of the freehold re- 
quirement bears to the whole number of our male population of the | 
requisite age. The number of naturalized citizens thus disqualified, | 
is ascertained by the census, is a little over two thousand; and count- 
ing these against us, and not counting various other disqualifications which 
should equally reduce the representation in other States, the population of 
Rhode Island was found to be still sufficient to entitle us to a second 
Re pre sentative. 





N of male citizens of the United States re siding in the State of Rhode Island 
1, 1x70, who were report din the United States census returns as“ of twenty- 
ears of age and upward, whose right to vote is denied or abridged on other 
ds than rebellion or other crime. 








stol County 





— tb 
Kent County 
OEE 5 inccne ten dckedasbavenesucevsys op esnbeSensenwensasanes 64 
East Greenwich ...........-- a Ooo mer eesees secesseecnascescceonce 2 | 
SE Seo ec cckandbhesciecéne seasabpeedees ees bbb eebar bebe A 29 | 
We OEE CTO NO vinn occ cecesesccens vencccccsccndoccnesesececeeesce ) | 
—— 104 
Newport County 
Jamestown eee eh tbbe RUEks RRR anh eT ee ninb eaacinn ine ( | 
Ltes® OOMDEON. «one s2s enecse isis MeLkan bapSbe handeehAehe ws e ethics 15 
Middletown adel ids ce recasvecccccscs cosccesecosesevece coseesscesce 2 
Newport scat tlic tae Sores vir Me esa cin ro fa Os Ugh ca Spek G—es\ bbe eeeoeh es i ten ) | 
Ne TDD... ic setebhs enh etas tines kGRehSS MEER RE SAUDE CODE ARMAREOeeeere | 
Portsmouth... Ok pt eRe ks OhAREDD SED DOR OSES CES EEReE CES ESCO: ll | 
POO ccckndocnckdeduns de akbinebsdubensnsbbO) bent enenécssesaténe ; 101 
— 165 | 
Providence County | 
Burrillville ...... iin Maat Cia amine a ki iidie hi icshieenneee 12 
I so Sos as RES en eet amnsnbehssokanhscewe } | 
NN oo cateeidieds eEbb shee beedhs ete ied Wekbanseas tue 21 | 
i ss tee eke shi haben ee thee ae Reenedbebeae de ate “4 | 
Foster Sie heh Ceti hbSeadbeSbkbecnsees Fikes ws bhSKSONERS SS becbowne 12 | 
EN EE iivesiavkcn boatadenebiaauaeie be 11 | 
CS ee eee Saw SdkekeRes eas aNseeh eee beeoeee 15 j 
BEGG PEOVIOCMOS. cccccccccncsccece Sik puboih bwedkets dan akbedisutoskece 60 | 
Pe i cet nkieeneisene Sshbeebasipuhbiaas Sabahahuneruncesuncs 9 
i ctheetnOnebens dnnedecncs oncke56G0b GhneukEeevonesuses cee 1, 157 | 
Re Oi inate lieed a eaten peed ce hh cbhibae ee eee Neeeeeest ke of 7 
hbk s dete ennins Rene siiabendhesetadansabeantneen bean xv 47 | 
Cee es oak em ince GAARA WES On acs bic ee 105 | 


—— 1,571 


Washington County 





PE <i cikcusccenesee epeses cee bdba aS bOOesACES HORS OEDSEdaCeée0 l 
i cht hhdvenned beak behesesebossennsce eevesabadad die cabanas 5 
HOpKiImtom. ... 2s cccrcoccccsess oe ac ecwecwnnce ceccvccceccce scence ccs 32 
North Kingstown..... .. peabtagubsessonsibaeseseenabesseseudhsnnves 10 
Richmond ........ oS SUSRESES SeSSteceeesas $eShadtSENE ES S4abOSC0 50 
i ED kebenne shan wes senesced b0aces o0bsenbnbsdences 0cbeeece 43 | 
DPN « dcccdensGhassiehbhekbaes +4 0000u866ssaeninwbeeenee os 13 
—_ 154 
I a ie el ee ee eee 2, 060 


Almost or quite every State disqualifies citizens under this provision 
of the Federal Constitution. The requirement of the payment of a | 
tax, of residence, of the ability to read and write, all deny or abridge 
the right to vote, for other reason than participation in the rebellion | 
or other crime; and the number of citizens disqualified by these re- | 
quirements must be deducted from the number of citizens of full 
age, in making the apportionment for the States in which these dis- 
qualifications prevail. Certainly if the representation of Rhode Island | 
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| ity to read and write; to Connecticut, which requires th. 


| mating the representative ratio of these States, the number 


| each State, and in the United States, while it perhaps has not authority enou 
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be reduced, at the next apportionment, in consequence of the } 

tions upon the suffrage in that State, a similar reduction a ‘ehita. 
to Delaware, Pennsylvania, Tenneasee, Massachusetts ed aptly 
shire, Georgia, and Virginia, which require the payment os Hany 
a qualification for suffrage; to Vermont, which requires th 
take a freeman’s oath that he will cast his vote with a rec. 
best interests of the State; to Massachusetts, which 1 


“a tay as 
® Voter + 
& regard to 1 
quires the 4]; 
abilit 


In « 


to fultill these conditions must be deducted. m 
Again, the qualification of residence differs largely in the 
States. In most of them it is one year, butin Iowa, Nebraska K 
sas, and Nevada, it is six months; in Kentucky it is two rt — 
Maine it is three months; in Minnesota it is four months, Mier. 
discriminates largely against citizens of foreign birth, The reaia . 
qualification in that State is three months for native citizens and + 
years and six months for foreigners, who have declared their inten; 
to be naturalized. Pennsylvania discriminates not only agains: ,:. 
zens born out of the country, but against citizens of the United tag 
born out of Pennsylvania. The residence qualification for gyi. 
in Pennsylvania is one year, except for citizens of foreign birth. x 
must have been citizens of the United States for at least one : 


read, and that the voter shall be of good moral character 


VO 
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| and six months for natives of the State who have removed from; 


and returned. 

Now, how shall all these ditferences be marshaled, so as to aseaysai, 
a standard by which to fix the suffrage, a standard of departure “Se 
which to estimate the disqualification? To require any term of », q.. 
dence is to abridge the right of suffrage ; but if all the States require 
the same term the question would be easy of solution. Shall we tal. 
the standard of Maine, which is three months, and reckon. as » 





, a8 an 


| abridgment of the right of suffrage, all those who have resided +}, 


t LUTE 


months in Kentucky, but are denied the right because they haya ) 


resided there two years? And shall we, in the States that reqyira 


one year’s residence, thus reckon those that have a residence of ws 2 
months, but who lack the full term of one year? Shall we likewisa 
reckon in Pennsylvania the naturalized citizens, otherwise quali: i 
who lack the requirement of thirty days’ citizenship, and in Noy 
York those that lack ten days, and in Michigan those that lack tha; 
of two years and six months? 

And shall we take the standard of that State, (Michigan,) wh 
permits civilized Indians, natives of the United States, to vote, ang 
take account of all persons of this class who are excluded from the 
suffrage in other States, and cut down the representative ratio ac- 





| cordingly? It will be readily seen that it is quite impossible t 


carry out this provision in all the States. And, if it cannot be car- 
ried out in all, it is manifestly unequal and unjust to apply it to one. 
‘he law for taking the ninth census, the returns of which I have 


quoted, made no provision for taking the enumeration of the persons 
thus disfranchised. A constitutional provision does not generally 
execute itself; it requires the aid of an act of Congress or of the Ex- 
ecutive. The very imperfect enumeration of these classes of citizens 
was undertaken, without the requirements of the law, which made no 
provision for it, and only because the Constitution seemed to require 
what the law had failed to prescribe the mode of doing. 

The Superintendent of the Census and the Secretary of the Interior 
furnish official testimony to the worthlessness of the returns for the 
purpose of the fourteenth amendment. The Superintendent of the 
Census says in his report: 

To schedule No. 1 two inquiries were added (Nos. 19 and 20) in congion ewit 
what was believed to be the requirements of the fourteenth amendment to t! 
Constitution, The first was intended to obtain the number of male citizens of t 
United States in each State of twenty-one years and upward. The second, to: 
tain the number of such citizens whose right to vote is denied or abridged on other 
grounds than rebellion or other crime. No anticipations were entertained that ta 
results of these inquiries would be of value for the purpose for which directly the 
were introduced into the schedule, but it was believed that, in the absence ot 
legislative provision for determining these two classes of the population, in 0 
to carry out the requirements of the fourteenth amendment, the Department w 
not be clear if it neglected to make the attempt, it being the only executive ora. 
through which, without such special provision, the information could be obtained, 
and the present being the only time in ten years when the attempt could bem uli 

The census is not the proper agency for such an inquiry. The questions of at. 
zenship and of the denial of suffrage to rightful citizens are mixed questions f 
law and fact, which an assistant marshal is not competent to decide. No Y : 
lar value is attached to the results of these questions, so far as the original objec 
is concerned, but incidentally it is believed information of value has been obtaines. 
The count thus required of the total number of male citizens above twenty 

















et been 


be used in reducing the representative rights of a sovereign State, has y 
carefully made, and is believed to be as exact as most statistical results. Th 
formation is of a kind never before obtained in the country and has certain) 
important bearing upon political philosophy and political history in the Un! 





| States. 


And the Secretary of the Interior fully indorses this in a communi 
sation to the House of Representatives, in which he says: 

It is necessary to state, in transmitting these tables, that the Department bes 
posed to give but little credit to the returns made by assistant marshals in a 
to the denial or abridgment of suffrage. The unfavorable judgment of the I a 
ment in respect to this single class of statistics is formed, first, from the applic 
tion of certain statistical tests, and, second, from a consideration of the agt some 
employed, which are not deemed adequate to the determination of the numerot 
questions of difficulty and nicety which are involved. 


DISQUALIFICATION OF CITIZENS. liac 
Any reduction of our representation, in consequence of our peculai 








just equally apply to the States which require the payment 

as a qui alifics ation for voting, or exc ~ ae ul length of resi- 
r education, or a good moral character. I should like to see 
nerator taking the census of the persons disqualified by that 
_ A distinguished citizen of Massachusetts has declared 
tax { and edu cational qu: vlifications in that State disfranehised 


tax. 


€, ¢ 






os thousand of its inhabitants, fifty times as many as the 
ys returns render as disq us vlified by ‘th © real-estate qui ilification 
*hode Island. This gentleman estimates that, by the enforcement 


he four rteenth amendment, the ré presentation of Massachusetts 

. reduced from eleven to eight. What reduction the strict 
tion of the fourteenth amendment might make - a @ repre- 
on of other States, it would be diflic ult to caleulat e. It was 
in the debate on the last apportionment, that it would 
representation of two great States about on a '. Onthis 
vo late Mr. Kerr, afterward Speaker of the House of Represent- 
Congressional Globe, second session, Forty-second Con- 








vas, said, 


amendment was declared ratified on the 16th of June, 1 
wre did not then ¢ sist in the Ste ute s. It was denied by the States of the 
-came the policy of the Rept n party and of Congress to require 
rhe ] and C ongress hesitated at first to propose to enforce it 
ce the resort tothe indirect mode contained in the section under con 
“It is punitive in its character and object. It practically said to the 


rteenth “66. 


lica 





arty 











anit 3 flrage, or your representation here + l be reduced.” It 
ation of asort of force tothe § s tocompel them to accept the views 
It was then never pretended by any one, in or out of Congress, that 


ffect any States except such as might deny suffrage 


s intended to a 






sses of its citizens on some ground of race, color, nationality, or other 
inheres in and constitutes a part of the identity or individuality of 

- und whic part of the n, Was permanent and fixed 

4 netic re reg m concerning the exercise 

1 as previous re ‘ egistration, or the payment of taxes. 





its enactm<¢ 
al to contemporaneous ¢ 


n this section 


story of 
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Dy 
Sa 


nstruc 
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In order to exp! 
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' 1 6. and le ng before the ratification of the fifteenth amendment, 
<tates of the South were reorganized ; new constitutions were for: med by 

i those constitutions were submitted to the Congress of the United States 

tion or-approval. Those constitutions involved many provisions 

rthe construction to-day put upon the second section of the fourteenth 

are in direct conflict with it Notab ly, the constitution of the State 

requires that ¢ lectors, before they shall be allowed to vote, shall not only 


ered, but shall have paid a certain tax. Other constitutions of the South- 





Ss s‘contain somewhat similar but not quite the s provisions. Those 
ons so framed and adopte d by those I eople have been approved by Con- | 
ave been by you in this House solemn adjudged to be not only “re- 


fori but alsoin entire harmony with the Constitution of ~ » United 

g¢ the fourteenth amendm« nt It was never cested by way of 
V p of them that their ratio of rem esentation in this body ought to be 
» they required the citizen to reside a certain length of time in the 
“l or lose 





sug: 


nto ar 














fore voting, or to go and have himself registere his vote, or to pay 
poll-tax or be denied his vot It wi ever intimated against them that 
age by any such States amounted to adenial or abridgment 

for other causes than participation in rebellion, or for 

t h, 1870, after nearly all of these « titutions had been 
t enth amet iment was declared to have been ratit by three-fourths 








sof the Union. Why was the fifteenth amendment proposed to the 

8 I submit, Mr. Chairman, that the entire re singie object of the fif- 
amendment was to accomplish by more direct, effective, and speedy means 
ry end proposed to be accomplished under the secon d section of the four- 
mendment. ‘The only difference is that under the second section of the 
eenth amendment it was propose d that by a sort of punitive regulation in the 


on of the United States the States should be forced to grat 
rt people without any distinctions based seen eene or race or nationality, or 
rcause or qualities thatinhere in and mnstitt ite a part of the individuality 
The adopti on of this pol icy was considered to be too slow under the 
section of the fourteenth amendmen The States did not receive very 
1¢ suggestion made in that section. Son ie of the States were not willing 
it. They were willing possibly to suffer a reduction in their represent . 
e rather than volunts wily adopt universal suffrage, Hence, the policy con- 
nd forced upon the country by the republican majority in Congress, of 
velling by a fifteenth amendment the giving of suffrage to the negroes, was a 
tical abandonment of this second section, as ineffective and insuflicient to ac 
ish the establishment of their polic yon thi ssubjectin the South. Does not 
§ latter amendment, therefore, in legal « 
ourteenth amendment ? 
ave looked in vain through the entire discussions that took place upon the 
teenth amendment to find one single utterance from the mouth of any gentle 
1on either side of this House which indicates an understanding in his mind at 
ne that the purpose of this second section was to require the States of this 
n to surrender or cea ise to exercise their constitutional right without any con- 
ent loss of representation here, te regulate the manner in which the suffrage 
‘tould be enjoyed and exercised by their citizens, or to require that there should 
certai n vious residence in the State, district, and voting precinct, or that 
e should bea previous registration of the voters, ora previous payment of a 
wa by the voter, or compliance with any other estic requlatior n mtended 
regulate suffr: 


it suffrage to 








upersede the second section of 





age, protect the ballot-box, secure the parity y of elections, and ke ep 
ns irom voting who are not bona fide resi idents and citizens. Every State of 
South and of the whole cot try does these things, and no question was ever 


re — 


ng this section, then, in the light of these contemporaneous acts and con- 
ctions and @ xpressions of opinion, intent, and purpose [I hold it to be clear that 
sole object of this second section, both in the minds of its framers and in the 
of its hi istory and of sound reason, was and ought now to be held to be merely to 
bit the Statés of this Union from denying suffrage to any class of their citizens 
any ground of race, or color, or nationality, or any other quality which inheres 
Ae person and constitutes a part of the individuality of the voter. This con- 
‘ction is consistent with the idea of leaving some powers to the States, and not 


: ay SP sponging them out or reducing them to mere slavish dependence on the 
oe Ongress, 








"I er you give to the constitutional provision this construction you make it easy 

Congress of the United States to observe and enforce it: So long as you 

; re reference alone to those limitations upon the right of suffrage whic “h are of 

or ptacter to which I have referred you find that the determination of the num- 

pectors in each of the States thus deprived of suffrage becomes not only 
but easy and simple. 
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The census $s can then no trouble 











nave 1 ining how many sons 
| are denied the right of suffrage, and on what grounds—of race, color, nat 
or other cause pe rtaining to or existing in the . rsons of tl ® voters Bu vou 
hold, for e xample, that no State shall require the payment of a poll aS a 
| tion prece dent to the exercise of suffrage, and then a State, as it ar n 
the States of Georgia and Pennsylvania in fact do, declares that no citizen shall 
vote until he pays the re quired tax, and you attempt to determine the 1 
electors heat right is - is denied or abridged, how will you ed, a 
rule will you adopt? Will you say to those States th t they s] ! 
sentation here because 4 eright of suffrage of all their citizens is abr ( 
will you attempt to ascertain the actual numbers who do not or cannot p 
| quired tax, and then reduce the representative rights of those States in Co 83 


| modes 





ther is 


, take the State of Massachusetts, in which 
nd of Rhode Island, in which there is a pr \ 
cation required of Will you attempt to ascertain how many voters in thos 
States do not possess the requisite ability to read and write, or own the r 
amount of property, and then reduce their representation here proport 
jut the men who cannot read and write to-day may do so a week 
the next election ; so the poor man may acquire the requisite property. Lt 
to me that any attempts of this kind would be most unsatisfactory and 1 ife 
by which to settle the representation of a State in this House. But if these 
forbidden qualifications are limited to such as I have mentioned, the process 
comes easy and simple. It m nferred that I approve the policy « y of the 
States of Massa a ‘tts and Rhode Island in the regulation of suffrage tl I 
do not, but I think they retain the power to so regulate it without violation of tl } 
ond section of th % vurteenth amendment. I think tt s bet and 
struction of it. If, under this section, no disqualifications are considered 
bidden such relate to 1 color, nationality, or ot! quality 


on n, then there is 1 for these matters are permanent, fi and palpa 
le, and easily ascet 


in that proportion ? 
telligence qualificatic 
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tained. When aState requires of the voter residence, payment 

of taxes, owne rship of some property, or previous registration, 1t does not abso 
] ute ly deny or e suffrage, but only prescribes a mode by which the elector 
shall come int tual enjoyment of it, shall exercise it, and leaves it always 
in the power « lector by compliance to attain and exercise it. These regula 
tions are in the ‘nature of police regulations and only touch the mannerof enjoy } 

This construction—not free from doubt, I agree—seems to me to be most in hat 
mony with the spirit of the whole Constitution, the particular language in this 
section, and the rights and digni f the States. It secures to the States the ri 
to regulate their own domesti icy according to their own judgment. 

Mr. Chairman, this construction enables us to proceed at once on the informa 
tion we now have to make a just and fair apportionment. We need no delay 
no further statistics, no angry attack upon any States, no departure from the 





golden rule of numbers in apportioning Representatives to the several States. It 
best maintains relations of equality and harmony among them. The statistics sent 
us from the Census Bureau of the number of persons in each State denied suffrage 


or abridged in its enjoyment for other reasons than participation in rebellion, o1 





for other crime, are wholly unreliable and in my judgment ot no value in this busi 
ness. They do not inform us what the grounds of denial aro in the respective 
States. They only inform the House that in each State there are certain numbers 


of persons who are denied the right of suffrage for reasons other than participation 


in crime or in the rebellion. For example, in my own State of Indiana this report 
shows six hundred and nine persons are denied the right to vote for other reasons 
than those named. When I state to ceaielliahs men of this House why those six hun 


dred and nine are denied the right to vote I think they will agree that it was never 










intended by this amendment that you should deduct those persons from the basis 
of representation. Those six hundred and nine persons are idiots or insane per 
sons disqualified by the laws of nature. 

Are we to be punished in our representation here for the State of Indiana be 
cause we do not suffer those insane and idiotic persons to go to the polls and vote? 
It is equally true, I have no doubt, that a large per cent. of all these denials in all 
the other States is for these same reasons of idiocy and in And shall it be 
said that a State shall be denied representation here becaus prescribes the qual 
ification of sanity as a basis for a right to vote—because its law reco es sanity 








as needful for the safe and proper exercise of the sacred franchis« of suffrage ? 
Surely that will not be attempted 

It may be said by gentlemen on the other side that if we concede the right of a 
State to require the payment of a tax at all it follows logically a State may 
require the payment of a tax of any amount it pleases, and thus may make the 
amount of the tax an engine of oppression and tyranny. In reply I have only to 
say that from arguments of that kind Congress does not and cannot acquire power 
We must get our power from the letter and from the intent and meaning of the 
Constitution. If a State government attempts an act of that kind, it will become 
instantly odious in the State itself, and its own people will combine and agitate 
against it, and require that such legislation shall be reversed, and that the popu 
lar rights of the people of the country in the matter of suffrage shall be pro 
tected and maintains d under all circumstances. But I say that those regulations 


to which I have referred, including this one, are not intended to deny to any classes 
the right of suffrage absolutely or unconditionally. Itappears to me fair toassume 
that the effect, the legal and constitutional effect, of the ratification of the fifteenth 
amendment, as I before said, is to supe rsede and practically to do away with the 
second section of the fourteenth amendment under the fifteenth amend 
ment, no State hereafter can do any of those things which would involve a denial 
of the lasses of its people for reasons based upon color, or ra 








lee ause 


right of suffrage to cl 
or nationality, or any qualities that belong to them personally 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WuyrtTe i 
ing hour has expired. 

Mr. GARLAND. I move that the Senator have leave to con 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Arkansas asks 
that unanimous consent be granted to the Senator from Rhode Island 
to conclude his remarks. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, 
and the Senator from Rhode Island will proceed. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I agree with Mr. Kerr, tha 
construction which he puts upon the c onstitutional provision is “ not 
free from doubt.” Nor can any construction, practicable of execu- 
tion, be put upon it that is free from doubt. It requires the advice 
of a lawyer, in each individual case, and is a matter far beyond the 

sapacity of an ordinary census enumerator; nor would it be at all 
practic able to obtain a just and legal enunciation of the disqualifi- 
cation under it. Mr. Kerr’s construction is rather an exposition of 
what the provision should be, or is intended to be, than what it really 
is. Yetitis the best that seems to be obtainable. We have no reason, 
therefore, to apprehend that the denial or abridgment of the right of 
suffrage, in our State, will work against us in the apportionment more 
than similar denial or abridgment, for other reasons, will work against 


nthe chair.) The morn- 
lude. 


ra 


t the 


| other States; nor that any reduct tion will thereby be made in our rep- 


| resentation that will not apply in as great or greater degree to most 


| of the other States. 
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In the course of the debate upon the resolution, which is the foun- 
dation of these reports, something was said upon this question of the 
right of Rhode Island to the representation which she enjoys 1n the 
other House of Congress; and Senators representing larger States 
saw fit to sneer at her for the narrow limits of her territory and the 
pancity of her population. Her territory is as large as it was when 
she entered the Union ; entered it, not admitted into it, by the grace 
of Congress, as were some of the larger States, whose representatives 
on this floor have not deemed it in bad taste to make themselves 
merry at her size; not acquired by purchase, without consulting the 
population whose allegiance was violently transferred ; not wrung, 
by conquest, from a neighboring power ; but entered it, of her own free 
will, and of her own right, as one of the Old Thirteen, that together 
achieved the independence of the country, and made us a nation. 

EQUAL REPRESENT ATION SECURED LY THE CONSTITUTION. 

Her equal representation in this body is secured to her by the com- 
mon Constitution, on which the largest States depend for the defini- 
tion of their rights and the protection of their liberties. Her rep- 
resentation in the other House is given to her by the law made in 
pursuance of that Constitution. I donot deem it needful to defend 
her rights to either. Comparison between States, never decorous in 
either branch of the Government, are especially inappropriate in this 
Chamber, where the Senatorsare the equal representatives of equal 
States. But the discussion is forced upon us, and we meet it. Claim- 
ing nothing for myself, personally, yet as representing, in part, the 
State of Rhode Island, I deem myself the peer of any Senator, how- 
ever numerous his constituents, and spread over however many miles 
of territory, he may have at his back. It has been said that oursuf- 
frage includes but 24,000 voters, and that, therefore, we are not enti- 
tled to two Representatives in the House. Representation is not 
based by the Constitution upon voters, but upon numbers, with the 
restriction of the fourteenth amendment, which, I have already shown, 
does not cut down our representative population, below the limit that 
entitles us to a second Representative, not even when the reduction 
made by this amendment is applied to us, and not to other States, to 
which it is equally applicable. We are entitled, therefore, to our two 
Representatives by the strict construction of the Constitution and 
the law. The ratio of representation is 134,675, and the fraction 
of Rhode Island, after deducting this number from her representa- 
tive population, was found to be sufficient to entitle her to a second Rep- 
resentative under the law. Holding one Representative by virtue 
of a fraction, she is not expected to have the same number of voters 
as a State that receives two Representatives on a full ratio. 

But while I utterly deny the pertinency of the argument adduced 
against the representation of Rhode Island, I may ask, why is a rule 
suggested against that State which is not applied to other States ? 
if the representation in the House were based on voters, instead of on 
population, the political majority would be largly reversed, for the 
number of persons who voted for the Republican minority in that 
body exceed the number who voted for the majority by more than 
two hundred thousand. I have here a list of congressional districts, 
every one of them democratic, that gave less than ten thousand votes 
each at the last election of Representatives : 

Alabama: 


i ae 9,516 

VE St are aN Nal ahaa as ar Coal 7,075 

I a a al a org oe ok os ase edi a Y, 271 

IRI 5 ic i a a i ean ak 2,747 
Georgia: 

iN a i aa 2, 628 

RU a re Sips Mend beda kee 3, 192 

Ce ee eed eae ued aceaneas 3, 413 
Arkansas : 

EO hols dh wank bois SEOMEARER EEE RGw seem es cenien’ 8, 863 

I och Eo a a a la i 7, 326 
Kentucky : 

Neen eT ee i aah 7,778 
Mississippi : 

i gi a aaa 4, 040 

Nee a aa hr 4,671 

i a a ee ae au Babee oe oe as eawaice 5,413 
Virginia: 

Third district............. EMAA Whee 6004 bNE ORS Co dnedvadeds 9, 959 
North Carolina : 

Re ee cine seh ais duos ope ede wae bbe cana cadue 5, 166 

Neen ee Le 8, 403 

iE ach bets aon nee panne nnkeee Rennes knanad enna oe 2, 894 


And the tenth district of Tennessee returned 10,078 votes. 

Here are eighteen districts that returned an average of 6,246 votes. 
Why is it not complained that the States in which these districts are 
situated are overrepresented? But Senator after Senator, from those 
States, rose and said that in those districts there was practically no 
opposition. Doesit not occur to them that this may be true in Rhode 
Island? In the first district of Rhode Island, the more populous, but 
where the vote was the smaller, there was practically no contest. 
The vote might have been doubled with a severe contest. 

The whole number of voters in Rhode Island is 42,741. The num- 
ber returned as voting for members of Congress was 18,461. Bristol 
County, with a voting population of 1,871, returned a vote of 830; 
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Cov entry, W ith a voting population of 901, returned 494: Wo, 
with 1,775 voters, returned 1,154; Newport, With 2,232 returnea 
. . * ~~ e =, FOU 1*] 
Burrillville, with 772, returned 501; Cranston, with 997 rety one 7) 
‘ i ; + ° v9, Teturn 
East Providence, with 812, returned 370; Lincoln, with 1,12 


ed: 





a : aan He “A, retur, 
569; Pawtucket, with 2,757, returned 1,471; Scituate with wg 
turned 345; Providence City, with 16,631, returned’ 5g. se 
Kingstown, with 893, returned 460; South Kingstown, with on.” 


turned 472, and Westerly, with 1,001, returned 495. 
The State census of 1575 returns the number of yo 


+ 
vs at 427 


| whom 5,364 were of foreign birth. The Senators from the am 
| which I have referred say that their voters have a right to «.. 


home and refrain from voting. Have not the voters of Rhode 
anequal right? And in Rhode Island no voter is kept from tp 
by violence or intimidation. Can the Senators from those Stat De 
the same ? hice 
Nor is Rhode Island the only State that receives an addit 
Representative by virtue of afraction? Sixteen other States cee 
resented in the same way. They are: ' 


Isiay 


SS date edad se nwhids eReader eee ; aNeWieh Rbbteaks sei: 107 31 
A ee Cee nce pRADAA Neh dkaccce 106, 
SUUIRT cine inc ois Gis ano bis Se ueeea a aA aGe cent ae 103.7 
IR ints nica anen ble takeemele © meee cece ce weee cece cece 10; 1 


DO, coc cc ae dk heh ana cee Whee pia adh amass week cus 
Michigan. ...-.. 2.222 --2200 cone ceeees coc eee cone cece cecees ag 
Seeger rer ere Heniesbatade ca 4 

DD Cistbe is June duweee duchasu PaOW while WRUNG SS Sues eecdcus. Q8 


The basis was 134,675 representative population. 

Additional Representatives were allowed to the following Sto: 
by the supplemental apportionment act, approved May 3v, jst 
Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Tennessee, Lonisia 
Alabama, and Florida. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE SUFFRAGE LEFT TO THE STATES 

The limits of the suffrage, within the provisions of the Federal ( 
stitution, are left to the States; they prescribe its bounds and 
conditions. These conditions vary in the different States, accordi: 
to the pleasure of each, and so long as they do not violate the ( 
stitution of the United States—as the suffrage of Rhode Island cl 
does not—the other States and the General Government have no. 
cerninthem. Especially do the qualifications for the suffrage of cit 
zens of foreign birth differ in the different States, as I have alr 
shown. In some, not even naturalization is required, and only ares 
dence of three months. This I regard as a shamefal abuse of th 
right of suffrage; but it is no concern of mine or of any other per 
sons, without the States where it prevails. In New York City, th 
cbief port of immigration, when an emigrant ship arrives on the day 
of election, it is said that the passengers march, or did march, befor 
the passage of the supervisor law, from the ship to the polls, an 
with forged naturalization papers put into their hands, vote befor 
they have learned to perjure themselves in intelligible English. 

But while I hold that this discussion is wholly impertinent to this 
Chamber, while I base the right of Rhode Island to her representatio 
upon the Constitution and the laws, and deny the right of any one, her 
or elsewhere, to question it, I will, since the question has been raise: 
present some facts to show that she is not unworthy of the Union 0 
which she isa member. Her territory is to the area of the Union 
1 to 1,361; her population is as 1 to 175. Her territory is well tille 
and she is the most densely populated State in the Union, her pop 
lation being 206 to the square mile—I take the census of 1970), wit: 
the extent of territory corrected ; that of 1875 returns 244—while tha 
of the whole country, Territories excluded, is 21 to the square mi\ 
of the Old Thirteen 49 to the square mile. This exceeds in densi 
the population, not only of any other State in the Union, but 
Spain, Austria, Prussia, or France, and very largely of the averaz 
of Europe. She is the thirty-eighth State in respect to terror, 
the thirty-second in respect of population, and when the inter! 


taxes were highest, she was the tenth in her return of internal te’ 








enue to the Federal Government. With a population of 217,309, 
the census of 1870, her contribution to the Treasury from inter! 
taxes was greater than those of California with 560,247; hen! 
diana with 1,680,637; than Kentucky with 1,321,011; than Micig* 
with 1,184,059; lacking but $75,875.27 of as much as Louisiana W" 
a population of 726,915; more than double the amount returned » 
Tennessee with 1,258,520; four times as much as West Virginia Wt 
more than double her population. With one-twentieth the pop 
tion of New York she returned more than one-twelfth as much inte 


. suleanis he Tt 
nal revenue; with one-tenth the population of Pennsylvania si 


turned more than one-seventh as much revenue; with one-elevent! 


+ ° ° ir a ly 4 
the population of Illinois she returned more than one-third, near! 


per cent. as much internal revenue. The congressional district i 


which I live returned a greater amount than either one of twen 
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cratesof the Union. When the city of Chicago was devastated 
os wf | visitation of fire, and the sympathies of the whole people 
need, Rhode Island, although the thirty-second State in pop- 
uree we 


and, although her insurance oflices su l, 


ffered, some of them 
by the disaster, and although her whole business com- 


ruin, . . ° : : 
ehared, directly and indirectly, in the terrible calamity, she 
shth State in the amount of her contributions for the relief 
~ tietressed fellow-citizens ; and when the pestilence broke out 
r aistsst 


nth her heart and her hand were alike open. 


S 
r presentation in the House of Representatives—her right to 
ests he law, and she would be equally entitled to it if none 


ests on tl 





wea were true—but I refer to them to show that she is not un- 
of the privileges that she enjoys. National greatness is not 


the square mile, nor are State rights computed by the 


t ereater length than I have expected, 


- } 
ntouched a 


yet leaving many 
nd others slightly elaborated, I have endeavored 
institutions of the State which I have the honor in 
present, and which have been assailed by those who have 

over them, and misrepresented by those who have no 
Our institutions may be peculiar; our people are 
They 


d the 
to Te 
thority 
rn in them. 


iar, and they have the right to enjoy their peculiarities. 


satisfied With the government which their fathers ordained, and | 


they have maintained. That this government is not distaste- 
to others is proved by the large addition made to our population, 


the neighboring States and from foreign countries, till it has | 


0 e the most densely populated State i 
become weary of their form of government they will, in their 
‘way, in theirown time, and at their own pleasure, change it; but 
vas they are content with it, and it does not infringe upon the 
nstitution, Which is the supreme law over us all, they will not alter 
, dictation of those who neither enjoy its benefits nor suffer 


1 the Union. When the 


i 
I 
r! 


GENEVA AWARD. 


Mr. GARLAND. I gave notice of a motion to take up the Geneva 


rd bill to-day, but the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs}] has | 


called out of his seat on account of sickness, : 
»when itistaken up. I 
on Tuesday. 


MESSAGE 


, and he desires to 
now give notice that I will call up 


FROM THE 
message from the House of Represe 


HOUSE. 
itives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 


nte 


bike 


ApaMs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
¢ bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 
\ bill (H. R. No. 301) for the relief of William R. Wilmer; 


A] H. R. No. 802) granting a pension to Wyatt Botts: 

\ bill (H. R. No. 853) granting a pension to Caroline Stief ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 936) relinquishing the right of the United States to 
sland therein named ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 1259) granting a pension to Phineas Gano; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1453) for the relief of James R. Gordon; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1452) for the relief of James LB. Furman; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1455) granting a pension to Albert O. Miller; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1467) granting a pension to Mary A. Casterweller; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1583) for the relief of Mrs. Fanny S. Conway, of 

Louisville, Kentucky ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1885) for the relief of John A. 

A bill (H. R. No. 2549) granting 

\ bill (H. R. No, 2550) granting 

A bill (H. R. No. 2773) granting 


‘ill 
il 


Innes ; 

a pension to Edward H. Mitchell; 
a pension to Lewis Blundin; 

a pension to James P, Hunter; 


A bill (H. R. No, 2075) granting a pension to Amanda J. McFadden; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2439) granting a pension to Henry Mills; 


oe 


3309) for the relief of John T. Neale; 
4023) granting a pension to Jesse T. Myers; 
4257) granting a pension to Jane Stout; 
No. 4367) granting a pension to Emma A. Porch; 
A bill (H. R. No, 6201) granting a pension to Thomas Worthington ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 6248) directing the payment of certain awards in 
favor of parties therein named ; 
_A bill (H. R. No, 6423) granting an increase of pension to Rebecca 
Reynolds; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6717) for the allowance of certain claims reported 
vy the accounting officers of the United States Treasury Department. 

ihe message also announced that the House had agreed to some 
ind disagreed to other amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
‘0. 6719) making appropriations for the support of the Army for the 
iscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, and had con- 
urred in the second amendment of the Senate, with an amendment 
in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the bill 
S. No. 752) granting an increase of pension to Crafts J. Wright. 

nv ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

+he message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
*igued the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
'y the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 799) granting a pension to Richard P. Taylor; 

A bill (H. R. No. 859) granting a pension to William H. Scribner; 


we (H. R. No. 1107) granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Up- 
i ; 


A bill (HL R. 
A bill (HL. R. 
A bill (H.R. 
A bill (H.R. 


No. 
No. 
No. 
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to these statistics, not to justify the right of Rhode Island | 





A bill (H. R. No, 1628) granting a pension to Dalton Hinchm 

A bill (H. R. No. 1953) for the relief of Henry C. Groomes: 

A bill (H. R, No. 2044) granting a pension to Martha J. Port 

A bill (H. R. No. 2548) granting a pension to Martha Neil: 

A bill (H. R. No. 3098) granting a pension to Jacob Ginder 

A bill (H. R. No. 3487) granting a pension to James Forsyth Harr 
son: 7 

A bill (H. R. No. 6451) to amend and re-enact 2517 a 


n 
| 2518 of the Revised Statutes, an 
toms district in the State of 


A bill (S. No, 2 


d changing 
Maine: 
11) for the relief of Somerville Nicholson ; 
A bill (S. No. 1191) for the relief of James Monroe Heiskell, of | 
timore City, Maryland; 
A bill (S. No. 1193) gran 
| <A bill (S. No. 1427 


r th 1 


sections 
Lue vound 


aries of 


ng a pension to Milton L. Sparr; and 


) to restore the lands included in the Fort Read 


+) 
ul 





ing and Fort Crook military reservations, in the State of California, 
to the public domain, and for other purposes. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. WALLACE. Iask that the pending order, the Post-Oflice a 
propriation bill, be taken up, and I give notice t 
| Shall ask them to “ of lay; Iwa i 
; hoon. 


The Senate, a 


p 


» the Senate that | 


sposed of this after- 


, ; } 
sititont LO-¢ nt 1t« 


in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider 

ation of the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriations for the serv 
| ice of the Post-Oftice Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
| lss2, and for other purposes, the pending question being on the amend 


ment proposed by Mr. HAMLIN to the amendment of Mr. PuGu, to 
strike out all after the words ‘“‘ Postmaster-General,” in line 3, andi 
| lieu thereof to insert: 


s author 


And the Postmaater-Ger 


into contr 


eral i 


ized, after due public competition, to ent 
ct with the lowest 1 


| esponsible bidders, for terms of ten years, for s 
| transportation between such home and foreign ports as ho may in his discretior 
| designate, in order best to promote the postal and commercial interests of the 
| United States, in iron steamships wholly owned by American citizens and regis 

tered in American registry, such ships to be duly inspected under the direction of 
| the Postmaster-General and Secretary of the Navy, and be equal in construction, 
|} accommodations best vessels on the ocean carrying mails 
| to the same ports, at a rate of compensation not exceeding 830 per mile, one way 

for twelve round trips per annum, or the same 
less number of trips per annum; such contracts to contain all provisions for secur 
ing eflicient service which may be customary 
| One-fourth part of the appropriation her: 

on the Pacitic coast, one-fourth part 

Monroe and ports on the Gulf of 


Fortress Monro we 


| Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I beg to say 


ie 





safety, and speed to the ] 


proportionate rate for a quarter o1 


and required by law in such case 
n made shall be made applicable to ports 
ts lying south of and inclading Fortres 


ialf t lying 


top rt 
\I to ports 


co, and ont north of 
y a very few words in re 
lation to the amendment which I have proposed. It does not mate 
rially vary from the committee’s amendment in its scope, but I have 
| offered it in the belief that it is a little better guarded and is alittle 
better calculated to effect the object than the amendment reported 
from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. That amend- 
uent provides no manner in which the Postmaster-General shall enter 
| into his contracts ; the amendment which I have offered does provide 
| that it shall be on public competition, and then to the lowest bidder 
| [propose to modify my amendment by adding after the word “ public,’ 
| in the second line, the words “ advertisement and ;” 
And the Postmaster-General is authorized, aft 
competition, to enter into contracts, & 





80 as to read : 
rdue public advertisement and 
It varies from the amendment of the Post-Office Committee in that 
it provides for public advertisement and then that the contract shal) 
be let to the lowest bidder; and it varies from the amendment of the 
Post-Office Committee again in the condition that no contract ex 
ceeding $30 per nautical mile shall be entered into by the Postmas- 
ter-General, making that the maximum amount, while the amend- 
ment of the Post-Oftice Committee names no sum and leaves it entirels 
discretionary with the Postmaster-General. This makes a limitation 
I always mean to be frank in my legislative capacity, and I wil! 
state distinctly what my understanding of the amendment which ] 
offer is. It would comport more with my judgment if the word 
“built ” was inserted, so that these iron steamships should be required 
to be built and wholly owned by American citizens. I excluded that, 
however, from the amendment, and with apurpose. There are prop 
ositions to allow ships to be purchased by citizens of this country 
built in foreign countries. I think it would be a disastrous thing to 
allow that to be done. That proposition is not now before us, and J 
am not going to discuss it; but, supposing a majority of Congress 
should be of the opinion that it is a wise thing to do and it should be 
done, if the words “ American built” were here, they could not par 
ticipate in this mail service; but if the words “ American built” be 
not here, then if the principle of “ free ships” be adopted they would 
come within the language of this provision. There is that latitude 
to Senators who are in favor of “ free ships.” If we adopt this amend 
ment and that at any time it shall be deemed a wise policy, or if 
the Government shall at any time enact a law by which foreign-built 
vessels may be admitted into this country, they would come in thet 
| on equal terms with other vessels under the provisions of this amend 
ment. Otherwise than in guarding the manner of the exercise of 





power by the Postmaster-General as to making contracts under ad- 
vertisement and limiting him in the amount of compensation W hich 
shall be paid, I believe my amendment is in essence and in spirit the 
| amendment of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and 
' for this reason I have offered it. 








1500 


Mr. MORRILL. 
to get a little information, because 
thing of this kind. I desire in the first plas e to ask him whether he 
proposes to increase the amount that shall be left in the ha 
Postmaster-General al 1] } 


Mr. HAMLIN. I do not 


Iam 


} y +} 
nds of the 


} 
\ bmiiion dollars 














Mr. MORRILL. The is it seems to be « ne-half of the 
sttm, that is, $500,000, to places al ve the | rt folk, I desire to 
isk the Senator how much of service that wo ? As I figure 
t, it uuld give six trips of one vessel from Ne to Liverpool 
mid or The en ent pro. ides that the pay shall be not 
ver $30 7 mile being at least 3,000 miles from the port of New 
York to Liverpool, ould consequently require $90,000 for each 
trip. Therefore 38 than six trips 
for « ( f not understand 
the : ‘ i 

Mr. HAMLI i here 18 a very 
litt irtion o I would trip- 

I would add largely to it; and I would do so in the belief 
t i ubserving the best interests of a common country in all 
parts, believing that those sections of the country who are owners 

f the 1 i ire still more interested than 
he Ne are to inaugurate a 
) \ best Sts Oo: T > country, 
a ( omimen nt of the revival of 

Ce etl » be erroneous in oul ions or 
1 a mall sum to try t laugurate 
voli and if we do not get all of the service which we would de- 

e and all which we want and all which I believe is actually needed, 
ve t least make a commencement. But my friend from Ver- 

its his figures at the full sum. Under competition, I am in 

pe that a less sum than $30 a mile may be found sufiicient to 
ommence this service; but if we get only a monthly service once 2 
h, performing but six trips in the year each way, I am for it 

WwW this sum only as a commencement of asystem. We may 


ceed with this, while we might not with a larger sum 
Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President—— 
lhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WuyTE in the chair. 
or from Pennsylvania reserved all points of order yesterday 
this amendment was proposed. 
Mr. WALLACE. 
le that I raised to the other amendment, and tl 
iture of general legislation than that was; inde 
othing but legislation. I shall not attempt to debate i 
Senate, but simply submit the question to the Senate 
ruling of the Chair. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I will only say in relation to my amendn 
t is in order precisely as every amendment is in order that is reported 
by the Committee on Appropriations. It is just as much in order as 
if . 


. 
when 
I raise the point of order under the twenty-ninth 
1is is more in the 


ed, on its face it is 





ill the amendments which that committee ofter that change an exist- 
It may be said that no question of order has been raised 
on that committee’s amendments. My answer is, that the long prac- 
tice of the Senate settles the meaning of the rule to be that on an 
appropriation bill an amendment pertinent to the bill is proper. The 
Committee on Appropriations have so regarded it in this bill, and in 
all other bills, and hence have added so much legislation as is neces- 
sary to shape and direct the expenditure of the appropriations in the 
bill. This amendment does that; it does no more, and it is therefore 
in order 

Mr. WALLACE. The answer of the Senator from Maine perhaps 
would be a correct one if this did not do what the appropriation bill 
does in no regard. It extends to a contract for more than one year ; 
it provides that the Government shall be bound for ten years by a 
contract to be entered into, and therefore it is much more obnoxious 
to the charge of general legislation than the other provisions, which 
relate solely to the appropriation for the year 1s22. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
it is not rather a limitation than an extension of the original propo- 
sition? The Postmaster-General might make a contract for twenty 
years under that, as there is no limitation, while this does limit him. 

Mr. WALLACE. But the amount of money expended under the 
enacting words of the bill is to be confined to money appropriated 
for the service of the Post-Office Department for the next fiscal year ; 
and at the end of that tiscal year, unless the provisions of the bill 
itself authorize an extension beyond the fiscal year, the appropriation 
drops; but here is a provision which carries into effect for ten years 
this contract, and binds the Government for the whole of the money 
to carry it out. I suppose that after this amendment goes on, the 
next movement of the Senator will be to increase the amount of the 
appropriation. If it is to be retained simply at the amount of 
$1,000,000, with all these ports to be supplied, and to extend over a 
period of ten years, there would be rather a homeopathic dose of sub- 
sidy. It would not amount to very much in regard to caring for our 
commerce to foreign ports. 

But it does seem to me, Mr. President, that the whole of this propo- 
sition is broadly within the rule, and in the performance of my duty 
I raise the point that it is general legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of the opinion that this 
amendment is out of order, but at the request of any Senator he will 
submit the question to the Senate. 


ing law. 


Now, let me ask my friend, as he passes along, if 
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Before the Senator from Maine sits down I desire | Mr. HAMLIN. 


anxious to vote for some- | 
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ee 





I ask the Chair to submit the question to the Senat 
Objection has been ; thi 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. a 
amendment under the twenty-ninth rule, and is aeentiee © this 
mitted to the Senate whether the amendment is in order or n 
in favor of the reception of the amendment asin order wi}} 
those of the contrary opinion “ no.” re 

Mr. INGALLS. This is the same question, I suppox, 
raised on the amendment reported from the Post-Office Com, 
the Senator from Texas that was voted upon last eveniy id 
I voted to sustain the decision of the Chair, that the a 
not in order. During the debate upon the subject, the Senat 
Arkansas, who is not now in his seat, [ Mr. GARLAND, }« nati 
approbation and as having the force of law a prev ious decision ‘ 
Senate upon the same question that has been raised at other coc 
and he read from a “compilation” of the clerk “upon neat “ 
order and decisions thereon under the rules of the Senate é 
adoption, January 17, 1877.” 

I advert to this subject for the purpose of expressin 


no Senator will be from voting as he 


or | 
Ai 


rr no 
my GG 


> amend 


1) 
u 


Ave Sir 
Li ee 


r the] 
estrained r 
amendment upon the ground that any precedent has been 
by previous action of the Senate; for if the Senator from Arkans 
had taken the trouble to have read a dozen more lines on the co. 
page from which he quoted he would have found that the sam, 
tion proposed by the same Senator under the same rule was 
exactly the opposite way. I read from page 4 of this comp} 
The Senator from Arkansas quoted as follows: 

Mr. EDMUNDs raised 
general legislation to a 


‘ 


of the 


may see fit 


iestion of order 
ral appropriatic 
Senate was not in order. 








The PRESIDING OFFICER submitted the question of order to the Senat ¢ 
Journal, second session Forty-tifth Congress, page 504. 

Determined in the negative—yeas 23, nays 32 

2 ( . > , } y ‘ « jl nna ~ +} 14 

Below, upon the same page and under the same snbdiy 
pears t! llowing : 

Whereupor 

Mr. EDMUNDS raised a question of order that the amendment propos 


} 
l 


legislation to a general appropriation bill, and could not be received w 
clause of the twenty-ninth rule. Question submitted to the Sena 


in the aflirmative—yeas 33, nays 26.—Senate Journal, third session Fy 
Congress, page 319. 
So that at different sessions of the same Congress the same « 


submitted by the same Senator was decided in exactly the op) 
way. Imake this remark for the purpose of relieving any§ 
from the question of propriety or of consistency that may arise, 
for the purpose of saying further that any Senator who will exa 
the precedents upon these questions of order will find an elaborat 
number of very able-bodied decisions upon both sides of every 

tion that can be raised under the rules. 

I am clearly of opinion, as I was upon the question that was rais 
last night, that the amendment is not in order under the twer 
ninth rule and that the decision of the Chair is correct and s 
stand as the judgment of the Senate. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Ihave said heretofore and on several occa 
sions that we can show a precedent for any ruling by this Senate, 
especially on the standing rules. The same is true also of the Hous 
and of all legislative bodies. According to our practice, a decisior 
made by this Senate is authority only in the case decided, and « 
for that vote. A contrary decision and a contrary vote is in ordet 
the next day. The Senate makes no decision on rules which the Sen- 
ate is bound to respect. I believe I may say, judging by our practice 
that nothing is res adjudicatain this Senate but 2 vote which tramples 
on the Constitution and denies to a State her equal suffrage in this 
body. Such a vote as that, I believe, is held to be sacred and utterly 
beyond review. Nothing else is binding on the Senate. Everything 
else can be changed, modified, reviewed, and corrected at will; but 
decision or vote, with or without investigation, that a mob is a Legis 
lature can never be reviewed or reversed, however absurd and aga 
facts and the Constitution it may be. 

It has been ruled by the Senate that the amendment to which this 
is an amendment.is in order. That was the decision of the Senat 
yesterday. I thought the amendment offered by the Senator from Ala 
bama, [Mr. PuGu, ] which was reported from the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads by the Senator from Texas [Mr. Maxey] orig 
nally, was in order; Iso voted, and the Senate has concurred by ‘ 
large majority, a vote of 29 to 15,in saying that that amendmen 
in order. Under the rules and under parliamentary law an amenc 
ment to an amendment is always in order. This amendment oteree 
by the Senator from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] is not an amendment 
the original bill; it is not an original amendment; it is an amene 
ment to an amendment, as I understand ; it is an amendment ollere 
to an amendment, which has been ruled to be in order. 

Mr. INGALLS. But does the Senator from Georgia mean to ™ 
understood that therefore, on that account, because it is offered as 48 
amendment to an amendment that has been held to be in order, the 
amendment is necessarily in order under the rule? 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I have not said so. 

Mr. INGALLS. I beg pardon. I thought the Senator so held. ie 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I only suggest that either that or this wil 
follow, to wit: that you canrot move to amend an amendment + 
an appropriation bill. A properamendment to an amendment ought 
to be in order if the original amendment is in order. I do not see 




















es 


ae 


™ 





-actly the answer to that. Iam simply calling the attention of the 
= > and of the Senator from Kansas to that point. Is the amend- 
Sen offered by the Senator from Maine a proper amendment under 
meneneral parliamentary rule to the amendment offered by the 

wl tor from Alabama? If the amendment offered by the Senator 
. ns labama is not obnoxious to the twenty-ninth rule, how is an 

e dment to that amendment obnoxious to the same rule? That 

«he point I make. 

Jo not know that I care particularly how this vote goes. 

“special feeling one way or the other. 


I have 
I scarcely know how I my- 
will vote on the amendment to the amendment; but on the sim- 
oa nestion of order, the point I propose to the gentleman who was 
ubting whether this at 1endment was in order, is that this is not 
=! amendment to the original bill; it is an amendment to an amend- 
ant, and that original amendment has been ruled by tie Senate to 
bein order. Now,I believe, under parliamentary rules, an amend- 
vent to an amendment is always in order where the amendment itself 
is properly receivable, where itis germane. Now, the Seno te having 
-sjed the original amendment moved by the Senator from Texas in 
snler, how does it happen that there is anything to prevent the ap- 
slication of the other rule, the general rule that an amendment to an 
‘ mepdment isin order? If the amendment to the amendment pro- 
sosed by the Senator from Maine is itself a proper amendment under 
‘he veneral rule, how can you make this amendment to the amend- 
ment out of order under the twenty-ninth rule, when under the 
-wenty-ninth rule the original amendment is held to be in order ? 

Mr. CONKLING. May I ask a question to understand the Senator 
from Georgia ? 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator maintain that an amendment 
eing offered to an appropriation bill which is manifestly in order, 
ist which no point of order could be made, then to that amend- 
ment any amendment whatever is in order, provided it falls within 
ceneral parliamentary law, notwithstanding the rule of the Senate? 
perhaps I do not make myself understood. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. The Senator has asked precisely the same 
yestion Which the Senator from Kansas has already asked. 

Mr.CONKLING. I beg the Senator’s pardon; I have been out of the 

amber for a moment and I had not heard the previous debate. My 

irpose Was to understand the Senator myself. Doubtless the Senator 
rom Kansas already understands him. Ishould like to know whether 
argument of the Senator is that an amendment being in order to 
nappropriation bill, notwithstanding the rules of the Senate, any 
mendment to that amendment is in order provided the general par- 
sntary law does not exclude it? 
Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I will say to the Senator from New York, 
asl said to the Senator from Kansas, I have not decided whether 
that could be so or not. I am simply calling the attention of the 
Senate to the point. It is anew point to me, I confess. It is one I 
have never seen raised before. That is the reason why I call the at- 
tention of the Senate to it, and I am glad the distinguished Senator 
trom New York is taking an interest init. I have never seen this 
condition of things exist before in the Senate or in any other legisla- 
tive body. Here is an appropriation bill. Under the twenty-ninth 
rule an athendment is prohibited which proposes general legislation. 
An amendment has been offered which was objected to because it 
proposed general legislation. The Senate has ruled distinctly, by a 
vote of nearly two to one, that that amendment is not obnoxious to 
Rule 29, which prohibits that specific character of amendment. Then 
the Senator from Maine offers an amendment to that amendment 
which, under the general parliamentary law, is a proper amendment 
to that amendment. The objection is made that the amendment 
to the amendment is notin order under the twenty-ninth rule. 

Mr. CONKLING. How, under the Senator’s argument, can that 
point be made? Ifan amendment to an amendment does not fall 
within the rule, how could the question be raised against the Senator 
from Maine ? 

_ air. HILL, of Georgia. That is precisely what I am inquirin 
‘ié Senator will understand me. 












of. 
[am only making my point as one 
tinquiry. I want to see how it can be raised. That is the very 
point. How ean it be raised ? 

My point is, the original amendment being in order you cannot 
raisé the point of order on the amendment to the amendment. If 
you could, this state of things might arise: suppose the point of 
order was not made on the amendment to the amendment, and it 
thould be adopted as an amendment to the amendment, then if it is 
ield to be general legislation it becomes immediately obnoxious un- 
er the twenty-ninth rule, and the Senate would defeat the whole 
Proposition to amend, and thereby defeat by one amendment proper 
n itself another amendment which the Senate had previously held 
to be proper. By this process an amendment which has been declared 
by the Senate to be in order gets out of order by being amended in 
* proper parliamentary way. Is not this giving an effect to Rule 
“ which was not intended ? 
Mr. KERNAN. Will the Senator allow me 
‘Mtormation ? 


Mr. HILL, of Georgia. 


to put an inquiry for 


Yes, sir. 


_ Mr. KERNAN, Assuming that the Senator believed that the orig- 


- amendment from the 


idn Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads 
hot propose general legislation, and therefore that it was in order, 
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and supposing the Senator believed that an 


amendment to that 

amendment is one proposing general legislation, is not the amend 
ment to the amendment out of order ? 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. That is the very question I am asking. 


The junior Senator from New York, the senior Senator from New 
York, and the Senator from Kansas have all asked me questions that 
I am asking the Senate to answer. 

Mr. EATON. Will my friend permit me to say a word to hin I 
suggest that the greatdifficulty is here, that the amendment reported 
from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads was taker 
into consideration at all. An amendment has been offered ; the Sen 
ate has said that amendment is in order; a proposition is made to 
amend the amendment. The only question is, is the amendment of 
the Senator from Maine in order without any regard to the previous 
amendment whatever? In other words, ifthis were an independent 
proposition which is offered by the Senator from Maine it must be 
determined whether it is obnoxious to the rule without any regard 
to the original amendment which has been offered. Such, I appre- 
hend, is a fair version of this whole matter, and will take us all out of 
the trouble. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I seriously question that conclusion, and 
for this reason: I do not think that the twenty-ninth rule was in- 
tended for any purpose but to secure the consideration by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations toaproposed amendment. That considera- 
tion has been secured to the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Texas and it has been ruled in order. If you rule that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maine is not in order, you thereby rule that 
an amendment to an amendment is not in order, although it is ger 
mane and proper in itself. 

Mr. FERRY. If the Senator will allow me, I am in favor of the 
amendment in question, but in regard to the doctrine that the Sena- 
tor is advancing as regards the proposition that an amendment in the 
second degree is not covered by Rule 29, I think the Senator labors 
under the mistake of not keeping in mind the fact that the rule does 
not consider the degrees of the amendment but simply applies to 
amendments whether in the first or second degree. If the Senator’s 
proposition is correct, any amendment could be put upon an appro 
priation bill by tirst moving an amendment that is in order and then 
moving to amend that, which would be in the second degrees 
proposition which is out of order. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. No, I do not hold any such thing, but I 
think it reasonable to hold that any amendment which under the gen- 
eral parliamentary law is a proper amendment to an amendment which 
has been ruled in order could be put in. That is what I suggest and 
that is all. Ido not hold that any amendment could be moved. I 
do not say myself that the view I suggest is conclusive. Indeed I 
have said it is one of inquiry. It is a new point. I never heard it 
raised in a legislative body before, and I am willing for Senators to 
dispose of it as they please. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to call the attention of the Senator 


by a 


trom 
Georgia to the language of rule 29: 
No amendment which proposes general legislation shall be received to any gen 


eral appropriation bill. 

In the decision pronounced by the Senate yesterday evening the 
Senate must have decided that the amendment reported by the Sen- 
ator from Texas did not contain general legislation. Hence, it seems 
to me, the only question involved in the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Maine is, whether it does or does not contain general 
legislation, wholly independent of the amendment reported by the 
Senator from Texas, because if the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas contains general legislation, it was directly in violation of the 
first clause of Rule 29 to have received it at all. Therefore the Senate 
must have decided by the vote of yesterday evening that that amend- 
ment contained no general legislation. The question now is, does 
the amendment of the Senator from Maine contain general legisla- 
tion? 

Mr. GARLAND. Yesterday evening the Senate determined that 
the amendment reported by the Senator from Texas did not propose 
general legislation. The Senator from Pennsylvania having in charge 
this bill, as a matter of course, accepted the decision of the Senate, 
and admitted that to be true. The Senator from Maine [ Mr. Ham- 
LIN] proposed an amendment, “to strike out after the words ‘ Post- 
master-General,’ in line 3, all of the amendment and insert as follows,” 
which his amendment Upon that the Senator from Pennsy!l- 
vania says, ‘* While I accept the decision as to the amendment ofiered 
by the Senator from Texas, and agree that in the judgment of the 
Senate it does not propose general legislation, yet the amendment of 
the Senator from Maine does not propose general legislation.” That 
is all there is in the question. 

If the suggestion made by the Senator from Georgia is correct, and 
you get your amendment in, you may strike out all after the first 
word and put in the Geneva award Dill, the Indian severalty bill, 
and all the rest of the bills—the pension bills, too—and the Ten Com- 
mandments, my friend from Pennsylvania suggests. There is no difli- 
culty in this question, according to my understanding of it. 

Mr. HARRIS. The question of relevancy or whether germane ot 
not would arise. 

Mr. GARLAND. That might arise ; but I am speaking now of this 
particular point, and that is all I candiscussat onetime. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania says now, and as I state the proposition there is 


is. 
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; i » difficulty about it: “I accept the decision of the Senate and agree | if it sees proper todo so. It might not choose to risk a; 
je hat the amendment of the Senator from Texas contains no general | lars in the hands of the Postmaster-General from w} h so lit } 
fi egislation.” Sofarso good. The ator from Maine now proposes | public permanent benefit might be expected as would be der 
i this amendment. But, says the Senator from Pennsylvania, “I think | the contracts were to last for only two years, and it might be ; 
t hat does contain general legislation, and 1 object to it under Rule | provision of law if in the application of this million dollars +), : } 
i! »9 I am very much afraid the Senator f 1 Penns vis right | tract should be mas le fora lon ger period than two years, What 
i out it, coming now to the question bef the Sena because } eral legislation is there inthat? What else is there in j+ 4...° 
F H makes a general provision for ten years elerence to tT! speci | re moval of d ificulties that exist under the law t ) the efiici ies 
an) business, and goes beyond the period of the appropriatio I an | this money in the public service? 
, — afraid th at he is correct about I think there is a misconception in the Senate as to the s 
» PRE SIDING OF! bit ER. The Cha »« ded point of | purposes of this measure generally. It is not a measure to o 
j ‘ nies r upon that y of the case d ti subn ed estion to | new system. Under the Constitution of the United States j; 
' he Senate. | fided exclusively to the Congress of the United States he onl 
{ Mr HAMLID I want to say one word and but on d. The | mail service anywhere and everywhere. No one has ever drea ; 
{ mendment which I have offered is a limitati von every single | that mail service might not be extended to foreign countries sue 
t] rt cor ned in the amendment offered by the Post-Office | seas. We have passed laws which are upon the st: itute- 2 lig 
k Cx ee It confines t Postmaster-Ge1 il to ten years; th vide for it, and in order to make the service only the more ef 
ives the term of the contract indefinite. The Post-Oftice Com- | We propose so to modify the application of those laws to the par: 
13 ‘ ( t antl s the Pe I -General to enter into | ular arrangement that we are making now as to authoriz: 1 ; 
f ice; my amendment provides the mode ai a manner in which | to be made for ten years instead of for two. 
. es 1 doso. The amendment of the Post-Office Committee has no 1 very much prefer, if we are undertaking a system of this |: 
on as to what shall be paid for the service; my amendment | that both sides should have a fair opportunity to test its that jo 
: escribes the am xesamaximum. There is not a single thing | sides should have a fair chance, the contractor and the Gover ; 
. ny amendment t ot a limitation on the Post-Oftice Commit- | for it is nosmall matter to get up an iron steamship for the pu . 
i tee’s amendment. of transporting mails. A man would scarcely be likely to do at! 
by Mr. MORGAN. : vote that this amendment is in order, I | of of that sort knowing his contract was to be ended under ¢] 
f ll state very brieth reasons why I do so, inasmuch as some | two years. 

1estion has been made on the floor of the Senate by gen tlounes n with 4 Therefore I shall vote with the Senator from Maine that his 

hom I am in the habit of concurring on questions of this kind. | ment is in order. 

When the Senate ruled that $1,000,000 might be added to this bill Mr. WALLACE. I want the Senate to understand fully the) 
additional postal service to foreign countries, it then declared, in | I make in regard to this amendment. When we carefully conside; 
opinion, that it was competent to make such regulations as to the | it, examine it in all its details, it certs ainly initiates contracts for th, 

expenditure of that $1,000,000 as might be found convenient and | transmission of the mails for a period of ten years and pledges : 
roper for the benefit of the mail service and the benefit of the coun- | Government to the contracts thus made by the Postmaster-Ge 

try That $1,000,000, if expended under existing laws without any | The amount approp riated by the ame ndment will perhaps be bu 
hange or modification, would have to be expended in the payment | beginning of that to which we are pledged by the contracts, f 

postages and not under contracts, as I understand; or at least that | million dollars would be used for the coming fiscal year. The Pos: 

mstruction might be given. There is no regulation which precisely | master-General by this provision is authorized to make contracts- 
ears upon this "que stion in the existing statutes, because the exist- For terms of ten years, for such transportation between such home a1 

ng statutes authorizes the appropriation of postages only to mail | ports as } e may, in his discretion, designate in order best to promote the posta 

pay for sea service. commercial interests of the United States, in iron steamships wholly oy 

= th: 113 ee : i acalcl American citizens and registered in American registry, such ships to | 

We now add to that fund : lillion dollars in money; and the spected under the direction of the Postmaster-General and Secretary of t 

question is, how shall we apply that million dollars which we add and be equal in construction, accommodation, safety, and speed to the bes 
» the postages, for I do not understand that this amendment if | on the ocean carrying mails to the same ports, at a rate of compensat 
idopted or this bill when comm will supersede the existing regula- | ‘ eeding $30 per mile one way for twelve round trips per annum 
on or law which authorizes the Postmaster-General to contract for He may contract for half a dozen lines for twelve round tr 
the carrying of mails from any port of the United States to any | annum at $30 per mile one way, and by those contracts thus 
foreign port, and paying for the transportation of the mails by the | into under this power the Government is pledged to all th 
\ hat shall be received upon that route. That system will | that is needed to carry them out. That is the whole of this | 
und. That system authorizes the mails to be c arried in steamships | tion. The legislation that this amendment contemplates ple 
rin sailing-vessels, according as the | -ostmaster-General may deter- |} Government to ten years of this policy, and if it does not at 
to be th » best method. That system is not affected by this pro- | general legislation under the provision of the dante aiedl 
sion of law which we now propose to enact, as Iu dorstes - it, but | is no such thing as making use of words which can make ¢ 
’ 3 new provision, adding to the mail facilities of » United legislation. It covers the whole field, it embraces the whole s 
States. It 1 provision for the extension of the mail st ely ie the proposition to carry mail for ten years at twelve trips 
rh seas under the contract system, and that is all. We undertake | in steamships, and when the contracts are made you are b 
to extend this service to the high seas under the contract system, and | carry ther m ont, and it involves an expenditure of I know 1 
3 no oned in the proposed law that it shall be under the | five million, or ten million, or fifty million dollars, but the di 
eu is a frightfu ‘1 one to give to any man. I trust the 
l il point hich I understand objection is le to this | give it. 
3 uthorizes contracts to be made for a period of The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the pi 
) | bsta l part of it, | made against the reception of the amendment proposed , 
othe s the amendment of the Senato1 Maine | tor from M uine [Mr. HAMLIN] to the amendment reported 
u Ly th the nendment tot proposed | Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. The Chait 
‘ rom T' s i 56 of tl Re Statutes | point conan to the Senate. 
i 3 | Mr. HAMLIN. Let us have the yeas and nays. 
j . 5 lows fo ee ee as and nays were ordered. 
rt . BROW! N. I desire to understand the question 
The Chair has ruled, as I understand, that this pr 
\ s un ons of | order “Are we voting on the ruling of the Chair, or is 
4 a ict to paid by transfer { stages, | submitting to a vote of the Senate whether it is in order 
: the ontracts i to ul The § snow | The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair s submitted 
d that cont made to paid for postages, | Senate; and the yeas ar eee es ordered on Se gece 10 
5 y,to be paid ¢ ol Ire y of the United States, | who are in favor of this amendment being in order will ' 
i . . s ma may i ‘ { [Treasury } cts on tho a oppo wed, * nay.” ; 2 , ye 
{ | Mr. BROWN. Then the question is not to sustai 
lta ¢ so far h d tha Have t right to appro Lie is mill | de sion of the Chair? 
dollars, then two questions arise: shall we appropriate this | The PRESIDING OFFIC ER. There is no appeal take 
mn dollars under contract; and shall we extend the time of the decision of the Chair. The question was submitted ear ly to thes 
ontract from two to ten years? In order to appropriate it by con- | ate. ; 
tract we have merely to grant the appropriation, because the pro- | Mr ~H AML i: * 1all the amendment be admitted,” is 
vision of law is here now that contracts may be made for two years, tion, “‘ ye or “ nay. 
to be paid postages. If we add money to it, that provision of | Th Secretary proceeded to call the roll. ae 
law stands to warrant the contract to be paid in money to be appro-| Mr. ANTHONY, (when his name was called.) I am paired up 
priated out of the Treasury. The only remaining question, therefore, | s ubsi idy que stion with the Senator from Vermont, (Mr. EpMI oe 
» have wo — righ it, in the appropriation of this million dollars, so who is called home by illness. I believe I ought to diffe S rit 
to re culate the « ippropriation of that sum of money as that it shall } on tl point of order, but it is differing from very high auth nF 
apply to contr cts to be made for ten years Mr. 10. AR, (when Mr. BAYARD’s name was ¢ alled.) Iam wd 

I really can see no difficulty in the rule of the Senate. The Senate | with the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. BAYARD.] I suppose be Wo 


put that con mon 


idition upon the expenditure of the 


may proceed to} 


ey j 


vote against the amendment. 





— IS, of West Virginia, (when his ns ame was called.) On all 
ns relating to this bill I am paired with the Senator from Min- 


' _ Mr. WINDOM. J 


SOs 


Mr 


Mr. GR OOME, (when his name was called.) On all political ques- | 


1d upon se I am paired with the Senator from New 
mahire, (Mr. Bu AIR. ] he were present, I should vote “nay.” 
“PUGH, (when the name of Mr. Jongs, of Florida, was called.) 
from Florida [Mr. JONES] is detained at home by the 
13 illness of his son, and is paired with the Senator from Ten- 
Mr. BAILEY. ] 

ste. We MELEE (when his name was called.) On this question I 
ired with the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Bruce.] If he 

wa Nest I should oe a ay.” 
fe SAT NDERS, (when his pame was called.) ae this ttl I 


red with the Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. ILSBURY. If he 

. e, I should vote ‘ ‘ yea,’ 
we WALLACE, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
paired with my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania.] If 


» here I should vote ‘nay. 


( call was concluded. 
we COCKRELL (after having voted in the negative.) Inadvert- 
ic | voted, having forgotten that I had at the instance of my good 
1 in m Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] paired with the Senator fro Kan- 
Mr. PLUMB. ] Were the Senator from Kansas present hv would 
+. “vea” and I should vote “nay.” My vote is withdrawn. 
Mr. BECK. On this and all other questions relating to the original 
ndment and all amendments thereto I am paired with the Sena- 
>from Maine [Mr. BLAINE] who is now at home sick. I should 
ra “yay” if I could vote. 
Mr. BAILEY. Iam informed that a statement has been made to 
fect that Iam paired with the Senator from Florida, [ Mr. JONES. ] 
atisamistake. Anagreement ofthat kind was made, but the pair 
s transferred, I believe, to the Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Mc- 
tee 
r, BECK. I received a dispatch from the Senator from New Jer- 
Mr. MCPHERSON ] and that change of the pair was mi ade, 
Mr. BAILEY. Iam not paired at all, and vote “nay.” 
eresult was announced—yeas 17, nays 26; as follows 


YEAS—17. 








Conkling, Kirkwood, Rollins, 
Dawes, Morgan, Williams. 
I Ferry, Morrill, 
nside Hamlin, Paddock, 
of Wis., Kellogg, Platt, 
NAYS— 
Farley, Kernan, Vance, 
Garland, McDonald, Vest, 
Hampton, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Harris, Pugh, Walker, 
Hereford, Ranson Whyte 
f Illinois, Ingalls, ] , 
Jonas 
Davis of W. Va., Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Edmunds, Lamar Sharon, 
Groome, Logan Thurman, 
Grover, Me Millan, Wallace, 
Hill of Colorado, McPherson, Windom, 
Hiill of Georgia, Pen Al ton, Withers. 
f Pa., Hoar, Plumb, 
rpenter Johnston, Rando Iph, 
Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 


Ty 


RESIDING OFF ~ E a The amendment to the amendment 
d to be out of ord The question recurs on the amendment 
osed by the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads. 
Mr. MORGAN. I move to amend the amendment by adding to it: 
vessels built in other countries are so accepted and employed, the same 
entitled to all the rights and privileges secured by law to vessels built in 
ted States of America, except the privilege of engaging in the coastwise 


a] 
“4 





lotier the amendment for the purpose of getting a more distinct 
pression than I think is contained in the amendment reported by 

mmittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads as to the character of 
sels in which the mails nay be carried. Iam in favor of opening 
American capital the right to purchase vessels built anywhere of 





description mentioned in the committee's amen = ent for the 
: . carrying into effect the see priation of tl million dol- 
nd as I do not understand t the amendment 7 roposed by 
nite 6 very distinctly presents that view, although i believe 


enator who proposed the amendment bel ieves that it does, I 

) have a more distinct « xpression on that point. 
not propose to debat eit at all. The quest: on has been debated, 
is side of the Chamber at least, 1 y several Senators, e specially 
y colleague [ Mr. P UGH] and the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
80 fully that I do not feel disposed to add anything to what 
ween said on that head, even if I had the ability to do so, which 
- ot pretend that I possess. I donot see that I could cast any 
‘ight on the proposition ; but I will say that I think this is a 
ompromise eae reen those who are in favor of having the com- 
aCe this country and its mails carried in American-built ships 
those who are not. Iam in favor of extending the postal con- 
‘Hlenes and service of this country upon the high seas, and in that 
i Ia am inclined to extend the law now on the statute-book; and I 


( 
1 
| 
I 
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think the postal service will be greatly facilitated if capit: lists of 
this country are permitted to build ships in American ship-yards or 
to buy them elsewhere and offer them for this service. ; 

I hope that gentlemen who differ with us in respect to the general 
policy of the repeal or modification of the navigation laws will tin 
themselves willing on this occasion to meet us on ‘the hal ulf-way groun 
and let us start this matter by an experiment which cannot do any 
harm, and may result in very great good. I think that all ships built 
abroad engaged by special contract in the service of the Unite \ States 
in the transportation of its mails ought to be entitled, in considera 
tion of that fact, to an American register. They are on a footing 
with the vessels of the Navy and various other transports which are 


| employed exclusively in the service of the United States in the trans 


portation of its troops, munitions of war, and crossing upon the high 
seas. These ships, employed in the service of the United States un 
der a special contract, should be required, it seems to me, to be put 
under no greater restriction in reference to all lawful privileges than 
a ship-of-war. Each of them is an agency of the Government of the 
United States in carrying on a constitutional operation, and I think 
we might as well re qui ire that a postal car that conveys the mail across 
this continent on the Union and Central Pacific Railways should be 
built in the United States and owned in the United States as to re- 
quire that a ship chartered under a contract for carrying the mail 
between the ports of our country and ports of other countries should 
be builtin the United States. The Government of the United States 
should have the opportunity of obtaining the facilities needed at the 
cheapest possible rate for carrying its mails to all parts of the world. 
While Lam in favor of giving every due protection to American 
industry where that protection is of any service to it, I think a fair 
opportunity is now presented to gentlemen on both sides of the Cham- 
ber to commence in this way an experiment which will be advan- 
tageous to the country. 
Mr. WALLACE. LIraise the point of orde r—I feel it my duty in 
regard to this bill--that this is general legislation of the most radical 
kind. 
Mr. MORGAN. Not radical; it is democrati 
Mr. WALLACE. It repeals the navigation laws,so far as these 
steamships are concerned, and opens up a very large subject. It is 
very clearly obnoxious to the twenty-ninth rule, it seems to me, and 
I raise the point of order upon it. 
Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I do not rise forthe purpose of making 
any further argument on this question, as I had the privilege of mak- 
ing one on a former occasion. All I desire to say is that the amend- 
ment of my colleague is entirely acceptable to me. I suppose it will 
not be out of order for me to state my position in the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads, from whom the original amendment 
came. 1am willing to make this appropriation of a million dollars for 
carrying our mail across the ocean in iron ships owned exclusively by 
citizens of the United States, but Iam not w illing tomake any further 
limitation. I am opposed to confining the appropriation to ships con- 
structed in American ship-yards. I now repeat what I said on a, for- 
mer occasion, that all I am willing to do is to make an appropriation 
for ships owned exclusively by citizens of the United States wherever 
purchased, and let us try the experiment. I stated tothe committee 
which I am a member that I should vote to make the amendment 
reported from the committee plain upon that subject, and for that 
reason I favor the amendment of my colleague; and if the clause that 
this appropriation is for the benefit of American-built ships is not 
excluded from the amendment, I shall not be able to support it. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, I ask that the amendment proposed 





by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post Roads be read. 
The Clerk read as follow 
For additional postal service to foreign countries, 21,000,000, to be expended un 


der the direction of the Postmaster-General in the establishment of mail steamship 
lines equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican Gulf, and Pacific ports 
Provided, That the vessels uployed for such service shall be owned and manned 








‘ 
by American citizens, and th rid vessels thus employed shall be iron stear 
ships, accepted by the Se« retary of the Navy, after due it spection, asin all respect 
seaworthy and properly fitted to such service 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, I am opposed to this amendment 
proposed by the Post-Oftice Committee. Asa provision for the carry 
ing of our mails to foreign countries, I do not think that it is neces 
sary to appropriate this million of dollars. The Postmaster-General 
asks for no such appropriation of money to carry the mails to foreign 
countries. In his last report he speaks of our ocean mail service, and 
he does not ask, as I understand, any larger amount for the same than 





the $225,000 already appropriated by the bill as reported from the 
Committee on Appropriations. In his report at page 517 he gives the 
cost of ocean mail transportation for the year ended June 30, 1270, as 
$196,624.02, 

Mr. MORGAN. I will ask the Senator from New York how that 


| money is spent? 
Mr. KERNAN. That which is appropriated by the bill is expended 
for carrying the mail on the system that now prevails to foreign 


countries 

Mr. MORGAN. Does not the law require the vessel which carries 
the mail to receive the postages ? 

Mr. KERNAN. I understand that; but have you h 
plaint from our commercial community anywhe re t I 
system does not give adequate mail facilities with foreign countries ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, if the honorable Senator will allow me, I do 
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. KERNAN. 
ported by the Committee on A 
» PRESIDING OF! 


question before t 


KERNAN, 
proposed by 


merits OL tT 


~*~ 








51 trips from New York 
strips from } 











‘very well that 
nsideration 


in 1878, when a provision like the amend- 
, opinion of the 
his letter was read, i 
Therefore 


before the 
was called for and 
any such provision. 
lators we can justify ourselves in appropriating : 
f we are looking g only tothe proper 
I bel lie ve this i is done now tot 
r dake community. 
1 boards of trade 
money for 


Postmaster-General 
he said he 
think as legi 
i carrying of our | : : 
he satisfac- | OW2 Commerce. During the next two years this line of steau 
al WAvIOAc oe 

There has been no petition, no 
asking us to 
saying that the 
vstem of carrying the 


mails to foreig 
tion of the comme 
resolutions fron 
appropriate mo 
service 18 not 
mails on the ocean. 
The Senator from 
intimated that the real I I 
a system by which our shi 
our ocean Carry ins g¢ trade restored by 
to the owners of 
Is not this the real obi Cc 
wish to have considered not as a part ot an annual appropriation bill, 
i , and when Congress has time to f 

lief that there may be su 
g trade whi 
importance of 
As a measure to restore g 
trade I do not think this proposed amendment is in the right direc- | 
tion at all. 





heard of, 





ators have 
to inaugurate 
be promoted and 
ibsidies paid from the Treasury 
Do I not state irl} 
i and one that I 


and other 
this amen 
g industry will 











n-built ste amships. 





ch legislation 
h we have ] 


amine and discuss in the be 
as will restore the ocean carryin 
I shall be brief, 


session of C onugress. 


for I realize 








carrying g | 


The idea of building up our ocean carrying trade by tax- | 


ing our people to pay subsidies to a few steamship lines is fallacious, 
This will never restore our lost carrying trade, nor 
We have had some ex- 


in my judgment. 


will it materially increase our export trade. 





























perience on this point, and we have had it within a few , 
I will briefly allude to it. » S SAS past 
In 1-64 a law was passed—a distinct law, not a rider to 
priation bill—with a view to aid by this kind of legislation 
rying trac our commerce with other countries. Tha: ) ar 
n these s 
That the master-General be, and he reb yr 
general post-oflice departn 1ent of the Empire of Brazil, or s 
ernment of Brazil as shall be authorized to act for that governm: ; 
ing direct mail « munication between the two countries by mea 
im of first-« American sea-going steamships, to be of not less + : 
sail tons bu 1 each, and of suflicient numbe r to perfor twelve + 
voyages per annum between a port of the United States north of the Pot 
Ml Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, touching at Saint Thomas, in the We 
| Bahia, Pernambuc id su h other intermediate port o1 38 
| ered mescnnary and expediont Provided, That the expens the ser 
| divided between the two governments and th: it the United States mand 
shall »t exceed the sum of 50,000 for the performance of twely : 
an to be paid out of any money appropriated for the service of th P 
Department 
What was our experienc under this rhe meas 
| adopted, doubtless honestly, by Congress, the e , 











largely increasing our export trade with Brazil and other ¢ ount 

| South America, and not merely for the purpose of carrying t 7 
A contract was made with t owners of American-built at: 
the ee General. There was but one party who had ; 
quired vessels to execute the contract, as I am informed, and 
tracted that for ten years he would carry the mail a8 required by} 
statute for the price of $150,000 per year, to be paid by the Go, 
ment of the United States. He performed the contract, Hoy 
did it aid us in creating a market for our products in Braz 

| much did it aid us in increasing the carrying trade with 

| countries? I will state as briefly as I can the results of aaa 
ment, made at an expense of one million and a half of dollars 
Treasury. 

It wi found on examination that for the six years prior to 136 
when this contract took effect, our domestic exports to B; i 
averaged annually $5,713,000. That was what the exports averag 
annually before we established this line of steamships runnine 
that country. During the ten years of this subsidized line up tos 
tember, 1875, how much had our domestic exports to Brazil increg 
That was the inducement that carried that bill. The purpos 
to open a market for our products, to increase our domestic . 
During those ten years the average annual value of our domest 

| ports to Brazil was only $6,364,000. They increased only al 

|} a million per year; and yet we were paying $150,000 per a: 
have a line of steamships making a round trip every month | 
New York and Rio. Did this expenditure tend even to build 

| permanent carrying trade by American-built ships betws enthe Ur 

| States and Brazil or other parts of South America? It didnot. W 
the contract expired and the subsidy ceased, 1875, the steams 


line was discontinued. Not a vessel of that line made a sing 
between New York and Rio after the subsidy ceased. 

What further was the experience? for I was able to exar 
little further. It will be found that the subsidized line broke dow 
other carryir 1g lines that received no subsidy and that the freight 
were not made any cheaper. The line which had the subsidy broke 
down other lines, and freights were not reduced even while thes 
sidized line was in existence. 

What happened after the subsidized steamers were withdra 


which we had paid one million and half of dollars du 





| vears? You will find that after that was withdrawn, andin 1s? 6, 


was established a line of iron steamers not American-built or own 
by American citizens—I wish they could have been—which lin 
between New York and Rio regularly each month. They w ere reigt 
built steamers of a thousand tons burden each, run by agents residing 


in New York, but not under our flag, for they were not built 


country; and our laws would not permit our citizens to own then 


and sail them as American ships under our flag in transporting oul 





ried our mails to and from Brazil for about one hundred dollar 
month,and there was no complaint made that this mail service wa 
not satisfactory. The export trade to Brazil increased durit 
two years to over seven million dollars annually. I am insisting that 
this subsidized line did not increase our export trade and t 
materially tend to restore our carrying trade to America! 
or American vessels. 

In 1878, when I asked the Senate to hear me briefly on this su 
I had all the papers before me showing the exact figures. 1 wiitea 
from what I then said a paragraph: 








is been our expel 





That line stopped in September, 1875. WI! 


i 
| have ceased to pay the subsidy ? v0 nade pg ee er fe me sigere Phe averag 


annual value was $6,300,000 while the line ran. I find from statistics ta 


| that line stopped and during the past two years our export of domest 





| to Brazil have been of the average annual value of $7,463,596, having ine 
about a million a year under the natural laws of trade more than with the subs 
In the « hie f mercantile city of the Union I have a Lol 
chants and business men whe se opinions have great we rht wit 
and they expressed themselves against the idea that we can | 
up our ‘American mereantile marine or our export trade + line . 





countries or our ocean carrying trade by subsidizing a few 
ocean steamers. The eitect a each subsidized lines is to break dow 


other lines and to discourage private enterprise, and the moment } 





. to pay subsidies the lines receiving them stop and we have no 
— i oe ‘yessels, either sail or steam, engaged in the foreign carry- 
node That is the result of our experience, and I submit to Sena- | 
NB that we must adopt some other measure than drawing from the 
v  navers money to subsidize a few lines of steamships to run on the 
use . build up our mercantile marine and restore to our own citizens 
Te dae trade. It will not sueceed. You will have a few lines, 
no will be great complaint and jealousy that there is favoritism, 
1 vou Will bring about our Federal Legislature an atmosphere that 
sone of us Wish to have surround it. The pressure for these special | 
canine ts or subsidies comes from owners of particular lines of steam- 
ree As far as I know no petition from the people has come to us 
for this kind of legislation. There are no boards of trade recommend- 
+ This amendment, if adopted, places a million of dollars in 

ands of the Postmaster-General that he, in his discretion, may 
establish mail steamship lines among our different ports; it is all 
his discretion. 





and ¥ 


ships 


elt to Ter ; 

But 1am not now criticising the mere language of the amendment, 
[am insisting that we cannot build up our carrying trade by subsi- 
Jies to a few steamship lines. 


| submit that this is not the remedy, it is not amove in the right di- 
rection to build up our ocean mercantile marine or our carrying trade 
»nontheseas. Itis, in the language of a Senator, {Mr. HAMLIN, ] ‘‘an 
entering-wedge ” to appropriate next year a larger sum, and the next 
-ear a still larger sum for these subsidies ; and soon you will have no 
“ne running steamships except those who geta subsidy from the Treas- 
ury. The subsidized lines can easily combine and drive from the ocean 
competing lines not subsidized, and when the subsidy ceases we will 
be without any American vessels in the ocean carrying t rade. There 
were complaints in 1878, when this question of subsidizing was before 
ns. by the owners of ships in Baltimore that the prior subsidized line 
to Brazil had been detrimental to the carrying trade they were carry- 
ngontoand from Brazil in their sailing-ships; that it had driven 
them out of this trade, and when they were driven out of the trade, 
during eight or ten years, the subsidized line stopped when it could 
ret no more money from the Treasury. 
* J object to the measure as an entering-wedge to open the Treasury 
for millions of the people’s money to flow out of it into the pockets 
of afew persons without any substantial benefit to the mass of the 
people. Iam as much in favor as any one can be of trying to regain 
our carrying trade by legislation, matured with care and the advice 

of the best-informed men of the country. I venture to say that on 
a full examination of this subject, so important to our country, we 
will be satisfied that the granting of large subsidies to a few ocean 
steamship lines for carrying our foreign mails will not prove eflica- 
cious in restoring to our merchants our proper share of the ocean 
carrying trade in American-built ships. Some other measure than 
subsidies to a few steamship owners is necessary to re-establish our 
mercantile marine upon the ocean. 

In my judgment our navigation laws should be revised and mate- 
rially changed. We have had navigation laws in force, which are 
claimed to be for the protection of American ship-builders and for the 
protection of American laborers, until we have ruined our ship-build- | 
ing business for the foreign ocean carrying trade. Let me give 
some statistics on that point. I take them froma table in the annual 
report of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics on the foreign com- 
merce of the United States for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1580. 
Table F, on page 61 of this report, is headed “‘ Nationality of the ton- 
nage entered at sea-ports of the United States from foreign countries 
from 1856 to 1880, inclusive.” In thistablethe total tonnage entered at 
our ports for each year, and also the portion of it which was American 
and the portion of it which was foreign, is given. For the year ended 
June 30, 1856, the total tonnage entered at ports of the United States 
from foreign countries was 4,464,038 tons, of which the American- 
built ships constituted 3,194,275 tons, and the foreign-built ships only 
1,259,762 tons. How was it during the year ending June 30, 1880 ? 
For the year ending June 30,1880, the total tonnage from foreign 
countries entered at American sea-ports was 15,240,534 tons. How 
much of this was American-built ships? Only 3,128,374 tons, being 
65,901 tons less than it was for the year ending June 30, 1856. We have 
been by our navigation laws protecting, as is claimed, American ship- 
building and the American foreign carrying trade during all these 
years; and yet our American-built ships engaged in the foreign trade, 
which in 1656 constituted three-fourths of all the tonnage entered at 
our ports from foreign countries, in 15230 constituted only about one- 
nfth of all the tonnage entered at our ports from foreign countries. In 
Iss0 the foreign tonnage was 12,112,160, the American only 3,128,374. 
trom 1856 to 1880 the tonnage entered at our ports from foreign coun- 
tries had increased from 1,269,763 to 12,112,160 tons, and the American 
had decreased to 3,128,374 tons. 

Now, let us see how the merchant marine of other countries has 
‘nereased while ours has decreased. On page 43 of his report the Chief 
of the Bureau of Statistics speaks of the decline of our foreign car- | 
Tying trade, while that of other countries has increased. He says: 
tectoe seatence of tas branch of American shipping which is employed in our 
etoamage heranbelone presented di auls shoring the atonal of ounags 
entered indicates that since the year 1856 there hae boos - imerenes in the tonnage 
catered at American sea-ports of vessels of every ationality exce yt those carry- 
ing the American flag "Aenatioens tonnage chemo bee exhibited ; decline. The | 
increase in British tonnage entered amounted to 6967173 tons; the increase in | 

ge entered amounted to 6,967,173 tons; the incre 


XI-——95 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


; 1505 


German tonnage amounted to 922,903 tons; the increase in Sw: dish 





and Norwegian 
tonnage amounted to 1,214,098 tons; the increase in Italian ton ® amounted to 
596,907 tons ; the increase in French tonnage amounted to 208,412 tons : t] 
in Spanish tonnage amounted to 164,683 tons; the increase in J ri 





amounted to 204,872 tons; the increase in Belgian tonnage ay 
tons; the increase in Russian tonnage amounted to 104,009 tor 
a decrease in the American tonnage entered of 65,901 tons 

And is it true that it can be materially increased and built up bya 
system of subsidies granted to a few ship-owners from year to year? 
I want to call attention to the value of the exports and i 
this country from 1256 down to this time. 
been carried ? That will be found in this report, Table G, at page 62, 
in detail; and the percentage of ourtotal exports and imports for each 
yearfrom 12°56 to 1820 carried in American-built vessels is there stated. 

In the year ending June 30, 1856, the value of the t tal exports and 
imports from this to other countries, and from foreign countries to us, 
amounted to $641,604,50. What portion was carried in foreign ves- 
sels, and what portion in American vessels, built in America, owned 
by Americans, commanded by American officers, and manned by 
American sailors? American vessels carried $482,268,274 in value 
of this total of exports and imports in 1356. In foreign vessels there 
were carried only 3159,336,576 in value. How is it to-day? For the 
year ending June 30, 1880, the value of our total exports and imports 
to and from foreign countries amounted to $1,613,770,633. Of this 
there was carried in foreign vessels in value §1,309,466,596 ; in Amer- 
ican shipsin value only $20,005,497. In 1856 the amount of our total 
exports and imports was $641,604,850, and of this amount there was 
carried in American vessels $422,268,274 in value. Now we carry in 
American ships only $220,005,497 of a total value of $1,613,770,633 of 
our exports and imports. 

The following, taken from Table G above referred to, shows the total 
value of the exports and imports of the United States in each year, 
and the percentage of the same carried in American-built ships 


3, whereas t 





mports of 
By whose ships have they 





can vessels. 





ROY 0 
71 73. 7 
"2 66.9 
550 a 
) ‘ », OOF ( » 
DCAM Gth~d dik ois cnbethien ae Sedan a ekedhened 435, 710, 714 50.0 
M066 Ju nnedda recent guecesneqeus vebeadeuéhed ecaedeeda 584, 928, 502 41.4 
Dade aseeudn das enue ebatemiunate wabeiGes shekene 669, 855, 034 27.5 
DR ueeveennddeueteGe ue ced ded esse ekewuankadchehabteaeuats 604, 412, 996 27.7 
Dini ide a dk watcren ¢ ek miaekese aide on tieidaianaeobmainire eneses 1, 010, 938, 552 32, 2 
SE RGeeh nase cebes see bak nant ontaweos deeds bbaked 6600ka Gadess 877, 020, 391 33. 2 
MU sca deGcecsosececesedsecscéecuceuccdtesssssnsecieed see 848, 527, 647 | 35.1 
DPiaitacncasueascancakeawes esheneetaeudesavetaseewase 276, 449. 324 33,1 
ed pW dis WON cweeneniencdgewnseessesdseesecdrnsaeete O91, 896, 979 >. 
MF GEs Cuse cen dedadetancdaceneciscreansnaueenecetane 1, 132, 472, 098 
DE iinbevhecatektnedes es bbiedudibna bekdsbandede 1, 212, 328, 233 
Di cbCnaun edb dwa seco uabeadwdaneolleethts chad bisuande cutie 1, 340, 902, 221 
RU cehéeelka ves cede ceewedddusatesenwa euakas daudcenunedies 1, 312, 680, 640 
PD NShaSe Kencnsvcendecudsewesnues. 6060ch andvescqnduaessaes 1, 219, 434, 544 
Peeuetescenne nccaccoancsseces ceneeescsunsac 1, 242, 904, 312 
DURE sekd de wGaGbu c6nss Cenhedcbanddcevedwedshedckeues Maaebe 1, 194, 045, 627 
MGS CARRE SONG cONCcrkeaeeReentiseeh se Undhé téndneokened 1, 210, 519, 399 
Srecckedabenesnd6caduecbebenkes@edies bedeudseneewnaeens 1, 202, 708, 614 
ee ee ee ea 1, 613, 770, 633 





This same report, on page 42, says: 

The building of ships and barks employed in our foreign commerce fell from an 
annual average of two hundred and thirty-three during the ten years from 1851 to 
1560 to an annual average of fifty-six during the ten years from 1871 to 1880. There 
were only twenty-three ships and barks built (for foreign commerce) during the 
year ending June 30, 1880 

We were building from 1851 to 1860 two hundred and thirty-three 
ships and barks annually for our foreign carrying trade. For the ten 
years from 1571 to 15:0 we built only an annual average of fifty-six 
vessels; and during the year ending June 30, 1880, we built only 
twenty-three ships and barks for the ocean carrying trade. The Chief 


of the Bureau says in his report, pages 42, 43: 


The iron steamship is now the controlling vehicle of commerce on the ocean 

The tonnage of iron vessels built in this country during the last five years 
amounted to only 101,823 tons, almost entirely for our coastwise or home trade, in 
which no foreign competition is allowed under the provisions of our navigatior 
laws, whereas the iron ship building of Great Britain during the last ® years 
reporte d amounted to 1,500,193 tans. 

These facts prove clearly that under our present policy and laws 


we cannot successfully compete with foreign countries in building 
ships for the ocean carrying trade, nor are our citizens able to engage 
successfully in the ocean carrying trade. Our ship-building industry, 
so far as ships for the foreign carrying trade is concerned, amounts 
to nothing; and our own citizens are really excluded from engaging 
in the carrying trade between our own and foreign countries. 

There should be a remedy for this; I believe there is; but I do not 
believe the granting of subsidies by the Government to the owners 
of a few lines of steamers will prove to be a remedy. 

In my judgment the remedy is to change our policy and laws as to 
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ship builders and ship-owns rs: relieve both from restrictions and 
burdens which prevent them from competing successfully with the 
ship-builders and ship-owners of other countries. 

In addition to the exclusive right to build vessels for our Coast- 
wise and inland trade which our ship-builders now enjoy, let our 


aws be changed so that they shall have free from import Quty or 


tax everything which they use in building, equipping, or repairing 


ships for use by American citizens in the foreign carrying trade. 
Chen if they cannot furnish us ships for the ocean carrying trade at 
as low prices as they can be bought of foreign build, they cannot com- 
plain if our citizens are allowed to bay ships built In foreign cour 


tries and employ them as American ships in the carrying trade with 
foreign countries. 


l change our navigation laws so that our c 


We should revise and ang ir ni itl- 
zens shall be permitted to buy ships wherever and from whomsoever 


they can buy them cheapest, and obtain for such ships an Americar 


y 


registry and employ them under American officers as American ships 


in the toreign carrying trade no matter where they were built. Our 






citizens certainly shoul allowed to have as cheap vessels to trans- 
port our exports and imports as foreigners. If not, they cannot com- 
pete successfully with foreigners in the carrying trade. — 

Permit vessels owned by American citizens and engaged in the foreign 
trade to take their stores out of bond duty free; and change our con- 


sular system and laws so that American vessels shall not be subject 


sul fees or charges, or if to any, not in ex- 


hn loreign ports to any Col 
“eSS O1 those } aid Lyy British ships. 

Adopt for American vessels a new tonnage measurement based on 
wctual carrying capacity and excluding the space occupied by engines 
and boilers and for the accommodation of officers and crew, and thus 
place American ships on an equality with foreign ships as to tonnage 





Abolish compulsory pilotage in the United States. Modify our laws 
as to seamen so that the owners of American ships shall not be bur- 
dened and annoyed by needless restrictions. So tar as itcan be done 
exempt from taxation ail vessels employed in the foreign carrying 
trade. In a word, we should relieve American owners and ships em- 
ployed in the foreign carrying trade from all restrictions and burdens 
vhich place them at a disadvantage in competing with foreign ships 

nd owners. Legislation of this character will aid our ship-builders 
and will enable our citizens to become again carriers on the ocean. 

Mr. President, I have indicated why I oppose this subsidy system. 
It will not, in my judgment, materially aid in restoring the carrying 
trade in American ships owned by American citizens. It will not 
enable the American ship-builders to compete successfully in build- 
ng ships for the American foreign carrying trade, for they cannot 
do so now. Twenty-three ships and barks only were built during 
the last year for foreign commerce. I am opposed to this amend- 
ment proposed by the Committee on Post-Oflices because I think it 
means nothing but a system of subsidies to a few owners of steam- 
ships. This will not remedy the difficulties under which American 
ship-builders labor or restore our mercantile marine. I think Con- 


gress should turn its attention to revising and changing our naviga- 





tion laws so asto relieve our citizens from restrictions and burdens 


which have driven them out of the foreign carrying trade. If this is 


5 


done we shall soon begin to carry a large portion of our exports and 
mports in American ships owned by American citizens and navi- 
gated by American ofiicers and sailor: 

USE BILLS REFERRED. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GArLanp in the chair.) The 
Chair asks tl ndulgence of the Senate to lay before it some bills 
from the House oi Repre sentatives for the purpose olf reference: 

The bill (II. R. No. 301) for the relief of William R. Wilmer was 


read twice | ts title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
he bill (IL. R. No. 936) relinquishing the right of the United States 


to an island therein named was read twice by its title, and referred 


to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles and 
referred to the Committee on Claims: 

A bill (Hi. R. No. 1583) for the relief of Mrs. Fanny 8. Conway, of 
Louisville, Kentucky 

A bill (H. R. No. 62428) directing the payment oi certa 
favor of parties therein named; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6717) for the allowance of certain clair 
allowed by the accounting officers of the United States 
partment. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions : 

A bill CH. R. No, 502) granting a pension to Wyatt Botts ; 

bill (H. R. No. 853) granting a pension to Caroline Stief ; 

bill (H. R. No. 1259) granting a pension to Phineas Gano ; 

bill (H. R. No. 1452) for the relief of James B. Furman ; 

bill (H. R. No. 1453) for the relief of James R. Gordon ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1455) granting a pension to Albert O. Miller ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1467) granting a pension to Mary A. Casterweller; 
A bill (H. Rt. No. 185) for the relief of John A. Innes; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2075) granting a pension to Amanda J. McFadden; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2439) granting a pension to Henry Mills; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2549) granting a pension to Edward H. Mitchell; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2550) granting a pension to Lewis Blundin ; 


in 


ns reported 
reasury De- 
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te 
A bill (H. R. No. 2773) granting a pension to James P. Hom: 
A bill (H. R. No. 3309) for the relief of John T. Neale. 
A bill (H. R. No. 4028) granting a pension to Jesse T. as 

A bill (H. R. No. 4257) granting a pension to Jane Stout: 
A bill (H. R. No. 4367) granting a pension to Emma A Porel 


5 ai. 


A bill (H. R. No. 6201) granting a pension to Thomas Wor 
] Loma ort} 
ton; and hing. 
A bill (H. R. No. 6423) granting an increase of pension to R 
i ul t 


ati 1 
Reynolds. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 





The Senate proceeded to consider the action of the House of P 
resentatives on the amendments of the Senate to the bil] H i 
6719) making appropriations for the support of the Army fo, th 
year ending June 30, 1882. ; F 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator who has ch 
Army bill, the Senator from Virginia, [ Mr. WITHERS, } is not iy 
seat, and I move in his absence that the Senate insist on its ay 
ments and ask a committee of conference with the House. an, 
the Chair appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


if 


, » 
AA 


arge of } 


THOMAS WORTHINGTON. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to have the Senate consider one 
bills that came over from the House, a bill granting a pension of & 
a month to Thomas Worthington. It passed the House unanimoys)s 
and I do not think there will be the least objection to granting ; 
that poor old soldier who performed such meritorious service ion a 
country this little pittance to keep him from absolute poverty, | 4 


adh 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the opje 
by which the bill was referred to the Committee on Pensions wi)! hy 
reconsidered. The Chair hears no objection. : 

The bill (H. R. No. 6201) granting a pension to Thomas Worthine. 
ton was considered, as in Committee of the Whole, reported to tiy 
Senate, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


Mr. TELLER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed} 
him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred to ¢} 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the conside: 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriations for the sery 
of the Post-Ofiice Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President 

Mr. HAMLIN. With the consent of the Senator from Texas, who 
is entitled to the floor, I want to make a correction, or rather to add a 
word or two to what I said in reply to an interrogatory put to me this 
morning by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Morritz.} I had 
mind the idea that the amount of one million appropriated wou! 
nish us with only a very small proportion of the mail facilities to for 
eign countries that are desirable. As I now understand, he put tome 
the question whether the $30 per mile was not too much for each tri) 
I did not catch the precise scope of his question at the moment, The 
$30 is for the twelve trips per annum, not for one trip; but if: 
tract were made for twelve trips a year this rate was te be o 
the nautical mile of the route one way for the whole twelve trips, a 
the amendment which I offered so read. 

Mr. MORRILL. In reading the amendment I thought the langua 
was ambiguous at least, and probably open to the interpret 
which I gave it. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator from Alabama offers an amendment t 
the amendment reported by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. To that the Senator from Pennsylvania interposes a poi! 
order, on the ground that it is, as he terms it, radical legislation. | 
question, then, and the only question before the Senate at this tu 
is, is the amendment of the Senator from Alabama in order? 

I call the attention of the Senate to the text of the amendm 
which is proposed to be amended by the amendment of the Senato! 
from Alabama. 


i- 


@ 





Provided, That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned an 
by American citizens, &c. 

The expression is “owned and manned,” not “built.” That 
been decided by the Senate to be in order. Now, the purpose, 
the only purpose, of this amendment of the Senator from Alabama 
to make clear and plain the right of vessels thus employed, own 
and manned by American citizens to be registered as American vesse!s 

But it is insisted by the Senator from Pennsylvania that that is 
repeal of the navigation laws. I submit that it is not so, nor does 
touch the navigation laws in any regard except in so far as Congress 
has the right todoit. The Constitution grants to Congress the powe! 
to establish post-offices and post-roads, and there goes necessat! 
with that grant the power to do anything to effect or accomplish te 
object of the grant. Hence if Congress sees proper to except out 0? 
the operation of the navigation laws vessels employed by virtue of a 
act of Congress in the carrying of the mail, Congress has a pertec’ 
right to except those vessels thus employed out of the operation 0° 
the navigation laws without in the slightest degree affecting the 
navigation laws themselves. 











| 

That is what this says; not that the navigation laws shall be re- 
‘od, but that vessels which are employed by the Government in 
Carving of the mail shall be owned and manned by American 

oes and the amendment offered by the Post-Office Committee, 

| 

| 

} 
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4 which is proposed to be amended by the Senator from Alabama, 
; - es alone to vessels employed by the Government in the execution 
ypues « i ae ’ ys 4 . ° 
ape onstitutional duty and without the slightest interference with 


L é 


Therefore I think that it 


is in 
be which the Senate 
- toaided to be not in contravention of the twenty-ninth rule. 

i “WHYTE. Mr. President, I wish I could vote conscientiously 
, mendment proposed by the § 


ition laws as I consider. 
sides, it simply periects the text of that 


. 


r 


Senator from Alabama, but I 
nfortunate propensity for being consistent in my votes, and 


ve an ull 
ea ‘ 


“ine obiected yesterday to this original amendinent as changing 
ne law and therefore liable to objection under the twenty-ninth | 
| feel compelled to vote against this amendment upon the same | 


sakes me that it isa repeal pro tanto of the navigation acts. I | 
<eto see themrepealed. I think the amendment of the Sen- 
1m Alabama is the best thing that has been presented to the 
onsideration of the Senate sinee this Post-Office appropriation bill 
3 been up, and if it were a substantive proposition I should vote 
‘or it with cheerful alacrity. I cannot vote for it now because I do 
not think it is in order, and therefore I shall vote to sustain the 
-heory that it is out of order. 
“But see What it would accomplish if it were only in order. It would 
ie y the hope, and the view, and the anxiety of that distinguished 
onblic benefactor, Mr. John Roach. It would be distressing to his 


neibilities if such an amendment as this should be tacked onto an 





st Si ° . . 
:mendment which in reality, however intended, is to redound entirely 
ind exclusively for his benefit. Mr. Roach does not want “free 


ships; he wants American-built ships to be engaged in this trafic. 
Why? Because Mr. Roach is the only man who has got the American- 
ships to comply with this requirement and this demand. Mr. 
Roach comes here and says that anybody that opposes him—so I read | 
from his testimony before the Committee on Finance—is a selfish man; | 
and he described me, (I do not object to it,) because I opposed his | 
subsidy two years ago, as a currier, a leather-man, in some anecdote | 


which he detailed to the Committee on Finance, because I was in | 
favor of building the ruined town in leather, being a currier, and tha 
[did not want anybody but myself and my own town to succeed. 
Mr 


r. Roach must have been cutting my cloth according to his own | 
He is selfish, and wants no free ships; he wants only ships | 

vn build to be used in this carrying trade. 

is proposition look how distressed he would be. 


ure. 
is OY 


If you adopted 
In this testimony 





here a paper that appears in the hands of nearly every shipping man of 

w York once a month or once in three months, (H. E. Moss & Co.'s Ocean Steam- 

) Cireular,) and in this list here published are four hundred and six iron ships 

all ages and of all tonnage, tied to the docks of Liverpool, Glasgow, and other | 
tor sale. 


| 

No wonder he is horrified at No won- | 

\erican capitalists to | 
has done and as other nations have 
ue that have increased their tonnage upon the ocean and buy ships 

here they can buy them cheapest. No wonder he is horrified at our | 

lity to go to Glasgow and other ports in Great Britain and buy | 
some of these four hundred and six iron ships and bring them over 

re torun in competition with him for a subsidy. 

lere is over forty million dollars’ worth of property for sale at a low valuation, | 

| 

| 


roposition for free ships. 
he doors to An 


a} 
er he dreads our opening wide t 
abroad and do as Germany 


Can any comment stronger than that be made upon our navigation 
aws, against which the junior Senator from Alabama [Mr. PuG1] so 
well inveighed the other day, that here is forty million dollars’ worth 
of property in steamships lying tied to the docks of British ports 
open for sale to American citizens and we are not able to go out and 

What a 

mentary it is upon our shortsightedness! We are asked to imi- 

te England in regard to subsidizing vessels, and yet we turn our 
backs upon what England did informer years. ‘To build up her ton- 


na 


my them and run them in the American ocean service ? 


yor 


nage, to inerease her ship-sailing facilities, she came to America and 
ought our Baltimore clippers and other sailing-vessels in those days | 
When we outstripped the world in the way of fast-sailing ships. 
togland did that. England permitted its people to come here and | 
buy these ships as cheaply as they could buy them and take them 

«to British ports to sail under the British flag; but we in our 
x isdom will not permit our citizens to do any such thing. 

LY I could vote for this amendment; but I cannot vote for it 

‘er my view of the rules of the Senate. Therefore I only desire 
to explain that while I favor this proposition, one of the very best, 
amy judgment, which has been proposed—while I approve of it 
“ntirely, under my views it is impossible for me to give it my sup- 
port upon this occasion, 
, Mr. PUGH. Will the Senator from Maryland allow me to ask him 
The would not support this amendment if the Senate should hold 
Lat itis in order ? 
Mr. WHYTE. I would not; because I do not think a majority a 
He Senate ought to control my judgment. 

Mr. McDONALD. Mr. President, the merits of the proposition | 
= fore the Senate have so far been discussed upon questions of order, | 
“rst, as to the amendment reported by the Senator from Texas, [Mr. | 
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MAXEY, } representing the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads, 
and now upon the amendment offered by the Senator from Alabama, 
[Mr. MorGAN.] I voted to sustain the Chair in deciding that the 
amendment first offered was not in order. I voted more upon the 
ground that I did not favor the proposition than upon the abstract 
question of order. Since I have been in the Senate I have found that 
upon this class of questions Senators have usually voted that that 
was in order which they were in favor of, and that that was not ir 
order which they were opposed to. If the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Alabama were addressed to a proposition which Ifavored, 
it would certainly meet my favor. If the proposition submitted by 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads through their chair 
man to add $1,000,000 to the Post-Office appropriation bill, to author- 
ize the Postmaster-General to establish ocean mail lines, was one 
which I velt ought to be adopted at this time, I should cortainly de- 
sire that it should be adopted with the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Alabama, made perhaps a little clearer in its terms than 
that amendment now stands. 

This discussion has run into the question of how our commercial 
marine has gone down to its present point and how it may be re- 
established. It is a lamentable fact that of our foreign commerce 
but little in proportion is carried by American vessels; that while 
twenty years ago three-fourths of it was carried in American vessels, 
but 17 per cent. of it is so carried now. The statistics show the addi- 
tional fact, not very encouraging to us, that if a disturbance should 
take place in Europe between two of the commercial nations of that 
hemisphere, by which their commercial marine might become locked 
up by the dangers of war, almost our entire surplus would remain 
upon our hands; that of the eight hundred and odd million dollars 





in 


| of our exports, as shown by the reports for the last current year, we 


should have the capacity to carry but 17 per cent., and should have 
to find some means of obtaining a shipment of the remainder until 
we could create the power within ourselves, or we should have to 
keep it on hand 

Many speculations as to the cause of this decadence of American 
shipping have been indulged in, and I do not think the statistics give 
any very clear exposition of it. That if could be remedied to some 
extent by a change in our policy in reference to the licensing and 
registration of vessels, I have no doubt. At one time it was supposed 
by our Government that it had greatly injured us during the late civil 
war for our commercial marine to be compelled in a great measure 
to take down the American flag and to take protection under foreign 
governments. That was certainly at one time regarded as a very great 
injury tous. It will be found in what is called the American case, 
in connection with the proceeding of the Geneva tribunal, that it 
was made one of the substantive grounds of complaint under which 
we sought to recover damages from Great Britain, that our vessels 
had been thus compelled to abandon the protection of our own flag 
and take protection under foreign governments. 

While contemplating that fact, when we look into our statute- 
books we find that at the close of the war, in 1866, just after this 
great damage and wrong had been suffered in the revision of our navi- 
gation laws, a distinct and substantive section was inserted by which 
those vessels that had thus, for the time being, denationalized them- 
selves were declared expatriated and prohibited from ever again re- 
turning; and that was put alongside of other legislation by which 
the right of registration and license was limited not merely to vessels 
owned by American citizens but to American-built vessels. These 
two facts do not go very well side by side, and yet they are promi- 


nent facts in connection with this branch of our industrial inter 
ests. 
Mr. President, I am of those who do not believe that the remedy 


is to come by the class legislation that is proposed in the amendment 
submitted by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. In the 
first place, a million dollars is here to be placed at the discretion of 
the Postmaster-General for the establishment of marine lines for the 
transportation of our mails. This, it is stated in the amendment, is 
to be equitably distributed between the ports of the Atlantic, the 
Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific; but every dollar may be expended 
in six months or a year, or in any other period that in the discretion 


of the Postmaster-General he may see proper to expend it. He is 
not required to enter into contracts for any determinate period of 
time. He is simply vested with authority to expend $1,000,000 in an 
experiment to establish ocean mail lines from the different ports of 

| the United States, which he may select under the very general limi- 
tation contained in this act. 

| Lam perfectly willing to provide for carrying our mails to foreign 
countries, and to provide liberally for it. I am also willing that in 


selecting the modes of conveyance there shall be discrimination in 
favor of our own citizens; but Iam not willing that this Government 
shall pay any portion of the freight bills of those who may ship pro 
duce from our country to foreign countries. If subsidies are to be 
resorted to I would rather go at once to the freighter than to the ship- 
owner, and give any direct subsidy to those who might ship to foreign 
countries with which our trade at present is limited, by way of build- 
ing it up, and subsidize upon the amount of their shipments or give 
drawbacks upon the amount of the freights that they have to pay. | 
would prefer to go to that directly rather than to undertake to subsi- 
dize lines of transportation. 

The objection that has been stated to this proposition it seems to 





— 


ann ican bern alae el inns, juin ee 


eae eee tere es 
Ee ee 


a 


Ss 


ao rns cnet te 


se th gr atten 


————— ee 


“ee 
anes 


[508 


1 


me is unanswerable. Whenever you subsidize a line between any 
port in the United States and a foreign port, you necessarily limit the 
amount that is to be transporte d between those ports to the « ipacity 
of that line and exclude competition from it. The subsidized line has 
the advantage. It has the patronage of the Gover ment, the counte- 
nance and support of the Government, and the Government money. 
The statistics read by the Senator from New York [Mr. KERNAN] in 
reference to the experiment made some years ago in reg ird to the 
trade and comm« rce between the ports ot New Y« and Rio de Ja- 
neiro are but a simple illustration of that fact. As ibsidized line of 


limited capacity carried a certain amount of freight for ten years, and 


' 
rt 





when the subsidy ended the line ended, and as a matter of course 
until volunteers cam until others came forward to engage in the 
trade upon their own account, the intercourse in the shape of com- 
merce almost ceased between those points. But during all that time 


the stream did not rise above the fountain, and could not rise above 
it from the very nature of the transaction in which the Government 
was thus engaged. 

If this experiment is to be tried, if this million dollars is to be thus 
put at the option of the Postmaster-General, I certainly hope and 
rust that all limitation and restriction in regard to the selection of 


g 
veasels, so that they shall be owned by citizens of the United States, 
wili be taken off, and that not merely one establishment in this coun- 
try, but the constructors of vessels of this class everywhere may have 

opportunity to sell them to American citizens to be used in this 
experiment. But I shall be compelled to véte against the entire ex- 
periment, because I do not believe it is the proper mode of restoring 
our lost condition upon the ocean, or of remedying the evils under 
which we are now suffering in that regard. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I will confine myself entirely to the 
amendment offered by my friend from Alabama, and I would not say 
i word except for the fact that I shall be compelled to vote against 
hat amendment while the principles involved in it meet my entire 
approbation. Three or four years ago on this floor I announced my 
desire to vote for measures changing our navigation laws; further 
than that, even to abrogate treaties if necessary in order to give a 
rebate to American bottoms. I have not changed my opinion upon 
that subject. In my judgment, it is the only way that we can bring 

But we cannot do it by 


; 
t 


back to us the commerce which we have lost. 
an amendment of this character, which, in my judgment, is plainly 
out of order. Therefore, while seemingly I should vote for an amend- 
ment of this character, I shall be compelled to vote against it because 
I believe it to be entirely out of order. While I would be very glad 
to join with my friend from Alabama in the passage of any measure 
which would give to American citizens the right to buy ships wher- 
ever they may choose to buy them, I would discriminate in favor of 
American bottoms after the ships become American bottoms, and in 
that way rebuild, if possible, our commerce. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. President, I concur in what has been expressed 
so brieily by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. EAToN.}] The prin- 
ciple that is embodied in the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] meets with my approbation. I would give 
to an American citizen the right to buy a ship wherever he may tind 
it to his interest to make the purchase, and bringing it to this coun- 
try make it an American ship; for unless we do away with the nay- 
igation laws of the United States which exclude vessels of foreign 
origin from the benefits and advantages pertaining to ownership by 
an American citizen, I have no hope uf seeing American citizens en- 
joying the advantages of the carrying trade of the products of our 
country. 

The destruction of this carrying trade is to my mind one of the most 
remarkable facts that we have witnessed in this remarkable age. 
Twenty-four years ago there belonged to American citizens almost 
altogether the carrying of American products and the bringing to this 
country the articles that our people bought abroad. The ratio car- 
ried by American vessels has diminished, as has been stated this after- 
noon, from 75 per cent. of the entire foreign trade of the country to 
17 per cent., while in every other department of industry we have 
grown in a manner that isalmost miraculous. While our population 
in twenty-four years has increased almost or quite a hundred fold, 
while our territory has been enlarged—I mean that which is brought 
under the hand and control of man—while our domestic productions 
of every kind have increased from one hundred to five hundred fold, 
we find the remarkable fact that the carrying trade of American citi- 
zens has been diminished in the ratio I have mentioned. 

There is a cause for this, and I do not think that it has been fully 
stated here. I do not propose to go into the discussion, however, be- 
cause the measures that are necessary, in my opinion, to correct the 
evil are net to-day before the Senate ; but there is a variety of causes. 
First, we have protected the ship-building interests out of existence; 
we have forbidden American citizens to buy any other than Ameri- 
can-built vessels to engage in the foreign trade, and the building of 
vessels has diminished from an average of two hundred and fifty per 
year to twenty-three per year. Protection has strangled this indus- 
try. That is one of the causes, and why has itso operated? People 
engage in buying ships and in operating them for the purpose of mak- 
ing a profit; and if they are compelled to buy ships at an advanced 
price; if,in other words, they are compelled to pay more than others are 
compelled to pay, they cannot enter into free competition with the 
other people who buy them cheaper than they. So I regard it as in- 
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dispensable if we are to enter upon legislation looking to ; 
: ’ 7, : L aws. 

ut that is not, in my opinion, the only cause of the de 
American shipping. In the past twenty years we have bee, 
in this country with what is called so familiarly here the we, ; 
rebellion. There was an immense waste of capital and of w 
the North and in the South. There was an accumulatio 
which is resting still upon the country. There was an e; 
of the pension-roll, which requires to-day forty or tifty 
lars annually, the interest upon our debt being seventy o, 
five million dollars annually. For the ten years past it has 
$100,000,000 annually, and is now not 
million dollars. All this waste we have had to supply. 

More than that, in the years that have rolled by since 1243; 
ernment has endeavored to build up the manufacturing jnte 
the country and every inducement and every persuasion {| 

) . ’ We ~ aVeM Ul 

ernment could offer has been offered to the capitalists of the , 
to invest their money in manufactures. Our manufacturiy ; 
has increased greatly beyond anything that had been before kn, 
in the history of this country. More than that, we have 
migrants to come here from abroad. We have built great 
railroad penetrating the wilds of the West and opening up to 
of our people and of those who come from abroad the vast te) 
that lie beyond the Mississippi River. Homesteads have bee, 
to the people. Bounties have been given by the Government ; 


porations to enable them to build railroads to penetrate 
western country and to carry there all the arts of civilizat; 


iess than seventy-fiy 


capital, the enterprise, the energies of our people have thus } 
gaged in opening up the great West and giving to the country 
say, and to the world, the magnificent productions of the soi! 
West, and thus our foreign trade has been increased. From 
cause and from this source there has been brought about that rema 
ble change in our foreign exchanges enabling us to resume spe 
ments and bring into the country one, two, or three hundred ; 
a year in the shape of gold, the value of our products export: 
the value of the products that we have brought from abroad 

I say the wealth of the country, the enterprise of our peop) 
energies of our people have been in a different direction, and w, 
day, in consequence of the well-directed efforts of the citizens of ¢) 
United States, are the most prosperous people on the face 
globe. No other people are fed and clad and enjoy the comforts tha: 
the American people enjoy. Great Britain has a large commerce: s 
has Germany ; so has Spain; so has every European power; but sti 
do the subjects of those governments enjoy the comforts accorded 
that, I might almost say, belong to every American citizen? N 
all. We are a rich people, and we are growing richer every da 
North, South, East, and West. There is an improvement and an ad 
vance in wealth. Can we expect, does any reasonable man ex). 
that we can surpass all the peoples of the world in every depart 
of industry? Have we any reason to expect that we shall surpass 
our English friends, or our German friends, or the French, a pec 
who have a civilization equal to our own, a people who are advanced 
in the arts, a people who are our equal in respect to the sciences 
and in everything that civilization can bring? I certainly do not 
expect it. 

I have no doubt there will be disappointments whatever measur 
we may adopt in the Congress of the United States to restor 
carrying trade to American citizens. There will be disappointments 
because I do not think that we have taken a broad enough view ot 
this whole subject. I should vote for the amendment offered by 
Senator from Alabama to the amendment that comes from the Post 
Office Committee if it were broad enough, if it would at once abolis! 
the navigation laws of the United States, with a view to make an ex 
periment, not believing that in one year, or in five years, or 
years, or indeed in twenty years, we can recover our lost 
trade, but with a view to make the effort and to diversify the indus- 
tries of our people, to take away some part of their capital which is 
now invested in manufactures, some part of their enterprise and thei! 
energy that is now directed to the development of the country thal 
is west of us, and save something for the children and grandchildre: 
of those who are living to-day, for I believe that we are settling up 
our great domain much toorapidly. I believe the American people at 
making a mistake in encouraging to come from abroad 300,000, oF 
500,000, or 1,000,000, as they would be welcome should they com 
settle up our vacant territories. We are saving nothing for thos 
whocomeafterus. We have a population to-day in the United States 
sufficient for every purpose that we should desire. We have enous! 
to make us one of the strongest governments upon earth. Wé ‘ 
enough to give us an internal commerce the most magnificent (a 
the world has ever seen. We have population enough and territor 
enough already opened up to the industries of our people to make! 
as I said a while ago, the richest people in all the comforts that © 
accompany civilization upon the globe. I think in that we are mas 
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ing a mistake. I would wish to diversify still further our industries. 
I should like to see a part of that capital, I should like to see som 


an peo 


of that enterprise and some of the great energies of the Ameri 
ple turned in the direction that is now desired. i 

But I cannot vote for the amendment, because it means nothing, 
It seems to me, I say so respectfully, that it is nothing more than 


empiricism. 


It undertakes, by establishing three or iour lines of 





and putting upon the ocean ten or twelve ships, to restore 





are teak @ arrying trade, amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars, 
7 “in it up to 50, 60, or 79 per cent. of the entire foreign com- 
‘eoa ot the country, and place it where it was twenty-five years 
: That reminds me very much of the story that is told of Mrs. 

—— on. who undertook with her broom to sw eep back the rolling 
ee er the ocean that were threatening to overwhelm her. You 
nothing in that way. It isa mere drop in the bucket; it will 

+¢o nothing. Your million of dollars thus expended will pay 

hat? As has been said by other Senators here to-day, it will 
tild up a few capitalists at the expense of those who are com- 

. vith them. You establish a line of these steamers from New 
Yi vo Rio Janeiro, and what will be the effect upon the commerce 


ore? I remember a few years ago thirty or forty sailing- 
s not steam-vessels, where sailors were trained, were employed 
a altimore and Rio trade. What was the effect of the bounties 
paid by the Government toa line of steamers? It was 
» destroy the interests connected with that shipping. That 

Le 


be ettect at da tl > only ettect of it. I think that the re medy 
be more radical: you must go to the very root of this thing. 
ree with what the Senator from Connecticut has said, that if 


legislation you 

6 ‘ 

st abolish your navigation laws, and you must extend to all the 

Arperical people (not to a few, not to the builder of an iron vessel 

he advantages that 

derived from legislation, and you must have freedom of 
t tl luties on all 


tition, In other words, let there be a rebate ot ¢ 
‘les brought into this country in American bottoms. | 


a wren ¢ rada ’ 
nect to restore the ocean arrying Trad by 


Delaware, excluding everybody else) t 














ea aa 
ow what rate per cent. would be required, but if I to-day 
e¢ for any subsidy system my mind would take that direc- 
make it free and equal to eve ry body. I cannot vote for this 
me nt 
Mr. President, I beg pardon of the Senate for detaining it as long 
sIhave. Lintended when I rose to say only one word 
Mr MORGAN. Mr. Pre sident, I think it would be entire ly fair, as 
ver of this amendment-—— 
Mr. CONKLING. As it is Saturday afternoon and well-nigh five 
k, Lask the Senator from Alabama whether he will yield to : 
n to adjourn ? 
Mr. MORGAN. Iwill in a very few moments, I will say to the 


Senator from New York. 

ud be entirely fair, I was about to remark, as the mover of 
roposition, that I should be allowed some latitude upon the 
ts of this proposition, which have been brought into this debate 
ch contrary to the views of the Senate under the fortieth 
ecause as I understand the Chair has not yet decided, but 
Senators have taken the liberty to express a very wide and reveren- 
] ty tothe rules of the Senate. I prize that, particularly as 
recedents, as was shown by the Senator from Kansas this morn- 
ng, are revolutionized whenever the judgment of the Senate changes 
pon a particular proposition, especially under the rules relating to 
the bringing in of amendments to appropriation bills. You can find 
ilmost any kind of decision by the Senate upon those rules you choose 
tolook for. The fact is that the Senate in ruling matters in order or 
ut of order upon appropriation bills under the two rules which have 
been quoted here is frequently moved, as has been confessed by Sen- 
ators on the floor this afternoon, by the consideration that it bestows 
upon the amendment itself and not upon the question of order that 
sinvolved in it. Whenever the Senate has seen proper to introduce 
a subject into an appropriation bill, it has always found a reason for 
doing so; and in truth no one decision made by the Senate is a prece- 

dent for another unless the cases are precisely alike. 

The case that is now presented is not like any that has heretofore 
been presented. I desire to state to the Senate substantially the 
grounds upon which I think this amendment is in order, and then I 
shall have said on this subject all I desire to say at this time. 

On page 8, line 124, under the head of “ Office of Superintendent 
it Foreign Mails,” the Committee on Appropriations, following what 











the House had done, appropriated “for transportation of foreign 
mails, $225,000,” without saying anything as to how they shall be 


ansported, or in what kind of ships. When we turn to the statutes 
on that subject we find that the Postmaster-General has a right to 
ontract with ships built in America, or to contract with ships built 
abroad, for the expenditure of that sum of money; so that we have 
both classes already in the provisions of the law; and the money is 
appropriated out of the Treasury to pay the expenses of transporting 
mails to be carried in American-built ships or in foreign- 
ships, as the Postmaster-General may see proper. This amend- 
ment adds to that sum $1,000,000, and that the whole effect of it; 
‘0 that the appropriation stands on the statutes at $1,225,000 for car- 
Tying toreign mails, with this addition: 

Fer additional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be « xpended, &c. 

The additional postal service is not provided for under the laws of 
the United States in reference to the manner in which it shall be ex- 
pended, Therefore it is proper when we vote the money for that 
additional service that we should indicate the channels through which 
that money is to be used ; and inasmuch as the existing laws author- 
ize the Postmaster-General to contract with foreign-built ships and 
also with American-built ships for the transportation of these mails, 
there can be no violation of the rules of the Senate and no repeal of 
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the statutes by saying to what particular classes of ships this. partic- 
ular appropriation of a million dollars shall be applied. Nor can 
there be any violation of law or repeal or alteration of law by say- 
ing that the vessels which are employed, as the Senator from Texas 
so well remarked, to carry these mails back ana forth, shall be enti- 
tled to the privileges of American-built ships; that is, to wear our 
tlag and to have an American register while they are engaged in the 
service, not permanently, but while they are thus employed. 

It would be a strange thing if the Postmaster-General under exist- 
ing laws can employ foreign-built ships to carry the mails of the 
United States, and if the Senate of the United States in increasing 
the appropriation has no right to say that those vessels shall be ac- 
cepted in this country for registration as if they had been built in 
this country. Senators taik about consistency as if they felt that 
they were really very consistent; but there is no cousistency in action 
of this kind. 

Some remarks have been made about the doctrine of subsidy con- 
tained in this amendment. If you leave it to stand where it is as 
ottered by the committee, Senators claim that it isa subsidy. If you 
put my amendment upon it, then you say it is not quite so much of 
a subsidy, but yet some argue that it is a subsidy even after that is 
put upon it. Let us see what Senators who have been so anxious 


about subsidies have done on this very bill, and let us see what dem- 
ocrats in the House and in the Senate, who as yet have a majority of 
both bodies, have done in reference to the matter of voting subsidies 
to foreign ships and foreign countries. I will read a prov »> in the 
appropriation bill which follows the appropriation I have just read 


Provide 
New Zealand : 
tation of the B 
to exceed one-ha 


’ Postmaster-General is authorized to pay to the col es of 
New South Wales so much of the costof the overland trans 


1 closed mails t« l 1 





ind from Australia as he may deem just, not 


) 
l cost; and the sum of $40,000 is hereby appropriated for 






Lhat purpose 


What is that? The sof New Zealand and New South 
Wales have made by colonial legislation a subsidy of $450,000 per an- 
num to two lines of steamships sailing between those colonies and 
San Francisco. One of the lines is an American-owned line, and the 
other is a British line. The American mails are carried upon these 

t 





steamships, and we pay the sea postage under this very appropriation 
to those ships for carrying that mail. In addition thereto we subsi 
dize them to the extent of paying one-half of the cost of the trans- 
portation of the British mails clear across this continent upon our 
railroads, in order that we may compensate the British Government 
for having extended to them such a large amount of subsidy. 

Something has been said about John Roach and Brazil. John Roach 
did receive a subsidy from Brazil, and the Brazilian Government 
made if a condition of that subsidy that the American Government 
should pay an equal sum—s100,000 I think it was. We refused todo 
that upon the ground that we were subsidizing John Roach, an Amer- 
ican ship-builder. What have we done in this bill except to subsi- 
dize a British line to convey the mails from New Zealand and New 
South Wales to San Francisco by paying half the expenses of the 
transportation of the British closed mails across this continent ? 

Mr. WALLACE. It is not a British, but an American line. 

Mr. MORGAN. That makes it only so much the worse. We are 
subsidizing an American line, then, that carries the British mails. 

Mr. WALLACE. We are not subsidizing them; we simply give 
them the mails to carry. 

Mr. MORGAN. We give them the sea postage for the transporta- 
tion of these mails, and this bill provides for that. In addition to 
that, we give $45,000 for the transportation of those mails closed 
across this continent in order to give them that advantage. It can- 
not be that that is aspecial subsidy. It is nothing but asubsidy, and 
Senators who put that on the bill and recommend it here rise on this 
floor and inveigh against an amendment which does contain no feat- 
ure of a subsidy, but leaves these mail contracts open to competition 
in bidding just as much as the star-route contracts are left open to 
all American citizens. We confine what we are doing to Americar 
citizens as contractors, but we say they ought to have the right to 
buy their ships wherever they can buy them for this particular pur- 
pose, and after they have been bought for this particular purpose 
and while they are employed in this particular service they ought to 
have the liberties, rights, and privileges of American-built ships. 

I beg pardon on my part for having violated this fortieth rule. I 
really feel that Iam loyal to the rules of the Senate, and I try to 
obey them as I go along usually; but older Senators than I am, who 
have been here much longer, have taken the liberty this afternoon of 
discussing this question out of order. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WALLACE. I trust the Senator will not press that motion 
now. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I hope not. We want to get more work done 
yet to-day. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. We have been here a long time, and the Senate 
is not in a condition to go on further to-day. I insist on my motion. 

Mr. WALLACE. I hope the Senator will allow me to make a state- 
ment. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I withdraw the motion to allow the Senator to 
make a statement, if he will renew it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode Island 


withdraws the motion. 
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Sci dec ae a a a lal 


.WAL L, ACE. Iam only anxious that the Senate should dispose 
of th e question of order to-day. We can doit by a vote immediately, 
and the main question as to whether this peopesitios 1 shall go upon 
the bill I am content shall go over until Monday, and we can dispose 
of the question on Monday. 


Mr. ALLISON. Sitting it out 





= WAL LACE. Sitting it out Monday if it takes a night session. 

KIRKWOOD. Can we not fix sometime Monday at which we 

™ n et through with this bill and get to other things which are 
pressing upon the attention of the Senate? 

Mr W ALLACE. | Itis very dif ticult to get an understanding of that 
kind in the Senate: but I desire to give notice that I shall ask the 
Senate to finish thy ill on Mor day. I hope we shall have a vote on 
the ue 10 Oot ¢ cle now. 

Che PRESIDING OFFICER. The question before the Senate is, 
is the amendment of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] in 
ora 

TLER. I be reported 
ESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will report the amend- 
Cnn CLERK. It is propo dd to add at the end of the amend- 

, | by the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads: 

t ntries are so accepted and employed, the same 
{ rights ileges secured by law to sels built in | 
‘ i ‘ he privilege of engaging in the coastwise 

Mr. MORRILL. I! ive to lay the amendment on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont, to lay the amendment just reported on the 


r,. WALLACE t1 iderstand what theeftect of the motion is. 


The PRESIDDID NG OF I 1c) ER. The present occupant of the chai 





would hold that under the rules of the Senate, it would carry the 
imens t of the Senator from Texas, wh ich has been ruled in order. 
It would not afiect the bill. The question is on the motion made by 
nator from Vermont to lay the amendment on the table. 
I qj stion being put, there were on a division- ayes 15, noes 21; 
» quorum voting 
Ir. HARRIS. Il ask for the yeas and nays. 
ELLER. I will vote “no” to make a quorum. Iam paired 


vote the same way as my pair. 
PRESIDING OFFICER. The 


» Senator from Tennessee asks for 


the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CONKLING. Pending that call I move that the Senate ad- 
io 

The question bei: put, there were on a division—ayes 12, noes 34. 

The PI -ESIDING OFF IC] ER The Senate refuses to adjourn, and 
the question recurs on the motion of the Senator from Vermont to 
li the i mendme on the t a. 

Mr. \ VALL AC I call for another vote by adivision onthatques- 
? 7 


Mr. BUTLER. I simply desire to say that if the yeas and nays 
are called on the motion to amend made by the Senator from Ala- 
bama, I shall vote that the amendment is not in order. I desire, 
however, to say that I am in entire accord with the principle of tha 
amendment, and if my friend from Alabama will bring it in as a sep- 
arate proposition I shall vote for it with a great deal ¢ f pleasure. 
But I do not believe it is in order, and therefore shall vote that it is 
not in order. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Isu t tothe Senator from Pennsy! 
aiter the pairs are taken « mut ; th ere i no quorum present, an 


that he allow the bill to go over until Monday. 





Mr. KIRKWOOD. Cannot we have an understanding that we 
shall | ] ive it end d some time on Mond: { 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I am ready for that, but there is no quorum pres- 
ent after the pairs are taken 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from Vermont, to table the amendment, upon which the 
Senator from Tennessee has called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HARRIS. Ihave no objection to a division if there is a quorum 
present. I will withdraw the demand for the yeas and nays 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The will put the question 
again and take another count by a division. 





McDONALD I should like to understand the force of that 
vote. Would it carry with the ndment offered by the Senator 





from Texas himself ! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ruling of the present occupant 
of the chair is that tabling this amendment tables the amendment of 
the Senator from Texas. The question is on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, to table the amendment of the Senator from Ala- 
bama. 

Mr. BECK. Before that vote—— 








The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate can only proceed by consent, | 


the motion being to lay on the table. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire tostate I am not at liberty to vote atall, 
being paired. I am paired with the Senator from Maine [ Mr. BLAINE] 
and cannot vote at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion to lay 
the amendment on the table : 


| and I shall not vote. 


? 
ie. 

Mr CONKLING Does that rrv the original amendment with it ? | 
ir. ( Nivbil . a iat carry the originai amendment with it? | 
1 
s 


consent. If the Senator f 


| standing that I should vote if there was not a quorat n at any time 


The question being put, there were on a division—ayes }7 


~ hoes 2]- \ 

no quorum voting. ’ at 
Mr. TELLER and others. Let us have the yeas and nav: ; 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 3 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motioy os, a 


Senator from Vermont, to lay on the table the amendment of +1... 
ator from Alsbame. ais a 

Mr. COCKRELL. I did not vote upon the last question je, 
was paired with the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. Pie MB. at th, 
stance of the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HAMLIN. } Tam also naira 
upon this question which is now about to be submitted to the Sana 
lf the Senator from Kansas were here, he we: 
vote, I presume, as I am int yrmed by the Senator from Maine : 
and I should vote “ yea.’ 

Mr. INGALLS 
= ; 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The last vote did. 

Mr INGALLS. And can the yeas and nays be ordered whe, 
iS 1 o quorum pre sent : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was being done by unaniy 


Did not the last vote disclose the want of u } 





deh 

rom Kansas obje cts it cannot proceed, 
a CO} NKLING. To what has unanimous consent been giy: 

Che PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks unanimous eo) 
was given to the ordering of the yeas and nays upon the motion t, 
lay upon the table 

Mr. CONKLING. My consent was not given, and I was here. 
demand the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the roll to ascertain whether there is a quorum present. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WHYTE, (when his name was called.) I have been paire 
with the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. FERRY, ] but with the under. ( 





The Se cretary will proces d to ca 











| Mr. BURNSIDE. I see by the roll-call that there ar just forty 


Senators here. Taking out the pairs, it is manifest that there js y, 
quorum present, and I think it would be wise to adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll-call discloses forty-six § 
tors present. 

Mr. WALLACE. With the understanding that immediately after 


+ol 
Lake 


| the disposition of the routine morning business—not after the clos 
| of the morning hour—on Monday I shall ask the Senate t 
land finish the bill before the Senate adjourns on Monday, I mov 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at five o’clock and two minutes} 
m.) the Senate adjourned. 


Oo 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, February 12, 1881. 


The House met at eleven o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Cha; 
Rev. W. P. Harrison, D. D. 
| The Journal of yesterday was read 

TAX ON WEISS BEER. 

Mr. CARLISLE, by unanimous consent, from the Committee o1 
Ways and Means, reported back, with an amendment, House bill No 
6983, to regulate the collection of the tax on weiss beer; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KING. I rise to a privileged report. 
| Mr. TUCKER. Ihave a report to make from the Committ 
Ways and Means. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair will endeavor to recognize gent 


and approved 


The Chair will recognize the ge! 
man from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER. ] 
ALL SOULS CHURCH, WASHINGTON. 

Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the joint resolution (Il. RB. 
| No. 349) authorizing the remission or refundi ng the duty ona te 
| glass window from London, England, for All Souls church, in W l 
| ington ; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and the accompanying report ordered tobe pru 
| 
| 


in the order of their committees. Tl 


EXPORT TAX ON TOBACCO, ETC. 


_ r. TUCKER, from the same committee, also, by unanimous con: 
sent, reported, as a substitute for House bill No. 6592, a bill (H R. 
No. 7161) to repeal so much of section 3325 of the Revised Statute 


irst ant 


| as imposes an export tax on tobacco, &c.; which was re sad a fil 
| second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

| Mr. KIN( I desire to make a privileged report. 

| Mr. PAGE. call for the regular order 

| Mr. PAGI I call for the regular order 

| Mr. WARNER. I call for the regularorder. Let us have a morn- 
| ing hour in which these reports can be made. 








Mr. ATKINS. If the regular order is demanded, I will move to dis- 

ce with the morning hour. 

Mr. CLYMER. I desire to report from the Committee on Appro- 

cations the Army appropriation bill with the Senate amendments 

ti he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that unanimous consent should 
viven for that purpose. : P 

fy ATKINS. Does it require unanimous consent ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hardly thinks that it does. ; 

Mr. CONGER. If it isa privileged report, then it can come in at 
sme when other business 1s not so pressing. ' y 

‘rhe SPEAKER. The object of the Chair isto facilitate the trans- 
on of the most important business by the House, an‘ if forced to 

“9 so the Chair would recognize the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
\r, CLYMER] as entitled at this time to make the report asa privi- 


a 





aged report. 


Wr. ATKINS. There will be no objection, I suppose. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


ifr, CLYMER, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported 

ok. with the Senate amendments thereto, the bill (H. R. No. 6719) 
waking appropriations for the support of the Army for the fisca 
vear ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes. 
f The Committee on Appropriations recommend concurrence in amend- 
ments of the Senate numbered 3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 16, and 17. 
“The committee recommend non-concurrence in the amendments 
the Senate numbered 1, 11, 12, and 15. 

The committee recommend that Senate amendment number 2 be 
eoneurred in with an amendment; to strike out the last four words, 
“ond length of service.” 

Mr, CLYMER. Idesire to explain briefly to the House wherein the 
Committee on Appropriations recommend concurrence and wherein 
‘hey recommend non-concurrence with the Senate amendments, and 
the reasons therefor. 

The first amendment of the Senate in which concurrence is recom- 
mended is the amendment numbered 3. It is a mere transfer of a 
provision in the bill as it passed the House from one portion of the bill 
10 nother. 

The next amendment in which concurrence is recommended is 

mendment No. 4, in lines 59 and 60 of the printed bill. As the bill 

issed the House it provided for one retired ordnance sergeant. Since 
he bill passed the Honse it has been ascertained that there are two 
retired ordnance sergeants, and the Senate amendment is to provide 

r two retired ordnance sergeants, instead of one. ; 

Amendment No. 5 of the Senate is merely 2 verbal amendment. 
Amendment 6 of the Senate relates to the transfer of a provision of 

bill from one portion to another. It is the transfer of the follow- 
provision to a preceding portion of the bill: 





f 
Ol 





ne 
And for payment of any such officers as may be in service, either upon the active 
ired list, during the year ending June 30, 1882,in excess of the numbers for 
h class provided for in this act. 





The next amendment in which concurrence is recommended is 
amendment No. 7, commencing in line 83 of the bill. It is to insert 
a provision allowing to the Lieutenant-General of the Army $100 per 
month for commutation of quarters. 

The next amendment in which concurrence is recommended is 
amendment No. &, in line 123 of the printed bill, to insert the words 
“and lights” before the words “ for offices,” &c. It is in the portion 
of the bill making appropriation for quartermaster supplies, and is 
intended to provide lights for offices, enlisted men, hospitals, &c. 

The next amendment of the Senate in which concurrence is recom- 
mended isan amendment numbered 9, in line 136 of the printed bill, 
increasing the appropriation for the regular supplies of the Quarter- 
master’s Department from $3,250,000 to $3,500,000. It is an increase of 
the appropriation by $250,000, It is made by the Senate for this rea- 
son: When the bill passed the House it contained 9, reappropriation 
of the amount of $564,714.25. The Senate disagreed with the House 
in making that reappropriation and determined that it was better to 
allow the law to stand as it is, and to appropriate directly what was 
eded instead of reappropriating any unexpended balance, so that 
the unexpended balances in the Quartermaster’s and other depart- 
nents of the Army shall be covered into the Treasury at the end of 
two years, according to the law as it now stands. 

While the Committee on Appropriations of the House, when they 
prepared this bill, thought it would be well, as there were large 
amounts which had been appropriated in former years for the Quar- 
termaster’s Department still unexpended, to reappropriate a portion 
of that money, still that committee does not deem it expedient to 
“iter with the Senate in regard to this question of reappropriations, 
especially as the Senate Committee on Appropriations seemed to be 
unanimously of the opinion that instead of making any reappropria- 
‘ion we had better make direct appropriations. The House com- 
re therefore recommend concurrence in that amendment of the 
Senate, 

The next amendment of the Senate in which concurrence is recom- 
mended is amendment No. 10, commencing in line 133 of the printed 
vill, It is to insert the following : 


Provided, That there shall be no discrimination in the issue of forage against 








olnce >t . . * : : . 
te be manna east of the Mississippi River, provided they are required by law 
to be 2 J 


ed, and actually keep and own their animals. 
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In 1879, in the Army appropriation bill of that year, it was provided 
that forage should not be allowed to officers serving east of the Mis- 
sissippi River. Complaint was made that great injustice was done 
by that provision of the Army appropriation bill of 12:79. The Senate 
Committee on Appropriations unanimously hold that there was no 
well founded reason why oflicers serving east of the Mississippi River 
should not receive forage while those serving west of the Mississippi 
River should receive it. There seemed to be no reason why an oflicer 
of the Army serving in Saint Louis should receive forage while an 
officer serving on the opposite bank of the Mississippi should not 
receive it. It was deemed a merely arbitrary line for which no good 
reason could be given. After full consideration of the subject, the 
House Committee on Appropriations felt that justice required us to 


accele to this proposition. The provision is guarded as well as we 
could guardit. Ywill read the provision which the Senate attached: 
Provided, That there shall be no discrimination in the issue of forage against 





officers serving east of the Mississippi River, provided they are required by law to 
be mounted, and actually keep and own their animals. 

We do not see why ofiicers who are required to keep horses, and 
who actually do own them and pay for their feed, should receive no 
allowance for such expenses while serving east of the Mississippi, al- 
though ofiicers serving west of the Mississippi receive such allowance 
under precisely similar circumstances. This consideration has com- 
mended itself to our sense of justice; and therefore we have recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. DUNNELL. How long has this discrimination existed 

Mr. CLYMER. Since 1°79. It has created great dissatisfaction, 
causing a feeling that gross injustice was done to oflicers serving cast 
of the Mississippi River. 

The thirteenth amendment (in which the Committee on Appropria 
tions recommend concurrence) increases the appropriation for cloth- 
ing $100,000. This comes under the same considerations as the 
amendment increasing by $250,000 the appropriation for Quartermas- 
ter’s supplies. 

The fourteenth amendment strikes out in lines 227 to 234 the pro- 
vision as passed by the House for the reappropriation of unexpended 
balances. In this, as I have already stated, we recommend concur- 
rence. 

The tifteenth amendment (in which we recommend non-concurrence) 
provides that $50,000 may be used, under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War, for the manufacture or purchase of magazine guns. 

The sixteenth and seventeenth amendments, in lines 301 to 302, are 
merely verbal. 

We have recommended non-concurrence in the first amendment, 
increasing from $75,000 to $97,000 the appropriation for expenses of 
recruiting and transportation of recruits. We have made this recom- 
mendation for the purpose of being able to confer with the Senate 
committee as to the necessity there may be for this increase. This is 
a mere matter of precaution, which we deem proper on the part of 
the House. 

The amendment numbered 11 is with reference to the provision in 
lines 200 to 202 on the subject of land-grant railroads. The provision 
as passed by the House was submitted by the Quartermaster-General 
of the Army, and we deemed it a proper one. The Senate has in- 
serted an amendment as to the propriety of which the House Com- 
mittee on Appropriations were not determined. We felt it to be the 
safer course to non-concur, so that in conference with the Senate 
committee, and upon consultation with the Quartermaster-General 
and the Auditor of Railroads, we may agree upon some provision which 
shall absolutely protect the rights of the Government under any cir- 
cumstances. The twelfth amendment of the Senate adds at the end of 
line 210 a provision with reference to this same subject of land-grant 
railroads, and we have recommended non-concurrence for the same 
reason. 

The second amendment is to insert after the word “ pay,” in line 
43, this provision : 

And the actual time of service in the Army or Navy, or both, shall be allowed 
all ofticers in computing their pay and length of service. 

We deemed it entirely equitable that the actual time served by an 
officer in the Army or Navy should be allowed in computing his pay; 
but it was not deemed wise that this should in every case be counted 
in determining length of service, as it might create great confusion 
and give rank which would not be right. The committee did not 
deem it just that service at the Naval Academy or at West Point 
should be counted in giving rank. Therefore we recommend that 
the House concur in this amendment, with an amendment striking 
out the words “ and length of service.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask for a vote on the amendments. 

Mr. VALENTINE. What is the recommendation of the committee 
with reference to the amendment referred to in regard to computing 
length of service ? 

Mr. CLYMER. We recommend the striking out of the words “and 
length of service,” because otherwise the provision would change, as 
we think improperly, the relative rank of officers. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I think the Senate is right on that point; and 
I want to vote that way. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I believe the gentleman, if he considers the ques- 
tion, will find that heis mistaken. Suppose two young men are com- 
missioned as first lientenants on the same day—one of them appointed 
from civil life and the otker coming from West Point. We do not 
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thin] proper that ch case the young man appointed from West 
Point should have four years’ advantage by reason of his service at 
the Military Academy. 

Mr. CLYMER. It would work great inequality, which we think 
was not intended by the Senate. ‘To prevent misconstruction we have 
rece I ded an stril ne ¢ t the 3 i engtl of 
sery 

The Senate au dments in which concurrs © was recommended 
were concurred in: thos i which non-concurrence was recommended 

+ af +) nade dn eaten 
were 1 oncur! ind t mename ot the Senate to Vy hich 
an amendment was reported from the Committee on Appropriations 
Was < rea i 

} i Al } LANATION 

Mr. ANDERSON. 1 Mr. Speaker, to a question of page al | 
pri eu ) en the bill authori , ere ‘ —— 
lic 1 ( orth, K sas, was tio the 
foll ( curred 

‘I 

T, building 
at ‘ “8 i 
qs1 I eort 
Ur 

l | ( ! Pp s 

1« 

M | T ce? 

rhe s 

T) 

I S y 
oft ‘ ‘ 3 
bu ‘ ‘ ‘ é ( ' 
cel ( ! t cre 
ac -_ erstandu Is there objection to the considerat of this bill 
Al Six gentlemen rising object to the consideration of this bill. 

l e the point that two gentlemen we ce l who were 

not rising to obj I will state there is no public building in that State 1 
entlemen who rise to object ar tie entile! n from Ohio 
M e gentlen from Wisconsin, [Mr. Bra the gentleman from 
\! Ir. S t entleman from VW ‘ Mr. ] the gen 
th Mr. und 1 i inia 

\I ( l ( Lit ( ( 

v AN I ‘ name 

} TOWNSHEND, of Illi Mi Spe i ) t hear 
what is going on in the Hall. 

The SPEAKER. It is because members will not eserve order. 
The Sergeaut t-Arms requesi mbers » 1 me he seats 
and preserv. — 

Mr. ANDERSON. The new rule provides that a bill shall be con- 
sidered unless five members rise in their seats to objec Yesterday 
upon the annonne by the Chair that the requisite number of 

7 


gentlemen had objected, I asked for a recount by maki 3 the : point 
that two gentlemen were aan who were not rising to object 
Some time afterward I irprised at the intimation * a gentle- 
man that this request for a recount was being construed on the floor 
as a reflection by me upon the person: il veracity or fairness of the 
Speaker, in which view I foun d that gentleman to concur; and upon 
examining the Recorp there is found: ition for such construction. 

Now. Mr. Speaker, I have too much respect for you personally, and 
too square an opinion of the non-partisan fairness which character- 
izes your rulings in the aa to bn capable of intention: een laying a 
founda 


ion for any such reflection ; and I have altogether too much 
respect lor Iny own sense of justice to pe rmit an it justi e done by 


me to anybody to remain uncorrected. So far from having any de- 


r 
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sire to question your count or to place the Chair in an unpleasant 
light, the thought never even entered my mind that I was so doing. 
If it had, I would not have made the point. And on reading my 
language I find that it may convey an impression wholly different 
from the only one which I designed to convey. 

This new rule is so new, and the constructions placed upon it are 
so various, that none of us exactly know just what is proper and what 
is not. I believed yesterday that I had an undoubted right to ask for 
a recount, and that the exercise of this right could in no proper way 
be construed as an imputation upon either the accuracy or impar- 
tiality of the Chair. And that is precisely my belief to-day after an 
examination of the matter. 

Take the instance of a rira voce vote and of the demand for a divis- 
ion, does anybody construe such a demand by a member as a reflec- 
tion upon the Chair Or take the instance, exactly analogous to the 
case in point, where, after a rising vote, and after the Chair has 
counted members standing in their places, tellers are demanded ; is 
such a demand construed as an imputation upon the Chair? Most 
certainly not. And after a division by tellers nothing is more com- 
mon than a call for yeas and nays; but nobody ever supposed that 
the object in calling for yeas and nays is that of reflecting on either 
the honor or the fidelity of the tellers. These several d 





lemands are 
made from wholly different motives and to effect wholly different 
objects, such as gaining time to explain a subject to members, or for 
the purpose of seeing how they vote, or to put them on record. It 
was from such motives, and not at all with the purpose of question- 
ing the fidelity of the Speaker’s count, that I asked for a recount. 

It often happens in a rising vote that members are standing who 
do not know what question is pending or that a vote is being taken, 
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and wh 10 therefore certainly cannot intend to vote: yet the C 
compelled to count them. a 
Now, yesterday I noticed gentlemen over the Way standing, } 
earnest conversation, one of whom I thought to be the gent). 
from Ohio, [Mr. WARNER,] and whom, of course, the Spe: yan 
bound to count. One purpose I had in asking for a recount » 
avail myself of the hope that my friend from Ohio wags Oitmaa 


his views on the silver question and was not opposed to oo ae 





AKE 


House the simple chance of voting one way or the ot] = on 

authorizing g the erection of a public building in the largest ej 
state having a million of people. But, eas for ; 
esteemed friend had not gotten started on finances so early 


day. Iexpress my sincere regret that he had not. 


Another pt urpose I had in requesting a recount w as becaus ' 
to the rapidity of the proceeding, I hi 1d not seen all of the van: 


eS CULIE 


who objecte J, and I wanted to know who the xy Were, AS a Matter 
curiosity and as reliable data for a careful study of human : ; 
The science of psychology is as interesting as it is exhaust]ece 
there are some data to be obtained on this floor res] pecting 


forces which shape the actions of men that are rarely met t els 


I am fond of that science, a1 nd pounced upon the opportunity 
terday just as an ¢ ntomologist does on a new bug. And J 


hat the data has been preserved -preserved in the RECO! 
at the time I only wished personal information. 

The reason for that, Mr. Speaker, was this: there is no dis; 
the Union more vigorously republican than the one for which } 
pear; nor is there any republican on this floor who is more gin 
stalwart than am I. All of the gentlemen who objected were de; 

One was from Alabama, one from Tennessee, two from Wis. 
consin, one from Ohio, one from Pennsylvania, and one from New} 

Mr. ee AGG. Mr. op aker, I rise to a question of order, Is i 
missible der the rules, when a gentleman rises to make an a 
to the ( ‘hair, to conclude his remarks by making attacks on other 
bers of the House 

Mr. ANDERSON. I have not concluded my personal exp 
and am exactly in the line of it. I am showing whyI did1 
to say what it Was 81 ipposed I had said. 

The SPEAKEI The gentleman will contine himself to his; 
son: ’ explanation. 

ANDERSON. Iam doing that just exactly. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin is making ¢ 
point it is not a part of a personal explanation to attack other n 
bers. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Iam not attacking anybody. 

The SPEAKER. In their representative capacity 

Mr. ANDERSON. Iam not attacking them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the point well taken. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Iam not attacking them. Iam simply stating 
afact. [Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, two years ago, out of the thirty-one counties 
then voting in my district, there was only one of the sm in which tl 
democrats had a m: jority, and that one was the identical county 
— 1 this building was to be erected. 

. HOUSE. Ido not think the speech the gentleman is now mak- 
ing is connected in any respect with what may be deemed properly to 
be a personal explanation. He is discussing the question of the po- 
litical complexion of his district. We have no time to spend on that, 

and I object to his proceeding in that line. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will confine himself to the ques- 
tion of personal privil lege. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Iam; and I submit I am in order, Mr. Speaker 
I frankly believe that or I would not do it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt the gentleman believes 
it, and yet it is not in order under the unanimous consent granted. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Ido not understand it is by unanimous consent. 
I understand I have the right to this explanation. 

The SPEAKER. It would require unanimous consent if the gen- 
tleman were to speak outside of the personal matter complained ot. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I am not speaking outside of it. I know what 
I am going to say, and these gentlemen do not. [Laughter.] 

he democratic vote in the city of Leavenworth gave my oppon nt 
a majority of 29. 

Mr. BRAGG. I — the gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I hope the gentleman will be permit 
ted ag go on as I wish to re ply tohim. I havea grievance myself 
Mr. CAMP. Let the gentleman from Kansas finish his re marks 
Mr. SIM INTON. Iam one of the gentlemen alluded to as obje 
ing yesterday. I feel no sensitiveness at all, and I desire the ge at! . 
man should proceed. I wish merely to say I did not object to his ; 
because he was a republican, but was actuated by motives arisits 

from my duty as a Representative upon this floor. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Nor do I make this personal explanation for th 
reason that gentlemen fear] am making it. I want to plead wi th 
them. (Cries. of “Go on. a tis 

Mr. BRAGG. It is on that point I make my point of order. a 
gentleman had permission to rise to a question of pe srsonal privilege 
which was to explain the action of yesterday. Now he announces 
his purpose in continuing his remarks to plead with us to procure 8 
passage of the bill. He has confessed himself this is not a question 
of personal privilege, and is now arguing in favor of the bill. 
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he SPEAKER. The Chair would like to hear the gentleman from 
3 -»eqg: but the point of order having been made, the Chair holds 
chat he must confine himself to the point of order. 
\f “ANDERSON. I am contining myself to the point of order, and 
"heen doing it all along. 














’ a that city of Leavenworth is the one whic h tl e democratic 
jemen punished yesterday. It is true that a majority of twenty- 
cee not very much; but when it is cast by the only county ina 
viet four hundred and twenty-tlive miles long, that county ought 
; encouraged. “ . 
| \~ BRAGG. I insist, Mr. Speaker, upon the point of order which 
ave made. ‘ . 
rhe SPEAKER. The Chair must rule that anything that does not 
ate to the question of priv ilege directly involved is out of order. 
fe ANDERSON. Well, I will ask consent to print two pages, as 
¥ men object SO much. 
ote FINLEY. I object. 
Mr A DERSON. All right, then, I will read them. 4 
vr BRAGG. But I insist on the point of order that the gentle- 
has no right to go beyond a question of privilege. 
» SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin insists upon the 
forder. The Chair is bound to rule that the gentleman from 
cas contine hims¢ If directly to the question. 
"ANDERS( IN. LThave buta few more wordstoadd. I wasabout 
av that they will feel toward you as Cesar did toward Brutus, 
‘hey will use strong adjectives. Would it not be better for the 
emocratic majority of this House, in the few remaining hours of its 
iss this billas a mere matter of party gratitude, if not as an 
+ of fairness to a million of people in whose State but one other 
ris authorized, and it has not been erected—— 
Mr, BRAGG. I must insist on the point of order. 
he SPEAKER. The gentleman will confine himself to the ques- 
{ privilege. 
Mr. ANDERS IN, Very well, then, Iwill come at once to the point, 
| have no desire to complicate the Chair. 
f [was unfortunate in using language capable of a construction 
vas not intended, it may be that the democrats were far more 
fortunate in punishing their own friends, even though Kansas isa 
gly re publican State. 
fter this statement, the House will see that I had no intention 
tever of questioning the rectitude and fair play of the Chair; 
I assure you, Mr. Speaker, that nothing could be more foreign to 
feelings and convictions. 
eSPEAKER. The Chair is very much obliged to the gentleman 
| Kansas, and entirely satistied with his statement. 
\EPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON INTEROCEANIC SHIP-CANAL, 
Mr, KING. JI desire, Mr. Speaker, to make some privileged reports 
from the Committee on Interoceanic Ship Canal. 
Mr. VALENTINE. I demand the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. This is the regular order. 
rhe Clerk will report the title of the bills reported from the Com- 
ttee on Interoceanic Ship Canal. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. No. 6609) toincorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua. 
The SPEAKER. The bill is reported favorably from the Commit- 
ee on Interoceanic Ship-Canal, and will be referred to the House 
‘alendar and the accompanying report printed. 
Mr. KING. There is also another bill reported from the committee. 
rhe Clerk read as follows: 
\ bill to incorporate the Interoceanic Ship-Railway Company, and for other pur- 
Mr.PAGE, I object to the reception ofthat report. Ido not object 
to the first, but to the second. 
Mr. WARNER. I demand the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. This is the regular order. 
Mr, ATKINS. The gentleman from Ohio objects to the reception 
| any of these reports, as I understand. 
Mr. WARNER. We always get along better when we follow the 
‘gwar order of business in the House. I therefore demand the reg- 
ar order, 
fhe SPEAKER. This is a privileged report. The Chair under- 
stands this is a bill in reference to a railway 
AE PAGE: I do not object to the first, but to the second bill pre- 
sented, 
Mr. KING. On what ground does the gentleman object? This is 
‘ privileged report. 
ur, ATKINS, The gentleman from Ohio objects to all of them. 
_ait, WARNER. If this is in pursuance of the regular order of busi- 
i of the House I do not object, but under any other circumstances 
. 1 do object, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana claims the right 
., port as a question of privilege. The Chair will cause to be read | 
. v¢ authority given to that committee by the House. 
, ‘he Clerk read as follows: 7 
‘a solved, That a select committee of eleven members be appointed, whose duty 
mere examine into the subject of the selection of a suitable route for the 
oats ee of an interoceanic ship-canal across the American Isthmus; that all | 








ns, memorials, resolutions, bills, and reports on such canal or other mode of 
ing 


& communication between the Atlantic and Pacific Qoeans be referred 
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to that committee; and tha 
time such legislation as 1 


tween said oceans. 


they have authority to report to the House at an‘ 


st 
t r 
nay be best adapted to secure such communicatiot 


cation Uv 


Mr. KING. Now, what point does the gentleman from California 
make against that? 

Mr. PAGE. The point that I make is that this is not ar 
ing from a majority of the Committee on Interoceanic Shi anal. 

Mr. KING. The gentleman has no right to question that. I do not 
know how the gentleman can make that statement. 

The SPEAKER... The gentleman from California will state his 
point of order. 

Mr. PAGE, My point of order is that the bill or substitute pur 
porting to be a report from that committee in reference to the Eads 
interoceanic ship-canal was never adopted, as the record will show, 
by a majority of the committee. 

Mr. KING. What record? 

Mr. PAGE. And I call for the reading of the report of the com- 
mittee to see if it is signed by a majority of the members. 

Mr. KING. That is entirely out of order. 

The SPEAKER. That is unusual. 

Mr. PAGE. I ask for the reading of the report 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read a ruling which 

1 


covers this ground. 


re 
} 
| 


‘} 17....3 ; 7. a 
Lhe Clerk read as follows: 
If it is disputed that a report has been ordered to be made by a committee the 


r must be put tothe House.—Journal, second session Twenty 


seventh Congress, page 1410, 


‘ estion of receivin 
Mr. WARNER. Does the Chair rule that this is a privileged report ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair goes by the authority which the House 

gave to the committee, which has been read. That order gives this 
committee the right to report at any time touching a ship-canal 
across the Isthmus, and the right to report at any time carries with 
it the right to consider, but of course the right to consider subject to 
the rules. 

Mr. VALENTINE. But this refers to a ship railway, as I under- 
stand. ; 

Mr. CONGER. It refers to a ship-canal or other means of com- 
munication. I ask for the reading of the order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause it to be again read. 

The order creating the committee was again read. 

The SPEAKER. Under the authority given the Chair has recog 
nized the gentleman from Louisiana. The point made by the gentle- 
man from California now is that this is not a report from the commit- 
tee, and under the practice of the House the Chair will submit the 
question to the House. 

Mr. CONGER. Lask that the name of the chairman of that com- 
mittee be announced to the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. KING, of Louisiana, is the chairman of the 


| committee. 
» Mr.CONGER. And that is the gentleman who proposes to report 


the bill. I do not see how his right can be questioned if he is chair- 
man of that committee. 

Mr. REAGAN. The point of order was that this was not the re- 
port of the majority of the committee. It is not necessary it should 
be the report of a majority of the committee. It is the report of a 
majority of a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not to judge as to whether a report 
is the report of a committee. That belongs to the committee. But 
the members of the committee having raised the issue, the question 
as to the reception of the report must be determined by the House. 

Mr. KING. I state this is the report of that committee. 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask the gentleman to state if it is the report of a 
majority of a quorum. 

Mr. KING. The report is made under the authority and by the 
order of a majority of a quorum of the committee. 

Mr. ATKINS. ‘Then there is a direct issue between the gentlemen. 

Mr. PAGE. I desire to say to the gentleman from Tennessee that 
five members of the committee voted for and five against reporting 
the bill. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I call the gentleman to order. | 
say no gentleman, a member of a committee, has a right to refer to 


| what has taken place in that committee until the report is received 


and before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The report has been received. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. To make such a reference is against 
parliamentary practice everywhere. 

The SPEAKER. The report has been received. 

Mr. COX. I desire to inquire of the Chair what is the pending 
proposition ? 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is made by the gentleman 
from California [Mr. PAGE] that this is not the report of a majority 
of the committee, and the Chair has caused to be read what has been 
the practice of the House in such cases. 

Mr. KING. And as the chairman of the committee I state this is 
a report from the majority of a quorum of that committee and pre- 
sented by their order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no knowledge other than what he 
hears in connection with the case. He recognized the chairman of 
the committee to make a report by virtue of the authority given by 
the resolution creating the committee; and the report was brought 
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to the desk and received, but is now questione “Mlona point of order, 
as has been stated. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I wish to say one word on the point 
of order. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 
California Mr. PAGE 

Mr. PAGE. I desire to make a parliamentary inqui 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman w ill state it. 

Mr. PAGE. How can a report be objected to but by a member of 
the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. There is too much confusion prevailing. The 
House vill come to order Gentlemen Vv il] please take their seats. 

Mr. KING. I wish to make a parliamentary inquiry 

oo SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 








KING. Is it competent for a member of this House to bring 
up Sod discuss on the tloor of the House all that has occurred in a 


committe 
The SPEAKER. There have been 
tioned whether a report presented was the report of the committee. 
Mr. KING. I have before me a precedent which I ask many be read 
to the House. Iask only for information on this point, whereby I 
may be guided. I should be gla have the minutes of the com- 
mittee on this entire point read to the 
Mr. FRYE. I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it 
Mr. FRYE. The chairman of the Committee on the Interoceanic 
Ship-Canal reported a bill to incorporate the Nicaragua Canal Com- 
pany. That is now hanging in mid-air as I understand. 
~ The SPEAKER. It is not. 
YE. Has it gone to the Calendar 
EAKER. It has gone to the House Calendar 
: YE. All right I did not understand it had. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read the decision to 
ie gentleman from Louisiana refers 
he Clerk read as follows 


cases where it has been ques- 





1er 
h 


ouse, 





It is not in order to allude on the floor to anything that has taken place in con 
mittee, unless by a written report sanctioned by a majority of the committee.—J our 


1, 26, page dix; 1, 31, page 


Mr. KING. 





Upon that I caution the gentleman from California 
So 

ten report any statement of his own regarding transactions that may 

have occurred in that committee. 

The SPEAKER. The very point here is whether this is a report 
from the committee. The gentleman from California rises to con- 
tend against that proposition. 

Mr. KING. My statement, as the chairman of the committee, is 
that it is the report of the committee, and I would like to know 
from the Chair what more he would require as authority. The pre- 
cedent cited seals my lips further as to transactions in the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Under the authority of the decision read a few 
moments ago the question whe ‘ther a report has been ordered to be 
made by a committee may be disputed. 

Mr. PAGE. I understand I have been recognized. 

Mr. HASKELL. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The ee The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HASKELL. I think the gentleman from California will per- 
mit the interruption. If 1 understand the decision of the Chair it is 
when a report is objected to the House is called upon to decide 
whether or not it is to be considered. Am I correct in that? 


against endeavoring to bring before the House except upon that writ- | 
ie 


of the House the action of the House on a former occasion referred 
to in the decision which has already been read. That will be the 
shortest way. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Committee on the Public is, proposed to report a bill 
sixth section of the ¢ entitled (An act to appro- 
of public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,’ 


Mr. Gentry, from t 
to repeal the proviso to tl 


priate the proceeds of the 
approved September 4 








W hen the ‘pill was abou be handed in, Mr. Wise objected to its reception as 
a report of the committee, for reasons which he stated in writing as follows: 

That a quorum of that con nmittes was not present when the report was ordered 

to be madk The facts, as d by three of the me mbers ot the committee, were 





that but five of the m« " of the committee were in the city; tl these five 














members met in the « ittee-room on the mormon of thie dk that they dis- 
cussed this report until after the meeting of the House; that, after the meeting 
of the House, and before ar ote was put or taken in committee upon the bill, 
one of the members [ Mr. Thompson of Mississippi] retired, to leave the commit- 
tee without a quor cause he could not obtain a postponement to a fuller 
meeting of the committee, and actually left the committee to consist of but four 
members ; and, after his retiring, these four members decided tor © this report 
and accordingly have done so, to the Houss Mr. Wise, on this statement of facts, 
submitted to the House, without disagreement, by Messrs. Gentry, Thompson, 
and Howard, of the committee, objected that this was no report, on the ground, 
first, that there was no quorum when the report was ordered by the four mem- 
bers of the committee only; and secondly, that the committee, even though 
there was a quorum present at the time of the decision to report, had no authority 


to sit during the session of the House without its special leave. 

Mr. Howard stated ‘‘ that before Mr. Thompson left the committee-room three 
of the five members present had given their opinions in favor of reporting the 
bill to the House, and two (one of whom was Mr. Thompson) against reporting it.” 

The Speaker stated that no question of order was involved ; that the question 
Shall the bill be received as the re port of the committee ? was for the House alone 





to decide; and as the reception of the bill was objected to, that question would 
be put te the House 
The question was then put, under the operation of the previous questio1 


And passed in the affirmative— yeas 90, nays 





That was received without objection. 
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| when there was a quorum present, and which quorum y 


| yield the floor to him for any pi irliamenti ary inquiry or anytl 


report itself is under consideration, to allude to or introduce the cor 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read in the hearing | 2nd informed him that he could not 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair desires also to have read 


cision on the same subject, by Mr. Speaker Banks soother ¢ 
Mr. KING. The case just read does not touch the que ations 
The SPEAKER. It does touch the question as to the inane 

the report. * 
Mr. KING. It does not touch the point as to the rec, pt 

report, W hich is made by the order of a& me ‘jority of thy ; 


COMm i++ 


Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. A majority of a quorum. 
Mr. HASKELL. I rose to a parliamentary inquiry whic), 7 
not « nba ted. : 7 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Kansas allow +) eC 
to h ave read an extract from the proceedings of the Hoan es a 
I 


565 
yf 


Mr. HH ASKELL. Certainls 


The Clerk read as follows 





Mr. Howard, from the select committee, appointed under the reso 
House of the 19th of March last, to inquire into and collect evidence in ; 
troubles in Kansas, &c., submitted as a question of privilege a report tin w 

Mr. Houston made the point of order that inasmuch as it had hy 
that the paper prese nted had not been acted upon at a full meeting of 
tee it would not be received as the report of the committec bile 
Speaker overruled the point of order on the gro ind that 
ior a1 rity of the coms nittee to act 

From this decision of the Chair Mr. Hendley S. Bennett appealed 














Pending which, 
On motion of Mr. Lewis D Campbell, 
Ordered, That the said appeal be laid on the table 


Mr. PAGE. Mr. Sneaker—— 

Mr. HASKELL. Now, if the gentleman from California wij] 
me to conclude my inquiry, it will aid him in the point of org, 
desires to make. 

Mr. PAGE. Allow me to get through. I have not stated 4 
son why I obje cted. If the — man wili allow me to do x 


Now, Mr. Speaker, the only question of difference between} . 
tleman from Setanta r, (Mr. KING, ] the chairman of the committe, 
and myself is this: if that is the report of the majority of the 
mittee, he has the right to make it; but Iam here as a member o 
committee to deny that it is in my judgment a report of the ma 
of the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is clear on the point that a maori: 
a quorum of the committee has the right to report a bil 

Mr. PAGE. I claim that on Saturday last 

Mr. SINGLETON, of [llinois. I call the gentleman to orde: 

Mr. PAGE. I hope the gentleman will allow me to proceed 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Isend to the desk the authorit 
which I rely in making my point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois rises to a} 
order, that the gentleman from California has no right to pm 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I do. ; 
The SPEAKER. And the gentleman from Illinois in sup; 

point of order cites what will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 





When the report of a committee has been made, itis irregular, ever 





proceea ings in de sbate, except so far as they appear in the report itself, unless 
is a motion made or to be made that the report be recommitted. The report 
committee appointe »d to inquire into the state of the impeachment against | 
nor Hastings having been brought up and read, and a motion made thereuy 
of the members of the committee proc eeded to make some remarks upon t 
mittee and its proceedings; but the spe aker [Mr. Addington] called hi 
gularly state to the house an} thing 
the subject of the report that was not in the report itself, unless he inter 
move for its reeommitment.—Cushing’s Law and Practice of Legisl 


section 1732. 


Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish to 5] 
to my point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order involved here is sin 
whether 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Permit me one word. The poi! 
order I make is that before the action of the committee can ! 
quired into, there must be a motion made to recommit, and then 
motion to bring into the House the minutes of the committee. Y 

cal nnot question the action of the committee in this collateral way 

Mr. OSCAR TURNER, (to Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois.) Why ist 
gentleman unwilling the House should know how the vote sto vd it 
the committee or what the proceedings were on that bill’ Five: 
the committee are against that bill and I among the number. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I have the floor. I will tell { 
gentleman when the time comes. I will make the gentleman under 
stand when the time comes. 

Mr. KING, (addressing Mr. Oscar TURNER.) There is no etiort 
to suppress evidence of any nature " 

Mr. OSCAR TURNER. I cannot hear the gentleman’s remark 
The noise is so great—— ‘ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires toha order. The 
very clear in the opinion that a majority of a quorum of a com 
has the authority to make a report. sa —e 

Mr. KING. I ask the consent of the House that the journal == 
Committee on Interoceanic Canal, showing the order under which Tau 


acting, be read. 
The SPEAKER. 
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The point of order made by the gentle 








Mtr, SINGLETON] is that proceedings in committee cannot be | 


a. SINGLET IN, of Illinois. That is my point. 

‘> KING. If direct or tentative charges are to be made by the 

yloynan from California [Mr. Pace} and the gentleman from Ken- 

rMr. OscAR TURNER | against the majority of this committee, 1 

++ qa matter of personal privilege to have the record of the action 
aa mittee placed before the House. 

. SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana asks that the 
f the committee be read. 


Da: 


SpPINGQER. Ido not understand there is any dispute as to | 
Vr SPRINGE 7 * 


,of fact. The question is whether a majority of a quo- 
committee agreed to the reporting of this bill to the 


1estiol 
the 
. ‘SPEAKER. They have such power, and having such power 
nort can be received, but the Chair does not think that was the 


¢ order made by the gentleman from California. The gentle- | 


Jisputes the fact that this is the report of the committee. 

Mr ( OX. I reserve all points of order. 

‘ir, PAGE. If the House will only hear me, I will state my point 

ie KING. I rise first as to a matter of personal privilege. 

‘yo SPEAKER. The Chair has heard almost everybody else but 
ontleman who makes the point of order, and he thinks it is now 

+ time the gentleman from California should be heard. 
“Vr. PAGE. Ce rtainly. 

we COX. Now, Mr. Speaker, if this question is to come in—— 

‘tr PAGE. I hope I will not be interrupted. 

Mr COX. I wish to say if this is to be received, then I reserve all 

‘ntgoforder. There is money in it, and I want it to go to the Com- 

+tep of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at the proper time will recognize the 
tleman on that point. 

AGE. I state on my authority as a member of the commit- 
at if the Chair rules I have a right to refer to anything that 
irs in committee—— 
e SPEAKER. The Chair does not so rule. 
Mr. PAGE. Does he rule, then, that I have not? 
eSPEAKER. The Chair thinks the practice has been to deny 
right on the part of any member of a committee to allude in the 
use to What has occurred in the committee. These points, in the 
oment of the Chair, should be settled in the committee. 
ir, PAGE. IfIam ruled out from stating why this is not a report 
he majority of the committee, that the committee stood five and 
when the whole committee except myself who was absent on that 
ceasion should have been recorded,then I withdraw my point of 
rier and move to recommit this bill to the Committee on the Inter- 
eanic Canal with instruction to strike out the $50,000,000. 

Mr. KING. There is no $50,000,000 subsidy in it. If the gentle- 
nstates that, he states what is not in accordance with the facts. 
rther say he makes a misstatement when he says that five mem- 
sof that committee voted for and tive against the order to report 
s bill, Upon the same ground of privilege on which he stands in 

wing so, I state that the committee consists of eleven members; five 

voted for and four against ordering me to make that report, as the 
ral of the committee shows, and if the House will, it can see for 
tselt, 

Mr. PAGE. There is no question of veracity between the gentle- 

an and myself, 
Mr. KING. I hope not. 
Mr. HASKELL. It is entirely easy, Mr. Speaker, to settle this mat- 
if the honorable gentleman on my left will only hold a moment 
ul allow the House to take cognizance of a simple fact. Under the 
mues of parliamentary proceeding of course it is impossible for the 
uterior workings of a committee to be disclosed on this tloor; but 
ieré is On the journal of that committee an accurate transcript of 

the facts as they occurred inthe committee. The gentleman from 
Vaitornia will admit it, everybody will admit it, and I ask now in 
tie interest of a settlement of this question that the journal of the 
ommittee may be read here in the House and then it will become 

‘pparent what the point is which the gentleman from California makes, 

dud what point the gentleman from Louisiana makes, and then the 
ise May come to an intelligent decision. 

‘ir, PAGE. As the Speaker ruled I had no right to reveal what 
curred in the committee I shall certainly object to the transcript 

‘the proceedings being read; for, without explanation, it would be 
no use to the House. My point of order has been withdrawn, and 
el am recognized by the Speaker I move to recommit to the com- 
‘tee with instructions to strike out that part of the bill which pro- 

Me a subsidy of $50,000,000 to these ship railways. 
_Mit. KING. “I object to the motion and I deny there is any such 

‘alse In that bill. 

Tho HASKELL. Let it be done by unanimous consent. 

Mp Pian _The Chair will ask for unanimous consent. 

PAGE. Tobject. | | 

- SINGLETON, of Illinois. I deny he has the right to object. 

as te SPEAKER. The Chair will ask unanimous consent that each 
"he ae an opportunity to be heard. 
,'. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Give me a moment. I say under 


+] 








} 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 1515 


motion to recommit to demand that the minutes shall be read. It is 
a right which follows that motion and accompanies it under the cir 
cumstances. I want it read for the purpose of refuting the slander 
of the statement that there is a subsidy of $50,000,000 in this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will be in order 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move to lay the whole subject upon the table. 

Mr. FRYE. I want to ask.the attention of the chairman of the 
committee—— 

Mr. KING. The gentleman from Pennsylvania should permit this 
matter to come before the House, as it involves a question of impor- 
tance, national and international. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana will please g 
his attention. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask the gentleman’s attention for a few moments, as 
there evidently is alittle misapprehension or misunderstanding here, 
which is liable to end in a great deal of personal feeling and heat, 
if not explained. Now, as an opponent of the Eads’s bill, I desire to 
state to this House that there is no question of fact at issue between 
the chairman of the Committee on the Interoceanic Ship-Canal and 
the gentleman from California, [Mr.PaGr.] There is nothing which 
calls into question the personal integrity of either gentleman in this 
issue. It all comes purely and simply from a difference of opinion as 
to the construction of parliamentary law bearing upon it. That is 
all there is of it. 

Mr. KING. There is no room even for that question. Iam acting 
under a positive order of a majority of a quorum of the committee. 

Mr. PAGE. Now, Mr. Chairman, I have moved to recommit this to 
the Committee on the Interoceanic Ship-Canal, with instructions to 
strike out from it all that part of the bill with reference toa guaran- 
tee on the part of the United States of the interest upon the bonds or 
stocks of any such corporation. I do not desire to make a speech 
upon it, and therefore will move the previous question upon my motion. 

Mr. KING. I object to any motion while the motion I have made 
is pending. e 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana that this motion comes in under authority of the rules of the 
House, and at the proper time must be regarded and entertained by 
the Chair. 

Mr. KING. I object to any amendment at all. I want the report 
accepted or rejected as a whole. 

Mr. PAGE. The House can do that if it desires. My motion is to 
test the sense of the House upon the question. 

Mr. KING. If it is in order, I ask as a matter of personal privilege 
that the order of the committee to report this bill, or the order au- 
thorizing me as chairman of the committee to report it, may be read 
in justice to myself. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires tostate to the gentleman from 
Louisiana that a motion is pending which will obviate the necessity 
of reading the proceedings in committee. 

Mr. KING. But I ask that this be read in justice to myself, as my 
orders from a committee have been called into question. 

Mr. PAGE. Mr. Speaker, the motion that I have made is to recom- 
mit to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wil] recognize that motion in a moment. 
The Chair thinks, however, that the gentleman from Louisiana should 
be allowed to make his explanation. 

Mr. KING. What I ask is as a matter of personal privilege, that 
the order directing the chairman of the committee to make this 
report be read to the House. 

The SPEAKER. That has been objected to on both sides of the 
House, and also the reading of the record of the committee has been 
objected to. The Chair must recognize the objections, as the gentle- 
man from Louisiana will perceive. 

Mr. ATKINS. What does the gentleman from Louisiana want to 
do with it ? 

Mr. KING. I want to have it printed and placed upon the Calen- 
dar. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope that will be allowed. There should be no 
objection to that. 

Mr. PAGE. I have no objection to its being printed; if that is all. 

Mr. KING. And placed upon the Calendar. 

Mr. PAGE. I certainly object to its going upon the Calendar. I 
insist upon the motion that it be recommitted to the committee with 
instructions to strike out all of that part of it which guarantees the 
interest of the stock or bonds by the Government. 

The SPEAKER. That motion the Chair thinks is in order. 

Mr. PAGE. Then I demand the previous question upon it 

Mr. CONGER. I move that the bill—— 

Mr. PAGE. I have not yielded the floor. 

Mr. CONGER. But I have a right to be heard on my motion. 

Mr. PAGE. Iam still occupying the floor. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman has made his motion. I move now 
as a privileged motion under the rule that the bill be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, which mo- 
tion must be first put under the rule. 

Mr. PAGE. I ask the parliamentary question if this motion is in 
order after I have called the previous question and have not yielded 
the floor ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman’s parliament- 


ive 


tha a} . . . . 
» “Harges which have been made it is a right which follows the | ary question. 
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Mr. KING. 1 motion previously that the | a 
to the House and printed and placed on tl Calen LI « 

Y iC é +} 1 

A ' rentle II LO » had t t] rtodo 

Mr. KIN ] id t} or pers¢ harge « l coming 

} . g 

fre e committee 

M PAGI I ha ‘ or +, ke . + to 
] e mad \ hI have called the previous questi 
" The SPEAKER. If the motion was made by the gentleman ° th n 
Louisiana and the previous question was called, the motio1 the 
yentieman irom (4 for i would be in order to ré r the 
rules The rule provides t t this motion is in order either ‘fore 
xr after the previous question demanded 

Mr. CONGER lLadmit the right of the gentlema ‘alifor- 

it lake his motion and demand the previous quest ( Re is 
ntertained: but pending the demand for the previous question I 
vailed 1 1VS¢ lf of the right under the rule to move to it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Uni 

Mr. PAGE. During which time I was on the floor, and still occu- 
pied it, and the gentleman had no power or right to make the motion. 

Mr. CONGER, rhe gentleman could not be on the floor after his 
motion was sul 7 itted, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lon- 
siana [Mr. K1InG] who has charge of the bill. He now moves— 

Mr. COX. I rise to a parliame I uestion. I move to! this 
whole subiect « the tal 

Mr. KING. Tol t. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain the motion. The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman in charge of the bill to make his motion; 
that is. to print and refer tothe Committee of the Whole on the state 
f the U lon that tl ntleman demands the previous ques- 
tior The gentleman states was his ol t 

Mr. KING. rh at was my obje 
The SPEAKER. And the Chair recognizes the gentleman when he 


SO SLULCE, 


Mr. PAGE. What does the Chair do wit] rom Cal- 


ifornia Laughter 
Phe SPEAKER The gentleman from California moves to commit 
with instructior Pending that the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


Cox] moves to lay the wholes ubject on the table. 
Mr. ACKLI se. 
Mr. COX Phere can be ne 


debate on the motion to lay on the table. 


ACKI as I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. ~ 

Mr. A KL E IN. If the motion of the gentleman from New Yorl 
shall prey ill, cloe hat disp se of this subject ent rely ? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

The question hi Ving been Ti ik enona iva voce ad a 


The SPEAKER said: The — thinks the ayes h: it. Theayes 
have it, and Sia cabled! is la the table. 
Mr. COX moved to rec a. vote just tak« 


o lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


n; and also moved 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 
ATKINS. I move that the mo 


1 committees tor 


rning hour of to-day for the call 
reports be dispensed W ith. ; 

The question being taken on Mr. 
114, noes 26. 


So (two-t! irds 


ATKINS’sS motion, there were—ayes 


: 4 } at Mir _ ] 
aving voted in the aftirmative) the motion was 


agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour for the call provided for in the 
new rule now begins at twenty minutes past twelve o’clock; and the 
gentle man from Massachusetts [Mr. Bow MAN] is recognized on the 
unfinishes n that hour. 


1 busiz ness i 


NAL RECORD—HOUSE. FEBRUARY 19 








panes 
kL 
“y> 




















Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to make a request for unanimous co Mr 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state wl | - 
| : 3 his 1 est 
| Mr. B LOU NT. On yesterday I was absent by leave of th. 1 st 
i assisting i n the preparation of the sundry civil appropriation jo) st 
| inadvertently let the time pass when this call ¢ mmencat 
coming to the House till ] lf past eleven iS not here t, 
self of my privilege under the newrule. I desire to eal) M 
| whi i h is the unanimous report of a committee. 
1e SPEAKER. The Chair would prefer to recogni»; 
man : from Georgia to request uni animous consent after t 
have ¢ xpired, so as not to interfere with the call proces 
lar order. The Chair has no doubt the House will, under 4 
stances, the gentleman having been absent on official busines 
the direction of the House, then give him the opportu: 
| The gentleman fromm Massachusetts [Mr. Bowman} is : 
| IMPORTATION OF SHIP-BUILDING MATERIAI 
| 
j BOWMAN, ] ll up the unfinished business of 
‘ +7 , he bill H RN . 
t Ik u 
I L ré ( uf 
Y ] . 
t ut Le + 
, or b 
ROLSEDS 
he bill was read, as follows: 
Be it ot d Chat all materials or arti 3 wholly fo ' \ 
tir ich are manufactured in the » United States « 1 . 
1ipment, and repair of vessels to be employed in th n tra 
between the Atlancic and Pacit c ports of the ted States, « t 
account, may be imported in bond, under such regulations as the s R 
the Treasury may prescribe; and upon proof that such materials 0n 
duties aforesaid no duties : all Y 


Ze 
| 
ce 


sanufactured and used for the 








Ec. 2, Lhat sections 2513 and 2514 of the Revised Statutes of the 1 

and so muchof section 5 of the February &, 187 

be, and the same hereby ar I 
r - —_ : \ 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to considering th 


time ? 
Mr. CLYMER and Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania, rose to ob 
Mr. FRYE. I ask the ews tioalee me one moment befo 

tl emen object. The C ommittee on Ways and Means aut! 

whenever this bill came up for consideration by unanim 

to offer a substitute for the bill, This bill is too broad i ; 

I ask the gentleman from Massachusetts to acce pt the substit 

Mr. BOWMAN. I accept the substitute and ask that it be 

Mr. CLYMER. The bill and substitute being still open to 

tion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the rig 
The Chair thinks it is no more than fair that the sul stitut 
be read which the gentleman from Massachusetts accepts 
view to the House voting on it. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say I hope 
I should have aca ted to the original bil 
The Clerk read the proposed substitut 


the substitute will] 
“9 
+, as follows: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert as follows 
‘That copper and spelter of foreign growth or production whic! 
ured in the United States and use “dt in the construction, equipment, and 
vessels to be employed in the foreign trade or built for foreign account 
ported in bond under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasu 
scribe; and upon proof that such materials have been manufactured ar 
the purposes aforesaid no duties shall be paid thereon. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this! 

Mr. BUCKNER. Is that an amendment which has been read 

The SPEAKER. 7 is an amendment in the nature of a subst 
Is there objection? The C 
no voice objecting. 

Mr. BOWMAN. I claim my five minutes. [Cries of “ Vot 
“Vote!”] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that gentlemen will not inte 
rupt the gentleman from Massachusetts, who is on the floor and enti- 
tled to five minutes. 

Mr. BOWMAN. I yield my time to the gentleman who reported 
the substitute from the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I want to know if the substitute is objected t 
whether we can pass the original bill? Is the substitute th 
bill before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The original bill is still before the House, and! 
the substitute should be voted down the original bill would then co! 
up. 

Mr. VALENTINE. Would an opportunity be then offered tor es 
planation of the original bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that \ 
utes for debate is not previously exhausted. a 

Mr. BOWMAN. I accepted the substitute, and understan id tha 
the only thing before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi calle d up apa 
ticular bill. That bill is before the House. But the gentlen 
yielded to the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Fry£,] who sal id on De- 
half of the C ommittee on Ways and Means he prop vosed a substitu 
for the bill called up by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. BOWMAN. I yield my five minutes to the gentleman from t 
Maine, [Mr. FRYE. ] 





‘hair sees no one rising to object, and hears 


vould be fair if five 2 
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we. FRYE. I will not occupy three minutes. By the act of 1572 | Mr. BOWMAN. I now demand—— 
ner and composition metal were admitted free of duty for the Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to offer an amendment 
: trac tion and repair of certain ships. The Treasury Department Mr. BOW MAN. I demand the previous questior 
*tened that to be yellow-metal sheathing. Subsequently, in 1575,| Mr. VALENTINE. c desire to make an inquiry of the Cha 
e e_metal sheathing was admitted free of duty by name. There | The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman 
Cen >) 000,000 invested in manufacture of yellow-metal sheathing | Mr. VALENTINE. Under the new rule can this hour be used up 
af “cachusetts alone. Those manufacturers were compelled to pay | by members offering amendments to the bill 
septs a pound duty on copper and one and one-half cents per | The SPEAKER. Phe Chair does not think that the n its 
iuty on spelter. When metal sheathing was admitted abso- | off amendments. It contines the debate to five minute 
ee of duty that shut the doors of those manufactories and Mr. VALENTINE. ‘Then the whole hour may be occupied on one 
ont of work every employé in them. bill. ; 
. pill simply provides that the copper and spelter which these The SPEAKER. That is a matter for the House to determin 
eturers use to make yellow-metal sheathing shall be admitted Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Llinois. Let my amendment be rea 
duty, still leaving yellow-metal to come in free. The bill is Mr. BOWMAN. I have called the previous question. 
d inst. The SPEAKER. itleman trom Massachusetts [Mr. Bow- 


SPEAKER. The question is upon agreeing to the substitute. 
HATCH. Before the vote is taken I desire to ask the gentle- 
from Maine (Mr. Fryr]if this is the unanimous report of the 
mittee on Ways and Means? We could not distinctly under- 
, a ove r here what the gentleman said on that point. 
‘fy, FRYE. The Committee on Ways and Means unanimously con- 
vted that this substitute should be putin place of the original bill, 
mmittee being opposed to the original bill. 
SPEAKER. And the committee favors the passage of the sub- 





{ : FRYE. The committee favors the passage of the substitute. 
ARLISLE. I desire to state that the Committee on Ways 
| Means unanimously agreed that the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
nye] should move this substitute in lieu of the original bill; but 
me members of the committee are opposed to the substitute. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman from Mis- 
i {Mr. Harcn] to inquire whether this substitute meets the unan- 
‘approval of the Committee on Ways and Means. 








at 


IS Ap} > el C 
Mr. FRYE. As an amendment to the original bill. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to move an amendment to the substitute. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Is that in order? 


fhe SPEAKER. No previous question is pending. 

Mr. ATKINS. Can an amendment be offered under this new rule? 
fhe SPEAKER. Undoubtedly. 

he amendment of Mr. Bricur was read, as follows: 

to the substitute the following " - 

[hat salt imported into the United States shall admitted fr 

ifter the Ist day of May next. 

BOWMAN. I make the point of order that that amendment is 
ermane to the subject-matter of the bill under consideration, 
he further point that there is a bill upon the same subject now 
ending before a committee of this House. 

‘ir. FRYE. That amendment is clearly not germane. There are 
half dozen bills before the Committee on Ways and Means for the 
urpose of the amendment. 

SPEAKER. Clause 4 of Rule XXI will be read. 
rhe Clerk read as follows: 


be ee of duty from 


Vir 
MT 


The 


ll or he 


resolution shall at any time be amended by annexing thereto or incor- 
porating therewith the substance of any other bill or resolution pending before the 
»SPEAKER. Is there a bill pending before this House or any 
mmittee upon the subject of the amendment of the gentleman from 
nnessee, [Mr. BRIGHT? ] 

Mr.CONGER. There is another bill pending before the Commit- 
ee on Ways and Means, perhaps two or three of them, to admit salt 
free of duty. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. MILLS. Does the Chair rule that it is in the power of any 
emb r to prevent legislation by this House simply by introducing a 





if 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not so rule. 

Mr. MILLS. The bill now before the House proposes to put cer- 
in articles on the free list. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
DRIGHT] proposes to extend that list so as to include salt. It is cer- 
tainly germane to adda single item tosuch a proposition as is pending 

fore the House. 

Mr. CONGER. The five minutes allowed under the new rule for 
ebate has expired, and I call for a vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Texas on 
(he point of order, 

Mr. MILLS. A Dill is introduced to put salton the free list ; other 

sare introduced to put other articles on the free list. The bill 
Ww before the House proposes to put certain articles on the free list, 
Which articles are perhaps embraced in other bills. Now is the House 
° be prohibited from amending any bill which embraces one of the 
items that may be contained in other bills? The gentleman who 
ollers this amendment [Mr. BRIGHT] takes one solitary article from 
‘nother bill, the article of salt, and proposes to add it to this bill. 
nae SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman from Texas 
‘ir. MILLS] to admit that there is another bill for this purpose pend- 
ing before the House. 
free j MILLS. I admit that there is a bill pending to put salt on the 
an SPEAKER. ‘Then the rule which has just been read is impera- 
lve, and the Chair is compelled to rule the amendment out of order. 





2 cman 


he got 
MAN | must be recogni ed 


in 


t 
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{ . ar hata” ie 
by the Chair as having control ot the pend 
y proposition. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman from 


z Tennessee 
[Mr. BricuT] offered an amendment 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bow 


MAN | calls for the previous question. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 1 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 

[ Mr. Bricurt ] 


question mit 
i 


rise toa que 
will state it 
The gentleman from Tennessee 
offered an amendment, the demand for the previous 
ng been then made. The Speaker ruled the amend- 
, and I instantly and otfered another amend- 
ment before the previous question was called. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairalways takes the word of a member on a 
mn of this ‘he gentleman from Massachusetts {[Mr. Bow 
MAN ] states that lled the previous question before the gentle- 
man from Illinois was recognized. 

Mr. HORR. So he did. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Ido not think the gent 
Massachusetts will make that statement. 

The SPEAKER. and the 


igan [Mr. Horr] confirms the statement 





ment out of order rose 


questi¢ sort. 


he ca 


leman from 


He does so state : from Mich- 


vyentieman 


Mr. BOWMAN. Before the gentleman from IHlinois [Mr. Town- 
SHEND] was recognized, I called the previous question. 

Mr. CHALMERS. Irise toa parliamentary inquiry. If the pre- 
vious question should be voted down, will that leave the bill before 


the House subject to amendment 
The SPEAKER. It would. The member introducing a proposi- 


tion, having the right to its control, has the right to test the sense of 


the House upon ordering the previous question; but if the sense of 
the House is against that proposition, then the measure is open to 
amendment. 

The question being taken on ordering the previous questio: re 
were—ayes 105, noes 49, 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I call for tellers 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The main question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 


the substitute was agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing; and was accordingly read the third time. 


Mr. BOWMAN called for the previous question on the passage 
the bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a question of order. I do not believe that 
this House understood when the rule was adopted that bills coming 
up in this way would be subject to amendment, because that would 
open the door to all sorts of legislation. Now, do I understand the 
Chair to decide that the rule does permit the offering of amendments ? 
SPEAKER. The Chair decides that therule gives the right to 
the member recognized, whenever tive members do not object, to call 
a bill up for consideration, and that the debate shall be limited to five 


of 


The 


minutes; but there is nothing in the rnle which precludes the offer- 
ing of amendments. In this case the gentleman from Massachusetts 


himself admitted an amendment, and of course that brought it under 
the general rule which allows further amendment not beyond the 
second degree. is the reason the Chair has entertained amend- 
ments. 

Mr. ATKINS. That virtually defeats the object of the rule 

Mr. CONGER. Of course any amendment offered must be sul 
mitted to objection by five members, otherwise a bill introduced with- 


This 


out objection might afterward be changed entirely by way of amend 
ment. 
Mr. ROBESON. The Chair did decide that the right of objection 


applied to the substitute which was the first amendment. Of course 
it follows that when another amendment comes in, presenting sub- 
stantially a new bill, the right of objection will still remain. 

The SPEAKER. On this point the Chair will hereafter make a 
closer examination, and if he should think he is not absolutely cor- 
rect will review his decision; but he would now express the opinion 
not as a finality, that a bill coming before the House under the new 
rule is subject to amendment. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. Would not 
the Chair recognize the gentleman calling up a bill to move the pre- 
vious question 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 





Certainly: and the Chair has done so. 
Would not the member calling up the bill be 
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: "on mimittes eine satisfiec hat ant - 1} 
zy recognized for that purpose immediately after objections had been | , Your ania ] * i Seen or ceamionmes ont ne on . 
ty j a : . . : | through no fault, negligence, or connivance of the pos 2 ‘ 
} j - wy ‘ ; s readine ha re a YY 1s aques- ; postmaster, rex 
e called for, so that upon the reading of the report the previous ques | sage of the bill, believing it to be a case in which the postmaster s! ; : 
ii : tion might at once operate ? oo We append, as a part of this report, a copy of the letter of the idl be D 
The SPEAKER. The House, if it so wishes, can cut off amend- | the Post-Office Department who investigated the case ; also a states, 'g r 
| t-Oftice epartment showing the pr ble amount of + en 
nent bv the operation of the pre vious question. ] 7 : 2 partmen howing the probable amount of postace-stanine és i 
oaiten nee , OE . 1} 1. | hand at the time of the burgla ; 
Mr. SPRINGER. Then the member controlling the bi is the | ss 
, sf 
i gy to move the previous question. Cuca a i 
' ; The SPEAKER. Of course: but if the House should not sustain | Sy I herewith return case No. 43045 B, pertaini: in a . ; . ss 
: y . : ; Laining ft the r< are af 4 
i Mi the demand, the bill would be ope nendments: as the ¢ hair has othce ford, Oakland Cou Michigan. 
} # stated in response t » the auiry of ntleman from Mississip} : According to your instruction , I proceeded at once t - 
a MI ‘es : } investigated the robbery of the post-oilice at that place thorou c 
' y Mr. CHALMERS, ; : a% ) £ careful investigation, the following facts : 
bit Mr. ATKINS. I wish to make a further inquiry. Does the — hat between the hours of two and three o'clock on the morni; 
; lecide that after an amendmen 3 oftered the right of objection day of March, 1880, the post-office at Oxford, Michigan, was entered . 
\ ay pli to the amendment | through the back door in which the post-office was located, lhe door’} 
ws gay Hicgyng thon camper } ind in the top part, the thieves broke a glass in windoy The kev wos 
: . : —, , > The Chair ha , & } a a | Inc ¥ in n p part, I icy Ke & flas window, Che ke * 
i Phe mi ke AKER. ‘ —s = Nas I ot 0 GeCiaed. in the lock on the inside of the door, they reached in, unloc ked the dan > 
Mr. ATKINS. ihen the rule is a farce, free access to inside of the building back of the boxes. J he postmastey had 
ah The SPEAKER. It may be a farce; but the House adopted | part of the oflice, a safe sent him by the American Express Company (he be 
; me y 1 } 7 cent at ) he safe-keeping aj - ‘ 7 
Mr. CONGER. | I desire to give notice that unless that be the de- | agent at this place) for the safe-keeping of theit money and other valuable 
n_T shall obiec ind have no donbt a sufficient number o us sare the postmaster kep stage-sté 8, money-order funds, box and 
¢ sit I shall object (and I have no doubt a sutfticier vumbe Ee Of | donde andthe books belensine to the offen Thess wore aii fa tht no und 
i thers will join with me in objecting) to the bringit any billthat | of the robbery. This safe was thought to be burglar-proof, but was dy 
; } possibility be amended so as to present to the House a | just below the combination, charged with powder, and door blown open. 
: tantiallv different proposition The postmaster, being very much excited when he found that | 
: The SPEAKER. The Chair is quite willing at any time to submit | aeaees, Sees - ount the stamps left in office, and therefor: cannot g 
z * rene Juli i iUSS. 
; a. an anv aneation 28 he ; tion of th las 2 é 
» the House any qu stion to the construction of this rule, as OT ik ecieeek ot postage-stamps taken, as stated by th 
did yesterday; and the Chair will hold himself absolutely bound by | Amount of money-order funds taken He 
the decision of the House, even though it may difter from his own 
; lo I t of los 
judgment. | Li AMOUDL ¢ ee 3 
The question re urring on ordering the main question upon the Finding from the best citizens of Oxford, Michigan, that the postmaster 
passage ol the bill, the main question was ordered; and under the | place is an honest, upright, and very careful business man, and that all has 
yperation thereof the bill was passed done and will be done in his power to ascertain the whereabouts of the t 
. i , ’ : : wae or : , . .; therefore recommend that no blame be attached to the postmastey 
Mr. BOWMAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was Very respectfully Pa a 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the ; G. W. PORTE] 
ible. : Sp ial Agent Post-Of Depart 
ha } +5 ny -orraed ¢ Captain J. E. STUART, . 
Che latter motion was agreed to. Spe ‘nant PostO Department, Chicago, Ilin 
DAVID W. BELL. . 
rhe SPEAKER. The next State is the State of Michigan ; and OXFORD, MICHIGAN, D. W. BELL, POSTMASTER. 
the first gentleman in alphabetic al order is Mr. BREWER. Reported amount of postage-stamps, &c., on hand January 17, 1880 as | 
Mr. STONE. In the absence of my colleague [Mr. BREWER I report made on postmaster’s requisition...............-....20.. id alee : 
lll up— Amount sent on requisition, filled January 23, 1880 14 
The SPEAKER. TheChair thinks that in the absence of the mem- Tot ae 
ber called (although this rule may in some cases operate as a hard- | Deduct « nated sales for 67 days, average daily sales being $3.30 : TO 
ship, as the gentleman from Georgia explained this morning it did in 
. ‘ ‘ ing 1) } mount on hand } " bnsine i 192 1 ) 
his case) the rule would require that the Chair should pass to the | /e@ving the probable amount on hand at close of business March 23, 1880. 240 


next member in alphabetical order. The gentleman from Michigan, The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 

Mr. BuRROWS, is next in order. at this time? No member rises to object, and the Committe: 
Mr. BURROWS. I yield to my colleague [Mr. STONE] that he may | Whole House on the Private Calendar is discharged from its f 

all up his bill. consideration, and it is before the House at this time for acti 
The SPEAKER. No yielding is necessary. The gentleman will The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 





] 1) lere ylling +} 1 We — onht ° ° . > , 
be considered as calling up the bill in hisown right. The bill being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and pass 
read. | Mr. STONE moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
Phe Clerk read as follows: passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be la 


A } H. RK. N : the 1 et of David W. De table. 
2 by the & , Hf f Representatives of the United States of The latter motion was agreed to. 
j ' ‘ gt as i.‘ at the propera counting otticer of the Post-Otlice WILLIAM BLAISDELL. 


{and directed to credit David W. Bell, postmast 
¢ sum of $363.68 , his Sonat = ba st. ‘aa The State of Minnesota was called. 
said sum being the amount of postal money and post Mr. DUNNELL. I ask that the Committee of the Whole Hou 
post-ottice on the night of the 23d of March, 1880. the Private Calendar be discharged from the further consider 
e SPEAKER. This bill has eported from the Committee | @ bill (H. R. No. 7030) regulating the pension of William b 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. The question is on discharging | and that the bill be passed. 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar from the The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the s 











ory ) raol 




















































t deration of the bill and passing it at this tir Is there | the Interior to place on the pension-roll, subject tothe provis 
bjection to the present consideration of this bill | limitations of the pension laws, the name of William Bla 
Mr. WARNER. Let the report be read. of Company F, Fifth Regiment Minnesota Volunteers, and 
Mr. BURROWS. My colleague {Mr. STONE] reported it, and I | @ pension at the rate of $24 per month from the 4th day of June, I> 
eld to him. deducting therefrom any sums that may have heretofor 
Mr. STONE. It has been some months.in fact a vear,since I made | him since said date under any pension certificate issued to 
‘ Oo It isa m 3; report from the Committee on the The report was read, as follows: 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, and I ask the Clerk to read i It is a} It appears that William Blaisdell was enlisted as a priv n Com} 
of | of ‘ | Regiment Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, on January 2 
} therefrom 5 ember 6, 12865. 
PS capers ' . Claimant es that he contracted sciatic rheumatism and kidn 
I Committee on Post-Oilice and Post-Roa to 3 rete d the bill | ing his term of service, and soon after the war he applied for and was gra 
8 fort ef of \ l pectfully rey | sion at the rate of $2 per month, which was subsequently increased at 
the i] adw.t i} for a number of years past, | times and to various amounts till May 4, 1820, when he wa ced 0 
4 ] na Oxford, Oak Co h is also the township | roll at the rate of $24 per month. 
er ot! ow! I t i n 3 pany at that | Che claimant asks Congress to correct the unjust rating and gran 
oy ce we of t uid B 3 is also the express | sion at said rate from the d of his application for pen filed S¢ 
I funds of the to ; of t post-oflice, and also mor nd valuables | 1868. ; 
Bell as express agent, we kept in an iron safe furnished him by said That claimant suffered with the above-mentioned diseases is cleat 
s company, supposed to be burglar-proof, and weighing about iteen hun- | dence and from the fact that he was pensioned therefor; that he is 1 
ed | ds. This safe was kept in the store and post-oflice | plorable state is equally clear. 
I clea established by competent evidence, and your « t nd, that or The testimony further discloses the fact that the examining surgeo! 
ther tof the 23d day of March, 1580, the store building containing the post-oflice | heart—was at enmity with claimant and prejudiced against bu Other sutps 
s entered by burglars through the back door. The thieves effected an entrance | report his case as deserving higher rate. , 
by breaking a glass in the upper part of the door, and unlocking t loor with the Dr. R. Wilson states that he attended claimant in 1868 and 15 u 
key which was in the lock on the insi and had free access to tl of the | then suffering from sciatica and unable to perform but the slightest labor. 
safe containing postage-stamps, postal and other funds cked. | Dr. L. F. Cose states that he treated claimant in 1873-'74-'75, and tha 
he burglars di l into the safe just below the combination, cha ii h pow- | not been able to perform any labor since 1865. a 
der, and blew the door open and stole the contents. Besides $2,520 belonging to | Dr. E. M. Moorehouse states that he knew claimant before the war; Hiab Be © 
the township and express company and others, there were also in the safe, and | then sound and healthy, and that he treated him for sciatic rheumatism 
stolen, $200 of postal funds, and postage-stamps amounting to $163.63, making a | and that he was then totally unable to perform manual labor ~ 
total of postal funds and st: s stolen $3863.02. The committee are of opinion that the relief sought ought to be granted, ane 7 
rhere was no person sleeping in the store, but as the safe had been used fora | port to the House the accompanying substitute for the bil], and recommene } 
number of years and was considered secure, we attach no blame to the postmaster. | passage. 








as no objection; and the Com mittee of the Whole House 


“here W 
™ alendar was discharged from its further considera- 


the Private C 


e bil 1] was then ord lered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
¢ i 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 





see UNNELL n oved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
See aa also moved that the motion to recon sider be laid on the 
r motion was agreed to. 
PREEDMAN’S SAVINGS AND TRUST COMPANY. 
ite of Mississippi was called. 
+. CHALMERS. I ask to take from the Speaker's table for con- 






n at this time Senate bill No. 711, amending the charter of 






roedmans Savings and Trust Company, and for other purposes. 
was read, as follows 
1. édec., That so much of the seventh section of the act entitled “An 
» the charter of the Freedman’'s Savings and Trust Comp and for 
ipproved June 20, 1874, as authorizes the selection az id appoint- 
ree c¢ issioners, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 
That the Secretary of the Treasury is he reby autho rized and directed to 


t the Comptroller of the Currency a commissioner, who shall execute a bond 

United Sti ite s, with good securities, in the penal sum of $20,000, conditioned 

faith ft il dischs urge of his duties aforesaid, and take an oath faithf fully to 

~m his duties, which bond shall be executed in the presence of said Secretary 

nproved by him 1, and b y him safely kept; and when said bond shall have been 

1 and oath ti 1ken, then said commissioner shall be invested with the pos- 

and legal title to all Be property of said company for the purposes of this 

+ and the said act of June 20, 1574, and shall have all the rights, prerogatives, and 

-iJeges, and perform all ch duties that were conferred and enjoined u pon the 

» commissioners in said act of June 20, 1874 ; and from and after the qualifica 

n of said C omptroller as si aid commissioner the duties, rights, and authority of 

ree commissioners shi ull forthwith cease and determine: Provided, That 

: contained in this act shall in any way impede or delay any case o1 cases in- 

Jin any court by or against the commissioners appointed under the provis- 

he act to which this act is amendatory, but every such case shall, upon sug 

n of the appointment of the Comptroller aforesaid, and due entry of the 

on the docket of the court in which said case may be pending, be proceeded 

jn the name of such Comptroller in the same manner as if such change had 

en made. 

Sec. 3 ‘| hat said commissioner, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treas- 

| have the right and authority to compound and compromise debts due to 
ities of the company. 

- That said commissioner, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treas- 

1] have the right and authority to sell any of the real and personal p roperty 
| company at public or private sale, as in his judgment he may deem best, 

iy in for the benefit of the company any property which may be offered 
sto pay debts and liabilities to said company, if in his judgment said prop- 

ing sacrificed by said sale, and to make to the pure hasers of property sold 
deeds of conveyance for their respective SS, 
s That said commissioner shall, by the 10th day of each annual session of 
gress, make a written report to Congress of his proceedings up to the first day 
; and for his service as commissioner aforesaid, he shall, in addition 
t salary as Comptroller, receive an annual salary of $1,000, to be paid 
e funds of said institution. 
sec, 6. That whenever said commissioner is prepared to make a dividend to the 
sitors, he is authorized and directed through the United States Treasurer to 
the various depository banks of the United States which are convenient 
\ depositors an amount suflicient to pay them, and the ofiicers of said banks 
y the depositors or their assignees, and take receipts from them in such 
manner as shall be pre scribed by said commissioner and the Secretary of 
lreasury; and said evidences of payment shall be returned by said oflicers to 
iissioner, and by him preserved: Provided, That where there are no de 
banks of the United States, then said commissioner may, with the approval 
secretary of the Treasury, pay the depositors in said localities in s 
may deem best. 
7, That said commissioner, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treas- 
prescribe such form as he may deem right and proper for the depositors 
sfer their claims: Provided, Every such transfer shall state the amount of 
im transferred, and the amount actua all; y received for the same. 

That said commissioner shall make payments to those depositors only 
1ss-bonks have been properly ver od and balanced, unless said pass-books 
st or destroyed; then, upon satis! wes proof of such loss or destruc 
amount due them, he Ly pay ough they had pass-books. B ut 
inded on pass- ‘s or otherwise not presented to said commissi 
ation and credit within six months from and after the passage of 
ll as all dividends dec ed es n audited accounts not called for \ 
from the date of their dec] ion, shall be barred, and their amx 

to the benetit of the other dey of the company. 

t it shall be the duty of the solicitor of the Treasury, 
| commissioner, to investig: anner in Ww 
L by its trustees and others ha g¢ control 
said solicitor, the affai id company 

lulently and corruptly, then sa 
shall cause such civil 
artici 
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. Is there objectio: 
s taken from the Speaker’s table a 
Us tor consideration. 
Ar, CL YMER. Let the s report be read. 
wre O'( JONNOR, That will consume a great de al oi time, and I will 
tte ior the inform sible of the gentleman from Pe ylvania, as well 
the other members of the House, that I had the honor at the last 
in of this Congr ress to introduce a joint resolution of similar tenor 
‘ua substance to the Senate bill now under consideration. 


‘hair hears none, and 
fore tl 


Mt 1S now 1e 


- 
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This resolution was referred to the Committee on Ways and Beane, 
and was unanimously reported back favorably to the House by the 
chairman of that committee. The whole subject under consideration 
is in a nut-shell. The bill abolishes the commission of the three com- 
missioners appointed under the act of 1874, who in six years have con- 
sumed in expe nses and charges over three hundred and thirty-five 
thousand dollars of the savings deposits of the freedmen, paying to 
themselves each the sum of $3 000 per annum, when one commissioner 
did the whole work of the three. The bill stops this waste and pro- 
vides for an ofticer of the Treasury closing up at once the institution 
and distributing the proceeds of its assets and property among the 
needy de positors. That is all there is in the bill beyond certain de- 
tailsi in consummating the close of the institution, and the bill should 

be passed at once and without dissent. 

Several MEMBERS. What committee reported it in the Senat 

Mr. a INNOR. It came from the special committee in the | Sen- 








ate on the Freedman’s Saving and Trust Company, of which Senator 
BRUCE was chairman. I now move thatthe bill be put upon its pas- 
sage. 


The Senate bill was ordered toa third reading ; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CHALMERS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter 

SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO WITHOUT 

The State of Missouri was called. 

Mr. BLAND. I that the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill (11. R. No. 933) to repeal so much of the sixth clause of 

section 3244 of the Revised Statutes of the United States as prohibits 

farmers and planters from selling leaf-tobacco at retail directly to 
consumers without the payment of a special tax, and to allow farm- 
ers and planters to sell leaf-tobacco of their own production to other 
persons than manufacturers of tobacco without special tax, and that 
it be put upon its passage at this time. 

The bill was read, as follows 

Be ted by the Senate House of Represent rhata 
tion of the sixth clause of section 3244 of the Revised Statutes of the 


motion was agreed to. 


SPECIAL TAX. 


ask 


itenac and es, dc 


ll of that por- 
United States 


embraced in the following words: ‘‘ Provided, That nothing in this section shall 
be construed to exempt from a special tax any . irmer or planter who, by peddling 
or otherwise, sells leaf-tobacco at retail directly to consumers, or who sells o1 


assigns, consigns, transfers, or disposes of, . persons other than those who have 
paid a special t AX as leaf-dealers or manu fac turers of tobacco, snuff, or cigars, or 
to pe eg chasing leaf-tobacco for e Xpor be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. That no farmer or planter shall be required to pay aspecial tax asa 
dealer in leaf-tobacco for 8 lling tobacco of his own production or tobacco received 
by him as rent from tenants who have produced the same on his land; and they 
may sell the same to persons other than those who have paid a special tax as leai 
dealers or manufacturers of tobacco, snuff, or cig leaf 
tobacco for export. 


Sec. 3. That all laws and parts 
pealed. 


Mr. FRYE. Before objection asked I should like to 
what committee this bill comes from, and whether it 
Calendar ? 

Mr. BLAND. 


irs, or to persons purchasing 


of laws inconsistent herewith are hereby re 


is inquire 
is upon the 


It comes from the Committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. FRYE. Is there a report accompanying it? 
Mr. HATCH. There is no report. It was reported 

rules went into efiect. 
Mr. CAMP. Object 

ation of that bill. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to its present consideration ! 
Mr. BLAND. there is objection to it, gentlemen should be 

counted, as I should like to know who they : 
The SPEAKER. Several ge 


before the new 


ions have not been asked for to the consider- 


> 


Ti 
i 


have risen, among them the 
chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, [laughte ri more than 
enough to defeat the consideration of th 

SOLDIERS’ REUNION, 


ite of Nebrasl 


are. 
itlemen 


e bill. 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA. 
alled, 


consideration of Senate joint resolu- 


The St: 
Mr. V 


raska veiling Cc 
’ 


TALENTINE asked the 











tion No. 152. 

The SPE AKER. The title of the resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows 

Joint resoluti to grant ( t y, tents, &c., tobe used at the soldiers 
reunion to be held at Lincoln, Nebraska, in S¢ ptember, 1881. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The joint resolution will be read. 

The resolution was read. It is ag 3 folloy WS: 

Resolved by the Senate and He 2of I vepre sentatives of the United States of Amer 
ica in Congress asseml That the Secretary of War be, and ho is hereby, author- 
ized to send, from some convenient fort or arsenal, to be used at the soldiers’ re- 
union at Lincoln, Nebraska, to be held in the month of September, 1#61, such cannon 


tents, muskets, 
like good condi 
said articles to and 


tents, muskets, &c., 1 be conveniently spared; said cannon, 
&c., to be returned after the holding of said reunion meeting in as 
tion as when received: Provided, That all tr: msportation of 


as Cai 








from the place of the re union to the fort or arsenal shall be without expense to the 
Government: Provided further, That the adjutant-general of the State of Nebraska, 
or other proper ace unting oflicer, shall receipt for said arms, ammunition, and 
camp equipage, in the name of said State, and that such of them as sl.all t be 
returned shall be charged to said State against its quota. 

The SPEAKER. The anestion is on the third reading of a Senate 
resolution. 

The resolution was ordered to be read a third time; and it was 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
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it } 
Ak Mr. VALENTINE moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- | counted for, as is now_ provided aw respecting other stamp 
“f 1 , } iors ps 
+ iS passed; and é that erp S i 
f e tab } , 7 
j ‘ ul t i t ‘ iw) . “i 

] ter mo ! ‘ t st ‘ imps t ny per : = 
; ) Pas I » me 
t i such « ‘ ar a¢ 
; di Dol ) \ And ‘ ee A 

The State of Ne da called | ‘ b < 

, . ne . » ch s ( 

Mr. DAGGETT the considerat N , 


Ihe SPEAKER. The title of t} will I tter h the | ail things used in the conveyance of such a stamped Ly 












































tion wi 
ternal Rever 


gallons, a tax of three cents per gallon, without any : 
ever. For the f the tax the Commissioner of I ! 
cause to be prey e stamps denoting the tax req 0 be paid on two oe : 
dozen pints and on one dozen or two dozen quarts of such liquor, respectively morning hour. 


and the same shall be furnished to collectors of internal revenue, and sold and ac Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. The same rule should apply to Ail. 





tunity to pass his bill. ; 
The SPEAKER. This is nota bill under the new rule as! 


air. 





‘ « 1eVCnuUe Shali 








Hi Ul r will ask for o ct ( t the ng 
; The Cle rt 5 a : S 
gh A} . I phe SPEAKER | 6 am dment pr Se 
! The SPEAKEI Pt Ca aperted | aye See Senn Bae Se nene 
from t ( on ¢ Is there ol ent con Phe Cle read as follows 
Tal y ’ y» es eT T 1 i i ‘ t i t 
‘ un « \ 
: PETI , | Mr. WARN Rk I La ill 0 Mr. Sre¢ 
I N Ham) re b |} hour hasexpired. The t i r objections has pass 
; | SPEAKE! Che gentleman f New I } re[} BRIGGS] | isa y l d should have « consideratic 
! yj 3 seat, the ( ’ ré l n fro! ‘j SPEAKER The Chair the point of o1 
New Ham] re, [Mr. HAL! ‘ ‘ I ( cde} has expired. The b gO ove! Che gentlem 
Ly. Mr. BLOUNT] soug! 1e floor to ask unanimous co 2 
{ M HIALI I ask « er S N Ww recog a 
I SPEAKER I t i v ORDER OF BUSINESS 
| Clerk read follows | Mr. BLOUNT. I now repeat my request for unanimous 
1(i No. 15 ray P Mr. REAGAN. I move that the House resolv itself into ¢ 
The SPEAKER j 3 comes ! Co ! 1 | tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Pe 510 a Pr \ e Cal I ! I | I ne SPEAKER. ‘j it cventleman from Texas cemanas tf} 
I bill was read. as follows | or ler ‘the motion that the House resolve its ? 
] t rl Sx i | mut ‘ the state of the Union. 
I i and directed to place « t pensis t | D l Mr. BLé gventiema trom Te is V ( 
mitations of the pension laws, the name of Pete: Grottan, fat erof John L. Grot | LAY 
t te second lieutenant of Company G, Sixth Regiment United States Infant: Mr 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of |} Mr esterday by leave of the] 
the bill? | gaged in the prepa e sundry civil bill wl my 
There was no objectio | reached in the cal >the new rule. I wasin a mistake as 
Mr. CLYMER. Let the report be read. time and did not eso as to avail myself of the pr 
Mr. HALL. I wish to state, Mr. Speaker,that there is a typo- | ask that under the circumstances I be allowed to call up a bi 
graphical error in the title of the bill as alsoin the bodyofit. It should present consideration. 
be “Grattan” in place of “ Grottan.’ | Mr. STEPHENS. It will not take more than five minutes 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the amer >} Mr. VALENTINE. I have no desire to object to the consid 
report is read. The gentleman from Pennsylvania deman of the bill of the gentleman from Georgia. "But I would like 
ing of the report unanimous consent that the same privilege be extended 
Mr. HALL. I wish to say that this is a unanimous report from the | tleman from Colorado who is absent at this moment, and w! 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. necessarily absent yesterday when his State was called 
Mr. CLYMER. Then I withdraw the demand for the reading of The SPEAKER. Is there objection ? 
the report if it is a unanimous report. Mr. WHITE. What is the bill called up by the gentlen 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment to correct the | Georgia? at 
typographical error in the bill by substituting “a” for “o” in the} Mr, BLOUNT. Itisa bill forthe relief of W. A. Reid. Itis 
name of the beneficiary of the bill mous report of the Committee on Claims. 
The amendment was agreed to. The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Vaury 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third | asks unanimous consent that the same privilege be grant 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, | gentleman from Colorado, [Mr. BELFORD. ] 
and passed, Mr. McMILLIN. Before agreeing to that we want t 
Mr. HALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was | bills are to be called up. 
passed; and also moved the motion to reconsider be laid on the The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
objects. The bill which the gentleman from Georgia N 
asks unanimous consent to have considered at this time will b 
ll be changed to conform | Ww. A. REID 
the body of the bill. ‘ aaa ° . a. - ; x 
; Mr. BLOUNT. I send the bill to the desk. 
es So The Clerk read as follows : 
Phe State of New Jersey being called, A bill (H. R. No. 1996) for the relief of W. A. Reid 
Mr. BLAKE asked the consideration of House bill No. 62 seta lie. Mitainh tet Gieiieataen it ‘tis Qintiiaaiel tea) dah ie tet 
The SPEAKER. The title of the bill will be read. thorized and directed to pay to W. A. Reid, of Eatonton, Georgia, the su 
rhe Clerk read as follows out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for advertising 
7 A bill to1 ; a ee ee for the Government in 1867, by direction of the Secretary of War 
Mr. CARLISLI This bill was reported this morning from the The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this | 
Committee on Ways and Means with an amendment. at this time . 
The SPEAKER: The bill will be read, after which the amend-| Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I desire to make a parliame 
; ment will be read quiry. — Zs s 
The bill was read. | sas follows The SPEAKER. _ Phe ge iueman Willi state Lt 
i aii ih atieiain eeaiaeah upon the | , 2r. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Two days ago when I was ¢ 
premises where the rewed or mad bottles cont g not more than | ing to pass a bill that required an appropriation, as was aileget ; 
one pint « ea vottled be removed from the brew- | Government property, the point of order was strenuously insisted \ 
ery for c ee . pa ment in boxes ¢ nta oe br by the gentleman from Pennsy lvania [ Mr. CLYMER ] that it must firs 
; . s provided by this act shal aia dnythi Sa steeper yaad be diseussed in Committee of the W hole. I desire to know =e 
pele eaumeeer in manner as the Commissioner of Internal Reve. | that point of order has yet been decided by the Chair? I t 
n iy by regulation prescri and such boxes addition to t other brands | object to the bill of the gentleman irom Georgia. 
aaa See . uented liquors, shall be branded | ‘The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that point of order on yes 
a. Meeuees a alia Maneanail alae ateher ta dhe ‘ic veaninal be law toh. | day. This is not under that call at all. This is a request for | f 
kept, and in the monthly statement made to the collector, in addition to the entries | Mous consent, outside of that rule altogether. : 
now by law required, the actual quantity of such liquors sold or removed for ¢ | Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. That would not affect the rule v 
oY That the = nail ne an om ee = Ihe a se _-., | requires a bill making an appropriation of money or property ~ 
ured, and sold or removed for conetenption or sale in bottles, within the Unitea | t0 the Committee of the Whole. I do not insist, however, vo r 
States, in lieu of the tax of $1 for every barrel containing not more than thirty-one | point of order. I wish the gentleman from Georgia to have an 0)’ 
tl llowance or deduc hat 
| 
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Mr. WHITE. Do I understand the gentleman from Georgia is seek- 
ng to pass a bill under a different rule 
uM The SPEAKER. The gentleman has asked unanimous consent that 
this bill be considered. ‘haj : : : 
Mr, WHITE. I ask the Chair to hear my question. It is: If the 

ntleman from Georgia is seeking to pass a bill outside of the morn- 
rentielle 


ne hour by a different rule from that to which it would be subject if 

, were called up under the new rule? 
rhe SPEAKER. The bill the gentleman is now seeking to pass 

ve requires under the rules a single objection to prevent its consid- 
ation. [Cries of “Vote!” “Vote!”’] 

Mr. WHITE. I should like all to be subject to the same rules. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Was not a bill called up yesterday by another 
optieman from Georgia? . 

- The SPEAKER. That was under a construction which the House 

made of the rule. ; 

“Mr. ATHERTON. If the gentleman from Georgia {[Mr. Blount] 

he recognized, then two gentlemen from that State will have had that 





ve 


yr ege. 
| 


The SPEAKER. Only one in the call under the new rule. Is there 
obiection to the present consideration of the bill which has been read ? 

[here was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and be- 
‘ne engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
~ Vr. BLOUNT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
nassed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. , 

; The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ELAM. I ask unanimous consent—— 

Mr. McMILLIN. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN, ] that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gentleman will allow me to make one or 
two motions to expedite the public business. 

Mr. REAGAN. I yield to the gentleman from Tennessee for that 
purpose. 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask that the bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appro- 
priations for the payment of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, with amendments by 
the Senate, be taken from the Speaker’s table and referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and that the Senate amendments be 
printed. ; 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

ARCTIC EXPLORING. EXPEDITION. 

Mr. ATKINS. I am directed by the Committee on Appropriations, 
under an order of the House, to report back with a favorable recom- 
mendation the bill (H. R. No. 7156) appropriating money to be used 
under the direction of the Navy Department to prosecute a search 
for the steamer Jeannette, of the arctic exploring expedition. 

Mr. KEIFER. Let that bill be considered now. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I hope it will be passed. It will take no 
time. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I object to its present considera- 
ton. 

Mr. ATKINS. Then I move that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that the committee had examined and found truly enrolled 
lills of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. No. 201) for the relief of Somerville Nicholson ; 

A bill (8S. No. 1191) for the relief of James Monroe Heiskell, of Bal- 
umore City, Maryland; and 

A bill (S. No. 1193) granting a pension to Milton L. Sparr. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Ilnois, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
teported that the committee had examined and found truly enrolled 
‘bill of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

_ A bill (S. No. 1487) to restore the lands included in the Fort Read- 
ing and Fort Crook military reservations, in the State of California, 
‘o the public domain, and for other purposes. 

Mr. KENNA, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the 
lollowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same : 

A bill (H. R. No. 799) granting a pension to Richard P. Taylor ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 859) granting a pension to William H. Scribner; 
aa (H. R. No. 1107) granting a pension to Mrs. Elisabeth Up- 

rt) > 

A bill (H. R. No. 1628) granting a pension to Dalton Hinchman ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1953) tor the relief of Henry C. Groomes; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2044) granting a pension to Martha J. Porter ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2548) granting a pension to Martha Neil; 

A bill (H. R. No. 3098) granting a pension to Jacob Ginder ; 
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A bill (H. R. No. 3487) granting a pension to James Forsyth Har- 
rison; and , 

A bill (H. R. No. 6451) to amend and re-enact sections 2517 and 2518 
of the Revised Statutes, and changing the boundaries of a customs 
district in the State of Maine. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks consent to lay before the House 
sundry executive communications, that they may be promptly re- 
ferred to their appropriate cominittees. 

There was no objection. 

STATISTICAL ABSTRACT. 

The SPEAKER accordingly laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the third number of the Sta- 
tistical Abstract of the United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIM IN ARIZONA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interion, transmitting papers in the Arizona private land 
claim ‘‘ Aribac;” which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims 

EASTERN CHEROKEES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, relating to the desire of the eastern band of Cher- 
okees for assistance to enable them to join their brethren in the Indian 
Territory ; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

MARINE HOSPITAL, WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, relative to the marine hospital building at 
Wilmington, North Carolina; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

REGISTRATION OF TRADE-MARKS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting a report of the Commissioner of 
Patents relative to the registration of trade-marks; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

FORCE IN PENSION OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting a communication from the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions relative to the condition of the working force in 
his office; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

NAVIGATION AT THE HEAD OF LAKE SUPERIOR. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting a report on the wants of navigation at the 
head of Lake Superior; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

CONSULAR REPORTS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Sec- 
retary of State, relative to an appropriation for printing consular 
reports; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

CLAIMS OF REVOLUTIONARY LINE OFFICERS. 

Mr. SIMONTON, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
War Claims, reported back adversely the bill (H. R. No. 4480) to pro- 
vide for the settlement of the unpaid claims of those officers of the 
line of the Revolutionary army who served to the close of the war 
of Independence, and were so returned on the books of the Treasury ; 
which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 


INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, BURLINGTON, IOWA, 


Mr. VOORHIS. I am instructed unanimously by the Committee 
on Private Land Claims to report to the House, with an amendment, 
the bill (H. R. No. 4206) confirming and vesting the title to a certain 
tract of land in Burlington, Iowa, “in the independent school dis- 
trict” of said city. It is merely to correct a verbal error in one of the 
statutes, and I ask that it be now considered. 

The SPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no objection if it will not lead to debate 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that it is merely to correct a 
clerical error. 

Mr. McCOID. That is all. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The bill was read, as follows : 

Whereas it is claimed that the word “ west,” after the words “ Valley street,”’ in 
the “act confirming the title to a tract of land in the city of Burlington, Iowa 
——— July 4, 1868, (volume 15, page 8&2, United States Staiutes at Large,) is a 
clerical error, and that the word “‘ east’ should be inserted in lieu thereof: There 
fore, in order to properly confirm the title to the lot which was intended to be con 
firmed by such act, 

Be it enacted, dc., That the act entitled “ An act confirming the title to a tract of 
land in Burlington, lowa,” approved July 4, 186%, be, and the same is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: That all of the title of the United States in and 
to a certain tract of land in the city of Burlington, Des Moines County, in the State 
of Iowa, described as being west of lot No. 978 in said city, south of Valley street 
east of Ninth street, and north of Market street, as laid down on the plat of said 
city certified under the act of Congress of March 3, 1837, by William W. Connell 
and George Cubbage, commissioners, and now on file in the General Land Office, 
and which was originally reserved from sale by the United States and dedicated to 
public burial purposes, be, and the same is hereby, confirmed to and vested in the 
~ independent school district’ of said city, to be forever dedicated to and used by 
said school district for public-school purposes, and for no other purpose whatsoever, 
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There was no objection, and the bill was before the House for con- 
sideration. 


The SPEAKER. The first question is upon the amendment re- | 


ported from the committee. 

The amendment was, in line 10 of the printed bill to strike out the 
vord “ Ninth” and insert in lieu thereof the word “ Boundary ; ” so 
that it will read : “ East of Boundary street and north of Market street.” 


Mr. McCOID. That is to make this bill conform in language with 


the original act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time: and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITE. I now call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN,} that the House now resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole for the purpose of further considering the 
river and harbor appropriation bill. 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER. I rise to make a privileged report from the 
Committtee on Elections. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wil 


purpose 


| recognize the gentleman for that 


HON. RANDALL L. GIBSON. 
Mr. BELTZHOOVER, from the Committee on Elections, submitted 
a report on the petition of Hon. Randall L. Gibson to be allowed for 
his expenses 1n an ¢ lection contest in the Forty-third Congress ; which 
report was ordered to be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, indefinite leave of absence was granted to 
Mr. Joyc! 
RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. WHITE. I call for the regular order now. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 


from Texas, to go into Committee of the Whole on the river and har- 
bor appropriation bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. Before the question is taken on that motion, I 
desire to move that all general debate upon that bill in Committee of 
the Whole be closed in thirty-five minutes. I will state that it is 
my intention to give fifteen minutes of that time to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. RUSSELL, ] a member of the Committee on 
Commerce, and fifteen minutes to the gentleman from Louisiana, 
[ Mr. GIBSON, ] a member of the Committee on Commerce, reserving 
tive minutes to myself to close general debate. 

Mr. ACKLEN. I ask the gentleman to make the time one hour. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would be glad to accommodate my friend, but I 
am acting under instructions of the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ACKLEN. i desire to say that although there was, as I under- 
stand, a meeting of the Committee on Commerce this morning, it 
was not the day for the regular meeting of that committee, and I 
was not advised that there would be any such meeting. On Thurs- 
day last, when this bill was under consideration in Committee of the 
Whole, the then occupant of the chair, the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. CARLISLE, ] expected to recognize me to address the committee, 
and I yielded to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] for a mo- 
tion that the committee rise, expecting that when the subject was 
again resumed I would have a few minutes at least to explain my 
views upon this bill. The effect of limiting debate to thirty-five 
minutes will be to cut me off from any opportunity to speak. 

Many Members. Regular order! 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentle- 
man from Texas to limit general debate on the river and harbor 
appropriation bill to thirty-five minutes. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move to amend that motion so as to limit 
general debate to four hours, There are a great many members here 
who want to say a word on this bill. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. VAN VooRHIS 
to limit general debate to four hours, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. ACKLEN. I move an amendment to limit debate to three- 
quarters of an hour, That is but ten minutes in excess of the time 
indicated by the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. It is understood that after general de- 
bate is closed, which 1 hope will be in thirty-five minutes, the bill 
will then be considered by paragraphs, and there will be an oppor- 
tunity for every member desiring to be heard to make a five-minute 
speech. 

rhe amendment of Mr. ACKLEN was not agreed to. 


The question recurring on the motion of Mr. REAGAN, that general 


debate in Committee of the Whole on the river and harbor bill be | 


limited to thirty-five minutes, it was agreed to. 
Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote just taken; 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


and also 


The question recurring on the motion of Mr. REAGAN, that the | 


House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the considera- 

tion of the river and harbor appropriation bill, it was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, (Mr. CARLISLE in the chair,) and resumed 
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| the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making 
| for the construction, completion, repair, and presery 
works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all 
this bill has been limited to thirty-five minutes. 

Mr. REAGAN. I yield fifteen minutes to the gentle 
sachusetts, [Mr. RUSSELL. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Reagan) 
by reservation made the other day without objection, has thirty.4, ; 
minutes remaining, yields to the gentleman from Massachusetts . 
fifteen minutes. : 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, the Oppositioy . 
so far developed against the passage of the river and harbor bj z 
reported to the House by the Committee on Commerce and ¢ 
for consideration by Mr. REAGAN on Monday, under the 
of the rules, is based on the following reasons: 

First. That a bill of this character and magnitude should }ye fre: 
considered in the Committee of the Whole, where each item , on 
discussed and subject to amendment. —e 

Second. That the committee had not equitably distributed ty, 
appropriations territorially. = 

Third. That the stipulation in regard to the appropriation for the 
improvement of the Lower Mississippi “in accordance with the pia 
therefor adopted by the Mississippi River commission, to be expende) 
by the Secretary of War, with the advice and under the supervision 
of said commission, the sum of $1,000,000; and it shall be the duty y 
of said commission to take into consideration and of the Secretary «j 
War to extend operations under their supervision to tributaries 
the Mississippi River to the extent, and no further, that may be neces. 
sary in the judgment of said commission to the perfection of the gep. 
eral and permanent improvement of said Mississippi River,” js no 
sufficiently guarded to prevent the use of this appropriation to )uild 
up the levees for the protection of the alluvial lands lying along the 
Mississippi River. 

In answer to the first objection I wish here to state in behalf of the ; 
Committee on Commerce that we have obeyed the instructions of the ’ 
House in formulating this bill in committee, and it was called up on 
Monday for consideration and action under the suspension of the rules 
by Mr. REAGAN, a member of the committee, in conformity to a cus- 
tom which seemed well established by the action of the past six or 
seven Congresses. Formerly when the bill was considered in the 
Committee of the Whole and subjected to amendment it never grew 
smaller, and that the amendments urgently and eloquently presented 
and adopted always increased the bill and generally to sueh propor- 
tions that it failed altogether. 

In answer to the second objection, that the appropriations in the 
bill are not equitably distributed among the States, the committe 
affirm that they have by a long and careful consideration of the mer- 
its and demands of each item in the bill faithfully and conscientious, 
recommended appropriations which in their judgment the merits and 
necessities of the work demanded. The reports and recommenda- 
tions of the Engineer Department which has these works in charge 
have necessarily been to a greatextent our guide. These reports give 
the character and probable cost of the works, and show to what 
tent the improvement may facilitate commerce. 

The charge that certain States or particular works in the States 
had been favored without reference to the necessity of the improve- 
ment is unjust and without foundation in fact. Texas, which has 
been referred to, has large appropriations in the bill, but has not re- 
ceived a larger proportion to the amount recommended by the Eng 
neer Department for the works going on in that great State than other 
States have received; no more than the State of California, th: 
the gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] complains that the Pa 
coast has not received fair consideration at the hands of the commit 
tee, : 

I commend to the consideration of this House the remarks ot t 
honorable gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. DUNNELL, } whose inJan 
State receives very little in this bill, but he, having served on the 
Committee on Commerce, has, through familiarity with the ne 
commerce, been led to support the bill making liberal appropriat 
| for the improvement of our navigable waters. 

The committee have, with such light as they had before ther 
with a due regard to the size of the bill, dealt justly with every s 
tion of the country. ‘ ; 

Another feature of the objections which develop under this 
and which has been presented by members on this fleor is, that | 
States had better make their own improvements to their rivers ane 
harbors (in view of what they get in this bill and the population ° 
the State) rather than share in the general bill. This is a narrow 
and limited view to take of the question of river and harbor improve- 
ment. But a sufficient answer to this suggestion is in the fact tha 
all the navigable waters belong to and are under the contro of tl 

Jnited States. 

What we want in this country is cheap transportation, the very 
best facilities for handling and transporting from point to point 
products of tield, forest, mines, and our manuiactures ; and while we 
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and narrow rivers which traverse the low lands of that sec- 
» by the removal of stumps and overhanging trees, it may be, 
‘provements so much criticised in the House,) the benefit is not 
a to the cotton-grower nor to the cotton-spinner in our great 
aaa nfacturing cities, Lowell, Lawrence, and Fall River, but to every 
_— who uses manufactures of cotton. rhe coal-miners who can 
‘ore cheaply transport their products over the improved rivers that 
iw through the coal-mining regions are not alone benefited, but 


flow . . ’ : : 
; nsumers of that indispensable commodity also, wherever they 


the cé 
mav be. 


The improvement of the rivers.and lakes for the transportation of 


her and the cereals of the great West affords no local advantages 
vot are not felt in the remotest part of our country. The cost of 


sportation from the wheat-fields of the West to the consumers in 
‘he East and South is an important item in the cost of our breadstufis, 
sy] whatever can be saved by superior facilities in transportation is 
, gain both to the producer and consumer. 
There are three great forces which underlie and constitute our suc- 
ess and which are essential to the permanent prosperity of any coun- 
ry namely: First, fertility of soil; second, the industry and inge- 
auits of the people to take advantage of what nature affords them ; 
third, and not the least important, cheap transportation. The first 
we have, for no country has a more fruitful soil, and our people are 
ndustrious and ingenious. 

" They lead all nations in fashioning implements for agriculture and 
machinery for manufactures. And now, what have we done and what 
can we do in the interest of cheap transportation? In the early set- 
tlement of the country and until a very recent date we have been 
obliged for the want of sufficient capital to build our railroads on a 
heap and unsubstantial basis. Iron rails, cheap road-beds, and light 
motive power, together with local and conflicting managements of 
short linesof railway, though links in a great chain reaching from the 
North to the South and from the East to the West, did not afford 















facilities for cheap transportation. But within the last few years 


oreat advances have been made in land transportation. Steel rails 
have been substituted for iron, the road-beds have been improved and 
sreater motive power used; large engines of fifty tons weight hav- 
ng been substituted for those of thirty tons. Through connections 
save been so perfected that merchandise is now transported from one 
section of the country to the other over our railroads for one-half what 
st seven or eight years ago. And while this change has been 
ng on by land like improvements of no less importance are going 
n water transportation. The ships of 1,000 and 2,000 tons bur- 
which were of the largest class a few years ago, are now yield- 
g to the larger ships of 4,000 and 5,000 tons burden; and what the 
rovement of the railroads has done for the land carriage of the 
ntry the large ships have done for the ocean and river carrying 
le, so that the freight rates from point to point on our own coast 
ud from our ports to foreign ports are reduced nearly one-half; and 
| Congress now hesitate to follow the example of private enter- 
se among our own people on the one side and foreign nations on 
eother in improving our national water-ways so as to facilitate tho 
non of these instrumentalities in the cheapening of freight trans- 
ttation? Our harbors and rivers are certainly inadequate now for 
s purpose and ships are constantly increasing in size, and the sum 
roposed in this bill will not, spread upon the total inland and foreign 
tonnage carried on within our borders, amount to one cent per ton ; 
nd who can doubt that we shall reap a tenfold advantage to our 
ecople in cheapening transportation by this expenditure? Thissum 
ms a paltry one for the repair of old and the opening of new water- 
ays when compared with the estimated expenditure of $400,000,000 
nuually for the repair of our railways. 
ive learned through a somewhat extended business experience 
the truth of the saying, “ Nothing ventured, nothing gained,” and we 
lust, to compete with our rivals, always on the alert, have the best 
‘facilities in all departments of business. It is estimated that we 
to loreigners alone $100,000,000 annually for the transport of our 
‘xportsand imports. I believe that we would save annually in trans- 
portation, on this item alone, brought about by the introduction of 
‘hese large vehicles of transportation, which can only enter our har- 
ors and great rivers by an expenditure by the Government to deepen 
‘eir Channels, more than is appropriated in this bill, to say nothing 
improvements upon our inland rivers and lakes and the build- 
‘Og and repairing of our harbors of refuge, which serve the double 
‘pose of saving life and property. 
_ the third objection, which was raised by my colleague [Mr. Ron- 
INSON] and the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. MarsuH,] is that the 
: opriation for the improvement of the Lower Mississippi may be 
‘xpended for building up the levees, and that consequently the allu- 
4! lands lying alongside the river may be thereby improved, 
1te committee examined carefully the report of the commission, 
‘id also had the commission before them, and these gentlemen ex- 
hained their plan of operations, which satisfied the committee that 
wey would confine their experiments for the improvement of the 
en eon of the river to the system known as the jetty system, 
Glee proved so successful at the mouth of the river at New 
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have a diversified soil and climate, each section producing 
es peculiar to itself; and while the cotton from the fields 
‘ha South can be more cheaply transported to the seaboard over 
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I quote from the report of the commission under the head “ Plan 
of improvement recommended: ” 

It wonld seem, therefore, that the plan of improvement must comprise, as its 
essential features, the contraction of the water-way of the river toa comparatively 
uniform width, and the protection of caving banks, and this is presumed to be the 
plan referred to in the act as the “jetty system.” It is known, from observation 
of the river below Cairo, not only that shoals and bars, producing insutfticient depth 
and bad navigation, are always accompanied by a low-water width exceeding three 
thousand feet, but that wherever the river does not exceed that width there is a 
good channel. In other words, bad navigation invariably accompanies a wide low 
river water-way, and good navigation a narrow one. 

The work to be done, therefore, is to scour out and maintain a channel through 
the shoals and bars existing in those portions of the river where the width is ex 
cessive, and to build up new banks and develop new shore-lines, so as to establish 
as far as prac ticable the requisite conditions of uniform velocity for all stages of 
the river. ; 

It is believed that this improvement can be accomplished below Cairo by con- 
tracting the low-water channel-way to an approximately uniform width of about 
three thousand feet, for the purpose of scouring out a channel through the shoals 
and bars, and by causing, through the action of appropriate works constracted at 
suitable localities, the deposition of sand and other earthy materiais Sempenees 
by the water upon the dry bars and other portions of the present bed not embraced 
within the limits of the proposed low-water channel. The ultimate effect sought 
to be produced by such deposits is a comparative uniformity in the width of the 
high-water channel of the river. 

It is believed that the works estimated for in this report will create and estab- 
lish adepth of at least ten feet at extreme low stages of the river over all the bars 
below Cairo, where they are located. 

It is the opinion of this commission that, asa general rule, the channel should 
be fixed and maintained in its present location, and that no attempt should be made 
to straighten the river or to shorten it by cut-offs. 

There is no intimation by the report or the testimony of the com- 
mission that the War Department through the counsel of the com- 
mission will not carry out in good faith the proposition to improve 
the navigation of the river, and that only; and that no part of this 
appropriation would be used for the direct or indirect recovery of 
overflowed lands only so far as that result might follow the closing 
of gaps, which might be found necessary as an adjunet to the im- 
provement of the navigation of the river. The committee believe 
that the language of the bill is sufficiently guarded to keep them 
within those limits, and that these gentlemen in calling the attention 
of Congress and the country to the provisions connected with this 
item in the bill have created an unnecessary alarm, for the plan 
adopted by the commission looks to the same auxiliary aid which 
my colleague [ Mr. ROBINSON ] foreshadowed and promised to support 
if adopted. My colleague was a member of the committee which in- 
troduced a bill to form the commission. I send to the Clerk’s desk 
to be read an extract from his speech made at that time : 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. Sparks. I understood the gentleman to say that he was in favor of the nine 
first sections of the bill. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Of the first nine sections. 

Mr. Sparks. Is the gentleman in favor of this portion of the fourth section of 
the bill, namely, “and for the protection of the alluvial lands of the Mississippi 
Delta from overflow from said river?” 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. My impression is either that the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Sparks) has not been present while I have been addressing the 
committee, or that I have been singularly deficient in making myself understood. 

Mr. Srarks. That provision is in section 4. Are you in favor of that? 

Mr. Roninson, of Massachusetts. I will answer the gentleman. ‘This bill is in- 
tended to provide a commission to devise a plan for the improvement of the Mis- 
sissippi River and the protection of the alluvial lands combined. Lf, as a part of 
the whole plan for the improvement of the river for purposes of navigation and 
incidental thereto, the lands of that valley may be protected—I am in favor of it. 
Butif the result of the work of the commission should be only a report for the 
protection or reclamation of the lands alone, then as I now stand, as I am at pres 
ent advised, I could not advocate or vote for such a proposition. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachusetts. I call attention to this to show 
that the committee of Congress who gave this matter considerable 
attention at the time and the gentleman himself fully believed that 
some of the gaps in the banks of the river would have to be closed 
as an adjunct to the new plan or jetty system proposed, and that he 
declared his readiness to vote appropriations which might incident- 
ally reclaim land lying alongside the river if such work were necessary 
for the improvement of the navigation of the river. 

But, Mr. Chairman, while the committee believe that the bill is 
properly guarded as it is, the immediate friends of the project and the 
committee are perfectly willing that this appropriation shall be so 
guarded as to satisfy the legal critics of this House and the country, 
and the committee now give notice that when this ftem is reached 
they will support any amendments that are offered in good faith to 
draw additional safeguards around this appropriation. 

Mr. Chairman, there is clearly a majority of this House in favor of 
this bill, and I am sorry to see factious opposition developing to de- 
feat its passage. There is now and then a man from the business 
walks of life who finds his way to aseat on this floor. He isnot only 
struck with the facility with which the business of the country can 
be retarded under the rules, but disappointed to find that when a 
purely business measure is presented in this House which cannot be 
defeated by the ordinary tactics under the intricate rules of the House, 
members are ready to inject into the discussions partisan politics and 
sectionalism and deprive the country of the best judgment ef its leg- 


islators. We saw that demonstrated in the passage of the funding 
bill. When that measure was brought into the House there was a 
difference of opinion on both sides of the House as to the rate of in- 
terest and the length of bonds for the new loan. But, sir, after afew 
days’ discussion, political considerations gained control and influenced 
the action of the House, and in the final passage of the bill the lines 
were strictly drawn between the political parties. 
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If no better rules can be made to facilitate public business it would 
be well if we could eliminate from practical business questions polit- 
ical considerations. Very little business has been or will be trans- 
acted in the Forty-sixth Congress. There are more than a thousand 
private and public bills which have been considered by the commit- 
tees of the House now on the Calendar, a great many of them meri- 
torious, which, failing to be enacted into law, will do injustice to both 
public and private interests. 


Mr. Chairman, I wish to say to the further 


in reference 


| They came back and reported. 


I 
the House in regard to this bill that there are in it three hundred and 


fifty items of appropriation. If there is an attempt to amend many 
items in the bill, with the usual discussion, it will consume more time 
than there is left in this Congress. We hope, therefore, in the inter- 
est of the passage of the bill and the other public business demand- 
ing attention, that no amendments will be offered other than this I 
have referred to in connection with the appropriation for the im- 
provement of the Lower Mississippi. There is not an appropriation 
in this bill for 
been surveyed by Government engineers and the surveys and esti- 
mates revised by the Chief of Engineers and indorsed by the Secre- 
tary of War. 

While some of them are less meritorious than others, all will facil- 
itate commerce. These works are in no sense local but national, and 
when fully understood will be supported by broad and liberal-minded 
men of the country. I am for liberal appropriations for internal im- 
provements, and believe I should misrepresent my people should I 
not support this bill, which is in the direction of American progress 


and development. 


mentators, Judge Story, (volume 2, page 162:) 


So far as regards the right to appropriate money to internal improvements gen- 
erally, the subject has already passed under review in considering the power to 
lay and collect taxes. The doctrine there contended for, which has been in a great 
measure borne out by the actual practice of the Government, is that Congress 
may appropriate money, not only to clear obstructions to navigable rivers; to im- 
prove harbors; to build breakwaters; to assist navigation; to erect forts, light- 
houses, and piers; and for other purposes allied to some of the enumerated powers ; 
but may also appropriate it in aid of canals, roads, and other institutions of a sim 
ilar nature existing under State authority. The only limitations upon the power 
are those prescribed by the terms of the Constitution, that the objects shall for 
the common defense or the general welfare of the Union. The true test is whether 
the object be of a local character and local use, or whether it be of general benefit 
to the States. If it be purely local, Congress cannot constitutionally appropriate 
money for the object. But if the benefit be general, it matters not whether in point 
of locality it be in one State or several; whether it be of large or of small extent ; 
its nature and character determine the right, and Congress may appropriate money 
in aid of it, for it is then in a just sense for the general welfare 


Which shows the wisdom and forethought of the framers of our 


Constitution to provide for this class of important public improve- | 


ments. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
Louisiana. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Chairman, gentlemen have addressed the com- 
mittee in behalf of the tributaries of the Mississippi River. They 
have urged appropriations for the Ohio, for the Missouri, and for all 
the great rivers that form finally the Father of Waters. There are 
forty-three great rivers draining the continent from the Alleghanies 


I now yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from 


to the Rocky Mountains emptying into this vast basin from Cairo to 
| actuated by a single sentiment of sectional feeling. 


the mouth of the Mississippi River. It is, I would say to the gentle- 
men who speak for the Missouri River, but the continuation of that 
river, and if the magnitude of the two rivers had determined the ap- 


pellation it should be called the Missouri River and not the Missis- | 


sippi River from Cairo to its mouth. 

I say, then, will no one here speak for the Mississippi? Since we 
purchased the territory embracing this river survey after survey has 
been made, report after report from the most learned, eminent, and 


scientific engineers of the country who have been appointed to in- | 


investigate the phenomena of this river have been made, and their 
recommendations will be found in the libraries and committee-rooms 
of Congress. The veteran and distinguished member from Virginia 


himself, who served upon the Committee on the Improvement of the | 


the improvement of any waters which have not first | 


As to the power of Congress to appropriate money | 
for internal improvements, I quote from one of our most able com- | 


| 





Mississippi River, told that committee that he himself, under orders of | 


this Government, had given much time to the investigation of the 
phenomena that this river presents. In the Forty-fourth Congress, 
when I may say there was a reunion of the sections, the proposition 
was made for the formation of a commission to investigate and report 
upon that river. 

It was again proposed in the Forty-fifth Congress, but failed in the 
Senate for want of time. Finally in the Forty-sixth Congress it be- 
came a law. 
law, appointed the ablest engineers of the United States upon the 
commission, many of whom had rendered themselves illustrious in 
the service of the Government. He also appointed upon that com- 
mission Mr. Eads, whose success at the mouth of the Mississippi 
River entitles him to be regarded as one of the benefactors of man- 
kind. That commission, Mr. Chairman, made an accurate and 
thorough report after an elaborate survey of the Mississippi River, 
and they have submitted their report to this House. That report 


was presented to the Committee on the Improvement of the Missis- | 


sippi River. Nay, more than that, under the rules of this House 
the Committee on the Improvement of the Mississippi River was in- 
structed to visit the Mississippi River personally to look into the 
subject-matter of this report, in order that, by actual investigation 





The President of the United States, in obedience to that | 


| 





| whatever on the Mississippi River for the purpose of protecti 


| who sit before me, that, following in the footsteps of Calhoun ant 


and observation, they might verify the report of the ¢ 
Such men as Judge 
sachusetts, Mr. Prescott of New York, Mr. Humpungy .: + 

consin, and Mr. Myers of Indiana. These gentlemen pad of Wis. 
examined the river for themselves, came back, and reported thar »” 
recommendations of that commission were useful, wise ae 


a » and ought ; 
be adopted. In addition to that, the report, under the rules ~ s 


my 
OM mis 


HARRIS of Ma. 


| House, was referred to the Committee on Commerce, because », 
action of | S 


the revision of the rules, authority to consider this question w 
away from the Committee on the Improvement of the Miss 
River and intrusted to the Committee on Commerce. It was ees 
brought before that committee. They summoned the members of. 
Mississippi River commission before them. They heard them 1 

questioned them. They became satisfied from their testimony ; 

the report was correct and that it was entitled to consideratio; : 
they brought in a bill to carry out in part the recommendations of + 

conmumission. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no earthly objections to the placing of 
safeguards that the House may choose to throw around this 
priation. I wish to say frankly to the committee that we 
propose to build a levee, dike, or jetty, or anything of any char 


t 
as ta} 


appr 





wt 


alluvial lands on the border of that stream. Nota dollar of the monu 
is contemplated to be expended for that purpose. Not adollarof th. 
appropriation is to be used in the reclamation of tho alluvial lands; 
the Mississippi bottoms. This bill stands upon the power given yy. 
the Constitution to Congress to regulate commerce between the State. 
and any limitation that the gentleman from Massachusetts, w) 
always given friendly assistance to this measure, any limitation, | < 
that he may deem necessary or proper to throw around this app 
priation will be cordially accepted and adopted by the Represe; re 
tives of that section of the Union. Let me, then, gentlemen, disa)) 
your mind on that subject. This proposition is simply to in 
the channel, the navigation, the commerce of the Father of Waters 
embracing a coast line of over two thousand miles, from Cairo ; 
mouth. 

In reference to the phenomena that this great stream presents, t}is 
inland sea, the engineers hitherto have been bafiled and thwarted 
They have united easily in recommendations for the improvement of 
harbors on our eastern borders, because the propositions were sim)) 
and the conditions few. They have united without difficulty in im 
proving upland streams, because all the books they studied at West 
Point and all the teachings of the schools embraced the phenome: 
of upland or ordinary streams. But the Mississippi River cannot | 
so readily explained or understood. Where is there another Missi: 
sippi River? Where is there a river that forms its own bed ilowi 
through a vast region of alluvial material? The phenomena 
novel and difficult. We have had attention given by the ablest eng 
neers of this Government to the investigation of these pheno: 
and we have their report before us. That report has received th 
sanction of two great committees of this House, upon which are ger 
tlemen of experience and high character and sound conservativ: 
views, biased by no sectional jealousy. Mr. Chairman, | delig! 
say in the presence of this committee that the gentleman fro: 
sachusetts, [Mr. RoBINSON,] if he opposes this item at all, 
I know h 
well for that, and I say, therefore, that in support of the report of 
this commission I shall stand by him in any legitimate, wise, and 
prudent safeguard that he may propose to protect every dollar of this 
money which is to be expended for the improvement of the channel 
and navigation of this great river. 

Why, gentlemen, do you know what the difficulties of that river 
are 


1Né 


ve 











? Do you know that at many points below Cairo for three, four, 
and five months of every year there are only three and a half feet o1 
four feet of water; that the great granary of the West is choked u 
that the great vehicles of communication on that river are tied u} 
for three, four, and five months of the year because of these vast 


n 


“reaches,” as the engineers call them, some of them forty miles long 
with only three and a half feet and four feet water ? 
Are you not willing to vote to remove these obstacles to the great 


granary of the West? Are you not willing to allow to the hard 
working people of the great valley of the Mississippi some of the 
profits, the legitimate profits that they may achieve if they can on!) 
get cheap transportation? Are you not willing to sweeten the tol 
of the laboring-men who till that great valley from the Rocky Mount- 
ians to the Alleghanies? This is no local question ; it is no sectiona 
question. It is a question which embraces, in one aspect, the catlst 
of humanity itself. It relieves the burdens upon the distressed peo- 
ple of Europe who are wanting bread and meat; and it will bring 
to the vigorous, industrious, and intelligent population living up? 
the tributaries of this great river cheaper transportation and, there- 
fore, increased wealth. ae 

I will not, Mr. Chairman, fatigue this committee by any exteuced Te- 


marks. I know, when IJ look in the faces of the intelligent | meee 


} 


sv x})] 

den and Guthrie and Clay and Benton and Douglas, they ¥!" 
Gadsden a } - 
; . $ . + + »gi- 
appreciate the importance of doing something to remove the 1m)" * 
ments to commerce on this the grandest feature of the America® 


continent. ; -. Droaident- 
Mr. Chairman, I could wish that the gentleman who is Presidet 








elect might be here once more to raise his voice upon this floor in 
favor of the improvement of the Father of Waters. No man appre- 
di ited the necessity of that more than he did when the matter was 
nere for discussion, insisting upon the establishment of this Missis- 
<nni River commission ; and in his letter of acceptance he goes fur- 
ther and says not only the interests of commerce but the interests of 
vrricuiture require this improvement. He declared that the Govern- 
ment should devise measures not only to facilitate its commerce, but 
., prevent its being any longer in seasons of great floods a “terror” 
- ino people dwelling upon its banks. These words have touched 
sho hearts of many 2 man in his cabin on the banks of the Missis- 
sy River 
‘+ must be remembered that every acre tilled and drained in the 
r ev. that every stream opened and improved, precipitates in the 
oreate amenormous flood upon the basin into which pour the water- 
falls from the Rocky Mountains to the Allegheny. The engineers 
joclare that the outlet theory would prove ruinous to the river. It 
npear to be against common sense to propose to improve the 
aver by taking all the water out of it. It will be clear to every one 
ho shall examine carefully the surveys and remarks of the com- 
jssion that the difficulties and impediments of the low-water naviga- 
arise mainly from the vast floods that overflow the banks and fill 
+he channel with sand-bars as they decline. It is the conviction of 
she commission that in order to improve the channel in low water, 
prevent the formation of these ‘‘ reaches,” at all seasons the water 
confined to its channel, that the increased velocity would 
nish deposit and scour away the sand-bars. But we do not ask 
{ vees or dikes or anything except such methods and plans as 
will improve the channel and navigation of the river. We are will- 
ng to leave these questions, the instrumentalities, to the engineers. 
fam here to-day to speak in favor of the commerce of the Missis- 
sippi River. I am here to speak in favor of cheapening transporta- 

n to the people dwelling in the great valley. The district I have 

» honor to represent, and that has been so constant to me, may be 

\ the jetty district, for we hold the gateway to the sea, and I 
h y voice in behalf of the millions in the valley may find a re- 
sponsive echo in the hearts of the inhabitants of the great North- 
west and of their honored Representatives upon this floor. 

It was a consolation to Sir Robert Peel when the corn laws were 
epealed and he was so harshly condemned by the great landed pro- 
prietors of England that he had cheapened the bread and sweetened the 
toilof the laboring people of England. I tell the Representatives 
here assembled that those who shall come forward to the support of 
this measure, destined to bring peace and comfort and security and 
lessings to the people of the Mississippi Valley, will long be remem- 
vered by them with grateful hearts. 

ihe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] has 
six minutes of his time remaining. : 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. The gentleman from Louisiana has yielded 


OES & 





The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Louisiana had but fifteen 
ninutes allowed him by the gentleman from Texas, and he has con- 
sumed fourteen minutes. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Then I have but one minute. I yield that 
nte = the gentleman from Texas, who has occupied so little time 
HIS Ol. 


™ 





on 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope gentlemen will now consent that we take 
up the bill by sections for amendment and dispose of it. I think we 
all concur in the importance of economizing time. 

Mr. SAPP. We cannot hear a word the gentleman from Texas is 
saying. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. REAGAN. We all feel the necessity of expedition in the busi- 
ness of the House with a view to transacting the business before us 
in the short time we have. I hope it will be the pleasure of mem- 
bers of the committee to try to reach for themselves the conelusion 
that when an amendment is offered the gentleman who offers it hav- 
ing had five minutes, and five minutes having been occupied by some 
one who desires to oppose it, we shall then vote on each amendment 
withont prolonging the discussion on the paragraph. I suggest this 
in the sincere wish to get this measure as speedily as possible out of 
the way of other business. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair finds he was mistaken as to the time. 
The thirty-five minutes to which the gentleman from Texas was en- 
uitled began at twenty minutes before two, and his time has now 
—- The Clerk will report the bill by paragraphs for amend- 
ent. 

The Clerk proceeded to the reading of the bill by paragraphs and 

read the following : ; ' 
‘a en ons sums of money be, and are hereby, seers to be paid 
out of any money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and to be expended 
inver the direction of the Secretary of War, for the construction, completion, re- 
pair, and preservation of the public works hereinafter named. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I offer the amendment which I send up to 
the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) Before we enter upon the consid- 
Fry of the paragraphs of this bill containing appropriations, I 

Sire to offer an amendment, to come in at the end of the paragraph 
Just read, and which has no application whatever to the amounts pro- 
posed to be appropriated by the bill. 
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Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I desire to offer an amendment proposing 
that this work shall be done by contract. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) The gentleman and myself are on 
the same line. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. VAN VooRHIS] will be read. 

The Clerk read the amendment, which was to add to the pending 
paragraph the following : 

All work done under the provisions of this bill shall be let by contract to the low- 
est responsible bidder in accordance with regulations to be prescribed by the Sec- 
retary of War. , 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) I move toamend that amendment 
by substituting therefor that which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Secretary of War shall cause to be let by contract all public works author 
ized under this act except for surveys and estimates. Such contracts shall be made 
after sufficient public advertisement for proposals in such manner and form as the 
Secretary of War shall prescribe. Such contracts shall be made with the lowest 
responsible bidders, accompanied by such securities as the Secretary of War shall 
require, conditioned for the faithful prosecution of the work according to such 
contract, and for the proper payment of all liabilities incurred in the prosecution 
thereof, for labor and material: Provided, That the interests of the Government 
shall not be actually injured thereby. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) It may be necessary to strike out 
of the paragraph of the bill the words “and to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War,” and to add to the paragraph that 
which has just been read by the Clerk. 

Mr. REAGAN. Iam not sure but what we had better leave in the 
paragraph the provision for the appropriations to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) 1 am not strenuous as to that. 

Now, one wordonthe amendment. As will be observed, it is drawn 
with great care. I believe it is almost a copy of the provision inserted 
by the Committee on Commerce in the river and harbor appropriation 
bill of last session, and which passed this House without objection. 
It recognizes, as I think, an important principle; that where the 
public interests are not actually interfered with the lowest bidders 
shall receive the awards to perform this work. 

In addition, allow me to say that, with such a provision as this in 
the law, I believe we shall obtain at a low estimate as much as 10 
per cent. additional work, which will be for the interest of the people 
and of the commerce of the country. 

Mr. CALKINS. Will the gentleman permit me to make a sugges- 
tion ? 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) Certainly. 

Mr. CALKINS. If this amendment shall prevail, there ought also 
to be given the Government authority to sell the dredges and other 
property now owned by the Government which is fitted for use in 
this work. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) I do not desire to enter upon that 
matter now. I would be glad to have the gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. CALKINS] offer a separate amendment to that effect. 

Mr. CALKINS. I suggest that the amendment should come in 
here. The Government owns a large amount of property which, 
should the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
RANDALL] become a law, will become entirely useless to the Govern- 
ment or to any one else, unless some such provision as I have sug- 
gested be inserted in the bill. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) I desire to state that the principle 
of the amendment which I have offered was recognized in the river 
and harbor appropriation bill passed for 1866, one of the first bills of 
this kind after the war. I do not understand that the Committee on 
Commerce or any one else objects to this amendment, and I therefore 
ask a vote upon it. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. A word, Mr. Chairman, I see no difference 
in principle between the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] and the one I have offered. I shall 
therefore not contend about the phraseology of the amendment, but 
will accept the one he has offered in lieu of mine. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. The Secretary of War, as I understand 
it and as I believe, has authority under present provisions of law to 
advertise for proposals and to give out contracts for this work where 
it can be done to advantage. 

I desire to say that there is much work provided for in this bill 
which it is almost impossible to contract for; such as dredging, re- 
moving snags and trees, and such work as that, which it is almost 
impossible to estimate for. The present provisions of law authorize 
contracts to be made where it can be done safely and with advan- 
tage. 

A provision substantially the same as the one proposed here was 
incorporated in the river and harbor bill of last session as it passed 
the House. It was stricken out by the Senate at the earnest request 
of General Wright, who said that with that restriction much of the 
money appropriated by the bill could not be expended. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) I have put in a proviso to reach 
such cases as those which probably General Wright had in view 
when he objected to the provision of the bill as it passed the last 
Honse. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I failed to notice it. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) I ask that the proviso of my 
amendment be again read. 
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The Clerk read as follows : 

Provided 
thereby. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I understand that to have reference 
only to the lowest bidders. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) No; it applies to the letting of 
the contracts. I[f, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, the inter- 
ests of the Government will be interfered with by letting the work 
under contract, the work shall then be done by the Government em- 
ploying laborers and not by contract. 

Mr. WARNER. That is exactly the modification I asked the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] to make. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) I accept that. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I have no objection to that. It is, as 
I understand, just the provision of the existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proviso as modified wil! be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That the interests of the Government shal! not be actual njured 


P led, In the opinion of the Secretary of War, the interests of the Govern- 
ment shall not be actually injured thereby. 

Mr. MURCH. Mr. Chairman, I move as a substitute for the pend- 
i amendment the following : 


hat all the money herein appropriated for labor shall be expended 
the supervision of the employés of the Government by employing day labor- 


‘ { mechanies at the prevailing rates of the community in which said expend 
res are to be made, and no contract shall be given out except where the employ- 
t of day labor on the part of the Government is absolutely impossible. 


Mr. Chairman, I am induced to offer thisamendment by the know]l- 
edge which I possess that the contract system now in vogue with 
reference to public works has resulted in great robbery to the Govy- 
ernment as well as great oppression to the workingmen. I am fa- 
miliar with the facts on this subject; and I know that in many cases 
contracts made by the Government with individuals or corporations 
have been used as means of crowding down the prices of labor, not- 
withstanding the contractors themselves were reaping a profit of from 
50 to 300 per cent. A resolution which I introduced at the extra ses- 
sion of this Congress calling for a committee to investigate the method 
of constructing public buildings in this country looked to an investi- 
gation of the contract system; but by reason of parliamentary tactics 
well known te all members of the House I have not been able to reach 
that resolution upon the Calendar. If such an inquiry had been in- 
stituted I could have demonstrated to the House and the country that 
through the contract system now prevailing in the construction of 
Government buildings and other public works the Government has 
been robbed of hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

I want this amendment adopted for the protection of laboring-men 
who will be employed on these improvements of rivers and harbors. 
Without a provision of this kind they will be at the mercy of con- 
tractors; and we know too well by the experience of the past what 
that means. Under the contract system laborers are crowded down 
until they barely receive enough to keep soul and body together. I 
speak from intimate knowledge of the facts, having been myself a 
workingman engaged for a number of years on Government works 
and having myself suffered from the evil of which I now speak. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) I suppose the object of the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. MurcH] is to require that work done by the 
Government shall be done under the eight-hour law. 

Mr. MURCH. Not exactly that. I want to protect the working- 
men, no matter how many hours they work. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) What authority have we ¢o inter- 
fere with the contractor, either as to the amount of wages he pays 
his employés or the length of their service per day ? I do understand 
we have a perfect right to say that for employés of the Government 
eight hours shall constitute a day’s labor. 

Mr. MURCH. That is not my proposition at all. I contend that 
Congress has the right to direct how the public work of this country 
shall be done, either by day labor or by contract. I know that the 
contract system has been a curse not only to the Government but to 
every workingman employed on public works. 

Mr. REAGAN. We have now before us a resolution proposing to 
substitute the contract system for the plan of allowing the work to 
be done under the direction of the engineer officers. The proposition 
submitted by the gentleman from Maine is, I understand, directly in 
conflict with that. I wish to say, however, that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] contains a provis- 
ion which may have escaped attention, looking in the line of the pur- 
pose of the gentleman from Maine. I mean the provision—not very 
usual but very necessary—that in giving bonds for the performance 
of work the contractors shall bind themselves to pay their employés. 
That goes far in the line of protecting the laborers; and I think it a 
most wise provision. 

Mr. MURCH. That is not the object of my amendment at all. I 
want to make it obligatory upon the Government in entering into 
contracts with corporations or individuals to put in the contract a 
provision that workmen shall be employed by day labor, not by piece- 
work. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
tract system. 

Mr. MURCH. I want to interfere with the contract system, for it 
has proved in many instances a curse. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I want to make a single suggestion. 





That would very materially interfere with the con- 


Does it not 


ee 
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5 ae aad eee ee 
appear to the committee on examining this amendment and ¢} o 
viso that we had better leave the clause just as it is? It is now. } 
tainly in the power of the Secretary of War to orde ae 


r this work + 
done by contract or not, as he may deem best; and of Sakis K to] 
‘ 4ESO On th 


point he will take the advice of the Engineer Department of + 
Army, which will be advised by the engineer detailed to attend 
particular work. It seems to me that, in view of this cont.” 
about amendments and provisos, it would be best to le: aac: 


as it stands. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) There is no confusion abons 4 
question. The amendment I have offered was adopted, I think yn... 
imously, by the Committee on Commerce last year. oe e 

Mr. O'NEILL. In certain respects and for certain works. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Mur H. itu 
not agreed to. re ” 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the amen, 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RANDALL. ] 

Mr. COX. I move to strike out the last word. 


Now, whatever may be the effect of this contract system o 


ea 
} 
is 





Ve the 





iment of 


ri . . . r any 

other system, this whole thing needs regeneration. I believe jy ear 
. . . 5. ae . . nh cer 
tain portions of the country, from information I have recejyed + 

‘ ‘, LUG 
Government would by the contract system reduce the cost of +; 

. is 


internal improvement business perhaps one-quarter. I was so adyisaa 
by an intelligent man as to one portion of the district, Shrewshyr: 
River, represented by my friend from New Jersey. I was so informe} : 
by an intelligent correspondent. I wrote to him to give me detailed | 
information tor the benefit of Congress as to that particular place, 

He writes me back the following letter, which I ask to have regq 
and the accompanying editorial made a part of my remarks: 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Dur 
SUUrY 


ReD BANK, N. J., February 10, 138 

DEAR SiR: In answer to your inquiry for facts in regard to the Shrews 
River improvements, I inclose slip trom the Register of December 9, 13+ 
statements made in the article are true and can be verified at any time. They rk 
done by the Government could have been performed by private capital ' 
one-fourth the cost, or even less 

In regard to Cheesequake Creek: Last summer I made a trip up this str 
hunt up information in regard to the trafiic, and the proposed improvem 
was to.d that the amount of freight carried was very small, being only one 0; 
boat-loads of clay and molding sand per week, with an occasional load of 5 
I was further informed that in case the river was improved it would benefit 
save one or two firms interested in clay-pits. The stream is from sixty to s 
five feet wide, and in the three-fourths of a day which I spent there I did not sea 
one vessel passing either up or down the river. It may be claimed that er 
quantities of clay have been shipped from this section, but the greater port 
shipped at Amboy and has nothing to do with Cheesequake Creek : 

Of the other streamsin the district I have no knowledge, 

Respectfully, yours, 





JOHN H. COOK 
Hon. 8. 8. Cox 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C 

Mr. COX. The object of that letter and the article which the gen- 
tleman sends to me from the paper of which he is editor is to show 
these improvements are wasteful; are not made with good judgment; 
that they do not improve the navigation, and, as was said at the last 
session by my colleague who represents a district up the Hudson 
River, they are a positive injury sometimes to navigation. My argu- 
ment, therefore, not only goes to the contract system, but to the whole 
system of improvement as now carried on by the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. COX. I ask to have printed with my remarks the editorial to 
which I have referred. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection. 

The editorial is as follows: 
“ Improving" the rivers—How the Shrewsbury is being permanently injured—A bar 

Sorming at Rocky Point—The Inside or Neptune Club Channel closed—The cha 

at the Highlands draw-bridge filling up—Real’s Channel becoming impassable— 

The larger sailing-vessels of the river being sold off. 

The parties who contracted to remove a quantity of sand and mud from t 
of the Shrewsbury River have stopped work for the winter. Since the alleg 
yrovements have been begun the river has been filling up more rapidly a 
it have been formed across the channels than ever before in so brief a period. — 

The damage which is at present being caused through the agency of the alleged 
improvements is the formation of a bar across the main channel of the Neversink 
River, about midway between Upper Rocky Point and the Neptune club-house 
the closing of the inside or Neptune-club channel by the formation of a flat reach 
ing from Lower Rocky Point to the large flat in the middle of the river ; the filing 
up of the channel on the eastern side of the Highlands draw-bridge ; and the clos 
ing of the channel which leads from the Highlands to Seabright, known as R al’s 
channel. All this injury to navigation has been done recently, and the sailors 0 
the river, with the exception of those who profit either directly or indirect 
the alleged improvements, are almost unanimous in their condemnation. Lv 
those who are pecuniarily interested in the alleged improvements, many 4 
among themselves that the river has been seriously injured. s 

The bar which is formed across the main channel of the Neversink betwee! 
Rocky Point and the Neptune club-house is the most serious obstruction 
gation in the river, and threatens in time to entirely prevent the large 
vessels from reaching parts of the river above this point. This bar has bee 
formed since the dikes which constitute parts of the alleged improvements W' 
built. During the past season the Sea Bird has grounded on this bar al 
mained there tor a longer or shorter period at nearly everytrip. On Saturday, 0% 
vember 20, Captain John P. White, who oversees the prosecution of the all 
improvements, came home to Red Bank in the tug-boat belonging to the dre as . 
machine, and on Sunday afternoon, November 21, attempted to return to the 
digger. Although the propeller was of light draft, and although Captain W hit 
more familiar with the river than any other sailor on the Shrewsbury and & 
exactly where the channel was, yet the boat ran aground and remained fast a” 
bar until Monday afternoon, when it was pulled off with the assistance render” 
by a passing sail-boat. It is very seldom, and only under the most favorable c* 
cumstances, that the packet vessels can pass this point without striking oo. 

The flat which has formed at Lower Rocky Point, and which has complete), 























‘ the inside or Neptune Club channel, has been caused by dredging in other 
josed toe Before the alleged improvements were begun, the Sea Bird used 
ee this channel in her trips upand down theriver. At the present time neither 
i amboats nor the trading vessels can use this channel, and even pleasure 
ay goround When trying to cross the flat. This obstruction was formed by 
‘a and mud loosened by the dredging-machine, which was carried thither by 


rts of the river. 





san 
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a 5 onal rn side of the Highlands draw-bridge has been filling up rapidly since 
, ileged improvements were begun, until at the present time the water is too | 


v to permit the packet vessels to pass through. 
this passage almost invariably get aground. 
“on oyster sloop from Fire Island got aground when passing through this side 
and a few hours afterward the George Hume grounded in the same 
and could not get off, although it was high tide at the time, The anchor was 
) ahead of the vessel, and efforts were made to ** kedge” through, but without 
The vessel remained aground until Sunday, the draw remaining open all 
‘ The filling up of the channel at this point is attributed solely to the 

yo which bas been done further up the river. 


Vessels which attempt to 
er 13, an OY 
u¢ the draw, 








+ the 


t whi 
r will permit. 
Peal's channel, through which vessels pass to reach Seabright, has become so 
ed Up during the last summer that only small vessels can now pass through it, 
nd then only when the conditions are favorable. Many parties in Seabright are 
ared by this, as they are in want of material, which they can not get except by 
vaving increased freight charges. Most of the vessels of the Neversink River can 
; oot up this channel, and the few that can refuse todosoon account of the time 
“) would necessarily be lost in getting aground and in afterward kedging off. 
oEmrv Ireen, a light-draft vessel, owned by Mead & Taft, a firm of contractors 
“are building cottages at Seabright, gets aground whenever she makes a 
The William T. Parker, Captain Edwin Ervin, the smallest schooner which 


who 


a nel on Friday night, November 12, and remained fast until the following Mon- 
d sy, although an additional crew were procured, and every effort made to kedge 
he vesselotl. The filling apes this channel is also caused by the dredging-machine, 
which for some time past has been digging a new channel through the large flat 


which lies between Real’s channel on the one side and the Sea Bird’s channel and 
the dvking on the other. 

~ Several of the larger sailing vessels have been sold during the past summer 
Among them are the John H. Patterson, the Laura Maps, the A. J. Collins, the J. 
B. Voorhis, and the Gracie Hoffmire. These are all of the larger class of vessels, 
and they have been taken to other parts. The a is that vessels of this 
size cannot longer be profitably used in the river, and it is probable that the in- 
creased difficulty in navigation, caused by the rapid filling up of the river, is one 
of the factors which makes boating less profitable than formerly. 

Mr. RANDALL, (the Speaker.) One word inreply. The amend- 
went I have offered goes to the extent of giving private capital the 
opportunity of competing for this work. It not only goes to that ex- 
tent but even further, for it provides that the contractor shall give 
pond for the faithful performance of his duties under the contract. 
Jt provides that the Government may recover from the owner of pri- 
yate capital who contracts for the construction of any one of these 
works, for any failure to carry out the conditions of his contract. 
It is really in the line of a remedy for the complaints which gentle- 
men make in reference to these works. It gives to the Secretary of 
War the discretion if in his opinion the interests of the Government 
are not served by letting the work out to contract, that then he may 
have it done by day’s work. 

Mr. ROSS. I am ready to stake my reputation as a member of 
Congress that there has not been a day’s work or an hour’s work upon 
the Shrewsbury River but what has been done under contract, no 
matter what may be said in the Red Bank Register. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw my formal amendment. 

Mr. GILLETTE. I offer the following : 

That one condition of each contract shall be that all employés shall be paid be- 
fore the contractor is paid. 

Mr. REAGAN. That amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Iowa is not necessary, because under the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] these contractors are re- 
quired to give bonds for the faithful performance of their duty 
under the contract, and that includes, of course, all debts incurred in 
the construction of the work in the way of pay to employés. 

Mr. GILLETTE. I did not understand that provision. I withdraw 
the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the amendment 
moved by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RANDALL. ] 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 103, noes 5. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move to insert after the amendment that 
has just been adopted the following: 


No work shall be begun for the completion of which the sum appropriated to it 
18 not sufficient. 

Mr. Chairman, one great objection to the system of internal im- 
provements as now conducted is, that it is carried on in violation of 
law. This bill provides not that certain work shall be begun, but for 
completing what has been begun already and constructing new works 
and completing them. It proviues for the construction, completion, 
and repair of these public works. The Secretary of War or somebody 
tise under him, in violation of the law, has begun between three and 
four hundred pieces of work and left them unfinished. What I pro- 
pose by this amendment is, that when we undertake a work of this 
sort we shall find out exactly what it is and what it will cost, and 
then vote money enough to complete it, so that Congress will not need 
to make appropriations for it during a long succession of years. 

Let me take an example, Mr. Chairman. I will take Elk River, in 
Vest Virginia. 

Mr. KENNA and other gentlemen. . Vote! 


On Saturday afternoon, Novem- | 


: The dredging-machine, in dig- | 
sand and mud from various parts of the river, loosens a large quantity of | 
hich is carried along with the current and deposited where the nature of the | 


the Neversink River, while making a trip to Seabright, got aground in this | 


} 
| 





| ures, $200,000,000 to finish the works already begun. 





1527 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Ido not blame the gentleman from West 
Virginia [Mr. Kenna] for crying out “ vote,” as I have something to 
say in reference to his State which perhaps he does not wish to 
hear. 

Mr. KENNA. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
vote, thinking he had concluded his remarks. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Take Elk; $5,000 were appropriated for it 
last June. What was it for? It was to enable a party to go down 
the river and remove overhanging boughs and snags. Five thou- 
sand dollars was voted last year for that purpose and $5,000 is appro- 
priated for the same purpose in this bill. The engineer says it will 
take $100,000 to complete the work. That will be 35,000 every year 
for twenty years to remove the snags and rocks and boughs from 
overhanging trees in that little rivulet called Elk River, in West Vir- 
ginia. 

What I wish tosay is this: if that river needs $5,000, then let it be 
voted, and let the contract be made; but let it be insisted that the 
work is to be finished, and after that has been done, let the gentle 
man from West Virginia hold his peace. Do not let us every year 
grant an appropriation of $5,000 for twenty years to go for the same 
purpose. 

All the appropriations in this bill for West Virginia amount to 
$306,000. I have not had time to look at any other State, and take 
that State as a sample for the sake of convenience. That sum only 
is appropriated. The Engineer’s estimates, however, show that it 
will take nearly six millions of dollars to finish these various works. 
Now, assuming that State to be a fair sample, assuming that my 
friend from West Virginia has not more than a fair share in propor- 
tion to what the other States get, it will take, according to these fig- 
My friend [ Mr. 
KEIFER ] says we are able to pay, but, for one, 1 am unwilling to see 
the public money expended in this way. I donot believe that is the 
way to dispose of Government funds. Let us establish a fixed price 
or a fixed limit to moneys to be expended for this character of work, 
and go to that extent and no further. I have observed, Mr. Chair- 
man, in the Engineer’s Report, for I have not had an opportunity of 
seeing it before this morning, that there are many places where the 
Secretary of War has not seen proper to do anything because the ap- 
propriation, in his jadgment, was not adequate to do anything of 
importance. That was the exercise of a laudable discretion on his 
part, and I think woe ought to establish a general principle, that arule 
should be adopted lke that intended by this amendment. 

I would not oppose any just appropriation for the improvement of 
the navigable rivers and harbors of the United States. This, in my 
judgment, is not such a bill. It needs to be radically amended before 
it will be acceptable to the country, and before it can receive my 


I merely wanted to 


vote. There are three hundred and fifty separate and distinct appro- 
priations in this bill, ranging from $1,000 to $1,000,000 each. It 
consists of three hundred and fifty bills conglomerated into one. No 


two of these appropriations have any relation to each other, and 
altogether they amount to the sum of $10,179,000, There are many 
items in this bill which are meritorions and ought to pass on their 
merits. There are many other items of little merit and which ought 
not to pass. There are many items that are mere swindles and frauds, 
The two latter classes of items are put into this bill for the sole pur- 
pose of making it go through. If there is any one thing which the 
American people disapprove, it is log-rolling legislation. It was in- 
tended to force this bill through the House under the spur of a sus- 
pension of the rules and without debate. That scheme failed. The 
necessary two-thirds could not be secured. 

The usual course has been with the river and harbor bill to prepare 
it in secret and rush it through this House without giving any oppor- 
tunity for debate. This year, having failed to do that, the chairman 
of the Committee on Commerce brings the bill into the Committee of 
the Whole and calls on his adherents to permit no amendments and 
pass the bill just as it came from the hand of this committee. In 
this he has again been thwarted. Amendments have been offered in 
spite of him, and I trust will be adopted. 

We are not obliged to be blind to the fact that the chief motive for 
combining these three hundred and fifty bills in one is to get votes 
enough to pass the bill. 

Does any one believe that if the $750,000 which the State of Texas 
gets by this bill were stricken out of it that the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] would be anxious to improve Sumpawamus 
Inlet at a cost of $5,000? Does any one believe that he would sup- 
port the bill at all if the items it gives his State were stricken out of 
it, even though every other item should remain just asit is? I can- 
not stretch my belief to that extent. My faith in him is not strong 
enough for that. 

Texas supports the items in the bill which go to other States be- 
cause the other States can give Texas votes on the passage of the 
bill. The chairman of the Committee on Commerce is no better and 
no worse than any other member of that committee. Every member 
of this committee has feathered his own nest. The States from which 
this committee come take over one-half of the money appropriated by 
this bill. Having glutted themselves, the committee then set about 
distributing the rest in such a way as to secure the passage of the bill. 
No money was appropriated in any locality which could not help it 
on its way. The work of improving rivers and harbors is assumed 
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to be a continuing work. The ge tleman from Texas Mr REAGAN ] 
has asserted that great injury will result to this Government 1 we 
fail to make appropriations to continue work which has been already 
begul 

Who authorized the beginning of any work which the appropri- 
ations already made are inad te to complete [here is no law 
anthorizing any such worl ll is complete in itself. It does 
not on its face authorize any work beyond the an ounts appropriated. 
The money appropriated by this bill is “for the construction, com- 


pletion, repair,and preservation” of the public works. This is the lan- 
guage of every river and harbor bill. And yet the engineers, in vio- 
lation of law. have sought to mortgage the revenues of the Govern- 


Bi > 


ment for all time to come by expending the immense sums appropri- 
ated, not for the “‘ construction, completion, repair, and preservation 
of the public works, but for the commencement of vast public works 


which will never be completed, and which require the expenditure 
of many millions annually to keep them in progress. 
What should be done in the caseof any given needed improvement 


is to appropriate enough money to dothe work and finish it promptly. 


Th s work shoul! lL be let by cor tract to the lowest responsible bidder, | 


and s ild be finished by a giventime. Upon the planof the engi- | 
neers nothu gis ever finished. Ea h year the demand increases. On 
the 14th of June, 1820, we appropriated $8,951,500. Now, in less than 


eight months comes this bill appropriating $10,179,800 more. Within 
a single vear, if this bill passes, Congress will have voted away $19,- 


131,300 of the peopl 








To recur for a moment to West Virginia. There are eight appro- 
priations in thisbillforthatState. They amount to $306,000 or about 
47 per cent. ot the estimates of the engineers for this year. The ag- 
cregate of these estimates is 630,500, rhe cost of the work now in 


progress in these eight localities is very nearly $6,000,000, 

What I desire to accomplish by my amendment is to keep the work 
within the sums appropriated by Congress. 

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York. I donot care to consume very much 
of the time of thiscommittee. I stand here simply to say that lam op- 
posed to all amendments to this appropriation bill, except the amend- 
ments that may be offered to guard the improvements which we pro- 
pose to 1 ke in the Mississippi River. 

Mr. SAPP. You do not know what they are yet. 

Mr. HAYES. I desire to say that in my judgment this is one of the 
fairest and most equitable appropriation bills that has ever been pre- 
sented to this House for its consideration. We have the assertion of 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] in charge of the bill that 
every item in it has been not only carefully considered by fifteen 
gentlemen who make up his committee,as honest and faithful as 
any other fifteen gentlemen upon the floor, but every item has been 
carefully considered at the War Department, and has been recom- 
mended by the engineers who had charge of and who have made 
the surveys, as well as by the Department itself, and I say that 
this bill coming before us at this time and with that indorsement it 


becomes us to take it and take it substantially as it comes from the 
committee. There may be now and then a little item for which an 


appropriation ought perhaps not to be made. But let me ask if | 
there has ever been an appropriation bill of any kind put through | 


this House which did not contain some such item? Why, we put 
through the other day intwo hours the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill, and I will venture the assertion, Mr 
man, that there were items in that bill that would not meet the ap- 
probation of every member of this House on mature reilection. 
Gentlemen have complained that $10,000,000 is too large a sum to 
be appropriated for our rivers and harbors. Why, Mr. Chairman, 
gentlemen who make that assertion fail to comprehend, I imagine, 
the magnitude and importance of the great work for which these ap- 


propriations are being made. Look atour great sea-coast, extending 


. Chair- | 


told that it is too mach to be appropriated for our Tiver 
bors. s 
{ Here the hammer fell. 
Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachusetts. I ask consent to 


and har. 


Print son 


| marks in connection with this subject in the Recorp mm 
Phere was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly re 
page 1522. ] giy. ee 


Mr. HAYES. Mr. Chairman, I make the same request 

There was no objection. [See Appendix. ] : 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I ask the privilege to print in tho py 
ORD a compilation, made carefully, of how much each State , KE 
this bill, as my former calculation was hurriedly m 
I ask this in order to make it perfect. A 

Mr. O'NEILL. If it is a correct calculation I shall no 

The CHAIRMAN, Is there objection ? 
| There was no objection to the request. 
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from Maine down the Atlantic across the Gulf of Mexico up the Pacific | 


to Alaska. Look at the vast number of bays, inlets, and harbors all 
along that coast line, and the hundreds of rivers that flow trom the 
interior of our country and empty into the Atlantic, the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, and the Pacific Ocean; many of them, Mr. Chairman, navigable 
for hundreds of mil Look at the grand chain of lakes on our north- 
ern borders, with their splendid harbors and their vast commerce. 
Look at the mighty Mississippi and the Missouri, that carry the pro- 
ducts of a vast empire in itself down through the Valley of the Mis- 
sissippi into the Gulf of Mexico, and thence to the world, and tell me, 


with all of these mighty factors in the commerce of this country, if | 


you regard $10,000,000 too much for their improvement, repair, or pres- 
ervation? Is it too much to promote the interest of our vast com- 
merce, both internal and foreign, which is to be preserved and stimu- 


lated by such an appropriation as this? 


Our external commerce last year, according to the report of the 


Bureau of Statistics, was $1,613,000,000, and the Chief of the Bureau 
of Statistics told me yesterday that our inland commerce was twenty 
times as much. This would give a grand aggregate of this commerce 
of over thirty-five billion dollars, and add to that the external com- 
merece, and we have the immense total external and internal commerce 
of this country reaching the enormous sum of about thirty-seven bill- 
ion dollars; and yet we are told, notwithstanding the fact that this 
stupendous sum represents our commerce, that ten million dollars is 


too much to improve, increase, or maintain that commerce. We are | 
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WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the amend: 
ment proposed by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Vay Voor: 
HIS. ] 

The committee divided; and there were ayes 3, noes not counted 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I desire to offer an amendment 
be inserted immediately after the pending paragraph. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert at the end of the paragraph : 0 

Provided, That no money appropriated by this act shall be expended int 
improvement of any stream, notwithstanding the sum be designate d 1 
appropriated for herein, which in an ordinary stage of water is not c apabl 
ing vessels of fifty tons burden fora length of thirty consecutive miles, an 
does not intersect or form part of a State line.” 


Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I desire to say a few words in cou a 











nection with this subject. In the ordinary business reported t t of 
Jlouse by committees it usually happens that there are some members m 
of the committee who are able to give some reasons whiy 2 measil! in 
should not pass or why it should be modified. In this instance, in 
understand it, every single member of the Committee on Comm pe 
is in favor of the bill as it stands without the dotting of an i 0 7 , of 
crossing of at. The members of this House have been — y of 
without information on this subject. The report of the engineers 4 , 
been inaccessible to all except the members of the committee, or pr prt = 
u iC 





tically so. Day after day have I endeavored to procure a copy, “™ : 

day after day I have been unsuccessful until yesterday, wher » v 

blandishments and—I will not say what else—— - 
A MEMBER. Not bribery. 


CONGRESSIONAL 





Mr UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. In some way I succeeded in obtaining 
"y from the room of the Senate Committee on Commerce. That 
COP. entirely Without an index. What you get in it you have to 
— secident, OF you have to read two thousand or more pages. 
ge Ds one the report, and accidentally, as it were, I fell upon this 
yes ‘ion of one of the streams for which this bill appropriates 
It is Secretary Creek, Maryland. Here is a report by the en- 
ve. But before I read the extract I will premise it with this re- 
B oh ~ These gentlemen who make these reports live upon the money 
spropriated in this bill, and of course they will make it appear to be 
ore esary if possible. They will magnify their office and megnify 
«. work. This has reference to Secretary Creek, Maryland. There 
‘secretary bird, “00, and I do not know but it was born and had 
‘rigin on this creek. The engineer says: 


ript 


es 








ts ¢ 

whole length is not much over three miles. It is entirely in Dorchester 

te t4a course i8 almost due west; the declivity of the stream is little or noth- 

the currents slow; rise of tide about one and a balf feet; the volume of the 
= ndent mainly on the tide. , 

eek is the water outlet for the trade of the town of East New Market 


rrounding territory, fertile and thickly settled, of about eighty square 


m depe 


Vot eighty miles square, but eighty square miles; a territory about 

hal to two of our congressional townships. And this is introduced 
ng q National measure. | - 
* Furthermore, a few pages on, at page 197, I fell across the follow- 
oe which relates to the Little Kanawha, West Virginia: 

rhe present plan of improvement was adopted in 1877, having for its object the 
, ment of raft and push-boat navigation. 


» 


How is that for national navigation? Now, mind you, the raft 
nd push-boat navigation does not now exist. The object of the bill 
-< to create a raft and push-boat navigation. I read further from this 
report about the Little Kanawha: 
he attainment of raft and push-boat navigation at lower stages than was then 
rat cable, and generally facilitating both classes of navigation, especially the 
former, from Bull Town to the present slack water. These objects have already 
en largely secured, and it only remains to carry to completion the present plan 
effect all the improvement of the river practicable under it 





And the amount estimated as necessary for completion of this work 
, $900,000. And this is not the stream that commands the Choptank 
ide, which comes next to this. 

The next is the Big Sandy River, West Virginia and Kentucky. I 
read from page 196: 








e present project so far as improving the natural channels was adopted in 
nd as to the instituting of slack-water navigation in 180, the object of the 
d plan being to better the raft and push-boat navigation in low stages, 
andof thesecond to afford a permanent five-foot navigation. The natural channels 

re narrow, obstructed, and with as little as three inches of water in them at low 
stages over shoals and ripples. The amount expended has considerably widened 

nd deepened these channels— 


For which God be thanked— 
{ rendered the navigation easier. The appropriation of $66,000 asked is for 


cting the first or test lock and dam $60,000, and for continuing improve- 
if natural channels $6,000. 




















1) 


The whole amount estimated to be necessary for the completion of 
the existing project is $1,872,000. [Laughter. } 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr.OSMER. If I am recognized, I yield my time tothe gentleman 
from lowa, [Mr. UPDEGRAFF. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 

Mr. CHALMERS. Is not debate on the amendment exhausted ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state what is the rule. Five 
minutes are allowed in advocacy of the amendment and five minutes 

gainst it. The gentleman from Iowa has occupied five minutes for 
the amendment, and now the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
USMER] proposes to yield him five minutes, and the Chair asked for 
biections. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I object to anything outside of the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made, and the enforcement of the 
rule is insisted on. 

_Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
Mr. OsMER] is against the amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I amin favor of it, and if recognized will yield 
iy time to the gentleman from Iowa. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman from Mississippi objects. 
In that case ten minutes would be consumed in advocacy of the amend- 
ment, leaving no time for opposition. 

Mr. McLANE. I rise to oppose the amendment. No amendment 
could be more injurious to the best interests of the country than that 
otlered by the gentleman from Iowa. The western and southern com- 
nerce is developed by the deepening of the shallow streams that lead 
into the deep streams. And the population of the country interested 
in these shallow streams perhaps are most deserving of the sym- 
pathies of this Congress. If you take the State of Iowa and the State 
of Missouri, you will find the appropriations asked for are quite as 
often for the small streams as for the big streams. 

Mr. SAPP. I will tell the gentleman that there is not a dollar ap- 


bropriated for anything in Iowa except for the Mississippi and Mis- 


souri Rivers, 

Mr. McLANE. The gentleman from Iowa has complained that the 
fs ‘ssourt ig not provided for. I want his attention specially to the 
act that no part of the Missouri River, which he desires to have im- 
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proved, could be improved if the amendment of his colleague was 
adopted. 

Mr. SAPP. Certainly not. I am aware of the fact that the com- 
mittee entirely ignore the Missouri. 

Mr. McLANE. They donosuchthing. They are very liberal, and 
I hope the committee will tind very judicious appropriations made 
for the Missouri River. 

Mr. SAPP. How much is appropriated for the Missouri River 

Mr. McLANE. Much more than the gentleman states; I will an 
swer his question in my own time. I am now dealing with his col 
league who proposes that we shall fix a depth of water, and shall im 
prove no river containing a less depth. I say that the adoption of 
his amendment would prevent improvement of the Missouri and of 
the Upper Mississippi River and in many respects the Lower Missis- 
sippi. It is to that point that I ask the attention of the gentleman 
who stands here and complains that his Missouri River has not been 
provided for; and yet he isready to support his colleague who would 
have us adopt an amendment which would exclude all appropriations 
for the Missouri River for which and its immediate tributaries the 
bill appropriates between three and four hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. SAPP. Why so? 

Mr. McLANE. One of the important improvements upon the Mis- 
souri River is at a point where there is not half the depth fixed by 
this amendment as the minimum, and near the mouth of the Missouri 
the navigation is in danger of being altogether closed. 

Mr. SAPP. Not three inches of water for the Missouri River ? 

Mr. McLANE. I say to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Uppr 
GRAFF ] that if the committee shall adopt his amendment it will de 
stroy those very features of this bill which gentlemen from his section 
have taken the most interest in, and I tell him further, that some of 
the improvements on the Missouri are at points where the depth is 
at low water only about twenty-three inches, I think, and therefore 
I say to him that the amendment of his colleague directed against 
creeks in Virginia and Maryland, in fact assails the Missouri River 
improvements. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. COX. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I object to that; it is a formal amendment only. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] has 
a right to move the amendment, but he has no right to withdraw it 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. COX. I hope my friend from Mississippi will allow me—— 

Mr. MCLANE. lI[ask for a vote on the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Iowa, [Mr. UPDEGRAFF. } 

Mr. COX. I have offered a formal amendment, as has been done 
many times before. I do not know why I should be made an excep- 
tion. I want to have the compliment, if there is any compliment in 
it, of following my distinguished friend from Maryland, [Mr. Mc- 
LANE. } He is here evidently to advocate that little Secretary Creek 
in his State. 

Mr. McLANE. I call the gentleman from New York to order 

Mr. COX. For what? 

Mr. McLANE. The item for Secretary Creek is not now before the 
committee. 

Mr. COX. Well, Iam before the committee. [Laughter.] I am 
like Secretary Creek. Iam not very large in dimensions. [Great 
laughter. ] 

Mr. McLANE. I want the gentleman from New York to direct his 
attention to the pending amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair understands the gentleman from New 
York to move a formal amendment for the purpose of addressing the 
committee on the subject before the committee. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Maryland will gain nothing by 
these little snapperadoes of practice. I am used to meeting them. I 
want to answer my friend from Maryland, and why will he not allow 
me todoso? He said that I was not right when I said that demo- 
cratic precedents favored something else than this peculiar line of 
legislation. He said he could show more democratic Presidents or 
statesmen—I am not certain which. 

Mr. McLANE. Twoto yourone. Two democratic Presidents who 
signed river or harbor improvement bills for every one that vetoed 
such bills. I can say three for one. 

Mr. COX. I did not make the point two to one; but I will give 
you two Presidents who based their vetoes of such measures as this 
on democratic precedents and doctrines. The first which I quote is 
the famous veto measure of President Polk, of August 3, 1546, in 
which he said: 

The Constitution has not, in my judgment, conferred upon the Federal Govern 
ment the power to construct works of internal improvement within the States, or 
to appropriate money from the Treasury for that purpose. That this bill assumes 
for the Federal Government the right to exercise this power, cannot, I think, be 
doubted. The approved course of the Government and the deliberately-expressed 
judgment of the people have denied the existence of such a power in the Consti 
tution 

Mr. CHALMERS. Was not General Cass the author of that, and 

ras he not afterward nominated by the democratic party for Presi 
dent ? 

Mr. COX. I ask my friend from Tennessee, [Mr. WHITTHORNE, } 
who was at that time connected with the executive office while Mr. 
Polk was President, to state if this clear enunciation of democratic 
principle did not come direct from the occupant of the White House 
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to Congress? Indeed, it is within my knowledge that my friend 





opie ] very message- > 
Mr. CHALMERS. The bill which President Polk vetoed was in- 


, ; : ) » Pasi 
troduced by General Cass, who was afterward nominated for Presi- 


dent by the democrats 


‘ 7 ; ! war . 
Mr. COX. Yes, and got beaten. Here is more ol 














the isdom that came from the South a ne democratic states- 
3 sila er and better days o lic, when the dan- 
re 5 practice ] va of cx l ir measures, good and 
bad. for big and little objects in one bill. iread trom the same mes- 
S . , 
save: and the quotation is but the echo of democratic sentiment and 
platforms up toand u! til the desire for local improvement submerged 
the land ks of the Constitutio 
I ‘ of the fran of t Constitution in withhok I over such 
obiects from the General Government and leaving them to the local government 
of the State ecomes more and more manifest with every year’s experience ot the 
peratic ‘ 1 country of limited extent, with few such objects of 
re ft overnment permitted it,) the common treasure might 
‘ it with much less inequality and injustice than in one 
f s now presents in population and territory. The treas 
of the world would hardly be equal to the improvement of ever ay, inlet, 
‘ < coul ‘ | ppoesed to promote the agricult- 
cturing, or commercial interests of a neighborhood. 
Phere is both constituti al interpretation and hun h sagacity In 
these ideas, and if t] only came from one statesman of the demo- 
ratic type they justify my vot d action on a miscellaneous and 





tifarious measure like this ten-million bill. 

President Polk asks and demands what President Pierce afterward 
isked and demanded. As asafeguard against these mischievous bills 
he urged that these measures should each be placed in a separate bill. 
He demanded that each item should be determined on its intrinsic, 
ndependent merits. What endless wrangle and bickering would be 
saved by such a prudent system. It would be wise beyond our later 
experience. I stand here on that ground, believing that to yield to 
such pernicious practice is to ignore our best democratic instruction 
ind make an example of wasteful excess for a troubled future. 

Why not bring in your separate bill for the Missouri River? Why 

bring in your separate bill for the Mississippi River? Why not 
ring in your separate bill for Secretary Creek ? Why not bring in 
your separate bill for your shallow push-pole and brush-impeded 
streams and railroad-tie, hoop-pole, and raft navigation? Then we 
can decide each one on its own merits or demerits when it comes up 
ior debate, comparison, and consideration. JI ask permission to print 
some more of the wisdom of democratic statesmen. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I object. 

Mr. COX. Does the gentleman object to my printing further ex- 
tracts ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that objection is made. 

Mr. COX. Then I must take advantage of some other opportunity 
to get them before the Honse. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gent!eman will print the approval by 
President Jefferson of the Cumberland-road bill. 

Mr. COX. Iwill give you the real old Jeffersonian doctrine before 
Iam done; and it will go to the foundation of our polity as a Federal 
system and its reserved and delegated powers. 

Mr. MCLANE. I rise to oppose the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending amendment is to strike out the 
tast word—a formal amendment. 

Mr. McLANE. But it is an amendment which the Chair enter- 
tained, and is debatable. If the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Cox] had the right to speak for five minutes in favor of it, I have 
the right to occupy an equal time in opposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will proceed ; the Chair will not 
indertake to restrict him. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. MCLANE. I waive my right to the floor. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. My point of order is that the discussion 
should be confined to the amendment of the gentleman from Iowa, 
so that we may vote upon it and get it out of the way. These great 
underlying questions of constitutional law which my friend from 
New York alludes to may come up another time. Let us now dispose 
of these practical questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. As no one is claiming the floor now to discuss 
the amendment, the point of order is not applicable to anything be- 
fore the committee ; but if it should be made hereafter, the Chair will 
endeavor to confine members to the pending question. 

rhe question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Cox, to strike 
ut the last word, it was not agreed to. 

rhe question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. UPDEGRAFF, 
of lowa; and there were—ayes 51, noes 91. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. UppEGRAFr, of Iowa, and Mr. MCLANE 
were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported ayes 47, noes 108, 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I move to amend by inserting the 


following: 





Provided, That no money appropriated by this act shall be expended in the im- 
provement of any stream, notwithstanding the same be designated by name and 
appropriated for herein, which in an ordinary stage of water is not capable of 
floating vessels of fifty tons burden for a length of thirty consecutive miles, and 
which does not intersect or form a part of a State line: Provided, That this restric- 
tion shall not apply to tide streams emptying into the ocean 
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Mr. Chairman, I said something to-day, if I remem) 
the Big Sandy and its character. I now want to cal] attent 
Guyandotte, which is one of the streams I desire to hav ee 
by this amendment. In the report of the Engineer es 


find the following language respecting this stream : 


er aright, abou: 


to the 
exclud 


Departinent 


The present plan of improvement for this river was adopted in 1s 
been carried on in accordance with this to date, the object being ; " 
whole river for raft navigation primarily, and for push-boat ici ca oe 
special points; for both species of navigation the river wa nall 
on rises of considerable height 
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It has not been possible to combine these two species of nar 
on the Guyandotte. ‘“ Push-boat” navigation was too myo, 
provided raft navigation were added. [ Laughter. } 

So much for the Guyandotte. Now I come to the Elk I 
Virginia. This is one of the streams which I think onoh+’; 

: : 1 44} = . 9 > oe ALD 
excluded. Here is what the Engineer’s Report says on pave ¢0) 


a 


Vs i 


uch 


The obstructions are rocks, snags, and overhanging trees. 
Think of a great navigable stream obstructed by “ overhay 
, ‘rom Indiana knows that the Wabash eon} 


overhanging trees.” Think of an “over 






> Are 
trees. aiy 


be obstructed by “ 


tree” obstructing the navigation of the Mississippi River oy tha ry 
souri. Here is a stream upon which the commerce of the nat ‘ 
to float; and unfortunately there are “overhanging trees’ 
obstruct it. [Laughter.] 

Before the river can be considered properly prepared for the full 
the trade upon it which the resources of the country will probably 


maintain— 





It is prepared now for all the trade there is— 
some or all of the private mill-dams should certainly be removed or mod 

Now, let the country understand, let this House permit the coynim 
to understand, that $10,000,000 is appropriated, in part at 
order that the national commerce can be push-boated over 1 
mill-dams. Just think of it—rafts and push-boats carrying 
commerce of this mighty nation over modified mill-dams. | can gee 
the Committee on Commerce, (for whom I have the highest respec 
and I have heard some of them talk in magnificent phrase about t} 
rich wealth of the products of this country and its magnificent ; 
merce, ) I can see that committee with push-boats pushing that mig 
commerce over a modified mill-dam, provided the “ overhanzi; 
trees” are removed. That is the character of the Elk River. ~ ~ 

The Engineer’s Report says: 

The money thus far has been spent in conformity with the idea of 1 
open navigation of ten or twelve inches in depth. 


iCas 


the vreat 
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How is that for the mighty commerce of America? Ten to twelve 
inches in depth. Not now, but it is expected to be secured in order 
that the mighty commerce of the country may be pushed over thes 
modified mill-dams. [Laughter.] 

Now, what is going to be the cost of it? 
state : 

The unexpected cheapness and success, however, of the work of the last seasor 
lead me to conclude that what remains can be done for very much less than th 
amount of that estimate, which was $100,000. 


The report goes 


The estimate is now modified to $90,000. 

I come next to the Kentucky River. Here is astream that has some 
title to respect. The Engineer’s Report says: 

The present project for the improvement of this river is that proposed by Major 
W. E. Merrill, corps of engineers, in his report of August, 1879, on the survey 
the river, contemplating slack-water navigation of six feet depth, with pert 
dams for the main river, i. e. up to Three Forks, or for two hundred and fifty 
miles. There is at present no regular or permanent navigation, the five ol 
or dams on the lower eighty-two miles of the river -~having become, by disasters 
and neglect, practically useless, and above them there is but little water in low 
stages without ripples and bars of rock and gravel scattered along the chann 

The first appropriation for this river was $100,000, The amount 
appropriated in this bill, if I have got my figures right, is $100,000 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. COX. I move to add to the amendment the following 
_ Provided no money shall be appropriated in this bill for any river exclusively 
in one State. 

I beg to support that amendment by further extracts from the 
messages of democratic Presidents. My friend from Tennessee [Mr 
ATKINS] said that Jefferson signed the Cumberland-road bill. So he 
did; but upon the ground that it was a post-route. He considered 
it, I suppose, somewhat constitutional on that ground. But tore 
statement of the rationalia of the Jeffersonian ideas of governme! t 
on this head let me refer to the message of President Pierce, to 
found on page 2079 of the Statesman’s Manual, volume 3. mayo 
men cannot comprehend the cogent reasoning in pure diction—the 
genuine democracy as illustrated by the analyses of our fundamental 
authority and limitations—except by a perusal of the whole docu: 8 
ment. I beg, I plead with them to read it. Only by its thought 
reading can gentlemen do justice to the sentiment which inspir 
opposition to this measure. : sy 

The doctrine which gentlemen advocate is nowhere more per 








es IY 


nently denounced than in this extract: he 
: ; : od with a 

Annual and special messages of successive Presidents have been occapied we in 
it, sometimes in remarks on the general taphe, and frequently in onjocs a eo. at 
ticular bills. The conflicting sentiments of eminent statesmen, expresset i 


some plan calen 7 
vironed, while 
he interests 


zress, or in conventions called expressly to devise, if possible, 
ated to relieve the subject of the embarrassments with which it ise 
they have directed public attention strongly to the magnitude of t 





| have yet left insettled the limits, not merely of expediency, butof consti 

























ewer in relation to works of this class by the General Government. 
- * * * 7 * * 
a obvious that if there be any constitutional power which authorizes 
: 1 of * railroads and canals ” by Congress the sa power must com 
 ¢ nikes and ordinary carriage-roads ; nay, it must extend to the con 
~idees, to the draining of marshes, to the erection of levees, to the 
ot t un : : 1) 4) 
of canals of irrigation; in a word, to all the possible means of the 
srovemment of the earth by developing its natural resources anywhere 
here, even within the proper jurisdiction of theseveral States. But if 
constitutional power thus comprehensive in its nature, must not the 
brace Within its scope other kinds of improvement of equal utility 
es, and equally important to the welfare of the whole cor Presi 
son, while intimating the ¢ xpedier cy of so amending the ( tifution ag 
ts of physical progress and well be (oes not fail to perceive that 
cis ef public improvement,” including * public education,” by nam 
e same class of powers. Jn fact, not only public instruction, but hos 
lishments of science and art, libraries, and, indeed, everything 
+o the internal welfare of the country, are just as much objects of intert 
* wont, or, in Other words, of internal utility, as canals and railways 
el ; ’ 
ssion of the power in either of its senses implies its existence in tl 
nd since, if it exists at all, it involves dangerous augmentation of the p 
~netions and of the patronage of the Federal Governme we htt e 
« what clause or clauses of the Constitution it is confert 
* . * * 
} g no specific grant in the Constitution of a power to sanct 
sfor internal improvements, and no general provision broad en : 
h . : } ) 4 ay , ' 
nv such indetinite object, it becomes necessary to look for particular 
which one or another of the things included in the phrase “int 
ts" may be referred 
to find such general or particular powers, le exert i his 
rative at the same time, laying down a civic trom which 
o } } : r "helt epistals ? . a aan + 
have wofully departed. The bill which he vetoed was over a mill- 
Since then, in spite of his special warnings, we have reached 
en times that amount per annum. 
Now, sir. I desire once more to put upon record this decision of 
President Pierce, following the decisions of democratic Presidents : 


of all this, it is not easy to estimate the disastrous consequences which 
st have resulted from such extended local improvements being undertaken by 
‘eneral Government, State legislation upon this subject would have been sus- 
ed and private enterprise paralyzed, while applications for appropriations 
have perverted the legislation of Congress, exhausted the national Treasur 

eft the people burdened with a heavy public debt beyond the capacity of gen 


rations to discharge. 








Mr. Chairman, ponder this wiscom in the light of new facts of our 
sical progress! We have now in this country, constructed partly 
‘the aid of States and private capital, or at least we had up to 1872, 
billion four hundred and eighty million dollars’ worth of rail- 
It is many millions more this year, 1881. We had also of 
wals built by States—Delaware Canal, Maryland Canal, Illinois 
Canal, Indiana Canal, New Jersey Canal, New York Canal, and Ohio 
Canal—at least $120,000,000, all ordered by State legislation and paid 
r out of taxes upon the counties and upon the States. Other States 
aps have not the same advantages. Is it right to tax the States 
which built, at their own expense, their own communications, to pay 
for the improvements of other States not so generous and wise ? 
Mr.BRAGG, I desire to ask the gentleman from New York a ques- 





Mr. COX. Well, sir, ask it. 

Mr. BRAGG. Does not the gentleman from New York know since 
that doctrine was maintained that the Federal courts which then 
had admiralty jurisdiction only up to ebb and flow of the tide, have 
extended that jurisdiction over the great lakes, over the Ohio River, 
ver the Missouri River, over all the streams leading into the waters 
that empty out of the Saint Lawrence River; that that jurisdiction 
has been taken by the Federal courts and those streams are under 
Federal jurisdiction ? 

Mr.COX. That may be al t I ask you, whether or not 
very time there is a decision of the Supreme Court extending tide- 
water or other Federal jurisdiction, the gentleman will come forward 
nd vote for these “ log-rolling” bills with their millions of mixed 
neasures? He will not do it. He is, I know, an economist on cer- 
tain matters, a very strict one. 

What is ] You men of the West 





ltrne; bi 


log-rolling ? 
recur to it for the illustration. 
heer went to seek his home 


adit 


It is well to 
You know that in early times the 
é not upon the prairies, but into the 
ols Where there was plenty of water and timber. They and their 
eighbors may not have combined their labors to cut down the trees 
ad to hew out the logs or split the rails; but when it came to roll- 
0g the logs together in heaps for burning or to be lifted into their 
Paces for the cabin or barn, they had many hands to aid the neces- 
“ary works, Wee then to the man or neighbor who refused or who 
‘aved to come and assist in the log-rolling. He never got help to 
dave his cabin built, his land cleared, or any outside assistance un- 
ss he helped others. That is what log-rojling means. Is it not a 
good figure for just sucha bill asthis? You get together all the States 
ou need, all the strength and interests in one bill you require, and 
all the indispensable votes that you can inits favor. You have com- 
bined them altogether here. You have their aid. Why? Because 
*U return the favor to them which they show you. 
As these precedents which I have quoted show you, there is danger 
ra It intrenches upon true economy. Is it @ dishonesty or any 
“Upication of unfairness on the part of the committee, when I can 


quote from these democratic precedents, to show that this system is 
"rong from top to bottom ? 


know. 
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Mr. Chairman, I rise to say 


Mr. THOMAS TURNER. 


connection with this matter. 


* ) rn 
word in 


a 









Mr. BLACKBURN. I hope my colleague will yield to me for a 
moment, to make a suggestion to the gentleman from New York I 
propose that he amend or modify his amendment by serting after 
the word “river” the words “or harbor,” so that it will read. “no 
money herein appropriated shall be expended upon any river or har 
bor exclusively withi 1y one State.” 

Mr. COX. I prefer not to accept that. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I thought it would simply complete 
surdity of the amendment 

Mr. COX. The gentleman knows very well that Ido not accept 


absurdities from that quarter. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. The 

that. 

Mr. COX. I take my absurdi 

myself. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BLACKBURN. has 

enough without seeking elsewhere. 


Mr. COX. Ido not 


} , . r) ] 
rentieman need not 


ty trom anoti t 


ier quarter; tha 
Natur nished th 
Nature lurnished the 
| Laughter. } 


see why the gentleman should make this per 


sonal assault upon me, this violent attack. I had enough of that the 
other day, when I was kicked by a mule or something else. [Great 
laughter 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Did you get a pension? 

Mr. COX. No; but I ought to have one for endeavoring to rescue 


» Government from a dangerous enemy. 

Mr. THOMAS TURNER. Mr. Chairman, it does not come in 
grace from a member representing a Western State to oppose slight 
appropriations to be given for improving streams in the State of Ken- 
tucky. It not fair, Mr. Chairman, because our State happens to 
have no very considerable rivers, and because she is an internal State, 
and has neither coast line nor harbor to improve, that she is to be 


good 


cursed with the fact that she is not to have a dollar for, improving 
her internal streams. It is neither fair nor just. Gentlemen have 
forgotten that the Western Reserve gave over two hundred million 


acres of land to be expended in improvements at tide-water, and the 
State of Kentucky and Tennessee because they have no coast lines or 
harbors are to be deprived of all benetits under this system of improv- 
ing riversand harbors. Isay,it comes with bad grace from the gentle- 
man from Iowa, whose State has received much, to objeet to 
trifling appropriation for the State of Kentucky, Under that do 
trine we could not expend one dollar in improvements there, and that 
great State could never get anything, while the Western region com 
bines together and makes a just claim for the development of their 
resources, and that they should have a larger portion of these in 
mense amounts annually appropriated for those works. They for 
sir, that Kentucky has to bear its due share of the burden of paying 
them. During all the years that these appropriations have been made, 
Kentucky has contributed more than any other State toward the 
building up of our commercial resources. Kentucky has been in the 
Union for eighty-nine years, and has never received from the Federal 
Treasury for improvements but the pitiful sum of $311,000, not one 
twentieth of the amount annually devoted to the development of the 
resources of these States. 

The gentleman talks about the depth of water in those rivers be 
ing only so much, and that no money shall be appropriated for the 
improvement of the Kentucky River because the depth of water is 
so slight, and speaks of it being only six feet. Mr. Chairman, if I 
were to go to Wisconsin, I could point out the fact that at Port Wash- 
ington they commence with from nine to twelve inches of water and 
now they have five feet, and expect to improve it so as to make it 
twelve. I might go to Ahnepee, Wisconsin, and it is the same thing. 
We have more water in the Kentucky River than they had at Port 
Washington even with its improvements. Now Port Washington has 
a commerce of over ten thousand tons, because it has been developed. 
Thousands and thousands of dollars have been expended upon these 
harbors and others, while we with our great commerce and vast in- 
land trade have never received our share,or anything like even a 
small fraction of it. The doctrine ¢ for here is the do 
trine that the people who have the misfortune of not living upon t 
great streams should pay their part of the money into the Treasury 
but should not have a dollar out of it for improvements. You will 
give those who have harbors and navigable streams and who happen 
to be favored, vast sums of money to extend the depth of water from 





su 
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mntended 
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twelve feet to sixteen feet or above: but where you have one or two or 
three feet you have nothing to give because it isnot a great stream 


and you do not believe it possible they can improve it. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the bulk of this commerce he small 
streams. The streams of a small country and the productions of a 
smal! country are just as dear to the people as though they lived o1 
a great stream and represented the commerce of a great country, and 
they should have a proper proportion of the money which is expended 
for that purpose. This great State, which has contributed its mill 
ions of dollars into the Treasury, a State which pays annually some 
thirteen millions of dollars into the Treasury, gets not a dollar ot 
public money expended within its border for public improvements 
Isthatfair? Ought not there to be some consideration for the money 
which she pays into the Treasury? Of the $475,000,000 expended by 
this Government for public buildings for internal improvements and 
for educational purposes, $399,000,000 of it have gone to Northern 
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‘been floated down to Parkersburgh, shipped thence by rail to Balti- 
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States and, sir, only $76,000,000 to the Southern States, when, accord- 
ing to their population and area and wealth and the amount they pay 
into the Treasury, they should be entitled to at least two hundred and | 
ten million dollars. For years and years they have contributed on 
an average of 444 per cent. of the whole amount—— 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. WILSON. Iask that the amendments be again reported. 

rhe amendments were again 1 

Mr. WILSON rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to strike out thelast word. AsI was called 
out of the House temporarily I had not the pleasure of hearing the | 

. : : 





1e 
whole of the remarks made by the gentleman from Iowa, [ Mr. UPDE- 


GRAFF. But I heard some of his criticisms on the streams of West 
Virginia. I will say to that gentleman that he at least is laboring 


under a very egregious error. As Lunderstand the objec t of this river 
and harbor bill, it is for the de velopment of the resources of the coun- | 


trv. and to throw into the markets of the several States and the | 

markets of the world the rich commodities now locked up in the 

regions to which those rivers furnish an outlet. 
The gentleman referred to one of those streams, the Little Kana- 


vha. 1 desire to say that in my opinion there is no river of the same | 
ength and size in all these United States of America the improve- 

ent of which is so valuable and which will contribute so much to 
the general welfare of the country. Let me enumerate some of the 
ommodities of the district through which that river flows. Its tim- 
ber finds a market (as shown by papers accompanying the Engineer’s 
report) everywhere from New York to New Orleans. In consequence | 
of the small improvement made in it a few years ago, timber has | 


more, and from there sent to Europe. The valuable hard lumber of | 


West Virginia finds a market in California. It is shipped by rail 
three hundred miles to Baltimore, and from there is shipped some- 
times to California and sometimes to Europe. Its oil finds a ready 
sale in all the markets of the world. The oil produced in that coun- 
try, the outlet of which is this Little Kanawha River, adds some- | 
thing to the balance of trade in favor of this country against 
foreign nations. And that oil has been floated down this river to 
market. 

The sawed lumber of the Little Kanawha reaches more than a 
dozen States in the Union. There are vast coal-fields and vast iron- 
fields there ; and the coal from the country along that river, by reason 
of the improvements now being made, will be shipped and will reach | 
the people of the western and southern cities. 

rhis is the best bill we can have to regulate interstate commerce. 
It gives cheap fuel, cheap food, and cheap transportation. It opens 
Ip competing lines, and can never be governed by monopolies. It is | 
the farmer’s improvement, and enables his productions, the fruits of 

» i 








his honest labor, to reach markets without the skinning process of | 
pooling, rebates, &c. 
~ Mr. SAPP. I desire to offer an amendment. 

rhe CHAIRMAN, There are two amendments now pending 

Mr. WILSON. I withdraw the formal amendment. | 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I object to the withdrawal of the | 
ormal amendimet [ want to say a few words before it is with- | 
il ‘ } 

Phe gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. WILSON] says I have been 

staken in my remarks about the Litthe Kanawha. My remarks in | 
regard to that stream were read from the report of the Engineer; the 

fiicial report. The chairman of the Committee on Commerce, when | 
he was arguing against permitting discussion or amendment on this | 
bill, and portraying the labors of the committee, said they had read | 
this re yo and studied it day after day for I do not know how long. 
Phen lam justified in saying this bill was reported in the light of 
this report; and the report as to the Little Kanawha says the only 
object of its improvement is to attain a raft and push-boat navigation; | 
and the estimate of the amount necessary to complete the project is 
stated a WOO, ( 

Now, I put tl to tl ntleman, that the appropriation, though 
small in itseli, will not be worth one fig, and might as well be sunk | 
in the Potomac unless it is followed up by appropriations large enough 
to complete the project, hich, it is estimate 1, will cost S9U0,000, 


Mr. WILSON. ‘The gent rom Iowa [Mr. UPDEGRAFF] will 


tand— 






Mr. UPDEGRAFI, of Iowa. The gentleman has his quarrel with 


»engineers, the men who make their livir 


of hese appropri- | 
ations, and who, as we all know, will magnify their ofi 

Mr. WILSON. You do not have 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman will address the Chair. 

Mr. WILSON. We are only having a little (ée-d-téte. [Laughter. ] 

Mr, UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. Whatever light we can get against 
these appropriations comes in unconsciously, for not one of these en- 
gineers would permit such remarks to be made as I have read if he 
dreamed that the use would be made of them that is now being made. 
Other engineers in other districts—and I have examined the reports 
enough to learn that—do not appear to have made such remarks. 
But here was a man who was asubordinate and did not have any more 
sense than to tell a part of the truth. [Laughter. ] 

These engineers are divided and subdivided into strata. There is 
first the boss engineer, and then a stratum below him; then another | 


° : ° ° tna Gat 
| appropriation is rendered useless by the results of the spring to 


: : : ste t] 
| cient appropriated for these local improvements to complete they 
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stratum and so on down unt you get to the local engineers } 
reminds me of the old distich : 
Big fleas have little fleas ‘ 
And lesser fleas to bite ‘en 


And these fleas have other fleas 
And so ad infinitum. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. WILSON. Now one word—— ’ 
Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. So these reports come up froy 
“little fleas ” to the “ big fleas;” and in a few instances the « };,, 
fleas” have told the truth. What I have referred to has been Ros 
by accident. How much more could be found by care aoe 

tion I cannot tell. 
Mr. THOMAS TURNER. That shows how much you know abou: 
Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. If I can do so well with the mn 
knowledge I have, how much could I doif Thad as much ag you ¢},;, 
? [Laughter. ] 


1 
t 


ful examin : 





to have? 

Mr. WILSON. Justa word. Because the gentleman does no; 
tain the appropriation he desires, he seems to be willing to fory 
combination with his friends over there to defeat proper approy, 
tions. He is playing the game: one 


Tickle me, Toby, oh, tickle, do 
You tickle me and I'll tickle you. 
{ Laughter. ] 
The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate upon the pending a) 
ment has expired. js 
Mr. WILSON. I withdraw my formal amendment. 
Mr. SAPP. I desire to offer an amendment to the amendmen: 
my colleague, [Mr. UPDEGRAFF. ] , 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


ene 


But the amount so appropriated shall beused in removing snags out of 4 
River and in completing the survey of the same. 

Mr.REED. Now we have the real milk in the cocoanut. 

Mr.SAPP. Now I ask that the amendment be read as it wil] s 
if my amendment should be adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That no money appropriated by this act shall be expended in 
provement of any stream, notwithstanding the same be designated by name a 
appropriated for herein, which, in an ordinary stage of water, is not 
floating vessels of fifty tons burden for a length of thirty consecutive miles a 
which does not intersect or form a part of a State line: Provided, That this restric. 
tion shall not apply to tidal streams emptying into the ocean; but the amounts 
appropriated shall be used in removing snags out of the Missouri R 
completing the survey of the same. 

Mr. SAPP. A word or two upon that amendment. I do not kr 
that I would have engaged in this discussion at all but for what 
said by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. MCLANE. ] It is insisted 
by him that so far as the Missouri River is concerned she has \y 
liberally dealt with by the Committee on Commerce. That 
emphatically deny. 

I desire to call the attention of this committee to the ; 
appropriated in this bill for the Missouri River for general pur 


na 
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| and the items of appropriation so specified. There is $45,000 


priated for the removal of snags in the Missouri River; then $4 
for the improvement of the Missouri River, above the mouth 


Yellowstone; then $30,000 to complete the survey of over three t 
sand miles of that river. That is all that is appropriated { 


| Missouri River for general purposes in this bill. 


Now, a word or two in relation to the importance of that river 
navigable stream. I need not call the attention of this com 
to the fact that the Missouri River is navigable for nearly four t 
sand miles. I need not call attention to the fact that the Miss 
River drains a territory sufficient in extent for a great emp 


| need not call attention to the fact that that river runs thr 


richest agricultural country on the face of the globe, a countt 
thickly peopled by industrious and enterprising citizens. I main 
that the claims of the Missouri River have been very great} 
looked by the Committee on Commerce, 

Now, one word in regard to the local appropriations which ar 
in this bill. Whenever anything is said by any of usintr 


| the appropriations made for the Missouri River, we are met 

| assertion that sundry appropriations are made for local purposes 4 
| benefits. How is that? It is true that some appropriations @ 
| made for the improvement of the channel of the Missouri River 


various points. What is the character of those appropriations 
they such as are deserved? Not at all. A mere pittance Is ap) 


| priated for some particular point, and when the ice runs out of t 


great stream in the spring of the year all the work done by that 
Mr. BARBER. What is the aggregate amount of these local aj 
priations? an 
Mr. SAPP. The gentleman can examine the bill for himse: 
Twenty thousand dollars was appropriated to be expended at Cour 
cil Bluffs and Omaha, while the engineers recommend some 51Xt) 
thousand dollars for that improvement. So in regard to Browns 
ville, Nebraska, Saint Joseph, Missouri, Fort Ieavenworth, and various 
other places along the Missouri River. I say that there is not sub 








as recommended by the engineers—only enough really to begit ¥ 


| so that in the course of three, four, five, or six months after work *® 


ceased all that has been done is swept away. Money spent Ip © 
manner might just as well be thrown into the channel of the mvs’ 








REAGAN. I suggest to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. UppE- 
oe the form of his amendment might do injury; that if he 
ao { , get the judgment of the House upon streams appropriated 
res '" & 


. as he deems improperly, in this bill, he should move to strike 
« those items as we reach them. In that way we shall act upon 
-s restion directly. , ; ee 
‘ic, SAPP. I want to say to the gentleman that the difficulty is 

.. if L were to undertake—— mo 

we, REAGAN. I cannot yield. I am now speaking of what the 

ctleman’s colleague proposes. A citi le 

“\te SAPP. I hope the gentleman will withhold his suggestions if 

jes not want a reply. en 

Vr, REAGAN. The gentleman has made his speech, and I propose 

moment to reply to him; but Iam now replying to his colleague 
- om ynaking the suggestion that if he considers any of these items 

sonable he should move to strike them out as we reach them, 
not by an amendment of this sort run the risk of injuring really 
rious works. 

Now. the gentleman from Iowa who has just taken his seat, [ Mr. 

p Thas taken occasion several times to speak of the absence of ap- 
ns riatic ns in this bill for the Missouri River. Heurges now thatthe 
nropriations ought to be suflicient to complete the work. Why, 

that is said with reference to every work provided for in this bill. 
have made the appropriations upon that idea would have involved 

‘ya pecessity of reporting a bill appropriating $25,000,000. 

“Dot let me show that the gentleman cannot have examined the bill 
vefully. It will be seen how much justice there is in his complaint 

-hat the Missouri River has been neglected when I give some of the 

‘ems of appropriation for that river: For Atchison, Kansas, $20,000 ; 

Reownsville, Nebraska, $10,000; Cedar City, $15,000 ; Council Bluffs, 

fowa, $20,000; Eastport, Iowa, $14,000; Fort Leavenworth, $8,000 ; 

Glasgow, $20,000; Kansas City, $20,000; Lexington, $10,000; Saint 

Charles, $15,000; Saint Joseph, $20,000; Sioux City, $7,000; Vermil- 

». Dakota, $15,000 ; above the mouth of the Yellowstone, $40,000; 
nd for the continuation of the systematic survey of the Missouri 
from the mouth to Fort Benton, $30,000. Then of the appropriation 

»{ $150,000 for removing snags from the Mississippi, the Missouri, &c., 

245,000 is assigned to the Missouri, and $20,000 to the Yellowstone, 

thus making $329,000 for that poor, neglected Missouri River. 

Mr. SAPP. Only $115,000 is appropriated for general purposes. 
Mr, REAGAN. I think the gentleman cannot have examined the 
[have shown that $329,000 is given for that river besides the 
mprovement of its various tributaries, to say nothing of the inter- 
st which the State of Iowa has in the appropriations for the Missis- 
ppi River. The appropriation for the Mississippi River from the 
outh of the Illinois to the Des Moines Rapids is $175,000. Then, 
is interested in the $600,000 proposed to be appropriated, be- 
tween the mouth of the Ohio and the mouth of the Illinois. She is 
so interested in the $200,000 which we recommend to be expended 
etween the Des Moines Rapids and Saint Paul. Yet the gentleman 
lains on behalf of the State of Iowa and the Missouri River! 

Why, sir, that great central region of country which depends so much 

for the value of its agricultural products and the other interests 

ts people upon navigation and commerce has received the chief 
tion in this river and harbor bill. 
Mr. SAPP. How can we get to the Mississippi River from the Mis- 
if you do not take out the snags ? 
Mr. REAGAN. I have shown that $329,000 is given by the bill for 
le improvement of the Missouri River. 

_ before the hammer falls I will repeat that if the gentleman from 
Wa can point out any rivers unworthy of an appropriation, he 
d move to strike them out when we reach them. I hope he will 

‘insist on his present amendment, which may do real harm. 

‘he question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Sarr to the 
wendment of Mr. UppEGRAFF, of Iowa, it was not agreed to. 

‘he question then recurred on the amendment of Mr. UPDEGRAFF, 

iOWa, 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move that the committee rise. It is now 

ir o'clock, and it is time for us to adjourn. 

‘he question being taken on the motion of Mr. VAN VoorHIs, there 

re—aves 35, noes 90, 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I call for tellers. 
lr CAMP. No quorum has voted. 

the CHAIRMAN. The point is made that no quorum has voted ; 

tie Chair will appoint tellers. 

it. REAGAN. I submit that a quorum is not necessary on a mo- 

i that the committee rise. 
sé CHAIRMAN. But the Chair thinks the Committee of the 

‘© would be very much embarrassed in the transaction of any 
‘ss if it should go upon the record that no quorum is present. 

’ Chair appoints as tellers Phe gentleman from New York, Mr. 

iN VooruIs, and the gentleman from Texas, Mr. REAGAN. 

ty .. Committee divided ; and there were—ayes 21, noes i29. 

) the committee refused to rise. 

= ‘te CHAIRMAN, The, question recurs on the adoption of the 

\ izent of the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. UppEGRAEF. ] 

rk oa DAVIS, of Illinois. I move to amend that amendment by 

k, ~, Ug Out the words ‘ for thirty consecutive miles.” 

as », “Mendment to the amendment was rejected. 

;.. itestion again recurred on the amendment of Mr. UPDEGRAFF 
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| The committee divided; and there were—ayes 31, noes 91. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. No quorum has voted. 

The CHAIRMAN ordered tellers; and Mr. UpprGrarr, of Iowa, and 
Mr. REAGAN were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 
noes 121. 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I wish to have my amendment read. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
closing debate on the pending paragraph and amendments thereto in 
one minute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Cnair will state there is an amendment 
pending of the gentleman from Nebraska, [Mr. VALENTINE. | 

Mr. REAGAN. I demand a vote on my motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the 
construction, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works 
on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. WHITE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 107. 

Mr. CAMP. I demand the yeas and nays on the motion. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 21. 

The SPEAKER. That is not one-fifth of the last vote, and the yeas 
and nays are not ordered. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of con- 
sidering the river and harbor appropriation bill; and pending that 
motion I move that all debate on the pending paragraph and the 
amendments thereto be closed in one minute. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I now move the House adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 41, noes 104, 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. CAMP. I demand tellers. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, and tellers were not ordered. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


we 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. KENNA, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
that committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (S. No. 
752) granting an increase of pension to Crafts J. Wright; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 

RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. REAGAN. I now move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to go on 
with the river and harbor appropriation bill. 

Mr. CAMP. I demand a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 123, noes 4. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. No quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. VAN Voormis and Mr. REAGAN as 
tellers. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 140, 
noes 0. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. CARLISLE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN, By order of the House all debate on the pend 
ing paragraph and the amendments thereto is limited to one minute. 
[Cries of “ Vote!” “ Vote!” ] 

Mr. CAMP. There is an amendment pending. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Nebraska sent up an 
amendment which has not been read. 

Mr. VALENTINE. Itis not applicable to the pending section, and 
I withdraw it. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Ihave an amendment which I desire to have 
read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add at the end of paragraph 1 

Provided, That no new work shall be begun unless the sum hereby appropri 
ated for that work shall be suflicient to finish and complete the same. 

Mr. REAGAN. There is one minute left for debate on this para 
graph and amendments thereto. I wish to say but one word, and it 
is this: that I have no more interest in the success of this bill than 
others, and if it be the purpose of members of the House merely to 
wear out the time by filibustering—and it looks like that—then there 
is not much use in trying to go on with it. I am willing to give a 
reasonable time to see whether it is the purpose to defeat this bill by 


| lilibustering, and if it is, then I shall get out of the way and let it be 


done. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I have the right to offer an amendment, and 
the gentleman from Texas has no right to charge me with filibus- 


i tering. 
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ate The CHAIRMAN. Thetime for debate has expired. , Mr. Chairman, urging that the river and harbor bill he iner 
i kj The amendment was again read. oe I know that the idea is unpopular among members } a Case 
is Mr. REAGAN. I believe that amendment has been voted on once | not think that this, however, is a great amount to }y <—m a) ; 
Petia before for such purposes. I regard this bill as one of vita] tema * 
Th Mr. COX. Isitin order now to move to amend an amendment? | the interests of the country, and I am in favor of ieee 
Hi The CHAIRMAN. It is $50,000,000 for the improvement of the rivers and harbors of +" 
: i Mr. COX. Then I move to strike out the last word. Is it in order | country if it can be done honestly and where needed. Besidac F 
4 to debate that ? bill has no terrors for me if the mone vy is honestly e xpende " 
The CHAIRMAN It is not when the Government of the Uni ited States is ret elVine 3 


surplus of $90,000 ss revenue, it is time to includ ‘the repair 
improvements of our rivers and harbors in our genera] Jovi. 
Neither the gentleman from Iowa nor any other gentleman y 
floor can mak e the point of order upon this aj ppropri: stlon. 
reason that it is a continuing one. Neither can it be made 
ground that it is for an improvement of some small, shoal stre ; 
isa large harbor, one of the finest in the country, and « . 
have been trying since 1856 to get an appropriation for a bre» 
there for the protection of its shipping. Thirty thousa: 
according to the report of the light- house 1 keeper there , ass he 


Mr. COX. Then I withdraw the amendment 
Mr. HOUSE. Has not the amendment just proposed by the gen- 
tleman from New York been once voted upon to-day and rejected ? 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I want the gentleman from Texas to under- 
stand that this amendment is limited to new work. The other ap- 
plied to all work appropriated for. [Cries of “ Vote!” “ Vote!”] 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment, the Chair will state, is almost 
the same as the preceding one, which was rejected. _B ut there is 
some difference, and the Chair prefers to si ibmit the question to the 
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comunittee. 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. On the point of order I desire to say a | enter that harbor annually. It is, as I have sta ited, the only ay 
vord. harbor on the coast along the line of seventy-five miles wh, 


navigation is difficult and dangerous. 
The winds from the east and 1 northeast have a range of for 
and bring upon our harbor a great overflow of water whi ch destr 


our docks and shipping. The U lysses, a new steamer, not lone 
broke from her moorings during one of the storms prevalent on + 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has overruled the point of order 
Che question is on agreeing to the amendment. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 
: Mr.MURCH. I offer the followi ig amendment, to come in between 
lines 10 and 11 in the second paragraph. 


So ee te ean ah eee cee mes valnamarsie tml tee 


j 
Bit The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the committee have | coast, and was wholly destroyed. A large bark was driven ashon - 
not reached that paragraph yet. The Clerk will read the next para- | badly damaged. Our docks are inundated by every gale of 1 ; 

tr graph. have. Rockland has been a very important ship- buil lding port. At 

The Clerk read as follows: times we have had as many as twenty-seven ships on the ese 
Improving Richmond Island Harbor, Maine: Completing improvement, $3,000. | Once being built 


* 


{ Here the hammer fell 

Mr. DE LA MATYR. I move to strike out the last word, ' 
purpose of giving more time for the gentleman from Maine t om 
ylete his statement, which is of importance. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana proposes to tal 
the floor and yield his five minute s to the gentleman from Maine, Is 
there objec tion ? 

Mr. BROWNE. Iobject. The same proposition was made for ¢ 
tlemen on this side and was objected to. 
Mr. KENNA. If the gentleman from Maine occupied other { 
minutes, would not that exhaust the time allowed for debat 
Mr.MURCH. Ihope the members of the Committee on ( 
will make no objection. 
The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made. 
Mr. MURCH. Then I ask consent to print the remainde: 
remarks. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. KING. I would like to ask the gentleman from Maine 
question. Who is responsible for and under whose direction a 
these expenditures made? 
Mr. MURCH. If I could hear the gentleman’s question I wo 
: Mr. UPDEGRAFTF, of Iowa. Was that money expended ! endeavor to answer it. 
Mr. REAGAN. Three thousand dollars I find has been expended. When the hammer fell, Mr. Chairman, I was saying that we were 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order upon | a ship-building city, and this, coupled with our large product 
the statement made without undertaking to decide now what may | the best lime manufactured in the country, makes this port very 
be the character of the bill, because on that question the Chair may | portant in a local sense. 
want to hear the views of gentleman on the floor. But, Mr. Chairman, I will let the board of engineers testify 
Mr. MURCH. Mr. Chairman, I went before the Committee on | this subject. In 1852 Lieutenant J. Newton, (now General Nen t 
Commerce for the purpose of the United States Engineer Corps, made a report to the Chief Eu- 
Mr. REAGAN. Let the amendment be reported again. gineer of the Army, from which I make the following extracts 
The amendment was again read. 


Mr. CLYMER. I make the point of order upon that 
: Mr. MURCH. I will state to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that there was an appropriation made last year for this purpose. may sentient, Thewit 
Mr. CLYMER. Then I withdraw the point of order. to the winds that range from north-northeast pte a 4 ee ths 
: mow Mr. Chair 7 “ae \ . \ east-northeast traverses from twenty to thirty miles of the Penobscot bay bel 
Mr. MURCH. Mr. Chairman, I went beforethe Committee on Com- | entering the harbor, which, with the great depth of water, occasions a very hea 
merce during one of its sittings urging this appropriation, but they | sea. When the winds are more easte erly the sea is less on account of nter] 


fr. MURCH. I now offer the following amendment— 

Mr. COX. I make the point of order on that paragraph of the bill. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Maine will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

For improving Rockland Harbor, Maine, $25,00 

The CHAIRMAN. Before the gentleman from Maine proceeds the 
gentleman from New York makes the point of order against the para- 
graph just read. 

Mr. REAGAN. Idesire to ask if the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Iowa has been voted upon ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. COX. I made the point of order because I want to inquire 
whether any appropriation for this purpose has been heretofore made. 
I wish to know whether it is in the continuation of appropriation for 
work there or whether it is new work ? 

Mr. REAGAN. Twenty thousand dollars was appropriated for this 
work last year. 

Mr. COX. Then the point of order probably will not lie on this 
paragraph. 


— 








It is the only harbor for the larger class of vessels between Townsent 
fast, embracing an extent of coast of nearly seventy-five miles. These! 
Owl's Head and Jameson's Point—are two miles nine hundred yard 
other and may be said to form the entrance to the harbor, which is t! 





i rejected the application on the ground that the board of engineers on of the aan — menow — inte eo = y ooutl, eig tt nl 
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘e . } ' hi x ~~ 7 F, hair ay . — a> 4 miles distant from the entrance to the harbor 1en east Dy sou oT easts 
i had made no report upon this. Since issuing their annual report 2 | east, or near these points, a heavy sea is thrown in from the ocean which is sa 
plan has been adopted for the construction of this break water at | be more destructive than any other to which the bottom is exposed i though 
K Rockland. Twenty thousand dollars was appropriated for this pur- | passes into the harbor in a rather indirect manner between the Fox and ™ 
pose last year, and the local engineer there has already advertised for | Islands. These winds bring in a vast body of water, with a heavy gto 





. ashing the wharves ar ausing vessels to drag their anchors 
proposals to construct the breakwater. I could have the reports of | V#8»ing the wharves and causing vessels ¢ 
the engineers read ce as far back as 1856 showing the great neces- a ee me i 1 ie : 
. . . + . . he harbor is accessible with all winds as long as a vessel ca 
: ; meneame? ; ; 
sity for this improvement.. . 7 : . , ae free from obstructions he bottom is of blue clay and forms 
Mr. Chairman, this is & harbor, and the only one which can be | cellent holding ground. * * * Vessels running down the bay, with 
reached by vessels within a range of seventy-five miles on that | threatening from ‘the usual quarter, after passing Rockland 


coast. In our semi-aretic region the fall and winter navigation of a ange until tl ney. reach a 5 Get, —_ : rine tres ns ne lat 
« ti , » Site ; . padi >A 1 . mu 118 place elng sma is often crowded, anc cap. le rt hit - 
that section of our State is exceedingly difficult and dangerous. We | that they are obliged to continue this course fifteen celled menee bb Town 


® * * * * 
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have located now a life-saving station within ten miles of this place, | furnishés a safe and spacious anchoring ground. Again, vessels bound 
there be ing no harbor in which a vessel of any proper dimensions | bay, with a storm threatening, would not leave Townsend or Herrit =, 
there was a good harbor at Rockland. * * Besides the protection to 5 


can enter for the purpose of shelter from storms. There is, as I have 
stated, no adequate harbor in a range of seventy-five miles on that 
coast. The work there is ready to be begun. 

The local engineer in charge has planned a breakwater, and in ; ¢ fourishi 

. . . . . » . re ATS. 2 pe s shily } 

such a manner that every appropriation which may be made for it is | 8P@¢e of ten years, and is deservedly considered one of the Srobably not fail 

=a: : : “IE . 7 . in Maine. Its prosperity flows from a source which will probably 
utilized, and if discontinued for any purpose no bad results will fol- | \it the manufacture of lime. 
low and no loss accrue to the Government. I come before thiscommit- | The number of barrels of lime manufactured is now 1,000,000 per annu 


commerce by a breakwater at Rockland, there is a large loc al interest invol 
this matter, three hundred vessels, coasters and fishing craft, are owne 1 a, 
about two hundred more are estimated as trading with the place. Rock! and, an 
avery small y illage, has grown into a large town of 7,000 inhabitants withi 
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: rn ee ee ee ee ee ee : 
. of which 70,000 cords of wood are required. The value of property annu- | fault with the amount of money appropriated for any of the rivers ; 
barnioat and consequently exposed is— = and harbors outside of my own State. But I wish to urge upon the 

r? on parrels of lime at eighty cents per barre! ...... wat teeeeereeees $300, 000 | committee the necessity and importance of this work situated in my 

1M cords of wood at $3 per Cord....--+.---++-+++- ssosseessesceceees 310,000) Oven State, with the wants and necessities of which Iam familiar. I do 

; Potal....c<ceeeeeeeeeeceece terete settee seeeee assess seeees ....---. 1,010,000 | not object to this bill because it appropriates Loo much money. I 

To tl * aaa be added the value of vessels, (over one million more.) Besides the base my objections to it upon the fact that it has not discriminated in 


t of its own population Rockland supplies a large back country, and by this | favor of the important works, and has made appropriations, large 
a other branches of trade which are continually augmenting. In tine Rock- appropriations, for what in my judgment are unimportant works. 
nd is in¢ reasing rapidly, and bids fair to increase for a long time My idea of the duties devolving upon the Committee on Commerce 
is that they should take into consideration first the question as to 
what is absolutely necessary for the improvement of a certain river 
me aS a eee ey a ee 4, | or harbor, and what are the obstructions which have to be removed 
This report, Mr. or ameggne thera modi eane ow ah Ranga ae in the interest of commerce. The next question to be considered 
1s see What more modern of then adie . ae on IN la G td os ‘dl should be the importance and the amount of commerce carried upon 
from the report of Generals Tower and Newton, addresse¢ the river or entering the harbor. 

I speak, Mr. Chairman, in behalf of Oakland Harbor, a portion of 
the bay of San Francisco. Oakland Harbor is on the east side of the 
bay of San Francisco. The Government has already appropriated 
some two hundred and fifty thousand dollars or more for the improve- 
ment of this harbor to which is brought the commerce of the Asiatic 
countries, and of the whole interior portion of my State. The people 
in the great producing valleys of the Sacramento and the San Joaquin 
find that Oakland Harbor is the point from which the wheat pro- 
duced in the State should be shipped to foreign markets. And the 
commerce coming from China and Japan by sea ought to be landed 
at the Oakland wharf for reshipment over the great overland high- 
way of the country. Oakland is the terminal point of the two great 
transcontinental railroads, 

My amendment is to appropriate $100,000 instead of $60,000 for 
the purpose of continuing this improvement. The State of Califor 
nia, let me say to the committee, is entitled to some little considera- 
tion. I find upon consulting the records and the statistics that the 
bay and the harbor of San Francisco, of which this improvement is a 
part, in the amount of money collected as custom duties is the fourth 
harbor in the United States; only three other ports collecting more 
than is collected at the harbor and port of San Francisco. I find that 
in the payment of internal revenue California stands ninth on the 
list of States; only eight States paying more than California pays 
into the Treasury of the United States. In the Public Lands Depart- 
ment California pays more money into the Treasury than any other 
State. In point of tonnage it is the third of all the States in the 
Union. It is this harbor which must receive the commerce of Asia. 
There is not a port more important, not only to the Pacific coast but 
to the entire country. The tea and coffee shipped from foreign ports 
ought to have their reshipment from this harbor. We propose to 
remove the obstructions that are there. 

I see the chairman is about to let the hammer fall. I hope some 
gentleman will take the floor and yield me five minutes. 

Mr. ANDERSON. If I am recognized I yield five minutes to the 
gentleman from California. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection ? 

Mr. SPARKS. Oh, we cannot agree to that. 

The CHAIRMAN, Objection is made. 

Mr. ANDERSON. No gentleman rises in his place to object. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move to strike out the last word, and will give 
the gentleman my time. 

Mr. PAGE. Am I permitted to go on? 

The CHAIRMAN. No gentleman having risen in his place to 
object, the gentleman from California may proceed. 

Mr. BARBER. I wish to ask the gentleman from California how 
much is the unexpended appropriation ? 

Mr. PAGE. The amount appropriated last year was $30,000, and 
of that $60,000 was tied up by a foolish provision attached to the 
appropriation. 

Now, this is the first opportunity that California has ever had upon 
the tloor of this House, in the eight years that I have been a mem 
ber of it, to present her claims before the people of this country for 
appropriations of this character. This is the first river and harbor 
bill that during that time has ever been before the House for discus- 
sion. 

Consequently the time of the Committee on Commerce is very much 
taken up with theirown matters. I acquit them of any intention to 
do any injustice to anyone. But that committee has really not time 
to hear the two hundred and ninety-three members of this House 
separately in presenting their claims for consideration. My judg- 
ment is that this is the proper way in which a bill of this kind should 
be considered ; in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
If two hundred and ninety-three members cannot be depended upon 
to pass upon the question of properly distributing over ten million 
dollars, how can it be expected that a committee of only fifteen mem- 
bers can do it ? 

I have never asked and I do not now ask for one dollar of appro 
priation that is not of general interest, not simply for the people of 
one locality, but for the people of an entire State. The State of Cal 
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ror the above reasons I recomme nd Rockland Harbor for the proposed break- 
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following = : an 
ae Chief of Engineers, United States Army, under date of Septem- 
ver 10, 1880: 
rhe harbor of Rockland, an indentation of the coast at the southwest extremity 
s penobacot Bay, is formed by the erecins headlands of Owl's Head and Jame- 
n's Point. It is exposed to the direct action of the winds from N, 22° E. to 8. 
> £.; from N. 22° E. to N. 70° E. The winds generally have the whole sweep of 
ha bay, with a rake of twenty-three miles, throwing in a heavy sea. ; 
Ww hon the wind is east-southeast, or about that point, it is said thata heavy ground- 
-o]] is thrown into the harbor, more destructive than any other to which the bot- 
: nis exposed, though it passes into the harbor in an indirect manner. * * * 
he harbor has a wide entrance and good anchorage, is deep and spacious, and with 
‘ompetent protection would prove valuable as a harbor of refuge. From thereturns 
Ja by the light-keeper at Owl’s Head, it appears that between sunrise and sunset, 
*, January 1 to December 31, 1879, the number of vessels passing his station 
janted to 21,539, including barks, brigs, schooners, sloops, and steamers. This 
eration excludes vessels passing outside through the Fox IslandChannel. If 
» the above be added those passing after sunset, the number might be estimated 
at nearly thirty thousand. ; ; 
” No convenient harbor of refuge exists for a long stretch of coast, the contigu- 
; harbor at Owl's Head being exposed to winds trom N, 28° E. to E. 
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Now. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that in view of the facts em- 

: braced in the foregoing extracts from the reports of engineering ex- 
nerts,and in the fact that we have a line of ocean steamers every 
day in the week from Boston, and a line of steamers from Portland 
touching nearly every day, with two lines of steamers running from 
Rockland to Mount Desert, with a number of smaller steamers run- 
ning to the adjacent islands, that we present almost as meritorious 
claim for improvements as is presented for the improvement of the 
Little Kanawha in West Virginia. 

The neglect to appropriate for the breakwater at Rockland may 
occasion great loss of life and property. Our hardy seamen need this 
protection. Our commerce that now exists demands the construction 
of this breakwater. The Government can well afford it and this 
Congress will be remiss in its duties if it refuses the small amount of 
$25,000 asked for. 

The question being taken on Mr. Murcn’s amendment there were— 
ayes 38, noes 76. 

Mr. MURCH. A quorum has not voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. A quorum not having voted, the Chair appoints 
as tellers the gentleman from Maine, Mr. Murcn, and the gentle- 
man from Texas, Mr. REAGAN. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 46, 
noes 106, 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph : 

Improving harbor at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, $20,000. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move to strike out the last word in the 
paragraph just read. I am prepared to vote for the proposition if it 
is a proper one ; but I do not know anything about it. The commit- 
tee have told us nothing about it, but have merely put it in the bill. 
I want the chairman of the Committee on Commerce to explain why 
the harbor at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, requires $20,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The chairman of the committee in giving that 
explanation would have to confine his remarks to the amendment, 
W hich is, to strike out the last word. The gentleman from New York 
night reach his object by moving to strike out the whole clause. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Then I move to strike out the paragraph. 
And I ask the chairman of the committee if he can give any good rea- 
son why the appropriation should be made? [Afterapause.] If the 
chairman of the committee is to sit down and give no answer because 
he can give none, I withdraw my amendment. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph : 

Improving harbor at Provincetown, Massachusetts, $5,000. 


Mr. COX. Are these new or old works ? 
Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachusetts. They are old works. 
7 Mr. REAGAN, I think all these paragraphs make appropriations 
: ‘or continuing old works. 
The Clerk read the following : 


i Improving Oakland Harbor, California, $60,000; and the sums of money hereto- 
ated ad wiated for this improvement and unexpended are hereby reappropri- 
“a; Dut the sums so appropriated and a shall not be available until 


the right of the United States to the bed of the estuary and training-walls of this 
Work is seer 


: ared. ; p 5 G in am: -r satis - . : : ‘ : . snes 
the Secretary of ee nD Se TEED, SS SRNR RO © | ine will export this year in wheat alone over fifty millions of bush 
ces Mr. PAGE ¢ ame 31 ie] 2 » deak els. It is a State that produces more wool for exportation than any 
t The nae ania taeetiiiatlatanss other State in the Union, and also more wine. The harbor on the 
Strik : 7 . east side of the bay of Saa Francisco is the terminal point of two 
o Strike out $60,000 and insert $100,000. y : 


great transcontinental railroads, where ship and car can meet and 
exchange the commerce not only of the State of California and of 


a a 


Mr. PAGE. Mr. Chairman, it is not my purpose to criticise or find 
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the Pacitic coast as well as of the Indies, but of the Eastern States 
also. 

rhe people of the eastern portion of this country are interested that 
the commerce which they send to and receive from the Pacific coast 
shall not be landed on the San Francisco side of the bay, where they 
are compelled to pay storage and wharfage, &c., and then to take it 
in cars across the ferry to Oakland. It is for their interest that the 
ship as it comes in from foreign ports shall be able to sail up to the 
wharf, there to meet the car which will take the commodities it 


e 
bears and carry it for three thousand miles across to the eastern por- 


tion of this country. 

I ask that the appropriation I have indicated be made, and I desire 
to say that later on I shall move to strike out the proviso in this par- 
agraph, and I think I can give good reasons why that proviso should 
be stricken out. 

Mr. COX. I rise to oppose any increase of appropriation in this 
bill, and I do soupon a groundwhich I think the people will approve 
and which I trust this House will confirm. We are piling up taxes 

nordinately upon the people of this country and their industries. 
The men who tavor a high protective tariff are also and always in 
favor of these large expenditures ; and those who will act wisely as 
to lessening our taxes will disfavor these large expenditures, such as 
are contained in this bill, for all sorts of improvements. 

We have now two modes of collecting the revenues for the support 
of this Government. About three-fifths of the amount for the support 
of the Government is collected on imported commodities ; about two- 
tifths internal revenue, mostly on spirits, tobacco, &c. A large 
amount of taxes collected on imported commodities is collected from 
articles of absolute utility, not upon luxuries. 

Under our present tariff laws (see Spofford’s Almanac, 1879) over 

ity-six million dollars is collected upon cotton manufactures, wool 
ts manufactures, flax and its manufactures, hemp and its manu- 


glassware, leather fabrics, breadstufis and provisions, rice, salt, wood 
1ufactures, sugar and molasses, and tin and its manufactures. 
ast year we raised nearly a hundred millions of dollars from such 
sources. What are these immense sums raised for? To pay these con- 
tractors or somebody for these works on streams, in harbors, &c.— 
unconstitutional purposes, according to democratic authority. 

Now, where one dollar of the amount raised under our tariff system 
goes into the Treasury, I believe I could demonstrate, if I had more 
time than five minutes—and I think the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
REAGAN] would bear me out in that—where you get one dollar into 


g 
the Treasury you impose upon the people ten dollars of taxation which 
never sees the Treasury. It goes elsewhere. Where does it go to? 
Every one who votes to pile up these taxes upon the people by in- 
creasing appropriations for such internal improvements as this bill 
contains must bear in mind that for the ten millions of dollars which 
is appropriated by this bill a hundred millions of dollars is taken out 
of the pockets of the people, which does not go into the Treasury, 
but goes to the bounty-fed manufacturers of certain pet localities. Mr. 
Chairman, I may be asked how much is collected from the people for 
their luxuries by their indirect tariff taxation. I willrefer them to 
page 37 of the American Almanac of 1879. We will there find that 
diamonds, dolls, embroideries, feathers, furs, silks, spirits, tobacco, 
watches, toys, plate glass, musical instruments, and one or two other 
articles yielded a custom revenue of less than $30,000,000. 

Mr. DUNN. Suppose that this bill should not pass? Will taxa- 
tion be thereby reduced ? 

Mr. COX. I think if we should cultivate certain habits that look 
to economy and frugality in our expenditures we would here soon 
begin to remodel our tax system to correspond so that after a while 
t will be all right with my friend from Arkansas [Mr. DUNN] and 
his fleeced constituents. How could there be any trouble, if we should 
try the experiment of frugality and stop paying out these moneys 
for wasteful and useless and abnormal purposes? But so long as 
there is a plethora in the Treasury, growing out of immense direct 
and indirect taxes, so long will these big bills come rolling in. 

I want to cut down all taxation, by tariff or otherwise. I would 
take the tax off legacies, matches, stamps, medicines, &c. Iam in 
favor, Mr. Chairman, [ Mr. CARLISLE in the chair,] of the bill which 
you have in charge, and at the same time, I would endeavor to razee 


these insidious robberies, or rather burglaries in the form of tariff 


duties. Pile up taxes by these river and harbor appropriations for 
little streams and great streams, useful harbors and useless harbors, 
in one bill, without discrimination, and so long as you do it there will 
be a lamentable lack of that reform which is needed in our revenue 
laws and exchequer. 

The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
question is upon the amendment of the gentleman from California, 
[ Mr. PaGr,] to increase the appropriation for Oakland Harbor from 
$60,000, as provided in the bill under consideration, to $100,000. 

The question was taken upon the amendment; and, upon a divis- 
ion, there were—ayes 60, noes 79. 

No further count being called for, the amendment was not agreed 
to. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is now growing late; and I presume it is not the 
desire of the committee to continue the consideration of the bill later 
this evening, though of conrse that would be agreeable to me. As 
there are a great many gentlemen who have expressed a desire that 
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the committee rise, and the House adjourn, I make 
the committee rise. 

Mr. PAGE. Ihave one more amendment 

Mr. REAGAN. Very well; go on. 

Mr. KENNA. I hope the committee will not rise. 
very satisfactory progress. 

Mr. PAGE. I have no objection to the committee rising 
the general desire. “ 

The CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman from Texas move that + 
committee rise ? “at the 

Mr. REAGAN. No, sir; I withdraw the motion. 

Mr.CAMP. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I hope the gentleman will withdraw the motior 
If we do not get on with this bill an hour or two this evening ‘one 0 
lose the bill. This House has sat through the hours of the sieht 
upon a mere private bill, and I do not see why members should }, 
unwilling to stay here awhile longer to work upon this ye : 
portant public measure. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order!” 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not debatable. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Camp, it w 
to, there being—ayes 95, noes 55. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Who\p 
had had under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appro. 
priations for the construction, completion, repair, and preservatio, 
of certain works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes, ‘ 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSoN, one of its secretaries 
announced that the Senate had agreed to the report of the commit: 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1327) to grant lands 
to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and Wyoming, for university 
purposes. ; 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed a bill and 
joint resolution of the following titles; in which the concurrence of 
the House was requested : 

A bill (S. No. 2075) to amend section 989, Revised Statutes, relative 
to suits against officers of the United States; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 156) in relation to the Internationa] 
Exhibition of 1883. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Iask leave to have an amendment printed in the 
RecorD. [Cries of “ Regular order!” ] 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. ATKUNs, it was 
agreed to; and accordingly (at five o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m 
the House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were laid 
the Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of ex-soldiers, now citize 
Phillips County, Kansas, against the passage of the sixty-surgeor 
pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of John Stockton, Samuel 
Smith, and other soldiers of Clinton County, Kentucky, against th 
passage of the Senate bill No. 496—to the same committee. 

By Mr. COVERT: The petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
New York, for the passage of the Lowell bankruptcy bill—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

3y Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Reinbeck, | 
against the passage of the Senate bill No. 496—to the Committe: 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of citizens of Ohio for the passage 
of the interstate commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio for the passage of an income- 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FISHER: The petition of soldiers of Perry County, Penn- 
sylvania, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496--to the Commit 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FORD: The petition of James Booky and others, citizens 0! 
Michigan, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HASKELL: The petitions of ex-soldiers of Wyandotte, 


Labette, and Cherokee Counties, Kansas, of similar impori—to 
same committee. are 
By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of 100 soldiers of Warwick Count 
Indiana, for the equalization of soldiers’ bounties, and against the 
passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the same committee. 
By Mr. HUMPHREY: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce | 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the repeal of the tax on bank deposits 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. * 
Also, the petition of H. Watterson and others, of Ono, Wiscons!”, 
for the passage of an income-tax law—to the same committee, 
Also, the petition of George Harris and others, of Ono, W isconsiv, 
that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a department—to the Cou 
mittee on Agriculture. te 
Also, the petition of A. W. Oglevie and others, of Ono, W isconsin, 
for the amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Pate * z 
Also, the petition of Edwin Van Shoonhover and others, of One, 
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visconsin, for legislation regulating interstate commerce—to the 
' mittee On Commerce. y cee oe 
‘py Mr. LAPHAM: Resolution of the Chamber of C ommerce of New 
york ‘favoring the passage of the Lowell bankrupt bill—to the Com- 
ittee on the Judiciary. a ee 
“py Mr. LINDSAY : Phe petition oi Martin W. Frederic, against the 
"oe of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
ier. MCMAHON: The petition of John G. Doren, for reimburse- 
: i ‘of money necessarily expended by him in the preparation of 
a ieee to House printed matter from January 1, 1878, to January 
i<=]—to the Committee on Accounts. on 
By Mr. OVERTON: The petition of Ezra Bailey and 29 other sol- 
-. of Bradford County, Pennsylvania, against the passage of Sen- 
“> bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
"Bw Mr. PHISTER: The petition of George R. Sample, for the re- 
of the revenue law which requires the stamping of proprietary 
* wdicines—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
“be Mr, POUND: The petitions of Randolph Voight and 27 others, 
of James R. Lace, Henry Curran, and 59 others, ex-soldiers, of 
Wisconsin, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, known as the 
axty-surgeons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
‘Ry Mr. PRICE: The petition of 44 citizens of lowa, of similar im- 
nort—to the same committee. ; 
. By Mr. SCOVILLE: The petition of Edward Gilbert and others, 
‘Tonawanda, New York, of similar import—to the same committee. 
‘Re Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of Major J. M. Gaston 
2°11 other ex-soldiers, of Finleyville, Pennsylvania, of similar im- 
nort-—to the same committee. 
‘Ry Mr. SHERWIN: The petition of W. H. Cowlin and 51 other 
soldiers, of similar import—to the same committee. 
By Mr. WILLIAM G. THOMPSON: The petition of David Byers, 
‘nd 40 other soldiers, of Iowa, of similar import—to the same com- 






" By Mr. TYLER: The petition of W. C. Clark and other soldiers, 

of Vermont, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the Reform Association of Brooklyn, New York, 
for reform in the civil service—to the Committee on Reform in the 
Civil Service. 

Mr. J. T. UPDEGRAFF: The petition of J. K. Murphy and 203 
thers, citizens of Belmont County, Ohio, that the Bureau of Agri- 
lture bb made a department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

by Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of A. W. Goodspeed and 29 
thers, citizens of Stearns County, Minnesota, for the passage of an 

me-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for legislation to protect 

nocent purchasers from the impositions of frandulent venders of 

tents and patent-rights—to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. WISE: The petition of W. A. Nichols and 54 others, of sim- 
ir import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Simon Fisher and 54 others, that the Bureau 
Agriculture be made a department—to the Committee on Agri- 
iture, 

\lso, the petition of Joseph Jemison and 53 others, for the passage 

ian income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

\lso, the petition of H. L. Spires and other soldiers, against the 
passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





IN SENATE. 

MonDAY, February 14, 1881. 

, he Senate met at eleven o’clock a. m. 
Rev. J.J. Buttock, D. D. 


Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and 
approved, 


Prayer by the Chaplain, 


CREDENTIALS. 
the VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of FRaNcis M. 
‘CKRELL, chosen by the Legislature of Missouri a Senator from 
t State for the term beginning March 4, 1881; which were read 
. ordered to be filed. 

Mr. HOAR presented the credentials of HeNry L. Dawes, chosen 
‘y the Legislature of Massachusetts a Senator from that State for 
¢ term beginning March 4, 1881; which were ordered to be filed. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
‘ VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message from the 
‘cent of the United States, transmitting the final report of the 
inissioners having charge of the repavement of Pennsylvania 
‘venue between the Treasury Department and the Capitol grounds; 
— | was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
«nd ordered to be printed. 
PRINTING OF EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
_ jit. COCKRELL. [I notice that on Saturday the Chair “ laid before 
the Senate a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, trans- 
itting copies of letters from the Commissioner of Pensions relative 
0 The iti . “ZZ: we . . 
on condition of the working force of his office and his appropria- 
10D ir ; * w: > . 
0 tor contingent expenses ;’ which was referred to the Commit- 
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tee on Appropriations.” I think, as that information isdesired by every 
Senator, those letters should be printed ; and I make that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 





PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented the petition of the National Tem- 
perance Society, Hon. William E. Dodge president, J. N. Stearns 
corresponding secretary, praying for a constitutional amendment to 
prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages through- 
out our national domain. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands that similar 
petitions have hitherto gone to the Committee on Finance, and this 
petition will be so referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented resolutions of the Board of Trade 
of Chicago, Illinois, favoring an appropriation for a harbor of refuge 
in Milwaukee Bay; which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented the petition of the Board of Trade of Chicago, 
Illinois, praying for the passage of a law to prevent the adulteration 
of food and drugs; which was referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of the Home Bitters Com- 
pany, of Saint Louis, Missouri, remonstrating against abolishing the 
stamp tax on proprietary medicines; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON. I am requested to present the petition of the Good 
Templars of Connecticut, officially signed, praying for a constitu- 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of alcoholic 
beverages throughout our nationaldomain. I am led to say, in offer- 
ing this petition, that I hope and trust there will be a constitutional 
amendment adopted previous to this one so that the count of the 
electoral votes once in four years may be had without terror going 
all over this land. It will be time enough then, in my judgment, to 
consider a constitutional amendment of this character. I move that 
the petition be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the petition of the Good Templars of 
New Jersey, officially signed, praying for a constitutional amendment 
to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages 
throughout our national domain; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I presenta similar petition of the Good Templars 
of Virginia, which I move be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I present the petition of the Grand Divis- 
ion of the Sons of Temperance of the State of Georgia, officially signed, 
asking for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture 
and sale of all alcoholic beverages throughout our national domain. 
As the petition asks for an amendment to the Constitution, I think 
it ought to go to the Committee on the Judiciary, though. the peti- 
tioners have coupled it with a special request that it go to a special 
committee on alcoholic liquors. I move its reference to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, as it proposes a constitutional amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope my friend will not insist on that motion. 
That very proposition was made several years ago, and after a very 
full discussion, by an almost unanimous vote of the Senate, it was 
decided that this matter touched the revenue so closely that the Com- 
mittee on Finance was the proper committee to consider it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Such petitions have hitherto gone to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. THURMAN. They have all been so referred, and I hope this 
petition will take the same course. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. I do not understand what the Committee 
on Finance has to do with amending the Constitution; but as I am 
ready to do almost anything to gratify my friend from Ohio, I will 
agree to a reference to that committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. HARRIS. I present the memorial of the ex-trustees of the pub- 
lic schools of the District of Columbia, remonstrating against a pro 
posed amendment to the bill (H. R. No. 5541) to establish a municipal 
code for the District of Columbia. Notwithstanding the bill has been 
reported to the Senate, I move the reference of the memoria! to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COKE presented the petition of the Galveston Temple of Honor, 
of the State of Texas, officially signed, praying for a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic bev- 
erages throughout our national domain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of the Grand Temple of Honor 
and Temperance of New York, officially signed, praying for a consti- 
tutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alco- 
holic beverages throughout our national domain ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr, RANSOM presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of North Carolina, officially signed, praying for a constitu- 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic 
beverages throughout our national domain; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. BECK. Within the last few minutes I have found upon my 
table this note: 

WASHINGTON, February 14, 1881. 

Dear Sin: Will you have the kindness to present to the Senate the in losed pet 
tion and request its reference to a select committee on the alcoholi liquor traflic. 

Very truly, yours a 
A. M. POWELL 
Hon. J. B. Br 
‘he petition for the proposed constitutional amendment reads: 

The undersigne d. citize: of O » request a constitution il ame ndment to be 
adopted 

It seems to be officially signed ; but as Ido not believe in meddling 
with what people eat or drink and do not think Congress has any- 
thing to do with it, and as I do not propose to meddle with what the 
people of Ohio want, I take the liberty of turning the petition over 
to the senior Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. THURMAN. ] 

Mr. THURMAN. I will present the petition. I present the petition 
of citizens of my State, in decent and respectful language, and I pre- 
sent also another petition of the same kind, praying for the adoption 
of a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale 
of all acoholic beverages throughout the national domain, and I move 
tiat they be referred to the Committee on Finance, as I cannot move 
for a select committee, as the petition specifies. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire of the Chair whether there is a select 
committee on alcoholic beverages ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair knows of no such select com- 
mittee. These petitions have hitherto gone tothe Committee on Fi- 
nance, and the petition presented by the Senator from Ohio will be 
so referred. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Nebraska, officially signed, praying for a con- 
stitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all 
alcoholic beverages throughout our national domain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of E. Whitcomb and 59 others, citi- 
zens of Friend, Nebraska, surviving soldiers of the war for the Union, 
remonstrating against the passage of the bill (8S. No. 496) providing 
for the examination and adjudication of pension claims; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Iowa, officially signed, praying for the pro- 
hibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of the State Temperance 
Union of Rhode Island, signed by Edwin Metcalf, president; H. W. 
Conant, corresponding secretary; Charles E. Carpenter, treasurer, 
and J. Hobart Cross and H. H. Richardson, vice-presidents, praying 
for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale 
of all alcoholic beverages throughout our national domain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union and the petition of the Temple of Honor and 
Temperance, of Vermont, officially signed, praying for a constitu- 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alco- 
holic beverages throughout our national domain; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOAR presented a resolution of the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, favoring the enactment of such laws as will promote the re- 
vival of the commercial marine of the nation; which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, as follows: 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
In the year 1881. 
Resolution regarding the revival of American commerc 

Resolved, That our Senatorsand Representatives in Congress be requested to use 
their earnest and continued efforts toward securing the passage of such measures 
by the Congress of the United States as will in their judgment best promote an 
early and permanent revival of the commercial marine of the nation 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor is hereby requested to transmit a 
copy of this resolution to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

SENATE, February 4, 1881 

Passed. Sent down for concurrence 

S. N. GIFFORD, Clerk. 


House OF REPRESENTATIVES, February 9, 1881. 

Passed in concurrence. 

GEO. A. MARDEN, Clerk. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of D. N. Runnels, of Port Huron, 
Michigan, praying that the Canadian barge W. J. Spicer, rebuilt in 
the United States, be granted the privileges and protection of an 
American-built vessel; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. PLATT. I present the petition of the Good Templars of Con- 
necticut, officially signed, representing 4,000 members, praying for 
the adoption of a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufact- 
ure and sale of alcoholic beverages throughout our national domain. 
This petition is accompanied by a request that it should be referred 
to a select committee on the alcoholic liquor traffic. I understand 
that these petitions have gone hitherto to the Committee on Finance, 
but I understand also that petitions of this character referred to the 
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Committee on Finance have received noaction. Ishould be y 
if there were a select committee to which they could be Seine , oad 
cause I think the subject is a grave one, and it ought to } aoe 


ered by a committee that has time to devote to the sy 
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there is no such committee, and as it is too late in the seeslon ta. 
for the raising of such a committee, I suppose it will take the. 


course and go to the Committee on Finance. - 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred + 
mittee on Finance, 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I present the petition of the Woman’ ( 
Temperance Union of Rhode Island, signed by Mrs. J. kK. Ban, 
president ; Mrs. George F. Martin, vice-president ; Mrs. ¢. 7 jy. 
gins, treasurer; and Mrs. E. 8. Burlingame, corresponding se ee 
all most estimable ladies of Rhode Island, praying for a cone: 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all! * 
holic beverages throughout our nationaldomain. I move, aces... 
to the custom of the Senate, that this petition be referred to th, Cone 
mittee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the memorial of Elijah F. Locke 
others, citizens of Apponang, Rhode Island, surviving soldiers , 
war of the rebellion, remonstrating against the passage of t} a kin) 
(S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication 0; 
sion claims; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PADDOCK presented the petition of J. Mason Smith and othor 
of North Bend, Nebraska, praying for a constitutional amendmey:; 
prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages thro 
out our national domain; which was referred to the Committe. 
Finance. , 

He also presented the petition of Frederick Mende and othe; 
Camp Sheridan, Nebraska, and the petition of D. C. Simmons 
others, of Salem, Nebraska, Union soldiers, praying for the passavo 
of the amendment reported by the Committee on Pensions to the p; 
(S. No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudicatio: 
sion claims; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a memorial of the Legis. 
lature of Wisconsin, favoring an appropriation for the constrnec:, 
of a harbor of refuge in Milwaukee Bay; which was referred t 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, fayo; 
ing an appropriation for the completion of the harbor of Ahnepee 
Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr.. THURMAN presented the petition of L. W. Richardson 
others, of Defiance, Ohio, soldiers of the late war, praying for th: 
passage of the amendment reported by the Committee on Pensions of 
the United States Senate to the bill (S. No. 496) providing for t 
examination and adjudication of pension claims; which was order 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of the grand division of the 
Sons of Temperance of South Carolina, officially signed, praying for 
a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale 
all alcoholic beverages throughout our national domain; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union of Delaware, officially signed, praying for a constit 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all al 
holic beverages throughout our national domain; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Goo 
Templars of Virginia, officially signed, praying for a constitutiona 
amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic bi 
erages throughout our national domain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PLUMB presented the memorial of Levi Morris and others, cit! 
zens of Dunlap, Kansas, and the memorial of A. Cragg and others, cit!- 
zens of Howard City, Kansas, soldiers in the late war, remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing for the exam! 
nation and adjudication of pension claims; which were ordered t 
lie on the table. : 

Mr. PLUMB. I present the petition of the Grand Lodge ot Good 
Templars of the State of Kansas, officially signed, praying for the adop- 
tion of a constitutional amendment to prevent the manufacture auc 
sale of alcoholic beverages throughout our national domain. This 
question is one which has received a great deal of attention 11 ly 
State where public opinion has been crystallized in the shape 01 a con- 
stitutional amendment, which was adopted at the recent election, | 
majority of the electors of that State, prohibiting the manufacture 0 
sale within the limits of that State of alcoholic beverages except 1° 
medicinal, mechanical, or scientific purposes. It is a matter Whi” 
I hope will receive the careful consideration of the Committee 0h 
Finance, to whom I move the reference of the petition. 

The motion was agreed to. ee 

Mr. ALLISON presented the memorial of J. H. Langdon and otiets, 
citizens of Fredericksburgh, Iowa, surviving soldiers of the wal =: 
the Union, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S.No. #9 ) 
providing for the examination and adjudication of pension Cail: 
which was ordered to lie on the table. ce 

Mr. BOOTH presented the petition of the Grand Lodge 0! Good 
Templars of California, having 13,000 members, officially signed, prs) ; 
ing for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture ane 
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le of all aleoholic beverages throughout oar national domain ; which 
ans referred to the Committee on Finance. Fi ; ee 

Mr WALLACE presented the petition of the Woman’s Christian 
‘mperance Union of Pennsylvania, officially signed, praying for a 

«citutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of 
“. aleoholie beverages throughout our national domain; which was 
~ ferre d to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ¢ OCKRELL. There has been handed to me to present to the 
g 3 ite a etition addressed to the Senate and House of Representa- 
~g aned by W. D, Crandall, grand secretary of the grand lodge 
¢ Missou i, Independent Order of Good Templars, which represents 
over 29,000 members in the State of Missouri, praying Congress, by 
appropriate legislation, to adopt and propose to the several States an 
wendment to the Constitution of the United States which when 
ratified will prevent the manufacture, importation, and sale of all 
‘v.oholie beverages throughout our national domain. I move that 
cs »e referred to the Committee on Finance. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

r. WHYTE. I present a similar petition from the State Temper- 
wee Alliance of Maryland, and I move its reference to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VANCE presented the petition of A. Jiles and others, citizens of 
North Carolina, praying for the passage of the House bill making the 
Cane Fear River in that State a free river; which was referred to 
he Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented the petition of St. Paul’s Methodist 
Episcopal church, of Delaware, Ohio, oflicially signed, praying for a 
opstitutional amendment to }rohibit the manufacture and sale of 
J] aleoholie beverages throug).out our national domain ; which was 
eferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of the Bangor Division Sons 

femperance of Maine, officially signed, praying for a constitu- 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alco- 
beverages throughout our national domain; which was referred 

to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMPTON presented the petition of the Good Templars of 
South Carolina, signed by its officers and members, asking for a con- 
stitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all 
ieoholic beverages throughout our national domain; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, in favor of the enactment of a permanent 
bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 

iary. 
ie also presented a resolution of the Shreveport Medical Society, 
Shreveport, Louisiana, in favor of clothing the National Board of 
Health with all powers necessary for the execution and enforcement 
of its rules and regulations relating to sanitation, inspection, scien- 
tific investigation, and the collection of vital statistics in so far as 
they do not conflict with the rules of State and local boards of health ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of West Virginia, in favor of ceding to that State 
the vacant lands and water-power at Harper’s Ferry, in the county 
ot Jetterson; which was referred to the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented a resolution of the Legislature of Indi- 
ana, on the subject of contagious diseases among cattle; which was 
read and ordered to lie on the table, as follows: 
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Enrolled joint resolution No. 9, (senate.) 


Whereas the live-stock interests of the country are greatly endangered by the 
existence in several of the Eastern States on the Atlantic seaboard of contagious 
pleuro-pneumonia of cattle; and 

Whereas the States, under the decision of the Federal courts, are powerless to 

protect themselves from infection from a neighboring State or to stamp out con- 
tagious diseases existing on its borders in an adjoining State; and 
Whereas this state of things has resulted in the adoption of regulations by the 
British Government which seriously interfere with our export trade in cattle with 
that country, thereby entailing great damage to all cattle raisers and feeders in the 
United States ; and 

Whereas there is now pending before the national House of Representatives at 
Washington a bill introduced by General Keirer, of Ohio, embracing measures to 
prevent the spread of contagious pleuro-pneumonia, and other contagious diseases 
* domestic animals, and to extirpate such diseases in localities where they exist : 

eretore, 
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_ esolved by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, That our Senators in 
Congress be instructed, and out Representatives requested, to use their influence 
to secure the passage of the bill knownas the Keifer bill, or such other bill as may 
be introduced in Congress for the suppression of contagious diseases of domestic 
animals in the United States. : 


WILLIAM M. RIDPATH, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
THOMAS HANNA, 
President of the senate. 
Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of the Grand Division of Sons 
of Temperance of Tennessee, officially signed, asking for a constitu- 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all aleo- 


holic beverages throughout our national domain; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
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whom was referred the bill (S. No. 2139) to amend an act to provide 
for the settlement of all outstanding claims against the District of 
Columbia, and conferring jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to hear 


the same, and for other purposes, approved June 16, 1880, reported it 
with an amendment. 

Mr. GARLAND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 2128) to amend section 699 of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to writs of error and appeals, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 5097) appropriating 
money toward the expense to be incurred in the centennial celebra- 
tion of the battle on Groton Heights, and for other purposes, reported 
it with amendments. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on Territories, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 1516) establishing the Territory of Pembina 
and providing a temporary government therefor, reported it with an 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BOOTH. The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (8S. No. 73) authorizing a payment of prize money to 
ofticers of the Farragut fleet for the destruction of enemy’s vessels in 
April, 1862, have instructed me to report it favorably with an amend- 
ment. Ihave prepared no written report; but the official correspond- 
ence discloses all the facts as well as they could be stated in a report, 
and I file that with the bill. 


COURTS IN TEXAS. 


Mr. GARLAND. lam instructed by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the bill (I. R. No. 6942) to fix the times 
for holding the district and circuit courts of the United States for the 
western district of Texas, to report it without amendment, and I am 
directed to ask for the present consideration of the bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. Is that a bill establishing new terms of the courts? 

Mr. GARLAND. It simply changes the fime of holding the courts 
at three different places, for the convenience of all persons—lawyers, 
judges, and suitors. 

Mr. HOAR. I see it is to take effect within a very few days from 
the present time. 

Mr. GARLAND. That is the reason I asked for the consideration 
of the bill now. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will hear my question, I want to ask 
him what I suppose there is probably no doubt of, whether the ques- 
tion of preserving all rights under recognizances has been considered 
by the committee? Does the bill do that? 

Mr. GARLAND. Yes, sir; everything 

Mr. HOAR. For instance, when a person has given bail to appear 
at one time, what is the effect of the bill on that obligation? 

Mr. GARLAND. Iam informed by the Representatives and Sena- 
tors interested that there is no trouble in that respect at all. Every- 
thing has been cared for, and the only reason for fixing the Ist of 
March was for the very purpose of avoiding all trouble on the point 
suggested. 

Mr. HOAR. My question was to the Senator reporting the bill, not 
to Representatives and Senators of Texas. As I understand, the bill 
changes the civil and criminal terms of the courts in the western dis- 
trict of Texas, changes the day of holding them; and it is to take 
effect within fifteen days from the present time. My question to the 
Senator is whether the bail given by criminals to appear at the old 
time at the old place is in any way saved in this bill? I did not hear 
any such provisions; and I ask whether there should not be some 
holding of the court at the old time, so that in all cases of recog- 
nizances and bail-bonds the rights of the Government may be pre- 
served? Otherwise very serious questions may arise. That is the 
inquiry which I ask the honorable Senator. 

Mr. GARLAND. I understand it now. The question has been 
considered by the committee not only in this case, but in the case in 
reference to Virginia which passed last week. The committee is 
of the opinion that the Government would not be injured in that 
respect, and it cannot run any hazard at all. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator inform me why not? 

Mr. GARLAND. That would take some time. I should have to 
cite a great many cases, and it would take a long argument; but I 
have answered the question directly that the Senator has propounded. 
I fee] sure that the general statutes on the subject of changing the 
terms of circuit and district courts are sufficient on this point. If 
the Senator desires a report upon that subject or a speech of some 
length, of course I can make it. 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose that every Senator is responsible for the 
preservation of the interests of the United States, for the correctness 
of legislation. The Congress certainly can pass no law impairing the 
obligation of a contract; and a change of the time and place of hold- 
ing a court, if it required the bail to see that the principal was pres- 
ent at the new time and place, would changethe contract. Therefore 
the criminal would be discharged. It has been usual when a law 
goes into operation between two terms of a court to insert a saving 
clause that the appearance should be made at the old place and time, 





, 








tig? 


eaves ae 





Grrr or eee es 






























































































































































snc in se, tet tit pn nent i nga 














































































































































































































seoahagiaiy owe 
potkalner as 






























































ncaa iia he 


“< 
rea 


CRE EWES 


emer ME FS 









1542 


and then the case continued to the new, so that there might be an 
opportunity for the bail to discharge themselves. 

I interpose an objection to the consideration of the bill at this time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not understand the Sen- 
ator. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that unanimous consent is asked for the 
consideration of the bill. I desire to object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Unanimous consent was asked, and there 
being no objection the bill has been considered. The question is 
whether the bill shall be ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. HOAR. It seems to me that the Senate should put in the usual 
amendment to the bill before it passes. 

Mr. MAXEY. The bill reported by the Senator from Arkansas, on 
behalf of the Judiciary Committee, is one of great importance and 
very urgent, because the Legislature of Texas is now in session, and 
it is desired to make the holdings of the State courts correspond to 
the holding of the United States circuit and district courts. I am 
receiving dispatches in regard to it, and I know it to be important. 

The point raised by the Senator from Massachusetts was considered 
by the Judiciary Committee, as the Senator who reported the bill has 
informed us. Iam not prepared to state what would be the ruling 
in the Federal courts in this regard. I do know, however, that in 
the State courts where I have knowledge of the practice it is regarded 
as not in any way whatever affecting the contracts so far as bail and 
other bonds are concerned. Being a public act of which all persons 
take notice those giving bail bonds are required to conform their ap- 
pearance to the change in the holding of the court, it being a juris- 
dictional question and not a question relating to contracts. 

Mr. HOAR. I will not insist further on the objection, but—— 

Mr. MAXEY. I hope the Senator will not, for I want the bill 
passed. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to say to the Senator from Texas, however, 
that that precise point was made on a bill which came from the Judi- 
ciary Committee at the close of the last session in regard to some 
other State, and the members of that committee themselves conceded 
the necessity of a provision reserving the rights of the Government, 
aud an amendment was put in on the floor of the Senate. Iam very 
much surprised, if I have correctly heard the reading of the bill, at 
the expression of opinion by that learned and able committee that 
you may pass a law simply changing the time and place of holding 
a court and compel all persons who, as sureties for criminals, have 
undertaken to see that they are present at one place and at one time 
to have their principal present at another place and at another time. 
It is certainly a novel doctrine; but if the Judiciary Committee, as 
the Senator says, have carefully considered this, perhaps they have 
ascertained that there are no criminals in Texas. 

Mr. MAXEY. This is precisely like a bill that has already passed 
at the present session in regard to the courts in the western district 
of Virginia, and no objection was raised; and I can see no reason 
why objection should be raised now. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 





COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. THURMAN. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
to say to the Senate that in order to discharge its duties it is very 
important that that committee should have leave during the remain- 
der of this session to sit during the sittings of the Senate, whenever 
it may find it necessary to do so; and I ask leave of the Senate that 
it may so sit. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary and in behalf of that committee, asks that 
that committee may have leave to sit during the sessions of the Sen- 
ate for the remainder of the present session of Congress. The Chair 
hears no objection, and the leave is granted. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FERRY asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 159) in relation to the barge W. 
I, Spicer; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. WitHers, Mr. Eaton, and 
Mr. BLAINE the conferees on the part of the Senate on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses upon the bill (H. R. No. 6719) making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the tiscal year ending 
June 30, 1882, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
reported an amendment intended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. 
No. 7035) making appropriations for the expenses of the government 
of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, 
and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSTON, from the Committee on Agriculture, reported an 
amendment intended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. No. 7099) mak- 
ing appropriations for the Agricultural Department of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 
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Mr. WITHERS, Mr. BECK, and Mr. MCMILLAN submitted - . 
ments intended to be proposed by them, respectively, to the hi) oe 
R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes ; which were referred to the ¢ > 


mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed - 
MU? 


POTOMAC LONG BRIDGE. 
Mr. INGALLS submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the commissioners of the District of Columbia be directed t 
to the Senate what damage has been done to the Long Bridge by the r DNS age 
in the Potomac, and whether in repairing the same some method cannot haa... 
that will diminish the probability of inundations of the city hereafter. opted 





The Senate, | 
lution. 

Mr. INGALLS. My object in introducing the resolution js ¢p 
attention to the fact that a very large proportion of the disaster +),,, 
befell this city on Saturday last is undoubtedly due to the fault 
construction of the Long Bridge. Two orthree spans of that emat 
ure were removed and now stand upon the ice perhaps a thousand 
feet below the piers from which they were swept. It is the iad 
ment of those best qualified to pass opinion upon the subject. I “sd 
lieve, that if a clear water-way had been left under that bridges . 
city would have been protected from that calamity. I hope ; at 
some action will be taken by the commissioners and by Congress }, 
the repair of that bridge to remove those causeways and preve tes 
repetition of the disaster that has befallen the city. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

NEW YORK CUSTOMS SERVICE. 

Mr. HOAR submitted the following resolution; which was , 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to the Senate 
the rules of admission to the customs service at New York approved by the Pre 
dent March 6, 1879, and January 30, 1880 and such statement of the proceed 
under the same as may show the practical effect of the operation of said rules 
the public service. 


»y unanimous consent, proceeded to consider t] 


U6 Tes 





a 


MAIL CONTRACTS, 

Mr. PLATT submitted the following resolution: which was 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post-Oflfices and Post-Roads be instru 
inquire whether the practice of the Post-Office Department in letting contracts for 
the transportation of the mails to persons who, though the lowest bidders t 
for, do not intend personally to perform such contracts, but make them sok 
the purpose of speculation, isin accordance with public policy, and if x 
means can be devised to prevent the same, and report by bill or otherwis 

ADJUSTMENT OF PENSION APPLICATIONS, 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I offer a substitute for the resolu. 
tion offered by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] a few days 
ago, providing for the appointment of three Senators to sit during 
the recess of the Senate for the purpose of inquiring into the state of 
the law relative to the adjustment of pensions. I ask that it be 
printed, so that when the resolution is called up I may move it 

The substitute is as follows: 

That a committee of three Senators be appointed by the Chair to sit during the 
recess of the Senate, with power to employ a stenographer, who shall also act as 
clerk, to send for persons and papers, administer oaths and examine witnesses, for 
the purpose of informing the Senate as to the defects of the present p¢ 
tem, and the remedy therefor, with authority to report at the next sessio 
Senate, by bill or otherwise, what measures are necessary to prevent frau 
secure the early adjudication of all applications for pension. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed substitute will be printed 
and laid on the table, subject to the call of the Senator from West 
Virginia. 






MORNING HOUR. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I ask unanimous consent that Sen- 
ate bill No. 155 may be taken up and considered at this time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will first ask the Senate to 
indicate the order of proceeding under the order by which the Senatt 
now meets at eleven o’clock. At the last session the Journal records 
as follows: 

The hour of half past twelve o'clock having arrived, the President pro t 
asked the Senate to place its construction upon the order of February 5, 180, kr wn 
as the ‘‘ Anthony Rule,” and submitted the following proposition : ‘‘ Does the o 
sideration of the Calendar continue until half past one o'clock, notwithstanding 
change of the hour of meeting of the Senate ; : 

It was unanimously determined in the affirmative. 





Shall that be the rule of the Senate for this session? As wavy 
as are in favor will say “ay;” opposed “no,” [putting the question 
The ayes evidently have it; the ayes have it. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills, in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1830) granting a pension to Peter Grattan ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1996) for the relief of W. A. Reid; i 

A bill (H. R. No. 4206) confirming and vesting the title to acert 
tract of land in Burlington, Iowa, “in the independent school ds 
trict” of said city ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 5832) for the relief of David W. Bell; bate 

A bill (H. R. No. 5989) regulating the importation of raw materia’ 
to be manufactured in the United States and used in the — 
tion and repair of vessels employed in the foreign trade, including 





between the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the United States, 
. 7 ; ¢ » e¢ 1 
it for foreign account ; anc as , | 
oF Ol (H. R. No. 7030) regulating the pension of W illiam Blaisdell. 
The message also announced that the House had passed the follow- 
| and joint resolution : 


the trade 


ing bil 


b ; 
- Trust Company, and for other purposes ; and 
ant 


4 joint resolution (S. R. No. 152) granting the use of artillery, 
; ons &c., to be used at the soldiers’ reunion to be held at Lincoln, 
Nebraska in the month of September of 1831. 
Nebraska, 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
) 


sig 
to 
dent. 


Crafts J. Wright; and it was thereupon sigued by the Vice-Presi- 


DISTRICT MUNICIPAL CODE. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President—— _ 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair had recognized the Senator 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. CAMERON, ] whose rights will be reserved. 

“Mr. HARRIS. The further consideration of the resolution which 
[ had the honor to report from the Committee on the District of Co- 
jumbia, providing for the holding of night sessions for the considera- 
tion of the District code bill was postponed several days ago until 


today. I desire very much that the Senate should vote upon that | 
resolution this morning; and all I desire to say is that unless night | 


sessions are granted I am sure that in the present condition of the 
Senate the bill cannot be considered, and unless they are granted at 
once it Will be wholly unnecessary to consider it, because if the bill 
shall be passed at a later day it will be impossible toenrollit. I hope 
the Senate will consent to vote upon the resolution this morning, and 
if the Senate votes it down I promise not to harass the ear of the 
Senate again by asking consideration of the same. I simply desire 
to test the sense of the Senate upon the question. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 

The Curer CLERK. As proposed to be amended by the Senator 
from Maryland, [Mr. WHYTE, } the resolution reads: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday the 14th of February, 1881, the Senate will 
take a recess at o'clock p.m. and meet at seven and a half o’clock p. m. for 
the purpose of considering House bill No. 5541, entitled ‘‘An act to establish a 
municipal code for the District of Columbia,” and will continue so to meet each day 
until the same shall have been finally acted upon by the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution calls for the enactment 
of a special order, and will require a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. THURMAN. I only wish to oceupy one minute’s time to say 
that I do sincerely hope the Senate will not agree to the resolution. 
[donot believe that we ought to hold night sessions where we can 
avoid it. 

Mr. KERNAN. Particularly when we meet at eleven. 

Mr. THURMAN. When we meet at eleven o’clock particularly ; 
nor dol believe it is possible to take up that voluminous bill and give 
it that careful consideration which it ought to receive, dealing as it 
does with a multitude of offenses and with various subjects of great 
importance to the people of this District at this session of Congress, 
when we have but a little more than two weeks to work. The bill 
ought to go over and be introduced and taken up at the next session 
of Congress, when there would be more time to consider it. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I understand that the bill covers over three hun- 
dred pages. 

Mr. HARRIS. Three hundred and thirty-five. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Amendments have been proposed to it, and some 
of the amendments relate to important subjects—compulsory educa- 
tion, the collection of the revenue, and licenses—that will lead toa 
very prolonged debate. I hope the Senate will be allowed to proceed 
to other and important urgent business. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator from Virginia will allow me, there 
are but three questions that will consume any time, but they may 
consume some time; it depends upon the temper of the Senate. All 
lask is a vote of the Senate, and I shall cheerfully acquiesce in its 
judgment. 

Mr. KERNAN. I think the chairman of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia has done his duty fully, but that we ought to 
take the responsibility of defeating the resolution ; and to test that, 
I move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD and Mr. WHYTE addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from New York, to lay the resolution on the table, which is 
hot debatable. 

Mr. WHYTE. I ask the Senator from New York to withdraw his 
motion for a moment, and I shall renew it. 

Mr. KERNAN. Certainly. 


ane a atse. I should like to state to the Senate the condition of 
4i8 Dili, 





Mr. KIRKWOOD. Will the Senator allow me to indicate an amend- | 


ment I should like to move before he goes on ? 
Mr, WHYTE. Certainly. 
_ Mr. KIRKWOOD. It is to strike out all after the word “ consider- 


ing” in the clause “for the purpose of considering House bill No. | 
41,” &c., and to insert “the Calendar.” That would give us night | 


‘essions, and give us the Calendar to work upon during those night 
Sessions. I propose to move that amendment. 


& vil] (S. No. 711) amending the charter of the Freedman’s Savings | 
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Mr. WHYTE. I cannot yield to the Senator from Iowa. because 


| the Senator from New York has been kind enough to withdraw his 


motion to lay on the table to enable me to say a few words in regard 
to this resolution, when I will renew his motion. 

Mr. President, I was about to say that this bill is not an ordinary 
bill introduced into Congress and passed by one House and then about 


| to be acted upon by another branch of the legislative department, 
| but the bill is a codification of laws now existing and being in oper- 
| ation in the District of Columbia, combined of general statutes of 


med the enrolled bill (S. No. 752) granting an increase of pension | 








| 





the United States, old local laws of Maryland which have been in 
operation for many years in the District, and special statute laws 
operating upon the District itself. 

This coditication is the result of the work of a commission ap 
pointed under an act of Congress, which was passed in 1878, creating 
the present form of government for the District of Columbia. It is 
therefore a digest or a code of many laws now in existence in this Dis- 
trict, but scattered, some of them almost traditionary in their char 
acter, being old laws of Maryland that are brought into operation 
here on spasmodic occasions. This code was submitted by the com- 
mission so appointed as its work. It was examined in the House by 
a sub-committee appointed specially for that purpose, was reported 
away back a year ago in the House of Representatives, considered at 
night sessions in the House, deliberately considered, and it passed 
the House and came here in March, 1880. It was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia of the Senate. That committee 
before the adjournment of Congress at its last session obtained au- 
thority from the Senate to sit during the recess, and it appointed a 
sub-committee, the honorable chairman of that committee being one 
and another Senator and myself acting as the sub-committee, and 
during the summer and fall we examined with great care this report 


| of the code. We have made certain amendments to it, but there are 


very few of them. They can be explained to the Senate in a very 
short time. The great body of the work will give rise to no discus- 
sion at all. Much of it is mere detail work and can be passed through 
the Senate without objection from any quarter. 

There are only two or three propositions, which can be discussed 
under a five-minute rule or certainly a ten-minute rule and disposed 
of. It is all-important that the great body of this bill should be dis- 
posed of immediately, and the few members who are interested in it 
Iam sure would attend a night session and allow the bill to be passed 
so far as there is no objection, reserving for those Senators who desire 
to discuss other branches of the bill those portions of the bill for 
their discussion. But if the bill does not pass at this session the 
work has to be begun all over again next December; it has to be be- 
gun again in the House and run the ordeal of nearly three hundred 
members, and then to come back here and go through the same pro- 
cess of labor and toil for other Senators, when the work has been done 
by members of this body, perhaps not as intelligently as might have 
been done by others, but certainly as conscientiously as that duty 
could have been discharged by anybody. Our work will be vain; 
the work of the recess, the work of last fall, the work of this session, 
will all be lost unless the Senate is willing to give us one or two nights 
to dispose of the bill. 

I renew the motion of the Senator from New York to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

The motion was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 3 
noes 14. 

EVENING SESSIONS FOR THE CALENDAR. 

Mr. TELLER submitted the following resolution; which was 

ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 


Resolved, That on and after Tuesday, the 15th instant, the Senate will take a 
recess at and meet again at half past seven p. m. of the same day, to con 
sider the cases on the Calendar, and bills that are not objected to shall be taken up 
in their order, and each Senator shall be entitled to speak once and for five min 
utes only upon any question, and the objection may be interposed at any stage of 
the proceedings. 





HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Representatives were sever- 
ally read twice by their titles, and referred as indicated below : 

A bill (H. R. No. 5989) regulating the importation of raw ma 
terials to be manufactured in the United States and used in the con- 
struction and repair of vessely employed in the foreign trade, in- 
cluding the trade between the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the United 
States, or built for foreign account—to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill (H. R. No. 1830) granting a pension to Peter Grattan—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. No. 1996) for the relief of W. A. Reid—to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

A bill (H. R. No. 4206) confirming and vesting the title to a cer- 
tain tract of land in Burlington, lowa, “in the independent school 
district ” of said city—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (H. R. No. 5832) for the relief of David W. Bell—to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

A bill (H. R. No. 7030) regulating the pension of William Blais- 
dell—to the Committee on Pensions. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is the consideration of 
the Calendar of General Orders under the standing order of the day. 
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Mr. WALLACE. I gave notice on Saturday at the adjournment that 
I should ask the Senate immediately on the conclusion of the morn- 
ing business to-day to take up the Post-Office appropriation bill, and 
I now ask the Senate to proceed to its consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Pennsylvania moves 
that the pending order, being the consideration of the Calendar of 
General Orders under the standing order of the day, be postponed. 
The question is on the motion to postpone. 

The motion was agreed to. , ' 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Pennsylvania now 
moves that the Senate proceed to th ion of the Post-Office 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Befor is put, I should like—— 

Mr. WALLACE. Let the bill be taken up and I will J ield the floor 
to the Senator temporarily. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The condition of things is this: Iam exceed- 
ingly anxious to have the cattle-diseases bill get the right of way in 
«hour. It seems to me the proper mode would be, if it 

take up the cattle-diseases bill in the morning hour, 
l l giving tl bill the 


» consideration 


that motion 


the mornir 
ean be dor 
and then lay aside 
day. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. 
ls nas I can 
Mr. WALLACE. 


Post-Othce 


informally, 1e appropriation 
I propose to move to take up the cattle-diseases 
get the floor. 

1 taking up the 
to yield the 


I ask that the question be put o 
appropriation bill. I am willing after that 
floor to the Senator from Iowa temporarily. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. But that does not give the cattle-diseases bill 
" ay in the morning hour hereafter. That is what I want. 
« that the Post-Office appropriation bill should 





} + * 
the right of 1 


[am perfectly willi 
take this day 
Mr. WALLACE. I cannot 


senate. 


do that. The Senator must make his 
bargain with the I will yield the floor to him to make that 
} , 


motion after the Post-Office appropriation bill is up. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I hope, then, that the Senate will not take up 
that bill now, but will vote the motion down, and let us take the 
cattle-diseases bill up, and when that shall be taken up the gentlemen 
who are promoting that bill will consent that it be laid aside infor- 
mally to go on with the appropriation bill, thus giving to that bill 
the whoie ai 


Mr. WALLACE. I cannot consent to any motion to postpone the 
of this important appropriation bill. We have spent 
four days upon it now, and we are likely to run into the night with 
its consideration to-day, and therefore I trust the Senate will pro- 
ceed with it. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I ask for the 
the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. On the motion to proceed to 
eration of the Post-Office appropriation bill at this time the 
from Iowa demands the yeas and nays. 

rhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I hope the matter may be arranged in this way : 
I regard the cattle-diseases bill as so urgently important that I think 
it should be considered to the exclusion of all other matters, except 
appropriation bills. I propose to make a motion to lay aside or post- 
pone the pending and all prior orders, with a view to proceed to the 
consideration of the cattle-diseases bill. If that motion should pre- 
vail, then I would yield to allow the Post-Office appropriation bill to 
, and at the conclusion of that the cattle-diseases 
bill would be the regular order. To carry out that programme, I 
move that the pending and all prior orders be postponed, intending 
to follow it up, if that should be agreed to, by allowing the Post-Office 
appropriation bill to go on, so that the cattle-diseases bill will be the 
regular order. I make that motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That motion is not now in order. There 
is a wotion already pending, which is that of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, which must be disposed of first. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Iowa and the Senator from Vir- 
ginia are laboring under a misapprehension as to the effect of the rule. 
They get no right of way during the morning hour. Suppose the 
cattle-diseases bill should be taken up now, it would fall with the 
morning hour, and have no right of way for to-morrow. There isno 
unfinished business during the morning hour. Therefore it appears 
to me that the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania ought to pre- 
vail. Weshould get rid of the appropriation bill, and then we can 
take up the funding bill or the cattle-diseases bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator from 
Virginia that, the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania failing, 
his motion will then be in order, and the Chair will recognize him for 
that purpose. But the pending question is on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, that the Senate now proceed to the consid- 
eration of the Post-Office appropriation bill, upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As the yeas and nays are to be taken I wish to 
say that I shall vote in the affirmative, because we have always found 
ourselves obliged and benefited in respect of standing to the under- 
standing that the appropriation bills whenever they were ready 
should be first considered and all the time until they were disposed 
of. I know that it is now alittle in advance of the time at which 
regularly under the rules the Post-Office appropriation bill would 
come up; but I think it would be a great advantage to the disposi- 


consideratiol 


veas and navs on the motion of 
the consid- 


Senator 


» + »Inecinr 
go on To a CONnCIUSIOI 





tion of the business of the Senate if we did not have 
tween the order for the introduction of resolutions 
business, for half of it is spent in doing exactly what I am do 
in a discussion as to what shall be taken up. 
from Pennsylvania well conserves the time of the Sen 
his motion immediately after the introduction of pj] 
Let us dispose of the Post-Oftice 

then let us decide as rapidly as we can what we 
| and let us dispose of that before we do anything else, and 
to it we shall get more business done during this segsio 


through with. 


| other way. 





Mr. KIRKWOOD. 


cattle-diseases bill. 


expiration of the morning hour, according to the notice given }y 
last Friday, I should ask for the consideration of the funding )j)). 
but as this appropriation bill now stands I shall vote for the morio 
of the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania to take it up, and s) . 
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I have but a word to say. 
my duty tomake this antagonism, if it shall beso ¢ 
I shall feel that I have beer 
the people of the country in which I live if that bill shall fa 
want of attention, and I shall feel that the public not only o; 
section but of the whole country have suffered injury that 
very difficult to repair. I therefore seek to test the sense of tl 
ate upon the question whether or not it shall have preference, 
Mr. BAYARD. 


I have felt it to} 
alled, in favor of the 
1 utterly derelict to 







this Space he. 


and the Unfinished 


ing now— 


I think the Senat r 


ate by u 


aking 
ls, ¢ 5 


C., 18 gona 


appropriation }j}) . 
will take Up nex 


ae HeXt, 
il we stick 
n than in any 


Me 


il for 
ly of that 
16 Will be 


Le Sey 


I merely desire to remind the Senate that a:; 


me 


10n 


then vote to continue it until it shall be finally disposed of ; but imme. 


diately upon that disposition I shall ask the Senate to proceed t 
consideration of the funding bill, and to continue its considerat;, 
until it shall be concluded. 


0 the 


n 


Mr. SAUNDERS. When the resolution was up providing for the 
meeting of the Senate at the hour of eleven o’clock instead of twelye 


I voted for it and others did with the understanding that we were ; 
have a longer time for the morning hour; and I understood that jt 


it 


had been decided that morning that we should have until half past 


one, 


ness of the Calendar. 


I supposed then we were to have that time for the regular bys. 
I am in favor, of course, of taking up the bil] 


proposed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, but I want to put it off 
until we can get through the business of the morning hour and have 
the Calendar regularly taken up till half-past one o’clock, and the; 
give the appropriation bill the rest of the day, and then take up the 


other bills indicated. 


I think we ought to settle it now, and settle it 


in favor of giving the hour after the morning business is done unti 


half-past one o’clock to the Calendar. 
we are to get through with it at all. 


If we do not I do not see how 
I shall vote against the motion 


of the Senator from Pennsylvania for the reason that I want to tak 


the Calendar up until half past one o’clock. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


12; as follows: 


Allison, 
Bailey, 
Baldwin, 
Savard, 
Beck, 
Blair 
Booth, 
Butler, 
Call, 
Cameron of Wis., 
Cockrell, 





Burnside, 
Davis of Illinois, 


Blaine, 

Brown, 

Bruce, 
Cameron of Pa. 
Carpenter, 


‘nl 
Coke, 


Davis of W. Va., 


Dawes, 
Edmunds, 
Farley, 
Ferry, 
Garland, 
Groome, 
Hampton, 
Harris, 
Hereford, 


Hill of Colorado, 


Johnston, 
Kirkwood, 


Conkling, 
Eaton, 
Grover, 
Hamlin, 
Hoar, 


The question is on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, to proceed to the consideration of the Post- 
Office appropriation bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 44, nays 


YEAS—44. 


Hill of Georgia, 


Ingalls, 
Jonas, 


Kernan, 


Maxey, 


Morgan, 


Morrill, 


Pendleton, 


Plumb, 
Pugh, 


Ransom, 


NAYS—12. 


latt, 


Randolph, 


ABSENT—20. 


Jones of Florida, 
Jones of Nevada, 
Kellogg, 


Lamar, 
Logan, 


So the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSTON. 


I give notice now that to-morrow, inthe mornin 


Paddock, 


Slater, 
Thurman, 
Vance, 
Vest 
Voorhees, 
Walker, 
Wallace 
Whyte, 
Windom, 
Withers. 


Saunders, 
Teller, 
Williams. 


McDonald, 
MeMillan, 
McPherson, 
Saulsbury 
Sharon. 


ng 
ng 


hour, when the regular morning business shall be through, I shall ask 
the Senate to take up and consider the bill I tried to get up this 
morning; and failing in that, I shall endeavor to take it up at te 


conclusion of the Post-Office appropriation bill. 


I consider it 90 


urgent in importance that I shall push it with all the means in MY 


power. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. I suggest to tho Senator from Virginia would 
it not be well to give notice of his intention to call up the cattle-dis- 


sases bill immediately on the conclusion of this a 


Mr. JOHNSTON. I have given that notice, and 


. ? 
aa pill! 


est it should take 


all day I have mentioned the morning hour to-morrow. = 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. It may be through this afternoon in ume © 
make some progress to-day with the cattle-diseases bill. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consi 


ler- 


ation of the bill (H. R. No. 6972) making appropriations for the serv- 
ice of the Post-Oftice Department for the fiscal ye 
1882, and for other purposes. 


an 
ar ending June 3, 





KC 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] to lay the pending amendment 
the table. . . - ‘ 
vy, MORRILL. When I made the motion to lay this amendment 
“he table, 1 had supposed the motion would only apply to the 
endment offered by the Senator from Alabama, {[ Mr, MORGAN. ] 
rhe Chair has, however, held that it would not only carry that amend- 
ent Dut the original amendment of the Committee on Post-Offices 
m Post-Roads. Iwas anxious that the debate upon this bill should 
Iuded at an early day. If now I have the power to withdraw 
motion to lay on the table I will do so, in order that we may get 
‘alse t vote upon the question of order. 
fr, INGALLS. Have the yeas and nays been ordered ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND in the chair.) The 
3 and nays have been ordered. 
ur, INGALLS. I object to the withdrawal. ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the motion 
.wn after the ordering of the yeas and nays. . 
“Vr, EDMUNDS. It can be withdrawn by the leave of the Senate. 
, majority can allow it to be withdrawn. 
‘rho PRESIDING OFFICER. That is true. The Senator from 
oa [Mr. MoRRILL] asks leave of the Senate to withdraw his 
tion. ‘The question is on granting leave. 
Leave was granted. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is withdrawn. The 
estion now is, Is the amendment offered by the Senator from Ala- 
ima {Mr. MorGAN] in order? 
Mr. MORGAN. On Saturday when I offered this amendment it was 
‘ected to by the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. WALLACE ] as not 
» order. The Chair submitted the question to the Senate. Then a 
sotion Was made to lay my amendment on the table. A vote was 
on that motion, when no quorum voted, and the yeas and nays 
e ordered. The point I make is that the Senate has taken juris- 
sion of this amendment; it has been so far received as that a divis- 
was taken upon it, and then a call for the yeas and nays made 
t, and the call was sustained, and the Senate this morning re- 
eqsed the amendment from the grasp of that call by consenting that 
honorable Senator from Vermont might withdraw his motion to 
yon the table. After by the consent of the Senate the case has 
hed that stage, I make the point that the question of order has 
een overruled by the Senate, and that it is not now in order to raise 
t question again. The Senate has acquiesced in dispensing with 
‘he consideration of the question of order made by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania in this manner, and I now maintain that the question 
i order is not open to be raised by any Senator. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair holds that upon the with- 
awal of the motion of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] 
table the amendment the question stands exactly as it did before 
made the motion, and the question is now, if that view be correct, 
ther the amendment offered by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
MorGAN] isin order ornot. Is the amendment offered by the Sen- 
tor from Alabama to the amendment proposed to the bill by the 
mmittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads in order? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the amendment in question be reported. 
he Chief Clerk read the following amendment proposed by Mr. 
RGAN to be added to the amendment of the Committee on Post- 
sand Post-Roads: 


’ 
yn 
e con 





cannot be with- 


rmoni 


c 












n vessels built in other countries are so accepted and employed, the same 
shail be entitled to all the rights and privileges secured by law to vessels built in 
United States of America, except the privilege of engaging in the coastwise 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now let the amendment to which this is pro- 
sed as an amendment be read. 

lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will now read the 
mendment proposed by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Puau,] 

ch has been decided to be in order. 

the CHIEF CLERK. At the end of section 1, the amendment is to 


rt: 


DSert : 


for additional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be expended, under 

¢ direction of the Postmaster-General, in the establishment of mail-steamship 
hes, equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific ports: 

vided, That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and manned 

y American citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be iron steamships, 
ccepted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due inspection, as in all respects sea- 
‘orthy and properly fitted to such service. 

Mr.EDMUNDS. The pending question, if I understand it, is the 
{uestion whether the amendment of the Senator from Alabama is in 
rder under the rule about appropriation bills. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under Rule 29. 

‘it. EDMUNDS. And am I right in supposing that the Senate has 
cided that the amendment of the Post-Office Committee is in order ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the decision of last Friday. 
: Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, Mr. President, I shall feel compelled to vote 
a the amendment of the Senator from Alabama is in order also, 
‘Mowing the last judgment of the Senate, which I should vote to re- 
ousider because until the vote was passed I thought it to be wrong. 

I think So still, as far as I am entitled to think so with respect to 
‘te deliberate judgment of the Senate on a question of order. But 
ie Senate having decided, and not proposing to reconsider that de- 
“sion, that it is in order to pat on this bill a provision of an appro- 
ation bill regulating the establishment of steamship lines by law 
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and a suitable distribution of those lines between Atlantic, Gulf, and 
Pacific ports, and providing a specific law as to the character. the 
ownership, the structure of those vessels, and so on, making a new 
law which regulates not merely the appropriation of this one million 
of money, but regulating the fact regarding these vessels, their struct 
ure, how they shall be employed, and so forth, it is impossible for me 
to say that an additional provision on the same subject and in the 
same line, prescribing other qualifications for vessels to be so em- 
ployed, is not in order. To my mind it clearly is if the first one was, 
and the Senate has decided that it was. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Senator from Vermont allow me to say a 
word? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With pleasure. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think in the Senator’s absence from the Senate he 
has not called to mind that he is not referring to the last decision 
of the Senate. The Senate did rule by its vote that the amendment 
presented originally by the Senatorfrom Texas[ Mr. MAXEY ] was in or- 
der. I submitted an amendment to it simply to define more specitic- 
ally what was included in the amendment of the Senator from Texas, 
and the Senate ruled that out of order. Now I insist that the Senator 
from Vermont is not quoting from the last decision of the Senate ; 
there was one subsequent to the one he has referred to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have been ill for two or three days and have 
not been in the Senate except for a very short time in the morning, 
and ought not to be here now, and soI was not advised in respect of 
the suggestion that the Senator from Maine makes. Inasmuch as I 
do not know what the precise character of the amendment of*the Sen- 
ator from Maine was, and do not know what the vote of the Senate 
was upon it, except as stated by my friend from Maine, no doubt cor- 
rectly, lam unable to judge whether his amendment would fall within 
the suggestions I am endeavoring to make; and so I must leave that, 
as I am ignorant of it, to take care of itself. But certainly we have 
now before us two amendments, one which the Senate has declared 
to be in order, which, as I said before, makes a permanent, specific, 
legislative provision not controlling merely the disposition of the one 
million of dollars provided for, which might bring it nearer to the 
rule, but providing for a general establishment, with all the qualities 
that, if if were an independent bill without any appropriation at all, 
it should possess; the Senator from Alabama proposes to modify that 
establishment in the way indicated by his amendment. Now stand- 
ing upon the fact that the amendment of the Senator from Texas is 
regularly before the Senate, then it seems to me, as I should have 
thought in the case of the Senator from Maine, to be almost trifling 
with a subject of this character to say that that amendment itself 
was not capable of being put into suitable shape. So, although I 
think the original amendment was clearly out of order, I shall vote 
to proceed to the consideration of the amendment of the Senator from 
Alabama, and I say that without any reference to the merits of the 
amendment, which I do not at present choose to say anything about. 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam one of those who believed that the original 
amendment to which this is offered was out of order; but the Senate 
decided otherwise. I am equally clear in my judgment that the 
amendment of the honorable Senator from Alabama is in conflict with 
the rules of the Senate, and that it does propose a change in the fea- 
tures of the existing law upon an appropriation bill by way of amend- 
ment. What is it? 

When vessels built in other countries are so accepted and employed, the same 
shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges secured by law to vessels built in 
the United States of America. 

Can the laws securing privileges peculiarly to American-built and 
American owned vessels be extended to foreign-built and American- 
owned ships accepted for the purpose of mail carriage, without a 
change in existing law? It seems to me you have but to state the 
proposition to have it answer itself. 

I suggested to my friend from Alabama, as I did in the original 
debate on the amendment of his colleague, or the amendment of the 
honorable Senator from Texas, what would be the effect of adding to 
the original amendment the words “ according to the provisions of ex- 
isting law.” It would be undoubtedly tomake that amendment clearly 
inoperative, and that struck me as being the crucial test whether o1 
not existing laws were changed by proposing to confine the amend 
ment and limit it to the provisions of existing law. If those addi 
tional words would render the amendment nugatory then it is clear 
that the amendment is out of order. If the words “ according to the 
provisions of existing law” be added to the amendment which bears 
the name of the honorable Senator from Texas, [ Mr. Maxey, ] though 
offered by the honorable Senator from Alabama, [ Mr. PuGu,] in my 
judgment it could never be carried into effect because there are no 
existing laws warranting it. 

This amendment is going still further in the same direction. You 
are legislating anew; you are creating provisions of general law 
which do not now exist; and that you do, in my judgment, in deti- 
ance of Rules 28 and 29 of the Senate’s code, by attempting by an 
amendment to change existing law on an appropriation bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I rise only to make a suggestion. I understand 
that now we are proceeding under the Anthony rule, which limits 
debate to five minutes by each Senator. We have occupied four or 
five days in discussing mere questions of order on this bill. I hope, 
as we are proceeding under that rule, that it will be enforced as to 
discussion. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is whether the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] is in order ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I understand we are not proceeding under the 
Anthony rule limiting debate to five minutes. That has been set 
aside. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those who are of opinion that the | ra | C 
| This amendment of the committee changes that by saying +)... 
| ships shall be owned only by Americans. My amendment oe- 
| out “owned” and substitutes “ officered,” so as to require 1 - 


. c.f . nil 
amendment offered by the Senator from Alabama is in order will 
make it known by saying “ay;” those of the contrary opinion, 
‘‘no,” [putting the question. ] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 


call the roll. 
P i ., (whe 118s name was calied, é é ) 3 
Mr. HAMPTON, (when his name wascalled.) Iam paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska, [Mr. SAUNDERS, | 
The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 14, nays ’. : 
YEAS—12. 
Brown Garland Kirkwood Vane 8 
Call Hill of Georgia Lamar Walker 
Coke Johnston Maxey Williams 
Edmunds Jonas Morgan 
Farley Kellogg Pugh 
NAYS— 
Allison Davis of Illinois, Ingalls 
Bailey Davis of W. Va McMillan 
Baldwin Dawes Paddock 
Bayard, Eaton Pendletor 
Blair : Ferry Platt Voorhees 
s00th Groome Plumb Wallace 
Butler, Harris, Randolph, Whyte, 
Cameron of Wis., Hereford Ransom Windom 
NT—26. 
Anthony Cockrel! Jones of Florida Saulsbury 
Beck Conkling Jones of Nevada, Saunders 
Blaine, Grover Kernan Sharon 
Bruce Hamlin Logan Thurman 
Burnside, Hampton McDonald Withers 
Cameron of Pa. Hill of Colorado McPherson, 
Carpenter, Hoar Morrill 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate decides that the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Alabama is not in order. The question is | 
on the amendment offered by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- | 


Roads. 

Mr. MORGAN. In line 7, before the word “ iron,” I propose to in- 
sert the words “ steel or.” 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Isthat inorder? It changes the character of this 
amendment decidedly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the amend- 
ment again. 

The Curer CLERK. In line7, before the word “ iron,” it is proposed 


to insert “steel or;” so as to ‘read “and that said vessels thus em- | 


ployed shall be steel or iron steamships.” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will hold that it is in 
order; but will submit it to the judgment of the Senate, if it be 
desired. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it is in order, but I think it is contrary | 


to the last vote of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator desire that the 
judgment of the Senate shall be expressed upon it? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, I think the Chair has decided it right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Alabama to the amendment. 

Mr. FERRY. I object to it if the word “steel” is out of order. I 
would prefer to say “steel and iron” rather than “ steel or iron.” 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORGAN. I now move to strike out the word “owned” in 
line 6 and insert “‘ ofticered ” in lieu thereof; so as to read: 

Provided, That the vessels employed for such service shall be officered and 
manned by American citizens 

Mr. WALLACE. [rise toinquire whether the effect of this amend- 
ment is not precisely to put into the original proposition that which 
the Senate has just now by a vea-and-nay vote declared to be out of 
order? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Does the Senator from Pennsylvania make the 
point of order ? ; 

Mr. WALLACE. I do. It is the same amendment just ruled out 
of order by a yea-and-nay vote. 

Mr. MORGAN. I take the liberty of saying that the point of order 
is a very singular one to come in at this stage of the proceeding. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair submits the question of | 


order to the Senate. 

Mr. MORGAN. By the last vote we have made an amendment by 
which we enlarge the amendment of the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads so as to include steel as well as iron steamships. The 
amendment proposed by the Committee 9: Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads does change the existing state of the law, I think not inap- 
propriately, not improperly, not in violation of the rules of the 
Senate. The Senator from Vermont differs from me in that respect ; 


. . * . . 1 . . ’ 
but surely it is within the power of the Senate to modify this amend- 


statutes. The laws at present authorize the Postmaster-General to 


| the amendment which I now propose brings the 
| Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads more nearly to that 
* c Sta 


adopt my amendment, the existing state of the law. 


| saying that these foreign mails shall be carried under existing } 
| or by saying nothing about it and allowing them to be carried y, 


| dition to the service, but that they shall be owned at home, | 


| larly of that class who are exceedingly scrupulous about the a; 


| should put the amendment out of order when the amendment ¢)¢ | 


FRBRUARy 14 


ne 


make contracts for carrying the mails abroad either with An 
built ships or foreign-built ships, American-owned ships or on 
r tore 


owned ships, American-officered ships or foreign-officered shit 
ss. 


a 

ry 
> 
ir 


amendment of ; 


ard of the law which exists on the statute-book at this yoy, 


not t} 


they shall be owned here, but that they shall be officered 


. eae , and m wei 
by American citizens, so that we are approaching more 


nearly, ty 
Now, what objection can there be to amending an appropriatio, 
the kind proposed by the Committee on Appropriations in the ; 
lowing words: ‘For transporting the foreign mails, $295 9) » 


J, JU 
iW 


existing law? The Postmaster-General can use that $225,000 +) ts 
are now appropriating under existing statutes by employing 

owned entirely abroad, manned by foreigners, officered by fore. 
for the transportation of our mails. The committee’s amen jn, 
proposes that they shall not be owned abroad in reference to thig , 


ahiy 

igners 
j 
da 


to strike ont that provision in order that the Postmaster-Genery “s 
be left as free in the application of this million dollars as the statys.. 
leave him at this time in the employment of the regular appropr 

tion in the bill upon foreign-owned ships, foreign-built ships, a», 
foreign-ofticered ships. I should like to hear some Senator, parti, 


ihe! 


| ment being within the rules of order of the Senate, explain why 


not. I should like to hear the honorable Senator from Penngy]ya) 


| explain why itis that the striking out of the word “ owned” jp +, 
| amendment which has been accepted by the Senate as being in op) 


lf 


a 


| propose to the amendment of the committee only places the power o: 
| the Postmaster-General to employ these ships exactly whereit stand 


by the existing law. 

I desire that in the expenditure of this million dollars the Pos. 
master-General shall have the same liberty that he has under: 
existing statutes and no more. I am willing to have moret 


| extent that the steamships employed under this additional apy, 
| priation shall be officered and manned by American citizens. [wo 
be glad that we could have ships built abroad, owned by America 


citizens and entitled to the privileges of American registry 


| we cannot get them now in that position, I want at least, if the s] 


are owned in part by Americans and in part by foreigners, that t 


| Postmaster-General shall have the privilege, as he has now, of haying 


the mails under contract with the Post-Office Department carried 
vessels built and owned abroad, but ofticered by American citizens 

Mr. MAXEY. The object which I had in view was to encourage 
American ownership of steamships adapted to carrying the mails 
The striking out of the word “owned,” as proposed by the Senator 
from Alabama, and the insertion of the word “ officered,” revolut 
izes the entire theory of the amendment proposed by the Committ 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

So much for that. One other point I desire to make as to my 
action. So far as I am concerned, I reported the amendment in good 


| faith, believing it a wise measure in the interest of American ship- 
| ping to encourage the purchase of vessels, built anywhere, by Ameri: 
| can citizens, to be manned by Americans and registered as Americal 
| vessels. The voting down by the Senate of the amendment of th 
| Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN] is very clear notice to mea 


least that after the passage of the amendment offered by the Pos 


| Oftice Committee such vessels shall not be registered for any purpos 
| here, and hence the usefulness of it is destroyed. I have receive 


that notice and shall act on it. a 

Mr. WALLACE. It is evident from what the Senator from Texas 
and the Senator from Alabama have said that the amendment of the 
Senator from Texas is committed to me, which, I would say, sends i 
to a nurse that loves it not; and in view of the fact that we can bet: 
ter settle this question and get the sense of the Senate as to whetbe! 
they are disposed to continue the word “owned” by a direct vor 
upon the proposition than in any other way, I withdraw the point! 
order and will ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I renew the point of order, Mr. Presideut 


| should like to have the Senate decide whether that amendment }s 


order or not. 4 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, Is the ameudmet’ 
proposed now by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGaN ] 10 order 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Iask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 
Mr. PENDLETON. I ask that the amendment be reported 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reac. 
The CHIEF CLERK. In line 6 of the amendment of the ¢ om: 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads it is proposed to strike out the 
word “owned” and insert the word “ officered.” oa 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is whether this amen® 


| ment is in order, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered 
ment, at least to make it more clearly in conformity with existing | 


The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 


Mr. BECK, (when his name was called.) I am paired on eve 








4, 
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—— 


von of order as well as of merits with the Senator from Maine, 
BL: | i I hie cant a : 
RLAINE,] Who is unable to be in his seat. Therefore I cannot 
a woll-eall having been concluded, the result was announced— 
14, nays 31; as follows: 
YEAS—14. 











Edmunds, Johnston Vest 
Garland, Lamat Williams 
2 Hamlin, Morgan 
Hill of Georgia, Pugh 
NAYS—31 
Ferry Logan, 
awit Groome McMillan 
es Harris, Maxey 
a ty Hereford, Morrill 
uct, of Wis. HillofColorado, Pendleton Voorhees 
Pais of Ilinois, Ingalls Platt, Wallace 
ar Jones Plumb Whvte 
“ Kellogg, Randolph 
ABSENT—31. 
, Carper Jones of Florida, Saulsbury 
rene Cockrell, Jones of Nevada, Saunders 
4 Conkling, Kernan, Sharon 
a Davis ot W. Va., Kirkwood, Thurman 
Farley, MeDonald, Walker 
Grover, McPherson, Windom, 
de, Hampton, Paddock, Witbers. 
‘meron of Pa., Hoar, Ransom, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate decides that the amend- 





Mr. McMILLAN. I desire to ask consent to withdraw mv vote I 
am paired with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Bruce] and voted 
inadvertently. If it makes no difference in the result, I ask leave to 
withdraw the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The vote cannot be w 
The Senate decides that the amendment is out of order, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Whymay not the Senator from Minnesota with 
dra ? The result has not been tinally announced 


ithdrawn 


his vote ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota asks 





| consent to withdraw his vote. 


Mr. McMILLAN. The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Bruce] has 


} 


come in since I made the request. I withdraw my request if he 


wishes to vote, 

Mr. BRUCE. Iask that my name be recorded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota with- 
drawing his vote, the result is yeas 16, nays 23. The amendment is 


| decided 10 be out of order. The question recurs on the amendment 


of the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I believed the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER] was not in order under the 
rules of the Senate. Otherwise I should have been disposed to vote 
for it, although had the original amendment prevailed I should not 


| support the proposition as amended. 


I do not propose at this stage of the session to consider at any length 


| the present condition of the American carrying trade on the high 


‘ont to the amendment is not in order. The question recurs on the | the lmitat ' ! for i 
| facilities for the transportation of merchandise, of freight and pas- 
| sengers, and of general commercial intercourse between our own and 


eydment of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
“Mr. BUTLER. I gave notice some days ago of an amendment 


+o the amendment which I now offer. In line 5, atter the word “ ports,” | 


I move to insert ‘‘in proportion to the annual value of the exports 
from said ports to foreign countries.” 

Mr. WHYTE. I should like to ask the Senator from South Caro- 
lina to explain the effect of that amendment. 


Mr. BUTLER. The effect of it will be to divide these lines between 


the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific ports in proportion to the value of 
orts from those ports. 
ir, WHYTE. What will be the effect ? 






eXT 


Mr. BUTLER. The efiect will be that the respective ports will | 


set their share of this money, I suppose. I simply offer the amend- 


he PRES 





IDING OFFICER. The yuestion is on the amendment 
Senator from South Carolina to the amendment. 

ir. EDMUNDS. Is that in order? 

fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will submit the question 
if the point of order is made upon it. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. I make the point of order. 


he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont makes | 
point that the amendment of the Senator from South Carolina is | 


tinorder. The Chair submits that question to the Senate. 

Ir. BUTLER. Will the Senator from Vermont be kind enough to 
lain in what respect it is not in order ? 

lr. EDMUNDS. If is legislation like the amendment of the Sen- 
itor from Alabama. 

Mr. BUTLER. There is no legislation about this; it is simply 
directing how this fund shall be distributed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not say how this million dollars shall be 
used; it says how the steamships shall be distributed, and there is 
some difference between three distinct lines of steamships and a mill- 

dollars, inasmuch as each steamship will cost nearly a million 
itself if you have only one to a port. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is whether the amend- 
went now submitted by the Senator from South Carolina is in order? 
As many as are of opinion that the amendment is in order will make 
itknown by saying “ ay;” those of a contrary opinion “no,” [put- 
ting the question.] The noes seem to have it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask for the yeas and nays on that question. 

The yeas and nays were oréered and taken. 

Mr. HAMPTON. Iam paired on this question with the Senator 
irom Nebraska, [Mr. SAUNDERS. ] 

the roll-call was concluded, with the following result : 

YEAS—1' 


} 
x] 
) 





Garland, Maxey Vest 
Hamlin, Morgan Walker 
Hill of Georgia, Pugh, Wallace 
Jonas Vance Williams 
NAYS—24. 
Bailey, Davis of Tlinois, Ingalls Pendleton 
Baldwin, Dawes, Kellogg, Platt, 
Bayard, Ferry, Kernan, Slater 
Stair . Groome, McMillan, Teller 
pameron of Wis., Hereford, Morrill. Voorhees, 
— Hill of Colorado, Paddock, Whyte 
; ABSENT—36. 
yl Cockrell, Johnston Randolph, 
Beck Conkling, Jones of Florida, Ransom 
Blain, ; Davis of W. Va., Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 
Booth,” Eaton, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, 
recs Farley, Lamar, Saunders 
Burnsid Grover, Logan, Sharon 
Comene 6, Hampton McDonald Charman 
pimeron of Pa. Harris, McPherson, Windom 
arpenter, Hear, *lumb, Withers. 





seas, and what methods are legitimate and wise and sanctioned by 
the limitations of our Constitution of government for improving the 


foreign countries in American-built ships. I will say but this: it is 
a branch of industry scarcely second to any in national importance. 
The great element which covers the greater portion of the globe’s 
surface is certainly well worthy consideration. It is a topic care- 
fully to be considered in the light of history,and philosophy. It is 
world-wide and international in the simplest and strongest sense ; 
and at this time there are few subjects that demand more study from 
those who are intrusted with the legislation of this Government. 
This amendment does unquestionably touch that great question. 
It is the commencement of a proposed system of Government assist- 
ance to the transportation of merchandise between this and foreign 


| countries. It is under cover of a postal system, that the real object 
| of the measure is, I will not say concealed, but under which it lies 


thinly veiled from observation ; and the amendment itself with much 
frankness discloses the real object by declaring that a million dollars 
is to be appropriated during the present year for “ the establishment 
of steamship lines by the Postmaster-General to be equitably dis- 
tributed between the Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacitie ports.” 
Plainly this is a proposition that the Government of the United States 
shall become a trader, establish steamship lines for all the purposes 
for which ships are designed, Government lines for postal convenience, 
for the transportation of freight and passengers, and for all else that 
steamship lines are created. Into that business the Government of 
the United States is proposing to embark, and it is suggested that 
this is to be an assistance to the ship-builders of the country; artisans 
who have made the building of ships the study and occupation of 
their lives and are supposed, in some way not clear to my mind, to be 
beneitited by this proposition. 

Now, in two words, what does it mean? It means that the Govern- 
ment is to come in competition with the great body of ship-builders 
and ship-owners of the United States. It means that when I or any 
other man who has embarked his capital and skill in the construction 
and maintenance of steamships, has set his all upon the hazard of 
the die, he is to find himself in competition, with whom? With the 
Treasury of his own Government, that those who are the favorites of 
the postal Department, or of the Executive, or of Congress are to be 
protected and paid and fostered and capital furnished them free of 
cost to compete with all other citizens embarking in the same busi- 
ness. If this be not protection or subsidy in the worst sense it is wel 
for us to understand it. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to ask the Senator from Delaware if th: 
statutes as they now exist do not furnish full and unqualified oppor 
tunity to select between foreign-owned and foreign-built ships and 
American-owned and American-built ships for the transportation of 
the mails, and whether the $225,000 appropriated in this bill may not 
all of it be employed by the Postmaster-General at his own option in 
giving bounties, if he choose to give bounties, to British steamships 01 
to steamships of any other country in the transportation of the mails? 

Mr. BAYARD. My friend will pardon me if I do not stop just now 
to answer his question but continue the line of objection based on 
principle to legislation of this kind. There is a familiar doctrine 
found in the Constitution of the United States and in the constitu- 
tion of every State, which is the necessary outgrowth of the institu- 
tion of government itself. It is that the interest of the individual 
or of the few must give way to that of society at large. Therefore 
private property may be taken for public use upon just compensation 
being rendered. In that way a man may be deprived of property of 
any description however convenient or dear to him or hallowed by 
association, provided compensation adjudged by a public tribunal 
shall be paid him for the deprivation. But where is the proposition 
and where in any civilized government called free.can, you tind the 
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doctrine recognized that public property may be taken for private 
use? And yet what does this measure before us amount to? What 
is your subsidy after all, stripped of all its disguises, but that you do 
take public property for private use when you dip your band in the 
Treasury under authority of this amendment and take a million dol- 
lars out to be given to A, and A alone, to aid and encourage him in 
his private undertaking and not to the othér citizens of this country 
who may be engaged as meritoriously and zealously in the same branch 
of industry and enterprise ? 

I have among my constituents individuals and associated bodies of 
men who have been industriously engaged for as long a time, as skill- 
fully and as successfully in the construction of iron steamsbips and 
wooden vessels of a superior class as any in the United States. I 
have carefully studied their interests; Iam keenly alive to whatever 
affects them. They can build and furnish to any purchaser to-day 
as well-constructed, staunch, swift, seaworthy, and valuable iron 
steamers and wooden vessels as can any builders in the world, and 
their work has proved it in the Gulf of Mexico and on the Pacific. 
Few and distant are seas which the keels of their vessels have not 
vexed, and their work has stood the test of time and trial, and to-day 
rou steamships. Therefore it might be supposed that my desire to 
serve these men, of whose interests I have personal knowledge, with 
whose success I have the strongest personal and local sympathy, would 
ontrol me in sustaining a proposition of this kind, for they might pos- 
sibly be among those likely to be applicants for this Government 
bounty ; but I can see perfectly well that the supposed advantage is 
illusory and the principle which attends it false; it is the doctrine 
‘f taking public property from the common Treasury for private use ; 
and it cannot be sustained, and-the more you examine it the more 
its dangers and injustice reveal themselves. 


I tell you, Senators, that, stripped of its disguises, the doctrine of 


subsidy and the doctrine of taking public property for private use 
grow from the same soil, and in principle cannot be distinguished one 
trom the other. I can imagine no more dangerous and fatal princi- 
ple in a popular government than to open the public treasury to the 
issaults of organized parties, each seeing how much they can obtain 
tor local, sectional, personal, or class interests. The political party 
with which I have acted ever since I had a right to take part in the 
polities of the country have been for that doctrine of ‘ hands off” 
by the Government in matters of individual enterprise and industry. 
It was a rule of action, safe, simple, and just to all, and gave no ad- 
vantages to favored individuals or classes, and under it our country 
grew strong and gradually outstripped competitors. But now it is 
proposed to be abandoned, and, instead of justice to alland favor to 
none, the party or the section that can control most votes in Congress 
can carry away the most money from the Treasury; it is to be the 
rule of the strongest and the richest, and when it has been admitted 
the sun of that day will set upon the bankruptcy of our country and 
it will set upon the farewell of the honesty of the American people. 
It is a system corrupt and corrupting, and therefore it is that in all 
stages and at all times I oppose the principle of taking public prop- 
erty for private use, under the forms of legislation and the specious 
garb of assistance to the commerce and industries of our country. 

It is an unjust perversion of the taxes wrung from the toil of our 
people, whose best and surest relief will be found in allowing these 
taxes to remain in the pockets whence they were taken by unwise and 
unnecessary laws. 

As I said, there is no time for me now, nor am I prepared at this 
moment to enter upon the broad question of relief to the great busi- 
ness of American ship-building, and the regaining of our position as 
carriers upon the high seas. 1 know that there exist to-day burdens 

n the shape of local taxation, port charges, head-money, ail sorts of 
exactions, which ought to be taken off the shippivg interests. I 
know there is a system of fees, exactions, and charges which oppress 
shipping at the hands of the United States Government, and I pro- 
pose to set on foot ascertainment of those charges, to be laid before 
Congress that they may see where legitimate relief can be given. I 
know that ship-owners and ship-builders are burdened by another 
class of exactions in the shape of the required use of patented arti- 
cles, which they are compelled to purchase and employ in the con- 
struction of their ships and to carry with them on their voyages, and 
for which they must pay such royalty as the patentee chooses to 
demand. I also know that there is a system of tariff taxation upon 
the materials of which ships are built in this country, an average of 
more than 40 per cent., which places them ata disadvantage upon 
the common highway of nations in competition with ship-owners and 
builders whose materials were burdened with no such taxes. 

These are but some of the facts which, together with many others 
that I have not time now to mention to the Senate, call for examina- 
tion that we may apply legitimate relief to this great industry, by 
taking from it burdens unwisely imposed in time of war, and still 
more unwisely continued when all pretext for their existence has 
long since passed away. 

But as to this proposition of fostering certain steamship lines by 
special grants of money from the public Treasury, I consider it utterly 
unwarranted and unwholesome not only to the immediate recipients 
of the money, but utterly unjust to all those to whom such bounty is 
denied. I say it would be a hard thing for an American ship-builder, 
ship-master, orship-owner, endeavoring by industry, skill, and persist- 


they are prepared to execute the largest order for the best class of 
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ence to succeed in a given line of travel on the ocean, to fing } 
driven from the business by the Treasury of his own Goveemene 
under the control of some fortunate competitor and succeesfol t, 
biner of political influence. a com 

Therefore it is, sir, that I trust this amendment wil] not pre: 

I say nothing now of its being ingrafted upon an appropriation kin 
Irregular as I thought that was, 1 bow of course to the oa 
the Senate ; but uponthe principle which underlies this ame 
the doctrine of subsidy, the doctrine of taking the public 
a private use under cover, as these things always are under cov. 
something that is meritorious and desirable in the abstract lt 
the proposition will not receive the assent of the Senate. ’ 

I listened the other day with great respect and interest to ¢} Py 
orate presentation of this shipping question by my friend fron Ke 
tucky,{(Mr. Beck.] Mach that he said was true; many of his d Nel 
tions I concurred in ; in others I did not. Still his speech was eng 
tribution of value to agreat and important subject. My friend sr... 
New York, [Mr. KERNAN,] in my absence on Saturday, also eon: 
ered this question ably and intelligently. I am sorry that I had nu: 
the pleasure of hearing what he had to say, but shall hereafte; nie 
it carefully. I hope to see, not this Congress, for I think we ; fo om 
move in this matter in so brief aspace of time as is left, but the next 
Congress,soon adopt a well-considered system based upon all th 
facts of the case, and, what the Senate has not yet had, fal] know! 
edge of the facts of the case—a well-considered system whereby bh 
trammels which unwise taxation has placed upon the ship-bnijqiy 
interest of the United States, and the varied industries which 
connected with it, will wisely be relieved. 7 

I believe to-day in two words that this great business of ship.) 
ing is not profitable, or capital would more freely flow into it: an, 
if it be not profitable it is because the taxation upon it makes ppois 
so small that capital can be better employed elsewhere ; and if J a) 
right in this respect, that it is the superincumbent weight of excess. 
ive taxation that has paralyzed, and to-day does trammel, this great 
branch of national industry, both in the labor and materials needed 
how is it to be relieved by expending money derived only from taxa 
tion that shall make that burden only greater than it was befor 
The more money you so appropriate the greater must be the tay, 
Every dollar that enters the Treasury is brought there by taxa 
and you cannot pluck one industry of this country out and sever j 
from the rest and consideritalone. All must be subjected to the san, 
broad scheme of adjustment and equitable distribution of the pubji 
burdens. Therefore,I say,it is no cure for overtaxation to increas 
the burdens of taxation, and this is what this measure proposes, t 
take from the many to give to one or afew. There is no justice i 
that. For my own part I believe that the great law of human 
terest and the great principle that enables men to be happier: 
more successful in government, is where there is less interference by 
government with the affairs and business and contracts of individ- 
uals. I believe greater relief will come by amending an unwise sys- 
tem of interference in the shape of existing tariffs and taxes and in- 
terferences with the contracts of individuals than there would be in 
taking unjustly a large sum of money from the public Treasury and 
giving it to one or a few upon a principle which in a popular govern- 
ment, to my mind, is dangerous in the last degree. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not like, after I have been engaged during all 
the time this debate has been pending in an effort: to get rid of every 
feature of this amendment which might look like a subsidy, to have 
it supposed by the honorable Senator from Delaware that either my 
self or any other Senator desires to take money out of the Treasury 
of the United States to devote it to a private purpose, or that we are 


any more ready to violate the established rules of the democratic 
party than he is upon a proposition of this kind. The Senator pli- 
losophizes splendidly upon this subject as he does upon all subjects, 
but I submit to him that his philosophy is far above the facts in the 
case and has no real application to the condition of the country 12 
reference to its legislation on the important subject of the transuis- 
sion of the mail. 

The Senator is opposed, he says, to taking a million dollars ont ot 
the Treasury and applying it to steamship lines for the purpose ol 
paying for the transit of the mails across the ocean. We find, how- 
ever, that there is a law upon the statute-book, and has been tora 
number of years, by which the Postmaster-General is authorized ant 
required to employ steamships to transmit the mails; but there is & 
limitation upon these statutes to this effect: that he can only pay to 
those steamships a sum equivalent to the sea-postage as might be 
realized upon the particular line. If it has been unjust, undem0- 
cratic, and wrong for so many years to apply any money whatsoevél 
out of the Treasury of the United States to steamship lines for om. 
rying the mails, it astonishes me that the alert and active — 
who represents so capably the State of Delaware has not before « . 
covered it. We have been taking out of the Treasury of the | nited 
States and paying for mails carried between New York and Liverpo 
and New York and Havre and various places annually a contributios 
of money, which has been paid sometimes to American lines and 
sometimes to foreign lines, for the purpose of transmitting the mals 
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We never have supposed that we got anything else than an equiv 
lent for all the money we expended in the service rendered to com: 
merce as well as the convenience of the people of the United State 
under this system. 
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{ will take the southwest, and I will take the border; and I 
| suppose that the Congress of the | nited States in order to pre- 
will ‘ke taking of any money improperly out of the Treasury of the 
vee States should say to those gentlemen who are mail contract- 
‘on the great lines reaching out into the Territories, and to the 


: he 
eupon tie ° " 
ce of our country, “ you must not expect anything out of the 


Now, 


ntl 
mus 


. vou establish there except the postages that you realize upon 
lines.” Suppose that that had been the policy of this Govern- 
ot from its foundation to the present time, what would have hap- 
1? A mail line on such a basis as that would not have got as 


re poe st as Cincinnati in Ohio by this time. The mail contractors in 
iii thinly settled sections of the United States are encouraged | 
ey by &a4 ‘ 


carry the mails so as to distribute them largely to the scattered 
 oalation by What the honorable Senator from Delaware would call 
enbsidy, an amount of money paid out of the ‘Treasury of the Uni- 
te States to pay for the value of the service, which value of service 
him far exceeds the public return that he makes by transmitting 
letters in a stage-coach on public road or on the back of a horse. 


“The honorable Senator seems to be incapable of comprehending | 


idea embodied in this proposition, if I understand him aright. 
he idea involved is not the building up of American commerce or 
. An erican merchant marine, but it is to extend the postal facili- 
of the United States across the ocean to other countries. We 
w perfectly well that we have had to resort, under onr postal 


i 


<ystem, to the compulsory law that no American ship should have a | 


earance from one of our ports unless she agreed to carry the mails 
od deliver them within three hours after her landing at a foreign 


( 
aud 


ort, 12 ‘ ene . 
private citizens, and owned by private citizens under the tlag of the 
ITnited States, and we deny to them a clearance from our harbors 


inless they will consent to take the mails of the United States for | 


sha postage money, and deliver them within three hours after their 


is 


rival at a foreign port. It seems to me that when we consider the | 


w of the law that has just been presented, and which is exactly in 
wformity with the statute, we are violating the Constitution in the 


rong direction, for we are taking private labor and private property | 


wued by the owner of a ship, and we are confiscating or condemn- 


ny it to public use withont making a satisfactory compensation. | 


Who does not know that $225,000 is an inadequate sum to trans- 
it our mails legitimately across the ocean? We arespending now 
230,000,000 a yearforthe transportation of mails overland through this 
utry, and yet it is supposed that $225,000 is all the money that the 
Senate of the United States ought to vote to have the mails carried 
CTOSS the ocean, 
Sir, if we are violating constitutional rights and democratic usages 
ind doctrines, it is inthe direction of compelling men to render serv- 
eto this country without just compensation, rather than we shall 
be violating them by putting in an amendment to this bill which 
ooks to the idea of giving them something like a just compensation. 
I say—and no Senator on this floor I think will deny it—that $225,- 
(0 is a totally inadequate sum to pay men a just compensation for 
carrying these mails. We propose to increase it to $1,225,000, in the 
hope thereby of stimulating intercourse between our country and 
abroade If commerce chooses to follow the track of the mails, let 
commerce thus follow. Wehaveno mails established in this country 


from which that view of the subject isshut out. We have not a mail 
in the United States to-day that is not more or less directly connected 
with the idea that it is a pioneer or an assistant in carrying commerce 
nto the frontiers and the unsettled portions of our country, or fur- 
nishing facilities for commerce between those portions which are more 
densely populated. You cannot disconnect the two ideas. Commerce 
and the mails go together as naturally as electricity and the copper 
wire go together to transmit messages across the continent. Com- 
merce without mails would be of no value to this country, and mails 
vithont commerce would be almost useless. They are wedded to- 
gether in the Constitution and in public experience and in private 
experience, so that you cannot separate one of them without doing 
injustice to both. 

fhen if we do expend a million dollars more than we are doing 
With a view of trying to compensate the men who are carrying the 
mails, and if they must carry them in steamships, the vehicles which 
ai80 transport commerce and thereby create commerce as well as in- 
tercourse between this and foreign countries, where is the principle 
if the democratic party violated in that, and where is the clause of 


the Constitution of the United States thatis violated? No, sir; it is 
“asy enough to decry a measure by pointing to it the finger of scorn, | 


and saying you are trying to create a subsidy; but it is much more 
difieult to prove by argument that there is any subsidy in this meas- 
ure or connected with it. The only subsidy that is hinted at in this 
measure at all is in virtue of the fact that the amendment proposed 
by the honorable Senator from Texas requires that the ship employed 
rd this purpose shall be owned, officered, and manned by citizens of 
the United States. It may be that in our poor condition in refer- 
cam to steamships that would amount to a subsidy in favor of those 
_wenty-five or twenty-six gentlemen or companies who happen to own 
coon in the United States, for I believe there are only about 
in th y-hve or twenty-six of them. That is the only view that looks 
' the direction of subsidy in this measure. I have been trying all I 
‘ould to modify that view by providing that ships when bought 


asurv of the United States in the way of contribution to the mail | 
usu | 


order to have our mails carried. We take the ships built by | 
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abroad should be entitled to an American registry. The Senate has 


voted contrary to its own decision every fifteen minutes : it has voted 
down that amendment, and yet it has voted in favor of others that 

are quite as violative of existing law or quite as suggestive of new 
| legislation as that was. I make no complaint of that. I have no 
| right here except to express my own opinion and give my own vote. 
That is asfarasI go. If I donot succeedit is nobody’s loss but mine 
But it is time that the Senate of the United States had looked at this 
question in a broader light than that taken by the honorable Senator 
from Delaware; it is time that the Senate of the United States had 
taken into its consideration the question whether we are furnishing 


Liige 


proper mail facilities between this and foreign countries. If you 
will encourage men by paying them a fair and just compensation fo: 
taking the mails to sail out of the port of Mobile, or the port of New 
| Orleans, or the port of Charleston, or the port of Baltimore, or els 

where along our great sea-coast, or from a port on the Pacific Ocean, 
| you will do your country good; every man, woman, and child in this 
| country will be benefited, because it will increase those resources of 
| commerce, which, when increased and distributed, will distribute the 
burden of taxation, will give relief to every man, woman, and child 
in the country. 

I do not know any measure more broad and catholic in its effect 
| than this. I cannot conceive of one which is more just in its opera- 
| tion. It seems to me thatthe arguments which have been made here 
| are not only contrary to the true policy of this Government, but the 
are put upon grounds that are too narrow for us to stand on 

I call the attention of the Senate to this statute, and I called the 
| attention of the honorable Senator from Delaware to it while he w 
on the floor, but he did not choose to reply to my remark: 


as 


Sec. 4008. The mail between the United States and any foreign port, or between 
| ports of the United States touching ata foreign port, shall be transported in steam 
ships; but the Postmaster-General may have such transportation performed by 
| sailing-vessels when tbe service can be facilitated thereby 

The mails “shall be transported in steamships;” and under this 
statute the Postmaster-General has the option to say whether they 
shall be foreign-owned and foreign-built ships or native-owned and 
native-built ships. Then the law is broad enough in that direction, 


> 


| and I am entirely willing, so far as I am concerned, to let it stand 
right there; but the amount of supplies we furnish to the Postmas- 
ter-General to enable him to carry on postal service with foreigr 
countries is not sufficient. Some honorable Senator said on Saturday 
when this question was up—I believe it was the Senator who has 
charge of the bill—that the Postmaster-General had not made a re 
quest for more than $225,000 for this service. That is very true, be 
cause the existing law confined him to the amount of money that 
might be earned in sea postages as the rate of compensation that shal! 
be supplied to ships to carry our letters abroad and bring them home 
again, and the Postmaster-General is confined by law in making his 
estimates to existing statutes. Hence he could not estimate for more 
than $225,000. But who is authorized on this floor to say that the 
Postmaster-General, if he had the right to speak for the United States 
and define the policy of this country, would ever undertake to assert 
that more than $225,000 could not be reasonably employed in stimu- 
lating mail intercommunication with foreign countries? That part 
of the subject he has not touched, because the statute shuts him ofl 
from any right to touch it. But, sir, it is our duty to touch if, and 
to do it on an appropriation bill; that is the very place to do it, 

I am willing to make the appropriation large enough to enable the 
Postmaster-General to increase our mail facilities with foreign coun 
tries, and leave him to expend the money precisely as he can under 
existing statutes. The amendment proposed by the honorable Senator 
from Texas is a restrictive amendment, not new, not general in its 
character. It restrains the expenditure of the money to steamships— 
iron steamships, or steel or iron—now since the adoption of the 
amendment I oftered. It restrains the expenditure of the money t 
such ships as these, instead of allowing it to be employed in wooder 
steamships and steamships owned and manned by foreigners. I would 
prefer myself to strike out the proviso in the amendment ; but it was 
supposed that perhaps there were Senators on this floor who would 
very much prefer that that proviso to the amendment should stay 
there; who would very much prefer that in giving support to our 
| foreign mail service those who had ships built in the United States, 
and ofiicered and manned by citizens of the United States, might have 
a preference over those who had ships built and officered and manned 
abroad. 

Now, Mr. President, I call the attention of the Senate, and from 
this body the attention of the country, again to this amendment 
Senators declaim here against subsidy, and yet on Saturday I pointed 
out how in the proviso, to the very section to which this proposition 
of the Senator from Texas is an amendment, there is a positive and 
explicit subsidy, a subsidy of $45,000 given in the bill, and given, too 
in aid of the colonial legislation of two foreign colonies. Senators 
make no complaint of that. That suits them wellenough. There is 
| no invasion of democratic platforms in that. Here is a committee, 
the majority of whom are democrats, that bring in without question a 
subsidy passed by the House of Representatives, and no clearer sub- 
sidy was ever put into a bill in the world. I shall vote for the bill 
with that in it, because I do not believe that the efforts we are mak- 
| ing to compensate these transporters of the mails in that particular 
' case is going to do any harm to this country. I do not believe it 
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establishes any general and pernicious doctr 

ountry. It is a specific measure intended to app); . 
ject, and to remedy an existing grievance. That is all, and so 1 shall 
vote for the bill with that subsidy in it, with the indorsement o1 
democratic House, a democratic Senate, and a democratic committee, 
And while I do that I do not like Senators to get up here and charge 
me with a disposition to subsidize men because they own American- | 
built ships. Let Senators come to the true test ol the q 1estion and 
vote against that measure, and strike it out if it be not in accordance 
vith democratic doctrine ; but if they do not do that, let them cease 
to talk about the matter when they prove by their own votes that 
they cannot be very earnest, active, or energetic in the enforcement 


"7 
al 


f their views in the Senate. . . 
. President, I voted this morning and I urged the 
r 


Mr. WHYTE. g 
Senate with all the earnestness of which I was capable to hold night 
sessions to discharge our duty as I supposed in the passage of need- 
ful legislation. I indicated, therefore, my willingness, at much in- 
convenience, probably at more inconvenience to myself than to most 
Senators, to remain here during the evening and expedite as far as 
1e close of this session of 


he business which presses us at th 
Congress. Therefore I have no apologies to make if I shall detain 
the Senate a little while in entering again, as I have done on former 
occasions, my earnest and zealous protest against legislation such as 
s contained in this amendment offered by the Committee on Post- 
Oftices and Post-Roads. 

The Senator from Alabama who has longest held aseat on this floor 

f the two Senators from that State [Mr. MORGAN] has sought by a 
specious argument, if he will allow me to say so without offense, to 
change the character of this amendment from what it really is to 
what he would have it seem to be. The object of the amendment, as 
declared by the junior Senator from Alabama, [ Mr. PUGH, ] who offered 
t as the organ of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, was 
to build up again our foreign commerce; and before he came to this 
as a remedy, in the clearest, in the most concise, and in the strongest 
manner he portrayed the decadence of American commerce on the 
high seas; he gave us facts that were irresistible; he gave us deduc- 
tions of logic that I admired and concurred in; he painted us a pic- 
ture of our fall in the rank of nations asacommercial power. I agreed 
with all this; I concurred with him in most of his conclusions; but 
I must confess I was startled when I found him maintaining that this 
amendment was a remedy for the evils which he had portrayed. 

Mr. PUGH. Will my friend allow me a word ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Certainly. 

Mr. PUGH. I think my friend, the Senator from Maryland, may 
have misunderstood me. I stated that I had no hope whatever of 
beneficial results from such legislation as he condemns, but that I 
favored an appropriation for carrying the mail in ships owned exclu- 
sively by American citizens and purchased in the cheapest markets ; 
ind I put my support of the appropriation upon precisely the same 
grounds so fully indicated in the argument just made by my colleague, 
that it was nothing but just compensation for the use of private prop- 
erty employed in the public service. That is precisely the ground I 
occupied, and I bad no idea of relying upon this as a remedy for the 
restoration of our lost trade on the sea. 

Mr. WHYTE. The Senator from Alabama misunderstands me; I 

misunderstood him; on the contrary, I listened with the 

pleasure to his argument as he delivered it here the other 

I was soenamored of it that I have read it over twice since, 

1y admiration is lost in wonder that it did conclude in so specious 
.fallacy. That is the difficulty of it. I looked upon it as a splendid 
argument. It was brilliant initscharacter; but it was like so many 
of those minerals which are discovered by geologists which present 
+} J 


he bottom you see some bug, 


possible t 


A 
1 
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e most brilliant crystal on topand att 
which in the management of nature has been left within it. So in 
this case, take away this last conclusion, take away this substitute 
for a real remedy from his speech, and it shines like a diamond; and 
[ would follow him in any measure which would enact into law the 
onclusions which he drew until he came to this last one as the best 
under the circumstances he could obtain. I think, Mr. President, it 
s the very worst. 

Mr. MORGAN. May 

Mr. WHYTE. Certainly. 

Mr. MORGAN. What was the last conclusion ? 

Mr. WHYTE. That, as he could not get what would be a remedy 
for these evils, he would take the amendment of the Post-Office Com- 
mittec 

Mr. MORGAN. My colleague said the other day, as I understood 
him, that he was not in favor of this amendment unless it authorized 
the use of vessels owned by American citizens though they might be 
built abroad. 

Mr. WHYTE. There is a fallacy. Can any American buy a ship 
abroad now and run it under this measure? Will the honorable Sen- 
ator trom Alabama answer me that question ? 

Mr. PUGH. I think he can under this measure. 

Mr. WHYTE. In spite of the navigation laws of this country ? 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WHYTE. No, Mr. President, “that won’t do,” as the honora- 
ble Senator from Ohio wouldsay. These arguments are fallacious. 
They are not practical. They may deceive some, but they do not 
ileceive me. 
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| it on terms of equality w 


+ 


? } hether ) aneati nai — 

] nh Wi ner ) nsé ) nal . 2) "er 
mut hethe compe ution for mail service, howe ver liberal, wi 
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the evil, and in my poor 
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In that proposed ] 
fully agree. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr 
root of the evil, an 
from Alabama’s argt 
will correct in any w 
tion. That is precise 


Mr. PUGH. If my friend will allow me, I will say that ¢ 


very narrow margin 
might say that I fu 


sail a kite in a storm. 


Mr. WHYTE. Mr 


* judgment the only way to do so is t 


. President, I do agree that we shor 


england. As John Roach says, we must Zo to th 
’ g ® root 


to legislate as | 


egislation I understand the Senator and m 
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iment is fallacious when he SUpposes t 
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lly concur with him that this is an attemy, 
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. President, I was complimenting the honorable 


Senator from Alabama for the manner in which he had presented ¢) 
fact to the Senate and to the country of the great decay in Ameri " 


commerce. I say that he made it so that it was too plain to be q 
puted. Indeed it seems to be a concession on all hands that jt} 
gone to the bottom, as low as the nation ought to permit the deo; 
of commerce to go so far as it is within its power to remedy it 


that therefore it is o 


i 
decay 
and 


ur duty to consider the question. The honorabje 


Senator from Alabama presented it in one way; the honorable Sep. 
ator from New York [Mr. KERNAN] presented it in another way. jy 


his own way as clearly as possible, and the honorable Senato 


r from 


Kentucky [Mr. BEcK] also presented the same question. We )) 
agree that our commerce on the high seas has gone down to the very 
lowest point that as a nation we should permit it to go. How t¢ 


cure the evil, how to 


remedy this great trouble, is a problem of states. 


manship that requires care and thought and the most serious consid 
eration of those who are willing to give days of deliberation an 
nights of toil in discovering a proper remedy for it. It is no child's 


play, Mr. President. 


We know that the commerce of our countr 


has been growing ‘fine by degrees and beautifully less” ever since 
1855. We know that, and then as a remedy for it the Post-Off 
Committee undertakes to devise some scheme which will restore + 


us our commerce, 


Why, Mr. President, that is not the committee to whom app 


priately belongs the 


subject. That is not the doctor to give : 


ion or to prescribe remedies for any such disease. Their prescriy 
is a mere quack medicine and will de no more good than if they x 
ommended a box of Brandreth’s pills or a case of Plantation Bitters 


The Committee on I 


the proper committe 


‘jnance, the Committee on Ways and Means, is 
e to wrestle with this subject. That is th 


mittee to whom should be confided the great work of lifting fr 


bottom of the ocean 
float once more agai 
every port on the ha 


our American commerce to its surface an} 
1 and carry our flag as in former times it did 
bitable globe. 


Ah, but says the honorable Senator from Alabama, “ this is t 
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zens when they are interested in any subject 
the car-load? The right of petition is not 


known to belong to an American, but he exercises it early and ofte 
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And where are these 


clamoring multitudes who have no posta 


ties, who cannot communicate with their foreign corresponde! 
who cannot communicate perchance with “ the girl they left 


them ” in the old country and elsewhere ? 


? Are they here complai: 


of alack of postal facilities ? Where is the country whither ou! 


| do not go and to wh 


ich our people clamor that they ought to ¢ 


have heard no such voice. Where is the chief executive officer | 


postal department o 
sent his message, or 


authority to increase the postal facilities of the country : 


f this Government? Has he come toou! 


his letter, or memorial asking us to give ! 
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President ; that plea for this subsidy will not do ; it deceives! 
If I may be permitted in this august presence to relate an anec 


I remember the stor 
bring the doctor to a sick f 
was shown into the back room, and, with the inquisitiveness 0! | 


y of the boy who was sent to a doctor's ot 


amily, and the doctor being engages ™ 
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opened the closet-door, and there found the doctor’s skeleton. He 8 
once rushed from the office across the street ; the doctor followed 2 
shortly and begged the boy to come back, calling him from the opp: 


| site side and telling 


the boy, “ you can’t 


| got its clothes on.” 
guise of “ postal facilities.” 


Ah, Mr. President 


postal facilities with Brazil. A similar amendment was propose’ 


the Post-Office bill t 


, we were asked two years ago to increase 


him to come in, it was all right. “Ohno, sé 
fool me; it’s the same old skeleton, only }t "™ 
So it is now; it is “subsidy” dressed 10 


1 to 


hen, limiting it, however, to the South America! 








ve were asked to vote it then as granting additional postal 


rta, and V : tre. That bi 
ae with the South American ccuntry. Phat bill, as we all 


between the two Houses; the Post-Office bill did not be- 
it the close of the last session of the Forty-fifth Congress, 
lt in part of that was an extra session of Congress forthe 
ce of providing the means of carryingon the mails. Afterthat 


il - 
now, failed 
: me a law é 
and the resu 


purp 
| failed — aha , ara 
we MAXEY. The Senator from Maryland will allow me to sug- 
Pa ‘the Post-Oftice bill passed at the regular session of the Forty- 
n Congress. 


Mr WH) TE. What became of the amendment put on the Post- 
1 on which there was a committee of conference ? 
Mr. MAXEY. It failed between the two Houses, but the bill itself 


Me WHYTE. Was it withdrawn ? 
‘i, MAXEY. It failed in conference between the two Houses. It 
od, but the bill passed. 
“Mr, WHYTE. That was not my recollection of it. We had acom- 
shoe appointed in regard to the question of privilege between the 
veo Houses, 2nd my impression is that the bill failed. However, I 
rand corrected. 

\Mr, MAXEY. I was on the conference and recollect all about it. 
Mr, WHYTE. Iwas on the committee to consider the differences 
-+ween the two Houses on that Post-Office bill, and my recollection 
«as that it failed. I stand corrected, though, if the Senator from 
rexas corrects me. I may be mistaken; I am speaking entirely from 
' emory, and I do not stand uponit. The question was discussed 
over andover again, the conference failed to agree once or twice, and 
fat last they agreed, it escaped my recollection. 

However, Mr. President, soon after that desire for postal facilities 
sith Brazil, I remember to have seen a letter from the consul of the 
Vnited States at Para, one of the principal towns, in honor of which 
Mr, Roach has called one of his steamships. I was struck with that, 
nd T would like the Senate to see what the character of the facili- 
ses which American citizens have in these foreign countries for 

h we are to do so much by building up lines of steamships—what 
| {qcilities our people have in their post-offices. I will read a letter 
from the consul of the United States at Para, Brazil, dated January 


~ 1°0- 





Your communication of date November 4 last was received some time since, but 
nained unanswered for the reason that I have been exceedingly busy in the 
me, The Brazilian post-office system might possibly by some be considered 
yeculiar one. All mail matter for delivery is divided into two classes, one for 
razilians, the other for foreigners. ‘The first is handed out as inquired for, and 
tter is thrown into a heap—letters and papers, &c.—on a public table, where 
nd every person who chooses may at any time handle them over and appro- 
whichever and whatever they like. Of course there is much complaint 
ng Americans here of failure to receive their letters, but with such a system 
little surprising. 

















I think if the Post-Office Department were to direct its attention 
he facilities on land in Brazil it would be of far more importance 
American citizens than to devise means to carry their letters across 
he water, for after they have been carried to Para they run the risk 
i being picked up and taken off by somebody other than the gentle- 
nto whom they are addressed. But, Mr. President, there is no 
tieulty about our mail system with Brazil, or with Europe, or with 
y foreign countries ; there is no complaint of it; and this, I speak 
t respectfully, is a delusion, and if it were not sustained and com- 
wended by honorable Senators for whose character for integrity and 
gl-mindedness I have the greatest respect, I would say it was a 
are; but, respectfully and in parliamentary language, I have aright 
say it is a delusion. 
Mr. President, it is the sheerest folly for the Senate of the United 
ites to-day to suppose that by any amendment of this character 
yare to restore our foreign commerce in the smallest degree. 
‘le Senator from Alabama who last addressed us [Mr. MORGAN] 
¢ of this as a new and untried scheme to build up the commerce 
recountry ; he spoke of it as if we were not liberal-minded and 
é-minded enough to give this experiment a trial, when we know 
rr at the greatest element of statesmanship is to learn by experience, 
q ‘not be guilty of the same folly which our country has been guilty 
the past to its great injury. These are no new measures. 
years ago, during the extra session of the Twenty-seventh 
igress, Butler King, of Georgia, conceiving this same idea, that 
vas a grand scheme to build up American commerce, to build up 
yteat squadron of magnific ent vessels which could be used in the 
‘tying trade and in carrying the postal mails during peace and 
ted with guns upon their decks into frigates of war in time of 
1 foreign nations, proposed then as the Post-Oflice Com- 
® propose now to give a million dollars in aiding individuals to 
: “ish and maintain steamship lines. He brought in a famous 
1 mendation in a report reciting that England had done, review- 
igland’s course with its various steamship companies, with its 
tacts, with its establishments of lines to various parts of the 
pt where it had colonies, and asked us to imitate her example and 
‘o emulate her in building up as she had done her foreign com- 
€ in that way. That report carried with it a recommendation 
’ “ay of resolution directing the Secretary of the Navy to investi- 
he va * the subject and to report. What did that live man, Thomas H. 
to _ on, ten years afterward, say about that report? I have that 
ort here. I have renewed my recollection of it this morning. 
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What did he say in regard to that proceeding? In the second vol- 
ume of his Thirty Years, after describing the amount for the home 
squadron and citing the part of the report relating to the building 
up of foreign commerce by the subsidizing (he did not use the word 
then) of this line of steamers, Mr. Benton said : 


This resolution was adopted, and laid the foundation for those annual enorr 


mous 


appropriations for private lines of ocean steamers which have subjected many 
members of Congress to such odious imputations, and which has taken and is 
taking so many millions of the public money to enable individuals to break down 
competition and enrich themselves at the public expense. It was a measure worthy 
to go with the home squadron, and the worst of the two, each a useless waste of 
money, and each illustrating the difficulty and almost total as of getting 
rid of bad measures when once passed, and an interest created for them 

Ah, Mr. President, in brief, what a commentary upon the folly of 
that day. When we began, as I presume the supporters of this 
amendment will now begin, if they succeed, a system which it will 
be hard for us to throw off, a system which will take out of the pub- 
lic Treasury many millions of dollars, and at a time, too, when the 
people are crying out for a reduction of the taxes upon their indus- 
tries, and appealing to Congress to relieve them from their stamps on 
bank-checks, from taxes on bank deposits, and from taxes on various 
other articles which enter into the use of men day after day—at a 
time when we have not yet relieved the country of the war taxes, we 
are asked to open the Treasury door for this new expenditure of 
money, which will be as surely wasted in the future as public money 
in similar enterprises was wasted in the past. Let us see what was 
done. One of my honorable friends spoke about subsidies to the 
railroads, and told us the fact that in order to build the roads across 
the continent we had appropriated vast quantities.of the public 
domain, in all as by calculation 200,000,000 acres, worth at least 
$50,000,000, and we had appropriated these lands for various enter- 
prises of every sort and description. 

If there was any case in which there was reason that there should 
be an exception to a general rule it was in regard to the great rail- 
road to San Francisco, because the war showed that with no com- 
merce our possessions upon the Pacific slope were valueless to us, and 
unapproachable, and it was all-important, with the decay of American 
commerce on the high seas, to open a way from our sea-ports on the 
Atlantic to those magnificent harbors on the Pacific coast. But what 
was the voice of the people in regard to those subsidies? In 1870 Mr. 
Holman, of Indiana, introduced in the House of Representatives a res- 
olution declaring that those subsidies must stop; that it was squan- 
dering the public domain in the interests of corporations and deprivy- 
ing the people of the United States of much of that area of land upon 
which they were hereafter to settle, either they themselves or their 
children and their children’s children. Mr. Holman offered that res- 
olution in March, 1870, and there was not a single member of the 
House of Representatives, democrat or republican, who dared to raise 
his voice to say “nay.” It passedunanimously. Then in the Forty- 
fourth Congress the same character of resolution was adopted and 
carried overwhelmingly by the democracy then assembled in the 
lower House of Congress. 

Our honorable friends liken our country to England, and cite to us 
the course of England in regard to its foreign commerce and its postal 
facilities as an example for us to emulate and the road in which we 
should walk. How differently are the two nations situated. England 
had dependencies in almost every quarter of the globe. Her depends 
ents amounted in all to more than two hundred million people and 
were scattered everywhere. Was she to leave them? Was she to 
turn her back upon them? Was she not in the march of political 
conquest anxious to enlarge rather than abridge her area of pos- 
session? Was she to deny communication to those sent abroad with 
her army, or to those who had been sent abroad to establish corre- 
sponding houses of merchandise, of commerce, of finance in her vari- 
ous dependencies ? Was she to letthem go? Was she to let father 
thus be separated from son, wife from husband, business man from 
business man, without any effort? No, Mr. President. On the con- 
trary, it was her business not only totake care of them, but to build 
up every one of the ports whither her people had gone where her 
dependents lived, and it was her duty to provide as quick communi- 
cation with them as possible; to establish them in their financial 
business and in their manufacturing business, so that not only were 
her vessels to carry the mails to them, but to carry the manufactures 
of her country to them, manufactured by their orders to suit the 
tastes of the various people among whom her agents lived, and thus 
to build up a specific trade in which England would be mistress and 
nobody could compete with her. 

That was what England had in view, and thus it was that Eng 
land determined to open up lines of communication between her peo- 
ple and herself. Away back, before our Declaration of Independence, 
such was her policy, and for thirty years after we separated ourselves 
from her she kept up by public competition among her citizens con- 
tracts as I say for carrying the mails and carrying merchandise to 
the various ports which she wished toreach. After a while that did 
not do, and then England, conscious of her duty to her people, desir 
ing still to reach them, established her own packet system. She her- 
self established packets belonging to the British Government. Shall 
we follow that example? Will Senators recommend us to adopt the 
example of establishing packet lines owned by the United States, 
manned by naval officers, managed by the United States, and paid 
for out of the funds of the United States? I apprehend not. Then 
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she put them under the admiralty, and there the expense was lost | }! i. " 
: | tinued through several succeeding years, the whole policy of “+ Was Cor 


sight of. Why? Because the expense of the transportation of the 
mails and the work done by these steamships was hidden in the 
budget under the naval estimates. It came in from the lords of the 
admiralty, covered up out of sight, and the English people for years 
never saw what was being spent upon these packet ships run under 
the admiralty until finally she again broke up that system and opened 
to public competition the cat mn 

and paid them what they demanded under public competition, chang- 
ing the old rule that had prevailed in England, as it sometimes, 


ical favorites and partisans this public service to perform. 
lic got tired of that and demanded a change, and the demand, as 
almost always is the case in England, was answered by a surrender 
to the popular voice. 

Our case was entire 
in England’s course. 
try are- 


se 


y different. There 
It was no examp! 


was tn 


More honor’d in the breach than the observant 

But we started to subsidize lines in 1845, soon after the session of 
Congress. Let me show the Senate in brief what a hostile writer, a 
man who is opposed to the views which I am expressing upon this 
floor, says of this service. On page 55of a little pamphlet that I hold 
in my hand, written by a Mr. Henry Hall, I find what I shall read, 
and I ask the attention of Senators to it. I doubt not that many of 
them are familiar with it, but it is one of those experiences which it 
does no harm to have held up before us, that we may not forget what 
the past has taught and may not repeat it in the future. At all 
events, if it is repeated, let Senators repeat it with their eyes 
open: 

The plan proposed by Mr. King in 1841 w 000,000 annually 
for the transportation of the foreign mails. Forthis sum of money it was believed 
that there could be secured a line of four steamers from Boston to Havre to ac- 
commodate the growing commerce and immigration over that route ; a lineof four 


is to appropriate $1 


steamers from New York to Liverpool to contest the ground with the Cunard | 
and another | 


steamers ; a line of three vessels from Norfolk to the West Indies 
of three from New Orleans to the same islands 

Here it is all over again, the same old story, “ to be equitably distrib- 
uted.” Thatis thesugar-coated pillthat wearealltoswallow. It isnot 


nor Baltimore, but to be divided equitably, so t 
chance. So it was in 1841. 

In 1845 the Postmaster-General was authorized to l contract for ocean 
service in steamers wherever public interests requ 
cide upon the routes and ports of the several lines 


Here it is again, identically the same proposition : 


ving it to him to de- | 
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rying of the mails in steamship lines, | 
\ Aa | things 


o call for us to follow | 


Her practices in our coun- | 


| tice. 
| a commercial State, a State not agricultural in any great 


| the whole State government in the taxes levied upon its , 


Ay ' ~~: | was lifted in opposition to them from the agricultural States 
though not often, prevails here, of the admiralty giving to their polit- 


The pub- | 
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nia, 


1853-54, upon a proposition to reduce the compensation of Col} : 
t i ins t 


protect a 


They called it protection in those days— 


the whole policy of protection to steam navigation undergoing a tho, 
tracted discussion, and being, at times, the leading topic before ( 
opposition to the subsidy system came chiefly from the South. The 
that section had become predominant in politics, and the interest ¢}, 
was dictating the whole policy of the Government on economical] , ' 
abolition of the protective tariff had been conceded to it years before, a 
Jefferson Davis and Judah P. Benjamin were active advocatps os 
donment of the carrying-trade of the Atlantic to British hands. an 1 har 
e ‘ Mr. Cliy 
North Carolina, proposed that an attempt should be made to induc 
abandon the subsidy system—a suggestion at the same time hopeles 
The arguments of the Congressmen from the agricultural States were 
in 1855 by offers from the North German Lloyd Company, which had 
steamers from Hamburg, and by Mr. Vanderbilt, who had two oy thre; 
for which he wished to tind employment, to carry the mails et redux 
Then this writer, anxious to fire the northern heart in fayo, 
scheme, puts it upon the southern people that they had defeats 
sidies to steam mail ships through political designs and Political ar 
In behalf of the South I deny it. It was opposed in , 


Sta 


degree 
State whose chief city pays the greatest portion of the anne ie 
0 eT 

and its manufactures. Our people opposed it upon the ground ¢} 
it was folly; that it was unwise in the people of this country ¢, 
sidize any steam lines, and to give them great largesses to’ 
rich either as individuals or powerful as corporations at t! 
of the many who were paying the taxes that went into 
Treasury. 

But the experiment failed; it went by the board, and w, 


no more of subsidies until the close of the war, when Corne} 
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| rison came here with his line of steamers for Brazil and the goy3) 





Under thia law he contracted with Edward Mills for four ships and twenty trips | 


a year from New York to Bremen and Havre, for $400,000 ; and with E. K. Collins 
& Co. for four ships and twenty trips from New York to Liverpool for $385,000. 
Contracts were also made for service from New York to New Orleans and the Isth- 
mus of Panama, and from Panama to California and Oregon, for $489,600 

I ask the attention of the Senate to this. In all $1,274,600 was ex- 
pended in the year 1°45 for this identical purpose that it is now pro- 
posed we shall spend a million dollars for. 

Congress approve d these contracts 


and advanced part of the money upon them 
to assist in building the ships 


This proposition does not advance to anybody; it inures to no- 
body’s benefit but that invisible contractor who has got iron steam- 
ships of the class described in his possession to-day. 

It was stipulated that their hulls should be strong enough for war purposes. 
Service began on the Bremen line with one ship in July, 1847; line to Cali- 
fornia in 1-48; and on the line to Liverpool in 1250 with two ships, two more being 


added within a year. By 1851 we had three steamships trading to Bremen and 
Havre, and four to Liverpool, under the pay of the Government, and— 


+} 
on the 


Says this writer, who is hostile to my view— 


our reply to England had been made 


It was a reply, i The Treasury books can tell how we suf- 
fered by that reply, and I should like to find some of the vessels that 
we put upon the ocean to do that work, which was to flaunt the 
American tlag in the face of the British lion. 

In 1850 lines from the we 
were proposed, and a line v 
pay of $50,000 a year 


stern coast to China, and from the eastern to Africa, 
is started to run from Charleston to Havana, under a 


Let us see what became of our reply to England. The Collins line 
was first subsidized at an expense of $335,000 a year. It went on 
year by year. Like Oliver Twist, Collins and his people came to the 
doors of Congress asking for “ more.” The daughters of the horse- 
leech never can be satisfied. At in 1852 we had increased the 
subsidy to the Collins line, which began at $385,000, to $858,000. They 
came here year by year asking for help. Why did they not succeed ? 
I tell you what the advocates of this measure say out of the Senate. 
It is a matter of public history. Itell you why they say they did not 
succeed. Their argument is not true, but here is what they say was 
the cause. It ran along, I think, until 1855. Then Congress, aroused 
to the folly of attempting to keep up American commerce by any 
such means, determined that the appropriations should cease. But 
just before that, according to my recollection, an appropriation only 
for $350,000 had passed Congress and was vetoed by Franklin Pierce 
on the ground that it was a waste of public money. Congress itself 
afterward set its face like flint against it until the war broke ont. 
Says this writer : 

The agricultural interests of the United States appeared in Congress in 1853 
and demanded a cancellation of the contracts... Debate began in the session of 
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: : 00 | again. 
to be exclusive in its character, not from New York, nor Philadelphia, | ,.° 
hat all shall have a | 


; merce then. 


ern ports, and said to the people of this country that if they w 
subsidize his vessels and give a good fat bonus he would contes; 
the ocean with England and other nations the supremacy of j 
rying trade. Congress did it for ten years. It began with an anny; 
subsidy of $150,000 and it lasted until 1875, and now within tive yy 
of that disastrous failure we are asked to repeat the folly and jeg) 
What good did it do to American commerce? Look at ¢ 
record. Facts speak like the spear of Ithuriel as it moves. Yoy 
not get away; it is exact. So with the facts with regard to t] 

Let us see what Garrison did for us with Bra: 

Our ae from that country for the six years just preceding th 
ment of the Garrison line averaged per annum $14,528,533; while our ex) 
the same time averaged per annum $5,713,511 

During all that period there was no subsidy ; there was no five h 
dred thousand dollars for carrying the mails and thereby incident 
building up American commerce. During the ten years cover 
the Garrison line— 

The value of our average annual imports— 

I ask the attention of honorable Senators to this; these ar 
arguments, they are facts; they cannot be disputed; they are f 
taken from the public records— 

The value of our average annual imports was $29,463,405 ; 
nual value of our exports was but $6,364,600. 


whil 


So that the Senate will see that we bought twice as much asy 


| there was no subsidy and we increased our sales but one- 


We bought twi 


although donating for the experiment $1,500,000. 


| as much from Brazil as we bought before we gave any subsidy at al] 


we doubled our imports and increased our exports one-eighth. \ 
wonder when 1875 came Mr. Garrison was told, ‘* We have no mor 
money for you.” No wonder he was turned away from the Halls o! 
Congress. 

Do not let us forget the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. Ge 
tlemen will not forget how we subsidized that line. While we ma) 
not forget it, can we not draw a veil over the eyes of the America 
people and save them from the specter of that scandal which smirche¢ 
Congress and excluded one of the members from the House of Re 
resentatives? It was before that, twenty-five years before that 
when Benton spoke of the horrors of such a system being i 
upon legislation. It has gone. 

Mr. President, I have not a word to say of denunciation fo! 
body. I speak of the system as foolish. I have a right as a mel 
ber of the American Senate to speak of legislation as folly, 10 1 
judgment. Other Senators may speak of my inveighing against! 
as folly in their judgment ; I accept their criticisms uponamy concl 
but here we are with the lamp of experience shedding its light Uj 
the pathway over which we have trodden; here we are with the 4s 
tory of our own commerce; and now, to-day, we are confronted wi 
the same proposition by bonroable Senators, who are sincere in the 
belief that it will do good for our country ; but with this light beior' 
my eyes, with this glare upon the subject, to which I cannot cos 
them, I for one will not only vote against the proposition, but - 
spite of the impatience of my colleagues on this floor, in spite 0! TN" 
desire to dispose of this bill as hurriedly as possible, I have te . 
was a duty to the people I have represented for the last six yon 
upon this floor, before I left the Senate, to shoot one Parthian art" 
at the system of subsidies, and to warn my brethren against allo" 
ing it again to become a barnacle upon our great ship of state. 

Mr. Roach comes to Congress as he has a right to come ; as an Amer 
ican citizen he has a right to appeal to Congress to adopt his view 
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a right to denounce in proper language, as he does, the Cham- 


» has ; ; on or : 
- of Commerce of Boston, the Chamber of Commerce of New York, 
the Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia, I think, and also to de- 


-oance me if he thinks lama chamberof commerce also. I am willing 
Ut 


+o take it. Ihave read his testimony. Why does he not show us 
ee his steamships for the last thirty months have been working? 
Why does he not put in his testimony whether he can live without 
pis subsidy ? Why does he not tell us whether he is now making 
money in the carrying trade between New York and South American 
ports ¢ He is on that subject as silent as the grave. He puts in a 
jong list of articles that his vessels have carried in the last thirty 
months. What are they? What do they amount to in dollars and 
cents? That important question is left out. Knick-knacks and no- 
tions, little traps of American manufacturers he enumerates; but on 
jis list of exports are the same articles of flour and petroleum and soon, 
which we have carried in our poor little thirty-odd sailing ships from 
the port of Baltimore. W hy does not the trade come here and tell us 
that Mr. Roach’s line in thirty months has opened up splendid oppor- 
tunities for American manufactures and American commercial men ? 
Why does he not point out what this grand scheme has proved by an 
experience of thirty months? Why does he not tell us how much it 
costs to run his vessels; how much freight he gets, and then tell the 
American Congress, “I am building up a trade for your people ; Iam 
opening to them objects which heretofore have been sealed books, 
and 1am giving them outlets for their surplus agricultural products 
and for their manufactures; Iam giving them a chance to become 
rich: all Lask is for Congress to make up the difference between what 
it costs me to run my ships in a year and whatI am really entitled to 
as a fair compensation for the interest upon my $400,000 invested in 
each of the ships, and on the capital that I have investsd in this enter- 
prise?” Give us something tangible; give us something specific to 
act upon if he is not making money; but in the absence of that, in 
the absence of a demand for mail facilities, in the absence of a refusal 
to carry the mails, in my opinion there is no justification for the pas- 
sage of this amendment, and I enter my protest against it as but the 
repetition of a folly of which the American nation has been guilty 
before. 

Mr. MAXEY. If no other Senator desires to discuss the amendment 
reported from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, I will 
close the discussion. I had intended to discuss somewhat at length 
the proposed amendment, but I know that the Senate is worried 
out—I am myself—and what I shall say will be as brief as circum- 
stances will admit. The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads 
have offered an amendment tothe pending Post-Office appropriation 
bill, the object of which amendment is to appropriate $1,000,000 for 
additional mail service between this and foreign countries in iron 
steamships. That amendment contains a proviso which reads as 
follows: 

That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and manned by 
American citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be iron steamships, 
accepted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due inspection, as in all respects sea- 
worthy and properly fitted to such service. 

I desire to say right here that I shall not indulge in an oracular or 
et cathedra style. If I had any disposition anywhere on earth to in- 
dulge in such a style, which I have not, it would not be in the Senate 
of the United States. It has been argued that the effect of the amend- 
ment is to aid some invisible owner of vessels who alone could comply 
with the terms of the amendment. The amendment was framed in 
accordance with the act of 1792, which required the right to registra- 
tion to rest alone upon the ownership of the vessel and the fact that 
it was commanded by a citizen of the United States. The ownership 
must be American, the command must be American, and under the 
act of 1792 it} made no difference where the ship was built. This 
amendment was framed according to the principle of that act. The 
object of the proviso to the amendment was to avoid, in so far as the 
mail service was concerned, that requirement of the existing naviga- 
tion laws contained in section 4132 of the Revised Statutes, which is 
as follows : 

Vessels built within the United States, and belonging wholly to citizens there- 
of, and vessels which may be captured in war by citizens of the United States, and 
lawfully condemned as prize, or which may be adjudged to be forfeited for a breach 
of the laws of the United States, being wholly owned by citizens, and no others, 
may be registered as directed in this title. — 

When the amendment proposed by the Committee on,Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads was agreed to in committee the right of every mem- 
ver, as has been stated by members of that committee who have 
spoken, was reserved to vote as he saw proper upon such amendments 
as might be presented to the committee’s amendment, the committee 
agreeing upon the proposition as reported in order that the subject 
night be brought to the attention of the Senate that something be 
done toward restoring American commerce in so far as this might be 
‘egitimately done in the carrying of the mails across the ocean. The 
views of members differed as to whether this could be done by en- 
couraging the purchase of ships on the markets of the world, or by 
the employment of American-built ships in carrying the mails, all 
agreeing that whatever could be efficiently, economically, and con- 
Seely done toward restoring the carrying trade ought to be 

e. 

I for one believe in the right of an American to go anywhere, into 
any country in the world, and buy a ship where he can get that ship 
the cheapest; and being owned by Americans and manned by Amer- 
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icans, I believe that he should have the right to register it as an 


American ship and sail it under the American flag. The Constitu- 
tion having granted to Congress the power to establish post-oftices 
and post-roads, Congress has the right in its discretion to select such 


instrumentalities as it believes to be necessary and proper to aid it 
in the execution of that trust. If Congress believe that it could bet- 


ter execute this trust by authorizing its citizens to go into the open 
markets of the world and buy ships where they may be bought cheap- 
est, it has a right so to do, and it is not a violation of the navigation 


laws. I believe that if we adopt a system of going into the markets 
of the world and buying ships, and let those ships be manned by 
American citizens and have them to carry the mails throughout the 
various countries of the world, it would be the beginning of a system 
which would ultimate in the restoration of the American carrying 
trade, which has fallen so fearfully within the last twenty-five years 
I believe that there would be not only a cessation of the decadence, 
but ultimately a restoration, of the American carrying trade. I be- 
lieve it would be the beginning of what would terminate in the res- 
toration of that grand trade, and so believing I favored bringing the 
subject to the attention of the Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD. May I ask the Senator from Texas a question? It 
will not interfere with the Senator? 

Mr. MAXEY. Not atall; but I donot intend to occupy much time. 

Mr. BAYARD. I merely wish to ask the Senator whether, while 
proclaiming his willingness that ships entirely constructed’ abroad 
should be brought into this country free, he is willing at the same 
time that ship-builders in America should be allowed to have free 
the material wherewith to construct ships? 

Mr. MAXEY. Unquestionably. Ibelieve in free ships, and I would 
be perfectly willing to see everything that goes into a vessel, now 
made in an American ship-yard, come in free from duty—except its 
just revenue proportion—and thereby aid in the restoration of the 
carrying trade of our country. Iam in the most unqualified way a 
free-trade man—that is to say, for a tariff for revenue only—be- 
lieving that a man has the right to go anywhere in the wide world 
and buy a ship where he can get it cheapest ; and in the encourage- 
ment of our ship-yards, I would be willing to see materials which go 
into those ships brought in and put into the ships as free as we could 
do it, paying only a fair and reasonable proportion toward the sup- 
port of the Government, requiring, of course, the same of ships 
bought abroad. I believe in that. 

Mr. BAYARD. Paying a reasonable proportion in what shape? 

Mr. MAXEY. In the shape of a reasonable tariff. I am opposed 
to protective tariff of every kind. Iam a revenue-tariff man, being 
a democrat. 

Mr. President, that is the view I took of this matter. The Senator 
from Alabama [ Mr. ny says that he believes the provision as 
drawn by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads would enti- 
tle these ships to registration. Had it not been for the discussion 
and the vote after that discussion I should have come to the same 
conclusion; but the Senator from Alabama saw proper to offer this 
as an amendment : 

When vessels built in other countries are so accepted and employed, the same 
shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges secured by law to vessels built in 
Se States of America, except the privilege of engaging in the coastwise 

rade. 

I voted for this amendment because, if there were any doubt of 
the right of registration of ships “owned and manned by American 
citizens,” although not built here, so long as employed in carrying 
the mail, it was but fair dealing to remove the doubt. It was right 
that the point should be made perfectly clear. 

That amendment was deliberately voted down, showing that the 
sense of the Senate is that, although vessels built in foreign countries 
might be bought and owned by our citizens for the purpose of carry- 
ing the mails and be manned by American citizens, yet they should 
not be entitled to registration. To my mind this keeps the word of 
promise to our ear and breaks it to our hope. In other words, the 
effect of voting down the proposition of the Senator from Alabama is 
to limit a contract under the amendment proposed by the Post-Office 
Committee to American-built ships and no others. I do not believe 
in that principle. I voted for the amendment of the Senator from 
Alabama, because it removed any possible doubt.as to the true con- 
struction of the committee’s amendment, and beyond doubt or cavil 
entitled to registration ships owned and manned by American citizens 
wherever built, as they would have been under the act of 1792. When 
the Senate voted that down, it practically declared that no ships ex- 
cept American-built ships should be employed in carrying the mails 
or be entitled to registration. 

The Senator from Alabama, [Mr. PUGH, ] my colleague on the Post- 
Office Committee, gave so clearly and fully the reasons influencing 
him, which have induced me from the beginning to support some 
measure of this kind, that it is wholly unnecessary for me to repeat 
the argument. I find that in 1830 we had a population something 
over twelve millions. We have now 50,000,000. I find that we had 
only twenty-three miles of railroad in operation then. We have over 
eighty thousand miles in operation now. I find that fifty years ago 
we raised 976,000 bales of cotton. Last year, in 1880, we raised 
5,500,000 bales. I find that in 1830 we had no telegraph. Now we 
have over one hundred thousand miles of telegraph. I find that fifty 
years ago we had in round numbers but 8,000 post-oflices; we now 
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have 40,000. I find that fifty years ago our imports were $70,000,000 
and our exports $14,000,000. In 1°79 our imports were £466,000,000 
and our exports $715,000,000. I find that in 1840 we raised “4,000,000 
bushels of wheat, and in 1280 we raised 460,000,000 bushels. I find 
that in 1840 we raised 35,000,000 pounds of wool, and last year we 
raised 225,000,000 pounds. We had spindles in cotton factories, forty 
years ago, 2,000,000; in 1880, 10,000,000; and so it goes all the way 
around. All the great industries of this country have increased amaz- 
ingly, save and except the carrying trade, which has gone down and 
has almost entirely disappeared. ; 

Many causes have been assigned for the decadence of our carrying 
trade. In 1868 gentlemen who spoke in the oracular style declared 
that it was due to the fluctuating currency of this country, but the 
record shows that the fall in our carrying trade was greater after the res- 
toration of specie payments two years ago than it wasin 1868. Others 
again say that it was due to the war, that great scape-goat which has 
to bear so many sins. Remove the cause and the effect would neces- 
sarily be removed. The cause has long since been removed and all 
other industries have revived, but the carrying trade has not re- 
vived. That reason will not do. I find other gentlemen say that 
there have been so many avenues leading to profitable investments 
that there has been no room for the investment of money in the car- 
rying trade. I find that for years past money has been growing year 
by year cheaper and cheaper until it has got down to 4 per cent. and 
even as to United States bonds to 34 per cent., so that that reason 
will not do. Money is cheap enough and yet the carrying trade does 
not revive. What then isthe reason? My deliberate judgment is 
that it is owing to the navigation laws of thiscountry. Every other 
cause which has been assigned can be explained away. That has not 
been explained away, and the man does not live on this earth who 
can explain it away, in my judgment. 

[ represent in part on this floor an agricultural State ; a State which 
last year raised between a million and twelve hundred thousand bales 
of cotton; which stands third among the States in the amount of wool 
sent to the markets of the world; a State which is first in the great 
production of cattle; a State which is deeply interested in cheap 
freights; a State which wants to see the great carrying trade restored 
ipon the high seas under our own flag, regardless of where the ships 
are built. I want the carrying trade restored, not that my State is 
nterested in the ship-building business ; not that I care anything for 
the quarrel whichis going on between my honorable friend from Mary- 


‘land [Mr. WiryTE] and his pet familiar John Roach, one blazing at 


the other from the Senate Chamber, and the other returning the fire 
from somewhere else. I care nothing about that. The question is 
one of the utmost importance ; one aifecting the toilers of the coun- 
try, the men who work the plow, the loom, and the anvil, who raise 
or manufacture products to be sent to the markets of the world to be 
exchanged for coin and such commodities as we need. Those pro- 
ducers and consumers of foreign commodities want competition in the 
carrying trade, and thus cheap freights; they want the $120,000,000 
paid to foreign ship-owners annually, and which ultimately comes 
out of the pockets of the people, kept at home to do its good work in 
enriching our own and not the people of foreign countries. 

What will restore this great carrying trade? Every one of us is 
in favor of doing that. We have from the Post-Office Committee 
presented a measure in which is contained, as I believe, properly con- 
strued, the right to go into the markets of the world and buy ships 
and have those ships registered ; but when the direct question was 
brought up on the amendment of the Senator from Alabama and 
presented squarely to the Senate the Senate decided that that was 
not the case, because the amendment was ruled to be original legis- 
lation. If, then, it is original legislation it was because the amend- 
ment proposed by the committee does not contain the right to go into 
the markets of the world and buy these ships and have them regis- 
tered. With that construction of the committee’s amendment, upon 
which the Postmaster-General would doubtless act, the great purpose 
I had in view is gone. With that construction I cannot vote for the 
amendment of the committee, although had the Morgan amendment 
been adopted I would gladly have done so. 

I have no doubt that my views will be criticised by the foreign 
ship-owners who get eight-tenths of the ocean mail carrying of the 
United States, who sail their ships under the British flag, the flag of 
France, and the flag of Germany, from the port of New York across 
the high seas, for whoever attempts to build up the American carry- 
ing trade necessarily brings down upon his head the anathemas of 
that class. I have nodoubt my views will be criticised by the Ameri- 
can ship-builders, because I want to bring competing ships in against 
their ships for the benefit of those who have the freight to pay, the 
producer and consumer. These are the men who have at last to pay 
tor the carrying trade. The products of American industry are car- 
ried across the water in foreign vessels and exchanged for foreign 
commodities such as we need, and are brought back and consumed 
here, and the great bulk of freights are paid by our people to foreign 
ship-owners. 

They are the men in whom I am interested. I am interested in 
the people who raise this vast surplus production which seeks a 
market across the water, although I would do all I could reasonably 
to aid the American ship-builder. With the producer and consumer 
cheap freights is the great point. I want also to save the $120,000,- 
000 of gold which we pay to foreigners for bringing their vessels to 
our ports and carrying our products across the water and exchang- 
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ing them for foreign commodities; to be brought back to on 
in foreign ships. 

We have built 60,000 miles of railway in this country. Wo ¢, 
millions of dollars annually for the improvement of our ra 
harbors. What for? It is to land our products in the harbors o¢ + 
United States. We get them there, and when they get there has 
then done? The foreign bottom takes up the American prodn is 
carries them across the waters, and lands them in a foreign port pte 
exchanging them for foreign goods brings them back to oy, ,.. 
ports. Those goods are brought back in foreign bottoms to ay lacs : 
can custom-house, and thence distributed out among the Ame oe 
people, and we pay $120,000,000 annually for it. That may he « > 
and those who want to bring that thing to an end may be ¢ Sas 
travagant. Ido not think so. I believe that the amendment sh, 
have been amended by the proposition of the Senator from Alabam 
making plain what ought to be plain, that the Postmaster-Geno,,} 
could employ vessels for carrying the mails wherever he could fing 
them, and wherever they could be built, and at the cheapest dens 
then have them registered so long as they remain in that service « 
that they shall be entitled to all the benefits of American regigte,,. 
ships. I do believe that the outcome of that would have been a ores s 
stride toward rebuilding our shipping trade. eo 

Had the line been established from New York and New Orleans 
the two lines touching at the ports of Norfolk and of Galvyestoy .. 
named in the bill of two years ago, and thence down to South Amery i 
to St. Thomas, Para, and Pernambuco, it would have been the ian. 
turing of the grandest prize that this country could possibly hope tp 
secure ; a trade which amounts annually to over five hundred mi}}io; 
dollars, because the trade of France, Germany, and England to Mexieg 
Central America, and South America amounts annually to over fiye 
hundred million dollars. These places are at our very doors; and ye 
the hue and cry of subsidy was raised by some who did not see proper 
to look through the great question. The result of it was the bil! passed 
the Senate by a very decided majority, but by some means or other 
the bill was lost in the House; and the Southern States lost by tha: 
more than they have lost by the failure of any other commercial] jj! 
that has been before Congress for many years. I voted for that }jl}, 
and would cheerfully vote for it again. It would have shown to 
Americans exactly where they would start, where to land, what part 
of the people, what States, would have been benefited by it; and, 
although I would have preferred in that bill that the right to sail any 
ships whatever, wherever built, might be given to the Postmaster. 
General, yet, it being a mere question of policy, the great purpose we 
had in view—the securing the trade of the countries south of us— 
overrode what in that case wasaminor point. The present amendment, 
however, was for broader ends; and the question of free ships is with 
many of us a vital point. 

The construction which has been placed upon this amendment de- 
prives it, in my judgment, of its greatest merit—the privilege of going 
into the markets of the world and securing and employing ships t 
carry the mail where they could be got cheapest. I hand in, as part 
of my remarks, a table, showing the amounts paid to American and 
foreign vessels for ocean mail transportation performed during th 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1880: 
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Amounts paid to American and foreign vessels for ocean mail trans) 
tion performed during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1880. 


Service. American. Foreign. 


. Transatlantic *$1, 964 28 | $151, 943 61 
2. Transpacific 10, 717 20 1, 909 8&9 
3. Miscellaneous ---| 25,340 21 4, 808 89 


38, 021 69 158, 662 39 


* American line from Philadelphia to Liverpool 


Items of Nos. 2 and 3 of the above statement. 


Service. American. Foreign. 


2. Transpacific: 
To Japan and Hong-Kong and the East 
DRE civncchvaseass sacnmaaheuses's<6505%e $1, 206 85 
To Shanghai . 303 38 
To Australia, New Zealand, Fiji Islands, &c 9,206 97 | 


10, 717 20 | 1, 909 89 
3. Miscellaneous : 
To and from the Isthmus of Panama, Cen- j 
tral America, and South Pacific 12,983 33 | 
To Mexico, Cuba, and Porto Rico ---| 7,835 14 | 340 
To and from the West India Islands 837 97 
To 
To Venezuela 
To Canada 
To Newfoundland 
From Uruguay 


1, 281 03 


35 


Te tal 


: neee . ‘ jg 
Thus it will be seen that we pay $158,000 to the owners 0? fore) 
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for carrying American mails while we pay the owners of | I also present a table showing the exact ships which are employed 
,merican ships but $38,000 for their service. It is humiliating that | in the carrying of the mails, those registered as American vessels and 
this great country, how the head of all the nations of the earth, should | foreign vessels, showing theratio, and it will be most valuable, I think. 
nave to employ the ships of any other nation on the earth to carry | to the American people to see such a tableasthat. It shows the hu- 
its mails anywhere for the still more humiliating reason that we have | miliating attitude in which we are placed by not adopting some meas- 


vessels 


not enough ships suited to this work. | ure to rebuild the carrying trade of our country: 
Schedule of steamers appointed to convey the United States mails to foreign countries during the month of February, 1881. 
TRANSATLANTIC MAILS, 
From New } ork. 
| Hour of closing 
mail at post 
4 . ; D in ® Aanttens a Ee office at port 
Date ot) sailing days. Name of steamer Name of line | Port of de sination and inv “| of departure Mails to be conveyed 
sailing mediate ports of call. . 
| 
| A.M. P.M. 
— = SOS  cnihasintaietepietaatatn ~ = |} — 
Feb. 1 | Tuesday..--. Wisconsin* ...... Williams & Guion .......... Queenstown t..... cine 1 OF i csnde Mails for Great Britain and Ireland ; also 
| German, Austrian, French, Belgian, 
Netherlands, Swiss, Italian, and Spanish 
y i : closed mails. 
eb, 2| Wednesday..| Atlas*............. CURORG . occ sesasscccescceese So | SFO feccucs Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; also 
German, Austrian, Belgian, Netherlands, 
Swiss, Italian, and Spanish closed mails ; 
also specially addressed correspondence 
. for France, 
Feb, 2| Wednesday..| Labrador* .......... General Transatlantic ...... I i a ein Cel o. Mails for France direct. 
Feb. 2 | Wednesday..| P. Caland*.......... | Netherlands Steam Naviga- | Rotterdam .................. 11.30 |......| Mails for the Netherlands direct 
| _ tion Company. 
Feb. 3 | Thursday....| City of Montreal* ..) Inman ............-..-e-ee0. Queenstown | . } ae Mails for Ireland direct ; also specially ad 
dressed correspondence for Great Britain 


| and the Continent. 
Thureday...-| Herder® ..cccccccee Hamburg American Packet. | Plymouth, Cherbourg, and SD | csanc Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; also 
Hamburg. German, Austrian, Belgian, Netherlands, 
Swiss, Italian, and Spanish closed mails 
via Plymouth; mails for France direct ; 
| mails for Germany direct ; also Austrian, 
Danish, Swedish, and Norwegian closed 
| mails via Hamburg 
Feb. 5 | Saturday ....| Britamnic*.......... | i I  danaesvecdnsenuons Queenstown f¢ .......cceee i 0 OO lewneae Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; also 
French, Belgian, Netherlands, Swias, 
Italian, and Spanish closed mails; also 
specially addressed correspondence for 
Germany and Scotland. 
2 08 J cccace | Mails for Scotland direct. 
Mails for Belgium direct 
| Oe lataced | Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; also 
| German, Austrian, French, Belgian, 
J | Netherlands, Swiss, Italian, Spanish, and 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Feb. 5 | Saturday ....| Ethiopia* ...... Se eee onsel Ms « veundsadeeens ‘xen 
Feb. 5 | Saturday ....| Waesland*.......... BE We idcnge «scccquepencun | Antwerp 
5 | Saturday ..../ Donau* ............. North German Lloyd........ Southampton and Bremen 


— 
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Swedish closed mails via Southampton ; 
mails for Germany direct ; also Austrian, 
Danish, and Norwegian closed mails via 
Bremen. 

OA OP liscaex Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; also 
German, Austrian, French, Belgian, 
Netherlands, Swiss, Italian, and Spanish 

| closed mails. 

EB. OD hewsnes | Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; also 

German, Austrian, Belgian, Netherlands, 

Swiss, Italian, and Spanish closed mails ; 

| \ also specially addressed correspondence 
| for France. 
Wednesday..| Ferdinand de Les-} General Transatlantic ...... PN cabtictniibehinwweenwal Be Mails for France direct. 
| $ 
seps. | ! 

Feb. 9 | Wednesday..| Rotterdam*......... Netherlands Steam Naviga- | Rotterdam............. was OP hs cin | Mails for the Netherlands direct 

s } tion Company. 

| Thursday....} Lessing*........... ,| Hamburg American Packet. anon. Cherbourg, and, 

| | amburg. 


& } Tuesday..... Nevada* .......- Williams & Guion........... | Queenstown ft ...........- 


| 
Wednesday..| Parthia* ............ f CRD Sake we ieds cd caicceees | Queenstown | ........-..- 


23. lrcvcncl Mails for Germany and Austria via Pl; 
mouth; mails for France direct; mails 
for Germany direct; also Austrian, Dan 
ish, Swedish, and Norwegian closed mails 
via Hamburg; also specially addressed 
correspondence for Great Britian and the 

om ; _ Continent. 
Thursday....| Baltic*........... aut  WHEEO i evecasescesednecns | Queenstown f ...2.---.---. sh | eee Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; alse 
| Belgian, Netherlands, Swiss, Italian, and 
Spanish closed mails; also specially ad 
| dressed corre spondence for Germany and 
att France 
12 | Saturday ....| Rhein*............ | North German Lloyd....... Southampton and Breman..| £2. OP Nsesece | Mails for Germany, Austria, and Sweder 
via Southampton; mails for Germany 
direct; also Austrian, Danish, and Nor 
wegian closed mails via Bremen; also 
specially addressed correspondence for 
| Great Britain and the Continent 


* | Saturday ....| City of Berlin*...... | Inman ........--+-sceece----|/ QUEENSTOWN f cccccccccccccess 12.00m. |.....- Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; also 
German, Austrian French, Belgian 
| | Netherlands, Swiss, Italian, and Spanish 
) . . | | closed mails 
ee Saturday ....| Furnessia*.........-} Anchor ..........<«. occoce! GIMSgOW . ...22ccccccccnee TS. CR Ws Locos as Mails for Scotland direct 
eb. 22 | Saturday ..../ Zeeland*............ OS eae aera ain ae | Antwerp ...... nielat didnieesincandl lvitwiaan teen | 300 | Mails for Belgium direct. 
0.19 | Tuesday ..... | Abyssinia* ...... Williams & Guion.......... Queenstown f ...........--- KO lecacen | Mails for Great Britain and Ireland ; also 
German Austrian, French, Belgian 
| Netherlands, Swiss, Italian, and Spanis! 
eb. 1 7 | : Bl | closed mails. 
Wednesday ..| Bothnia*............ } COMA . cccccccconcocess wah, QUOORBIIWE YT. 000 cecccucece } As. =: | Mails for Great Britain and Ireland ; also 
| 1 | German, Austrian, Belgian, Netherlands, 
| Swiss, Italian, and Spanish closed mails 
| also specially addressed correspondence 
Feb. 1 y | . 1" | tor France p 
16 | Wednesday ..| France*............. | General Transatlantic ...... sHavre ....... fa ara nS Mails for France direct 
* Foreign vessel and line. t This vessel also sails to Liverpoo! 
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Schedule of steamers appointed to convey the United States mails to foreign countries during the month of February, 1881—Continneg. 


Date of 


: Name of steamer 
sailing. _ 


Sailing days 


Feb. 16 | Wednesday 


Feb. 17 Thursda issels* 


Thursday... 


Saturday Germanic*. 


| Saturday 
Saturday .. 


.| Circassia* 
Neckar* 


9 
= 


Feb | Tuesday .....) Wyoming* 


| 
| Wednesday. . 


Feb. 23 Batavia* 


| Wednesday 
| Thursday. ... 


Feb. 23 


Feb. 24 SR ckies sudewins 


Feb, 24 | Thursday....) Frisia*..... 


Feb, 26 | Satarday ....) Oder*...... 


Feb. 26 | Saturday . City of Richmond* 


Devonia* 


| Saturday j 
| Rhynland* 


Saturday 


Saturday . Marathon* 


| Saturday Samaria* . 
| Saturday 


Saturday .... 


Feb Wednesday..) Lord Clive} 


Feb. Wednesday . Ohio}... 
Feb. 


Feb. 19 
Feb. 23 


Wednesday..| Pennsylvania } 


Jelgenland* 
Indiana? 


Saturday 
Wednesday 


Feb. 10 
Feb. 2 


Hermann* 
Kéln* 


Thursday... 
Thursday. - - 


* Foreign vessel and line. 


Nan 


Netherlands Steam Naviga 


tion Com 
Inman 


White Star 


Hamburg-American packet . 


TRANSATLANTIC MAILS. 


From New York. 


| 


Port of destination and inter- 


1¢ of line mediate ports of call. 


Rotterdam 
pany. 
Queenstown f 


Plymouth, ¢ 
famburg 


| Glasgow 
Southampton and Bremen . 


| Ville de Marseilles*.| General Transatlantic soeeee| Havre 


| Queenstown f 


Hamburg-American packet.| Plymouth, Cherbourg, 


Cunard 
Cunard 
Cunard ... 


Cunard 


American 
pany. 
American 
pany. 
American 
| pany. 
Red Star 
|} American 
pany. 


| North Gert 


North German Lloyd 


Hamburg 


Southampton and Bremen.. 


Glasgow 
Antwerp 


From Bos ton. 


Queenstown and Liverpool. . 
Queenstown and Liverpool.. 
| Queenstown and Liverpool. . 


Queenstown and Liverpool. .) 


| 
| 


From Philadelphia. 


Steamship Com- | Queenstown and Liverpool.. 


Steamship Com- | Queenstown and Liverpool. .| 


Steamship Com- | Queenstown and Liverpool.. 
Antwerp 


Steamship Com- | Queenstown and LAverpedt..} 


From Baltimore. 


nan Lloyd | Bremen 


| Bremen 


+ This vessel also sails to Liverpool. 


Hour of closing 
mail at post- 
oftice at port | 


of departure. Mails to be conve 


Mails for the Netherlands dire 

Mails for Great Britain and Irejay 
selgian, Netherlands, Swiss. Ita) 
Spanish closed mails; also specis 
dressed correspondence for Germ.» 
France. ; 

Mails for Great Britain and Ty 
German, Austrian, Belgian, Nethe 
Swiss, Italian, and Spanish clos: 
via Plymouth ; mails for Franc 
mails tor Germany direct; also A 
Danish, Swedish, and Norweg 
mails via Hamburg. 

Mails for Great Britain and I; 
French, Belgian, Netherlay 
Italian, and Spanish closed ma 
specially addressed correspond 
Germany and Scotland. ; 

Mails for Scotland direct. 

Mails for Great Britain and In 
German, Austrian, Fren 
Netherlands, Swiss, Italian Spanis 

Swedish closed mails via Sout} 
mails for Germany direct ; also 
Danish, and Norwegian closed 
Bremen. 

Mails for Great Britain and Irela 
German, Austrian, French 
Netherlands, Swiss, Italian, and 
closed mails. 

Mails for Great Britain and Irelay 
German, Austrian, Belgian, Netherla; 
Swiss, Italian, and Spanish closed ; 
also specially addressed corres; 
for France. 

| Mails for France direct 

| Mails for Great Britain and Irela: 
Belgian, Netherlands, Swiss, Ita 
Spanish closed mails 
dressed correspondence for Gern 
France. 

.ee---| Mails for Germany and Austria via | 
mouth; mails for France direct; mails! 
Germany direct ; also Austrian, Danis 
Swedish, and Norwegian closed mails 
Hamburg; also specially addr 
respondence for Great Britain a 
Continent. 

Mails for Germany, Austria, and § 
via Southampton; mails for Ger 
direct; also Austrian, Danish, and 
wegian closed mails via Bremé 
specially addressed correspondet 
Great Britain and the Continent 

Mails for Great Britain and Irela: 
German, Austrian, French 
Netherlands, Swiss, Italiar 
closed mails. 

Mails for Scotland direct 

Mails for Belgium direct. 


i 


A 


also specia 


11. 


Be riat 


nd Sy 


| Mails for Great Britain and Ireland 
closed mails for Belgium and Frat 
Mails for Great Britain and Ireland 
closed mails for Belgium and Frat 
| Mails for Great Britain and Ireland; 4s 
closed mails for Belgium and Franc 
Mails for Great Britain and Ireland 
closed mails for Belgium and Frat 


12. 00 m. 


6. 00 


30 | 


10. 


} 


re 


Mails for Great Britain and Irelat 
Mails for Great Britain and Irelat 
Mails for Great Britain and Irelat 


Mails for Belgium direct. | 
Mails for Great Britain and Irelan¢ 


Mails for Germany, 
...-.-| Mails for Germany. 


12,00 m. 
12. 00 m. 


——— 
———— oan 


t American vessel and line. 





: 
Fe ) 
Feb. 23 
Feb, 24 
Feb, 24 
Feb, 24 
Feb. 28 
Feb, 1 
Feb. 3 
Feb, = 
Fe 
Ft f 
Fe 
Feb. 24 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 21 


Feb, 28 





Ni hedule 


MAILS FOR CANADA. 


From San Francisco. 


| Port of destination and inter- | 
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of steamers appointed to convey the United States mails to foreign countries during the month of February, 1881—Continued. 


SL nsssssnseeesnesenenssensnn 


Hour of closing | 
mail at post- 
office at port 

















Sailing days. | Name of line mediate ports of call of Copartare. Baie to De convaged. 
a oe 
A.M. |P.M. 
| 
| 

Tres ay {.--.|ecccce cecccccccncccee:|secccccccces secccccccces ID ba ciiescnckduinnds cantina atin nadie Mails tor British Columbia. 

ThavedSY }....].-0000 ccccnc caccecsses| seccsecvesevccecccvccces conces Go. re Sets Saisie Mails for British Columbia. 

Sunday f..0c-|ecccccccccccscecccscns| sccccccccces cence cocccccccns Mik aes atiniaadwnd enema cetaceans Mails for British Columbia. 

MAILS FOR THE WEST INDIES, MEXICO, CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA. 
From New York. 
| | 

Tnesday ...--| Santiago}{........... New York and Cuba Mail...) Santiago ..................0e].-2---- 2. 00 Mails for Santiago and Cienfuegos, Cuba. 

r BNO isos) BA cc cvenesccsnes Atlas wal dd aah wdeiidaltehics Port au Prince srt ahead 00 ..| Mails for Hayti 

Thursday... Saratoga {...... --| New York and Cuba Mail. ..| Havana................ oe japeéeius 1. 30 Mails for Cuba, and Porto Rico via Ha- 

| vana. 

Thursday..-.| British Empiret.....| New York, Havana, and | Havana..................... a Siac hae 1.30 | Mails for Cuba, and Porto Rico via Ha- 

Mexican Mail | | __vana. 
ee Andes* waccens| MERB cwcercsccess .---.-----| Kingston and Savanilla.....| 00 |......| Mails for Jamaica, Maracaibo, Greytown, 
| | (Nic.,) and the United States of Colom- 
bia, except Aspinwall and Panama 
Saturday .. City of Para? . United States and Brazil | St. Thomas, Para, Pernam 6. 00 | Mails for Saint Thomas, the Weat Indies, 
; Mail buco, Bahia, and Rio de | and Brazil, and for the Argentine Re 
Janeiro | public via Brazil. 
Saturday Augustus*.......... ae | Porto Cabello, Laguayra OP fveccns | Mails for Venezuela, and Curocoa 
: Maracaibo, and Curagoa. | 
Tuesday ....-| Atlas*.......... S Pd << ccceteibaeseade’ .-.| Saint John’s ....cccccce -| 00 }......] Mails for Porto Rico 
Wednesday ..| Muriel*............. | Quebec and Gulf Ports | Martinique ..............-.. Reeitadis --| 1.00 | Mails for the Windward Islands 
Steamship Company. j | | | 

Wednesday City of Austin} Nassau MailSteamshipCom- | Nassau, N.P.,and Matanzas, |.......... 2.00 | Mails for the Bahama Islands and Matan 

pany. Cuba. | | zas, Cuba 

Chursday....| Crescent City .... i ee DOREIOEE ois cncssccascuces 10.00 }...... | Mails for the South Pacific and Central 

: | | American ports, and for the west coast 
| | of Mexico via Aspinwall 

Thurseday..-..| Niagaray .....<..- er ae Ce GN Se Ns ct BOUND coc ccenocccccotanacislosdsccases | 1.30 Mails for Cuba a for the West Indies 

| } via Havana 

Thursday City of Mexico;....| New York, Havana, and | Havana....... sonktnthmmonns 1.30 | Mails for Cuba, and for Mexico and the 

Mexican Mail. | West Indies via Havana 
Thursday....] Flamborough *......; Quebec and Gulf Ports | Bermuda..... o edevcensecvesteasneesess | 2,00 | Mails for Bermuda 
Steamship Company. | 
PaSRORS <x.5+ 1 ND DOIN EO f .<.| CHIDO. ccesstcuscdudyxenebvens NS ie aa Deiseecan’ 2.00 | Mails for Cape Hayti, Saint Domingo, and 
‘ Turk’s Island 

Wednesday -..| Santiago de Cuba ~ Clyde pinirieeee aaa UN can ncnncssusenaccccksnatmecune } Mails for Cuba. 

rl ursday...--| NE cc camdideeudme DD cndcntsie bind ethane adie = Port aa Prince. ....<.ccc<e- 9. 00 | -| Mails for Hayti 

Thursday....| Newport} .......... New York and Cuba Mail...| Havana. ... .ccccccccccccccccdes tccccece: | Mails for Cuba 

PHUTSGRY..0.| WANKIN f......ccceee New York, Havana, and | Havana..................-. deagneneel | Mails for Cuba, and for Mexico via Ha- 

Mexican Mail. } vana, 
Friday....... MOE sracueuerines DR cause e Gund ean ce Kingston, Maracaibo, and a Mails for Jamaica, Maracaibo, and the 
Savanilla. United States of Colombia, except As- 
| | pinwall and Panama. 
Saturday | Felicia * .......... Bed D .ccesccccccosceccecess Puerto Cabello, Laguayra, ea | Mails for Venezuela and Curacoa 
| Maracaibo, and Curagoa. | 
Saturday ....) Bermuda*......... Quebec and Gulf Ports | Saint John’s ................ cf. | ee | Mails for Porto Rico 
Steamship Company. | 
I occ WOO 8 ow vncin cease i heer MOND ics cccanenvednses 10. 00 | Mails for the South Pacific and Central 
| American ports, and for the west coast 
| | of Mexico via Aspinwall. 

Wednesday..| Carondelet}........ Nassau Mail SteamshipCom- | Nassau, N. P., and Matanzas, |.........-. 2.00 | Mails for the Bahama Islands and Matan- 

pany. Cuba. | zas, Cuba. 

Thursday....| Cityof Washington{| New York, Havana, and | Havana............. eseeee-|.ce.eeeeee] 1,30 | Mails for Cuba, and for Porto Rico and 

Mexican Mail. Mexico via Havana. 

Thursday....| Saratoga ?......... New York and Cuba Mail Havana......... Sudie waeAneneen | 1.30 | Mails for Cuba, and for Porto Rico via Ha- 

| | Wana. 

Thursday....| Flamborough *.... Quebes 266 Gull Pores | BemmaGe 2 occ cc. cccccccccccschecccecvce | 2.00 | Mails for Bermuda. 

Bteemanip Company. 

Monday...... Acapulco ?... PONG ENEE. ccecsasacsese SUED cincee sonsouswneds 10: 68 b. cnwes Mails for the South Pacific and Central 
| American ports; and for the west coast 
| of Mexico via Aspinwall. 
| ' 

From New Orleans. 
| 
Tuesday..... | SEROUS fs ccwatcee PE TOD. veviwesuns deine CG vane COs cise Mails for Mexico.‘ 
Thursday ....| Clinton Donec heuaes TRE TD 5 5 ss acccen causes | Havana, via Cedar Keys and 3 OD liccaaat Mails for Cuba. 
Key West. | 

Tuesday .....| E. B. Ward, j1 Oteri’s Pioneer line ........ | Truxillo, Ruatan, and Be- OOP iscecte | Mails for Spanish and British Honduras. 
| lize. | 

Thursday ... 4 PEOEORD T ccocescccss Moragets TRG secwcexesewdenss | Havana, via Cedar Keys and Tessie Mails for Cuba. 

Key West. | 
| Wednesday ..| Whitney t .......... MGESAD TRO ccocwtccisesices E Vera Crus ..c. cece rere 7. 00 eases] Mails for Mexico.§ 

Thursday ....| City of Merida:....) New York, Havana, and | VeraCruz, via Bagdad,Tam- TOO levends | Mails for Mexico 

| Mexican Mail. | pico, and Tuxpan. 

Thursday ....| Clinton +... Moree TRO cao. scescecaeses | Havana, via Cedar Keys and TOD teaceas | Mails for Cuba 

Key West. 

Saturday ....| Wanderer: .........| British Honduras Mail | Belize and Puerto Cortez VO fcccuc | Mails for British and Spanish Honduras. 

; Packet line. | 

Thursday ....| Morgan {............ MorgaR BOO ccesassvatedecss Havana, via Cedar Keys and TOE leseduc Mails for Cuba. 

Key West. 
From Key West. 

Monday..... - Clinton?. Miaerents Ue « «os ccacswdiaces Gu ivs sion becedgeaubed dduevednt saece Mails for Caba. 

Monday......| Morgan ¢. Te. outs secnknaeen a i cn al oh dl St i ae Mails for Cuba 

Monday......| Clinton ?. TI TD << acscannescewas i a ee el ames Mails for Cuba. 

Monday...... ee ee SE DAG saccsccuncdnctéee a SI Mails for Cuba. 


ee 


* Foreign vessel and line. 





+ This vessel also sails to Liverpool. ; American vessel and line. 





‘ This steamer sails from Morgan City, Louisiana, 
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Schedule of steamers appointed to convey the United States mails to foreign countries during the month of February, 1881—Continuea 


MAILS FOR THE WEST INDIES, MEXICO, CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA. 


From San Francisco. 


21 DRA SE Re 


Sate, 
- 


| . 
Hour of closing 
mail at post- 
oflice at port 


Date of | of departure 


Name of steamer Name of line 


Sailing days 


en ee pam tn are a rae 


TPE AES DRED. BIA WE 


Teen Te ee eomenty 


ited epee 


sailing. | 


| 
Feb. 4 | Friday Pacific Mail 


Feb. 19 | Saturday .-- W. Elder {.....| Pacific Mail 


TRANSPACIFIC 


Port of destination and inter- | 
mediate ports of call | 


Acapulco and Panama....... 


Acapulco and Panama seeeee|eesene sees] 
} 


Mails to be « onveyed 


| 
| P.M. } 


ikatimiitihaalial 


A.M 


Mails for Mexico and the South Pac; ag 
. E . 4 ] 
Central American ports. ae 
Mails for Mexico and the South Pagis 
( ‘ acific 
Central American ports. ae 


MAILS. 


From San Francisco. 


| 
Occidental and Oriental... . 


| 
| 


Oceanic 


Feb. 12 | Saturday City of Sydney:....| Pacific Mail...... sccose cee 


Feb. 26 | Saturday | City of Tokio;......| PacificMail...... cocoes os. 


} 
} 
| 
i 
| 
| 


* Foreign vessel and line 
Post-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF FOREIGN MAILS, 
Washington, D. C., January 15, 1881. 


Whatever might have been my intention originally to have made 


a connected speech on this subject I am so anxious to get this matter | 


brought to a close that I have spoken hurriedly and somewhat dis- 
connectedly. 

Ifthe presentation of the amendment offered by the Post-Office 
Committee shall have the effect of directing the public mind to prac- 
tical measures for the restoration of the carrying trade I will be 
more than gratified. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I appreciate the importance of time 
and therefore state to the Senate in advance that I shall not detain 
it longer than ten or fifteen minutes. 

1 am delighted at least to hear that the distinguished Senator from 


. . . | 
Texas [Mr. MAxry]in a very able speech has announced his thor- 
; ] 


ough belief in the importance of liberalizing the carrying trade of the 
United States in every possible way. The Senator from Alabama, 
{ Mr. PuGu, ] who presented a very forcible argument in the speech he 
made the other day, also declared that that was his purpose, and the 
senior Senator from Alabama, [Mr. MORGAN, ] in the struggles he has 
made to have his free-ship amendment inserted, showed his desire to 
do the same thing. While I differ with them as to the effect of the 
pending amendment I believe that it is the purpose of each of them 
as earnestly as it is my purpose to endeavor to have the carrying 
trade of this country, in part at least, restored to American citizens 
under the American ilag. The difficulty I have about this amend- 
ment is that I fail to appreciate how it is likely to accomplish the re- 
sult. I have not yet heard how it is proposed or supposed that the 
Postmaster-General will expend this $1,000,000. Observe the amend- 
ment reads: 

For additional postal service to foreign countries, $1,000,000, to be expended, 
under the direction of the Postmaster-General, in the establishment of mail steam- 
ship lines, equitably distributed among the Atlantic, Mexican-Gulf, and Pacific 
ports: Provided, That the vessels employed for such service shall be owned and 
manned by American citizens, and that said vessels thus employed shall be iron 
steamships, accepted by the Secretary of the Navy, after due inspection, as in all 
respects seaworthy, and properly fitted to such service. 

In the first place, the Postmaster-General is made the exclusive 
judge as to how he is to expend this money. In the next place, he 
is to distribute it equitably among the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific 
coasts on first-class iron vessels owned and manned by American cit- 
izens. We have now but few vessels of that sort. There is no com- 
plaint, as I understand it, that the mails which go from America are 
not now carried rapidly and efticiently to all parts of the world, or 
that the work is not done to-day at a reasonable cost to the people. 
I agree with the Senator from Alabama that if there was any portion 
of the people of the United States who do not receive sufficient mail 
facilities, would pay whatever was necessary to furnish them those 
facilities. Men living in Arizona or Montana or anywhere else have 
a right to the mails as much as the men living in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Louisville and Lexington, Kentucky, and what- 
ever expenditure is necessary to give them that facility they ought 
to have. So with our ocean mails. If they are not properly carried 
now, they ought to be carried promptly and efficiently ; but they are 
so carried, as I am advised, and carried at a cost not much exceeding 
one-quarter of what it is now proposed to give to some additional 
lines. 


Mr. MORGAN. If the Senator from Kentucky will allow me, will 


Yokohamaand Hong-Kong..|..........|.-..-- | Mails for Japan, Shanghai, Hong-Kong 
| ig 


Honolulu, 


Auckland. = : | 


Yokohama and Hong-Kong. 





and 


| dies, except British India. oak 
| Mails for the Sandwich Islands, Fijj Jy 
ands, (via Sydney, New South Wales) 
New Zealand, and Australia. 
--|««+++| Mails for Japan, Shanghai, Hong-Kong, ang 
| | dependent Chinese ports, and the Bast In. 
| dies, except British India. ’ 


dependent Chinese ports, and the 


t American vessel and line 


JAS. N. TYNER, Acting Postmaster.Generg) 


he name a port south of Boston, excluding New Orleans, that has 
mail carried to a country abroad ? 
Mr. BECK. Iam not familiar enough with the postal service on 


| the ocean to name the ports and to state at how much the mail jg 


carried from each; but 1 know this, that out of the great port of New 


| York over three-fourths of the mails that go to Europe and to the 
| other great civilized countries of the world are sent, and I know that 


foreign mails from Savannah, from New Orleans, and everywhere 
else, reach the port of New York by rail, if they do not by steamer, 
more promptly than they could reach their destination, than it is pos- 
sible for them to do in any other way. 

Mr. MORGAN. We, living in the South, feel that the Government 
has been extremely unjust to us in denying us mails to go abroad 
from our own ports, and we want more facilities for that purpose. 

Mr. BECK. I assume that of this million dollars the equitable pro- 
portion that the city of Mobile would receive would not weigha 
feather’s weight in establishing a line of steamships to go to England, 
France, Germany, or any of the great ports of the Mediterranean or 
elsewhere. 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Senator will allow me one second, I will 
say to him that the citizens of Mobile in concert with some persons 
in Liverpool have subscribed their money and have established a 
line of iron steamships between those two ports which is now carry- 
ing ona very valuable and important traffic, but we cannot carry a 
mail with them because we cannot get a mail to go from the port of 
Mobile. Our port is closed to the mails of the United States by the 
policy from which the Senator from Kentucky refuses to relieve us. 

Mr. BECK. I said I would not take more than ten minutes but if] 
go into a wrangle over details it would take me a great deal longer, and 
I do not desire to occupy time. I have failed to understand if this 
amendment passes, giving $1,000,000 to the Postmaster-General to 
expend, who is to be the beneficiary, what lines will receive it, or 
how it will be equitably distributed. What lines of American ships, 
owned and manned by American citizens, will receive it? 

{ have applied to some of the officials of the United States, indeed 
with all well-informed gentlemen with whom I could communicate, 
to give me theinformation. I will state the substance of the informa- 
tion I have received. If I am wrong I shall be corrected. I believe it 
will be distributed about in the way I shall state. I assume that 10 
ships can be built during this fiscal year to carry these mails, so that 
the $1,000,000 we are now asked to give could not be used for that 

muspose. Of that $1,000,000 the Brazilian line will receive about one 
undred and eighty thousand dollars per annum. At $30 a mile, at 
the distance from New York to Rio, that would be the amount. The 
-acific Mail will come in for $192,000 on their China line ; $102,500 tor 
the San Francisco and Panama line, via the Mexican ports; aud 
$54,000 for the New York and Aspinwall line, the distances being, t 
spectively, 6,400 miles from San Francisco to Hong-Kong, 3,427 mules 
from San Francisco to Panama, and 1,800 miles from New Yors © 
Aspinwall. This will therefore give the Pacific mail $345,500 pet 
annum, and, if it runs for ten years, about $3,480,800. Of course 
they would have to convince the Postmaster-General that they at 
the line equitably entitled to this as the proper distribution — 
the Pacific and other ports before that can be done; but that wit 
be a very simple matter. There are now three lines between New 








rk and San Francisco, and if the Postmaster-General should ob- 
pone . what they will doubtless impress upon him, these three lines 
; J \ Dtain $662,400perannum. That, added to the $182,000 to be given 
pag Brazilian line, would only leave $155,000 per annum for all the 
side American steamships. Observe that on these lines to Brazil 
and on the Pacific Mail steamship lines all the steamers that will be 
~ mired torun are running now, and are carrying the mailsat a reason- 
ble rate, mostly for the ocean postage. Not a single steamer would 
he added to the American commercial marine by reason of this dis- 
tribution, or, at most, only two or three. i 

“Again, we are now having our foreign mail service for this country 
carried at a cost for the year ending June 30, 1580, of $196,684. This 
nm pays for tive hundred and fifteen mails dispatched to Europe, 
2103,708 being paid for that service ; and for mails to Japan, China 
sustralia, India, Central and South America, the Pacific and the West 
Indies, the cost of the mails outside the European mails, is $42,776. 
That is all we are paying now, and all that the Department requires 
. being done. It does not estimate for more, and it generally asks 


nftsl 
utsit 





for all it needs. 

4 Whr should we give a million dollars without information of how 
+isto be distributed, when we know that all of it will go to the 
Pacific Mail line and the Brazilian Mail line, with the exception of 
oply about 12 per cent., to be scrambled for by those who are left out- 
side? Why should Congress authorize the Postmaster-General, with- 
out taking some control over it, thus to give it to whom he pleases 
and to determine what is equitable, and to limit it alone to American- 
puilt ships owned and manned by American citizens? as though that 
would in any form enable us to build up the commerce of this country. 
That isan enigma tome. As the Senator from Maryland very well 
said, giving a subsidy, (for that is what it is,) a bounty, will enable 
the people of those particular lines to drive off every other American 
citizen Who isengaged in that business along with those lines. 

There was great wisdom in the veto message of President Pierce 
when he vetoed a measure just like this, which veto message was re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Maryland. So wise were these remarks 
that I cannot refrain from reading an extract or two; they are very 


short. Said President Pierce: 


It will be regarded as a less serious objection than that already stated, but one 
which should not be overlooked, that the privileges bestowed upon the contractors 
ire withont corresponding advantages to the Government, which receives no suf 

ent pecuniary or other return for the immense outlay involved, which could 
obtain the same service of other parties at less cost, and which, if the bill becomes 
i law, will pay them a large amount of public money without adequate considera- 

that is, will in effect confer a gratuity, while nominally making provision for 

e transportation of the mails of the United States. 

lo provide for making a donation of such magnitude and to give to the arrange- 

ment the character of permanence, which this bill proposes, would be to deprive 
commercial enterprise of the benefits of free competition, and to establish a mo- 
uopoly in violation of the soundest principles of public policy, and of doubtful 
compatibility with the Constitution. 
When the question came before the House of Representatives shall 
the bill pass, the veto of the President notwithstanding ? I did not 
jook over the entire list of names, but I see some who are authority 
with me as democrats, among them Thomas H. Benton, of Missouri, 
John C, Breckenridge, of Kentucky, and Thomas A. Hendricks, of 
Indiana; and there are ninety-seven others, as against seventy-odd 
who favored the passage of the bill over the veto. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the honorable Senator from Kentucky allow 
me to ask him, as a member of the Committee on Appropriations, for 
an explanation of a part of the bill which came from his committee 
which has not yet been explained ? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. MORGAN. The bill as reported from the Committee on Appro- 
priations contains this provision : 

Provided, That the Postmaster-General is authorized to pay to the colonies of 
New Zealand and New South Wales so much of the cost of the overland transpor- 
tation of the British closed mails to and from Australia as he may deem just, not 
to exceed one-half of said cost; and the sum of $40,000 is hereby appropriated for 
tat purpose. 

Is not that a subsidy ? 

Mr. BECK. We are having the mails carried over this continent 
by an arrangement with them, and handing the service over to our 
own ships. England is employing American ships to carry the mails 
to Australia, and in order toobtain rapid transit over the short route we 
are carrying them over the railroadsand paying the postage from New 
York to San Francisco, and then carrying them on this American line 
to New Zealand and New South Wales. By an arrangement between 
our Postmaster-General and the people of New Zealand the mails are 
carried upon American ships and our American railroads, in order to 
get them there quickly, and we have made an equitable arrangement 
which is simply what the service is worth and no more, not $30 a 
mile for carrying a single letter under the pretense of carrying the 
ails, as the amendment proposes. I may not have stated the facts 
exactly, but that is the way I understand it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is not that a subsidy ? I ask the Senator. 

Mr. BECK. It is not a subsidy in the sense in which this amend- 
oe proposes a subsidy ; it does not approach it. As a good deal 
Ole ae about the British mail service, I inquired of our Post- 
wa aoa ,ons other gentlemen what they were doing, and I hold 
to get held oe report of the British post-oflice that I am able 
Pi cn. of, showing the amount that the British Government pays 

very way, and it is all absolutely legitimate mail service. Of 
course England has to use more steamships than we do in the mail 
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service. Why? Her East India possessions are divided by gre: 
oceans from her; her Canadian dominions are separated by the At- 
lantic Ocean from her. She has to send her mail on the ocean to her 
people as we have to send the mail to our people by rail. The whole 
amount paid by England is not as great as we pay, and her post- 
office is a source of revenue to her instead of being a drain upon the 
Treasury. A portion of her mails, as I said, are carried in American 
ships. When Senators speak about England subsidizing vessels, as 
we have heard it from time to time here, it appears that they charge 
to England the packets from Holyhead to Dublin, bringing the Irish 
mail across the channel, when they fine these ships £1 14s. a minute 
it they are delayed, making them put on the fastest ships on the 
ocean. This is the statement: 





The most highly paid packet service is the carriage of the Irish mails from Holy 
head to Kingston, (Dublin,) £95,000, carried by the fastest sea-going steamers atloat 
with a penalty for over time of £1 14s. per minute 


“The gross earnings,” &c., are submitted. That service is charged 
as a subsidy toasteamsbip line. It is part of a proper system to give 
her people the fastest mail facilities. But I will submit the state- 
ment in full, as it was handed to me: 

MTISH O AN MA 5 
From latest report of the British post-office 


Colonial matis 


London to East Indies, China, and Japan, contract with Peninsular and Oriental 


Steamship Company for a weekly service, via Suez Canal, £417,32 

Of this sum India contributes £104,400 

The British share of the postages amounts to, £60,000 

Leaving a loss to British post-office of £253,000 

London to West Indies, by Royal Mail Company, and Liverpool and West India 
Company, weekly service, including extra service to Belize, Saint Kitts, Nevis 
Monserrat, and Turk’s Is! £80,200 

Leaving a loss to the B 


£50,000 







} ‘ } } ‘ 
ish p St-othice over and ’abvove the postal receipts o 


Halifax to Bermuda and Jamaica, contract price, £17,500. Loss, £16 
West coast of Africa, contract £7,863. Loss, £1,500 
Total amount of colonial contracts £531,978. Loss on same, £322,300 


The Australian colonies, New Zealand, the Dominion of Canada, and the Caps 
of Good Hope colonies pay for their own mail-service, and invite tenders from 
steamship companies of any nationalty \ part of the Canadian service, also part 
of the New South Wales and New Zealand service, is carried on | (merican 
steamers, paid by the colonial governments 


Total contract cost of colonial, Indian, and foreign ma £599, 42 
PPS CONG OVEE TOGGIIG onnddscnniccaasscwsncadsnucecenes 39, OF 
At $5 to the pound sterling ... " : $1, 698, 385 
To the debit of Indian and colonial contracts, £221,500 1,15 00 
To debit of foreign mails .............. 411, 88 
Mr. BLAINE's estimate of £780,000, or as he puts it, $4,000,000, giver y Grea 


Britain as postal aid to steamship lines, includes payments for carrying the mails 
to Ireland, to the Isle of Man, tothe Isle of Wight, the Scilly Islands, the Orkney 
and Shetland and Channel Islands, and from Dover, Folkestone, New Haven, and 


Southampton to Ostend, Calais, Boulogne, Dieppe, and Havre. Allof which is as 
much a home postal service as our mails from Washington to New York and 
Boston 
Foreign contracts 
To United States a tri-weekly service by Cunard, Inman, and White Star 
steamers, Liverpool, via Queenstown, to New York, contract.... £57, 447 
SI Oe eu esekumas 3, 000 
Loss to Post-Office ...... cewek ve ave ; 24, 447 
East coast of Africa: Contract price, £10,000; loss, £0,600 
Total amount of foreign contracts ie leslie . “ i £67, 447 
Total cost to Post-Office ......... a news £34, 047 
Add one-third the loss on the Peninsular and Oriental contract for their 
extension of the service to China and Japan...........-. éuaeen ey 84, 330 
Total of whole foreign mail service “nan wehieeunwed 118, 377 
The mails to Bra River Platte, and all Pacific ports of South America are car 
ried for the postages 
Total postal revenue of British post-office for year 1877............ £6, 017, 000 
Total expenses of British post-ottice for year 1877... ....... Si oe | rn 
ee a cateneionendeeed seéecocces sane 1, 947, 00 
Paid for mail transportation by mail packets and private ships 780, 000 
Paid for mail transportation by railway ............ ....ess-s. : 634, 00 
Paid for mail transportation by coaches, &c .......... + Steue 171, Of 


The most highly paid packet service is the carriage of the Irish mails fr 
head to Kingstown, (Dublin,) £85,000. Carried by fastest sea-going steamers alioat 
with penalty for over time of £1 14s. per minute 


Gross earnings of telegraphs = bith wartinbedes «< ‘ } 


Gross expenses Aas : i eigmieetewbasadenee svenwe A, wid, OO 


» OOO 


ten tons of coal per hour. 


The trouble is that when you subsidize these Pacific lines and t] 
Brazilian line you take away all inducement for people either to work 
cheaper or to build ships cheaper. I have an article showing what 
a gentleman who built many of thoseships for the Pacific Mail Steam 
ship Company said they would cost. He declared (and he declares 
now in pamphlets laid before the Committee on Finance) that he can 
build them at 10 or not exceeding 15 per cent. more than the cost 
charged in England; that a ship can be built for $500,000 here which 
would cost $450,000 anywhere else in the world. Yet that same gen 
tleman built the Pacific Mailsteamships, and this is the amount given 
by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company as printed in their official 
report of April 30, 1376: that company paid to Mr. Roach for the 
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City of Pekin $1,264,000; for the City of Tokio, $1,275,000 ; for the 
City of San Francisco, $744,000; for the City of New York, $757,000 ; 
for the City of Sidney, $744,000: making a total of $4,726,338 ; leav- 
ing a profit beyond what had been said by that builder he could build 
these ships for of about two million dollars as compared with what 
they would have cost in England or elsewhere. 

There will be no effort to build ships cheaper if we give these sub- 
sidies. It is an admission that in all time to come we will have to 
pay whatever ship-builders see fit to ask for their ships out of the 
public Treasury, and let them charge what they please and they will 
never make any effort todo any better. There is where the great 
evil comes in. We had adiscussion on this subject nearly three years 
ago, on the 4th of June, 1878, when the distinguished Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. BLAINE, ] in answer to an argument of the Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. BAYARD.] used this language: 

And more than that, you can to-day, in the Senator’s own town and on theriver 
on which he lives, engage to have iron ships built just as good and just as cheap as 
you can have them built on the Clyde. 

And yet to-day, over two years and eight months after that, the 
clamor comes that we cannot build them at all. They never will 
build them as long as they can come to Congress and get subsidies 
from us to pay them whatever they see fit to ask as the difference 
between the ships they build and those built abroad. It is only when 
you bring them into competition and refuse to give them anything 
outside the regular pay for the regular work done that you will ever 
have cheap ships in this country. 

I agree with the distinguished Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY] 
and both the Senators from Alabama that everything that can be 
done to lighten the burdens on our carrying trade should be done. 
Every burden ought to be taken off. I have not been able to think 
out the matter fully yet ; but I have an idea as to what ought to be 
done. I am not sure that lam right, we may not have the power to 
do it, but I would strain all the powers of the Constitution to do 
something like this: after allowing our people to buy ships wher- 
ever they like, after giving every ship-builder all the free material 
from a compound engine down toa rivet to build ships in this country, 
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excite an appetite for more, more, and their beneficiaries wor 

. = ’ uld annually hee: 
Congress not only for continuance but also for larger allowances, Subst Ny besiege 
inure more particularly to the benefit of regular lines, since incorporated i. Wonld 
would be more influential and payments could be more readily based pea ee 


fied service. Individual vessels for general service would be placed at a fie Speci. 
tage. There would also be constant appeals for differentiation of ieee 
: yun 


account of the varied nature « sd cos vices rT ts 0 
Scorn oe cost of the services rendered, s0 that = 

He agrees with me that you have to lighten up the burdens , 
put upon shipping instead of giving subsidies to them. ciate 

But, Mr. President, I said I would not take time by 
question, and I leave it for the Senate to decide. ; 

oo TELLER. Mr. President, I move to lay the amendment oy 
table. : 

Mr. WITHERS. Will the Senator from Colorado yield to me 
I present a report from the Committee on Appropriations ? 

Mr. TELLER. The Senator can dothat afterward. We have h; 
so much discussion that I think I shall not yield. Let us take _ 
vote. - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, jy the 
chair.) The Senator from Colorado moves to lay the amendment oy 
the table. 

Mr. TELLER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded 
call the roll. 7 

Mr. BECK, (when his name was called.) On this question and qj) 
other subjects connected with the amendment I am paired with the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. BLAINE. ] 
“vea” on this motion. 

Mr. CALL, (when his name was called.) On this question | am 
paired with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. BALDWIN. ] Ze 

Mr. BUTLER, (when Mr. HAMPTON’s name was called.) My eo). 
league [Mr. HAMPTON] requested me to announce that he had to 
withdraw from the Chamber on account of illness. He is paired 
however, with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] on this 
question. 

Mr. PLATT, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. SAULsBURY.] If he were present, | 
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If I could vote, I would vote 





if I had the power—and I am not sure we do not have it—I would 
allow every ship engaged in the foreign trade to be registered at the 
port of Washington. Maine is charging 2} per cent. taxation on her 
ships, New York 1.75 per cent., other States are charging from 1} to 
2 percent. Lwould require them to carry apprentices for the Ameri- 
can Navy, five, if you please, for every thousand tons ; let every 3,000 
ton ship carry fifteen and educate and train them for the American 
Navy. I would require them to enter into a contract that the ship 
should be taken whenever needed by the American people in the 
event of a foreign war to be used as part of the naval force of the 
United States. Whether we want them or not, we have a right to 
make that arrangement with them, and when we had thus far adopted 
them I would deny the right of any State or municipality to tax the 
foreign ocean-going ships of this country so registered, so employed, 
and with that covenant being a part of the Navy of the United States 
they should be as free from taxation as are the bonds of the United 
States, upon which no tax can be imposed either upon principal or 
interest, because they are part of the machinery of the United States 
That sort of relief will help the foreign carrying 


should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. SAUNDERS, (when his name was called.) On this question | 
am paired with the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Hampton.) 
If he were here, I should vote “ yea.” : 

Mr. TELLER, (when his name was called.) On this question Iam 
paired with the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. KELLOG.] If he were 
present, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. WALLACE, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
my colleague, [Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania.] If he were here, | 
should vote “ yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ANTHONY. On this question Iam paired with the Senator 
from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDS, ] who was called home by illness. If 
he were here, I should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. I was paired on last Saturday with the Senator I: 
from Kansas, [Mr. PLUMB.] I saw him in his seat to-day, and I pre- 
sume the pair does not extend to to-day. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I arranged the pair with the Senator from Mis- 


to pay its debts. : : ‘ nN . : ; 
ar > : : ; . Itis certainly ended. The Senator is entitled to vote. 
trade of the country. I would also pay all the fees of consuls from SS eee : ee z ‘ th 
the Treasury ; I would furnish pilotage; I would, in other words, Mr. COCKRELL. I was waiting to see if the Senator from Maine 
7 S was here. I did not observe the Senator from Maine with whom I ; 


lighten every burden ; but I would not give a monopoly in the way of st 


P ahi : : ade arr: ; rote yea. 
asubsidy to any class of ships to exclude other American ships, or to ipl ry ge cal Dy eerie nays 14: as follows: D 
try to build them up in ways that have proven over and over again ae : vee F re th 


to be failures. YEAS—35. 

There may be some constitutional objections—I have not yet been | Allison, Davis of Illinois, Kernan, Ransom, 
able to see them—to the suggestions I have just made. We have reg- | Bailey, Eaton, Kirkwood, a: ph 
istered shi very often in New York and Philadelphia that for five | Ba¥3"™ ees soa — al 
istered ships very ote ane OrK and shiadeiphia tha 1V© | Booth, Groome, McDonald, Vance, 
years never entered those ports. You can register in Boston and trade | Brown, Harris, MeMillan, Vest, yn 
from New York; youcanregistera ship anywhere. Why not makethe | Butler, Hereford, senor, ae fit 
registry at the capital of thiscountry? Georgetown is a port of en- | Cameron of Wis., Hillof Georgia, = Morrill, rithen iD 

. ; ; - 5 ; : Cockrell, Ingalls, Pendleton, Withers. 
try. Why not make the ships so registered train American sailors for | Coxe, Johnston, Pagh, at 
us? Itmay be said that these vessels are not fit for the navalservice. TAYS 

= A : : NAYS—14. th 

Cannot sailing-vessels haul coal for the Navy? Has not Congress the : Fire 
3 7. 3 9 : 7 inital Blair, Garland, Morgan, Williams, Fe 
L right to say we will adopt them? It is nobody’s business whether | pros Seshtin, Paddock, Windom. ( 
ip they are the kind of ships we may need for war purposes; if they are | Burnside, Jonas, Rollins, as 
ete adopted by Congress, that settles it. I would build up an American | Ferry, Lamar, Walker, ul 
eke | marine in that way without imposing taxes upon the people, simply ABSENT—27. ey 
Tie | by requiring the local authorities everywhere to regard that portion | 4 pthonv Conkling, Hoar, Randelph, I 
of the national machinery as being free from any local burdens they | Baldwin, Davis of W.Va. Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 0 
Bi could put upon it. I repeat I would do so if there is no constitutional | Beck, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, — th 
: i objection in the way, and I hope before we meet next December some > — Shape nen Teller, " 
Ps committee, that presided over by the Senator from Delaware or some | Gameron of Pa. Hampton, Platt, . Wallace. ‘ 
; other, will look into that question and say how far it can be done. | Carpenter, Hill of Colorado, Plumb, ne 


But in the mean time I would not burden the tax-payers of the coun- 


: i So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 
try any more to furnish means to the few steamship lines we now ; 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
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5 have. I think that will do more harm than good. a de ments made as in Committee of the Whole were concurred in. t 
i I was about to read from a distinguished official of this Government The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
a portion of a very able letter he wrote to me. I do not care to give read a third time aM 
his name, because his suggestions might bring displeasure upon his The bill was read the third time, and passed. - 
% ; head, and he is too able a man, I think, to be subjected to displeasure. , " at 
Birt He says in that letter: , DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL. . in 
a: be rs a , D i Appropriations, to whom at 
Bei ie} Subsidies are uncertain and insidious; they may for a while sustain, and then, Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee xe * 4s TOo- } 
i by withholding, destroy; they nourish continued’ dependence, and are certain to | was referred the bill (H. R. No. 7035) making appropriations to P m1 
j *~ » 
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ie for the expenses of the government of the District of Columbia 
> the fiscal year ending June 30, 1582, and for other purposes, re- 
* rted it with amendments. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HOAR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
. ieee a bill (S. No. 2179) for the relief of Lucy D. Hooper; which 


qs read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 


' Mir. JOHNSTON asked afd, by unanimous consent, obtained leave | 
; “introduce a bill (S. No. 2180) refunding to Robert F. Williams & 
duties illegally collected of them on a cargo of salt ; which was 
*y ewice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERs. 
\) motion of Mr. BURNSIDE, it was 
Ordered, That William M. Beebe, jr., have leave to withdraw his petition and 
ners from the files of the Senate. 
AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. BROWN and Mr. KELLOGG submitted amendments intended 
tn be proposed by them, respectively, to the bill (H. R. No. 7099) mak- 
n : appropriations for the Agricultural Department of the Government 
orthe fiscal year ending June 30, 1°82, and for other purposes; which 
~ere referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be | 


vere 
printed. 
FUNDING BILL. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I move to proceed to the consideration of the 

1(S, No, 2097) for the establishment of a bureau of animal indus- 
ert and for the suppression and prevention of contagious diseases 
among domestic animals. 

Mr. BAYARD. Will the Senator from Virginia withdraw that mo- 
son? I wish to move to take up the funding bill. After the bill is 
vyefore the Senate I then will give way that the Senator may have 





the pleuro-pneumonia bill discussed for a short time, as I understand 
that is all that is proposed. I feel it my duty to bring the funding 

il] before the Senate at once, and after it is before the Senate, then 

tthis hour of the evening Ishall be willing to allow the Senator from 
Virginia to explain his bill. I understand that bill will not lead to 
: very long discussion. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator having withdrawn his motion, I move 
+o proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to facili- 
-ate the refunding of the national debt. 

Mr. THURMAN. The proper motion of my friend from Delaware 

) make is to postpone all previous orders, ‘The special order having 
en disposed of, we fall back on the Calendar, and he must get the 
rote of the Senate to postpone all prior orders. That being done, 
then he can move to take up the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I supposed the Senate would consider the motion 
ncluded. The object was to bring the funding bill before the Senate 
now; and to meet the suggestion of the honorable Senator from Ohio 


I move that the present and all prior orders be postponed in order to | 


take up House bill No. 4592. 
Mr. JOHNSTON. With the understanding stated before. 


Mr. BAYARD. With the understanding that I shall give way to | 


the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I would like to know the extent of this under- 
standing. What does it amount to? That we shall have this even- 
ng to talk upon the cattle-diseases bill, and to-morrow go on with 
he funding bill? 

Mr. BAYARD. My intention was to make the funding bill the un- 
uished business for to-morrow, with the understanding that the 
pleuro-pneumonia bill is one that will not create a long discussion, 
id it can probably be finished to-night before we adjourn. I pro- 
pose to take up the funding bill now, in order that it may be the un- 
inished business for to-morrow. It is, when taken up, to be laid aside 
nformally for the purpose of allowing the bill suggested by the Sen- 
itor from Virginia to come up. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The Senate thought the question suggested by 
the Senator from Virginia of sufficient importance to raise a special 
committee to which it was referred, and the Senator from Virginia, 
as the chairman of that committee, reported the bill several days ago, 





ind Ido hope the Senate will take it up and not any other bill this 
evening, and let it go over till to-morrow as the unfinished business. 
[ know that if it be taken up according to the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Delaware, the bill will go by the board. I shall insist that 
‘he bill of the Senator from Virginia be taken up for the purpose of 
eing proceeded with. 
_The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Therefore I am against that motion. 

Mr. BAYARD. Then, Mr. President 
; Mr. HOAR. May Iaska parliamentary question? Isit not true that 
ie motion of the Senator from Delaware is the one which should be 
\dopted by the Senate whichever bill is to be taken up? The Senator 
rom Kentucky wants the bill named by him to be taken up. He has 
20t to have the prior orders laid aside. We ought to be unanimous 
‘) supporting the Senator from Delaware in laying aside prior orders, 
—= then if the Senator from Delaware moves to take up the funding 
vill the Senator from Kentucky can vote “no” and make his motion. | 
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Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Massachusetts is entirely cor- 
rect. Whoever wishes to take up either one of these bills should vote 
for the motion of the Senator from Delaware to postpone prior orders. 


| When that is carried then it will be a race between my agricultural 


friends, and I am with them, and my funding friends on the other 
side—and I do not say whether I am against them or not—which bill 
shall be taken up; but the first question is, shall the prior orders be 
postponed ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware moves 
that the present and all prior orders be postponed, indicating his pur- 
pose 

Mr. THURMAN. One word. Is the cattle-disease billa prior order 
to the funding bill ? 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. That I do not know. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They are both on the Calendar. The cattle bill 
is first in order. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then the motion of my friend from Delaware had 
better be voted down if the friends of the cattle-disease bill know 
what they are about. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion to 
postpone made by the Senator from Delaware. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I now move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 





| eration of the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to facilitate the refunding of the 
| national debt. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware moves 
that the Senate now proceed to the consideration of House bill No. 
4592. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Before that motion is put I desire to say a word. 
The Senator from Delaware was very kind to say that after the bill 
was taken up he would consent that it might be laid aside tempo- 
rarily in order that the cattle bill might be taken up. Now, if the 
cattle bill is taken up I desire to have tinal action upon it. If the 
Senate will consent to take that bill up and let us have final action, 
I shall be glad; and if not, I shall have to antagonize the motion to 
take up the funding bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I feel it highly important that this funding Dill 
should come before the Senate and be disposed of at the earliest pos- 
sible moment; but I think it is of more importance that anything 
like an honorable understanding should be preserved between Sen- 
ators. 

The honorable Senator from Virginia is correct in saying that it 
was my proposition that he should withdraw his motion to postpone 
the present order and prior orders for the purpose of taking up the bill 
indicated by him, and he withdrew it at my request with the under- 
standing that if I could get up the funding bill thenit might be laid 
aside informally in order that his bill which it was supposed would 
take a short or no time for discussion should be passed upon by the 
Senate. I did not think nor did I say that if that bill led to a debate 
which would carry it over to to-morrow, the pleuro-pneumonia bill 
should be the regular order for to-morrow as unfinished business. I 
did not mean that. I supposed the measure had in view was one in 
regard to which there would be but little debate and very little dis- 
cussion, and that it could be disposed of to-night. The funding bill 
cannot of course be considered in so short atime. I did not expect 


| to give way indefinitely, but only with the idea that the bill the Sen- 


ator from Virginia desired to take up could be disposed of without a 
great expenditure of time. With that understanding, I press the 
consideration of the measure I have moved to take up. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to make a suggestion to the honorable Senator 
from Virginia. I am very desirous that his cattle bill should be taken 
up and passed at an early day. Now I suggest to him to accept the 
proposition of the honorable Senator from Delaware. Then he is sure 
of all the time to-night. If it turns out that his bill is finished to- 
night, he accomplishes his purpose. If it turns out that his bill is so 
near finished that a short time in the morning will finish it, he can 
then with great propriety appeal to the Senate to let him finish it to- 
morrow. Ifitturns out that he cannot finish it in ashort time to-mor- 
row, he has got the same right to test the sense of the Senate to-morrow 
between the two bills that he has now and see which they prefer to 
take up. He loses nothing by accepting the proposition now. 

Mr. BAYARD. There can be no difficulty about it. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Then I will accept the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware to go on now and make as much progress as pos- 
sible. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of House bill No, 4592. 

Mr. THURMAN. I think there is a much shorter solution of it, 
although what is said by the Senator from Massachusetts is correct. 
Let the cattle-diseases bill be taken up now, and let there be unan- 
imous consent that it shall be the unfinished business for to-mor- 
row 

Mr. BAYARD. Oh, no; that is not the understanding. 

Mr. THURMAN. If any Senator objects, of course it cannot be 
understood. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is to take up the bill 
(H. R. No. 4592) to facilitate the refunding of the national debt. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 
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CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS. 


Mr. JOHNSTON. I ask that that bill be informally laid aside and 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 2097. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Virginia asks that 
this bill be laid aside temporarily by unanimous consent, and that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill to which he has 
referred. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. The funding 
bill is so laid aside, and the bill referred to by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia will be laid before the Senate. 

The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. No, 2097) for the establishment of a bureau of animal industry, 
and for the suppression and prevention of contagious diseases among 
domestic animals. 

The bill was reported from the select committee appointed to con- 
sider the subject, with amendments, and the amendments were acted 
on as they were reached in the reading of the bill by sections. 

The first amendment was, in line 7 of section 1, after the word 
“ the,” to insert “number ;” in line 10, after the word ‘ contagious,” 
to insert “and communicable ;” in the same line, after the word “and,” 
to strike out the word “ provide ” and toinsert “ the means ;” in line 15, 
after the word “ investigating,” to strike out the word “ contagious ” 
and vo insert “‘said;” in line 16, after the word “ cure,” to strike out 
‘“‘ of said diseases ” and to insert “ thereof ;” in line 26, after the word 
‘“ of,” to strike out the word “ contagious” and insert “said ;” and in 
line 34, after the word “ of,” to insert “ not more than ten;” so as to 
make the section read : 

That the Commissioner of Agriculture shall organize in his department a bureau 
of animal industry, and shall appoint a chief who shall be a competent veterinary 
surgeon, approved by the National Board of Health, and whose Suty it shall be to 
investigate and ne upon the number, value, and condition of the domestic ani- 
mals of the United States, their protection and use, and also inquire into and re- 


port the causes of contagious and communicable diseases among them, and the 
means for the prevention and cure of the same, and to collect such information on 


these subjects as shall be valuable to the agricultural and commercial interests of 


the country. The Commissioner of Agriculture is hereby authorized to call to his 
iid in investigating said diseases in animals, and in providing means for the pre- 
vention and cure thereof, the National Board of Health, whose duty it shall be to 
render such aid and to employ such means as they deem necessary to obtain all 
information in regard to said diseases, their prevention and control; he is also 
authorized to employ two commissioners, one of whom shall be a practical stock- 
raiser, and one an experienced business man, familiar with questions pertaining 
to commercial transactions in live stock, whose duty it shall be to advise with re- 
gard to the best methods of treating, transporting, and caring for animals, and of 
providing against the spread of said diseases ; he is also authorized to employ an 
agent in each State and Territory, whose duty it shall be to collect all facts and 
statistics belonging to the animal industry and to the diseases of animals in such 
State or Territory, and report to the Commissioner of Agriculture. The compen- 
sation of said commissioners, agents, and of the members of the National Board of 
Health while employed in this service shall be at the rate of not more than $10 per 
diem, with all necessary traveling expenses while engaged in the performance of 
their duty under this act. The salary of the chief of bureau shall be $3,000 per 
annum ; and the Commissioner of Agriculture shall appoint aclerk for said bureau, 
with a salary of $2,000 per annum. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 1, after the word “ of,” 
to strike out “cattle” and insert “ live stock ;” in line 5, after the 
word “ contagious ” to insert “ or communicable ;” in line 2, after the 
word “ which,” to strike ont “cattle” and insert “live stock ;” in 
line 11, after the word “ of,” to strike out the word “ cattle ” and in- 
sert “ live stock ;” so as to make the section read : 

Sec. 2. Thatin order to promote the exportation of live stock from the United 
States the Commissioner of Agriculture, through said chief of bureau, shall make 
special investigation as to the existence of pleuro-pneumonia, or any contagious or 
communicable disease, along the dividing line between the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada, and along the lines of transportation from all parts of the 
United States to ports from which live stock are exported, and make report of the 
results of such investigation to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall establish 
such regulations concerning the exportation and transportation of live stock as the 
results of said investigation may require. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 3, line 2, after the word “ bu- 
reau,” to strike out the words “ acting with the National Board of 
Health ;” in line 6, after the word “ of,” to strike out the words “ neat 
cattle” and insert “live stock ;” in line 7, after the word ‘‘ safe,” to 
strike out the word “ conveyance” and insert “ transportation ;” in 
line 8, after the word “such,” to strike out the word “ cattle ” and to 
insert “‘stock;” in line 9, after the word “such,” to strike out the 
word “ cattle” and insert “ stock ;” in line 12, after the word ‘ of,” 
to strike out the words “ the disease” and insert “‘ said diseases ;” in 
line 15, after the word “ having,” to strike out the words “ the dis- 
ease” and insert “said diseases;” in line 16, after the word “ pro- 
vide,” to insert “ by the appointment of inspectors, to be approved by 
the National Board of Health;” and at the end of the section to insert 
“but the provisions of this act shall not apply to cattle shipped from 
the Gulf States, or any of them, to the West India Islands,” so as to 
make the section read : 

Sec. 3. That the Commissioner of Agriculture, through said chief of bureau, and 
the commissioners provided for in section 1 of this act, when deemed necessary, 
shall co-operate with and aid State and municipal authorities, and corporations and 
persons engaged in the transportation of live stock, by land or water, in establish- 
ing regulations for the safe transportation of such stock from the interior to the 
seaboard, and the shipment thereof, so that such stock may not be exposed to said 
disease, and shall also co-operate with State and municipal authorities in the sup- 
pression of said diseases by aiding in carrying into effect their laws and regula- 
tions, by advising or assisting them in establishing regulations for the isolation of 
any cattle suspected of having said diseases and the slaughter of those ascertained 
to be so diseased, and shall provide, by the appointment of inspectors, to be ap- 
proved by the National Board of Health, for the inspection of all cattle passing 


| slaughtered under State authority, and then, if slaughtered u 
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from the United States or shipped for exportation to a forej 

. . ‘2 D f iy 
giving proper certificates of health. But the provisions of this ect shut and fo 
to cattle shipped from the Gulf States, or any of them, to the West India I ne 

, * 18ianids 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section 4, lines 1, 2,3, and 4 t 
out the words “whenever the Commissioner of Agriculture. jt 
in the manner prescribed in section 3 of this act, shall find thee mg 
is a necessity for quarantine stations, he shall report the fact ‘There 
in line 4, after the word “Treasury,” to strike out the words « w)., 
duty it;” in line 5, after the word “shall,” to strike out thew... 
“be to;” in line 6, after the word “any,” to strike out the 
“cattle” and insert “ live stock ;” and in line 10, after the word « 
to strike out the words ‘the disease” and insert “said dise 
as to make the section read: 

Sec. 4. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall establish quarantine st at 
such ports or other points as may be necessary for any live stock that may b 
ported from foreign countries, and may establish and carry into effect such ; 
lations, consistent with State laws, as may be necessary to prevent the ¢ salle 
said diseases by importations from abroad; and is authorized to employ of, 
of the customs and vessels of the revenue marine service in carryine on: 
enforcing such regulations. -« 
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The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 5, line 5, after the wo 
“with,” to strike out the words “an infectious or contagio * 
ease” and insert ‘such diseases, or has been exposed pre 
thereto ;” so as to make the section read: 


us dis 


sumal)) 


Sec. 5. That it shall be unlawful to import or introduce into the United sta; 
from foreign countries, or into one State, Territory, or District from another Star. 
Territory, or District, or to sell or offer for sale any domestic animal affected wi: 
such diseases, or has been exposed presumably thereto, except in accordance wis), 
the provisions of this act and the rules and regulations adopted in pursuan 


thereof. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Before that amendment is adopted I wis); ; 
suggest a word. It now reads “or to sell or offer for sale any domes. 
tic animal affected with such diseases, or has been exposed presum 
ably thereto.” It ought to read “or which has been.” After the 
word “or” I suggest the insertion of ‘‘ which.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the ameny. 
ment of the Senator from Missouri is agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS. I would suggest to the Senator from Virginia ; 
charge of the bill that in section 5, line 3, where the words “ or Dis. 
trict” occur, they should be stricken out. I doubt the power of Con- 
gress to interfere with the transportation of animals from one district 
in the same State to another. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. That means the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then put in “the District of Columbia” instead o: 
“District,” and that will obviate the objection. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Then I move to insert in lieu of “ District” th 
words “ District of Columbia.” 

Mr. HOAR. That does not mean judicial district. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read as 
amended. 

The SecRETARY. After the word “or” in line 3, section 5, it is 
proposed to insert ‘‘the,” and after “ District” in the same line, to 
insert “‘ of Columbia.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. The words ‘of Columbia” should be inserted 
in the subsequent line after “ District.” 

Mr. HARRIS. ‘Or said District.” 

The Secretary. After the last word “or,” in line 3, it is proposed 
to insert “said.” 

Mr. HARRIS. That will do. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This amendment will be considered 
as agreed to. ; 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, no one can overrate the impor- 
tance of this subject, and no one Senator is more disposed to give to 
it a careful consideration and to find out some mode by which the 
country can be protected from the calamity that has befallen other 
countries from contagious diseases in live stock than I am. [| come 
from a State eminently agricultural, one that has in it as many tine 
cattle, perhaps, as any State in the Union, as many intelligent stock- 
raisers as any State in the Union; and they feel the keenest interes! 
in this subject. But, with due respect to the committee that reportec 
this bill which I have just read for the first time this afternoon—‘o! 
it was reported not a great while ago—I regret that this bill does not 
seem to me, upon the first reading of it, to be what the occasion te 
quires. There is an immense amount of machinery in this bill. W e 
have this new institution of Government, the National Board of 
Health, brought in, that was established to protect human beings 
and now its duties are to be extended to protect the brute creat’ 
as well as human beings; and we have a provision that I confess . 
the first reading of the bill I cannot understand at all, as to the oll 
cers created by this bill being aids assisting and encouraging the 
State authorities in their efforts to suppress contagious diseases. 
we have some other provisions in the bill that strike me as 4 
curious and that might give rise to some little trouble. 

The bill nowhere says that diseased cattle shall be slaughter 
and yet there seems to be an implication that they may be; but 5 
whom does not very clearly appear; under what authority does né 


very clearly appear; but if I understand it aright they are iat 
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authority, they are to be paid for by the United States. What 








“this prov jsion : 
7 , however, That a sum not exceeding two-thirds the market value of a 
shall be allowed for an infected or diseased one, and a sum not ex- 





‘ny animal 3 ; ; : 
plthy 2100 may be paid in special cases, but no animal shall be considered of 
inless he be purely bred, and the pedigree found duly recorded in a 





! 4 
st lished herd-book. 

tl President, I think that would trouble the farmers of Illinois, 
‘tye farmers of Indiana, and the farmers of Ohio. I think this 
-pred animal, with the pedigree in a well-established berd-book, 
yea thing that the farmers will not very well understand out 
and they have to furnish that book before they can get $100 
“animal that, if healthy, they could sell to the next butcher 


ran al 
that sum. : y p 

president, I want most earnestly some action on this subject. 
“otertain the highest possible respect for the committee that re- 





‘rted this bill, and I know it was an extremely difficult subject that 
ey had todeal with. It has been found extremely difficult in Eng- 
~ with an omnipotent Parliament and a comparatively small 
rritory; and it must be much more difficult under our system of 
overnment, With our State authorities and the doubtful power of 

‘onaress over the subject. : 

“vr. President, this is not a bill to be passed without consideration ; 
. isa bill that every Senator ought to read and carefully consider, 

od [really feel that lowe an apology for even the few remarks 1 

ave made that might seem not to be in favor of the bill, from the 
ct that I have just picked it up and read it. But it is a matter of 

-sch vital importance to the cattle-raising portions of this country, 
¢ such vital importance to my own State, that I cannot consent to 
slow a bill to pass which may prove an utter failure, when full con- 

-deration might make of it a wise and beneficent measure, In order 

+ give Senators time to read and consider this bill, I move that the 

Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I hope that motion will not be adopted. Let the 

‘Jl be read through, and Jet us go as far as we can. 

Mr. THURMAN. It has been read through. 
[he PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading has not been completed. 
Mr. THURMAN. As there is a message from the House, I withdraw 
y motion. 

DEATH OF REPRESENTATIVE FERNANDO WOOD. 

Amessage from the House of Representatives, by Mr. THEODORE 

’ KinG, one of its clerks, communicated to the Senate intelligence | 

f the death of Hon. FERNANDO Woop, late a Representative from 

State of New York, and transmitted the action of the House 
' 


eTeon, 
Mr. BAYARD. Iask that the resolutions of the House be reported. 
Mr. HARRIS. I suggest to the Senator from Delaware that the | 


| 
funding bill be laid before the Senate as the business under consid- | 
ration when the resolutions are read. 
Mr. BAYARD. The Senator misunderstands me. I have asked 
that the message of the House be read for the information of the 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as fellows: 


“se 


IN THE Hovsk OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 14, 1881. 
Resolved, That this House has heard with deep regret of the death of Hon. FEr- 


‘DO Woon, late a Representative from the State of New York. 

Resolved, That a committee of nine members be appointed by the Speaker to 
take order for superintending the funeral of Mr. Woop; and that, as a mark of 

respect entertained by the House for his memory, his remains be removed from 
iot Springs, Arkansas, to the city of New York in charge of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, and attended by said committee, who shall have full power to carry this res- 

ition into effect. 
R solved, That the Clerk communicate the foregoing resolutions to the Senate. 

80 ed, That, as an additional mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, | 
¢ House do now adjourn. | 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I offer the following resolutions and 
ask for their present consideration : 
, esolved, That the Senate has received with sensibility the message of the House 
" Representatives announcing the death of Hon. FERNANDO WOOD, a Represent- 
iuve from the State of New York. 
, Hesolved, That as a mark of respect for the memory of the deceased, the Senate 
10 now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to; and (at four o’clock 
ud tifty-tive minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonpDAy, February 14, 1881. 

on House met at eleven o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison, D. D. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

aa members demanded the regular order. 
; 10 SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the Chair, as 
equired by the rules, will now call the States and Territories in alpha- 


peor order for the presentation of bills and joint resolutions for 
ptinting and reference. Under this call joint and concurrent resolu- 
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tions and memorials of State and territorial Legislatures can be pre- 
sented and appropriately referred ; and resolutions of inquiry directed 
to heads of the Executive Departments are iu order for reference to 
the appropriate committees, which latter resolutions are to be reported 
to the House within one week. 

HARBOR OF REFUGE, TRINIDAD, CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. BERRY presented a concurrent resolution of the Legislature 
of the State of California, relative to a harbor of refuge at Trinidad, 
in that State; which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

JUTE MACHINERY. 

Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7162) instructing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to admit free of duty certain jute machinery for 
the use of the California State prison, at San Quentin ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

NEW LONDON NAVY-YARD. 

Mr. WAIT. I present a joint resolution of the Legislature of the 
State of Connecticut, concerning the New London navy-yard. Iask 
that this resolution be read and go into the REcoRD. 

The SPEAKER. It may be read; but the reading of a bill or res- 
olution during this hour does not take it intothe Recorp. The Chair 
cannot at this time ask unanimous consent for the printing of the 
paperinthe Recorp. Thatcan be asked after this hour is concluded 

Mr. WAIT. Let it be read. 

The joint resolution was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

FRANCES THATCHER. 

Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7163) granting a pension 
to Miss Frances Thatcher, on the ground of military services rendered 
by her father and grandfather; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JULIAETT PRESCOTT. 

Mr. MILES introduced a bill (H.R. No. 7164) directing the issue of 
aduplicate check to Juliaett Prescott, a pensioner of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LIGHT-HOUSE, DOG ISLAND, APALACHICOLA BAY. 

Mr. DAVIDSON presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Florida, asking for the erection of a light-house on Dog Island, at the 
east pass of Apalachicola Bay ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

DISCRIMINATION BY RAILROAD CORPORATIONS. 

Mr.STEVENSON presented a joint resolution of the State of Illinois, 


| urging the passage of such measure or measures as will relieve our 


commerce trom unjust discrimination by railroad corporations and 
protect the interstate commerce of our common country by law; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

TIME FOR MEETING OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7165) 
fixing the time for assembling of Congress; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

QUIETING TITLE TO LANDS. 

Mr. HAYES (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7166) to quiet 
the title to certain lands in the city of Chicago, Illinois, in the heirs 
of Jean Baptiste Beaubien; which was read a tirst and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 

Mr. BICKNELL presented a joint resolution of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Indiana, for the suppression of contagious diseases 
of domestic animals; which was referred to the Committee on Agri 
culture. 

NAVIGATION OF THE KANKAKEE. 

Mr. BAKER presented a concurrent resolution of the General Assem 
bly of the State of Indiana, urging Congress to appropriate $100,000 
to improve the navigation of the Kankakee in the States of Indiana 
and Illinois; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 

Mr. BAKER also presented a joint resolution of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Indiana, asking the enactment of laws by Congress 
to prevent the spread of contagious pleuro-pneumonia among domestic 
animals; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

RESOLUTIONS STATE OF INDIANA. 

Mr. HOSTETLER presented a joint resolution of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Indiana; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Mr. HOSTETLER also presented a concurrent resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Indiana; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ORTH presented a concurrent resolution of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Indiana, respecting the navigation of the Kanka- 
kee; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce 
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Mr. HEILMAN presented a joint resolution of the State of Indiana, 
in tavor of the passage of the Keifer bill,or such other measure as 
may be introduced into Congress for the suppression of contagious 
diseases of domestic animals; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Mr. COWGILL presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of the 
State of Indiana, relative to the Keifer bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Agricnuiture. 

LANDS SUBJECT TO TAXATION. 

Mr. ANDERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7167) to declare cer- 
tain lands subject to taxation; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

WILLIAM F. MILLER. 

Mr. HASKELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7163) granting an in- 
crease of pension to William F. Miller; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed, 

Ss. G. PARKER. 

Mr. HASKELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7169) granting a 
pension to 8. G. Parker; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ELI A. M’FADDEN. 

Mr. RYAN, of Kansas, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7170) granting 
a pension to Eli A. McFadden; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MARINE HOSPITAL, NEW ORLEANS. 

Mr. ACKLEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7171) to provide for the 
rebuilding of the marine hospital at New Orleans, Louisiana; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

RESCUE OF PASSENGERS ON THE STEAMSHIP AMERICAN. 

Mr. LORING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7172) to admit free of 
duty two watches presented to Joseph Upton and G. W. Curtis for 
rescuing the crew and passengers of the steamship American; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

JABEZ BURCHARD. 

Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7173) for the relief of Jabez 
Burchard; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

REVIVAL OF COMMERCE. 

Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachusetts, presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Massachusetts, regarding a revival of 
American commerce; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. WASHBURN presented a memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Minnesota, asking for the improvement of the Mississippi 
River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

CAPTAIN JACOB NIX. 

Mr. POEHLER presented a joint resolution of the State of Minne- 
sota, for the relief of Captain Jacob Nix; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

, APPROPRIATION FOR MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. POEHLER also presented a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Minnesota, asking an appropriation of $1,000,000 for the 
Mississippi River between Saint Paul and the mouth of the Illinois 
River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

RESERVOIR UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. POEHLER also presented a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Minnesota, asking for the necessary appropriation for 
the construction of a reservoir on the Upper Mississippi River; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS, WAR OF 1812, 

Mr. FORD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7174) extending the pro- 
visions of an act amending the laws granting pensions to the soldiers 
and sailorsof the war of 1812 and their widows, and for other pur- 
poses, approved March 9, 1878; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CANCELING POSTAGE-STAMPS, 

Mr. DAGGETT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7175) to authorize the 
Postmaster-General to adopt a device for canceling postage-stamps ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


SUNDRY CIVIL EXPENSES FOR 1880, 

Mr. LAPHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7176) to amend chapter 
182 of the act approved March 2, 1879, entitled, “ An act making ap- 
propriations for the sundry civilexpenses of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for other purposes ;” which was 
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read a first and second time, referred to the Committe 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. CLARA A. THOMPSON, 


Mr. MULLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7177) granting; 
to Mrs. Clara A. Thompson; which was read a first and ace ee 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and onder « 
printed. r to be 


6 on the Jndj- 


CAUSES OF INSANITY IN THE UNITED STATES, 
Mr. MORTON introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 394) direct 
the National Board of Health to make an investigation as to pe na 3 
of insanity in the United States; which was read a first ms 
time, referred to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases 
to be printed. 


DUTY ON ARTICLES FOR INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, | 
an . y ~4WFO 7? 

Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7178) to admit free of date 
articles intended for the international exhibition of 1883; which w,. 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Sueien 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. “o" 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 1853, 


Mr. COX also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 395) in rela 
tion to the international exhibition of 1883; which was read q firs: 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Afi oo 
ordered to be printed. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. VANCE presented a joint resolution of the General Assembly o: 

North Carolina, in favor of making the Commissioner of Agriculture g 


rea 


Cabinet officer; which was referred to the Committee on Agricultyye 
DUTIES ON MACHINERY FOR COTTON MANUFACTURE, 


Mr. VANCE also presented resolutions of the General Assem)]y 9; 
the State of North Carolina, in reference to the machinery used ir th: 
manufacture of cotton threads and cotton goods, by admitting sye) 
machinery free of duty; which was referred to the Committee as 
Ways and Means. . 

IMPROVEMENT OF OREGON INLET, NORTH CAROLINA, 

Mr. VANCE also presented resolutions of the General Assem))ly 0} 
the State of North Carolina, in reference to the improvement of the 
Oregon Inlet, in North Carolina; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce. 


Seg 
and Second 
, and ordered 


‘airs, and 


THOMAS F. RILEY. 

Mr. LE FEVRE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7179) for the relief of 
Thomas F. Riley; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DUTIES ON WILD ANIMALS. 

Mr. McKINLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7180) to exempt certair 
wild animals from duty when imported by zoological societies; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


REV. CHARLES W. RAVER. 


Mr. COFFROTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7181) granting an in- 
crease of pension to Rev. Charles W. Raver, late of Company I, Nine- 
teenth United States Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ADAM RICHTER. 

Mr. COFFROTH also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 7182) granting a 
pension to Adam Richter; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DEVICE FOR CANCELING POSTAGE-STAMPS. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7183) to au- 
thorize the Postmaster-General to adopt adevice for canceling postage- 
stamps; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Cou- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


ANDREW J. MILES. 
Mr. JONES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7184) for the relief of An 


drew J. Miles; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


HARBOR AT MOUTH OF AHNEPEE RIVER, WISCONSIN, 


Mr. BOUCK presented a memorial of the Legislature of the State 
of Wisconsin, in relation to the completion of the harbor at the mout® 
of the Ahnepee River, Wisconsin; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

PETER IMIG, o 

Mr. CASWELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7185) for the relief ol 
Peter Imig, of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin; which was read a first ane 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, an 
ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS EVANS. Ta 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 7130 
for the relief of Thomas Evans; which was read a first and secon’ 
time, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, ane 
ordered to be printed. 

















CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 


en ee 
LEAVE TO PRINT. sick on board. Crews whose health has been impaired by the epidemic diseases of 
The SPEAKER. | There were four gentleman who during the call ayeae pn eee ere OTE a Se SN CaN 
¢ States and Territories desired to ask unanimous consent to have Very truly, & avo 
vetain papers printed in the RECORD. Phe Chair will now recognize en 5 9 Whim Bieeee of benreeane Rk. W. THOMPSON 
cere ntieman from Illinois [Mr. Boyp] to make that request. eet ee ee , 
intuit INTERSTATE COMMERCE. ADULIERATIOS OS FOOD SED DSUs 


yj BOYD. Ipresent for reference to the Committee on Commerce, 
ck to have printed in the RECORD, a petition signed by Milton 
and over 200,000 others, citizens of the State of Illinois and 
~ States, asking for legislation on the subject of interstate com- 
cree, Lask that the petition be printed without the names. 

” The petition was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and was 
ved to be printed in the Recorp. It is as follows: 


ed 
rable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America 
undersigned, citizens of the State of Kansas, respectfully petition and rep- 
that the railroad corporations of the country are charging rates of tariff for 
ynsportation of farm and other produce which are largely in excess of what 
:pital represented by the roads is worth, or should reasonably expect to earn; 
t these corporations refuse during the times when business is depressed and 
as are shrunk to bear their proportion of the shrinkage, but compel other in 
ies to contribute to keep up the value ot their property ; that while this is an 
ice toand hardship upon every industry other than that in which railroad 
nanies are engaged, it bears particularly hard upon agriculture, which yields, 
a a e most favorable circumstances, a profit of but 3 to 4 per cent. ; that in 
ome neighborhoods farmers are practically shut out of the market by high freight 
roa and that as the roads generally run through different States, it has been found 
oracticable to regulate them through local authority. 
ere fore the undersigned pray that you will pass such laws as will provide for 
jintment of a national railroad commission, which shall have the power 
, rates of tariff to be charged by railroad companies for the transportation 
ht, and providing also that the profits of a road, whether represented by 
lends or in improvements or other investments, shall not be allowed to exceed a 
sonable interest upon its valuation fairly estimated. 


NAVAL TRAINING SCHOOL AT NEW LONDON, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Warr] 
made a similar request. The Chair does not see the gentleman in his 


j 
nu ass 
George 


e 











h 













Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I shall not object to the request 
fthe gentleman from Connecticut, if I be allowed at the same time 

have printed in the REcorpD the report of a commission on the 
same subject. 

The SPEAKER. On what subject ? 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. The subject of a naval training 

ool. 

[he SPEAKER. The Chair cannot allow any conditional objection. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. WAIT said: [ ask unanimous consent that the resolutions of 
the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut concerning a naval 
training school at New London navy-yard, presented by me this morn- 

g and referred to the Committee on Appropriations, be printed in 
the RECORD. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. And I ask unanimous consent to 
present and have printed in the REcoRD certain communications 
relating te a naval training station at Coaster’s Harbor Island. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can only entertain one request at a 
time. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Wart ?} 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WAIT. I also ask that a letter from the Secretary of the Navy 
in the same subject be printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection. 

The resolutions and letter of the Secretary of the Navy are as 
IOLIOWS: 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT, OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE, 
General Assembly, January session, A. D. 1881. 

Senate joint resolution No, 58, concerning the New London navy-yard. 

Whereas by invitation of Congress the State of Connecticut conveyed, A. D. 1868, 


vy deed of gift to the United States, a tract of land on the river Thames for naval 
purposes; anc 

Whereas the Government has expended large sums of money on the same in 
srading the grounds, constructing a large wharf, erecting storehouses, &c.; and 

" hereas Congress at its last session authorized the erection thereon of a build- 
ng to be used as a drill-room for the apprentices of the naval training school, to 
‘completed at an early day; and 

Whereas the adoption of another site, which has been suggested, would involve 
ize and unnecessary expense to the Government: Therefore, 

Kesolved by this Asse ha That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be 
(uested to exert their most earnest and determined efforts to prevent the removal 
f said naval training school from its location on the ‘Thames and from this State. 
Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and resolution be forwarded by the secre- 
ary Of State to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

Passed February 10, 1881. 
: OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 
STATE OF CONNECTICI T 


, 88: 
‘ hereby certify that the foregoing is a true « opy of record in this office. 
{i testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and aflixed the seal of said 
State at Hartford this 11th day of February, A. D. 1881 
= CHARLES E. SEALEY, 


Secretary of State. 


WASHINGTON City, February 12, 1881. 
tor building The recommendation made by me, while Secretary of the Navy, 
referenc ng hospital at the New London navy-yard was made without special 
~ ee ee location of a station for training-vessels. I considered it neces- 
with a aimene eae. Ships will frequently visit there, both cruisers and those 
hospita at ice boys, and its healthy location and facility of access will make a 
pital, if one is built there, a most desirable place for such of them as may have 


MY pear Sir: 


CE 
——— 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent to p: t for 
reference to the Committee on Agriculture and to have printed in 
the REcorD a memorial from the Board of Trade of the City of Chi 
cago, asking the passage of a bill to prevent adulteration of food ay 
drugs. 

There was no objection, and it was so 

The memorial is as follows: 
teand H 


ordered 


To the honorable the Sena se of Ri presentati 


f the United States in Congress a n 

Che undersigned, by order and on behalf of the Board of Trade of the City of 
Chicago, respectfully represents unto your honorable bodies that 

W hereas this board is convinced that the adulteration of human food and drugs 
is aserious and growing evil, an outrage upon an otherwise sufficiently suffering 
humanity, greatly detrimental to the public health, tending to increase the deat! 
rate and to lower the standard of public and private morals, and that its eradication 
by well-considered legislation is both desirable and necessary; and 

Whereas a bill entitled ‘A bill to prevent the adulteration of food and drugs, 
prepares after long and careful consideration by a committee of able experts on 
vehalf of the National Board of Trade, has been presented to your honorable bodies 
by the representatives of that organization with the request that favorable acti 
thereon may be had at an early day: Therefore 

Having carefully om the provisions of said bill, your memorialists re 
spectfully petition and urge your honorable bodies that said bill may receive from 
you that consideration which the great importance of the subject seems to demand ; 
and that it may be enacted into law during the present session of Congress 

Respectfully submitted on behalf and by orderof the Board of Trade, Chicag 


mn 


H. W. ROGERS, Jr., Presid 
CHAS. RANDOLPH, Secreta 
CHICA January, 1821 
HARBOR OF REFUGE AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I also ask unanimous consent to present 
for reference to the Committee on Commerce and have printed in the 
RECORD a resolution of the Board of Trade of the City of Chicago, 
urging the construction of a harbor of refuge at Milwaukee, Wis- 
consi. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The resolution is as follows: 

Boa TRADE Rooms 


Chicago, Fel 1281 


ruary 


Sik: The board of directors of this board having unanimously adopted the f 





a 
lowing preamble and resolutions, to wit 

‘‘ Whereas the west shore of Lake Michigan has long needed a harbor of refug 
for the protection from easterly storms of the large and growing commerce of tl 
lakes ; and 

‘“* Whereas, by the aid of the natural protection now afforded by the shore line of 


Milwaukee Bay, a harbor of refuge suitable to the commerce of the lakes can 
our judgment, be built there at less expense to the Government than at any other 
point on the west shore of Lake Michigan: Therefore, 

‘* Be it resolved, That this board recommend that Congress, during the present 
session, make the necessary appropriation for a harbor of refuge in Milwaukee 
Bay, and that work on the eas be commenced at the earliest practicable moment 

** Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to each of the Senators and 
Representatives from the State of Illinois, requesting their support of an appro 
priation for this purpose; "’ 

I beg to respectfally request, on behalf of the board, your friendly co-operatior 
in securing the necessary appropriation te begin and vigorously prosecute the 
work referred to, it being, in the judgment of practical men familiar with the 
necessities of our lake commerce, a work of great importance for the proper pro 
tection of the vast commerce of Lake Michigan 

I am, sir, very respectfulls 
H. W. ROGERS, Jr., President 
Hon. Gro. R. Davi 
House of Repre sentatives 


Washingt 


J. F. M’CURTAIN. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. HooKER] 
asks unanimous consent to have printed in the RECORD a memorial 
of J. F. McCurtain, principal chief of the Choctaw Nation, calling 
attention to the violation of treaties with that nation, and asking 
payment of an award made under the treaty of 1330. 

There being no objection, the memorial was referred to the Com 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed in the RECORD. 
It is as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of th 
The death of the Chectaw delegate, P. P. Pitchlynn, makes it my dut is p 
cipal chief, to ask your honorable body not to let that event keep you from actin 
on the claim he was prosecuting. The surviving co-delegate, Peter I< 
been notified to proceed to Washington, and to pursue the course marked out 
his lamented associate, who so long and so faithfully represented the vy 

wishes of his people. 

It is no more than right, at the same time, to remind you 
of the Government to comply with our treaties. 

Just claims and unsettled demands having been ofter esented without effect 
by former delegates, the general council in 1353 passed resolutions expressing th: 
deep sense felt by our people of the wrong done—tirst, by forcing upon them t 
treaty of 1830, in direct violation of former treaties, and afterward, in the nam 


United States 


lsom 
ewa 


ef the repeated failures 


nr 
I 


ous and flagrant violations of that treaty itself, causing heavy loss to large n 
bers of Choctaw citizens over and above the greater loss to the nation. Four ds 
gates, Peter P. Pitchlynn, Israel Folsom, Dickson W. Lewis, and Samuel Gar 
were instructed to lay the whole case before the Government, and autho 


effect a settlement by treaty or otherwise. 

In October, 1855, they reported that the Government would not listen to them 
till they agreed to comply with a demand that separate jurisdiction should be given 
to the Chickasaws, and that a home should be provided for the prairie Indians in 
what is now called the ‘ Leased District. They presented to the council a 
treaty on that basis, which was violently denounced on account of the large bodies 











1566 








t surrendered, and still more strenuously on account of its Chickasaw 
ires My father, who was a district chief under our old system supported it 
it promised a just, fair, and liberal consideration of our claims both public 
nd private. On that ground alone, it was ratified by a small majority of the coun- 


That was in November, 1455. Twenty-five years have passed away. My 


na 
‘ t 
tea 


Dpecau KE 


SA ON ey Sg i mR 





a ; father is dead. Most of the claimants for whom he spoke are dead. The members 
es i of the ratifying council are nearly all dead. The last of the four delegates who 
i t signed the treaty died last week. “The Government has got the Leased District. 






nrisdiction. ‘The just and fair consideration 
g In 1859 the Senate made 
an award in our favor, which the treaty said should be final. That award the dele- 
gates who are now dead spent the last years of their lives in vain efforts to get paid. 

Colonel Pitchlynn always said that sooner or later Congress would keep faith 
In behalf of our people, I ask you to make good his words by complying 


th the treaty of 1&5 


i The Chickasaws have got their 
which was our part of the bargain, we have never seen. 


LPR ae 8 


vith us 


J. F. McCURTAIN, 


j Principal 
: 


Chief 
oO rn, CH AW NATION, February 1, 1281. 
By the p ‘ 
Attest es 
REA THOMPSON McKINNEY, 
Vational Secretary Choctaw Nation. 
NAVAL TRAINING STATION AT COASTER’S HARBOR ISLAND. 


Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I ask unanimous consent to pre- 
sent for reference to the Committee on Appropriations, and to have 

printed in the RECORD, an order by the Secretary of the Navy, and 
accompanying papers, relating to the establishment of a naval train- 
ng station. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The order of the Secretary of the Navy andthe accompanying papers 
ire as follows: 





NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 16, 1880. 
General Order Ne. 257. 

Ordered, that the vessels employed in training apprentices for the Navy shall, 
from and after this date, constitute a training fleet, and be placed under the com 
mand of an officer who shall be of a rank not below that of captain, who shall also 
be in command of the permanent headquarters or ‘‘ naval training station.”’ 

Ordered, that the ‘**Coaster’s Harbor Island,” in Narragansett Bay, near New- 
port, Rhode Island, be, and the same hereby is, established as the “ naval training 
station ’ for apprentices, which place shall be the headquarters of said “‘ training 
leet 

Ordered, that all business and correspondence of said “fleet and station 

e conducted as heretofore 
he Navy Department. 

Ordered, that the tender of the real estate made by the State of Rhode Island 
for the uses of said ‘training fleet’ be, and it hereby is, accepted ; and when here- 
after the same shall be conveyed to the United States by authority of law, then the 
station hereby established shall be permanent—until then it shall be considered as 
biy temporary 


shall 
through the same channels, under the jurisdiction of 


Rk. W. THOMPSON, 
Secretary of the Nat 


NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, November 27, 1880. 
Sim: Proceed to New London, Connecticut, by the Ist December next, and carry 
t the instructions of the Department of this date, as president of a board to se- 
ect a site for a permanent headquarters for the training of naval apprentices. 
Captains S. R. Franklin, 8S. B. Luce, and R. Chandler, and Lieutenant-Com- 











yf mander F. E. Chadwick, will be associated with you as members of the board. On 
ni the completion of this duty, return and resume regular duties. 
nL Respectt 
Hf R. W. THOMPSON 
gt Secretary of the Navy. 
modore J ENGLIS ; 
| ( f Bur t Equipment and Recrwitii 
; Was r, District of Columbic 
: "NITED STATES STEAMS POWHATAN, 
Newport, Rhode Island, December 4, 1880. 
S It edience to your orders of the 27th ultimo, we have the honor to state 
that a caretul examination has been made of the naval station near New London, 
ie Connecticut,a Coaster’s Harbor Island, in Narragansett Bay, with referenceto 
uf their adaptal y to the purpose of a naval training station for apprentices, and 
, veg to submit the following report 
E it The naval station on the river Thames is situated on the east bank of the river 
7 ‘ six miles from its mouth, and three miles north of the city of New London. It 
© has a frontage on the river of one mile and a breadth of 1,000 feet The channel 
2 to the station has a minimum depth of twenty-six feet, with a breadth at the sta- 
7 tion, between the 24-foot curves, of four hundred and seventy-tive feet; between 
pile the 20-foot curves, of seven hundred and twenty-five feet; between the 8-foot 
E : curves, of 1,00( 
wi. rhe advantages of this site are, that itaffords a good frontage at which to lay up 
1. if such vessels as may be used for permanent depot purposes, very good building 
% - sites ashore, with stone for building and a good supply of fresh water. 
a Che disadvantages are 
‘ 44 First. Its distance from any large expanse of water in which to maneuver sail- 
, . ng vessels, it being necessary to go quite nine miles for such purposes, and even 
} 5 then it must be in the vicinity of very rapid tideway and dangerous shoals. This 
Ee q necessity would occasion the use of a number of tugs at a large expense, and the 
a: oss of valuable time in towing to and fro, a distance of eighteen miles. 
it Second. The want of a place for gunnery practice, no range being obtainable in 
" the vicinity Chis necessary part of a seaman’s training would thus be lost, 
rhird. The liability of the river to be frozen over at this point, which, apart 
3 from hindering all operations on the water, would most seriously inconvenience the 
: transportation of supplies from New London, the railway being on the west side of 
i : the river 
if Fourth. The impossibility of properly training apprentices in boat service, either 
a. 1h n pulling or sailing. Young sailors must be taught to handle boats in a rough as 
well as a smooth sea, and cannot be trained in the quiet waters of a narrow stream. 
Finally. The isolation, which, upon inquiry, was found to be the chief cause of 
the many desertions that took place from the training ship Minnesota, which win- 
i ; tered here in the winter of 1879-'S0. During little morethan four months more 


than ninety boys deserted, and about thirty procured their discharge, the cause of 
the majority of cases, in both instances, being clearly traceable to despondency, oc- 
casioned by the cheerlessness of the situation and the monotony of the life due to 
the seclusion of the place and its gloomy aspect in winter. 
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Two points which are in favor of making this a naval arsenal mi] 
» as a place for training purposes : - 
narrowness of the channel. 

The State of Rhode Island having offered any land Which the Ger ’ 
ment might desire to select on Narragansett Bay, (as shown hee ae etal Goy 
lution hereunto appended, marked A,) we proceeded thither and  Opy of th 
ties to a consultation. ta Invited the ant} 

Several positions were pated out, and after careful « onsiderat 
mined that Coaster’s Harbor Island appeared to offer the gre : 

An inspection of the island disclosed its admirable adapt 
in view. 

The island has a length of 3,300 feet, and a general breadth of 1.300 ar 
ninety-two acres ; its surface is moderately rolling, affording excelley me yonta 
drainage. There is one large building of very fine construction conti oiaot 
and cooking apparatus and supplied with water from a source which is pre ~ te 
inexhaustible. This, together with several frame buildings on the isla, i aoe 
utilized for various purposes. Good stone for building purposes oy » May 
gravel are found on the island in abundance. a 

The island is separated from the main land by a strip of shallow wate; 
general breadth of nine hundred feet, across which is anon a abel ' 
draw-bridge, affording immediate communication with, or isolation trom. 2 
land at pleasure. It is situated upon what is undoubtedly in many reshocn. 
especially for the purpose under consideration, the finest sheet of a 
coast, and is in close proximity to the sea— distant but three nautica] miles 

The bay, which is remarkable as being the only harbor on our coast eet 
all winds, has a depth of thirty miles and an extreme breadth of twelr . Bh ; 
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these being the distance from the sea an, 
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terspersed with a number of larger islands which break the force of the y 
sea from whatever direction they may come. The water is deep and bold ; 
the most part clear of obstructions, affording excellent facilities for the a 
ing of vessels. The holding ground is excellent. , 

The island is admirably located for the practice of gunnery; good 
be had from the island itself or from ships moored near by, or in case of ta, 
practice while underway. A sail of three miles will bring vessels to the een 
affording opportunity for this very important training under the most fe aoe 
circumstances. 

The near proximity of the torpedo station furnishes every facility for the 
tion of apprentices in the practical use of torpedoes, an advantage not to 
at any other point. 

An element of great consideration in the establishment of a training statio, 
necessarily the climate. That of the southern portion of Rhode Island is ren i 
able for its equability and mildness, due to its seaward position and to the lars, 
bodies of water which wash the shores from every direction. These circumsta 
are the causes of a climate cool in summer and extremely mild in winter enal 
out-of-door exercises to be carried on with scarcely any interruption throug 
the year. - 

The fact that the island is in the midst of a hardy, sea-faring race, from wi 
the training system would draw many of its recruits, is also an element not to 
slighted. 

It is placed within easy access of New York and Boston, making the trans‘ 
recruits from these great commercial centers easy and inexpensive. 

In conclusion, we would state that Coaster’s Harbor Island possesses every 
uisite as a site for a naval training station, and we therefore earnestly recomme; 
its acceptance. : ie 

Respectfally submitted, 
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of 


EARL ENGLISH 
Commodore and Chief of Bureau Equipment and Recruit 

SAM’L R. FRANKLIN 

Captain United States Na 
S. B. LUCE, 

Captain United States Nav 
R. CHANDLER, 

Oaptain United States N 
T. E. CHADWICK 


Lieutenant Commander United States Na 
To the honorable the SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS AT WILMINGTON, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PACHECO. I ask unanimous consent to present for reference 
to the Committee on Commerce and to have printed in the Recor! 
a memorial of citizens of Los Angeles calling attention tothe neces 
sity for a rapid completion of the harbor improvement at Wilm! 
ton, Los Angeles County, California. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The memorial is as follows: 


To the honorable the Senators and the Representatives 
of the United States at Washi 

GENTLEMEN: In view of the urgent need of a rapid completion of the har 
provements at Wilmington, Los Angeles County, California, and of th 
ciency of the appropriations now granted for that purpose, a mass-mecting 
citizens of Los Angeles was called Thursday evening, January 20, by order 
city council, to take the subject under consideration. ; 

That meeting of the citizens appointed our committee to prepare and forward 
you a memorial praying for a more earnest prosecution of the work by the ( 
ernment. In accordance with their instructions, we have prepared the follo 
statement and petition, and we beg leave earnestly to call your attention t 
to ask your careful consideration of the facts as presented. me 

First. Until the completion of this work of harbor improvement at Wi 
the California coast from San Diego to San Franciseo remains with sing 
port of refuge for shipping in storms; nothing but open roadsteads for 4 distance 
of five hundred miles. , 

Second. The roadstead of San Pedro, lying without the bar of Wilmington ba! 
bor, has been fora quarter of a century and is now the commercial outlet of a sare 
portion of Southern California and Arizona. The freight received and ship) 
through it has steadily increased from an aggregate of 6,311 tons in the year |*» 
to 110,000 tons for the year 1880, and is rapidly growing with each year. G™ 
vessels are loaded at this port directly for Europe. The passenger moveme’ 
through the port for the year reach a total of 6,000, Arrivals of sea-going vesst”" 
Steamers, 106; sailing vessels, 127—total for the year, 233. These vesse's ‘ 
from and depart for all parts of the world. : 

Third. To meet the two wants, namely, the creation of a harbor ot refuge an 
accommodation of the rapidly increasing commerce of the port, the United 5c" 
Government, after three careful and exhaustive surveys, commenced the work 
developing Wilmington Harbor. So far a total of $480,000 has been appropris 
With this money a breakwater 6,700 feet in length has been construc ted—th¢ — 
2.000 feet of it only, however, to the level of low tide. The plan of the Gove es 
ment engineers requires that this should be carried above the level of high wide 
And aship channel ten feet deep at low tide and two hundred and fifty feet wit 
has been drotged through the bar. . pee 

Fourth. The object of the works now in process of construction at Wilming” 
not the making of an artificial harbor, but simply to clear a channel throug! 
















































, cive entrance to a harbor already existing. This harbor, within the bar, 
‘tely land-locked and sheltered from storms. It has a ship channel several 


se in Jepgth, with a depth at low tide of twenty-six feet at its lower end, shoal- 
es in Jengts, 








» after some 
ation of seve 
‘channel coule 
ties we re 


ral hundred vessels at one time, and by the improvement of its 
1 accommodate twice the number. For an idea of its extent and 
fer you to the accompanying map, but 


h improved and deepened since the map was made. We also re- 


a n muc ‘a . - 
+he reports and surveys of the engineers now on file inthe War Depart- 
When the work was commence d the bar had upon it only eighteen inches 
ow tide. Itis now deepened to ten feet by the work already done. 


neers in charge say that a depth of at least seventeen feet may be opened 
 y the bar; and they further state that all work done is permanent, as the 
Oe) keep open the channel when once cleared. 
"), The channel as now opened, although it is already of great 
w and too narrow for the needs of the commerce of the port, 
ccels havin 7 still to lie without the bar in the open roadstead, exposed to 
nd transhipping their freight by a tedious and expensive system of light- 
\t times communication 1s entirely cnt off with the shore, and vessels are 
‘tiv forced to abandon the anchorage ard run out tosea. In this lighterage 
aie n have been drowned within the past week in crossing the bat The 
e delay, and the dangers of this lighterage system have been, and are 
heavy and grievous burden upon the commerce of the country. 
oth. With the completion of the present work ships will be enabled to enter 
hor and lie alongside the wharves. : Th 
Ei chth The natural grades of the continent make Wilmington Harbor the 
1] Pacific Ocean terminus of the whole souther n transcontinental system of 
roads. Immediately back of it lies the San Gorgorio pass, crossing the Sierra 
+ an elevation of only 2,700 feet, the only true pass in the whole line of that range. 
“he routes of all these southern transcontinental roads lead below the snow line. 
wilmington and New Orleans are the natural termini of the shortest southern 
--anscontinental road. The connection from Wilmington Harbor through to the 
set by the Southern Pacific and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé roads is now 
; " nat F de 
‘N ath. The engineers in charge say that the plan of development of Wilming 
- Harbor which they have been following is pow tested until it is proven to bea 
 ooess: and that with money more rapidly supplied the work might be pushed to 
pletion Within a comparatively short time, instead of being allowed to drag 
wit along for years. : 
renth. Among the reasons which we urge for a more liberal policy upon the 
rt of the Government, and for a rapid completion of the work, are these, namely: 
+t the pressing needs of commerce, the po system of lighterage involv- 
, actual money tax upon the business of the country yearly of about one hun- 
sud twenty thousand dollars; this in addition to the lossestrom delay. These 
clays and the expenses incident to shipping grain and produce through an open 
ujstead have for years retarded the development of this southern portion of Cal- 
which is by nature one of the most productive regions of the whole Pacific 
Second, the dangers of damage to the present work while left exposed to 
ms in an unfinished condition. Third, the work can be more economically done 
money supplied rapidly enough to push it at once to completion than if it is 
eft to drag along yearafter year. Fourth, the intimate relationship which the port 
‘ Wilmington must bear to the whole southern transcontinental system of rail- 
is, to which allusion has already been made, and the rapidly approaching com- 
on of these roads render it highly important that the harbor should be put in 
best possible shape without delay. Fifth, the more quickly the work can be 
pleted the sooner will the capital now lying invested in it become productive. 
Ia conclusion, we would say that we believe few Government works have ever 
een carried on more economically, more honestly, or with greater results to show 
the outlay of money than this. This, too, is the only work for which we have 
eceived a dollar from the Government. 
would therefore, because of the vital importance of this undertaking to us, 
tly pray you to grant at least the sum of $200,000, which amount the Govern- 
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ment engineers in charge of the work say can be advantageously used during the 
pg year 
Very respectfully, 
P. BANNING. J. E. HOLLENBECK 
I. W. HELLMAN. H. W. HELLMAN. 
Judge Y. SEPULVEDA. W. H. PERRY 
W. WOODWORTH. Ex-Gov. J. G. DOWNEY 
A. GLASSELL. J. M. GRIFFITH. 
Judge V. E. HOWARD. J. P. WIDNEY. 
b. COHN. I. R. DUKELBERGER 
r. S. SLAUSON, A. LOTHIAN. 
I. R. TOBERMAN J. F. CRANK. 


J. C. HANNON, 

G. WILEY WELLS. 

N. NEWMARK. 

Lt. Gov. JOHN MANSFIELD. 
Les, CALIFORNIA, January 24, 1881. 


Cc. E. THOM. 

W. G. KERCHOFF, 

E. F. SPENCE, Chairman. 
R. S. LYNCH, Secretary. 
Los ANGE 


MONTANA PENITENTIARY. 


Mr. MAGINNIS, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of Montana, in relation to the Montana penitentiary; 
vhich was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


LEASING OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. MAGINNIS also, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial 
ithe Legislature of Montana, protesting against the passage of any 
iw authorizing the leasing by the General Government of any pub- 

nds; which was referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


has 


TABLE OF DUTIES AND IMPOSTS. 


Mr. MILLS, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported a 

ut resolution (H. R. No. 396) for printing the table of rates of duties 
id imports under the several tariff acts from 1789 to 1870; which 
vas read a first and second time, referred to the House Calen 
Tdered to be printed. 


SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, introduced 
‘bull (H. R. No. 7187) to extend the provisions of an act approved 
“arch 2, 1855, entitled “An act for the relief of purchasers and lo- 
“ors Ol Swamp and overflowed lands, and for other purposes ; 
which Was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
se Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
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ELIZABETH WIRT GOLDSBOROUGH. 
Mr. FIELD, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Invalid 


two miles to sixteen feet. It has ample space already for theaccom- | Pensions, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill 


(S. No.3) granting a pension to Elizabeth Wirt Goldsborough ; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
LOUISA BAINBRIDGE HOFF. 
Mr. FIELD also, from the same committee, reported back, with a 


| favorable recommendation, the bill (S. No. 21) granting a pension to 


is still | 
all the | 


Louisa Bainbridge Hoff; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 
YORKTOWN CENTENNIAL 
Mr. GOODE. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's 
table House joint resolution No. 337, returned from the Senate with 
amendments, for the purpose of concurring in the amendme.ts of the 
Senate. It isa House joint resolution authorizing and requesting the 
President to extend to the Government and people of France an invi- 


CELEBRATION. 


| tation to join the Government and people of the United States in the 


$20,000 is here 





observance of the centennial anniversary of the surrender of Lord 
Cornwallis, at Yorktown, Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments of the Senate will be read. 

The first amendment of the Senate was, in line 2, after the word 
“France,” to insert the words “‘and the family of General La Fayette.” 

The second amendment was to add to the joint resolution the fol- 
lowing: 

And for the pompees of carrying out the provisions of this resolation the sum of 

xy appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the same or so much thereof as may be necessary to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of State 

Amend the title so as to read as follows: 

Joint resolution authorizing and requesting the President to extend to the Gov 
ernment and people of France and the family of General La Fayette an invitation 
to join the Government and people of the United States in the observance of the 
centennial anniversary of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules this amendment of the Senate 
making an appropriation must receive its first consideration in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CALKINS. I would inquire if there was an appropriation in 
the original resolution as passed by the House ? 

Mr. GOODE. ‘There was not; but it was suggested by the Secre- 
tary of State that it would be indispensable to make an appropria- 
tion in order to enable him to properly carry out the resolution. 

Mr. CALKINS. Is this appropriation to be expended by the people 
of Yorktown ? 

Mr. GOODE. No, sir; by the State Department in receiving the 
delegation from France whom it is expected may respond to the in- 
vitation of the Government. 

Mr. BURROWS. I make the point of order that the amendment 
of the Senate making an appropriation must be first considered in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. GOODE. Then I will withdraw my request. 

The SPEAKER. The request being withdrawn, the joint resolu- 
tion will remain upon the Speaker’s table. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. GOODE said: I desire to request my friend from Michigan [ Mr. 
BURROWS ] to withdraw the point of order he made a while ago, and I 
believe he is not now disposed to insist upon it, against considering 
at this time the Senate amendments to the House joint resolution 


| relative to the Yorktown centennial celebration. 


Mr. BURROWS. 
an appropriation was made by the Senate amendment. 
insist upon the objection. 

There being no further objection, the joint resolution was taken 
from the Speaker’s table with the Senate amendments thereto. 

The amendments were read as above. 

Mr. GOODE. I now move that the amendments of the Senate be 
concurred in. 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 

Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ments of the Senate were concurred in; and also moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PLEURO-PNEUMONIA, ETC, 


I interposed an objection because I noticed that 
I will not 


Mr. HAWK. I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the Rrc- 
ORD, and referred to the Committee on Agriculture of this House, a 
resolution adopted by the Illinois State Board of Agriculture in rela- 
tion to pleuro-pneumonia and other infectious diseases among meat 


TT 
du 


There was no objection, and it was so orde 

The resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That we recognize the bill introduced into the House of Te presenta 
tives at its last session by General Kerrer, of Ohio, as embodying the essential 
features necessary to an intelligent and efficient supervision of contagious and in- 
fectious diseases of live stock generally on the part of the Federal Government, 


> | and that we heartily recommend the passage of some such law, with an additional 


provision which shall clothe the commission with authority to prescribe rules and 
regulations under which the live stock of any infected State, Territory, or district 
may be transported or taker » stocl be trans- 


may be 





therefrom, and under which live ck 
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ported through such infected State, Territory, or district, or in their discretion to 

probibit absolutely the transportation of live stock from or through such infected 

district when in their opinion the same shall be essential to the general safety. 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE. 

Mr. DIBRELL. I ask unanimous consent to take from the House 
Calendar, for consideration at this time, the bill (H. R. No. 7033) 
making the city of Chattanooga, in the State of Tennessee, a port of 
delivery. This bill was prepared by the officers of the Treasury De- 
partment and meets their approval. It is also unanimously reported 
from the Committee on Commerce. 

There was no objection, and the bill was brought before the House 
for consideration. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

That the city of Chattanooga, in the State of Tennessee, is hereby ide a port 
of delivery, with a surveyor at a salary of $350 per annum and the customary fees. 
And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to carry this act into effect. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DIBRELL moved to reconsider the vote just taken ; 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CROW INDIANS OF MONTANA. 

Mr. AINSLIE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, by unani- 
mous consent, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the 
bill (H. R. No. 6228) to accept and ratify the agreement submitted by 
the Crow Indians of Montana for the sale of a portion of their reserva- 
tion in said Territory, and for other purposes, and to make the neces- 
sary appropriation for carrying out the same; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the ac- 
companying report ordered to be printed. 


and also 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. WARNER. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. WARNER. 
The SPEAKER. 

consent. 

Mr. WARNER. 

The SPEAKER. 
reports. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to dispense with the morning hour for re- 
ports from committees. 

The motion of Mr. ATKINS was not agreed to, there being, upon a 
division—ayes 86, noes 53; not two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour for reports from committees will 
begin at nine minutes past twelve o’clock. 

EASTMAN’S DIGEST. 


Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 7075) authoriz- 
ing the purchase of Eastman’s Digest of the decisions of the Treas- 
ury Department and ef the supreme and circuit courts relating to 
tariff, navigation, &c.; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


I rise to a point of order. 

The gentleman will state it. 

Are we proceeding now under the hour rule ? 
Business is now being transacted by uuanimous 


Then I call for the regular order. 
The regular order is the call of committees for 


IMMEDIATE TRANSPORTATION OF DUTIABLE GOODS. 

Mr. GIBSON. Iam anthorized unanimously by the Committee on 
Ways and Means to report back with a favorable recommendation 
the bill (H. R. No. 6500) to amend an act entitled “‘An act to amend 
the statutes in relation to the immediate transportation of dutiable 
goods.” I ask that it may be considered at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has never permitted this hour to be 
interfered with by legislation. 

Mr. GIBSON. Then I ask that the bill be placed upon the House 
Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. Does it relate to the revenue laws ? 

Mr. GIBSON. It does not. 

The SPEAKER. Is there a report accompanying the bill! 

Mr. GIBSON. There is not. 

The SPEAKER. The rule requires absolutely that bills reported 
from committees shall be accompanied by reports. 

Mr. GIBSON. I will hand one in hereafter. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the bill will be received 
and placed on the House Calendar, and authority given for the report 
required by the rule to be hereafter submitted. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
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MANUFACTURE OF VINEGAR. 

Mr. CARLISLE, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported 
back with amendments the bill (H. R. No. 6460) to regulate the man- 
ufacture of vinegar by the alcoholic-vaporizing process; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ORANGE M. BLAIR. 


Mr. RYON, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 718s) for the relief of Orange M. Blair, ad- 
ministrator of Thomas P. Blair, deceased ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING, NEW YORK CITY, 
Mr. ROSS, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back 
a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 4644) to ae With 
act entitled “An act for the construction of a public building fa = 
by the United States Government in the city of New York,” a; for use 
June 15, 1878; which was referred to the Committee of the wre 
House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying rene. 
ordered to be printed. ves Teport 
STEAMSHIP GULNARE. 

Mr.McLANE, fromthe Committee on Commerce, reported back: w:. 
a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6935) authorizins 
inspection and issue of an American register to the English steare the 
Gulnare ; which was referred to the House Calendar, and enc. 
panying report ordered to be printed. ies 
BRIDGE OVER SNAKE RIVER, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Commerce report 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H.R. No. ¢ een 
thorizing the construction of a bridge over the Snake River midwar 
between Grange City and Taxsas Ferry, in Washington Territory 
which was referred to the House Calendar, and the accompanyi, 
report ordered to be printed. oe 
BELL-BUOY, GRAHAM SHOALS, MICHIGAN, 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, from the Committee on Comme 
ported back with amendments the bill (H. R. No. 7020) to estabjis 
a bell-buoy on Graham Shoals, in the Straits of Mackinaw and State 
of Michigan; which was referred to the Committee of the Whol. 
House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying renort 
ordered to be printed. ; = 

RAILROAD BRIDGE, SAINT MARY’S RIVER, MICHIGAN. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I ask unanimous consent to report 
back from the Committee on Commerce for immediate consideratio; 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 323) authorizing the Secretary of Wa; 
to convene a board of officers to report in reference to a railroad 
bridge over the Saint Mary’s River, in Michigan. F 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot ask unanimous consent for ¢} 
consideration of the resolution during this hour. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. ThenI withdraw the report that I ma: 
offer it at some other time. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR 1820, 

Mr. COVERT, from the Committee on Agriculture, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 373 
relative to printing the Agricultural Report for the year 1830 ; whic 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. There is no report accompanying this bill. The 
rule requires a written report. 

Mr. COVERT. I ask unanimous consent to file a report hereafter 
to accompany the joint resolution. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 

INTEROCEANIC CANAL, 

Mr. HILL, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported as a 
substitute for House joint resolution No. 345, a joint resolution (H.R 
No. 397) declaring the policy of the United States in reference to an 
interoceanic canal; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

TREATY-MAKING POWER. 

Mr. BICKNELL, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported 
adversely the joint resolution (H. R. No. 132) relating to the treaty- 
making power; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

RIVERS BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND CANADA. 


Mr. RICE, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which was 
referred the memorial of the State of Maine in relation to the navi- 
gation and bridging of certain rivers constituting the boundary-iine 
between the United States and Canada, reported a bill (H.R. No 
7189) for the construction of bridges across the Saint John and Saint 
Francis Rivers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RICE. Iask unanimous consent that the views of the minorit) 
of the committee on this subject be also printed. vm 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and leave will 
granted. , 

Mr.COX. Another member of the minority of the committee, W4° 
is not now present, may desire to sign my statement of the views 0 
the minority. I ask leave, therefore, that the paper may be filed 
during the day. 

The SPEAKER. 

TREATY BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
Mr. HERNDON, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reportes 


a bill (H. R. No. 7190) to provide for the complete execution of the 
ninth article of the treaty of 1819 between the United States ane 
Spain; which was read a first and second time, referred to the a 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the 


accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 





rce, re 


e 


The Chair hears no objection. 





be 








ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILSON. I know it is customary that reports made during 
thi ‘. hour shall be refe srred to the Committee of the Whole or to the 
House Calendar ; but I am charged by the Committee on Foreign 
affa airs with the duty of asking unanimous consent—— 


The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot ask unanimous consent during 
. hour for the consider ation of anything. If he did so, other com- 
ttees might be deprived of their right to report. The Chair will 

enize the gentleman for the purpose indicated whenever he can 
‘t some time not in this hour. 


SOLDIERS’ CEMETERY, WATERLOO, IOWA. 


Mr. SPARKS, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 

vorably the joint resolution (H. R.No. 370) authoriz ing the Secretary 
of War to deliver to the city of Waterloo, Iowa, three condemned 

nnon and four cannon balls, for decoration of soldiers’ cemetery ; 
‘ ich was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


th 
- 
recog 


a »8Ot 


at ate 
printed. 


CLAIM OF SOUTH CAROLINA FOR ARMS. 


r. JOHNSTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
ya x favorably the bill (S. No. 1135) authorizing the Secret: iry of War 
) adjust and settle the account for arms between the State of South 
C arolina and the Government of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the C ommittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
| with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ana, 
COLOR-BLINDNESS, ETC. 


r. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, re ported, as a substitute for House resolution No. 308, joint reso- 
ition (H. R. No. 398) relating to color-blindness and visual acuteness 

n pe rsons employed in the N avy and merchant marine; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES E. KELSEY, ETC. 

Mr. ELAM. The original sane having be en lost during my illness, 
| have adopted the joint resolution introduced by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Biiss] during the Forty- fifth Congress, second session, 
and now, by direction of the Committee on N: aval Affairs, report back 

int resolution (H. R. No. 399) referring to the Court of Claims the 
laim of James E. Kelsey, John Zoughblin, Theron Kelsey, and others, 

gainst the United States for damages done to the schooner C. and 
(. Brooks. I should like to have this matter considered at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot ask for unanimous consent for 
that purpose during this call. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

DRUSILLA H. SWANGER. 
. DEERING, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 

tack ‘favorably the bill (H. R. No. 5706) for the relief of Drusilla H. 
Swanger ; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 


on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 





GEORGIA INDIAN WAR CLAIM, 


Mr. WELLBORN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
back favorably the dill (H. R. No. 3841) to repay to the State of 
Georgia $27,175.50, money advanced by said State for the defense of 
her frontiers ¢ against the Indians and not heretofore repaid; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ARTHUR J. CARRIER. 


Mr. POUND, from ~ Committe e on Indian Affairs, reported back 
with amendments the bill (H. R. No. 6946) for the relief of Arthur 
J. Carrier; which was iateanel to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

TERRITORIAL OFFICERS 


Mr. FROST, from the Committee on the Tosibenses, re ported back 
favorably the bill (H. R. No. 6830) relating to territorial officers in the 
several Territories ; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, 
with the ace ompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORIAL ELECTION, NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. YOU NG, of Ohio, from the Committee on the Territories, re- 
ported back the bill (H. R. No. 7191) to legalize the election of the 
a Legislature of New Mexico, held November 2, 1880, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio. I ask for action on this subject at this time. 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be done during this hour. 

. Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio. Then I ask that the accompanying report 
€ read to the House. 

TheSPEAKER. That will not nec essarily carry it into the REcorD. 

Mr. BRAGG. And I make the point of order that this hour is set 
apart under the rules for the reception of reports and not for action 
then them. Therefore, it is not in order to ask for the reading of 
the report at this time ‘when no action can be had upon the bill itself. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio. V ery well. Let the bill and report be printed. 
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ll be printed, of course 
he House Cale nda ar, ¢ 


The oe ae Paina. s) ~=  apailallas iea ea R. 
The bill was referred to t¢ 


The bill and report wi 


and, with the aceom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 
TESTS OF AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL. 

Mr. WISE, from a Committee on Manufactures, reported back 
favorably the bill R. No. 6688) to provide for continuing the 
tests of American iron oa steel and other materials; which was re- 
ferred to the ae of the ee House on the state of the 
Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed 

LIGHTING THE CAPITOL BUILDINGS , ETC., BY ELECTRIC LAMPS 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, reported a bill (H. R. No, 7192) to authorize the lighti ing of 


the Capitol buildings and grounds, &c., by electric lamps; which was 
read a first and second time, and or ‘dered to be printed, and, with the 
accompanying report, recommitted 


FORT DEARBORN ADDITION TO THE CITY OF CHICAGO 


Mr. ATHERTON also, from the same « 1 4 reported, as a sub 
stitute for House bill No. 6749, a bill (HI. . 7193) to confirm to 
the city of Chicago the title to certain nubile raps te which was 
read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. This seems to be Senate bill No. 1935 

Mr. ATHERTON. We have take n a copy of the printed Se 
bill No. 1935 and agreed to it, and have only used it in movi: 
substitute for House bill No. 6749. 

The SPEAKER. It is not a Senate bill which is reported back 

Mr. ATHERTON. It not. We reported back House bil 
6749 with a substitute. 


nate 
iy our 


No. 


is 


Mr. FORT. I want the matter to appear right upon the record 
Mr. ATHERTON. We reported back for House bill No. 6749 a bill 
(H. R. No. 7193) to confirm to the city of Chicago the title to certain 


public grounds. 

The SP EAKER. The bill and substitute have bee i. referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


APPEALS IN PATENT CASES. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee on Patents, reported back, with a 
favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6736) to facilitate ap- 
peals from the decisions of the Commissioner of Patents; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 


dar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
REBECCA R. HIPSLEY. 


Mr. COFF ROTH, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 3079) grant- 
ing a pension to Rebecca R. Hipsley; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accom- 
panying report ordered to be printed. 


MARY E. MURRAY. 


Mr. COFFROTH also, from the same committee, reported a - 
(H. R. No. 7194) granting a pension to Mary E. Murr: 7 ; which Wa 
sad a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the W hole 
oie on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 


MRS. M. LETITIA WATSON, 


Mr. COFF ROTH also, from the same committee, reported back fa- 
vorably the bill (H. R. No. 6818) granting a pension to M. Letitia 
Watson ; which was re ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Priv ate C alendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 

to be printe d 


PAY LERKS—COMMITTEE ON INVALID PENSIONS. 


Mr. COFFROTH also, from the same committee, re ported a reso- 
lution from said committee to pay additional compensation to the 
additional! clerks to the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the Forty- 
sixth Congress, second session ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Accounts. 


OF ¢ 


FRANCIS M. BILHARTZ. 

Mr. SCOVILLE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back, with an adverse recommendation, the petition of Francis M 
Bilhartz for a pen sion as dependent father whicl h was o1 rdered to lie 
on the table, and the adverse report to be printed 


ISRAEL WARREN. 
Mr. HOSTETLER, from the Committee on Invalid gg oe re 
ported, as a substitute for House bill No. 3521, a bill (H. No. 71 5) 


granting a pension to Israel Warren ; which wasread a fret and sec 
ond time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 

vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

MATHIAS WONDRAK 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Ohio, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. 
R. No. 5982) granting a pension to Mathias Wondrak ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
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ABIGAIL 8S. TILTON. 

Mr. WHITEAKER, trom the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (S. No. 20d) 
granting arrears of pension to Abigail S. Tilton; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

. 8S. DOUGHTY, JR. 

On motion of Mr. O°;CONNOR, the Committee on Claims was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of E. 8. 
Doughty, jr., for compensation for serv ices rendered as a messenger 
for the House of Representatives, Forty-fifth Congress ; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

HENRY MULLEN. 

Mr. LINDSAY from the Committee on Claims, reported back, with 
a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6336) for the relief 
of Henry Mullen; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

WILLIAM W. BURNS. 

Mr. CROWLEY, from the Committee on Claims, reported a bill (H. 
R. No. 7196) for the relief of William W. Burns; which was read a 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calender, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

CLAIMS ALLOWED BY COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on War Claims reported back, 
with amendments, the bill (H. R. No. 5521) making appropriations for 
the payment of claims reported allowed by the commissioners of claims 
under the act of Congress approved March 3, 1871, and acts amenda- 
tory thereof; which bill, with amendments, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calender, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ELIAS B. MOORE. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 974) for 
the relief of Elias B. Moore, of Fayetteville, Arkansas; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS B. WALLACE. 

Mr. CARPENTER, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 4368) for 
the relief of Thomas B. Wallace, of Lexington, Missouri; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calender, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRAGG. Lask permission to file the views of the minority on 
this case, and ask that it be printed with the views of the majority 
and referred. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

JAMES WILLIAM BUTLER. 

Mr. CARPENTER also, from the same committee, reported, as a 
substitute for House bill No. 3816, a bill (H. R. No. 7197) for the relief 
of the estate of James William Butler, deceased; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and 
the accvinpanying report ordered to be printed. 

A. L. SHOTWELL. 

Mr. CARPENTER also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 7198) for the relief of A. L. Shotwell, of Jefferson County, 
Kentucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JULIA A. NUTT. 

Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on War Claims, reported, as a sub- 
stitute for House bill No. 1528, a bill (H. R. No. 7199) for the relief 
of Julia A. Nutt, widow and executrix of Haller Nutt, deceased ; 
which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will now recognize gentlemen to make 
reports who were not in their places when their committees were 
calle i 

BAUGHMAN AND WYATT. 
Mr. EVINS, from the Committee on the Post-Ofiice and Post-Roads, 
reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 
6148) for the relief of Baughman and Wyatt ; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accom- 
panying report ordered to be printed. 
NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF NEBRASKA. 

Mr. HOUSE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back, 
with a favorable recommendation, the bill (S. No. 550) to extend the 
northern boundary of the State of Nebraska ; which was referred to 
the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 
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WILLIAM H. GILL, 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom « 
referred the memorial of William H. Gill, of New Jersey re ao ps 
bill (H. R. No. 7200) for the relief of William H. Gill: ‘ain . 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of bine wh 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ord = 
to be printed. Pn oy oe 

CLERK OF COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS, 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER, from the Committee on Elections reportaa 
a resolution allowing the clerk of that committee pay for call _ 
during the vacation of Congress ; which was referred to the Comnit 
tee on Accounts. a 


GRANT OF LAND TO DAKOTA, 


Mr. BENNETT, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reportes 
back with amendments the bill (H. R. No. 6231) granting to the Ter. 
ritory of Dakota one section of land in lieu of fractional section 16 
of township 104 north, of range 71 west, of said Territory, and opel 
ing said fractional section 16 to public sale, entry, and settlement. _ 

The SPEAKER, The bill will be referred to the Committee of +}, 
Whole on the state of the Union, and will be printed with the aceon. 
panying report. ua 

Mr. BENNETT. I desire that the bill shall go to the House (a) 
endar. It simply provides for the sale of this land. py 

The SPEAKER. That is parting with the property of the Unjtea 
States, is it not? ve 

Mr. BENNETT. 
original purpose. 

The SPEAKER. It goes to the Committee of the Whole on tha 
state of the Union. é 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed, 

COMMITTEE CLERKS, ETC, 

Mr. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H.R.No. 400) in relation to committee clerks, pages, and other 
employés of the Senate and House of Representatives; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Accounts, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION. 
Mr. HAYES. 


But it does not dispose of the land except for the 


I rise tomake some privileged reports from the Com- 
mittee on Printing. I am instructed to report back with amend- 
ments the joint resolution (H. R. No. 378) providing for the printing 
and distribution of the report of the Commissioner of Education for 
the year 1260. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 5, after ‘‘ 8,000,” insert ‘181,’ in line 6 strike out ‘' 13,000” and insert iz 
lieu thereof ‘‘12,219;"’ so that the joint resolution as thus amended will read 

“Resolved, dc., That of the report of the Commissioner of Education for the year 
1880 there be printed 4,000 copies for the use of the Senate, 8,181 copies for the 
of the House of Representatives, and 12,819 copies for distribution by the Commis 
sioner.” 

Mr. HAYES. This is a resolution for the printing of the regular 
annual report of the Commissioner of Education. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The joint resolution as amended was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

REPORT OF BUREAU OF ETHNOLOGY. 

Mr. HAYES. Iam also directed by the Committee on Printing t 
report back the concurrent resolution for printing the reports of the 
Director of the Bureau of Ethnology with amendments. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 6 strike out ‘‘ 7,000 
out “5,000 and insertin lieu thereof ** 4,728 ;”’ 
will read : : oe ; 

“Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed at the Government Printing Office 15,000 copies each of the second and 
third annual reports of the Director of the Bureau of Ethnology of the Si 
sonian Institution, with the necessary illustrations ; 7,272 copies of which sha 
for the use of the House of Representatives, 3,000 copies for the use of th 
ate, and 4,728 for distribution by the Bureau of Ethnology. 

The amendments were agreed to; and the resolution, as amended 
was adopted. 
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‘and in lieu thereof insert “7,272;” in line 8 str 


so that the resolution as amended 
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REPORT OF LIFE-SAVING SERVICE, 

Mr. HAYES. Iam also directed by the Committee on Printin; 
report back, with a favorable recommendation, the joint reso! 
(H. R. No. 386) for printing the report of the Life-Saving Serv! 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, dc., That there be printed 6,000 copies of the report of the operations 
of the United States Life-Saving Service for the year ending June 30, 1880, withou! 
the accompanying tables, (except the one showing the location of stations ) at 
without the accemaen? ing reports on wreck ordnance, for distribution among 
ofiicers of our merchant marine, through the collectors of customs, under the dire 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. COX. I should like, if in order, to offer an amendment to pro- 
vide also for the printing of a map of all the wrecks and disasters 00 
our coast. This has been done by the English Government with ver) 

. . . rigs ¢ ior 
successful results, and I think it would be a very advisable thing ! 
us to do. sad te 

Mr. HUNTON. I was under the impression that I was entitled to 
the floor for business of the District of Columbia. 
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s entitled to the 


T} . SPEAKER. The gentleman trom Virginia 
mm the Committee on 


LL + : . ~< ] y > 1 
this is a privileged report coming tré 


Anot put 
oor i 
til 


Tl e Chair will say to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] the 


vw requires that the question of the printing of any papers or re- 
“ets to cost in excess of $500 should go to the Committee on Print- 
Fe The Chair thinks an amendment would not be in order which 
«anid involve an expenditure exceeding S500, 

Mr. COX. Then I will introduce a separate resolution to accom- 
lish the purpose I have indicated. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
ma: and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
nd passed. 

. ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. HUNTON. I now call for the regular order. 


10 SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read the order of the 
tonse in relation to the business of this day’s session. 
“The Clerk read as follows: 
fies Chat upon the expiration ¢ f the morning hour on Monday, the 14th of 
pruary, the Commhittee for the District of Columbia shall be entitled to the floor 
o consideration during the remainder of that day of business for the District 
be called up by said committee 





Mr. HUNTON. Inow yield to my colleague on the committee from 
New York, [Mr. MILLER. ] 


\X RAILROAD DEPOT IN WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


I call up from the Speaker’s table the bill (H. R. 
047) to authorize the commissioners of the District of Columbia 
+o designate a proper site for a union railroad depot in the city of 
Washington, and for other purposes, returned from the Senate with 
amendments. The amendments of the Senate were made at the last 
session, and in order to make the necessary correction of dates I de- 
‘re to move that the amendments of the Senate be not concurred in. 
The SPEAKER. The amendments of the Senate will be read. 

The amendment of the Senate was to strike out the following : 


s 


At some central point, having just reference to the convenience of access by said 
nies, and the people, sojourners, and visitors of said city, and to all the pub- 
stsinvolved, and report their doings in the premises to Congress within 
hirty days after the passage of this act with a bill containing such further provis- 
us as they may deem best calculated to give effect tothe purpose of requiring all 
aid railroads to use said depot in common, and vacate all other depots, and remove 

tracks not necessary for such use: Provided, That such union depot shall be 
ied by said railroads free from expense to the Government of the United 
or the District of Columbia. 





intere 








{nd in lieu thereof to insert : 


Having due regard, as well to the 


the District 


interests of the residents and property-owners 
of Columbia as to the chartered rights and pecuniary investments of 
¢ railroad companies to be affected by the action of Congress in the premises ; but 
I gment of said commissioners, it is better, for the interest of all par 
s concerned, that two depots should be established, the one on the northern and 
her on the southern side of the city of Washington, then to make selection of 
two sites for the respective depots, and to report their action in the premises, 
plats, to Congress during the present session ; but if that is not prac- 
ible, then to report on the first Monday of December, 1880, with a bill containing 
further provisions as they may deem best calculated to secure the use by said 
lroad companies of said union depot if so selected ; or in case of the selection of 
two depots aforesaid, to secure the use of the northern depot by the company 
mpanies whose road or roads enterthe city of Washington nearest to said north- 
epot, and the use of the southern depot by the company or companies whose 
or roads enter the said city nearest to said southern depot, and to compel the 
ition of all other depots and the removal of all tracks not necessary for use in 
g the depot or depots intended to be established under the provisions of this 
Provided, That such union depot or the two depots herein referred to, which- 
er may be selected, shall be provided by said railroad companies free from ex- 
se to the United States or the District of Columbia. 
Mr. CONGER. How does that bill come before the House ? 
[he SPEAKER. Under the order of the House setting apart the 
session of to-day after the morning hour for the consideration of busi- 
ess relating to the District of Columbia. Under that order the gen- 
teman from New York, [Mr. MILLER, ] in behalf of the Committee on 
ue District of Columbia, calls up from the Speaker’s table the bill 
the House with the Senate amendment thereto. 
Mr. CONGER. Then, if I may, I object to the consideration 


+ na 
t ua 


proper 
proy 


of the 


the SPEAKER. The gentleman raises the question of considera- 


lr. CONGER. No; not that. 

[he SPEAKER. The bill of course is open to the operation of all 
rales of the House applicable to it 

ir. CONGER. This is a bill which is intended to provide that all 
tsons coming to the city of Washington shall walk into town or 
mploy ahackman. I propose that 


ed 


it shall have some consideration 
this House before it becomes law, compelling every person coming 

‘Washington to land away off in some remote part of the District. 

‘it, MILLER. I donot care to discuss the merits of the bill at this 
‘ime. I will say to the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] that 
isentirely wrong. This bill does not locate any depot at all; it 
‘mply authorizes the commissioners of the District to report to Con- 
stéss a suitable location for a union depot, if one can be found by 


r 
t 


vem, 

Ir TOD ° . ~ an i 

Mr. ¢ ONGER. As I said, when the bill was up before, it is the com- 
mer I 


' eee of a plan to remove from convenient places within the 
ty a Prai ° 4 . . . a 
y the railroad depots which enable citizens, Government officials, 
‘ud members of Congress to come by rail somewhere wi 
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without being compelled to leave the cars at Benning’s Bridge or 
Point Lookout or somewhere else. 

Mr. NEAL. Why not say over in Baltimore at once? 

Mr. CONGER. Or “over in Baltimore.” We had a hard struggle 
to have a depot located in the heart of the city of Washington, where 
the traveling public could be properly accommodated. 

Mr. NEAL. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. NEAL. Does the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Conger} 
have the floor? 

Mr. CONGER. I know the gentleman from Ohio is very anxious 
to get the floor, but he can speak after I get through. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. MILLER] 
has been recognized by the Chair as having this bill in eharge. But 
that gentleman has not indicated any purpose of interfering with 
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] or claiming the floor 
himself as against him. On the contrary, he has answered some of 
the objections of the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. CONGER. I raise the question of consideratio: 
bill. 

Mr. MILLER. Allow me to say that under the order of the com- 
mittee I do not propose to ask for the consideration of this bill, but 
to move, as I have the right to do, having the floor, that the House 
disagree to the amendments of the Senate and ask for a conference. 
That is all we propose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] 
raises the question of consideration, as the Chair understands, on 
that motion, as he has the right to do within the scope of the rule. 
The motion of the gentleman from New York is in the direction of 
legislation, which the gentleman from Michigan desires to prevent. 

Mr. HUNTON. [rise toa question of order. I submit whether 
the question of consideration can properly be raised upon District 
business coming up under the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The House this morning, notwithstanding the 
order fixing to-day for District business, might have refused by a ma- 
jority vote to consider any business from the District Committee. The 

vase is analogous to that of private business assigned under the rule 
to Friday. 

Mr. HUNTON. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HUNTON. To set aside a rule requires a two-thirds vote. 

The SPEAKER. Friday is assigned by the rules for the considera- 
tion of private business, which can only be set aside by a two-thirds 
vote. Yet the House, when private business comes up under the rule, 
may refuse to go on with it; and the rule provides that thereafter 
public business shall be considered. The assignmentof this day for 
the consideration of District business was, as the Chair understands, 
a concession to the District Committee ; but the majority of the House 
might now say as to such business in gross that if would not consider 
it; and certainly if that power would apply to this class of business 
in gross it would apply to any particular bill. If the House should 
refuse to consider the bill, it would remain in the same position ex- 
actly in which it was. 

Mr. HUNTON. Is it in order to say one word 
consideration ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. HUNTON. Mr. Speaker, this bill passed the House by a large 
majority, and, having been considered by the Senate, has come back 
with amendments. We propose to non-concur in the amendments, 
and have a conference between the two Houses. Surely it would be 
very proper to consider the matter now. As tothe remarks of the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER, ] it seems to me a matter of 
great importance that there should be a union depot in the city of 
Washington, if one can be provided. The Senate amendment pro- 
vides that if the limitation of the companies to a single depot is im 
practicable, there may be two depots, but that railroads shall not come 
into every part of the city. 

Mr. CONGER. There are two depots now. 

Mr.HUNTON. ‘There are other railroads coming intothecity. We 
want them all to come to one depot, if that be practicable, or to not 
more than two depots, if it be impracticable for all to come to one. 
This bill settles nothing. It only requires the District commissioners 
to report their views upon the question. Without a law on the sub- 


against this 


But does it not require a two-thirds vote ? 
I does not. 


on the question of 


ject of a union depot, none can be established. 


The SPEAKER. The question is whether the House w der 
this bill. 
The question being taken, there were—ayes 735, noes 24 


Mr. CONGER. 
bers are not acq 
better vote. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CONGER and 
pointed. 

The Honse divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 120, noes ~7. 

So the House decided to consider the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. MILLER] 
now moves that the House non-concur in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate and ask for a committee of conference. 

Mr. HENKLE. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HENKLE. 


It is quite evident that a large majority of mem- 
nted with this subject, and I think a quorum had 


ve 
tabi 


Mr. HUNTON were 


ap 


Is this question debatable ? 


It is. 


Before this matter is voted on I desire to present 
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the real question at issue, so that members may understand it fully. 
This proposition stripped of all its disguises means the removal of 
the Sixth street depot from its present site to some remote and more 
inconvenient location, in order that the wishes, perhaps the interests, 
of certain individuals in the city of Washington may be gratified, as 
I believe, at the expense of public convenience. For afew years past 
certain individuals here have raised an unceasing clamor against the 


location of this depot. They have persisted until we now have the | 


question before this House in the shape of a resolution calling upon 
the commissioners of the District to designate a site for a union depot. 
The ultimate object and the main purpose, however, is the removal 
of the Sixth street depot from its present site to one much more incon- 
venient for the traveling public. 

Now, my experience in the District of Columbia is that there is here 
a very considerable class of people—I do not mean all, I do not mean 
half, but I do mean a considerable part—who seem to think that 
the whole United States and the Treasury of the United States were 
created specially for their interest and benefit. 

The proper location of railroad depots has become in this country 
a matter of most vital importance to the traveling public. It has 
become a question of convenience which interests the people of the 
whole country as to what shall be the site of railroad depots in this 
city of Washington. In other cities throughout the country you will 
see millions of dollars are being expended by railroad companies in 
order to procure sites and convenient locations for depots in central 
positions in those cities. In Philadelphia $1,000,000 has been recently 
spent for that purpose alone. In the city of Baltimore the railroad 
depots are in the most central and densely populated sections of the 
city. If you go throughout the country and visit the large cities you 
will find the depots for passenger travel are in convenient and cen- 
tral localities for the accommodation of the people. 

Now, if it is a necessity in other cities, if it is proper that the travel- 
ing public should be accommodated, it is pre-eminently proper they 
should be accommodated in the capital of the nation. Washington 
City derives all of its importance from the importance the people of 
the country give it. Millions of people resort to the national capital 
year after year for the transaction of public or private business or upon 
pleasure. 

This property in the District of Columbia, this particular locality, 
belongs to the people of the whole United States. They have aright 
to have their interests and convenience considered. Years ago the 
representatives of the people in Congress assembled granted this asa 
proper site to accommodate the traveling public, the millions of people 
resorting to the national capital year after year for business or other 
purposes. They reserved it for the purpose of this depot for emi- 
nently wise and sufticient reasons. There are more forcible reasons 
to-day why it should be suffered to remain where it is than existed 
that it should be located upon this site in the beginning. 

This property, sir, is in a convenient locality. It is accessible 
readily to all the Departments of the Government. It is equally 
accessible to the Capitol, to the Treasury, to the Interior, to the Post- 
Office, to the Pension Office, to the Smithsonian Institution, to the 
Agricultural Department, and, indeed, to all of the various Depart- 
ments and offices of the Government in this city. Passengers are 
landed near Pennsylvania avenue and Sixth street, and are at once 
within easy reach of all the great hotels of the city. 

Is this House now willing to consent by the passage of this reso- 
lution to inaugurate steps which will lead to the removal of this great 
convenience from its present site back to a locality where every indi- 
vidual who visits the city, no matter how humble his station or how 
limited his means, shall be compelled to hire a carriage to get to his 
destination? Just think of it, Mr. Speaker; you are legislating for 
all time to come. You are legislating in reference to the location of 
a depot which will affect the convenience of the traveling public for 
centuries to come. I therefore ask, are you willing to subject the 
traveling public of the whole country to this inconvenience in order 
to pander to and gratify the caprice of a few property holders in the 
southern section of Washington, whose property has no value except 
such as the location of this depot where it ishappenstogiveit? Intime 
that place will be valuable for warehouses; but it will be valuable 
only from the fact that the depot is located there. The property will 
never be valuable as residences. The other day this reservation was 
all under water—a sort of lake or goose pond. Who considers it 
valuable for any other purpose except that for which it is now used. 

These railroads, Mr. Speaker, have become such a public conven- 
ience they can no longer be ignored. The convenience of a site from 
which people can be landed within easy reach of hotels and places 
of business is a great desideratum and cannot be ignored properly in 
the consideration of this important question by the House. Hun- 
dreds and thousands of employés in the various Departments of the 
Government pass to and from the city every night and morning. 
Poor men and poor women who are employed in the various Depart- 
ments of the Government and who find it economical to live beyond the 
limits of the city, in the outskirts of the District, or beyond the District 
in the States of Virginia and Maryland, go back and forth night and 
morning. They are landed here ata place convenient to these several 
Departments. In five minutes’ walk they are at the places where they 
have to discharge their public duties. Remove this depot back into 
some remote situation or locality, and you subject every one of these 
poor people for all time to come to the additional expense of paying 
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car-fare or carriage-hire and of losing twenty or thirty minn 
going to or coming from their destination. “I think the ane | - 
come when in Washington we should legislate as they are a hee 
ing everywhere else—to locate these railroad depots where the. . 4 
best and most conveniently accommodate the public. | regard We 
Speaker, this Sixth street depot as the greatest convenience in mt 
District of Columbia to the traveling public. There is no wood... 
sufficient reason for its removal, except, as I said before it a i. 
to gratify the caprice of a few interested parties. The people 7 +} 

United States own this property. They own this Capitol and thra. 
fourths of the valuable property within the District, and they an 
of course, deeply interested in the question of the location oj th 
depot ; for certainly they have a right to have their convenience «1 
wishes consulted as well as a few property-holders in the Distrie: 

{Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. MILLER. Mr. Speaker, I shall not detain this House Joy. 

discussing this bill, because it fixes nothing. The gentleman fry 
Maryland thinks it is the intention of the parties urging this propo. 
sition to remove the depots of this city to some inconvenient pla 4 
Sir, I take it there is nothing in this bill that leads to any such eo, 

clusion, and nothing has been done either by the Committee o) the 
District of Columbia or by the advocates of the proposition to lead 
the gentleman from Maryland or any one else to infer there ane 
such desire to remove the depots of this city to an inconvenient place 
But we realize, Mr. Speaker, the fact that this city is rapidly grow. 
ing, and we have reasonable grounds to believe that in a few y ear 
will number from two hundred and fifty to three hundred thonsand 
people. That being the case, is it not wise for us at this time to take 
some proper action to regulate the railroads centering here? Now 
while the city is growing and before its growth is attained, this w 
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should be done. It is a fact that all of the great cities of the Up 
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all the great cities throughout this country everywhere, are now ido 
ing this. New York within the past two years has, together wit; 


itu 


the Hudson River Railroad Company, expended nearly four million 
dollars in the establishment of a grand union depot, with the object 

of bringing all of the railways centering in that city into one depot 

and in such manner as not to depreciate the value of surrounding 

property. Look atthe condition of things here. We find two depots 

already in the very heart of the city, their tracks running through 

our principal streets, and the depot and tracks of one of them located 

upon a Government reservation, for which the railroad company pays 

no rental whatever into the Treasury. : 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, proposes only to authorize the commissioners 
of this District to examine the railroads of the city, their routes, and 
the location of their depots, and if in their judgment these can be 
located, or if they can find a proper location for them, so that they 
may be brought into one depot, then they are to report the facts to 
the House for future action. If they find it is more desirable that 
there shall be two depots, they are to report that fact to the Hons 
But their report does nothing else; it contemplates no change in the 
present condition of affairs unless favorable action is taken by Con- 
gress. Their report has neither legislative force nor power to accom- 
plish anything in that direction. After this report is made Congress 
will then take the recommendation of the commissioners and decide 
whether there shall be a union depot or whether there shall be two 
depots, or whether there shall be any change whatever, and permit 
them toremainasthey arenow. Itis evident, then, that this bill fixes 
nothing. It simply looks to the question of obtaining information 
that may be valuable hereafter; but it contemplates nothing else. 
It is in the interest of this city to have this matter attended to at once; 
it is in the interest of its future growth and prosperity. This bill has 
nothing to do with the establishment of lines of roads or the location 
of their depots other than as I have stated. Manifestly it is improper 
that railroads centering here should be allowed to use Government 
reservations without being required to pay for them ; nor should they 
be permitted to use the public streets or avenues of the city without 
the consent of Congress. All the railways coming into the city should 
be brought into one general union depot. This bill has in direct line 
of view the ultimate remedying of this condition of things. Will any 
man rise here and say that a union depot is not more convenient for 
the needs of the traveling public than two or three scattered over the 
city as at present? Will it be contended that passengers coming irom 
the West desiring to go South, who are now compelled to get a trans- 
fer across the city and pay for it, and those who come from the South 
wishing to go West, who are compelled to do the same thing, will not 
find it more desirabie and convenient to have all the roads centerin2 
at one point? AE, 

Will any sensible business man give it as his candid opinion that 
the interest of this great traveling public would be more enhanced 
by having these depots separate, as they now are, than by having one 
at a convenient location in the city where all of these roads shai. 
center? I imagine not. s ou 

This bill once passed the House. It was called up a few evenits» 
ago when the District of Columbia had the floor, and because 1! hap- 
pened that there was no quorum in the House, the friends of the rat! 
road companies arose in their places here and objected to its — 
eration, and said if pressed for consideration they would raise the 
question of a quoram. Thus they have succeeded in Geteatings” a 
upon it; and one of the questions here presented is for this = 
to decide whether it means to legislate or whether it can legislate for 








the needs and necessities of the city of Washington as it is and as it 
will be in the future, or whether the railroad companies which center 
here shall have the power upon this tloor to prevent action upon such 
measures. That isa matter, Mr. Speaker, which this House is called 
anon to settle this morning. me Sa 

‘wave thus hurriedly given all there isin this bill. It will be seen 
o¢ there is nothing hurtful, harmful, or objectionable in it on the 
nd that gentlemen allege. I say it passed the House. It went 








> she Senate and the Senate amended it; but along time has elapsed 
nop it passed the Senate, and the date has passed when the commis- 
oners were to report. That must be corrected. For that reason I 


ve moved that the report and amendments of the Senate be non- 
nrred in, in order that a committee of conference may be ap- 

d to decide upon this question. I now yield five minutes to 
‘chairman of the committee, [Mr. HUNTON. } 

Mr. HUNTON. I hope the gentleman will yield first to the gen- 
sjoman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CLYMER, ] who desires a little time 
op this question. 

Mr. MILLER. 
Pennsy}vania. . a 

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Speaker, I hope the House will not concur in 
this amendn ent.and that the committee of conference will be ap- 
nointed. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HENKLE] has well 
tated that a number of the cities of this Union are endeavoring to 
+ their railroads nearer their central points on account of increased 
nsiness facilities. I grant you that is a fact; but I do not conceive 
that there is a city in the Union, if it had the power, that would not 
remove a railroad that cuts its fairest park right through the center, 
that would not compel that railroad, if it sought to reach the center 
of the town, to approach it either by an underground passage or by 
overhead. This plan is being adopted in the city of Philadelphia 

t the present time at an expense of millions of dollars. The Penn- 
svivania railroad is entering the center of that city by a causeway 
erected over the tops of the houses. Nolarge city inthe Union would 
these roads to cross public streets and parks, marring the 
y of the city, as the city of Washington permits. No city like 
this, which is large to-day and likely to be larger, would tolerate such 
\ilroad system as we now have in existence here. 

We are here legislating for this, the capital of a nation. We are 
not legislating either for or against the interest of any railroad. A 
stranger from any part of the Union who comes and stands in front 
of this Capitol, and looks down through what ought to be the fairest 

ark on earth, from the foot of the Capitol grounds to the Potomac, 

i mile long, which should be reserved for purposes of pleasure and 
transit from one end of the city to the other, cannot fail to see how 
terribly it is marred and its usefulness interfered with by having, 

iumost every hour of the twenty-four, long trains of cars standing 
across the grounds, making it almost impossible to pass; or if you do 
pass, you do it at the risk of life and limb. 

Now I do not object to having a central depot somewhere, but I 
want to submit that question to the commissioners of the District, 
who have the interests of the Districtin charge. I am satisfied they 
will not locate the depot so that the citizens of Washington shall be 
put to inconvenience. But representing here a constituency whose 
chief interest in this matter, as is the case with the constituencies of 
other gentlemen here, is to promote the beauty and greatness of this 

apital rather than the interest of any railroad, I say I will vote for 
any measure—largely interested as some of my people may be in the 
Baltimore and Potomac Railroad—I will vote for any measure which 
will restore that fair reservation to the purposes for which it was 
originally intended. It was never intended for railroad purposes, 
and I trust this House will take measures by this bill to do something 
for its restoration. 

Mr. MILLER. I now call the previous question. 

The question being taken on ordering the previous question there 
were—aves 69, noes 12. 

Mr. CONGER. A quorum has not voted. There does not seem to 
be interest enough taken in this subject to warrant the pressing of 
the measure any further. 

Mr. MILLER. It seems those on the side of the gentleman from 
Michigan opposing this measure are not interested enough to vote. 

fhe SPEAKER. The point having been made that a quorum has 
not voted the Chair will order tellers, and appoints the gentleman 
from Michigan, Mr. CONGER, and the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. MILLER. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 96, noes 
*6; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HUNTON. If the gentleman from Michigan insists on the 
point of a quorum we may as well have a call of the House. 

Mr. MILLER. I believe we could get a quorum by calling for the 
yeas and nays. 

lhe SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there is a quorum present. 

Mr. CONGER. I will withdraw the point of a quorum not having 
voted on this bill, although I doubt whether there is a quorum present. 
I will let it go because this vote does not pass the bill. But I think 


Then I yield three minutes to t 


he gentleman from 








to legislate in this way with no quorum is a very improper way to 
proceed. 

The SPEAKER. 
Michigan. 

Mr. WHITE. 


The Chair concurs with the gentleman from 


I insist on the point that a quorum has not voted. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





1573 





The SPEAKER. The tellers will resume their places. 

The counted was resumed; and the tellers reported—aves 113. 
noes 37. , ; 

So the previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the metion that the Honse 
non-concur inthe amendments of the Senate and ask for a committee 
of conference. 

The question being taken, the Speaker stated that in the opinion 
of the Chair the “ayes” had it : 

Mr. HENKLE, I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HUNTON. I hope the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hen- 
KLE] will not delay the business of the committee by calling for the 
yeas and nays. 

The question being taken on ordering the yeas and nays, there were 
ayes 12; not one-fifth of the last vote. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered, and the motion was agreed 
to. 
Mr. MILLER moved to reconsider the vote just taken ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROTE¢ 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I call up from the House Calen- 
dar the bill (H. R. No. 4005) to incorporate a society for the protec- 
tion of children in the District of Columbia, reported by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, with amendments. 
The bill and the amendments were read. The bill as proposed to 
amended is as follows: 
Be it enacted, d That Josiah Dent 
Walter S. Cox, W. W. Curtis, R. D. Mussey, J. Vaughn Lewis, A. Y.P. Garnett, S 
C. Busey, John A. Baker, Samuel A. Robinson, Alexander Abraham, M. D. Peck, B 


P. Davis, E. N. Demongeot, L. 8. Emory, O. F. Presbrey, J. H. Cuthbert, F. M. Alex 
ander, A. P. Farden, A. K. Parris, Charles Hill, W. P. Bell, John Eaton. C. P. Culver 


TION OF CHILDREN IN THE DISTRICT. 


be 


Thomas IP. Morgan, Richard W. Thompson 














R. C. Fox, M. Douglass, John Hitz, Samuel V. Niles, Roger Williams, HB. Curtia, 
R. C. Parker, L. M. Cuthbert, L. B. Hoff, George W. Salter, A. S. Taylor, William 
Paret, Henry Wise Garnett, William Parris, William B. Webb, J.H. Saville, John 
S. Barbour, L. J. Davis, William P. Young, Charles M. Matthews, A. S. Pratt, D. W. 
Middleton, jr., Thomas J. Fisher, George L. Douglass, C. Morris Addison, and such 
other persons as may be associated with them in conformity to this act l thei: 
successors, are hereby constituted and created a body-corporate in the District of 
Columbia, to be known as the Society for the Protection of Children in the Dis 


trict of Columbia. 

Sec. 2. The said society shall h: 
agents as the business of the so 
members ; to make such by-laws 
ganization as may seem necessary, not inconsistent with the law 
Columbia or of the United States ; 


to have per 
name ; to sue and be sued, complain and defend in any 


ve power to appoint suc h oflicers 
lety shall to regulate 


for the management and go 


managers, and 
the admission of 
ernment of the or 
3 of the District of 
orporate 
quity ; to 


require 


petual succession by its « 


court of law or ¢ 


make and use a common seal; to contract and be contracted with; to take and 
hold, by gift purchase, grant, devise, or bequest, any property, reai or per onal 
and to dispose of the same at pleasure. 

Sec. 3. The said society, by its proper officers or agents, may prefer omplaint 





before any court in the District of Columbia having jurisdiction for the violation 
of any law relating to or affecting the protection of children, and may aid in bring 
ing the facts before such court in any proceeding taken; and all fines or penalties 
that may be collected through the instrumentality of its agents for 
violation of such laws shall accrue to the benefit of said society 

Sec. 4. The commissioners of the District of Columbia shall, by the police force 
of said District, aid the said society, its officers and agents, in the enforcement of all 
laws which now are or may hereafter be enacted relating to or affecting the pro 
tection of children said District and their successors 
are authorized to detail from time to time such officer or officers as may be necessary 
to aid specially in the work of said society, or may commissionany duly appointed 
agent or agents of said society special police officers ; but said special police oflicers 
shall serve without compensation, and such agents or ofticers shall have power to 
arrest all persons violating within their view any law relating to or affecting tho 
protection of children, without warrant | ies so offending by virtue of 
a warrant issued by any justice of the peace upon complaint made to him, who 
shall be taken by such agents or officers before the police court of the District of 
Columbia for trial. Said agents or oflicers are also hereby empowered to bring 
before the said court any child who is subjected to cruel treatment, willful abuse 
or neglect: and said court commit such child to an orphan asylum or other 
public charitable institution in the District of Columbia, or make such other dis 
position thereof as now is or may hereafter be provided by law in cases of vagrant 
destitute, or abandoned children: Provided, That any parent, guardian, or neat 
relative who may feel aggrieved by of said court in the premises, m 


appeal therefrom to the criminal court of the District of Columbia 


t} 
this society or 


and the commissioners of the 


or other part 








any order 


The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CHURCH PROPERTY IN 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I call up from the House Calen- 
dar the bill (H. R. No. 6324) to construe an act entitled “An act to 
relieve the churches of the District of Columbia and to clear the 
title of the trustees of such property.” 

The bill was read, as follows: 


THE DISTRICT. 


Be it enacted, dc., That the words “ church property which was actually held 
and used for the purposes of divine worship” in the first section of the act entitled 
“An act to relieve the churches of the District of Columbia and to clear the title 
of the trustees to such property,”’ approved June 21, 1£79, shall be construed to 
include parsonages and rectories 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island, moved to reconsider the vote by 
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which the bill was passed ; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate had passed, without amendment, bills of 
the House of the following titles: oM iat 

A bill (A. R. No. 6201) granting a pension to Thomas Worthing- 
ton; and : , 

A bill (H. R. No. 6942) to fix the times for holding district and cir- 
cuit courts of the United States for the western district of Texas. 

The message further announced that the Senate insisted on its 
amendments disagreed to by the House of Representatives to the bill 
(H. R. No. 6719) making appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, asked a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had appointed as managers of the conference on the part of the Sen- 
ate Mr. WiTners, Mr. EATON, and Mr. BLAINE, 


CAPITOL AND NORTH O STREET RAILROAD, 


Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I now call up from the House 
Calendar for consideration the bill (H. R. No. 7032) to amend the act 
incorporating the Capitol, North O Street and South Washington 
Railroad Company. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Ive it enacted, &c., That the act to incorporate the Capitol, North O Street and 
South Washington Railway Company, approved March 3, 1875, be, and the same is 
hereby, amended so as to authorize said company, at its discretion, to remove its 
track from Ohio avenue and Twelfth street southwest, and lay a single or double 
track, and run its cars thereon, from its present line at the intersection of Ohio av- 
enue and Fourteenth street south along Fourteenth street to C street southwest, 
eastwardly along C street southwest to Virginia avenue, to connect with its pres- 
ent line at the junction of said avenue and street ; and also to lay asingle or double 
track from its present line on P street and Eleventh street northwest, north along 
said Eleventh street to Boundary street ; and to lay a single or double track com- 
mencing at the intersection of C street and Eleventh street southwest, ranning 
thence south on Eleventh street to Water street south, running thence easterly on 
Water street south to M street south, which point shall be the southern terminus 
of the road: Provided, That the said company shall complete the tracks and run 
its cars along the streets named within six months from the approval of this act. 

| 
i 
| 
' 








SI . That should any part of the track extension herein authorized coincide 
with portions of any other duly incorporated street railway, the relative condition 
of the chartered rights may be adjusted upon terms to be mutually agreed upon 
between the companies, or, in case of disagreement, by the supreme court of the 
District of Columbia, on petition filed therein by either party, and on such notice 
to the other party as the court may order. 

Sec. 3. That the fare between the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and the 
nearest junction with connecting roads shall be two cents. 

Sec. 4. That any other duly incorporated street railway company in the District 
of Columbia shall have the right to run its cars over that portion of the route here- 
inbefore named south of Pennsylvania avenue, upon such fair and equitable terms 
as may be agreed upon between the said companies ; and in the event thatthe said 
companies shall fail to agree upon satisfactory terms, either of said companies may 
apply by petition to the supreme court of the District of Columbia, which shall 
provide for proper notice to, and hearing of, all parties in interest; and shall have 
power to determine the terms and conditions upon which, and the regulations under 
which, the said company or companies using the tracks over the route before 
named may use and enjoy said tracks, and the amount and manner of compensation 
to be paid therefor. 

Sec. 5. That Congress may at any time amend, alter, or repeal this act 


Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia to move an amendment in section 3 
of the bill, to strike out the words “ connecting roads” and to insert 
in lieu thereof “ any intersecting road.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed ; and also moved that the vote to reconsider 
be Jaid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


an 





METROPOLITAN RAILROAD, WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. HUNTON. I now yield to the gentleman from Delaware, [ Mr. 
MARTIN, j a member of the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware. I call up from the House Calendar for 
consideration at this time the bill (H. R. No. 7031) to amend the 
charter of the Metropolitan Railroad Company of the District of 
Columbia. 

The bill was read, as follows: | 


Be it enacted, dc., That the Metropolitan Railroad Company of the District of 
Columbia is hereby authorized to construct and lay down a double-track railroad, 
with the necessary switches and turn-tables, in the city of Washington, in said 
District, commencing at the intersection of New York avenue and Fourteenth 
street west, and running south along said Fourteenth street to the north line of C 
street south, which shall be the southern terminus of said road. 

Sec. 2. That, except as herein otherwise provided, the construction, use, and 
maintenance of said road shall be subject to the provisions of the act, and of the 
acts amendatory thereof, incorporating the Metropolitan Railroad Company in the 
District of Columbia. 

Sec. 3. That the other duly incorporated street railroad companies in the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, or any of them, are hereby authorized and empowered to connect 
their tracks with the tracks of the said road, when completed, and to use the said 
road in common with the Metropolitan Railroad Company: Provided, That before | 
any company shall connect its tracks with the tracks of the said road and use the | 
said road as aforesaid, it shall give ten days’ notice to the company or companies 
using the road, and pay to the said company or companies its share of the whole 
cost of building the road, so that the companies using the road in common shall 
share the said cost equally ; and, further, shall bear its equal share of the expense 





of maintaining the road in good order, quarterly accounts of the said expe: 
rendered by the Metropolitan Railroad Company. ae 

Sec. 4. That every railroad company using the road herein authorized <) 
passengers from any point along the said road to any point upon any of oe 
operated by said company, receiving therefor a rate of fare notexceedines i+, 





rate for carriage upon its main lines; and shall carry passengers for ane ‘ate 

between the termini of the road herein authorized, receiving therefor a 1 ee eo 

not exceeding two cents per passenger. : _s 
Sec. 5. That unless the Metropolitan Railroad Company shall commen, 

the said road by the Ist day of April, 1381, and complete the said road hy +) 

day of June, Iee1, then any other of the duly incorporated street railroad com: 

of the District of Columbia which shall first file with the commissioners 4+. 


District of Columbia a notification of intention so to do may proceed, jn wh “ 
the Metropolitan Railroad Company, to construct and complete the said ; a be 
the preceding sections of this act shall be construed as though the said - 
were named therein instead of the Metropolitan Railroad Company. 
Sec. 6. That whenever the road herein authorized may coincide with 
of any other duly incorporated street railroad comeeey in the District of « 
pia, the said Metropolitan Railroad Company shall have the right to use the re 
already laid as part of the road herein authorized to be constructed upor 
fair and equitable terms as may be agreed upon by said companies: and j 
event of the said companies failing to agree upon satisfactory terms, either of eaid 
companies may appeal by a petition to the supreme court of the Distict of ( a] — 
bia, which shall provide for proper notice to and hearing of all parties interests 
and shall have power to determine the terms and conditions upon which the «a4 
tracks shall be used. 7 aud 


Sec. 7. That Congress may at any time amend, alter, or repeal this act 





The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: ayq 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware, moved to reconsider the vote by whic 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON AND CHESAPEAKE RAILROAD COMPANY, 


Mr. HUNTON. Inow yield to the gentleman from Arkansas, [}}; 
SLEMONS. ] 
Mr. SLEMONS. Icall up from the House Calendar the bill (H.R 
No. 7117) authorizing the Washington and Chesapeake Railroad Com- 
pany to extend its railroad into and within the District of Columhig 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Whereas it is represented to this present Congress that the Washington 
Chesapeake Railroad Company, org2nized under the provisiens of article 41 of 
revised code, 1878, of the State of Maryland, desire to extend their railroad 
and within the District of Columbia: Therefore, 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Washington and Chesapeake Railroad Compa 
and they are hereby, authorized and empowered, as hereinafter provided, to exten 
their railroad into and within the District of Columbia; and the said Washineto; 
and Chesapeake Railroad Company shall have and exercise the authority her 
conferred subject to the provisions, and with the rights, powers, duties, and lia)j 
ities imposed by chapter 18, class 7, of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
relative to the District of Columbia, and acts in amendment thereof and in addition 
thereto. 

Sec. 2. That said Washington and Chesapeake Railroad Company, in passing 
into the cities of Washington or Georgetown, shall be authorized to build a brid 
across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River at or near the foot of Vir 
avenue ; and their line shall follow along Virginia avenue, southeast, from l 
bridge to an intersection with the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad at or near the 
eastern end of their tunnel, and there form a junction with the Baltimore an 
Potomac Railroad, or shall pass along, or through, or across such street or streets 
or alleys, as may be hereafter allowed by the Congress of the United States upon 
presentation of survey and map of the proposed location of said Washington and 
Chesapeake Railroad. 

Sec. 3. That unless the said company shall commence the construction of said 
road within two years, and complete the same, with at least one set of tracks 
within five years from the passage of this act, then this act and all rights and 
privileges hereby granted shall cease and determine. 

Sec. 4. That the said Washington and Chesapeake Railroad Company shail es 
tablish no depot within the limits of the city of Washington without the consent 
in writing of the commissioners of the District of Columbia; but they may tem 
porarily occupy, upon such terms as they may agree upon, the depot buildings of 
any railroad company now having such buildings erected within the limits of the 
city of Washington: Provided, That when the Congress of the United States or 
other lawful authority shall vrovide for the erection and occupancy of a union de 
»0t building, the said Washington and Chesapeake Railroad Company shall unite 
in the erection and occupancy of such depot building, upon such terms an 
manner as may be therefor lawfully provided. 

Sec. 5. That this act may at any time be altered, amended, or repealed by the 
Congress of the United States. 

Mr. SLEMONS. I am instructed by the Committee on the District 
of Columbia to move to amend section 2 of the bill, in lines 2 and 3, 
by striking out the words ‘cities of Washington or Georgetown, 
and inserting the words “city of Washington.” Also, to insert as 
section 5 of the bill that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 5. That before the Washington and Chesapeake Railroad Company aiore 
said shall proceed to construct any railroad which they may lay out or locate under 


the provisions of this act, they shall first construct all that portion of said railroad 
in the State of Maryland before any portion of the line shall be constructed in the 
District of Columbia, as provided for in this act. 

Make section 5 of the bill read “ section 6,” &c. 

The question was upon agreeing to the amendments of tlie com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PRICE. I have listened to the reading of this bill quite care- 
fully, and do not discover that there is any provision in it for guard- 
ing the streets. I would inquire of the gentleman in charge of the 
bill if it gives to this railroad company the power to lay its tracks 
along the streets of the city—— : 

Mr. HUNTON. For only a short distance, just beyond the Navy 
Yard. It comes into the District on one of the avenues there, and 
then it strikes the line of the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad. 

Mr. PRICE. And gives to this railroad company the right to use 
the street without the consent of the property holders along the 
street? 
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1e property ei aad anil AI ae Le aia nl ls Misi nointerest in the streets ; 
pelong to the Federal Government. 

I know that. But I have seen a great deal of this 

~ of thing: Parties purchase property because it is ona street, 

e 1 they have the right of ingress to and egress from their property. 

Now if you allow a railroad company to lay a track along the street, 

eto lower or raise the grade of the street without the consent of 


Mfr. HUNTON. Tl 


oir. PRICE. 





om partie 1g owning the adjacent property 

\r. HUNTON. I beg your pardon ; the District of Columbia com- 
; nissione rs would not allow that. 

“Mr. PRICE. That is what I want to find out. 

Mr HUNTON. They will have the right to occupy the streets, just 

ery other railroad ‘that comes into the ¢ ity has now: : on no better 

Sears >» worse terms. There has been no objection raised to this 
\ hes py the people of the vicinity. It will occupy only about a 
wand ired yards of the street. 
Mr. PRICE. There is a law restricting—— 

A HUNTON. No, sir. I said the authorities of the District of 
7 igmbia would not allow the railroad to interfere with the grade of 
the street. 

Mr. PRICE. There is a law now to that effect ? 

Mr, HUNTON. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. PRICE. That is what I want to find out. The bill does not 


contain any such provision ; but if there is a law covering that = 
and protecting the rights of the property holders, it may de all ri 
The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and if was acc cordingly read the third 1 time, and passed. 
Mr. SL EMONS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 


ras passe 1d: and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


ie table. 
“The latter motion was agreed to. 


a 


Bi 





SOUTHERN MARYLAND RAILROAD COMPANY. 
r, HUNTON. I now yield to the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 


ci 
, Mr. A YKLE. Iam instructed by the Committee on the District 
of c ‘olumbia to report back with amendments the bill (H. R. No. 
}to authorize the Southern Maryland Railroad C ompany to ex- 
tend a railroad into and within the District of Columbia, and to ask 
for its consideration at this time. 

Mr. ROBESON. I make a point of order on that bill. 

The SP se - The gentleman will state his point of order. 

Mr. ROBES My point of order is that the bill makes an appro- 
riation of public property, and should receive its first consideration 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, and then the Chair will rule 

upon the point of order. 

Mr. HENKLE. I think the amendments reported from the Com- 
nittee of the Whole will meet the objections of the gentleman from 
Ne w Jersey. 

The SPEAKER. 
read. 

The bill was read, as follows 


The bill and the proposed amendments will be 


Whereas it is represented to this present Congress that the Southern Railroad 
Company, organized under the provisions of the act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Maryland entitled ‘‘ An act to incorporate the Southern Maryland Rail- 
road Company, " approy ed March 20, 1868, desire to extend their railroad into and 
within the District of Columbia: Therefore, 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Southern Maryland Railroad Company shall be, and 
th ey are hereby, authorized and empowered to extend their railroad into and within 
1¢ District of Columbia, to form a junction with the Baltimore and Potomac Rail- 
roe and the Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and the 
hesapeake and Ohio Canal, outside of the city of Washington ; and the said South- 
em Maryland Railroad Company are hereby authorized to exercise the same 
powers, rights, and privileges, and be subject to the same restrictions, in the ex- 
tension and construction of their said railroad into and within the said District, as 
they may exercise or are subject to under the said act of the General Assembly of 
Maryland, approved March 20, 1868, in the construction and operation of their 
road within the State of Maryland ; and shall be entitled to the same rights, 
ompensation, benefits, and immunities in the use of said road, and in regard thereto, 
s are provided in said act of the General Asse mbly of Maryland, it being expressly 
retood that the said Southern Maryland Railroad Company shall have power 

to construct only one railroad within the said District. 

SEC That before the Southern Maryland Railroad Company aforesaid shall 

proceed, to construct any railroad which they may lay outor loc ate on, through, or 
over any land or improvements, or use, or take for use, any earth, stone, or “other 

uaterials necessary for the construction of said road, on any land within the said 
, they shall first obtain the assent of the owner of such land, ee, 
naterials, or if such owner shall be absent from said District, or shall refuse to 
give such assent on such terms as the saidc ompany shall approve, or because of in- 
fan Cy, coverture, insanity, or any other cause shall be legally incapable of giving 

h assent, then it shall be lawful for the said company to apply to a justice of 
tag e pe ace of the county of Washington, who shall thereupon issue his warrant, un- 
der his hand and seal, directed to the marshal of the said District, requiring him 
to sum mon @ jury of twelve citizens of the said District, none of. whom shall be 

nterested, or related to any person interested, in the land or materials required for 
the construction of the said railroad, or a stockholder, or related to any stockholder, 
in the said company, to meet on the land, or near to the other 1 property or materials 
sorequired, on a day named in such warrant, not less the in ten nor more than twenty 
“ays after issuing the same, to proceed to value the damages which the owner or 
owners of any such land or other property will sustain by the use or occupation of 
the same required by the said company ; and the proceedings, duty, and authority 
ot t the said marshal in regard to such warrant and jury, and the oath or affirmation 
to de administered, and inquisition to be made and returned, shall be the same as 
are directed and authorized in regard to the sheriff by the sixteenth sec .- of the 
said act of the General Assembly of Maryland approved March 20, 1868; and 















2 other proceedings in regard to such jury, and the estimation and valuation of 


mages, and the payment, or tender of payment, of any damages ascertained by 
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such valuation and effect thereof, and of the view of any lands. or other prope rty 
or materials, as to giving the said company a right to use the same for the use or 
construction of their railroad within the said District, as here by authorized, shall 
in every case and every respect be the same as is provided in and by the before 
mentioned act of the General Assembly of the State of Maryland in reg 





ard to any 





railroad to be constructed by the Southern Marvland Railroad © ompan} the 
State of Maryland: Provided, That whenever, by the said act, the inquisit of 
the jury is required to be returned to the clerk of the circuit cor to be confirmed 
by said court at its next session, if not sufficient cause to the contrary vn 
the inquisition or inquisitions under this act shall be returned by the mar l to 
the supreme court of the District of Columbia, which court shall have t ime 
jurisdiction and powers over the subject- mé atter as the said circuit court | 
the act ot the General Assembly of Maryland aforesaid 

SI That in all cases where a condemnation and valuation of lands ite 
rials sh all have beet n made under section 2 of this act, either party n tppeal to 
the supreme court of the District of Columbia within thirty d: ye from the rend 
tion of the verdict of the jury; and in all cases where the said company shall tak« 
an appeal they shall give bond tothe party or par ‘ties clain ling and entitled to dam 
ages in a penalty at least double the sum found by the jury, with a condition that 
the said company shall pay, or cause to be paid, such amount of damages and costs 
as the party or parties may be entitled to receive on the judgment of the id s 


preme court, without delay, and on which bond ample and sutlicient sureties shal 
be given, to be approved by the said supreme court; ar ud in all cases where the 
party or parties elai mant shall appeal, the said company, if it shall re« 

immediate use of the property condemned and valued as aft resaid, before an ap 
peal can be heard or decided, may execute and tender a bond to the party or parties 
aforesaid in at least double the sum found by the jury, with sureties to be ap 
proved by the supreme court of said District, and with i a condition to pay without 
delay such sum and costs as may be awarded by the said court ; and upon the de 
livery or tender of such bond the said cor npany may proces “l to the construction 
of their said road as if the party or parties claimant and the said company had 
agreed upon the compensation to be paid for the property to be used ; and that in 
all cases where the said company shall appeal and give bond as aforesaid, they may 
have the power to proceed in the construction of their road, and appropriation of 
the property for the uses thereof, as if no appeal had been taken and the 


parties 
had 7 upon the compe nsation for the property required. 


SEC That whenever the said company, in the construction of their railroad 
within the said District as authorized by this act, shall find it necessary to cross 
or intersect any established roa d street, or other way, it shall be the duty of said 


company 80 to construct the said railroad across such established road, street, or 
other way as not to impede the passage or transportation of persons or property 
along the sam¢ 


and where it shall be necessary to pass the said rs \ilroas i through 
the land of any individual w ithin the said District, it shall be the duty of said 
company to provide for such individual wagon-ways across the said railroad as 
may be necessary and proper from one part of his land to another; but nothing 


herein contained shall be so construed as to authorize the said company to enter 
upon any lot or square, or part thereof, owned by the United States, within the 
limits of the cities of Washington and Georgetown for the purpose of locating or 
constructing the said railroad, or for the purpose of excavating the same, ort king 
therefrom any materials, or for any other purposes ena uses whatsoever; but the 
said company, in passing into said cities of Was hingtow n or Georgetown, shall 
pass along or through, or across, such street or streets or alleys as may hereafter 
allowed by the Congress of the United States, upon presentation of survey and 
map of proposed location of said road ; and the said Southern Maryland Railroad 
Company may connect within said District with any railroad or canal company 


chartered, or hereafter to be chartered, by such route or routes within said District 
as have been, or may be bereafter, determined by Congress, and upon such terms 
as may be agreed upon by the said companies respectively 

Sec. 5. That the said Southern Maryland Railroad C ompany may charge and re 
ceive for tolls and transportation on all that part of said road within the District 
of Columbia a rate not to exceed eight cents per ton per mile ; and the said com 


pany may charge and receive for taking up and s tting down 
traveler within said District, conveyed a shorter distanc 
not exceeding twenty cents. 

Sec. 6. That the said company are also hereby anthorized and empowered to 
make such special contract with any duly authorized officer or agent of the United 
States for the conveyance of the mail or the transportation of persons or property 
for the use of the United States on any railroad whicl h shall be constructe od by the 
said company, on such terms as shall be approved of by the competent officer or 
authority, and to receive such compensation so agreed for according to the terms 
of such contract 

SEC. That unless the said company all commence the construction of said 
road within two years, and complete the > same, with at least one set of tracks 
within three years from the passage of this act, then this act and all rights and 
privileges hereby granted shall cease and determine 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr.Cox.) Ti 
by the C nee on the Dist rict of Col 

The first amendment was, 
after the words “and the ¢ 
we a he following: 

Provided, That said Southern Maryland Railroad Company shall exercise the au 
ecaechs srred by this act subject to the provisions and with all the rights, pow 


ers, duties, and liabilities imposed by chapter 18, class 7 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States relating to the District of Columbia in relation to railroad com 


any passenger or 
than four miles, a sum 


1e amendments proposed 
lumbia will now be read. 

in section 1 of the bill, to strike out a 
veake and Ohio Canal” 


il 


Chesay and insert in 


panies, and all acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto. 
The next amendment was to strike out sections 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 2. That before the Southern Maryland Railroad Company afores ialf 
proceed to construct any railroad which they may lay out or locate under t pro 
visions of this act, they shall first construct all that portion of said rai lroa lin the 
State of Maryland before any portion of the line shall be constructed in the District 


of Columbia as provided for in this act 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Let the bill be read as amended. 

Mr. WHITE. Right here I desire to ask a question. Did my ears 
deceive me,or not? I thought I heard a provision allowing this rail- 
road company to charge eight cents per ton per mile. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. That is stricken out. 

Mr. HUNTON. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WHITE} 
will wait till all the amendments are read, no doubt all his objections 
will be met. 

Mr. WHITE. How is it about the Soldiers’ Home? 
road go through the grounds of the Home? 

Mr. HUNTON. If the gentleman will wai 
that point. 

Mr. WHITE. 
impatient. 


Will this rail- 
t he will be satisfied on 


Cannot the gentleman answer me now? I am very 
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Mr. HUNTON. There is no intention to encroach on the grounds | section at the end of the bill “that Congress reserve 


of the Soldiers’ Home, but to make the matter entirely certain an 
amendment has been prepared and accepted prohibiting the company 
from making any such encroachment. 

Mr. WHITE. Iam glad to hear it. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Let the bill as amended be read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill as proposed to be amended. 
When the first section had been read, 

Mr. CLYMER said: If the Clerk has read correctly the section as 
amended, the words “outside the city of Washington ” are omitted 
after the provision authorizing a junction with the Baltimore and 
Potomac Railroad and the Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. J desire to ask why this has been done. 

Mr. HENKLE. That was not the intention. If those words have 
been left out, it is a mistake. 

Mr. CLYMER. I ask that the section be read again. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the Southern Maryland Railroad Company shall be, and they are hereby, 
authorized and empowered to extend their railroad into and within the District 
of Columbia to form a junction with the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad and the 
Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and 
Qbio Canal: Provided — 

Mr.CLYMER. Now, afterthe words “‘ Chesapeake and OhioCanal” 
the words “ outside the city of Washington,” which are in the original 
bill, are omitted in this amendment. I desire to have them inserted. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Those words should be inserted. 

Mr. CLYMER. Let the first amendment be read again. 

The Clerk read as follows: 








In section 1, line 12, strike out from the words ‘“ Chesapeake and Ohio Canal ” to 
the end of the section. 

Mr. CLYMER. That strikes out the words “ outside of the city of 
Washington.” 

Mr. HENKLE. Let the Amendment be amended so as to reinsert 
those words. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. In the bill as agreed to by the 
committee the words “outside of the city of Washington” are in- 
serted, in the tifth line, after the words “ District of Columbia.” 

Mr. CLYMER. The fact is a bill of this kind ought to be printed 
before we are asked toconsider it. A bill in manuscript giving these 
enormous privileges ought not to be put through in this way. 

Mr. HENKLE. I wish to submit a few words of explanation which 
may unravel all the confusion about this bill. If the words “ outside 
of the city of Washington” have by inadvertence or clerical error 
been omitted, I move an amendment to insert them. 

Now, in explanation of the general provisions of the bill—— 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. The Clerk is not yet through 
with the reading of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Hlinois. If the bill is open to amendment, I wish 
to offer an amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I ask that the Clerk finish the 
reading of the bill, so that we may see whether the bill as amended 
conforms to the action of the committee. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill as pro- 
posed to be amended. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Hlinois. I wish to offer an amendment to the first 
section. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. The gentleman from Maryland 
{Mr. HENKLE] will allow me to call attention to the fact that an ad- 
ditional section was agreed to by the committee, reserving the right 
of Congress to alter, repeal, or amend the act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
DAVIs] proposes an amendment, which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the first section the following: 

“Provided, also, That nothing herein shall authorize or empower said railroad 
eompany to extend its road through any of the lands or grounds occupied as a sol- 
diers’ home or as a national cemetery.” 

Mr. CLYMER. I move further to amend by adding “ or any other 
public reservation of the United States.” 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No further amendment is in order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I think this amendment will commend 
itself to the committee and to the House. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to amend by adding to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Illinois “or other public reservation.” 

Mr. HENKLE. Without the consent of Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman from New York suggests I put in 
“public property.” 

Mr. LAPHAM. I have an amendment, which I will send up asa 
substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, however, That nothing in this act contained shall authorize said com- 
pany to enter upon or take for its purposes any cemetery or any part of the prop- 
erty known as the Soldiers’ Home or any other real property or reservation occu- 
pied by or belonging to the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. As that has been carefully prepared by a 
distinguished lawyer of this House, I will aceept it as a modification 

of my amendment. 

The amendment, as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I move to add as an additional 
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amend, alter, or repeal this act.” 8 the right to 
Mr. VALENTINE. Has the Clerk read the whole of the bil]? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It has been read through — 
Mr. ROBESON. I should like to ask the gentleman whe 
is the bill which the committee agreed to? 
Mr. HENKLE. It is, with the exception of the amendments w 
have been adopted. “" 
Mr. ROBESON. I understand from the copy presented to ma; 
manuscript it is not the bill which the committee agreed to me in 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the amend 
proposed by the gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr. ALpricy } oan 
the Clerk will read. J Which 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Sec. 4. That Congress reserves the rigbt to alter, amend, or repeal this act 


The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to offer another amendment to this 
to come in that section which provides that this railroad shal] ¢ 
cise its powers subject to the provisions of the general railro 
of the District. I wish just at that place to put in the 
amendment, after the word “ thereof.” 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will have to indicate 
the section to which he wishes to introduce his amendment. , 

Mr. ROBESON. Nobody can tell from the way in which the )j) 
is before the House. cP 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. It is the first section. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the section, ang 
the gentleman will indicate where he proposes to move his amend. 
ment. 

Mr. ROBESON. It is an amendment to the first section, which ] 
ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Section 1, eighth line, strike out all from the word ‘‘ Washington” to the end of 
the section and insert: 

Provided, That said Southern Maryland Railroad Company shall exercise the 
authority conferred by this act subject to the provisions and with all the rights 
powers, duties, and liabilities imposed by chapter 18, clause 7 of the Revised Star- 
utes of the United States relating to the District of Columbia in relation to railroad 
companies, 


Mr. ROBESON. After the word “companies” I desire to insert 
the words “including section No. 673 of said act.” 

Mr. HENKLE. Iam willing to accept that. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. HENKLE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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EIGHT PER CENT. IMPROVEMENT CERTIFICATES, 


Mr. NEAL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, re- 
ported back the bill (S. No. 1681) to provide for refunding the 8 per 
cent. improvement certificates of the District of Columbia, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

The Senate bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, éc., That the Treasurer of the United States, as ex oficio commis- 
sioner of the sinking fund of the District of Columbia, is hereby authorized and 
required to cause bonds of the District of Columbia to be prepared, in sums of $50 
and $500, bearing date August 1, 1874, payable fifty years after date, bearing in- 
terest at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually, to be signed by 
said Treasurer as ez oficio sinking-fund commissioner, and countersigned by the 
comptroller of said District, and sealed as the said Treasurer may direct ; which 
bonds shall be exempt from taxation by Federal, State, or municipal authority, en- 
graved or printed at the expeuse of the District of Columbia, and in form not in- 
consistent herewith. And the faith of the United States is hereby pledged that 
the United States will, by proper proportional appropriations, and by causing to be 
levied upon the property within said District such taxes as will provide the rev- 
enues necessary to pay the interest on said bonds as the same may become due 
and payable, and create a sinking fund for the payment of the principal thereof at 
maturity. Said bonds shall be numbered consecutively, beginning with the number 
next to the last bond that was issued under the ninth section of the act approved 
June 16, 1880, entitled ‘‘ An act to provide for the settlement of all outstanding 
claims against the District of Columbia, and conferring jurisdiction on the Court 
of Claims to hear the same, and for other purposes,” and shall be registered in the 
office of the comptroller of said District and in the office of the Register of te 
Treasury of the United States. cs 

And the Treasurer of the United States, as ex oficio sinking-fund commissioner 
of the District of Columbia, is hereby authorized to exchange said bonds at par, 
after detaching the coupons from the same up to the date of such exchange, for 
like sums of the 8 per cent. certificates of said District and the accrued interest 
thereon, issued under act of the Legislative Assembly of said District, Pe 
May 29, 1873, and shall cause the said certificates, upon redemption, to be duly can- 
celed. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The amendment of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia will now be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in lieu thereof insert the following : 

That the Treasurer of the United States, as ex officio commissioner of the ane 
ing fund of the District of Columbia, is hereby authorized and required fo -— 
notes of the District of Columbia to be prepared, not to exceed $810,000 in an 
in sums of $50 and $500, bearing date March 1, 1881, payable at any time afte ne 
year and within five years from the date thereof, bearing interest at the eas 
3.65 per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually, to be signed by said es raid 
ex officio sinking-fund commissioner, and countersigned by the compti? er empt 
District, and sealed as the said Treasurer may direct ; which notes shall be ¢x 





18 


“se 


are 





10 


COON PSG 
ggi. \ ONGRE} ) 


— 


el 


.cation by or under Federal, State, or raunicipal aathorities, engraved or 
iat the expense of the District of Columbia, and in form not inconsistent 
ae gaid notes shall be number¢ d consecutively, and lettered with a letter 
i horne by any bonds or certificates of the District of Columbia. 
y rhat the said Treasurer of the United States, as ex oficio sinking-fund 
ner of the District of Columbia, is hereby authorized to exchange said 
at par like sums of the > pe rcent. certificates of said Distric t, and the ac- 
) anterest thereon, issued under the act of the Legislative Assembly of said 
ve yproved May 29, 1873, and shall cause said certiticates, upon redemption 
eled: and allinterest upon said certificates shal 
r said Ist day of March, 1881. a 
at the commissioners of the District of Columbia shall proceed in the 
provided for by law, or which may hereafter be provided for, without 
lect the amounts due on the certificates of assessments for special im 
ente which certificates, and all payments thereon, are, by the provisions of 
‘id Legislative Assembly approved May 29. 1873, held and pledged for 
+ and redemption of said 8 per cent, certificates, which said special 
+s when so collected shall constitute a sinking fund for the payment of 
jesned under the provisions of this act; and as rapidly as the sum of 
, ed by said Treasurer, as said sinking-fund commissioner, he shal] 
+ oco or Callin and redeem and cancel said notes, in such way and manner as 
“~ determine, reserving, however, of said moneys so collected and received 
++ amounts to pay off and discharge the interest coupons attached to said 
next to become ws and payable: Provided, That the ofticers of the District 
‘ambia are hereby prohibited from revising or reducing the amount of any 
1 accessment for street improvements, paid or umpaid, and all provisions of 
; hority for such revision and abatement and for the issue of draw- 


t OT any such 
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s in the adjustment Special assessments are hereby 


[hat the principal and interest of the notes authorized by this act 
ll the pledges of faith and exemptions as the 
7 of the act approved June no » 1+74, entitled ‘‘ An act for the g 
‘District of Columbia, and for other purposes ;”’ and w! ver the funds de 
m special assessments in the hands of the Treasurer of the United States 
nt to pay any installment of interest upon said notes about to become 
ivable the Secretary of the Treasury shall advance to the said Treasurer, 
m, the additional amount necessary to pay said installment of 
e and payable; and all amounts so advanced shall be 
the appropriation for the year by the 
she District of Columbia. 
s fhat if in the opinion of the said Tr 
District of Columbia to sell or otherwise 


shall 
ized by 


overnment 


uthor 


} 
bonds ; 
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United States toward the expenses 


twill ber 


asurel l 
dispose of the said 1 


ore advantageo 
otes and apply 
ayment of said & per cent. certificates as aforesaid, 
thereon, according to their tenor and effect, then power and au- 
nferred upon said Treasurer to make sale thereof, at not less 
ich wavs and for such sums as he may deem for the best interests of 
ct of ( olumbia. 
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Mr. Speaker, I make the point 
ion in Com 


of order that this 
Tee ¢ f tl e Whole 
* this House, 
indicate 


n 
i 





er the third clause of the twenty-third rul 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentle 
the bill to which he objects? 

McMILLIN. The section of the rule to whie 


that nar 
vilat part 


Mr. 


1 L refer reads: 
\ll motions or propositions involving a tax or charge upon the people; all pro- 
ngs touching appropriations of money, or bills making appropriations of 

or property, or requiring such appropriation to be made, or authorizing pay- 
nts out of appropriations already made, or releasing any liability to the United 

States for money or property, shall be first considered in a Committee of the Whole, 

int of order under this rule shall be good at time before the 

ill has commenced. 


a pe any 


consider- 


+ +) 
yw 


\ 
\ 
.\ » tl 


( iis bill provides for the funding of some outstanding in- 
btedness of the District of Columbia. 


ll provides : 


The fourth section or the 


That the principal and interest of the notes authorized t shall be sub- 
t to all the pledges of faith and exemptions as the bonds authorized by section 
ithe act approved June 20, 1874, entitled ‘‘ An act for the government of the 
tof Columbia, and for other purposes; ’’ and whenever the funds derived 
special assessments in the hands of the Treasurer of the United States are 
usutiicient to pay any installment of interest upon said notes about to become due 
nd payable, the Secretary of the Treasury shall advance to the said Treasurer, 
n his requisition, the additional amount necessary to pay said installment of 
uterest when due and payable; and all amounts so advanced shall be credited as 
part of the appropriation for the year by the United States toward the expenses 
i the District of Columbia. 


by this a 

















Now, I think that clearly authorizes the payment of money out of 
the Treasury of the United States, and under the section of the twen- 
ty-third rule, to which I have referred, it must receive its first con- 
sideration in Committee of the Whole. 

I think it is time, Mr. Speaker, for the Government of the United 
States to put a stop to burdening itself further by assuming indebted- 
Less of the District of Columbia and by becoming responsible for in- 
debtedness other than that which is now by law required to be paid 

'y the General Government. I make the point of order, therefore, 
that this should receive its first consideration in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does th 
o be heard on the point of order ? 

Mr. NEAL. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would sustain the point of 

‘der upon the ground 

Mr. BUCKNER. Before deciding the point of order I would like to 
“iy a word in response to the point made by the gentleman from Ten- 
bessee. I think an examination of this section of the bill will show 
that my friend is clearly mistaken in supposing that there is any ap- 
/ropriation whatever provided for here or assumed by the General 
vovernment that has not been already appropriated for in a bill al- 
. ady passed by this House for the District of Columbia. There is a 
seneral law covering the case in point where the Government provides 
*ne-half, and one-half is appropriate: out of the revenues of the Dis- 
Net of Columbia. The District raises year by year under a general 
‘aW One-half of this fund. P the gentleman 


e gentleman from Ohio desire 





Now, this prevision that 
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from Tennessee calls attention to is simply a change of an appropria- 
tion already made and a mere temporary change. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I have examined this carefully and am satistied 
that it comes within the objection which I have made against it. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Butthe appropriation in this case is already made, 
the gentleman will observe. The bill making that appropriation has 
been already acted upon in Committee of the Whole, and therefore 
there can be no necessity now for making the point of order that the 
House shall go into Committee of the Whole on the proposition again, 
because, as I have stated, the money has been appropriated under 
general law. 


Mr. CLYMER 


V7 





a 


. By no means; the gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. BUCKNER. It is appropriated under a general law. 

Mr.CLYMER. Permit me to say in response to the geritleman from 
Missouri that there is a provision contained in the second section of 
this bill which proposes to provide for the payment of acertain class 
of certificates issued under the authority of the old Legislative Assem- 
bly of this District which under our former legislation in this House 
has been, so to speak, spewed out of the mouth of the General Gov- 
ernment. 


Mr. BUCKNER. 


The gentleman from Tennessee made his point of 


| order and I was replying to his objection to the fourth section as 1 


redited as | 


understood him to refer to that particularly. 

Mr. CLYMER. If the gentleman will read section 2 he will see 
that it does provide to pay for this class of indebtedness, a general 
indebtedness, to which I have referred. 

Mr. BUCKNER. The section which the gentleman from Tennessee 
referred to, section 4, provides for the payment of interest and prin- 
cipal of the notes authorized by this act to be issued and which has 
been already authorized under the act of June 20, 1874, but only 
under certain specific conditions named in this section. 

Mr. CLYMER. That is true, but these notes are guaranteed by the 
Government of the United States. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Now, in reference to the point of order made by 
the gentleman from Tennessee to this fourth section my response was 
that the general law already covers this. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The general law does not provide for burdening 
the General Government with any further indebtedness of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and the point that I make is that this bill, which 
proposes to accomplish that, must receive its first consideration in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I think the gentleman is mistaken, for the reason 
that this appropriation has been already made for the present fiscal 
year. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I called the attention of the House to that clause, 
as that section requires payments of money out of the Treasury under 
certain conditions; but, taking the whole bill together, my point of 
order applies to it all, for the gentleman will see by the terms of this 
second section, when read in connection with the fourth section, that 
we obligate the Government of the United States to pay the interest 
on a class of indebtedness which, in the language of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, this Government has heretofore “ spewed out of 
its mouth.” I will read this second section. It provides: 

That the said Treasurer of the United States, as ez-oficio sinking-fund commis 
sioner of the District of Columbia, is hereby authorized to exchange said notes at 
par for like sums of the 8 per cent. certificates of said District, and the accrued 
interest thereon, issued under the act of the Legislative Assembly of said District 
approved May 29, 1873, and shall cause said certificates, upon redemption, to be 
canceled; and all interest upon said certificates shall cease and determine on and 
after said lst day of March, 1881. 


Now, if the District fails to pay the in 


terest on this indebtedness, 
the Treasurer is required, under the fourth section of this bill, to do 
it; and that is the objection I make to the bill. 

Mr. BUCKNER. As far as that is concerned, the point that I make 
against the gentleman’s question of order is that the fund is already 
appropriated. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Then you do not need this act to help you. 

Mr. BUCKNER. That is a different sort of a thing. The gentle 
man’s point is because this appropriates money out of the Treasury it 
is not in order, and that it should receive its first consideration in 
Committee of the Whole. My response to that was that the money 
had heretofore been appropriated, or has been already appropriated, 
and is now appropriated under the general law, by which we provide 
for one-half of the indebtedness of the District, and appropriate the 
remaining half out of the revenues arising from the taxation on the 
property of the District itself. Now, this provision is nothing more 
than a mere temporary use of that particular fund for this purpose. 
It is no payment of either principal or interest, for all of these are 
governed by the same law. 

Mr. CLYMER. I think the gentleman is mistaken in his view of 
the point of order. The law provides for an appropriation to be made, 
but not specifically for such a purpose. I would ask him if we do not 
every year, and in every appropriation bill for the District of Colum- 
bia, always have to go into Committee of the Whole to consider it? 

Mr. BUCKNER. [I desire to read on that point what this bill says. 
It says: 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall advance to the said treasurer upon his requi- 
sition the additional amount necessary to pay said installment of interest when due 
and payable; and all amounts so advanced shall be credited as a part of the appro- 


—— for the year by the United States toward the expenses of the District of 
Jolambia. 


Shewing this is a part of the appropriation already made. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair listened to the gentleman 
from Missouri, but had already decided the point of order under the 
third section of the twenty-third rule, the language of which is as 
follows: 

All proceedings touching appropriations of money, or bills making appropria- 
tions of money or property, or requiring such appropriations to be made, or author- 
izing payments out of appropriations already made, or releasing any liability to 
the United States for money or property, shall be first considered in a Committee 
of the Whole. 

In the fourth section of the substitute here proposed, beginning at 
line 6, it is provided: 

Whenever the funds derived from special assessments in the hands of the Treas- 
urer of the United States are insutflicient to pay any installment of interest upon 
said notes about to become due and payable, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
advance to the said Treasurer, upon his requisition, the additional amount neces- 
sary to pay said installment of interest when due and payable. 

This certainly touches appropriations and provides for appropri- 
ations hereafter to be made. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. NEAL. Now I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of con- 
sidering this bill. Pending that motion I move that all general 
debate be limited—— 

Mr. CLYMER. The gentleman cannot do that until there has 
been general debate in committee. 

Mr. NEAL. Very well. 

The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of considering certain bills. The Clerk will report 
the first bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Substitute for the bill (S. No. 1681) to provide for funding the 8 per cent. im 
provement certificates of the District of Columbia 

Mr. NEAL. I move that the first and formal reading of the bill be 
dispensed with. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill is now open for debate and amend- 
ment. 

Mr. NEAL. There are outstanding what are called 8 per cent. cer- 
tificates issued by the board of public works to the amount of about 
$800,000. I ask the attention of the committee while I enter into 
some details regarding these certificates. 

The Forty-first Congress of the United States passed an act ap- 
proved February 13, 1571, entitled ‘An act to provide a Government 
for the District of Columbia,” and among other things provided in 
said act for a board of public works to be appointed by the President 
of the United States, thus creating this board to all intents and pur- 
poses Federal officers. The act in its thirty-seventh section authorizes 
them— 

To have the entire control of, and make all regulations that they shall deem neces- 
sary for keeping in repair, tho streets, avenues, alleys, and sewers of the city, and 
all other works which may be intrusted to their charge by the legislative assem- 
bly or Congress. To disburse upon their warrant all moneys, appropriated by the 
United States, or the District of Columbia, or collected from property holders in 
pursuance of law, for the improvement of streets, avenues, alleys, and sewers, and 
roads and bridges ; and shall assess, in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, 
upon the property adjoining, and to be especially benefited by the improvements 
authorized by law, and made by them, a reasonable proportion of the cost of the 
improvement, not exceeding one-third of such cost, which sum shall be collected 
as all other taxes are collected 

These officers were appointed by the President of the United States 
and paid out of the Federal Treasury. The people of the District 
had no control over them; nothing to say in regard to their action ; 
they were at the mercy of these officers. 

The board of public works went on and made improvements involv- 
ing the expenditure, as everybody knows, of a large sum of money, 
and they made this city, so far as its streets, avenues, and public im- 
provements are concerned, what it now is. They came in debt to 
contractors for work done in the amount of money which they had 
agreed to pay at the time the contracts were made. But when it be- 
“ame due the money was not collected, the contractors could not pay 
their men, and many of them actually suffered the sale of their prop- 
erty in order that they might pay their debts, because the board of 
public works did not fulfill their contracts with the contractors. 

Then the Legislative Assembly, authorized by Congress, on the 29th 
May, 1873, passed an act, one of the provisions of which was as fol- 
lows: The board of public works were— 

Authorized to issue and to use solely in the discharge of outstanding obligations 
certificates of indebtedness for work done under the direction of the board, and 
chargeable to the private property benefited thereby, in denominations of $50 or any 
multiple of that sum, dated July 1, 1873, payable to bearer, with interest, semi- 
annually from July 1, 1873, at the rate of & per cent * * not exceeding 
$2,009, 000. 

These certificates, as they were called, these & per cent. certifi- 
cates, were issued to the extent, I believe, of the full amount author- 
ized by the board of public works. Of those certificates $1,200,000 
have been redeemed from the collections upon the special assessments 
which were chargeable expressly by law for their redemption. The 
certificates were to be paid according to their terms, one-fifth at the end 
of every year until upon the expiration of five years the whole amount 
was to be redeemed of the outstanding certificates issued seven or 
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eight years ago. No part of them has been redeemed jn tha: 
and they are to-day drawing whatever rate of interest t} ‘Dat Way 
ing officers may determine that they are by law entitled to a 
Mr. CLYMER. Will the gentleman permit me just here ¢ — 
a question? I wish to understand this matter. © Does he les ask h 
are the principal holders of these certificates ? 

Mr. NEAL. I know that a man named Baker, now connected 
the First National Bank of New York, whose father is q | rg0 no 
erty-holder of this city, a Washington man, paid, as I am ing nm oo 
ninety-seven cents on the dollar for a considerable portion of then 
A Mr. Davis, a man who has come forward every year and he ane 
up his taxes and his special assessments, is holder of another core . 
erable batch of them. A Mr. Lewis, I am told, also owns a seiel 
able amount. And there are also other persons who hold the 
gentleman of the name of Ritchie, one of the contractors, | am t 
owns a lot of them. I cannot say in whose hands they all are, = 

Mr. Baker, interested as he and his friends were in the eity.}, 
a portion of these certificates, and paid for them ninety-sey 
on the dollar. That money was used by the board of ‘public Pe 
for the purpose of paying the obligations of the District to its o».,. 
tractors, and was paid by the contractors to the men who did +), 
work. 

Mr. WARNER. Will my colleague [Mr. NEAL] permit me to into, 
rupt him to ask a question ? — 

Mr. NEAL. Certainly. 

Mr. WARNER. I understand there are about $300,000 of thea 
per cent. certificates outstanding. 5 

Mr. NEAL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WARNER. With back interest ? 

Mr. NEAL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WARNER. For how many years? 

Mr. NEAL. The whole amount outstanding of the certificates 
$500,000. The amount $300,000 includes the principle and interes: 

Mr. WARNER. For how many years? 

Mr. NEAL. Since 1873, I suppose. 

Mr. WARNER. Simple interest, not compounded ? 

Mr. NEAL. This bill is drawn and the amounts furnished by ti 
Treasurer of the United States. 

Mr. WARNER. And includes the amount of the original certig. 
cates now outstanding with the interest ? 

Mr. NEAL. Yes. There are some $500,000 of the certificate 
outstanding ; $1,500,000 of them have been paid. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman yield to me a moment? 

Mr. NEAL. Certainly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Does not this bill make the Government liable fo: 
a species of indebtedness of the District of Columbia that it h; 
heretofore assumed ? 

Mr. NEAL. There is a legal question involved about that matter 
which lawyers may differ upon. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. What is your opinion about it? 

Mr. NEAL. I will give you my opinion before I get through. Thes: 
claims are in no different shape than all the claims upon the District 
of Columbia which have been heretofore funded. They are simpiy 
the remnants of District of Columbia claims which have been left 
unfunded. By anact of Congress passed at the last sessson $1,500,(0 
were funded; and the remainder were funded by an act which was 
passed before the gentleman and myself became members of this 
House. 

Mr. BRAGG. Why were not these funded with the others? 

Mr. CLYMER. Among these claims, are there any of those wh 
were repudiated ? 

Mr. NEAL. Not one of them. 

Mr. CLYMER. Were not a very large number of these claims said 
to be unjust, and were therefore not allowed ? 

Mr. NEAL. Those claims that were said to be unjust we have 
already referred, by an act of Congress, to the Court of Claims 
Allow me to say to the Committee of the Whole that these 8 per cent 
certificates were issued for money actually paid by the holders of them 
into the coffers of the District of Columbia and expended by tli 
board of public works to pay contractors and their employés in th 
District. ea 

Mr. ATKINS. Willthe gentleman allow me to ask him a question’ 

Mr. NEAL. Certainly. isi 

Mr. ATKINS. Are not these certificates a mere lien upon the laud 
and other property of the District? ; 

Mr. NEAL. If the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] Ww! 
permit me to say so, I will reply to him that this is a question whtc! 
as I said before, lawyers may differ upon. Before I get throug! ! 
will give my views so that nobody will mistake them. aii 

Mr. ATKINS. If they are not alien on the property of the Dis- 
trict, what obligation is there upon the District or upon the Govern: 
ment of the United States to pay them? E : 

Mr. NEAL. That is just exactly what I want to state before I get 
through. a 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman allow me to make an inquiry” 
him? 

Mr. NEAL. Certainly. oe as 

Mr. BRAGG. If these are of the same class of certificates wil" 
have heretofore been funded, why were they not funded with the 
others? That is one question. Another is, if these are not a lie 
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pecial property, Why is it provided in this bill to repeal the 
‘ath orizing the ¢ omumissioners of the District to reduce and cor- 
ao! stimates which are alleged to have been illegal ? 
t te NEAL. I will move that the committee now rise. 
Mr. REAGAN. I desire to move an amendment. 
NEAL. I understand it is necessary for the committee to rise 
vie time in order that an important announcement may be made 
the House. : 
. motion of Mr. NEAL was agreed to. 
safes mmittee ace ordingly rose; and, the Speaker having resumed 
-, Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, reported that the ( Committee 
W 1 Je on the state of the Union had had under consideration 
“ (& No, 1681) to provide for funding the 8 per cent. improve- 
ve ortific rates of the District of C olumbia. 
TEMPORARY POLICEMEN FOR THE 
HUNTON. Lask unanimous consent to introduce and have 
red at this time a bill which it is importi int she ll be passed 
making appropriations for the employment of 
n in the Distriet of Columbia. 
» SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 
pill, which was read, authorizes the commissioners of the Dis- 
ot of Colum bia to appoint, upon the recommendation of the super- 
ndent of the Metropolitan police of the District of thesaer-| 
nndred additional privates on the Metropolitan police force 
d | District for the period of fifteen days, from the 24th of Feb- 
1881, to be paid $2 per day for each day’ 8 service rendered by 
that capacity, and that a sum suflicient for their payment 
uipment be appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
+ otherwise appropriated. 
Mr. BLAND. Is that by unanimous consent. 
vir, CLYMER. It is subject to a point of order. 
yr HUNTON. I would suggest that gentlemen around me—— 
e SPEAKER. Obje ction is made. 
DISTRICT COLUMBIA BUSINESS. 

» SPEAKER. The Chair desires to make a request touching the 
f the Committee on the District of Columbia. In conse- 
ence of an announcement that the Chair will make in a moment, 
e Committee on the District of Columbia will be deprived of the 

nder of to-day for the consideration of its business. The Chair 
gests that consent be given that the committee be allowed two 
us after the morning he our on Tuesday of next week for the con- 
ition of its business. 
BRAGG. I object. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A fromthe President of the United States was communi- 

ited to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, his Secretary, who announced 
e President had approved and signed bills and joint resolu- 

ns of the followi ing titles : 

706) for the relief of A. B. Rowden; 


message 


An act (H. R. No. 
An act (H. R. No. 735) for the relief of Dr. John Blankenship; 
An act (H. R. No. 4596) authorizing the survey of parts of certain 
nships in Crawford County, Wisconsin, and making an appropri- 
at theretor ; 
An act (H.R. No. 6229) to grant the right of way for railroad pur- 


poses through certain 1: ands of the Unite di States in Richmond County, 
w York; 
An act (H. R. No, 6527) to grant to the corporate authorities of the 
y of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, for public uses, a certain 
‘known as Carr Lake, situated near said city ; 
H. R. No. 6599) to change the time for holding circuit and 
courts of the United States for the western district of Vir- 
gina, held at Danville, Virginia ; 
in act (H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring of 
National Museum ; 
int resolution (H. R. No. 83) granting condemned cannon to the 
mn Monume cal Association ; 
Joint re solution (H. R. No. 362) to authorize the printing of 50,000 


\é 


AD act 


strict 






ples of special report of the Commissioner of Agriculture relative 


att 


liseases of swine and infectious and contagious diseases incident 
other domestic animals ; : 
olnt resolution (H, R. N ) authorizing the Public Printer to 
ut reports of the United States Fish Commissioner upon new dis- 
I nes In a to fish culture; and 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 388) to provide for publishing an edi- 
{ Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado. 
; SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE FOR TO-MORROW. 
te SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that in all human prob- 
ity he will not be present to-morrow ; and he has therefore des- 
2 mated to act as Speaker pro tempore during his absence the gentle- 
in irom Kentucky, Mr. BLACKBURN. 
: DEATH OF HON. FERNANDO WOOD. 
he SPEAKER. It is the sad duty of the Chair to bring to the 
ation of the’ House the telegram which will be read. 
Che Clerk read as follows 
ae HoT SPRINGS 
1. JORDAN E. CRAVENS, House of Representatives : 
FERNANDO Woop died here last night at nine o'clock. 


No. 372 


February 14, 1881. 
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The SPEAKER. 





Ir. FERNANDO Woop first entered this Honse : 





a member forty years ago; and if he had lived to the close of the 
Congress for which be was chosen, his term of service would have 
reached twenty years. 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Speaker, on receiving this morning the rumot 
of the sad event which has just been announced, the m: mbet s of the 
Committee on Ways ond Me ans, over which Mr. Woop presided fo 
four years, waited for its authentication. Upon the intelligence be 
ing confirmed by the telegram which has just been read, the com 
mittee held a meeting, at which I was instructed to ofter for th I 
sideration of the House the resolutions which I now submit 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Res d, That this House has heard with deep regret of the dea } ] 
NANDO Woop, late a Repre sentati n the State of New York 

Resolved, That a committee of nine members be appoin‘ed by the Speaker t« 
take order for superintending the funeral of Mr. Woop; and that, as a mark of 
respect entertained by the House for his memory, his remains be removed from 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, to the city of New York in charge of the Ser; ceant-at 


10 shall } th 


t + 


nmittee, wl 





Arms, attended by said cor 
tion into effect. 


reso 


full power to carry 








Resolved, That the Clerk communicate the foreg g resolutions to the Senate 
Ras led, That, as an additional mark of respect to the memory of the decease 

) House do now adior 
Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to second the resolutions submitted 


by the distinguished gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER. ] 

Death casts his baleful shadows across our Chamber. He appears 
in the very midst of our deliberations. He abruptly closes our legis- 
lative labors. 

Although the sad tidings announced by you, sir, were not altogether 
unexpected, yet, after all, such messages never fail to startle us wit! 
their suddenness. 

My colleague, who so recently left us, followed by so many sorrow 
ful forebodings, has now left us forever. His long and eminent pub 
lic service—service in the great metropolis as its conspicuous chief 
magistrate for three eventful terms, and service in this Hall as the 
representative of that metropolis, beginning almost two score years 
ago—is ended. His demise leaves a void which creates a hush and an 
awe to which this House is unaccustomed. 

The committee of which he was chairman has been prompt to recog- 
nize its great loss and his remarkable character. His experience, his 
information, his presence, his courtesy, his dignity, and his courage 
marked him as a debater, a statesman, and a man of great qualities 
attributes, and energies. Disease did not, for it could not, close—only 
death did or could close—his distinguished career. 

He felt and knew when he left us, as he stated in his last speech on 
this floor, that he was nearing the closing hours of an eventful life. 
He met des th dauntlessly 

As a mark of sorrow and sympathy, of esteem and respect 
of the foremost men in this House and in the country, 
of the State of New York will endeavor to ha 
such obsequies a 
the deceased. 

I ask that the House may now take action on the resolutions sub- 
mitted by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER. ] 

The resolutions were adopted unanimously. 

The SPEAKER. In obedience to the instructionsof one of the res 


to one 
the delegation 
ve designated a day for 
3 will titly commemorate the eminent character of 


olutions just adopted, the Chair announces the appointment of the 
committe e, Whose names will be read. 

The Cle rk read as follows: 

Select committee to attend the funeral of Hon. FERNANDO Woop: Mr. TUCKER 
of Virginia; Mr. Frye, of Maine; Mr. PHELrPs, of Connecticut; Mr. DUNNELI 
of Minnesota; Mr. MILLs, of Texas; Mr. MCKINLEY, of Ohio; Mr. CARLISLE, of 
Kentucky; Mr. Cairrenpven, of New York; and Mr. Hutcutns, of New York. 

The SPE AKER. In further obedience to one of the resolutions 


just adopted, 
to the me mory of the decease: 
at eleven o’clock. 


he Chair now = lares this House adjourned, in respect 
, Mr. FERNANDO WOOD, till to-morrow 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and other papers were laid on tl 
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz : 

By Mr. AIKEN: The petition of the Grand Division Sons of Tem 
perance of South Carolina, for a constitutional amendment to pro 
hibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages throughout 
the national domain—to the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Trafic. 

By Mr. BAYNE: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Pitts 
burgh, Pennsylvania, recommending the erection of two or more ice 
breakers between Pittsburgh and Cincinnati—to the Com: 
Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Pi 
sylvania, against the imposition of tonnage tax 
Canal—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of citizens of Kentucky, 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BLAKE: The petition of E. Greener and others, citizen 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traf- 
fic. 

By Mr. BURROWS: Resolutions of Custer Encampment No. 17, of 
Decatur, Van Buren County, Michigan, relating to the appointment 
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of a successor to Commissioner of Pensions Bentley—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Michigan, for the passage of an 
income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Michigan, and also resolution of 
the State Association of Agricultural Societies of Michigan, asking 
that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. : : 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Michigan, tor legislation to regu- 
late interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce, 

Also, two petitions of « itizens ot Michigan, for legislation to pro- 
tect innocent purchasers against the impositions of venders of patents 
and patent rights—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. COBB: Resolutions of the New England Agricultural So- 
ciety, recommending Hon. GEORGE B. LORING as a suitable person to 
take charge of the Agricultural Department—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 


Also, resolution of the General Assembly of Indiana, favoring the 
7 


passave ofa to prevent the spread of contagious diseases among | 
cattle in the United States—to the same committee. 


hy Mr. CRAVENS: The petition of J. R. Halbrooks, Wiley 8S. Scrog- 

‘and other soldiers, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496— 
o the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
ance of California, numbering 1,700, for a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor tratfic—to the Committee on the Alcoholic 
Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of 36 ex-soldiers of Chickasaw 
County, Iowa, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of Isaac Marks and 20 others, citi- 
zens of Mankato, Minnesota, for the repeal of the tax on banks—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FIELD: The petition of Kimmel & Schniedgruber and 22 
‘thers, of Massachusetts, for a reduction of the tax on cigars—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of citizens of Ohio, against the pas- 
sage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FISHER: The petition of the State Temperance Union of 
Pennsylvania, for the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all 
alcoholic beverages in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on 
Alcoholic Liquor Tratiic. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of George W. Mills and others, soldiers 
of Salem, Maine, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HAWK: The petition of Decatur Eastabrooks and others, 
ex-soldiers, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496 and substi- 
tutes—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HILL: The petition of citizens of Ohio, for the passage of 
an income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for the amendment of the 
patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of E. B. Mix and others, citizens of Ohio, that 
the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department—to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, for the passage of the Rea- 
can interstate-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HISCOCK: The petition of W. H. Warren and others, 
against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: Resolutions of the State agricultural societies 
of Michigan, asking the passage of a bill making the Bureau of Agri- 
culture a Department—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of C. Mueller and 245 others, citizens of Ontona- 
gon County, Michigan, for an extension of the land grant to the 
Ontonagon and Brule River Railroad Company—to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. JONES: The petition of W. C. West and others, citizens of 
Cooke County, Texas, against refunding the public debt, against na- 
tional banks, and for the retention of United States legal-tender 
notes—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of the State Temperance Union of 
Pennsylvania, for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the man- 
ufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages throughout the national 
domain—to the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of W. H. Rust and others, citi- 
zens of Poughkeepsie, New York, for a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor trattic—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LADD: The petition of the Bangor Division Sons of Tem- 
perance, of Maine, for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the 
manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages throughout the national 
domain—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Elias Boynton and others, citizens of Maine, 
against any increase of the bonded debt of the United States—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Luther Chamberlain and others, citizens of 
Maine, for an income tax—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of officers and soldiers of Aroostook County, 
Maine, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


| culture be made a department—to the Committee o1 





Mr. HORACE DAVIS: The petition of the Sons of Temper- | 
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Also, the petitions of Joseph Clements and others and of 
Chamberlain and others, citizens of Maine, for legislation o . 
state commerce—to the Committee on Commerce.” 

Also, the petitions of the same parties, for legislation t 
innocent purchasers from fraudulent venders of patent to rotee 
the Committee on Patents. » TIghts— 

Also, the petitions of the same parties, that the 








Bureau Of Aur 


1 Agri ea 
By Mr. LAPHAM: Resolutions of the New England Asien 
5 Ps Cultr I 


Society, relating to the importance of enlarging the field of the pul 
cultural Bureau, and asking that Hon. GeorGe B. Lorre ). 
pointed Commissioner thereof—to the same committee, | 
Also, the petition of the Grand Division Sons of Te 
Western New York, for the prohibition of the manufacture and ea)e 
of all alcoholic beverages in the District of Columbia—to t] a — 
mittee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 
Also, the petition of citizens of New York, against the passag 
Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, “8 
Also, resolutions of the Cincinnati Board of Trade and Transpo» 
tion, relating to the Louisville and Portland Canal—to the Com, 
tee on Commerce. 
By Mr. LINDSEY: The petition of the Good Templars of Yai, 
signed by the officers, representing 20,000 members, for a consis, 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of al) 9)... 
holic beverages throughout our national domain—to the Commit:,, 


mperancs 








| on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 


By Mr. LOWE: The petition of citizens of the eighth congressin 
district of Alabama, against the passage of Senate Dill No, 4 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Charles Gilchrist, Benjamin McDonald. , 
others, citizens of the eighth congressional district of Alabama 
against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the same committe 

By Mr. MAGINNIS: The petition of citizens of Montana, againg 
the proposed change in the land laws—to the Committee on the Pyb}ir 
Lands. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of the Grand Division Sons of Tey. 
perance of Ohio, representing 3,500 members, for a constitutiona! 
amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic | 
erages throughout the national domain—to the Committee on Alco. 
holic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. NEW: Resolutions of the General Assembly of Indiana, 
asking for the passage of the Keifer bill for the suppression of cop. 
tagious diseases of domesticanimals in the United States—to theCom- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. ORTH: The petition of citizens of Tippecanoe County, In- 
diana, that the Commissioner of Agriculture be made a Cabinet off 
cer—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for a revision of the patent 
laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of an income- 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. POEHLER: The petition of Van R. Gifford and others, ex- 
soldiers of Northfield, Minnesota, against the passage of the sixty-sur- 
geons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. JOHN 8S. RICHARDSON: The petition of citizens of Marion 
County, South Carolina, for legislation to protect innocent purchasers 
against fraudulent venders of patents and patent-rights—to the Con- 
mittee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of Lynchs’ Creek Grange, South Carolina, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of an income- 
tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means 

Also, the petition of citizens of Marion County, South Carolina, of 
similar import—to the same committee. ; 

By Mr. THOMAS RYAN: Papers relating to the pension claim of 
Eli A. McFadden—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Holden Cook—to the 
same committee. 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Kansas, for an income tax, that the 
Bureau of Agriculture be made a department, and for legislation 
on the subject of interstate commerce—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. ae 

Also, the petition of the Good Templars of Kansas, numbering ¢ 0" 
members, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquot 
traftic—to the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. _ 

By Mr. SPRINGER: The petition of W. M. Wood and 25 others, 
ex-Officers and ex-soldiers of the late war, against the passage of Senate 
bill No, 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. _ 

By Mr. STARIN: The petition of Charles E. Deuel, of Northampto®, 
New York, and 49 others, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of dentists of Bloomington, Th- 
nois, against the reissue of John A. Cummings’s patent for improve 
ment in artificial palates and gums—to the Committee on Patents. | 

By Mr. J. T. UPDEGRAFF: The petition of A. S. Taylor and Jn 
others, citizens of Belmont County, Ohio, for the regulation of inter- 
state commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. a 

By Mr. URNER: The petition of John Miller and others, ex-soldiers 
of Garrett County, Maryland, against the passage of Senate bill No. 
496—to the Committee on Jnvalid Pensions. F ay 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of the Good Templars of North Car 
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r the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic 
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- in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the Alco- 
peverages 
iat nor Traffic. 
WAIT: The petition of Miss Frances Thatcher, for a pen- 
3 the Committee on Per isions. 


Cloud, Minnesota, for the repeal of the tax on capital and 
¢ banks and bankers—to the Committee on Ways and 


sits ¢ 


‘tf; WHITE: The petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, against 


wh 


ssage of the Bentley pension bill—to the Committee on Invali 


pa 


y Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of J.G. Smith and others, of : 
1 | 


wy Mr. ( il ARLES G. WILLIAMS: The petition of the Woman’s 
-e Temperance Alliance of Wisconsin, for a commission of inquiry 

i ning the s alcoholic liquor vraflic—-to the Committee on Alcoholic 
r Trat fTic » m *4s P } al- - } 

Mr. WILSON: The petition of John Blake and 50 others, 

nst the passage of Senate bill No. 496}—to the Committee on 


} Yanan? 
| mpNSsiOns 
id Pensiot 


ney. 


The Journal of ye sterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


IN SENATE. 

TuESDAY, February 15, 1881. 

The Senate met at eleven o’clock a.1 Prayer by the Chaplain, 

Pay. J, J. BULLOCK, D. D. 

The VICE-PRE SIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
secretary of War, transmitting plans and estimates for the construc- 
und repair of buildings at military posts in the Department of 
Pacific; which was referred t: » the Committee on Appropriations. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 






1e VICE-PRESIDENT presented a letter from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting the petition of First Lieutenant Robert G. Smith- 
-adjutant Tenth Cavalry, praying that the President be authorized 
appoint him a captain in the Tenth Cavalry, to take rank as such 
rom the 20th day of December, 1877; which was referred to the 
mmittee on Military Affairs. 
He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Wis- 
: which was read, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs: as follows: 





Joint resolution for passage of House bill No. 367 


Where as there was a bill passed by Congress March 3, 1855, for the purpose of 
enabling the President of the United States to treat with and arrange the difticul- 
tween the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians of Lake Winnebago, Wisconsin, 
rising out of the acts of Congress of March 3, 1843, and of August é, 1846, and the 
ty of ‘Sovenss r 24, 1848, in a just manner to the Indians, with their assent, 
t inconsistant with the legal rights of white persons residing upon the Stock 
ge reserve; and 
Vhereas a treaty was made and concluded at Stockbridge, in the State of Wis- 
nsin, on the 5th day of February, 1856, between the United States and the Stock- 
ige and Munsee tribes of Indians, wherein the members of said tribes jointly 
{and relinquished their remaining title to the lands at Stockbridge, the seven- 
wo sections of land in Minnesota, the $20,000, the $16,500 invested in stock by 
the United States for said tribes, and all claims set up by and for said tribes ; and 
Whereas the United States agreed, in consideration of such cession and relin- 
shment by said tribes, to select and to give them a tract of land in the State of 
sconsin, near the southern boundary of the Menomonee reservation, of sufficient 
ent to provide for each head of a family and others lots of land of forty and 
ghty acres; and 
Whereas the honorable senate and assembly of Wisconsin 
March, 1856, pass a joint resolution that his excellency, 








did, on the 31st day | 
» President, and the 

norable, the Senate of the United States, be respec tfuily requested speedily to 
ratify and carry into effect the said arrangement; and 

Whereas the said treaty was ratified on the &th day of September, 1856, and the 
id tribes, in conformity therewith, removed to the reservation; and 

W ereas the honorable the senate and assembly of Wisconsin did pass a joint 
solution on the 16th day of September, 1856 that the assent of the State of W - | 









nsin is hereby given to the locating by the United States of the Stockbridge and 
see tribes of ‘Indi: ans on a tract of land to be selected near the south line of the 
Menomonee reservation ; and 
Whereas an act entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of the Stockbridge and Munsee 
ins of Wisconsin’’ was passed on the 6th day of February, 1571, whic h was 
mstrued so as to deprive a portion of the said tribes of their rights which were 
ired by the siuniaht treaties; and 
Whereas there is now a bill be fore Congress, an d has been re ndin g for one year 
the purpose of restoring to the said portion of the Stoc kbridge and Munsees 
r rights to the tribal funds and to the said reservation, which th 1ey are deprived 
(by the said act of February 6, 1871: Therefore 
8 orved by the assembly, (the senate concurring,) That his excellency the President 
s honorable the Senate of the United States be re spectfully requested to 
seed ily pass House bill No. 3678 for the relief of the Stockbridge and Munsee 
-ndlans in the State of Wisconsin. 
Resolved, That the governor be r requested to forward certitied copies of this reso- 
lution to the President and the Senate of the United States 
IRA B. BRADFORD 
Speaker of the Assembly. 
THOS. B. SCOTT 
President of the Senate pro tempore 
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STATE OF WIsc ONSIN, 
State Department, 8s : 
To all to whom these presents shall come: 


I, Hans B. Warner, secretary of State of the State of Wisconsin, do hereby cer 
uly that the foregoing has been compared by me with the original in this office, 


ECORD—SEN ATE. Los 





and that the same is a true and correct copy thereof, and of t ale of auc 
or ‘iginal : 

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand and affix: sea 
at the capitol, in the city of Madison, this 10th day of February f 
Lord L581 

SEA HANS B. WARNI 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented a resolution of the city council of 
Alton, Illinois, passed February 3 1881, favoring an appropriation of 
$35,000 to secure to that city a deep and permanent ch: long 
and in front of the city; which was referred to the Ci ! ‘ 
Commerce. 

Mr. FERRY presented a petition of Hiram M. Allen and others 
zens of Bellevue, Mic} higan, praying for a commission of inquiry con 
cerning the alcoholic liquor traftic; which was referred to the Cor 


mittee on Finance. 
Mr. HILL, of Colorado. I present the petition of the Grand Lodge 


ua 
of Good Templars of Colorado, officially signed, praying for a con 
stitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all 
aleoholic beverages throughout our national domain. I move its 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. The bill to which this 
refers has been sent to that committee, I understand. 

1@ VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair informs the Senator from Col 
orado that these petitions have all gone to the Committee on Finance 
A large number were presented and so referred yesterday. 

Mr. HILL, of Colorado. I understood from the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. BLarr} that the bill to which this refers was sent to 
the Committee on the Sudlaieny. 

Mr. BLAIR. It was so referred; so that the propose ~d amendment 
has been referred to one committee and the petitions to another 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BLAIR presented the pe tition of the Grand Division Sons of 
Temperance of New Hampshire, officially signed, praying for a con 
stitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all 
alcoholic beverages throughout our national domain; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Governor Natt. Headand others, 
citizens of New Hampshire, praying for a commission of inquiry con 
cerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of Benjamin Boweman and 
others, citizens of Mendon, Michigan, praying for the appointment of 
a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of J. M. Long and others, 
vessel-owners and residents of Chicago, Illinois, praying for the con 
struction of a harbor of refuge at the mouth of Wolf River, in Indi 
ana, fourteen miles east of Chicago; which was referred tothe Com 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also eggect d the petition of O. H. P. Cary and others, of Ma 
rion, Indiana, soldiers of the late war, praying for the passage of the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Pensions to the bill (S. 
No. 496) providing for the examination and adjudication of pension 
claims ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of the State Temperance: 
Union of Minnesota, officially signed, praying for a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit the manutacture and sale of all alcoholic bey 
erages throughout our national domain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ee ne presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
West Virginia; which was referred to the Committee on Railroads, 
and read 





, as follow S$: 








Joint resolution No. 9, requesting our Senators 1 Representatives in Congress to 
secure the passage of a law to regulate the traffic on interstate railways 
Whereas there is great and just complaint by the people of this State, and of the 


entire Union, because of the exorbitant charges by railways for the transportation 
of freights, because of unjust discriminations in those charges in favor of certain 
persons, companies and 
and corporatior 1 be 
toll: Therefor 

Resolved by the Leq tture of West Virginia, 1. That our Senators be instructed 
and Representatives in Congress be requested to secure the passage of a law whi 
while just to railways, will, as far as Congress has authority to legislate, re! 
the people of the evils complained of and prevent abuses and devices t 
bard *n interstate commerce and work to the injury of the public 

2. That th e governor be requested to transmit to each of our Ser 
resentatives a copy of this resolution 


Adopted February 2. 1881 





rations, and against certain other persons, companies 


se of sudden and frequent changes in the rates of 





Attest J. B. PEYTON 
Clerk of the House of Delegat Ke 
Mr. BROWN prese nted the pe tition ef the Goo ad Templarsof Georg 
ofticially signed, praying for a constitutional amendment to prohibit 


the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic acetas i throughout « 
national domain; which was referred to the Committee on Finances 
Mr. PLUMB presented the petition of the Good Templars of Kansa 
officially signed, praying for a constitutional amendment to preh 
the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages throughout 
national domain; which was referred to the Committee o: 
Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of the Nation: ‘ Supre 
cil of Templars of Honor and Temperance, officially sig 


senting 21,000 members, praying for a constitutional an 


prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages th g 
out our national domain; which was referred tot t ‘ 
Finance. 





Pa aa 


Sethe me 


: 
e 2 
a ‘ 
7 
i 
; 
5 
fg 
FE 
ns 
¥ 
§ 
hace! 
+. 
t 
sce 
ti 
. a i 
cae \% 
yy 





Panerets 





He also presented the memorial of William H. Seese and others, 
citizens of Atlanta, Illinois; the memorial of John Fry and others, 
citizens of Springfield, Dakota Territory ; the memorial of John Chan- 
dler and others, citizens of Flint, Indian Territory ; the memorial of 
A. W. Blake and others, citizens of Saybrook, Illinois ; the memorial 
of James Fraser and others, citizens of Benton, Illinois; the memo- 
rial of B. E. Miles and others, members of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public, of Pennsylvania; and the memorial of J. F. Wagner and others, 
citizens of Ava, Illinois, all surviving soldiers of the war for the Union, 
remonstrating against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) providing 
for the examination and adjudication of pension claims, andthe amend- 
ments thereto: which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a resolution of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in favor of the repeal of 
war taxes on bank deposits; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. VEST presented resolutions of the Board of Trade of Kansas 
City, Missouri, favoring the repeal of the law levying a special tax 
on banks and bankers, and also of the tax on bank checks; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

SIDNEY P. LUTHER. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the bill (8. No. 2165) for the relief of Sidney P. 
Luther, to report it without amendment. I desire to state that this 
case was before the Senate in the Forty-tfifth Congress in the shape 
of a bill that had already passed the House of Representatives and 
was reported by the Committee on Finance favorably. It is a claim 
growing out of the wrongful seizure of a pair of steers, so admitted ; 
and the amount of the bill is $85, which ought to have been refunded 
years ago. If there is no objection I will ask that the bill be acted 
on now in order that it may go to the House of Representatives in 
time for action there. 

Mr. KERNAN. I hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. TELLER. I do not mean to object to this case, but there are 
a great number of cases on the Calendar which have been a long 
time on the Calendar and which have just as much claim on the Sen- 
ite as this case has. 

Mr. MORRILL. This has been twice reported favorably. 

Mr. TELLER. Isimply want to say that hereafter, after this morn- 
ing, I shall object to any case being taken up specially unless there 
is some attempt made to go to the Calendar. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish pending this question to ask unanimous 
consent that immediately after this bill is disposed of the Senate 
will do the unusual thing of passing a little bill for the relief of a 
poor widow, or not passing it, which had the misfortune to be reported 
on the 26th of January, and has been kept from being considered by 
bills reported from day to day and proceeded with by unanimous 
consent. I will make that request, Mr. President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- 
eration of the bill reported by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Mor- 
RILL? ] 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 2165) for the relief of 
Sidney P. Luther. It provides for the payment to Sidney P. Luther, 
of Pittsburgh, New Hampshire, of $°5, in full satisfaction of his claim 
on account of the wrongful seizure of one pair of white-faced steers, 
and the wrongful detention and sale of the same, by the collector of 
customs for the district of Portsmouth, on the 14th of October, 1870. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for athird reading, read the third time, and passed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill called for by the Senator from 
Vermont | Mr. E>pMUNDs] will now be read. 

Mr. LOGAN. I object to taking up any more bills until the morn- 
ing business is through. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I am interested in the same bill 
that the Senator from Vermont is, and we make a joint request. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois objects. Re- 
ports of committees are in order. 

Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 1971) for the relief of C. Hayner, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was postponed indetinitely. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 141) authorizing the Presi- 
dent to place Thomas C. Crittenden upon the retired list with the 
rank and pay of a brigadier-general, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 158) to admit free of duty a 
monument to General Washington, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 157) for the relief of the Philadelphia and Read- 
ing Railroad, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 2162) correcting the pension granted to 
Lieutenant George W. Graham, One hundred and forty-fourth Regi- 
ment New York Volunteers, in accordance with his rank, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Pensions; which was agreed to. 
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Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Military Affairs + 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 4413) for the relief of J ‘Se 0 Whom 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report eazm 
which was ordered to be printed. Y thereoy 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Military Affairs 

: : Y Alfairs, to yw} 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 249) for the relief of Mark wer Mn 
reported it without amendment. a or ee 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 1364) for ¢ 
Edwin Mauck, of Crisfield, Maryland, submitted an M 
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the ow port 
indefinitely. boned 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the |x. 
of the Secretary of War, transmitting the petition of Captain s = 
Norvell, Tenth Cavalry, praying pay as acting second lieutenant - I 
January 23, 1962, to February 18, 19863, submitted an adverse pu... 
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the committe, 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the no. 
tion of Michael Pfoertner asking for the removal of the charge o; 
sertion, and that he be granted an honorable discharge, submitia) .. 
adverse report thereon ; which was orderded to be printed, and ¢h, 
committee were discharged from the further consideration 9: La 
petition. — 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the ya 
tion of Captain Augustus Boyd, late assistant quartermaster Unita) 
States Army, praying for the passage of a bill placing him on the ». 
tired list of the Army, submitted an adverse report thereon: whi. 
was ordered to be printed, and the committee were discharged hon 
the further consideration of the petition. Sis 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the }, 
(S. No. 1378) for the relief of John W. Eckles, submitted an adyerss 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the bil] was 
postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads 
to whom was referred the petition of citizens of Sprague’s Mills, Maine 
praying that Esther W. Sprague, postmistress, be credited with cer. 
tain moneys belonging to the Government which were destroyed }); 
fire, reported adversely thereon, and asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 
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BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. McDONALD asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leay 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2181) for the relief of First Lieutenant 
Robert G. Smither, adjutant Tenth United States Cavalry; whic! 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro. 
duce a bill (S. No. 2182) for the relief of Edward Haile, survi 
partner of Savage & Haile; which was read twice by its title, and 
together with the papers on the files relating to the case, referred t 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BECK asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 2183) for the relief of George W. Wicks & Co 
of Louisville, Kentucky; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HARRIS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave t 
introduce a bill (S. No. 2184) to authorize the commissioners of 
District of Columbia to appoint additional policemen for temporary 
service in the District, and for other purposes ; which-was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. HARRIS. I am instructed by the Committee on the Distr 
of Columbia to ask for the present consideration of that bill. 1 
subject-matter has not been referred to the committee, but the co 
mittee has considered it and instructed me to ask for the present 
sideration of the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read at length for 
formation, and objections reserved. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

Beit enacted, d&c., That the commissioners of the District of Columbia are hi 
authorized to appoint, upon the recommendation of the superintendent of 
ropolitan police of the District of Columbia, three hundred additional privat 
the Metropolitan police force of said District, for the period of fifteen days, 
the 20th of February, 1881, who shall be paid $2 for each day’s service rendere 
them in that capacity. Anda sum sufficient for their payment and equipmen 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriat 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present cons 
eration of this bill? 8: 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Yes, Mr. President. I think that these additions 
policemen ought to be appointed under the authority of the *” 
geants-at-Arms of the two Houses and be under the contro} ani! 
addition to the Capitol police, as it is evidently for the inauguratio’ 
time, and therefore I want to have time to move an amendment 10" 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being made the bill goes ove 

Mr. GROVER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave | 
introduce a bill (S, No. 2185) making an appropriation to repair © 
wagon-road between Camp Stewart and Fort Klamath, Orego! 
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which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 0" 


Military Affairs. ; ee + tie Sind 
He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 4 eon 
duce a bill (S. No. 2186) making an appropriation to repair the 
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on-road extending from Scottsbur; gh to Camp Stewart in 
~ which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
n Military Affairs. 
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Te MAXE Y asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
vance a bill (S. No. 2187 ) for the relief of Thomas Little; which 
«al twice bY its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
ae read . 


7 \LL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
a a bill (S. No. 2188) for the relief of Thomas F. Riley; which 
-oad twice by its title, and referred to the Comm ittee on Mili- 
ry Affairs : ra toe pt = “a eae 
BLAIR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
see a Dill (S. No. 2189) to prohibit the manufacture, importa- 
of intoxicating liquors, as a beverage, in the District 


Affairs, 


nd sale 


¢ Columbia; which was read twice by its title. 
Mr BL AIR. I introduce that bill by the request of the National 
 nerance Society. I move its reference to the Committee on the 
’ Ciads& * 

iat. 
rhe mot ion Was ag rreed to. 
Mr. PLUMB hel and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 


roduce a joint re solution (S. R. No. 160) proposing an amendment 
the Cc onstitution of the U nite »d States in relation to the manufact- 
" aa sale of intoxicating liquors; which was read twice by its 
“Jo and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

AMENDMENTS BILLS. 

Mr. INGALLS. I offer an amendment to the deficiency appropria- 
n bill which I ask may be referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
nd Post-Roads, and I express the hope that they will report it back 
‘th arecommendé ition that it be referred to the Committee on Appro- 

tions favorably. I ask to have the amendment read. 

he proposed amendment was read, and referred to the Committee 
! ‘Post- Ottices and Post-Roads, as follows : 


TO 


That the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized and directed to make the 
istments of salaries of postmasters provided for in section 8, act of June 12, 
which have not been made, to have the same effect as if made when the re- 

ms entitling such postmasters to suc h readjustments of salaries were received ; 

report the amounts due to Congress. 

Mr. COKE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
to the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the con- 

t completion, repair, and preservation of certain works on 

ers and harbors, and for other purposes ; which was referred to the 
mumittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

r. INGALLS, Mr. VEST, and Mr. BUTLER submitted amendments 

ntended to be proposed by them, respectively, to the bill (H. R. No. 

) to e stablish post-routes ; whic h were referred to the ¢ ommittee 

-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed 


EQUALITY OF TAXATION. 
Mr. } I submit the following resolution : 


lved, That the people ought to contribute to the support of the Government 
s nearly as possible in proportion to their respective abilities ; that is, in propor- 
to the revenue they enjoy under its protection. In the observation or neglect 
this maxim consists what is called the equality or inequality of taxation. 
I desire to give notice to-morrow morning, with the leave of the 
senate, to call up that resolution for the purpose of submitting a few 
rks upon it. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The 
to the call of the Senator. 
EDMUNDS. Let it be printed. 
[he VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be 
EVENING 


tion, 


Mr. McDONALD. 


} 


resolution will lie on the table, sub- 


ri } 
printed. 


SESSIONS FOR THE CALENDAR, 

TELLER. I now call up the resolution I offered yesterday. 
the Senate proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
tted by Mr. TELLER on the 14th instant: 

my 


sub- 


hat on and after Tuesday, the 15th instant, the Senate will take a 

e88 at ——— and meet again at half past seven p.m. of the same day, to con- 
ases on the Calendar, and bills that are not o on scted to shall be taken 

their order, and each Senator shall be entitled to speak once and for five 


sonly upon any question, and the objection may be 


roce¢ 


inte rposed at any stage 


Th i¢ VICE-P OR - SIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the resolution ? 

Mr lTELLER called for the yeas and nays, and the »y were ordered. 

ir. TELLER. I only want to say that we have on the Calendar a 
number of 


cases; and if we could come here and give them 
hours’ consideration in the evening they would undoubt- 
laws, those that are not objected to. There are a great 
of such bills that have come here from the House. If they are 
‘ passed, the whole labor must be done over again. The Commit- 
n Claims have been in sessio1 1 during the whole winter, and 
been presenting reports to the Senate tl at they have given a 
steat deal of attention to, and nothing is to be done w ith the m unless 
come here in the evening. It is apparent we shall do nothing 
he morning. I think we ou; ght to do something. 
x HOAR. I understand that the yeas and nays are ordered to 
lled on the adoption of the resolution, and I desire to call the 
1uon of my friend from Colorado to the fact that he probably 
igned to fill the blank in his resolution be fore it It 
now Tuesday, and he perhaps would like to | )-mor- 
or some later day. 
‘Ir. TELLER. I am 


Ler it begin to-morrow. 


e of 
vecome 


ver 


eT 


18s adopte d. 
egin 


+} 4 
1aVe 10 I 
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begin 


nant 
now 


particular whether 
If any Senator desires 


to-day or 
end it in 
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to am 
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that particular I have no objection, but I think we ought to 
pretty soon. ; 

Mr. HOAR. 
correctly. 

Mr. TELLER. If we 7 = it a blank we take the recess when 
get ready. The word “at” should be stricken oui; read 
“take a recess and meet ceaia 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move to amend the resolution by 
‘‘Monday, the 21st,” instead of “Tuesday, the 15th.” 

The VICE-PRES The question is on the amendment of 


begin 


But there is a blank in the resolution, if I heard it 
we 
BO 


as to 


inserting 


SIDENT. 
the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will be noticed that this resolution, differing 
from what is called the Anthony rule or resolution, is a peremptory 
one. The Anthony rule provided that unless otherwise ordered this 
same thing should be done at a certain time, as far as I can under 
stand it. This makes it peremptory, so that the Senate cannot other 
wise order except on a day’s notice of a repeal of this rule. 

There are a great many appropriation bills still undisposed of. 
There is the cattle billof great importance. Whatever we may think 
of its constitutional difficulties or methods, the subject is one of in- 
finite importance that deserves consideration. There is the funding 
bill about the importance of which I need say nothing. There are a 
great many matters of extreme public importance which may require 
continuous sittings of the Senate from day to day until late in the 
evening and which might be entirely squeezed out every evening by 
this peremptory order which cannot be got rid of except by a re peal- 
ing resolution, which if any one Senator objects goes over a day and 
then takes its chance of being discussed over the morning hour, and 
soon. So in the interest of all the business of the Senate—although 
I sympathize with the Senator from Colorado entirely as to the in- 
alendar—it seems 
to me it would not be wise to make a peremptory order of this kind. 

Mr. TELLER. In order that no one may vote against this resolu- 
tion for that reason, I will, with the consent of the Senate, amend 
by inserting ‘unless upon m otion the Senate shall otherwise order.” 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection to that 
modification. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. Let the resolution be read as it now stands. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution w ill be read as moditied. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows 

Resolved, That on and after Tuesday, the 15th instant, unless upon motion the 


Senate shall otherwise order, the Senate will take a recess and meet again at half 
past seven p. m. of the same day, to consider the cases on the Calendar ; and billsthat 
are not objected to shall be taken up in their order, and each Senator shall be en 
titled to speak once and for five minutes only upon any question ; and the objection 
may be interposed at any stage of the proceedings 

Mr. TELLER. I think the Clerk has not 
be: 


that as itshould 


amended 


On and after Tu 
again at half past 
dar— 


instant, the willt 


the same day 


esday, the 1! 
seven 


Senate a recess and meet 


to consider the cases on the C 


ako 


th 
p.1 on alien 
Then after the word Calendar— 


unless otherwise ordered by the Senate 


I want the Senate to meet in the eve ning at all events. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question 1s now on the amendment 
of the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. BURNSIDE. } 


Mr.BURNSIDE. Iwill modify my amendment by naming ‘‘ Wednes- 
day, the 16th instant,” instead of “ Monday, the 2Ist.” I think the 
Senator from Colorado will accept that. 

Mr. TELLER. I will not object tothat. It may not be convenient 
for the Senators generally to come to-night. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution, as modified, will be again 
read, 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 7 

Resolved, That on and after Wednesday, the 16th instant, the Senate will take a 


recess and meet again at half past seven p. m. of the same day, to consider the cases 
on the Calendar, unless upon motion the Senate shall otherwise order; and bills 
that are not objected to shall be taken up in their order, and each Senator shall be 


entitled to speak once and for five minutes only upon any question ; and the obj« 
tion may be interposed at any stage of the proceedings 
Mr. BECK. Ihoped that the suggestion of the Senator from Rhode 
Island to make it next Monday and after would prevail, because |] 
+} 


suppose that meeting at eleven o'clock, and sitting all day here, s 

of us might want a day or two to arrange so as to have all our nigh 

free, which we have not now perhaps. I would rather have it | 

next Monday than to-morrow, if it can be done. 
Mr. BURNSIDE. That was my 

I first presented. 


me 


ts 


feeling in offering the amendment 
g g 





Mr. BECK. I will move to insert “ Monday, the 21st. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Kentucky moves to 
amend by striking ont “ Wednesday, the 16th,” and inserting ‘ Mon- 
day, the 21st.” 

Mr. VOORHEES. I am perfectiv willing that this resolution in 
some form may pass so as to accomplish the work of this session, but 
I wish to reserve an eve g for the consideration of the Library 
I had i i! itend ed t » ask the Se nate by unanimous consent toc 
it to-morrow evening. Ido not want to obstruct legislation: | 
not want to antagonize the appropriation bills; bat Ido not w to 
add one more to the long. dismal list of failures and ) rf 
money in investigating this Library question. I wis Si eto 
take cognizance of the fact that for eight years pass this quest is 
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been before the Senate and money has been spent session after ses- 
sion, and if the commission of which I have the honor to be chair- 
man is to fail of success in its arduons and conscientious labors, 
I intend to place the responsibility where it belongs. It does not 
belong to the committee. 

In March, 1873, recognizing the necessity of additional accommoda- 
tions for the Library of Congress, a joint commission of three members, 
the chairman of the Library Committee, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and the Librarian of Con- 
gress, were appointed to consider the question, with an appropriation 
of $5,000 to obtain plans. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair interrupts the Senator. The 
morning hour has expired. If this proceeding continues it must be 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. If the morning hour has expired— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Indiana hast 
and will proceed, unless objection be made. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I say that eight years ago, when this matter was 
first agitated, a joint commission of three members was appointed 
and an appropriation of $5,000 was made, which was expended for 
plans. Twenty-eight plans were reported, and the whole subject laid 
before Congress, and Congress saw fit to do nothing. Everybody 
recognized that a Library building had to be built. Five thousand 
dollars of the public money was spent, and then that commission was 
treated as it seems this commission is to be treated. Perhaps they 
did not make as determined an application to the judgment and con- 
science of the Senate as I intend to do. 

Again in 1874 the Joint Committee on the Library agreed on a sep- 
arate building, but could get no action from this body except another 
appropriation of $2,500 for the purpose of obtaining plans to illus- 
trate the possibility or impossibility of building a library in connec- 
tion with this Capitol. That money was wasted; it was all spent 
and nothing was done. The committee then did its duty as it has 
done now, and Congress then failed to do its duty as it seems it is 
determined to do now. 

Again in February, 1375, the same committee reported in favor of 
a separate building to be erected on Judiciary Square, as has been re- 
ported now, and asking for an appropriation of $250,000. Congress, 
as usual, failed to take action on the subject; every member of Con- 
gress knowing that the Library was in a disgraceful condition, and 
every member then here and in the other House knowing that their 
wives and daughters could not go into the Library and find a seat in 
the midst of the piles of dust and books and boxes; every member 
of Congress knowing then, as we now know, that you cannot find a 
map there, cannot find a chart, or indeed anything else, except through 
the vigilant and untiring industry of Mr. Spoftford, the Librarian, who 
furnishes us our books under the most distressing circumstances. 
Every member of Congress to-day knows that there are 100,000 val- 
uable volumes without sheif-room, crushed by the weight of other 
books on the top of them, and still the subject it seems is to go by. 

Again, sir, as if we were never done wrangling, as if like schoolboys 
we could not agree where to build a house for books, in June, 1876, 
this committee, bafiled in every other direction, as an experiment, 
and as a compromise, reported in favor of erecting a building on the 
site of the Botanic Garden, which was an excellent locality for Noah’s 
ark a few days ago. It was there discovered that by digging about 
forty feet through muck and mud you might find some solid ground 
for a foundation. We all know now that this site occasionally enter- 
tains a tlood, and that the arts of navigation would be required to get 
to the Library at different periods and stages of the water in the Poto- 
mac. That scheme failed, perhaps floated down the river, and the 
money appropriated was lost and sunk. 

But the subject did not die; it came up again in March, 1877. It 
seems strange to me that an intelligent body like the American Con- 
gress cannot agree on the subject of where and how to build a house 
to put books in. I have had illustrious predecessors in this business, 
and their labors have all died the death and come to naught; their 
works have perished by the wayside. If the labors of this present 
joint commission, created by act of Congress in May last, shall perish, 

intend for my part that the fault shall lie at somebody else’s door; 
not at the door of the commission. 

In February, 1°78, another joint commission was raised resulting 
in another act for another set of plans, with another appropriation 
of $2,500 of the people’s money, followed at last by another report to 
build a separate building away from the Capitol on Judiciary Square. 
There it stopped again. This was in 1878 and there it stood, It did 
not budge another inch. We can legislate, it appears, on all other 
subjects except books. If it were not that I regard the Senate of the 
United States as the most august legislative body in the world, I 
would say that it had and deserved the contempt of the book men 
of the whole country. The librarians of the United States were here 
the other day and seeing the disorderly condition of our Library they 
addressed us on the subject through the resolution I had the honor 
to present a few days since. Why not address ourselves to this im- 

yortant matter at once? I see my excellent friend from Virginia ris- 

ing to ask us to legislate on the pleuro-pneumonia of cattle, conta- 
gious diseases of swine, and subjects of thatkind. We can and ought 
to do so; but when we encounter the question whether we shall pro- 
vide decently and in order for the accommodation of the intellectual 
product of the world, there we stall and there we stick. 
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But further, in February, 1879, after abandoning the bott 
foot of the hill, we instructed the Secretary of the Interio on 
into the business of appraising real estate in certain on aes 
town. We instructed him to appraise and fix a valuation ms 
named squares; a most agreeable proceeding to the See 


the 
0 enter 


8 Of the 


AI 





we ] » tome P 
which surround this Capitol and want to sel! their dt Poo . 
was done, and I suppose we got a flood of light on ry — I 
a foot ground commands in this District. But that came to I bee oN 
and then, unfortunately perhaps, nearly two years ago | was hones. 
with the position of chairman of the Library Committee. Tt ge 
me into immediate and business contact with that great mone. 


of learning with its nearly four hundred thousand volumes 25 
now with more than 100,000 lying one on top of another, not 
room for much more than two-thirds. My official Position 
me into business relations with this institution. I tock eo ri ra) 
its condition ; I found out my duty, and I have tried to do j i 
ceeded at least in so far arresting the attention of Cong 


secure the law under which the present joint select 


hr 
re 


it. Ten 
Tes§ as ¢ 
committee, 


The act was passed in May, 1880, and connected with that ac: , 
another appropriation of $5,000, and we have spentit. We haves. 
pended it for plans, for drawings, for designs, and for wor. ;. 
connection with the duties of the committee. We have done on. 
duty faithfully. It was not thirty minutes after Congress adjourn, 
sine die on the 16th day of last June until that commission was eall 
together in this building, and we sat in our room all that after vm 
while everybody else was packing up and rushing out of town. an, 
before we had separated we had appointed three architects, distin. 
guished, able, conscientious men. We gave them their instructions 
and upon our return here in December they laid before us a wealt) 
of skill in architectural designs, and we at once took up the subient 
and proceeded with it until we have laid upon the table of this bods 
and upon the table of the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
our report, covering every phase of the question, and our bil] provid- 
ing for the protection and preservation of the Library of Convress 

Now, is it too much to ask this body to consider this question ? 
This subject had better be dropped now and for good, or else let » 
take it up and act upon it. For eight years not one year has passed 
that we have not had the subject under investigation and been exten. 
sively spending the public money in regard to it. Why, sir, during 
this time it will be seen there have been fozr special commissions on 
the Library building business, five or six joint committees, and nearly 
a dozen reports. Four separate and distinct appropriations, one ot 
$2,000, one of $2,500, and two of $5,000 each, have been made and 
expended in drawing plans. Here are $14,500 already devoted by 
Congress to the futile task of finding out “ how not to do it.” 

Are we to goon forever in this fruitless and wasteful method whi! 
our books are going to destruction under our very eyes? Can you 
Librarian continue to pile up a constantly increasing heap and pro 
duce the books in season for your wants from the bottom of the pile 
to the end of this century? We have been eight years in doing noth- 
ing, until now the country is made fully aware that the disgraceful! 
condition of things in this Capitol calls for action at ourhands. Such 
a point has the overcrowding of the Library arrived at that it is al- 
most rendered useless as a place of resort for intelligence. 

I have said now all that I desire to say at this time. To the very 
end of this session, however, I shall not relinquish the hope of ac- 
tion. I desire action. I am not asking to interpose as against any 
business this afternoon, but I will ask the Senate to set aside to- 
morrow night. One evening can dispose of this bill and either remand 
it to the tomb of the Capulets with its $5,000 of appropriation wasted 
in vain, or we can take a step forward toward the completion of this 
great and necessary work. 

Ido not feel willing to be made the instrument of wasting the 
public money and the time which belongs to the public in bringing 
forward here the results of our labors and have them ignored. I ask, 
and hope I may be indulged in the request, that to-morrow night may 
be set aside for the consideration of this question. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Indiana asks unani- 
mous consent that a session be held to-morrow evening for the con- 
sideration of the Library bill. 

Mr. TELLER. Before we proceed, in order that the Senate ma} 
have no trouble about it, I should like to amend my resolution by 
fixing its commencement at “ Thursday, the 17th instant.” That wi: 
give the Senator from Indiana to-morrow night without any objection 
and I understand that several Senators have made engagements 10 
to-morrow night and it would not be pleasant for them to come here. 
Therefore I move to amend by saying “ Thursday, the 17th instant.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to that modification: 
The Chair hears none, and the resolution will be so modified. ; 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, if the question can be put without 
debate on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, I have no objec 
tion; but if it is to be discussed further I shall have to object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection that a special session 
be held to-morrow evening for the special consideration of the Library 
bill? - 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I feel obliged to object, as I do always, to speci 
orders at this stage of the session. I believe they are not useful even 
for the purpose in view. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 
Mr, TELLER. I ask consent of the Senate to take a vote on this 


Nation. 1 think it will meet with the approbation of the Senate. 
” 1 - VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there unanimous consent that the vote 
ie pow taken on the resolution under discussion ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Ihave no objection if I am allowed to offer an amend- 
oant without any remarks. ’ 
“Mr, BURNSIDE. I should like to offer an amendment also. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to offer an amendment, Mr. President. 
The V ICE-PRESIDENT. 


ORDER 


The resolution goes over under objection. 


OF BUSINESS 


Mr. BAYARD. ) ‘ 

n order to proceed to the consideration of House bill No. 4592. 
“Mr. VOORHEES. What became of the resol 
‘rom Colorado ? i 
~The VICE-PRESIDENT. It wentover on objection. The Senator 
‘om Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] moves that the pending order, being 
+h consideration of the Calendar of General Orders under the Anthony 
eagle, be postponed, so that the Senate may proceed to the considera- 
“ion of the funding bill. 
“Mr. JOHNSTON. As the cattle bill was taken up yesterday and 
nartly considered, I had hoped that this morning, in the morning 
hour, of which there is an hour yet left, we might take up that bill 
and proceed W ith its consideration. Weare about half way through 
with the amendments of the committee. I hope the Senate will con- 
sent to continue that bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
ator frem Delaware. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is that motion ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Itis that the pending order, being the 
consideration of the Calendar under the Anthony rule, be postponed, 
the Senator stating his purpose, if that shall prevail, to move that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the funding bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. I rise to ask if the pending order shall be now post- 
poned, which is understood to be the Anthony rule, what will be the 
condition of the bill of the Senator from Delaware at the expiration 
of the morning hour, at half past one o’clock? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He will have to renew his motion to con- 
tinue it. 

Mr. HARRIS. I think so, unquestionably. 

Mr. BAYARD. I shall ask to continue its hearing at that time. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. What is the motion pending? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is that the pending order, which is 
the consideration of the Calendar of General Orders under the An- 
thony rule, be postponed, the Senator from Delaware stating that if 
that motion shall prevail, he will ask that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the funding bill. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Ishould like to ask what position 
bill, as it is called, occupies now ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is on the Calendar as the unfinished 
business, and will naturally come up at half past one o’clock. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. In order to test the sense of the Senate, inasmuch 
as the morning business has been laid aside, I will move to substitute 
the cattle bill for the bill proposed by the Senator from Delaware. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. The effect, then, of the motion of the Senator 
from Delaware will be to cause the cattle bill to lose its place ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That depends. Ifthe motion of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware now made shall prevail, the funding bill will be 
inorder until half past one, when the unfinished business will come up. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Is not the cattle bill the unfinished business ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is. Then the Senate will determine 
itsaction. The question is, Will the Senate agree to the motion of 
the Senator from Delaware to postpone the pending order ? 

The motion was agreed to. 


\tion of the Senator 


I insist on my motion. 


The question is on the motion of the Sen- 
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A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. THEODORE 


Hou 


SE. 


F, KING, one of its clerks, announced that the House had agreed to | 


337) 


the amendments of the Senate to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 337 
authorizing and requesting the President to extend to the Govern- 
ment and people of France an invitation to join the Government and 
people of the United States in the observance of the centennial an- 
liversary of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the re- 
port of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 
1327) to grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and Wyom- 
ng for university purposes. 

‘The message further announced that the House insisted upon its 
disagreement to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 
(19) making appropriations for the support of the Army for the fis- 
cal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, insisted upon 
by the Senate; that it insisted upon its amendment to the second 
amendment of the Senate to the said bill disagreed to by the Senate ; 
that it agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on the disagree- 
lng votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. HresTEer 
CLYMER of Pennsylvania, Mr. WILLIAM H. Forney of Alabama, and 
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Mr. JoserH R. HAWLEY of Connecticut, managers at the conference 
on its part. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 3047) to authorize the 
commissioners of the District of Columbia to recommend a proper site 
for a union railroad depot in the city of Washington, and for other 
purposes, and asked a conference with the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon and had appointed Mr. WarNER 
MILLER of New York, Mr. Epps Hunton of Virginia, and Mr. G. C 
HAZELTON of Wisconsin, managers at the conference on its part 


The message also announced that the House had passed the follow 
ing bills and joint resolutions; in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

A bill (H. R. No. 4005) to incorporate a society for the protection of 


children in the District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. No. 6324) to construe an act entitled “ An act to relieve 
the churches of the District of Columbia and to clear the title of 
trustees of such property ;”’ 

A bill (H. R. No. 6659) to authorize the Southern Maryland Rail 
road Company to extend a railroad into and within the District of 


the 


Columbia: 


A bill (H. R. No. 7031) to amend the charter of the Metropolitan 
Railroad Company of the District of Columbia ; 

A bill (H. R, No. 7032) to amend the act incorporating the Capitol, 
North O Street and South Washington Railway Company ; 

A bill (H. R, No, 7033) making the city of Chattanooga, in the State 
of Tennessee, a port of delivery; 

A bill (H. R. No. 7117) authorizing the Washington and Chesapeake 
Railroad Company to extend its railroad into and within the District 
of Columbia; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 378) providing for the printing and 
distribution of the report of the Commissioner of Education for the 
year 1880; and 


A joint resolution (H.R. No. 336) for printing report of the Life- 
Saving Service 
THE FUNDING BILL, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Delaware now moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the funding bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to facilitate the 
refunding of the national debt. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Finance with amend- 
ments. 

The first amendment of the committee was, in line 15, section 1, 
after the word “ bond,” to strike out “in the” and to insert “to an ;” 
so as to read “the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
issue bonds to an amount.” 

Mr. BAYARD. I desire to submit to the Senate some remarks ex- 
planatory of the object of the committee. Before that isdone, however, 
tor the purpose of intelligibility, I will ask that some verbal errors be 
corrected. On page 2, on line 30 of section 1, the word “ issued” has 
been improperly printed instead of “registered.” That is a correction 
made by the direction of the committee. Also on page 5, at line 2 of 
section 5, the words “ the said terms of one and” are superfluous and 
should be stricken out. Alsoon page 3, on line 40 of the first section 
the words “ publication of” ought to be inserted between the words 
“after” and “ notice.” 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. 
tion? 

Mr. ALLISON. They are mere verbal amendments. 

Mr. BAYARD. And on page 6—— 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I should like to understand the meaning as we 
go on. 

Mr. BAYARD. On page 6, line 11 of section 5, the last word “ date’ 
should be replaced by the word “publication.” The amendments I 
have suggested place before the Senate the bill as it was intended to 
be reported from the Committee on Finance, and the amendments 
that I have stated are those which will render the bill intelligible to 
Senators who engage in the discussion. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. How are we to understand these amendment 
I cannot for my life. How are we to understand the effect the 
amendments have on the bill ? 
them gone over in this way. 

Mr. BAYARD. I propose now, with the leave of my h 
friend, to discuss the effect of these amendments. The errors I have 
proposed to remedy were simply clerical; they are misprints. These 
are not amendments in a parliamentary sense; they are corrections 
of misprints. It was suggested that the bill should be reprinted after 
these errors had been discovered but it was considered unnecessary 
because they could be corrected at this time and in the manner I 
have suggested. 

Mr. President, in little more than sixty days from this date a loan 
of the United States, bearing 5 per cent. interest, and amounting to 
$469,651,050, will, at the option of the Government, become payable 
On the 30th day of June next two other loans, each bearing 6 per 
cent., the first for $145,786,500, and the other $57,787,250, will also 
mature at the option of the Government. These facts are stated in 
the last report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and will be found on 
page 10 of his report of last December. He has informed us that the 
surplus revenue accruing prior to the Ist of July, 1951, will amount 
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to about fifty million dollars, and can and will be applied in part to 
the extinguishment of that debt. Bonds maturing on the 3lst of 
December last were paid out of the accruing revenues. So that there 
will remain the sum of $637,350,600, to be provided for and funded at 
the option of the Government at such rate of interest as may be 
deemed advisable by Congress and can practicably be obtained. 

The sums that we are dealing with are enormous, affecting the wel- 
fare of every branch of our country’s industry and of our entire peo- 
ple. The opportunity for reducing the rate of interest upon this 
enormous sum, and not only that, but of placing the national debt 
more under the control of the Government in regard to future pay- 
ments, is now before us. The opportunity for doing this upon favor- 
able terms should not be lost, and the only question before us as 
legislators is how we can best and most practically take advantage of 
the hour. 

Weall fee] that thiscountry is enjoying its yearsof plenty. Whether 
they are to be limited to seven such as blessed Egypt in the days of 
old or to be increased to seventy as we all hope, is a question that the 
veil of futurity excludes from our knowledge. We have had a suc- 
cession of years of abundant harvests. Our mines were never so pro- 
ductive, not simply of precious metals, but minerals of every char- 
acter have been brought into the use of mankind in this country to 
a degree unprecedented in history. There has also been a prosperous 
condition of all manufacturing industries, and enveloping the whole 
in its atmosphere is a buoyant sense of popular contidence and hope 
in our peopleat large. Material prosperity seems to have set in upon 
us ina most unmistakable current. The balance of trade has de- 
clared itself immensely and unprecedentedly in our favor, and the 
inflow of the precious metals has been marked by their payment in 
large part of that balance of exchange. The absolute and profound 
peace which reigns throughout our borders, and which affects our 
relations with foreign nations, has enabled us to keep in service the 
mere skeleton of a standing army, which does not now amount to one- 
twentieth of 1 per cent, of our population. The Navy has been so 
neglected that to-day it stands but the shadow of a once great name. 
Of an essential system of coastwise defense we scarcely have a trace. 
If there be impediments to aggressive warfare upon our coasts, it is 
those that nature has supplied, and not these which a wise and 
systematic preparation dictates should be inaugurated. But this 
neglect, if neglect it be, has been accompanied by economy in expendi- 
ture, and therefore we retain the moneys that these things might 
have cost within our control,and with our credit unaflected by ex- 
penditure which under other counsels might have been incurred. 

Therefore we have for the present an immense advantage, coupled 
with a most important fact, that under existing laws the advantage 
continues—which I trust will become permanent—of transacting the 

whole of our great business upon a specie basis, and the effect and 
value of this can scarcely be overstated. 

But there may be another side to this picture, and all these feat- 
ures that now so delight us may be sadly altered. The vicissitudes 
of nations, the ebb and flow of favoring circumstances, should always 
be contemplated, and preparation for adversity made during the 
seasons of prosperity. Business depressions, falling prices, enforced 
dleness of the laboring classes, all produce a condition of things far 
ditferent; and there should be echoes in our ears of the labor troubles 
of 1577 to teach us to guard against the recurrence of such dangers 
n the future. 

To-day we are continuing the coinage and issue of the two precious 
metals to the full limit of our minting capacity, at a ratio which is 
wholly in defiance of the relative commercial values of those two 
metals. We have on our statute-books to-day two declared units of 
valne, one of which is worth, and has been worth for a long time past, 
rithout prospect of change, but seven-eighths of the value of the 
other ; and that man must be blind who does not see the inevitable 
consequence. The time cannot be remote when the laws of nature 
und of universal values will vindicate themselves, and all of our 
business transactions, individual and public, and all the prices for 
commodities will be adjusted upon the basis of the metal which has 
been over-valued, and soon rather than late our country will be 
brought upon the sole standard of that over-valued metal, which is 
silver. This would place gold at a premium, and although enhanc- 
ing prices here nominally it would not change those prices as meas- 
ired by the world’s standard and measure of values. It would be 
but the subsitution of an illusory for a real measure of values. 

rhis inevitable result has a certain amount of disguise at the pres- 
ent under our statutes in the issue of silver certificates based upon 

oin deposited in the Treasury. This makes the approach of a silver 
standard more insidious and less palpable, but in reality it is hast- 
ened and encouraged. It is this condition of affairs that in my judg- 
ment renders if imperative upon those having charge of the legisla- 
tion of the country to seize the opportune moment, which is to-day, 
and fund our national debt at the lowest practicable rate of interest 
and on the most favorable terms as to times of payment. 

Two propositions have been made, one by the House of Representa- 
tives and one from the executive branch of the Government. The 
Secretary of the Treasury, at page 12 of his report, has recommended 
the refunding of $400,000,000 of the national debt at a rate not ex- 
ceeding 3.65 per cent. 

It is also recommended that authority be given to sell at par an amount not ex- 
ceeding $406,000,000 of bonds of the character and description of the 4 per cent. 
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bonds of the United States now outstanding, but bearing a rate of intere 
ceeding 3.65 per cent. per annum, and redeemable at the pleas ye 
States after fifteen years, the proceeds to be applied to the 
redeemable on or before July 1, 1881. 


St not ex 
ure of the United 
payment of bonds 


The House of Representatives has proposed that we should fix the 
rate of interest at 3 per cent., and make the bonds payable in ; 
years, with the option to the Government to redeem them ir aoe 
years. Upon careful deliberation and considering all the ieee a 
from every respectable source that we could obtain, the ones 
the Senate have modified both the proposition of the Secre 
the proposition of the House. We have reported to the Senate t] 
issue of the $400,000,000 of bonds recommended by the Secretary nd 
the House, but we have fixed the interest at 3} per cent,. fa 
shade lower than that proposed by the Secretary and a slight taenes . 
upon the rate proposed by the House, and we have fixed the 
payment at twenty years instead of ten, with the option of paying 
the debt at the end of five years. The term five-twenties would 
therefore continue to be applicable to this form of the national debt 
and one as to which having had experience of a most favorable char. 
acter and to which the people of the country have become accus. 
tomed, it was thought that feature alone gave it weight and increased 
the probability of its success. . 

There are variousreasons forthis, Opinions have differed and always 
will differ as to this matter. Intelligent and patriotic men believe 
that it is practicable to fund the whole of this debt at the rate of 3 per 
cent. Others again, equal tothem in experience, ability, and oppor- 
tunities of judgment, have told us there would be risk in the attempt 
Speaking for myself and for the majority of the committee, we he. 
lieve that the weight of authority is in favor of running no risk, and 
that the rate of 34 per cent. per annum is that which under all the 
circumstances it is wiser and better for the United States to adopt in 
order to obtain freely the desired loans from the public. 

Consider for a moment the experience of other nations in this re- 
gard. At the head of the commercial world is the Empire of Great 
Britain. Nowhere has government been more permanent or its insti- 
tutions more stable, or the certainty of the repayment of loans and 
indebtedness secured by lawmore perfectly. Theconditions, therefore 
of low interest have been as perfect there as human institutions have 
ever been able to procure; and yet whatisthe result ? When, in thelast 
half century, the especial period of her progress and success, have the 
consols of Great Britain not paid more than 3 per cent. to the in- 
vestor? Yet those bonds have a feature which is denied to our own, 
and for my own part I cannot regret it, and that is, the creation of a 
permanent debt. During the last fifty years the loans of Great Britain 
have touched par, I believe, but twice. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Would it discommode the Senator if I should 
ask him a question? If so, I will wait. 

Mr. BAYARD. If my friend willask me the question a little later, 
I shall be pleased to answer it. Ishould rather not break the con- 
tinuity of what I propose to say. 

It may be stated in regard to the rate of interest returned upon the 
investment of English consols that it has varied between 4 and 34 
percent. I am speaking now of the return upon the cost of the Brit- 
ish consols to the investor. Sometimes it has paid more than 4, and 
sometimes even less than 3 per cent., but those have been the extremes 
of depression and exaltation of price. It may be said upon authority 
that the investor in British consols has during the last quarter of a 
century received on an average rather more than 34 per cent, income. 

At page 5 of a pamphlet containing the report of an interview be- 
tween the Secretary of the Treasury, the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
and the Treasurer with the Committee on Finance, (with copies of 
which I think each Senator has been furnished, ) will be found a state- 
ment taken from the London Economist of the 6th of November, 1**0, 
to which I invite the attention of the Senate as corroborating the 
statement I have made. Tables following that, which show the mar- 
ket rate both of the present sale and original negotiation of their 
public loans by the Republic of France and the Empire of Germany, 
will also disclose the fact that in nations recognized as the commier- 
cial leaders of the world investment in their securities has paid the 
investor considerably more than 24 per cent. I clipped froma New 
York paper of the 13th of February, 1881, the quotation of the French 
rentes, and they had declined from 84.3 to 84.20, and they are 3 per 
cent. securities. I also draw attention to the fact that there was 
fluctuation in the price of the English consols from October, 150», t 
the present time of more than 10 per cent., that they were as low as 
90 in 1853, and as high as par in 1880; but more than that, to show 
the suddenness of fluctuation let me read: 
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In 1252 consols were quoted at prices varying from 3 below par to nearly 102 Z 


history of matters for that year being as follows: Consols rose from 97 ex div 
January and touched 100 in May, and 101 early in June. They were then quoted 
ex div., but were again quoted at 101 ex div. on the 23d of June. Best bills wer 
at that time taken in the open market at 14 per cent. During August there - 
relapse to 994, but atthe beginning of September consols were again on ; 
They remained about that price until November, when they rose to 101}, an re 
December to 101f. They were then quoted 100} ex div., but closed for the year . 
101 ex div. In 1853, from 101 they fell below 100 in the first fortnight in January, 
and reduced three percents, then at 1014, quickly followed. But in March the y 00 
covered to 100, and toward the end of April they rose to 101. Consols relapse ress 
in June, and were then quoted 98} ex div. They were as low as 90 in oper . om 
and have not since been at par until November, 1280,— London Economist, Novel 
ber 6, 1880. 


I have drawn the attention of the Senate to the fact that the con- 
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i of at almost any day ; and with these two elements so favor- 
a low rate of interest they have not been able to maintain at 

n at a rate of interest which it is proposed now to issue and 
,at parin this country. I shall ask the Senate to consider 
ence of conditions in this country and Great Britain as affect- 
onded debt and to show that we cannot safely permit that 
ation in prices which to their government under a system of 
snent indebtedness is a matter of absolute indifference. 
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. honds at par or over par. The Secretary of the Treasury has 


the traditions of the country andits policy to maintain our | 


ar ke i ¢ f 
jonds at par. : : : 

tory, but there is something more practical and practicable than mere 
seadition and policy. There is an absolute necessity for us to see to 
- shat as we have tied our systems of banking and currency to the 
sata of our national bonds they must stand or fall together. 


nev of this country upon which the main part of its business is con- 


‘neted, and to which it has been made essential, is based upon the | 


tional credit. ‘That currency is obtainable only by the deposit of 


ound in the excess of value of the pledge, the responsibility of the 
shareholder, and the reserve established by law, have made this 
credit money of the Government national-bank notes receivable with 
yysolute and unshaken confidence.” Senators, that confidence ex- 
sting almost solely upon credit, must not be disturbed. We have 
+o.day what is called a resumption of specie payments, but to speak 
sore accurately we should call it a redemption of notes that are 
t once reissued at the will of the debtor. How is that resumption 
sured? It cannot be said to be assured by the coin in the Treasury. 
We had at last accounts in gold coin and bullion $140,952,837, and 
f standard silver money $47,084,459; and that is to answer for 
=346,000,000 of demand notes and ultimately for the $350,000,000 of 
otes issued by the Government through the national banks. What, 
then, is to-day our security that resumption can be maintained ? 
Not the coin in the Treasury, surely; but the existence of the power 
secured by the act of January 14, 1875, that gives to the Secretary 
{ the Treasury the right to sell Government bonds bearing 4, 44, 
r5per cent. interest, to any amount necessary to buy gold and pay 
the United States notes whenever presented at the Treasury. It is 
herefore this potentiality standing in impressive and powerful re- 
serve that overshadows any attempt to make what is called “a run 
on the Treasury ” or endanger the permanence of resumption; and 
et bear in mind those bonds, which under law are to be sold in order 
ssupply the exigencies and meet the demand for gold, cannot be sold 
tless than par. Therefore I say that we should permit nothing to 
upon the statute-book and take no step in the management of our 
mnees that even tends to send our bonds below par, because the 
r value of those bonds is essential to the absolute maintenance and 
wity of specie resumption. It is the power to sell those bonds 
ler the act of 1875 that stands as the corps de reserve to enable the 
vernment to pay specie for its notes on demand, and cause them 
us to be an equivalent for specie. Under the free-banking system 
in existence, the volume of our currency depends upon commer- 
! demand and not upon political exigencies. Except for wise 
striction as to the securities for loans and supervision as to reserve, 
: affairs of the banks styled “national banks” are managed and 
utrolled by the rules only of enlightened self-interest. They loan 
)whom and as often and as much as the directors elected by the 
tivate stockholders see fit—no more and not otherwise—and the 
Government has no voice or control in their affairs except in the man- 
‘that I have referred to; that is to say, supervision of the securities 
ior loans and as to the reserve. Inother words, to restrain them from 
ersion into trust and loan companies instead of banks, and unfit- 
themselves for the true functions of banking. 
ay then, if nothing else must be looked to, the duty of placing 
sumption of specie payment beyond doubt would be worth ten times 
¢ amount of the difference between 3 and 34 per cent., and I hold 
twe have no right to run any risks on this point; and as I have 
cand believe, the weight of opinion is against our running such 
3as we would do if we adopt the rate of 3 percent. Why should 
take a step in the dark when it may be taken so clearly in the 
ut? Why should we create a ripple upon this placid stream of 
‘osperity upon which the affairs of our country are now floating ? 
‘here 1s neither wisdom nor economy in taking steps that tend to 
cx In the minds of the American people confidence in their prog- 
ress In prosperity. 
. confidence, and secure them against retrogression. 
“et us solidify our credit and secure our bonds, and our credit 
ys against depression and possible fluctuetion. Wise, moderate 
« umely legislation can do this. 
rhe rate of interest is, after all, controlled by the average rate of 
(roit derived from the employment of capital. The profits of em- 


Doty € 
a 


ying capital in industrious undertakings controls the rate of inter- 
- Ahigh rate of profit will always cause a high rate of interest. 
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t Lut There | 
nditions in this country which render it imperative to maintain | 


The cur- | 


; ‘ | settled districts. 
ational bonds, 90 percent. of currency being issued for 100 per cent. | 
»¢ bonds upon their face value, and the sense of security so absolutely | 





| of it are sound, we have not five years 


Let us only take such steps as we can to justify | 





Th . : . : - 
There is history for that. Where you have a low rate of profit the | 
terest for the employment of money necessarily wil! be less. The | 


L587 


' | and the greater part of the eighteenth century ; but they had resorted 
not simply ultimate security but that security which can be | 


toa system of overtaxation and burdened by taxation but little 
profit was left for the employment of money ; and the result was that, 
as after all there is but a limited profit in production and that profit 
must be shared by labor and capital, the rate of interest fell to an ex- 


| traordinarily low rate ; but where taxes were lighter, the employment 


of money was more profitable, and the rate of interest increases in 


| corresponding ratio with the profit on the use of capital. 


Under certainty of law for securing the prompt repayment of loans, 
interest is low; for it is not the ultimate security, but it is the punet- 
ual and reliable payment of money expected that makes the rate of 
interest low. Money will be cheap where confidence is established. 


; | The more absolate the security the lower will be the rate of interest. 
That statement has the authority of the country’s bis- | 


i hold it that the demands for the employment of capital in legiti 
mate enterprises all over the United States under this all-pervadin 


o 
~ 


| sentiment of contidence that exists now, will make a Government 


loan at 34 per cent. equitably low enough. Money in the United 
States securely invested will be worth on an average—I am speaking 
10w of business investments—any where 5 per cent. and in some parts 
of this country from 6 to 7 per cent. and this last only in the newly 
The United States is a younger country than Eu- 
rope ; it is more progressive ; newer enterprises in the development 
of the natural wealth of this country necessarily exist here than in 
longer settled countries, and employment of capital will find “ fresh 
fields and pastures new,” and the profits of industry are greater in the 
United States than elsewhere. The superiority in profitable employ- 
ment of capital, therefore, in this country justifies a rather higher rate 
of interest than it would in Europe. 

Another fact should not be forgotten. We propose not to be bor- 
rowers in Europe, but we propose that these loans should be taken 
by our own people, and to find our market at home. I donot say our 
Government loans will not be open to purchase and be sought for by 
the residents of other countries; but I do mean to say that there is 
a general policy influencing the mind of the people of this country 
to-day that the loans of the Government of the United States should 
be owned by the citizens of the United States. For that reason, be- 
lieving it to be wholesome and safe, believing it to be a bond of unity 
and security among our own people that these debts of the United 
States should be held by our own citizens and all over the Union, I 
would not wish to place them under too severe a stress by denying 
to them such a rate of interest as would be a fair and reasonable com- 
pensation for the use of the money invested. 

I have said that our system of banking requires that these bonds 
should be held here, and our currency connected with banking makes 


| it necessary that a large portion of the bonds should be here, because 


the deposit of the bonds is a condition-precedent to the issuance of 
the currency ; therefore it is a matter of public policy that you have 
established, a policy coupled with and yet surpassing the institution 
of mere statute law, that the market for these bonds should 
chiefly if not wholly found in the United States. 


be 
And this considera- 


ion s ld have great weight in determining the rate of interest to 
| tion should have great ght t g tl te of int tt 


be paid. 

Mr. President, I should hold it greatly to be regretted that we 
should make the experiment of funding this loan at 3 per cent. and 
fail. We are not withont experience on this subject. Our people 
seem to me to become so flushed and exhilarated by accidental and 
temporary success as to lose sight of and forget the facts of their own 
late history. We issued in 1870, under the funding bill, 5 per cent. 
bonds, and it was five years before the proposed loan could be floated, 
and then only by serious concessions of interest, which reduced our 
actual receipts below par. If as I believe the present hour is most 
opportune and the reasons which I have given foravailing ourselves 
» wait and dally with this 
subject; but it is plainly our duty to avail ourselves instantly of the 
opportunity now before us, and todo what the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury says he believes can be done successfully—refund the whole of 
the $637,000,000 outstanding bonds within the next twelve mont! 
Every month’s delay will cost our people 31,000,000 of excessive in 


‘ 
1 


terest, and when we would seek to stop that serious loss we may l 
ourselves unable to do it. 
We are sometimes told, “Look at the present advanced value of 


the 4 per cent. bonds; take them as your standard; they are 

worth 113 in the market; if a 4 per cent. bond is worth that, surely 
a 3 per cent. is worth par,” &c. Why, as a matter of fact, has 
this agitation of the issuing a 3 per cent. loan been diligently and 
clamorously used for the last year—I do not say improperly, but vig- 
orously used—as a species of menace to enhance the | f the 
four percents? If there should be a compulsory power exercised by 
this Government, which I deprecate, toward the stockholders of the 
national banks to force this loan upon them as the single and arbi- 
trary condition of their continuing in business or going into ruinous 
liquidation ; if that power does exist, necessarily men will value that 
which pays them one-fourth more interest, and the price of the bond 
that secures it will be necessarily advanced. Therefore I am com- 
pelled to consider the present price one of those fluctuating advances, 
temporary in its nature and caused by the abnormal and unsettled 
condition of things, that has given the 4 per cent, bond the adyance 
from par, at which it was sold, to the great premium which it now 
enjoys. I do not think itis either sound judgment or reasenable com- 


not 


rice ¢ 


ute} . ° | ; 
Jatch were the leaders of the commercial world in the seventeenth | mon sense to take the present advanced price of the 4 per cent. bonds 
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Y as a basis for calculation for the sale and maintenance of the price of | And asa matter of precaution toavoid disturbance of thesecurit wd 
2 3 per cent. bonds. the resumption fund, the Senate Committee on Finance havei a to 5: 
| re 4 I would here note that section 5 of the House bill contains what I | this amendment: nterposed af 
Leaf have spoken of as the compulsory power of the Government pro- Which shall from time to time be repaid and replaced out of the proc . 
Bale posed to compel subscription to its loans. In section 5 of the House | sale of the bonds or Treasury notes authorized by this act. » PROCES Of the - 
f i ! bill, which has been stricken out by the Senate committee, it will be The obvious meaning of that section would be, that it = r 
ht found that the bonds bearing 3 per cent. were to be “the only” bonds | Secretary of the Treasury, from time to time, to assist the oe ao pt 
4 peoeennee as security for national-bank circulation, compelling the refunding by purchasing himself, by paying from this fund cone aI 
bi yanks to exchange any bonds bearing a higher rate of interest for Treasury these maturing bonds, and, from time to time, thus as t the ‘| 
nt | i those bearing the lower rate. That wasintended tocreate an involun- | the market. The amendment of the committee simply rean’ oe 
, aa tary market for some two hundred and sixty-nine million dollars of | jt shall be but “temporarily” done, and that the resum aay that 
1, ae these bonds. I did object, and do now to this, and the committee | the gold and silver held by him, shall not be permanentiy ae “ 
me | have reported against this compulsory feature, and I think they were | put that having been used for the purpose of calling in = du ed : 
Ae i wise and right in doing so. The exhibition of compulsory power, ar- | off the outstanding bonds at the high rate of interest that chee. ( 
ie iS bitrary power by a government over matters touching its credit, has | shall be returned to the Treasury from the proceeds of the - on u 
Phe i 1 never proved of ultimate and permanent value. It has rather sug- | par of the bonds authorized by the Dill, and in the same aaa - 0 
eh eS gested distrust, and lack of confidence in its own credit, that you | of coin. . a SCription ps 
. | ie should pass from our voluntary and free system of government tothe | Therefore it is apparent that should the money market of the worla tl 
} in involuntary and tyrannical; and there is in this compulsory action | continue as favorable as we hope it will, and the placing of the — is 
Pa ea | proposed toward the stockholders of the banks created by act of | be as smoothly and fortunately conducted as we hope it will hae a 
ie pe: Congress an interference with their rights of private contract and | the rate of interest should be practically as low as 3 per cent. the g 
Be, the spirit, if not the letter of their chartered rights, which is dis- | Secretary of the Treasury, under the law relating to these shortJice” g 
eo ip criminating and in my opinion unjust, unwise, and inexpedient. The securities, will be enabled to avail himself of them to the fulles +... t] 
ie a fi real strength of this Government lies at last in the hearts of the peo- | gible advantage. oa ee a 
ey? @ ple of the country, it cannot be created and established by compul-| | have spoken of the equivalency in value of a very long and a; 
ay sory statutes ; and we must and we ought to leave every class of our | short bond, and have given the reasons for it, which I will not aid a 
Heeb 2 citizens, rich and poor in this land, free to deal with their Government repeat. Each bond is specially favored for the purposes of the am p 
ad san it general erm plied wines ccriminetion nal aig, | rower or inveete, the oct of bartoars o invesions bing wha 3 
eh 4 as en Pp ae _ a. tay wi coed ars peg pacar > | variant, some desiring the return of their money punctually and at ) " 
ee | on Finance will be receivable as security for circulation and will be | short date, and others desiring nothing but permanent investment I 
in @ t used as its basis as heretofore provided by law in relation to other in- | and ultimate security. oe 
FF bi ‘ | terest- bearing bonds of the Government. si ; | The bonds we have provided shall be issued in multiples of 850, the t 
} % i I submit to the Senate that it is contrary and derogatory to the Treasury notes in multiples of $10, but. to avoid the detail and expense " 
bikd spirit of the American Government, which is a popular government | of the registration of such minute amounts as $10 the committee sete 0 
; professing to be based on the capacity of the people to govern them- | limited the registration of the Treasury notes to suns not less ths . t 
é selves wisely, that the principle of compulsion for the reception of | $100, " , — | 
: ; the loans of the Government should be forced upon any class of our |" We have differed in judgment with the House as to the amount t b 
Bey: people or for any purpose. You tried it with your legal-tender Treas- | pe allowed for the expense of this refunding transaction. ia the ( 
AB ury notes and declared that they should be receivable in payment of | third section the Secretary of the Treasury is— . 
poy all debts public and private. I here are laws stronger than the laws | Authorized and directed to make suitable rules and regulations to carry this act 
i of Congress. You may possibly drive men out of a business, but they | into effect, and the expense of reparing, issuing, advertising, and disposing of the 
F will conduct it as long as they remain in it by the light of self-inter- | bonds and Treasury notes authorized to be issued shall not exceed one-half of 1 per ] 
Bit est, and compulsion will ever prove futile. Its attempt is a proof of | ©®t- 7 ; s 
; conscious weakness, and its failure will be inevitable and speedy. | The House considered that it could be done for one-quarter of 1 per 
Brig But it will be observed that in section 1 there is a provision for | cent. Ido not know all the reasons that could have induced that judg 
; $300,000,000 of Treasury notes, and I will ‘here remark, by way of | ment; but it is plain that the one-half of 1 per cent. is not prescribed 
; = explanation, that the reason why the word “certificate” has been | to be paid, but it shall “not exceed” the one-half of 1 per cent 
i stricken out of the House bill and the term “ Treasury notes” inter- | Now, there have been few transactions in his management of the 
Tht polated is that the nomenclature of the proposed security may be re- | finances of the country that have redounded so much to the credit of 
St w tained according to existing law. It is a mere matter of phrase- | the present Secretary of the Treasury as his adroit and economical 
eb! i ology. “Treasury note” is the proper phrase to be used instead of | refunding of debt during his administration. He has had from al 
bie ' “ certificate.” We agree with the House that these Treasury notes | sides that kind of recognition of public service that was honorable 
VaR Ba should be a short loan applicable to obvious uses for which long loans , to him and entirely just. 
} ee are not desirable. They are analogous in their uses to what are| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. PENDLETON in the chair.) The 
Sait t termed exchequer bills in the English system. They are payable in | morning hour has expired and the Senate will proceed to the consid- 
FO Ae ten years or at the option of the Government at any time after one | eration of the unfinished business. 
Cie df year. Mr. BAYARD. I move that the pending order be laid aside infor 
ees ts A large class of the heavy business operations conducted in this | mally in order that we may continue the discussion of the funding 
hie 1% country, where capital is amassing itself in such enormous amounts, | Dill. 
he: . requires at times a pause, a non-use, preparatory to the execution of | Mr. JOHNSTON. I do not propose to interfere with the speech ot 
Ph % some extended enterprise. During those periods, to keep money from | the Senator from Delaware; but I desire that the regular order, ) 
LP aps being stagnant, idle, and useless to its possessor, a very low rate of | which is the unfinished business, the cattle bill, be laid before the 1 
ca interest will be accepted upon the consideration that speedy and | Senate and then it can be laid aside informally and the Senator can 
pe: punctual payment awaits the creditor. You have, therefore, the ap- | g0 on. . ; 
he 8 is parent paradox that a bond with a short date of payment will sell| Mr. BAYARD. I cannot agree to the displacement of the business 
ime Sf at a lower rate of interest, although at the same time a bond with a | now before the Senate and therefore I move that the pending order ( 
ae prolonged date of payment will also sell for a lower rate of interest | being now the cattle pleuro-pneumonia bill be temporarily laid aside 1 
Met 3 than a bond intermediate in date of payment to either. The practi-| Mr. HOAR. Isuggest that there be unanimous consent for the Sen- ' 
BBS fe t cal fact is that with the short loan, transactions are contemplated | ator from Delaware to finish his remarks; and then the question of 
x which require punctuality and speedy payment, while for long in- | the order of business, which will require a vote, can be settled. The 
Re ee vestments undisturbed and permanent use of money is desired. | Senator does not care about being interrupted by a call of the yeas 
peor | It is believed that by the discretion given to the Secretary of the | and nays at this moment probably. 
bey Treasury under this bill he may sell these short Treasury loans, paya- | The PRESIDING OFFICER. If that be the unanimous consent o! | 
PE 5 ble in one or ten years, at arate not exceeding 3} per cent. interest, that | the Senate, the Senator from Delaware will proceed. : 
4 gee he will be enabled to dispose of the whole of them, or of a great part |_ Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, it is shown that the expenses of the | 
af { of them, at 3 per cent., and it may be at less than 3 per cent. The | late refunding operations amounted to about three-eighths of | per 
Bs | opportunity is thus given to save even more interest than was pro- | cent., and the tables of similar expenses both in our own history aud 
fe | posed by the House. It may be that the accumulation of capital | in the history of other governments show that such an operation was 
ae if awaiting investment and seeking temporary employment may enable | never before conducted at anything like so low arate. I donot mean 
q the Secretary of the Treasury to sell these 1-10 bonds, or Treasury | to say that there has been nothing gained by experience, or that we 
aa notes, as they are termed by the bill, at less than 3}, less possibly | should continue expensive and ancient methods, or that we should | 
7 than 3 per cent. If so, it will be done. The fact may reasonably be | test the reasonableness of this expense wholly by the past; but I do 
ij B: ; - relied upon that the best will be done under the power to sell at “ not | mean to say that upon examination no candid American will yer 
‘ fe q exceeding ” 34 per cent. that the circumstances of the hour will per- | plain of extravagance in the late accomplishment of refunding. = 
fe mit. | not mean to say that the same rate of three-eighths of 1 per cent. _ ‘ 
tim ae | In section 4 is another feature to which I wish to call attention: | not fully cover the entire expense of carrying this act into effect C on ( 
% | as . 7 
$i * That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized, if in his opinion it shall I do — that for the matter of one cignth ta wr — ba ine ‘ 
{ it | become necessary, to use temporarily not exceeding $50,000,000 of the standard gold | Notto tie the hands of our agents when we compe them to m wise 
ite ki and silver coin in the Treasury in the redemption of the 5 and 6 per cent. bonds of | return to usof every dollar expended, and it would be both an unwise : 
ie ee a the United States authorized to be refunded by the provisions of this act suspicion and an injurious act which would tend to jeopardize in ary 
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a transaction so vast and important as this under the possibility 
ting the cost by withholding one-eighth of 1 per cent. 
‘ have not been able, had I been willing but I would not have been 
‘ne, to consider this great question by the narrow light of party. 
could not be willing to make cheap reputation out of mere party 
: ces in dealing with a question like this, or to gain unthinking 
~vause by suggestions of recklessness, extravagance, or something 
AP. worse than either upon the part of high officials charged with 
veat and important duty to be exercised in the light of public 
nation with returns for every farthing expended under their 
ansibility. For that reason, while desiring every just economy, 
: h easy liberality as tomoneys I am not 


degree 


| restric 








x 
@he 


le not aflecting to deal witl 
iy wyself and being generous with the means of others, I still 
‘+ willing in contemplating the results as are necessarily em- 
1 these immense and important operations to the people of this 


( 


| it as time shall show it is practicable for us to do so, 
| without risk, because the present plan is filled with opportunity for 
| so availing ourselves. { 


ontry of so dealing with a gigantic debt—I am not willing to treat | 


ose who are to be the practical and responsible agents in the ad- 
ment of this matter with undue or unworthy suspicion or I may 
i. to bind them down with undue and improper restrictions. There 
sa proportion to be observed in all things; and we are not bar- 
vers with mere brokers when we place a moderate discretion as to 
hp expense of this great business in the hands of high officials who 

presumably men of self-respect and character. 
if in the future practical conduct of this business there should be 
in the smooth and successful operations of this refunding 
because of the withholding of some small eighth of 1 percent. 
shich being paid would secure success and being withheld would 
strate it, I mean to say that responsibility shall not rest with me 
do [envy the man who shall hereafter feel that it rested with 
For that reason, as faithful counselors and trustees of the in- 


pecan 


| ernment, State or Federal. 


-erests of the American people whom we represent, we may fairly say | 


he Secretary of the Treasury if you shall be able to effect this great 
tion, reducing the rate of our interest and confirming our Gov- 
ment credit at a cost not exceeding one-half of 1 per cent. to that 
mit you may go, Within that limit stand as far as you can, and go 
efore the people of this country as a faithful administrator mindful 
{ the needs and interests of those whom you represent, and take 
vhatever of shame or glory shall come to you from your performance 
f that duty. 
here is another feature proposed by the Senate committee which 
I trust will meet the approval of the Senate. We have, as I say, 
stricken out section 5 as it came from the House, and we have sub- 
ted a new section, numbered 6 in the bill as reported and now 
In that section we have provided: 


Uy 


fore th 
+1¢ I 


re the Senate. 
the bonds authorized by the first section of this act shall be receivable as 
security for the circulation issued to the national banks; and hereafter only bonds 


interest-bearing securities of the United States shall be receivable as 


inder section 5153 of the Revised Statutes 
Section 5153 of the Revised Statutes provides that- 
All national banking associations, designated for that purpose by the Secre- 
f the Treasury, shall be depositaries of public money, except receipts from 
stor inder such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary ; and they 
also be employed as financial agents of the Government; and they shall per 
such reasonable duties, as depositaries of public moneys and financial 
he Government, 2s may be required of them. The Secretary of the 
hall require the associations thus designated to give satisfactory secur- 


gents of t 
vs 


| tpayment of the public money deposited with them, and for the faithful 
pertormance of their duties as financial agents of the Government. 


ler the authority given by the word “ otherwise,” if seems to 


have been the habit to receive mortgages upon the real estate of the 
itutions and other securities in the discretion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The committee thought that it was a good time to put 
anend to that practice and to compel all these depositaries of the 
public money to deliver as collateral security interest-bearing bonds 
and other securities of the United States only ; so that where moneys 
if the United States shall be temporarily deposited with these banks, 
the collateral security which must accompany such deposit shall con- 
sist hereafter only of the interest-bearing securities of the United 
States. 
_ I believe, Mr. President, I have said all that now occurs to me as 
being tithy explanatory of the measure which has been brought into 
the Senate. There may be other features to which my attention may 
be drawn, and as far as my ability permits I shall be glad to explain 
them and give the reasons for my approval of the measure, or leave 
itto my associates upon the committee to make such other and abler 
explanation of the object we have in view as to them may seem proper. 
I cannot close without beseeching the Senate not to lose the pres- 
tnt opportunity for refunding the bonds now redeemable and placing 
the national debt upon a still firmer and more reputable basis, and 
reasonably Within the control of our Government. I believe the time 
n which we live is exceptionally favorable to this. We have seen 
grave disaster, but our people to-day seem as if they believed it never 


hi it 


nst 


could be seen again. There was a large grain of wisdom in the re- | 


mark of the satirist that nothing is certain except the unexpected, 
and now in the flush of hopeful confidence let us provide against the 
“angerous surprises which the future may have in store for us. 
Should there be error in this proposed rate of interest, should the 
estimate of the value of money be too high as reported, we have by 
this bill the option at the end of five years to remedy it, and for 
early one-half the amount to remedy it within twelve months. The 
option of the repayment of the $300,000,000 Treasury notes bearing 


| of contracts, whether it is accomplished under the form of a! 
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interest and payable in one year or ten belongs to the Government, 
and of the $400,000,000 bonds at the end of five years, so that should 
the present current of prosperity continue we can avail ourselves of 
We can do so 


Five years is a short time; it gives the time 
to test the wisdom and expediency of the proposed rate, and then 
comes the opportunity, if we see fit to avail ourselves of it, to fund at 
still lower rates if we find it is then practicable; but the present hour 
has its present duty, and I cannot help feeling that this Congress will 
be derelict in that duty to the American people if the bonds now under 
our control are not funded at the lower rate proposed by the m« 
reported to the Senate. 

Mr. President, I realize the value and importance of refunding out 
loans and thus reducing the annual burdens upon our people, but | 
would be false to my own clear convictions if I did not now and at 
all times reaffirm my belief that it is even more important for us to 
settle our currency upon the bed-rock of stable and intrinsic value 
than even to reduce the rate of interest we pay yearly upon our loans. 
The currency of a country is the life-blood of the country. The cur 
rency of a country enters into and measures every transaction, great 
and small, public as well as private. The violation of the obligation 
legal- 
tender act or in any other way, is dishonest in its principle and is 
filled with danger so long as such a power is conceded to any govern- 
I long to see the true measure of value 


isure 


permanently in use in this country, so that the honest man may be 
enabled faithfully to fulfill his contracts and the knave be prevented 
| from evading them. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will lay before the S« 
the unfinished business. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, before the funding bill is d 


placed by the unfinished business which is now the regular order, I 

should like just now to ask the Senator from Delaware t! 

he declined to answer during the delivery of his speech. 
Mr. BAYARD. I forgot it. 


1@ Queation 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware is still 
| on the floor. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I noticed the Senator omitted to state one 


| thing when he was speaking of English consols and comparing them 


the deposit of United States bonds and otherwise, for the safe-keeping and | 


with a 3 per cent. American bond. He made the statement that they 
were a perpetual bond, [ believe, or something to that effect. 

Mr. BAYARD. I said they were a permanent security. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator did not observe at the time 
there was a difference with respect to taxation between the En 
consols and the American bond. Would that have any effect what- 
ever upon the market value of either bond? In other words, if there 
was a power in the British Government, as there is, by reason of 
another contract with the purchaser or holder of the bond that 
there shall be a rate of taxation, little or much, and if the necessi- 
ties of the British Government were such as to require them to tax 
the bonds to a great extent, would if make any difference whatever 
in the respective value of the bonds ? 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator is right in stating that the English 
Government have always reserved the right to impose an income tax 
upon the interest of their consolidated loans, and I believe as a mat- 
ter of fact there is to-day a tax of sixpence in the pound upon those 
incomes, the rate of which can be easily calculated. The tax is not 
upon the bond, it is upon the income which results. The tax is not 
made per se upon the bond, but there is a tax upon all English incomes 


that 
glish 


| which may be derived from bonds, provided, (and that is a very large 


provision,) an income tax can ever be collected. No fairer tax in 
theory, no more delusive tax in fact, can exist than an income tax. 


| The experience of our own attempt to carry that on is fresh in the 


mind of everybody, and we know how much dishonesty appeared in 
that income tax. But the Senator is right: the income of a British 
subject which is derived from interest upon the consolidated loans of 
that country is the subject of taxation. Thatisthefact. Very little 
of the English loan is held outside of that country. The amount held, 


| for instance, in the United States, I take to be exceedingly small ; 
| but how practically an income could be collected is a very different 


thing. Forall that, the Senator is right in saying there is that differ- 
ence between the bonds of the United States and the bonds of Great 
Britain. In Great Britain income derived from the bonds is not ex- 
empt from taxation, and in the United States, under existing law, it 
is; and therefore there is that reason why the English bonds should 
be less valuable than the United States bonds. 

I would say further to my friend, I do not know that I have the 
tables that would render the computation precise and definite, but I 
believe that a bond in this country having fifty years or sixty years 
to run, or a longer time, approximating permanence according to the 
English theory, and without tax or the possibility of tax, at a lower 
rate of interest than 3 per cent. could be sold, but that is not the 
policy or the intent of the American people. We do not intend that 
this debt shall be permanent, and great sacrifices will be made to pay it 
off and leave us free so that increased taxation shall not be made nec- 
essary. Thatisthe great question. I agree you cannot draw asatisfac- 
tory parallel on all fours between the loans of the British Government 
and the loans of the United States because these features undoubt- 
edly do make a difference between them, yet there is an average rate 
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and return for money which may be estimated, and information in 


regard to which may be given by comparing the current market rates 


of the securities of the two governments. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I confess that I was somewhat surprised to 
hear the statement of the honorable Senator that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had recommended that the Government should issue a 3.65 
per cent. bond; I was also very much surprised when I read the re- 
port of the Finance Committee of the Senate, recommending the 
Government to issue a 3$ per cent. bond, when we are confronted 
every day in the week by every-day financial transactions where the 
4 per cent. bonds of this Government are selling at a price which 
yields scarcely 3 per cent. to the purchaser. 

With respect to the comparison that the Senator has made, com- 
paring the value of an American security, which has a market in 
almost every financial center of the world, with the English bond, 
which is subject to any scheme or rule of taxation which the govern- 
ment may itself adopt, when it is well known also that the English 
Government is in trouble with her own colonies, in trouble in 
India, and in trouble in Ireland, we do not know what English 
bonds may be worth in the future. Comparing the securities of the 
British Government, which have no date fixed for their payment, 
with ‘he bonds of the United States, a Government which has shown 
itself able since the war to pay one-half of the national debt, and 
whose people have passed through trials and sacrifices such as no 
people and no government upon the face of the earth has ever gone 
through to establish credit ; for that committee to come to the Sen- 
ate and recommend that the Government issue a bond, and take by 
taxation upon the industries of the people a half percent. more than 
the market to-day would warrant, is to me very surprising. 

I wish to submit some remarks on this bill at the proper time. If 
the Senator from Virginia wishes to go on with the pleuro-pneumonia 
bill, of course I cannot submit them at present. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I only desired that the cattle-diseases bill shall 
not be displaced as the unfinished business. I am perfectly content 
that the Senator trom New Jersey shall proceed with his remarks. 
Let the pleuro-pneumonia bill be considered as laid aside informally 
and then let the Senator from New Jersey proceed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous consent, the bill (S. 
No. 2097) for the establishment of a bureau of animal industry, and 
for the suppression and prevention of contagious diseases among do- 
mestic animals, is laid aside informally without being displaced. 

Mr. HOAR. What is the unanimous consent asked ? 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unanimous consent is asked to lay 
aside the unfinished business without losing its place, in order that 
the Senator from New Jersey may continue hisdiscussion of the pend- 
ing funding bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. Dol understand that the funding bill has in any 
way been displaced from the consideration of the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The funding bill was displaced when 
the Senator from New Jersey lost the floor. He gave up the floorand 
the pending business is the contagious-diseases bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I had no intention that the funding bill should 
lose its place. It is in the control of the Senate to push that measure 
aside to take up any measure that it pleases; but I sincerely trust 
that it will not doso. If there be any gentleman who desires to ad- 
dress the Senate on this subject and for his convenience a delay 
in the discussion should be desired, I have not a word to say; but I 
do not propose, having brought the bill in here, to have it displaced 
until it is finally disposed of by the Senate. Therefore if the meas- 
ure before the Senate be the pleuro-pneumonia bill represented by 
the Senator from Virginia, I shall move to lay it on the table in order 
to allow the Senator from New Jersey to continue the discussion of 
the funding bill, for which he is prepared. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. There need be no misunderstanding about this 
matter. Yesterday, owing tothe course that businesstook, the pleuro- 
pneumonia bill became the unfinished business, and by a sort of in- 
formal understanding between myself and the Senator from Dela- 
ware his bill was to take precedence before the Senate. I do not 
propose to interfere in the least with the Senator; but inasmuch as 
the pleuro-pneumonia bill is now the unfinished business I wish it to 
be laid aside informally and let the Senator from Delaware, the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey, and anybody else who chooses go on and con- 
sider the funding bill, so that when the funding bill is through the 
pleuro-pneumonia bill may then be the unfinished business and be 
proceeded with. 

Mr. BAYARD. With the understanding that there is to be no an- 
tagonism I withdraw the motion to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Ido not propose to make any antagonism atall; 
but I do not want the pleuro-pneumonia bill displaced. The fund- 
ing bill may proceed, laying aside the other bill informally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The suggestion of the Senator from 
Virginia is that the unfinished business be laid aside informally in 
order that the consideration of the funding bill may be proceeded 
with. 

Mr. HOAR. How did the contagious-diseases bill become the un- 
finished business ? 

Mr. PADDOCK. It came over as the unfinished business of yester- 
day. 

Mr. HOAR. Last night the Senator from Delaware moved that the 
funding bill be taken up. The motion was agreed to. Then the Sen- 


ator from Virginia asked unanimous consent that the funding 
informally laid aside temporarily ; and this is the consent that 1 
given, as stated by the Chair: ov wae 
__ The Senator from Virginia asks that this bill be laid aside temporarily by pn. 
imous consent, and that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the ee 
which he has referred. 46 dill to 

That temporary consent, as I understand it, never goes be 
day when it is made, and having been so made the other bij] 
the unfinished business under the motion of the Senator 
ware, which was adopted by the Senate. If the Chair w 
page 53 of to-day’s RecorD, the middle of the first colur 
perceive what the proceeding was. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I understand the case stands in this way. 7 
pleuro-pneumonia bill is the unfinished business, but I do no: oe 
pose to interfere with the consideration of the funding bil] she as 
that goon; but when the funding bill is through then we are oe 
on with the pleuro-pneumonia bill. 6” 

Mr. BAYARD. The question I think was stated by the Chair di 
tinctly and clearly and under that I understand the funding bill to 
a before the Senate and the Senator from New Jersey entitled to the 

oor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Masga¢), 
setts insist upon the question of order being made ? : 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to have the matter settled. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The REcorD shows that the last }j) 
under consideration yesterday was the pleuro-pneumonia bill, The 
funding bill was not called up and laid before the Senate prior to the 
adjournment as it should have been in order to make it the unfinished 
business. The Chair, therefore, decides that the pleuro-pneumonig 
bill is the unfinished business. If the suggestion of the Senator fro 
Virginia is agreed to by the Senate, the Senator from New Jersey y). 
proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. BAYARD. And the funding bill is now before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The funding bill is before the Sep. 
ate. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Do I understand that that leaves the pleuro- 
pneumonia bill in a situation to be called up at any time? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, it leaves the pleuro-pneumonia 
bill as the unfinished business after the consideration of the funding 
bill shall have been concluded. The bill (H. R. No. 4592) to faeili- 
tate the refunding of the national debt is before the Senate as ij 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, 1 shall not take the time of the 
Senate more than ten or fifteen minutes, because I believe the whole 
question can be stated in that time. 

The object of the proposed legislation is to complete the refunding 
of the national debt. Two hundred and two millions of 6 per cent. 
bonds issued at the beginning of the war are about to mature, and 
four hundred andsixty millionsof five percentsissued underthe refund- 
ing act will become redeemable on the Ist of May next. 

The duty of Congress, to my mind, is very plain, and may be stated 
in half a dozen sentences. 

First, the bond to be issued should bear the lowest possible rate of 
interest under which, considering also the period of time fixed for its 
payment, the Government would receive its par value in exchange 
for it. 

A 3 per cent. interest-bearing bond, having forty years to run, with 
such earlier option on the part of the Government, not less than ten 
years from the date of issue, to pay it, would in my opinion meet 
this requirement, and in a short time command a premium. 

In proof of this we need only point you to the 4 per cent. bonds, 
which were taken as a speculation by a syndicate for a large com- 
mission less than the par value, and are to-day sold in open market 
at such a premium as scarcely makes them a more profitable invest- 
ment than a 3 per cent. bond at par. 

Does it not aiso prove that should Congress authorize a funding loan 
bearing 3} per cent. the bonds so authorized would, after passing into 
the hands of a syndicate, advance in the market to a price at which 
they would not yield over 3 per cent. on the investment, and that it 
would thus be demonstrated that the Government might have saved 
the one-half per cent. per annum which investors and speculators bad 
gained. . 

Were it not for the lingering hope that the predictions so tree.y 
made, which I regret to say have not been dissipated by the Finance 
Committee of the Senate, that a 3} per cent. bond would be offered at 
par, no doubt would now be expressed in respect of the market value 
of a 3 per cent. bond. “s 

With the whole bonded debt under the conditions now exisubg, 
selling so nearly on a 3 per cent. basis, no other arguments beyond 
this simple fact seem to be required to sustain the belief that a » pet 
cent. bond of the United States can be negotiated at par. 

Confronted by this fact the Finance Committee of the Senatereport 
in favor of a 3} per cent. bond and virtually ask the Senate to jos 
in a bear crusade upon the national credit. I read from the report: 

The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue bonds to an amount 
not exceeding $400,000,000, of denominations of $50, or some multiple of that sam 
which shall bear interest at the rate of 3} per cent. per annum payable eemni-anne 
ally, redeemable at the prasente of the United States after five years, and payabie 


twenty years from the date of issne, and also Treasury notes to an amount not = 
ceeding $300,000,000, in denominations of $10 or some multiple of that sum not excee 
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ner annum, payable semi-annually, redeemable at the pleasure of the 
i 


ent te : 
; States after one year and payable in ten years from the date of issue 
vraury note of a less denomination than $100 shall be registered 


; and 


This report, taken in conjunction with the facts heretofore stated, 
me most extraordinary. The four hundred millions of bonds are 
ie pear 3+ per cent. interest, although confronted by the fact, sup- 
tod by every-day transactions, that said bonds could and would 
‘negotiated on much better terms. It is not often the holder of a 
- thir ks better of it than the maker, and this has become so uni- 
areal in practice 2 reversal of the principle was never deemed possi- 


versa 


hie, It seems, however, that axioms in finan ial practice, even uni- 
versal principles which a credulous people believed admitted of no 
ange whatever, may be switched off out of the way at the will and 
; eqsure of a congressional committee. ( utside of those immediately 
‘and directly interested in speculation in bonds—and the number of 


shese is small when compared with the host of actual investors— 
there cannot be found any considerable number of financiers who 
halieve 23 per cent. forty-year bond cannot be negotiated at par. 


These bond speculators, with untiring and unflagging zeal, aided 
nv a subsidized press, seek to influence Congress by appeals to the 
“ars of its members that an unsuccessful attempt to negotiate a3 

bond would wound our credit and practically defeat re- 
How, they do not tell us. Pending action by Congress 
anon this bill these same speculators have even attempted to depress 
she market by a free sale of 4 per cent. bonds as information which 
we uld naturally influence Congress in favor of a higher and against 
4 lower rate of interest; but as the bonds have advanced 2 or 3 per 
ner cent., even under these assaults, it furnishes additional proof 
tl at to adopt the recommendation of the committee and issue a bond 
pearing 34 per cent. interest would be a national folly. 

(he committee further recommend an issue of three hundred mill- 
ons of Treasury notes, bearing interest at a rate not toexceed 34 per 
cent. per annum, redeemable at the option of the Government after 
ne year, and payable in ten years from the date of issue. 

It will be remembered the bonds are to bear interest at the rate of 

per cent. per annum, arbitrarily fixed. Said bonds have twenty 
rears to run, with the reserved option to pay them after five years, 
while the rate of interest borne by the Treasury note shall not exceed 

, per cent., implying that it might be possible to negotiate the notes 

ta lower rate of interest, notwithstanding the Treasury notes have 
only ten years to run, with the option to pay them after one year. 

Here, again, the committee set at defiance all laws which have ever 
governed commerce in finance, by assuming that a short bond, yvield- 
ing to the purchaser at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury at or under the rate of 54 per cent. per annum, could be nego- 
tiated at par, while the long-term, and therefore better, bond, bear- 
ingafixed rate of 34 per cent. per annum, and no less, would not 
command more than the par value. 

Mr. BAYARD. Would it interfere with the Senator if I should 
make an inquiry ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Not at all. 

Mr. BAYARD. Would the Senator desire to be understood as say- 
ing that it is not the fact in financial arrangements thata bond paya- 
ble punctually and promptly at a short date, desirable for a certain 
class of pecuniary arrangements, can be negotiated at a lower rate of 
interest than a bond more prolonged as to its term of operation, and 
that per contra, the bond having the longest term to run, and the more 
permanent for reasonsconnected with its own nature, is also negotiable 
at the lowest rate of interest, so that you have in this an illustration 
of extremes meeting. The short bond upon the payment of which 
punctually absolute reliance can be placed has its uses for certain 
classes of loans and occupations of capital which do not attach to a 
bond having a longer time to run; and a bond having the longest 
time to run, offering a permanent investment, has uses which enable 
it to be negotiated at a low rate of interest which is not known to a 
shorter date bond. Have I made myself clear? 

Mr. McPHERSON. Certainly; I understand the Senator. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is a fact perfectly well ascertained and under- 
stood in the practical dealings of men accustomed to large financial 
operations, that you exchange in one case the desirability of a short 
loan with absolute and punctual repayment for the permanence of 
investment with a long loan, absolutely secure but only ultimately 
secure, 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The absurdity of the proposition upon its face 
i880 apparent that I am really surprised that the Senator confesses 
he has been deceived by it. I will admit the fact that a bond bear- 
ing any rate per cent., even if it be 1 per cent., can be used by specu- 
lators in Wall street profitably, who carry over vast sums of money 
‘rom one day to the other, and any percentage that it bears is an ad- 
vantage to them; but the market for bouds the world over gives the 
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Preference to a long-time bond bearing a fixed rate of interest. If | 


the honorable Senator will place the four hundred million issue of 
bonds that he proposes shall bear 34 per cent. interest in Wall street 
where many ot them will go, perhaps all of them, and in connection 
therewith the $300,000,000 of Treasury notes, with the option of the 
Secretary of the Treasury at any rate under 3} per cent. that he can 
hegotiate them at, I wish to know which of the securities will be 
‘ought first? What difference will it make to a financier or capital- 
ist whether it is a bond having twenty years to run, ora bond having 
ten years to run? He pledges the Government security for a loan, 


Lot 
a call loan if you please, and the quality or value of 
determines the sum the borrower will receiv: 


Mr. BAYARD. If my friend wil 


} 


permit me s » him it 
depends altogether upon the need and uses for which the money is 
designed. If a man awaiting some grand speculation or enterprist 
for which he has accumulated for instance half a million dollars 
wants that money to be repaid to him at the end of a year to 


keep it useful during that year, and if he can buy the short bond 
which is bound to be paid at the end of that time, for a low market 
price, certainly it is an inducement to him to aflix certainty to 
operation and to borrow the money for just the time he wants it; 
whereas, on the other hand, if there be some one seeking a perma 
nent investment for the execution of a long-continued trust he will 
seek that bond which is not to be disturbed by repayment and rei: 
vestment when he does not want it. Therefore the whole questio: 
is answered. It depends upon the objects that the investor has i: 
view. For one purpose a short bond is more valuable to him; for 
another class a long bond is more valuable; and in the mean time the 
fluctuation that may exist upon the long bond woul@ be hurtful to 
the man who wants to use his money but for a year or two years, and 
the certainty of, repayment of value at a fixed rate of interest to the 
man who needs the short loan is secured to him better by the low 
class of bonds. Therefore the whole thing speaks for itself. 

Mr. McPHERSON. A long bond, according to the ad: 
Senator, will serve both purposes. 

Mr. BAYARD. No, because it is subject to fluctuation 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Why can it not subserve both purposes? Sup 
pose the honorable Senator to-day wishes to borrow a million dollars 
upon a million dollars’ worth of 4 per cent. bonds. 
the Government to make that loan. 


ssion of the 


le does rot go to 


He goes into the financial centers 


of the country ; he goes to London, he goes to Wall street. Those 
bonds have a tixed market value for that day’s transaction. He bor 


rows the money from the capitalist ; 
Government. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator is in error— 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Therefore the 4 per cent. or the 54 per cent. 
bonds have a value upon which to loan or to borrow money, just the 
same as the 3 per cent. or the 34 per cent. Treasury note, and at the 
same time they serve the additional purpose of affording an invest 
ment for those who desire a permanent investment. 


he does not borrow it fr 


om the 


Mr. FERRY. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him a mo 
ment ? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FERRY. Does the Senator not recognize the fact that where 


there is a large premium on the bond it must necessarily be subject 
to fluctuation in value? Those who invest in Government securities 
would not be so apt to invest in a long bond ona high premium sub- 
ject to fluctuation as in a bond bearing a low rate of interest 
selling at par. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Iam very much surprised that the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, who I know is a member of the Committee 
on Finance, should propound such a question to me, if he favored 
the report the committee has male to the Senate. ‘To-day the 4 per 
cent. bonds are selling at a premium that yields little more, if any, 
than 3 per cent. tothe purchaser, and liable, of course, to fluctuations, 
and the action of the committee, in effect bearing its own bonds, have 
stimulated fluctuations, 

Mr. FERRY. The 4 per cent. bonds yield 3.30 per cent 

Mr. McPHERSON. Yes, and at the same time the Committee on 
Finance of the United States Senate have reported a bill here to pay 34 
per cent. upon bonds to be issued, and therefore have assisted the 
fluctuation. Had it not been for this action 3 per cent. bonds to 
day could have been sold at a premium in the market, but as long as 
the hope is held out to the purchaser by a Secretary of the Treasury 
and by a committee of this body, charged by the Senate and by the 
people of the country with issuing and giving to capitalists the low- 
est possible rate of interest that our bonds could bear and float then 
at par, then I must 


and 


confess that I am not surprised at tluctuations i 
everything. 

Mr. FERRY. If the Senator will allow me right there he mus 
lose sight of the fact that the Secretary of the Treasury has a discre 
tion. The bill as reported by the Senate Committee on Finance only 
fixes the maximum of interest on the $300,000,000 Treasury notes, and 
gives the Secretary of the Treasury the discretion to place it at the 


lowest rate that is in his judgment practicable under 34 per « 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I will come to that in a moment, I think, 
perhaps, my remarks will cover that point, but I will here state that 
for myself I have no intention of voting the power to gamble with the 
public credit into the hands of any Treasury oflicer, present or pros- 
pective. The value of the bond of the United States;like any othe 
obligation or commodity, can only be determined by the estimate 
the public place upon it when offered in open market. The value of 
a 3 per cent. bond is already fixed at or about par by every-day trans 
actions in the financial world. 

The bonds of the Government are in active demand as an inv 
ment by those who do not wish to participate in the hazards of busi- 
ness or speculation, but without labor or risk give sure return with 
absolute security. 

No other security can be compared to these bonds. Behind them, 
and pledged to their redemption, stand the whole wealth of the 
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nation. Taxation cannot reach them,and if aregistered bond, even the 
thief may be disappointed. They are in demand in all the money 
centers at home and abroad—are wanted by everybody who preters a 
pertectly safe to a speculative investment. [ nless war shall de- 
mand the creation of a new public debt, these bonds will probably 
be the last the Government will ever issue, and as the demand will 
ncrease every where in proportion to the increase of we alth and pop- 
ulation, in like proportion will their market value apprec 1ate. The 
interest we promise and pay isthe tax-payers’ Wages, and why throw 
away one-half per cent. per annum of their hard-earned money ? — 

For Congress now to say, with the light we have, that the discretion 
between a 34 per cent. Treasury note and one bearing a less rate of 
nterest should be lodged with the Secretary of the Treasury is equiv- 
alent to discrediting our own obligation, and virtually foreordains 
and establishes the rate at 64 per cent. 

Why then permit oul bonds to be hawked about the streets subject 


to the whim or caprice of a Treasury Secretary or of the expectant pur- 





chasers, none of whom willinvestin a3 percent. bond while Congress 
prot ms its absurdity by fixing a higher rate 

' Mr. A. S. Hatch, of New York, a distin hed hority, 
savs upon this subject: 

United States Government is nm na position to dictate terms to its cred- 
tol nd to float its public debt at the loy est rate of interest at which any nation 
as « r been able to borrow money. Its credit is unrivaled, and is so recognized 
n ¢ ry financial community on the globe. Its resources and financial vigor, as 
xhibited in the ste reduction in the volume of the public debt and in the rate 































of interest at each successive funding, have excited the attention and elicited the 
admiration « WoO! iVailing itself of this position it e more con- 
sistent with the high credit which the Government has at ed ith its finan- 
past to name its terms for future fi ; ither than 
of interest represented by the price ecurities have 

eached in the market in the face of the conditions above referred 

lo that p: ilar point I would especially call the attention of the 
mel rs of the Finar Committee. Mr. Hatch further sa 

I that the practicability of negotiating a 3 per cent. funding loan at par | 
e] ‘ pon the decision of Congress to make the rate 3 per cent. and 

i that their action in so doing, and in thus removing from the public 
nind all hope « ny higher rate, will of itself determine the result and insure suc- 
cess 1 believe also that, should Congress authorize afunding loan bearing 34 per 
cent., the bonds so authorized would, within six months after the Government had 
oncluded their negotiation, advance in the market toa price at which they would 
not vield over 3 per cent. on the investment, and that it would thus be demon- 
strated that the Government might have saved the one-half per cent. per annum 
which investors and speculators had gained. 

The fact that the 4 per cent. bonds have not yet so ata price at ‘ ch they 
wo not yield over 3 per cent. interest (upon which considerable stress seems to 
¢ laid by those o doubt the ability of the Government to fund at 3 per cent.) 
should not discourage the belief that a3 per cent. loan can be negotiated at par 
wecalse n the first place the princ ipal, if not the sole, reason why the 4 per cent. 
wnds have not already approached more nearly to the price at which they would 

ad lut 3 per cent. 1s, as reviously indicated, for the reason that, the question 
not yet being decided, the hope remains with some that there may yet be 34 per 
ent. bonds offered at par; and, in the second place, because a large proportion of 

tors would prefer to buy a3 per cent. bond at par rather than pay a high 
ium for a bond, even though it would ly yield le more than 3 per 
cent. if held to maturit 

In the cussions whic e taken place in Congress and in the newspapers rel- 
at o the practicab of negotiating a funding loan at 3 per cent juent allu- 
g10n is been ic t at the British consols bearing the same rate of 
nterest have sold at par or over only at occasional periods, and then only for short 
interv: and that they have for the most of the time, for a number of 1 3. sold at 
less than par. From this it has been argued that if the public debt of Great Britain 
cannot be maintained at par the United States Government cannot expect to floatits 
jpercent. bonds at par. In this argument three important facts seem to have been 
ove ok ! Phat the debt of the British Government is steadily increasing, 

that of the United States is diminishing; (2.) That the income from British 


biect to a tax of sixpence in the pound, which reduces the rate of in 
hey pay to about 2.92 per cent., and that there is no restriction to 











e increase of this t at any time atthe will of the government; and 
the market for Lritish consols is limited almost exclusively to Great 
hile the bonds of the United States are bought and held in every civil- 


These considerations ought to more than overcome the 
between par for a United States 3 per cent. bond, with principal and in- 
intaxable, and the average price at which British consols h: 





» been quoted. 
e credit of t United States Government is fully equal, if not superior, 


to that of Great Britain at the present time I think cannot be questione: 





Phe experience of the past has demonstrated that long-time bonds 
are more attractive as an investment than bonds maturing at a shorter 
period, If the bonds were bearing a high rate of interest the option 
as to time of payment would be an important consideration, but 3 
per cent. is the lowest rate at which any nation has gver floated its 
debt; and if it renders the bond more attractive to investors the op- 
tion to pay a few years sooner or later cannot be of much consequence 
to the Government. 

I agree with the House bill tixing the rate at 3 per cent., and shall 
oppose with my vote any bill which proposes in the slightest degree 
to increase the rate above 3 per cent. per annum. I do not agree 
with the House bill or the bill of the Senate committee in respect of 
the time at which the bonds are made redeemable and payable. My 
objection is not born of a belief that a 3 per cent. bond with the 
specified limit of either bill as to time and option could not be nego- 
tiated at par, for lam fully convinced to the contrary; but my ob- 
jection has a broader basis and looks beyond the Government, whose 
financial condition and credit is better than that of any other nation, 
to the tax-ridden people who support it, and who are subjected to 
more onerous and unjust (unjust because unnecessary) burdens than 
any other people upts the earth. 

In my opinion, it is the duty of Congress to fund the debt at the 
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ee 
lowest possible rate of interest; to extend the time for t 
of the bonds to forty years, so that posterity may bear 
though a small share, of the burdens created by the exivge 
war. The present generation have contributed in the 
sacrifice of life it involved its full share of the cost. It has suffe; 
in the waste and destruction always attendant upon civil war ered 
extent never before known in the history of any people, Dies oe 
five years commencing with 1873 and ending with 178, the sufis.. 
by paralysis in business industry from causes contin oy 
war have had no parallel in the annals of the world. 


he Maturity 
a share, al. 
NCles Of the 
tremendon 


gent upon the 
A somew) 


disordered financial system, together with outer causes apparent it 
uncontrollable, forced into bankruptcy tens of thousands of our cite 
zens engaged in legitimate and honorable pursuits, closed the dor, 
of our workshops and factories, and compelled the honest and wi)|i;,, 


laborer to become a tramp and seek bread from door to door, Not. 


withstanding all this, we have paid off more than one-half our y 


debt. A grateful people, speaking through their representatives :» 
Congress, have imposed upon the present generation a pension }ic: 
which in the aggregate is frightful, and the burdens of which cay, 

be shared by posterity because the pensioner will not be alive to re. 
ceive it. 

‘he war for the Union was fought for the benefit of all fytpr, 

| generations, and it would be only equitable for posterity to share the 
expense. 

The money to pay this debt must be drawn from the people by tay. 


ation, and we are annually making drafts upon the people far jn ex. 
cess of the actual needs of the Government. This surplus war taxa 
tion is taken from the reproductive industries, from the wages oy 
working fund of the country, and every dollar thus taken above t] - 
wants of the Government economically and honestly administered. js 
a dollar too much. e 

Let it not be forgotten that there are other taxes bearing heayily 
upon the shoulders of the people. Faults in legislation and admin- 
istration by States and municipalities have been followed by a train 
of evils which will require a degree of prosperity unparalleled in the 
past to enable the people to reform and repair. Unless this be done, 
and speedily, bankruptcy and repudiation will be the final result, 
This is especially true of some of the States of the South whose 
credit is pledged for tens of millions of dollars, the proceeds of which 
have never found its way into their treasury vaults or been applied 


| in such way as to add much to the general wealth and prosperity, Is 


it just,is it wise, under circumstances such as these, and at a time 
when industry at the South cannot pay its local taxes, to impose upor 
the people these unnecessary burdens ? 
Our municipal debt is scarce)y less than the national debt, and hay- 
ing been contracted to a large extent since the war, of necessity bears 
a heavy burden of interest, and, unlike the National Government, but 
few cities have the financial credit to refund their debts at a lower 
rate. The aggregate sum drawn from the people on account of in- 
terest on State and municipal debts is a heavy burden upon them. 
There is not a State in the Union in which the legal rate of interest 
is less than 6 per cent.,and in many of the States where money is 
most needed to aid development 10 per cent. is maintained as the rul- 
ing rate. The agriculturist, manufacturer, and miner are never able 
to borrow, even when money is abundant, at less than the legal rate; 
and wher zapital is sadly needed at the West and South to move the 
wheels of industry, it is proposed to take annually from fifty to 
one hundred millions of the working capital of the country, costing for 
its use at least 10 per cent. per annum, to pay a debt which can b 


| extended indefinitely by the Government at 3 percent. This may 


pass for statesmanship, but it can scarcely be called business wisdom. 
The citizen as a member of the national community, after all his sac- 
rifices in support of the national credit, must pay his own debt bear- 
ing 3 per cent. interest by a mortgage loan upon his property or busi- 


| ness bearing 10 per cent. It is only necessary to state the propositio! 


to demonstate its injustice and absurdity. 

Rapid payment of the public debt, when the Government can bor- 
row at the minimum rate while the citizen is required to pay the 
maximum rate, is an evil and a loss to the citizen whom the Govern- 
ment is bound by every consideration consistent with financial satety 
to encourage and protect. , 

True financial wisdom requires the refunding of the national debt 
in very long bonds at avery low rate of interest. Relieve our oppresse¢ 
citizens from the heavy burden of war taxes in time of peace and 
leave the working capital to fructify in the industries of the peop!e. 
To this end I favor a 10-40 bond bearing interest at the rate of » per 
cent. per annum. 

Mr. KERNAN. I wish to make one or two suggestions in reference 
to some statements made by the Senator who has just taken his seat. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I want to know what the proper business betore 
the Senate is. seer 

Mr. KERNAN. I understand the funding bit] is before the Senate 
by common consent. The chairman of the committee said he had 
full consent to go on. 7 ” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question before the Senate 's 
the consideration of the first amendment reported by the Committee 
on Finance to the funding bill. nt 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. What has become of the cattle bill? That's 
what I want to know. a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous consent of the Senate 
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‘ postponed until after the consideration of the 

ve been ¢ oncluded. = 

“we, WILLIAMS. I understood it 
- pill taken up. i all Srp 

rhe PRESIDING OF FIC ER. The unanimous consent of the Sen- 

ie riven to continuing the consideration of the funding bill 
+ should be concluded, and after that the pleuro-pneumonia 

. to be taken up and acted upon. 

we. KIRKWOOD. I was not in when that was done. 

‘fr, KERNAN. Mr. President, I shall at this time occupy but a very 

aT nutes; and what I w ish to Say 1S In relerence to one or two posi- 
«taken by the Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. McPuErson.] He 
that we ought to fund our debt on a loug loan running forty 
~< Lbave no doubt, from all the information we had before the 

vmmittees that we can fund this debt at 3 per cent. if we make a 


unding bill shall 


was informally laid aside and 


was 





+~.vear bond, possibly at less, but 1 am one of those who oppose 
a ‘oo the time for this debt to anysuch date. I believe it isthe 
se polit y of this Government to keep control of an option over pay- 


+s debt, to have ashort option, and to apply the surplus revenues 
-tinguishment of the debt, for I do not believe a permanent 
1 at 3 percent.isa blessing to thiscountry. If you proposed 
his debt in a thirty-year bond, without the option of taking 
1 twenty-year bond without the option of taking it up be- 
. all my information is that would go at par at 3 per 





C time 





Pot sir. if you do that, you will have your revenues coming into 
rreasury, and, instead of relieving the people from the 3 per cent. 
est which runs up, the money will go elsewhere, and we do not 


s cet what is for the good of the people by owing money rather 
j ie debt. 
anything from what occurred on this bill at t! 


© other 





+ 


have a short option, and be able to pay the debt off as 
»revenue from year to year from twelve months hence 
ithout speaking of that body, which I may not do, I have 
that there is a disposition to yield, and (1 got it not from 
from private sources) that that body may yield and agree 
iigher rate of interest to make a short bond go at par rather 
make a longer bond and put it at a lower rate of interest. I 
uk the gentlemen who entertain that opinion are right. Hence 
s bill keeps that option in the Government. Here we have $300,- 
000 which we can begin to pay as fast as we have a million to 
are from the Treasury twelve months from now, and relieve the 
ople from paying interest on so much for twenty or thirty years, 


os tins 








h runs up to a great sum. 

{cPHERSON. May I ask the Senator a question? 

<ERNAN. Certainly. 

McPHERSON. I wish to know of the Senator from New York 
benefit it will be to the people engaged in all kinds of business 


be forced to borrow money, as they are in their business, at 6 or 7 


t. to pay a debt which the Government can borrow and float 

per cent. ? 
Mr. KERNAN. I will give my answer. I believe it is wiser for an 
lividual to pay his debt even when it is drawing low interest than 
put off the day of payment and get into schemes and speculations 


d 


t 
vill be drawn into if he has that money. 
for a government than for an individual to use its re- 
es to extinguish its debt rather than to put off the day of pay- 
ment and pay a low rate of interest upon a long debt. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Suppose he has no money to pay, and has to 

rrow it at 6 or 7 per cent. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator 
ite another objection to a long bond ? 
Mr. KERNAN. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. It is that as long as we have United States bonds 
this country we shall never get rid of the national banks, and I 
im desirous by every means in my power to end them. 

Mr. KERNAN. I hope Senators will allow me to proceed. 
ist speaking for a brief space. 
_lrepeat, Mr. President, that I believe it is wiser for the people of 
this country that we should go on and pay this $660,000,000 or 
>070,000,000 during the next ten years than to extend that law for 
twenty years at 3 percent. I believe it is better to pay a higher 
‘ate of interest and have the right to extinguish the debt from year 

year as we have the revenue than to perpetuate the debt by any 
ong bond. So believing, I favored keeping the option on $300,000,000 
i this debt in our hands, beginning twelve months hence. I believe 
ir-evenues will enable us to pay it off in a very short time—within 

years. Then we shall have to accumulate money to pay $400,000,000 

{ bonds at 34 per cent., and I think we can extinguish them inside 
t ten years from this time. 

Su, it does not often happen that by putting off the day of pay- 
went of debts by governments the people are relieved from taxation. 
i In favor of paying off this debt at the earliest day and thus re- 
eve the people from taxation, as we should do and as we shall do 
"hen we pay off the debt. 

‘should have been in favor of the House bill if my information led 
ue to believe that we could borrow money on a 3 per cent. 5-20 bond, 
\ bond giving us the right to commence to pay it at our pleasure after 
~*e years continuously. I should have been in favor of a bond at 3 


L believe it is 
winer 


from New York allow me to 


I am 
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per cent. if I had believed we could borrow the money on that bon« 
at par and that it would have remained at par. My information from 
the best sources I had access to was that there was great danger that 
that would fail, and if it failed then we should have to go on paying 
5 and 6 per cent. on bonds that are outstanding and which these are 
issued to pay off. My friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Becx,} wh: 
very accurate, says there would be a difference of over twelve 1 

ion dollars a year in interest between the 34 and the 5 and 

bonds. 

Mr. BECK. Nearly twelve million dollars. 

Mr. KERNAN. Nearly twelve million dollars a year forevery year 
The committee had in view the retaining of the short option whi 
the House inserted in its bill over the $300,000,000 of Treasury notes 
Our bill is that the interest on these Treasury notes, which are r 
deemable after a year from now, shall not exceed 34 per cent. Why) 
do wesay that? Because the information we got is that those notes, 
or a large portion of those notes, can be negotiated at 3 per cent. 01 
less than 34 percent. My friend from New Jersey says that is ab 
surd if the 3 per cent. five-twenties cannot be put out at par. I 
think he is mistaken. I will not use stronger language. Does he 
not know that when men have a security that answers the purposes 
of acall loan they will put their money as they do to-day in New 
York on call at 24 or 3 per cent. when the regular rate is 4, 5, or 6 
per cent. ? 

The action of the committee was based on the information they g 
from various sources. The Secretary of the Treasury ought to be 
authority to some extent with us; he is supposed to have and I be- 
lieve has no interest but the welfare of the Government and to make 
this loan at as low a rate of interest as he can. He says to us that 
in his judgment, if we authorize these Treasury notes, which are to 
be paid after twelve months as we please, he will be able to negotiate 
the whole of them or a large portion of them at 3 per cent., and I doubt 
not he will do it; but lest there be danger of our being compelled to 
go on paying 5 and 6 per cent., we say it shall be not exceeding 34. 
We give him that latitude. What reason did he give forthat? Wh 
reason would any man give? He says: 

As arule, call loans can be put at the lowest rate of interest 
rate can be kept down if payment is to be made within a 
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ot 
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and perhaps the 
year or 80, 

And he says further that he thinks these Treasury notes will answer 
the purpose of investment in the nature of call loans, and that there- 
fore he will be able to negotiate them at 3 percent. There are two 
classes of investors, one class who desire to make an investment which 
shall run a considerable length of time—a permanent investment. 
There is a large amount of capital now, always a large amount of 
capital which men desire to put into a security which they can get 
at par or about par, where they can command the money on it at a 
short day, because they do not want to make a permanent investment. 
It is expected that these notes will answer that purpose, and I can 
see no reason why they will not. We feared 3 per cent. bonds might 
go below par, having some time to run, and if they should go above 
par no man would pay a premiun to invest money in the nature ot a 
call loan. 

Mr. McPHERSON. 
per cent. ? 

Mr. KERNAN. We feared to say that the Secretary should not 
negotiate these Treasury notes at a higher rate than 3 per cent. lest 
he should fail, and we be kept paying the 5 and 6 per cent. on the 
bonds; therefore we have left him discretion, and he gave us! 
opinion. He says that, in his judgment— 


The Senator does not propose to make it a3 
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You can put them on the market only to the extent of the 
convenient use in the nature of call loans 


them for 


demand fot 


The 5-20 bonds will not answer for call loans. Men will not put 
out their money as in call loans by buying four percents, because 
they are a long investment and are at a premium, and a man cannot 
afford to pay a premium on money on call when he wants his money 
perhaps in a few months to use in business. 

Most of the argument made by my friend from New Jersey to-day 
was made to me by an intelligent man, and I doubt not he believed it. 
My objection to him was: ‘ But suppose we fail, my friend, to nego 
tiate at 3, we are paying $12,000,000 a year on the fives and sixes to 
get the money,” and to that he had noanswer. He did answer at first 
when I talked about it with him: “ There is no trouble ; we are 
bound to pay the fives and sixes; itis only an option.” But I say we 
are bound to pay the fives and sixes for the benefit of the people, that 
we may save them $12,000,000 a year, the difference between the in- 
terest af 3} and at 5 and 6 per cent. 

I think this part of the bill isclearly proper. The Secretary of the 
Treasury has expressed the opinion that he will be able to negotiate 
these Treasury notes at 3 per cent. or a little over, and under 34 they 
will be taken by capitalists seeking temporary investments. They 
are to be paid at an early day. On the contrary, his opinion is that 
he will not be able to get the money on $400,000,00U of 5-20 bonds at 
3 per cent. He hoped he might, but he feared he would not. 1 donot 
want to run any risk. The people save interest by paying 3} rather 
than paying 5 or 6 per cent. on the bonds that we have an option to 
take up. 

I think that the Senator from New Jersey makes a mistake—I will 
say nothing more—when he talks in the most scornful way of the 
judgment of the committee as “absurd” and “amazing.” Why, sir, 
they have drawn this bill giving our Secretary the right to put out 
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all the short bonds that are wanted and ‘to begin to pay them off in 
twelve months, and to put them at 3 per cent. if he can, or under that, 
or a little above, but not above 34 per cent. Then the $400,000,000 
of five-twenties we have put at as low a rate of interest as on the in- 
formation we get from official and non-official sources we think it 
would be safe for us to say we could raise the money promptly and 
extinguish the fives and sixes that we are paying heavy rates of in- 
terest on from day to day. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Will the Senator allow me to offer an apology 
right there? 

Mr. KERNAN. Not to me. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. [think the Senator ought to permit me to ex- 
plain. 

Mr. KERNAN. I wii 

Mr. MCPHERSON. ‘The Senator says that I have expressed great 
surprise at the action ot the committee and called their action absurd, 
and so forth, because they had recommended to the Senate to issue a 
34 per cent. bond. So far as I am concerned, no apology should be 
required of me. It is rather the bond market which owes him the 
apology. He is confronted by the fact that in every-day business 
transactions on the street 5 per cent. bonds can be floated at par. 
When I declare the action of the committee absurd, I am simply giv- 
ing street quotations which I think prove the absurdity. It is not 
my expression, it is the expression of the market which challenges 
his statement. 

Mr. KERNAN. The Senator said that the committee was acting 
in a way to depress the credit of our Government. I say we are act- 
ing in a way which will elevate the character of this Government 
and will show that we will not let bonds run at 5 or 6 per cent. even 
until the next session of Congress for the want of a Treasury note 
that can be negotiated at not exceeding 34 per cent., and as much 
less as the Secretary can do it, and for the want of a bond for which 
we allow, if that rate is necessary to get the money, 3} per cent. 

I do not think anything is to be said about Wall street here. I say 
nothing about it. I take all the information I can from it, and my 
information is that probably you can there borrow money on these 
Treasury notes at 3 per cent. from people who want to make invest- 
ments in the nature of call loans, and we can certainly borrow it at 
34, and with the five-twenties promptly extinguish the bonds draw- 
ing 5 and G per cent. interest at once and save interest. That we can 
certainly do at 34, and there is no certainty that we can do it at 3 per 
cent. Asan individual I think I would treat my debt in that way, 
and believing it wise for an individual I know it is much better for 
a government, and therefore Iam in favor of the short option. I 
am against perpetuating this debt if I can borrow money at 2 per 
cent. The business of the Government is to pay its debt and relieve 
the people from taxation, and that I think this bill as reported will 
do, and therefore I am in favor of it. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, I think that perhaps under the 
circumstances it would be proper for me with respect to certain points 
raised by the Senator from New York to say a word. He states in 
his speech that the weight of opinion oninvestigation bythe commit- 
tee was against a 3 percent.bond. I suppose the committee came in 
contact with gentlemen of well-known financial ability and of finan- 
cial strength, gentlemen who had every interest upon earth to have 
this Government issue a bond bearing 34 per cent. interest, because 
that made a better investment for the money that they desired to 
invest in Government bonds, 

Now, sir, it has been my good fortune within the past week to come 
in contact with hundreds of people engaged in large financial enter- 
prises, because I have made it my business for the past three days to 
investigate as fully as I could the sentiment of those who knew bet- 
ter than myself as to whether a 3 per cent. bond could be sold at par 
upon the market, and in no case did I find a single disinterested man 
who did not openly declare that he had no doubt of success in float- 
ing a3 per cent. loan. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should like to ask the Senator if in these investiga- 
tions he has not universally found that class of men say that a bond, 
in order to be negotiated at 3 per cent., should be upon long time, a 
much longer time than proposed by the committee? Do they not 
universally couple the two conditions together ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. The Senator will remember that we have 
neither fixed the rate nor the time. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand that, but the committee make the 
proposition of a higher rate of interest and a shorter time. I have 
made some examination and investigation in the same direction as the 
Senator to whom I am addressing this question ; and I have found the 
same class of men universally say that upon very long time there is 
no doubt a bond could be negotiated at a lower rate of interest, and 
many of them favor it. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. There comes more authority, another Senator 
in opposition to the proposition of the Senator from Delaware. The 
Senator from Delaware proclaims that a certain number of bonds, to 
wit, the so-called Treasury notes which the committee recommend to 
be issued, can be sold to better advantage at a very short time than 
at a long time. I declare that proposition most singular, because the 
long bond can be used for all the purposes that the Treasury note 
can be used for, whereas it can also be used for the other purposes of 
which the Senator from New Hampshire speaks. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


ss 


FEBRUARY 15, 


Mr. EATON. May I ask my friend if he has an 
that a ten-year 3 per cent. bond could be tloated ? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I willsay to the Senator that I h 
of it, and still further, if the financial men with whom 
tact entertained such doubts they would be expressed by then, = 
it is the intention of the Senate of the United States wha = 
perience of the past confronting us, to leave to the nlien ond’ c- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury the power to say whether y, 
shall pay 3+ per cent., if he thought best, then it seems to me we. 
putting in his hands power that we ought not to. I believe Sing 
the Secretary of the Treasury, upon whose shoulders should baw), 

a portion of the responsibility, perhaps I may be allowed ¢, r 
large portion, had so advised, and the Committee on Financ; 
Senate had promptly reported back to the Senate a bil] authoriziz 

the issue of a 3 per cent. bond with a sufficient length of time fi rite 
maturity to make it attractive, whether it be thirty years or fort 
the public mind would have been settled and concluded upon th 
question, and there would have been no*more difficulty iy float mi 
the 3 per cent. bond than there would be in floating one at 9: ,2 
cent. But the expectation has been held ont to the public tha; a: 
per cent. bond would be offered. Why? Because of the fear 7 
nobody would buy a 3 per cent. bond. owe 

The honorable Senator from Delaware further says that if we , 
at the expiration of one year, the time of the option given to the 
Treasury notes, that we can float them at a less rate of interest. yor 
well; we can again renew theseshort bonds. What does that mean’ 
It means 2 new commission to a syndicate ; it means another ha); 
per cent. for the issue of the new bonds; it means another option ty 
the Secretary of the Treasury; it means that the Government ereq;: 
is left entirely in the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury and th it 
we, the agents of the people, whose duty it is to maintain it, hay 
delegated the responsibility to him. 

The honorable Senator from Delaware said that the bond is a box, 
of unity andsecurity. I confess that, and when I submitted the propo- 
sition to the Senate that the bond should have forty years to run | 
did it simply because I thought that posterity should pay a portion of 
the debt; but if it be a bond of unity and security as well, the longe: 
it is extended the better. It should be extended indefinitely upor 
the argument of the Senator. : 

The Senator from New York speaks of the option. He is not i 
favor of having the option extended beyond five or ten years, 

Mr. KERNAN. Beyond five. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. He says five, and that he fears the bond ca: 
not be floated at less than 34 per cent. interest. That is his proposi 
tion. Now I declare the bond can be negotiated at 3 per cent. inter 
est. We will suppose it to be negotiated at 3 per cent. interest. It 
then becomes the lowest interest-bearing bond that any governmen 
hasever negotiated at par. What difference, I submit to the honor 
able Senator, does it make whether the Government has an option o! 
ten years or forty years on a bond which is bearing a lower rate o! 
interest than any government ever paid before in the world? 

Mr. KERNAN. Allow me to answer. Of course if I believed,as 
the Senator says he does, that we could float $400,000,000 at 3 per 
cent., I would go for that; but fearing we cannot,I go for 3} per 
cent. 

Now for the other part of the question; I want to prevent the peo- 
ple being taxed beyond five years. That is the reason I am for tly 
short option. I want to take fifty or sixty or seventy millions of su- 
plus in the Treasury and extinguish that much of the three or three- 
and-a-half percents, whichever is the rate, five years hence and paj 
off the other $300,000,000 before that time. I doso because I think 
that is better for the people. We had better refund the debt, hav- 
ing a right to extinguish it in a few years, than to borrow at a lower 
rate of interest and go on paying a large amount in interest for yea! 
after year, the principal being the same. ; 

Mr. McPHERSON. To state it in other phrase, the honorable Sen- 
ator is in favor of compelling fifty millions of people who have been 
taxed beyond measure and endurance, who have been taxed mort 
than any people on this earth were ever taxed before, who have 
bravely and patriotically stood up and defended the credit of the: 
Government, to pay in five years what posterity ought to pay thirty 
or forty years hence, when we shall have one hundred or perhaps 
hundred and fifty millions of people, with increased development auc 
with increased means to tax. 

Mr. KERNAN. How many years must this 3 per cent. bond ru 
until we shall have paid more than the principal in interest? 

Mr. McPHERSON. I will answer the honorable Senator. I do 00! 
agree with him that the Government option should begin in one yea! 
Let the bonds run forty years with the option to pay beginning 
ten years. I will trust to the intelligence of any Congress that the 
people of this country will send here for the next twenty years 
keep this debt at 3 per cent. and continue to pay 3 per cent. interes, 
so that the business men of the country may keep their capita: 1" 
their enterprises costing a low rate of interest. 
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Mr. KERNAN. Why makea forty-year loan with an option of one 


year, if you are in favor of having a perpetual debt that somebody 
may have cheap capital as you say? Why should you not borro 


for forty years and have no option about it ?~ Why do you want ® 


option if you are not going to exercise it ? 
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Mr, M PHERSON. How can the honorable Senator tell me I am | 
maeeal ts perpetual debt, when I have stated expressly that I was | 
, favor of it? I am not strenuous about the option, as I said 
. [ will leave that to the intelligence of the people for all | 
‘it the people of this country, through their representatives, | 
line to take the working capital out of the country that is | 
‘ a iy the people in their industries to pay a debt which the Gov- | 
ne an borrow at 3 per cent., well and good, they shall have the | 
‘are, J shall not deny them the privilege. 
: Mr. President, there is but one other point that I wish to | 
‘yout. Itis proposed arbitrarily to tix the rate upon the bonds | 
1, per cent., and it is proposed to leave the Treasury note in the | 
cof the Secretary of the Treasury, to gamble with it as he sees fit. | 
fr. KERNAN. ‘To borrow lower if he can. 
st Me PHERSON. I prefer my term, “to gamble with it,’ be- | 


-o there is no limit whatever fixed by the discretion of the com- 
sa or by the judgment of Congress. It is left solely with the 
rotary of the Treasury, only that it be no more than 3} per cent. 
‘hond having a long time to run, with an arbitrary rate fixed at 
vent. no doubt will be a very good investment. That bond, I 


o 
ner et gt 


in thirty days will sell at 5 or 6 per cent. profit to the syndi- | 


A Treasury note the rate of 54 per cent., I have no doubt, 
pe sold at par; but for the life of me I cannot understand that 
1 of financial wisdom that proclaims that the Secretary can sell 
“Treasury note, worth less in the market than the bond, at a lower 
be ‘34 per cent., When an arbitrary rate of 3} per cent. is tixed 
»¢he bond. Would it not be a great deal more consistent to leave 
cha whole thing to the Secretary and his syndicate ? 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise t ire what is the presen 
tus of this bill? the Whole, or to what 


yInGuU 
i 


Are we in Committee of 


is the discussion now being addressed ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is now before the Senate as 
Committee of the Whole. The pending question is upon the first 
endment reported by the Committee on Finance. 


Mr, BROWN. I ask that that amendment be read. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 
The SECRETARY. After the word “ bonds,” in line 15 of section 1 
s proposed to strike out “in the” and insert “ to an.” 
Mr. EATON. Are we now on the verbal amendments proposec 
or from Delaware? 
PRESIDING OFFICER. 


1) 
sted Db) 


Ll by 
Senat 
No; the verbal amendments sug- 
y the Senator from Delaware were all adopted. The pending 
snendment will be again reported. 
fhe SecRETARY. In section 1, line 15, after the word “ bonds,” it 
proposed to strike out “in the ” and insert “ to an;” and after the 
rd “amount,” in the same line, to strike out “ of;” so as to make 
lause read “the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 

) issued bonds to an amount not exceeding $400,000,000,” &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment reported by the Committee on Finance was, | 


ne 16, section 1, after the word “‘ dollars,” to insert “‘of denomina- 
tious of fifty dollars or some multiple of that sum.” 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I should like to have the attention of the chair- 
in of the Committee on Finance a moment in regard to that amend- 
ment. It is to insert “of denominations of fifty dollars or some mul- 
tiple of that sum.” Does not that leave discretionary power with the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue the whole $400,000,000 in any mul- 
tiples of fifty dollars? Does it require him at all to issue small bonds? 
Mr. BAYARD. Bonds in any multiple of $50. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. May he not issue them all in thousand-dollar 
onds and strietly comply with this law ? 
Mr. BAYARD. Oh, yes. 
Was it the purpose of the committee to leave 





Mr. KIRKWOOD. 
hat discretion with Aim ? 

Mr. BAYARD. It was. It means that the smallest bonds shali be 
0, but it does not limit the size of the largest, provided it is some 
wultiple of fifty. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. That leaves it disc retionary with him whether 
he shall issue a fifty-dollar bond or not. 

Mr. BAYARD. I suppose it will be according to the demand of the 
subscriptions, 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. But it isin his power under the language of this 

\ not to issue any bond under a thousand dollars. 

Mr. BAYARD. No, I apprehend it depends entirely on the sub- 
scriptions made for them and the denominations in which tho pur- 
haser desires to have the bonds furnished. 

Mr. INGALLS, He might issue all in one bond. 

Mr, BAYARD. If any purchaser would take it. 

‘Ir. KIRKWOOD. Would it not do to strike out the words “ or 
nemultiple of” and insert “and mult iples of ;” soas to read “denom- 
lations of $50 and multiples of that sum ?”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. Lhave no objection. We simply in this followed 
ie language of the funding pill of 1870, under which there has been 
at ascertainment practically of the meaning of these words; and we 
“ought it was better to follow language which had been acted upon 
an take other which might be open to new construction. That is 
ALi, 

~ KIRKWOOD. Is this the precise language of the act of 1870? 
Mr, BAYARD. That is the language of the act of 1870, and that 
Was the reason why it was adopted. 





did 
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Mr. BECK. I 











not hear distinctly what the chairman of the 
Finance Committee said; but when the b vas before the commi 
tee I made the same objection, and the old lav was turned to. and 
was found that we were now following the language of it. and le 
| it there never was any difficulty in issuing bonds of the varions de 


nominations required 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I will state 
I am strongly in favor of popularizing this loan to as great an ex- 
tent as it can possibly be done. I am satistied that a large portion 
these ild be taken at first hand in many portions of our 
country if an opportunity were offered to the people living in tho 
sections to take them. 


my object in making the i: 


} 


of bonds wot 


Under the practice that has prevailed here 
tofore, they have been taken in immense quantities by syndicates 
who have made a profit in selling them out again to individua 
holders. I think I shall before the bill passes away offer an amend 

hat may look to making it imperative on the Secretary that he 
shall afford to the people in all portions of the country an opportuni 
of subscribing to this loan if they desire. 

Mr. BAYARD. I can understand perfectly well the desirability otf 
result. I think it would be a fortification of the public credit 
should be held in small sums as broadly as possible by the pop- 
ulation of the United States. I have no question of that. As to its 
praticability another question will arise. Wo had some evidence of 
it about two years ago, when $40,000,000 of certificates were sold ii 
sums of $10 and multiples thereof; but bankers and others desiring 
to obtain large amounts employed twenty, thirty, or fifty individ 
uals to come and make subscriptions for them separately and the 
put them altogether. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. T 
places in the country. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to considering the question it 
practicable. The committee did not desire to exclude such a result, 
but they did not see precisely how they could compel it. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I do not say it be done, but I think 
chance ought to be afforded for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
of the Committee on Finance in 
“dollars,” to insert “of d 
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hat is true, but they were only offered in a few 


can the 
The question is on the amendment 
line 16 of section 1, after the word 
enominations of fifty dollars or some mul- 


tiple of that sum.” 

Mr. TELLER. Will it be in order after we have adopted that to 
amend it ? 

Mr. MORRILL. You can add to it. 

Mr. TELLER. It is to be amended now, I1 understand, if it is to 


be amended at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It may be amended in t 

Mr. TELLER. Then I move to amend it now by inserting, unless 
the Senator from Iowa has some amendment prepared—— 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I think if the words “ or some multiple 

ken out and the words “a multiple” inserted, it 
let the Senator from Colorado propose his amendment. 

Mr. TELLER. I move to insert after the word “ of,” in line 16, the 
words “ ten, twenty, and;” so as toread “of denominations of ten, 
twenty, and fifty dollars, or some multiple of that sum.” 

Mr. BAYARD. I will say to the honorable Senator that is redu 
cing theinterest- bearing debt by coupons toan infinitesimal gradation 
and, besides, they are to be registered or coupon. I really think that 
it is carrying the desire to popularize the loan rather far. Fifty dol- 
lars, I think, is about the lowest bond that should be issued. The 
Treasury notes are down to $10; so that that mode of investment 
can suit the class of purchasers the Seuator desires to accommodate 
I think the fifty-dollar bond, if it is 
enough in all reason. 

Mr. TELLER. These are not necessarily a coupon bond ; 
be either registered or coupon. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask the Senator from Colorado if he desires to com 
pel the United States to make payment atits Treasury of the sum of 
seventeen cents, a separate transaction, separate record, which t! 
would do by the semi-annual interest on $10? 

Mr. TELLER. I have not any very great anxiety on this subject 
I believe, however, the true principle is to have the people of thi 
United States hold these bonds as far as it is possible and practica 
ble. There is a class of people who will buy these bonds, and th: 
will buy them in sums of $10 when they have got $10; when t 
have got $10 they will put it ina bond; when they have got $10 mor 
they will put thatin. I do not know whether there will be a great 
number of them. There were $40,000,000 taken of the other bonds 
that were issned in ten-doHarsubscriptions. I know that they passed 
ultimately into the hands of the large capitalists of the country, with 
the exception of about a million, I believe, still held by people i: 
small sums. I do not know but that $10 is a pretty small sum for a 
bond. I do not know but that fifty is right; but it seems to me that 
if it could be done without practical inconvenience it would be we! 
to make these bonds small enough to be used for the purpose of sav 
ing money instead of putting it in the savings-banks. There has 
been in the last few years a great deal of money lost to the deposi 
tors in savings-banks, and $10 is a large sum in many of the savings 
banks to be deposited at one time. 

I think myself that in dealing with these questions it would be a 
very good idea to keep in mind that some of the a in this coun- 
try do not count their money by millions. Ithink the legislation has 
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generally proceeded in this country on thie theory that the people of 
ordinary means would not touch these securities. I think that a great 
number of them would, and of the many millions of dollars that are 
held by savings-banks a great deal would be put, if the opportunity 
were offered, into this kind of securities. It is true the holder might 
only draw seventeen cents interest semi-annually if he only had $10; 
and it might be a practical inconvenience for the Government to pay 
such a small sum; and yet I do not know that that is any reason we 
should try to aggregate all this character of securities in the hands of 
a few men. 

I believe I will let the Senate vote on the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Colorado [ Mr. TELLER] to the amendment of the 
Committee on Finance. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment proposed by the Committee on Finance to line 16. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in line 18 
of section 1, after the word “three,” to insert “and one-half,” so as 


| some bill. 


to read “ which shall bear interest at the rate of three and one-half | 


per cent. per annum,” &c. 
' Mr. MCPHERSON. I hope that amendment will not be agreed to, 
and I call for the yeas and nays on the question. 
Mr. VOORHEES. I desire to say a single word. 
tion to enter into an elaborate discussion of this measure. 


I have no inten- 
While it 


was considered in the Finance Committee, I labored faithfully to | 


make the bill as good asI could. I tried to better it rather than de- 
feat it. At the time it was under consideration there two or three 


weeks ago, I was impressed with the belief that a three-and-a-half | 


bond was necessary. I have had much information on the subject 
since, which I had not at that time, and I have so far modified my 


opinion as to reach the conclusion that I shall vote against this amend- | 


ment of the committee. 


The committee is not surprised at my posi- | 


tion. I reserved the right at all times to vote against any amend- | 


ment to the bill if I saw iit to do so. 
ceive in the interest of the people, vote for a3 per cent. bond. I 
believe from information which has reached me from most reliable 
sources and from the heaviest business men, and if I can use the ex- 
pression moneyed men, that the bonds can be floated at that rate. I 
shall vote accordingly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator from Indiana for what 
time a 3 per cent. bond can be tloated ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. The time mentioned in the bill as it came from 
the House, 5-10, though I make no particular objection to the exten- 
sion of the time for the maturity of the bond, because the option 
is the value to the Government. The redeemability of the bond at 
iive years is the value to the Government so far as time is concerned. 

Mr. EATON. I shall detain the Senate but a moment. My own 
mpression is, from conversation with financiers of great ability and 
men of great wealth, that a 3 per cent. 10-30 bond can be floated with 
ease. I have "o doubt of it any more than I had previous to the last 
funding operation that a 3.30 or a 34 per cent. bond could have been 
floated then. 

Mr. BAYARD. A thirty-year bond? 

Mr. EATON. Aithirty-yearbond. I donot believe a5-10-year bond 
can be floated at all at 3 percent. I thought before that a 34 per 
cent. bond was all that the Government ought to issue. 
tary of the Treasury thought a4} per cent. bond only could be floated; 
but we compromised on 4. I have been sorry ever since that I com- 
promised on 4. There is no question now but what the bonds could 
have been floated at 34 with perfect ease at that time. 

I wes very much struck with the argument of the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, the honorable Senator from Delaware. I 
think it very important that we should pass a bill, and I shall vote 
for this bill as it comes from the committee, if it cannot be changed. 
I think it ought to be changed, and therefore I shall endeavor to 
change it. Lest I might be mistaken that a3 per cent. bond could 
be tloated, I would be perfectly willing to say “ an interest at the rate 
of 34 per cent.;” and that makes a difference of a good many hundred 
thousand dollars annually. 

Now, can my friend from Delaware, with his means of information, 
(which are certainly greater than mine, being placed as he is as chair- 
man of the Finance Committee in connection with the business men 
of the country to a greater extent than I,) entertain any doubt but 
what a bond could be tloated at an interest of 3} per cent.? Is there 
any business man on the tloor who doubts it? If it can be done, it 
ought to be done. I have no doubt whatever, from all the informa- 
tion I can gain, that a 10-30 bond at 3 per cent. can be floated and be 
worth par. 

Now, the question is, and that is a matter of argument, whether a 


Consequently I shall, as I con- | 


The Secre- | 





' eyed interests of the country. 





all the circumstances, with the condition of the credit of the con; 
to-day, he cannot accept that amendment. I am very frank Untry 
to him that I shall vote for this bill with the 31 per cent es an 
cannot get it better, for it is important that we should cemeaten 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, in reply to the interrogatory of +) 
honorable Senator from Connecticut, I will only say that the). 
guage reported to the Senate by the amendment of tie commit, ~~ 
the result of the best judgment they could form of what it wa. 
visable for the Government to do under the circumstances 
conscientiously advise the Senate to accept the proposition o¢ 4) 
committee, but I cannot advise them to accept the amendinen: .. 
gested by my friend from Connecticut. a 

I do not propose to repeat any of the arguments which ] ady 
this morning in support of this project of the committee, but ro 
satisfied that there ought not to be experimental legislation ; that = 
owe it to the country and to the importance of the subject before » 
to make this bill a certainty and a success, and I do here deelare +)... 
in my judgment the great weight of that opinion most entitle, +, 
influence is in favor of fixing the rate of interest on these bonds Pr 
not less than 34 per cent. Ido not propose to repeat the reaso) 3] 
have heretofore given for that, I say to my friend from Conneps;, 
because I hope that the amendment which he has suggested 
than moved will not meet the approval of the Senate. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, if we are to fund this debt at al 
I am in favor of funding it at the lowest possible rate and at +), 
shortest possible time. If I had my way, I would do exactly for the 
nation what I would do for myself. I would give my note payabl 
on or before a given day, and before that day arrived pay as much o; 
it as I possibly could. That relates to thetime. As to the rate of ir : 
terest I am perfectly satisfied that the whole of this debt can be easi|y 
floated and kept up at 3 percent. if we were to reverse the option to 
pay at twelve months from date. The national banks could absor) 
the whole of this entire amount; and if you were to put it at 2 per 
cent. or 1 per cent. instead of 34 per cent., they would take the whole 
of it. 

Now, give them 3} per cent., and what does itamountto? It gives 
to the banks 30 per cent. on their capital invested. There is no anal. 
ogy between the consols of Great Britain and the bonds of the 
United States. Those consols are taxed to support the government: 
the bonds of the United States are not taxed, neither the bonds them- 
selves nor the interest, nor the income accruing from them. Then in 
this country these bonds are the basis of the circulating medium. A 
banker takes $100,000 of bonds to the Treasury when he wants to 
extend the capital of his bank, and they give him $90,000 of cireu 
lating money just as good as he paid for the bonds themselves. H 
then is out but $10,000, and at 3 per cent. it brings him 30 per cent. 
per annum. Does any man doubt that the banks will take all these 
bonds? They need them all; they must take them all. They must 
take them at 1 per cent. as well as at 34. Why should you pay 3: 
per cent.? It isa bonus to the banks; if is a bounty to the capita! 
of the country. Gentlemen may talk about subsidies and bounties 
but here is a subsidy or a bounty that we are proposing to the mon- 
Why, sir, there is in the city of New 
York alone capital enough to absorb this $650,000,000. There is a de- 
mand around the bourse in New York for cash every day absolutely 
sufficient to absorb the whole of this $650,000,000 if the banks do not 
take a dollar of it. Does any man doubt that? Why, look at the 
clearances every week in New York at the clearing-houses ; in a sin- 
gle week they amount to more than the whole of the bonds that we 
propose to put on the market. Can they have any better security for 
the short loans that they need for their speculations, for use at the 
exchanges, for the purchase and sale of stocks, than these bonds! 
And can you doubt that they will be readily taken in a week! My 
word for it they will all be taken in a single week. There will not 
be a bond on the market one week after we pass the law and arrange 
ments are made to issue them. 

I am opposed to the whole scheme of extending this debt of the 
country. I think what is good policy for the father of a family is 
good policy for the nation. If I believed I was about to die the tirst 
thing I would do would be to leave my estate so that my children 
could get it; I would want to leave it clear to my children, without 
a debt upon it, without a mortgage upon it; and as a Senator ol the 
United States legislating for my posterity and your posterity and 


as ad 


I Can 


anced 


tinns 
Cluich 


rather 


| future generations, I would be glad to do as much of the work as pos- 


sible to pay off the whole of the debt while I live, and I hope to see 
it paid, and I believe I shall see it paid before I die. We shall have 
a surplus in the Treasury of more than $110,000,000 next year; we 
shall have more than that the year after, and in ten years from (- 
day, if the same economical policy is pursued that is now being pur- 


| sued, we shall have a surplus revenue to apply upon the debt of more 


5-20 bond is not better for the tax-payer at 34 per cent. than a 10-30 


at J. There is room for argument; it 1s not entirely a one-sided ques- 
tion. One is 3 per cent. and the other 34; but at the end of five years 
instead of ten years, if the Government is in funds, there might be 


called in $100,000,000, and then the entire interest on that $100,000,000 | 


would cease, and the people would not have to be taxed in order to 
meet that demand. Therefore it is a matter of fair argument. I 
should be willing to compromise by calling it 3} per cent., and I hope 
the Senate will adopt that. lask my friend from Delaware if, under 


than $200,000,000 a year. oe 

Therefore, sir, I am opposed to this amendment adding one-halt pet 
cent. to the rate of interest fixed in the House bill. Suppose we do 
not negotiate this bond, what harm will be done? Suppose the banks 
refuse—but they will not refuse—we can just issue Treasury notes - 
pay off the whole and take their circulation, cancel their bonds, an¢ 
save the country $400,000,000, That is what we can do. Give to 


these bonds and give to these Treasury certificates that you issue the 
power of paying duties at the custom-honse, and they will be at 
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‘Who doubts that? : 
| iq not rise to make a speech, but just to enter my solemn pro- 
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1 made them receivable at the custom-house for public 
What Senator on this floor doubts that? 
+ avainst the pending amendment. I will vote against this increase 
ye interest. I will vote for the bill as it came from the House. 
, something to say upon another amendment as to the fifth 








hat’ 


hut I care not to say more on this now. Iam for the shortest 
d the lowest possible rate of interest suggested, because I am 


satisfied, not only from my own opinion and judgment, 
fae that of the ablest bankers in the United States, that these 
will reatly sought after and caught up in less than a fort- 
+ after we shall have passed this bill. 
EATON. Mr. President, one word fell from my friend from 
jaware which I did not like to hear, and regret that he used. In 
oki 1y amendment he used the language “experimental legis- 
» civing it a great deal of emphasis. He said he was opposed 
-nerimental legislation. My friend will not deny himself that the 
vet financiers in the United States assert beyond question that a 
pond can be floated at 5 percent. There is no experiment 
+ it any more than there is about a proposition that a bond can 
ated at 3 per cent. We have not tloated any yet; but it can 
ne. The intelligence of the country knows that it can be done. 
ht not to be called an experimen We know what it is worth. 
1 now what the 4 per cent. bond is worth to-day. 
“Vp, ALLISON. Will my friend allow me to ask him 
Mr. EATON. Certainly. 
Mr. ALLISON. We have now 4} per cent. bonds maturing in about 
rears, At the price of those bonds in New York, is it not 
‘those bonds yield to the investor 3.41 per cent. ? 
Mr, EATON. The 4 per cent. bonds yield 3.15. 
Mr. ALLISON. I am speaking of bonds maturing i: 
s time. 
Mr. EATON. I cannot tell about that, because I have not had my 
‘tention directed to it; but I was told three or four years ago that 
was experimental legislation to issue a 34 per cent. bond, because, 
rsooth, the Secretary of the Treasury said that it was experimental 
vislation to undertake it, and therefore I and others were foolish 
yough to compromise on 4 per cent. 
Now, it is experimental legislation if we put it below 3}, when the 
yer cent. bond to-day is not paying more than 3.15 per cent. to the 
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rehaser, I have no question on this subject, not the slightest in 
the world; and it is not anexperiment. I desire to say to my friend 


rom Delaware that I represent a people who do not desire to experi- 
t either upon the securities or the currency of this country. 
ey are solid men, and it is a solid State, though a small State, de- 
ng good money and good security, and to do everything for the 
Government in good faith. We want no experimental legislation in 
Connecticut, but we desire to float the securities of the United States 
tas low a price as judicious men say is proper; not to experiment ; 
tto put them, as my friend from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIAMS] says, 
where the banks will gobble up the whole issue if you put it at 1 
per cent., or 2, or 24. That would be somewhat of an experiment, 
ind I would not like to try legislation of that character; but I deny 
the propriety of the use of the word “experimental” in connection 
with the amendment which I had the honor to offer. The very con- 
dition of the credit of the country to-day and of its securities to-day 
shows that what I have offered is not an experiment, but an absolute, 
xed fact; and all men who can read can see it. The man who takes 
ip to-day the price of the securities of the United States in Wall 
street, or in Boston, or anywhere else, knows that 34 per cent. is a 
xed fact to-day. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I desire to express my sincere regret 
hat the sensibilities of my friend from Connecticut have been in 
ily way aroused by the use of the term “ experimental” as applied 
he proposed rate of interest in this bill. I certainly hadno design 
to suggest that he meant to apply dangerous experiments upon the 

nancial interests of the country; and if he supposes or if any one 
else can suppose that the phrase would bearthat construction, I would 
most unhesitatingly withdraw it, for nothing was further from my 
nind than to speak with disrespect or suggest the faintest doubt of 
the judicious and solid character of my friend’s intention toward the 
tedit of his country. Let me explain what I meant. 

Here is a question of opinion, in many respects as yet unsolved by 
tact. The two branches of the same body to whom this question is 
it present committed for deliberation, have an apparent difference as 
to the rate of interest. One thinks that 3 per cent. isthe proper and 
just rate which this Government should pay upon its loans; the other 
thinks it would be impracticable, that it would be experimental, in 
4 degree dangerous to the welfare of the country, to attempt without 
‘ueceeding to float a loan at that rate, and therefore suggests a 
higher rate. If one class of opinion considers that the 3 per cent. 
= be a success ergo it must consider that 34 will be still more so. 
The greater includes the less, and therefore both parties would agree 
that the most feasible and practical way is to try 3} per cent. I 
‘ssume that to be certainly admitted. That isall I meant, that there 
Was a rate which was agreed upon which no one considered experi- 
mental, but all agreed could be a success. I meant to contradistin- 
a that accepted proposition upon all sides to the suggestion that 
‘he loan could be floated at a lower rate. That was all I meant. 
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least degree upon the judgment, much less upon the integrity of my 


honorable friend from Connecticut; and I am sorry he should have 
ever conceived for an instant that anything I said was capable of 
that construction. 

I will only repeat here that as we are dealing yet with the 
known, and almost with the untried, the road of safety is the road of 
certainty. We know, as near as we may know anything in the fut 
ure, that this loan is practicable at the rate reported by the Senat: 


Committee on Finance. We know the benetit and advantage to the 
country of the reduction to that point. We know as well as we may 
know anything that that which we propose is practicable. We d 
not know that a less rate would be so, and there is a great body of 
opinion, to which my judgment has yielded, that it is not practi 
ble at a lower rate than that named by the committee. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Then am I to understand the Senator from De 
aware to mean that if we were to put the rate at 4 per cent. 
cess of the scheme would be absolutely certain ? 

Mr. BAYARD. It is not necessary to reduce this thin 
surdity, Mr. President. I am only i 
rying to do so respectfully. 

Mr. VEST. A very brief word, sir. If I understand the chai 
of the Committee on Finance, he supposes the idea of self-interest 
control inthis matter. Now I say the 4 per cent. bonds of the Govern- 
ment payable in 1907 are worth 113; or 1134. I would like to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance what is the difference in the 
market value of 4 per cent. bonds at 1134 and a3 per cent. bond of 
the Government at par? I undertake to say that if the calculation 
is made, there is hardly a shadow of difference in the monetary value 
of the two bonds. 

What is it that gives value securities of the Government 
First, the certainty of payment; second, the exemption from taxa- 
tion ; third, the fact, the overwhelming fact, that these bonds are the 
basis for the circulation of the country. Is there a man who believes 
that you can legislate out of existence, except by destruction of their 
charters, the United States national banks 

Now, sir, these 3 per cent. bonds have all the essential requisites 
of the four percents. They have the Government guaranteeing their 
payment; they are exempt from taxation, and they can be made 
the basis for the circulation of the national banks, and, as I said 
before, in that last distinction is the great value of the United States 
bonds. The chairman of the Finance Committee tells us that it is not 
the amount of money in the Treasury to be used for redemption that 
gives value to these bonds, but it is the credit of the Government. The 
credit of the Government is as much pledged to the payment of the 
three percents as of the four percents. Asthe Senator from Kentucky 
has told us, here is a national bank with $100,000 capital; they take 
from the Gavernment 3 per cent. bonds; they also receive from the 
Government $90,000 in national-bank notes: they loan the 890,000 in 
national-bank notes, as they doin my State and throughout the West, 
for 10 per cent., payable in advance, amounting to 10.62 per cent. 
every year, and they receive for the $10,000 capital not put in the form 
of notes in this way $3,000 interest per annum, or 30 per cent. No mot 
tal man ever invented a scheme which gave more to capital and less to 
the people. I have done as much hard fighting against that organ 
ization as any member on this floor. I fought them and their allies 
in the republican party of the State of Missouri last fall. I have 
always been the constant and persistent enemy to many of the dogmas 
of the greenback party in the United States, but I stand here to-day 
to assert that this bill reported by this committee is giving a subsidy 
of 1 per cent. to the national banks of the United States. They are 
the parties who are to derive protit from it. It will not be sixty days 
after the issue of these bonds before the national banks will absorb 
them and reap a harvest from them. 

I cannot vote for this amendment of the Committee on Finance ; 
I cannot vote for this bill. I do not propose to give my sanction to 
a bill which increases by one-half of 1 per cent. the interest upon 
these bonds to go into the hands of the capitalists of the United 
States. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, while the honorable Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. VEST] was asking his question, my friend from Ter 
nessee on my right | Mr. BAILEY] made a computation of what is the 
return to the investor on the purchase to-day of the 4 percent. bonds 
of the United States at 113. The return will be found to be 3.54 per 
cent. That is the return on the market value to-day—3.6 Chat 
the calenlation and it is snbject to any gentleman’s criticism. 

Mr. PLUMB. Will the Senator permit me 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. PLUMB. Iask himand the Senator who made the calculation 
if he counts the loss of the premium at the expiration of the term of 
the bonds, or only the rate on the present principal? 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam not sorry the honorable Senator has asked that 
question, because the loss of that premium of 15 per cent. is spread 
over thirty years, which my honorable friend from Missouri has ap 
parently entirely forgotten. The question of your capacity to float 
a loan depends, of course, in some degree, upon the permanence of 
that loan. It was that which I endeavored to show in comparison 
with the loans of first-class European commercial nations, that there 
the rate of income to the investor at the current market prices of those 
securities was much higher than that proposed by the Senate Com- 
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mittee on Finance in the measure now before Congress. The French 
rentes which are interminable except at the pleasure of the govern- 
ment are selling to-day, the 3 per cent. rentes, at 64 and a fraction, 
paying thereby between 5 and 6 per cent. to the investor, and the 
management of French finance has been in the last seventy years a 
matter of common admiration by all engaged in the study of that 
science, 

But here the honorable Senator from Missouri asks how can you 
refuse to issue your bonds at 3 per cent. payable in thirty years. The 
terms of the 4 per cent. bonds of the United States were, in the law 
before me, that “after thirty years from the date of their issue” they 
were to be paid, but not betore. Therefore if you will substitute for 
the policy of prompt and rapid extinguishment as fast as practicable 
of the public debt, the doctrine that a permanent public debt is not 
a permanent injury, unquestionably by stretching your operation over 
along space of time you can negotiate at a lower rate of interest. 
There is no doubt about that. But between the two Houses it has 
not been a question only of the rate of interest per annum, but it has 
been a question as to the length of the time of the obligation. This 
bill as it came to us, the Senate will see, provided for paying the 
£400,000,000 of bonds at the pleasure of the United States after five 
years and payable in ten years; 5-10 was the term, at 3 per cent., 5-20 
s the term proposed by the Senate Committee on Finance at 3} per 
ent. The four percents, whose premium has been stated here by the 
honorable Senator from Missouri with entire accuracy at about thir- 
teen, the Government has no option to redeem whatever may be the 
favorable condition of which it may seek to avail itself. He is even 
leaving out of his calculation, I submit to him, one of the most impor- 
tant elements for the diminution of the charge of interest; he is leav- 
ing out of his calculation the permanence of this debt, its perpetuity 
for thirty years. He is dealing to-day in his mind with a bond pay- 
able in five years at the option of the Government, and in twenty 
years absolutely. How can he then discuss this rate without discuss- 
ing at the same time the length of time for which the investment is 
to remain secure and undisturbed ? 

Transmuting your investment in 4 per cent. bonds payable in 1907, 
thirty-year bonds of the United States into their value, you have a 
shade of interest to the investor higher than that proposed by the 
Senate CommitteeonFinanceuponthis bill. Supposing the 13 percent. 
premium to be at this time a fair average and not a high fluctuation 
caused by an abnormal condition of affairs from the pressure of an ap- 
prehended lower-rate bond, for a bond at a lower rate necessarily puts 
a higher price on bonds bearing a higher rate; but leaving that out 
and spreading that 13 per cent. over thirty years, what is the result? 
When you consider the loss of the premium you have paid, at the end 
of that time, you have that which at the utmost is more than equal 
in its return to the investor than the rate of interest proposed by this 
committee. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The 4 per cent. bond to-day has but twenty-six 
years to run, and if you pay $114 to-day for a one-hundred-dollar 
bond the premium is only } per cent. a year. Considering the time 
it will have to run, the premium at 4+ per cent. a year reduces the 
bond to a 34 per cent., to say nothing of the loss of interest on the 
fourteen-dollar premium. My friend from Connecticut has made the 
ealeulation and says it amounts to 3.15 per cent. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator still leaves out of consideration the 
envgth of the bond. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. But the bond has but twenty-six years to run. 

Mr. BAYARD. To an investor the premium, as well as ultimate 
return, is a question to be considered. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, in the very interesting statement 
of the Senator from Delaware this morning I did not gather from 
him how much the United States would need to pay its matured 
obligations during the next six months. I find by referring to the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury that there is redeem- 
able a certain amount in excess of $600,000,000 on the 30th of June, 
Ie81, and on the Ist of May, 1881, but I find nowhere a statement of 
the amount of money we are compelled to raise in order to meet 
obligations that will then mature, and I would like for the purpose 

of information to know exactly what the condition of our accounts 
is, and what it is necessary to have in hand on the 30th of June to 
meet matured obligations. 

Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator will turn to page 10 of the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury he will find the figures. I stated them 
in the opening of the remarks I addressed to the Senate. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator stated how much was redeemable but 
not how much was payable. What I desire to know is, how much 
money we must have in hand on the 30th of June to meet matured 
obligations of the United States. 

Mr. BAYARD. Iunderstand the Senator wants to know how much 
is absolutely due. 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes, sir. Obligations, I mean, that would other- 
wise be dishonored. 

Mr. BAYARD. The statement is this: 

Loan of February, 1261, 6 per cent., payable December 31, 1880, $13,414,000. 

That, I understand, has been paid out of the accruing revenues, 
There then is what is termed the Oregon war debt due the Ist day 
of July, 1881, of $710,500. Then come the debts which are redeem- 
able at the option of the Government and not compulsorily payable, 
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which are the debts we now have under considerati ' 
about six hundred and thirty-six million dollace me “mounting to 
Mr. INGALLS. Then the only amount which is 
ae : r 9 4ich is due and pavay 
within the next current year is about seven hundred and Payable 
sand dollars ? and ten thon. 
Mr. BAYARD. Yes, that is all of it I think. 
Mr. INGALLS. And when is the $600,000,000 due ? 

Mr. BAYARD. I shall have to look back to find the date of +) 
various acts to see when they are compulsorily payable mnt fig 
Mr. INGALLS. It is a very important fact for us to have jn} 
to know when this sum is due. ve 10 hand 
Mr. BAYARD. The public debt statement will show the history 
that. All we are considering in this bill is not whether wa have . 
pay this money before the Ist of July, but whether if we h mer 
opportunity to fund at a lower rate of interest, it is or is fo ~ 
able for that purpose. I will send the Senator the dates of th — 
lute maturity of all these loans. The table I suppose will oe 
ordinary statement of the public debt. I shall have to go anes 
examine the statutes to find the option. ren Sp 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I understand the debts are merely nav; 
3 WV oon Y payable, thay 
is the Government has the option in July to pay them, but thor ;, 
no compulsion, and we can keep them out as long as wo choose, " 
the bonds themselves it is not compulsory on the Government to = 
them at all; it is merely optional with the Government in May pay 
July next on these particular bonds. ems 

Mr. BAYARD. I will say to the honorable Senator from K 
{[Mr. INGALLS,] thatthe funding act of 1870 shows the date 
absolute maturity of the bonds that we propose under our 0 
redeem now. 
_ Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, the question now under consideration 
is the question of the rate of interest which the Government wil] 
pay on its funded debt; and that question is of significance jn two 
ways: First, as affecting directly the Treasury of the United States 
in regard to the amount of the interest, and, second, as affecting the 
rate of interest which the people of the United States shall pay upon 
obligations assumed in their ordinary business transactions. If ] 
approached the consideration of this question with reference only to 
the rate of interest the Government shall pay, I would doubt the ad- 
visability of any funding law at all. As has been developed in the 
colloquy which ensued between my colleague and the Senator from 
Delaware, the Government of the United States does not owe any 
money which is payable during the next year or during any period 
of time within ten years. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Or any period at all under the funding acts, 

Mr. PLUMB. In other words, the Government has got the option 
of carrying the debt now outstanding as long as it chooses at the 
current rates, and it has the right to pay it at any timeit chooses after 
the 1st day of next July. During the years that have elapsed since 
the war closed the Government has paid at the rate of about sixty 
million dollars a year of the public debt. During the flush times 
that immediately followed the war, and during the hard times of 1573, 
and following all the way through, it has paid this yearly average, 

The amount of the debt drawing 5 and 6 per cent. interest, respect- 
ively, now outstanding, and which the Government has the option 
of paying this year, is stated by the Senator from Delaware at 
$637,000,000. Wo have in the Treasury of the United States at least 
$100,000,000 which we can properly and safely apply toward th 
discharge of that debt. We shall have between now and the time 
when the Government has the right to exercise its option at least 
$50,000,000 of excess of revenue that can be applied in the same way. 
If we are going to fund the debt, we need not provide for more than 
$500,000,000 by the issue of new securities to take the place of thos 
two classes of bonds. 

If the amount outstanding after these payments are made is equal 
with respect to the different classes, that is to say,if there ar 
$250,000,000 of 5 per cent. bonds and $250,000,000 of 6 per cent. bonds, 


a0sas, 
Of the 
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ve 


ihe average rate of interest that the Government would contiuue t 
pay would be 5} per cent., and if it continued to pay off the debt at 
the usual average it could discharge the whole $500,000,000 in eigh 
years, making the average rate of interest for that time not over ~, 
percent. Therefore the Government can make money in the sese 
of saving in the payment of interest by paying every year the amoun 
of money which it has heretofore been paying in the discharge 0 
public debt, and not funding it at all. Besides the ability o! 
country to pay now is much above the average of the last sixteen 
years, and during the next ten years we should pay off the debt at 
the rate of $100,000,000 per annum. This, with the payment which 
can be made out of cash idle and unnecessary in the Treasury, would 
discharge the whole of the debt now under consideration in six years 
at the outside. oy 

As I said, if I were to look at the question from the stand-point 0! 
the public Treasury alone, I would say no funding whatever; and I 
do not understand that there is any question of honor or dishonor in- 
volved in the proposition at all. The Government reserved to itsell 
an option, but it did not obligate itself to exercise it. The persons 
who hold these securities will be glad to continue to hold them until 
such time as the Government is willing and able to pay them. “y 
I am in favor of paying this debt if the means can be provided a 


proper rate of interest, because I desire to establish as far as the _, 
ernment can do it a low rate of interest for the purpose of the eliec 

































| have on the rate of interest to be paid between private indi- 
‘We ein their business transactions. 


oe nestion of the rate of interest to be paid in a given transac- 
iy be of little account. If a man is going to buy a piece of 


> which he can turn oft at a large profit within a short period 
»v rate of interest which leaves him a profit he may be able 
hing tO pay; but the great mass of the people of the United 
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: ‘who borrow money at arate of interest which bears hard upon 

ve oa the farmers. Their interest accumulates every day in the 

oir business is done upon the smallest possible margin, it is 

» many contingencies that do not apply to any other busi- 

nd everything which tends to lower the rate of interest upon 

‘m0 on > ges is a matter of very great public interest and of great 
benelit. ; 

eo far, then, as this question may be said to relate to the question 

she rate of interest to be paid by the people at large, and especially 

wg mortgage loans, I would be in favor of funding, provided we 


1} tupon a rate of interest which would be low enough and 
" ‘ omplish the purpose. , : 
vr BECK. Will the Senator from Kansas allow me to ask him 
-tyer he has seen the report of the interview of the Finance Com- 
toa of the Senate and the Secretary of the Treasury, wherein all 
.rgument the Senator is now making about the saving by funding 
| allowing it to run and paying $100,000,000 a year is answered, I 
< very satisfactorily ? Has his attention been called to that ? 
\ir. PLUMB. If the Senator desires, I will yield to have him read it. 
ry. BECK. I merely desired to send it over to the Senator so that 
on cht look at it. 
Mr. PLUMB. I am much obliged to the Senator. 
Now we come to the question as to whether we can negotiate a 
a! at 3 per cent. As the Senator from New Jersey said, it seems a 
le remarkable after the talk about the relative value of a long 
yd short loan to find the committee recommending a bill which fixes 
»e rate on the long loan at 34 per cent. absolutely, while on the short 
an it is provided that the rate shall not exceed 34 per cent.; evi- 
ently an intimation that we may get off the short loan at a lower 
te of interest than 3} per cent. 
js I before said, we shall not need to fund over $500,000,000 in or- 
rto provide fully for all the debt which we have the option to pay 
ring the present year. We shall therefore pay off $650,000,000 by 
e use of surplus funds on hand and the issue of $500,000,000 new 
irities. The money now invested in Government bonds will natu- 
ly seek reinvestment in the same direction; and besides there is a 
nstant accumulation of funds seeking that form of investment. 
do not take a Government bond so much because of the rate of 
terest as because it combines the elements of safety and converti- 
ty which can be found in no other security. I believe that we can 
day float a Government loan under all the circumstances at one- 
per cent. less than the government of Great Britain can. And 
Not because capital is less remunerative in this country than in 
eat Britain, as a rule, but because ours is the only Government 
the world which is cutting down its debt; it is the only Govern- 
nt in the world whose income is steadily increasing ; it is the only 
vernment in the world whose resources are constantly and largely 


re using. 
When a man gets a large sum of money, very much of his concern 


is to take care of it, to make it safe. It is a question with him 
tas to how high a rate of interest he can get on it, but as to how 
ecan best keep safely what he has already acquired. There is no 
of security which approaches in these elements of security and 
ertibility the Government bond, and the amount of money which 
‘obliged to be invested in Government bonds in order to meet the 
nditions I have named is beginning to outrun the opportunity for 
h investment. 
Something has been said about the rates the Government bonds 
ear. My figures differ from those of the Senator from Dela- 
If the premium on the four percents is 14 per cent., as it has 
within the last few days, then the loss of the premium alone 
inug the twenty-six years the bond has to run is over one-half per 
perannum. Then you have the interest on the premium, and 
it cuts it down to 3 per cent. or perhaps a little under 3 per cent. 
% that now the 4 per cent. bonds of the Government at current 
ces are only yielding their holders the rate of interest proposed by 
fouse bill. 


+} 


e 4 per cent. bonds were about to be issued, the question 
vy discussed as to whether a bond bearing so low a rate of in- 
st would float at par. I think then the sentiment of men who 
te supposed to be posted, including the Secretary of the Treasury, 
is emphatically expressed to the effect that the 4 per cent. bonds 
‘not be sold at par as the sentiment is now expressed that a 3 
ent. bond cannot be sold at par. Rates of interest were as high 
)roportion then as now, and the discussion proceeded upon the 
sis Of that rate as it does now, and also, as now, upon the expres- 
by capitalists that the loan could not be floated; but it did 
‘teasily and is now at a great premium, and the experience of 
‘me will be repeated if opportunity is given. It will again be 


s (le 


‘ound not to be so much a question of what investors are willing to 
) ¢ 48 to what the Government will pay. This determination by 
“eGovernment as to what it would pay was then potential, because 


ot > > . 7 . . : 
“ered the only kind of security which answered a certain pur- 
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pose, and the determination of the Government now to pay but 3 per 


| cent. will prove equally conclusive, for the debt has meanwhile dimin 


ished, while the money necessarily seeking that kind of investment 
has largely increased. 
The conditions here are different from those existing elsewhere. 


The debts of all other countries are increasing, at least none are con- 
g I n 


siderably diminishing. The opportunities for investment in the obli 


gations of other governments are not diminished ; they are the same 
from day to day ; they do not need to be sought after to be had. A 
man in London, or in the financial centers of the continent, does not 
hesitate to sell a government obligation if present opportunity exists 
for a more favorable investment, even if temporary in character, for 
he knows that he can buy back the bonds so sold next day or next 
month ; he knows they will not have been paid off; and besides they 
bear such a proportion to the active capital of the countries issuing 
them that they cannot much enhance in price within short periods of 
time. Thereis no parallel in the financial history of any nation to the 
increase of United States securities during the past two years. This 
is not due to the fact that the Government is better able to pay, but 
because the debt has been rapidly diminished. At the rate we are 
now paying off, in twenty years there will not be one dollar of the 
debt left. Therefore the man who hereafter sells a Government bond 
will calculate in fixing the price upon the possibility of his not being 
able to buy another, and especially on the enhanced price he will have 
to pay to replace it on account of the rapid disappearance of the debt. 

It is a debt which was $3,000,000,000 a short time ago; it is nearly 
half less now ; and by the 1st of July next it will be $150,000,000 less 
than it is to-day. Consequently the area, so to speak, of invest- 
ments of this kind is constantly shrinking, while the money that is 
seeking investment of this kind isasconstantlyincreasing. Men say 
they will not do so and so. Very well; the Government does not 
need to have them doso and so. It can say as itdid in regard to the 
four percents: “Three per cent. is all we can afford to pay; if you 
cannot afford to take it, then take the premium off the bonds you now 
hold, because we are going to take them up just as fast as we can re- 
alize the money out of the revenues of the Government to do it,” and 
with that sort of option before the capitalists of this country they 
will take these bonds. The people of the United States mean to pay 
off this debt, steadily but rapidly, so as not to have their tinancial in- 
terests disturbed by its existence, and if there is higgling about the 
rate of interest taxes can readily be imposed in new quarters, which 
will speedily dispose of the question of principal and interest both at 
the same time. 

The certificates that are mentioned here furnish a class of securi- 
ties—if I may call them such—that I would be glad for some purposes 
to have issued. With $500,000,000 as the debt to be paid, I do not 
think the Government will ever need to issue more than $250,000,000 
of 3 per cent. bonds or bonds bearing any other rate of interest. If 
it will issue $250,000,000 of these certificates, every contractor who 
deals with the Government, every man who sits on this floor, every 
man to whom the Government owes an obligation, would be glad to 
take them in discharge of that obligation,and he would pay them 
out as the 7.30 notes were paid out, as the 3 per cent. certificates were 
paid out at a later period. They would go into the hands of the 
grocer, the baker, the butcher, and merchants generally, and by the 
time they have got around to the banks for deposit, at the end of 
thirty or sixty days, they will have an appreciable amount of interest 
due on them; and I think I know enough about banking to know that 
when a banker finds an obligation of that kind floating around, with 
accumulated interest on it, he does not pay it out again, he puts it 
in his vault because of the proiit there is in the transaction. Two 
hundred and fifty million dollars of these certificates would float in 
that way and perform the office of currency while in circulation, and 


| when they once take up their lodging-place they will never leave it 
until the Government calls them in for redemption ; they will market 
themselves without commission. 

The men who hold the $637,000,000 bonds outstanding and which 
it is proposed to redeem want something in their pl vce, and they want 
a Government obligation. It is not credible that if you take up halt 
of them, if we only issue bonds tothe amount of half or less than half 
this amount, those holders will not take them at any rate of interest 


we are willing to give. They have their money invested in G 
Li 


ment bonds as a matter of security, and they will not wholly change 
the form and amount of their investment if they can avoid 
As I said before, the great consideration in all this questi s the 


fact that whatever rate the Government pays the private rates a 
commodate themselves to. A 3 per cent. Government rate means 5 
per cent. on bond and mortgage east of the Mississippi and & maxi- 
mum rate of 6 per cent. west of thatstream. There is one great in- 
terest in this country which has not yet felt what is called the “ busi 
ness boom,” and that is the real estate interest, and especially the 
real estate interest of that great section of the country west of the 
Alleghany Mountains. A low rate of interest means higher prices fot 
land ; it means practically higher prices for the products of the land ; 
it means safer times and better times for the men who cultivate the 
land; and in their interest, if there was no other interest at stake 
we ought to fix this rate of interest as low as it possibly can be fixed, 
in order that they may benefit and not burden from our action. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, we have $637,000,000 that we can 


fund bearing 5 and 6 per cent. interest. The question for us to 
g ] , 
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determine, and it was one that the Finance Committee took into con- 
sideration, is what is the best rate at which we can float a bond. 
The majority of the committee settled upon a 34 per cent. bond. It 
was not a unanimous report; some of us differed. The whole ques- 
tion for us to determine is whether we can with the credit of the 
Government float a 3 per cent. bond. If we can we ought to do it; 
there ought not to be any hesitancy about our attempt to do it. The 
two classes of securities provided for by the bill are, first, the Treas- 
ury notes, running from one to ten years at a rate not exceeding 34 
per cent. These notes will be paid, it is to be presumed, under the 
direction of the Treasury in ten annual installments. Then we have 
the requirements of the sinking fund in addition. 

Mr. BAYARD. May I state to my friend a correction? I under- 
stand that any of those bonds may be payable at the end of five years. 
The Treasury notes may be payable at the end of a single year or in 
ten years at the option of the Government. 

Mr. WALLACE. That only makes it that much the better. We 
have $300,000,000 of notes, then, that we may take up in the first year. 
We have a large amount of pensions to pay, and we have the require- 
ments of the sinking fund to comply with. It seems te me the first 
mistake we make is in providing for the redemption of these bonds 
in tive years. What we want to do is tocommence at the end of ten 
years, having an abundance of our obligations to redeem during 
those ten years in the form of the certificates, in the form of the 
requirements of the sinking fund, and we should commence to redeem 
at the end of ten years. If we make the bond redeemable beginning 
at the end of ten years and payable at the end of forty years, no man 
on the floor of the Senate would doubt that such a bond would float 
at 3 per cent. 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. Why not make them payable at the end of 
thirty years? 

Mr. WALLACE. It is possible to make them payable at the end 
of thirty years, but to be certain of it my view of the case is that we 
ought to make this a3 per cent. loan redeemable at ten years and 
payable at the end of forty years, certainly not longer than forty 
years. Iam as anxions to get rid of this indebtedness as any man 
on the floor of the Senate or as any citizen can be; but why shall we 
deprive ourselves of the advantage of a long option of ten years when 
we have abundance of obligations that mature pending the ten years 
in the form of the Treasury notes and in the form of the requirements 
of the sinking fund? I cannot for my life understand why we should 
deprive ourselves of that option. Hence I was in favor of the idea, 
as I am now, that a 3 per cent. bond redeemable at ten years and 
payable at the end of forty years is the security that we ought to 
make when we issue a bond. 

I agree fully with the conservative views of the Senator from Del- 
aware. He is eminently a safe financier, and I agree fully with the 
view that he takes in regard to what the country should adopt as to 
its future; but we must measure the credit of this country by what 
really exists. When you can go into the markets of New York with 
a Government bond and borrow money at 24 per cent. on that bond 
as collateral—— 

Mr. BAYARD. On call. 

Mr. WALLACE. On call, lagree; but when you can go there with 
that bond and borrow money at that rate of interest, it seems to me 
it is perfectly safe for us to put into the market a bond bearing 3 per 
cent. interest running ten years. We do not want our bonds to stand 
much above par; we want them to stand at par. I agree to no policy 
that wouid drive our bonds below par in the market, but these bonds 
will stand at par and something above it, or I am mistaken, looking 
at the present and the past. 

I simply wished to state my position in regard to the rate of in- 
terest and the length of time these bonds were torun. As to the 
fifth section of the bill, which we shall reach in the future consid- 
eration of this measure, I agree fully with the action of the com- 
mittee. Iam for no coercive measures On any money interest in this 
country. On the contrary, every interest should be free, being en- 
tirely at liberty to take any security of the Federal Government that 
it sees fit to take, and it should not be coerced into the taking of a 
security. This is the only true policy for us. The credit of the Gov- 
ernment is abundantly sufficient to enable us to tloat our indebted- 
ness at the lowest rate known in the world. It seems to me that on 
a careful consideration of the situation we can safely take the risk 
of putting before the country a3 per cent. loan redeemable in ten 
years and payable after forty. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I am a member of the Committee on 
Finance. I have attended its deliberations, and as a member of that 
committee I listened as carefully as I could to all the arguments 
made on all sides of this question, and I confess that I had a good 
deal of difficulty in determining as to what is best. There is a very 
large class of men in the country, men very influential, who are now 
the holders of the 5 and 6 per cent. bonds of the Government, that 
do not want us to pass a funding bill at all, because if they can only 
postpone for a year the passing of any funding bill, they will draw 
out of the Treasury of the United States over $12,000,000 in the shape 
of interest,more even than would be taken out of the Treasury by 
funding the debt at 34 per cent. Of course whatever pretenses they 
make they do not want to lose that $12,000,000 for the next year. 
They are supported also by a number of men associated together as 
national bankers, who are afraid that they are about to be compelled 
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to take 3 per cent. bonds, and they will endeavor to make ; 
cent. bond a failure. ao per 

I have no doubt that persons came before us telling us that 4) 
was no doubt of a 3 per cent. bond being able to be carrie i _ there 
ing that it could be done and they knew it could be done ne ry 
hoped t hat we should put it at that rate in order that they could - 
ita failure and take $12,000,000 out of the Treasury of the 1 
States before Congress should meet again. 7 

Mr. HILL, of Georgia. A million dollars a month? 

Mr. BECK, A million a month. I have no doubt about that 
the same time, while I was apprehensive in that regard, I was 
persuaded by other gentlemen who I believed in good faith werere, 
resenting the facts to us that we could float a3 per cent, bond ore rey 
is just where we had the difliculty, and I desire to state fran] iv h ‘ 
sides of it. They argued with us and they showed us that the pres 
4 per cent. bond of the United States, with a high premium, "eg 
paying a rate of 3} per cent. on the market value, which » 
statement of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. VEST. I think the Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. BECK. The Secretary of the Treasury called it 31 per cent 
and Mr. Hatch, of New York, called it 3} per cent., and nobody .. 
cept the Senator from Missouri has told us differently from that.” yw 
had the statements of these gentlemen before us. This is a note ay. 
pended to one of the tables submitted by the Secretary of the Treasur, 

NOTE —The rate of interest realized to investors in the 4 per cent, | fe 
present prices, on the assumption that the bonds will be pai 
able, is 3} per cent. per annum. 

Mr. VEST. What was the rate in New York then ? 

Mr. BECK. One hundred and thirteen ; about the same as jt j 
The Secretary himself advised us that we could float certainly a e,, 
siderable portion of Treasury notes at 3 per cent. Therefore | di, 
not feel willing to go above 3 per cent. when we were advised by the 
Secretary that we could float at least a large portion of the Treasny 
notes at 3 per cent., and when I saw that the four percents now y 
such a premium that the income from them was down to 3! or 
cent. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. What use could the Secretary expect to make 
of Treasury notes that he could not make of the bonds? 

Mr. BECK. They can be used in a variety of ways in which bonds 
cannot be used. Executors, administrators, trustees, men who wan! 
to make investments for six or eight months, short loans, call loans 
look for a short note such asthe Treasury note proposed, which is fay 
better for all these purposes than a bond which can be called for 
five years. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will the Senator state why ? 

Mr. BECK. Because you can demand the money at once instea 
of letting it lie in the bank and getting nothing for it, and it draws 
3 per cent. 

Mr. HEREFORD. The bond bearing 34 per cent. would ansy 
the same purpose. 

Mr. BECK. You take your chances in the market for selling you 
bond. It may be up or down, and you cannot control it, and you ru 
the risk of the fluctuation. It is obvious, I suppose, to every gentle 
man in the Senate that the short bond, or delivery bond, is better 
than any other up to the amount to which it can be used. It was 
suggested by the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. HEREForD] and 
by my colleague [Mr. WILLIAMS] that these notes should be perhaps 
receivable for customs dues, and other gentlemen seem to think the 
can be so used. That isa mistake. Wecannot receive anything fo 
customs dues that we cannot pay out again as legal-tender, because 
the money that we take in at the custom-house has to be used topa 
off the current expenses of the Government. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. My colleague misunderstood me about the Treas- 
ury certificates. I said that if greenbacks had been made receivab! 
for customs they would have been at par long before they were. 

Mr. BECK. My colleague is right in that; but these certificates 
can only be used as a short loan, and they will therefore be valaabi 
as such. 

It has been said by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Wat! 
my colleague on the committee, that we have ample use for all thi 
bonds that we have got, and that we have no use for any of tes 
bonds for ten years. Thatisa mistake. Senators must not forget that 
we have of the bonds of the United States now $730,000,000 of tou 
percents that run until 1907. That cannot be changed. W e have ni 
right to pay one of them before 1907. These bonds furnish amp/y @ 
the banks want now or ever will want, if they see fit to buy thel 
and hold them. ss 

Mr. HEREFORD. They have got to pay a premium for them 
though. 

Mr. BECK. But they have them in their hands now, and the Set 
ator will observe that they would rather pay that premium than take 
a bond at 3 per cent., perhaps. They have got in their hands nor 
$150,000,000 of these bonds, and they have now of fives and — 
$212,000,000, and would they not prefer to hold on to these fives ant 
sixes for another year, drawing 6 per cent. and 5 per cent. interest 
upon them, rather than take a 3 per cent. bond? bit 

Mr. HEREFORD. If the Senator will allow me to interrupt ot 
has he forgotten that in 1907, according to the rate of increase oa 
population, we shall have a population of 90,000,000 people? bust 
ness will increase; it will not go back. 
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Mr, BECK. I do not know how large a population we shall have 

we We have 50,000,000 now. 
> vears from now, $250,000,000 of 43 per cent. bonds. We have for 
he next ten years at least a thousand million dollars of other bonds 
n those We are now seeking to convert, nearly seven hundred and 
atts million dollars of 4 percent. bonds and $250,000,000 of 44 per cent. 

‘rds: so that no bank is dependent upon any bonds we are now 
i nt to issue to carry on business. rherefore that may as well be 

missed from the calculation. 
rhe n the question is, W hy should we suspend, as the Senator from 
New Jersey desires, as the Senator from Pennsylvania and the Sen- 
‘sor from Connecticut desire, the right to buy any of these bonds for 
sn years? because that is the proposition now. If we have any sur- 
‘oe revenue to use in that way we should have to go into the market 
buy the bonds at any premium that the holders could make us pay 
for them until we have a right to take them in. 

Mr, MCPHERSON. We ought not to have any surplus revenue. 

Mr. BECK. The moment you talk about taking off the duty on 

Iks or pottery or anything New Jersey produces, a howl is raised. 
You cannot get rid of the question in any way except to pay the na- 
onal debt, and then the taxes will come down. We now have to 
nav a tax of GO per cent. on raw silk to build up two or three silk 
mavufactories. I want to pay the debt so that there will be no ne- 
cessity for that. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to call my colleague’s attention to a por- 
tion of the fifth section of the bill, which provides that— 

rrom and after the Ist day of May, 1881, the 3 percent. bonds authorized by the 

-t section of this act shall be the only bonds receivable as security for national. 
hank circulation. 

That is a provision of this bill. 

Mr. BECK. My colleague must understand that all the bonds they 
have now or all the bonds they see fit to buy they will hold in spite 
of this bill. They are not required to give us any bond they may hold. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. But ifthe bill passes as it came from the House, 
not these bonds be the basis of their circulation ? 

r, BECK. All thatis held by the Treasury and now forms a part 
of the securities for our national-bank circulation will still remain. 
There are to be no more new bonds issued after that time except the 
er cent. bonds if that feature of the bill goes into force. That is 
1¢ trouble there. 

The bill provides, you will observe, for the issue of $700,000,000 of 
ponds and certificates. We have $637,000,000 of bonds to be refunded, 
ut we have to take $19,000,000 of surplus revenue, or about that, 
for arrears of pension, and therefore it is safe to call it $650,000,000, 
Ido not quite agree that we should issue $400,000,000 of bonds, be- 
cause we can thus only issue $250,000,000 of certificates, assuming 
$650,000,000 to be the total amount. The whole amount of indebted- 
ness to be provided for being $650,000,000, the proposition is, in order 

make it successful, to authorize the issue of $700,000,000 and to fix 
the number of bonds at $400,000,000, and therefore we reduce the cer- 
tificates down to $250,000,000, making $650,000,000 the total of all. 

It is proposed to make no bond payable for ten years. What then 
have we on hand to which we can apply our surplus revenue to re- 
duceourdebt? Two hundred and fifty million dollars Treasury certifi- 
cates only, while during the last fiscal yearour surplus was $62,000,000. 
Gentlemen now say it will be $100,000,0C0 hereafter. If it does not 
increase, but remains at $60,000,000, in four years that $60,000,000 of 
surplus would pay off every dollar of these Treasury certificates, and 
during the six years that remain before the bonds fall due, if you 
make them ten-forties, or ten-twenties, or ten anythings, you will have 
to go into the market and buy whatever bonds you can buy at any 
price anybody may ask or extort from you, or you must keep the 
money idle in the Treasury. Should the Government of the United 
States put itself in that position? It is not good policy, I think, in 
aman to put his debt in such a shape that he cannot pay it off when 
le has the money to pay it off; so that he has to go into the market 
to buy it at whatever price the man sees fit to charge him forit. So 
ola government. As we have a surplus revenue, as there will be 
only $250,000,000 in the form of Treasury notes or certificates when 
the bil passes, and that is all that we can pay off with our surplus 
Tevenue, Why should we extend it beyond five years in buying up 
bonds or in having occasion to mature them after the expiration of 
ten years? That is wherein I differ, from the Senator from Pennsyl- 
Vania. Jn ten years from this time there will be $250,000,000 of four- 
ind-a-half percents maturing; for such we have to provide. Surely 
it 18 More important for us to reduce the interest on them or pay them 
ol, a8 we have the right to pay them, in 1891, as they are bearing 44 
uterest, than these bonds we are about to issue, whether they bear 
» per cent. or 34 per cent.; and as we have $250,000,000 maturing then 
searing 4} per cent., ought we not to be in a position now to look to 
paying them off and saving the 44 per cent. on that $250,000,000? 

| do not believe in the coercive clause in the fifth section. I agree 
with the Senator from Pennsylvania that we ought not to have any 
debt issued that we coerce anybody to take; but I believe, if we are 
‘ooking to economy and if there is any doubt that we shall be able 
ae : : per cent. bond, we can make it absolutely certain in this 

ay, not b 


tol y requiring the national banks to take no other bond and 
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ing them to take this to increase their business, but by making a 
Provision that all banks which see fit to take the 3 per cent. bonds 
and deposit them as security for their circulation shall have that cir- 


XI——101 


Then we have falling due in 1291, | 





culation at a taxation of one-half of 1 per cent 





, om > t . instead of 1 per cent., 
as they are now paying. That would be a sufiicient inducement to 
all new banks and to many of the present banks to buy these 3 per 


cent. bonds and hold them as security for their cireulation by git 


ving 
them the benefit of having only a tax of one-half of 1 per cent. t ) pay 
upon the circulation based upon the issue of 3 per cent. bonds instead 
ot 1 per cent., as they are now paying. You will thereby make it 


absolutely certain. What would be the effect of that The differ 

ence between 3 and 3} per cent. on $650,000,000 is $3,250,000 a year. 
If $300,000,000 bank circulation be secured by a deposit of 3 per cent. 
bonds, and we surrender the one-half of 1 per cent., that is a million 
and a half that we surrender, and we have the difference between a 
million and a half thus surrendered and the three millions anda 
quarter, the difference between 3 per cent. and 3} per cent., which 
would be a million and three-quarters every year in our pocket, and 
we should have an absolute security that the 3 per cent. loan would 
be taken by giving the banks the benetit of the one-half of 1 percent 

on their circulation if they take the three percents. There is no coer 

cion in that. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. You propose to bribe them to take it 

Mr. BECK. You bribe them no more than you do when you say 
that the bonds last issued shall be first calledin. In order to induce 
men to take the bonds quickly you allow the bonds tirst taken to run 
last. Is that bribing men to take the bonds rapidly? Is it not an 
inducement to men to take the bonds in a fair and legitimate trans- 
action, and give them fair benefits for thus enabling you to save as 
you will at 3 per cent. a year $15,000,000, enough money in the pres- 
ent condition of affairs to pay the Navy of the United States, over 
whose destiny the Senator from New Jersey presides so ably. I be 
lieve we appropriate less than that for the Navy of the United States 
The difference saved is $15,339,000, according to the calculation made 
by the clerk of the committee. Why should we not, if there is any 
trouble about it, give to the banking corporations who take the 3 per 
cent. bonds a reduction of one-half of 1 per cent. or the tax upon the 
circulation based upon them, so as to make it an absolute certainty, 
and by so doing save $15,000,009 a year over the present system? 

Mr. EATON. How much do you lose in taxation ? 

Mr. BECK. A million and a half on the $300,000,000 of paper is- 
sued, on them; and the difference between 3 and 3} per cent. is, as I 
said, $3,250,000, or a saving of $1,750,000 by a 3 per cent. bond over a 
3+ per cent. with this provision. I am looking to see how we can 
surely fund this debt. Nothing is so bad as to do nothing, and I am 
for a 3} per cent. bond., if 3 per cent. will not do. I will have it 3 if 
itis possible tofund the debt at 3; if it is not possible to fund it at 
and we can get any aid from the banks by allowing them a rebate or 
taxing them only one-half of 1 per cent. on circulation if they will 
help us, I will do that as the next best thing. I am not willing to 
lose the opportunity of the present favorable condition of things and 
continue to pay $12,000,000 annually more than need be paid. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Just one word of explanation to my colleague 
I think he and I misunderstand each other ; he is talking about the 
bill as amended by the committee and I am talking about the bill as 
it came from the House. I am for the bill as it came from the House, 
which substitutes the 3 percent. bonds for the fives and sixes the 
banks may have. ‘The interest on the fives and sixes is to cease, and 
therefore the banks will be compelled to take the 3 per cent. bonds or 
lose instead on those they have. That is my reading of it. This is 
the bill as passed by the House which comes to the Senate amended 
by the Finance Committee. 

Mr. BECK. My understanding is that the bonds we seek to refund 
on which interest ceases will not be held by the banks anymore. All 
the fives they now hold will be withdrawn at once; but the fours and 
four-and-a-halfs that they hold before the Ist of May that are not 
called in remain in their hands. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. But look at the fifth section of the House bi 

Sec. 5, From and after the lst day of May, 1881, the 3 per cent. bonds authorized 
by the first section of this act shall be the only bonds receivable as security for na 
tional-bank circulation, or as security for the safe-keeping and prompt payment of 


the public money 


Mr. BECK. After that time, when a new bank seeks a charter, 01 
an old bank an increase of its circulation, the Comptroller of the Cut 
rency shall not receive anything but a3 per cent. bond; but it does 
not affect any of the existing banks or the existing circulation that 
before the lst of May is secured by fours and four-and-a-halfs which 


deposited with such banks 


were not called in and which have been before this received. That 
is the construction of it. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to put a question to the Senator from 


Kentucky in connection with his proposition to remit a portion of the 
tax on circulation. I desire to ask him what inducement there is to 
individuals to invest in these bonds, if there is to be a discrimination 
between the moneyed investor of the country and the private it 
vestors. 

Mr. BECK. There is no inducement held out to the banks to the 
injury of the private investors. They can hold now fours and four-and 
a-halfs. They are holding fives and sixes now, and unless they are 
refunded they will continue to hold them and draw 5 and 6 per cent, 
interest. Now in order to make this a success I said that, rather than 
pay 3} per cent., if I could get the bonds taken at 3 per cent. I would 
give circulation to the banks basing it on these bonds at a tax of one- 
half of 1 per cent. instead of 1 per cent., as at present. 
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Mr.SAULSBURY. lIunderstand the Senator from Kentucky to say 
that he would do that to secure a 3 per cent. instead of a 34 percent. 
bond. 

Mr. BECK. I said that only upon that portion of the national- 
bank circulation which should be secured by the 3 per cent. bonds 
would I do that; on all the circulation secured by 4, 44, 5, and 6 per 
cent. bonds, they should pay the 1 per cent. tax as they now pay it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The Senator from Kentucky proposes that in 


case they will withdraw their four-and-a-halfs and fours as security | 


for their currency, and substitute three-and-a-halfs—— 

Mr. BECK. No; threes. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. This portion of the tax on circulation is to be 
remitted on that account. Then, if they can withdraw the four-and- 
a-half percents, they will go into the market and sell those bonds at 
a premium and get the threes. 

Mr. BECK. The propositions I am suggesting now for the Senate 
to think about for what they are worth are merely thrown out as 
suggestions which I made in committee as to the difficulties I saw in 
each of the propositions, and the efforts I was endeavoring to make 
to see how we could successfully refund the debt and do it on the 
best terms. I shall vote against the rate of 34 per cent. now, hoping 
that as we go through the bill we shall make other amendments that 
will perhaps enable us to fund the bonds at 3. If, however, I cannot 
get that done, and believe when the arguments all close that the bill 
will be a failure unless we make the rate 34 per cent., I shall vote for 
}+ rather than have it fail. 

There are many other things in connection with this bill that I 
might refer to. There are questions connected with the fifth section 
and the restoration of the two sections of the Revised Statutes that 
the House I think very wisely restored. I shall contend, and I think 
I shall show good reasons for so contending, that sections 5159 and 
5160 ought to be restored, and that the Senate Committee on Finance 
made a mistake in striking them out, and that the fourth section of 
the act of 1874, which the committee has restored, ought to be re- 
pealed. I hope to show good reasons for that view; but perhaps it 
is too far in advance now to doit. I only rose for the time being to 
give a reason why I should vote against the 34 per cent. rate and for 
} per cent., reserving the right to go back. 

Now, one word as to what was said by the Senator from Kansas 

Mr. PLUMB] when I called his attention to a statement of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, when he declared that it would be better not 
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to refund at all than torefund at3i per cent., provided w 
” A ° ° 4 si CU We COntinn 
to pay off $60,000,000 of principal a year. On that neliat 0 ne, 
were all given before the committee in tables, and to show tl ae nate 
is no mistake about it, and in order that it may be looked a there 
| morning—for I suppose there will not be a final vote on this t “ me 
I present for insertion in the RECORD an extract from the ot ot 
of the Secretary of the Treasury before the committee: 
I have another table here which I think would be interesting to v; 
an answer to some arguments made in the House. Ido not know th it | = 
erty here to talk of what was done in the House, but I suppose Nee ane ens , 
Mr. KELLEY, with a good deal of ingenuity, endeavored to show oa 
our interest to refund now, but we should, leaving the 5 or 6 per c nt UW 
standing, just go on and pay them from the surplus revenue. In order + : 
tain whether that was practical or not, I had this computation y; “5 st 
made, This shows the amount of interest we would be required to See lid 
and 6 per cent. bonds if they were retired at the rate of $50,000.000 yey ae 
that is what is proposed; and also another column showing the amount ot a 
to be paid on them if retired at the rate of $100,000,000 a year. It shows +)..." 
would pay on 5 and 6 pe: cent. bonds, if they were not refunded, but red seeae 
the rate he proposes of $50,000,000 a year, $232,500,000 in interest, Tf said - 
the rate of $100,000,000 a year, it would be $125,500,000. If these bonds 
| funded at 34 per cent., and redeemed at the rate of $50,000,000 a year wo « 
pay $159,250,000 for interest. ” : 

Senator VOORHEES. At $50,000,000 a year, commencing five years fr 

Secretary SHERMAN. No, from this time on. . 

Senator VOORHEES. Please repeat the last statement. 

Secretary SHERMAN. I say, if you authorize the 34 per cent. bond as Proposed 
case the bill is amended, and apply $50,000,000 annually to redemptions nm eee 
have paid in interest before they are all redeemed $159, 250,000, which is about eich: 
million dollars less than we would pay under Mr. KELLEY’s plan. Butif weredos: 
at the rate of $100,000,000 per annum, we would only pay $87,750,000, or abont fo, 
million dollars less. I suppose his argument, to state it fairly, would be that a 
ought not to issue bonds ‘hat could not be refunded and paid off at the proper t he 
| andin that I agree with him, but we ought to refund, saving the right to reds a } 

short periods. — 

The CHAIRMAN. He has borne in mind nothing but the aggregation of interes: 
That was his theory. , 

Secretary SHERMAN. If the bill is passed as it came from the House, and wi 

| could by a possibility sell those bonds at par, the amount of interest we would ~ 

at 3 per cent., supposing the redemptions to be made at the rate of 50 000 - . 

year, would be $136,500,000, about twenty million dollars of interest less durin the 

whole period than on the scale of 34 per cent. : 

Senator KERNAN. You would save $20,000,000 of interest. 

Secretary SHERMAN. We might save $20,000,000 of interest at 3 per cent.. but at 
the same time in negotiating your bonds, in the delay and procrastination in the 
sale of those bonds, we would very probably lose all or more than we might save 
by the difference. As a matter of course any Secretary would desire to sell bonds 
at 3 per cent., and I think some certificates can be sold at that rate, but it may be 
a serious matter if we fail in this negotiation and have togo back to Congress fo: 

' power to refund at a higher rate. 
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Statement showing interest payments required on threc, three and a half, five, and six per cent, bonds for various periods. 
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Year, s : redeemed at rate of redeemed at rate of redeemed at rate of coke ae ocak at rate of one hur 
re am fifty one hundred mill fifty millions per one hundred mill- atrate of fifty mill- dred millions 
mens per you ions per year.* year. ions per year. a eo year.f 

Qo $34, 500, 000 $34, 500, 000 $22, 750, 000 | 750, 000 $19, 500, 000 $19. 500 
a, 1, 500, 000 28, 500, 000 21, 000, 060 , 000 18, 000, 000 16, 500, 000 
hird . =, 500, 000 ») 500, 000 19, 250, 000 50, 000 | 16, 500, 000 13. 500. O0¢ 
Fourth ...... + 5, 500, 000 7, 500, 000 17, 500, 000 | , 000 15, 000, 000 | 10. 500, 000 
| ROIS 22, 500, 000 | 2, 500, 000 15, 750, 000 | 50, 000 13, 500, 000 7, 500, 000 
Sixth... ; 20, 000, 000 | 500, 000 14, 000, 000 | , 000 | 12, 000, 000 | 3 
Seventh . 17, 500, 000 2, 500, 000 12, 250, 000 | , GOO 10, 500, 000 | l,: 
Eigbth....... », 000, OCD |...... 10, 500, 000 |... eh DM Ii xacsnncane iaiineeiaines 
SN x ccwnabehtn ve PROD Binknes cc scevces Yo, 5 re eee |g eT 
/ A ee ae 7, 000, 000 r EL oo oncain ohaweshe 
Eleventh .. TD on ecw wahs AD Bek nn. cowcdeasssdacuse ial 4, 500, 090 |...... poi a caine 
Cwelftl Shana 5, 000, 000 |... 3, 500,000 }....... ac aasedecaien 3,000, 000 |...... salts abaiel 
Phirteent! 2, 500, 000 | SE Ssatesaduen enw news _" 1, 500, 000 |...... 
} — 
rotal 232, 500, 000 125, 500, 000 159, 250, 000 85, 750, 000 136, 500, 000 73,5 
; | 
* Assuming that the six per cent. bonds would be redeemed first and that the amount of bonds at the beginning was $650,000, 000. 
Only three hundred millions could be redeemed in the first five years under present bill. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Bureau of Topographical Engineers, from the Ist of December, 1>o4, 


Mr. President, this has been a very interesting 
and profitable discussion on both sides and has furnished a great deal 
of food for serious reflection. I think we ought to sleep upon it; but 
before I move to adjourn, I wish to ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to take up and pass, or reject as they may think it right, a bill 
for the relief of a widow, which has been reported here for a long 
time, which involves only $575, which has been reported half a dozen 
times in the two Houses always favorably, that has been here for 
years, and this poor woman is now absolutely sustained by the charity 
of her friends. If this money belongs to her she ought to have it, 
and I ask unanimous consent that the bill may be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont asks 
unanimous consent to take up the bill indicated by him. The bill 
will be read for information. 

Mr. BAYARD. That will lay aside this pending bill temporarily. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly; I merely ask to have it taken up by 
unanimous consent, not disturbing anything. 


WIDOW OF GEORGE W. FLOOD. 


By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No, 2094) for the relief of George 
W. Flood was considered, as in Committee of the Whole. It provides 
for the payment to George W. Flood, for his services asa clerk inthe 


to the 16th of September, 1856, at the rate of the compensation 0! 
salary of a clerk of the first class, after deducting the amonnt ! 
ceived by him for services in the office during that period, the sum 
of $575.50. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. A 
“ George W. Flood” the words “M. J. Flood, widow of.” The | 
man has died pending the pendency of this bill. ace 

The Cu1eF CLERK. It is proposed to amend the Dill in lin 
inserting “‘M. J. Flood, widow of.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the am 
ment was concurred in. : 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, reac t 
third time, and passed. oats 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill for the relief of th 
widuw of George W. Flood.” 

AMENDMENT TO POST-ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. HARRIS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes ; which wa 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and orderee 
to be printed. 


I move to amend by inserting before the words 


4) 
eau 





mh) 








{Rsl. 


a 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED 
Mr. Bl TLER. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Before the orde I to adjou n 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair asks the Senator from 
+h Carolina to withdraw his motion, that the Chair may lay before 
s ais some House bills for reference. 
‘Wr, BUTLER. Certainly. | 5 ' 
Ty.» following joint resolutions from the House of Representatives 
ot llv read twice by their titles, and referred to the Commit- 





4 


Th 
ra severa 
n Printing: | ae 
\ joint resolution (H. R. No. 378 
stribution of 
yeal and . > Ny 2ne 
4 joint resolution (H. R. No. 3et 
“The bill (H. R. No. 7033) making the city of Chattanooga, in the 
crate of Tennessee, a port of delivery was read twice by its title and 
re fe rred to the Committee on Commerce, haga 
following bills were severally read twice by their titles and 


ve 


tet providing for the printing and 
the Report of the Commussioner of Education for the 


rset: 


for printing report of the Life- 


referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia: 
A pill (H. R. No. 4005) to incorporate a society for the protection 


¢ children in the District of Columbia; 

“A bill (H. R. No. 6824) to construe an act entitled “An act to re- 
eve the churches of the District of Columbia, and to clear the title 
of the trustees of such property ;” — 

A bill (H. R. No. 6659) to authorize the Southern Maryland Rail- 
road Company to extend a railroad into and within the District of 

A pill (H. R. No. 7031) to amend the charter of the Metropolitan 
Railroad Company of the District of Colambia; 

A Dill (H. R. No. 7032) to amend the act incorporating the Capitol, 
North O Street and South Washington Railway Company; and 
4 bill (H. R. No. 7117) authorizing the Washington and Chesa- 
neake Railroad Company to extend its railroad into and within the 
District of Columbia. 


UNION RAILROAD DEPOT IN WASHINGTON. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the action of 


the House of Representatives non-concurring in the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 3047) to authorize the commissioners 
if the District of Columbia to recommend a proper site for a union 
railroad depot in the city of Washington, and for other purposes, and 
king a conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon. 
On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was 
‘ ad. That the Senate insist on its amendment disagreed to by the House, 
ijagree to the conference asked by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two 
ises thereon 
By unanimous consent it was 
ed, That the conferees on the part 
ailing Officer. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER appointed Mr. WHyTe, Mr. WITHERS, 
( Mr. ROLLINS, the conferees. 


of the Senate be appointed by the Pre- 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I call for the regular order of business, merely 
t the purpose of saving the place of the bill. 
Mr. BAYARD. I ask whether as we now stand the funding bill is 
1 the unfinished business ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
ished business. 
Mr. BAYARD. Then I move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. Lhope not. I want to offer an amendment. 
lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware moves 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I hopethe Senator will withdraw that motion 
moment, 
t. BAYARD. I will if the Senator wil 
fr. KIRKWOOD. I wish to offer an ai 
be printed. 
lr. BAYARD. I 


funding bill is now the unfin- 


l renew it. 
I 


1endment in order that it 





have no objectio , provided 


I do not lose my 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. I offer an amendme 
that it be printed. 

Mt, ALLISON. Let the amendment be read. 

the PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

‘he CHIEF CLERK. The proposed amendment is in these words : 


to the pending bill, and 


ibe the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, under such rules and reg- 
sas he may prescribe, to authorize public subscriptions to be received, at 
tories of the United States, and at all national banks, to the bonds and to 
reasury notes herein provided for, for thirty days before he shall contract for 
: y portion of said bonds or Treasury notes to any syndicate of individ- 
‘ankers or otherwise than under such public subscriptions ; and if it shall 
‘tht more than the entire amount of such bonds and Treasury notes, or of 
rot them, has been subscribed within said thirty days, he shall award the full 
t subscribed to all persons who shall have le subscriptions for 
“wh of. dollars or less, and the residue ratab] he subscribers in 
*ruion to the amount by them respectively subscr 
Mr. BAYARD, 
‘he motion was agreed to; and (at 


utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned 











ong th 


a 


‘bed. 


I move that the Senate adjourn. 
five o'clock a 


nd twenty-one 


alli 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, February 15, 1881. 
The House was called to order at 
BLACKBURN, Speaker pro tempore. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. P. Harrison, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THOMAS SNELL. 


eleven o'clock a. m. Mr. 


by 


Mr. BOUCK. I demand the regular order of business. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Ihope the gentleman will withdraw his demand 
for the regular order until I can ask unanimous consent of the House 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole Honse from the further 
consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 6472) for the relief of Thomas Snell. 
It is a unanimous report from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITE. I will reserve the right to object until the bill has 
been read so we may know what it is. 

Mr. STEVENSON. This was where a judgment was obtained, and 
this is a bill for the relief of one of the sureties. It is recommended 
by the judge of the court as well as by the district attorney. Besides, 
it comes as the report from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KEIFER. Is it a unanimous report ? 

Mr. STEVENSON. Yes; it is a unanimous report. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the considera- 
tion of the bill? 

Mr. WHITE. I want the bill read and shall reserve my right to 
object until after it has been read. 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to discharging the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar from the 
further consideration of the bill and putting it on its passage at 
this time? 

Mr. WHITE. 
than I now do. 


I object to the bill without knowing more about it 


ORDER BUSINESS. 

Mr. REAGAN. I demand the regular order of business as I want 
to proceed with the consideration of the river and harbor appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. If the regular order of business is insisted upon, 
and it seems to be demanded by several gentlemen, I shall then move 
to dispense with the morning hour. 

Mr. CALKINS. Irise to a question of the highest privilege. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CLYMER. I rise to move a conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the Army appropriation bill. The Senate have 
insisted on their amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 6719) making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, and have requested a com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. I 
move that request be agreed to, and that one be now appointed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore appointed as the managers of said con- 
ference on the part of the House, Mr. CLyMer, Mr. FORNEY, and Mr. 
HAWLEY, 


OF 


UNION RAILROAD DEPOT, 
The SPEAKER pro tempore appointed as the managers of the con 
ference on the part of the House on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 3047) to authorize the commissioners 
of the District of Columbia to recommend a proper site for a union 
railroad depot in the city of Washington, and for other purposes, Mr 

MILLER, Mr. HUNTON, and Mr. HAZELTON. 


ORDER 


WASHINGTON. 


OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CABELL. I hope there will be no objection to my presenting 
a resolution for reference to the Committee on Accounts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands the gentleman 
from Tennessee demands the regular order of business. 

Mr. ATKINS. No, I did not demand it, but as several gentlemen 
did demand the regular order of business I have moved to dispense 
with the morning hour. 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, I demanded the regular order of business 

Mr. WILSON. I hope the gentleman will hear me for one moment. 

Mr. REAGAN. If I yield to one I must yield to all the 


wish to introduce propositions. 


‘thers who 


GRANT OF LANDS FOR UNIVERSITY PURPOSES. 
Mr. CONVERSE. I rise to a question of the highest privilege, and 
present a conference report which the Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
The undersigned, conferees on the part of the Senate of the United States and 


on the part of the House of Representatives, with regard to the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. No. 1327) entitled “ An 
act to grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and Wyoming for univer 
sity purposes,” have conferred in respect to said disagreeing votes, and have agreed 
and recommended that the House do agree to said amendments to said bil), and eac! 
of them, and that upon sueh agreement said bill do pass 
GEORGE L 
P. DUNN 









CONVERSE, 


VU radgers on the part of the House 
J. E. McDONALD 
J.D. WALKER, 

Manage the part f the Senati 
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Mr. CONVERSE. The amendment tothe bill simply provides that 
the proceeds of the sales shall not be used by these Territories until 
they have been admitted as States. The committee thought ita 
proper amendment to be made, and have concurred in its adoption. 
I move the report be adopted. 

The conference report was adopted. Ma ogee 

Mr. CONVERSE move to reconsider the vote by which the conter- 
ence report was adopted; and also moved th: » motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed t 





T 


DUTIES ON MANUFACTURES OF IRON, ETC. 

Mr. REAGAN. I vield to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. MCKIn- 
LEY,] who is one of the committee of the House to attend the funeral 
of FERNANDO Woop, and he has to leave the city, and merely asks 
to submit a report from the Committee on Ways and Means for ref- 
erence and printing. . 

Mr. McKINLEY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Ways and Means, reported a bill (H. R. No. 7201) in relation to the 
duties on manufactures of iron, &c.; which was read a first and second 
time. referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CARLISLE. The minority of the committee ask the right to 
present their views hereafter, and that they also may be printed. 

The SPEAKER pro ten The Chair hears no objection, and it 


is ordered accordingly 


pore. 


W. J. SPICER. 

Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, reported a joint resolution (H. R. No. 401) in relation to 
the barge W. J. Spicer; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

A. W. C. 


NOWLIN, 

Mr. CABELL, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
olution; which was referred to the Committee on Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to pay out of the contingent fund to A. W. C. Nowlin, late Assistant Post- 
master of the House, a sum equal to the difference between the pay of Postmaster 
and that of Assistant Postmaster of the House for the period of time between the 
7th of October, 1880, when the late Postmaster died, and the 14th of December, 1880, 
when A. W. C. Nowlin was elected Postmaster of the House, he having acted in 
that capacity for the time mentioned. 

PHILADELPHIA AND READING RAILROAD COMPANY TAXES, 

Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, reported a bill (H. R. No, 7202) to release the Philadel- 
phia and Reading Railroad Company from the payment of certain 
taxes ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the House 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—M’CABE VS. ORTH. 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
from the Committee on Elections. I an 
resolution and report which I send to the 
mediate action upon the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In the matter of the 
Indiana district : 

Resolved, That the contestant, James McCabe, contesting the right of Hon. 
Godlove 8. Orth, from the ninth congressional district of Indiana, to a seat in the 
Forty sixth Congress, have leave to withdraw his papers in said contest, and that 
Hon. Godlove 8, Orth’s title to his seat in the said Congress be, and the same is 
hereby, confirmed 

Mr. CALKINS. This is aunanimous report from the Committee on 
Elections, and I move its adoption. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution submitted. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Do 1 understand the gentleman to 
state that this is a unanimous report from the committee ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman has so stated. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. CALKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


make a privileged report 
authorized to submit the 
Clerk’s desk, and ask im- 


The Clerk will read the resolution. 


contested-election case of McCabe vs. Orth in the ninth 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. FINLEY and others demanded the regular order. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope gentlemen will yield to me for a moment to 
make a motion in reference to a matter which is of great public im- 
portance, and should be considered at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. lhe regular order being demanded, 
the Chair has no option but to recognize it. The regular order is the 
morning hour for the call of committees. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to dispense with the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This requires a two-thirds vote. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 126, noes 32. 

So (two-thirds having voted in favor thereof) the morning hour 
was dispensed with. 

TAX ON WEISS BEER. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under the rule the call of States for 

the consideration of bills by consent will be proceeded with. The 
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call rests with the State of New Jersey, the unfinished business }.;, 

the consideration of the bill called up by the gentleman fro n New 
Jersey, [Mr. BLake, ] and which was not completed at tne copeln.. 
of the morning hour on Saturday. aot 

Mr. BLAKE. I now call up again, Mr. Speaker, for consideratio, 
the bill which was pending at the close of the morning hour oy Sa: 
day, and which had been read; the morning hour having o), 
while the Clerk was proceeding to read the . 
thereto. 

The SPEAK ER pro te mpore. 
bill which was pending as stated. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R . 
Mr. BLAKE, This bill was printed in the Recorp of Satyy, 
proceedings. I now ask that the Clerk read the amendments ; . 

posed by the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In section 7, line 13, after the word “ boxes,” strike out the words, ‘j, me 
to the other brands now required by law upon packages containing ferme 
liquors, shall be branded upon the side in letters not less than one inch j; 
with the words weiss beer” and insert ‘‘ shall be branded upon the side jp jor... 
not less than one inch in length, with the name of the brewer who filled the; 
the place of manufacture, and also with the words ‘ weiss beer;’ and the bott}os.),. 
have the name of the brewer who filled them blown in or otherwise stanyy.! , 
marked upon them ; and any brewer who shall sell or remove for consumption, , 
sale, and any dealer who shall receive for sale, or sell, boxes or bottles not ranges 
or marked as herein required shall be liable to a penalty of $20 for each box an. 
of $1 for each bottle, so sold or removed for consumption or sale, or rece: ‘ 
sale, or sold. . 

Mr. BLAKE. I accept the amendment suggested and demand +) 
previous question upon the bill and amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gentleyya, 
from New Jersey that the amendment will have to be voted upon 

Mr. BLAKE. I understand that; but I am simply stating tha: 
there is no objection to the amendment as far as I am concerned. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Before that amendment of the committee js sy). 
mitted to be voted upon, I desire to make a short statement and cal] 
the attention of the members of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to it. It will be observed that the amendment as reported by the 
committee requires the name of the brewer or manufacturer of weiss 
beer to be blown in the bottle. I am inclined to think, in fact I am 
satisfied, upon reflection since the bill was reported, that this pro- 
vision ought to be stricken out. The necessary effect of the clause 
will be to compel all the manufacturers to lose their present stock of 
bottles, which will fall heavily upon and do great injustice to the sma! 
manufacturers engaged in brewing this character of beer. I suggest 
therefore, that the amendment be so modified as to strike out from 
line 20, in section 1, the words “and the bottles shall have the 
name of the brewer who filled them blown in or otherwise stamped 
or marked upon them;” and from line 24 the words “ or bottles.” 
That is satisfactory, I am informed, to the gentleman from New Jersey 
in charge of the bill, and I think is a matter of simple justice to man- 
ufacturers engaged in the business who have a stock of bottles now 
on hand. 

Mr. BLAKE. I accept the amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the pend 
amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out, in section 1, line 20, the words ‘‘and the bottles shall have the na 
of the brewer who filled them blown in or otherwise stamped or marked upon ther 
and in line 24 to strike out the words “or bottles.” 

Mr. COX. I desire to say that that amendment is entirely accept 
able to those who are engaged in the business. I have communica- 
tions from several persons engaged in the business stating that this 
will meet their views. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
the amendment. 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order on this amend- 
ment under the pending order of business in which the House is en- 
gaged during this hour, more for the purpose of having it decided 
than from any other motive. Under this rule, by which bills are pre- 
sented in this hour by consent, a member is authorized to present any 
bill, and the bill shall be considered unless there be five objections 
thereto. Now, a member may offer a bill to which there is no objec- 
tion whatever, and thereafter there can be no objection offered, tor 
the billis placed in such a position under the rale that the objections 
then made will not prevail against its consideration. But as now 
proposed here, a bill which in the form as originally presented maj 
be unobjectionable may be so amended in the House and by a major- 
ity vote as to make it entirely objectionable by the incorporation 0 
provisions or amendments which will enlarge its nature or chang” 
its entire scope and place it in the power of the majority of the House 
to pass it when it would not be entertained under the rule. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has the rule in his hand, 
and does not see that the objection made by the gentleman from Wis- 
consin[Mr. BraGG] attaches. It simply requires that an opportunity 
shall be afforded for objcetion to the consideration of the bill. That 
having been done, and tive members not having objected, the bill is 


closed 
amendments pro 


litle of + 


The Clerk will report the tit} 


No. 6923) to regulate the collection of the tax on weiss 





The question is on the amendment t 


clearly before the House and subject to amendment as any other meas- 
ure at any other time. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

The Clerk will report the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. DIBRELL. ] 

















yr, CARLISL E. Before the amendment the gentleman from Ten- 
ssee proposes can be received or voted upon, the House must first 
pesse 


ii 
od 


spose & 


Mf aps. My ame ndment is an amendment 
eans. 


to the one proposed by that 
)] tee. — . 

ae ‘SP EAKER pro tempore. The amendment ottered by the gen- 
from Kentucky is first in order, as it is an amendment to the 
nt coming from the Committee on Ways and Me ans. 


mend : 
“yf BL AKE. laccept that amendment and call for the previous 
ip SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from New Jersey calls 
previous question on the pending amendment. 
we COX. Is the pending amend me nt that offered by the gentle- 


from Kentucky, [Mr. CARLISLE ?] 


rhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The amendment offered by the gen- 
: from Kentucky has been agreed to, a ad the amendment now 
s that offered by the gentle man from Tennessee, [ Mr. D1B- 
} ‘and upon that the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. BLakKE] 
emands the prev ious question. 

Mr. BLAKE. The C hair has misunderstood me. I have not ac- 


Tennesse a, I 


from Kentucky. 
} 


inderstand 


aay he amendment offered by the gentleman from 
rte i the amendment offered by the gentleman 
SPE AKER } The C hair 1 
m New Je oes has not accepted th 
ntleman from Tennessee. The question is on agreeing to 
nt offered by the gentleman from Tenne Does 
n from New Jersey demand the previous question ? 
previous question, 


} } 
wo tempore. Ss the gentie- 


e amendment offered by 

the 

*SSEC. the 

Mr. BLAKE. I did demand the 

Mr. McMILLIN. I desire to know if the objections for 
provides have been called for as to this bill? 

PEAKER pro tempore. The Chair cannot answer of his own 

le dge ; for this bill came over as unfinished business from Sat- 

The Ch: air takes it for granted the bill would have been 

S ide ration under the rule exce pt properly "an oppor- 

ty of objection by five members had been offered. 

Mr. ] Mc MIL LIN. My recollection is it had not reached that stage. 

t thing we entered upon this morning in connection with this 

the re ading of it, which precedes the 0} ppor ity for obje C- 


which the 


not 
afte. 


nae col «all 





e SPE AKE R pro dempore. 


The Clerk informs the Chair the gen- 
from Tennessee is correc 


ne ; that the morning hour on Saturday 
expired while the bill called up by the gentleman from New Jersey 
Mr, BLAKE] was being read, and that objections had not been called 
or. Such is the information given by the Clerk; so that the Chair 
as no hesitation in saying that the a. for objections still 
to the House. The Chair will now ask whether there 
bijection to the consideration of this bill. 
Mr. McMILLIN. If the bill is to be put under the operation of the 
previous question so as to cut off the amendment of my colleague [Mr. 
MBRELL | 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. not a matter 
objection to the consideration of this bill? 
The Chair does not count five 





belongs 


? 
ve 


~ 


ot debate. Is 
Afte r a pause. ] 
ge ntle men rising to obj ject. The bill 


my: ° 
ALLS 1 


ere 


s before the House, and the question is on the amendment offered by 
he gentleman from Tennessee. 
Mr. WARNER. Let that amendment be reported. 


» Clerk read as follows: 


d provided further, That from and ai July, 1881 


the 





rt i tax on 
indy distilled from fruit shall be fifty ce to be assessed and col- 
ected as now provided by law. 
Mr. BLAKE. I make the point of order on that amendment that 


I had demanded the previous question before the amendment was 


ofiered, 


The SPEAKER pro te mpore. 


mand t 


The gentleman was not entitled to de- 
he previous question until after opportunity for objection had 
been given; and the amendment offered by the gentleman from Ten- 
= is in possession of the House. 

BLAND. I desire to make a 


parliamentary inquiry. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BLAND. It is whether any bill affecting the revenues must 


( 


t have its first consideration in Committee of the Whole. 
fhe SPEAKER pro tempore. rhe Chair holds the gentleman from 
lissouri is correct in the statement he makes; but his point of order 
omes too late. The bill is in possession of the House and in process 
of consideration, and it is too late to make that point of order. 
Mr. BLAKE. I make the further poi ntof order that another bill is 
how pending before the House containing a similar provision or iden- 
lly the same provision. I cannot give the object of the bill, but I 
so advised by members of the Committee on Ways and Means. 
DIBRELL. If there is ly suc h bill I de mandits production. 
I b ave never seen or heard of it and I den y its existence. 


The Chair cannot entertain the point 


M 


am 


Mr 
Mr. YT 


al 


ihe SP EAKE R pro te mpore. 
OL o1 der unless information is furnished showi ing that there is sucha 
\ ot ending substantially the same as the amendment now offered. 
. BLAKE. It is identic ally the same. 
th e SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will ask the gentleman to 
me the bill which he says contains the substance of the amend- 
1ent 
Mr. ATKINS. I make the point that the proceedings of the House 
Must goon ; that they cannot wait upon the gentleman from New Jer- 


the amendment proposed by the Committee on Ways and | 
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proceedings of the House. 





} 
the 


sey. There can be no interruption in 
I demand the regular order. 

Mr. BLAKE. I call on the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cak- 
LISLE] to verify the statement I have made. 

Mr. CARLISLE. What was the statement? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has information as to 
bills pending in the Committee on Ways and Mea Nor can the 
Chair sustain the point of order unless that iz formation be furnished 


0 


for lack of which the Chair must necessarily overrule the point of 
order. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. desire to move an amendment 


to the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. BLAKE. The point of order that I made against the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. DIBRELL ] was that there 
is now pending before this House a bill containing the same or sub- 
stantially the same provision. The Chair called upon me to produce 


po 


the bill or state the number of it, which Iam unable to do. I call 
now upon the gentleman from Kentucky, [ Mr. CARLISLE, ] & member 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, to verify my assertion that 


there is pending at this time before that committee a bill containing 


the same or substantially the same provision as the amendment offered 
bv the gentleman from Te nnessee 

“The SPEAKER pro tempore. ¥C must say to the gentleman 
from New Jersey Mr. BLAKE ) that aa does n recognize any right 
to accept any statement upon general information Che Chair has 
decided ml ove veel ed the point of order made by the gentleman, and 
has given as his reason for so doing that he has no information of 


which he can take cognizance that there is a bill pending before the 


House substantially the same as the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. D1Ipre tt. ] 
Mr. TOWNSHE ND, of Illinois. I mov mendment to the 


amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the tax on salt be reduced to one cent per to 

Mr. ¢ ‘ONGE R. I desire to make another point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state i 

Mr. CONGER. My point is that the subject-matter of the amend- 
ment of the ge ntleman fri n Tem 1essee [ Mr. DIBRELL] is not germane 
to the subject-matter of th s bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Cha thinks the point of order 
comes too late. 

Mr. CONGER l rose in my plac e and stood ready to make it while 
the Chair was deciding another point of order. There must be an 


opportunity to submit points of order 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks fall 
was furnished. 

Mr. CONGER. But 
ment was again read so I could hear it. 

The SPEAKER tempore. The Chair will state to the 
from Michigan rMr. CONGER] that he is not prepared to say that he 
would not have sustained his point of order, and ruled the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee out of order 
mane to the subject-matter of the bill, if 


opport 


unity 


was only just this 1 ne amend 


pro ite gentieman 


as not being ger- 
it had been made in time. 


Mr. CONGER. Then I call upon the Chair to submit the amend- 
ment to the House and ascertain whether there are five objections 
to it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does not so understand the 
rule. 

Mr. CONGER. The Speaker of this House declared in his place 
that when that question came up he should feel inclined to submit 
to the House—— 

The SPEAKER ; npor The present occupant of the chair is 
bound by not! ing but the rales of the House. The new rule under 


which these bills are being considered requires that 
be subjected to the test of five objectors or more. 
require that amendments which may be offered 
subjected to such tes 

Mr. CONGER. That point is now pending before the Chair, 
the Chair is bound to recognize what his predecessor, th 
this House, has agreed to submit to the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
CONGER] will permit the Chair to say 

Mr. CONGER. And if the present occupant of the 
in the House at the time, and did not know what 
take the statement of members on that subject 

The SPEAKER tempore. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
CONGER] will permit the Chair to state that the present occupant of 
the chair has no disposition to overrule or take issue with any decis- 
ion made by any predecessor. But the gentleman is mistaken; the 
Chair i ot bound to observe anything ‘bat the rules of this House, 
and the Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Which appeal will be submitted to 
the House. 

Mr. CONGER. 


each bill shall 
The rule does not 
to such bills shall be 


and 


8 Speaker ol 


from Michigan [ Mr. 





chair 


occurred, 


was not 
he must 


vro 
i 


~ 


And I trust that the action upon the appeal will 





consume the remainder of this hour, so that we may have a presid- 
ing 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to lay the appeal on the 
table. 
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The SPEA KER pro tempore i 
reduce his appeal to writing. 

Mr. CONGER. I willdoso. [And sat down at his desk. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have moved to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
on the table. 

Mr. BURROWS. In order that nothing may be waived, I desire 
now to make a point of order against the last amendment in relation 
to the tax on salt. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Llinois. 
amendment ? 

Mr. BURROWS. I desire to reserve the point of order. 

Mr. FRYE. I trust we may have order for 2 moment; there is 
something pretty important pending just now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is impossible to kave order unless 
members will themselves assist in maintaining it. 

Mr. FRYE. I understand that a point of order was made—well, 
not against any amendments strictly speaking ; but a point of order 
was made that every amendment oftered to a bill pending under this 


The gentleman from Michigan will 


The question is on laying the appeal 


What is the point of order on that 


rule must be submitted by the Chair for objections, and that the 
Chair overruled that point of order. Is that right? 


SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
I’rykE] will understand that the Chair held that under the call of 
States no bill could be considered by this House without an oppor- 
tunity being offered for objections to it. 

Mr. FRY. That is in relation to the original bill. I understand 
that the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] made the point of 
order that no amendment could be considered until it had been pre- 
sented to the House for objection ; and I understand that the Chair 
overrules that point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does. 

Mr. CLYMER. And the Chair is right. 

Mr. FRYE. And I understand that an appeal is entered to that 
ruling. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is the fact. 

Mr. FRYE. Is that open for discussion ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not. A motion to lay the appeal 
on the table is now pending; and the Chair is waiting for the gen- 
tleman from Michigan to furnish the appeal in writing. 

Mr. FRYE. I think the House can readily see that if this appeal 

not sustained this rule is gone absolutely. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman desire to debate 
the motion to lay the appeal on the table? 

Mr. FRYE. No, sir; I desire to debate the appeal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The appeal itself is not now pending. 

Mr. CONGER. [ hold the floor making any appeal; and while I am 
reducing it to writing, under the direction of the Chair, no gentle- 
man can get the floor to move to lay it on the table. It is not yet in 
the possession of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has entertained the appeal. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope the Chair will protect my rights while Iam 
fulfilling the orders of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will endeavor to protect 
the gentleman in every right. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. How long are we required to wait 
for the gentleman from Michigan ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in order. The Chair 
has asked that the Clerk be furnished with the appeal m writing. 
The appeal being in the possession of the House was recognized by 
the Chair, and a motion was made by the gentleman from Illinois to 
lay that appeal on the table, which motion is now the only motion 
pending before the House. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, Mr. Speaker, from that decision likewise I 
appeal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
peal in writing. 

Mr. CONGER. I bope the Chair will not go on with business so as 
to take advantage of my legal rights on this floor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman willhave all his rights; 
but certainly he is parliamentarian enough to know that more than 
one appeal cannot be pending before the House at one time. 

Mr. CONGER. Neither can one motion be pending until the other 
has been submitted to the House. Iam preparing my appeal, which 
the Chair required me to reduce to writing. The Chair cannot go on 
with business very successfully while I am doing that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is waiting for the gentle- 
man to reduce the appeal to writing and furnish it to the Clerk. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the gentleman 
from Massachusetts rise ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. I desire for the instruction of the House to have 
read a bill which was offered by Mr. BLACKBURN, of Kentucky, and is 
now pending in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


The gentleman will send up his ap- 


That is not in order now. But the 


Chair will have it read if the gentleman will furnish it to the Clerk. 
Mr. ROBINSON. 
hear the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
now pending is disposed of 


I would like the House and also the Chair to 


It shall be read as soon as the matter 
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Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, [reading, } 


The gentleman from Michigan demanded that the amendment of the oo, 
from Tennessee be submitted to the House for five objections as if ecntlemal 
proposition. The Chair decided that the amendment need not be ie oe or 
objections. The Chair overruled the point of order and refused to ae 
tions to the amendment. ver 


I think I have stated the matter correctly. 
From this ruling Mr. Concrr appealed 





I believe that is a correct statement of the question, Noy My. 
Speaker, I desire to speak upon my appeal. _— 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will not elaip, 4 


right to be heard on an appeal when a motion to lay that apnea) .. 
the table is pending. : oe 

Mr. CONGER. 
sented my appeal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman knows, if he wil! Joo) 
at the rules prepared by a committee of which he is now a member 
as well as in the light of the practice which his long experience ce 
witnessed here, that a motion to lay on the table is entertained too 
ever it is made. The gentleman from Michigan had stated his ap. 
peal. He was not holding the floor. The gentleman from Hlinojs 
was recognized, his motion was entertained, nor was objection mae 
to the entertainment of it until after that gentleman had resyyoq 
his seat. rae 

Mr. CONGER. Now, will the Chair hear me? The Chair has no; 
yet even stated to the House the appeal; and no motion regarding i; 
can be made until it is in the possession of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Michigan 
mistaken in his facts. The Chair stated the appeal to the House. 

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I have read the appeal. The Chair has not even 
alluded to it since. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to submit the question whether the spirit 
of this rule does not require that only those bills shall be considered 
which 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
ATKINS] is not in order. 
lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. ATKINS. Iam not going to debate. 


Mr. Speaker, I had the floor and had not eve; si 


Ng it 


~ 





The gentleman from Tennessee [M; 
No debate is in order pending a motion ¢ 


Lo 


I am going to state a 


proposition. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair cannot under the rule 
Under all rules there can be no debate or anything done except a 


vote on the motion made by the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The motion to lay upon the table 
is always in order. 

Mr. CONGER. Until I have presented the appeal to the Speaker 
and the Speaker has presented it to the House I hold the floor. In- 
mediately on presenting it I said I desired to speak on it. The mo- 
tion to lay the appeal on the table could not be made while I held 
the floor. I held it while I was writing the appeal, in pursuance of 
the instruction of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does not agree with the 
gentleman in his conclusions as to his position on the floor, and sees 
no chance of agreeing with the gentleman in his recollection of the 
facts. 

Mr. CONGER. I make the point of order that I was entitled to 
the floor, and had the right to speak on this appeal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair never questioned the gen 
tleman’s right to speak on his appeal so long as he was in possession 
of the floor and prior to the recognition of the gentleman from Illi 
nois, and the acceptance of his motion to lay the appeal on the table, 
which is not debatable. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the Chair to rule on my own statement, t 
I have not relinquished the floor, and to rule further that I ams 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
is always in order. 

Mr. CONGER. The Speaker had no right to entertain the motio 
to lay the appeal on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The pending motion is to lay the ap- 
peal upon the table, which is not debatable. 

Mr. CONGER. I appeal from the decision of the Chair. . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is one appeal already pend- 
ing. 

Mr. CONGER. And I appeal again. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sees no good to arise trom 
a further prolongation of this discussion. i 

Mr. CONGER. Then I understand the Chair arbitrarily wii! not 
submit my motion to the House. / 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then the gentleman from Michigau 
misunderstands what the Chair is endeavoring to do. 

Mr. CONGER. 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is going to do that required 
by the provision of the rules of this House. The question, therefore, 
is on the motion made by the gentleman from Illinois to lay on the 
table the appeal taken by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER: | 
Those in favor of laying the appeal upon the table will say “ay —— 

Mr. CONGER. That cannot go on, Mr. Speaker. I rise to « po! 
of order. 








The motion to lay upon the table 


the 


" ‘ ; ; 7, € 7 ae ] Ti 
Then I ask the Chair to submit my appeai to t 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman cannot have two ap- 
bn ending at the same time. 

‘Mr. CONGER. 
‘Mr. CONG is not regularly before this House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair overrules the point of order. 
Mr. CONGER. And from that decision I appeal. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. rhe gentleman will let the Chair dis- 
of the appeal now pending before another can be entertained. 
Ys CONGER. Then I could not reach this point at all. 
TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
. SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 
rOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Under the fourth clause of Rale 
vy] it is declared that a motion to lay an appeal upon the table is 
rder at any time, even while it is under debate. 
nae SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair refers the 
-hiean to that clause of the rule. 
Mr CONGER. That does not cover the point at all; 
ot Thad not submitted my appeal. 

rhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands the gent] 
0 .n’s point very well. 





gentleman from 


Renu 





the point was 


“Mr. ATKINS. I understood the Chair to decide a while ago that I 
ld not rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
rhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair did not understand the gen- 
‘oman as rising to a parliamentary inquiry. 


Mr ATKINS. Yes; I rose to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair did not understand the gen- 
tleman as 80 stating. 

Mr. ATKINS. That is what I rose for and the Chair took me 
he floor. . 
~The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understood the gentleman 
to say he rose to state a proposition. 

Mr. ATKINS. Now I desire to rise to a proposition of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ATKINS. it is this: that the spirit of this rule does not ad 
mit of diseussion any longer than five minutes on any proposition, no 

atter whether it is on an appeal or anything else, and each State is 
entitled to be heard for five minutes and no longer. We have now 
spent half an hour on this proposition to the exelusion of other States 
which might be heard under this new rule. I trust the Chair will 
lecide that the time for discussion has expired and take a vote and 
so get away from this subject. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I desire to know whether if a point of order is 
nade by a member of the House and overruled by the Chair and the 
Chair directs the member to reduce his appeal to writing, whether 
the Chair can recognize any one else until that appeal is reduced to 
writing and read by the Clerk and stated by the Chair to the House? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has no hesitation in stat- 
ng and repeating that the appeal of the gentleman from Michigan 


off 


was stated to the Chair. 

Mr. VALENTINE. The Chair is not answering my question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will take its own way of 
inswering the question. The appeal was stated by the gentleman 
from Michigan to the Chair, and the record at the desk shows that 
the appeal was stated by the Chair to the House, and in order that 
there may be no misunderstanding as to the nature of the appeal and 
that there be a record of the fact, the Chair asked the gentleman from 
Michigan to reduce his appeal to writing, but it was in possession of 
the House, being given by a statement of the Chair to the House, 
After that the Chair recognized the gentleman from Illinois, who 
took the floor and moved to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I have asked the Chair a parliamentary ques- 
tion—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman can see that the par- 
amentary question has already been answered. 

Mr. VALENTINE. But the Chair has not answered my question. 
I did not ask what took place between the Chair and the gentleman 
irom Michigan, but an entirely different question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Which the Chair has answered. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I have not heard the answer to my question. 

Mr. CONGER. Before that proceeds I wish to ask that the notes 
it the Official Reporter be read as to what actually occurred when the 
Chair wanted me to reduce my appeal to writing. I ask that the 
hotes be read. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I wish to state a question of fact. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his parlia- 
mentary question. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I desire the Chair to recognize me as to a ques- 
tion of fact. I presume that there is no desire on the part of any 
gentleman to have the present occupant of the chair make a wrong 
decision or that any ruling shall have a wrong construction. Now, 
what I wish to state in this connection is that I distinctly recog- 
nized as a matter of fact that the gentleman from Michigan was 
talking, that words were proceeding out of his month when the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Illinois was submitted; and that being 
the case I take it for granted that the gentleman from Michigan was 
proceeding to discuss the question and had not yielded the floor, and 


be the gentleman from I!linois had not the floor to submit his mo- 
ion, 


a 
\ 


I make the point of order that that motion to lay 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understood the gentleman 
to rise to a parliamentary question. 


Mr. MITCHELL. I ask the Chair if that 





I8 not a fact? 


The SPEAKER pro tempo And the Chair answers that to his 
recollection it is not. 

Mr. CONGER. And I say that it is substantially true: that it is 
what took place. 

The SPEAKER pro por ‘he Reporter has been directs » fur 
nish his notes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The gentleman will state 

Mr. SPRINGER. I am informed that the gentleman from New 
Jersey when he moved his bill demanded the previous question at 

If that be so,all amendments afterward until the 


the same time, 
House had refused to second the demand for the previous question 
}] 


were out of order, and he had the right to move the previous question 
as soon as he called the bill up 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will answer the gentle 
man’s point of order at the proper time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. And that would take away the pending amend- 
ment, and I ask that the statement of the gentleman from New Jersey 
be taken as to whether he did or did not demand the previous question. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The ReEcorRpD does not that 
such a demand was made. 

Mr. SPRINGER. | that 
interrogated upon that point. 

Mr. ROBINSON. The demand for the previous question w 
to-day. 


show 


ask the gentleman from New Jersey be 


as made 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I was speaking of the Recorp of 
Saturday. 
Mr. BLAKE. I desire to state that I did demand the previous 


question this morning. 

Mr. HOOKER. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOOKER. I make the point of order that the rule 
which we are proceeding now by its spirit and terms confines the con- 
sideration of any bill presented by any member from any State to a 
period not exceeding five minutes. Now, it comes within the restric- 
tion of the rule even when the report accompanying a bill is called for 
to be read that it can only be read for five minutes, and if the read- 
ing is not coneluded in five minutes it must be stopped, or else the 
call rests with another State. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. But the gentleman from Mississipp 
will bear in mind that this motion pending now is to lay an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair upon the table; and consequently the 


inder 


point of order raised by the gentleman from Mississippi is not at this 
time before the House or in order for consideration. 
Mr. ATKINS. May I inquire why the Chair does not put the mo- 


tion to the House, then ? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is waiting to have the Re- 
porter’s minutes of the proceedings read to the House on the demand 
of the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will it be in order to move a recess Laughter. } 

Mr. ATHERTON. Let us go ahead with the public business 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the whole matter will be dropped by unani- 
mous consent, and let us go on with the river and harbor bill 
thing else. This is perfect nonsense. 

Mr. CLYMER. Iam glad the gentleman from Tennessee agrees to 
the conclusion which we have arrived at some time ago over here. 


, or some 


fy 
it 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will now read the notes 
furnished by the Official Reporter. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. Concer. Then I appeal from the decision of the Chair 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Which appeal will be submitted to the Hous 

Mr. Cone! And I trust that the action upon the bill will consume the remair 


der of this hour so that we may have a presiding — 





Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to lay the appeal on the tab 

The SPEAKER pro tempor The gentleman from Michigan w his 
appeal to writing 

Mr. CONGER I will do so 

Mr. CONGER. The Recorp report shows what I expected and 
what I knew to be a fact that an unfinished, a necessarily unfinished 
sentence was being uttered by me at the time the gentleman fron 
Illinois rose to make his motion, a sentence which evidently has no 


connection unless it be contemplated that certain other words would 
follo¥. tt shows that I was upon the floor; that I was in } ssion 
of the floor when the gentleman undertook to take the floor from me 
and make his motion to lay the appeal upon the table. That point, 
then, I think, is so perfectly apparent that it sustains my claim that I 
was speaki that I had not yielded the floor, and was entitled to 
retain it and was proceeding to conclude my sentence when the gen- 
tleman made his motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When the Chair said the motion of 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] to lay the appeal 
upon the table was before the House, the gentleman from Michigan 
had left the floor, at the request of the Chair, and gone to his seat to 
reduce the appeal to writing. 

Mr. CONGER. Oh, no; I take 
ord and not my memory. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
and adheres to his ruling. 


ys Me 


yu* 
ng; 


the record and stand upon the rec- 


The Chair also rests upon the record 
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Mr. CONGER. The record shows I had gone on so far as to say I 
hoped “the hour would be consumed until a presiding,” and there 
an interruption occurred. That is the record. I ask it to be read 
again. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
clause 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that in the first place the transcript of the 
Reporter's minutes be again read. / ; 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection the Clerk willagain 
read the copy of notes furnished by the Reporter. 

Mr. SAMFORD. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SAMFORD. It is whether or not a motion for the previous 
question has been made? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
on what? 

Mr. SAMFORD. On the bill before the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair remembers the gentleman 
from New Jersey [Mr. BLAKE] asked forthe previous question. But 
the point was afterward made by the gentleman from Tennessee 
| Mr. McMILLIN] that the bill had never been subjected to the test 
of objection. ‘The Chair ascertaining this to be the fact from the 
Clerk, directed that that should be done. The bill was accordingly 
subjected to objection. No objection was made. Then the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. DIBRELL] was offered. 
Subsequent to that time the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. BLAKE} 
declined to demand the previous question if it was to include the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. BLAKE. The exact fact is, 1 demanded the previous question 
before anv amendment was offered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair so recollects; but it was 
afterward ascertained that the bill had never been subjected to ob- 
jection, and it was carried back under the rule—by consent, and, in 
the judgment of the Chair, no one having the right to object—to the 
point ot objection, and was submitted therefor. No objections were 
made, or at least not a suflicient number. Then it was the gentle- 
man from Tennessee submitted his amendment, and the gentleman 
from New Jersey demanded the previous question. The Chair asked 
if the gentleman intended to demand the previous question so that 
it should include the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and the gentleman from New Jersey, as the Chair remembers, de- 
lared that he did not. At any rate, there was nosecond for the pre- 
vious question, although a second to the previous question had been 
called for by the Chair before the mistake as to the status of the bill 
had been discovered. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ATKINS. The motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
TOWNSHEND ] is before the House; is it not? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. ATKINS. Is it debatable? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not. 

Mr. ATKINS. ‘Then why does the Chair allow it to be debated ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has noright to abridge the 
rights of the House, and has recognized the right of a member to 
demand the reading of the Reporter’s notes. 

Mr. ATKINS. I demand that the pending question shall be sub- 
mitted to the vote of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the right of the gentleman from 
Michigan to demand the reading of the notes of the Reporter. He 
has demanded it and they have been read. He asks that they be 
read a second time. Without objection that will be done, and the 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. HOUSE. Is it in order to move to lay this whole subject on 
the table? 

The SPEAKER pro ten That motion is not in order pending 
the motion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. TOWNSHEND. ] 

Mr. BAYNE. Will the Chair permit me to make a parliamentary 
inquiry ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


Clerk will report the fourth 





A motion for the previous question 


pore 
l Ce 


The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. BAYNE. And I think the answer to that inquiry will solve 
this question. I wish to ask the Chair if the gentleman from New 
Jersey, having presented the bill and having demanded the previous 
question on that, will now rise and say in his place that he intended 
all along that that demand for the previous question should adhere 
to his original motion to pass the bill whether or not the Chair would 
not recognize the word of the gentleman from New Jersey, and rele- 
gate this whole matter back to the original proposition that the bill 
is pending with a demand for the previous question. 

Mr. DIBRELL. The gentleman will remember the gentleman from 
New Jersey withdrew the demand for the previous question to allow 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CaRLIsLe] to offer an amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will not hesitate to accept 
the word of the gentleman from New Jersey as to any matter. 

Mr. CLYMER. The bill was not before the House for considera- 
tion when that motion was made. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has stated his recollection 
as accurately as possible, that the gentleman from New Jersey de- 
manded the previons question, and subsequently withdrew it when 


an amendment was offered by the gentleman from Kentucky. wh; 
E r EY, Which 

as accepted by the gentleman from New Jersey; that jt man a 
ascertained the bill had never been subjected to objection ay hi = 
carried back to that point, and it was not objected to by a ae Was 
number to prevent its consideration; and that then the ‘auntie 
from Tennessee offered his amendment. The Chair would ie. ne 
if the House would allow the Clerk to read again the notes fan 
Reporter as called for by the gentleman from Michigan, me 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. To expedite business, if in on 
will withdraw the motion to lay the appeal on the table and ale 
amendment which I offered. 

Mr. HOUSE. Would it now be in order to move to | 
subject on the table? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not pending an appeal from the g. 
cision of the Chair. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr, TOWNsuHExp) 
withdraws his motion to lay the appeal on the table and the Ch 3 
recognizes the gentleman from Michigan, and the question ig on +},. 
appeal taken by that gentleman from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CONGER. Does the Chair recognize my appeal from the last 
decision upon my point, that, as shown by the record itself, the Chair 
had no right to entertain the motion to lay the appeal on the Je’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will recognize no 
by the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] or by 
tleman that is not in writing at the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. CONGER. Does the Chair direct me to make my second 
in writing ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does not direct the gent). 
man, but requests him to furnish his appeal in writing. a. 

Mr, CONGER. Does the Chair now recognize me to furnish 
appeal in writing? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does. 

Mr. CONGER. And I will hold the floor until I can do go. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. An appeal submitted by the gentle- 
man from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] is now pending. 

Mr. CONGER. And the Chair has requested me to reduce another 
appeal to writing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Michigan is too 
good a parliamentarian to imagine that he can submit one appeal 
while another appeal is pending. 

Mr. CONGER. The compliments of the Chair are not undeserved, 
Iadmit. [Laughter.] Still I disagree entirely with the opinion of the 
Chair that I or any other gentleman may not make an appeal from 
any ruling whenever it comes up. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman desire to be heard 
upon his appeal ? 

Mr. CONGER. Upon my first appeal? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Upon the appeal pending before the 
House. 

Mr. CONGER. That is the first appeal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does not undertake to 
number the gentleman’s appeals. 

Mr. CONGER. For my own convenience I would like to make a 
distinction. Then I conclude that the Chair does not decide that a 
motion to lay the appeal on the table is in order? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is not responsible for the 
gentleman’s conclusions. 

A MEMBER. That motion has been withdrawn. 

Mr. CONGER. The motion to lay on the table withdrawn? I did 
not know that. I now desire to speak on my appeal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER. Ihave no other interest in this matter than every 
individual member of this House has in common with me. Whether 
propositions in the nature of amendments, making entirely new propo- 
sitions, coming in by way of amendment, should be submitted to the 
House for five objections—— 

Mr. FINLEY. Has not the morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It has not. 

Mr. CONGER. If I have the floor, I would like to have the Chair 
insist upon the rules being observed, so that I may be heard. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House is itself to blame for this 
disorder. 

Mr. CONGER. But the Speaker is the organ through which I can 
alone demand to be heard. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
to preserve order. 

Mr. CONGER. I say, then, that every member of this House has 
a great interest in having the question decided whether, when a sim- 
ple bill or resolution is called up and assent given for its consider- 
ation, an entirely different proposition embracing a large range of 
subjects can be introduced by way of amendment and occupy the 
attention of the House under this unanimons-consent rule, without 
such amendment being submitted to the members of the House for 
five objections. - 

That point was raised before the Speaker of this House when busi- 
ness under this new rule was last being considered, and the Speaker 
then stated, if I recollect aright, that 1t was a very important en 
tion, almost a vital one, which he would like to consider, and wou 1 
decide whenever the occasion arose; and at any rate he said he woul 
submit it to the House. Now, in the absence of the Speaker of this 
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also the 


ay this whole 


table? 
appeal 
any other gen- 


appeal 


my 


And the Chair has been endeavoring 


House, who said he would submit that question to the House, I take 
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to the Chair and ask that it 
I make the point of order that it should 


vw At 


pportt inity to present the questior 


itted to the House. 


pe 
o all bmi 
*bmitted to the House, and the Chair overrules that point of 


Now, the result of that ruling, as every gentleman on this 
] see, Will be to secure five objections to ev very bill that could 
: and thus defeat the ; 





entire action of this unanimous- 


luke Aa Sugges- 


that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


<SHEND ] W ho offered the amendment which has given rise to 
‘Jieonssion and occasioned this appeal has withdrawn it, and it 
“» lopgel r before the House. 
a rOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman from Kentucky 


CARI ISLE ] is mists uken. The amendment of my friend from 


nessee [ Mr. DIBRELL ] is pe nding, and it was upon hat amend- 
+ tha e point was re rise al. 5 
Mr CA RL ISL E. I beg pardon, then. — 
\f rOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will the gentleman from Mich- 
yw »to make a sug vesti ion ! 


have but a moment or two left. 
1] due respect to the Chair, (and the Chair knows that 
intention little passage of words between 
to say anything that would be ofiensive,) I asked that the Chair 
11 take the sense of the House upon the proposition that amend- 

tn the mselves shall be subject to the tive objections provided by 

le. The Chair refused to let that question be submitted to the 


Ae ( ONGER > In one moment; I 


Now, with a ' } 
*y ‘nm tha 
eno] ssible In toe 


se. From that ruling I appealed, as my appeal in writing will 
Now it is unimportant to me personally, but it is a matter 
ects every member who has a bill or proposition here which 


‘Jpsires to have considered under this rule, 
construction of the rule no man will dare to have any bill before 
s House for consideration which may be amended to the detriment 
s constituents and of the interests of his people. Therefore it 
action under this five-objection rule. I stated to the House 
sitively the other day that unless it was held that amendments 
mld be submitted to the House for five objections, I and others 
dobject to every bill relating to the revenue which might be 
y general provisions of amendment. 
triven hard to bring this question to the attention of gen- 

emen of the House. They Will meet it every time a bill is presented 
r consideration under the new rule. I would like the opinion of 
» House as to whether it is the better way to have not only the bill 
but also any amendment submitted to tive objections, so that 
1 With business and not waste time in raising questions 
tionable amendments, or it may be “  Alibusterin feat 
by the House during the hour. 
For these reasons I have so earnestly persisted in my effort to have 
sjuestion submitted to the House. If the House should overrule 
t it should consider the ruling of the Chair to be in accordance 

th the spirit of the five-objection rule, I shall submit, of course: 
t lwant the opinion of the House upon the question. 
Mr. ROBESON addressed the Chair. 
Mr. HOOKER. I raise the point that the mornin 

Cries of ‘‘ Regular order!’’] 


because unless that be 
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ended b 


i haves 


selt oD 
may go o1 
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e SPEAKER pro tempore. The morning hour has expired 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr, REAGAN. I take the iloor for the purpose of moving to go into 
ittee of the Whole on the ri ver and harbor appropriation bill ; 


1ont 
ke brie f addresses in con- 





‘6 doing so I propose to yield to the gentleman from Vern 
ER] and others w ho desire to ma 


u with the presentation of the statue of Jacob Collamer. 
STATUE OF JACOB COLLAMER. 
Mr. TYLER. Mr. Speaker, I call up for the consideration of the 
ise the concurrent resolution from the Senate accepting from the 





tateof Vermont the statue of the late Jacob C 
le Clerk read as follows : 
NAT I . El rATES 


January 31, 18=1 





nd by the Senate, (the Hot f Representat ¢ ring,) That the thanks 
8 Congress be prese nted 40 the governor, and through him to the people of 
State of Vermont, for the statue by Pre ston Powers of Jacob Collamer, as an 


hent American statesman ; that this work of art is accept 
the National Statuary Hall set apart by Congres 
uzens from the several States: and th: 
mitted dent of the Senate and the Speake 
the governo! 


d and assigned a place 
ir the statues of distinguished 
hat a copy of t lution, signed by the 
r of the House of Representatives, be trans- 
of the State of Vermont. 





is res 


JOHN C. BURCH, 


Secretary, 


. 


t. TYLER. Mr. Speaker, I highly appreciate the courtesy of the 

ora] le gentleman from Texas [| Mr. REAGAN] in tempor: ily 1: Ly- 

2. aside the river and harbor bill for the consideration of this con- 

ha t resolution, which, since its adoption on the part of the Sen- 
“te, has been unavoidably delayed in the House until this time. 

i July, 1464, Congress passed an act setting apart the historic and 

‘ autifal old Re 2presentatives Hallas a hall of statuary, and authoriz- 

og the President to invite each and all the States to furnish statues 

‘marble or bronze, not exceeding two in number from each State, of 


‘ceased persons who had been citizens thereof and i! 





linstri or isfortheir 
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distinguished civic lilitary servi such 
determine to be worth Vy ol this nation a 


historic renown, or for 
as each State should 


or 


SPARS 

memoration. 
In pursuance thereof the Legislature of Vermont, in 1872, passed 
an act directing the governor to contract, in behalf of the State. with 
Hiram Powers for a statue of J: —_ Collamer, and with Larkin G. 


Mead for a statue of Ethan Allen, 
placed in this National Statuary i a! 

In May, 1876, the statue of Ethan "All n, conceived, modeled, and 
executed by Larkin G. Mead, himself a son of Vermont, and one of 
the nation’s most gifted artists, was, by the State, wench i 
ernor, placed in the Hall 


- statues wher 


} mnleatacd } 
i COMP ie ted To ba 


baa 
in commemoration of the military hist 
of the State and of its most renowned military chieftain. 

Hiram Powers, who was a native of Woodstock, the home of Jacob 
Collamer, having died in June, 1873, in Italy, where he had resided 
during the greater part of his life, the Legislature of my State sub 
sequently conferred upon the governor a discretion to contract with 
some other person for the creation of the statue of Mr. Collamer, and 
the governor exercised that discretion wisely in contracting therefor 
with Preston Powers, a son of the great artist. 

No higher commendation need be bestowed on this rising sculptor 
than to say that he possesses much of his father’s genius, and that 
he has already acquired a degree of skill in the execution and finish 
of his works, which, with his devotion to his profession, gives him 
promise of a rank with the best artists of the ; 
this, I need only refer to his busts of Charles Sumner 
siz, the poet Whittier, General Grant, and others, and his ideal figure, 
‘Maud Maller,” still remaining in his studio in Florence, Italy, and 
the statue which is now presented. 

Jacob Collamer was born in Troy, New York, in January, 1791. 
When he was a child he moved with his father’s family to Burling 
ton, Vermont, where he passed his early life and where he graduated 
at the University of Vermont at the age of nineteen years. He 
studied law with Judge Asa Aldis, then one of the ablest lawyers in 
the State ; was admitted to the bar in 1813 and commenced practice 
in Windsor County, where he always afterward resided. He rose 
capealy to distinction at the bar and for years before his elevation 
to the supreme court of the State, in 1833, he stood in the highest 
rank of the profession. He occupied a seat upon the bench for nine 
years, and until his election to this House, of which he became a 


‘ ge. 


As evidence of 
, Professor Agas- 


member in 1843, and remained such until 1349, when he resigned to 
enter as Postmaster-General the Cabinet of President Taylor. On 
the death of the President, in July of the following year, Mr. Colla- 


mer resigned, as did all the members of the 
his home in Vermont. But a man of his abilities could not be per- 
mitted to remain long in retirement. In October of that year he was 
elected by the Legislature presiding judge of his judicial circuit, 
which place he held till his election, in 1°54, to the Senate of the 
United St tates, in which he took his seat in December, 1855. He was 
elected to a second term in 1860, and served about four years, when 
he died at his home in Woodstock, in November, 1565, after thirty- 
two years of most valuable public service. 

But few citizens of Vermont have been called to so many positions 
of trust and honor as was Jacob Collamer, and few, indeed, have per- 
formed such varied duties with stricter fidelity, with more marked 
ability, or reflected greater honor upon the State than he did. Some 
of her public men may have shone with greater brilliancy, but none 
with a steadier or more enduring light. 

It is not for me on this occasion to enter upon an analysis of his 
character, to speak at length of his public services, or to do more 
than pay a passing tribute tohis memory. He was called, and justly 
so, a self-made man, but Nature gave him the materials with which 
to make a man far above the common order. She endowed him with 
great intellectual faculties which he developed and cultivated to a 
high degree. He stored his mind with vast and varied learning, well 
arranged, and kept by a retentive memory always at ready command. 
A close student, with quick perception, a sound judgment, remark- 
able executive ability, all his actions guided and governed by high 
moral principle, he could not fail to become eminent in whatever 
position he occupied. 

As a lawyer, he was distinguished for his uprightness, his thorough 
knowledge of the legal science, his skill in the conduct of causes, and 
his power as an advocate, displayed “by the calm exertion of reason” 
before juries and courts; as a judge, for his impartiality, his quick 
apprehension of the merits and demerits of every cause presented for 
his consideration, and for the clearness, vigor, ‘and erudition of his 
opinions. Asa statesman, I have only to point to bis record for six- 
teen years in the House and i in the Senate, which belongs not to Ver- 
mont alone but to the whole country. 

His ten years’ service in the Senate was closely identified with an 
important period of the nation’s history; to speak of it would be to 
recall many of the subjects that engaged the grave attention of Con- 
gress previous to the rebellion, the war legislation, and the recon 
struction measures that followed upon the restoration of peace, which 
time will not permit. 

On the event of his death, itor i iddle, 
expressed the sentiment of the Senat 


Cabinet, and returned to 


Sen: of Delaware, doubtless 


» toward him when he said: 


I think Vermont has lost one of her brighest jewels, the Senate one of its most 


courteous members, and the country one of its greatest statesmer He was great 
in feeling, great in thought, and great in action 
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Mr. Speaker, Vermont is proud to present his statue to the nation 
to be placed in the Hall with others of the illustrious dead. There 
may it stand as long as the Republic endures in commemoration of 
the distinguished character and services of him whom his State has 
selected from her long list of eminent jurists and statesmen as the fit 
representative of one of the most intelligent Commonwealths of the 
country. Aa 

Mr. LORING. Mr. Speaker, I have been requested to join in the 
ceremony of presenting to the Congress of the United States a statue 
of one of the distinguished statesmen of Vermont, whose services in 
directing the social and civil system of that Commonwealth, which 
has placed her in the front rank of her associates in this Union, can 
never be forgotten, and have endeared his name to her sons wher- 
ever they may be found. To this request I respond with a deep con- 
sciousness of the sacredness of the task. The Hall which once echoed 
the voices of the great men who shaped our laws in the early period 
of the Republic is now dedicated—I trust for all time to come—as a 
historic national gallery to preserve the solemn group of the found- 
ers of our States and the framers and preservers of our Government. 
To have won a place in that assembly constitutes the full measure 
of American civic greatness; and the popular verdict which selects 
from the multitude of the dead those who are to be immortalized 
there is entitled to our profoundest respect and admiration; for be 
he warrior or statesman who stands there the work which he per- 
formed on earth has made him dear to the hearts of that people whose 
institutions he founded and preserved. 

Already has Vermont set there the statue of him who was her leader 
in the heroic age which preceded her organization as a State. Dur- 
ing that long and weary struggle commencing with the Indian war- 
fare, which extended from the shores of Narragansett Bay to the 
flashing waters of the Connecticut, and ending with a determined 
resistance to Great Britain on the one hand and the Province and 
State of New York on the other, the bold, hardy, defiant spirit was 
developed, which is represented by the stalwart form of Ethan 
Allen. 

But now upon the firm foundation of these manly virtues she has 
erected a civil structure whose architect she brings forward as enti- 
tled to a high place in the immortal gallery. Wearied with war, 
confused by conflicting jurisdictions, exasperated by assumed au- 
thority, contending as a colony and a State for independent existence, 
she entered upon the work of framing a constitution and organizing 
acommonwealth. Recognizing with an instinct peculiar to every 
people who have established their freedom with the sword the rights 
and privileges upon which popular government must rest, she turned 
to the work performed by those who under more fortunate circum- 
stances had completed the fabric she was about to erect. Pennsyl- 
vania offered her advice, and the constitution of that State, framed 
probably by Franklin, was made the foundation of the govern- 
ment of Vermont. From the statute-book of Connecticut she selected 
many of her most wholesome laws. She became familiar with the 
bill of rights and the constitutional provisions of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. Before her lay the laws of Virginia and the con- 
stitution which John Cooke had provided for the Carolinas. She pro- 
vided for religious freedom, declaring “ that all men have a natural 
and inalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences,” and ending with the injunction that 
“every sect or denomination of people oughtto * * * keep up 
and support some sort of religious worship, which to them shall seem 
most agreeable to the revealed will of God.” She asserted that “ the 
people have a right to freedom of speech and of writing and pub- 
lishing their sentiments, therefore the freedom of the press ought 
not to be restrained,” and that ‘‘the printing presses shall be free 
to every person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
Legislature or any part of the government.” She declared that “a 
firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and fru- 
gality are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty 
and keep government free. The people ought therefore to pay par- 
ticular attention to these points in the choice of oflicers and repre- 
sentatives ;” and it was therefore provided “that no person shall 
be capable of holding any civil office in this State except he has 
acquired and maintains a good moral character.” She stipulated 
that ‘all elections, whether by the people or in General Assembly, 
shall be by ballot, free and voluntary; and any elector who shall 
receive any gift or reward for his vote in meat, drink, moneys, or 
otherwise, shall forfeit his right to elect at that time;” and any 
one who shall offer or give such rewards “ shall thereby be rendered 
incapable to serve for the ensuing year.” She set forth that, “as 
every freeman to preserve his independence (if without a sufficient 
estate) ought to have some projession, calling, trade, or farm whereby 
he may honestly subsist, there can be no nescessity for nor use in 
establishing offices of profit, the usual effects of which are depend- 
ence and servility unbecoming freemen in the possessors or expect- 
ants, and faction, contention, corruption, and disorder among the 
people.” The penal code was stern and sweeping, punishing mur- 
der and the profanity of “ high-handed blasphemy ” alike with death. 

It has been well said by her venerable historian that— 


The natural freedom of man; the inherence of power in the people; the estab- 
lishment of government for the benefit of all; the purity of the ballot-box ; the 
subserviency of private property to public uses; the trial by jury ; the sacredness 
of hearth and home; the subordination of the military to the civil power; the 
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right of petition and remonstrance—these, and other principles equally 
asserted with unaffected confidence in this exposition of the moral eine We 


lV ? 
A 


ical faith of the people of Vermont. ‘, and y 


Organized on these principles, Vermont applied for adiissio, 
the Union, and on the 18th of February, 1791, Congress ad nam 
declared “that on the 4th day of March, 1791, the saia Stata i 
name and style of ‘the State of Vermont,’ shall be received “T 
mitted into this Union as a new and entire member of the 1. * 
States of America.” Of the men who thus created this @o,,.. 
wealth and led her into the family of States the names of oe 
Chittenden, Moses Robinson, Nathaniel Chipman, Stephen R ey 
ley, Ira Allen, Ebenezer Allen, Jonathan Hunt, niagistrates, jyy;. 
lawyers, men foremost in their own generation, and many of y) 
descendants are foremost in ours, stand conspicuous, and Would se 7 
to claim for one of their number the high honor which has = 
bestowed upon Jacob Collamer, who, coming after them, seer a 
unite all the qualities which made them the leaders of theiy ioe pte 


Sts 


stands foremost and alone as magistrate, jurist, legislator, ¢ 
minister, Senator, and as the representative of that high-toned 
sturdy Commonwealth whose principles of government I hays .. 
deavored to define. 

It was while the convention which petitioned for the admissjo, 
Vermont into the Union was in session, and a month before tho » 
mission was completed by act of Congress, that Jacob Collamer wa, 
born—a native of that State with which Vermont had had her lon 
and invigorating and successful contest. And it was in 1813, who. 
the State of his adoption had been engaged for twenty-two years ;, 
developing her institutions, and had already enrolled a loug lis: , 
scholars and statesmen, that he commenced his career as ag layye 
in one of her thriving and beautiful towns. There was even ther 
twenty years after her organization, much to be done to give Vermoy: 
a commanding position among the States of that Union which she jy 
joined. And upon this young lawyer as he went on in life this se 
ice seems to have fallen. In his character he seemed to represey; 
those qualities which had carried Vermont through her early stryo 
gles, and had led her to adopt a constitution based on the soundes: 
principles of free government. In the war of 1812 he closed his offic, 
and joined the army of the United States as lieutenant of artillery 
and placed his name in that martial roll for which Vermont had a! 
ready become distinguished. In 1821 he was called by his townsme, 
into civil service, and commenced a public career which closed oy! 
with his death in 1865, and during which he secured the high pos: 






tion as the representative citizen of Vermont in her early years asa) 
independent Commonwealth. 

The statue, which has been carved with such severe and touching 
and expressive simplicity, and has been placed by his grateful felloy 
citizens in the historic Hall of the Capitol, reminds us that he, mor 
than all others, shaped and molded and gave character to the Sta 
in whose service he was so long engaged. He thoroughly comp 
hended that constitution which I have laid before you, and instinet 
ively and without effort was guided by it as citizen and magi 
He was a Christian gentleman, and accepting that freedom of con 
science in matters of religion which was recognized in the constitu 
tion, he was liberal and tolerant while firmin the faith. Strong a 
honest in his convictions, he demanded freedom of speech and th 
press for allmen. Temperate and frugal in all his ways, he stood as 
an example of those virtues which his State required by constitut 
in herrulers. Incapable of bribery himself, he recognized no tempt 
tion in others, and, called to office which he never sought, he dis 
charged his duties faithfully and exercised such economy as the sma 
rewards of public position rendered necessary. He believed in th 
genius of that constitution which laid these principles and chara 
teristics at the foundation of the State. His mind accepted readi! 
the high requirements of constitution and law in the State of bis 
adoption, and to whatever public service he was called he was 
ognized as the embodiment of that stern Puritan code. 

This, then, constitutes his greatness, that he was true to thespirito! 
his Commonwealth, and the highest doctrines of State and society 1! 
his country, and that he never faltered in their defense and advocac; 
He brought to the bar the consciousness of being governed by a sense 
of right and justice, and an intellectual adroitness which could 1 
be led astray into devious paths. He brought to the bench a soun 
knowledge of the law, an unerring judgment, and keen perception 
He brought to the halls of legislation an honest purpose, a quick U0 
derstanding, and great power of statement. 








He brought to all lus 
public service a fearless conscience, great devotion, and undoubted 
courage, great simplicity and great prudence, which seemed to the 
more demonstrative and impetuous like timidity and indecision. 4 
more than forty years, however, years of great moment, crowded W!' 
critical events, he so bore himself as to secure the confidence of 4s 
State, the admiration of his friends, the respect of his opponets 
During these years from 1821, when he entered the Legislature © 
Vermont, to 1265, when he died, there was written the most remars 
able chapter of American history ; and in that period he unostenti- 
tiously performed his part well, and in accordance with those 0° 
trines which he adopted when he entered upon his career as itz 
and servant of the State of Vermont. a 
While it did not fall upon him tocreate and organize and expoun 
as it did upon Parsons and Marshall, while he followed in the om 
steps of great judicial wisdom on the bench of that State, and had 
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. «him the brilliant career of Royall Tyler who as jurist, scholar, 
ovelist, had illumined the early intellectual history of Ver- 
+ was left for him to lay down a body of law which for free- 
tom bias, broad comprehension, logical precision, and purity of 
‘» has not been surpassed. Filled with a profound love of his 
non which his opinions were founded, he tilledin every way the 
: uvyer and a wise judge. Passing from the severe 


, 1 
ta gooud ik 


of this service into the stormy arena of legislative debate, 
ved the calm determination of an enlightened and approv- 
necience, the readiness of a clear understanding, the force of 
a the power of an amiable and unruiiled spirit. Asa member 
“ Lé gislature of Vermont from 1°21 to 1=2=, and of the constitu- 
convention of 1236, he witnessed and took part in that stormy 
a) period during which the younger Adams rose and fell, and 
aan and patriotism of Andrew Jackson inspired a party with 
‘sre and drew to his side in the great crisis the majestic leader 
opposition, Who won in that contest the proud title of Defend- 
e Constitution. Entering Congress in 1842, as a member of 
rty which was then engaged in bitter strife over the fruitless 
ory of 1840, he took part in the first act of that great political 
na which in peace and in war has been enacted on this continent 
hat hour to this. 
annot be said of him that as Representative or Senator or Cab- 
nister he created any volitical issue or sounded the note of 
political contest. But it can be said of him that in the struggle 
¢j=46 he represented the moral sentiment of his State and estab- 
shed her political position on a foundation which has not yet been 
cbaken. Never engaging in the irritations ofsectional strife he always 
cepted the issue firmly and calmly, and supported his own cause 
vith courage and power, not always with a manner satisfactory to 
he impetuous minds which had inspired the contest, but always with 
method which brought to their support the earnest and reflecting. 
In all that long period of desperate endeavor, when great events 
rded upon each other in rapid succession and great reputations 
rere made and great reputations ruined, this calm and determined 
itesman of Vermont displayed the true courage and wisdom of a 
ide who knows the peril and the path to safety. History has re- 
el the grandeur of the great debate which for years occupied 
eaders in the conflict and filled the minds of the people with 
gh purpose, and all along its pages may be found an array of names 
h cannever be forgotten while this Government endures. And 
mg them stands the Senator from Vermont who stood firm in every 
sis, and who, on more than one occasion, so presented the issue to 
e American people that a resolute and defiant determination took 
lace of desperate enthusiasm and inspired them with firmness 
the contlic 
This isthe man whom Vermont has selected as her guiding and 
resentativestatesman, and whose statue she presents to her country 
sher tribute to the illustrious group which is slowly gathering in 
nder Hall, As I contemplate the simple and quiet dignity, the 
lm intelligence, the sweet and amiable spirit, the resolute purpose 
i mark that faithful and impressive image of her chosen jurist 
nd statesman, I rejoice with her that she has bestowed upon her 
intry so noble an example of the American citizen, one who will 
ways be remembered as the— 
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Justum et tenacem propositi virun 
Non civium ardor prava jubent 
Non vultus instantis tyranni 
Mente quatit solida 


Whose armor was his honest though 


And simple truth his utmost skill 


Mr. STEPHENS, Mr. Speaker, I ask the indulgence of the House 
él add a few remarks to what has been so appropriately and 
juently said by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. TyLer] and 
é gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. LORING] in support of the 
Tesolution under consideration. The occasion is to me impressive 
ind suggestive. The distinguished statesman whose statue is now 
presented under the act of Congress of 1564 by the State of Vermont 
‘knew well and intimately for several years. We entered Congress 
together in 1843 and remained in the House together until 1849, when 
l¢ Was appointed to the office of Postmaster-General. During the 
‘iree Congresses, the Twenty-eighth, Twenty-ninth, and Thirtieth, 
~ Our joint service in the old legislative Hall for two years wo occu- 
pied adjacent seats. We were also of the same mess at Mrs. Carter’s 

irding-house in the old Dowson row on Capitol Hill, over yonder, 
‘Atte northeast of the present Senate Chamber, which has within 
ue last lew years been removed for the enlargement of the Capitol 
sounds, He contributed much “to the light of the life” of that 
ess, Where were Taney, Story, McLean, and McKinley of the Supreme 
Vourt bench, and Peters, theold reporter, with John J. Crittenden (Sen- 
‘or) and Henry Grider, (Member,) of Kentucky; Henry Y. Cranston, 
{Rhode Island ; Meredith P. Gentry and Edward H. Ewing, of Ten- 
1ea8e8 5 Allen F. Owen, Toombs, and myself, of Georgia, with other 
oe visitant lawyers attending the Supreme Court, among 
-th Were the elder Thomas Ewing, of Ohio, with his little son bear- 
‘Ug his father’s name, who is now a distinguished member of this 


House, and the present Chief-Justice Waite, and Mr. Evarts, now Sec- 
lary of State. 


| instead of what was called the general-ticket systen 
| that on the celebrated trial of the bishops in the* re 
n, and with a religious faith in the wisdom of the Constitu- | 


| of a little over five minutes, with such force and 
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I well recollect Judge Collamer’s first speech in the House. It 1 


: ; ; r as 
in support of the constitnutionality of the law of Congress providing 


for the election of members of the House in all the States by districts. 

Macaulay says 

ign of James 

II,” Lord John Somers (then an unknown barrister) made a speech 
} ower that wl 


ha sat dawn hie renntation : “y rator na cor 
De §5at GOWn Lis reputation as an Ori rand cons 


was established. 

This speech of Judge Collamer, not over thirty minutes } 
was so pointed, clear, logical, and conclusive, that it put him at once 
in the front rank of debaters, lawyers, and jurists in the House, where 
were Robert C. Winthrop, Daniel Barnard, Meredith P. Gentry, the 
two Ingersolls, (brothers, Jared and Joseph R.,) R. Barnwell Rhe 
Kenneth Rayner, Alexander Dromgoole, Dixon H. Lewis, Cave John 
son, Henry A. Wise, and “ the old man eloquent,” John Quincy Adams 
many of whom and others had already attained a national and some of 
them a world-wide reputation. 

Of the new members who came in the House with myself and the 
distinguished deceased, in honor of whom we received this statue, 
only three, I believe, besides myself are now in public life. These 
are the learned and scholarly George P. Marsh, of Vermont, a dis- 
tinguished colleague of the deceased, who is still in the service of 
the country abroad, the present senior Senator from Maine, Mr. HAM 
LIN, ex-Vice-President of the United States, and Alexander Ramsey, 
the present distinguished Secretary of War. 

This occasion, Mr. Speaker, I have said is to me impressive; it is 
profoundly so. It revives many pleasant reminiscences, and also 
causes many sad and melancholy reflections. 

In the language of one of Nature’s truest poets Ican most t1 


say: 





~ o'ert 


these scenes my memory wakes 


And fondly broods with miser care 
rime but the impression deeper makes 
As streams their channels deeper wea! 

What changes have taken place since those days! What changes 
in the personnel of those conducting the public attairs of our country! 
What changes in the outward, material world! What progress in 
art, in science, in steam, in the telephone, in meteorology, the signal 
service, in photography, in the telegraph, and other uses and appli- 
cations of the wonderful but hidden power of electricity! But enough 
upon these subjects now. 

This occasion is also, as I have said, suggestive. It is suggestive, 
among other things, of that question so ably and eloquently discussed 
by Rome’s greatest orator as well as profoundest casuist and philos- 
opher. Cicero, so entertaining in all matters touched by him, has left 
few papers more instructive than his treatise entitled ‘ De Finibus,” 
in which he treats of the “Ends,” or what should be the chief aims 
and objects of life. 

These ceremonies and the National Statuary Hall will teach the 
youth of the land in succeeding generations as they come and go that 
the chief end of human effort in a sublunary view should be useful- 
ness to mankind, and that all true fame which should be perpetuated 
by publie pictures, statues, and monuments, is to be acquired only 
by noble deeds and high achievements and the establishment of a 
character founded upon the principles of truth, uprightness, and 
inflexible integrity ; and that— 

Honor and shame from no condi 
Act well your part, there all tl 


1on Tise¢ 


honor lies 





The late distinguished Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Sumner) in 
characterizing Jacob Collamer styled him “ the Green Mountain Sox 
rates.” In this he was right, not only in the sense in which he illus 
trated his meaning, but also in another. Collamer was not only 
Socratic in his mode of reasoning, his manner of ‘‘ handling” a sub 
ject under discussion, and the earnestness of his convictions, but he 
came as near the rule laid down by Socrates as a test of wisdom as 
any man lever knew. This great teacher said that the highest of 
all wisdom is a knowledge of the boundary line between the know 
and the unknown. 

The subject of this tribute was a striking example of wisdom 
this order. He was a man of great probity, of most exemplary con 
duct, and of sincere piety, but never indulged in the expression o! 
positive opinions or even speculations upon the unknown or what | 
did not clearly understand in any sphere of thought. 

This occasion, Mr. Speaker, is also highly suggestive in anothe: 
respect, especially to all of us in this House and just now while we are 
in the chilling shadow of death which has so recently stricken one 
of our most distinguished associates, [Mr. FERNANDO Woop.] It 
teaches that in all our conflicts and struggles and aspirations for suc 
cess, for ascendency and distinction and worldly fame, we should 
remembet and ever bear in mind the great truth that 

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power 

And all that beauty, all that wealth eer gave 
Await alike the inevitable hour. — 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave 

Man’s highest aspirations should be for objects and ends in anothea 
and higher sphere of existence. [{Applause.] 

Mr. TYLER. I now move the adoption of the cofcurrent resolu- 
tion of the Senate. 

The resolution was adopted 
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Mr. TYLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution | the United States Military Academy at West Point, no adver sovel 
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | having been made thereon. S€ report State 
on the table. RANCHO EL PASO DE LOS ALGODONES ate 
The latter motion was agreed to. On motion of Mr. PACHECO, by unanimous nies Tins rt 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. granted for the withdrawal from the files of the Honse of the 
A message from the Senate, by } Burcu, its Secretary, an- | in the case of the claimants to the Rancho E1 Pago ; 47 papers 


{r 
Sha 

nounced that the Senate had passed, with amendments in which the | no adverse report having been made thereon. 
concurrence of the House was requested, the bill (H. R. No. 6972) 


making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department Mr. REAGAN I should like very much to blig 
for the fiscal vear ending June 30, 18=2, and for other purposes. ae eee ‘ ; J MH tO Oblige gentle 


The message also announced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. ae ae . e ye te aoa but if I yield to one ] will ret 
No. 2165) for the relief of Sidney P. Luther, in which the concur- | into trouble, anc { 1erefore am compe led to insist Upon My motion th 
cana nn Vineke was odeeel. the House shall resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole Ho». 
FONCS OF the 1100 - , on the state of the Union for the purpose of proceeding to the err... 

eration of the river and harbor appropriation bill: and 


le los Alo 


RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BULL. 


stnhe 





r 


consi’. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
; Pending 


The SPEAKER j mpore. The gentleman trom Texas [Mr. | that motion, I move all further debate on the pending paragran’ 
Pi REAGAN] is entitled to the floor. and amendments thereto shall be closed in ten minutes, 
Briee a he Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio. I hope the gentleman will yield to me. Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio. I hope the gentleman will yield to mo 
PER i Mr. REAGAN. I am appealed to by a number of gentlemen to | will not take up much time. F v 
6 igs yield for measures which are interesting and important to them; but Mr. TALBOTT. I thought the gentleman would yield ¢, , 
5 ‘e f 1 do so Ishall waste the day. I must decline to yield to any one. | reference to asoldier’s monument. : ey 
; if I move that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole | Mr. REAGAN. I must insist upon my motion. 
Bi i to resume the consideration of the river and harbor bill, and pend- The motion closing debate was agreed to. 
Flee 4 ng that motion I move that all debate on the pending paragraph Mr. REAGAN. I now insist on my motion to go into commiti. 
ind amendments to if be limited to ten minutes. The motion was agreed to. ites 
bee | The SPEAKER pro tempore. Before putting the motion of the gen- The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of , 9 
at ae Aleman from Texas the Chair, if there be no objection, will lay betere | Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CARLISLE in the chair. 
he House several executive communications. The CHAIRMAN. The House resumes the consideration of ta} 
Phere was no objection. (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the construction, comp), 
PAVEMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. tion, repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers and harbors 


and for other purposes. The Clerk will report the pending parac 
The Clerk read as follows: , 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following 





message from the President of the United States: which, with the | i re 
accompanying papers, was referred to the Committee on the District | Improving ( a sea se ; alifornia, eee and the sums of money heret 
' . Coli mbia tnd ordered to be printed: tore gy eee or this improvement an¢ unexpended are hereby reapprop 
‘ 1 Columbia, and order pri i: | ated; but the sums 80 appropriated and reappropriated shall not be available unt 
+ To the Senate and House of Representatives | the right of the United States to the bed of the estuary and training walls of tl . , 
f 1} ate Minnie dihae aia si ceil Pia ie a iat work is secured, free of expense to the Government, in a manner satisfactory ¢ | 
“ herewith transmit t re final report addressed to me he missioners ap- | the Secretary of War. ‘ ( S 
: pointed under the act of Congress approved July 19, 1876, authorizing the repave- | : 
7 ment of that part of Pennsylvania Avenue lying between the Treasury Depart-| Mr, PAGE. I move to amend that paragraph by striki: g out thi 
nent and the Capitol grounds B. HAYES. words: can 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, February 14, 1881 | And the sums of money heretofore appropriated for this improvement and 
pended are hereby reappropriated ; but the sums so appropriated and reapp: . 
WASHINGTON AND GEORGETOWN RAILROAD COMPANY. | ated shall not be wallabies until the right of the United States to the bed . 





estuary and training walls of this work is secured, free of expense to the G ‘ 
ment, in @ manner satisfactory to the Secretary of War. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from 
the president of the Washington and Georgetown Railroad Company, ; ; : = 
transmitting a report of the receipts and disbursements of that com- If the House should strike out these words I will then, by the 
pany for the year ending December 31, 1850; which was referred to | Sent of the committee, at the end of the bill add that no money ap 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. | propriated by this bill shall be available until the rights of the Unit 

States to make such improvements as are herein provided shall ly 


BUILDINGS AT MILITARY POSTS, 








; secured free to the United States in a manner satisfactory to ¢! 
; The SPEAK ER pro tempore also laid before t he House a letter from Secretary of War. ; 
ey the Secretary of War, transmitting estimates of appropriation for re- The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest to the gentleman from 
H 4) pairs of buildings at military posts; w hich was reterred to the Com- | California, if he desires to address the committee on the whole sub- pel 
pe 4 mittee on Appropriations. ject, he had better move to strike out and insert. a 
j, % LIEUTENANT ROBERT G, SMITHER. Mr. PAGE. I do not care to insert the amendment here. If the ' 
; words indicated in my amendment are stricken out, then my amend- | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from 











eye . . 3 . a . ee . £ . f 
bet ; the Secretary of War, relative to the change of grade of Lieutenant | ™* nt will en properly See at the end of the bill. ; E I 
ee ( Robert G. Smither; which was referred to the Committee on Military Now, one word, Mr. Chairman, why this appropriation in my judg 
Pe ; Affairs “ | ment should be stricken out. In the first place there is no questior 
bie if - . . in the mind of the Secretary of War as to the right of the United 
é : SIO ) sp SSESSME s STRICT ? y > ‘ ° 8 < om . 1 y 
i} REVISION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. States to make this improvement. The bill adopted last year hada 
re Phe SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from | similar provision to the one contained in this bill. The Secretary of 
: if the commissioners of the District of Columbia, transmitting the report | War immediately called upon the Attorney-General of the United 
of the chief of the special assessment bureau relative to the execu- | States for his legal opinion as to the right of the United States to 
tion of the acts of June 19, 1875, and June 27, 1879, authorizing and | make this improvement. That opinion is as follows : 
directing the revision of special assessments; which was referred to DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. Washington, June 2, Iss). | 
RED BANK CREEK | Sm: Your letter of the 18thinstant calls my attention to the report of the United 
i a — a | States attorney for California, upon the subject of the title to the channel entrance 1) 
; Phe SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from to Oakland Harbor in that State. Italso informs me that in the river and harber I 
: the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the survey of Red Bank | 2 approved June, 1880, the following clause occurs : — th 
‘ ¢ rf CO : ‘ . ‘Improving Oakland Harbor, California, $60,000; and the sums of money heret i 
Creek; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. | oom ean “ seneied 


fore appropriated for this improvement are hereby mepoeeets but the sums 
so appropriated and reappropriated shall not be available until the right ot th 
United States to the bed of the estuary and training-walls of this work is secures, 
free of expense to the Government, in a manner satisfactory to the Secretary 0! 
War.’ ’ 
Upon this report, in connection with the clause just quoted, you reques 


SINKING-FUND ACT OF 1:78, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of the Interior, recommending an amendment to the 
sinking-fund act of 1578; which was referred to the C ittee : aaa ae t tothe 
; ° , s referred to the Committee on opinion upon the question whether the United States now has the legal right tot 


Ways and Means. bed of the estuary and training-walls of this work. ; 
MOCCASIN RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA, Upon the facts as stated by the United States attorney, the estuary in quest" 
is a navigable estuary, through which the tide ebbs and flows, and the training 
walls of the work are below high-water mark. It is not necessary, therefore, © 
consider whether or not the soil of the beach between high and low water mals 
or the bed of the estuary belongs to any private persons. The only question t 0° 
determined is whether the United States have such a right that, whatever ma) ™ 


eae 


The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the survey of Moccasin 
River, North Carolina; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


bib aigemtgarp ne ee 
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Piet ? merce, and ordered to be printed. the title of riparian proprietors, they may prosecute the work of improvement 

5 if i LEAVE OF ABSENCE. the harbor, and erect such structures as they deem necessary for the purpose, ue 
a im f Mr _ o- > : out affording any just cause of complaint to such private owners. ee Ww 
ae Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, by unanimous consent, was granted | The language of the clause is undoubtedly ex industria ; and, while the rey i is 
os i leave of absence for one week on account of important business | the United States is to be secured (free of expense to the Government) to the 0° . 
5 . } ° | . a ee I : li have neces eT 
ney ; asena/tieniaeen! he = eal | of the estuary and training-walls, itis not contemplated that it shall ave aed 
Sia de it HYACINTHE ROBERT AGNELL. | sarily an absolute title, in the full sense of those words, to the bed of the — “bned al 
a ‘4 3 On motion of Mr. COVERT, by unanimous consent, leave was | such portions of whe wp hene — as are occupied by + gern Ae struct: pl 

Cita a is ‘ = mee } Sa all ‘ anarg | title to the lands which the United States proposes to use for the purpose” on Ci 

i a ie granted for the ™ ithdraw al from the - . = the House of the Papers | ures for the improvement of the harbor below high-water mark is derived fr a 

; { i i in the case of Hyacinthe Robert Agnell, late professor of French at | the State. But the State itself does not possess apy right, either by virtue of 
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ae as 

Bute : 

a ey 
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or its ownership, which could in ar 


states, Cone reoulate navigation, and hence to regulate and improve 
sit 

10 matter what the effect may be upor i the subordinate 
f the @ soil ot ywered by such navigable waters. The bed of t] 
I » bed of a navigable stream o1 sheet of water, to the 
e by whi ch training-wal lis and oth er structures are essential 


Py sree tion and proper enjoyment of a public road 








rl 


© estuary 


1 way control the right of the United 
ig stesred by the Constitution, to re gulate commerce his right includes 
‘ navigable 
oey A th t may do by the erection of such structures as it deems necessary 


thts of 


use of the 


nr stale as culverts, drains, or embankments may be for t 








t of the United States attorney cites many authorities sustaining the 
hat private rights in land covered by navigab! essarilv 
hi her rights of the public. I observe one, however, which failed to 
ntion, Which gives a full and clear view of the whol biect. (Sout] 
Gecrgia et al., 93 United States, 4 The whole subject is so elabo 
i sedin this case that I deem it supertinous to do more than to refer to it. 
ct a to your inquiry, 1 am of opinion that the United States has a 
ti » the Sed of the estuary in question for the purpose of said nrové 
. etion of training-w: lls ‘or any other appropriate structure ltha 
rs of the soil can make no ct mmplaint of su 1 
spectfully, your obedient servant 
( \ 1) ENS 
Lit G 
t RAMSEY, 8 tary of Wa 
1the attention of the committee to the order of the Se 


Wat under that opinion of the Attorney-General, to the Cl 


ers. and to the orde! of the Chief of Engineers to Lieut 
George H. Mendell : 
W DEPARTM 
Washington City, Februar 
S Referring to you! telegram of the Mth instant, requesting cop 


Secretary of War directing Colonel George H. Mendell, Corps 
xpend money for impro »vements of Oakland Harbor, I have respectful 


ose herew! th copy of indorsement of the Secretary of War of 





opy of instruction to Colonel! Mendell of July 20, com nici 
Ve res} tfull: 
TOU) ee 
r 0) 
> ly] : fi 
TUNI 
yartment of Justice, in rei mprovement Oakland Harbor, Califor 
subject Title to the channel- ntri ance to the harbor 
ion: That the United States has a legal right to use t bed of t 
estion for tl 16 purpose of said improvement, and that the owners o 
ike no compl aint 
| Indorsement 
e Chief of Engineers will advise Lieutenant Colonel Mendell, or su 





neer officer who may be in charge of the work of this opin 


Let of 
I ord 


( 


1 1580, 


h other 


ion, directing him 


roceed with the work in accordance with the approved plans and estimates 


tofore submitted 


ALEX. RAMSE} 


of War 


16, 185 Secretary 


OFFI I CHIEF OF ENGINEERS 
UNITED STATES 4 


W ishington Be Ox, é July 20, 








1380 


Your letter of the 26th ultimo, submitting project for the ay yp! ication of the 
priation of June 14, 1880, ** for improving Oakland Harbor, California, $60,000, 
the sums of money heretofore appropriated for this improvement and unex 

we hereby reappropriated, but the sums so appropriated and reappropriated 
ot be available until the ris ght of the United States to the bed of the estuary 
training walls of the work is secured, free of expense to the Government, ina 


anner satisfactory to the Secretary of War,”’ has been received 
[he project is approved. ‘The $60,000 appropriated by the river and ] 
March 3, 1879, is deemed to have been reappropriated 


iarbor ac 


connection with this subject, a copy of the opinion of the honorable 


mey-General of the United States, dated June 22, 1880, relative to the 
nt of Oakland Harbor, California, and the channel entrance thers to, 
sement of the honorable the Secretary of War thereon, dated July 
hed for your information and guidan¢ 

ll proceed accordingly 

ind of Brigadier-General Wri 

respectfully, your ob« di nts 










im} 


‘th in- 


1820. is 


Hi. M Paes 


Capta f I 
itenant-Colonel GrorGce H. 3 : 


MENI 
Corps of Engineers, San Francis ( 1 


Now, Mr. Chairman, the on! y que stior 1 which has ever arisen in this 

iter was settled yearsago, Soon after this work had been entered 

n by the General Government, Colonel Mendell made mention of 

i fact ina report to the Engineer Departme nt that the Oakland 
iter Front Comp: ivy had | laid claim to certain lande between high- 

le and the ship channel, and that the Government could not and 


f¢hi 


hot recognize the right of any private c orpor ation to any portion 
‘this land, Then C are in its appropri ation made it conditional 


on the Oakland Water Front C ompany toc ede whatever rights it 


ad, if any, to the United Sh ates. 


As I said at the ] last C ongress, these conditions were imposed upon 
¢ river and harbor bill, and in accordance with the instructions in 
1at bill the Seere tary of War submitted this whole question to the 
‘torney-General of the United States. Now, the Attorney-Gene ral 


of f the United States called upon the United States attorney of San 
ranciseo for a re port upon the subject, and upon that response he 


waned his report to the Secretary of War, upon which this money 


48 ordered to be expended. And that is all that can be done. 


There 


30 higher authority to appeal to than the law oflicer of the po 
ademas the United States, whose opinion as submitted is cle: 

= ‘xplicit and cites also the opinion of various decisions of the Su- 
= Court of the United States to sustain him; and w hy a spe- 


Clal ¢ 
l appropriation should be tied up in this manner continua 


ly » year 


+ 
} 
sel 
nel 
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after year, after the law ofticer of the Government has given an opin 
ion whieh clvinies @ 16 necessity or tl 18 propriety of auch restri tion 
is more than I can understand. I ask, therefore, as a matter of right 
that it be stricken out for the reason that it causes useless i un 
necessary delay and trouble in a matter which is of gre mp e 





in the attairs of f thi s people who are so interested in tl lest 
trust, Mr. Chairman, that the Committee on Commerce will 






consent 
to strike it ont now. Iam informed and believe that a majority of 
the committee are in favor of striking it ont. But if such a proviso 
is to be incorpors we n this appropriation bill and appended to any 
provision of it, then I ask that it be made a general provision, and 


that it be ext nded to all places which may be involved in the same 


manner or present the same conditions, rather than that it shall be a 
special restriction to this one point, where it has no applicability and 
where it only etfects a hinderance and delay. If this provision is a 
general one and applies to all places in the United States where it is 
proposed to make such improvements, it might not be so objection 
able. But as well might any gentleman come up here and say, ‘I 
right toa porsies 1 of the improvements of Galveston Harbor, 
: ton Harbor,” and upon that mere statement the Committee 
on Commerce of this Honse would have the same right to impose 
such a restriction as to the expenditure of money as they have to 
lis work, which as been clearly recogniz all over these different 
appropriations, a where over two hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars has been already expended. 


l 
} 
A 


+} 





I hope the money in this case will no longer be tied up by such a 
restriction. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to occupy the attention of 
the House as brietly as possible in the consideration of this matte 
and shall take up no time in discussing the propriety of the amend 

ments which may be submitted, for the reason that this is a bill which 
should pass without delay, because all the works which have already 
been commenced upon these public improvements will be suspended 
necessarily unless this bill becomes a law. 

Oakland Harbor is one of great necessity and importance to the 
acific coast. The subject of appropriations for that harbor have 
been under disc — on every bill for the last six years. 

I deem it proper to make this statement to the House as tot 
round upon which the qualification proposed in this bill as to the 
expe ae money for the improvement of that harbor is 

he United States, it appears, relinquished to the State of Cal 


+ ee 


made 
iifornia 
the submerged lands in the bay of San Francisco. Under the title 
from the United States to the State of California the Pacitic Railroad 
Company obtained possession of the submerged lands. The work nov 
being done is by dredging an estuary from the deep water of the bay 
into Oakland Harbor, and the building of training walls for protect 
ing the harbor. The Pacific Railroad Company claims the right to 
this property as being part of the submerged lands secured under 
their title. The railroad company, therefore, has as much interest 
the improvement of the harbor as any other portion of the peopl 
Mr. PAGE. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him 
Mr. REAGAN. I cannot submit now to an interruption. 
Mr. PAGE. I wish merely to say that the gentleman is clearly 
mistaken. The railroad company make no claim whatever, if the 
Water Front Company—— 
Mr. REAGAN. I beg to insist upon my statement as true, and hope 
that I will not be interrupted. They have been appealed to to re 
linquish to ae Government the right to the estuary which has been 
made largely by the dredging boats of the United States, and the 
training walls also built by it and at its expense. They refuse to 
surrender the right which they claim and ask the execution of a pro- 
je ct, requiring more than a million of dollars to complete, on what 
they claim is their private property. Now, we might go on and ex- 
pend the million of dollars or over, and they can of course demand 
control of the whole of it after it is done, under the claim now sab 
mitted of their title to the land. When the work is completed they 
t 


T 





can say to the Government which built it, you must pay us the value 
of the work, whatever it may be, before you can be privileged to use 
it. Therefore what the Committee on Commerce have seen proper to 
do is to say to this company that you must re linguish your claim 1 
the right of this estuary and the training walls before we will allow a 
dollar of this money to be expended. 

Now, my friend from California presents what he says is an opiniot 
of the Attorney-General disposing of the whole question; and whit 


~~ 


this may be an opinion covering the ground alleged, I claim, and 
call the attention of the committee to it, that it goes to no statement 
of the facts in the opinion as to the basis on which it is founded. 
The facts of the case are not alluded to at all, and from that I am 
inclined to believe that the opinion of the Attorney-General was 
founded upon no question touching the basis or right of these claim 
ants, that question not being discussed in that opinion at all. And it 
they were alluded to, while the opinion of the Attorney-Ge neral would 
be persuasive as the opinion of a great lawyer and law officer, it does 
not settle the question of title. It is not an adjudication of the ques 
tion in any sense, for in the face of that opinion, instead of rel 
quishing the right to the estuary and training walls, these gentle 
men refuse to do it and seek the repeal of the provision to which 
reference is made. 

The question being taken on Mr. PAGE’s amendment, there were— 
ayes 52, noes 64, 
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So (farther count not being called for) the 
agreed to. 
Mr. PAGE. I offer the amendment 
The Clerk read as follows: 


amendment was not 


. : — 
WwW hic ih I send tothe cdesa. 


Strike out all after the word “reappropriated ' to the end of the paragraph, 
namely, the words ‘ but the sums so appropriated and reappropriated shall not be 
available until the right of the United States to the bed of the estuary and training 
walls of this work is secured, free of expense to the Government, in a manner sat- 
isfactory to the Secretary of War” and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

But no money appropriated by this bill shall be available until the rights of the 
United States to make such improvements as are herein provided shall be secured 


free to the United States in a manner satisfactory to the Secretary of War 
Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa, rose. 
The CHAIRMAN. Under the order of the House, the amendment 


is not debatable. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFI, of Iowa. I know that; but I desire to offer a 
substitute which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

No money appropriated by this act shall be expended in the improvement of 
any stream, or part thereof, notwithstanding the same be designated and appro- 
priated for by name herein, in which, inthe part to be improved, or in the improve 
ment, any corporation or individual has any proprietary interest, or on which 
stream or improvement any tolls are or may be collected, until such proprietary 
uterest is surrendered to the United States. 

Mr. PAGE. I make the point of order on the substitute just read, 
that it is not germane to the paragraph to which I have offered my 
unendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not necessary, under the rule, that the 
amendment should be germane to the paragraph under consideration ; 
otherwise it would be in the power ot the Chair to dictate the order 
in which provisions should be inserted. The rule is, it should be 
germane to the bill. 

Mr. PAGE. I hope the gentleman will withdraw his amendment 
for the present and take some other opportunity of offering it. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFPF, of Iowa. I have noobjection. I withdraw the 
substitute for the present. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from California, [Mr. PAGE. } 

Mr. PAGE. The committee will observe my amendment makes a 
general provision, while the proviso in the bill is a special one. 

The question being taken on Mr. PAGE’s amendment, there were— 
ayes 63, noes 62. 

Mr. PAGE. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. PAGE and Mr. REAGAN were ap- 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 62, 
noes 70, 

Mr. PAGE. LI insist on a quorum. Let us have a full vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The tellers will continue their count. 

The count was resumed, and the tellers reported—ayes 77, noes 84. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFT, of Iowa. I now offer the amendment which I 
withdrew a few moments ago. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add tothe paragraph the following: 

No money appropriated by this act shall be expended in the improvement of any 
stream, or part thereof, notwithstanding the same be designated and appropriated 
for by name herein, in which, in the part to be improved, or in the improvement, 
any corporation or individual has any proprietary interest, or on which stream or 
improvement any tolls areor may be collected, until such proprietary interest is sur- 
rendered to the United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. WILSON. Let us vote it down. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 46, noes 82. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of lowa. No quorum. 

rhe CHAIRMAN. A quorum not having voted the Chair will order 
tellers, and appoints the gentleman from Iowa, Mr. UppEGRAFF, and 
the gentleman from Texas, Mr. REAGAN. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 43, 
noes 111. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Phe Clerk resumed the reading of the bil, and read the following: 

Improving Karitan River, New Jersey, $25,000; of which sum $20,000 shall be 
expended on rocks at Whitehead Sand Dock, and $5,000 at South Channel, between 
Crab Island and South Amboy 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I offer as an amendment to come in at 
the close of the paragraph just read, what I send to tl 


The Clerk read as follows: 


e desk. 


8 insert 
No money appropriated by this act 


strean 


After line £ 
shall be expendedin the improvement of any 
notwithstanding the same be designated and appropriated for by name 

erein: Provided, The object beof a local character or the use be merely local and 
not of general benefit to the States. 

Mr. VANCE. I desire to ask the Chair if that amendment has not 
been substantially voted on before by the committee ? 

Mr. CLYMER. Oh, no; it has not. 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment substantially the same may have 
been voted on by the committee, but it is not exactly the same propo- 
sition, and the Chair will submit it. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYI, of Iowa. This paragraph appropriates $25,000 
for the Raritan River, in New Jersey. From the best information I 


can obtain the length of this stream that is at all navigable is about 
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twelve miles. The object of this improvement is cert 
local object. The paragraph as I have said ap 
The amount necessary to complete the project 
engineers at page 517 of the report, is $2,093,000, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if this section becomes a lay 
amendment it involves the expenditure of over two million dollar. ,, 
else this appropriation is of no use and no consequence, Taking: ; 
whole bill and judging the whole bill by this appropriation ay) 
consequences which follow it, the passage of the bill as it now «. 
without amendment involves the appropriation by Congress at ace 
time or another of the amount of $690,000,000 or else the any... 
tions in the bill are of no value. “PPTopria 

I have endeavored to ascertain upon what principle this bij) « 
drawn. I have not been able to ascertain it. I would like to h 
had some limits defined in some place or in some manner fo, a 
appropriations. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr, Rrs 
who spoke the other day here in the committee, a member of 4 
Committee on Commerce, and speaking for it, I doubt not, made 
quotation from Judge Story, volume 2, page 162, in which he gar... 

The only limitations upon the power are those prescribed by the terms , 
Constitution, that the objects shall be for the common defense or the ge 
fare of the Union. The true test is whether the object be of a local character .. 
local use, or whether it be of general benefit to the States. If it be purely te 
( ongress cannot constitutionally appropriate money for the object. But if the hoe 
efit be general, it matters not whether in point of locality it be in one State or. 
eral; whether it be of large or of small extent, itsnature and character ¢ 
the right, and Congress may appropriate money in aid of it. 

Now, if this be the rule, if the constitutional power of Congress; 
appropriate money for this purpose is properly defined in the extrac: 
I have read, then the amendment which I have had the honor ty 
ofier simply confines these appropriations within the just constity 
tional power of Congress. . 

Mr. ROBESON. I agree with the general propositions presented 
by my friend from Iowa, [Mr. UPDEGRAFF ;] but he has struck th, 
wrong stream this time. [Great laughter.] The Raritan River jg 
the stream into which the Delaware and Raritan Canal debonches at 
a point a few miles from the mouth of the river. Over the part of 
that stream to be improved by this appropriation floats all the water 
commerce between the metropolitan city of New York and the great 
manufacturing city of Philadelphia; and over that stream, starting 
from New York, floats the water commerce to tho Chesapeake Ba ¥, 
to Baltimore, to Washington, and to the South. Therefore, if there 
be a stream in the country that is not local in its character it is the 
stream which carries tide-water navigation furthest from New York 
toward Philadelphia, and is connected with the inland interests of 
the West and the agricultural section of the South. That is 2)! ] 
have to say about this particular appropriation. 

Mr. WILSON. And that is a good speech. [ Laughter. ] 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. Upprana 
of Iowa, and it was not agreed to upon a division—ayes 24, nox 
counted. 

Mr.COX. I move toamend the paragraph just read by addi 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That no money shall be appropriated by this act for any stream whe 
any corporate company is authorized by any State law to collect tolls or boomag 

Mr. COX. We had a vote a few moments ago on a proposition ver 
similar to this, but we had not at that time the advantage of being 
able to discuss the proposition offered by the gentleman across th 
way. 

Now, this House may not know, and the Committee on Commerc: 
may not know, that there has been and is now a custom under t 
law of some States, the State of West Virginia, for instance, of al! 
ing corporate companies to collect tolls or boomage upon cert: 
streams, while the United States Government has been all th 
paying out money from the General Treasury for the benetit o! 
provements on these rivers where such tolls have been collected. 

I desire now to call the attention of the House to Elk River, ior 
instance, which is put down in the Centennial Gazetteer of the Unitec 
States as a tributary of the Great Kanawha, in West Virginia. I" 
there stated that Elk River rises in Rich Mountain, Randolph Count 
and flows through Braxton, Clay, and Kanawha counties. It does 
not flow into the Ohio River at all, but as a tributary of the Gr 
Kanawha. On this Elk River are floated down logs; there !s 4 
of push-pole navigation, I imagine, as well as raft navigation. 

By the provisions of chapter 74 “An act to incorporate the » 
River Land Improvement, Manufacturing and Booming Com} 
passed by the Legislature of West Virginia February 27, 150°, ¢« 
tain corporators are authorized to subscribe for stock, to form a cot 
porate company, and to erect booms on Elk River. By the eights 
tion of that act they are authorized to construct booms, with or wit 
out piers, as may be necessary for the purpose of stopping and secut- 
ing logs, masts, spars, and other timber, and to charge and collect 
tolls and boomage on saw-logs or other timber as may be secare¢ 
their booms by warps, wedges, &c. al 

So also in respect to another river for the improvement of Whi” 
this Government has been paying large sums of money. | hay 7 
an “‘ act to incorporate the Elk River Navigation Company, Pe . 
March 4, 1868, by the Legislature of West Virginia. We have oe 
all the proofs, which the Committee on Commerce did not have, t wt 
this is a company for collecting tolls on the various articles tran 
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te] down that river, Nak ios lai allied ad as crude and retined oil, empty oil bar- 
ea ilt and spirituous liquors, flour, timber lumber of all 
+ ctaves and headings, wood and tan- bark, coal and coke, &e. 
r ; comps any is authorized to impose certi ain taxes upon such arti- 
ockage, steamboats, barges, &c., and those tolls are collected 
npany of private individuals incorporated by the laws of 
And all this time Congress has been making contri- 


logs, 
ig 
is, 


st Virginia. 4 
ng for the improvement of the navigati on of that river, while 
te individ juals have been making mons y out of such improve- 


of 2 WILSON. You are mistaken about that. 
<a PAR KS. There 1s the law: the gent] man has read the law. 
T. FRYE. I would call the attenti ion of the gentleman from New 
=; Mr. ( ox] to this: that for a great many years we have been 
« New York Harbor, and there is no tol taken on any river 
untry so outrageous, 80 unjust, and so destructive to Pp yubli 


tsas the compulsory pilotage enforced in New York Harbor. 


rerest 


wr COX. Except perhaps your navigation laws, which will not 
a people to buy ships at pleasure. The only things that are 
structed by the legislation which the gentleman favors are ships 
| obscet ne , literature. 

[ He re the hammer fell.] 

_ KENNA rose. 

Mi REAGAN. Allow me a momen 
Mr KE NNA. I desire to reply to the gentleman from New York. 


REAGAN. I wish to suggest to the e gentleman from New York 
s ' ae be safest to strike out the word ‘ ‘boomage” from his 
smendm rent, because that is provided for in many place es separate 
from the navigation of the stream. 
Mir COX. Will the gentleman favor 
+ the word “ boomage ? 7” 
Mr, REAGAN. Ido not know about that. 
r,COX. I will strike that word out, if the gentleman will agree 
ote for my amendment. 
KENNA addressed the committee. 
TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to amend the amendment 
striking out the last word. My opposition to this bill is not fac- 
is, When the effort was made to put the bill on its passage under 
: supension of the rulesI resisted it for the very reason that I desired 
the bill to be brought before us in such a way that we could amend 
nd debate it. It is now before us in that shape, and as time is pre- 
s, | hope our friends here will cease any further factious opposi- 
I 1, au d will seek by amending the bill to put itin such form as will 
1and the sanction of the majority of this House. I shall be glad 
see itso amended and guarded that I may be able to vote for it 


‘ 


ny 1dment if I strike 


amel 


[See Appendix. ] 


ut two-thirds of its provisions meet my approbation. I am in 
or of liberal appropriations for all navigable rivers, especially so 
regard to the Mississippi, the Ohio, the Missouri, and its other 
reat tributaries. I amin favor of improving those great water lines 
tran nsportation as @ means of competition with railroad monopoly. 
r we have sufficiently improved the large navigable streams we 
\ ‘then address our attention to, or at least consider the propriety 
f, improving the small streams which gentlemen seem to regard as 
mportant. 
I wish to say further that the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York is in my opinion right in principle; and a hope it will be 
pplied to every stream upon which there i is a private corporation levy- 
soncommerce. I do not know but that in justice to those 
n such works some provision should be inserted for condemn- 
id purchasing their improve meuts as was done in regard to the 
| isvitle and Portland Canal, on the Ohio River. 
[hold in my hand a communication, which I have received since 
th ae into the House, from a gentleman in the West, in which 
| the fact asserted that on one of these rivers of West Virginia— 
Mor ongahela I believe—there is a corporation enjoying the mo- 
y of levying toll on every bushel of coal and every pound of 
passing over the river. I am informed that 48,600,000 bush- 
is of coal came down that river during the last season into the Ohio 
hiver and Mississippi, which was taxed by that corporation. Now, 
regi sard this as wrong; it against the best interests of coal 
in West Virginia as well as th e consumers of coal. 
has been asserted on this floor that similar corporations control- 
‘uavigation exist on the ( re at and Little Kanawhas of West Vir- 
“nia a8 well as a number of other streams in other States. 
- MILLS. I hope the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
York (Mr. Cox ] will not be adopted—at least not in the broad 
guage in which it now stands. If it should be adopted in the form 
penc din g, some of the most important publi : works provided for 
bill will be deprived of any benefit of the appropriation. Some 
ts ago the I egislature of the State of Te ms 18 incorporated a com- 
¥ which was authorized to clear out the obstructions in Galveston 
“y, to make a ship-channel, and to ane, toll. The necessities of 
ommerce were such that this measure had to be adopted. The 
ernment did not make any provision for | im proving u iat channel, 
method of doing so. 
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“G the State had to resort to this objectionable 
W, since that time, the Congress of the United States in the river 
aud harbor appropriation bill have wi aken up that work and gone on 
Hd spent $100,000 or $200,000 on it already. The re is a contract with 


that 


7 company ior the surrender of its charter, 1iled and accepted by 
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the Government with the Secretary of War, on the completion of the 
work by the Government of a de pth of twelve feet and over. If this 

amendment is adopted it stops that whole thing. I tried to express 
to the House the other day the necessity of going on to complete that 
work as rapidly as possible. That is one of the great reasons why 
our people are so anxious to have it finished. 


Mr. COX. What work is the gentleman speaking of ? 
Mr. MILLS. I am speaking of the work in Galveston Bay on the 
ship-channel. When that work is done, then the payment of toll 


ceases and vessels engaged in the coasting and other trade can come 

vith their cargoes, from whatever port they may hail, to Houston 
and deliver them without toll. They cannot do so now without pay- 
ing toll. 

Té this amendment is adopted, Mr. Chairman, without any sort of 
restriction, this whole work stops and that toll is fixed on us for all 
time tocome. I therefore, in case that amendment is adopted, will 
move to amend, and I hope my amendment will be accepted, by add- 
ing the words ‘except where the Government has an agreement for 
the surrender of said ¢ ompany’s charter when the Government’s work 
is completed.” 

Mr. COX. I accept that as a moditication of my amendment. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 

closing debate. 

Mr. COX. Id a a division on that motion. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 114, 

Several MEMBERS No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will again state to gentlemen on the 
tloor who fail to vote they thereby obstruct the business of the House. 


rt 


noes 1. 


Mr. REAGAN. Who makes the point that no quorum has voted ? 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I do. 
The CHAIRMAN. The rule says distinctly and e xpressly when- 


ever it shall appear in committee there is no quorum the Chair shall 
cause the roll to be called, &e. 

Mr. CALKINS. The committee can rise without 

The CHAIRMAN. Under what rule? 

Mr. CALKINS. There is no rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The rule says whenever—that is in all cases- 
whenever it shall appear in Committee of the Whole there is no 
quorum present, the Chair shall cause the roll to be called, &c. 

Mr. CALKINS. That does not apply when a motion is made that 
the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. That isthe point in reference to which the Chair 
asked the gentleman to cite the rule. 

Mr. CALKINS. There is no rule, because no rule is required. 

The CHAIRMAN, The rule expressly provides how the committee 
shall get a quorum. Whenever it shé all appear in Committee of the 
Whole there is no quorum present the Chair shall cause the roll to 
be called, &c. 

Mr. CALKIN ladmit that whenever the business of the com- 
mittee is aaiies ted by the fact of no quorum appearing then the roll 
should be called; but the motion to rise is equivalent to a motion to 
adjourn, and as the House can adjourn without a quorum so it can 
rise without a quorum. 

The CHAIR or AN. 

The Clerk re¢ 

Whenever the Committee 
the chairman shall ca 
rise, &c. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is sufficient. The gentleman will observe 
the language of the rule is broad and compre shensive. “ Whene ver 


a quorum. 


The Clerk will read the rule 
as follows: 


of the Whole House finds itself witheut a quornm 
use the roll to be called, and therenpon the committee shall 


the Committee of the Whole House finds itself without a quorum, 
&c. 

Mr. CALKINS. The Chair will observe that only applies to the 
business of the committee. Now, this is a motion to rise, which is 


eauivalent toa motion to 7 in the House. Suppose you find 
yourself without a quorum in the House to adjourn, or suppose you 
find yourself without a quorum on a motion to rise, if we must have 
a quorum before we can rise or adjourn, we could neither rise nor ad- 
journ without a quorum 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. If the roll is called the committee 
the an rises to re port tl 16 fact = th . House? 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. Under the rule just read if no quo- 
rum votes the committee rises at once and goes into the House and 
reports that fact. If there be no objection the Chair will again take 
the vote by division. 

There was no objection. 

The committee again divided ; and there were- 3 132, noes Lo. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. BLACKBURN having re 
sumed the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CARLISLE reported thet the 
Committee of the Whole eoceenem Uunaeannor the Union had, according 
to order, had under consideration the bill . R. No. 7104) making 
appropriations for the construction, com eae repair, and preser- 
vation of certain works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole House; and, pending that motion, I move all debate on 
the pending paragraph and amendments thereto be closed in one 
minute. 

The 


rreed to; and the House accordingly 


latter motion was ag 
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resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, Mr. CARLISLE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee resumes the consideration of the 
river and harbor appropriation bill ; and, by order of the House, all 
debate on the pending paragraph and amendments thereto is limited 
to one minute. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I withdraw the formal amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on Mr. Cox’s amendment, 
as modified. 

Mr. MILLS. Let the amendment be again read. 

The Clerk read as tollows: 

Provided, That no money shall be appropriated by this act for any stream where 
any corporate company is authorized by any State law to collect toll or boomage, 
except where the company has an agreement for the surrender of said company’s 
charter when the Government's work is completed 

Mr. CONGER. Has the minute for debate been consumed } 

The CHAIRMAN. Not yet. 

Mr. CONGER. In the improvement of some rivers where a com- 
pany has been organized to build dams and make slack-water navi- 
gation, and above the works of the company the Government has 
already appropriated money—and that work is now going on, I think, 
in Virginia or Kentucky—subject to the law that no tolls shall be 
charged for that part of the river made navigable by the improve- 
ments of the United States. That is an old provision of an old law, 
and those interested in it inthose States perhaps ought to see if this 
will violate that law. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WILSON. Let us vote it down. 

The question was taken ; and there were—ayes 37, noes 114, 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Charlotte, New York, repair of piers, $2,500 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I offer the following amendment: 


In lines 63 and 64 strike out the words “repair of piers, $2,500,"’ and insert 
“rebuilding piers, $10,000.’ 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to say in connection with this amendment 
that there is noestimate of the engineers for the work for which this 
amount is appropriated in this bill, namely, the repair of piers. There 
is an estimate for the rebuilding of the piers at Charlotte of $40,000, 
of which $10,000 is needed this year, but none for their repair. It 
was originally estimated that the completion of these piers would 
cost $45,000. In 1880 $5,000 was appropriated for that work, as the 
Engineer’s report shows. Nothing could be done with so smalla 
sum. I do not offer this amendment because I expect it to pass. It 
is foreordained by the Committee on Commerce that no amendment 
shall be made to this bill. The chairman of the committee has given 
orders to his retainers that no amendment shall be allowed. I would 
ask no man to vote one dollar by this amendment if upon the merits 
of the case.and upon a close examination of the whole question it 
was not warranted and fully demanded. [Cries of “ Vote!” “ Vote!” ] 

But, sir, it is for us upon this floor to decide what we shall do when 
the facts are submitted tous. The statement has been made upon 
this floor that gentlemen who oppose this bill do so because they 
have failed to get as large appropriations for their localities as they 
desired. This is entirely untrue, at least so far as I am concerned. 
I did not go before the Commerce Committee at all. I did not speak 
to any member of it in reference to any appropriation; I asked for 
nothing, and I got all Iasked. I left the committee to act upon their 
Official responsibility to this House and tothe country. I took it for 
granted that in the formation of a bill of this character they would 
be guided by higher motives than mere local or State interests. 

Now, what is this appropriation for in thiscase? For the rebuild- 
ing of the rotten piers of a harbor which collected during the last 
year $102,000 of customs, and it is estimated that during the present 
year it will collect $150,000. The piers are rotten and worthless; the 
engineers report that they must be rebuilt, and it should be done 
within a short time. Last year the committee gave that work $5,000. 
Of course nothing could be done within that sum toward rebuilding 
the piers. It will take nine years to do the work at $5,000 a year. 
it is absurd to think of doing that. This year they propose to give 
by this bill $2,500. At that rate it will take eighteen years to com- 
plete the work, and the first part will be destroyed before the last 
part is finished. This district collects more customs and pays more 
to the Treasury from that source than the entire State of West Vir- 
ginia, or Texas, or Delaware, or North Corolina, or than the State of 
South Carolina, or Georgia, or the State of Alabama, or than the 
State of Wisconsin. This single port alone beats these entire States 
in the amount of customs revenue it collects, and yet the Committee 
on Commerce say they have acted upon ‘equitable principles.” 
They refuse to give more than the small pittance of $2,500 to this 
work when the engineer recommends $10,000 to rebuild the piers, and 
when such rebuilding has become absolutely necessary. ‘There are 
over eight hundred thousand dollars of internal revenue collected in 
this Rochester district. 

The number of vessels which cleared from this port in the last fiscal 
year is six hundred and three, and their tonnage is 139,112 tons. The 
number of vessels entered at that port during the same period is five 
hundred and ninety. There were one hundred and eighty arrivals and 
departures of vessels which were not entered or cleared. The arti- 
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cles of commerce are lumber, live stock, grain, iron-ore, coq) ana 
There are two immense coal-chutes at that point and is ae hay 
of coul to the Canadas is great and increasing each year Tipe 
“Vote!”] Now, gentlemen may call “ vote” as much as they Pies of 
There will be no vote until I am through. Y Pleas 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to ask what right has the State of Tp 
take $750,000 of the money, 70 per cent. of which is received fr aoe 
State of New York, when she only contributes, customs and a 
revenue all combined, the sum of $389,000, less than one-fourth — 
per cent. of the Government revenues, when Texas refuses one of ¢} 
finest harbors of New York the small sum to do necessary wor). 
work that is absolutely indispensable to save what is already th, ¥ 
and which the engineers report should be done and done speaai. 

Mr. BLAND. 1 wish to ask a parliamentary question, © 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BLAND. I wish to know whether we can have a Separate yo: 
on the amendment to strike out and to insert. As the gentloms, 
from New York thinks $2,500 will not do any good, Suppose we i 
it out altogether. : 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, in response to the remarks of 4 
gentleman from New York in which he alleges that there hag ja» 
no estimate for this work and that the amount appropriated js jnsi, 
nificant in comparison to the needs of the harbor there, I wil] si; 
read the report of the engineers as to what has been done and y 
is to be done. They say: 

A number of repairs costing about thirteen hundred dollars were made ty yy 
the east and west piers wherever the timbers and planks were decayed or by key 
The harbor is in good condition. The appropriation of $5,000 made by the act of 
June 14, 1880, will be applied to the rebuilding of the piers, the estimated cos: 
which was $45,000 as given in the last annual report. 


str) 
AK 


1Sig- 
Simply 
l Wia‘ 


And there is no recommendation whatever to appropriate 
gentleman suggests, for the rebuilding of the piers. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. There was a recommendation last year thy: 
the piers be rebuilt and that it be done in five years at a cost of 845,00) 
and the Engineer does report that $10,000 should be expended this 
year in rebuilding of the piers. I quote the Engineer’s words: 
Amount (estimated) required for completion of rebuilding piers, existing 

PTOJOCE.......c2-ccccce 00 000000600650 occ swnssSesceedesecerecesecces £40, 00 
Amount that can be profitably expended in fiscal year ending June 30,1882, 19.99 


s t} 
as th 


There is no mistake about that. The Engineer says the piers an 
rotten, and should be rebuilt. The repairs which the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] referred to were paid out of an old appropri- 
ation. The $5,000 appropriated in 1880 is untouched, and is a part 
of the $45,000 of the original estimate. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on the amendment proposed) 
the gentleman from New York. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 9, noes 120. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I offer, then, the following amendment 

The Clerk read as follows : 

The Secretary of War shall not expend any money appropriated by this act in 
any State in excess of the net receipts of customs and iauternal revente received 
from such State in the last fiscal year. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. This is an act to sequestrate a portion of the 
revenues of the United States and distribute it among the States 
There should be some equitable method of making the distribution 
I know of no more equal way than to take the amount the States con- 
tribute to said revenues and make the distribution ratably on that 
basis. The river and harbor appropriation is for the benetit of com- 
merce, and the customs being a tax on commerce, the amount of cus- 
toms each State pays should be taken as the basis. 

I have already said there were $102,000 of customs received at the 
port of Genesee in the last fiscal year, and that sum will probably be 
increased to $150,000 this year. Paying that large revenue, this bill 
grants $2,500 for the rebuilding of piers which will cost $45,000. I: 
the last fiseal year West Virginia collects $737 of eustoims and $Jll,- 
414 internal revenue. Allowing for cost of collection the net sum is 
probably not over $250,000. This river and harbor bill gives to that 
State $306,000. So West Virginia takes from the Treasury >,” 
more than she contributes to it—the Federal Government pays 
the cost of its officers and other expenses in West Virginia and gives 
that State a bonus of $56,000 besides. zn 

Texas pays into the Treasury a gross sum of $181,415 for custolls 
and $258,321 internal revenue, aggregating $389,734, and takes oa 
of the Treasury by this bill the sum of $750,000. New Jersey ¢ nen 
$10,949 of customs, and takes by this bill $266,000. Delaware collects 
$17,494 of customs, and takes out of the Treasury by this river ane 
harbor bill $66,500. Virginia collects $62,312 of customs, aud takes 
out of the Treasury by this bill $262,000. North Carolina collects 
$47,214 of customs, and takes $68,500 by this bill. South Carolina 
collects $67,097 of customs, and gets $232,000 by this bill. Georgia 
collects $76,286 customs, and gets $156,000 by this bill. Alabamacollects 
$31,365 of customs, and gets $135,000 by this bill. Wisconsin collect 
$77,254 of customs, and takes $268,000 by this bill. These are 3 te 

amples. : as 
7 wow, Mr. Chairman, this is a commerce Dill, and if 1s 4 bill Ost 
should bear some proportion to that portion of revenue which bob 
rived from commerce, that is, the customs revenue 1n the es it 
States. The money appropriated by this bill should be divides iy : 
seems to me, only in proportion to the amount of customs W hie 
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are to put this money into the trout streams of West Virginia, 
— i mud streams of Maryland, the amount should correspond to what 
ant ‘ 


received in the way of customs from those States. And the amounts 


which they pay into the Treasury should furnish a limit to the amounts | 


‘hey draw out. This seems a very plain proposition, and this amend- 
ment should be adopted. : 
~ fHere the hammer fell. j 
The question being taken on the amendment offered by Mr. Van 
yooruls, there were—ayes 9, noes 144, 
The Clerk read the following : 
Flushing Bay, New York, $10,001 


Improving 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I offer the amendment which I send to the 
The Clerk read as follows: 

strike out the paragraph just read, namely, these words Improving Flushing 

; Ne w York, $10,000.” 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. Ido not know what Representative from my 
state is interested in the two lines of the bill covered by my amend- 
ment; but I wish to say that I cannot allow him exclusively to rep- 
resent the interests of Flushing Bay. As one of the Representatives 
ofthe State of New York, and as representing a city that has some com- 
merce in Flushing Bay, I have a right to speak for that locality. I 
want to say it is not possible to improve Flushing Bay. Mark the 
language of the bill as it reads: “Improving Flushing Bay.” 

“There is no more beautiful bay lit up by the sunshine of the early 
morning or the moonshine of the evening. Look at its beautiful 


shores washed by the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, as its wild waves | 


sport and play with the Long Island coast, its limpid and pure waters 
showing the Little Neck clams feeding upon the sands in this beauti- 
ful bay. Doubtless there are some of the citizens of my city that 
carry on a thriving trade in these succulent Little Neck and other 
clams, and, representing these constituents, I would not have this bay 
improved so as to destroy that commerce. 

This paragraph to be stricken out by my amendment is perhaps 
not worse than some other paragraphs in this bill to which reference 
night be made. It will be observed that the paragraph does not 
refer to the improvement of the navigation of this bay. It may re- 
fer to the improvement of its views or of its appearance to the 
stranger. There may be some country seat located upon the sloping 
banks of Flushing Bay that is to be improved by this section. There 
s certainly this obscurity in the language. 

I ask the attention of the committee to the fact that some few 
years ago there was an appropriation made in the river and harbor 

ill for the improvement of Rondout Harbor, the harbor of my city. 
The work was carried on; I will not say it is carried on to comple- 
tion to-day, but to such a state of perfection that there is not a single 
wan in my city that will father the plans by which that money was 
expended ; there is not one single man who will say he consented to 
that plan. There may possibly be some individual owner of land or 
some incorporated owners of land that that improvement was cal- 
culated to benefit, and I hope they will some time realize the full 
advantage of the money laid out in Rondout Harbor. 

Ican give here as I gave a year ago, standing in my place, in the 

minute of time allotted to me for a speech upon the river and harbor 
bill then pending, the testimony of navigators and owners of vessels 
that, on the whole, the money expended in Rondout Harbor and the 
Hudson River, instead of being for the benefit of commerce affords 
to-day an obstruction to the commerce of the State, and the money in- 
stead of being merely sunk in the bottom of the river has been used to 
destroy and injure the value of the river as a navigable stream. The 
newspapers and people of my district, so far as they have spoken upon 
the subject, are opposed to this bill. They do not simply oppose this 
paragraph, they oppose these appropriations, come they as single 
spies or in battalions. 
_ Itis a misfortune that the subject of improving the rivers and har- 
bors and the internal commerce of the country, a very beneficent 
thing if properly managed, is not under the regulation of law, not 
controlled or governed by statute or plan, but rests alone and solely 
in the discretion of the members of a committee. I will say no ill 
word of any person. I no not wish to speak ill of any member of this 
committee. They are all human like myself and like every other 
Representative. They can yield to pressure, to urging, to allure- 
ment of individuals; they yield to pressure of interest; and we find 
that all the appropriations that are contained in this bill are not 
made solely to benefit the commerce of the country. [Here the ham- 
mer fell.] Mr. Chairman, I had not completed what I had to say 
upon this subject. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. COVERT. Mr. Chairman, while my colleague has made the 
Statement that he did not know in whose district Flushing Bay was 
‘ocated, he has still evidenced a good knowledge of the situation and 
the character of that bay; and when he describes it as a beautiful 
sheet of water he does but simple justice to the locality he thus criti- 
“ises. I want to congratulate my colleague upon the ability which 
he displayed when he made the statement he did that this bay could 
oc be improved, and when he criticised the language ——— by the 
a ee Committee in formulating this paragraph of the pending 
Geen) Qvant to congratulate my colleague upon his ability thus to 

teach Cesar the art of war.”» He criticises, in the first place, the ex- 
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veral States pay if there is to be any equitable division at all. If | pressed judgment of General Newton and the Chief of Engineers. as 
se e ~ S, 


communicated to this House in the official announcement and com- 
munication of the Secretary of War bearing upon this subject. 

The Chief of Engineers differs in opinion with my colleague, and 
expressly says that this bay can be improved. I set his opinion 


| against that of my respected colleague. Generai Newton, who had 


charge of the improvement in question, says that the improvement is 
necessary in order to insure the future successful navigation of that 
bay. The committee have employed the customary and formal 
phraseology only in formulating this paragraph. This does not re- 
quire defense. My colleague speaks of this proposed improvement 
as being urged simply by individual property-owners. Ianswer that 
the very first step leading up to this work was the adoption by the 
trustees of the village of Flushing of a resoluti(n asking that this 
improvement be made by the Federal Congress. The village thus 
urging this action has a population of nearly eight thousand people. 
The town directly benefited has within its limits fully fifteen thou- 
sand of population. Immediately adjoining the village and town of 
Flushing is a rich, populous, and flourishing back country, whose 
people are directly affected by the work of improvement contem- 
plated by this paragraph of the pending bill. I have not the time, 
Mr. Chairman, to give in detail the items going to show the amount 
of business involved in this application for the improvement of 
Flushing Bay. These items and full information relating thereto 
were given to the committee when I had the privilege of presenting 
this matter to them before the completion of this bill, and it was 
upon this information thus given in detail, I assume, that this item 
was inserted in the pending act. 

I want to tell my colleague [Mr. LOUNSBERY] something that his 
residence away up in Ulster County, far removed from the locality in 
question, has probably prevented him from fully understanding, that 
is, that Flushing Bay forms at times a place of refuge for vessels navi- 
gating Long Island Sound in seasons of storm and of danger. And 
to this extent and for this reason the commerce of this part of the 
country has been benefited by the improvements thus far made in 
the bay, and will be further benefited if the improvements are con- 
tinued. 

This is not the first appropriation made for this improvement. Com- 
paratively small amountsof money have been previously appropriated, 
and these amounts have been judiciously expended by the engineer 
in charge of this work. The pending contemplated appropriation is 
for deepening and widening the channel of the bay. The engineer 
notifies this House and the Committee on Commerce that the contin- 
uation: of this improvement is an absolute necessity. The Committee 
on Commerce did but their duty, perhaps I may say only a part of 
their duty, in recommending to this House the adoption of the small 
appropriation contained in the pending bill for the continuation of 
this much needed improvement. My time has expired. I can only 
say,in conclusion, that it would be an act of absolute injustice to adopt 
the amendment of my colleague to strike out this appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate has been exhausted upon the pending 
amendment. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. Under the circumstances, I ask permission of 
the committee to withdraw the amendment I have offered and to 
substitute one in its place, to insert after the word “ improving,” in 
line 67, the words “ the navigation of;” so that it will read “‘ improv- 
ing the navigation of Flushing Bay.” And I desire to be heard a 
moment or two on that amendment in answer to my colleague who 
has just taken his seat, [Mr. COVERT. } 

I wish to say that I was entirely unaware that my motion in the 
first place affected his interest in any way, for I have the most tende 
feelings of respect toward that gentleman. Representing as I do to 
some extent Flushing Bay, I want, however, to warn him that there 
is great danger in accepting an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of that bay by diking the entrance of the bay, as 
is proposed by the plan of the work recommended by the engineers 
May I call the attention of my colleague to the history of Amster 
dam ? 

Mr. COX. Or any other “dam.” [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. Some gentlemen want tointroduce other “dams.” 
I refer to Amsterdam in no such profane spirit. It was once a city 
controlling the East India trade and the commerce of the world. By 
appropriations and by engineering and diking Amsterdam engineered 
and diked away its commerce to other places. By the peculiar sys- 
tem of engineering adopted at Amsterdam, it has now become a har- 
bor where it is necessary for vessels to be locked up by means of the 
tide-locks in order to reach the city. 

Now, let me say generally on this matter of appropriations for im 
proving the rivers and harbors—and I am not speaking my own opin- 
ion alone—engineers as well as members on this floor differ as to the 
propriety of a certain method of improving rivers and harbors; but 
I have been told by engineers, and there seems to be reason in it, that 
if there be appropriated and expended such sums as are demanded 
for completing the improvements in progress in the channel} at Hell 
Gate by removing obstructions there, the bar in the Narrows, through 
which channel now passes all the foreign commerce which the city of 
New York receives will be raised eighteen inches above its present 
height. 

If gentlemen will look for a moment at the matter they will see 
that if the channel of Hell Gate be opened so that an additional 


-amount of water from New York Harbor will flow out through it, the 
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channel at the Narrows will be relieved from discharging a certain 
amount of the water from New York Bay upon each receding tide, 
and will adapt itself to the new condition of things. There will be 
needed there a smaller channel for the discharge of water from New 
York Bay through the Narrows, and thus a large portion of the for- 
eign shipping now coming to New York through that channel will 
be driven away from the port, and New York and Flushing Bay, and 
all these beautiful and fair places which gentlemen desire to improve 
by this bill, will be stripped of the commerce which they now possess. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I desire, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. REAGAN. If debate cannot now be closed, I will move that the 
committee rise for the purpose of closing debate on this paragraph. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. 1 desire to be heard. 

Mr. CONGER. I think it the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
CHITTENDEN ] can be heard, we can then get a vote. 

Mr. REAGAN. If we can have a vote after the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. CuITTENDEN ] has spoken, I do not want the commit- 
tee to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
drawn. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I have no desire to obstruct or delay these 
proceedings. I rise in my character as a representative sworn to the 
performance of my duty, to call attention to one chronic feature of 
this discussion. That feature may or may not be creditable to us as 
intelligent, consciencious representatives of the people. Let every 
man answer that question to his own conscience. 

There are in this bill three hundred and fifty more or less explicit 
single appropriations. I proved to a demonstration the other day, 
after the chairman of the Committee on Commerce [ Mr. REAGAN] had 
stated to the House and to the country that he had examined every 
one of these specific appropriations, that neither he nor any other 
member of this committee knew where Sumpawamus Bay was, within 
tifty miles, forty miles, or thirty miles. The gentleman said that it 
was within the city of New York. Now, he might with as much pro- 
priety and as much fidelity to his previous assertions have said that it 
was in Japan. [Laughter. } 

I desire to inquire why it is that every one of these three hundred 
and fifty specific appropriations is assumed to be perfect? Has the 
millennium dawned on the Committee on Commerce? Are they 
competent to come here with three hundred and fifty streams to im- 
prove, and to say that every one of their propositions are perfect? 
Why is it they have votes enough every time to say that you shall 
neither strike out nor put ina word? [Laughter.] I ask that ques- 
tion ; and I put it to the consciences of two hundred and ninety-three 
sworn Representatives, is that judicial, thoroughly fair, considerate 
legislation? I say it isnot; and if I had the power I would defeat 
this bill though the consequences of its failure should be an extra 
session of Congress. I believe that this measure involves so much 
viciousness that it is more important to defeat it than it has been to 
defeat any other appropriation bill that has been brought before Con- 
gress in ten years. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. LOUNSBERY. ] 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. With the consent of the Committee of the 
Whole, I will withdraw the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Great Sodus Bay, New York, $5,000. 


Mr. CAMP. Mr.Chairman, I move to strike out the lines just read, 
and insert the following instead thereof: 


Improving harbor at Great Sodus Bay, New York, including dredging of channel, 
$20,000. 


The motion that the committee rise is with- 


Mr. Chairman, the harbor of Great Sodus Bay is on the south side 
of Lake Ontario about half way between Niagara and the Saint Law- 
rence River. It is a harbor tive miles in length and three in width, 
having a depth of water from eighteen to thirty-two feet. There is 
not an inch ofthis harbor that is not navigable. A sand-bar formed 
across its mouth, which some years ago the Government opened by 
digging through a channel twelve feet in depth. This channel is 
protected by two piers, one of them fourteen hundred feet in length ; 
and there is an opening between the piers five hundred feet wide, 
through which at any time, in any storm—no matter from what di- 
rection the wind may blow—a vessel can enter. 

It is a harbor whose commercial importance is yearly increasing. 
It is the terminus of a railroad recently constructed uniting the coal 
regions of Pennsylvania with the lumber regions of Canada. Appre- 
ciating the importance of this harbor over two thousand persons, re- 
siding all the way from Chicago to New York, have sent petitions 
here asking that $20,000 may be voted to open this channel to the 
depth necessary to allow a large-sized vessel with a full cargo to en- 
ter. The reason of the shallowness of the channel is not owing to the 
fact that the channel has filled up, but is because of the lowness of 
the water in Lake Ontario last year and several years preceding. 
The channel does not fillup. Twenty thousand dollars will complete 
the work ; and if the committee will allow that amount to be used for 
this work the channel will be deepened, and this wil! be made a per- 
manent improvement that will last for all time to come. 

The Government maintains at this port two beacon-lights, saying 
practically to all navigators on the lake, “ Here is a harbor of refuge 





a 
and safety.” The petition which I have here says it is the 
bor of safety and refuge upon any of the great lakes. , 

The petition asking that this harbor may be opened is signe 
the ship-owners, captains, and freighters, and by a large num) oe 
persons interested in marine insurance companies. It seems ao 
it would be wise for Congress to vote now this appropriation and to 
plete the improvement, so that these beacon lights may not lure tothe, 
destruction navigators of these waters who attempt to enter this »,,. 
in a dark night and during astorm. Last year two vessels ae 
grounded and some lives were lost. There is no other harbor of ae 
nearer than the Saint Lawrence River, except the harbor at ] ittle 
Sodus, which has across its mouth a sand-bar which must be eg 
moved. I submit, therefore, that the appropriation proposed by a 
amendment should be made, and this harbor dug to the depth ena 
sary to allow vessels of the largest class fully laden to enter. e 

Mr. REAGAN. The Engineeer Department recommended an appr 
priation of $10,000 for this work. The Committee on Commercehs, 
recommended $5,000, 50 per cent. of the estimate, which is above the 
average allowed by us on such works. Fr 

Mr. CAMP. Do not the engineers report that $20,000 wil] completa 
the work? 

Mr. REAGAN. No, sir; they report that $17,000 will complete jt 
But they ask for only $10,000 for this year. We have given one-half 
of that amount, which is more than we did for most other works Ms 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Camp, jt ; 
not agreed to, there being—ayes 53, noes &4. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Little Sodus Bay, New York, $7,500. 

Mr. CAMP. I move to amend by striking out in the clause just 
read “$7,500” and inserting ‘ $20,000,” so as to read: ere 

Improving harbor at Little Sodus Bay, New York, $20,000. 

Mr. Chairman, the duties collected at this port have increased from, 
$2,500 to $3,000 in 1877, to $47,000 or $50,000 in the last year, In the 
last river and harbor bill, as in this, the Committee on Commerce 
reported a very small sum for the improvement of this harbor or the 
opening of its channel, but the Senate put on an amendment giving 
us $25,000, and a conference committee allowed it to go through at 
$20,000, which was the amount appropriated last year for this work. 
The estimate of the Engineer Department for the work is $60,000, so 
that if $20,000 can be appropriated this year and $20,000 next year, 
the harbor will be completed, and will be in perfect order. ; 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Olcott, New York, $3,000. 


Mr. SPARKS, I make a point of order on the clause just read. | 
submit that there is no law authorizing the appropriation. It is 
scarcely necessary to read the rule: 

No appropriation shall be reported in any general appropriation bill, or be in 
order as an amendment thereto, for any expenditure not previously authorized by 
law, unless in continuation of appropriations for such public works and objects as 
are already in progress. 

This does not indicate that it is a continuation of any former in- 
provement. There is no law authorizing it. 

The CHAIRMAN. What does the gentleman say of its being a 
general appropriation bill within the third clause of the rule? 

Mr. SPARKS. I understand it to be such general appropriation 
bill. The river and harbor appropriation bill has always been con- 
sidered as one of the general appropriation bills. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not wish to discuss that point at this time. 
This is an old work provided for by law during many years. It isa 
continuation of work already in progress as is shown by this report. 
Appropriations were made for it for nine years. None was made for 
it last year, but the estimate for it recites appropriations heretotore 
made for it. It is in continuance of work already in progress. Ido 
not wish to argue the question raised by the gentleman from Illinois 
at this time, as that question does not arise on this proposition. No 
point of order can be made against it as it is continuation of a work 
already in progress. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. It seems to me that a better argument can be 
made against the point of order than is made by the gentleman from 
Texas. If this is to be considered a general appropriation Dill cov- 
ered by the rule, then none of the appropriations are in order and the 
point can be made against every paragraph, because there is no enact- 
ment of Congress having reference to any of these appropriations 
covered by this bill. I do not deny there have been expenditures a 
points where these paragraphs propose toextend the work of improve- 
ment, but those appropriations were not by law. Of course the work 
was authorized to be done, but the point I make, Mr. Chairman, 's 
that no system of internal improvements has been regulated by stat- 
ute or recognized by the law. The entire question depends on the 
volition of this Appropriations Committee, and has been so consit 
ered from time to time. It is not a general appropriation bill. Its 
special; it is volition; it is discretion. It has not been nor1s there 
any purpose to have it controlled by law, by any method, by any 
plan, by any process other than simple discretion, volition, or will ot 
the committee and nothing else. That answers, it seems to me, tho 
proposition that this is not a general appropriation bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. If the question—— ; 
Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman from New Jersey will allow me, 
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. of order ? 5 

“\, SPARKS. What isthat? — 

‘> CLYMER. Does the gentleman still insist on his point of 
‘> The understanding is that it is not clear and sharp in ref- 
oe to this particular paragraph. oh 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will call the attention of the gentle- 
-¢rom Illinois and likewise that of the gentleman from New York 

the f ict there are two clauses of the rule. The first relates to ex- 

senditures previously authorized by law, and the next to continua- 


of works already in progress, and the Chair understands the gen- 

; 2 from Texas to say this work is already in progress, and has 

+ { r eight or nine years. 

Mr. SPARKS. I do not understand the gentleman from Texas to 

ert that, as I presume that is not really the fact, although in times 
I do not 


++here may have been appropriations for this harbor. 
siti ‘ but that was not known to me when I made the point. 
ot hold, however, that this cannot be called an appropriation in 
uation of work already begun. This is an independent appro- 
tion for the improvement of Olcott Harbor, and not connected or 
ed on to any appropriation heretofore made. 
The CHAIRMAN. Will it or not be acontinuation of work already 
a or in progress ? 
Mr, SPARKS. I would understand if an appropriation for a new 
“bor to-day should be made that would be an appropriation which 
conld not come within the range of this rule. Unless the appropria- 
he for completing the work heretofore begun it would not come 
wnder the rule. Where the harbor has been appropriated for in years 
ist and subsequently an appropriation is sought for the same work, 
‘hat certainly cannot be considered as any continuation of work 
already in progress. This is as much an independent proposition as 
h it were an entirely new work. On this question of new ap- 
propriations in the general appropriation bill I think we may as well 
ttle it now as at any other time. I am now prepared to make what- 
ver remarks I have to make on the subject. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is anxious to hear what gentlemen 
ive to say on this question of order, as it may become an important 
ne in the consideration of this bill. Therefore he requests gentle- 
yen on the floor to stop conversing in order he may be able to hear 
vrhat the gentleman is saying. 
Mr. ROBESON. But, Mr. Chairman, I believe I have the floor. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois made a point of 
rder, and he desires to state the grounds for it. 
Mr. ROBESON. If the question is as to general or special appro- 
tion bills, then I desire to be heard. If not, I do not care to 


nthat; 
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Mr. REAGAN. I will make astatement as to the facts. There was 
appropriation for this work last year. The report on this is 
rt,and will show the Chair precisely the position of the work, and 
ill read it: 
Nothing has been done here during the year, there being no funds available, and 
ndition of the harbor is the same as given in the last annual report. 
escheme for the improvement of this harbor was adopted by an appropria- 
1x67, to provide for the construction of parallel piers out to the 12-foot curve 
the excavation of a channel twelve feet deep between them. ‘The piers have 
tried out to the 9-foot curve and the channel deepened to about ten feet, 
st of $115,000. 
Mr. SPARKS. in this connection, 
rom the Engineer’s Report it is clearly meant as a continuing 
appropriation for a continuous work. If the appropriation had been 
thus worded, “for the continuing of improvements‘in that harbor,” 
t amended in that way, it would cover the case and not be sub- 
tto the point. I presume the facts are, from the statement made, 
tisacontinuing appropriation. Iam relying for my facts largely 
® appropriation bill of last year. Now, asI have said, if the 
‘ding of the appropriation here had been to provide for the con- 
uce of work that had been begun, it would have obviated the 
hecessity of the point of order. 
“tr, CLYMER. Let me ask the gentleman a question in this con- 
nection. I do not think this point, should be decided without a full 
t of it, and aclear one to the Chair, because it involves other 
*stlons, Suppose you make an appropriation for a public building 
¢ erected under existing law at a certain point,and then you do 
‘make any appropriation for a number of years, and suppose it then 
hes necessary either to roof the building or to make some repairs 
it, would it require additional legislation to enable the Com- 
tee on Appropriations to bring in a bill for that purpose? 
“tt, SPARKS. If my friend will allow me, I will repeat that, as I 
, rstand from the reading of the report of the engineers, this is a 
iuing work, or that appropriations have been made for it here- 
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“fore, and this is in pursuance of a plan adopted; and therefore my 
2 { order is not well taken. Believing that to be the case, I 


‘\hdraw the point of order. 
ir. LOUNSBERY. Mr. Chairman, I do not like to renew the point 
eee but I wish to sp sak upon it before the Chair decides it. 

Mr. REAGAN, I suggest to the gentleman from New York that he 
can discuss the question when it comes up in another form before the 
~mnittee, 80 that we can get through as rapidly as possible. 


il 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chairwill state that he has not decided the 
question of order, the gentleman from Illinois having withdrawn it. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
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Improving harbor at Waddington, New York, $2,5 


Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. 
I send up. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After dollars in 
$40,000."’ 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I do not know whether the Chair 
has determined that a question of this character is to be regarded as 
germane to the bill-— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has endeavored under the rule, the 
language of which is clear, to decide that an amendment to be inad- 
missible must be one not germane to the bill, and not to the particu- 
lar clause to which it is offered, but to the object of the bill, the gen- 
eral object which it has in view. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFFP, of Iowa. In support of this amendment, Mr. 
Chairman, I desire to say a few words. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I reserve the point of order. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. If the gentleman desires to press the 
point of order I would prefer he would do it before I waste any time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would be better to settle 
the question of order before entering upon a discussion of the merits 
of the question. The Chair will be glad to hear a statement of the 
grounds on which the point of order of the gentleman from Illinois 
is based. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the point of order on the same ground 
that my colleague did a few moments ago, that this is a work not 
authorized by law, and not in continuation of existing work already 
authorized. 

The CHAIRMAN. That being a fact, it would present the direct 
question whether this is to be considered as a general appropriation 
bill and governed by the third clause of the twenty-first rule. 

Mr. REAGAN. This is new work; and if the question depended 
upon its being new work there would be no practical difficulty in 
settling the question of order. I make no objection, however, to 
settling the question, as suggested by the Chair, at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Has there been a survey ordered for this? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I cannot say that there has been ; 
not that I know of. There has been a survey made, however. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under authority of law, the Chair desires to 
know? 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. There might have been a survey made by some 
local authority. The Chair means, of course, under the law of the 
United States governing such surveys. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. The survey was made by the Engi- 
neer Department of the United States. 

Mr. REAGAN. Presumably under the general act of 1880 in pur- 
suance of law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will now hear the statement of the 
gentleman from Illinois as to his point of order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I understand the Chair to ask the gentleman 
from Iowa to state whether this harbor was surveyed in pursuance 
of the general law or under a special law for this particular purpose. 
If it was under the law authorizing the general survey of rivers and 
harbors, it would not apply to this more than any other work that 
might have been surveyed and is not already embraced or authorized 
in the law. But if it was directed by a special law directing the 
survey of this particular harbor for this particular purpose, then it 
would have been authorized by law; and that is the point that Iam 
not advised upon and on which I have asked information. 

Mr. REAGAN. I stated that the survey had been ordered in the 
river and harbor bill. All these surveys are made in pursuance of 
law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question the Chair asked the gentleman 
from Illinois was whether it was under a specific direction that the 
survey was made for this particular harbor or not. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the Chair pleases, I can illustrate this. The 
specific direction with reference to each particular point is ordinarily 
contained in the latter part of the river and harbor bill, where it pro- 
vides for all of these surveys. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the general custom, but 
wished to inquire whether there was any special act authorizing this 
survey. 

Mr. SPARKS. I hold in my hand the last river and harbor bill, in 
which provision is made for authorizing the Secretary of War to direct 
certain surveys of rivers and harbors and estimates. Now, I do not 
see anything in reference to this harbor in this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas says this was done 
in a bill passed in 1872, 

Mr. REAGAN. Perhaps I had better correct myself. I proceeded 
on the fact that the gentleman from Iowa said he had a survey made 
under those laws. I have not before me the terms of the bill, to see 
which act this was in. 

Mr. SPARKS. I only know it is not in the last act, that of 1830. 

ut I wanted to say in that connection, were it so, were there an 


I desire to offer the amendment which 
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authority given to the Secretary of Warto cause these surveys to be 
made, it does not constitute that sort of authority that would warrant 
an appropriation. The rule says: 

No appropriation shall be reported in any general appropriation bill or be in 
— as an amendment thereto for any expenditure not previously authorized by 

The CHAIRMAN. Or in continuation of appropriations already 
made. 

Mr. SPARKS. Yes. 

Unless in continuation of appropriations for such public works and objects as 
are already in progress. 

Now the survey of a river or the survey of a harbor commences 
nothing. It is not an appropriation for any improvement. It is sim- 
ply an experimental investigation to see whether or not an improve- 
ment may become necessary. Tocomply with the rule you must have 
an appropriation of money for the improvement of the harbor or the 
river. That is most clearly required, as it strikes me. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will correct the statement I made a little while 
ago, if the gentleman will allow me. 

Mr. SPARKS. I do not care much about that point of the survey ; 
but I would like to hear from the gentleman. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I would like to understand the fact. I wish 
to ask the chairman whether the point of order is made as to the 
paragraph at lines 81 and 82, or whether it refers to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Iowa? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is made against the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I would like the amendment to be reported. 

Mr. WARNER. Before the Chair rules on this question I should 
like to direct his attention to this point: whether an examination 
or survey for the purpose of determining whether a given work shall 
be undertaken or not is the commencement of such a work as to war- 
rant the appropriation under this rule. 

Mr. KENNA. When by general laws surveys are specifically di- 
rected to be made, who is authorized to say this Government intended 
anything else than to complete the survey and go on with the prose- 
cution of the work? The survey is an essential part of every work 
that is prosecuted of this kind. 

Mr. WARNER. I take it a survey is for the purpose of determin- 
ing whether a work shall be undertaken, and not the undertaking of 
that work. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have been endeavoring for some moments to get 
the attention of the Chair. If gentlemen will not be so much in a 
hurry I will state exactly the position of this question. When I 
made my statement here before, it was after hearing the gentleman 
from Iowa. Since that I have examined the report as to the survey. 
The survey appears to have been made on the authority of a letter 
addressed by that gentleman to the Secretary of War, and the Secre- 
tary directing the Engineer Corps to make the survey ; so that it was 
not done under the authority of any law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. LOUNs- 
BERY ] has asked to have the pending amendment read. The Clerk 
will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After line 82 insert the words “ ice-harbor at Dubuque, Iowa, $40,000." 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I desire to be heard on the question 
of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The real point to which the Chair would like 
gentlemen to direct their attention, if the point of order is to be in- 
sisted on, is whether a bill making appropriations for rivers and 
harbors is a general appropriation bill within the meaning of the 
rules, and must be so treated under the third clause of Rule XXI. 

Mr. ROBESON. On that I desire to be heard. 

Mr. WARNER. The States are nearly all interested in these appro- 
priations, and the bill is a very general one. 

Mr. SPARKS. That was a question under the point of order made 
by myselfsometimeago. The decision of it was deferred at that time. 

The CHAIRMAN. But it can be deferred no longer. 

Mr. SPARKS. Iam willing to give my views on it now. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to give mine. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFI, of Iowa. I desire to state the question of fact 


merely. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa having offered the 
amendment now desires to be heard on the point of order. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFY, of Iowa. I do not desire to be heard on the point 
of order, but merely to give the fact; for a correct statement of the 
fact must precede any intelligent statement of the question of order 
under discussion. 

Mr. SPRINGER. We want to hear what is the fact. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. It appears from the report that in 
pursuance of a letter addressed by myself to the Secretary of War, 
accompanied by a large petition of river men and people in the local- 
ity of Dubuque, the Secretary of War through the Chief of Engineers 
forwarded a report on the proposed work, with asurvey. The survey 
appears to have been made in Mer, 1879, under the direction of Major 
F. N. Farquhar. These papers which I hold in my hand are a certi- 


fied copy. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is the gentleman from Iowa aware of the exist- 
ence of any general law conferring upon the Secretary of War author- 
ity to have surveys made? 
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Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I am not. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have heard no gentleman state that the, 
ona pea a special law authorizing the survey or beginning ot 
work, ” 5 OF this 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so understands. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Nor have I heard from any member of ¢} 
mittee or any member of the House any statement of a gen = a 
authorizing this particular work. Hence I made the point . 

: . of or 
and I ask the Chair to rule upon it. oa 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I wish to be heard upon that point of ord 

Mr. ROBESON. And I. _— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will endeavor to recognize om) 
men in their order. a eo 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. In addition to what I have alre 
upon the point of order raised by the gentleman from Ilinojs, 5) 
SPRINGER, } it has occurred to me that this bill cannot be saatline 
as a general appropriation bill; and that seemsto me to be the entin 
proposition involved in this point of order. on 

A general appropriation bill, if that term be the subject of q 
tion, is such a bill as makes appropriations for expenses to be ine 
or which have been incurred under the general laws of the Unita) 
States. They must be connected with the general operations of the 
Government; they must be connected with a general design fo, the 
management of the Government. Perhaps that does not give co 
complete definition, but it is sufficient to show the definition | i 
propose to make as applicable to this bill. 

There is no general law, there is no general scheme for the improve 
ment of rivers and harbors. There is in fact no general purpose oe 
pressed in any law for internal improvements. There is not jy the 
Constitution any expression of purpose that the Government shoy\\ 
make any general law for internal improvements. If Congress shoy|q 
undertake to make internal improvements, or improvements of rivers 
and harbors under general statute, it would first be necessary to adopt 
a design and purpose in regard to those improvements. — 

And then there should be a general statute applicable to the gy). 
ject, so covering it that Congress could act upon it within certain de. 
fined and specitied limits. Now there has been no such general de. 
sign adopted ; nosuch general law passed. From the very beginniny 
this particular class of appropriations reported from the Committee 
on Commerce has not been classed with the ordinary and general a». 
propriations which Congress annually makes. They have been re. 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and that committee has acted 
upon them as if it had no guide, no law, no discretion but what has 
been properly defined as the law of log-rolling as well as log-floating 
They seem to be controlled by a certain method of compensation be. 
tween themselves as to the distribution of these improvements among 
the different parts of the country, not by any general plan or regula. 
tion, not by any scheme which the Government has devised or organ- 
ized, not by any general statute which has ever been discussed or 
framed ; not even by any general scheme or plan which engineers, (it- 
fering and dividin caus themselves, may have proposed as a proper 
plan upon which the Government should proceed in this matter. 

Each individual proposition stands upon its special merits, or rather 
upon the merits of some one of the excellent Representatives who sur- 
round me. And I could wish that I had in myself some special ex- 
cellence so that I might commend myself in reference to this class of 
appropriations so as to be beneficently and generously treated by the 
Committee on Commerce. 

This class of appropriations is absolutely special. It is not con- 
trolled by any general law; it is absolutely as free as the air. The 
spirit which seems to control this committee in preparing these bills 
is not the spirit of law, but the spirit of compensation between then- 
selves, special, complete in itself, and ungoverned by any law. 

I have compared it to the wind, but the wind is governed by law; 
there is a law which regulates the winds, and there is a law which 
regulates these water-courses. But the Committee on Commerce, 
when they are considering these bills, has no law, no regulation, no 
rule. This is not a general appropriation bill, but special in the very 
worst sense of that term. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire—— 

The CHAIRMAN. With the permission of the committee the Chair 
will alternate between gentlemen opposing and supporting the point 
of order. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to speak against the point of order. 

Mr. WARNER. I desire to be heard . : 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WaRSER) 
desire to address the Chair in support of the point of order? 

Mr. WARNER. I do. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will first hear the gentleman irom 
Ohio, [Mr. WARNER,] after which he will recognize the gentleman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. ROBESON. ] Bs 

Mr. WARNER. I desire to address the attention of the Chair © 
clause 3 of Rule XXI, which is as follows: 

No appropriation shall be reported in any general appropriation bill, ot oe 
order as an amendment thereto, for any expenditure not reviously authorize¢ y 
law, unless in continuation of appropriations for such public works and objects 
are already in progress. 

The very language of the rule itself includes this very bill, and un- 
doubtedly was intended to refer to this very bill. oe: 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. W ARNER) 
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+o clause 6 of Rule XXI, and to another clause further along, 
here he Will find that general appropriation bills are spoken of as 
arate and distinct from this appropriation bill ? 
eet WARNER. I understand that. 
Mr. ROBESON. I desire now to speak against the point of order. 
We have two classes of appropriation bills; one a general class and 
a special class. 
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ch is given them in the code which we have adopted for our gov- 
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ronment. ” 

Now, in that code the word “ general” does not mean merely in- 
ng many subjects, nor does it mean merely the appropriation of 
;zmounts of money. It means that class of appropriations upon 





Ww 
¢ appropriations which are necessary for the carrying out of the 

wers Which are given to the several departments of Government. 
With regard to that class of appropriations it is provided that no 
i] legislation, except of a particular kind, shall be placed upon 
general appropriation bills. The philosophy of that rule is 
t shall not be in order to force through Congress a special pro- 
vision of law by placing it upon an appropriation bill which is 
necessary to the movement and action of the General Government. 
Phat is the philosophy of that provision; that is why it is put there ; 
is why it does not apply to special appropriations; and that is 
n the body of these rules, as you will find, appropriations for 
iyers and harbors are always spoken of as distinctfrom the question 
of general legislation. Now Iam not arguing as to the meaning of 
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Under our rules these words “general” and | 
|” are to be construed according to the technical application | 


the general movements of the Government depend; that class | 


Paragraph 3 of Rule XI fully recognizes and enforces this distinction. | 
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priation for a river or harbor unless there were some act authorizing 
specially the appropriation for each particular work ? 

In discussing this point of order I do not make a speech in favor 
of this bill; but it is mere important that we should have these 
rules properly understood and properly construed than that any par- 
ticular bill should pass or be defeated. ; 

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Chairman, it is with great diffidence that I 
rise to address myself to the consideration of this question of order 
when I consider the skill and experience in parliamentary law, and 





| the knowledge of this particular rule, possessed by the chairman of 


this Committee of the Whole. I would be quite willing to argue this 
point at the slightest possible length, did I not fe 
of a decision adverse to the view f entertain. 

It seems to me imposs:ble to gather true information as to the 
question whether or not this is a genera] appropriation bill without 
referring briefly to our past history in connection with this rule. 
The whole question was elaborately discussed hardly more than a 
year ago—discussed by the ablest minds in this body. That dis 
cussion I do not go over, for it is fresh in the recollection of us all. 


ar the consequences 


| At that time the Committee on Rules, headed by the Speaker of the 


the word “general,” and the word “special,” in their ordinary sig- | 
fication; I am only discussing the question as to their meaning in | 


this body of rules which is made up for our government. By the pro- 
vision of this rule all general appropriation bills are to be reported 
the Committee on Appropriations, and for that purpose they may 
nort at any time. But the river and harbor appropriation bill may 
it be reported at any time. 

\ Memper. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. ROBESON. I mean, not under that clause. And the fact that 
the right is given in another clause enforces my position. I direct 
the attention of the Chair to the forty-seventh clause of Rule XI: 

e following-named committees shall have leave to report at any time on the 
rs herein stated, namely: The Committee on Elections, on the right of a 
‘ r to his seat; the Committee on Ways and Means, on bills raising revenue ; 
e Committee on Appropriations, the general appropriation bills. 

Does that include the river and harbor bill ? 
‘onstruction, directly made in this code of rules, which excludes the 
river and harbor bill from that collocation of general bills ? 

Mr. MARSH. Would the gentleman from New Jersey call the bill 
making appropriations for the Agricultural Department a general 








une % 
ppropriation bill? 

Mr. ROBESON. Iam not discussing that question. I am saying 
that the river and harbor bill is distinguished in these rules. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appropriations for the Agricultural Depart- 
ment were never included in a separate bill until the present rules 
were adopted. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
of Rule XXI, the very rule embracing the provision now in question : 
Upon all general appropriation and revenue bills, and bills f 
of rivers and harbors— 

Are river and harbor bills general appropriation bills? Are they 
not differently named and differently referred to in this code of rules ? 

Upon all general appropriation and revenue bills, and bills for the improvement 
of rivers and harbors, the yeas and nays shall be taken on the passage ¢f such bills 
in the House and entered upon the Journal 


apy 


or the improvement 


Now, suppose the words “ bills for the improvement of rivers and | 


harbors” had been left out in this clause, would the yeas and nays 
be required on the passage of such bills? Certainly they would not. 


Certainly this Huuse so determined by putting in that special clause; 


for if the bill for the improvement of rivers and harbors is a general | 


appropriation bill, this class of bills would not have required special 
mention. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
clause of Rule XXIII? 
Mr. ROBESON. In one moment. On page 170 of the Digest, in 
the seventh clause of Rule XI, authorizing the reference of business 
to committees, I find the following: 
: To commerce, life-saving service, and light-houses, other than appropriations 
lor life-saving service and light-houses, to the Committee on Commerce, and the 


Have we not here a | 
| ment of rivers and harbors were reported either from the Committee 
| on Ways and Means, when that committee embraced also the duties 





Will the gentleman also turn to the fourth | 


( ommittee on Commerce shall have the same privileges in reporting bills making | 
appropriations for the improvement of rivers and harbors as is accorded to the | 


Committee on Appropriations in reporting general appropriation bills. 


If river and harbor bills are general appropriation bills, why should 
a special clause be required giving them the same privilege as gen- 
eral appropriation bills ? 

Mr. MCLANE. Now read the order of business. 

Mr. ROBESON. I think I have referred to all that is necessary 
upon this subject; I must leave something to somebody else. It 
Seems to ine that under the reading of our rules this question is con- 
clusively settled. Suppose the river and harbor bill is to be regarded 


ule XXI applies to such a bill, how would you make any appro- 


| 


House and embracing as its other members Mr. Garfield, the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, | Mr. BLACKBURN, ] the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. STEPHENS, ] and the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. FrYr,] made 
to this House a unanimous report upon the revision of the rules, in 
which they used this language: 

The Committee on Rules are of opinion, in consideration of the faet that the 
Committee on Appropriations are required under the rules to report the general 
appropriation bills, in which class the river and harbor appropriation bills should 
by reason of long custom and practice be included. 

This was the deliberate judgment of men chosen by reason of their 
experience, knowledge, and skill on questions of order—a judgment 
not dissented from by any gentleman on either side of the House in 
that long and interesting debate. The gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. 
REAGAN, | interested in the fate of that rule, elaborately discussed it; 
so did his colleague on the Committee on Commerce, the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. MCLANE;] so did nearly every one interested 
in questions of order. And it never was denied in that whole debate 
that the river and harbor bill is a general appropriation bill. There 
was, so far as my recollection goes—and I searched the debate with 
great care and attention from beginning to end—no place in which 


| that view of this question was either denied or doubted. 


Why should it be doubted? From the foundation almost of the 
Government itself, except in 1516, and my friend from Texas will cor- 
rect me if Iam wrong, and from that date down bills for the improve- 


of the Appropriations Committee, and afterward, within twenty years 
when the Committee on Ways and Means was divided, those bills were 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations. Subsequent to that 
time, under the administration of the Appropriations Committee by 
Mr. Garfield, he as chairman of that committee, on account of press- 
ure of business, as he has already told you, during the four years he 
was there, it was his habit and the habit of the committee under him 


| to give the consideration of this river and harbor appropriation bill 
I call the attention of the Chair also to clause 6 | 


to the Committee on Commerce, and after it was prepared, then to 
have it reviewed by the Committee on Appropriations, after which 
for convenience it was sent back to the Committee on Commerce to 
be reported to the House. 

So this has ever been considered and so treated and it will be anew 
thing, Mr. Chairman, for me to be told and this House to be told that 
this is a special bill. I say to you in my view that, Mr. Chairman, 
this committee never does act save under some general law. In this 
I differ from my friend who raises this point of order. Ihold this to 
be the general law on the subject, that the committee can report no 
appropriation which is not provided for by law. And what is the 
general law on this subject? It is that contained in the river and 
harbor bill of every year authorizing—what? Authorizing the sur- 
vey of these rivers and harbors—anthorizing the Secretary of War to 
report thereupon to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN, Will the gentleman allow the Chair to ask him 
a question for information ? 

Mr. CLYMER. Certainly. 

The CHAIRMAN. If his position that this is a general appropria- 
tion bill within the meaning of the rule be correct, how can the 
committee put into this bill appropriations for surveys of rivers ana 
harbors? 

Mr. CLYMER. That hasonly been done by consent, and every one 
of them can be thrown out on the point of order. That point of order, 
however, has never been made. 

Mr. McLANE. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion at this point ? 

Mr. CLYMER. With all respect to the gentleman, I would prefer 
to conclude what I have to say on this subject. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, that is the general law onthe subject. When- 
ever a survey has been authorized, whenever the Secretary of War, 
in pursuance of law, has had it made, and after the survey has been 
made, has submitted his report thereon to Congress as to the advisa- 


| bility of the work, as to its cost, as to the amount of tonnage in case 
48 a general appropriation bill, and suppose the clause standing in | 


of a harbor--after he has reported all these facts, then the river and 
harbor bill is the general law, and no opposition can be made to it. 
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Now, what will be the consequence to this bill and all future bills 
if this decision be arrived at? Isay to you, until the heats of summer 
come this bill will remain in this committee if this be not the law. 
Any man, so long as he chooses, can offer an amendment to improve 
every stream in this land, and if such amendments are permitted to 
come in, you will never be able to get rid of them. You are too good 
a parliamentarian, Mr. Chairman, ever to say that so long as I choose 
to stand here and offer some amendment, some proposition to improve 
some stream, you cannot rule them out of order. You will be going 
into the House continuously and forevermore to determine debate on 
the amendments. I say to the friends of this bill, I say especially to 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. REAGAN, | having 
it in charge, if he denies be is chairman of a general appropriation 
committee, and it is acting under nothing else than under a law—a 
law which defines its duty, a law which defines its rights, a law upon 
which the point of order can be made to keep out amendments, then 
his bill is dead and all other river and harbor bills are dead. This is 
the conclusion you must come to, and I pray you, sir, in obedience to 
the past practice, and in obedience to the common duty of every man 
who has discussed this question on this floor, that for no present pur- 
pose do youreverse what has been the common judgment of this House 
in the past and what I believe should be in the present and in the 
future. I now yield the floor. 

Mr. ROBESON. Before the gentleman sits down I wish to ask him 
a question, 


Mr. CLYMER. Certainly. 


Mr. ROBESON. I desire to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 
a question. He has quoted the report of the Committee on Rules. I | 


want to ask him whether on this very point this House in making the 
rules did not overrule that report and take this bill out of the hands 
of that committee which that report would on that account have au- 
thorized it to control? Did not this House overrule the report of the 
Committee on Rules and say that this should not be left in the hands 
of that committee to whom general appropriation bills were given, 


| the Government shall be committed to the Committee o 
| tions; and, as I have shown, that matters relatir 


| 


Mr. KENNA. The gentleman from Texas has not asked j: 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to express my acknowledgment to + 
tleman from New York for his profound and elegant wit. 

This clause of Rule XI to which I refer provides, in enumerat 
the powers and duties of committees, that all proposed legislatin 
reference “to commerce, life-saving service, and light-honsec .o. 
than appropriations for life-saving service and light-house 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.” And it also 
the Committee on Commerce shali have the same privileges in renort 
ing bills making appropriations for the improvement of sive a 
harbors as is accorded to the Committee on Appropriations in am ae 
ing general appropriation bills, 

By clause 3 of this same rule it is provided that proposed |» 
tion referring to the appropriation of the revenue for the 
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Pen. 


uses Other 
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provides that 
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Support ot 
n Appropria. 
— : . ating to commerce 
life-saving service, &c., shall go to the Committee on Commerce. 


showing that this committee has the same duties in referenon 
reporting bills making appropriations for the improvement of ata 
and harbors as is given to the Committee on Appropriations in rey ‘ 
ing general appropriation bills. Here, sir, I submit that the ry] 
the House, the very law of our action, now make a clear, Specific dis 
crimination between appropriation bills and river and harbor }j)\x 

Then paragraph 6 of Rule XXI is as follows: a 

Upon all general appropriation and revenue bills, and bills for the 


ort: 


®8 of 
$ 


improven 





of rivers and harbors, the yeas and nays shall be taken on the passag 
bills in the House and entered upon the Journal. 


There again under another rule the distinction is clearly takey } 


be- 


6 of e 
Ot su¢ 


tween general appropriation and river and harbor bills; and again 





| clause 4 of Rule XXIII it is provided that— 


and should be given especially to this committee ? And are we to be | 


governed by that report which was presented for our consideration, 
or are we to be governed by the code which we adopted and established 
as the law overriding the report? 

Mr. CLYMER. I only say, sir, that by reason of their taking it 
from the Appropriations Committee and giving it to the Committee 
on Commerce they could not change its character by that mere ref- 
erence. 

Mr. SPARKS. That is exactly the point. It did not change the 
character of the bill. It simply changed the mode of framing it for 
action of the House. 

Mr. ROBESON. And my point is that in every single fact con- 
nected with that change it shows all through the rule that they 
stamped a special character upon it. 

Mr. MILLS. T hope the point of order will be decided without delay. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, this question is not one that should 


excite any feeling. It isa question that addresses itself to the sound | 


judgment and discretion of the committee as well as to the chairman 


of the committee, who is bound to decide upon it. It is insisted that 
this bill comes under the influence of the third paragraph of Rule 
XXI, which provides: 

No appropriation shall be reported in any general appropriation bill, or be in 
order as an amendment thereto, for any expenditure not previously authorized by 


law, unless in continuation of appropriations for such public works and objects as | 
are already in progress. Nor shall any provision in any such bill or amendment | 


thereto changing existing law be in order, except such as, being germane to the 
subject-matter of the bill, shall retrench expenditures by the reduction of the num- 


pensation of any person paid out of the Treasury of the United States, or by the 
reduction of amounts of money covered by the bill. 

It is insisted now that this is a general appropriation bill and comes 
within the provision of this clause of the rule. 

In the first place I remark, Mr. Chairman, that from the passage of 
the tirst river and harbor bill in 1516, down to to-day, this subject has 
been treated—for the improvement of rivers and harbors—as a dif- 
ferent subject from the appropriations of money made for the ordinary 
support of the Government, and a subject which stood out by itself, 
and it stands out in the laws, in the history of this country, in the posi- 
tion of political parties, and in every view we can take of it, it stands 
out separate and distinct from ordinary appropriation bills for the 
support of the Government. And as was maintained by the gentle- 
man from New Jersey in the formation of these very rules when it 
was desired to put it under the control of the Appropriations Com- 
mittee of this House, it preserved its distinctive character as a river 
and harbor bill in the interest of the promotion of the commerce of 
the country, and yet did separate it from that committee which is 
charged with the appropriation or submission of bills for the ordinary 
expenses of the Government. Now, by the latter part of clause 7, Rule 
XI, we find—— 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. Will the gentleman allow me to make a sug- 
gestion ? 

Mr. REAGAN. Not now, sir. My friend in support of this meas- 
ure got in a very good speech against the river and harbor bill, and I 
hope he is satisfied. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I only desired tosubmit a suggestion that the 
committee rise and that the House adjourn in order to give the chair- 
man of the committee an opportunity tocarefully consider this subject. 


In Commitiee of the Whole House, business on their Calendars shall be take: 
up in regular order except bills for raising revenue— ies 

That is the Committee on Ways and Means— 
general appropriation bills— 

That is the Committee on Appropriations— 
and bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors— 

Which bills are reported by the Committee on Commerce— 
which shall have precedence, and when objection is made to the consideratioy 
any bill or proposition the committee shall thereupon rise, &c. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors 
come, as I have already stated, from the Committee on Commerce, 
Bills for raising revenue under the rule must come from the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and bills appropriating revenue for the 
ordinary expenses of the Government must come from the Committee 
on Appropriations. These bills for improving rivers and harbors 
must therefore come from the Committee on Commerce, that com- 
mittee alone having the power to originate them. 

I have shown that through all these rules there is a class distinction 
between these bills. Now, it is said by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania that this was a general appropriation bill. I call the atten- 
tion of that gentleman to the fact that the experience of the Govy- 


| ernment has shown that every Congress from 1789 to now has been 


| 


| 





called upon to make general appropriations for the support of the 
Government, and then, looking at that, I turn to the history of the 
appropriations for rivers and harbors, and find that the first appro- 
priation of this character was made on the 27th of April, 1816. Now, 
Mr. Chairman, if it had been the judgment of our fathers that this 
was a general appropriation bill is it reasonable to suppose that the 


| Government would have proceeded in the discharge of its functions, 
ber and salary of the otlicers of the United States, by the reduction of the com- | 


vach Congress having proceeded to the discharge of its legislative 
duties from 1729 up to 1816, before it passed a single appropriation 
bill for the improvement of rivers and harbors ? 

The next in the order of time was seven years after that. On the 


| 3d of March, 1823, the second river and harbor bill was passed. The 


first was approved by President Madison, the second was approved 
by President Monroe. The third bill was passed on the 26th of May, 


1324, and was also approved by Mr. Monroe. Two years later, the 
20th of May, 1826, a river and harbor bill was passed, and was ap- 


| proved by Mr. John Quincy Adams. Then for the other three years 


of his administration each year a river and harbor bill was passed 
and approved by him. 
For the eight years that General Jackson was President of tie 
United States, each year a river and harbor bill was passed and each 
year a river and harbor bill was approved by that old hero and faith- 
ful democrat that my good friend from New York, [Mr. Cox, } 20 
now in his seat, would read out of the democratic party for sanction: 
ing a river and harbor bill. He approved one for each of the e.gul 
years he served as President. ee 
In 1833 a river and harbor bill was approved by Mr. Van Buren. 
So that Madison, Monroe, Jackson, and Van Buren would all have to 


| be read out of the democratic party by my friend from New York, 


whom I now see in his seat. Mr. Tyler—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman trom 
Texas that he would be glad if he would confine himself strictly t 
the question of order. : ; 7 

Mr. REAGAN. I will do so. Perhaps I was going further than 
was necessary. My purpose was to meet the argument of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. I was not voluntarily going out ot the dis 
cussion on the point of order but was meeting what he said was the 
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sorie illustration of the fact that this was a general appropriation 
- | appeal to history to show that in the whole history of the 

vernment it never was treated as a general appropriation bill. 
ind I have referred specifically to the rules of this House, and to 
‘he action of this House in the late revision of these rules, to show 
"+ ¢he river and harbor bill preserved to itself an individuality by 
ills, and that 

It cannot be held to be a 


ly 


t tl e 
nich it was separated from the general appropriation } 
‘ies that position before us to-day. 

appropriation bill. 


ccul 
nerat n 
I ask the gentleman from 


"yr. BLAND. 


} this rule 


Texas to Lave 
“Mr. CALKINS rose. 
ur, LOUNSBERY. I rise to make a privileged 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr LOUNSBERY. I move that the committee rise; and I do so 

‘or the reason stated by the gentleman from New Jersey, that the 

aeision of this question is of greater importance than any action we 

sy take upon this bill. 

Mr. CALKINS. Was I recognized by the Chair? 

Mr. BLAND. Before the gentleman from Texas (Mr. REAGAN] had 

ished his remarks I asked him to have a rule read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair had recognized the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. CALKINS] when the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
LOUNSBERY ] said he rose to a privileged motion. The Chair per- 
~nitted the gentleman from New York to state what was his privileged 

otion, but the Chair had recognized the gentleman from Indiana to 

,ddress the committee. 

"Mr. LOUNSBERY. I understand the motion to rise takes priority. 
[The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York cannot take a 
ntleman off the floor in order to make that motion. The gentleman 

from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] had the floor by recognition of the Chair. 

Mr. CALKINS. I take it the Chair is precluded from giving any 
other construction as to what general appropriation bills are than 
that given by the action of the House. The rule relied upon by gen- 

aiming that this is a general appropriation bill states that— 

No appropriation shall be reported in any gen 

is an amendment thereto, &<« 


motion. 


emen ¢ 





ral appropriation bill, or be in 


nd this discussion has arisen as to what a general appropriation 
iss Now, the House has decided that itself in adopting these 
: and if gentlemen will turn to page 169 of the Manual, Rule 
use 3, they will find that this House has put a construction 
pon th 


All pre 


is itself: 

posed legislation shall be referred to the committees named in the pre- 

e, a8 follows, to wit: The subjects relating 
lo appropriation of the revenue for the support 

Committee on Appropriations. 

Now, all appropriation bills which contain appropriations of public 
money for the support of the Government, according to the construc- 
tion placed upon these rules by the House itself in enacting them, 
are general appropriation bills. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Can any bill be more general than this? 

Mr. MARSH. Will the gentleman permit me one question ? 

Mr. CALKINS. In a moment. All bills which contain appropri- 
ations of public money not for the support of the Government are not 
general appropriation bills, and the House has so said. 

Mr. MARSH. Will the gentleman now permit me to ask the ques- 
tion? 

Mr. CALKINS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MARSH. What will the gentleman say in 
propriations for the Agricultural Department ? 

Mr, CALKINS. The Agricultural Department is now by law just 
as much a part of the Government as the Judicial Department or the 
Department of the Interior. 

Mr. MARSH. And yet the appropriations for that Department are 
not consigned to the care of the Appropriations Committee. 

Mr. CALKINS. I am not arguing it upon the basis the gentleman 
assumes, that because this bill has been taken away and separated 
irom the Appropriations Committee therefore it is not a general ap- 
propriation bill. I say if it was in the hands of the Appropriations 
Committee it would still not bea regular appropriation bill. Take the 
lirst item in this bill. It is an appropriation for a specific harbor. 
Suppose the bill stops there; is ita regular appropriation bill? Take 
the bill now on the Calendar for the erection of public buildings. 
There are in that bill thirty or forty buildings. Because it contains 
thirty or forty buildings, is it a regular appropriation bill? 
‘may contain many appropriations for a number of buildings, still 
(is special in every item. So is this. You cannot confuse a special 


of the Gover to the 


nment— 





regard to the ap- 


bill. 


Mr. MARSH. Is not an appropriation for the construction of the 
State Department building in this city for the purpose of carrying on 
the Government ? 

Mr. CALKINS. In one sense it may be; in another it is not. 

Mr. MARSH. And so with the construction of custom-house and 
post-office buildings everywhere throughout the country. 
net, CALKINS. In one sense, true ; in another, not. Whatever is 
“ecessary to carry on this Government, whatever this House says is 
recessary to carry on the General Government and keep its various 
‘ranches from dying by inanition for want of appropriations, is a gen- 
eral appropriation bill. : 


Though | 


bul With a general bill because it makes many appropriations in one | 
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Mr. MARSH. Is not appropriating money to provide ; 
bor for naval vessels an appropriation for the 
the General Government ? 
Mr. CALKINS. No, it is not. 


purpose of carrying 


I therefore savy to thi 








at 
the Chair, that the Chair is concluded by the constr this 
House has itself given to these rules. When it sai eneral 
appropriation bill should be loaded down by cert Ov s. it 
means bills making those appropriations which are necessa the 
support of the General Government. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I want to say a word on the point of order 

Mr. BLAND. I desire to have a rule read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to say that he is very reluct 
ant to limit debate on a question of order where the argument is 
addressed to the Chair himself; yet he hopes that gentlemen will not 
unnecessarily consume time. 

Mr. ATKINS. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to inquire of the Chair if he is satistied on 
this subject ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has once or twice said that he is 
ready to rule upon the question, but he will not say that he is entirely 
satistied, for such a statement would not be strictly aceurate 

Mr. BLAND. I ask to have clause 5 of Rule XXI read 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the clause 

The Clerk read as follows: 

All bills for improvement of rivers and harbors and for the establish it or 
change of post-routes shall be delivered to the Clerk, as the case of | ions 
and memorials, for reference to appropriate committee 

Mr. BLAND. That clause of the rule shows simply that for 


the improvement of rivers and harbors are put in the petition-box the 
same as bills for the establishment of post-routes. They are reported 
back to the House in an omnibus bill, and acted upon in that way ; 
but that does not make the river and harbor appropriation bill 
eral appropriation bill. 

Many MEMBERS. Vote! Vote! 

Mr. SPARKS. If this committee would consider for a moment that 
this question is one of vital importance, we perhaps could get through 
with it in an orderly manner. If it is ruled that this particular ap- 
propriation bill is not of the class mentioned in clause 3 of Rule XXTI, 
then no objection can be made to anything offered by way of amend 


agen 


ment to it. Hence this point is one of vital importance and the time 
we have consumed in this discussion has been well spent. 
Rule XXI, clause3, says “no appropriation shall be reported in any 


general appropriation bill,” &c. Now, what is a general appropria- 
tion bill? Does not this bill, called the river and harbor appropria 
tion bill, come within that term? Is it not a general appropriation 
bill for the improvement of rivers and harbors? Everybody must at 
once say that it is such a bill. 

The technical point is made that this bill is not of the class of ap- 
propriation bills reported from the Committee on Appropriations and 
in the sense of the rule just quoted not general appropriations 

It seems to me that looking at these river and harbor appropria- 
tion bills outside of the rules, they are certainly general in their 
character. The clause of the rule to which I have referred relates to 
general appropriation bills. Now is this bill without rule? Is there 
no check upon such a bill as this? Is it a special bill without rule? 
Why, of course not. Everybody knows that itis general in its char 
acter. 

Up to within the last four or five years this was an appropriation 
bill belonging to the Committee on Appropriations. Up to the adop- 
tion of the last rules this bill belonged to the Committee on Appro 
priations. Up to the hour that these new rules were adopted it 
belonged to that committee. Am I right in that 

Mr. ATKINS. In theory, yes. 


Mr. SPARKS. The gentleman from Tennessee, {[Mr. ATKINS, ] the 
| chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, says that he so under 


stands it. Some years back, by the tacit consent of the Appropria 
tions Committee, this bill was given in charge of the Committee on 
Commerce. During the time that it was reported by the Committee 
on Appropriations, or if now reported by that committee, no man 
would deny that it wasa general appropriation bill. But being given 
to another committee we have got into the habit of regarding it as 
not belonging to this general class of appropriations. It is, howe\ 
general in its character, and without we continue the ruling wl 
has always been held, that this river and harbor appropriation bill 
one of general character, where will we be? In 

be at sea without compass and without guide. 

Mr. HOUSE. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOUSE. Is the Chair prepared to decide this question 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has so announced once or twice 

Mr. HOUSE. Then let us have the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I do not desire to take up any time in discuss 
ing this matter; I only ask that a decision made in the Forty-second 
Congress—— 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I would 
sachusetts [Mr. ROBINSON] to 
mittee now rise. 

Many MEMBERS. 

Mr. ROBINSON. 





ri opin Ww 


to ask the gentleman from Mas- 
com- 


like 
give way for a motion that the 


Vote! Vote! Decision! Decision! 
I do not propose to make any remarks at all. I 
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say that to relieve this committee of any apprehension of that kind. 
I only want to say that there was a decision made in the Forty-sec- 
ond Congress by Mr. Speaker BLAINE. 

The CHAIRMAN, Will the gentleman read it ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. When the river and harbor appropriation bill 
was brought into the House for consideration Mr. Farnsworth made 
this inquiry : 

I wish to inquire whether this bill is an annual appropriation bill recognized as 
such by law or by the rules of this House 

The SPEAKER. It is not. It is in accordance with a usage of many years’ stand- 
ing that a motion to make it a special order in Committee of the Whole has always 
been entertained ; but no further than that has it been treated as a regular appro- 
priation bill 

The CHAIRMAN. That was a question as to whether or not the 
river and harbor bill was an annual appropriation bill provided for 
by law. 

A Member. Th 

Mr. ROBINSON. I give the decision for what it may be worth. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to decide this question. At 
first he was very much disposed to entertain the opinion that this 
bill was to be included among the general appropriation bills, and 
treated as such under the rules of the House; but subsequent in- 
vestigation of the subject has satisfied the Chair that such a decision 
would not have been correct. Of course, if it were not for the ex- 
press provision of the rules there would be no difference between a 
general appropriation bill and any other bill brought into the House, 
so far as parliamentary law would be applicable ; in other words, all 
bills would be governed by precisely the same rules and the same 
principles under general parliamentary law. Therefore this question 
depends entirely upon the provisions of the rules. 

Now, it is true that the Committee on Rules, in making its report 
to the House at the last session of Congress, said in one part of the 
report that the bill for the improvement of rivers and harbors had 
become by long usage one of the general appropriation bills. But in 
another part of that report the committee used this language: 

The river and harbor appropriation bill, although not one of the general appro- 
priation bills, (see Rule 77)— 

The Chair will in a moment refer to Rule 77— 
has for many years past been one of the regular annual appropriation bills and has 
been reported by the Committee on Commerce. 

Then follows a concise history of the river and harbor bills in the 
past. 

The House determined that this river and harbor biil should not 
be reported by the Committee on Appropriations, as the Committee 
on Rules had recommended in its first report, but should be reported 
by the Committee en Commerce. Of course that fact alone would 
not prevent it from being a general appropriation bill if it were in 
substance such. But the whole matter depending, as the Chair has 
said, upon the rules, the Chair looks at the rules and finds that there 
is a distinction recognized all the way through between the general 
appropriation bills and the river and harbor bill. That distinction 
is recognized twice in Rule XT; it isrecognized distinctly in the sixth 
clause of Rule XXI; and again distinctly in the fourth clause of Rule 
XXIII, where these various bills arespokenof. The Chair is therefore 
compelled to hold that the river and harbor bill is not under the new 
revision of the rules, as it was not under the old Rule No. 77, a gen- 
eral appropriation bill. The Clerk will read Rule 77 of the old code 
of rules. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

It shall also be the duty of the Committee on Appropriations, within thirty 
days after theirappointment, at every session of Congress, commencing on the first 
Monday of December, to report the general appropriation bills for legislative, ex- 
ecative, and judicial expenses ; for sundry civil expenses; for consular and diplo- 
matic expenses; for the Army; for the Navy; for the expenses of the Indian De- 
sartment; for the payment of invalid and other pensions; for the support of the 

lilitary Academy; for fortifications; for the service of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, and for mail transportation by ocean steamers; or, in failure thereof, the 
reasons of such failure. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be observed that there is a specific enu- 
meration in the rule itself of all the general appropriation bills, and 
that the bill appropriating money for public works upon rivers and 
harbors is not included. Now, whatever may be the consequences of 
this ruling, the Chair, of course, is not responsible for them. He feels 
that in making this decision he is governed by the express provisions 
of the rules themselves, which he cannot fail to observe. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I want to say a few words now in 
hehalf of my amendment. 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I think my motion that the committee rise is 
in order now under the rules. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the gentleman from New York [Mr. Louns- 
BERY ] took the floor a few moments ago to make this motion, the Chair 
will now put it. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope it will be the pleasure of the Committee of 
the Whole to proceed with this bill. Let us try to dispose of it. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. Iam holding the floor, I presume, Mr. 
Chairman ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York rose a few mo- 
ments ago to make the motion that the committee rise, which the 
Chair did not entertain at that time. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. UPppEGRaAFF] had 


at tat 
at 18 1t. 


the floor when the point of order was raised; and if he gives way for 


a motion that the committee rise, I submit that he wil] ha ve 
when the question comes up again. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Iowa yie 
motion? . 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. 
to the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentlem 
diately after this motion is disposed of. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 53, noes 85 
Mr. LOUNSBERY. For the purpose of getting an exact expr 
sion of the committee, I demand tellers. — 

Mr. ATKINS. 


the floor 
la for the 
I do, provided I do not lose 


hy Tight 
2 Tight 


an imme. 


I should like to ask the gentleman froy, Te 
whether he does uot think it best to provide for a session thi eg 
Ven. 


ing to finish this bill. There are but eleven or twelve days rem,;, 

ing before the expiration of this Congress. Two of the most tmp . 
tant general appropriation bills have not yet been reported—the 
dry civil bill and the deficiency bill. The sundry civil bil} carr, 
over twenty million dollars and requires four or five days to go: . 
through. There is actually but one appropriation bill which 
has gone upon the statute-book. In my judgment it is nece, 
should resort to some means to get clear of this bill, either to pass it 
or to kill it. [Cries of “ Let us have a night session!”] For ons I 
am for the bill, and I hope the gentleman from Texas wil] a 
tlemen to-night to come back here and dispose of it one way 
other. 

Mr. PRICE. They will not do it; you will have no quoram, ay, 
the whole night will be spent filibustering and getting a quorum, — 

Mr. LOUNSBERY. [It will not do for the gentleman from Tex, 
or any other person to undertake to force a session of the Ho 
beyond a reasonable and proper number of hours. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I rise to the point that no quorum has yotea 

The CHAIRMAN. Tellers are not ordered, fifteen only hayins 
voted in the affirmative. The noes have it, and the committee re. 
fuses to rise. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will then appoint tellers, and he 
again appeals to the committee to vote on one side or the other, 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I rise to a question of order. The gep- 
tleman’s point of order that there was no quorum came too late. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair appoints Mr. VAN Vooruis and Mr, 
KENNA as tellers. 

The committee again divided; and there were—ayes 32, noes 11), 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I want to say a few words in favor of 
my amendment. The Mississippi River, as everybody knows, disdains 
push-boat and pole navigation and modified mill-dams. [Laughter.] 
It is astream that has commerce upon it. It is a stream of inter- 
state importance much larger than Cheese Creek. [Laughter.] 

Above the city of Quincy, Illinois, there is not an ice-harbor. An 
ice-harbor is needed by the shipping interests of that section of the 
river, extending about seven hundred miles. The Engineer Depart- 
ment declares the necessity and importance of this improvement. In 
the report which I hold in my hand occurs the following: 


There is no doubt that a good ice-harbor is needed in this section of the Upper 
Mississippi River. 
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I made the point of order that there was no 


Further on the report says: 

Having so few harbors the most of the steamers are hauled out every winter 
either on private ways, kept up at considerable expense, or at the several ship-yards 
along the river, which, however, can accommodate only a portion of the boats. 
Thus this manner of laying a boat up for the winter entails a heavy annual tax ou 
the owner, the cost of laying up a steamer ranging from $100 to $500 according to the 
tonnage, besides the calking, which is necessary before the boat can be launched 
again at the opening of navigation. 

The report goes on in some length and declares that this point pos- 
sesses the essential qualities of an ice-harbor. It is asked for by the 
whole shipping interests of the great Mississippi River. I am serving 
the purpose of no purely local interest. Ispeak in favor of interstate 
trade. I speak in favor of a stream which affords facilities for - 
petition with railroad transportation, and I hope the House will 
adopt the amendment and thereby add to its many good features 
another good feature. . pee, 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. UppEGRarr, 0 
Iowa. ‘ : 

The committee divided ; and there were ayes 18, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Improving harbor at Erie, Pennsylvania, $20,000. 


Mr. OSMER. I move to strike out “20” and insert “ 30,” soit will 
read ‘ $30,000.” I desire to call the attention of the committee to the 
harbor at Erie, it being the only outlet Pennsylvania has on that 
great lake. “ 

The Engineer Department estimated and recommended for t ' 
improvement and security of this harbor the sum of $50,000. Twenty- 
five thousand dollars was appropriated last year, but for eer) 
or other the appropriation for this year has been cut down to 5" oe 
I say to the gentlemen of the committee there is no more ag 
harbor on the inland waters of this continent than that at Erie, te : 
sylvania. You all know its history. There it was that Perry's ted 
was built and from which it sailed. It isa natural harbor, surrounee®, 
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+) the exception of an inlet, by Presque Isle.. The western portion 
Sa island is subject to storms, and unless sufficient appropriation 
made to protect this harbor and make available other appropria- 
* < heretofore granted from year to year, what has already been 
<pended will be, as it were, lost. = 
“[ desire to say one word further in respect to this improvement. I 
, pot underestimate at all the great water-way known as the Mis- 
cceinpi River; but Isay to this committee that from the great North- 
oo ‘from the great lakes reaching beyond Chicago down across 
‘ake Erie, floatsevery year commerce that in amount and importance 
seals the commerce of the Mississippi River, passing as it does 
5 rough that‘lake down into the Welland Canal to make connection 
th the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the ports of Europe. 
I hope, Mr. Chairman, the committee will look favorably on that 
bor in the State of Pennsylvania on the shoresof Lake Erie. The 
ppropriation is only $30,000, and every dollar will be needed, as the 
Freineers Department to protect this harbor 
om destruction. 
; rl e amendment was rejected. 
Mr. CLYMER. I move to add after line 156 the following: 
ror the improvement of the Kiskiminetas and Conemaugh rivers in Pennsylva 


g tothe report and estimates of the e1 ade in pursuance of 
,& 10,( 00,000. 


innae fi 
gineers 1 





Laughter. | 
Mr, WHITE. I will vote for that. 

Mr. CLYMER. I only desire to say——{[cries of “ Vote!”}] Iam 
ntitled to be heard. I have asked nothing in this bill, and do not ask 
nch now. [Laughter.] I should have done it last year, but this 
|] was passed under a suspension of the rules, and I did not have the 
yportunity. Besides, thereports which you should have had here 
st year did not reach us until this year. If we had had these reports 
ast rear 1 have no doubt the committee without hesitation would 

, agreed to pass this amendment. [Laughter.] This is not a 
rye sum of money. It is avery moderate sum. 1 only give the 

-act amount stated by the engineers. They estimate thatit would 
ake $40,000,000. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. REED. Do the engineers recommend that amount ? 

Mr. CLYMER. They say it will take that much to do it. 
ries of “ Vote!” “ Vote!’’] 

. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. WHITE. One word, if thegentleman willallow. My colleague 
has misrepresented the facts. He does not know where the Kiskimin- 
My colleague does not know anything about the geography 

f his own State, and if he visits that region of country now they 

ll drown him. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CLYMER. Not in the Kiskiminetas; 

mgh in there to do that. [Laughter.] . 

Mr. WHITE. They will drown him there so deep, politically, that 
e will never be heard ofagain. Now one word seriously. [Laughter 
and eries of “‘Oh, no!”] I will not be misrepresented or allow my 
people to be misrepresented. The gentleman, whois my colleague, 
ind who ought to be proud of his State, who ought to be proud of 
ier material resources 

Mr. CLYMER. And proud of all her Representatives. 

Mr. WHITE. Has deliberately gotten up here before the country 
nd sought to bring ridicule, laughter, and reproach upon a portion 
i the great State that he represents. If that gratifies his heart and 
mbition, if it does him any good, and he regards it as a serviceable 
thing to do for his State, it does me no injury, and he is welcome to 
allthe glory. The gentleman misstates the fact. Asa matter of fact, 
the engineers who made the survey did not report that it would take 
$40,000,000 to improve the Kiskiminetas and Conemaugh Rivers. My 
iriend and colleague knows but little of the history of the Engineer's 
report if he thinks that this amount was proposed to improve the 
navigation of those two rivers alone, and he evidently knows less 
about the geography of his own State. The gentleman does not 
snow, perhaps, what he ought to know, that some few years ago the 
President of the United States called the attention of Congress to 
the propriety of inaugurating measures for the creation of water- 
toutes to the seaboard; and in pursuance of this recommendation 
‘committee was appointed in the United States Senate on seaboard 
routes and survey made of a variety of routes under the authority 
of this committee. All of these routes avoided the great State of 
rennsylvania. At that time it was found that there was no voice 
heard here for the interest of that great State and for the purpose 
I establishing the feasibility or practicability of a water-route by 
way of the Allegheny, Kiskiminetas, and Conemaugh and connect- 
ing with the Juniata and Susquehanna, and thence to the seaboard. 








{Loud 
My colleague has neglected this sub- 


Tas 18. 


there is not material 





his survey was made and the estimate of the cost of this route was 
wade which the gentleman has quoted, and was about forty million 
lollars. This, sir, was the cost of the entire water-way from the 
ieadwaters gf the Ohio at Pittsburgh up the Allegheny to the Kis- 
<umnetas, to the Conemaugh, and thence by way of the Juniata and 
“usquehanna to the sea. This route was surveyed and recommended 
*Y Way of contrast to the seaboard route by the Kanawha, New Creek, 
“bd James Rivers down to the seaboard. This and other surveys 
Vere nade, and the report made in order to demonstrate the fact that 
* Water-route could be established through the State of Pennsylva- 
ila a8 Well as the rival one to which I have referred. My colleague, 
‘herefore, in offering the amendment which he does in ridicule, has 
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evidently not familiarized himself with the actual facts, and it is 
proper that I should go upon the record in this way in justice t 
State and her people. 

I repeat, then, that before my colleague seeks to bring ridicule upon 
the material interests of his State he should famiiiarize himself with 
the capabilities of our streams to be utilized for grand water-ways 
from the West to the East. No one here is asking for $40,000,000 for 
the improvement of the Kiskiminetas. All that is asked now in this 
bill is an additional appropriaticn for the Allegheny, so that practical 
and necessary work may be continued with the view of utilizing the 
lower waters of that important river. The time will no doubt come 
when the waters of the Kiskiminetas, Conemaugh, and Susquehanna 
will be utilized for a grand water-way through Pennsylvania, notwith- 
standing the ridicule and contempt which my honorable colleague is 
trying to throw upon the material interests of his State. I repeat, 
then, for the benetit of my colleague, that the intelligent population 
of the Kiskiminetas Valley will give proper appreciation to him for 
the ridicule he seeks to throw upon them,should opportunity eve 
present. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment suggested 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CLYMER. I withdraw the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Annapolis, Maryland, $5,000. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
nent: 


Strike out, in lines 93 and 4, the 
land, $5,000.” 


Mr. Chairman, I offer the following amend- 


words “improving harbor at Annapolis, Mary 

There is one respectable appropriation for the State of Maryland, 
and that is for the harbor at Baltimore. There are six or seven of 
these little amounts that ought never to be thought of for a moment, 
and I am credibly informed that the member of the Committee on 
Commerce from the State of Maryland voted against every one of 
these little appropriations for the improvement of rivers and harbors 
in that State, except Baltimore, and the committee forced these things 
upon the State of Maryland against the vote and opposition of that 
distinguished gentleman, a member of that committee from that 
State. Ihope it will be stricken out. [Cries of ‘ Vote!” “Vote!” ] 

Mr. TALBOTT. I desire to say that my colleague in whose district 
the appropriation is made by this bill is absent from the House. Ido 
not propose, neither does any member of the delegation from Mary- 
land propose, to say anything in regard to the amendment during his 
absence. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Oswego, New York, includin 
harbor, $50,000. 


Mr. MASON. 


g dredging channel to lower 


Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment to the section 


just read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out lines 102 and 103 and insert in place thereof the following 

“For enlargement and improvement according to plan and recommendation of 
the Engineer's Department of harbor facilities at Oswego, New York, including 
dredging entrance to harbor, $50,000.’ 

Mr. MASON. It will be observed that my amendment does not 
change the appropriation as reported in this bill. Theamount is the 
same. It only changes the phraseology and makes more specific the 
purposes of it. I think there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. KENNA. I shall not object to that, and I hope it will be 
adopted by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following: 

Improving Shrewsbury River, New Jersey : Completing improvements, 886,000 
of which sum $36,000 shall be expended on South Branch, and $50,000 on Main and 
North Sranch. 


Mr. UPDEGRAFY, of Iowa. 


I move to strike out the paragraph 


just read. 


This paragraph appropriates the sum of $86,000 for a stream which 
Iam informed is navigable for only ten miles for small steamboats 
by going upand down with the tide. This isnot push-boat uavigation, 
or row-boat navigation, or modified mill-dam navigation ; but it isa 
sort of marine coasting or sliding of a vessel which floats up and down 
with the tide. That is the information I have with respect to it. 

On page 542 of the report of the Engineer is a statement with ref- 
erence to this improvement; and among the reasons stated why it 
should be made is given the fact that the amount of revenue col- 
lected at Perth Amboy during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1580, 
was $21,000. Over four times the amount of revenue collected in that 
collection district is appropriated in this single paragraph. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Is that a little stream in the rear 
of Long Branch, that pleasure-boats sail in ? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I believe this is not the one. How- 
ever, the report shows that the collection district—I cannot turn to 
it in the time I have—has appropriations in this bill amounting to 
$180,000. And in the reports asking for these appropriations this 
sum of $21,000 is cited in support of the claim for five or six different 
appropriations amounting in the aggregate to about one hundred and 








the origin’of the Bluestone. 





Mr. DE LA MATYR. I move that the committee now rise. 
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eighty thousand dollars. [Cries of Vote!” “Vote!”] And this is _Now, I wish to be understood as not being opposed to appropr T 
for a stream only ten miles in extent. m4 os tions for the really navigable streams of this country. I wil] vie. his 
Mr. ROSS. This river has a commerce of from one to two million | no man in my devotion to the improvement of every navigable stro. The 
dollars a year. It is navigated by tive steamboats, and the people which is of general importance. But for this character ot strean 7 T 
on the line of the river are very anxious that it shall be improved. I | will never consent that one dollar shall be appropriated when Ts l - 
will send to the Clerk’s desk two letters to have read. [Cries of | prevent it. And I feel justified in opposing it and salling the oth a *T 
“Vote!” “Vote!”] If gentlemen do not care to hear them I will] tion of the country to the character of thundergust streams 9: t 
have them printed with my remarks. They are as follows: mud puddles which are to be improved, not for the purpose of ». sate 
UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMBER, gation, but in order that certain men may again be returned { th M 
Washington, February 15, 1881. House. Many of them can serve no other purpose. a T 
My Dear Sim: My attention has been directed Gis moming tocer tin statements I must avail myself of my right here to make these objectio) M 
in respect to the Shrewsbury River improvements, which seem to have been ut- viv st i ati av ‘ , 9 Vs and , 
tered fn the House on Saturday last. I have carefully read these statements in a 9 a — — able to obtain ot the cha m0" 
the Recon, and being, as you know, a resident of the vicinity in question, I have acter Wel, wage a { a 1 God Knows that information i8 poor ind 
no hesitation in pronouncing them absolutely false. fe cial enough. © have bo in ormation except what we get between t! 7 
Phe money thus tar expe nded in the improvement of the Shrewsbury River has lines of these reports. As a friend of mine said yesterday in oan ol 
been economic ally and jadicleasiy used. rhe improvement is of great benetit to to these reports, we have no information except what we get throes 7 
j The work has all been done by contracts awarded to the lowest bidder, and the ; injudicious friends. : : s x unt 
channel of the river has been deepened and made navigable at low tide for vessels Mr. HENDERSON. I would like to inquire of the gentleman fro, ) 
which could not before the improvements were made have navigated the river at | Towa [Mr. UPDEGRAFF] what he means by these allusions, | dy. und 
_ a one Joke f i oon an expenditure of | pecause of the fact that heretofore he has stated that he was es, tio1 
oo iene aan pelled to go to the Senate and hunt up this information there, whe, | ] 
J. R. McPHERSON. | know it has been accessible to every member of this House who ys: wo 
iJon. Mites R diligence and tried to obtain it by going to the room of the Commit. } 
a . tee on Commerce. — 
Rep Bank, February 14, 1881. = = ae : : ut 
Dean Sin: I see by the papers some one has wrote a letter to Mr. Cox about the Mr. UPDEGRAFE ? of lows . I went to the room ot the Committa ) 
improvements of the Shrewsbury River, stating that no improvement has been | OD Commerce four different times and was denied admission, I went the 
made. Now I say this isa false statement, and can prove it by practical men, men | again and succeeded in obtaining admission, but I could not get thes "7 
which navigate the river, they are the men knows. 1 have been on the river for reports. I sent for them and they were denied me. I applied t ote } 
forty-five years, and I know something about it. I know that we could not have ventile f Illinois hi If. (Mr. Hen ee 1 10 the , 
run our boats last year had not they improved it. Now, I would like to know that | S¢Mtzeman trom inois himself, [ Mr. ENDERSON, | and he said | 
gentleman’s name, for I think he is a man that knows nothing about it. Now, I could not get one unless I would go to the committee-room agar ] 
can give the best references of my experience, such men as Moses ‘Taylor, Samuel | And then I sent to the room of the Committee on Commerce ot th da’ 
Sloan, John J. Astor, Howard Voter, Thomas Kenny, Clarkson X Votter, John | Senate, or got a friend to do so, and there I obtained the repor i 
« é srs me is , > sve ss >t Le ~~, . fn r . wate 
at : , Mr. HENDERSON. I want to say in all good nati > frien : 
Bank ait, ut 4 s iN. a c y g 1re to my frien: 
ih Yours, truly, from Iowa that if he went to the room of the Committee on Com wl 
Tie Bas aor 3 ; Fr. A. LITTLE. | merce four times and tried to get in there and did not succeed he js the 
1h a Hon. Mites Ross, Washington, D. ¢ ? the only member of this House, in my opinion, who tried to get j; bil 
erik & The question being taken on the amendment, it was not agreed to. | there and was unable to do so. ar f 
. ' Mr. CLYMER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I make no complaint about the mar. ] 
ee he Clerk read as follows: ter, except when the point is raised. po 
ie Lasert ofter the pomanta jak a Be Coyetnn atl ee ae Mr. HENDERSON. One word further in this connection, | y; No 
i = } “ bor 16 LyAprovermmento 1e Tiver Ttront ant 18 havigation thereor in the city o > r ; afana +1 Pat 
) bt Washington, according to such plans as may be devised and prescribed by the self not only hunted up members who wished to be heard betor va in 
ei Chief of Engineers, $500,000.” Committee on Commerce, but I know that other members of the com. it] 
Pee Gp [Cries of “ Vote!” “Vote!”] mittee did the same thing. ) 
a. Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say but a word. This rLeughdec) HREY. This bill shows that somebody got in the = 
i should commend itself to the judgment of this House. Whether it is emg | ined, ae | 
; ar : ita + 3 ; a : a ee Many MeMBERs. Vote! Vote! ou 
ag | willing to vote that amount I do not know; but it does seem to me Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Irise t re 7 
s there is a general opinion here that should prompt every member on oer o preety Nyperleericg re : 
a 4 . : : . The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it MI 
l, Be i this committee to vote some amount so that this Government may Mr. VAN VOORHIS M nary hy tl tth sietllatia ten 7 
iY bi enter into some system of improvements with reference to this city West Virgini: [Mr Wises) oe th he -_ seen en os 
bey which will not only benefit the navigation of this river, but will re- | (; Vote!” Vot 99 within tl ] ion oa xa eo which tt wd te a s 
ih ay store to the city that health which has been so destroyed by mala- entliied ao Pe a wae » Geaueeas ‘a 
: rious influences arising from want of proper care in regard to it. I : “ . od ; a 
mean this in earnest. I am willing to vote that sum or a smaller Se ee es eo pens . a Virvin to 
sum, orif necessary a largersum. The amendment is within the scope ane tne wtb on Tithe specially when streams of West )itginis of 
of this bill and I hope the committee will adopt it. : The CHAIRMAN No one is better aware than the gentleman fron | 
Mr. O'NEILL. It is impossible in the prevailing confusion to know Mow Veske tinensit (Mr. Vax Vooruis] of the Soak ted ts te nok within m 
sles . — ae Nat a &“ Untal? 6 Untal) i - VA) ; } § Ithin 
what the qoutes a Te atacas pee oe ener wees) : the power of any presiding officer to compel members to stop making of 
Mr. WARNER. I submit to the Chair, if we are to proceed with = nelas 00 the Bose if ther ane determined to de 40 , 5 of 
Oe ease ae : Se aes all the day through, | ..Mt. WILSON. And let me say to the gentleman from New York se 
aa : vas : - I 8), {Mr. VAN Vooruis] that he has been more offensive and given more al 
as gentlemen will concede, to secure order on the tloor. The Chair | ! semenane tity take: tienes thkeds are adiead ber here. [Laughter.] fn 
suggests to gentlemen that these demands for a vote, instead of facili- | The in a saa apes ae = =o t of Mr UppEc RAFF to 
tating the transaction of business, actually delay it; because gentle- tl 4 : pr ve - = divi ion th eres o4 oan a de 
men who desire to speak on the bill have aright to speak and are only | © meters’ Pequibet-rgber em on eee —— al 
es Sy ee cae : Mr. VAN VOORHIS said: I make the point of order that no quo- 
rhe question being taken on the amendment, it was not agreed to. h “oted ; . nD 
The Clerk read the following : CRED 86 vouse. = ; 
Improving New River from lead mines in Wythe County, Virginia, to mouth of Many MEMBERS. Withdraw that point. : bi 
gl g ; ; y; a, - ADT UW, . : ar aaa : ban ' 
Freenbrier River, $20,000; of which sum #12,000 shall be expended in the contin- Mr. V AN VOORHIS. I will do so if it is agreed that the committe 
uation of the work from the mouth of Greenbrier up, and $8,000 in the continuation shall rise. e 
of the work from the lead mines in Wythe County down. The CHAIRMAN. The point of order having been made that no 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I move to strike out the paragraph | quorum has voted, the Chair will appoint as tellers the gentleman 
just read. I desire to call the attention of the committee to the char- | from West Virginia, Mr. KENNA, and the gentleman from Iowa, Mt 
acter of that stream as a reason why this appropriation is improper. | UPDEGRAFF, who submitted the pending amendment. . 
I read from the report of the engineer, page 677. He says: Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I have not made the point of orde! r 
The estimate for a 2-feet navigation for bateaux was 2115,000. “—* See ll th tleman fron a 
. tle . ° 9 yr i i i 1ar om ‘ 
This appropriation is only $12,000, © , e Chair will appoint the gentien 
aun es — New York, Mr. VAN Vooruis, in place of the gentleman from Iowa 
For a 3-feet steamboat navigation, 21,200,000 ; for a 5-feet steamboat navigation, Mr. UppE 7 _ : su 
$1,600,000. The combined estimates for the completion of the improvement of the r. UE DEGRAFF. : a hat there 
three sections of the river for navigation by bateaux and small steamboats amount The committee again divided ; and the tellers reported that ter v 
to $205,000. were—ayes 15, noes 124. of 
Further on he says: Mr. VAN VOORHIS. No quorum. ; a 
The work is of great benefit to bateaux, enabling them to get through with a The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hopes that gentlemen will come ior . 
great deal ot ans and ants ee aes os wees than former ly; and in fact they | ward and vote, so as to make a quorum. : 
om rvn now where it was utterly impossible before, owing to the water. Mr. CULBERSON. I move that the committee now rise. th 
They could not run at all before. The CHAIRMAN. The committee is now dividing. gi 
_ Of these lines there are three—one to Bluestone, five miles; one to Crockett's The count was continued, and the tellers further “reported 2 more 
Store, four and a halt miles, and one to Lick Creek, twenty miles above Hinton. in the aftirmative> 
pelt is also an advantage to the lumber business, as rafts can go through easily, Mr. VAN VOORHIS N ed a 
and many hundred thousand feet have been taken down stream this spring from Mr. VAN S. No quorum has voted. 1 





CONGRESSIONAL 








TN i nati a 
1881. RECORD—HOTl s 162 
, CHAIRMAN. The Chair will not entertain that motion until mittee to ask to be discharged from its further consideratior Ifa 
vote is completed, as but three are needed to make a quorum. | majority of the committee do not desire further to consider a bil 
. . vote is will continue their count. have they not the rij geht to say 80, and can the Chair sav that the 
se. ¢allers continued their count, and reported 5 more in the afiirm- | voice of the majority i in that directio yn cannot prevail under the 3? 
a The CHAIRMAN. But the House has referred ihe bill to the Com 
he CHAIRMAN. The tellers report 25 in the affirmative and 124 | mittee of the Whole for the express purpose of having it considered 
ae negative, whi hisaquorum. The noes have it andtheamend- | the order of the House is an order to the committee to consider the b 
ent ‘s not agreed to. Mr . BRAGG. Phe committee have conside red it; and if the mot 
-CULBERS¢ IN. I move that the committee now rise. I make prevails the committee will decide that they have considered 
= otion was ! Lot agreed to, upon 2a division— ayes 44, noes &\), it u intl thev are satistied with : 
Th MILLS. There is no amendment now pending, and I therefore Mr. B ARBI 1R. Lrise to a parliamentary inquiry. Would it be i: 
‘ve that the committee rise and report this bill back to the House | order to ask unanimous consent to pass over such portions of the bil 
‘2 anid its passage. as no gentlem: may desire to amend 
FORT. The bill has not been read through by paragraphs | The C HAIR MAN: The Chair thinks not. It will require very 


little time to read any portions of the bill, if the res ding y is not inter 








‘The HAIRMAN. The Chair does not think that motion isin order | rupted by am dments. [Cries of “Read !’ “Read!”) 
de th e rules. The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following 
BRAGG. Would it be in orderto move that the committee rise Improving Savannah Harbor and River, Georgia, $25,000, of which sum $1,000 
“kof the House that it be discharged from the further considera- | may be applied to payment of damages for land 
n of this bill? Mr. COOK. I move to amend the paragraph just read by striking 
n CHAIRMAN. The Chair will decide that question when the | out “$25,000” ond inserting “ $65,000.” 
tion is made. Mr. Chairman, Savannah is about the third port on the Atlantic in 
BRAGG. I move that the committee now rise and ask that it | respect to the amount of its exports, and ranks among the first in the 
e 4 scharged from the further consideration of this bill. whole country. Our annual export of cotton is about seven hundred 
Mr. CULBERSON. I have an amendment to offer at the close of | thousand bales. The Engineer Department has recommended the 


the CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. CHALMERS. 


The bill has not been read through yet. 

' I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CHALMERS. It is a question which I started to ask the other 
when the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. MCLANE] was on the 
The Chair will perhaps remember that in the Forty-fifth Congress 

whena tariff bill was under discussion in Committee of the Whole 
epr oposition was made to strike out the enacting clause before the 

d been read through. 

The ( HAIRMAN. That is not the present motion. 

Mr. CHALMERS. understand that ; but by that motion the op- 

nents of the bill were enabled to bring the discussion to an end. 
y, if that was possible, I ask why may it not be possible for the 
riends of a bill to move to report it to the House for passage before 

t has been read through ? 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. It had bet 
not stand reading. 
Mr.CHALMERS. My point is that if a bill can be defeated with- 
t wee ee it may be passed without being read. 
CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mississippi {Mr. CmAL- 

MERS] is aware of the fact that when a motion is made ‘and carried 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to strike 
it the enacting clause of a bill, if the House fz — to concur in that 
tion the Committee of the W hole immediate] , Without any further 

ee the consideration of the bill. 

{ALMERS. Very good, sir. In this case, if the House refuses 
saath bill, it might in the 8 same way go back into the Committee 
he Whole upon it. 

Mr REAGAN. I desire to say to the friends of the bill who are 
making these motions that we have carefully considered every one 
fthem in consultation with the officers who control the deliberations 
of the House and the Committee of the Whole, and that we fail to 
see how we can accomplish the purpose of the friends of the bill by 
1 method. While I am up I want to say that the gentleman 
i Massachusetts [Mr. ROBINSON ] wishes to submit an amendment 
the appropriations for the Mississippi River, which amendment we 
shall be adopted. I do not see, therefore, how we can get 
xcept by going on with the reading of the bill. 

RAGG. I would like the Chair to put the question on my 

otion. No one made a point of order upon it. 

Mr, TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I make the point of order 
(has not been read through. 

he CHAIRMAN. Several gentlemen are making points of order 

ind demanding that the bill be read through in Committee of the 

Whole. The Chair does not see how under the rules he can deprive 

0 rs bers of that right. 

Mr. BRAGG. I would like to know what ru le there is that makes 

I ny motion out of order, and under what precedent the Chair decides 
dat it is out of order to move that the Committee of the Whole rise 

ind ask to be disch: arged from the further ‘consideration of the bill. 
R. CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman know any rule that allows 

1a motion to be adopted in Committee of the Whole? 

Ri BRAGG. I submit that a motion that the Committee of the 
Yhole rise and ask to be discharged from the further consideration 

{a bill is a motion ree ognized by the rules. 
om CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not aware of any rule recognizing 

stch a motion at the present stage in the c onsideration of this bill. 

ar. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois.. The Chair has already held that 
his bill must be read through in order that opportunity may be 
given for amendment. 
Mr. BRAGG. When the Committee of the Whole has considered 
4 bill so far as it may desire to consider it, and the bill is in the judg- 
‘nent of the committee perfect, is it not within the power of the com- 
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ter be passed before it is read, for it 
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expenditure of $65,000 for continuing the improvement at Savannah, 
and if this appropriation were made it would open that harbor to 
vessels of the heaviest burden. Savannah is now connected by rail 
road with the far West, and western men are largely interested in 
the improvement of this harbor, as the nearest Atlantic port for their 
produce. 

Members of t republican party are making great professions of 
friendship toward our section of country, and proclaiming their great 
desire to aid us in building up our commerce. This amendment pre- 
sents a splendid opportunity for them to show their sympathy in a 
practical manner. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. Cook’s amendment was rejected. 

fr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I move to strike out the whole appro- 
priation. find here in respect to one of these improvements there 
is a land-owner who wants to speculate out of it, and I find this from 
one of their injudicious friends: 

It was found on inquiry it would b 
at reasonable cost by purchase 
which they were held. The owner of 
worth more than 3500 at the outside 


LO 


impossible to get possession of these lands 
of the high 


e at 


in consequence at 


Fig I 


valu 
acres not 


speculative 


sland asked ».000 tor three 


And yet here in this bill it is proposed to pay this man $1,000 for it 





Again, in respect to the river, another injudicious friend says 

It was found from nination, which embraced all the Savannah River above 
Augusta, a len of one hundred and seven miles, to the mouth of the Tugaloo 
and forty-six and one-half miles up the latter to the head of pole-boat navigation 


a total 
of rocky 
thirty 


length of one hundred and fifty-four miles, the obstructions consist chiefly 
ledges rhe cost of improvement for Pole-Boat Channel, three feet by 
Augusta to Trotter's Shoal, sixty-four miles, 34 

It is propose d during the current fiscal year to begin the improve 
ment of that portion of the river, sixty- four miles in length, between 
Augusta and Trotter’s Shoal, with a view of establishing a channel 
three feet deep and thirty feet wide for pole-boat navigation. That 
is all I have to say. 

Mr. PAGI I should like hairman of the committee 
whether it would not be necessary to add the same provision to this 
paragraph which was added to that in reference to Oakland Harbor, 
that this appropriation shall not be available until the right to make 
the improvement shall be ceded tothe United States without charge 

Mr. REAGAN. The United States has the right now. 

Mr. PAGE. To the satisfaction of the Secretary of War? 

Mr. REAGAN. The United States has the unconditional 
There is no impediment to it. 

Mr. PAGE, I thought from what the gentleman from Iowa read 
that such an addition would be necessary. 

Mr. REAGAN. Oh, he was reading about the work way u} 
Savannah above Augusta, a hundred miles off. 

Mr. PAGE. Then it was not included in this. 

Mr. REAGAN. No; not a part of it atall. [Cries of 
*Vote!”}] What did the gentleman from Iowa read it for, the 

Mr. HUMPHREY. He read it for the amusement of the ‘Hot 18¢ 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I move to strike out the words “of 
which sum $1,000 may be applied to payment of damages for land.” 

I desire to say, Mr. Chairman, to the chairman of the Committee 
on Commerce [ Mr. REAGAN] that he is mistaken or else the re port of 
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the Engineer is wrong. This thousand dollars is for property which 
the engineers say is not worth more than $500 at the utmost. This 


refers to this very appropriation. 


Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman is right about that; but he read 
in reference to pole-boat navigation up the Savannah River above 
Augusta. 


Mr. UPDEGRAFYIF, of Iowa. I read about both, and this pole-boat 
navigation is descr ibed in these words: 

It is proposed during the current fiscal year to begin the improvement of that 
portion of the river sixty-four miles in length between Augusta and Trotter's 


Shoal, with a view of establishing a channel three feet deep for pole-boat naviga- 
' tlon 
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Mr. REAGAN. Now, if my friend is distressed about pole-boat nav- 
igation, we will come to that item after a while. It is a good way 
from where we now are. We are on the Savannah River, and I make 
the point of order the gentleman is not discussing the pending ques- 
tion. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFY, of Iowa. 
nent. 

The committee divided ; and there were ayes 23, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Ice-harbor at mouth of Muskingum River, Ohio, 330,00 

Mr. WARNER. I move tostrike out “30” and insert “ 50;” 
the paragraph as amended will read : 


I demand a division on my amend- 


so that 


Ice-harbor at mouth of Muskingum River, $50,000 

Last year the appropriation for this work was $50,000, which has 
been expended in excavating for foundations, and to raise the walls 
on these foundations will require more than is appropriated in this 


bill. Besides, to go on with the work it is necessary to take out a part 
of a dam in the river, which, when begun, must be finished the same 
season; and to do this it will require at least $50,000. 1f it were not 


predetermined that no amendment whatever was to be allowed to 
the bill in committee, I think the Commerce Committee itself would 
accept this amendment. But I hope that even the determination 
to allow no amendments will not prevent the amendment I offer from 
fair consideration. If this harbor had been completed, Mr. Chairman, 
it would have saved this year perhaps twice the cost of the whole 
work. It is a work not of merely local importance; if concerns the 
shipping interests of the whole river from Cincinnati to Pittsburgh. 
t will probably take a hundred and fifty thousand dollars to com- 
plete the whole work, and at $50,000 a year even it will take three 
years to complete it ; while it really ought, in the interest of good econ- 
omy and the commerce of the Ohio River, to be completed in two 
years, if not in one. Ido not think we should be alarmed at ten mill- 
ions for all the harbors and rivers of the country. Not less than 
$250,000,000 will be spent this year in building, improving, and main- 
taining railroads in the United States. Water transportation is the 
only competition left against railway combinations. I am as much 
opposed as anybody to applying the public money to purely local im- 
provements, or wasting it on undertakings that even if carried out 
to completion would be of little or no value as improvements. Every 
proposed improvement and every appropriation for improvements 
should stand here on its merits; and that is all I ask for this amend- 
ment, and if it is voted down I know it will not be on its merits, but 
because it has been determined by a majority to vote down all amend- 
ments whether in themselves good or bad. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Chairman, it is now five minutes after six o’clock, 
[cries of “ Read!” “Read!”] and I propose to move that the com- 
mittee rise. [Cries of “No!” “No!” ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question ison the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio that the committee do now rise. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 35, noes 91. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I make the point of order that no quorum has 
voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will now decide this point of order, 
as it isnow presented directly. The point of order made is, that itis 
necessary to have a quorum in order that the committee may rise. 
The Chair will decide, and in accordance with a large vote of this 
House in Committee of the Whole during the last session of this 
Congress, that a quorum is not necessary to rise; which decision the 
Chair has here before him. [Applause.] 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Improving harbor at Michigan City, Indiana: Continuing operations at outside 
harbor, $30,000. 

Mr. CALKINS. I move, Mr. Chairman, to strike out “ $30,000” and 
insert $20,000;” and at the end of line 159 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Before the gentlemen from Indiana submits 
his amendment, I want to ask the Chair if he means to hold that less 
than a quorum can go on with business in Committee of the Whole? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not so decided. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. That is the practical effect of the decision 





just given by the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not agree with the gentleman 
from New York. It is not a decision which covers the question of 
a vote on proposed legislation. If there should be a failure of a 
quorum to vote on a question of legislation, the question could then 
be raised; not otherwise. 

The gentleman from Indiana will forward his amendment to the 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out in line 158 the words “thirty thousand dollars ' and insert ‘‘ twenty 
thousand dollars; '’ and at the end of the line insert “ for continuing the improve- 
ment of the inner harbor, $10,000." If amended as proposed it will read : 

For improving harbor at Michigan City, Indiana: Continuing operations at out- 
side harbor, $20,000; aud for continuing improvement of the inner harbor, $10,000.” 

Mr. CALKINS. It will beseen, Mr. Chairman, that the amendment 
I propose does not increase the amount of the appropriation; it 
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merely changes the appropriation and makes it conform to tl 

bills passed by preceding Congresses. I trust that there will } hw 

objection to it. The appropriation is not sufficient, but ] al = 
@ t 


cluded to make a virtue of necessity and take what is give, 4." 
I hope the amendment will be agreed to. [Cries of “Aly riot & Us 
The amendment was agreed to. ail 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Improving harbor at Calumet, Illinois, 20,000. 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. I desire to offer an amendmen; Mf 


Chairman, to this section. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Strike out “ $20,000,"’ in lines 160 and 161, and insert ‘ 350,000.” 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. Ido not desire, Mr. Chairman, to< 
to the amendment but a very brief time, as I am qnite hoarse. I 
sire to say to the committee, however, that there is not probal = 
place for which provision is made in this bill the improveme; oe ip 
harbor of which is more important or needs improving more i}, 
this one. I have sought the attention of the committea 
moments to represent tothe Committee on Commerce, as well as to ; 
Committee of the Whole, the real facts in regard to this place ‘I 
twelve miles from Chicago Harbor to Calumet, and the mannfa ene 
ing interests which have been centered upon the north and eon 
branches of the city of Chicago, some of the heaviest of them },. 
commenced building at this harbor of Calumet or South ¢} oo 
The winding rivers and very frequent bridges which cross then 
almost every street, certainly at every other street, in the city, ha 
made it difficult for the manufacturing interests to carry on busines. 
in Chicago, and they are removing rapidly up to this point, and go, 
are bringing a large amount of ore from the mines of Lake Super 
Of necessity, the vessels shipping ore are deeply laden. They hay, 
about twelve anda half feet of water there now to bring in Vessels 
drawing from fourteen to fourteen and a half feet. The business 
largely centering inthat quarter upon the waters of the Calumet, w) 
are navigable after you get inside for twenty miles; and the many 
facturing interests which are congregating all along there, for it w; 
soon all be built up, demonstrate the necessity for this appropria 
tion. The increase in population in one year upon these waters 
over fifteen thousand people within two miles of this harbor, 0; 
institution alone will before the lst of May, if they succeed as tl, 
expect in completing their works, employ 2,000 artisans. The may 
ufacturing works are steadily increasing at that point. 

As I have stated to the committee I do not mean to consun: 
time in the discussion of this amendment, but I hope sincerely tha: 
the committee will enlarge the amount appropriated there. The a) 
propriation of $50,000 asked for in the Engineer’s report will comp 
the present project and will be applied to deepening the channel 1 
the depth of fifteen feet, and extending the piers for its protection t 
deep water. The amount estimated required for the completion 
the existing project is $58,750, and the engineer in charge has stat 
in his report that he can profitably expend in the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1882, $50,000. The plan for the improvement of this harbor 
was adopted eleven years ago, and the change in the work and the 
importance of the point demands this increase. I hope it will lx 
granted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the amené- 
ment. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 28, noes 73. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I make the point of order that no quorum 
has voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. VAN VoorRHIs and Mr. KENNA were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that ther 
were—ayes 32, noes 81. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. No quorum. 

Mr. DE LA MATYR. I move that the committee rise and report to 
the House the fact that it is without a quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The rule prescribes what is the duty of the 
Chair when the committee finds itself without a quorum, if the point 
is insisted on. 

Mr. PAGE. I move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. KENNA. I hope the committee will not rise. 

The question being taken on Mr. PAGE’s motion, there were—aye 
46, noes 75. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon the vote on the amendment offered by th 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. ALDRICH] no quorum appeared. There- 
upon the Chair orders the roll to be called, as required by the ru'e. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and the following mem»tt 
failed to answer: 











Acklen, singham, Claflin, Dunnell, 
Aiken, Bliss, Clark, Alvah A. Dwight, 
Anderson, Blount, Cobb, Einstein, 
Armfield, Bowman, Cotfroth, Ewing, 
Atherton, Boyd, Covert, Felton, 
Bachman, Brewer, Cox, Ferdon, 
Bailey, Brigham, Crapo, Field, 
Baker, Bright, Daggett, Finley, 
Ballou Browne, Davidson, Fisher, 
Barlow Buckner, Davis, Horace Ford, 
Bayne, Camp, Deering, Forsythe, 
Belford, Caswell, Dick, Gillette, | 
Beltzhoover, Chittenden, Dickey, Godshalk, 





























Neal 
Newber ry, 
Nicholls, 
O'Brien 
O'Reilly, 
Orth, 
Overton 
Persons 
Phelps 
Phister, 


Kitchin, 

Knott, 

Ladd, 

Lapham 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Lounsbery, 
Manning, 
Marsh, 

Martin, Benj. F. 
McCoid, Ray 
McCook, Rice, 
McKenzie Ri 
Miles 
Miller, 
Money 

’ Monro 
= Morse, 

fe Morton 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Myers, 


having been called, the names of absentees 


Springer 
Starin, 
Steele 


Stephens 





Stone 

Taylor, Ezra B 
Taylor, Robert L. 
Thompson, P. B. 
Turner, Thomas 





chardson, D. P 
Robeson, 
Rothwell, 

Ryon, Jobn Ww. 
Scales 

Sherwin 
Singleton, O. R. 
Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, William E, 
Speer 


Weaver 
W hiteaker 

W hitthorne 
Wise, 

Wood 
Yocum, 
Young, Casey 
Young, Tl 


homas L 


al 


the: 


[he roll 
ed over. r 

‘Vr, ATHERTON. I did not hear my name called. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk informs the Chair the name of the 
entl man from Ohio was called on both roll-calls. 

"vr, ATHERTON. I presume it was. I simply want it understood 
I was present in the House. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has accomplished his pur 

Mr. STEVENSON. Before the commitiee rises I wish it recorded 
‘hat the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MCKENZIE] is absent on ac- 

mnt of sickness in his family. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is a matter for the House, not for the Com- 

ttee of the Whole. 

The committee rose; and Mr. BLackBURN having taken the chair 

3 Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of 

e Whole on the state of the Union had had under consideration the 

ver and harbor appropriation bill, and finding itself without a quo- 
rym be had, under the rule, directed the roll to be called, and now 
-eported the names of those members who had failed to answer. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. REAGAN. We have but a short time of the session left us. 
[here are two general appropriation bills still to be reported and 
here are other matters which it is necessary Congress should act 
non. It is apparent we can only secure the passage of this bill sav- 
ug the public works and get it out of the way by a little endurance ; 
nd we may as well stand it to-night as at any time rather than allow 

s suspension of all the public works. I hope it will be the pleasure 
f the House to allow a call to bring here the members who are absent, 
ind that we shall keep a quorum here and go forward with this bill 
ind pass it or defeat it. 

Mr. PAGE. I believe this bill can be passed to-morrow. I do not 
believe there will be any factious opposition to it. I have talked 
vith several members who to-day have raised the point of a quorum, 
iad from what I understand in conversations with them there will 
eno factious opposition and the bill will finally come to a vote to- 
morrow. I do not believe we can keep a quorum of the House to- 
night, and I hope the gentleman who has charge of the bill will con- 
sent that the House shall now adjourn. He can call the bill up to- 
morrow at the usual hour, and I have every reason to believe it will 
be disposed of by four o’clock. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no doubt the gentleman from California 
would be glad to see business go on, and if I thought all felt like him 
[would be disposed to assent to the arrangement he suggests. But 
ve know that is not the case. [Cries of ‘‘ Regular order!” ] 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to ask leave of absence for my colleague, 
Mr. BREWER, who is called home on account of dangerous sickness 
n his family. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection the request of the 
gentleman from Michigan will be granted. The Chair hears no ob- 
ection, 

Mr. PAGE. While I am not authorized to speak for gentlemen 
who may have made some factious opposition, still in conversation 

ith them to-night I am satisfied there will be no factious opposition 
‘morrow if the arrangement I suggest be agreed to. 

Mr. MILLS. They are here. Let them speak for themselves. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I request that leave of absence from the sit- 
ng of the House to-night be granted to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, Mr. McKENzrE, who is detained from the House on account 

Sickness in his family. 

The SPEAKER pro te mpore. The Chair hears no objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Illinois, and it is granted. 

Mr. VALENTINE, (at 6.45 p.m.) I move that the House now 
adjourn, 

lhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The Committee of the Whole on the 
‘tate of the Union having found itself without a quorum, in obedience 
to the rule the roll of members was called, and the committee rose 
ind its chairman reported to the House the names of those not respond- 
‘ng when called. A quorum having appeared, there is nothing now 
‘or the Chair to do except to announce that the Committee of the 
W hole will resume its session upon the river and harbor appropria- 
hon bill, unless there be made a motion that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I have made that motion. 


were 


Ose, 


99 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 
it eee ee en aay ea ee ee ce ee 


SSS sss 


1629 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Before submitting that motion the 
Chair desires to request on behalf of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
Mr. SINGLETON, leave of absence for the remainder of to-day’s session: 
two similar requests having just been granted. ; 

Mr. PAGE. I object. 

Mr. VANCE. I submit a request that my colleague, Mr. ARMFIELD, 
be excused from attendance from to-night’s session on account of 
sickness, 

Mr. PAGE. If there is to be a night session I do not want any mem- 
bers excused who can attend. 

Mr. CHALMERS. 
rON, left the Hall on account of the illness 
when he left. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I desire to submit a request that Dr. FELTON, of 
Georgia, be excused from attendance at the session of to-night. 

Several members objected. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
of the gentleman from Nebraska, 
now adjourn. 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to state that the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, Mr. SINGLETON, has been called home by information that his 
wite is very sick. 

Mr. PAGE. I withdraw my objection on that statement. 

There being no further objection, Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi, was 
granted leave of absence for to-night’s session. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Isthere any objection to Dr. FELTON, of Georgia, 
being allowed leave of absence for to-night ? 

Mr. VALENTINE. If we adjourn at this time there will be no need 
for these excuses. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I hope the gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. FELTON, will be treated as other gentlemen have been; his family 
is ill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request made 
for the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. FELTON ? 

There was no objection ; 
cordingly. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask the same for Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 

Mr. FORT. If I haveto stay here to-night I intend that other gen- 
tlemen shall stay here too. It will be time enough to excuse these 
gentlemen when they are called. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
FORT] object to the leave of absence asked for the gentleman from 
Georgia, Mr. STEPHENS, for the remainder of to-day’s session ? 

Mr. FORT. Ido not object to that; but I say there will be time 
enough to excuse other gentlemen when the case arises. 

There was no objection; and Mr. STEPHENS was granted leave of 
absence. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to state that I shall object to any le 
absence being granted, except on account of ill health. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is upon the motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
like to say a word. 

Many MemBers. Regular order! 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order is called for, which 
is the motion to adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to, upon a division—ayes 
33, noes 81. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. No quorum has voted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quorum isnot needed to determine 
the question on a motion to adjourn. The call of the roll, upon the 
completion of which the Committee of the Whole rose, indicated the 
presence of a quorum. Under the rule the Committee of the Whole 
will now resume its session. 

The Committee of the Whole accordingly resumed its session, Mr 
CARLISLE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole resumes its ses 
sion and will proceed with the consideration of the river and harbor 
appropriation bill. The question is on the amendment propesed b 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. ALDRICH, ] upon which no quorum 
voted when the question was before taken in Committee of the Whole 

The question was taken ; and upon a division there were—ayes 2 
noes =o. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS said: No quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. VAN Vooruis and Mr. KENNA were 
appointed. 

Mr. WHITE. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. ALDRICH] who 
ters the amendment does not make the point that no quorum voted 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [ Mr. VAN Voor- 
HIS] makes the point, which he has a right to do. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that t 
were—ayes 16, noes 101. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. REAGAN, In order to save the time that would be consumed 
in again calling the ro}l, I move that the committee now rise with the 
view that a call of the House may be ordered. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. BLACKBURN having re- 
sumed the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CARLISLE reported that 


The gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. Singur 
of his wife, and so stated 


The question recurs upon the motion 
{[Mr. VALENTINE, ] that the House 


and leave of absence was granted ac 
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|} Mr. RUSSE]I f Mass s, ( i 
i Mr. MARSH. I ted that it statemer 
y ib eC press he ) ’ 
d e | Mr. RUSSELI f Mass I 
e | p I def ‘ ; ' 
Ss | an ( rot i tl ys 
‘ rO | ] 
| Mr. MARSH. Is 
I} such chat g 
Si] ve se iteme shed broa s 
( ti t of House ca 
( | Ve! menamen ( re¢ »T LD me 
| rtot tru Lor s 1 STATE r 
Mr. RUSSELL, of Massa isetts. ] 
3 é tence or that any member of this Hou 3 sig 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. If there had bee 
\ \ { ited the action of gentlemen on this floor could not 
erent from what it is in voting down every amendment ¢ 
( The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s amendment dos 
| Mr. MARSH. Yes; I move to strike out “$15 
t . > ror ; 
8 Phe CHAIRMAN The Ch pposed 1 was 
, : | entior 
He t Mr. MARSH. AndId e interest 
{ I threatened an il or ( I ‘ 
t! Theamendment was disagreed to 
Mr. UPDEGRAFIF, of Iowa We have passed now 
rbors 1 got into t region of rivers, and I ask toot 
i | ame ‘ hich I ask the Clerk to read 
| The Clerk read as follows 
} 1 ' ¢ t wor T t 
‘ ’ Now, Mr. Chair seems ther rht to be é 
‘ { vyhere., 
| A MEMBER. We have heard t already. 
: | Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. Yes, and you will hea 
I rhere is at some point between the Atlantic Ocean and a « 
| place where it is proper to ap te money and a pl 
| 3 not proper to appropriate money. I haveendeavored all t 
his discussion to ascertain upon what prin iple this bill is 
| Where are the limits? Where do appropriations properly 8 te 
Vhere do they properly begin 
Now, Isuggest that it be limited to those places w! 
the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States. 1 
erstand that to be the opinion of the committee. The gentle 
é from Massachusetts, he cot 
1ittee—he being an wut t 
8 8 ed to deny the existence of any written agreement here to Stal I 
this bill intact—says this is the iple upon which the bill is draw 
’ i If that be true, then I suggest t will not be a violation of § 
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aa ascetics inns clichabicsianiodaniccanaslinagilaiial at — nian ” , 
. if it exists, to permit the insertion of this principle in the | country The broad, rich West has on 3 : ” ; 
a e ¢ ° I . . : : = si 
The gentleman says 1n his speech her millions and millions of tons of prod ; 3 
er to this sugges | ) lire ) S l S S 
. ation 18 Oot I 1de I ) i i S it z ca ao l 
i SUL t } , Y i ] ) es re 
} I 
be « rey \ eha ON 
+ ‘ | 0 ( 1 n yt State ¢ N \ 
‘ ) ‘ ‘ ( vil et t } 
ed { bill. If it is not the opinion of t ( i ene : Sd a 
man ~ u ts ret toy ; 4 CO ‘ ,and the < ’ 
eg I nM - i St retra i mie | % : n the ] a ak in . 
ipon the record that the members of the Commit 0 5 ; 7 , ee 
> . 1 . i 1 < ( ( r x i 3 
ire se ting to inauce passat bi L by p ete = m . . 
: ve ire not willing to stand »to rporate | 5 y 
. 7 a i ert la ) nD ro S 
SSELL, of Massachusetts. I will only say in response to | F MAG : 
Lat 3f at ha tha law +} } . A ecies ; f this prop si l state t 3 
man that if that be the law of the land it will take care of 
does not need the gentleman’s amen Gentleme ire | : , 2 Sars © 
+ ] nendy nt ¥) YY ‘ est + vy) ‘ ta! 
tO TD ‘ i 1 ‘ L UPON alile A ) ‘ ‘ 
: hay ] } | it he 
SUI } la 1 Le! ( } i er | TY . 
easure | Phe CHAIRMAN. 7 ) 
; . " , LJlinois looks to the acquisition by 1 United States by pur 3 
CHAIRMAN. fhe question 1s on the amendment ot the ne : : : : i . . bales VU ee 
{I l lowa. . , > , 
} ? £ . 49 ss Chair sustal ti } t ot ordel 
e House divided ; and there were yes | { = | 1 \\ 
ane ae 73 . . 7 + ’ ) ‘ ) ( 31S 
Vr, UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa I do not want to obstruct public si- | , PORT. . oo » 
Ul} ; J ' | The CHAIRMA? A, eve 
I do Want an expression of op mon the irt ort co af IC) ei, | : ‘ 
this amend t ind I ther yre ask for tellers Po : 5 eae , - : 
( AIRMAN No quo! i having voted t C} nD | : me ar | Lt y umend 
REAGAN, Yes, s8 The gentle vi understand tha 
‘ i fy] i Mr. VW . ters abo 3 go to a alte! ymImMvte 
t ‘ A L wail | 
: a ) ‘ ) ) ) s this 
| saa id l nd the tellers reported ves 3 - | : bX : . tppro} . —s ; ‘ 
ether ¢ ed : el } ol * heg r \ is just b stated by the gentleman f 
) 
} | i 4 this 
( I a as Too } . PAT AY 
, I CHAIRMAN ( 3 appropriated f 
} ) { . 
: , Cen I j | t ) ly ) (rove ( LS propo ) 
.PHELPS. I ofte 1 an a oO yrap 4 : s the Sta 
e Clerk read as follows IN \ 
i sha the} Mr. FO 08 : y 
88 " 
} - ind Set i ‘ 
Pa 7 | 
oy x . ‘ | tl ) i ( ( ‘ 1 To ( ] »>pnO ) ov 
Mr. REAGAN. I understand that t! ( tion to the a + tht x chairman of ( nittee on ¢ 
not that am Line nt y x 1 
4 sd 
endment was agreed t¢ rood o 
e ( rk read as follows 4 NI 1? 4% , ‘ 
. _ Mr. Ru he J 
ti i L i 1S oifering | encdime ‘ ré 
Mr. FORT. Mr. Chairman, I of ( it t 3 para- | ber s Des Moines R ny ‘ i 
» Cler WS ( S 5 of ; inal. or suc \ 
isa 1 t ‘ i following } S | in from I iy l 
Se ti é directe to one gotiatior with the State « pur ( try ) ( } 
\ ;- v } ; i. , Z etl 1 a cot gr wage Riged ger and Canals 
rie anal,soas totfuliv a I ea t ist x,T ' 
RI ; 
sels, and thus cl 1 tra 1 case said Sta not prop | 7 rORI ; , 
large said « then t vhat t vould e said canal | & ikes ame 1 Rive \ 
United States, or cons« trom Texas shou 
Mr. REAGAN. I make the point of order upon that amendment. Mr. BRAGG. Am I not correct t the ¢ 
Mr. FORT. Ido not expect the amendment to pass, but I hope the as ruled that ar nt out ol i 
tleman will withhold the point of order for a moment ee e The CHAIRMA)} The Chair did so mut t ( lir per tte 
a word to say upon it. rentleman from IJ Is to appeal to th rentiema fr ae is to 
Mr. REAGAN. It might be a proper subject for a special bill, but | withdraw the poir f 
. . i ’ , 
tcertainly is not appropriate to insert it in this bill. However, I | ihe Clerk reat I 
reserve the point of order upon it. Impri Chee Cr 
1 ' ’ ree ..* . . . i . > 
the CHAIRMAN, | Phe gentleman from Illinois will pro eed. Mr. TOWNSHEND | , I f oO M 
Mr. FORT. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say in reference to this m: o , f ] 
; ‘ : . LU PDEGRAFI e ¢ ere 4 bike 
rthat more commerce now floats through the Erie Canal than on Creek is? Tf y 
1 ° ’ 7 , * s ‘ » » i i i ‘ a}? 
the rivers, creeks, bays, or bayous mentioned in this bill; and yet | ~ yy, j:ppy 1 ( nal Cea 
. * ‘ . . } it. ivi es ( ese LaKt 
re is no appropriation for the improvement of that canal because ’ the « 31 Laughter 
vould not be proper to make an appropriation for that purpose. | ( ! i ) 
mest the entire western country and the southwestern country | 
° ‘ . : ‘ . oe -\e -ane 
more interested in the improvement and enlargement of the Erie | 1 I . , 
. . . . 74 vA i ’ A 
nal than in any other enterprise, or in all other enterprises con- | ‘ ° al 
‘ted with water transportation of this country ( 
[make no complaint against the State of New York. She did well | : a 
first constructing thecanal. It wasa profitable enterprise for that | ;., 
State, and a profitable enterprise for the country. It has proved of | amow efited by it is ‘a 
mmense value tothe great western country, and tothe eastern coun- I yanided salt-marsh its whol 
also. The State of New York very properly, at one time, en-|! oe ee 
reed the 4 .: a » i pl D. . iarg y 1 ’ y I 
irged that canal. Originally its locks were only fourteen feet wide, | brid 
am informed, but the necessities of commerce demanded they should I o na ‘ 
6 enlarged, and the State subsequently enlarged the locks to a width | tra ; I 
y hy F o w — . } ] = ( t d of < 1 
eighteen feet, a very considerable enlargement. But to-day the : : a 
y } . ° ’ ; . : . i » ‘¥ Ti ’ ’ 
lands of commerce require that these locks shall be forty or fifty b 
et wide and two hundred feet—yes, and even larger—they ought ‘ 
te be , se 7 ‘ . 8 | \ etter lo é 
® be seventy-five by four hundred, so that a propeller loaded in | spoteiich 
* e ’ t } 
icago or other port on the lakes with 100,000 bushels of grain o1 Ans 5 : eee e Mf ‘ 
her freight could pass through to New York City, and so that a] joaq Br ee ee See 
voole fleet of small canal-boats of the present size could be locked I havea 4 ne d just ¢ i 
rough at one time. talked of 1 ‘ shed on the cree ter improve 
nn dieen ; : . . 8 de cont wre I ret ) t 
[understand large locks could be added and leave the present locks | Mace contin ti ; A un A , 


lien Bi cus ; wr: ; . ylanned by your office 

»be used also. This canal should be so wide and so deep that the | P“Yt4 intended as soon as business revives to again commene 
present mule-power could be superseded by steam-power for towage | of brick. Parties are negotiating fora to buld large Class xs on t 
‘pon it. All this is even now demanded by the necessities of com- | creek and railroad 
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tee, and more than this, will soon be a necessity for the western I am reminded in connection with this appropriation and some 
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ere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, never in my life have I heard an ar 
for the payment of money by the American Congress like that 
has been made by my friend from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER, 
plemented by the wonderful argument of the gentlemam from New 

si Mr. ROBESON.] In response to the gentleman from Michigan, 

say that because our statute law or our Federal judges have declared ‘o money ap] ex] t w ‘ 
it are the waters of the United States for purposes of navigation | “ :; e ; 


4 ( $8 to i IK = s 
! t T ~ s s ’ as st " = 
: Talk abo ify 3 ins Ol - 
S ’ ’ at 
r riatio i LV m ; 
5 5 ca N sir, t 1estion of a stream ng Stat, 
e@ oTrea 1 Ol 
[Al | A M t ers of a State, is entirely « l separate f 
( i ‘ i . t i 
‘ . or 1 ! igh many States I I ted States ow 
‘ I ‘ > > > oS } 
) ] i int t L be - oS, < e a st 
SON ( ‘ 3 : 
( es ) ind «ae e tl rivers Strea 4 ¢ 
| 
AWNSHI VD T \ ( é cat ’ the lang Lore LvV¢ 1Se¢ ot va t 
ON Wi ‘ | trade ‘ ree ry ,bvt reco ' ai 
‘ ) gO ( Y ( 
AWUNSHEND. of ] Che ‘ er rivers l i Those to the se re 
\f hihs ‘ ‘ ‘ , > 
RY ay, Mr. ¢ | f Cor iters the m« v of the United Stat 
\ .¥ t A ’ A « bilil i r 4 ; ; a4 m } + 
| ) y { ¢ ( Dt. AN tel l oatare S sul 1eé1 to cover ail tha 
‘ a ‘ pPptyy aU Aviv bait } \ + ita t } +.} t 
1 Stas cy 4 ‘ S10) 4 +) 1 : ; ible neres You may restrict it do to the flat-boats 
s AVLVe PRIUS WS . ors : mau 0 PECELVEU | ‘ f a ais iced nihil aiatie hinl . , 
licty I thir I ha d } 7 ha ma ( ire’¢ I \ ) * oreatest steamer wWoaich ever 
CAiSvL 1M . A hil . Ad V4 A ( ’ i Si as Uile« . . 
s ‘ , —— ¢ . . 1) my} + +1 + latin ; ‘ 
. eaiex O2 npropriatiol rht to 1 . } a t] on our Waters \ 3 Valuable, Lihat is the dennition. Now, 5 I 
é eas \ \ Sappropria mou ) Le : 
| : . rant ¢ wnt of the De] * ! think the ia Vi e Committee on Commerce. I th c tl 
S ulver 18 a (ll rivuta I Vare i ( i . 
‘ 4 streams ¢ whl S pre sed to make the lmprovements rn 
es the De ware tlows alongsi my district, bearing nee oe . he I — — in} : nv ; 
. erce second « to that of the Miss ~ aa n the de ( » statute and is contirmed by the highes 
‘ L é ( i It 1 I l ISSISSLP i 1 a s mn 1 Ros } 
rt Cohansé one ft tribntaric f the De rs authori ( it nk 8 pertectiy proper there 
~ A ‘ Phiad Ss ‘ » ei 4 VALS ‘ i 
. } r y {lat 1 should be l ‘ ap to the mprovement of these 
t msand arte! 3 4 erce react ) >the Interior or ou 
i : nda and 2 { } ‘ha . } . 
{ MeMBER. Unprofitable. ca ony eans OF UF ) the 86a ana 
[EMBER. } : . cat ntn tha 3 ate af the x 
Mr. ROBESON. But our people rise above the dull level of the | “S'S ae ae 
} | } . + . } Ait ‘ , ‘ A 
tl Laughter. Because of the character of the country, Nr . . 
; . 7 . : : : Mr. R ( N sh of t ee to vote « 4 
of our towns do not lie directly on the banks of the river, but esees AGA : I ; 
. % 1 pending ame tye ‘ thy fhe ¢ ttee risk 1 not 
seated four or tive miles back from it, beyond the sand spits and i S* 
4. : 1 however, make t mm it 3 the desire of the cor ttee to vote 
marshes which lie upon its immediate borders. Therefore we ‘te \ ' 1 we 
, } . wer mxfanen ee” me 4 } Uries ol ot Vote 
eed that these tributary streams should be dredged out to facilitate . MPNEARARE ' To + 
“ at Stata it, | ] DEGR AKT, « l Vi is ec ha enament pend 
nmerce OL a great State. ' PUAN 
» CHAIRMAN Che 
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he CHAIRMAN It is; but no y rise and report the b 
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does not follow that we must necessarily appropriate money forall Mr. REAGAN. I[1 e the « mittee e to close debate this 
objects that may be cooked up by a committee. Must we I 





























iate here, Mr. Chairman, for all the “valuable floatage” upon Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I want to say a fe vords 
iters which are ‘‘ public highways” by the decision of some court ? The CHAIRMAN The question is the motion of the ee mar 
Must we appropri for rivers and streams which have never been | from Texas that the committee rise 
because they happen to run in the district of my friend from Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. Have I not the floor? 
New Jersey ? What is the name of the river he champions here? »\CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognized the gentleman from Texas 
(Memper. It is a creek, and he made the motion that the committee rise, and yielded to the 
ther MEMBER. Cohansey Creek. rentleman from Iowa for a moment, saying thatif anything should be 
Mr. COX. Cohans ! Whoever heard of Co ev bet > When otte Ll prod debat stunon t ) ) 
5 ver before crysta ed into eloque e? ere is Cohans the t ~ 
e Gazetteel Mr. UPDEGRA I] V1s eV l ure 
. be ( land ¢ to that amend Cri f * Vote! I do thinl 
1 . tir } of ‘?P ' 
\\ ha »aoO J to DoOst-o ces in a appropria yt lh ui . W i I ( oF i 
I ad? Does the gentleman want a one-hors« iil run ther a | DM 
4 > 1 1 ( ATI? \ N ( ers 3 m i 
\ r navi on Laughter.] Cohansey Mr. Chairman, this 5 beac , 
; nearly played out and is ru y ptving Lauehte ROSOS BS WEED | to re ol tl entl f low 
uf LORE N thin l REAGAN il Se «cl i I i 
il. k IBESON, So I think. a a 7 . PAT " 
COX. Che gentleman is entitled to tl : so after his speech, iy. PDEGRAFI] LO I } ) 1 \ i 
said New Jersey had failed in 1 natural ad tages, stale, | “.”" i aaa 
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tha ay atnnm at 4 Ty 1 « a ( 1 Vi } g é é t of e United Stat I elng so, tie I 
‘ . ‘ y = ; 
detir the etofore | Low in th e of good faith can they re ) incorporate t 
ré irks - On ft! ht ) 3 there no 
} ‘ a in do ) t ressiv as I de 
s found in theit The CHAIRMAN. The questio yption of tl 
when they are us t or ust ore Mr. MARSH ! 0 
a, ee . ‘ : ary we rhe amendm iS ag rte 
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ca é t n ’ , f+ ot ( ine He we a ve =—2% - ] 
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Mr. MARSH. I rise to a question of order 





.CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
wr MARSH. The first line of the clause which has just been read 
Mr. aaa 
e improvement of the Mississip ( t lan thers 
1 by the Mississippi River cor : 
» point I make is that the paragraph is not germane to this bill. 
5 sa pill for the improvement of the navigation of the rivers and 


of this cl 
, yet in order 
ir should make 


arbors of this country ; and while a cursory view 
‘induce us to believe it was an attempt to improve 
rstand it correctly it is necessary that the Chai 


ause 


nce 
forence to the plan that is proposed by the Mississippi River com- 
“ow, Mr. Chairman, that plan is very distinctly set forth in the 


Docu nent No. 
That plan has 
this bill, and which is 

One is the improve- 
ration of the river; and 


+ of that commission, known as House Executive 
f the second session of the Forty-sixth Congress. 
piects in view; the plan referred to in 
lan of the Mississippi River commission. 
the channel, and thereby the navig 

her is the building up, the re pe iring, and the maintaining of 
es from Cairo to the city of New Orleans. I hold that the con- 
netion of levees for the } purpose of reclaiming land from overflow, 

the purpose of protecting post-roads upon these low lands, or 

I ‘thi » purpose of protecting -r: 1ilroads that have been built or that 

aaa after be built upon ‘the se low lands, is not germane to a bill 

proposes to appropriate money for the improvement of rivers 
nd | arbors. 

: I will call the attention of members of this Committee of the Whole 
nortions of that report of the Mississippi River commission, in 
ich is embodied the plan for the carrying into execution of which 
s proposed to appropriate $1,000,000. That commision says dis- 

that “while it not claimed that levees in themselves 

ie necessary as a means of securing ultimately a deep channel for 
ivigation,” yet further on the commission says that “a levee sys- 
tem aids and facilitates the postal service by protecting from injury 
and destruction by freshets and floods the various common roads and 
lways upon which that service is conducted to and from the river 

bank, and generally within that portion of the alluvial region subjec t 

o overflow.” Now, it must be clear to the mind of any gentleman 

rom the report of the majority of this commission—— 

Mr. BLAND. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 


e pial 


1\ 


netly 18 


Mr. BLAND. My point ‘of order is that the gentleman from IIli- 
iis (Mr. MARSH ] is proceeding out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. In what respect 

Mr. BLAND. There is no amendment pending before the commit- 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has made a point of order against 


he pending paragraph. The Chair is of os opinion that the gentle- 


man is not confining himself strictly to » point of order r, and will 
request him to do so. 
fr. MARSH. I think I am confining my remarks strictly to the 


int of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MarsH] 
suppose it to be the province of the presiding officer of the Committee 
of the Whole to pass judgment upon the merits of the various plans 
of improvement contained in this bill? 

Mr. MARSH. I do not; and with all re spect to the Chair there is 
nothing in my remarks to justify that inquiry. I am confining my 
re marks to the plan upon which it is proposed this $1,000,000 shall 
beexpended. That plan is not to be found in this bill. The gen- 
tlemen who prepared this bill carefully avoided anything which 

vould permit the House to determine from the bill itself what is the 
plan upon which this $1,000,000 is to be expended. 

y understand that this report of the Mississippi River commission 
contains the plan which is referred to in this bill, and it is to the 
contents of that plan that I am endeavoring to direct the attention 
of the Chair, in order to show that the expenditure of money under 
such plan is not germane to a bill that proposes to appropriate 
money for the improvement of the navigable rivers and of the har- 
bors of the country. 

As I stated in my first remarks, I have endeavored to show that 

here are two distinct plans, or rather two distinct objects to be ac- 

complished under the plan referred to in this bill. One is the build- 
ing of levees to protect from overflow the alluvial lands from Cairo 
to New Orleans ; the other is to build levees to protect the post-roads 
that are upon those low lands. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will allow the Chair to call his 
attention to the fact that this appropriation —— 

Mr. MARSH. Allow me to make one other remark. Another ob- 
Ject 18 to protect from overflow those low lands so that railroads may 
tun over them unobstructed. 

lhe CHAIRMAN. The bill expressly provides that 
ation is “ for the improvement of the Mississippi River.’ 
cannot determine whether the plan is good or bad. 

Mr. MARSH. That is very true. But when the bill so says, it also 
a that the improvement shall be carried on in accordance with 
the plan proposed by the Mississippi River commission. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
that'plan is a good one or a bud one. 
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his appropri- 


The Chair cannot determine or decide whether, 
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Mr. MARSH. I am not discussing the question whether it is a rood 

ra bad plan ; but I am dis ssing the question whether the build 
Ing up or maintaining ol a levee system on the Mississippi River is 
a matter germane to the improvement of the navigation of tha er 

Mr. MONEY. [rise to a point of orde! 

Mr. MARSH. Idec not want to be taken off the fi 

The CHAIRMAN. he Cc hair 1s entire I wil to ste the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Mars] for ‘any easonable length of 
time to discuss the aren of order. But the Chair does not see an 
point of order i tl juestion at all; it ig a matter for the commit 
tee to decide. 

» MARSH. If the Chair will] eres f tes 


} 
ionger, 


) 
perhaps I can enable the Cl o see my poi 
: 


The CHAIRMAN, Certainly th Chait will hear the gentlem 
Mr. HOOKER. I submit that the g ntleman is out of ordet unless 
he states his point of order so tha the Chair can decide upon it 


The CHAIRMAN. Willthe ge von 1an from Illinois state dist 


what is his point of order 


Mr. MARSH. My point of orde lthought I had stated it dis 
tinetly—is that this proposed appropriation of $1,000,000 for the im 
provement of the Mississippi River from Cairo to New Orleans accord 


mark the 
by tl 


» language—according to ghe plan which has 
1e Mississi ppi River commission, is not germane 


posing to make appropriations for rivers and harbors. In 


ing to the plan 
been proposed 
to a bill pre 


ons 





good faith, Mr. Chairman, I was endeavoring to call your attention 
and the attention of this House to the fact that the plan referred to, 
instead of being plan for the improvement of the channel of that 
river in the interest of navigation and the interest of the great com 
merce that a ats upon the river, has in view the building up of the 
levees and r claimin ¢ the allt land overtlowed lands of that: 
try. 

The CHAIRMAN Che question resolves itself 

Mr. MARSH. And in evidence of that 

Mr. FROST. I call the gentleman to order 

Mr. MARSH. I desire further [cries of “Order! to call att 
tion—— 

Mr. FROST. I call the gentleman to order, and I ft upon my 
point of order. 

‘he CHAIRMAN. The Chair might as well state any 
time that he will not look into the plans upon which these improve 
ments are proposed to be made, for the purpose of determining their 
merits or demerits. 

Mr. MARSH. I did not ask the Chair to do that 
The CHAIRMAN. Why, the gentleman has read from the report of 


the commission, and has asked the Chair to go into an 
of the plan embraced in that report. 

Mr. MARSH. For the purpose of showing—— 

Mr. FROST. I make the point that the tleman from 
having been ruled out of order, must, under the rules of 
take his seat. I demand the enforcement of the rule 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is always willing—not only willin 


examinatior 


Illinoi 


the House 


rel 
gen 


s 


but anxions—to hear the views of gentlemen on any point of ordet 
that may hei submitted. 

Mr. FROST. I demand the enforcement of the rule 

The CHAIRMAN. But the Chair does not see that any point of 


order for the decision of the Chair is involved in 
the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. MARSH. Well, Mr. 
me—— 

Ir. FROST. Irise toa parliamentary inquiry. Is not the gentle 
man from Illinois compelled to take his seat under the rules of 
having been ruled out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. All tlemen will suspend until order is re- 
stored. Gentlemen will take their seats and preserve order 

Mr. MARSH. Let me say, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. FROST. I ask for the ruling of the Chair 


5 


the proposition of 


Chairman, suppose, if you will permit 





ren 


on my parilament 





ary question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled that the gentleman from 
Illinois 

Mr. MARSH. I say, in answer to the remark of the Chair— 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair has ruled that the gentleman from 
Illinois is not, in the opinion of the Chair, discussing the question of 


order, but a question as to the merits of the bill, and that the discus 
sion ought to be addressed to the Committee of the Whole it to the 
presiding oflicer 

Mr. MARSH. Then I will try to conform myself to t es of 
order according to the construction given by the Chair. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I want to make just one suggestion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois is on the flo ‘ 


1] 
Ad 


the Chair hopes he will not be interrupted until the Cl 
what his point of order is. 

Mr. eae In answer to the remark made b) 
that he would not look into the plans under which this money 
to be expended in order to determine whether the provision is get 
mane to the bill, permit me to say —— if the plan had been embodied 
in the bill verbatim et literatim as it appears in the report refe to 
by the bill, the Chair would have been bound to look at it; andi 
seems to me, by parity of reason, it is his duty to look into the plan, 
whether it is embodied in the bill verbatim et li whether it 
is simply referred to.in the bill. .It is made a part 


by the Cl to me 
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i Ot the Mississippi Rive 
| u¢ ea ) 1 M s | i ‘ Tri? ac 
ement of the Mississippi R dance with tha 
| ; it } 
ol esecretal I \\ and t] st ( des that the , 
- Al Th 
t ( Va 1rol I el reta yoft W ir ane nl ed ut 
t of the Mississippi River cor ; I< —s 
of existing law al not in the interests of econor : 
The ¢ HAIR MAN The Chair decided yesterday afte; 
( ute and Lie d a il of I le LwlO! oft the subiec 
river and harbor ap} riation bill is not techr lly a gener 
] tion bill so to e witl the rule re] ng to ’ 
bills; and if the decision be correct, then the fact that jt 
é sting la Ll not be ground f the me t of order 
PAGI ( isk the Chair what rules cove nt 
tee on a spe i ppropriation bill? 
The CHAIRMAN Just the same that govern this eo 
t soul tion « ny other bill except the general approny 
] 3. wi h have lilar ruie tor emseives , 


a point of order. 
HAIR MAN Lhe centleman W ll state it 
AN VOORHIS. I m point of 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
The ¢ 
Mr. \ order that this 





to appropriate a million d certain levees on the Miss 
River his bill makes the report of tl commission a part of 
by tl report we see that this money is wanted to build 

not for making the river navigable atall. I make the point. 


snota 


proper appropriation to be made in such a 
The C 


ommittee on Commerce report a bill 
the improveme of the river. Now, it may be that the committ 
was opinion thatthe 1 abort wer Anpernapn, rie p: poy ery 


tion of levees, in which opi 1 the Chair might not con ur, but 5 
not a questi r the Cha ‘ou ermine, as the Chair underst 
no 

Mr. VAN That is the condition that the bi 118 


VOORHIS. 
events It sO) proy ues, and j make the 
Mr. FROST. Or: it of order I 
The CHAIRMA) The committee will rise to receive a 


point of order. 


would like to say 


from the Senate ’ 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
The committee forn and Mr. ROBESON having t 
the chair as Speake ( a message from the Senate, M 





BURCH, its Secretary, was rece ived, annount 


ing that the Senat 
ts upon its amendment to the bill of the House No. 3047 








e the commissioners of the District of C bambi to recom! 
proper site for a union railroad depot in the al ’ Washingtor 
ivreed to by the House f Representatives, and greed to the c« 
ence asked; and fur nent t Messrs. WuyTE, WITHERS, and Ri 

been appoint d conferees on the part of the Senate. 

Che message further ant Senate had pass 

d joint resolutions of tl in which concurre 





the House of Representat 





Joint re ition (S. R for the detail « 
otticers of the Army to colleges, universities, and other incor} 
nstitutions of le irning 

Joint resolution (S. R. N« 62) to gi t the use of artillez 
& » be used at the soldiers’ reur to be held in Maine . 








S. No. 1432) gr ng a pension to Angus McAul 
Ab S. No. 2094) for e relief of M, J. Flood, widow of | 
\\ ] heh ( 
A bill (S. No to omulmissjoners ot the Dis 
Columbia to upp t icemen for temporary s 
Distri nad for ¢ 
RIVER AND ARBOR AI OPRIATION BILI 

to say a WO! 
from Illinois, a 
be answered b 






ittee on 


ision. Iwill 


never has been a purl 


; 
i 

al lands on that 
I 











The on j objet 
of theMi SSISSIP})L Ah 
hi ] 
11S CiauUuse, as 
ondek: and n 
n quite sure, and i 
‘a proposition 
( ec here wl See 3 toimpose restrictions upon the expel 
t ‘ y . <r ] 47 } 
his money tor an p nose other thar that contemplate: 
y } f + my? +4 rn fram al th a ll be no obje 
I al O11 tb co mitLlec l aming 1 » , LHeTe Will en 
on the part of the committee to its adoption. That is all Id 
a6 7 4 t 4 se 
AN { Ls i é ame é t 3 pol 
I Cle sc read asi Ows 
\ i ’ ph the fo ring 
s ) ® m shall be expended for the pul 
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j 
t , A Ve ¢ A 5 his I iv. tive 
a aeel t neces \ my emel ci « re ng of t] ‘ : ‘ 
of the river, repa break in a é It ey belie t whe 
OMAS ' i ( Beep ater is ey tage, by stopping ; a 
tai ©} VS rt a a eatil SWiil I aeeper a Lt stronger < t rreate & 
mme? 2 | — poe gr 
ae ‘ OF | e rive iplished, I want to leave them tha . 
r levees eck nh es i é i ds : fr ther I rega } eX} 4 
hesitant ' m of the | rere « , en « bout but I 
S Kive the « ‘ ‘ enamel L | exte! the pla the commission hav: 
y . ] Sa Siacie ( ( 210 I } ive sug rested will ‘ é é 
strict gh oe \ that commission is willing the Secreta 
5 es “ as by the ( , ees at ene I ev for the purpose ol prot 
t< jy rnt ene t 





: entleman from Dlinois [Mr. THOMAS] who offere 
mittee ‘ } a ; + } y re " ] I | 
i : oO observe iat his inguage goes turthetr wna, i 

A } reS ( eC} the y ri 
{OMAS. | as suggested i an might 1 dangerous wa it goes further than he thinks 
1 } . f ley n whl } t yicrht ) } . 
ore “ ee > A al Taig not e to sav so: because he ses the word *navigatio 
s 1 remember his language ia ne | aing oF levees nderstand the force t that word better than the 
tea tl , ¢ oY yt +} , yy rit t} slic } . . ‘ 
‘ oS ere § = ver mig ACKe! ou want to have the levees repaired to make landing 
Now, I submit that Ss not t duty of this House ~ 1 ! 


places for boats and facilities for trade. In my amendment I leave 
t ht to have left that 


S 
iy Of till nation tO Make a propriati i the peoples hat ont: and I submit to the centlemar e ou 


ne purpose of reclaiming th 





se «Ai ny nal vertiou } = ” 
‘ vamp and overtlowed navigation ” in add 


s l } 


out of hisamendment, because with the phrase 


: y the ‘ ionev iron? ted it his bj shar ha r 5 99 . . ‘ 
s; and that any money appropriated in this bul mould be col tion to “ improving the channel” it might be plausibly urged that Con- 
. nprovement v ks v eh re « irlv wit i the - .. . 
hose improvements a id ve ag t are iCa;ri VilbDIN the creat works to nelude the purpose of bringi } 


al egitimate purpose of the bill, which is to im f the gentleman will examine the report of the 


nd that on the fifteenth page the commissior 
the navigation of the river. In my amendment 
» the deepening and improvement of the channel] 

of the river simply, for fear it would take too 
e taken care that the words should be very pre 
precisely meet the case I would be glad to have 
them amended But I submit to the gentleman from Illinois [ M1 
THOMAS] that he has his amendment, as I conceive, some danger 


ous words which would take the force very much out of what he pro 





] + , 
nois, and repeat now what I said on a former occasion, that 





. amendment or that of the gentleman from New York, or Massa 


ts. or any amendment that is deemed essential to confine the 








hat 


this floor. They have no purpose to reclaim these 


ation to the absolute improvement of the navigation of the 
s perfectly acceptable to gentlemen representing t section 
3; they have no object to accomplish save the absolute improve roses. 


Mr. DUNN ross 
Mr. ¢ OWGILI I would be glad to have the substitute offered 


the river itself. It is not contemplated or sought to reclaim 


or overtiowed lands. 
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| 
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rove the | 

ratior f the river and therel uid to the u mer s of - 












































) "NEP “i . thir ¥) + » hill] +] +t Innl + tha « j . . S . . 
Mr. BUCKNER. There is nothing in the bill that looks to the ac- | the gentleman from Massachusetts again read. 
y nt f +} + 7 ’ ce rae . > me " 
SHINE ee yurpose, as Lar a I can see. rhe proposed substitute was again read. 
We RORINSON { hea antlen { y lling r TrHOWAS : . ° . . 
(OBINSON. If the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Tomas} | fr, ROBINSON. If the committee will allow me I will say just 
c e his attention for a mome nt J wish to suggest to him that | one word further. I have provided in this amendment for a report 
, > nN amenadr nt me atin t » } . » rem: 
pared an amendment somewhat in the line of the remarks | to he made on or before the Ist day of January next. Let these gen 
few t ? » n this ver wint * } I » it Lams t » , if ’ 1 " ’ : 1 
i ee eee eee point ; aa ice 10 Seems tOMC | tlemen go out hedged as they will be by that provisicn, and come 
me nts Ss ner lent oO not you to have } 34 . 
; some point is amendment does not, I would like to have | back here and make report of their doings and their expenditures to 
ine perhaps the gentieman may accept 1t instead oF | —— | the next Congress, and Congress v ll then be ready t etermine wh 
uN hax y whi + —— } . + + o — 
THOMAS. ‘ L have » OHJECTIO! , caring va } act on it sh« uld take. 
\ ROBINSO 1 per ns ( ] i . +} 
7 BIN N. =. = » : a “J Mr. DUNN. I am satisfied that there is great deal of unnece 
’ HOMAS a f +} . 
Aas MA as o on ae sary apprehension in re to this plan of improvi the Mississip 
erk Tead as LOLLOWS Rivet I oppose this amendment because | ink it ) he 
of line 364 add t - | unnecessary as providing against a thing not contemplated 
Anat no po no ‘ I desire to « the tention of this committee to the « il act 
ction « ees f } : iry to lands 7 ; ; 
re : ‘ , ; ; 5 deepening ¢ eat this « } Sale I call f 1 < cre er to ‘ 
( ( l ‘ \ s in ( s 1 con I guage emp l I ana l i nti to Tf in ot 
fare ¢ y + ¢ ¢ \ } ' 
ort on 0 ore t S I ‘ ‘ Secre of W proveme! ‘ ( h that a { I think it ol 
5 : , sar rayne ; sheet aac consideratio wd ent i hie I t ‘ ti is 
nen made fr ( ere pproy ted th thew ldgment . 
( of snc wor the ae 1 1 cab \ ad mates of the iOWS 
( T 4 T { T he cortrTt t | 
su plan <¢ I ‘ inently k te L cl 
Mr. GIBSON. I will s to the gentl from Massachusetts | the channel a prote pi i : 
a 1 afet ) t f wis ) 
ROBINSON] that that amendment t onfines the appro- | ° ae Ae a 
to ts legitimate purps ses, al s perfectly a ptable to the | ed. 1 £W re I 
emen who are interested in these improvements. rg anda : t 
Mr. ROBINSON. I move that as a substitute for t] endment | poses af 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Tmomas, I call attent low to ) 
REAGAN TOS¢ A pra ‘ 
| N rey ram M ri XT, ' 
CHAIRMAN, ihe gentiema tro! hassachusetts | Mr. in - | t 
s entitled to the floor to speak nis amenament. | or SHG wat : , . ee 
REAGAN. Iw ask the gentleman from Massachusetts to let | Now, the ! t port e reported, first 
ROBINSON. I yield tot entieman if I do not thereby lose }| tem s¢ rat the it, not a ! ( 
D y . . . ; - ‘ ; . ‘ a . + +] 
REAGAN, i merely WisSt TO 8a t iT he ¢ tire ¢ mittee, as Lf sible i ‘ I ‘ sAGOPTtLo vu 
erstand, approve of the amend: fered by t centleman | Cost o1 ; ever pha irt o 
M V reeate : | f 
iassachusetts. . 
ROBINSON. If I ca a u it minutes, | k | ‘ | 
1 ' ‘ ted upor ! ) M 
Ss amenament. . Up wut vs 
‘ se the othe xf ( to « | is ot i }} é ( é l ul é 
. = ’ oe I always € rence ) g va ‘ t 
repairing or building the levees for the protection of lands | evees t lied upon “to impr i fety tor 
fF river. The commission, composed of several very eminent | gatior pro facilitate commerce, trade, and the postal service I 
whose names are well known throughout the country, are | *therto enters ion of 1 t naintenar f 
} } } ry 1 | svs 
ed in theirrecommendation. 7 jority, uowever, Say—as | r) I I t 
Will find by exam lng the report, NV Lrliena Trou) Liinols nd enlarging Lott river during those pet sof ‘ris or ** tlood 
CAadiINng & part of what is said on that po n the report—they | by preventing t lispersion of the flood-waters over the adjacent low-land 
1) . ’ : 1 . ’ . . 4 ws at » +h: wom ne r One! a ther ty Ix 
ill be desirable to hasten the work of channel improvement | °%! river banks igh bayous and other ngs, they actually « 
os : ee a water to rise to a er level within the than it would attain if 
Y ue increased scour and aey th of ti! river “i. | ruined 
\ » as you, Mr. ¢ hai Wis said omen ago, ou | ould ‘ fror e of atc 
cht not agree with the engineers and I } fer with them ermines t at | t ructic 6 area 
T . ly ‘ } 4 , } "y sat} . ) ‘ uT t 
certainly hold my judgment subordinate to theirs in that I think | MC@? Cross-section oF bed of the fi ae vet ‘ 
’ q or : ifter t ‘ : ached at « ent conditio i 
‘House and the country are quite ready to sub » the views of | lieved ta he ¢ ch Ade Wi: aterm ated the M ni Valley has not mate 


earned and experienced such matters \ ria h 7“ 
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Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Chairman, I desire t 











s ‘ , i oO 
to the amendment to the amendment proposed b the 
from Ne York i regard to the repairs ot the le vee ee . ae 
sippi River. No one quainted with the facts in , ahs: 
this matter ¢ mtend for a moment that i some cases 
ecessa that the levees of the river shall in t ed { 
ose of this improvement. The plan adopted bythe comp 
here to examine O al report ul h rive am : 
evees, Dut to adopt a system hic] 3 N I 
? sof ir roving it ] os : 
{ I ola al st i W 
rr brush al x the bar , 
I ish made ens 
( ect ng débi Sand ¢ ne 
r that could not « ange 
ocess the channel 1 > 
the vee s ‘ If t 
f this river s \ 
us urely ho con i agains 
ils @) reas 
’ > ait Y) I ‘ A l i 
itisfactory « vhe 
the ( l res Ss VII OI b shi ) 8 ) 
the banks of ery to their natural leve iD f 
l iver to! l es now, on the top of a ridge or ca x 
indreds of 1 ri l: the san time increase t! ( t ) 
I hig eott I by tl scour process > 
g } ; 
of the year tl may be su ent depth for vessels dra 
eight 1e¢ or wats When e went to New Or] 
ipon the steamer Ja Howard she ul on her decks 
freight, equal in amount to thirteen tra of thirty cars « 
p wl the commission have adopted and by whicl 
pose to take and expend a mill m of dollars was pra tical 
iu e result will be that 18 commerce on that riv ’ 
such magnitude that it will pay the whole cost of t ) ; 
ven if it costs $50,000,000 by its reduction in trans 
products of the country, and the people of this who 
be richer by $500,000,000 in the next twe nt years. An 
Mr. REAGAN I now move that the committee ris 
Mr. MARSH. Mr. Chairm I desire to offer an ame 
paragraph. 
Che CHAIRMAN, i moto! » rise has precedence 
ihe Moto! Was agreed to 
[he committee accordingly rose; and Mr. BLACKBURN, as § 
pro tem) aving 1 the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported t 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union had had 
consideration the river and harbor appropriation bill, and ha 
to no « clusion thereo 
ORDER OF ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. CARLISLI Mr. Speaker, in order to avoid ol 
the legislative day and the calendar day, I move that 
djourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Thursday next at « ve 
Che motio vas agreed to 
LEAVE TO PRINT 
re to ask unanimous consent to pl 
reference to the tarifi 
ion, and it was ordered accord 
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» | ; + 1? » +] , 
Permission harks 1n the NHECORD on the rivera 


to print re 
bill was given to Mr. ACKLEN, Mr. KING, Mr. TOWNSHEND of | 
Mr. Berry, and Mr, THOMAS TURNER. [See Appendix. 

Mr. CONGER. Iask consent, Mr. Chairman, to add to the rema 


» this morning sor 3 or two others 8 











1e quotations ire 


ym on 


lere Was no objec ordered according] 


Ir} tion, and it was 
Mr. BROWNE. 


Mr. Speaker, I 


ho desires it on the pending bill. 


47 4 aaa” ——. 
move that everyvoay | 





print W 


ihere was no objection, and 1t was ordered accord. 


RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. REAGAN. I move that the House now resolve itself 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider the 
and harbor appropriation bill; and pending that motion 
ill debate on the pending paragraph and amendment ‘ 





limited to one minute. 

Mr. MARSH. If thisamendment pre 
whether the limitation on the del 
amendments which are not now pending 

The SPEAKER pre tempore. It will apply to all amendments? 
the pending para, 


Mr. MARSH. [ 


mvself, 


vails I desire to ask 


apply to subseq 





man 


} 


i 
raph. 





The SPEAKER pro tempore If the motion shall prevai it doe 
prevent the offering of any additional amendments to the pel 
ing paragraph, but it limits debat 1endments to o1 


} 
1 


Mr. MARSH. I wish to ask the gentleman in charge‘of this b 
he will not make the limitation of debate ten minutes instead 0! one 
minute, and allow me a portion of the time, as I desire to offer som 
amendments? This is an important provision and ought not to 
acted upon hastily. 
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I the Chair the “ noes 


to debate Was agree 
SPEAKE! ( The quest $ en | 
the gel fr rexas tha I se resolve itself into | 
e¢ { tine ( he sta | » wre n »>the 
{ the rive I | 
H 1 ording res ( T ( f \\ j 
f the n, Mr. CARLISLI e cha 
CHAIRMAN. 17 rouse is now Committ the W eto 
t river and | rbor a prop! | ! oraer ¢ the 
debate upon the p : ndments | 
< ‘ to! minute | 
i 
Mr. MARSH. 1 to ask wheti : 
to the te f this par i 
e CHAIRMAN It isnotatthis tin e ( ecog- | 
t ‘ il t SC aN ie! au i I ( | 
[ARSH. I 
~ ( ( ( h \ y \ I 
titute of Mr. ROBINSON \ I Crees | 
CHAIRMAN. 1 ques ) ; 
by the gentler Massachusetts [} ROBINSON] | 
; ent proposed by t I Mr. | 
i ce aga 
; ( ’ subs f ‘ 
[AIRMAN. 
‘ » ‘ a ha 
é state 
A I ¢ + ( ) ) i 
gentler lass setts, [ Mr. ROBINSON 
HAIRMAN i unittee has agre¢ t s tit of 
( eman iro! Mass: tts 1 Ol en ( ( t] 
om Illin ; , amendment | 
t ect opt 
Ss i ( i . i 
substitut 3 agreed 
Mr. MARSH. I offer t! ! I ) 
iCat Ne , , 
‘ the ( ¢ _ | 
( I siol! S¢ ‘ ( | 
out eC we ( ‘ s | 
’ I of the ] 2 i ead 
m1 1 the Mississip] from Sait 1 N ( 
i ‘ : P 
Mr. MARSH. Now, Mr. ¢ man, if the Amer Congress are 
red to make a new « riat 1 I 
yurpose of build ‘ 1 this count Is son | 
ese appropriations shi e nfined . S SO of | 
a d hence 1 first f mi s to ¢ ‘ ‘ to 
S Paul because between Cai: ! si I I re 1 re 
es of overflowed lands, rich a vil, than the re | ) If 
ey 18 to be taken ‘ i l the A ca ll i I tl S© i poses Gao | 
t that money be used for a se ! purpose. Do t give ¢ 
iement to the cry which has pre ed in acertain section of the | 
try lor years past the old liag ant appropriatiol jon 
this Mississippi River in two at Cairo and give the riation |} 
e South and not give it to the Nort! SO the st part | 
y amendment. } 
i come now to the next part my amendment. The! says this 
ey is to be expended tary of Wa But how ex- | 
ended by him? It is to be expended by him “ with the advice and 
der the supervision of said commission.” This commission, M1 
nan, in my op 1,is ne e body under 
public money should | xpender rhat 
ganized for the purpose of ¢ xpending mone 
Dditure. Congress authorized the creation of 
is appointed solely for the purpose of exam 
uver below Cairo ¢ such suggestio1 
ent of the navigati as seem st to 
mn} ted by this bill to ¢ lothe the commissi 
enditure of this money, but my amendment p1 
tsothat the money, this $1,000,000 of money,w | 
Secretary of War as every other dollar of m 
1orized by Congress in years past for the imp 
arbors has had to be expended. Why make an exception of these 
vees? Why take this levee system out from the control of the 
Secretary of War and place it in the hands of a comn 
8 appointed Tor that purpose but for an entirely differer 
I he question on the amendment offered by Mr. MARSH having been 


voce, the chairman [ Mr. SPRINGER ] said thatin tl 
7 had + 
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Mr. MARSH. I call for a divisior I want to ki 











tavor ¢ levees in the Sonth and who are iwainst levees up N + 
The committee again divided da the vere—ayes 2 es 87 
Mr. MARSH. No quor 
The CHAIRMAN. A quorum not having voted, the Chair 

tellers; and appoints the Illinois, Mr. Ma 

the gentlen ITé lexas 
T) col tee 1 div ded and the ft t, 

Ts 
nt L~ 
+} + + 
So The amendment Was I agreed 
Mr. ROBINSON There is a verbal amendment necessa ‘ 
1. I move to strike out the word “adopted” and St 
I 

theres I ommende Exe Document No. 5, ss 

Forty-sixth Congress 
Mr. KENNA t} » objectic » that 
r} iment ered by Mr. ROBINSON was adopted. 

Mr. COX. I! t te the RECORD a letter 
» tl s } 
het is 
| 
Ss ve I ! f the harbor bill, and sup} 
I Sa ents, 1 want to tell yout 
s M ) ud S I lw h to force the products of 

x I M ne } { g their towT i l 

é x >» the I | rg 
1 3 ‘ ate of t Mississippi the 
te t ( ol ( M ppi abo Ss t | 4 

t to { ‘ at th i 

Al ( i t la 1 
i You ‘ i t head t 

M SSip] é r to Saint Louis f 

\ to tf water . 
t I er Va 
t La ype Red Rive at 
\, ul » Ne 
} ’ S I the ' 

rthes 1 pre the } ( t northe Stat 
ro es A »] ilo fror 

Duluth, 1 4 ‘ 

You would do se pt of ‘ t 

rt i lollar ) f ‘ 
taken out 0 ic toatl nati 

Mr. Charles Ellet azo projected a svatem : : ‘ ‘ 

f the Ohio ‘ i vast ater-she 1 several Stat t ae = oe 
re ‘ cht to b : le, and g 7» af i : 
ihe ater 31 2 lL for ece ! { t ca 
a If hg I ip f ; 

i L} I ra oa 
cut ng ' \ 
~ } / 
; 
Mr. SIMONTON. I offer the amendm I send to e des} 
) ile as all ceye cle ( i er y eC ¢ la rea 
The Clerk read as follows 

shall r yr ( ( Ie es ) mie 4 eretofore ma ha 
i ‘ e, ¢ u ot commer« ocal and genera 
elating to said ts it : t of W transmit the sa 
» Congress th } ' ent tan 4 , t of rivers and tun 


Mr. SIMONTON addressed the 
The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Sprincer.) The Chair is of opinion 





relates to the paragraph on wl! debva is en closed 

Mr. SIMONTON. I beg the Chair's } ) Lintend that to « é 
In as sepal © pal aph art the ul iich debate w 
limited and before » succeeding one 

Phe CHAIRMAN. But it is nevert Ss iendment to suUKé 
upon wl h debate is been limited. 

Mr. SIMONTON. It relates to the whole bill, and not to ‘ 
ceding clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is grder to move the amendment ; b 
Chair is of the opinion that limiting debate upon a clause also limit 
debate upon all amendments and propositions relating to that clause 

Mr. SIMONTON. My purpose is not to amend the claus have 
just left, but to insert as a new paragraph by itself a provis 
ing to the whole bi . 

Mr. KENNA. Will the gentleman from T\ seo [ Mr. 8 On 
allow me to call his attention toa provisio1 = 2 3] ] 


SIMONTON. I will do so. 
KENNA. The last clause in the bill is as follows 








\ ‘ 5 t i itions « 8 t t | 
ce 8 matic oncerning t ai importal I 
ct of the provement contemp! l and such ger ( 
mercial statistics as the Secretary of Wa ) procure 
Mr. SIMONTON. I will w vi? nent t t} ! 
tion of the bill has been rea 
Che CHAIRMAN The amendment vithdrawn; and the Clerk 
will proceed with the reading of 
The Clerk read as follows 
For improving Choptank River l nd Gree Maryla 


> 000 
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M DEGRAFY, of 1 yh | ¢ rivers has been mor ss difficult—especia 
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I ce te ) Oo til 
c. IFA ry ’ 
{ ‘ | ‘ M HASHKELI I c » as entle 1 ' 
i right ¢ ecti old trac that . 
S 1 ran aground on one of bars 
‘ NI (>% 1 
( ( \ I l i K 
endment of Mr. ¢ : 
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} Y r 27 
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a i i ‘ 
r | i ( ‘oO \ i t 1 | ‘ ¢ 
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4 | 4 * 
1 
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{ i T I - 
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{ eT 4 j T h ] ( tle ne 1 S 
‘ t ol I y eam vein rie 
. >A jy y ( ( r ail } Lat th lar 
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, il i i wv) te is ) va ‘ 
} i te! i oO ( { rea i 
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AGAN. I2 e Houss nast ORDER OF BUSINESS. 











LEAVE ¢ \ ‘ 
oLl to adjour 
7 nr } x ‘ y ws é 
i mous consent, ieave OT AVUSE e as grante as follows: 
I TXT . } + 7 1 
Mr. KITCHIN, fron t 20t] t [uesda the 24t] 
rn ‘kne iy | fay ] 
cccount Of Sickness 1n His tami 
Mr. CRAVENS ndetinit y,UH a ( ol cNeSS ¢ mseltand 
ul CABEI two davs, o accoul ( nnortant business 
uf } A PP. ur + +} oT 4 i . . 
Mr. VAN AERNAM nth he Vis instan oO eeoul of mpor- 


isiness. 
Mr. CARLISLE. Iask leave of absence from this evening’s ses- 
for the members of the committee appointed by the House to 
the obsequies of the late Hon. FERNANDO Woob. They will 
ipelled to leave this evening to go to Pittsburgh. 
was no objection, and leave of absence was granted. 
LEAVE TO PRINT. 
inanimous consent, Mr. BENNETT obtained leave to have printed 
e RECORD some remarks on the bill H. R. No. 1306 and the bill 
No. 3225. [See Appendix. ] 


LEASING OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


he SPEAKER pro tempore, by unanimous consent, laid before the 

ise a memorial of the Legislature of Montana, protesting against 
assage of any law authorizing the leasing by the General Gov- 

ent of any public lands; which was referred to the Committee 
Public Lands. 


MONTANA PENITENTIARY. 





i SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a memorial 
he Legislature of Montana, in relation to the Montana peniten- 


which was referred to the Committee on the Territories. 


DWARD FITZPATRICK, 


Ir. MULLER, by unanimous consent, submitted to the House the 
wing resolution ; which was read and referred to the Committee 
ounts : 


That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be authorized an 





nd « 
I out of the contingent fund of t House to the brother and sister of 
Fitzpatrick, late messenger in the House Post-Oflice, a sum eqt to his 
three months nd aisot née a funeral ¢ enses of the deceased 
eed ‘ of $2 
ORDER OF 1] SINESS 
pr Ip my . ‘ +} 
SPEAKER p » le ihe question 1s on the otion of the 
eman from New York, Mr. VAN \ MORHIS that the House do 


aqgyourn, 
6 question being taken, the motion was not 
SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘J { \ 
e gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN,] that the House take a 
e 





ss until half past seven o’clock thi 


‘s i 
Mr. ANDERSON. I move to amend so that the recess shall be 


en until half past nine on Thursday morning. 

MEMBER. Is that amendmentin order when ¢ Hansa haa a 

MEMBER. Is that amendment in order when the House has de- 
ed that the session shall commence at eleven o’clock 
SPEAKER pro tem) . The amendment is in order. The 

1,¢ . 7 ] } 7 ? 

ise Might go into t recess until half past nine, and if 1t so deter- 
could adjourn before eleven 

lr. REAGAN. I hope the amend t | 

} 











equestion being taken « ee amename 1 ) 
VAN VOORHIS. What becomes of my 
SPEAKER } oO tempore. rhe motion was not agreed to. 
VAN VOORHIS. I called for a divisior 
SPEAKER my 1 : 
LAKIN pro pore, iL! Chair did not hear the gentle- 
AN VOORHIS l [ ren f mt the House do 
esti ell I 
CDI Lr © as 1 
EAK Rj} ) } stated ft it es evide Liy ad 
YAN VOORHIS. I eall for a divisi After a pause I with- 
e demand for a division ; 





I 1! I 1 
h] se take recess unti alf past s é this ever 
lestion being taken, the motion was agreed to. 

REAGAN. Before the result of the vote is announced | wish to 

8 embers that J very much hope they will retarn to the session 

ght; otherwise a call « House will be necessar 





Mr. ATKINS. I rise to make a privileged report. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask the gentleman from Tennes 
see [Mr. ATKINS] to yield to me for a moment to ask a conference o1 
a pension bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. Iw do so if it takes no time. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table House bill No. 3728, granting an increase of pensio1 
to William Hamill, returned from the Senate with amendments. 

There was no objection, and the bill and amendments were taken 
from the Speaker's table. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move that the amendments of 





the Senate be disagreed to, and that a conference be asked on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro m pe appointed as the conferees on the part 


of the House Mr. 1 AYLOR of Tennessee, Mr. Davis of Illinois, and 
Mr. COVERT of Ne York. 


MASONIC CELEBRATION AT LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 

Mr. WILLIS. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee on 
Military Affairs be discharged from the further consideration of the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 393) authorizing the Secretary of War to 
loan certain tents, flags, &c., to the Masons at Louisville, Kentucky, 
and that it be considered in the House at this time. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The joint resolution will be read 


after which the Chair will ask for objections 





The joint resolution was read, as follo 





Whereas the Masonic fraternity of the State of Kent are preparing to hold 
1 celebration of Saint John’s D ‘ f tit of t Masonic Widows and 
Orphans Home located in Lou iN tue l etore 
Resolved by the S te and H f Re} tat { That the Secreta f 
War is hereby authorized to send from some convenient Government arsenal or 
arsenals, to be used at said celebration to b in June, Is#l, four pieces of ar 
tiller nd such te tent-pr i sta I imp equipage as 
| au re e. said cannon. tents ( I n tv to bereturned 
tl celebration in as ditio is en re¢ ed 





can be spared wit aetril nt or injur to the pub 
r, That all trans»: 
to the arsenal shall be witho 








it the adjutant-ceneral of t 
sha I receipt for ; d ari 
State, and that such of ther 
Ldeducted out of the sun 
ted for t } 0 
of the b ‘ butal 
nent k 


ction, the Committee on Military Affairs was 





» further consideration of the joint resolution, and 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
yassed 

d to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso 
also moved t t the motion to reconsider be 
5 reed 1 
RDER ¢ I INI 
Mr. PRICE. | nanimous consent to take from the Cale 
dat 
Mr. ATKINS Mr. Spe ( i have t yielded the floor. 


The SPEAKER » fem . The Chair cannot, in jastice to the 
ie gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS] to tak 


House, allo tl | 
fioor and yield to gentleme1 1 one side of the House to the ex 
of tl on the other 
M ATKINS i l ne rer sked by any gentleman to 
The SPEAKER i It is not the fault of the ¢ 
Mr. ATKINS. ltis not v fault, certainly. I< uld not eid VW ( 
I was not asked to yield. 1 protest that I am not off tho 
The SPEAKER pro f The gentleman from Tennessee | Mt 
L\TKIN | \ re mi be that »recognit ! Tt ( made 
l I ed me. 
( aed tw ( 





when I yi lded to either ot 


If I had so understood 





een the common practice 





and yield to others be 
tore ti ed un the busines . if nes toa half doz 
her 
ie SPEAKER »T I ( simply desire tate to 
the gentleman from Tennessee that it is not i e power of al 
member of the House to take the utrol of the floor away from the 


eee ta 


ae eee 
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I AS. J 
sti IAM A 
for « ae F 
i { vil I 
a } ru ( 1 
rhe Cle Las f 

AT | It T « t i t 

] ( ] C ( ‘ j b é { - oru 
( rof ( em i} i ‘ ! ] i : , & : . 

] it } t ly i ) A 
i Mr. WELLS. Mr. Speaker, under the gener ‘ , 
] ‘ ‘ I 7 . 
; : ritor I 't) 8 pass i the House prov led for A no 
Ub Passo f ‘ +} * 
M PRI 1 : 1 l Ve ne ¢€ pe | ivents as we as the transpo i 
A \ ‘ S ' ¥ ; 
! lal ‘ eu stort daiiferent indian ti 3 i pena truck « 
Ss iD 310 regard » Trave yr ¢ DD 3 ( rents 2 
I ; t 1 ¢ supplies The House conferees hay ' ‘ ‘ 
0 f the ar ¢ riki rout the p VIS I ins 
( f supplies th I me lt retall ry ti VIS 
Mr. RICHMOND. 1 ( tot { ( } cling expe f agents. This recommendation is 
tio Gate ealnian ' e bill (H. R. No. 6034) for | advice of the Secretary of Inter 
relief of the pers res t ‘ W. ] ‘ It e remen t ‘ 3 3 
ceaser t ed a }j VISION 

The SPEAKER i I Chat : ‘ par ‘ i rizir ‘ 

Che | was I ) } 3 pl f Apl i , 4 t g 

A t - » t ' ) 

i direct »G \ le rhe S ite refused to co 1 this provision rh t 
sed. late col ctor | j l rev @ « ( \ nd inserted a paragraph reinstating the Indian co $8 
is W I Ke rie ‘ 1 1 t ™ T Tt 7 ’ y 
P § , = = ‘ | mak ya a pro riation ¢ S10,0 for tbeir expenses i 
LuoWwancs i I out rea the is question the co been unable to agr 1 
pp y ate 3 \ Y } ct ees Le t} t tr icted by the Vvea-a i 
; the House to retain on as passed by the Hous 
Mr. BURROWS. Is that 0 port m the { | quently we report 1 disag t on that point, asking 1 
Ways and Means | tions from the House or the ¢ ointment of another co 

Mr. RICHMOND. I . The SPEAKER » tempo What motion does t 

There being no objection, the ta fro t Ca lar of | vk¢ 
the Committee ot the Wh ( orders I eng;rosst io i third | M . WELLS 
reading, re id the third tin ind pass l M CONGER. 

Mr. RICHMOND moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill | conference have 
was passed; and also lt the mot to reck der be dontr rt some agre¢ } 
the table | to an agreement 

Phe latter mot zreed { | The SPEAKER; 

‘ | : i} mittee ot conferel 
| 1 
, 1 T LW ses 
Mr. KELLEY. I des . es 
‘ . quirement he i 

Mr. WELLS. I rise to make a conference report ree a 

Phe SPEAKER Phe gentleman will send it pone oy borg 

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a point of ord forwes x ce, 

I ‘ ’ { rang ( 

The SPEAKER enth vill state a ae 

, . 7 , ( co < 

Mr. ATKINS ly point of order is that the gentleman i Mis 

soul Mr. Wi ‘ ne tal the gentleman from Pennsylvania | ' rwy 1} ¢ } } } 
Mr. k 14 ‘ bak Ta a 1, . ; 1") ‘ Mr. WELLS I will state that the Senate have not acted 
C) ” | conference report; and they may recede from the posit tl 
‘ , 1 , 7 
Ir) EFAKER ( |} taken upon the questio! 1 which the conferees have bee 
Ot Nhl A hie uri S? 1" ry dthe Oy } i . a ; , 7 
- tr rree t ry ik t imynortant ti rm wt chon wet thas 
tleman trom Pem va KELLEY ] as entitled to the tlo ee : ee 7 hould go to tl 

M ATKINS 1) t t » Chair 1 , +} ol lel a? ; 1tS acto! 

I } I I oc! e f if 1a trou +. > { 
Pennsvivani ? 2 | Mr CONGER i ao i ow that there 1s any coniere 
at ris\yA ahliial 7 , 

rhe SPEAKER —— —- ar, | Which the House can accept unless it reports an entire agi 
WELLS 1 states t , eset » entities y mort ~~" | disagreement 

' ‘ ( ) ( Ce epo r ' . tr — 
: ¥ i ea SP }? ; 7) ha ‘ 1 

Mr. ATKINS. Precisely ; and that is what I want to rae REP ARES pro tempore, Fhe Ch no 

The SPEAKER But the entleman fr ¥ aaaaa lc nts where tint vojeat hes accepte = 

. . : > oe ee | tees agreeing in part and disagreeing < g matters 
Mr. ATKINS] 1 t to t ( that her to make 2 con- | 3. agreeing Nip ee agreeing ae 
ference report ; dispute. Lhe Chair knows of no rule to the 4 
oren b. 1 tees — ecintasint ‘giants a Hand iy ] 

Mr. ATKINS I dis . aha tis | the powel to accept such a report. He I 

{ MEMBER Che gentleman from T: Bs Mr. ATKINS] aaid he | Commuttee of conterence 1s In Orde! 
. te ann ine aa ; ai , ‘“ | two Houses will only stand agreed upon 

‘ > Thats al riy eved repo? , : , 
Mr. KELLE} I thin! y ‘ , ny ow | tees of conference of the two Houses have united upo J 
4 ! c one sufticient to dispose of | 44 : 4s) 7 , ; a +} ‘ J 

the | ean to wi r an +) - ae ©f | matters will still be left pending between the two Houses 

‘ ss 1 wok i avo t nvite ( tte f 7+ » | rE 1) 
House nd ‘ : re I t : *! | Mr. WELLS I call the previous questior 

ise, a | aS . so el! orious hnink fT > 2 rit. vt hye : ,* ’ : 

grante Chere lic »n the Sneaker’s tah] rhe previous question was ordered, and under the ope! 
hts ot I ics O LHe 4s eakers ib ‘ 


. | ( ort was adopted, 
we Mr. WELLS moved to reconsider the vote by which the re] 
. os 


adoptec: and also moved thatthe motion to reconsider be Ja 


The SPEAKER ; fempo The Chair must state to the 
man from Pennsylvania that t l 


WELLS] is in possession of the floor for the } urpose of submitting a 


report from a committee of conference, which will now be read Mh. } 1 
ihe latter motion Was agreed 


. follow WIDOW OF REAR-ADMIRAL PAULDING. 
i ‘ au id , , 5 ‘ l= 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up Senate bill No. }>v- 





The committee of conference cn t disagr ng votes of t two Ho the : - } rid 
amendments of the Senate to the | R. N 6730) making appropriations for which provides ior granting a pension Ot Sov a month to the wie 
the current and cont t exper the Indian Department and for fulfilling ! of Rear-Admiral Paulding. She is now seventy-three years of ag 








1881. CONGRESSIONAL 
a spb aca calla daSiieasiommnadaameacnnvages 


and, though her husband entered the service at eleven years of age, 
a 4 died after the close of our recent war, through which be served 
faithfully, she was left w ith less than $5,000 upon which to live. I 
ask the bill may be considered and passed, that for the few remain- 
-» vears of her life this venerable woman may thus be benefited. 
~ The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present con- 

deration of the bill indicated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 
M REAGAN. If it leads to no debate, I will make no objection. 
rhe Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. No. 1802) granting a pension to Ann M. Paulding 

re itenacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, authorized 


J directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to th » provisions and limitations 


nsion laws, the name of Ann M. Paulding, widow of Hiram Paulding, late 


admiral, United States Navy, and pay her a pension at the rate of $50 





ne 


of the ] 





rmonu 

Mr. HATCH. Has that bill been before the Committee on Invalid 
sions of this House, or is it upon the Calendat 

Mr. KELLEY. It passed the House at the last Congress. 

Mr. COVERT. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will permit 
ne, 1 will say that the bill is on the House Calendar. It was, how- 
ever, considered by the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KELLEY. A similar bill, in fact, in precisely the same terms, 
has been considered by that committee. This Senate bill is in pre 
cisely the same terms as that reported by the House committee. 

Mr. HATCH. Has the bill been before the committee in the House 
ind favorably considered ? 

Mr. KELLEY. It has. 

There was no objection, and the House Calendar was discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill; and it was taken up, or- 
dered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
nassed: and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


1.) 
vie, 


Dp 


[he latter motion was agreed to 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. ATKINS. I send up a report fron the committee of confer- 
ence, which I ask the Clerk to read 
The Clerk read as follows 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
mendments of the Senate to the bill of the House No. 6969, making appropriations 
rthe naval service for the year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes 
iving met, after full and free conference have agreed to rectahanhanl and do 


mmend, to their respective Houses as follows 
rhat the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 4 and 9 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Senate 
bered 8, and agree to the same 
[hat the House recede from its disagreement to thea 
cree to the same with an amendment, as follows: Str 
sert in lieu thereot “ twenty-five and the Senate agree to the same 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered 7, 
ind agree to the same with an amendment, as follows: In lieu of thesum proposed 
ert $875,000; and the Senate agree to the same 


1endment numbered 3, and 
<e Out the word “fifty” and 











That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered 10, 
and agree to the same with amendments, as follows: Insert after the word “ stat 
ites.” at the end of line 2, the words ‘‘as heretofore amended Strike out the word 

sixteen,”’ in line 4, and insert in lieu thereof the word “* fiteen and the Senate 
agree to the sam 

I. D. C. ATKINS 

THOMAS R. COBB 

FRANK HISCOCK 
Managers on the part of the Hous 


WILLIAM WINDOM 
H. G. DAVIS 
k. E. WITHERS 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
Mr. CONGER. Let the statement which under the rules should 
accompany the report from the committee be now read by the Clerk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The effect of the foregoing report, if adopted, will be as follows 

By amendment 3 the sum of $825,000 is appropriated in lieu of $350,000 as given 
by Senate. 

By amendment 4 $55,000 is appropriated instead of $60,000 


By amendment 5 $1,500,000 is appropriated instead of $1,600,0( 


By amendment 7 $875,000 is appropriated instead ef $900,000 

By amendment 8 $75,000 of above-named sum is made immediately available. 

By amendment 9 $250 is appropriated for two private horses for commanding 
officer at Mare Island, California 

By amendment 10 sections 1418, 1419, and 1420 of the Revised Statutes are 
amended to reduce the minimum age at which minors may be enlisted in the naval 
service to the age of fourteen years 

Mr. ATKINS. If the House desires a brief explanation of these 
amendments, I can give it in two or three minutes. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!”’] 

Mr. WAIT. The House is perfectly satisfied with the reading of 
the report and the accompanying statement. 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman from Michigan asked for an expla- 
nation. It remains with the House whether or not it should be made. 
If it be desired I can give it in three minutes. 

Mr. CONGER. I only asked for the reading of the accompanying 
statement. 

Mr. ATKINS. I understand the gentleman from Michigan is satis- 
fied; and if nothing further is desired in explanation, I have no wish 
to trespass on the House. 

he report was adopted. 

Mr. ATKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the report was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


XI 105 
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MICHAEL MEENAN, DECEASED 
Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware. I appeal to the House to grant my 
request. I was absent when my State was called under the Fr ‘ 
the other day, by reason of accompanying a member of this House 
home who was too sick to go alone. I ask, therefore, the House grant 
me unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's table and concur in 
Senate amendment to a pension bill, the object of which 


ye rule 


ih is to strike out 
arrears, and to which there can be no objection on 
House. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I am entitled to be recognized before the 
gentleman from Delaware, as I sought the attention of the Chair 
rst, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair listened as well as he could 


to the gentleman from Iowa and the gentleman from New York 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I addressed the Chair, and my request is sim 
ply to have unanimous consent to concur in the amendment of the 
Senate to a pension bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair in the exercise of his duty 
under the rule is alternating between the two sides, recognizing a 
gentleman on one side and then agentleman on the other. The gen 
tleman from Delaware is now recognized. 

Mr. PAGE. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER pro te mpore, Does the g 
insist on his demand for the regular order ? 

Mr. PAGE. I will yield for this, but then I shall insist upon the 
demand for the regular order 


rentleman from California 





The SPEAKER p ore. The Clerk will read the title of the 
bill. 

The Clerk read as follows 

A bill (H. R. No. 2331) granting pensions to the widow and minor children of 
Michael Meenan, deceast 

The SPEAKER } » tempor This bill is reported irom the Senate 
with amendments. The Clerk will report the amendments 

The Clerk read as follows 

Strike out all afte the word afte ne 12, down to wiuding l 
and insert ‘‘ the passage of this act 30 that, if amended as proposed, the bi \ 
read 

rhat the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed to place upon 

the pension roll, at the rate of $8 per month, the name of Emma Meenan, widow of 
Michael Meenan, deceased, late 1 corporal in Company E, Second Regiment Dela 
ware Volunteers, also the names of Mary Meenan, William Meenan, George Mee 


nan, and Edward Meenan, minor children of the said Michael Meenan, deceased 


at the rate of $2 each per month; the said pensions to be payable to the parties here 
inbefore named, respectively, from and after the passage of this act 


Mr. CONGER. Do I understand that the gentleman from Dela 
ware takes this in lieu of his right under the callof States to present 
a bill for consent ? 

Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware. I do, sir. 

Mr. CONGER. So the gentleman will not have the privilege before 
other gentlemen are called in the regular order 

Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware. Iwill only take my turn in the regu 
lar call hereafter. , 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. rhe question is on agré eing to the 
Senate amendment 

The Senate amendment was concurred in 

Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Several members demanded the regular order 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is no motion pending 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to proceed to the consid 
eration of the river and harbor appropriation bill. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I hope the gentleman from Texas w 
yield To me tor a moment 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I also ask consent to offer a bill. 

Mr. REAGAN, I yield to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Can 
NON ] and also to the gentleman from New York [Mr. VAN Vooruts 
to introduce propositions, if there is no debate. 

The SPEAK ER pro tempore. The Chair cannot allow l iti 
man to take the control of the tloor away from the Chair. The Cha 
has no objection to the gentleman yielding the floor, provided that 
he alternates between the sides of the House 

Mr. REAGAN. Then I withdraw the motion 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Then I ask leave to take up for consideration 
the bill—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair v recognize the gentle- 
man in his regular order. 

JACOB H. EPPLER 

Mr. SAMFORD. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is no regular order pending 
There is no motion before the House. The gentleman from Illinois 
{[Mr. CANNON] asks consent to take up for consideration at this time 
a Senate bill the title of which will be read 

The Clerk read as follows : 

A bill (S. No. 1070) granting a pension to Jacob H. Eppl 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of this bill ? 

There was no objection 
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M MONTON. | =~ as sane ment is that wa d the Cler] 
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f Engineers, a \ ) request I am 1 avVised but 
nds fre e Chief of gvineers 
. M DAVIS, of I O1s i Ss re I ry Ma ( 
( ( y the Secre I of W ) speakel f the ] 
‘ ‘ Cst CS. 
‘ 3 ‘ M ALDRICH, of Illinois ere 18 eneral disposit 
t »¥cut on I rhts « S little Vv ive Of ( hicago I 
city of Michigan City and cities of t 
ppropriatior » build their side harbors 
( ‘ el . this s 1 ce of ( cago bKES ist demand for the 
p } { \ \ é somet 3 gotts up to set it asic ‘J S ( y has beer 
4 l re ements 1p) tine inside l iT vel thers a I 
. s ft o set aside its demands fora mprove 5 
s bee mnted so! I s YD ‘ I r Y 
ER 1 | ‘ 
| gentlemal ‘ The CHAIRMAN. Debate is no rad 
( tec ‘ Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. I have got five minut 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman has not got five 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. He seems to have it, anywa 
‘ ee of t \\ The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Da\ 
Mr. ( { pied five minutes in support of the amendment and the 
LIRMAN e from Tt Mr. REAGAN ] obtained the floor for five 
i I ? S oO to the amendment 
Mr. FROST. I move to strike out the last I \ 





entleman from Illinois, 





it, Is the ’ dress the committee 
I I re Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois I have ! 
s follows s distinguished gentleman is. Gent ] 
rw l s, andI am not able to te o he 
‘ sata thing on the ] » Committer 
ou s : mere ) od 1 statement of that way 8 
ee! troauced I] do not think it sh on t 
it { ommiuttee o1 Commerce t »do; r ly cit 
e West, as the distinguished gentleman from ( 
S remarked, should stand together and have a fair show and 8 
; “0 6 Committee on Commerce cannot be made to do us justice. 


‘ ele Mr. HAZELTON. Get a mandamus on ther. 




















af ALDRICH, of Liiinois I nt to} wi I ‘ 
CHAIRMAN. The gent from Illinois wv procees 
ALDRICH, of Hlinois Phat is what I 1 trying to do, but I 
stantly interrupted. A orable g emen around me 
this amendme $ reas 1 jus 1 I hope this 
e will agree to t i s ma iss i t Ss ire 
Oo has ¢ rresset desire To speak ¢ t Ss 1estlo 
el ) \f Os ‘ tw 
ai ( ) ‘ ma on 
5 SI on of tl time 
I tha ppreciating keenly as I 
Chicago is, the ge emal 
: Village, a sort of appendage 
y much in favor of any prom 
t of the city of Chicago 
of the linois delegation and 
rt ¢ igo that this measure 
city, as was shown to-day by 
from Illinois [Mr. Davis] had 
t will be agreed to as being 
vortance to a city which would to-day be the foremost city 
We f the city of Saint Louis did not stand in its way 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois. I would like now to yield five minutes 
colleague from Ilinois, [Mr. DAvis 
e CHAIRMAN. fhe time of the gentlem: as expired. 
M LeSAGAN. I desire to say— 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I want to state this: I am responsible for 
¢ this report brought before the House; I quoted from it 
Mr. REAGAN. That is apart of what 1 wanted to state. ven 


from Illinois who last spoke [Mr. ALDRICH] seemed to think 


e Committee on Commerce was at fault somewhat in introduc- 
¢ port here which should not have been brought in, and he did 


1 
em to know who Major Lydecker was. I desire to state that 
sreport comes from a major of engineers of the United States Army 


o the Chief of E 





‘nt by him to the Speaker of 


he Speaker transmitted to the 


igineers, and s 


fouse of Representatives, and by t } 
ttee on Commerce, and I would not have acted in good faith 
House if Ihad not asked the House to hear what that engineer 
Mr. FROST. I withdraw my formal amendment. 
e CHAIRMAN. rhe question is on the amendment of the gen- 


from Illinois, [Mr. Davis. ] 
Mr. DAVIS, of IllInois. And I ask that the vote be taken by divis- 
I wish to see who will vote $20,000 for the Little Kanawha and 
for the Cl , 
e question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. DAVIs, of I 






. 1 : xo 
ad upon a division there were—aves ob, noes /0. 
iurtber count being called for, the amendame! Vas DOL agreed 
erk read the follow 
ving Cape ear R \ ( > ( 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I move to amend the parag: 


} } ? air} r Tt oo ww 9 ¥ } iY *, y le 1 
st read by striking ou 10,000” and inserting in lieu tl 





“Jo UUU, Or sO much thereof as may be necessary to preserve and 


4 
ntain existing improvements and continue the present dredgi 
| 


I 
rations.” This amendment is only to carry out the recommenda- 





of the engineers. The town of Wilmington is the largest shipping 
in North Carolina, the most important port in that State. | 
| the remainder of my time to my colleague from that district, 


Ir. RUSSELL. ] 


Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. It will be observed that this 


ment does not necessariiyv increase this appropriation one do 


+ +} +? , + + 
is in the interest of economy. It is to preserve and protecta 
ready completed, or approaching completion, on which has 


expended by the Government more than one million dollars. 




















s work has cost the Government of the United States eleven hun 
nd thirty odd thousand dollars. The engineer in charge of the 
his report asks simply that a sufficient amount s 6 ap- 
ated by this Congress to preserve the work already di ind to 
the work upon which this vast sum of mone ! en @X- 
The work itself has 1 liberally dealt with by the coun- 
owing largely to the fact t we have been fortunate enough to 
ne of our Senators as chairman of the Committee on Commerce 
ther end of this Capitol. [Laughter.] To him this liberality 
» be largely attributed. 
lere is the language of the engines » which I invite the atten- 
members of this House: 

3 asked for the ensuing year bevond 1 tis ree ed f the operation 
redge and the contingencies which ma uvS work of such 
le as this, where the hurtful effect ot nt gales may be expected toa 

less extent every yeal 
; (nat is, he asks for $25,000 in case that amou s needed. That 
5 »engineerasks. He says that is necessary to preserve : rk 
vhich you have already expended this vas Int of money 
ellieve that the distinguished gentle LIT i i self, | Mr. 
\GAN, ] whose patri otives and purposes and services are in 
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oO ‘ 1 to gnest c f i would € oO} 
posed to this e! ‘ but tor the fact t e and those who 
engineering t s | regard l iendments as dangerous to the s 
cess of their measur | mendment itself is torious ~ 
this wor! S | e carried aw Ly by S¢ it during the 
veal It would be the grossest extravagance, I subn f wae ah, 
refuse to adopt this amendment under tl 

1 
| Here the ha ris | 

rhe question being taken on the amendment, it was not agreed to: 
there being ayes », noes not counted. 

‘he Clerk read as follows 

1 . S ‘ ok Ba N tiver and Bar, N ( 
£30,001 
5 


Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I move to amend the paragraph j 

read by striking out $30,000 and inserting $15,000. I will state m 

reason for offering the amendment. I find in the report of the e1 

nee! 

Mr. O'NEILL. Never mind giving us the reason ; let us vote. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of lowa. Mr. Chairman, there are more “ injudi- 

mm” han are represented inthis book. On page 

s2s of the report I find that the estimate of the engineers for this im- 

provement is $20,000. Now, I understood from the chairman of the 

Committee on Commerce that the estimates of the engineers had been 

reduced one quarter or thereabout. 

Mr. KENNA. Will the gentleman allow me to correct his state 
) 


nt 


cious friends” of this bill t 


men 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. Icannot yield. Ihave made no state- 
nent except the statement here in the report of the engineer. 

Mr. KENNA. There is another report, which the gentleman has 
not at his command, I presume, or he would not make the statement 
that he does. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. The estimate here is $20,000. Now 1 
propose to cut it down in about the proportion indicated by the 
chairman of the Committeeon Commerce; that is to make the amount 
S15,000. 





1 


Mr. YEATES. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Iowa is entirely 
mistaken about the estimate. This item embraces four different 
places; let me read it: 


Improving ¢ rit Sound, Coanjok Ba ‘orth Riverand Bar, North Carolina, 


£30 00K 
And the estimate is $70,000. 
Mr. KENNA. That is right. 
Mr. YEATES. Now let me tell the gentleman that from 1860 to 
L880, 91,131 steamers, schooners, and other craft went through that 


river, as will appear by the following statement 


Li i 
Lt) a l t 
Ln63 l ? 125 i 
i264 { 174 ’ 


1266 ) | 

18 j 7 ol } 

13 ' 

l ! 

1x69 | 

1870 1,4 1 | ) i 
1271 ’ } : : 
1872.. I 2 } 

187 ) 152 








Meveicates 159 4:3 
Seis écawe { ' i 7 
' - 62 ' 
2 - 1 i 57 
During tl ‘ ‘ Sept r, 1880, there passed t l I 
river 77,563 bales ( ms 22 > bushels of ¢ 3,178,803 fee 
of lumbet ) 646,514 shingles ; 348,100 stav sides various othe 
products in large amounts. There is a larger trade thet lan upon 
any other of the waters of North Carolina, except at Wilmington. 


i 
Che amendment of Mr. UPDERGRAF?, of Iowa, was not agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Improving Great Pedee River, South Caroli 
Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. I move to amend by 
serting after the words “South Carolina” the words “ between Litt 


slutf and Cheraw. The last river and harbor bill passed by this 
House appropriated for this river = 00, which has been expended o1 


spended in another part of the river. The amendment I 


S heir r 
being ¢ 


that the amount now appropriated sha | be ex 
hona 


‘ } 
+ ¥ cr : : t 7 
poi S DAaAmmeU, here 1S Most CeoUued, I Ait 


be adopte ad. 





Seger ete 
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: 
; REAGAN i ) i nt touIS DUito tbe Wl ea yl | ithel al @ 
: ,y , , - 
: end s agreed t shoulder by passing it. If you will make a caleulati. 
: Clerk read as follows upon a correct basis and this appropriation is a fair cr 
| W ac I w b t passage of this bill puts the l ed States : 
( ina becoming responsible for $1,51 00 ) d your appropr 
7 ] I ye” I i tea! ] an j 
UPDEGRAFY, of 1 rth a peg. [Cries of “Vote lf you are not satisii 
| . y fy ‘ r 4 ' »On and Make your ow vures ihe es f 
istify every word I Ly tl itt 
o Here hat r fe } 
‘ Mr. REAGAN I r I 3 
: i ¥ 4 
‘ oft :; ; I read from the oflicial repo 
] | ’ 4 ‘ 0 Lhe pr ct for the ln] t I 1s 
( j W t be la Dn ( fe ' lf 
‘ i : f ( » ¢ , G 
] es . < i wed Sv 
Ny e i eur 6 vid 1 3 » I 0 l iter 1 i { 
‘ \\ 1 H{ 1 + + ( ' 1 - 
( 1 ( v1 l ses ( mbus 1a sobie f ) the ] i 4 
‘ 3% rt ) i t ) to im irge rive ‘ t irge rivers 
he nd Alaban Georgia dow: ‘ 
1 PISSELI \ Car \ M ( } t fr¢ ( mus dow 3 } ita oO 
{ n J Mr. UPDEGRAF! 31 ig t S - ) being estimated d $2 recomu led b 
t M [UMPHREY Ano snag! 
Mi I PDI GRAI r, « ] 1 ihe ULit Ss 1 ‘ j menadme sé t 
fr. RUSSELL, of Nor ( ina He has 1 yall L ge Mr. UPDEGRAFI ri lo I é ) strike 
He has demo r 1 to this House what m cht have been Now, Mr. (¢ : ‘ here I « 
« ‘ Lor \ i I ect »T rentiema it | aoe I t t ( t I ) I could i ctiv v 1 t 
. ; r . ‘ 
Vi: y l | Laughter He says sisa from ‘Texas said ) I he S ¢ eagues s ] 
rea | bstrei a it tiiteen or twet I es I na repo nd 11 if mie 7{ 2 d 1707 T 
ti nd running into It is three hundred or fou ! t report. then I do no ) ‘ 3. It is 
sfro Vy mountain eve i respectable hill. Laugl er Chat ) h Riv ipove UO l S, Weorgia 
Ls r ( « Y orn ST « ITS lé rth ) iT he { ‘ t N iN s { T nar I 3 I 
Kast Tribune 
\ MEMBER i © Te Mr. RUSSELL, of Massac 5 Wi 0} gy 
Kl SSI LI ( N Caro A iwent ree rt A t Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, f Joy i Ss ii l 
cm he appropriation 1 bil 4 I 1) eve,o vy Sv, ! | designates any part of t I I ippropriated {< 
rs . : : 5 3 _* bt I 
ought to be $15,000 or $20,0! upon every princip by wl 1 this Mr. RUSSELL, of Massachuse It savs continuil 
H should be governed in measures of this sort ihis 1s an inter Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iow ovement of the ( 
ite stream, be ng in the States of North Carolin: 1 and South Caro 1, S20, J Those are t] on vyords 
i It connects Waccemaw Lake, one of the most beaut und f my remarks, I send to the Clerk’s des g 
ful lakes of this country, with t sea This 1 é vi 1a small ‘r by a gentleman to his constituents, whit 
expenditure of money at the hands of this Government, can be made » New York Tribune of the date designated 
capable of tloating the commerce of natior Yet the gentlem vets Mr. REAGAN. I hope that v not be done 
» here and talks about “snags” and “ overhan gy trees Why The CHAIRMAN rhe gentleman has a right to p 
did ever occur to rentleman that the best rivers in this co s speech which 1s parliame i respect 
. : . * ‘ i : 
LN nags in them Did it ever o to him tha © Mississip] Several MEMBERS. Print 
River has snags in it Did it ever oct » him tl the Missour Mr. UPDEGRAFIF, of Iowa. } I i rea 
d all the great rivers of the ntry ha *overnang ry tl 5 d T} Clerk read as follow 
snags,” which must b yved to fa ite navig : 
Here the hammer fe 
; i \ TIONS 
ihe ques i f i é ) ] , ‘ 
, iy g 3 ow Se ito Tos 
I | Ww snot agreed 
: ’ \ ) ) ) of foret wa 
Che Clerk read a 
‘ ‘ 4 ‘ (; 
! Cl ul » I \\ Ok 1 ( é ) 
Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of I I move to amend b riking t this every ‘ areas . 
aragrap! am not responsible for what these engineers s eee = ‘ Prsindaspanc eps Wp ne 5 
par Pay I ’ LOI ‘ . “t 2. : , I } 1 tp We pay r part of the! ne I 
have Lvs regarded tl idicious friends My frie in ' 1 to: vart ¥ \ 
quarrel with them as much as they please, but I stand by t r re need improvement lo their er il 
ports for the prese it 5 have long had t itag he 
; hr 1- rnes } o ‘ t] 
Nx with regard ft The ¢ atta ) é in pag I i 
p 1 mn pia 
; +} : ' ’ ] 
01 I judicious iri slrea c I rd « ‘ s 
tant « ! ( ana res i in proper t , 
] tist ‘ ) t 3 4 il ke a fair d yution We ou t 
erv impr wnd es] to ce the 
t ( } 3 will g t 
' ; T = 
I ith \ 1d a I f i | 3 sha ‘ 5 ’ } 3 that thev d 
um ites the ilred l vo $f 3 what 8 
four n ks and dams That Applaus 
four 1 eS ised | locks and dams three hundred and six Mr. REAGAD r. Cha observe 5 
two fee l B ection of I cannot take et © | fas d the gentleman has caused to be read a lett 
} +} vm) x ? , . 5+ > +} + yr , . ‘ 1 s , r 1 
to go throu Be WhOl6 ol Further on it states that a sing 1@ | 10.1881, from the New York Tribur 
of the forty-t lo rettin of order wi rend Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. That was evidently an e1 
ment useless for the time being Further on i ivS reading It should be 1880 I withdraw the pro forma ame! 
The smallest force « ter 3 that ld be expected to « t Mr. STONE I offer an amendment to come in after line 447 
‘ , inor ' , } ‘ . . ¢21aa . ‘ ‘ ee ore . . 
attend to minor repairs v ch a day ‘ The clerk read as follows 
two places where locks would be required would cost $163 per di¢ 
un, which capital t4] t ! esent a r t t ' t tue end of line 447 inser . 
of $153,000 I improving outh of Grand I Michigan, fron 
. ' tar 3, $25,006 
Further on he say ; ’ 
lhe general direction of 1 ris neat ti angles tot ne * Mr. STONE. Mr. Chair: I desire to state that I 
merce naturally seeks from the great Mississippi basir A I posed the passage of this I am in favor of the bill an 
is not lil } efore » fort liz ir through or tN 4 ‘ } . ++ os . ama " 
is not likely, therefore, to form a link in any through . rou for it as reported from the courmittes I make this am 
It is always to be remembered,” in another place it says hat no | good faith and with the hope that it will be adopted by the 
advantage whatever will be derived from the money expended until | tee. In the last river and harbor appropriation bill author 


th of the river is m lavigable to induce private | given 
mboats and ens 


oi in « 
ited to « omple te the improvement is >i, 
ds, for I am no small man, I do not care for a 
Drop the thousands, and we have $3,000,000 in 


igineer says your appropriation is of no tr 


a sufficient ler to the Secretary of War to have a survey of Gral 
made. This survev has been made at an expense of about thre 
sand dollars, and a favorable report from the engineer in charg 
recommending that an appropriation be made, has just been sent 
the Secretary of War. It came too late for the use of the committ 
It is not necessary for me to say that Grand Rive: is the largest! 
Grand Rapids, the point at which we 





parties to build ste 
The amount estim 

But drop the thousar 

tew thousands 


The E 


mmerce, 


] my) 








numbers. 








until the United States has appropriated for it $3,000,0 is bill | in the State of Michigan. 
ippropriates $10,000,000 as a whole. There is for this river Chatta- | sire to improve the river, is forty miles from the mouth of the rv 
hoochee the sum of $20,000 Now, as $20,000 is to $3,000,000, } and the 1 hon 2 sb 


second city in size and importance in the State. (4 
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’ } 2 real ) oy , af wt > w I i 
\ I Tie { e I r I ropors oO 
his cou iS ¢ e1 s 1d. 1T8 ority origina 
: t} ocrat s be Ss l g, side of tl 
el é is undae 1 t AL Pri i 1 4 S al 
g vy in it. that I « 8 att i V 
ss To ft s 1 ’ { T 
hi | naers 1a Ti i . eg r bta ‘ 
iCkw 1 The LDISLOL ( i \ i Spe ierth 
+ ; } 
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rhe gentleman from M f e rea 
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ntoa very ‘ ‘ 
There bas not beer < a } ne 
yy ( ‘ t atiorms 
1 i tT t qt ’ ! SIT ) 
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eS® ‘ Vote VO ao 
\ See 5 to make m- 
Re mie ne nter 
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nto the history =. s Oo ( l re Oo? t} tT 
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© commence hd Cart or c r svs é é é 
} + ‘ art £ +) + ry + } | 
hat Was part of the platio accepted by i nanan al That Was 
at h. — 1 ¢ t. 1 } 
paatiorm that my triend from Maryland made speeches for and 
or nw ? on Sinn + +) é 
voted for and stood un for, a he time it was acd t 1 ratified b 
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¢ } y rr > asl . 

e ve Of his party. Now. in order that I mav throv le g 
dow? ch his heart, in order that I may make h on this 
occasiol n order that I may call his attention to th @ thie 

y 1+ } x rn 
! v hhevilt here is int s Government cf g d 
T ttant ‘) YT hus 
ot treed i vite his attenthk »our piatiorm e date 
’ ' a4 Y 7 ‘ 
enis orm Li of course mei ey orm the ren 
‘ ' 
Here t ry } 
‘ | 4 + sk ‘ 
rAGI!I A ove TO SUTIBRE OUL Lit is wo é 
































sit ex , 

Mr. HAZELTON s 1 un plat | 

‘ S » Mo Laughter.] It lificent; a 
\\ ive ‘ ( Irom } great al werabl He ] 
Cla \ i av of the doctrine and among t! 

iIw t senor i ( the heart of the ¢ 
) ut ry take down to the grave i 
h i i ) Congress I lmmpre er < 
t . er] 
A Mi 
HAZI ON he ‘ i i “ I | 
i ‘ ‘ e¢ ( tut 1 and just 
(eo 
( l en Mary 
i i J i baci I I i ‘ est { 
‘ ! - } bul Lro! 3 | { ‘ 
) en i it pr ] I 
} ’ 
‘ ‘ i ‘ i 

7, ; 

trea 

N , . } l. 
}? ‘ ) ! t 4 

t I l l ivbuty t Not ! I ‘ 
’ ‘ ( ‘ ‘ ( I « T t i 
t ( { ul l will t irk on this bill as any 
‘ 3H 36 T} ' 7 of is rh ‘ ‘ LSi01 
3 ) throug { ; irm of the 
And v man sa I have ob 
STI ted Tl } amore t ist i t q rri<é bad nis 

| I have only exercised the rig il fait) call the atte 
the t ) e reports « jr 4 ad ol 

] ! sur o the statements mad the nindic ports 
T + _ ie t do } a { P . 

aid ive S t ot to do 
\ 3 7 ~ ne} me! la ta { \ per! ps i 
et [ ar ot able—t ppeal to the friends of is measul 
mm the g nd tl] l voted for the suspension of th s and ther 
tore you ¢ pport me; I belong to the ring ; gentlemen, d 

( v mé¢ nnot say that. I did not so vot I offer this 
amendmet its own mer! und all I wa Ly in support of it 
s simply t ¢ extract fre { | ne report Chis 
ré + I eT (6 y i 

‘ I is to ren ® snag 
) ‘ ca ( é hrough a distance of sevent 
mi ‘ u little ab ul ( ‘ 
A littl é tage! In other words to giv ( 
f : ers hw Phat is what it mea 
i n we thereft be $1 

That is t appropri r Flint River means. That is 
what tl » ol s. Itmeansan appropriatio: 
ft S190,00 nd added to that the injuries which the water, weather, 
and time make to the work as it is progressing. 

Mr. KELLEY. Lrise, as the gentleman said, not to consume the 
time of the committee, but to ask him a question I want to know 
Dow rou t or ‘ ul vants for his district oO as to determine 

het er 10 1 not | Lt matter of economy oO it to him at 
once. [Lanughte 

Mr. UPDEGRAFPF, of Iowa. I am glad that one of the friends of 
this | has placed on its proper basis, that it is supported only by 
those who have had a “slice of the pork.” Laughter. } 

000 f » harbor have made y« 
canne t would 





I have nm a J 
3 of this n that 
1s 3] ; 
A he lest as tak iT the mot GRAFF, of 
Io os Ke out the ¢ i é as ot agree to 
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ered, and that Florida, which has been so much overlooked | w ente t t for ) ‘ ( 
rs the river and harb« uppropriatio ills, may yw | engineers sa cost 1 yusal . 
‘ ng. Itrust that the wor this historic stream, he quest rta A ) A 
ice chee, Wi not be neg MI el t WW $ re it 
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ment S not agreed ft i Uierk ) 
( I ead as follows I ro I . 
Noxubee Riv } 3 : vey 
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‘ N | 
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tt ; I 
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t} { Al ‘ I } t ‘ awe 
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I yvest T the Libit re Of fT , 
es 4239 and 400 8 1 tha : 
I porte is) 
er Tf SV 
I ay oO objec t 
1s avreed 
is 1o s . 
Im} ing Tombigh ) ( ] ! to ; ; ; 
Mr. CHALMERS. I desire 1 a ond tea 
t read. ‘nd . : 
[he Clerk read as follows ' ; 
I mproving t irb tG ( } | va 
wor or contractors Ww é : 
necessary to restors it harbor fo 
Mr. CHALMERS. I ha Ir. ( ; 
r watched t iate ot nv a ents } 1 t tha 
ed to this t t ‘ te Fy 
en of tue committe eCAUS ‘ ‘ , ' 
l] The Engineer's no sho 01 
ed according to 1 orig i . ‘ CO 
sum he citiz that p ( ress t i y 
i? ness todo it tor Sv ‘) ‘ | ec Nrotes ¢ y ra ‘ 1 
t wil cost severa | idred t usa i S \ 1 
vy be allowed the S cretarv of War to make contract wit al ‘ ’ y 
persons who will give good security that that improvement shal ae que ( r take tl \ ) 
i made in the harbor and completed at as not exceeding $20.00 A0Wa, 16 Was hot agree 
It will be a good experiment, sir, v of fact, as has bee 5 , 
iown by many gentlemen who oppose re to-day iat these > ° 
appropriations going o ear atte year, ar sands u} Iow ] € 0 t 
Sands Of money is wasted, o it le ist ) Sl) es t i ] low yt larke S 
the process of improve adopted and rrie ) dt . Nass it 
éngineer system. I hope ymmittee v thea ' ] sk the gent I to 
to be adopted, and test the question whether improvement of , 
on the Mississippi River can be made for $20 bv tl to the g 
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I] Red R t ‘ id ess sometl by 5 Gone ad « , 
River wv ) ver empty >the Mississippi ] : 
aow the Atchata aya and be lost Miss 5 | y 
failed to solve this difficult p One set of « ons 
‘ I ( I not r | i 
/ ‘ The obiect ‘ 
iY ( ( id I ‘ é ec : 
] ( es to ) ise at ough ey of the Red ] 
I ] Lao} ali Dp ) ( ( 1 
that [ trust the to tl 
i ( i Lhe of M i ‘ té 
e ‘ LOLLO = 
a 
Mr. CLEMEN ‘ ( ‘ 
«A 
of ] M . 
( t vera 
l ( ( a c 3 pre 3 4 r ) 
é 108 ( L oe len ( t 
t by | ( e ott ! 
a ; St ‘ tl t i 
( ‘ CO erce of t ‘ t ill be gre y d 
I i river that ¢« s from nt f NorthaA ' 
; G at Mobile. This river bears upon it to « hief Gulfcity t 
wricultural } tsotamelhy ey exten ilo sv F 
It penetrates the great neral re sof Alaban I 
‘ ilmost centrally from the northea toward the southwes 
, ‘ the mos roductive wt of the i al measures 
: ¢ a DAS ak oreatiyv ¢€ eeds extent those of b t 
‘ ( ‘ Alaban amely, the Cahawba ( ne, as 
‘ in area of more than 3,260 square miles. ‘T width of this 
c ithe | e south e@ € eeds sixty-five $ d e strata ¢ 
t t fshehas | grit, sandstones, conglomerates, fire-clays, blackband 
I to this House ind shales composing it are synclinal from the northeast 
é st toward the rrior River. As these strata approa : 
eM lt M , | clinal axis they become quite hori ontal, affording exposut 
minous coals frequently from ten to twenty feet wide 
| 1 form 1 | the creeks tributary to the Warrior River, and often in thx 
' ount! ( © entirely a s them, so that, at low stages of 
t < é ) ‘ rere ¢ t es ot ¢ have bee tak out and sent »! 
© t ( ( ‘ Tr l S O1 tl the past f Vv years, d since the comp 
t vt ‘ the S 1 and North Alabama Railroad, which deve 
1 ‘ ers « eastern part of this coal-field, that an approximation co 
ber of ¢ iv s to the amount of coal contained in it, its quantities as 
3. the I the best modes for mining it concluded on. By means of 
’ dt ‘ to | made for the t of this railroad and those natural ones 
Ors ; ‘ 1 dation made by the creeks tributary to the Warrior R 
r to vote the river’s own bed, as also by borings and diggings, thi 
! ! ‘ rese evealed thirteen seams of bituminous coal in it 
‘ ky ; ‘ U lowest of these yet discovered there is 
Vhile I believ« th Sev | feet of coal measures wholly unexplor 
expended ( f | wher no doubt add several more to thes« 
I ; t The ckness of the thirteen here given is thirty 
I sh; op} the but severally they are of various dimensions, from a few in 
‘ lm Mr. THoM of pward of seven feet Among the entire number exposed one 
measures six feet and upward, three four feet and upward, one f 
alffeet, and two three feet and upward in thickness, Thes 
tracts taken from a letter of Professor Gesner, to show the vast « 
‘ of the Warrior coal basin. The statement as above made shows 
: : = extent of coal on the extreme eastern line of this vast coal-field 
: loes not compare with the main portion of this basin, throug ’ 
center of which the Warrior River flows, and to which tl 
7 : cea nclinal from both sides. 
Mor f ] : 881 aad With these improvements of the Warrior River, making 
ble to tugs and barges throughout the year, coal can be transp 
. t ulf { ts to seve y-live cents per ton It 
i é ! at a cost of from $1.75 to $2 per t 
Ir. R . am informed, in some instances for W 
rior ¢ delivered on railroad cars, and as the coal must asce 
on ¢ ( oes | the railroads while it would descend to the river, the cost in 1 
! . do ! erely | ter case would not exceed and m equal that in the f 
‘ rineers rhe coal by river, then, could be at the Gulf for th« 
ved Rive the steam marine, or for export, at a cost of $2.50 to $3 per to! 
gress made erai appropriation for the Present quotations at the leading Atlantic and Gulf ports, are 48 
ent of that grea \ t St d commercial ows: New York, $6.50 to $7.50; Baltimore, $4.65 to $5.50; Mol 
It is now about to lestre having a $10 to $12: Havana, $9 to $10, (in gold:) New Orleans, $7 to 33; a 
the Atchafalay veston, $13 to $15. 
( inction of the Red River with the Missis From an inspection of these rates, it is evident that the Wal 


ovement of the Warrior R 


falaya makes out of the Red River and tlowsin | coal-field, made accessible by the im} 








ind empties into Atchafalaya Bay, one hu would be drawn on to supply the entire Gulf consumption, inciuains 
New Orleans. Twenty years ago Atcl ifalaya | the wants of the Navy Department. ma 
stream, not as wide as this Hall, and not | time power the value to the Govern 
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y supplied at all times without Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I call the gentleman to order 4 
tion can be readily understood. | not speaking to any amendmen 
navigable from the junction of Mr. SINGLE ‘TON, of Illinois. Hear: y dear frien Laug 
o Mobile, it would open 1 f | ter.] I mean no disrespect at all. : 
has been done by all Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. Very well; I cantake care of mvself 
3 now in operation or under construction in this Stat Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I insist upon being heard thi 
rate the ve rs center of her largest and most economic: I mean no disrespect at all to the gentleman from lowa; but |] sist 
d coal-measures. that he wv iccomplish everything he proposes to accomplish , 
ti ape y my nsider the ( ert ‘ el erests in fraining fro. fort} consu on of the t of the 
the prope sedi work of improveme1 » SE 1 er the this discuss:o 
ts to be derived from it would be nmensurate th its cost. Mr. I PDEGRAF! of Iowa. I again make the point of o1 M 
Warrior River flows through or between the ties of | ¢ are in, that the gentleman is not speaking to any amen 
-er, Fayette, Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, Hale, and Greene, oh had } Che ‘HAIRMAN, The rentleman from Iowa makes t | 
70 an aggregate population of al ety thousand, and yielded | ord that the gentleman from Illinois addressing | 
f 40,000 bales of cotton. Iam informed that the shipments | any proposition pending before the commit . 
this river have averaged 30,000 bales of cotton annually, but | Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois Che gentleman from Iowa is 
nda »of caution and fi illustration I w sav 2 ) bales | be the judge of the course of discussion t ‘gentleman from ] 
annually going down the river and that 10,000 bales are | nois” should adoy 
ted by railroad. Taking $50 per bale as an averrge price, The CHAIRMAN. The man from lowa of course makes 
of the Warrior cotton crop amounts to $1 sO L have oint of order for the decis of the Chai 
ns hand to ascertain the value of shipments made up the Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, neither the Cha 
t it reasonal ulculate that they v equa ilu or the gentleman from lowa—I mean what I say—neither the ger 
e cotton 1 to marke 1 the an ire low ( the ( i a } yords to ! mout! I 
oduces ver} 1 tto ( I ). o | CHAIRMAN, 1 @ ¢ I is a it to contine the ge 
vis s, corn, general merchane a ‘ ue of | tlema t 1 t lles, whi re res t a membe! iking the 
lt ( trade, going | t wa ’ ( ! en be | floors xe it » the tion pending belore the ) 
S a $3,000,000, The freig rges ¢ rg mittec 
ss i ( on trans e¢ ‘ > ( ) 1 ra M SINGLETON rf | ( l admit that i ( 
< ner bal As this river ! { isually durh the first | gentleman from Iowa or the Cha ist furnish me with my ords 
ee no f the cott i ind ( beg » move to |if Lamt ( ed to t r stru Oo { the rules. L 
the latter part of August, it follows that the planter is con ter. Persons d very ich in their modes of expression 
: ed t bmit to the enormous charges of the railroad or withhold The CHAIRMAN Why, the gentleman himself stated distinct 
{ from market, and as a general he e under such | that it was pose to speak to the amendment before tl 
necessities as compel them to place a portion of their crops | committe 
rket at an early date. It will be seen that one-third of the | Mr. ON, of Ilin B sucl 
»voes by rail. The charges on return freight or up freight will | was not purp did not deprive me tel 
r it four dollars and fifty sor five dollars perton, and| The ( HAIR MAN. Ther the ge di 
ive is estimated at about six thousand or eight thousand tons. | himself to the amendment pending befot 
e transportation or freight expense of the Warrior River trade | Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Mr. Ch: tle 
taken as follows |} man from Iowa that I sympathize, I h of his 
ee . 000 | Object »T s bill but I am tl } { ak 
000 | the bh as ] fee ther ul 
i - = 000 | whicl ight be t tee t liberty to urge tl 
ar } ¢ mn ol shot i to toose whose oprect 
the passage ¢ b l cannot dot lLhavead 
me , , “1 , hy c os ment | St te, I have ( tl terested in the passage of 
4 pro : vs uO TOF (USS AUC HATEES | will not be u for any such purpose as to defeat it 
1s _ _ ee BATES FO May Conte [ ask the tleman from Iowa to take the cours 
er bal Theo eI t Ss ving id n \ per cent. 1 . prou ° | words as uttered here fall unheeded. He will save t 
( us With tugs and barges the present trade of the W | plish his object by adopting my suggestion Let us save our time 
— cone atan expel ae | and the gentl in from Iowa his strengt] 
eS OF ¢ ttor vo cents . . . piu, UU | Here the hammer fell. 
ns return freight, at § °| Mr. HENDERSON. I wish to say ord in regard to the amend 
Total | ment proposed by the gentleman from Iowa That gentleman has 
Showit wis fram nrent ald “ ialien into t great I vy errors i} S opposition to some ot the pro- 
; By: + _ | visions of this 1 for want of the full information which he says he 
1© AMendUMe LEMENTS \ g ) 4 4 ‘ a a 1.4 . _ 
fhe Clerk read as follow | Bas tried to tain, but was unable to obtain. Now, in this particu 
: . | lar case there was a subsequent report made by the Chief of Engineers 
eee ree ee Back B | to the Committee on Commerce, representing the importance of this 
Mr PDI GI work, and that Lhe sul f s200,000 could be expended profitably il 
+ 


its proset ubtio 





ree lt aright 17 Now, sir, I venture the assertion from the representations made be- 

fl not « in thi tement I wil y gladly » corrected. | fore the Committee on Commerce, that there is not any work befor 

I am corres yuld li have th Dari 1of the C 1ittee | that committee on the Gulf of Mexico and on our Southern coast of 

Vommerce p- | greater importance than that one work. I had supposed the remar! 
ropriation for this improvement. With the consent of the commit- | of thechairmanof the Committee on Commerce the other day had mad 
ee I will modify my amendment so as to move to strike out $150,000 | that sutticiently clear. But there is a subsequent report recommend 
ud iasert $100,000. | ing the sum of $200,000 to be appropri ited for the purpose of 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has the right to modify his | cuting this most important a ee eee 


ai | While Iam upon the floor, Mi . Chairman, I want tosay a litt! 
. UPDEC GRAF] ey , OI low a. One word nore vetore I Sli down. My friend h is made a creat a —. ot sport here in regard tot ( } 
hae ill ion dollars is twenty cents per head for every inhabitant of | tank River. He seems coashead a name of some peculiarity and then 
he United States. For the State of Iowa, with about one million | to take it for granted there is something dreadful in regard to that 


seven hundred thousand inhabitants, it is $34 Three hundred | particular work. He ought to have learned long ago there is nothing 





{forty thousand dollars of the money of the people of the State | in names. The Choptank is a river of mater depth than the Mis 
lowa goes into this bill. Seven hundred and fifty thousand dol- | sissippi, at least i theupper portion of it in very many places. While 
tsof these appropriations go into the State of Texas. I think I | it has not the same width, yet it has a regular line of steamers rm 
ve a right to insist upon this amendment. | ning from Baltimore to Denton on that river doing a considerable 


SINGLETON, of Illinois. I move to 


end the amendment | amount of business. And then Grand Ha Harbor, which he speaks 
ieee the last word. Mr. ¢ 





hi not propose to dis- | of, with a few thousand dollars can be m: let » havea navigable char 
iss the merits of the amendment of t he ger tle man from Iowa. I give | nel of one hundred and fifty feet in width, and eight feet in deptl 


m great credit for his perseverance and for the great knowledge he | which is some feet more than the Mississippi River on Rock Island 
sw exhibited as to the subjects embraced in this bill. I know he | Rapids and some feet more than in some other portions of the river. 
1} ; 


eans well. But I say to my friend from Iowa—I call him “my| If my friend had been a little better informed in regard to many 
t 








riend” because he is my neighbor, and I have a right to assume that | of these measures he would have saved himself and, I think, the 
y neighbors are my triends—I say to him that he is wasting the |} committee the trouble which he has given in regard to t matter. 
me of this House without benefiting himself, his constituents, or| I can say the same with regard to several othe lunprovements 
iscountry. I therefore suggest to him and to the House that he be | which he has mi ul e a great deal of sport about and talked about “in 
ermitt ed, by unanimous consent, to review this whole bill by print- | judicious fr ‘and modified mill-dams, where the work is shown, 
; ll his objections to every clause in it. ; | from reports oi Pao engineers, to be of importance not only to the 
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or t prove it of ve 
ied p Pp per ner, appr 
f r the 3 rove nt of the Mississ 
$3 great arteries unites : 
i i pow iui a id ar 7 P 
rtheM 3 Rive 1 oe dee 
; 
d LY ag ‘ 
i) T ~~ heft, ‘ i \\ 
( ! reconntr vl ( y 
I rise t of ord 
( \ ly¢ 
7 ‘) , 
‘ 
\ i} T t 
ws Sacer Fas 
‘ " ers . 
i ) i 
Ts + 
I ( 
I 1 
ed crat { 
\W ‘ t l 
( re 1) t TOA ) 
\ 1? prve ay} opriat ) 
YEN M ( all a I ha ! 
tterar soft rentleman fi I 
va cate the ame ne oitere 
iS tha Si] tot ( ‘ + ‘ + 
»a myptlis 
und the present posit of tl 
wnnoul to the committee 
t to the p wre of this bill cease 
© J st Mr R BI »N ] i 
an fr lowa, I have arisen t 
l ) Say « rd of just to 
Commer Ll dently call f 
hat I ar bout to say The chairn f 
introd this bill made a state 
es at t] ) tt mn Oo; th ~ whole bus 
ttom of this hostility to this b ! 
ot To I h to Dy priate Tt » the \ 
eve stoolittle. But l \ t 
> ppropriated in this very year andt 
1 my conviction that it is too late fort 
*s to take care of its rivers and harbor 
I do not use that term in an offensiv 
ble men who have lived in our count! 
politic I ref » Mr. Winthrop, of | 
ve serious argument that log-rol y 
a l hart b s, but was al rel 
it may have been true. I will cone 
) itity ot « l t 
re! ndred tho a l it 
? eni \ T l eT 
i vielded three minutes 
I wis t pass t b to-night 
l : i,that ourcount 3 
resources, devel land undeveloped 
three hundred , to come here and pass 
derlie th 3 that I ild vot 
m ot si to be put toe db A 
spoons b!} coun ss ) vy hose m1siness { 
. was great harbor o 1 little or that 
to rove t Iw yuld not 1 a si 
great tide should wash away. I wo 
<t freshet from washing Washingt 
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to save the hundreds of thousandsof dollars of | Mr. MORRISON a : | 
he 1 iria, and to serve t ) i the | graph just read tl I ( 
3 great « t i : i The Cle das 1 ; 
er | 
ro vher i I is ual ‘ ) it | I } 
lest prove nd | i ve \nd I] 
now that the gentle { lowa [ Mr. Upp1 \ 
the door for su sures at some future | |} Mr. REAGA? 
( Lid I ) ) i 
} ma ‘ ro , 7 ( 
] i i ile ( 3 \ 
| 
I i ‘ | Mr rl MA i rd 
rep I's « I { ] if { A ‘ 
railroads spend ™4 ! \ ad | | ( \ \ 
CHAIRMAN l 3 
New Jers Mr. R The ( r Ww ta ) 
man il iN s Wa ected NI THOMAS wit 4 
andment to et 4 ‘ | 1 yy ‘ eve , o ‘ I iY 
Chau ould re ! t i i | t I t i ft 
‘ ? BEESON Iw ‘ ‘ Cha | I l ( ‘ 1 \\ ee + l ) i t 
2 al] estio } report ( Co ( \\ 
Mr. SINGLETON, of I ! ; L «le re to } e wo! Wit it revarad to 
CHAIRMAN. Deb ‘ this dment exhaust Agi 
r. ROBESON. I wish re t te is tak to inser the first port ent prop to take oft 
s of Vote!” “ Vote! W h is lye t as » ‘ ; paragraph for th 
CHAIRMAN. ! right to mod | the Mississippi River the sum of $50,000 to prevent the M 
ht el ‘ { u! 4 to tT Kaska \ 1 \ 
O'NEILL, 1 say Cong te, and Congress | the Missis , 
id or mea yD 4 pow f the Secretary of | 2a ten 1 I 
3 Cc rress 1S ( ) of le it It t cha tted to ‘ 
) ( hk } »f S i 1 ) Cel Vol l ) 
. ld be fou ' t ead and tl uth of 1 \ ssipp 
( I 11 { R Ve I asl ist ) ) ) ) 108e 
) i tion at lls time, ma ) ) ) in t t 
M AMFORD ] ( I »t desk, | Gover! e! ( LVe t exp ) ] ve 
Clerk read ol iS s of : 
1 jt i be 
‘ ‘ | I ot re ’ ( i i 
é I ) m,a | for tinu l I M Dp 
Al p IR \ here ¢ i I : i t () ) th 
Mr. WILSON. That voted down three im | M ssissippi Rive ( ( [ 
question |} M M SA ) anit , 1b Was | gered. : ‘ Call l al ¢ a ) 
sreed te | of its property vO lat ‘ the toot « lL) I ( 
Mr. KEIFER Iw s 3 posit to the cor mit- | 1 e river | t ‘ 3 t exact 
I do not t 1 can ‘ sonap NWection to 1t: nm the dad ( t ) I . ) ) 
by unanimous conse t furthe ( y ot the bill bed | th ty inches of wa ats al » breal 
ed wit! ith the unders ading lat a g tieman desiring to up thei ) t ‘ ‘ 
h amename i ( iS 1 I ft ) remain- the ot ‘ 
y unread no sk t ma ( ) ) 
The CHAIRMAN That car sd ‘ b inimous ¢ sent. | tions for imm it thes ts ma 
.- KENNA. I think there w no objectio Mr. CLARDY ] ) ‘ I 3 [) 
\ *AGI I object Ihave no objection t ping overa THOMAS] that it 3 \ t re « er 
on of the bill that i wants »amend of the Missis h er é ‘ “T , lt 
Mr. KEIFER. My suggestion is o olive’ | eanniths af thn Ohio n a ston dashes 
y portion of the bill unreac tioned b i i 3 further 1 the appropriation for Ka 
M PAGI VO Vou! ) { ul Kla, TO Wh the ¢g eman \ ed, does not seem to bi 
, Mr. KEIFER Not at: sa rt proveme rf t navigat 1 of t I 
Mr. PAGE. I have no ol [The Committ C determined that the ala ar 
Ir. SPARKS. I object appropriated for t ) rf t Mississippi River muld b 
The CHAIRMAN. Object Cle1 1] in charge eng of allowing him to « 
th the reading of the bil it s 1D ; ' l best a the 
rhe Clerk read the following serous 
I i ( Z M - 1 ind Mr. THOMAS I t entleman ¢ aue ! 
¢ ‘Vote! Te ie is b t , wind se bv 3 og : 
Mr. LOWI I mo » subs < ) 3950). 1 | this app \ it the command of the engineer 
iragraph under considerat I in appropriation forthe | 12 charge, then |] yuld like to have him explain to ft 
wvement of the Lo re > uding » Muscle | Wh appropriation of $10,000 is given to Minto 
. nd the shoal at R ( I I L great rk of a ately above this ] , Which every one knows wl 
edged importance, rt ( D fa grand | 15 not a pass so d rerous as this one 
it opel up the ) i é to ‘ ay Mr. ¢ ARDY. i will state to the gyentien ‘ 
of the adjacent Stat that in the case of Kaskaskia the engineer sa d the f 
vear, Mr. Chairman, the app for this canal was over | be stated, #! the interest of general na 
I hundred thous a ao I vy of the off il estimates I IS mall L prot t to pr at 
ngineers in charge of the I certa t swe shouk Th 3 me | ‘ ! » Mir ’o | t 
e that no t Wem 5 rease rT} creat li 18 insisted or : 
‘ ent ought not to bed VE l S}) ot beg < mommy, avd. A ‘ men 
vith a progress ind int rent e ot the pub terests. ? i k sad 
Lb completed As So as pl ict il | , nd 4 I off r Imnpr ¢ Miss Rive { I 
vit e estimates of the Departm Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, and Wi 
rhe amendment was not agreed t Mr. UPDEGRAFYF, of Iowa. I ve to strike out “tv iin 
Che Clerk read the follow fe Ser “three: so 1t W read ** 8300,000,’ 1 1e only cha re W b in 
oving Mississipp € ym D fo tha ‘ € Tllinois the word “two to three Laughter Here is a stretch ofr er 
I is and Miss > about five } rire t eg mg, the rreatest 1 é + nt nt 
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¢ ent of steamboats, barges, rafts, dc., passed through the Des M ] 7 = 
1830, 
2? 
Mi writ 
er 3 { i 
ahh ew uuee 
ihe cana Vas ¢ y j 
ot extren | 
we, My uirman, that the committee ; les Ma l ( Po a Louis eCa 
It will, wom have stated, increase t amount of t! bill but S s M Ca) ( rres ot ule reneral ap 
rv little, niin between $25,000 and 896,000 be y iat pl on, ¢ el i vr the Por rie 1 Louis‘ e Cana 
s asked; and it will be Secret pa that this is asked simply to when p te o the Comptro for the pavment of the ons 
yn plete work now In progress ¢ nd re juired as a matter of econon ne ¢ iSseS . as found Lvé } the word oO 
é calinail tine anna ont aiden to be damaged to such an extent | of an pre e Treasut ot otherwise appropriated ) 
it it may take the entire amount you now appropriate to repair if, the appropriation was not ¢ é int rt 
sides immense damage to commerce. Thathas been tosome ext for that and the er ¢ 
case in the past and be agai! In this report instances are Now, shipping m« m th ike, « ( on the M 
en where heavy damage has occurred. Again,the wallsinthe locks sippi Rivers, apprehend this diff tv 1 ‘ h il apy I 
not high enough, and the careening of vessels causes damage,mak- | tion, that if for any cause the river and harbor b should 1 to be 
xan expenditure of money for their repairs, which should not be. | come a law there uld be no money to oper or repair these cana 
personally visited and examined the work and know of the | and no officer of the Government would have any right to use any 
‘ssity of this appropriatio I appeal to the Committee on Com- | money for the purpose of such operation or repairs upo ! unals 
ree to accept the amendment, and the friends of the bill to adopt | unless such appropriation had been theretofore made b 
I am myself in favor of the bill and expect ead for the And the whole commerce of those river d lakes n b be } 
eason that I believe in the principle; I believe that the total amount | by an accident requ repairs or t vr opel 
ie bill is not too much for thig great work of voto ing ourrivers | the cana! 
harbors. I believe that every dollar that we invest in different After consultation with several gentlen terested in these i] 
iortions of the country in this kind of necessary work tends to bind | and with some members of the Committee on Commerce, I find that 
together as with hoops of steel. I wish we could build the neces- | this is the usual form of appropriation for that class worl id 
sary canals and solve the question of transportation in this way. the proper one to secure a sufficient sum for operating the canals and 
“i our rivers are made inviting and sufficient for the transit of com- | for their repairs; and that it will not depend upon the ¢ ce of th 
» to the sea, and the necessary canals were constructed, the Illi- | passage or the lack of passage of a river and harbo 
ois sone Fox River Canal, a canal from the mouth of the Mississippi | misfortune should occur as did occur once befor 
» the Saint John’s River, in Florida, and others, very much would be One word mor We cannot tell at w time, f some caus 
me toward the solution of the great question of interstate com- | a river and harbor ber may fail to pass, ar every gentleman cat 
meree. Accompany it then with a just regulation of railways and | realize how great a sfortune to the commerce of these great high 
ve will have met the demand for practical statesmanship which is | ways of the country vould be if by any chance there was n 
felt in the country. money appropriated and the law made it penal offense for an 
There are many subjects of just criticism in the bill, but take the | officer of the Government to use any money to open and operate a 
sreat bulk of it and it isas nearly right as can be expected. Every | repair these canals 
ther appropriation bill which passes might prove as vulnerable. Be Mr -W IL L, 1S I only desire t cupy a moment, to say that the 
guided by these criticisms and you wil make no progress. lor the | law on the statute-book, so far as the Louisville and Portland Can 
vils in it the majority which have placed them there are responsible. | is concerned, covers the amendment which the gentleman from Mic! 
The necessity for the passage of some bill is justification for those gan | Mr. CONGER] has offered Che difficulty in that case is that tl 
who accept it as the best they can get. The adoption of this just | First ¢ iptroller Treasury, against opinion of every lawye 
mendment will in no way prejudice the measure but will win it h 3 eXal it! latter, has rendered a decision which nullifi 
friends. I hope it may be adopted. 1is law passedl by Congress last May. Under the peculiar orga 
‘he CHAIRMAN. The question son the amendment proposed b tion of « Government the First Comptroller is higher than ft 
the gentleman from Iowa. President of the United States. By a two-thirds vote of this H 
Che committee divided; and there were a‘ é oes not counted. W can over ( i eto of the President But there is1 i ‘ 
So the amendment was not agreed First Co troll decision. It becomes necessar 
The Clerk read as follows: 1 ord neet his views, that an amendment of t! 
Operating canal at Des Moines Iowa and I ( operation . ed | rentleman from chigan shall be passed 
the canal, $40,000 Il ha eady illed the attention of over one h ire 
-CONGER. Idesire, Mr. ¢ rpesy ye de a eto strike out that | members of t Ho to this matter, and have obtained f 
iragré aph and w! ve reach them to strike out and modify tw written request t ie Committee on Commerce 3] bsSap 
er pari igraphs referred to in the: ceainaiiieienites aad I propose here, of this very amendment: and as the matter is thoro ) 
) that we may adopt a substitute for that and the others in this one’s | by the House, it is not necessary to occupy their time tur 
e,and I send to the desk the amendment to be read for the informa- The necessity for this amendment will clearly appear fi 
tion of the committee, then I shall ask leave to submit a few remarks | tion froma letter recently addressed to the Cin iati Board l ‘ 
n connection with it. by General Godfrey Weitzel. who is the engi! charg 
The Clerk read as follows: Louisville and Portland Cana Iv i Clerk to read t 
Strike out lines 625, 626, and 627, and insert ‘‘ that a suffic t amount of money | @Xtract I have marked 
3 hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not Otherwine spproge; Mr. CONGER. I desire to say to t H iat t ymendme 
pod, foe the open ating and repairs of the Des Moines Raj ids Canal, and Saint Mary’s | was draw: ip and submitted to the First Comptroller of I I 
, and the “Louisville and Portland Canal and the Secretary of War is and by him w SI sed t , rentirely the ease 
iereby authorized from time to time to draw his warrant upon the Treasury for | “"y7y Ee a 
ch amounts as are necessary for the operation and repairs of said canals Ihe Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. CONGER. In this bill there are oe ions in the places | , If Congress will amend the stat 
to which I have re ferred, pages 2 , 29, and: in all ap proprii itions — oe tacabt aa ‘the ms establis os ea ro - Seale ‘ ' ( 
tor the repairs and operation of the three en Government canals, | the amcunt of the toll cod the Government the salary of a toll ¢ 7 
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: il t vays ( I ye 
; $s point wv iterfered by the shing 
: Phis dim has corseme of the bi 
: : s " b ed to the action of the Hi . 
: of W I d be wisdor dl « ' 
‘ ( ( a ms esas : 
UBBEI M l 
\f 
‘ ' M ROBESON | @ } mons en g e } 
‘gp of this 1 » read, t the Cler be authorize 
. ; ( mention the name of the river or harbor for which an ann; 
( } 6 passes along any member who wishes 
/ : ndment y call attention to the clause and offey 
‘ ‘ t 
The CHAIRMAN, [ Mr. SPRINGER if there be no ol] 
Clerk will so rea 
? Mr. SPARKS Phere objectio 
. The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will proceed y 
uf AT ‘ ‘ j Clerk read the follow iy 
1 Mr. BERRY I move to insert er the paragraph jus 
ch I send to the Clerk’s des 
Che Clerk 1 is follows 
M ( t 4 ( s ame » 7 
, + Mr. BERRY. Ido not propose to weary the attention of t 
f OS] ; , ee. I only regret that Ihave not had an opportunity to 
s subject before the House at a time when members were disnos 
to en to the discussion of a question which is growing 
a” tance in our State, and which must be adjusted by the Cong 
‘ > 6 a the United States 
S ; It is a fact that by reason of mining operations in progress 
PROS ces des y the time oF the ¢ ‘ State of California during the last twenty-five years the na 
ul to eA S ‘ r irk wit respect to this mprovement. of the Sacramento River has been destroved. Furthermore 
, ; ; - 18 OF & national CUel | competent engineers in the United States—Captain Eads, ( 
Se Lhe object of this improvement is to obviate Government engineers, and the best engineering talent that « 
s offered to the river by construction of the bridge of | procured by the State of California—have expressed the opi 
s a few months ago the Kansas City and Northern R vay. | not only will the navigation of that river be destroyed, but 
bridge has upied such a position across the Missouri River as | of San Francisco itself will be permanently destroyed. It has 
have detlectes current dif prompt measures be not taken | ascertained by the engineers that within the last five years t 
Lie tie ths the result may be e closing of the Mis- | five billion cubic yards of the wash of these mines havi 
Lhe « or sa t Charl ited about fiftec Ll@S | ¢hat 
on of the Missouri Rive the Mississippi; and oe when } ymployed by the gover 
i apbvain Eads, when he was ¢ mpioyea by the governor or 
' ques 3 to whet the entire navig Ol | as consulting engineer, said in his report that it was on 
M iri River shall or pended. of time when the navigation of Sacramento River as wel 
ese remarks | on to ti mitt Lhe | of San Francisco would be destroyed. 
on : ’ Une as | an And permit me to say here that the State of California 
a the « nee! chal ve sullicient Lhe Ost of protecting property adjacent to these streams which 
- , res { 2 ‘. UU; } ol being destroyed, within the last year has levied a tax 
; a by ' : btex lam willing | million of dollars, and is now expending it in an endeavol 
ve a cased The ¢ © navi- | this mining débris in the mountains and prevent it reaching 
- 4S. | gable waters of this State. 
crn i ive | During the last session of this Congress there was 
; the river and harbor appropriation bill an amendment « 
examination of this question to be made. In obedience t 
report has been made by the Engineer, and he recommends 
priation of $150,000 to be expended upon the tributaries of 
| for the purpose of preventing this débris from flowing int 
3now calculated that one hundred and sixty-three miles « 
: : of these streams have been raised upon an average about 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The time of the gentleman has expir 
Mr. BELFORD. I want to say a word or two in refer 
endadment 
Mr. BERRY. W the gentleman yield me a little mor 
Mr. BELFORD. I willinamoment. This subject, as I 
vas before the Committee on Mines and Mining of this Hous 
: the last session of Congress, and was very favorably cons 
4 ; embers of th committee. 
? I think this appropriation is one that ought to be made, : 
sincerely that this House will : to the amendment ott 
gentleman from California, [ ty.] Lnow yield tl 
if my time to that gentleman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gen in has no right to yield. 
taken the floor to oppose the amendment, he would have been ¢ 
NGI to raph iust to five minutes; but having favored the amendment, he is not ¢ 
portion of tn ; ' ' epairs of | to further time. 


’ Vil ready be Mr. CONVERSE. I move to strike ont the last word, ar 
e minutes to my friend from California, [Mr. BERRY 
( the followi1 Mr. BERRY. Now, Mr. Chairman, if this were any othe! 
with which the Congress of the United States had to deal, I w' 
Mr WHITEAKER. 1] rh <. ee : presume at this stage of our proceedings to inflict any remarks 
“peti ye er = the House. But to-day by reason of these streams having bee! 





















. ip by débris, their carrying capacity is virtually destroyed, and 1 
ae . ons and millions of property in the Sacramento Valley are t 
ive | a wl vo to say in support of thatamendment. It | rendered valueless. The Legislature of California has chartert 
ended 0 e engineer in charge of this district Phe be steamboats, one being sent up the valley and the other down, 
iN very rapid and the cl t | purpose of taking the people from t e ho ise-tops and out 


om 
serene 
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I nstances vers ‘ é ed the beds The | to increase e appropriation ft Ss I 3] ‘ and ha ; 
California is endeavoring to al w s sul d the | 1 I have no doubt of it hey are gorged wit ork ¢ 2 } 
r Department of the United States has recommend hat the | river and harbor bill. Laughter. lL w endeavor to 1 
ent make an appropriation to a n the construction of the | amendment that will give us something the ar ( 
progress. The State of Califor is constructed two | entitled to for the improvement of this riv 
1 two miles long to impound the débris and prevent it The CHAIRMAN Nothing is before the con @ 
: y e iower crainage- i ] I he rive! Mr PAGI In e to strike out twent I ey 
e to carry ott 1 b he els ner! ted to} whi s the am f the estimate I hold int hand re 
themselves sent here by many thousand residents of the San Joa " 
j et t t ( ers b t ) s are be cr d I desire t pr t the preamble 
ove he Congress of the ed States should do some e, your petitioners pectt repre t that San Joaquin 
s now pending in the courts an | natural ou t nties of San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, ‘I 
] Unless something is Fresno, embracing an area of 9,360,000 acres, 1 1 
; And : "a e i, now containing a population of about 1 
ns am ~ mut tive hundred thousand tons of ain 
er eas e adopted | to supply a thriving agricultural and manufacturi 
ree portations of lumber In cons quenc oft natur a 
Me 4 ind yiel to Mr. CONVERS the navigation of the San Joaguin River is both ditt 
a but a1 +, behalf of the } t pe I I ab t ly to TAK an a] 
z a ail i la of not le »¢ t 1 pose f reme¢ ng said obstructions 
1 I fro for Mr. BERRY, Che Gov- | . , ; we . — . : 
‘ I — : eas ’ , Chis is no Kanawha or Duck Creek rhis is a valley of JU,000 pop 
of ‘ nited State by the use o S IniIning lands, 1s creat- } a } : 
' ' lut lation, having an area oft over 9,360,000 acres, which is annually pro 
g t ane Y ey < l ( LIS, Is e aut : . 
Ba re Ch hie r. In mv indement an ap- | 2ucing 500,000 tons of grain. Over the San Joaquin River alone a 
oveTrnume t to keep th rive ea I Lgl an {i - +4 Oo . . : 
: for f ; re ; nd dollar | ally pass ove 210, ) bushels of grain raised in this valley. I 
ition ught to be Lai¢ ( LOIS \ A 1eW sand Golars . ‘ . : co . 
steel a , 1 anv millions a few vears | Were @map of the San Joaquin River, and it is shown this river is 
d now Ww ( ‘ pend ( , il ONS a 1e\ years | _ . } 
a ; a Sh Ronee thea | rradually shoaling,so much so it is d us to navigatior Chey 
I hope the appropriation Ww ! ‘ idra pro : a yy 
I i ‘ | ask for a reasonable sum for the improvement of this river 
enanie ° | ; 
; eo nament of Me. Bean |} Mr. Chairman, I am not here, nor are my constituents, to roo 
é vuestion then ret rred o1 ne ame amen OI MY. »9ERRY. lay s , 3 e ai : ‘ ae Z 
Wr REAGAN. Iwantt ll attention to the position of this mat | the pregnant hinges of the knee where thrift may follow fawning 
bud é . Wanbt LO Call ALU On LO tll PSLLIOLL Ll lab- _* 4 4 . . 5 
a 1 ak deal Tall ] adie ails aaah lites The wetin I am not here to obey the behests of the Committee on Commerce. I 
( 1use LIDK © ad rweLtel ( iat ‘ IDIStaAne, ii SV iit : . , } 
; 1] am here to represent what believe to be in the judgment of m 
ed to bv the gentleman from California are well and strongly sOpre : I believe » be hie 1ilgment of my 
A 7 : “| constituents and in the judgment of the honest thinking men of this 
here has been report of engineers which we have never i , Cee i peo ant ie pag eae #1] Ay 
; : ’ ’ ouse & meritorious proposition. have asked rease ry the 
in Opportunity to examine. My understanding is that this work, sagas ie a MOE FO IRCTORSS 20 - 
i . . tt . votes of this committee, but I KHOW 10 18 SELCSS Lhe edict has go. e 
naugurated, will cost many millions of dollars. Idonotthink | ¢-)° , ! - ih ict has gon 
5 eee oe a s ; » 4} Pn forth that no more money is to be appropriated; a portion of the 
‘ht to be inaugurated without an understanding of the effect, alae hee as oa, Rao 
5 ‘ 2 4 ne ers have g£ thei mount of pork and nobody else is to have 
t, and character of the work to be engaged in. Important as the vy: but I predict t] a tl , 
Pa ~ any; 1 redi here is a time coming whe hese n whe re 
stion is to California, I think it would be a great mistake to move | “~ it , 3a ( g 1 these men who are 
matter before we can do so advised] now gorged with pork will perhaps themselves, in another Congress 
oat ee eS ee be npelled t ) +} netting wa + vr Oo ’ hey , 
question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Berry, it was | ?© COMPebee, ro oceuy ee ow occupy, and then, pet 
it ™ haps, they will not be yunanimonus favor of this bill as they are 
ivreed to. 7 : } } 
5. . , ’ : iow. [Laughterand aj Luse s ve printed tte) th 
Mr. PAGE. Mr. Chairman,I move to amend the paragraph by | 2° UI Task tol rinted etter witl 


2 ANN? « . 28 tae AA ee ae Py my remarks. 
k it “$30,000” and inserting “$60,000,” which is the amount The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no obie 
ted for by the board of engineers. While I sympathize with the Mr. PAGE. The lett ‘ 
F > ¥ . . iT. ru. ibe ié¢ er is sf WR 
rt of my colleague [ Mr. BERRY ] to secure an appropriation to pre- , 


t débris from floating down into the Sacramento River from min- ' . 


ner Ol 
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: ’ . : WEARS We, t ndersigned, desire to call your attention to the urgent ne 
r districts in the mountains, I am also in favor of appropriating | cessity that exists of ng for Government aid in order to save M Sonal 
suflicient amount of money, upon the recommendacion of the | in the city of Stockt f veing filled up 1 destroyed for comy | 
: : 2° 41 ° ‘ Ve + ¢ 7 stat oft 4 } o¢ 
rd of engineers, to improve the navigation of that river as it now a 7 l W * easo et 
> i ‘ . . = vate nd ist I ( ( 1 the i por t Sta Ww t 
[he Sacramento River is navigable for two hundred and ten miles, | San Joaquin V ‘ ev twol dre iforty! nlength and from tl 
by a very little expenditure of money could be made navigable | to fifty miles t e water-front of St tor ta of two 
‘ . s 1 — : ‘sf Stocktor a VI ~] rha of a { ‘ . eth 
vo hundred and fifty miles. This river for fifteen years—from yer pre rome & I gethe 
‘ . } } . } : : } & short ¢ tan ve { I I ’ yy tot s loa t 
“49 to 1864—was the only means by which the commerce of the mid- | },;_, 
ind northern portion of the State of California was carried to the Second. Mormon ¢§ f rly nd ‘ witt 
f San Francisco. Since that time there have been some rail- | with average dept fifteen fe Po-d ( to ‘ : int anne! of 
» . . , 4 + , T y ‘ + + ‘ j » ry or 
is built; but they are nearJy all owned and operated by one com- | te § I 
rif ] t ) ly tran eiieciil con 1 4 | Slou t f 
and this river, if kept open, is the only transportation iine that | ;;4, 
mpete with the railroads. Third. ¢ 
| 
im not here to ask for anything that has not been recommended | this time « ; 
competent board of engineers. I find that the engineers have | TCC! ’#s am ping oa sg 
le a very lengthy report en this subject. They say that the im- | ;, 3, Se ae 4 ; oe oo orb, 
ement of the river is the only means by which any competition | ever, it is dredged out made f 3 of t ( ts en We fr 
h¢ nm ha main‘ } : ( nine the if } , 
relight can be Maintamed: t et : é 4 a ‘ 
those alr est 
ar l ear side ¢ I Co Me ( 
ence to I t ¢ ment > AS a ( t 
ist ame ommerce ¢ O adale na ortnel Ceank-te S 
Ol r State 1s ¢ tl I | J 
ropose so small riation, } amo ‘ 
bears upon its | omm<e i 
1 } 4 1 i pa I bpp i 
han $60,000 was asked for by tl : 
, , +* . . . : i ) i 
k a dividing line and said they wot $50,000 to 1 I the Upper San J 
river in the 1 nited States appro} oints is 3 ft t ‘ I 
ed within the boundaries of an‘ I aLOI - , <1 . 
t of the products o a single Sta apt ’ { ( I ( 
iow it Wl irge app itions are mad i this bi j Int 
ick creeks’ nd ** Goost t g’’ § { ttle Kanawhas.,’ the ind it i } \ 1 , 
riation for the & imento River, carrying, as ] d before : , vol 
nmer i empire S reduce to e nit 1of S ay ( ) 
, . . i { I ) it i 
re the hammer fell. . D. MORA & ft 
PAGE’S amen ment was disagree | ] ( i 
Clerk read as follows S TATTERSON 
j 9 + S? it +L 
ng San Joa ¢ ( : ALBI DIBBLE! ») PARK 
| Us ND 
! y 
} ‘ ( HIT] 
Wwe « EESE 
| _ f¢ ( 
g yA VW Cit 
vf 
Mr. REED SOrr ( fornia ~ de h 
; a s10n TO é es I é I rom i¢ is ail ms 








: 
7 A+ + “ ’ a at ¢ 
; 1 PAG] ) ire mM isha of ) Gu 240) det and 1A 8 
‘ , + To 8 a rhit ? 
. Mr. REED. B manner of means. 1 : it | tom will con , en ¢ saben Share 
‘ ( } | Cc id as follows 
| 1 T | 4 Tara’ ’ 
. , ihe OU} IRMAN i ee propose tos 
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( is ent tied tO a large a ) t, and ‘ time he wv recely r | 1 itot ( rl UCS 

irge amount lor we are t t eg lng ol | great oO! ( I 310 
whic! 3; upon us, a rK I improvement of the rivers and hat I ‘ 
bors of this countr i gigar worl worl hic 9 ‘ ear cr c M to ( € 

fter year, and I belie oing to go on for ages B e cannot Mr. KENNA pha I 3 @ purpose t 

» everytl Yr at f have » do what t! esoul i ‘ n I imag 

try and, above a what ti sentiment of tl ) sup t 

rt and sustair I believe the t ning when t I um \ g 

nent in this e« tr Ss going t i iru Lb] I € A { I ‘ s1 Lhe 5 

eman from California be complet satisfies vile San Diego 
truggle which was creditable to himself, a The CHAIRMAN Che committee propose to amend 

h I believ: reditabl he co yvefore the word “harbor” the words “ barand;” and also 

she amename 8 not a t t words ‘San Diego” and inserting “Santiago 

Che Clerk read as ft WS ] ime iment was grec lt 

at : M a Phe Clerk read as follows 

ot ter am I ed a t I 
es b. Eads 70 Pass Mis pil : f eh ee a oe — , 5 ' 49 | h 
of War to report during t aint Canal for fiscal year ending Ju $12,000, w 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. Chairman, I to offer * re a eee — 

The Clerk read as follow Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Since the adoption of the am 

ol oo a. é' oak tam Gaaaiin e a posec byt yentleman from Michigan I pres tha 

filled up by de ta 4 ‘ . ¢ truction ‘ Eads ietties stricken out. 

Mr. WARNER. LI hoy ! ttee will accept that amendment Mi CONGER. N os ot : I mo vO str! UG UNS LAs 
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emine! their profess re 
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débris away and leave the Gulf cle 
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mere is I t adoption ot ry : 
informatio ‘ ‘ tt 
be obt The amendment was agreed to 

Mr. ACKLEN I see »t ) 1 Mr. WHITEAKER. I off follo yg amendme 
ner l al er li i© ™ , 

Phe con ttee d | there wer ives 53, noes 29 For imp zt ra to Co River, Oregon, $1 

So the amendment was agreed to That ame ment 1s stified by t report o1 the engineers 

Mr. WARNER. I ask consent to print some figures connection | the exact amount of the estimates. I hope it will be agre 
with this matter at t] s place The amendme: t was not avcreed t 

There was no object and it was ordered according Phe Clerk read the following 

Mr. WARNER. The figures to which I refer are as follows. | 1 RP lia Sahni er. Maine. $10,000 
nformed that by surveys n 1 1374 and 1579, by Major C. W. How 8 ll be expen: ica thn aad ai ng at the hea Si 
ell and Captain M. R. Brow t was ascertained that the fill fro nd at Hatch's Rock, and $4,000 in dredging and deepening th 
if the jetties out i ta 3 from s was Swan's Island according to the plan recommended by Lieutenan 

Mr. BRAG( nent which I send to t 8 
rf il Clerk 
fect out Lmend b 
feat out lo enable t ) damages alread 
ont ea 1oft tlo yperty by 16 Cons 
‘ rs provements ¢ \ivers in the State of Wiscons 
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~ ane etee e a PORE OEP) «<2 +-2esserececrcseecsscscsccncs -- | securing the passage of that amendment. 
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; 9 the eyes of some of the members of this committee to what som 
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lation upon this class of bills leads to. I allude prin 
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the legis 
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In tue 


agraph next foll th 


to a clause par e one to which I make 
S amendme nt. 
In 1874, when the Fox andthe Wisconsin Rivers Improvement Com- 
nany turned over their work to the Government there was a provis- 
in the law then passed by this Cor providing that damages 
ne to private property by tlowage, &e., resulting from the con- 
struction of that improvement and ascertained 
cording to the laws of the State. Underthat clause the assessments 
ve been made. The United States has appeared before the com- 
ioners by attorney. They have attended with their witnesses, 
there have already been piled up awards against the Government 
ewhere from one to five hundred thousand dollars. The property 
theindividual has been taken forthe use of the Government, and not 
dollar bas yet been paid. But the answer toevery claim for pay- 
ment is, no money has been appropriated. The Government hastaken 
e property. The damages have been ascertained by the means 
jinted out by the act, and yet the Government has not paid a cent, 
nd there is no prospect of their ever paying a cent, for the reason 
at that little clause in the bill authorizing the improvement and 
ie assessment of damages which seemed to be sosmall a thing to the 
committee bas grown to be of such magnitude that no committee dare 
ice their ofispring. I withdraw the amendment. 


Che Clerk read as follows : 


oTess 


should be assessed 


( 
i 


ir reservoirs upon the headwaters of the Mississippi River and its tr 
00; and this sum, together with the sum of $75,000 heretofore appropriated 
e construction of a dam at Lake Winnibigoshish, shall be expended at such 
ices on said headwaters of the Mississippi River and its tributaries as the Seere 
of War shall determine: And itis provided, That compensation for any private 
operty taken or appropriated for any of said improvements, and all damages 
)private property caused by the construction of any of said dams, by tlowage or 
rwise, shall be ascertained and determined under and in accordance with the 
ws of the State in which such private property is situated. And the Secretary 
f the Interior is hereby authorized and directed to ascertain what, if any, injury 
s oceasioned to the rights of any friendly Indians, occupying any Indian reserva 
mn, by the construction of any of said dams, or the cutting or the removing of 
rees or other materials from any such reservation for the construction or erection 
iny of said dams, and to determine the amount of damages payable to such In 
ns therefor; and allsuch damages to private property and to friendly Indians, 
en ascertained and determined in the manner herein directed and provided 
all be paid by the United States: P led, however, That such damages shall 
eed 10 per cent. of the sums hereby and heretofore appropriated for the con 
ction of said reservoirs. 


Mr. McMILLIN. I should like to get some information as to this 
from the chairman of the Committee on Commerce. Not having the 
estimates and reports before me, I desire to know if the chairman or 
some member of the committee can inform me what that improve- 
ment will ultimately cost. 

Mr. REAGAN. I am not able to give the aggregate. This is for 
making reservoirs at a number of points on the headwaters of the 
Mississippi River and its tributaries. There is a detailed report giv- 
ug the cost for each one of the reservoirs which are being constructed 

I believe there are nine of them altogether ; 


yutaries 





on some general plan. 
but the amount in this bill is intended to enable the construction of 
one reservoir for the purpose of testing the efficiency of the project. 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the chairman of the Committee on Commerce 
tate his judgment as to the practicability of this thing? 

Mr. REAGAN. I cannot enter into a discussion of that now. 

Mr. SPARKS. Do you not think it is impracticable ? 

Mr. REAGAN. The engineers do not think it is. 

Mr. SPARKS. What do you think? 

Mr. REAGAN. Icannot give the gentleman my opinion at present. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I desire to state what I think. The subsequent 
history of this operation will prove that it is wholly impracticable. 
By any remarks I may make on the subject I do not wish to reflect 
on the thought or the earnestness bestowed by the committee upon this 
matter, for I have learned that the engineers have held that it is 
practicable. But from the very nature of the case, for a river rising 
in the northern latitudes and flowing through a sunny, hot region 
for two or three or four thousand miles to be supplied by reservoirs, 
and its tide kept up in that way, is as utterly impracticable as it 
would be to start persons with pans of water and pour it out when 
the season seemed to require if. 

Mr. REAGAN. This is not intended to affect seriously the great 
body of the Mississippi River. It is intended to apply to rivers form- 
ng the headwaters of the Mississippi. 

Mr.McMILLIN. Then itis not for the benefit of the lower streams? 

Mr. REAGAN. It is not anticipated it can have any serious effect 
on the lower streams. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I have been informed—how true it is I do not 
know—that a tide of thirteen feet as high up as Cairo does not give 
more than thirteen inches of flood at Vicksburgh. I have been told 
that by a gentleman from Mississippi, who lives on the river, and it 
seems to me we ought to go slow in a matter of this kind. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Have we not gone slow enough upon this bill ? 
_ Mr. McMILLIN. You cannot go too slow in this matter till you 
knew more about it. 

Mr. POUND. Iam not surprised that some gentlemen upon this 
floor may not be informed fully upon the subject involved in this 
paragraph. 
_ Mr. WARNER. That is exact 
is of myself, at any rate. 

Mr. POUND. There is in this bill really no more valuable or im- 
portant provision than the one now under consideration here is no 
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ly the situation of several of us; it 
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system of improvement of any stream which has been subiected to: 


u CCl ‘ UE 





more thorough examination and exhaustive inquiry than the on¢ der 
consideration. It is impossible at this late hour, and in th ‘ited 
time allowed for discussion, to even outline the arguments in favor 
of this proposition. Here are three very voluminous reports of the 
Engineer Department, which have been before this Hous ore 
Congress - 

Mr. CLYMER. The gentleman will not say that, I am sur I have 
besought him for three mortal days to get me a copy of one of these 


reports, and he would not let me have it. 
Mr. POUND. I desire to say in reply to the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania [Mr. CLYMER] that he did make inquiry in reference to t] 


18 
annual report submitted by the Secretary of War, and I said t n 
that they might be had at the committee-room. 

Mr. CLYMER. I went tothe committee-room for them, and I have 
never been able to obtain one of them. 

Mr. POUND. I desire to inform my friend that these are specia 
reports. 

Mr. CLYMER. Given to the members of the Committee on Con 
merce, I suppose 

Mr. POUND. No, but referring to this particular subject. There 


are great numbers of these reports now on file in the document-room 
which may be had by members. 

I would be glad, if I had time, to outline some of the arguments and 
oints involved this but it is quite impossible t 
in the time allowed me, and I must therefore rest this case upon the 


’ 
in question ; 0 dO 80 


favorable action of the Committee on Commerce, and indorsed by 
every member of Congress and every Senator from the portion of 
country to be affected by these works 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WARNER. I move to strike out the last word. We have had 


already presented here to-night a proposition to appropriate $500,000 
to pay for damages similar to those provided for in this paragraph, 
and it was ruled out on a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is 
it was not ruled out a point of order. 

Mr. WARNER. On whicha} of order was made. I: 
to make the correction. Now, how many hundred thousand 
for damages this will in 


olve I do not know. 
Mr. WASHBURN. 


ao not 
Only 10 per cent. 


mistaken in regard to that; 
on 


oO1n 


of the amount 


Mr. WARNER. How much is this likely to involv Another 
$500,000 or $1,000,000 ? 

Mr. WASHBURN. Only 10 per cent. of the entire appropriation 

Mr. WARNER. Of this appropriation 

Mr. POUND. Will the gentleman permit me to say one word 

Mr. WARNER. Certainly. 

Mr. POUND. I desire to state that the land affected by these 
works is worthless for any other purpose than this. 

Mr. WARNER. How much will the Government have to pay fo 
this worthless land in Wisconsin ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I will answer the gentleman’s question. The dam- 


| t 
gs 


ages under this act cannot exceed 10 per cent. on 
vision limits the damage to that amount. 

Mr. WARNER. Ten per cent. upon the pres¢ 

Mr. POUND: That is all. 

The motion to strike out the paragraph was not agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to move an amendment, to come in afte! 
the paragraph now pending. Owing to the fact that two reports i 
relation to two improvements of harbors did not reach the Commit- 
tee on Commerce until after this bill was printed, the provisions I 
desire to have inserted by way of amendment were not incorporated 
in this bill. 

I desire to move an amendment appropriating $7,000 for continuin 
the improvement of Clinton River, Michigan, and $7,000 for removi 
the sand-bar and improving the harbor of refuge from ice at the 
mouth of Belle River on Saint Clair Straits, Michigan. The 
estimated for one of these improvements is $17,500, and for the othe 
$15,169. 

I think the Committee on Commerce—at all events I have 
told so by some of its members—would have put these amount 
this bill if the reports of the engineers upon these improve! 


ry OOD 


This pro 


nt appropriation 


(r 


amount 


been before them at the time the bill was being prepared. S 
members of the committee, having examined this matt 
said to me. 

I have waited until all the provisions in this bill for improve 
have been considered. These two improvements which I desire t 
have inserted are the only appropriations for my district. One of 
them is au appropriation for continuing an improvement whicl 
absolutely necessary to permit the passage of steamboats and vessi 
up the harbor to Mount Clemens in my district from Lake Saint Cl 
and is necessary to complete the improvement so as to make the rive 
navigable. 

The other is for removing the sand-bar at the mouth of B Rive 
which empties into the straits of Saint Clair, and which isthe only place 
for twenty miles where vessels passing out of Saint Clair River into 


side river can be protected from the flow of ice down that rive! 
More than fifty thousand dollars’ worth of vessel-property 
stroyed last year because this and other bars prevented the enti 
of vessels into this side-channel or harbor of refuge from ice 
The reports of the engineers are now before this committee, and 
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; 1 me ] l like tor the: I desire Mr. STEVENSON. Then I withdraw th: al 
ve ’ ented here. H een f ea ember Mr. CONGER 3 6 . 
( a ( ' ' 
t t | The CHAIRMAN ore eman fri M ran « 
t ( 1 rie Sno ¢ ) e ( S l t a { 4 
Mr. J . ness can be transacte Sant 
ed ‘ bee ] uy el M j LA MATYR ] { ‘ 
hig nitte ‘ < rine I { ( 
, swe a} es j oti > eres + 
P | ‘ } t ‘ M SIMONTON ] ‘ } é i 
M OWNSEND ) l beha I i he desl 
tine é t j ( Te ~ A * ra ¢ 
‘ } ‘ ifter we had ¢ d the b I engineers } g f at 
qi ‘ ts could vel : tos } ndt Secr of \ 1] ’ . 4 
he ( te ] t ead, Tl exal nati ; to Congress with his anr l es f I f . : 
! ‘ ed the committe the Mr. SIMONTON That amendme does t increase the an 
( 3 1 i M gan desir priations in this bill. It provides for no new improvements, |; 
I »him and to the committee | vides for no new report, yet it proposes to furnish informatio 
Mr. CONGER i S é c the com! t 3 vel luable to this House. Doubtless members feel a y 
t nformation. We make expenditures of large amounts of , 
i ene Mr. CONG! er ipon the various streams of the country, and yet we have no 
‘ scertaining what effect these expenditures have had n the w 
} S N I nt ‘ ! Tac iting « reasing commerce No il rae to turnis 
nformation I have offered 1 S ame Iment 
CHAIRMAN ( terest of t Mr. REAGAN. I desire to call the attention of the Hous 
8S amename be ad pte the entieman tro: Tennessee to a claus ilread the } } 
( W . ere . UVLO * t1 the Ho os it ot yet acted uy 
M Is North Care J insist on the point Meritoric every cast — saat . made 
ret rec ere l ted down tin and aga é race iC itio ol rning ‘ n i } , 
| or ‘ eptic should be mad Ly tive f ‘ ove nt contemplated re ‘ h 
a ' A C r ectic ons hole b i istics as t Secretary of War may be able to pro 
ere orders Mr. Davi f North Caro ind M I does not cover the whole of the information the gent) 
Cas ere py te, isks for, but it covers all that is necessary to guide the H 
M AG ‘ 6 committee t depart fr ( ) ts committee in determining the propriety of such appropria 
, alle : amendment to be ule increasing the apt egest, therefore, the gentleman’s amendment is not necessar 
t te ] ! rhev have kept us here three davs de Mr. SIMONTON. Isuggest, Mr. Chairman, there is a creater « 
the right to make any additions to the ] nd Lhonethat | ference than the gentleman from Texas seems to think. My a 
not be deviated fro . ment is intended to provide for works already begun and 1 
I CHAIRMAN It is too late to « iss the amendment. The been in progress for years. Itisto get information in regard to t 
‘ ey from North Carolina makes the 1 tt t} auorul | after the work has been done or completed, if possible. | 3 
vot rhe tellers will 1 their places provides for getting suc the work is 
Phe ttee proceeded to divide: but be the : . it all, when the survey to the wo! 
Mr. SIMONTON’S ame 
Mr. CONGER 1: J thdray ( The br Mr. POEHLER. I1 ting afte . 
I ( t ‘ i | Wing 
A Mi ! The gentl ’ ; eimprover f the M ot Minnesota, ¢ 
CHAIRMAN ‘ o ‘ a he report of ¢ aul ted States Enci 
ume t rman, sis st request, and s also my first re 
Mr. CONG] i liers ite I have not ude any request of this House be 
1} reas l e many, but | » reque committee to 
Mr. ¢ RPSO? 1 mer 
‘ Iw ’ sta the im] unce of this impro 
rhe report upon it was very ca is reco! 
vork of great important vas re 
mr ttee because t had ber ago 
I do not know why we shou w survey befor 
iny provement, WI! Ll We 3 bill and see 
priations which have been made to places which do not hay 
; tion of the commerce of the Minnesota River, I deem it my 
S \ for that river w the committee has refused to a 
l I do not think injustice was done intentio illy by the com: 
I had only a short time to explain t matter to the 
Ml A " nse t : ] ld : be eve they understo ad mf 
ani antiams . ntanded to aav | Che Minnesota River is navigable for nearly three hun 
ant nk 4 xt regular seasio} It starts in Dakota and passes nearly through the whole State of M 
M HOMAS |] NER. 1 ; mend t ta. There are not less than 10,000,000 of acres of the best 
‘ 4 tan a ‘ P ultural land in the country washed by that stream. TheM 
‘ Valley lands are well known. It is the garden of Minnesot i 
est ani ‘ : nhabited, too, by nearly a quarter of a million of people. 1 
‘ : ot less than 20,000,000 bushels of wheat as well as other art 
( NGE] ‘ : 7 | rreat value. There are from fifteen to twenty villages and towns 
t river with mills and factories of every description. I 
‘ AIRMAN. No wing v | the Chair appoints | entitled to some consideration. I did not ask an appropriatio! ( 
enth fre lexas [Mr. CULBERSON] and the ox ago, assmall appropriations do not do any good. 1 trust there w 
le Michiean. [Mr. Cona no objection to this appropriation and that will be adopt 
Mr. CULBERSON, Llask permission to that this amend { Che committee divided; and there were—ayes 31, noes 54 
siz es that the officers execut the work under this bi Mr. POEHLER. No quorum has voted. 
sha e to the Secretary of War a statement w tl nerforme The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will appoint Mr. POEHLI 
I 1 I r ‘ ] ley ? ‘ } 





Phe CHAIRMAN rhe tellers w take their } es Mr. POEHLER. I withdraw the amendment 

rl tee divided und the tellers reported aves 51. eS Mr. CONGER. I move to amend |! nserting as a in 
M R. No« e following: 

Mr. CULBERSON AW my endme I donot t continuing tl prove! t of Clint River, Michigan, $ 


obstruct the passage of the bil | sy [he CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Michigan desire 
Mr. STEVENSON. Im 


ve that the comn ee rise. Junderstand | address the committee 





oD. 


’ 
. . . : . ; . : : +4 } ( 
that no quorum voted on the last question. Mr. CONGER. No,sir; I have made my remarks upon it. I hay 


‘ta CHAIRMAN, But the amendment is withdraw: reduced the amount somewhat. 





xs]. 
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ommittee divided ; and there were—ayes 1 ves OX, 

Ue { ONGE R. I make the point oi rder no quorum has ted. 
CHAIRMAN appointed Mr. WILson and Mr. CONGER as tellers 
committee again divided 1 t] ers rted yes 2x, | 

Mr. CONGER. That is tive sl 

if ALBOTT. I move the committee rise for the purpose of hav- | 

y+ acall of the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. No, let the roll be called under the rules. 

M bl RROWS. I move the mmittee rise 

rhe motion was disagreed t 

Vi RE AGAN. If the tellers mud r¢ ‘ places, severa 
rs have come in and we might reach a quorum. 
CH: IRM AN. ‘There are but a few votes lacking of a quorum, | 
‘ry gentleman who desired to vote has had ample opportunity | 

dos % The Chair cannot compel me mbers to vote } 

M1 WHITE Let the te lers take thelr places iv 
CHAIRMAN. The Cl W se the roll to be called under 


The Clerk } roceeded to call the roll, after the con pletion o1 which 


. | 

ommittee rose; and Mr. ACKBURN having taken the chair as | 

Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of | 
Whole on the state of the Union, having had under consideration 


ver and harbor appropriation bill, itself without a 





, had directed him to report t umes of the absentees to the 
Mr. CONGER. I ask the Speake ) ort the number of members 
esent. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk informs the Chair that one 
ndred and forty-three members have answered to their names. 
Mr. CONGER. Isimply desire—— | 
he SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Michigan will 
ill the fact that under the rule nothing is in order until after the 


mpletion of the ymmittee of the Whole has been 


to the House. 


report of the Cc 


.CONGER. It might facilitate business if the House would 
sten to me by consent for a few moments. 
The SPE AKE aon Is there ectio to the request ol 


»)t Yr Yr 
tlemar 


from Michigan ? 





| re was no objection. 
Mr. CONGER. I desire to say that, as far as I am concerned my- 
I will withdraw any point which I may have made if it shall 
o as to there being no quorum, and allow the bill to go on 
ompletion. I desire to say, however, in justice to myself that 
eel that after the committee had by some neglect of its own or 





t for this and when 


case Cit 


it the 


rone 
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1 ’ 
ole wi tara 
( ot betore 


after I had 
nembers will 


reports 
re them 


improvement, 

and presented the carly 
yet they failed to put it in before 
1, an said it should be inserted afterward, 
along with the bill, i hich statement I am cor- 
. least member of the committee—I say that I did 
hat under such circumstances one-half of the appropriation that 
mmittee were 1 be allowed. 


] 
1d 
is a meritorious case, from many other 


bef¢ 


+} 





Ss printec 
i 

ey had got Ww 
y. 


at one 


ive at all events shou 


willing a 


I think, and it is different 


es, because it was an oversight on the part of the committee, and I 
I ‘the committee having the report before it, and its omission 
¢ an oversight, it should have been put on the bill by consent of 


comm 


Havi 


ttee, 


¢ said so much, I desire now to say that I shall not make the 
nt of no quorum, and am willing that the bill, for the sake of all 
(for the interest of the improvement of the rivers and harbors, 


the point of 


sidered! 1h 


and ther » J withdraw 


} 
»y 1 Cee ith + 
t vill proceed WILL t 


all go on to its completion ; Lore 
and he the 


he bill. 
e SPEAKER pro tem) 


ype committe he eo1 


fhe Clerk will now report the names 











sabsentees to the House under the rule. rhe will then 
rtain the motion that the committee resume its r which 
J l air d ubts not will be entertained. 
VAIT. I would ask if we cannot by unanimous consent dis 
vith further proceedings in this direction ? 
SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in the po of tl thetete | 
r the rule of the House, which says t the names of the absentee 
| ] reported to the . Somes. 
Mr. TALBOTT. I move to dispense wit ll further proceedings 
the call. 
SPEAKER pro tempore. Che 4 tleman from Mary wind will 
ember that there has been no call of the House ordered. 
Mr. REED. Irise toa parlimentary inquiry 
the SPEAKER pro tempore. The gent] man will state it. 
Mr. REEY. Cannot the reading of the names of absentees be dis- 
nsed with by nnanimous consent ? | 
SPEAKER pro tempore. By roa mous consent that portion 


the Wl hole House 
16 request 


{the report of the el airman of the Committee « 
e dispensed with. 
Mr. REED. I do. 
he SPEAKER pro tempore. Th 
vo consent that that portion of 
10le House on the state of t 


HOMPSON, of Kent 


Does the San in make t 





1 . ‘ 
>asKksS unan- 


of 





F "T 


ucky . 


ECORD—HOUSE 


_————__________. 


LOSS 








The SPEAKER } mpo Objection being made. the Clerk w 
report the names of absentees to the Hous« 
k reported the following members as hav ed te 
sw I mes 
N. W Daggett J 3 
A Ss H 4 J sts 
Jorgens l s 
l Tove } 
a , Kell } 
wig K al R ) 
t hillinge Rot 
K Rothwe 
Kite R bb I 
I AK Rya l 
hoover re! Ladd Ryon, Jo W 
] La Scales 
I I ‘ ] be 
! I e ‘ t. W 
! Le al ‘ Q. ] 
a M I : is 
al ty ~ M Ne) th, A. He 
G MeCoc Smith, W im | 
( l MeG Spec 
“a Mc ke Star 
tla M Steele 
3 ‘ To M Steph 
B N. J M I r, Robert I 
Us ] M ‘ l ‘ 
Call i I I Mone lyler 
Ci Ha M t Van Ag i 
Car ha M \ 
Caswet Ha Ss I We i t 
Cha ers He M We 
Clathir é Nea W he é 
Clar Alwah A. H Ni W < 
Clark, J¢ LB le \ V ise 
Cobb H : ' Wood 
Coth { ()] é Wrigl 
Cox I ‘ re VY oc I 
Cravens riunto O'Re Young, Casey 
Crowl Hutchins Ort Yv Thomas L 


Mr. REAGAN rose. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. 
proceedings under the call be « 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Ther 
and the motion would not be order. 
Mr. BLOUNT. The leman fron 


report for printing and recommitme: 


Is it in order to move that all further 
lispensed with ? 


Llouse, 


Has been no ¢: 
in 


rent ¥ lds to me 


that I may 
t a general appropriation bill. 


XS yit 


‘he SPEAKE R pro tempore. Is there objection to the gentleman 
from Georgia making t report trom the Committee AY ppropria- 


tions? 
There was no objection. 
SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIAT 
e Committee « Ay 
appropri 


1ON BILI 


orted a 


il ex- 


Mr. BLOUD 
bill (H. R. No. 721 


trom prop! tions, 


for tl 


re} 
I 


making sundry ci\ 








penses of the Government for the year ending Ju L882, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and second , recommitted 
to the Committee « Appropriations, and ordered to be } ed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The SPEAKE! ipo The report which has just been made 
to the House fro athe C ittee of the Whole Ho the state of 
the Union does not show a quorum present 

HAZELTON. I move that there be a call of the Hous 
The SPEAKER pro tempore The Cha vill state that the nece 


sity for the House to go back immediately into Committee of the 








Whole House yn the state ol the Ur i ly Ll sCsS it ‘ t t { i 
ees roll disclosing the pres of a quorum, 

RE AGAN. I move that t House resolve it itinto t ( 
wilthes off the Whel House on the state of the Union to proceed t 
the consideration of the river and ha ippropriation bill 

Mr. HAZELTON. Irise to make a parliamentary inquit 

The SPEAKER pro tempore The gentleman will state it 

Mr. HAZELTON. My quit hethe ye ca t send 
the absentees ar l bring them t » tl Dar 

a > SPEAKER pro tempo It is in the power of the House 

allso determine, to compel the attendance of « ry absent el 

"Mr. HAZI LTON. Ishall not make the motion 

Mr. WILSON. It is evident there is a quorum prese Let 
us CS sh the bill. 

The SPI VAKE pro tempore, The point that there is 
been 1 ithdra vn, and the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. REA: } moves 
that t aaa solve itself into Committee of | » Whe House on 
the state of the Union to proceed with the considerat } vel 
and harbor bill. 

Mr. AIKEN. I desire to make a parliamenta iquiry 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentl tate it. 

Mr. AIKEN It has gone on the record that there are absentees 
One of my igues is at home sick; and I want to know whi 


ke an ex »for him. 

ro tempore. Under the rule, whenever 

ordered and the roll has been called, it is the 
absent members; but no call of t 


tion of thé ent! 


can have the oT yportu 
The SPE AKER ; 
the House ha 


in order to make excuses for 
] ind tl 


has been ordered, ne (¢ 1est n 18s on 
man from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN. 
a creed to. 


The motion was 





nity to ma 


is been 






































VI HARI ‘ j Mr. REAGAN Phere I do1 sh the ‘ 
‘ eR ‘ tself to (% VW t be tri ad wit 
| ‘ al M1 ( ’ i} thes iil ; I Mr KEI} ER. It cht that I was rec onized 
; H.R. } 7104 king appropria The CHAIRMAN ihe Chair did recognize the go 
ne ‘ ns pres of ee Mr. KEIFER Il want to have the re Linder of the 
wiwe ' er pur ‘ |} a part of my remarks 
CHAIRMAN ; Phe CHAIRMAN I gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Ky 
eman tre M h ( : to continue the arg S 
nA LLP ; 
CONGER | ‘ 4 i¢ i KEIFER POS 
he aanea of a} | { ‘ i CHAIRMAN ihe Unair « ders thes 
M HAZELT ( I ( SITL t . A Lie I e s 
: ‘ I 
CHAIRMA \ s 
—_— ‘ { Mr. REAGAN j 
MI dr Mr. DIBRELL ) New York [Mr ¥ 
\ VAN VOORIHI ‘ ( withdrawn the ‘ ; 
‘ I J CHAIRMAN ] Cl t Gg SO t 
; ~ : \ } yT | é l N y cel 
New } ent | 
te f till: | 
nf 4 ams I 7 +] U \ i nti | v 
{ 5 f I a i SI Y ed to do 
eal nate : , The CHAIRMAN. The Cha oan 
‘ re , Yor » wit I dm 
( Ive | t N \ “neh: eee 
! Mr. KEIFER. It 
i and sil ‘ i ask t Cle V4 
‘ y re rkKS el er ol S¢ 
. Ne Yor} Mr. V \ 
I he Cit sto 
louse of ] 
j ve) Dba S 
n pr i ( oy b rf 
¢ } l ( y tecut S i “ i Ss 3 T 
‘ { I Pp sD 
+n hie €} Su | ( 
ly Pa | 1) ‘ ( ( T eart « J 
NM ( I pare | 1 < g é I can ' 
‘ ' fF W I \ i 0 »of I I 
’ ~ ( e So 
} an) 
) | VW Ww Y a | 
| Mr. ¢ : \ ] | 3 rac es t 
CS I thr respect to i sa s Anvbody ‘ 
. 1 Ir. RRA | ‘ nd of Long 3 tha 
bn | } ( Lol ¢ st g le ess. If< 
( \ Y Spending 
‘ ] | I I ~ 1 ( t I 
: « r rvV pos f IT} 1 din ot ) s 1 ent 
t pr vhitar 
| nd § Mr. KEIFER. I now withdraw the amendment 
\ I { Mr. HAWLEY Il renew the ame lment, and ask for 
the ae Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois lo strike out Sumpawan 
The question was taken upon striking out the item of & 
sheen ‘ I Rive nd the S proving Sumpawamus Inlet, Ne¢ York, and upon a 
Heli( t Lu N es tf 1 1 Chairman anno ced that the aves seemed to have i 
i ; state * cons Mr. COVERT. I call for a division on that. Laughter. 
{ rit ; d or bill is ad ‘J 1e ¢ ymmittee d yided ¢ ; nd there were—ayes 05 noes 7 
\ No furt r count r ( ed motion to strike « 
( e pre t i agreed to. 
, Ps Cate : Long Islar Mr. HAWLEY. I have a very brief personal explanat 
l { Ss <a r 1 1 1 
Rogge cms. Sete eg te When I made the motion to strike out I forgot that I was p 
l ( uid the « : ble to vote in support of my own motion. 
S ( t Se l 5 ge to sa : Mr. BURROWS. I move to amend by adding to s 
} \I ( I oO’ l It ” 
+ XT ‘ 
‘ M 
{ Her I the « ee will need simply to hear read : 
Mr. REAGAN i < ir Ne York ite Ing ( he Le la re oO I state < Mic igau whit 1 st 
At al eps aly and sweet 1 as ( es Live ) to this endment 
vot« ( reac sf 
Mr \ AN VOORHIS I desire to have the rest o1 Ti arti ‘ ea g¢ Cong f 7 
The CHAIRMAN | time of the gentleman from New York ha Butta ( ot J en, and State 
pire Does he ask leave to have printed the remainder « y Cong | ma | tions for 
tin] of New Butialo, Berrien County, M 
it ‘ 1 rar t CAN 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I w withdraw ‘ é I ’ ' a ——- 
ve the remainder of that article read of y +] lea 
rhe CHAIRMAN It cannot lx ' ud except | cons | ‘ yar ilua ‘ ( ot re ige f vessels ts 
f the gentleman has expired a 
Mr. DUNN l rise to oppose the ame ment, am eld y til ) ¢ 
he gentleman from New York. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN Is there object ‘ S 
Objection was made. l tat 
oT. ain . . ; ] s 

Mr. KEIFER rose and said: I desire to have read as a rf hat 
emairks the remainder of that article. reques 
The CHAIRMAN The gentleman from New York has withdraw 8 mproveme ulreac dtos t etiicien 
is amendment ; a aa 
; : . : . Tha cove iereby is, requested to trans 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS I have changed my mind as to that voing res e of « stors and Revresentatives in ‘ 
renew the amendment MOREAT 5S. CROS! 
' ‘ m1 ’ . . *vaeident of the 8 
The CHAIRMAN rhe gentleman from Arkansas proposes t erg eestor OF 
13 Daniella 4} . ntl hd ‘om N - Yor} I ae } WILLIAM BALI! 
ield tive minutes to the gentleman from New York. $s there ob} Speake tempore of the House of Re! 
nh 
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ittee will adopt the amendment Mr. PACHECO. I moveto amend by inserting the followin 





Mr. BURROWS. I trust the con 


















































rhe question was taken, and the amendment was agreed t Harbor of San Luis Obispo, California 
The Cler& read tae folowing : Chis is one of our important harbors. I hope the amendment will 
S the nt resolution appro July 20, 1s t ng the c« be adopted. 
f I I , s ( Rox amer ) t wa oreed 1 
: 7 Pt aguas ; . ihe amenadme Was agreed To, 
‘hic oo , I “- ( = oe oe The ¢ le rk read as tollows: 
( } 4 ve in I ‘ t < ror any 
freight « 5 a f so ars when carrving freight Old Town Creek from where it empties into Tombigbee River to opy e Verona 
wane many CA ‘S & ov 20r Overy Cal Mr. REAGAN. Some gentleman has indicated on my bill that Old 
‘ +) ‘ ; ; Y a , ‘ ‘ ' 
’ ir othe ts ( ¢ of $2. « ch sums | w. 7 ; ae . : 
, a 11 a I t I l 1 Stot lown Creek appears in two piaces in the bill. I the retore move to 
’ Sal i i ML €vU ia i ’ 1 A \ i Let ales - i 1 a . 
nd the monthly returns thus made shall be i form, and wit strike out this paragraph and insert the following, which was inad 
cation, as the Secretary of W a CIPS vertently omitted in drawing the bill: 
Mr. WARNER. I suggest that tl! ection should read “‘ not ex- Bear Cree ru ng into t a 
sum of $5 for every iT. Vo not mvpel this railroad The amendment was adopted. 
to charge So for every car. Mr. HENDERSON. I move to amend by insert folk ; 
Mr. PRICE. I have an amendment which will cover it, and | Harbor at Port Hin ia SE ena 
i er atter consultation t the chairma of the | The amendment was agreed to 
! Ce d whicl make this sectio1 rm1 | Sarre : > % 4} 
L wi oo 14 4 aie | ae akc a ae a Mr. WHITE. 1 move to amend by inserting the following 
t cu ittee aesire, it is U BSBLILAS ¢ ye. wma hnser ‘. ‘ 
] thy } T t) ‘ res l ‘ ' ‘ bull 7 , 
ras Oo \ hree, elo! I words cl rs lor every Cal | 
ha amend: 1 no read 
S out th words, “a1 l It ach empt l her 1its ow P Ci auie ivreed ) 
} } ( 1 ‘ 
1 two dollars sn) & { l sel Lhe I reac LOLLOWS 
eu thereo wo-fifths Sur f I W I 
+ ( M 
T} mendment was agreed 
1 ’ YW RT} f}} . ' 
The ¢ lerk re ul t @® TOLLOW Y } Mr WASHBI RN} I offer t 1O iY enament 
\ S \ 3 cause | I ( I r] Ad ( i 
D . f ‘ i t M ) D 
‘ le of C 
2 al a 
Mr. I s tter } \ . 2 1 . 
anaes - Asal of form I mo Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move toamend by striking out the section 
grap st read, simply that 1 1 RUIDEY & S The CHAIRMAN. The whole section has not vet been read: it is 
op} 1 to this bill sna ote against If, being } 
¥ . 1 1 41 Cle read VY ¢ i 
ré I ve hoa 5) it the The Clerl ' } f - 
’ ’ il iwi t , ‘Ss 
t re I tiy Ww ng to V« ry ilvel 
; , “ ale dice ces ee Maunce River fr elaware Bay to M Cu rland Count 
his l St And I do not nea tne pat t O} ntegrity or | INRTT 1 : : ; \ 
; of the Comm sn Clos r But Iam bound to sav Mr. ¢ NEILL Im ymend i [aur d 
1 ) . 1 S, it rtinoere * sh 
here that this bill blossoms with items of which, in my opinion, the inserting Maur 
\ 1 Congress ought to be ashamed. The amendment was agreed to. 
] ve that the pla f preparing these bills and acting on this rhe Clerk read as follow 
ject is open to very serious objections. Iwill mention one | _ Staunton River r Neal, in Campbell ¢ ty, t th of Pig i 
We are constantly told here that the engineers recommend | River, Virginia 
such and such an improvement. Now. that is not quite ac- Mr. REAGAN. I move to amend bystriki out t rd *‘ Tron. 
is not quite just to the engineers. Read the clause in ques- The amendment was agreed to. 
t re: The Clerk read as follows 
’ secretary ¢ War is] ( ec te at his discretion, to canse exan | Roanoke Iiver from Gast North ¢ ro a. to ( Cy 
: ae oe — —w we tol Mr. YEATES. I move to amend by inserting t follow 
e follow rm 3 
| Oregon Ink Dare County, North ( na, and st r the 
No engineers are ted to ¢ ress a pinion | same 
Ip the wisdom or unwisdo i f these provements. The Legislature of orth Carolina is requested this House to 
af 2m ‘ ee } ° 4 : i : 
ir, REAGAN. They do it. adopt this »rovision hrough Oregon Inlet the ters of four o1 
Mr. HAWLEY. They are s » Su wamus, and God knows | five of our large sounds pass to the ocean 
} + ] + } . + } +1 ‘ 2 27 vee . 
else What can be ¢ e to Make the stream navigable The amendment was not agreed to. 
for push-boats, or any Improvement which it is desired shall be made. The Clerk read as follows: 
Phe « iwineer is directed tO got I nha Make some ind of a report. Bar at mouth of Wingate Bay. near Georgetow Sou ( I 
He as! the ple there what they nt ft have done nd the »}] . : . . 
He { oo people the r vhat ey al oO have « , and they tell Mr. RICHARDSON. of South Carolina. I move to amend by strik- 
him that they want to have the stream made so that it can be navi- ine out “* Wingate” and inserting “* Winvah.” 
} . . ’ , , + i It pie aba 1 ne nvyad 
rable for boats so many feet in lenct 1, drawing so many inches, old- or , 
* ee 1 “ - Poe ee eee L- The amendment was agreed to 
fashioned > vheel steamers. p mats, or whatever they n The Clerk 1 d as follows: 
1 1 . - 7 ) ICTR 1% tS 20i10W . 
desire i ineer goes To Wo! to ascertain how it can be done. \ } R \ | 
\ . . + . ) S \ ~ and SS nang ‘ s ¢ #T two \y¢« i i i 
le fine hat » whole thine wou reanire the diecine > canal ou i ( t and ¢ I 
16 I S tne whole thu youl equire The a ing of a canal ’ ’ 1 : 
“ \ 55 5 the county of Clatsop, near mouth of Columbia I er, UT ( 
round some rapids. and if that Jone 34 would cost a mitien of ! 
round son is, and if ¥ s ck l | st a million of . ne 6 EP" -_ . 
1)) } 5 ; } ta ] eas : Mr. WHITEAKER. Phe proper name of one of these rivers 18 
lollars. He makes his reports and prepares his sketches and maps 1 Clarke's R oe: therefore to amend by insert 
; , I larkes iviver. move thereiore to amen y 1ns 





lL nertrn eo ok ‘Lewis and 
showing a compiete survey ‘ 


. . ae ee tar ow 1 66 wis.” 
Mr. TOWNSHEND. of Tlline S. A} d 1lwavs expresses an opinion Ing the yorda ih¢ an l word L iS. 
1 1 . 17 . ‘ The amendment was agreed to 
whether it should be done. The C] ars 
Mr. HAWLEY. He does not express an opinion about it. ne Liers read as Lolows 
mn yarn TAT e 1 » 7 > 1 , Lvr Harlx Ma 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I take issue with the gentleman: 1a esaplomes a a 
the reports of the engineers show that Mr. BRIGGS I move »y amend by inserting the following 
} g 


Mr. HAWLEY. I do not think they all do. | Merrit from Lawrence, Massachnsetts, to Manchester, No 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Hlinois. All that I have read. shir 
M 





r,. HAWLEY. They say what the people want, and what should | This amendm« has been submitted to members of the Committee 
be done if that want is to be gratified; but they do not n all cases | on Commer e, and there is no objection to it. 
say that it oit. For that reason, in my opinion, Mr. KENNA. I hope the amendment will be adopted. 
these repor are quoted, asa general rule, simply to | rhe amendment was agreed to 
show what lent would cost; but the engineers are | Mr. DE LA MATYR. Inow move my amendm to the third sec- 
not to be held the sdom or the unwisdom of the ii . | tion, in line 6 and I ask the Clerk to read i 
pr yvement. The Cler re vd is 10 Ws 

One single point more. Iam not prepared to accept all these en- | Indian River, Florida, at North End, in view « er 1 passage into t 

gineers as good advisers upon these matters, any way as disinter- | Lagoon one-l 
ested advisers, because much of this work is done by civil engineers Mr. DE LA MATYR. Gentlem vho have examined it say it 1s 
employed by the War Department, the regular engineers of the Army | an important matter, and I hope vill be accepted. An immense 





r, t 
being unable to do it all. Now, these civil engineers have the con- | trade in fruit needs to go out t! iy. A small expense will open 


duct of the whole affair, the expenditure of the mot ey appropriated, the way, and I hope this will be permitted to be surveyed. 
and they are employed year after vear 


in spending thismoney. These The amen 





nt act } + 
ment was agreed to. 


civil engineers are like other persons, desiring business and oceupa- Mr. SPARKS. I move to strik t the whole section 
tion, and many of them are willing to spend a million of dollars on The CHAIRMAN. It has not been read through yet 





some improvement, at the rate of a hundred thousand dollarsa year,| Mr.SPARKS. It think it has 

if it will give them employment for ten years. So they are liable to The CHAIRMAN. No; it has not. The Committee on Commerce 

be misled upon this matter as are many others. has reported various amendments to it Ww hich will first be disposed of, 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. and then the Chair will entertain the motion to strike out the entire 





Mr. HAWLEY. I withdraw my amendment. caidas 


ne 


a 


—« 
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H = 
: ‘ PARK I { trike { Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. We w not t thr g 
to-morrow noon if we go on in this way ps e a 
; fhe CHAIRMA) i Cle ‘ { ents he CHAIRMAN. The Chair must obey the rules, a) 
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ( ponsible for ho mg it take 
( ’ Mr. CONGER. I move the fo 9 
D ( sag J I 
i line iment 1oT 
Mr. ALDRIC] ] I e fo ‘ 
‘ i A { 
M AN { i «A “ l t oO?! 
‘ rot : I . z ' ' f 1 d al 
dime | 10} | 
i I ) 
| é f Mr. WARNER I offer fo gy amendme 
RRO t i ’ ( I 
i c 3 ‘ 
: Mr. HORR Mr. ( I feré 5 
e] ) iv t ‘ ) 0 Vi i , ( ) 
+} I f ent ation | 
e Hous 
i | { AIRMAN t rentlem: s : 
( I e the f , he ais ca 
( ] ‘ read t ) ; 
. , Mr. REAGAN S t ( ppeal to 
, v4 ) | { ¢ ‘ Ss 0 le t 31 l 
sua erott sea iments being olfere> | 
Mr. YEATI l order of t Hou he billand k 
| ise wit t her « 
I ( the Levis N M rE. Im sert t 
{ i i 
Mr. VALENTINI Upo ] ean of 
Ir. WHITE I desir 8 that s is O f 
: rivel West P SVLV 
f I ( ‘ Mr. VALENTINI i ho t rds 
t ’ ed at as ¢ I for centleman proceeds ¥ 1 his remarks 
er the ] I ‘ t The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Nebras] 
i ‘ ' ‘ toLio der 
Mr. VALENTINE. I make the point r that this 
S Det vote Lut Liread the co. nit ‘ l { 
: I CHAIRMAN. If 1 . rl the point 
] sao 
Mr. WHITE. Excuse me; it i t+ correct, Mr. ¢ 
\ rime ymendn Vi S$ to prov le f survey trom ti 
’ rive ) 1ts I rhis is for a survey from t I 
Mr. VALENTIN ti nd voted | to the town of Ridgway, quite a different thing 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is a different 
I HAIRMAN tt ( ea 3, for ) Mr. WHITE. In reference to this matter I wish to 
ras Cries of * \ oe!” “Vote!’ (his river is one on wh 
M KATES ‘ 1 ; ; 
Mr. RUSSEI M I rise to oppose 5 end , 
Che | 1) ( re l dred and i ( . @ 
i tit M { ‘ t I W TKS wna if we A at a 
or e fo ition of a great « 
tr t 4 Tee ( l ive so nit 1 
the ] top he { 
Mr. YEATES. Iw ww tha e waters of Albemarle, ( sur 
I Croa S ds go through that ‘ to 5 
ocean I f irtance to all that section of tl 
t ‘ t t fert n North Caro i ‘ 
I ‘ d there were— es 2 t 
sO i i a4 
Mr. WILLI If t objec n tot endm« Is 
up | { La hte I ‘ av of me ] t ‘ 
S ( 
Lan ty Laughter 
Mr. BURRO\ Mr. CLYMER. I want to giv CKS a ¢ 
l na { ihe amendme v it agre 1 
h RD. I Mr. WILSON. I! re now t ive the fourth sect 
( I i 
x | ‘ PQ « 3 4 ag 27 I CHAIRMAN It v be re t proper t 
So en , Mr. SPARKS. 1 mo t ‘ the third s 
Mr. McCOID 1} et i sh to say a word 1 that connectior 
. ry > eat trouvie in these rivet id I I rvbillis arisesl 
: ns dentical in import with the section now unde! s 
« + ; + ‘ + 
Lite " SOME ¢ no the « uttee, 1) erat By this section authority is given to survey a 
ouer t Cit nm tf ane i S t 4 ype temptible | ttle creeks and tterly seless irbors that wel t 
The « ee ci ed na I ’ CS 0 e present bill, notorious and objectionable as it is for a : 
NO Ul wa oe of all propriety and constitutional restriction, would now be disca 
Mr. TALBOT ove the following from it, yet being brought in here simply for survey a! L report 
oan | : ur ywed to go through. Now I warn gentlemen that if tais § 
rhe committee divide and there were—aves 12, noes 37 t ; allowed to remain as a part of the bill these creeks a il 
So the amendment was rejected bors will b ites urging appropriations for them at th 








Mr. SPARKS. My mot is to the sectio1 Ss in the xt Congress, and they will then and there, ' 
The CHAIRMAN. Amendment tion must first be voted | this system of omnibus legis! yn that s sanctioned the s 3 Ol 
ol ke creeks and harbors the present bill, come in for a share , 
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neral plunder. At least such has been the experience of the past, 
d there is nothing that gives promise for the future that a like 
liey will not be pursued. I hope the section will be stricken out. 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. As the gentleman did not occupy the entire 


ve minutes, I wish to occ upy the remainder of it. 
The ( HAIRMAN. The ore ntleman has not vit lded the tloor. 
Mr. SPARKS. 1 have coneluded what I wish to say, and do not 
’ eld to anybody. 


Mi VAN VOORHIS. I have aright to oceupy the balance of the 
ve minutes. 

fhe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has not the right. The gentle 
' might move an amendment, if he so desires, and under tl le 
e would have five minutes. 
“Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Then I move to strike out the fifth line. I 

sh to say that it costs money to make these surveys. The last river 
nal arbor bill ordered about one hundred andtwenty ofthem. Thess 
cost $150,000. Now, out of these one hundred and twenty surveys there 
vere only about four that were of any use whatever, which have bee: 
n¢ porated inthis bill. We have already a provision made foreighty 








s printed bill, and probably twenty more have been added. It 
| take $100,000 for these surveys. Why do we want 
surveys at all? Here is “ Bear Creek” that is to 





larce expense. “Old Town Creek” is to be survey 
expense. Corsica Creek, Dog Island Harbor, ‘ 
inder heaven is to be surveyed and at the expense of the United 
States! I hope the motion of the gentleman from Illinois will be 
adopted. ; 

{ withdraw my amendment. 





every ot 


*hiy ? 
Ton ‘ 


r 














The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of tl n 
1} y } } st lh xx} } 
from Illinois [Mr. Sparks] to strike out the whole of 
tion. 
The motion was not agreed t 
Che Clerk read the fourth and last section ot the bill,as follows 
> 1. That for the exam itions and surveys herein provided for and for inci 
ental repairs of | h the 4 pec appropriation, the sum ot 
£100,000 is hereby a l,out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
ppropriated ; al very case where examinations or surveys are made, the re- 
port thereon shall ud nformation concerning the commercial importance 
present and prospective, of the provement contemplated thereby, and such gen 
il con ercial stat Sex t ( W ia proc 
Mr. SPARKS. I e out the four etic 
| 1otion to strike out wa 
: 1 
UPDEGRAFTP, of Iowa In ( liter t é 
cting clause and subs ite Ww t 





"REAGAN. Does the gentleman wish to have that acted on 





Mr. UPDEGRAFF, of Iowa. I desire it to be acted on now. Ido 
t to occupy any tin 


The Clerk read as follows 





Strike ont allafter the enacting clause and ert the follow 
That $7,000,000 be und here appropriated, out ¢ } 
freasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expender 1 t directio1 the 
Secretary of War in the provement of the rivers and harbors of the ted 
states 


Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee rise and report the bill 
and amendments to the House 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. WARNER. I give notice that I reserve the right to call the 


yeas and nays on ¢ 






y amendments. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. BLACKBURN having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union had had under con 
sideration the bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the 
construction, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works 
on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes, and had instructed him 
to report the bill and amendments to the House with the recommen- 
dation that the amendments be concurred in and the bill passed. 

Mr. REAGAN. Imovethe previous question on the bill and amend- 
ments. 

The previous question was ordered 

Mr. KENNA. I move toreconsider the vote by which the previous 
question was ordered; and also move that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed t 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [I ask unanimous consent that the adjournment 
be till twelve o’clock. 

rhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The House has al 
when it adjourns to-day ‘t be to meet at \ oc] : 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Was there a reconsideration 

The SPEAKER pro t npore. The Clerk informs the Chair that 
motion to reconsider was made and laid upon the table. 

The motion of Mr. ReaGan Was agreed to; and accordingly (at two 
o'clock and fifteen minutes a. m., Thursday, February 17) the House 
adjourned until Thursday at eleven o'clock a. n , 








PETITIONS, ET( 
lhe following petitions, memorials, and other papers were laid on 


the Clerk’s desk, under the rule. and referred as follows, viz 


By the SPEAKER: The petition ot the National Division of Sons | Also, the petition « 


RECOKLD—HOUSE. 1OS7 























ot Temperan 6, representing sixty thousand mem rs, for a ¢ stitu 
tional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic 
beverages throughout the national doma to the Select Committee 
on the Alcoholic Liquor Traftic. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Missouri, against the passage of the 
irgeons bill to the Committee on Invalid ‘ensions 
. BALLOU: The petition of the National Supreme Co 
3 of Honor Temperance, representing 21,000 1 bers. 
stitutional a l I i sale 
hol } ‘ ‘ t] 
nw d 
ne pet ( ane ( 
SSI ‘ rt 
Sa 
petit of Charles M. Hendspet 
si tte Pensions 
j tion of David Dows & ( , Jesse H A 
Co., and othe: ers t] v York Produce Exchange, t i 
appropriation fol ( \ ( f Gowanus Ba tot ( 
tee on Commerce 
By Mr. BURROWS t CitiZe 3 of Mic i 
Income-t i to ( W Lys | Mean 
Also, the petition of « ens of Michigan, that the Bure Agi 
culture be i b Vepartme to the Co ttee on Ag ire 
Also, the petition of « ens of Michigan, for the ame ent of 
3 Lo ee on Pate 3 
( Michig or the re of i 
nm erce iitee Oo numer 
petit of Mich for legisla he 
erstate to the same committec 
» petition of citizens of Michigan, that the Bureau of Agri 
»made a department—to the Committee on Agricultur 
tition of citizens of Michigan, for the amendment of 
aws—to the Committee on Patents 
petition of citizens of Michigan, for an it ta 





ttee « Ways and Meat 











petition of C. W. Davis and others, cit of Fenton 
ligan, for a commission of inquiry concerning t alcoholic 

to the Select Committee onthe Alcoholic L r Traftic 

By Mr. CABELL: The petition of A. L. Burwell, to be refunded 
certain taxes illegally collected from him by United States revenue 
otlicials—to the Committee on Ways and Means 

By Mr. CALKINS: The petition of Pine Lake Grange, I for 
the amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents 

Also, the petition of the same, that the Commissioner of Agri ture 
be made a Cabinet oflicer—to the Committee on Agricu re 

Also, the petition of the same, for an income-tax law—to the Com 
mittee on W ays and Means. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The the Na ul T rance 
society, for the prohibition of T I i sa f all alco 
holic beverages in the District of Columbia—to the Select Committee 


on the Alcoholic Liquor Traftic. 
sy Mr. CONGER: The petition of citizens of Lenawall Junction, 
of inquiry | 
traftic—to the Select Committee on t! ic Liq 
By Mr. CONVERSE: The petition of Jonathan L. Jones, for com 


»Government durin 





pensation for use, by the 
of armor for vessels and other war structure to 
War Claims 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of ex-soldiers, of Chickasaw County, 
lowa, against the passage of Senate bill No. 49s—to the Committee o1 
Invalid Pensions 

ByMr. DUNNELL: Memorial of the Legislature of Minnes 
ing for appropriations for the improvement of the Mississippi | 


to the Committee on Commere 


~ 








Also, the petition of the Temperance Union of Minnesota, for a 
constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sa rf 
allalecoholic beverages throughout the national domain—to the S 
Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

Mr. FRYE: The petition of the Grand Division Sons of T 
of the State of Maine, for a commission of Inquiry concel ny 
leoholic liquor traftie—to the Select Committee on the A ic 
r Traftic 
y Mr. GIBSON : The petition ol the officers and it vers of the 
Iixchange and from 293 citizens of Memph bennessee, 
that the health-u spection service be made permane! il ts scope 
enlarged—to the Select Committee on the origin, introductic and 
prevention of Epidemic Diseases in the United States. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of citizens of Nashville, Tennesse 
and others, for building locks and dams on the Cumberland River 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition ol J. Har son Johnson, chairman 


of the South Washington (District of Colu a) Improvement and 
Protective Association, for the removal of the causeway t Long 
Bridge, and for a union depot in the city of Washington—to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: Resolutions of the New York State Merino Sheep 


Breeders’ Association, favoring the passage of the Eaton tarifi-com- 








mission bill—to the ¢ ttee on Ways and Means 
I rhompsou and others, for the passage of 


none ae 


meen FT 


Ame 


a 


aon 


Sa Sa el 


ae nee B 
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: — 
' ttre ‘ o 4 ta Gor Granger Post, G1 Army of | By Mr. JOHN 8. RICHARDSON : rhe petition of the Gran: D 
i +} . to the Con ++ Mist Af | ion Sons of Temperance of South Carolina, of similay 1 port , " 
; at LORING : The petition of the Massachusetts Temperance same committee. 
; , alk : Se ent 4 re hit the manufacture By Mr. ROBESON: The petition 0: the Grand Lodge of Gor 1 
mend . ~ sai ne 7 ont the nat I ‘ I | plars of New Jé rsey, 10r a constit itional amer dment to rol re 
ect Committe. the A Liquor T1 manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages t] rougt 
M MAGINNIS etitic { ! Montana, i L the | tionai domain to the same committee. . 
( ittee o1 Pa By Mr. ROBINSON: The petitio t Massa setts 7] 
i |} ance Alliance, for a commission of inquiz neerning ‘ 
Mr. EDWARD MA ] J tit { e \ ngt quor traflic—to the same committee. = ; 
J ‘ ( eoftheM t ky pal ¢ for} by Mr. THOMAS RYAN: The petit of Kansas soldic 
: on ai ( ohe ior ti to| the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee o 
the ( J Ir Pe S s 
( l | j M SIMONTON: JT of Sons of Ten perance ] 
~ ‘ ( 4 essee, for onstitutic« iment to prohibit the manufac 
( | sale of all alcoholi hroughout the national do 
4 2. s 7 é t Pa |} to the Select Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Trafi 
aw: ent of pat » the ¢ tee | by Mr. A. HERR SMITH: The petition of citizens of Penns 
Pat against the extension of tl John A. Cummings pate for in 
} me Ss irtificial gums nd } ates—to the Committe ( P 
) ( Also, resolutions adopted at a mee ¢ of sugar refiners, im) 
\\ M i brokers of New Y« rela g e collect f the « 
é I s to the Cc 1 ee ¢ Ways and Means 
j te « ) J M STONE: The pe on of Frank Bb. Cass ado74 « ere 
be ( ‘ ( I ( ens Detroit, Michigan, for a commission of i cones 
\ Met ] ‘ I t ilcohe ql tral Oo e Sele Con te \ 
Cast or é Liquor Traftic. 
( A ( re Als the peti ( i I iH ind ol otners ‘ B ( 
( ‘ i I I ( 20 ers, ¢ ens of M a I 1S 1 
Miss l ( é purchasers of } nted articles » the ¢ ni on |] 
( ‘ ('< r . the pet 10n of esa e parties, t it the SS 
\ ot Geor ( extens ‘ 11 ire be made ; f eI e Preside s Cabinet ( 
‘ ) mpads te my wit they Visions of t ri mittee on Agricultur 
( mittee the Public Lands |} Also, the petitions of E. E. Jones and 25 others, a B. F.G 
MCKINLEY ihe pet oO! f the Saint Paul’s Methodist | ger and 22 others, citizens of Micl lor the passage of 
Ky ‘ rehof De I hio, for aconstitutional amendment to | tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
ture and sale of all alcoholic beverages throug | Also, the petitions of V. D. Smith and 2s others, and of 
Select ¢ mittee t Ale Granger and 22 others, citizens of Michigan, for appropriate leg 
i I m on the subject of interstate commerce—to the Committee 
e | : a Le! ( I Ass i ( hninerce. 
( é tme1 ‘ rol y e mal cture Mr. EZRA Lb. TAYLOR: Two petitions of citizens of O 
t ting beverages the District of ( m bi: t similar import—to the same committee. 
committec | Also, two petitions of citizens of Ohio, for the passag 
} MITCHELI The petit lem] f H ol come-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means 
the ‘ 1 i the manutacture na sale i Also, two petitions of citizens of Ohio, for the amendment 
eve ore the District of ¢ mbia—to the same m- | patent laws—to the Committee on Patents 
} Also, two petitions of citizens of Ohio, that the Bureau of A 
| \ MORRISON: The } I’, Manstield, of Saint Le 3, | e be made a department—to the Committee on Agricultur 
M ri, for the abolition « t : triction matches—to the | by Mr. TYLER: The petition of the Temple of Honor and 17 
Committee on W and Mean | perance, for the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of 
] Mr. MORS i i I i vars, of B | holie } erages inthe District of Columbia—to the Select Com: 
( M ‘ ‘ ol ( I ( t leoholi« Liq ior Traffic. 





the sar committee | By Mr. J.T. UPDEGRAFF: The petition of Saint Paul’s Met 


















Mr. MULLEI] ( i. Sa : é | dist scopal church, of Delaware, Ohio, of similar import 
Cor I | Pensions ; sau ommiuttee. 

By Mr. MURCI Che } tion of the Grand Division Sons of Te | Also, the petition of D. Mumma and 161 others, citizens of Bel 
ye of Mains e prohit f the n f ¢ sale | County, Ohio, for the amendment of the patent laws—to the | 
ak ‘ e is tot ( umb t select Con | mittee o1 Patents. 

nitt A ] Ira | By Mr. VANCE: The petition of W. H. Ellis and others, for a pos 

By Mr. MYERS: The petit George Thomps er | route from Linville Cove to Cranberry Forge, North Carolina—tot 

in ers M s, West Vir a, against the passage i tine Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
Bent ‘ to the Committee on Invalid Pensio1 | by Mr. WARD: The petition of Job H. Jackson and others, 

] I NEV ERRY | 1 on of citizens of M ran, for ens of Chester County, Pennsylvania, for a commission of 
the ; endime I patent Ss 80 as to protect innoct pu concerning the alcoholic liquor trate to the Select Committ 
chase I tenter ‘ to the ( mimittee on Patent j 1 e Alcoholic Liquor Traftic. 

A f the me parties, for the regulati f te Also, the petition of the Grand Temple of Honor of Pennsylva 
state ere 1 Committee on Commerce for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sa 

By Mr. O'NEILI Che petition of the Progressive Division Sons | of all alcoholic beverages throughout the national domain—to t 
f Temperance, of } idelp!] Pennsylvania, for tm constitutiona same committee. 
amendment to ] the manufacture and sale of all alcoholi By Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of the Temperance | 
beverages thir tion dor I » the Se Committee | Minnesota, of similar import—to the same committee. ’ 
on the Alcoholic I I ra Also, the petition ol the Sons of Temperance of Minnesota, 1 

by Mr. OSMER: The tit ‘ ‘ eaty and 26 others, cit- | commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trath« 

ens of Pennsylvania, ag st 1 passage of Senate 1 No. 496—to | same committee. 
the Committee on Invalid Pens By Mr. WEAVER: The petitions of E. J. Whitehead, of Bioot 

I Mr. OVERTO Phe tit of Captain Daniel Meehan and * tield, New Jersey, and 6,000 others, and of O. L. Doolittle and l 
othe diers of Bradford ( ntv, Pe svivania, of sil I ort others, asking Congress not to refund the public debt, but to pay 
to tl me committee. | same—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Steple rleas ind 21 other Pennsylvania By Mr. WILLIS: The petition of Newcomb, Buchanan «& ‘ 
soldiers, against the passage of Senate No, 40% to the same cor against the passage of House bill No. 6460,and in favor ol Hous 
mates bill No. 4839, relating to the manufacture of vinegar—to the same 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of the National Temperance Society, | committee. 
for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the manufacture and sale} By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of E. Steel and others, citizens 0! 
of all aleoholic beverages throughout our national domain—to the | Almont, Michigan; of William P. Baird, H. F. Horten, and others, ‘ 
Select Committee on the Aleoholic Liquor Traffic. izens of Allica, Michigan; and of Rev. T. G. Potter, Rev. William A. , 


By Mr. RAY: The petition of W. A. Willis and7 others, soldiers of | Pratt, and others, citizens of Lapeer, Michigan, for a commissi0! 
the war of the rele n,of New Hampshire, of similar in port—to | inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafi e—to the Select Com: 

the same committee | tee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traftic. 
W. D. Logsdon anda 


by Mr. REED: The petition of the Good Templars of Maine, for| By Mr. WILSON: The petition of Captain 
} } } i } ; } r , . - Lanate 
the prohibition ot nanufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages | 100 other soldiers, of West Virginia, against the passage of Senate 
in the District of ¢ bia—to the same committee. bill No. 496—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 














ANADECOTAN AT 
CUNUGHESSLUN AL 
__ j = ain am 
Mr. WISE: The petitions of the Boards of Trade of Indianapo- 
Indiana, and Oswego, New York: of the Chamber of Commerce of 
\{i]waukee id ise onsin, and of the Produce Exchange « i. eee 


Caroli , 10r he passage ol a iaw to peovent: the adulterati 





( nd « ‘n the United States to the Committee on —. 
1 . 

« e petition of members of the Produce | nge of New 

— iI —to the same committee 





-YOCUM: The » petition of L. N. Weaver and others, citizens 
tre County, Pennsylvania, fo1 income-tax law to the Com- 
Ways and Means. 

e pe tition of A. A. Dale ar 
evlvania, that the Commissioner ¢ 
ficer—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

he petition of Leonard Rhone and othe rs, citizens of Centre 

, Pennsy! vania, for a revision of t 

1 Patents. 
Cc ASE Y YOUNG: The petition o 
: of "ten nper ance of Tennessee, tor the ] 
re and sale of all alcoholic beverages 11 


‘ ’ ‘ + ry +t] » 4 
—to the Select Committee on the Al 








IN SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, February 16, 1551. 








e Sen met at eiever ’rayer | Chapla 
J. J. BULLOCK, D. D. 
Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 1 approved. 
I MAC LONG BRIDGE. 
e\ es NT laid before the Senate a letter from 
issioners of the District of Columbia, traz iitting, in response 
resolution of the 14th instant report of the damage done to 
L idge 1] in the Potomac, and whether in 
he same not be adopted that will diminish 
ty of itv hereafter; which was re- 
Com! iLoiump und ordered to 





XECUTIVE 
VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
tary of the Interior, transmitting a communication from the Aud- 


f Railroad Accounts, setting 1 facts and figures which in his 




















cement require an amendment of the sinking fund act of May 7, 
-7s, so far as relates to the Central Pacitic Railroad Company ; which 
8 erred to the Com tte t} i a ina ordered to be 
L¢ he Secretary of the 
he Commissioner of 
al appropriation to 
I ings tor the current 
‘ il vear vhich w 
. HILL, of Colorado, presented a petition of citizens of Durango, 
\ P lata County, Colorado, praying for the establishment of a new 
nd district and that the office for said district shall be located i 
» city of Durango; which was referred to the Committee on P ablic 
nds 
Mr. EATON presented the petition of E. L. Pe ot New York, 
¢ for the extension of his patent on monitor rafts; which was 


{ ae to the Committee on Patents. 
. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of the Grand 
rdge of Good Templars of W isconsi I al 
oustitutional amendment to prohibit t 
alcoholic beverages through 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. hm OGAN presented resolutions of the Board of Trade of Chicago, 
, favoring an appropriation for the construction of a harbor of 
. fuge in Mi lwaukee Bay, on the west side of Lake Michigan; which 
s referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
lr. WINDOM presented the petition of the Woman’s Christian 
perance Union of Minnesota, « lly signed, praying for a con- 
tutional amendment to prohibit inufacture and sale of all 
hholic beverages throughout our national domain; which was 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Du- 
th, Minnesota, favoring an increased appropriation for the eomnpie- 
of the harbor of refuge at Grand M. arais, for the establishmen 
light at that harbor, and for a survey of the port at the boun- 
line and at Beaver Bay; which was referred to the Committee 
Commerce. ; 
Mr. PLATT presented a joint oor neon rd of the Legislature of Con- 
ticut ; which was read, and referred + » Committee on Naval 
lairs, as follows: 





signed, praying for 


















STATE OF CONNECTI T, OFFICE ( S TA Sra 


Senate joint resolution No. : 


Vhereas by invitation of C 





manufacture and sale of 












by deed of gift, to the United States a tract of the river Tha 
purposes; and 
Whereas the Go yon tl 
crading the grounds ses, & 
Whereas C ress at ‘ n of 
g to be used as a dt 
( pieter 
W hereas 
irge a l ‘ = ‘ 
j th { Ss ( 
equested eX revel 
of said v t fro . 
Res os ‘ 
etarv of St ‘ Cc 
Passed F* 
STA ( 
( ‘Ss . 
I hereby « t t of record in this ¢ 
In tes ) I 1 aflixed t 
State at H I A.D 





EPORTS ¢ COMMITTEES 


Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on ¢ ms, to whom was referred 








the b Ss. No. ] I reiei I P. Williams, reported 
without amendment, at ubmitted a report thereon: which was 
rder ed to be pl noted. 

Mr. GROOME, from tl Committee to whom was re 
erred the bill (S. No. 2059) for the rel Yates and oth 
ers, rt rted i dment a report thereon 

hich was ordered to be printed. 





Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re 
ll (H. R. No. 4434) for the relief of Mrs. Martha Bridges 


4 ¥ } ] 
lerred ev 





of Bartov County, Georgia, reported it without amendment, and sub 
een report thereon; 1 h was ordered to be printed. 


HAR RIS, from the Comn 1ittee on Claims, to whom was referred 
1G “Dill H. R. No. 1996) for the relief of W. A. Reid, reported it w ith 
out amendment,a bmitted a report thereon ; which was ordered 
to eo 
Mr. EATON, 1 the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whon 
was referred the b ll (H. R. No. 1359) for the relief of Louis P. Di 
Cesnola, late consul at Cyprus, reported it without amendment 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 2705) for the relief of Joseph 





Clymer, of Texas, re ported it without amendment, and submitted 
report thereon ; which as ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McMILLAN. lainieneiia member of the Committee on Claims 
to note my dissent from the report just submitted by the Senator 


from Wisconsin. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Select Committee to examine the se 
Ll branches of the Civil Service, to whom was referred the bill (S 
No. 2006) to regulate and improve the « rice of the United 


States, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report there 





on; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ALLISON. Iam instructed by the Committee on Finat » to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. Ni 1) for the relief of vill iam 
hk. Wilmer, to report it favorably, a d as it will take but a moment 
I ask unanimous consent for its present consideration. If it takes 


more than a moment, I shall not press 


Mr.'TELLER. I propose to object to« 


1 + ot 1 } 
‘ nntil there ligy ‘ ‘ on ¢ +h 

a eet I t 32 Gispos on te ) é 
K, UDI A I ba LO >| Ai 


. ‘ ' 
, [do not care whether 
s¢ + 1 > ‘ ’ 
takes aml 


Calendar. 





The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill w Il be placed on the Calendar 
Mr. ALLISON. I appeal to my friend to withdraw his objectio 
Mr. TELLER. I enter an objection at this time. 

The VICE- PRE SIDE NT. The consideration of the bill is obje Tec 


t 


to, and it will go on the Calendar. 
Mr. MCPHERSON, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whon 
was referred the bill (S. No. 2002) to regulate the promotion of mid 


shipmen and cade t-engineers, and establish the grade of sub-assist 
ant engineer in » Navy, re] rted it without amendment. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom the subject was r 
ferred, reported a joint resolution (S. R. No. 161) authorizing Com 
modore Rk. W. Shufeldt, the United States Navy, to acce 
sword, a Persian carpet l other articles from the Sultan of Z 
bar; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. ALLISON, from the Committee on Appropriations, to 
was referred the bill 
tifications and other works of defense, and for the armament thereof 
for the fiscal year ending June 39, 1882, and for other purposes, r 


ported it with amendments 





hm « 


Mr. WHYTE, from the Committee on Navai Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. No. 4607) for the relief of Passed Assistant 


Engineer Absalo Kirby, of tl Navy, reporte t without amend 
ment. 
{MUS SHIP-CANALS 
Mr. EATON. The Committee on Foreign Relations have instructe 








me to offer a resolution: which I desire to have read, printed, and 
laid on the table. 

rhe resolution was read, as follows 

Resolved bu the Se L Jil fj atives, d Tha ¢ terests ¢ 
the people of the 1 tates of America and the welfare and seeurity of the 
Government are 80 involved in the subject of the construction of ship-canais and 
other ways for tl I g vessels across the isthmus con 
necting North and & ‘ Government ¢ ed States } 





H. R. No. 6529) making appropriations for for- 


ah 


ow 
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; . - $$$ _ alia 
: ‘ 
? mittee to report at the ne €gislative sess vf : 4 
; f ndition precede : - wing it tosit during the summer recess. licoree 
‘ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ have to be renewed at the exe itive sessix ev gen 
pate & : .' the 4th of Marc! | 
Mr. WINDOM I desire t é tie that res Mr. DAVIS, of est Virg do t t . 
’ et rs + ‘ ‘ + “ i rit | Tl I he + + ( ) S ler t] a ¢ 1est oO a é é 
‘ ‘ I . S Mr. HOAR. Certa y ve l 
‘ that bie Mr. DAVIS, of West Virgir Howeve el ! { 
Phe VICE-PRESIDE)? ! ‘ a t Is 
‘ ed 
Mr I t t 
Mr. KERNA t t M: of West Virg ’ I think ven 
ai r, hatt s mae Ny My sident. I wis to state. 1 
I I ( ‘ ‘ « Lil ial KI ww, I iT ] i avt rent pDpos ad TI TrAais Yr 4 . 
P, ‘ | ] nmittees; but I shall favor this « his pens an} 
Sc Wo ‘ ( ( a 1 ol t sco { st I Lil t every! 
| ‘ I ‘ Stat ‘ ested « el y of reé 5 a] sion or p r ta 
l n Ww I rment ought to be looked int 
' M r ' ] ‘ evet t & 4 rect ind ft t reme es 
' i} ed by ! : P { 
\ { a ds . 
. ( Ky ( tee i A ] ( f ma aueselr 
té ‘ é I ( < rht t ive sions Ww ) e wa ng the ce 7 
¥ , ‘ 4 A DT’ ) ri 
on Oflice d I have as t doub r the otber proposit 
‘ dered to be printes . ; here are persons rece ¢ pensions ho ought n 
Mr. EATON e ¢ t boreign ik $s, Te] é the ind Is ested to my iriend 1 Kansas 
rie te } ( to thes ar ( yy) I which has bes ul and v¥ ] is accepted 
Lio | \ relerre Ct¢ : A ppro} ‘ A I vould state THe senator ft it l ist DI bal 
cle O be printes a still further amendment making prov sion for pa 
Mr. BAYARD, fr Committee on ] ce, reporter en expense, for I k the expense v be bu ttle. ther: 
tended to be pr to th dry civil appropriation bill; | tending this on. There should be some provis 
vl as referres ( ee on Appropriatio \ orderes ne 1t expense know of no better v tha . ' 
4 — ar A] Vy p> ] n nt yi that _ : be ye : , mis el . 
) d Mr. SAUNDERS ed amendm A ‘ed | the contingent fund of the Senate. 
d em respectively to the bill (H.R. No, 7101) ma Phe VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will by 
, ropriations tor the legisiative, executive, a1 yuda Mr. DAVIS, of West Viz I I think a thous dd 
enses of the Government for the fiscal vear ending June = nd | ; entire expenst 
er purposes ; W were referred to the Committee « ‘ re Mr. INGALLS. Th f ‘ is bee e] 
riations d ordered to be printed it modified in accordance th t suggest 
Mr. BROWN and Mr. BAILEY mitted amendr t I VICE‘PRESIDENT I resolutio 
ed b he respectively to the 1 H. R. No. 7104 kit oe 
priat sik 1 strut ) co pie 0 I I a preserva The ¢ it ( ? rr s ti ) 3 
f certa oT ‘ eI harbors ie other p OSES : 2 
di i » 
wel I ‘ ‘ 1 ci I tt (¢ ( ‘ al rae y 63 Sy t ! : 
printed, uso send f . vapers, admit 
Mr. HARRIS e endes oe, pede gamer eget apace tr ly eens 
, — - 1 A ( su ) 
tine H.R. N mas ippropriations to p © for nof the Ser r easures art 
@ ¢ t es ot OV I ( I ‘ Dist ct « ci l I 1 3 ea vd ’ i f 
cal ve ‘ June ==? and f othe r} 3 ! ‘ i 8 3 ‘ 
eferred to the ¢ Dist of ( mil orders mt 
be printes Mr. WITHERS. I had designe ca » tort 
Mr. BAILEY endme end s the Senatethe bill No. 496, reported from the Committee « 
he was referred e@ ( of v h was to provide for precisely the same res 
Oftice dl osed resolution seeks to attain. I do not know 
i 314 Ppl _ ion, however, to the adoption of this resolut 
, NGALLS I ‘ reaolut ch I offeres " quiry may be made during the recess with ample 
‘ ‘ yNmittes¢ to devote t emselves exclusivels Lo I 
, ] Pawn 2 nore Seen en this subiect If they can devise ai schel : 
‘ a ; ; to supjyect. i they n i ise any ecu 
; ( ‘ r eee oe ° AT) evils that are now admitted to exist, I shall be’ 
a : aac know the fact. If the Senate adopt this reso 
7 ; , sha of course assume that is the desire of 5 
' : : that no further action shall be had in that direction dur 
‘ a ole 
a nt ¢ wr 7% ¢ te the ‘ stment of ent session of this body. 
at HOXT sé n of the Senate, by bill or othe: Mr. GARLAND. With the purposes of this resolut I 
Lo sé the ea t ‘ puca- | s pathize; but I wish to ask the Senator from Kansas this 
ee - : . ei tion: What obstacle is there in the way of giving thisa 
‘ A ‘ ‘ A ‘ 7s ‘> wake S “1 the ( mittee on Pensions? 
ee ; t { ay rie reporter Mr. INGALLS. There will be no Committee on Pensions al 
ihe ( ‘ : ‘ ! a sul di ‘ : a adjournment oi the present session of the Senate 
res ‘ abc ‘ Mr. GARLAND. That may be, or may not be. 
t t ( t t t Mr. INGALLS. As a matter of fact, there will be nos 
ok ess *®3') tee after the adjournment of this session until committees s 
; ie S ‘ , ver Ber py nr ‘ 7 appointed at some quent session. 
ed rity t nort at the f Mr. GARLAND. But we have voted down all p1 S 
y . . { m ! special committees, as stated by the Senator from West \ 
and W eI am very desirous to see this exami! yn tal 
h INGALLS ] the Se West | am upon princi rather opposed to appointing 
\ i my ‘ es of t case tter Mr. BLAIR course we all sympathize with purpos 
‘ eso ! rehe vi the I its adoption now is e 
‘ el le | ts st re shall be no further act 
tuted an ct } the Senate bill which has been perfected with great 
Mr. HOAR, I sire to make » the tor from Ka ere | ; creat expenditure of time by the Pensions Committ 
technical suggest Chis resolution now ¢ applies to what lit previously existed, and in which investigation the honorable 5 
tle recess there may be between the adiour lent of the Senate on | tor who moved this resolution participated, and prep 
the 3d of March and the convening of a new session on t i I | of which bill the same Senator was quite active, 
ippose it is really meant to apply to the summer recess proves 2nd has so admitted her on the floor of t aut 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Vi I did not unders dthe& tor llis now pending. At the time the discussion arose © 
from Massachusetts. What was his suggestio taken place at the present session, it was moved the tor , 
Mr. HOAR. I suggested that the resolution shot rect com- | amendment to the pension appropriation bill; but it 1s pending 
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bills that can possibly engage its attention, the one which I | 
roduced, I design to move as a substitute for the measure of | 
i I ] have been infor ed | 
i imined it that 
I opyections 
committee 
‘ tment of the com- 
y postpone all pos- 
en plated that this } 
ter other than 
ration for at ast 
, ofthe Senate. It 
( this resolution that 
ect-matter be 
rey ns il { hould be | 
ted mover of the res 
‘ Pensions Committee himseli 
cannot be si pposed tha the ce nittee appointed under this 
solution, a committee of three, VW | likely to arrive at any all- 
ent results from those which are represented by the bill that was 
rted by the Committee on Pensions, known as Senate LNo, 49 
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t I believe, however that might be, that action at the present 
ht to be arrived at. 


ssion of Con y 
vself have received many letters from soldiers in all parts of the 
’ 


} f+ Thif here thev live 
ted States, or those portions of the United States where they live, 
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ress is attainable and that it ous 


\ postponement of this bi 





ngly insist 





»y the Senator from Kansas 

















llbe allowed to ow, and I do not think 
invthing ot it time will be likely to 
satistactory at 
In revard to the other yested that if this mat 
3 to be investig t allit be left to the Pension Committee, 
} { irther Su restion has bee ( tl t there is to be no Pen- 
Committee in existence after the 4th of March until a new one 
uted. Ever iber of the Senate well understands that the 
es of the S« will be immediately al pointe l upon the 
r of the session of the Senate to consider executive business if 
o other purpose. 
Mr. HOAR. Onur « mittees die with the sessio: 
Mr. BLAIR. They do not die with the existence of the session if 
are charged with any special duty or investigation during the 
itio? they then exist until the next session, but at the 
he committees, to be sure, might be remodeled, might b 


) 
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tos 
-, 


lire will permit 


sl] am perhaps misinformed, is it not true that the ec: 
{this body terminate with every Se€Sslon, SO that if the 





the Pensions Committee were authorized to pursue ¢ 
stigation in vacation it we | ( | 
Mr. BLAIR. Ido not understand that that changes the nature « 
1e subject at all. It might be, and be entirely consistent with the 
g to make, that the committees expire 
Admit that to be s for I will not 
ssue or undertake to advocate any special theory in that 


regular Pensi Committee make this 








th the close of each session. 





ist necessarily be constituted at the com- 


enc session, because it will be called upon to 
id as other committees? For that reason 
t tituted at the commencement of the next 
Sit ust as well consider this subject as any 





larly why may it not as well, since the 


nnel likely to compose a special committee would probably be 





nade up of individuals who lately have left the Pensions Committee 
nd who have considered this same subject and arrived at conclusions 
nit? 
lt hat there is no occasion, in the first place, for post 








matter for two years, because the adoption of this 
8 ne to that, and many applicants for pension will die 
‘anwhile, and immense sutiering will exist all over this country in 
nsequence of the inaction of the Senate and of the other bran« h of 
neress. To take this ec urse Will be equivalent, as I said before , LO 
lecision of the Senate that there shall be ne remedy sought or { 
ied by the present Congress; and if it is to be done, I fo1 my own 
rt see no reason in the world—certainly none has yet been ad 
ed—why the regular Pensions Committee should not bi charged 
th the investigation of what is its own peculiar and special busi 
ess, that for which it was created, for which it exists, and but for 
hich it has no excuse whatever for existence. 
Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, there seems to be adi position on the 
rt of Senators who have favored Senate bill No. 496 to discuss the 
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here was no othe1 

wn, and as if a great necessity had arisen that their viewsshould be 
opted. Now, I wish to notify the Senators that there ar 
the Senate who entertain very different views from those enter- 


tained by gentlemen who desire to have that bill ingrafted in the 


iws of this country 


uestion just as though 


i fy view o7 1 
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persons 


} T ; { ; 

' A Si COLI st 

ness ot p! st t ) 
some othe v i 

} ve 

Dave Ve 1G 

S ty-surgeons | 























LV written ] I 
cussed here a t ‘ 
yidiers ¢« ‘ The 

porta ( $ h sha 
ceomplish « objects I »nott k this bill will secure wha 
is desired wit tl supject Was der discussion I gave the rea 
onus 10 a) It c gute ber of those who have Lis 
( s tl ‘ ed ssed ir e stand-point of eco 
on irom a pprehension of so ryrea i iar wrong that Is 
being perpetrated which y know nothing about. Ido nota y 
that tot ( tte I ever, but tot re ul 3 Of e ¢ I 
senators 

So faras la ( cerned, I ar tterly opposed to any tegisiat 
ot this characte i rea h I have ilready riven, because I 
do not believe tha cial to the pensioner, to the ap} 
( or a pensio ‘ to ‘ronment It there is a great desire 
¢ 1OW What 1S necessal me,it a iytl gy is necessary t 
done, to the la ike the ferreting out of frauds so 
complete ll frauds can be discovered, I am in favor of that 
but I have not seen any proposition which satisfies my mind in that 
direction as yet, and I will say further to the Senator from New 
Hampshire that my dgment that you can pass no bill of that 
character at this session ; and to try it is only taking up time unne« 
essarily. There is not snch eat nece vf l ; 
in tact no necessity nent 

If Senators will tell us when they are « ng 1 propo 
what the defects in the present law are, then we can know someth lg 
about a remedy; but they donottell us. They seem tocontfine them 
selves to admiring the beauty of the structure which they themselves 
ave buildec retere e to the grant y OL pens IS, ANG Not to ex 
pose the deformity of the structure whicl snow bee builded b 
others. I should like to know something that directior e are 


To legislate. 


r. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. This resolution appears to assum 





there are defects in the prest iW and eob} t. if there be 

any object, in adopting tl resolution is to a i i se ch 
fects are and to recommend a better systen 

Mr. LOGAN. Verywell. I have not mentioned this resolution I 
was speaking about the design on the part of Senators who seek t 
pass the bill referred to, which has been once voted dow! the sen 
ate. I will come to the resolution \ yment 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish, if the Senator from Illinois will permit me, 
as he see Ss to assume 1 directing his remarks to me, that 1 am an 
advocate of the sixty-surgeons bil iy that I was not a membe 
of the Committee on Pensions when it was considered and reported 


xy that committee; and the first time I said anything 


} 

g 
I said I was opposed to the bill unless it was substantially mod 
I 


say so still. My views in regard to the operation of the bill re 
] +} mind : = ! ] , nial 
ported to e pena are, 1 many regards at least, very much tft 


yf the Senator from Illinois. I think it would be 
easure; I do net believe it would result in the r 

e any of the evils that are complained of ; but whens 

1any of the members of the Senate are struck favorably with 

of the features of that bill, and a protracted debate has developed a 

most all the evils, if not all, connected with the proposed system 

the objections which exist in the minds of Senators like the S 





sam 


impracticable 
moval of scare 


from Illinois and myself to the bill, I do think that we mig! 





readily formulate in a new bill whatever of good features the 
in the old one, and also such provisions as will remedy t! ( 
they exist in the minds of other Senators. 
repeatedly said, not caring to go into its pi 
£ LVe ¢ savored to prepare such a bill, and I think it cove 
whatever objections there are in the minds of the Senator from | 


nois and others to Senate bill No. 496: and it seems to me that 
could very read ly, afte r a few hours discussion, pass &@ measure 
which I think would go through the House of Representative 
Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President—— 
l ; RESIDENT. The Chair desires to remind Senat 
that the morning hour has expired. Does the Senator from I 





ire to continue his remarks? 


Mr. LOGAN, 


cle 


i 





goon at some other time. I desire, however, if this matter is to 
discussed, to say much more than I have said. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over wit rl 
no honr The Ch nmes there will be? hiection ¢ 
iui LO b iit Hair presumes ere W1lll ve MO OvVIeCLION t ¢ 
ator from Illinois being heard 

Mr. LOGAN I mere desire to 8 reference to the obiectio1 


ust Sa I did t fi 
ose St rs 8 estio { 
T now ¢ ‘ ~ ; x ; 
] ate ‘ 

i it ( ‘ pa t 


in regard to it 


I do not wish to impose on the Senate at a I car 


ye 


aoe 
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; : oa = sciciateiltedinisd ehasscediecsetediiieasceliaiaeaaee ; 
| f 1 ‘ { { tT eal ae pointed from Loe diverse views of this subje t so that 
: ‘ es ‘ e not | the case may be examined, and the um will probalh 
; ted out N ] : ey t at re eday proper result 
I did not get up here to oppose the reso ( 
RNSIDI 1 it I answer some of the suggestions made by the Senator fri Ne 
dt ‘ shire in reference to taking up a new bill and trying us 
OGAN ( SCSS10 I enw ine ssary to aertake tha 
RNSIDI ( ( ent ou cannot do and it would ¢ in 
Several SENATORS Regular order! 
, ; The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular or 
. . ‘ ‘ . NDIN( BILI 
pete : Mr. ALLISO? » off 
oe The VICE-PRESIDEN] 
aa rdered to be ] te 
Sea a es Mr. WHYTE. I shon 
The VICE-PRESIDEN é 
e CHIEF ( ‘ i t i 3 y 
4 ‘ a 
t s | ( é ) 
bt f Cal f ‘ 1 ad ¢ ; ; od 
) ate ( ( ‘ eof t t € 3 t tv of W 
} \ ents eve ‘ i of l ed States as : designa 
‘ es not se¢ nail. : t f 
e Surgec Generals Othe I e 4 ‘ 8 choose tO atte ( 
» la ( I t,t ( ia I 0 . 
mit . r offices . 7 ms ) 
} ) ‘ etol ite 310 he t ott 1 I 3 t i ‘ i 
0 ork of f thet erp i Sere 
aie ! ( posit B ‘ é s of th 
rer 1 i 1 (vf 4 c | + ~ of I ( 
Sul Ci 5 ( and the Pe QO er t of t t 
é ou t from ther 1 | the pre B 3 i } Lon what t 
( Are ‘ I merely suppose »] 
‘ exal t one DDITIONAL DISTRICT POLICI 
e Pe Commissioner sends there for a Mr. HARRIS. I ask the Senate to consider at t S 
reference to a 1 ether he was woundes ertain | No, 2184, which I introduced yesterday morning, p 
ether Vas 8 . erta time, or whetnel 6 Was appointment of additional police nen for temporar sery 
( Tiie ; - qu es 7 ( _ the ral peri I t take ¥ tag 
i eds l I read ( gy ver 5 >i to< of the bi 
( t s alt . BS ng I tate Tt . ‘ = By una I Is consent the Senate, as ( l co 4 
, ~s — t mn Ul Surge ut proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 2184) to: 10! t 
O1 Ue How OU Tit ‘ t co NOt | gioners of the District of Columbia to appoint tlona 
- : t a surgeon; 4 GO NOU | for temporary service in the District, and for other purpos 
eS | eee trict 
aor ! , ‘ VB Ula | >’ mended to me this i“ tiiteen 
} , +} ’ 1 
; ’ pes a ‘- | stricken out, and “t » make the t 
‘ Ve! ut ‘ ( oO pense ice of these spec i] et 4 yf f ‘ 
‘ _— stead Of ont N© | IT move that amendment. 
t . J Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I hard \ think that 
. done. I do not see why twenty d ys’ service 18 necessary 
! t to say that as © Mr. HARRIS. The reason assigned by the mmissioners, 
—_— ” CASAINOE OS USY OE here n Washing- seems plausible and true, is that for some days before the 
' ount tO DOtAIN,. Here is the place tion and for several days after the inauguration there will be 
ke _ d © pe * ners or applicants over t nury- large and u usual concourse of people assembled ] THIS ¢ 
a 7. ont eee . glean rive an ers ae eich te ne | Commissioners will dismiss this speci i force just so is or as 
: . “te safely can. They have no motive to retain it one mom g 
, ” es one of the Departments of the | than‘is necessary. I only propose to give them authority to 
neainrsanag Umiee va certal an cenanene twenty days i nes essary. 
that bao une Pp nor does it allect 10 except Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think a week previous t 
. . Ming of the examinations HaSNHOUMING | week after the inauguration will belongenough. That is cover 
‘ 6 Pension Office except the reiatiol ‘ S Us the fifteen days named in the bill. I hope the Senator will not insis 
— Ber MEPAruMents in OULAIINE CviGenct ‘ amendment. Ihave hardly ever known an appropriation wit 
Let us tule 1 lake the War Department. If ye nt | proad discretion where every dollar of it was not spent. Is 
: ate t , CHAINS, Zivo the force and the additional force is necessary, and I make no objectio1 ( 
re by resolut oports & 1 me- | pnt I do object to continuing the time of service. I hi the s 
‘ { ( ‘ OU A Alt ) , tate tor will confine it to fifteen that is two weeks - 
© settieme : A Go 10 in this Way ny | and a week after the inauguration. 
, t least. 4 ai Dow ything more about pen- Mr. HARRIS. I offer the amendment because it is recomm« 
OoRs Ie pone , ody else here ; but 11 Say | by the commissioners of the District, who are the police aut 
, © reac | aaa 7 ROEGLAY. tu 3 Cer- | Tam perfectly content to take the judgment of the Senate 
‘ Ss some othe mi it 1 think a bett imder- | and will consume no time in debating it 
> Oa i lay by Senators would be | ‘Te VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendme 
: _— : . mig : themselves and see wnat | © , ator from Tennessee to strike out “ fifteen” and insert “tv 
‘ < a ire therein une The amendment was agreed to: there be ng,on a divis 
N bijection t 8 & mmittee be  ceeene 
- At the ything tl Cal v MU .2UE 6 purpose of "TI hill wae reported to the Senate as amended, and t 
, UusiNess OF thé Olilces CO th pensions, let us was concurred in. 
en introduced bere 1e bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, was 
‘ exami t tne say-so Of aman Who seems the third time. and passed. 
me character remodeling every- . , 
. that , ' sant be nat in motion uniess he PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 
S e eng ‘ l l to tl at, so far as I ar I A Iessage irom the President of the United : 
orn PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that th 
5 mittee is necessary let it be appointed fr the | the 15th instant approved and signed the followi 
( mittee on Pens 8 me t let a committee of three be aj An act (S. No. 1427) to restore the lands includ 
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nd kort 4 rook military reservations in the State ol California | discuss treely m a lmporta or ot ' a provis cl 
‘he public domain, and for other purposes; . do es in effect operate to carry a bill eith defeat or success wit] ; 
An act S. No. 1191) for the relief of James Monrce Heiskell, of | 01 iv a five or fifteen minutes’ debate and one or two Sey ; 
itimore City, Maryland ; side speaking. I think it is of greater importar to the pul 
‘act >. No. 201) for the relief of Somerville Nicholson: |} est, } the long 1 n and in the shor 1 t] eve ( 
ict (S. No. 1193) granting a pension to Milton L. Sparr; and endar should fail than that v Senat or should be ¢ 
‘ t (S. No. 752) granting an increase of pension to Crafts J.| right of expressing his opinion a e grouns 
ly easure tha | ecl po here Under a ti | : a 
EVENING SESSIONS FOR THE CALENDAI to get on rapidly and with short debate, there was the1 tof. 
McDONALD. Mr. President— Senator, if he did not |! Ave a chance that ed ‘ 
rELLER. I want to call up the resolution f evening ses- ui sure 2 er bet e! pin the , rl P 
t is to be adopted. I do not desire to interfere with the Sen- | off and re uires i sel tors to prevent : ‘ ol ‘ 
m Indiana who desires to submit some I think we | st « this As mu 3 is said about de ‘ 
-e a vote upon the resolution at once. mended yes- | VOY ‘ I admit ch of 10 1s usele 
; I ¢ rioute I share to that and mot there is no s¢ i 
e VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator Colorado asks that | public I é except t ‘ branch or the ot I 
Sepate further consider the resolution bh was considered yes W1s t wel t the bo S tht _ ibsoint 
It will be read. Se ee Coe ere 
(he Chief Clerk read as follows: | Lt Mir, Preside I s! mud understand the arg ment of 
; 1" bead ned Senator from Vermont if he was making this address ¢ 
That on and after Thursday, the iit instant the s I ate V ill take ar the 12th of Febr ase Seen eaed ee ae itor | a daliherate! 
nd meet again at half past sevep p.m. OF the same day, to consider t Cast 7 moss . ‘ sal) oy Saau At “as but Wile PAS GOMVOCTALOLY 
7 Calendar, unless upon motion the Senate shall otherwise order; and bills | by resolution ado} ted ¢ the 12th of Februar | ited debate 1 por 
not objected to shall be taken up in their order, and each Senator shall | all bills under the Anthony rnle to fifteer nutes, I really think 
T 1 sand for é iy tes oT upon aDY ¢ é ' nad the o . . 
_ be laterpened ot a \ tna of the pre Bon o3. t U this aoe . t ot ta does mt ce 1 y 
| inv stop to 
he Senate resumed the consideration of the res ition, | Mr. EDMI NDS Mr. Presic i pare A hie 
Mr. WHYTE. The effect of that reso ition S to require unani answer to that is that under t A hor ‘ a stage i he 
s consent to take up any Dill, and to get rid of that, if it 1s pos- | proceeding a single Senator can raise the objection that that | : 
. l move to strike out the words: vo over, and over it go The Senator having it in charge , 
d bills that are not objected to shall be taken uy t ‘ } diss stied th ha y vo over ¢ gle objection, ca ! ‘ 
{nd insert in lieu thereot : set aside the Anthony rule and take up that bil If the S« nate 
» States shall becalled in alphabetical order, and as ea d the Senators | agrees Vv ith him and takes it up, tl inder the general rules 
order named by the presiding ofiicer m t ‘ 1 nof ab Of The we il vie st it has hg t ‘ his mind to tl 
1 bills so called for nless o} ected to by at least tive Senators, shall be con | fullest extent 
} Mr WHYTE. - 1 ud be under th I 
Mr. BURNSIDE. I move to amend by inserting after the words | Mr. EDMUNDS I do not so understand it, because y 
a h instant” the words ‘unless otherwise ordered.’ } that a bill shall be considered and disposed « nless five Senat 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Rhode Island proposes | agree in asking that it go over. 
tarther prettier Mr. WHYTE. But it is in the power of rity to cont 
BURNSIDE. After the words “17th instant,” I move toinsert bores it is * unless otherwise order 
ess otherwise ordered.” | Mr. EDMUNDS Chat is exactly v t Lam complaining that 
(he VICE-PRESIDENT. This is not an amendment to the amend- | it shall not be in the power of a majority of the Senate to say t 
tof the Senator from Maryla1 d. The question 1s first on = me he mi rity “you sha not aaopt ! leasure under tl eral 
ndment proposed by the Senator from ees _— WHy rules l that it sha ot b the power of any four Sena 
. WHYTE. I only desire to say in regard to my amend eel | fail ng to agre ith 1 on » stop debate l hav ~ 
at ‘it is the rnle which has been adopted in the Ho ise of Re present passed or rejected without a full debate and investigati 
ves and under which they have been working for the last twoor} Mr. WHY I E. Then it is better to let one Senator have the ve 
e days. It gives every State a chance, and does not require 4 of putting an end to the considerat of al than to re 
nimous consent, but requires five objections to rule out the con Senators to ra t! 


deration of a bill. Mr. EDMUNDS. No, Mr. President, no one Senator hast powel 
Mr. HOAR. I understand that the effect of this resolution and | to put an end tothe consideration of a bil He has the power to put 
it amendment is to introduce the previous question in the Senate | an end to the gag rule stopping debate; bunt then it is in the power 
\to permit a measure, against the remonstrance of four members | of a majority of the Senate to take it up instantly and dispose of it 
this body at least, to be passed with only five minutes’ debate and | under the general rule which allows free debat 
ly one Senator to speak on a side. i Mr. WHYTE. So it is when five object. 
I do not wish to go into this question at length at this moment| Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not so understand 
lf 
il 


with the Senator from Indiana waiting; but I beg to say that I shal Ir. WHYTE. Oh, yes, it is. If five object a majority can overrul 


esire to address the Senate at oe lengt th upon this question before them. 

ich an amendment as that is ad lop ‘ted. The Senate has carefully | Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes; but if less thai e object, if four object 
reserved in the Anthony rule and in all these orders for ‘dispatching they can be gagged and stopped, ar t} measure either goes to its 
isiness the principle which the Senate has observed since its origi- | de: ith « s success without a ebate at al There is where the 
al inauguration, that it is not in the power of this body, against the | erect in 

ill of a single member of it, to suppress debate on any matter of | The VICE-PRESIDEN’ The quest 3on the amendment pr 


gislation, a principle deemed so important that when Mr. Clay pro- | posed by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Wuyt1 

osed to introduce the previous question here in the first session or | The amendment was rejected 

é second session of Mi . Tyler’s administration the democratic | The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs e amendmen 
\inority threatened to resist by force and unto blood. I do not pro- | proposed by the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. BURNSIDE, ] aft 
se to enter upon that discussion ; but if I ree ind the oper ation i 
the amendment, not the original resolution of my friend from Col- 
rado, that is the effect of it. 

the VICE-PRESIDENT. Is the Senate 1 ady for the questio 


Mr  HOAR. I ask that the matter may go over until to-morrow. | recess special y or we shall have to adjourn at onee. Some! 


| * Thursday, the 17th instant,” to insert the words “ unless otherwis 
ordered.” 
Mr. TELLER. If that amendment is agreed to, we might 


] 
let the resolution go, because every n 





the matter before the Senate by unanimons consent 
ie VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution has been taken from the 
uendar, having been considered vesterda 
Mr. HOAR. I will not submit to have the amendment adopted | endar, that is all. [ do not think the at nendment ought to be adoptec 
thont debate. | Mr. BURNSIDE. The amendment does not impede the work in the 
1@ VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendm ent will be rear . 
Mr. HOAR. I trust my friend from Mary d will withdraw it. 
y 


i 
Vr 
wh 


rise and move to adjourn, and that motion will prevai When the 


Senate meets in the evening it can take up anything besice tT! Ca 


i ‘ 5 


+ { 


} é 1 4 ‘ o @ +1 
endar if it sees fit. My purpose is to give the eveni! e 





east deg goreeé: 10 Sim] 





ly gives the Senate control of its own action, 





: | that if on any day i t desires to pass over a night session 1t Can CO 50 
rt. EDMUNDS. Let the amendment be read. It does not compel us to come here every night, but gives us tl 
Che VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be read 
lhe Chief Clerk read Mr. WuyTr’s amendment 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President—— 
ls 


Mr. HOAR. Now, I desire to call the attention of the 8 enatol from 


chance to say whether we ought to adjourn over a night or not. It 
| puts it in the power of the Senate to say any day ‘‘ we will not meet 
to-night.” I hope the Senate will keep control of its action from d 
today. That is my object in offering the amendment. 
‘ermont, as he is about to address the Senate, to the effect of that. The VICE- PRESIDENT. The question ison the amendment of the 
_Mr. EDMUNDS. I see it, and that is exac tly what I - ant to say. | Senator from Rhode Island ; 
‘should be glad to dispatch the business of the Senate, but I would The amendment was agreed to; there being, on a division—ayes 
a that not a single bill shall pass between now and the 4th day | 26, noes 16. 
March than to introduce into this body (which is the only one The VICE-PRESIDENT. As amended will the Senate agree to the 
here there is free debate and the only one which can under itsrules | resolution ? 






































; MI DMUNDS. ] I would sooner far expect to see 
‘ are doit doctrine of the Hartford convention than t] 
VICE-PRESIDENT I er assert the 1 ght of secession. It was not a native of the § a 
( ef Cle ng but the peculiar cir imstances surrounding tha re 
time could have given it growth or stre¢ neth in that sect 
a illacy that presupposed that the framers of ou Feder / 
( tut while providing I a government L also nr 
= 4 > i 
ti iutnure we may expect that ne questions w iris 
d iasnes be revives Che rapid growth of our count; 
M PELLI i i st | ness, CMbracing its nternal as well as its external c 
as + 2 st necessarily impose the Federal Gove rnment imnor 
M McDONALD | r f reneat § sibilities t} Lb may the exercise of latent pow 2 I 
: ae 4 aggregation O1 Wealth in the great corporations of the 
Mir EDMITNI i { ] te : | present organized and existing under the laws of the sevyera) « 
, ll undoubtedly call for the exercise of such powers as may % 
nT ELLER. Le t n the Federal Government in connection with the regulatio) of 
( PRESIDEN] | ( 5 | merce among States, to aid the States exercising autho; 
power over such corporations to keep them within proper bou 
‘ lwrTes j ‘ ‘ | to prevent them from oppressing the people by unjust exacti 
; Ihe right of secession may never again be asserted, but +) 
‘ z | of the States will still remain, and should be clearly ascertaine, 
Repres we ir, LHEODORE | gnarded. The preservation of the powers of the Federal Go. 
' € OT 10S CleLrKs, ¢ unced that the Hous had passed the | ment in all their vigor has been fully assured by the results 
N = provide l & the duties on the oO ect Ol | civil war, and those powers are not likely to be diminished. ] stra 
ed by t Inte i ery ¢ SS1¢ » ere now of the first importance that the rights reserved to the States 
r Spe Ba | to the people should remain unimpaired. The leading p Irposes « . 
‘ essage aiso ne ced that the fouse had passed the 1ol- | Pederal Government are to maintain our relations with foreij¢ 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate | tions, and to extend our trade and commerce, and to secure domes 
A] li. R. No. 1650) for the relief of Edward T, Brownell; and | tranquillity. he powers granted to secure these ends ought not - 
\ i. No. 6479) for the relief of Thomas Sne be exer ised so as to encroach upon the rights of the States ove; 
message further announced that the House had passed a reso- | subject of home rule, so necessary to their peace and prosper ] 
t to print 15,000 copies each of the second and third annual 1 the future the preservation of these rights must in a gre eee 
e Director of the Bure f Ethi gy of the Smithsonia1 depend upon the representatives of the people who may be ¢ ls 
with the national administration. 
ALITY AXATION. But, Mr. President, it is not my purpose on this occasior a 
McDONALD. lIask the Senate to take uy the resolut sub- | in any extended discussion of these grave and important quest 
i} re esterday tor the purpose of submitting me remarks | even if I felt myself possessed of the ability to do so. I know { 
it this time. I ask that the resolution may be read one safe rule by which they are to be determined, and that is t 
rhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. INGALLS in the chair Che reso- | stain from the exercise of all doubtful powers and adhere to 
vill be read | construction of the Constitution. Even then questions w : , 
The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, s tte Mr. | the application of this rule that it will be very difficult to solv: 
MCDONALD on the 15th instant I desire more particularly to present some views in referenc 
wall "tent wasn i hn eebiatRiaebe 0 ia a a nt | proper execution of conceded powers, rather than discuss the ques 
3} prope t é pe that propor arising on the boundaries of Federal and State authorities. 
‘ t ‘ y under its prot In the obse or! ct} “to lay and collect taxes, imposts, and excises ” is one ame 
. enka os , ee see | press grants of power to the United States, and without 
M McDONALD M ‘ ( ft} he | ernment created by the Constitution could not exist. B 
‘ t« ence I te census has | imposts, and excises are to be uniform throughout the United § 
complet pears we e a population in | In order to guard this power against abuse the Constitut s 
States Ler eS ¢ lo2,> Our exports of mercha é for | the popular branch of the legislative department of the G 
I ‘ closing ¢ ‘ I f Dec er jast al ed to | the sole power of originating “ bills for raising revenu 
prc,649, 54 L ( » DOYO,& i aking e balance of | that the immediate representatives of the people wou 
107 I excess of spe ny over | more than would be required by a strict and economi 
dwa 7,370,900, Our total population by | tion of the Government. To guard still further against « 
in 1 0 r export rthe | taxation it is provided that no capitation or other direct ta 
r Dec ( ( ‘ me | be levied, except in proportion to the census or ennmeratiot 
Take ! for in the Consti on, and that no tax or duty should be 
i ( Lik Val { ite al article exported from a State.’ 
la ,and ye ( mt that it has not often been found neck ssary to resort ) 
equally marve rect taxation, but the revenues of the Government ha 
1) i ‘ er its Close, a redun- | been raised by indirect taxes, chief of which are tariff duti 
CaAUSOU in adva nh price} on toreign imports. The power to impose si h duties 
» almost close t foreign markets | been regarded as an important branch of the taxing power 
he l tol-75the balance of trade w col revenue derived from that source has ordinarily been s 
I ‘ pre ) m Oo] meet the expenses of the Federal Government 
1,19),° it 1 I-7Otot resent t has been stea A tariff isa tax upon the people who consume the 
rg r fave which it is imposed, and when fairly and justly levied 
I oct « ( t ested seit, 1 ( ‘ been a favored mode of raising revenue. There is no 
{ busines 1 epla r tional finances once re | pulsory payment, and the sums paid go into the current expens 
( ail { resent aicat ns l { '| the parties paying them, and the burden does not app 
tering po ol Inpiec prosperity. } as vhen the payment ct and at some stated period 
t twel massed ecessfully thi the The power to tax is the power to take from the citize! 
fa civil war, tic that al tion ever experi- | of their income or property, to be applied to the expens 
hich was followed by the worst uncial pat : to our | Government, and the amount that each citizen should cot 
! nd y we 101 stranger to trace i r| the support of the Government should be as nearly as poss 
dition the rks of t effects the otl | proportion to his abilities and the degree of protectio1 
tur ‘ ay be visited linancial panics; overtrading | by the State. These fundamental principles or maxims we! 
ul may bi bankrupt pon us, b t is not proba- | laid down by Adam Smith more than one hundred years 
! e will again be afilicted witl vil w It may require | have never been disputed, although they are often disreg 
mie l the wounds caused the last war, but the theories | actual legislation. They are flagrantly violated in every 
vhich made such a war possible, and the causes that ultimately led | that has asa controlling element in it the doctrine of protect 
, . sed away with its close, a1 t is not probable that any | partyin this country has ever contended that a tariff should b 
considerable party any State will assert again the doctrine of purely for protection. On the other hand, no party has 
ecession as a constitutional right, and in no section of our country | that we were in a condition to adopt the policy of unconditiona 
this doctrine tind less support than in the States lately in rebé trade, but that the Federal revenue or the major part of 1t oug 
on, for in the maintenance of the Union under the Constitution will | be collected from customs duties. Those who favor, however, ' 
the people of those States tf best guarantees for domestic trai doctrine of protection seek to establish it as an incidental or 8 
quillity, and in the aid wh y will derive from the supporting | ary right. 
arm of the Federal Government their most efficient material advance- | Free trade between nations, as between individuals, is undenia4 
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nyndation upon which commerce should rest, and the Govern- 
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has heretofore led all other sections, by reason 


while the 
le rtility of the soil, has possessed 


3 to agricult- 


ilactures the East 
ts capital and its facilities to market 
by reason of the 


DY 
t advantages over the Eastern and Middle States 


‘ 
LS 


productions, 
st and South, 
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The mining centers are constantly changing. Pennsylvania 
New Jersey, which for atime held the monopoly of the manu- 





ve been hard pressed by Ohio, and will soon have 

It now a demon- 
ted fact that Chattanooga and Birmingham can manufacture pig- 
igstown or Johnstown, while the 


of iron, ha 


re 
1S 


stern and Middle States have long since ceased to compete with the 


sperous all are than if a1 
«to protect one locality ag 


nputed at 


And yet how much more 
l of attempt- 


UL 


it West in breadstufis and provisions. 

arrow policy had prevaile: 

i another. 

tariff for revenue necessarily affords incidental protection, but 

n it is levied with a view to protect and not to secure revenue, 
it becomes a bounty to the extent of the protection afforded 








| by the consumer to the person producing the article protected ; 


is there are always more consumers than producers of any given 
le, it is a burden imposed upon the many for the benefit of the 
The moneys thus paid are not taxes that go into the Treasury for 
support of the Government, but into the pockets of the producer 
anufacturer, and thus add to their profits. Take our last fiscal 
as an illustration. The revenue collected upon $419,506,090 of 
en merchandise amounted to $182,747,653, being an average duty, 
ad valorem rates, of 434 per cent.; that is, our people 
hased for consumption foreign merchandise enhanced in price by 
ddition of the duty levied upon it to the amount above stated. 

they were simply paying the tax into the Treasury; but this 





s but a fraction of the whole amount of the goods consumed in 
ntry. A much larger quantity of domestic manufactured 
les made up the balance, and upon these the consumers paid the 





inced price, caused by the protection aftorded by the tariff, so that 
} 



























every dollar paid by the consumer into the Treasury he was re- 
to pay at least three, and by some estimates five, to the manu- 
rer or producer of the domestic articles consumed. 
y be true that in some exceptional cases, and for a limited 
t would be beneficial to give protec tion: but the evils of a 
il policy of protection have been so strikingly exemplified in 
r past history that, if tl] 1s no question of the power of Con 
ss to pass protective | as a policy aba 
ed. Class legislation of this kind always it 
der one specious pretext or another, is apt 
( ( S\ ste! ; 1 the ‘ n¢ I th ] en ( ri 
r present tar exemplificat of this fact when 
red with pas at subject and the statistics which 
eign trade ft ike, for ex imports and 
s of cotton goods The average tariff 1 lorem on cotton 
sis above 39 per cent ind the duty derived imports for the 
scal year on this class of ( unted n $10,000,000; 
eour exports of the same « rood the revenue 
ed from the ports, s it the cotton 1 ufacturers of this 
not only supplied the greater part of the home demand at 
et prices, b { shippe ito torelg nal the 8 rplus produe- 
o be sold at reauces rices 1 COM] n Vv ith the tore n 
cturel And thisis true of y all classes of manufactured 
es, as will be seen by examining a list of our exports. So that 
our own people are paying the enhanced prices both upon for- 
nd domestic goods, caused by the proter etal how 1n e, 
ountries are rece ne the bene s S re ~<l 
tarlil ac ol the tirst SeSsion oi 1e First ( } ssed witl 
ereas declarit Y it to be “necessary for the t of the Goy- 


ent, for the discharge of the debt of the 1 
uragement and protection of manufacturer 


, Wares, ; merchandise imported,” did not exceed 15 


1 +} 


»~ aha 
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d valorem; and now at the end of é ( d our- 
s burdened with a tariff of nearly three times ate. This 
increase of the rate of t duties has been accompanied by 
njust discrimination against western interests. This is notably 
ase in regard to salt. , 
8 article of prime necessity ought not to bear innecessary 
ens, and yet all imported salt pays a duty equal to about 50 per 


approach this policy, consistent with a 
er administration of its own affairs, will in the end bestow the 
rest benefit upon its people. 
he | actical W sdom of free trade s Te our interstate 

erce. and was well understood | t » framed our | 
Constitution. ‘*‘No tax or duty shall be levied on articles 
dfrom any State,” isthe language of that instrument, while 
restricted com) ce amo! Tieé veral States is secured 
ce equally strong and emphatic, sothat no State of itsown 

. ( } i any restrictions whatever upon . 
d developr ent of our country and its Vv é esources 
5 ¢ see that but for these wise provisions of the l’ederal Con- 
the unwise and selfish policy of protection might have en- 
red us at every step. There is no part of our country that has 
some advantage over other parts in the matter of production. In 
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.ad valorem, which am 
as our people are compelled to use in curing provisions for shipment 
to foreign countries. The revenue derived ; 
the last fiscal year was $845,293. 

The first tariff provided for a drawback equal to the dut 
all salt used in curing fish and provisions, which of « 
salt used in curing meats and in packing pork and beef for n 

This policy of favoring fish and provisions was continued for 1 


cent ount n, ex as to so mut 
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years, but in 1266 the drawback extended only to salt used in curing 
tish; and this discrimination has been carried forward into the Revised 
Statutes, as will be seen by section 3022, and is now in foree. So tha 


from the beginning salt has been virtually duty free to those who 
have been engaged in the fisheries, while at least for the last sixteer 





years it has been heavily taxed to those who are compelled to us 
in packing beef and pork for foreign markets. As the tariff thus 


f provisions upon which the salt is used 
this class of our exports is made to pay a duty to that extent, in vi 

lation of the Constitution, which provides that no tax or duty shall 
be laid upon any article exported from any State. Again, 
fabrics, without any ial discrimination as to fineness or qua 
pay a duty, rated ad valorem, of 59 per « , while ready-made cl 


paid enters into the cost « 
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ent. 




















ing of the same material pay a duty of 50 per cent.; so that a suit of 
clothes such as laboring-men are compelled to purchase under the oper- 
ations of the tariff costs from $12 to $18, which would otherwise cost 
from $8 to $12, causing a great inequality of taxation by making its 
principal burdens fall upon that class least able to bear them. But 
if may be in general stated that a tariff the purpose of which is pru 
tection fosters one branch of industry to the detriment of others, 
and must in the nature of things operate unequally by creating a 
favorite class where none should exist All this is avoided by treat 

ing the powers of Congress over the subject as the Constitution i 

dently designed they should be, as conferred for the purpose of reve 

nue. In the formal work of legislation this has always been done 
No tariff bill has ever originated in this body. As between the two 
Houses of Congress t has always been conceded that such bill 
was a “bill for raising revenue.” It has ey sometimes been ques 
tioned how far such bills could be amended the Senate, and it has 
on more than one occasion been contended that such amendments 
could go no further than to increase or diminish the rate of taxation 
pres¢ ribed by the House bill, and could not vce tor taxation new 
subjects not included in it. 

The democratic party also has always taken t s view of the powers 
of the Federal Government, and has opposed the so-called protection 
poli yas unconstitutional gs well as unwis und especia ts 
platform of 1876 “ demanded that all custom-house taxation should 
be only for revenu The reassertion of this principle in tl ut 
form of 1880 it is true has been denounced inthis Chamber as a “rr 
markable blunder,” and it has been charged here and elsewhere that 
the assertion of it had caused the defeat of the democrat part n 
the last presidential electior 

I deny most decidedly the truth of this irge, and if in the lat 


advantage from the 


controverting the doctrine laid down on that 
that the 


political contest the republican party der 


tariff issue,it was not by 



























subject by the democratic platt i by falsely charging 
7 ‘ f ] 4 ‘ . . > 
democratic party contemplated repeal of all tariff laws and the 
, y } } J } +; 
establishment of unconditional free trade, well knowing at the time 
that our governmental necessities ¢ t permit the adoption ot 
10] lic Onr total ordir 1 ] l wa 
such & policy. Jur total ordinary ex] ses tol ne last liscal yeal 
: = 9 0n7 + ; 
amounted to §8267,642,957.7e; for the pres ea he amount wiil be 
about the same. About ‘ six million dollars of this is for inte 
est on our public debt, which may from this time forth decrease unt 
it finally disappears by the full payment of t bt, which I ho} 
will be accomplished at no distant period. Even , Without « 
ing upon any great increase in our ordinary t w be neces 
sary 101 to raise over 200,000,000 annuall 
mental exp es I e 1 tl revent 
by customs duties, s co ed to that pur] 
ability that power to lay and collect dutis 
discontir d so long (rovernment continues to @XIsf, OI 
incidental protectio t | that ought in justice to é 
mass of our people pose Even England in her greate 
proach to free trad deemed it wise and prudent to ra 
portion of her 1 ( ] m toms auties But there \ 
eleme t min cwies t 3 contest. and other forces tha 
+ + } ? 
tl Dp] of the repul l ) ! n ma 
PI 
tai Out Of 1ts Taise Charge. 
The men of New England and elsewhere who el 
benefits of a protect the fits 1 y al 
fected by its modification, ¢ their emp1o' 3 What the 
Mad ta . . t fort 
called “ persuasive advi » eir factories 
‘* ™ 4 1 ‘s,s . aha ¥ ] 
and discontinue their business if the « ) arty shoul ‘ 
vail, and to aid this kind of peaceable coer indbills and p 
L. Dead as mie } } + l-y ' aY l rrr { 
pinietS we»re Cire mated | edlicting gent i rup y and ruil I 
- Y . } = | YT 
assumed free-trade po of the demo party should prey 
rr } - 5 : aku mn Y ler 
rhese things SO CISsre itable to the epub in party and their aiders 
} 1} +1 ‘ 
and abettors may have had some 1e0 1 controlling the votes ol 
men who felt themselves in the ywer and at the mercy of the 


employers, and if the republican party can now boast of h: y su 
a aia 1 - Deel ' iment ac net the sound- 
ceeded by such means cal rnish no argument against the sound 


ness of the position taken by the democrat party. Ont 
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revea i ATi pre rm Lie i vit 
ma an « bom sles on , ; 
‘ hig ire 
s ; . . Se “hapa 
Preside th detea i 
la« , he « tr ( 
‘ di ti ! e} r 
| ! tte be é 
The PRESIDING © Ul 5 ( 
Mr. McDONAI ‘ 
The PRESIDING ¢ IC] i 
ilul re { 
, ' i ( } ( ir LO Nt i 
‘ 1 i “t 
| i rie ( ( é te 
S. R. No. 1 ‘ el te A ) 
Trea ree ‘ 
I I SIN 
Mr. McPHERSO? I des p 
S. No. 1 for the relief of Thor G. Corl 
I PRESIDING OFFICER ] 
e Senator from New Jer 
Mr. COCKRELL. I call fort regular ord 
The PRESIDING OFFICER Phe reg r ‘ 
Secretary WV rt rst b the Cak ara 
rders at the p re e Calend 3 
tion | the Set ( 
Mr. McPHERSON I sha - i to t 
et i ‘ the Calend { { Ors 3 t ‘ 
il p Senate | No. 1 
The PRESIDING OFFICER I ‘ f 
st or from New Jersey tl the pe ! ] l as 
I ques ni t I ‘ ‘ 
Mr. COCKRELI I he hen t ! t ( 
t be laid ‘ Hold ‘ ‘ Ny 2 4 ag 
have the Cals : up ( ( t t t ote 1 pro 
eed with it I ‘ { ’ ¢ ; +3 a) 
to the Calenda 
Mr. EATON a ‘ ‘ - en 
The PRESIDING OFFICE! es 
e Senate 
| recre I > g 
Th Thé 
The PRESIDING O IC] 3 pre ques 
{ on the motiorz Ss t » I Jersey to pos et 
¢ ( rot ¢ { I } ( Sit 1 
, i < ) } , ~ 
h ( a KI ] I i I s tt 
‘ ( 5 r ¢ S14 
‘ \ 7 | Q tee on ew Jers . I 
} ( he « ( é } er ot ess } 
: i te ere ft of T mas G. Corl re tedfrom the 
( on ‘ I ré many cast n the ¢ 
‘ h | «et ‘ ( rol t Tee prio! { hat b 
hie ‘ porter I i Ls=] I $s gross just 
cases preced { - é ecece | ) 
the motion \v ‘ ed do 
Mr. McPHERSON L ale et swer tothesS 
Missouri tl t e tl v1] e ¢ d 
re House bills consider Cus Military A 
reported favo 3 Senate i ! ree t 
illouse may ive ft t will re I ‘ 
short time to pass | ob will obiect to I as 
1 ma be « Ucn Vy ve “OT to tl He ( 
e tor action there | 1 em | wit ke up the b 
Mr. RANDOLPH I « POSE ‘ nm of ‘ eag 
l the Committee o1 M I ‘4 I esented ft 
Ove! TY reports ft o1 ‘ \ ' yy ‘ icted : _ 
of these reports were presente: r ago as last April. The Ca 
endar has t bee touched in twe ‘ s,and I ask : 
when we can get to the Calendar at 1] 1 ¢ ’ 
larly, giving every case its proper cl 
Mr. LOGAN 1 desire to say to the Ser Pr New Jers t 
I have been watching for several days to get up a little bill tha 
very important, reported from the Committee on Military Affair ] 
have had the Calendar before me, thinking we should rea very 
soon We are wit! three « four cases of it now on the Calendar. 
ind I certainly dislike very much to jump over two hundred cases in 
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I sha ) t to ‘ pos mm of the S ator fr ‘ 5 
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M McPHERSON I s ) ‘ 
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; [haves rving to get t ’ 
ng « it Ty ht1 tot ; ¢ 
rseded t 3 ) Ss t ( 
‘ It t 1 s ( 5 ¥ 
yf | , 
- A = ‘ ) 
9 YD t ( ‘ 11 
Mr. COCKRELI I trust t 1 tio 
del ut fr \ } 
‘ rd of dis ro yr hie dut + G 
0 \ 
Mr. BURNSIDI W tis the n 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER Che th sus 
order, w] s the « le t ‘ the ¢ ‘ 
. ‘ ) , + Qo, try Ne x . 
states. for the Se ¢ rupa r | on t ( 
Mr. BURNSIDI c ‘ 
Mr. COCKRELI i isiness } - 
at order No. 57 
Mr. BURNSID! rey 
Che ¢ t Cle i I 3 ( 
i PRESIDING OFFICER i questi . 
he Senator f N Mr. McPHERSO> 
The mo lores 
DETAILS : ’] 
i PRESIDING OFFI j Secretar 
5 Ss ( 1 
Pha nt re S. R. No. 70) t ease t 
of the i r to be deta a rotessors ¢ 
{ lleges and u I s I edas bei or 
Calend: I esume ( 
‘rt 
ie VV | 
l PRESIDING OFFICER I int solu 
Vic ~ und ( ms eT or LT t ) ailing ¢ 1est ~ 
ment ered by the Senat rom Vermont, [Mr. M 
’ ber rte 
L » CHIE ULI i prom 1 endl Me t 18 8 
I 
third secti of t substitute re ted from the ( ‘ 
ury Affairs in the following wi S 
\ ts « ] 3 ( ( D tt ae | ( 
‘ tT to ct as president pe tende 
ve OT r I titutions of le ig 
Mr. COCKRELI Ido not know whether we oug 
this case in the absence of the Senator from Pennsy .({M 
ERON oO is vel uch interested in i If any other § 
sires to take charge of it, it may be well enough to cons 
t it had better be passed ove! formally. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator Miss 
ject to the present consideration of the joint resol 
Mr. LOGAN. Let us goon w 
AY , a | ’ Eat 
Mr. COCKRELL. All right 
Mr. LOGAN. The section which it proposed to strike 
nderstand eneals the law it al s ofticers on tl ul 
’ . ; 
serve as professors in t colleges, and | hope the amendme 
mted 
] ea é cine tt the ame name 1G ¥ as agreed 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is now on agreeing 
the ame nt reported from the committee, which has bee 
( motion of Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Morr! 
Mr. LOGAN Ly amend nt as amended be read 
I CHIEF ¢ I The amendment of the Commit M 
Affairs is to strike il] after the resolving clause and to ins 
) purpo ) ¢ knowledge of military s 
g if the U1 States the President may, upon the appli 
¢ ers ‘ € stitution of ] ning incorporat 
St v t I States, havi capacity to educate at t 8 
t in one i 1 hit I 110 S 1 ts let i l aa ott 4 
tired list to rreaid t. supe r nt. o srofessor tl ] 
Ss i ) r é yr ot} titut 0 y 
yresaid. to vy ‘ shall be so detail to 
zy the time he is ed and serves such pres super ( 
thereof ) equal to t ditferenc een 
~ < i vo 1 rece y 
e Army i y yon which 31 Pre 
Army so¢ | b el Lb I S 3 
: P al States 
Thes vof Wa . thor his 8 
eg 4 re pres } or ysma I S 
y G ‘ a can be spared t 
( ber ot same as may app to red for m ry ins 
practice 3 ts of ‘ 9g ersity, or other ins t 
es to w ‘ cer of the Ar y m be detailed under t 
( 0 rsoc ishall receipt and account inthe manner pres 
An reculatior 1en like property is issued for proper purposes \ . 
retary of War shall also require from the proper authorities of s 
each case a bond in double the value of the property for the care and § | 
y thereof, and for the return of the same when required. 
Mr. McMILLAN I move to amend the amendment in line i 
tion 2 by striking out the words “under this act” after ‘cet 
so as to read “to which any officer of the Army may be detailed , 





1881. 





t comes that these are innocent parties to fraudulent claims ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I will state for the information of the Senator from 
Missouri and of the Senate that a great many cases have arisen where 
parties have been permitted to make entries within railroad limits, 
and the decision of the Department has subsequently been that the 
entries were void on account of conflict with the railroad grant. 
There are perhaps a tl that kind in the State of 
Kansas. 

Mr.COCKRELL. Is that held to be a fraudulent and a void entry ? 

Mr. PLUMB. No; that is not a fraudulent entry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The relief seems to be confined to those entries 
which are fraudulent and void. 

Mr. PLUMB. They were void, but not necessarily fraudulent. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The point I want to know is, how innocent par- 
ties are connected with the fraudulent claims. 

Mr. PLUMB. I have not a copy of the bill before me; but if the 
Senator will send me his copy of it, I can explain to him the two 
classes of cases which are covered by the measure. The bill which 
the Senator has called on me to explain was introduced by the Sen- 
ator from California, [Mr. Bootu.] The fraudulent and void entries 
referred to in the first section have reference exclusively to a class 
of cases where entries are made by what are called soldiers’ floating 
homesteads. Some parties in the State which the Senator from Mis- 
souri so admirably represents in part got up fraudulent soldier- 
homestead rights and sold them to innocent parties, who afterward 
located them. The fraud inhered not in the location, but in the sol- 
dier’s homestead which was so located, and those entries were after- 
ward set aside because of the fraudulent character of the homestead 
tight which had been located upon the land. The reference to fraud- 
ulent and void cases in the first section is to locations of that kind. 
‘he second section provides that in all cases where homestead or 
timber-culture entries or other entries of public lands, not fraudu- 
ent or void entries at all, but entries of the kind of which I spoke 
which have been made within railroad limits, and sometimes per- 
haps in other cases, but most particularly in that class of cases, the 
receiver of public moneys of the Land Office shall repay to the per- 
son who made such entry the fees and commissions and excesses paid 
upon the same upon the surrender of the duplicate receipt and the 
execution of a proper relinquishment of all claims to such lands. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If the Senator will allow me, I understand him 
to say that parties went into the market and bought fraudulent and 
bogus claims for rights of settlement to public lands with which the 
Government had nothing to do, and now it is proposed to repay them 


X[——107 


10usand cases of 


AL RECORD—SE 





veo bec 


Neate laminar 


NATE. 




















Mr. MORRILL. That is right the expenses ol the fees which they paid the Governm«s LORE ; 

1 he amendment to the amendment was agree fraudulent claims. Is tl it true f i 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. Mr. PLUMB. I can n his As I , 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sena as amended, and | moment 
she amendment was concurred it | The PRESIDING OFFICER rhe hour of half-past o 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- arrived—— 

read the third time, and passed. | Mr. PLUMB. I should be glad to have this ma dispose a 

The title was amended so as to read: “A joint | far as this explanation goes at all events, so tl - 

ie for the detail of retired officers of the Army . understood 
sities, and other incorporated institutions of learning | The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there object | vir 

TABEZ BURCHARD Hears none 
ara ; : ‘ | Mr. PLI MB It w | take me but a moment The 

Phe next bill on the Calendar was the | ’ N , i for the LO! t] e loc Li ort certain soldiers’ home steads who had Lake a 

ef of Jabez Bure hard. : — ready eight of land in railroad limits of an additional ¢ ty 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I suggest that the bill be passed over without | . ores of land on the declan of ten Laud Cite ‘Ther ween 
rejudice until the Senator trom Pennsylvania Mr. CAMERON] shall a hatin ca led. ai niles is ; * an oli loc: Same that might 

present. He has especial charge of it, and I should like to have | },, laneted enwerhere eu wablin. toms Certain persons persot ale 

the understanding that he may call it up at any time. | these soldiers; that is to say, they got up papers which purported t 

The PRESIDING OI FI¢ ER. The bill will be passed over, retain- ein heahell nf contain nena when om 5 oleae located wablia land 

ts place on the Calendar, if there is no objection, | and end them to innocent purchasers, who proceeded to * ser eae em 
ANGUS M’AULEY. | Subsequently it was ascertained that these locations were fraudulent 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. No. 1432) granting a | and that the Department had not exercised proper scrutiny in regard 
nension to Angus McAuley, the consideration of which was resumed | to the locations. This bill is to provide for the repayment of the 
as in Committee of the Whole. | fees which these innocent persons who had purchased these rights had 

[he bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with amend- | paid to the Government in the location of these lands. That the 

ents: In line 4, before the words “ the pension-roll,”’ to strike out | subject to which the first section of the bill refers 

place on” and insert ‘‘ restore to ;” in line 7, before “ war,” to insert The PRESIDING OFFICER he untinished business now comes 
Creek Indian,” and after the word “ war” to strike out “of 1812, | up; but prior to that the Chair will take occasion to present for ref 
and pay him his pension from the time when he was dropped from | erence the bills on his table from the House of Representative 
he rolls,” and insert “and pay him a pension trom and after the SE BILLS REFERRED 
assage of this act ;” so ast » make the bill read: Phe bill (H. BR. No. 1680) for the relief? of Baward T. Brownell was 
That the Seorotas of the Teterior be, — a re > ierttatios + > pnt read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance 
en the eked Aue MoAule y of Sones ae Caleta Florida, a s¢ ldier of The bill (H. R. No. 6479) for the relief of Thomas Snell was read 

e Creek Indian war, and pay him a pension from and after the passage of this act. | twice by its tit ind referred to the Committee o1 » Judiciary 

The amendments were agreed to. RI r OF BUREA OF ETHUNOLO( 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-| The following concurrent resolution. s dav received from the 
ments were concurred in. ; : 5 s ee | louse of Representatives was referred to the Committee on Printing 
Phe bill was ordered to be engrossed tor a third reading, read the | ae H ¢ Repr tat the & e ; , he 
third time, and passed. printed at the Government Printing Office 15,000 copies each of the second and third 

SOLDIERS’ IIOMESTEAD LOCATIONS. annual reports of the Director of the Bureau of Ethnology of the Smit an In 
st Itior t } essary illustratic 7.272 pies { I hall yy he 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. No. 853) cor therelet | 186 of rs = ieee of Ti pres ntat att 3.0 y opic : for the us ‘of ‘the S ; aa 
of certain settlers on the public lands, and to provide for the repay- | 4,728 for distribution by the Bureau of Ethnolog 
ment of certain fees and commissions paid on void entries of public | BRIDGE ACROSS THE POTOMA( 
lands; which was considered as in Committee of the Whole. === | afr, WITHERS. I ask leave now to submit the report of the com 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like for the Senator from Kansas [Mr. | j,it¢tee of conference on the disacreein ca lt dee bene 9 
PLUMB] to let me know about how much this will involve, and how ee Be ae ne ee Se oF ‘ 16 tWO FLoUseS O 

: the amendments to House bill No. 1321, and ask i 3 present consider 


ation. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CaMERon, of V 


chair.) The Senator from Virginia presents the report of a commit 
tee of conterence, whi h will be read 


The Chief Clerk read as follows : 
rhe 


t 















committee of conference on tl igreeing votes of »H es ¢ 

amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1381) to author the mstructior 
of a free bridat across the Potomac River at or near Ge rgetown n the District 
of Columbia, having met, after a full and fr conference | l ed to recon 
mend, and do recommend, to their respective Houses as follow 

Phat the House t from its disag i » Sena 
amendment No. 1 

That the House . ntto S ndment N 
agree to the same with mw ot all wo 
tion 2, and, in lieu thereof, insert the following 

“Ss 2. That for the purpose of establi ng a free bridge, and in lieu ere 
ing the bridge provided for in the preceding section, the Sec y of War may, in 
his discretion, purchase the aqueduct bridge now crossing the Potomac River 
Georgetown: P led, Said bridge, with all the appurtenances, rights, and fra 
chises connected therewith, including piers and real estate for abutments and ap 


proaches, can be } iased for a sum not exceeding 2<5,000, which sum, or so mu 











thereof as may be necessary, may be paid out of the money appropriated by t 
act: Pi led further, That a good and suffi title thereto can be secur ) 
the United States to be approved by the Attorney-General of the United S 
Itis further led, That the Alexandria Canal Company or its present 
shall have th right to maintain t their own cost and expense, % cana 
of the same width and depth as the one now in use, and to attach it to pend 
it from said bridg and w ra permanent br » shall be « 
site, the same shall be of suflicient strength to sustain the weight « i 
aqueduct; but the construction, attachment, and maintenance of 
shall be such as the Secretary of War may determine, and sha tor 
liabi o the United St s or the District of Columbia: And if } 
vided 1at if upon the erection of such permanent bridge t ul 
or their present lessees shall neglect or refuse to reconstr u 
the said aqueduct at their own expense, or if at any t tor 1 ap 
months they shall fail to use such aqueduct for the purposes of a canal, or fail 
keep the same in good condition and repair, or if at any t t iall use the 
same for other than canal purposes, then all rights ud canal compa 
lessees or assigns, in said bridge and property shall cease and leterr 
said aqueduct shall be detached and removed by the Secretar W 
And that the Senate agree to the same 
That the House recede from its disagreement to Sena nd t 

agree to the same, with an amendment, as follows: In] - OF sect \ t 
word ‘authorized,’ insert the words n retion and tha > é 
agree to the sam 

kh. E. WITHERS 

E. H. ROLLINS 

~ T 


R. McMILI 
rnagere the urt 
NELSON W. ALDRICH 
EPPA HUNTON 
Manay the part 
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Mr. INGALLS should e to se 1 of our own people. I] ae such a mi 
PRESIDING ¢ FICE} ‘ c de St e operative vith no foot out o ) t 
; ‘ or ¢ the face eactt it shall breed 
ose ] ) > trus The Wove line T 
4 \' “ua , ' el : : ' : —e _— 
1 i bilsuALWN i 1erefore, be a torced or compulsory lo . li there were ar 
‘ amily wTs 
‘ ‘ } ‘ yy 
i “s : ( s itions SO Much Within our power that we could s ty 1 
a Al test Minos ' iad aiias r. J Jones, late ae : AC Say to 
: this or worse, 1 thus obt of what we need, insté 
rm eT t ) T . , A ‘ 
7 ‘ ) 5a 1ducem« to othe! r institutions not so sit 
‘ wement t ] \ mH i ( } » +) ra ! s : 
: : v a oOour ‘ »tor ti re nade! \ ed wou a ml é 
i Of | hidg vl est 
~ ? eto Wove! ¢ reduce 
t< 5 é eierre 
y ‘ S 
( I M ‘ ¢ 3 ; 
‘ 1M i \ ie payments has added largely to the 1 
( ~ } Tye re f ] , ] YT | : a 
ed e : t < | season has furnished the unprecedents Ley - 
rhe PRESIDING O ('} ‘ ) I j 





ions of foreign gold into the hands of th, 
id our supply of home manufactures | ‘ 


Las SO 
ven to us the power to keep the gold instead of surrender 














Mr. MORGAN tted an ar dme tended to be proposed | the products of foreign machinery and of foreign labor. Mo: = 
H . 7104 i] the con- | very recently, has been a drug inthe market. New enterprises 
- ; faa 5 | long ipon with suspicion ; few were willing to risk capital g ( 
vi te er p ) | where y loss of interest was not to be computed so long as t] 
% ( er l orders | cipal was safe. Butallthisseems to have suddenly changed, |, 
) e : ‘ y 1 | and houses now are wanted; machinery is sought after; ]a) 
No - e relief of public | everywhere find employment; there are no tramps; more railroads 
) de for repa ‘ commis projected and under way than ever before. The loans of banks 
‘ ‘ 3 vas ordered to lie | bankers have again reached their maximum point, and the pri; 
ind be} ( | loanable fands has everywhere advanced. This is the striking { 
’ McMILLAN e ’ 1 ended to be » of the money market, not only here, but in France, in Ger 
) H. R. No. 7036 ‘ blish post-routes ch | in England, and in all the great centers of capital througho 
e ( ec Post-Ottices and P Roads L| Such a rise in the value of money is indicative of prosp 
. ‘ ich as it is otherwise when business is so stagnant that solv: 
uf ( ANS : : ided to 1 proposed | men do not appear as borrowers even at the lowest rates. There is 
H. R. No. 70 y appropriations to provide new impetus felt among business men and enterprises requirin; 
Ses grove ent of the District of Columbia for | mensemoneyed contributions are promptly undertaken. Capital, afte: 
’ ‘ ending Jun 8-2, and for other purposes; which | along season of idleness, is once more trying hard to earn somet 
( ns Dist of Columb yr- | for its owners, and its absorption and activity are the leading features 
|} ofthe day. Itis much sought after, and the bottom dollar 
IN‘ ILL. | found sooner than is expected. 
: ( tee of the 1 le. resumed the considera But this may quickly change. Our foreign trade has already larg 
f > No. 4592) to fa tate the refunding of the | imcreased. Whenever our imports begin to exceed the ex] 
debt, the pending question beine on the amendment reported | tide will be against us, and as specie is called for to settle th 
( on on 7 nee. in eection 1 g ; q | ance of trade the money market alwaystightens. Good crops 
; : nd one-half: eo an to rea would be sure to shut out any large foreign demand for our 
ss | agricultural productions, and a short crop of these at home could 1 
' nad f fail to produce some stringency in the cash accounts of the c 
| bear interest at the rate of 34 p I nu | It is fair weather to-day, but it may not last forever, As prud 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President | men we must so trim our sails as to withstand the storm when 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. If the Senat . me a moment, I wish | comes. 
. modification of t ; ant ered by me vesterdav. It would be a mistake not to pass a funding act at this session, a 


I t it le rinte t would bea vreatel mistake not to five the Secretary ot the | 


>an act that would be assured of success. 


ua 


ry 
| There are some persons who think a 3 percent. bond mig 


egotiated, but nearly all persons couple this idea with a longe1 
1e for the bonds to run. But any one who will comput 


matter arithmetically will see that this would be the most ¢ 





} 1 


expensive provision that could be provided. Interest fot 


term of years vastly exceeds any fraction for a short term of 
t of nds Undoubtedly there is a large outside influence brought to fav 
ner cent. funding act on the part of those who have large su 


t oe f yale deegeags ‘| vested in our four and four-and-a-half percents, which by 


: , in oad ; cians in | Would put into the pockets of 





» holders some millions of « 
serib tr t | whether the loan at 3 per cent. should be taken or not. 
others who are interested in floating 6 per cent. railroad | 
l 1 peckled character, and thes 
sons desire to have the Government attempt to make a loa 
| drag heavily and by comparison yield less interest nominal 
half than the bonds which they represent. 


There are still other parties, as so well said yesterday by 


other bonds of @ miscellaneous and 








} 
: , | , 1 17 1 
ere 18 a prospect of its being disposed | tor from Kentucky, who now hold the 5 a1 
| 
| 
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| Government, and they would like to hold them a goo 


these bonds cannot be taken out of their | 
not stop until the Secretary of the Treasur) 
cash in hand to pay for them. If not 


| will be a loss to t 


They know that 
the interest will 
yaid the difference 


12,000,000, or enough 


the Government of 51 
nt. in the whole loan for some time. 
Committee on Finance yesterday leaves little room foranything | Of course all these parties make up a powerful combinat 


rid in advocacy of the present measure. I shall there of a 3 per cent. funding act, and when passed their favo1 


T 
t 
7) 


L Ir. President, ve e speech of the chairman | half of 1 per ce 


| expected to cease. 


} 
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funding bill by the Com: tee oO! lo restrict a loan to the rate of 3 per cent. would necessal 


ws are like Vy to bring the measure fine its ac ceptance to the few place s where at times there are 

l make it a success. Anything | seeking employment upon any terms, and there would be non 

failure, it is clear had better | for bonds or Treasury notes to be found in the greater portio! 

States where business is remunerative and where higher rates 0 

rhe unbounded prosperity which has be owing over and fer- | terest prevail. Toa great extent I should be glad to have these » 

5 OU try lor a year or two past natur inspires us with | distributed among all of the States. I hope that not a dollar w! 

, ct | abroad, thoroughly believing that it would be easier and better} 

8 people of this country to support a public debt bearing 4 per ce! 
interest, paid to and expended at home by our own people, t! 


ite of interest is, as Mr. Lincoln wonld have said, “ a big job.” | debt at 3 per cent. paid abroad and annually draining the countr) 
rhis is to be a popular loan, obtained, as we hope, from the pockets | a large sum to which we bid adieu forever. 
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ere about to put even »! { re } ds | tes tstan I it mut they s 
‘ e market instead of S07] l iid | em »one by one, f and near ! hem to the Treas 
ress the market price. The 4 per c ds posited for the | ury: a task which might require years to complete. Any bank ha 
curity of national bank circulation, w h e tre veek to week | ing 5 or 6 per cent. bonds is to be compelled to taks 3 per cent ‘ 
‘ iraw n excess of the amount dep e¢ ( : the mar- | at par or to quit the business. Hereafter only ‘ nds 
et that amount or additio1 S si iw int.itis | are to 1 , J +} “ety 
) in en a } t puo POs LO be W 1] i 
5 I i he | the allo i » Oy or go ¢ l é 
h of d he? February, | arising fre sing r circulat is the shif 
R { 3 vithar 815,000 | ge seasons of business req is to be hamstrung to 1 
‘ sites exces i these s withdraw! | emenned en ept t ai¢ sit of » pel cent. bonds, whether to 
the Treasury and thrown upon the market was $3,729,500. The | or not, and not to be diminished save by the tedious process of l 
ess of 44 per cent. bonds withdra ‘ r same time Ww us | ig and retur r lentical issue which bears the name of the 
$1,467,900, If these small sums are all the mark now sustain, } bank. An exa ut of this section, with what of the Revised 
eftect of $671,000,000 of bonds at once throw ) t market | Statutes it is to repeal and what to re-enact, will shov 
ve easily foreseen. 8 t I have n t ts character. 
now that on its face it would be po Sst the er of | It would not be difticult to create a panic among the stockholders 
Government to obtain a |] 1 at one et ent. less in- | of the national ba 3 that would spread among the people and prov 
st, and it might be more popular to assert the power of the | y dam ng,if not disastrous,to any refunding measure. It is 
Government to obtain it at I per ent. less interes Tha would | ) 1 tl ban] ¥ capit il is severely, if not unjustly, taxed n 
ible the popularity, but it would not dispose of bond. Middle and Western States 34 per cent., and in New England and 
s is all mere matter of opinion, and the financ condition, pres- | the Southern over 24 per cent rhis accounts for the fact that there 
and future, of our country is to be taken into the account; and it s a smaller number of national banks to-day than in 1876, and 
s, | fear, a vainglorious assumption to start out with the idea that | $49,994,429 less of Their earnings in 1873 were over sixty- 
Americans have so much money that they do not know what to do | tive millions, »,080 In 1878, and in 1880 had still reached 
‘ t, and that they will let the Government gobble it ts | to no more th: heir dividends for years have averaged 
terms without any reference as to what may be its +} but a fractio t., and every year for the past five years 
ue ior years to come. j I In tWoTo the banks have pa dad no dividends what 
It is a mistake to suppose that a 3 per cent. bond will yield as | ever 
ich interest as the 4 per cent., bought at the present price of 13 This proves rs t the reu ion of tional-bank notes is 
er cent. premium. The latter when issued had thirty years to run, | growing less and less profitable ; and, second, that any large amount 
ind will yield more than 3 per cent. until the premium rises above | of new bonds thrown upon the market must of necessity depress the 
-percent. Buteven afresh block of these long bonds suddenly | price. In no event can it be expected that the whole amount of the 
t upon the market would cause n price. new bonds will be exchanged for those now outstanding, which beat 
Another great fact deserves not know that call loans | a higher rate of interest, and other parties willing to trust the Gov 
made in all money markets at lowest rates. In the month of | ernment upon cheaper terms must be found. 
ary last the call rates in Boston were from 4 to7 per cent.; in Since March 4, 1577, the public debt has been reduced about two 
} delphia, from 3 to 6 per cent Cincinnati, from 4 to 5 per | hundred million dollars. Not esteeming a public debt a public bless- 
‘ d in Saint Louis, from 6 to 8 per« t It thus appears that | ing, 1 would tinue that good work; but I expect no such 
is nowhere going a-begging. heavy reductions in the future as we have had in the past kunding 
Phere is one skeleton in the closet of the United States Treasury, | at a lower rate of interest will enable the Government to pay off mill- 
vever alarming its future aspect may be, the fact of its exist- | ions more the comi ear and every year thereafter than would be 
ere remains indisputable. [ hardly need to explain that I] possible under the 3 we are now paying. To besuccessful in our 
er to the not less than $78,000,000 of silver in the Treasury, and | future financial negotiations I do not think would be wise to go 
he people stubbornly refuse to touch or handle It » huge ] out of our way nd upon a different matter, to pick a quarrel with 
t on our hands, which we can neither chain nor let go free. | the national banks. It will be more to our advantage to use them as 
seen with pleasure t there is a < ntion soon to assemble | potential instrumentalities in promoting our refunding operations. 
he favor of lrance, G rmany, a d the United States, to con- ve do that, ( vill not on] take their share of the new bonds, 
I is best to be done with the s T t ‘ if large din the disposal of the remainder. War should 
estion of the gravest difliculty, reachin ‘] il t 1 ipon th itiona! banks at this time, not because we 
l regret that diplomacy has 1 "a ear because the continued prosperity of the country largely 
ct at a much earlier dav. bi lou | l n leavy x them full power to co-operate with the Gov 
o any acceptable result. It is, howeve Ly } j fu rwer to loan the capit he pub 
remedy for the disjo! itions universally prevailing of gold | I had hoped that the time had at length a ed whe » financial 
er coin If the measure shall tinaliv be ag Jaabaines | iemesbes INVOLV r no partisan irritabiliti I it receive nearly the 
proposed convention should be 154 of silver for 1 of g ld, in- | unanimous sup rtoftheSenate. Ihadsuy sed the funding bill left 
ead of the present ratio of 16 to 1, while its intrinsic value or maz the Committee on Fit ce with very much of its good-will We had 
t relation stands at 18 tol, it will be likely to pl nge us into deeper | the aid of the Seere ry ol e Trea vy. wil e well-matured opi 
ad wider embarrassments th: vhich now seem to vex us. the country | rned to resp r members of the S¢ 
[ reter to this only to show r bonds and credit have got to | shall giv her et t ( inwortl 
d the shock threatened in ution of this problem, and one | slightest consider 
graver has not perplexed state ri { present century. If In the practic ext 
e coinage of silver is to be m: ained, s obvious tha ny turn | proposed | he ¢ tee « | I lL; with co 
reign exchanges against the count ould car our stock of | upon t secretion « Ss t f Treasury to obt 
to run 1y from us more sw n it recently came to us. | utmost for t ds and Tr I es which the 1 
$ vould suddenly ind violen iy re Luee i alue of allour publ Cc Wi ia rv I re ¢ rel uel 0 b ] 
ties a l2 per cent. or more. I cannot believe that it will | seek a pren highest possib n li 
policy of any one to have ou urities, Vy or at vy futur interest shi l then ! nd to be the st traction too 
e, unable to float at par in the general markets of our countr the premium | ‘ cil » that extent t neipal of 
it is a degradation from which it is to be hoped iV escané | debt would f ott se the rat f ere 
favored the half of 1 per cent. for expenses of engraving, pril | Although I earnes favor of the vest rate « 
nd negotiating the bonds instead of « rth of 1 per ce hich our : be refunded ¢ at 1) 
ecause the experience of the Treasury Departme1 funding a{|a4per cent. bond sold f proper pre 
large sum at less cost tha 1Wwas ever b tore aone b iny govern- Lrove ment oOo! 
tin the world proves con¢ lusive i! that it lor one | rhe ] ea otes et be issued at arateol ( 
irth of 1 per cent., and that no more of t]} t. will | r ner cel While L am not 1 iin lo th this description 
sed than is absolutely required. L’'nder { Ps {G Vel me DA fearing its temporary < t nl perate 
st of the funding operation was thirty-five of 1 pe | to inflate the lume of currency, yet it is probable that any skillful 
ent., and & large part (three hundred n sposed Secretary of lreasury will seek opport ties | hich 
y him went without anv commissions 1 teve li 3 cessor | blocks of these notes ma we temporarily ( 3 low a rate ‘ 
es as well, the country will be fortunate as 2 or 24 per cen 
Che Committee on Finance propose » STI © 0 sect I OT the Congress at this session has no highe ity to pert rm thal 
se bill for the reason that it has no neces pertinent con- | enacting a wise and entirely practicable re funding act. The report 
mn with a funding bill, but is revolutionat destructive of | of the Committee on Finance was made after very patient and care- 
he freedom and continuance of the national- ig system. It | ful deliberatior I think it would be a very serious mistake to reject 
ompels the banks to present their 5 and 6 per cent. bonds within | any one of their recommendations, and the whole country, according 
‘days after interest has ceased, and if they neg] to my information, would hail the passage of this bill as reported to 
é bank must go into the hands of a receiver. Suc! the Senate with very great satisfactio It deserves, in my judgment, 
e held as security for circulation or for Governme the cordial and united support of every member of the Senate who 
s the bank to be allowed to pay the Government it nt high standard of public credit, and who 
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Govern! 
‘national debt 
am willing the coming 
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i ) ) e ) era 
t | ) ul Phe ! 
efel e to ‘ Che bar 
lt ri I isul te 
, va i ANKS That | ‘ 
ye deposits ‘ ) el irge surplus 
3 if sul 3 iv, in m 
; i cae provided 
l l ] ) J might not be a 
i I il it ad i le I « ) 
| r curr a ’ 
M Y I I ) ) i 
3 uy s sul t. Isimply wanted to say that ] 
tf voting for a 3 per cent md, believing as I do that 
arKet ¢ d that itcan and WV be Sustain ad] 
i { *} i Sts I T it ‘ i ] ¥ al also A 
o such as iS vosed I be ebyt Senator from J] f 
KIRKWOOD the ne 1e TO es heir monevs 1 thes 
notes as well ast capitalists. I would give themacha 
certain portio the loa i ra because Iam sure t 
ss of peop the count » want this kind 
Phe vant a t is not taxe i ere the ) 
ere ib t gett y { r intere hie At any 1 
t S i oD rtu T go iT I » SIL ObSeribe 
\ these remarks, Mr. Preside Iv leave the su 
red tos t l elo vot r Oo his amendment 
i peta { DO a ¢ A ne SU » «a a ‘ Ail I cert iin] s 
todo so. If we « sa $2,000,000 a year on this loan it 
rTe eliel 1 e tax-payers i W vi ive The s ( 
re better qualified to discuss it than I an 
Mr. ALLISON Before t mo itor leaves this ques i 
ye glad to know from him what length of time he proposes 
Mr. SAU} I should vote tor a 5-20 bond. I \ 
extended t allude to that before, but I want 
é l Ss W sho { tIlam notina hur 
¢ this del va to make this a little longer time t 
House b makes it. I shall vote for its being as long as 
t irs 
Mr. ALLISON Lo y wanted to know the Senator's posit 
Mr. MCDONALD. Mr. President, the bill under considerat 
ig entitled “ An act to facilitate the refunding of the nation: 
is certainly a very important one. From the monthly statements 


1 
he public debt as well as from the report of the Secretar 


[reasury we are informed what bonds are redeemable after 
immment of this session of Congress and before the meeting 
next, and what bonds are payable It appears that the amo 
be paid absolute s the Oregon war debt, amounting to $711. 
The amount that may be redeemed embraces the outstanding s 
cents of the Julv and August loans of 1361 and of the loan of 
nd the five percents issued under the refunding act of Jt 14, 137 
, 18 The tive pe t 


ion 1orm a part ol 





pal 
1870, for refunding t 
tional debt The amount of those bonds, as stated in the Se 6 
report, is $469,651,050 rhe act of July, 1270, authorized the iss 
of seventeen hundred millions of bonds in three classes, bearing 


different rates of interest, and maturing at different times 


per cent. bonds t 1@ amount of $200,000,000; next, four-i 
half percents to the amount of $300,000,000 ; and next, $1,20 
of four percents. 

Mr. FERRY. May I remind the Senator that the five per 
increase 1? 

Mr. MCDONALD. Before any of these bonds were issu 

of January, 1271, Congress authorized the increase ol 

percents from 2900.00 000 to $500,000,000, and this necessa 
from the number of bonds at a less rate of interest that t 


1270 authorized to be issued: so that after the amendatory act ol 


the classes stood $500,000,000 of 5 per cent. bonds, $300,0 

ver cent. bonds, and the four percents reduced by the amou 
1d been transferred to the fives. The first class of bonds 
mature in ten years; that is, they were to become redeemabi 
vears, and those are the bonds that we are in part to proyide I 
It will be seen, Mr. President, that after Congress had provid 
t } 


refunding the national debt in 1870, and had arranged for t 3ses 
of securities that were to be issued and the rates of interest that Thos 


different classes should bear, before any portion of them was | 
the market the arrangement was disturbed to the extent that} hav’ 


already stated, by increasing the number of bonds at the higher rat 
of interest that might be issued by $300,000,000. 
a 


From the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 1t appears 
the whole amount that might thus have been issued was not nego 
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+ come in, the $672,000,000, or about that amount, which become | there isin the vaultsof the Treasury to-day in cash $221,674 02. De ; 
nable during the present year. But there is 2 another point in | duct that from the amount of the six percents and five percents, whiel 
same connection. ae are over $100,000,000 of 4 percent. bonds. | aggregate $671,917,600, and you only have a little over $4 of 



















































































1 ire sold at the present tl remium they will perhaps be sufficient | indebtedness to fund. But itis said we must keep t ed 
' pay off the loan of su ly and August,1861, which is set down at | and odd million dollarsthere for resumption purposes. That 
2145.786,520. Certain] and the sinking fund would take up that | costly resumption, at the rate of t d twelve ‘ ar 
Che next it eo n of 1863, leaving outstand- We do not need it for resumptl } A t 
d unprovided for that part of the debt which we funded under | stands no man whom this Government owes 51 
of 1870 in 5 per cent. bonds that be e redeemable ee amount is going to the Treasury and d 1 
That is $469,651,050 left unprovided for; but that woul ple of this country do not want it, and 
104,652,200 in thirty-year bonds, for that is the time that says this interview before the « 
ir percents would have to run; it would be an extension « country do not want either gold or sils ‘ 
int of our debt ten years beyond the time that is contem} the national-bank and the Treasury not l 
even the amendments of the Finance Committee,and I l | 8S 1 knows the sa fac No t 
is the desire or p nose of ft] reel 1 t} a. wit ! i rreat part ol the i Ss t 4 
{ ( tries 1s 1 ( by hand t 
The very wos that we are here } ( Tfention over whether 1 ( lL « No busine i ( ‘ 
shall make these $400,000,000 of bonds, pr (. for in the bill, 
nal in five vears, as five-tens or fivé {wenties, or even at a shorter Secretary of t Ire I 
eriod, indicates very clearly that to pass any part of the —= by Se ors on this tloor that if we passed the i ‘ 
lebt that we are now seeking to provide fer so far beyond the was worth | t gold was ap l axiom wh ) 
f the Government as thirty years t in the eortemplation would deny two currencies of different values could 1 ! 
Senate at all; and it makes it the more important that we | thes @ ¢ trv Lt t Iver be ry les ld. i 
now upon this question in such a manner as to cover the would drive the id out of the country We asket 01 
f the issue that will become due during the course of the ¢ even when thata was ad lv ‘ ‘ the 
ummer. i gold out of Franc 
It is true we might stop and do nothing. If we did, the Secretary | Mr. KERNAN. M formatio 3 that t ha 
f the Treasury has informed us in effect that he hascontrol of bonds their gold in Fi e, and that it is one of their troubles the 
enough and of sinking fund enough, if he sells bonds at the present HEREFORD. Their reports do not show that f and it 
premium that they bear in the market, to take up all of the 6 per has gone from Frat it has come to our own country, 1 re we have 
cent. of the debt that stood back of the funding bill of 1370, that was | silverin great abundances It did not seek Gern voy re the ve 
ot embraced in that and was left unproy ided for, and the $469,651,050 | nothing but a gold standard; it did not seek Engla , 
f the five percents negotiated under the act of 1870. That is the | have nothing but a gold standard; but it came to the United States 
tuation, it seems to me, that this matter isin; and if we can come |] where we have silver, gold, and paper. Therefore, the argument of 
to such a conclusion as will satisfy t] public and the moneyed i the Senator from New York will not do. It wa rid t] this depre 
rest ol this country that what we ciated silver as cou to drive gold ont of the count What did 
r ultimatum, that we are ready to put the Secretary, or rather Mr. Knox, the Comptroller of 1 Currency, 
ms we prescribe, the bonds w lbe taken. Bu tell us in his interview the other dav with the 8 ite committe 
| the boy who went to market to sell his horse with the declaration | He told us that t been bi l to this co y he 
it we want $75 for our horse but we cannot ve will | Ist day J I 7 ! coin « 247, vO 
take $50, then as a matter of course I think we shal » found nego- | years. l L silve crea ilo he 
| iting for the $50; we shall have to submit to what the money- | aggreg OQOU,00 © wert l the I 
enders want, that the ver bill was go to e it < i { 
Mr.COKE. I wish to submit an amendment to be propos to this | g1 en upon t! r to-d ‘ 
ding bill, and I ask that it be p | } cent. bond. 
ALLISON. Let it be reporte: | Mr. TELLER. If the § to re 
Che CHIEF CLERK. In section 4, liz 15, after the word ‘< mind him tl the t c) ( ‘ ( tec 
eled,”’ it is proposed to amend by inserting: announced issed tl \ | 
{ 2 ad That nothing contair t 3 act all } construed as to ds at 
the cancellation or retirement of the existing vol of t Mr. HEREFORI Yes, Sil 
[reasury notes, or any part thereot | Mr. TELLI I thought that might ‘ r’s 
Mr. HERE FOR D. Mr. President, Tam in favor of three proposi- | recollectio1 
0 First, I am in favor of refunding this debt, if it is necessary, Mr. HEREFORD very m obliged t e Ser 
i I doubt thi: mueh 3 necessal I am in favor of | ator from Color i { n ¢ I in of the ] ( ( 
refunding it at st rate of interest; se he shortest time ; | Senato ill, « made the statem passer 
und, third, to pay off the whole debt as fast as it can be done wit] | that bill vy could tS ny mo bonds ( tueu 
mposing too heavy a tax upon the people. with greater rapidit. it a lower 1 ‘ ‘ . that time 
What argument has been adduced before this ly to satisfy our | than we ever did before lour bonds are t th n et 1 
minds that the debt can: I ret ed at 3 percent.? The Com they have ¢ r be t l of t ‘ I ) thst 
mittee on Finance tell us that cert nkers went before that co1 the passage of the silver b Whe the Secret lye re the 
mittee and the Secretary of ti re went before that « i | committ t other « ‘ t 
tee, and we have his examinati before her n print, and he | 
nformed them that it cor not be « | does history | © f 
teach us? A few years ago this same Secreta ‘ befo t] ( ( l I 
same committee, and these same bankers went before that same com- 
mittee, and told them that if we passed the silver 1 resumption Year et 
was amatter of impossibility ; but we did not heed that Secretary of | 
Treasury nor those bankers and bankers’ clerks who went bef | 
them, and we did pass the silver bill, and the Secret of the Treas- | 1° 4 
himself afterward admitted th: as wrong and that Congress oe 3 638 10" 22 
was right, that the passage of the silver bill, so far from impeding | 1569...... i ; cg 13. 74 £65, 277 1 
r injuring the resumption of specie payments, aided and abettedit, | 137 . . i aia t " 
as I with other gentlemen | 1d the honor on this floor t state tl tit | Sil 3 2c l ‘ 
would do. | oe eoee 4, 10¢ 1 ' 
We saw what his opinion was worth t and what s opinion of eee : 72755 4 
these bankers and these bankers’ cl: was wort] Furthermore, | 1*% ag) : 
this same Secretary of the Treasury, 1 san rs and banke1 | Laz si, 452, ( ! ; 
clerks, went before that committee and'told them that we could not a BS co ‘oo : 
refund our indebtedness at 1 per cer We did not heed their advi 1x : vee 373 897184 4 
then, and we did fund at 4 per cent., and our bonds were sold with | 15°0- ‘ “— 3, SU, GIO Ye ae : = 
greater rapidity than any that ever had pr et them; so much so | ‘ ie oath ale 
that it astonished the Secretary himself and astonished the monetary | ; ; fi sea, ‘ 
world. Those four percents that he and those bankers said could 1 
be floated at par are to-day worth 14 per cent. premium. | The Secretary shows there that there has been collected from the 
That is all the evidence that we have had adduced before us. No people of this country, from 1* » 1280, inclusive, the enormous 
Tgament has been made to satisfy the minds of the members of this amout tof $5, ,752,062.10 in fifteen years. More than five b ONS 
body that it cannot be done. Why can it not be done? How much | and a quarter have been wrenched from the people, and at least one 
is there to fund? Only a little over four hundre lt : 








. llion dollars, if | third of that has been interest paid to the bondholders I think it 
you deduct the amount that is in the vaults of the Trea sury to-day. | is high time that this should be stopped. Over five billions and a 
rhe last statement of the Secretary of the Treasury shows us that | quarter in fifteen years-have the people paid, more than twice the 
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take astep forward greater tha t has ever dor ar 
The rodden South will bloon 1 blossom as it : 
done Phen this mone ] all over this 
be ns g others that I might add, Mr, P 
; r. Pre 
1 e@18 al necessit ior tunding a rll, J m tor tl] 
bonds and the very shortest time that can be rotte 
Mr. EATON. I need not say that I regard this as an « 
mportant measure I need not say that I believe it to bh. th 
{ penate, the au of the legislative authorities, in« id 
e, the House of Representatives, and the Preside 
ights as V as wel eé ours, to pass a lund r ly | 
o any discussio ith regard to the ver bill I sha 
thing about the hundred million dollars balance of trad 
‘ the United States which made resumption cert The 
trac do this, not t S « Congress We ha to do 
t easure h Lmeasure ot vit ny { ) e@ 
I e& ¢ nv and we want »>coO ‘ é & NOs } ‘ 
eople of the tr 
| nnot vote f t ! li t co Litt , 
( d to iT é l ~ t 1 ( nN 
essary for this | vb I< t e for it vet I th 
be I ng eto tort ears 1s ( b a » Le S 
to give! reasons tf thinking so I do t tl that a 
has but five toten vears or five tof ears torun < ® 
per ce \ ning five to forty ul 
i base! judgm«e n theo ) many ot tl 
cu of the ‘ state ited 10% } ( 
premium ess than ten days. I want to show 
to show that altho l l the opt vear of fiv 
( ere ( he tL we rive the ¢ Tt ( 6 totort \ 
| Ll cann ) ) t L D-4 i hy Beca 
\ 4 t ‘ Lol yea} 3 1Mpossibie 
t sts of the co the people of the count Vil Sé 
examination of the bonded ¢ ft co trv that 
t Lb These per ce t. be as Ca paid att endo 
1 ears, or bwe TV eal LV We ve on the s | 
Ls] ie option of paying S250 l-a 
We have o the Is aay or sep S 
now, t option of paying S73 t 
make these bonds five-forties, t re 
[he Government < t pay tl five 
irs 1 tw ears, or t! \ t ( 
prosperity a ) ring time, and tha 
‘ ecte 1 se0 1 VW ‘ her or 4 
pay four d-a-half percents in ten years and f 1 
twenty-six years, amounting to §1,000,000,000 in round 1 
exact numbers $98,000,000, There are $1,000,000,0' ( 


yne class 44 and one i pe r cent 


Finance ( 


cuished friends upon the 








ul they have taken that into considet 
( 1d, wit int that 
T hin the rs 16 W 
l nd pre financier 
co al e business en ol é itellig t 
f country will look at it in In othe 
we re piacing erore the pe | States a saf 
vestment. By and by I shall hav ’ another time 
regard to the amendment offered by my distinguished frien 
Iowa, [Mr. Kirkwoop,] whicl ‘tly in the right d 
I Phe entire pe le of tl 1en and women « 
ountl eaving the term tit 1e term men ot 
leavil » term business n in Alabama w 
ved , 





$500 or $1,000, will know that there is a bond here to 
» children or children’s children have forty years to 
Che farmers of the country, the mechanics of 


country who wish to invest $500 or $1,000 will see that 


sate investment. 


vears’ investment. 
Senate to think of this. I only wis 


s time of my brethren he 





1e reason why this 






I 
United States, will ind investment just as reé 


if it was a 10-40 bond and if the option was ten yea 


, . } ’ + +} 
stead of five years. If I fail in this, I shall then ask that this 
be 34 per cent. if we cannot agree upon 3, which in my judgment 
ought to agre In doing so we should save 52,000,000 ¢ 





} ; 13 it 


il The a nee vpetween © and o* per cent, 18 s:2,000,U 
difference between und 34 per cent. is $1,000,000 every yea 
possible that ought to be saved. The people are taxed enoug 

I do not wish to detain the Senate. I have not the slightest 





2 3 per cent. bond at a term of five to forty years 
ion of men whose opinions 
experiment. Bonds are chat 


1 per cent. bonds are selling ¢ 


be placed. I know it is 
value. Inde ed, I do not 
hands every day now. 
day,and buta trifle over 3 per cent. interest is realized when you ta 
the premium on the bond into consideration. Let us make this: 
We have got our thousand 


¥2 
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] + , ‘ or 
per cent. bond; let it run forty ye 











million to pay within the coming twenty-six years, and therefore 
y judgment—I hope I am wrong—the country will not desire t ) tak 
e option of 5 or 10or20. They have got too much to pay on a deb 
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a larger rate of interest to desire to pay any part of the 5 pert Mr. BAYARD. May I reply to the honorable Senator from ] 
~ nde within twentv-s veal reven thirty ye | It would be a sole (int 6 practice of s Gove me ean ( 
fore. I shall vote at prese gains ame! t of the | its funded debt if in the same issues, und aw. clas 
. | bonds were to be f 1d t ites { eres | 
VANE Mr. Pres I fee s kind | st be i loan that is ! nt iracter, 
to he nd to he¢ ‘ ople sa t _ who are temporary loan, a professedly short lo 
i ant terested ir est es. § ,as this is: and treasury notes as they are te l \ 
. é 5 yecont! the ( Geir » 3 measure ot ciassineath ot ) 3 
° } + 
) al ( irs » be vised | taxatlo the | rie having some at one é { S ‘ 
eopl ) \ ea Secret n extract from a | r lower rat no! Ss 
| ; 
1 l have re ‘ en ( one of the ost ¢ ent i le would 1f be 
ion of the « ! utters tl rtain to finance. | el aise! al 
} , } ; + y l 
ompend , é f e! | it} nt | uD : 7 we I r. i 
d States ought to « e, to v these bont uid bear | a mus be « side If al of this magnitude 
7 tonact vw . ‘ her | to | be offered « roposed to ered piecemeal it would dest: 
ae i ! é PY these | mpeten ol i ( the pa ot those Ww » were dGIspo t 
ro re I as . ‘ I | be its subseriber therefor sh the pra ibility of ett 
( f ( ‘ lt wv ( the first time in the story of this country, or, so fa 
s I kno ot v he I ol erest upon a class ¢ 
( ¢ ( l of t Gove I t ( ) er governm< : 
6 i | ch bef @ Se e, of Ire! ins 
for | r ) { bre! Mans a variation fro! 7 ent 
p | up to S24 per « for the lo ne i yar 
"| Therefore ume ¢ t would roduced of an iner 
‘ the | ¢ ed 1 t estol t ra terest; but as f 
f { g¢ a differ of terest rather providing a discretic 
. t | that ould e1 ‘ I rate ere 1 different bone $ 
= a tr thy oO tne same le | ] I » precede! ‘ i 
| ever can be dist ed for that; and I should say it would 
rf} t 1 \ e and lL be as I said , and one that I »no 
‘) think ought to1 ipproval of ¢ of the American peo 
a be s 1 , that the 1 @ < el st por ] mans of the I tec 
1 | States si ld be d et ul vit] {tic ] 
Phat is 1 reast d I thir ‘ ive gone ) ! erg 
11n ese Sho! MAS tl 1reas vy notes, as tl al . d 
k | hil +} ] 1 ly ¢ y ] 
C nd ‘ q ‘ DlLIS AST ( l ( er vou LCIn poral a ‘ 
| character, we propose to give the « é 0 the Secretary that he 
| 11 sue them at a rate of inter cceeding 34 per cent 
} Mr. BLAIR. I should eto a ( rable chairman of the 
{ LIRKWOOQO] ! ®1 Cor ittee on J ya questio I 3 to } nee that 
+ ) t |b dat 1 p eas ] ‘ hers ~« 
( § S ( egard to that 
t Li lthatwe| Mr. BAYARD. I hope n 
ds lx terest, but 1} Mr, BLAIR. Some entertain the: ut a be t astill lowe 
s edt I rthe | rate of interest « ced upon narket; at cent. « 
f t I ‘ é ( -1y cent., as the case 
I y ) ‘ l 1] ‘ ‘ “a © | ert ne! tl I , T 
eu b { ( g OF pe el ’ tgive| than par. Lam ul 
( ‘ ‘ Us S ul itl tha ‘ t t] 5 | United States » Issue 
easul otes? T! ( eas 3 | cent. bond, « sul 
re S t rive it 1 l i neu; se} be such ¢ \ 
t t al ‘ nes ‘ ry ( ti Lreasury, | bond will be take | 
Loe \ Ss as } i eal | them at | son that inevitab] 
lf him to t s high as | as that the Governm: 
t ¢ I t i ) ' na t 3 Ww | >) per cent. bor ; 
> tHe Opportunity of getting 1 vest rate pe ‘ and yet Mr. BAYARD. Of « 
d the nossibility of ‘ Thus ears to me nd | be excluded. | f 
e induced the Committee on Fir ‘ ) O} hat language. | stated by the Senate 
Mr. VOORHEES. I should e to ask the Senator from Iowa a Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, | h to say a word in answe 
1 question, wl} i I idress to g iccessful busi SS i my lleague, In addition to what has been already so well 
in, Whether he himself would buy a bond bearing 3 per cent. inter- | the chairman of the committee, with reference to this question of } 
st when he knew that if he did not buy it at thatrate he would have | ing in the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury a disere 
pportunity directly to bu bond giving him 4 per cent. ? In regard to the rate of interest on these bonds. I do not think a ™ 
‘words, this option would simply result in selling the bonds at | retary of the Treasury would desire that Congress should place 
maximum rate of interest. It would not operate to sell the low- | hands a discretion with regard to the rate of interest. That is 
bond. The 3per cent. bond would not be purchas d by the cap- | re ison why it ought not to be done; | here is stilla er! 
tal of the country when the capitalists kn hat in the event of a] which I think is potential in this re; The quest ' 
ire to dispose of the bonds at that rate of interest they are bound | are really end¢ ioring to solve now rate of inter ‘ be 
e di t 3} per cent. That is the reason that operated | the average rate at which our securities can be sold at pc I 
on my min member of the committee on this question, and I | policy of our Government is to receive par for all its securities. T] 
nk it is the view that was taken bv t] 0 ttee tirely upon | bill, and every other bill, I believe, that has been passed looking to 
t point. the funding of the public debt, provides tl sonds shall be sold 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I may not agree with the conclusion the Sena- | at par. 
has reached as to the ¢ t of sucha provision. I think if we Now, it is plain to my mind that if you t unon the market a 
vere to offer 4 per cent. bonds we could sell them at per cent. bond and say that it shall be sold at par, you become at once 
this bill we provided for the issuance of + per cent. at the mercy of any class of speculators or owners of securities, 
sell those four percents at par in the present sta whether of United States bonds o1 other bonds, who may choose to de- 
tket, but would sell them at a decided pri n. Ido not think | press the market one-eighth of 1 percent. Suppose, for example, that 
t the rate fixed in the bill would necessa1 trol the sale of the 3 per cent. bonds should be put upon the market and the market be 
é bonds. The point I wish to come at is whether or not, and if not, depressed one-eighth of 1 per cent. below par, the moment the depres 
not, the Committee on Finance deem it advisable to insert in the | sion is made the funding operation must cease. Now, therefore, if we 
vith reference to the rate of interest on these bonds the language wish to pass a bill which will stop the 5 and 6 per cent. rates of interest 
sed, that it shall not exceed 34 per cent.? we must provide such a medium rate of interest for the new bonds 
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Mr. PENDLETON presented resolutions of the Chamber of Com- | Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee « ( ane to w ra 
e of Cincinnati, Ohio, favoring the repeal of the law levying a | l the joint resolution (S. R. No. 1 = 
| tax on the capital and deposits of banks and bankers, and also | , reported it without amend - 
1 } , 1 } ‘ | DD é iv 
on bank-checks: which were referred to the Committee on} Mr. MORRILL, from the Commi R 
‘ | Grounds, to whom was referred th S, No. 17 
lso presented resolutions of the Bar Association of Cincinnati, | the erect ol ! building fo e us 
oring the passage of the bill (S. No. 817) to authorize the erec- | Gover me ( 3 t ( of ‘J ‘ 
tatue in honor of Chief-Justice John Marshall, formerly of | with amen 
Sypreme Court of the United States; which were referred tothe | Mr. DAWES, f1 Com er I 
ttee on the Library. | to whom was re! i the bill (S. No, 2173) to aut 
WALLACE presented a memor al of citizens of Greenville Ce - | tion oft a iil t I ling at Columbus, Oh 
.iford County, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the pas- | amendments 
the bill (S. No. 496) pr x for the adjud Land « } Mr. McDONA 1e ¢ on | ] ( 
nation of pension claims; 1 was ordered to lie on t 3 referred I No I the rig 
\ WHYTE. I present by George S Brown, | Uni { es ind ther } i} d.re rted it with« 
sT. King, Tucker Smith & Co., William W lward, and nearly | nt, a bi rt thereon: which was ord 
minent citizens of Baltimore, Maryland, in behalf of Indian | print 
As it is very short I k that tl memorial itse] ] I 
shar ? y i na tha hill r ‘ » thes = a ha y ‘ ar vr. ' 
hout th space Saag reg dene pra 5 ; Tne Mr. MAXEY is t that direct of the Committee « 
sed, Task that it Le On Chk tabie, s | Post-Oftices and Post-Roads, on Monday 1 ct I shall report back the 
emorial was read and ordere ) ( PCE OS SOMOWS* | DIE (Ee Rev INO. to establish post-routes, and I ask Senators it 
to the Congress of s | te l y havet amendments referred to the com 
nade¢ one ] e ¢ ] it I { . » Ss I l ] LisO Ply ) 
‘ of 1 Ly j ‘ ( ‘ s f consider 1 ot 
‘ i 1 ¢ t ( outh ( i } y at-} ; | 
a7 Ivania, and Ha \ | We JOH . 
ot ( ¢ ‘ iStatesto es s JOHNST' . 7 t >THE D rel ed »>bdD 
t re thev | t ) | e St tor il i s,and |] ve tha be ref l ) (‘om 
t ( i ( ‘ | 
i yy 1 
] ] s if ¢ oO! of th (senera As y of fi I \ ‘ I 
2 ¢ I - + Q a + | VO IRHEES , res is 
’ ‘ erre ) ( tee « } ) ( sidere ] s 3 ind eed t 
ls is olle Ws | ~ \ 
ted ) ae . Onan 
memorial of ( ( | . n 
Ss, prayu tor a i ; F , I 
Varrior Rive Ra | 
I orialist I é ( al A ( A RIVI I \ 
al 1 did, on the 14th « y t Februar A.D oe idopt a joint 1 moria a } M SI ATE I tted ) y eso ‘ 
i to the Congress of th i ‘ n act gran SIcleY l S « gE ? ] 
nd in aid of » const! I Rivers Railroad ik : a 
reasons therein set fort! bly « St 1 f S i SEX \\ 
the 26th day of January al ¢ ed to l trans ; senate t I of ' G f 
s of the United States ev for the impro prover ' 
the navigation of the 0 dad De lis, | 
ite, setting forth in said n rial f isons t] fo l eas | BRIDGE ACROSS , 
Gene Assembly of said State of Alabama did, on the 4th day of Mar \ . 1 ad 
’ ' T, > P >] AT, DD ] + 
7 lopt a joint memorial to the Congress of t United States, pr ng ar Mr. BAYARD Mir. Fresident-—— 
ition of mont the survey of the Sipsey R i State, all « Mr. WITHERS. Lask to call up, with t , f s tor 
ais Ha r their object the opening up, settling, and lmpro from Delaware, what is always regarded as a matte yf yr ege 
Le ’ ons of said State, and which memorials | TT sd - , ees = 
fn » Miscellaneous Document No may the report of the conterence committee on the disagre y votes of 
session Forty-fif s the Tennessee and Warrior Rivers the two Houses on the amendments of the S ate to the b Hi. R 
oad Company l, and existing by and under the No. 1351) to authorize the construction of free bridge across the 
sor Ul — ee | ae of the Uni Potomac at or near Georgetown in the District of Columb 
States, praying a grant of land in aid of its « tion; and whereas your memo av >. . ain . roti : ; — 
sts looking upon the said railroad line and its early completion as a matter of The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection to the re- 
t public importance to both the said State and tot count 3]! uest of the Senator from Virginia. The report will be read 
tat will ttle, ¢ 1 ¢ . "ce } - 1 } 
tit will open up to settleme: ( 1erce of the we 3 Mr. INGALLS. The report has been read, and it was laid over yes 
tforth in the aforesaid mem miner ‘ a el IA ala a a ele ee 1+ } tee } : 
ver. and agricultural re eye : terd my reques iat it might be printed. I have examined it 
nd in view of t great in f ra and am satistied tha the report 1s « yrrrect and that the Senate should 
er fact that tl ection throu ses st I 32 igree to 1 
ndition as described in said l approved M “76, to which | Phe VICE-PRESIDENT I 3, Vi t s e concur 
special ttention is called, t I lining mai in tl inds of » the eer yee wa tads ; 
Ge al Government; and in further fa t it seems impossible : - ; _— ’ . 
)open up or settle any section of country not possessing railroad advantages or The report was concurred 
lities, your memorialists would therefore reapectfully urge upon the Congress ; ‘ " 
f the United States the passage of the bill now pending in the Senate praying a RIVE! AND HARBO BI 
nt of land to aid in ¢] , tior f Toy } senak cua, 5 . Ty yt > x 4 
of land to aid in the const 1 of said I ee and Warrior Rivers Ra Mr. BUTLER. I offer an amendment relative to the survey of the 
IHN D. RATHER Blue Ridge ¢ 11 to the river and harbor | and I ask that it O 
P taf the & } thet i Shall ¢ t na ear d er f submit 
H. R. DAWSON ting some I ml 
S f Rey tat The VICE-PI Ay Ay f 
Approved December is + + 4 17 } 
My - 4 CO] ( , subject to ) { the Senator 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented a resolution of the Legisla- eS 
. > >e . >. 5 A ‘ + 
ire of West \ irginia in tavor of the passage of a law to rerulate the | 1 messare iro House « Repre Senta es Mr. G M 
traffic on interstate railways; which was referred to the Committee | ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to t 1 
Commerce. | of the con mittee of conference on the disagreeing vot \ 
He also presented additional papers to accompany the bill (S. No, | Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the b iH. J LS 
73) for the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Kuykendall: which were | Making appropriations for the consular dd ( 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. the Government for the year ending June 30, 1= 32 l f e! 
e¢ n iaim . 5 
Vin » T ’ 11T > rsa) . > 
Mr. BOOTH presented the memorial of W. B. Williams, of San | POSS 
1. Ty 





Francisco, California, in behalf of the match manufacturers of Cal- The message also announced that the Hous ul CO read the 
fornia, remonstrating against the al of the stamp tax upor vill (HE. Re Ne l) granting pen 
iatches ; which was referred to the C nittee on Finance 





mendment of the Senate to the 





bi 
| sions to the widow and minor children of M ael Meenan, deceased 
t 


mm} ra forthar annoannepas 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. a bila” ee 
Mr. SLATER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs,to whom was| A bill (S. No. 1070) granting a pension to ob H. Eppler; 
referred the bill (H. R. No, 1729) for the payment of certain Indian | A bill (S. No. 1302) granting a pension to Ann M. Pauldin 
war bonds of the State of California, reported it with an amendment,| The message also announced that the House had concurred I 
and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. | report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post Roads, two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 6969) making appropriations for 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 2043) for the relief of Sabin | the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1382, and for 
Trowbridge, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report | other purposes 
thereon; which was ordered: to be printed, The message further announced that the House ha neurred in 


hat t ri se had passed the 
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WALLACI rhe effect I understand it. 


















































i rl l ‘ 3 of I Denart- | tion disagreed to w | be the subj ct ot anothe onfer 
l fulfilling treaty stipulati irious In¢ tribes, Mr. ALLISON. Upon that single item 
‘ J ae a i¢ es Mr. WALLA( Tpon that Lu Le! T S 
he ; , i sed t } Ther S col ed 
‘ 
C VSULAI » DI IATIK Ll ( IATION 
\ i Mr. EATON ) ed t ( Wing reno! 
George W. Hens i I ( f r ve ot 
‘ d« el 6 Government for t 
( 1H82, and purpos er Tas 
\ ‘ © SE ' d to recomme ido1 i, to their resp« Touses aa 
P M | Ke Chat the H re from its disagreement to the t of 
bered 1, and agree to the sar wit in amendment ov I 
: atter proposed to | I I end t insertt fc 
i i i , } y y Nay , + + 
d’af na ee to the sa 
; ; 
‘ VO i Wy Vi I 
: DAVIS 
2 ‘ ‘ »H ‘ WM. WINDOM 
. * T fhe part ort 
4 ; : y if i i | I | oO. R SINGLET 
\ I ! i it nee ERASTUS WEI 
e] « JAMES MO? 
. rT} reno S cf I ed 
: ( I ] a 
‘AVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
ew Q the \ | ‘ Mr. WINDOM submitted t following report 
‘ 3.) 711 ‘ r the « ‘ ( Che cor tee of erence ( sagreeing votes ¢ two |} 
i t ft I os iments of t » te toti I or u House No. 6969, mal ng ay 
‘ HW Tn ¢ 1 - - tr J 4 tas e naval t fiscal ir ending Jur ), 1B82. and f 
: c . having met, after 1 and free conference have agreed tor 
~ “To! é I tt the « tie t rer o recommend, to their respective Houses as follows 
ra the Ber Int tional Fishery ¢ to Chat the Senate ede from its amendments numbered 4 : 
| . S er |] Lire l Hou I fror disagres tot ndm«¢ 
] - ; . ) af 18 and 7 tot 
H N 2% rT »] rhat the 7 ieee tie ’ ’ ime 
] iW I A LOr 1 rsit \ r} SCS j l ( t ‘ t + Stril 
A H. R. No. 6942) to tix t ti ( olding the ad j l f ‘ ( I Ss 
+ nanrte ; I ed S ; estern dist | a 
i i sds ? ¥ 
4 4 rY ti, } 2A | ( t% TS 
. a (S. RN 5 g Une use < . ee to the sam n el I i of t 
\ ) se; the soidiers I n to held I \ sert £875.000 nd the Ser ea 
{ Septembe f 1X81 1 That the House recede from to the an , 
\ H. R. N 7) authorizin; es j 10, and agree to the same with follows: Insert aft 
; tute it the end ¢ e2 v retofore end 
‘ ent to extend to the Gover tand people of F1 I 1 ent than ere ‘ 1: ama dunert tm len thassel tha @ond 
of General La Fayet nvitation to join the Govert WILLIAM WI 
‘ ) Sine ne . a of 4 : , : H. G. DAVIS 
6 er of Lo Cor } \ I WIT! S 
. a A TKD 
LIAM THOMAS R. CO 
Mr. DAVIS I l { the ré for FRANK HISCOCK 
eS DI ed to | Rep- Mr. WINDOM. I will explain this agreement if 
a me e! of S » the | If not, I shall not take the time 
I. Rk. N -* ‘ : = in % mi The rep was irred 
? _ y ; ' . > cocrepp 
H IOUSE BILLS REFERRI 
nf AVIS } ihe ov y | Ss eived fr the House of Renpres 
é were severally read twice by their titles, and referred 
z mittee on Finance: 
A bill (1. R. No. 6034) for the relief of the 
ot George W. Henderlite, deceased: and 
A bill (H. R. No. 6847) to provide for the distributior 
dividends among the creditors of national banks. 
We) i The joint resolution (H. R. No. 393) authorizing the Se 
. War to loan certain tents, flags, &c., to the Masons at I 
ire + = ut 1 +n Tx +54 , } ’ + +1} 
Kentucky, Was read wice VY ST . ad reterred ) ( 
on Military A 
‘ wit 
eel } 
to | 4 
i ve | 
‘ I A ; 
} 
hes of the Trea r thorized to issue bo 
‘ S ‘ ding $4 000.000. of nt it 3 of $50, or som l 
shall bear interest at the rate otf per cent. per anr 
ILLIAM A The VICE-PRESIDENT. On this question the Senator f ( 
[LLIAM D ecticut [Mr. PLatr] is entitled to the floor. 
vr » > ‘ ‘ . “7 ald ¢ 
ASTUS WI S Mr. FERRY. If the Senator from Connecticut will yield 
O. R. SINGLETON moment, I wish to state that as a member of the Committet 
AY A. HUBBEI nance I desired an amendment to the bill which by a majority 
, . committee was deemed unwise, and I did not press it in comn 
Mr. ALLISON. I ask what will be the effect of an agreement to | I felt a delicacy in presenting the amendment to the Senate un 
that report ? | Senator from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, ] also a member of the comn 
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a imename Stil submitt gy the y, “* Let S tl te et us go lower dow n the wes 9 
ent 1 pri s ‘ ee | ‘ t press t ble rate had been named, men would be found to request that ‘ 
rto otter tl endn I vive n e to the Ser loan should or on the market at even a lower rate 
il e pro} I ‘ endments ol he committee It seems to ni » that this is not wise statesmans D l th kk ut 
e been acted « 1 é e 15 of section 1, tostrike | from the best information we can obtain we are warranted he 
' é ] ite é ind the same elief that 54 per cent. Is the lowest rate of interest at wl a 
t ‘ a ( 7) i ( sel not ex loan can be negotiated. Let me allude once more to the recommend 
3 To re { Le est e m ations of the Secretary of the Treasury. What object has e to 
i et deceive in this matter? He has no glory or fame to acquire in th 
I'l Mr. Pr iccess of this funding operation. He is to leave that Departme 
VITHERS \ the S m | , ome where he has so well won his fame as a financier, and the operatior 
f nannouw ement | ol funding r the debt is to be intrusted for success or failure to bnew 
ATI Yes, sil |} man, to @ man ws o, however much of honest purpose and ability he 
ITHERS. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropria- | may bring to the question, will certainly be to geome extent untried 
5 to press the appropriation bills which are now in my hands | the business of negotiating loans; and as with the Sec retary « he 
sideration to-day, hoping that we may reach a vote on the | Treasury so with the Committee on Finance. To whom shou ad owe 
bill now ler consideration, but I am also instructed by oe ? To those men who by careful study and long experience 
mittee to pr them t row morning to the exclus of | best capable of judging what is the wisest rate of interest to 


























hing else. i adopted, or to the speculators of Wall street who are interested 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. Preside I desire as briefly as I « to address | ing arate of interest adopted at whieh this loan cannot be tloated at 
Senate upon the question as to the rate of interest this contem- | par 
ed loan shall bear, and to give such reasons as occur t for| WhenI consider these questions it seems tome my plain duty, unless 

s yreport of the committee, and the rate of 3} per cent. | somebody can show me that there is no question that it 1 be nego 
er than any lower rate. tiated at a lower rate of interest, to follow the suggestions of the 
remember once to have heard a remark which for the sound phi- | Secretary of the Treasury and the Committee on Finance. That has 

sophy it contained, concisely expressed, seemed to me to have aj not been shown. Noneof the 44 per cent. or other bonds of the Gov 

cht to take its place among the current proverbs of the country. | ernment are selling at a price to-day which shows that a 3 per cent. 
as this: “It is better to be safe than to be sorry.” I think in | loan can be negotiated at par. England has put an East India loan 

e consideration of a question like this, the results of the decision | on the market at per cent. and I do not believe, much as I would 

vhich may be so momentous, we may we - apply that homely | like to delight myself with the picture, that the credit of this coun 

ase. Itis better in this matter to be safe than to be sorry here- | try is yet stronger and better to any appreciable extent than the 
ter. credit of Great Brit 

What is the situation? What is the Government to gain by sue- | But Senators say the Secretary was mistaken once, andthe members 

ssfully funding the 5 and 6 per cent. bonds at 34 per cent.? It is the Finance Committee were mistaken once; they thought that 

gain asaving in the annual interest charge during the whole period the last loan could not be funded at 4 per c¢ ; Others said the loan 

time which those bonds have now torun of $12,000,000 in each | could be funded at a lower rate of interest ‘the an 4 per cent., and 4 

What is it to lose if the rate of 3 per cent. interest shall be | per 0 . Was & compromise rate, and subseque nt events have devel- 
d for this loan and there shall be a failure to refund it? Itis ped the fact that it might have been placed then at a lower rate of 
rtain to lose $12,000,000 for one year, because nobody will claim | it iterest than 4 per cent., therefore they are mistaken now. I do not 

t any refunding bill could be passed to go into operation in less E thi that follows. Why were they mistaken, if mistaken at all? 

e than a year if the one now proposed shall fail. Very probably i: Ree se they failed, as well they might fail, to foresee the unparal 
period of time during which we shall fail to save this $12,000,000 | leled prosp. rity which was just in advance of them. I think Sena 
year will be indetinitel iv exte nded, and very saekubhs and almost tors rho how suppose that this loan « an be. egotiated ita iowel 

rtainly, we shall be unable at any future date to pass a funding bill rate of interest than 34 per cent. will find that they are mistaken, 
h can be successfully put in operation by which we shall be able | because they fail to see that just in adv e of us is a condition of 

save as much as we shall save by a bill in which the rate of inter- | things in which it w be vastly harder to fund this loan tha is 
st is fixed at 34 per cent. | at Lo  prese nt ho ; 

It seems to me that Senators who do not agree with the recom- he advocates ot » per cent. interest or a + per cent, interest 
lations of the Secretary of the Treasury, who do not agree with | look only, as it seen ; to me, at t © present momer! t. Let me suggest 
recomm endations of the Senate Committee on Finance, but who | to them that we are to-day riding on the top wave of a wild specula 
‘ they see in the present condition of affairs an opportunity to | tion, and that they and that others seem to lose sight of that fact 

y toriety for this country by placing its ee i gor market } and to suppose that 1 the setting in of the tide. It is al- 
wer rate of interest than that recommended by the committee | ways so. Past experi teach every cool and level-headed 









































La OWeR rate of interest than that at which any government on | man that the rise inv e enormous volume of business and 
as hitherto been enabled to sell its securities at par, fail to Cl arly reached, their maximum, and 
scnmaeia tie umaabiiinn of a failure of it a less rate of | th nd that not very remotely, I fear, indeed, be 
terest than 34 per cent. hey seem to t unted, notwith- | fo “ation shall be set in motion, reverses which 
standing this overwhelming weight of opinion that a ’ » fall in values, a fall in prices, if not pan 
in cannot be securely and certa n iless the rate of | and I know that every man who refuses to believe 
est is as high as 32 per cent i > at a less rate, | tha commenced this upward movement of va 
tarate as lowas 3 percent. Proba n no other country on t prices are going on increasing indefinitely, is 
face Ol globe would there be any serious hesitation in adopt- | called a croaker, an alarmist; but I think we ought to take couns 
gy the recommendations of the minister of finance backed by the of our sound judgment rather than of our rosy hopes. I think we 
m . legislative department hich had the matter in | should realize the fa that in all human obability this loa: 
irge 1 | nce, ¢ (rel uly, ¢ nany o her be put up the market S Ad vA© 4 ditions Lor it 
ntr ul, siich recommendations would be adopted | cess than « to y st, tl e condition of the m ‘ 
0 most without CLIS¢ SSLO before it sha r less favorable to p ~ 
l Vitis entireiy diltlerent 1a n | i than ( ' 
S nselves to t] deme body else. My collea Mr. EATo> ( s seit in lavor ¢ 
0! l 1] s der their l ) bond and 1 A i | ra l Lye ego t ad l > pe ce 
the opinior 3 ol ) nevert of the el | . mong bUCLOrs nd thos 
In If Wise to follo recom! l ms of t nvest & bonds that ill mpossible for »G ) 
opportunities to kno t ; $ I his | | them ( I I other ords, t] ut Cia I 
Y apparent be yond contradiction, beyond i practically tort ear bond, and therefor ’ 
uiventure, that a loan can successful e ate oi t t cent. per a lt 
te of interest t] i they ree Immena For one, i am < npeled « te! ith him as to ft ( 
ely certain after an examination ¢ ( bond I ope 1I believe that with w {1 ana ( 
i ned in my mind the slightes < l auen prosp S es vith pe rceful rela ms oI 
re to disregard the ree endat of the O ar »well qua we ull re id the last dollar of out 1 uev 0 
| to speak upon this subject. | the lanse of fo ears. Tha i ent 
What this dis — n to depart ire ommendations of the | nation may be jUSTLY proud. earned glor 
s retary of tl » Treasury and the recomme! tions of the Commit- side which the glor f havi orrowed cheaper than an) el 
on Finance arises from,l1 am unable to tell. Possibly it arises | nation will fade and be unnoticed. | not believe that if the Go 
the fact that every man deems himself the best financier in the | ernment shall find itself unable to take advat tage of itsoption to pay 
ted States individually. Possibly it arises from the the bonds to be issued as proposed this Senate bill after five years 
on’ ol the : itiz ns of the United States to haggle and dicker in | it will have any difficulty whatever in paying them at the end of 
rade. I believe if the present Secretary of the Treasury and the | twent vy years. That period will occur in the interval between 1591 
mmittee on Finance had recommended the f1 of this loan at F and 19 WV he n no other bonds are falling due, a most enent 
er cent. Interest, men, I fear Senators. woul been found to ime for their payment 
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Mr. Pre , 
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¢ 
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a ( t 
i 4 
ww! ) t t 1 t 
ques h ) i 3s overl é \ . 
‘ 
i a 
e at tere j i el t 7 AL fie ! . 
; ( 
teres dj tt 3 id i ct . 
ra ove! ( ( ‘ ree eT ‘ ~ 
f interest v . 3 for the S 
rrower a rate of tere hich is too S 
What is a fair rate of interest? It iscerta ’ :' 
hich the le ke if he coul It n ( t . 
est rate ‘ the (, el! 7 ? eal a I ; ; . is + + . nt 
| ‘ What fair rate « teres e cons \ 1 rus this 1 € 
{ é ind t our ) r t res etore 
e ive ears Op sha ( 1 ( eLOre tT we eal gt ill i ’ ( I 
: ee ’ ROBERT 
‘ pire whe these bonds mature | tf belo to be 
of terest the res et these b S oo be ( S c 
ister I think w \ et ove ual t enelits f 
be derived from the LN Ww the Government might make 
he « erence et ‘ I believe th rate to } LA I 
fair ti ar wisest ans ( ( I t \ } l es 
} + } , 
Hone i ‘ i ( $ Lint I | S A - 
y at par \ x times of par aga v N Na : 
rovicde me © ¢ y Oot W ( we cannot cer I io Foreig 8 1 
yt } ‘ } 
wa e i é ‘ ot - 
to S104 t eve i t ‘ ce Paan Bens “ : 2 4 
mond > re 3 ¢ ‘ y ‘ ‘ National bar » 4 
twent ‘ 3 ] hiv I i ts ' S ne t t} nawe t + } ' F ~ 
to i. cheat ‘ { this Governme ) , Aly 
} I 14 Z 
lowe ite of ters tha y otherG f has ¢ bye | ‘ 1 bond 
1O Place T “” as. 7 ( } ( Thes $ . 
per cent terest ly at {0 or s+, and to ask themselves whet st 24 
the whole count t tl t to t wisdol f their posi- nks 143, 94 
tion of to-d: F 
Whom does the G l es tot e this loan We are to oo 
] } it 7 t nlieat largea » take egistered bonds ...... ° - 
bes ese for that purpos t s fal I f x table ye e tot mou of 4, 4 
; . ; . ‘ r diffaT t , € +} ’ 
as possible it 1 y be kept ont of the hands of the capitalists | ling eld the tour ditiert SEC ns 0 co ! a 
} t the | l é 
it in large blocks and distr ted among the thrifty, humble peopl “™ cag ‘ ee . 
of th 3 land If ‘ ‘ i wit! the yT enders ot ] Te 
the question would be ! re ditferent: buat ‘ aeail tl ; 
our own people ; é vii with wome t ( dre wit} 
those whos property is t inds of radians al trustees t 
the farmer who has laid aside ter raril ttle money, th the Mal I Lota =o 8 
merchant who a little bala desires to ‘ ss 
security which be not o \ sS ‘ safe, b wh 1a 5 
convert at any moment without loss Do we want tostand—if I may 
use the word—jewing with this class of people to see whether tl = 
rate of interest shall be 34 or 5} Or o per cent We must remember 
that what the Government will save by cheapening the rate of inter- | Eastern States ) | B20, S20, « 4, . 
. fiddla Stat Q . 7.2 100 ~ 
1. : Dh } ee + ‘ ae Middle State 99 i ] 
est { tp t whom ive OK Ww { gl extent 19 45 
est this class of people of wh I 1 6 spoken »a grea Western States 3 ) 10. 842. 1! . 
1ORe, Sonthern State 10, 241, 200 2, 898, 550 
I called this morning at the Census Office to look over some of the - ——-- —— | 
tables which have been prepared under the direction of the Superin- lota 327, 18 , ; ; | 
. 
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tendent of the Census, and he promised to send me some in time for ! “ 
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From these tables it will appear that of that portion ef the regis- | they are to constitute the le surplus wl an bes i. 
od bonds of the United States now held by individuals 29 per cent. | children by the New England mechanic and the weste1 ho 
‘the New England States is held by women, 20 per cent. in the Mid- | haslaid up by steady attention to his business a little : om 
and Western States, and 22 per cent. in » Southern States. That | I hold it to be unfair and unjust for this Gove + ¢ ] 
urse does not inclu those held by guardians nor by trustees | Interest on these bonds wl ich sh | t, during a a al 
by savings-banks, where the poor and the humble have so largely | they have to run, be reasonable a fair to su ‘ 
posited their surplus earnings; but it shows this significant thing | tain their securities at or about par. 
it the loan is passing out of the hands of capitalists and passing For one, if this be a popular loan, as we hope, lit] at 
+o the hands of the common people of the country, and in that fact | persons such as I have described could be ind a 
an element of strength of which this country ought not to be for- | this loan at 3 per cent., I would not vote for that rate. | ‘ 
ul. pay 4 per cent. than 3 per cent.; and putting aside t mie de 
5 Bi fi re I pass from this part of the ec 1 relation to sire to speculate in Government bonds and who at 1s 
rv what is a fair rate of interest, I will say that I expected to e | the up in Wall street beyond their intrinsic value, as they are non- 
om the Superintendent of the Census a table showing at what rate | dividend-paying stocks to the neighborhood of par, I « eve 
bonded indebtedness of the cities of the United States amounting | that the business men of this country desire a loan to be pl we 
ily seven hundred million dollars is held. Some of the cities of | th r ce ind I think they would prefer it should 1} 
United States are paying as high as 10 per cent. None of them | cent rather than less than Chis Government, if the bond is real 
except in an exceptional instance lower than 4 per cent, The great | \ orth more than par at 3} per cent., will reap its advantage in the 
bulk of the bonded indebtedness of the cities of the United States creased pre! m:; the Governme! ll lose nothing ; ana 


ys between 6 and 7 per cent. interest. 
though they may be nominally taxable, are practically 

ntaxed. 

If it be said that 
Senators if they propose to invest their capital in enterprises, how 
ever safe they may be, which will return them only 3 per cent. after 
deducting taxes? For the purposes of this argument they may think 
that they will, but as a practical fact you will find them investing 
money in enterprises which they think will yield 6 per 


+ 
¥ 


or 5 per cent. at least, as the lowest rate of interest, deducting 


hose bonds to day, al- 


cable and 





3 per cent. isa fair business rate of interest, lask 





cent. 





taxes, 
which is compatible with successful business. 

Who in fact is to take and hold this loan 
banks are largely to take it, and the inference 
quence at how low the rate of interest, you may the banks to 
take these bonds and be satisfied. I have no interest in national 


banks; I do not own a dollar of stock in a bank, and therefore I may 


It is said that the 
is that it is no conse- 


compel 


ng eventually 


least able to bear it, to a gre: 


thus prevent a on that class of people who 


are l whom we ie 





ast desire 


should bear the loss, if ar there 


But the rate of interest that is to be paid in business transactionsdur 


ing the next five, ten, or twenty years is to be largely affected by the 
rate of interest which the Government places upon this loan. I know 
that the Government rate of interest is 1 the only thing which in 

tluences the business rate of interest; but it does intluen does 
have its effect upon it. When you reduce the Government interest 
there follows or goes along with it a reduction in the business rate 
of interest. The business rate of interest is a most important fac 

tor in the future prosperity of this country. If it be too low ther 
is danger in it as surely as if it be too hig! It the rate of erest 
be too high, what is the result It eats up capital, it eats up the 
capital invested in all business enterprises, and bankruptcy follows, 


hard times follow. And what if it be too low Che capitalists seek 


say that I have no patience with the sentiment abroad in this coun- | other avenues for investment, they are tempted into speculative en 
trv which cries “down with the national banks.” We should not | terprises, and they will do what they are doing to-day, put their 
have a country to-day if the banking system had not been adopted | money at risk for the sake of obtaining a higher rate of interest than 
and put in operation; we should not have prosperous business to- the current rate What is the result of that Overspeculation, 


day; we should not have good times to-day, if it had not been for 
that wise system of banking—the wisest and the best in my judg- 
ment that exists on the face of the earth—a system which furnishes 
absolute seeurity to the bill-holder. No man in this broad land ever 





overtrading, followed by panic, by 1 
this country needs, what the business of the country needs 
ble, fair rate of interest, one which shall neither be too bi 


low; and I think in fixing the rate 


W hat 


3 a sta 


by depression, by hard times 
gh nor too 


should 


of this Government loan we 


lost one dollar upon the bills of a national bank and no man ever | have in view the influence that the Government rate of interest is t 
vill. have upon the business rate of interest. 
It is said they make a great deal of money, and therefore they can Mr. President, all these considerations lead me to hope that the ree 





afford to take these bonds at a very low rate of interest. I believe 
the fact is, Mr. President, that during the last five years the dividends 
paid by national banks upon their capital and added surplus has not 
exceeded upon an average 6 per cent., and those dividends are taxa- 
ble in the hands of the stockholders. I ask Senators to consider this 
fact, that the circulation of the national banks is not as high by sev- 
eral millions as it was five years ago, that it has been decreased in 
the last six weeks. I read an extract from the speech of the Senator 
from Vermont, [Mr. MORRILL, ] yesterday : 

In the month of January, 1821, and twelve day 
$5,545,300 of the 4 per cent. bonds were withdra 


f February 


Thus 


s ott month ¢ 


wh and $1,215,800 deposited 






in six weeks the excess of these bonds withdrawn from the Treasury and thrown 
upon the market was $3,729,500. The excess of 4} per cent. bonds withdrawn dur 
ing the same time was $1,467,900 
Putting tl 2 iftey wether thara nN 2ocrecata af + a 
utting those items together, there is an aggregate of the excess 


of bonds withdrawn from the Treasury within the last six 
more than five million dollars, a sum which is substantially repre- 
sented, deducting 10 per cent., in the retirement of t 
national banks during these last six w When you consider the 
tax upon national-bank circulation, which, it is safe will 
be repealed by this Congress, it the banks 
will take 3 per cent. bonds in place of the bonds which they now hold 
to the extent which they now hold them. 
refuse to take them; but they will 
bring upon us a sudden and violent contraction of the circulation of 
this country. Let any Senator ask his conservative banking friend, 
as every Senator has such a friend, in whom he places implicit con- 
fidence, and he will tell him that even at 3} per cent. interest the 
bonds held now by national banks will not be fully replaced by the 
new bonds; and the only thing which makes me satisfied with the 
feature of Treasury notes in this bill is the fact that I believe there 
must be a sudden and violent contraction of the national-bank cireu- 
lation. If it were not for that fact I should regard the issue of Treas- 
ury notes as a dangerous measure, in that it would inflate suddenly 
the currency of the country, and then as suddenly, when interest had 
accumulated upon them, contract it again. It will be my hope that 
to some degree they may supply the place made by the retirement of 
the national-bank circulation under this act. 

Having considered whether the banks are to take these bonds or 
not, who are to take the rest of them? Not the capitalists. Capi- 
talists may hold Government bonds at 5 per cent. or at 6 per cent. 
and find their money in them. They are not going to take Govern- 
ment bonds and hold them at3 and 3} per cent. to any great extent. 
They are to be taken by the class of people of whom I have spoken ; 
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eeks, 
to say, 


is idle to suppose that 


not 


They may not entirely 


refuse to that extent which will 





1all neither 
iall we change the 
at a rate not exceeding 


ommendation of the committee will be adopted; that wes} 
per cent. nor 3} per cent., nor sl 
recommendation of the committee by saying 

of per cent I think there is great force in the fact that when you 
are dealin the men of Wall street, as you must n ex- 
tent deal them in placing this loan, it is not wise to say to them, 
“We wil ur bonds at 3 per cent. if you will take them: if not, 
we will let have them at 34.” I believe that the legislative branch 


of the vernment should fix a rate at which it knows as well as it 


} } 4 
make the rate 


r with 


with 


to a certal 














can be assured of anything that the loan will be placed, and placed 
quickly, and that rate should be certain, not left to the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Treas ‘ 

Mr. Preside I have but lmperiect expresse 1 the ideas which I 
meant to convey, : d I have ventured to make these observations 
with great diffidence i the presencs und hearing of Senators who 
from long stud 1d long observation and experience are so muc!l 
better qui lified to discuss this subject than ] am I do not pretend 





thought that the sugges 











have tried to make, some of them at as ! of 
being in accordance with common sense; LVe sa 
will not be an entirely unwort! y contribution ) 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I shall oce 
stating a few reasons for my vote on this fur 

Shall we authorize the refunding of all o national « 8 
redeemable the present year? Shall the debt now drav y d 
per cent. interest stand as it is until we can pay it with t ig 
fund and any surplus in the Treas not otherwis ited 
For the tiscal year 15" the sinking fund will amount to 545,356,645 
for the year 1533 to $45,122,110.80; for 1884 to $46,926,995.24; for Iss 
to $48,804,075.04; for 1286 to $50,756,233.04 ; for 1487 to $52,756,487 
for 1383 to $54,897,947.07; for 1889 to $57,003,264 ls ) ) 
77,619.55; for 1891 to $61,752,724.33. The sum total of the y 
fund for the next ten years is $520,904,907.5> So that without 
surplus revenue we « in pay an average of $50,000,000 per annum fror 
the sinking fund alone, nearly enoug! inguish the deb 
runs only ten years. If we were to leave the 5 and 6 per cent 
unrefunded and apply to them the > 10,000 per annum of the sink 
ing fund until they were extinguished, the following would the 
interest result between refnnding and not refunding. We would pay 
if not refunded, an aggregate in interest of $232,500,000. If refunded 


at 3 


per cent. we would pay an aggregate in interest of $159,250,00 
a saving, by refunding at 34, of 37: 


250,000 If refunded at 





» percent. 


the interest would be $136,500,000—the one-half per cent. making a 
difference in the aggregate of interest of $22,750,00 This calcula 
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owne is simply entitled to his 3 per cent. interest on the invest? 
Phat, with a certain class of wealthy men who desire to iu 
their favor, and causes them to bear a better price. But another larg 
( ss who would rather see the end of the loan oc asionally,a d kr 
a particular day in the future, when they can demand, not what ma 
be the market price of the consol, but the par value of it, wot 
er that it should have some fixed period to run. 
But there is another reason why United States bonds are nat 
orth more in the market than British consols. The incomes f 
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Again, this Government has a territory immensely larger and 
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my trouble. And if I could nots eed wit he present sy1 

with $700,000,000 « United States securitic nder mv c 
could readily form one with which ild succeed And if 

dicate, after the popula e had been served, s} ld ive the a ¢ 
tune to take a large proportion of the bonds, I should not « 

any doubt that within the next twelve months wv mile 

thar I é -half o per cent pre 43 
so taken. 

But we are 1} f by Senators that if wes 
bond and the negotiations should fail, and we wer ib . 
of it at par, we should lose within the next year $12 

S bel t ad ‘ e between 

bonds and @ 1 rf er ( 

iblv not as I but as stro! shou 

per cent he tead ot a » pel Is anot 
LO }) ct lI eu OSG sho il Ssue , per cent. } i 
we could readily se rcent. | t, what would this cost us 
would be an ad of three and a half millions per annum 
nterest we wi ad pay o the ey) oa If the bond isa ‘ 

ld be ob red to ma terest Ss ate 101 \ ( 
That would an to $17,500,000 An \ uld not at the ¢« 
of the five years exercise the option given to the Governm« i 
redeem t] a i ther live years, it Wo Ladd $17,500,0 nor 

>the I rele 3 pec In ¢ 1er Words, the event w tel 

S ? per ce | ‘ en we could negot ea pel . 

( ld \ ( 1 es I SEC tre the people = { 
mo terest ears that vould pay upon the 3 per cent 
oal And the v lL be no way< etting rid of $17,500,0¢ f th 
amo al we l be obliged to pay Therefore the 
A I s T » the Ire _ ry ‘ vi irre I Vv © i $ 1 I e! OT 
that es er ¢ t. bond Int e case we n pos 
ibly S12 ol el ( ) oO L 
S17 ,500, oO} eres id i the Le 3; shouk I ( j 
would Ce rf } ntere lal nto the if yu t 
chances favor of negotiation of a 3 per cent { pros 
pects 10r 1088 al ( er eevent we deter et S 

per cent bon 

But it intim ed that the cred < the Government wo itte 
n that case Whyso? It Ll simply show that we had t beer 
able t »aoTt it Wi! other natior have not been able to ¢ oa 

par a pe ce tT. bone But ho would this ure « ( ad 

ld it make our four percents now in the rket less iable 

» Ol ly e tie W ild be tl it we at ntl ie Tt » pay the Vn 4 

of interest on the bond intil anotl 5 offered to tl nn 

at a rate that could be negotiate: 

But I l tT rough! satisned 1 t b » 4 lity 

ul the neg ition of a > per ‘ ( t | hal re uly 
state ho hes to cast my vote favor We 
no right to tax labor of this count1 rt { this cour 
t \ to ay the ilists o1 nybody else a ot interest 
Than the ves t W ch tl bonds ¢ ent al 
be re vail ‘ 

And if we re n sec » of the las it car i! e Ho ot 
Repres¢ itive nd compel the national banks in future to depos 
the 3 per cent ds, no other 3 security for their issues, w 
will m ike as ce dl l Vé 

Mr. CALL President, the t refunding nearly seven hu 
dred mi oO Ollars of the I bonds soo » be subject t 
redemption re v the Senat om Dt ire, as chairman « 
the Senate Committee « inance wether the able explana 
tidn of the bill a y hiz ! idgeme is a safe measure for 
the committer ort If it has erre t ison the side of prudence 
and cautio i of th the pub ( and the national « 
rency 

I have liste vi h1 ‘ care and ought to the able discussi 
of the subje t Senator from Delaware and others, and, w! 

I commend wit praise of my ¢ judgment the manner in w 
he has dealt wi the subject as « irman of the committee, | 
been drawn to the conclusion that } per cent. bond is a safe 
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— i t \ se Mr these bond Bon . : ‘ . , , 
| ER d } erst Mr. McPHEI | I I t ult te f their earningsin these bonds thatt 
; ae Re adit ext @ | securities must ultimately rest; and of all the people of th, 
e dem ent T ( ) pie or $3 count ir¢ begit ne to ) ( a . 
the commers we ‘ ! ‘ } prosperous and the most al to make st ts 
ot , P . ~ j If t 2 onpir s correct hot oft + 
( | nte ( I We e oreat apita ~ ) t 
| b Bes gre ; 4 a . 14 the capit lists of < a Tee 8 e 
( ye e, i 1 Op. ul ( }? e Ol her to I ind ft a 4 
ure Lie ‘ , t be prudent tor , ut . ( T 
‘ edge ¢ f I to be considered es tir { 
ct ente é t con I ] ue of these ] ‘ 
. Ho S¢ Oo Ttee ( wi I I av i 
pie ‘ t spero sei rtrom D r other { ( nitt [ 
at {+ I < t ( I ~ ( > Satet I 
‘ 1 tsi ! i T T ’ 
‘ i i res 
‘ i ‘ } ‘ é 4 d sti a ¢ ( s1) + } 3 ist 
ese! ‘ | t ( a \ short p Loft 
eCUS « t t ( i to remember that 1 possible « 
( ( I \ ( \ l ] ue ty Ss t y 
( credits of the « I l d great ans, and tl \ ; l 
‘ ! ‘ ot1 possil f 
! d { ( ( rnm ts t I shall vote short opt f pt 
! tive ‘ \ ( ct i per ec e ot terest Li; ot avers 
i ‘ ( I 1 ence and d , , to t]} Q i 4 reas 
‘ ‘ t SO! il | Wy to T . ) 
| e it seer Mr. P ; ! pr refunded 
that t G t f » ref : Mr.SAULSBURY) Mr. Pre 
) - of this It propos to re rt ( t 
N | P t. Mr. ] shale ‘ this co + ‘ ‘ » te : ex \ a ¢ 
t ( ( ‘ ( S7 { ] é t statement 3 id 
( { ul ting | amount is a t six hundred a thir seven n 
i ul facts W ‘ t I ‘ Ss te Ort t amount I thi ] ’ 
it ts 1 ! bear the rat t present of 6 per cent d the re 
l i ST l { I ] red and thirt lion dollar rate o1 ite! { 
‘ I ; [is Wwe eri roe { I ‘ { ae! 1 ri] { The aggregate interest, therefore, that we a1 pay 5 
d { ! of faith wit : curities which it is proposed to refund amounts to 
i { { thir e1 n dollars nder the provisio t 
¥ ' t ) se to refund S83 ( of that amount in J 
( nteres not exce¢ nev ] r ¢ I i 
( \ i mer it W ( Ol enti! t ‘ ount lat 
ot ailt ‘ evi thei the cert ites or J sur tes and contine ours 
‘ ar to the 8400.000.000 ¢ t it is proy wed to refund } 
‘ c re will b sa ¢ by the operation of some $12,001 
: I | I er t the It carry the examination a little further and ascerta 
I ‘ t e difference between 3 per ce and per cel t 
i 1 il i Sa over thre m ( dollars annually 
ot ‘ er rate of interes It is impossible to tell exact ‘ 
t . ‘ {i * ¥ OL fT st bon but IT Love | té ) t} 
‘ it t ‘ ’ S n vears.t I ld be asav ng to the Government 
I se est I t \ ) ness 5 Line per ¢ rate, provided the bond « n be tloate ia 
‘ ( not iess than es UVU,U0U In Tel ears ] s therefo 
‘ ‘ ‘ I i it The quest hn as To the rate of int tis a Vel } 
I the « ideration of the Senate 
I confess this is a question which is not enti: t 
I rassment to my mind. |] e not sufiicient data upon v 
' e! : predicate a positive opinion that we can float a debt of > 
cure ‘ ‘ { pI r | or of $637,000,000 at the lowest rate of interest whi 3 
that some } i ‘ Vv 1 sul rip- posed, namely, 3 per cent. We cannot determine that 
tions Unit States, | reference to the public loans of other countries, because t 
and as I yf } } or the interest in every cou itry depends large] ( 
ul seeking investment inthe country, and 
. { vestments. We ca t tell from tl es 
omme ( solt ; i ; ( cons $3 orolr a other securities of a 
‘ mercial world { ( ( ( l be the f ® OT ¢ own securities | url! I 
tine I ne 1 other cause the « mnditions of the two co trie 
\ establishes the va ! therefore rely upon something else. We t 
I iware f tl \ I ey] e creat country and see 1f tne cont tions heré I 
‘ nizations of credit, of t val the trhly | to floating the debt at 3 percent. W1] 8 
tormed financiers who, I 1 i ) el col as to the possibility of float nga per < 
to control the pub eurit t 1 Lapp rreat | bilities are that we may do 
power and th reat intluence und ng for f trade, and Let us look at our resources. We heard this 
commerce nd banking, and the f: which the rreat fund the Senator from Georgia [Mr. BROWN] and also from 1 
r operat n cond dt t la t ave t @ re irces a unbounded } 
paying ther reasonable compensat fort f s 3 re icts of which we all have 
spect, and otf re I ne the ‘ ‘ ntr + | ) } re prosperous ¢ yndlit 
not believe that t Gover ‘ ibs« ‘ t on t present day. We cannot sa 
[ believe that the individ rces of the people, the pr rs will last. That depends 1 
of the country, the indust ring ¢ es. may | rors suntry. and in the second p 
gated and brought to be par t f of ts [I discard enti 
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i nancial measure the ( \ have | i i to 
the present prosper of the « ntr It has resulted from 
i I i . 7 7 
I ful harves wl we \ Hee yessecat an \ 
d for our surplus product it has brought < 
t an a and Oo r ( 8 ( a) it that « 
ity of the people of 1 I this 7 
the lowest rat { { { on 
i yy tot t I ( 1 ii A ) 
‘ subst \ 1] ‘ S037 
tis b to renla $ a ind ¥ lL turr h opport 
securities of the ( ! ent. What 1 mes of the 7,! ( 
ire alreat sted l ties of t Gove ent unless 
; into these né . VW ¢ } ders of ty it 
Osit 1 the b ks I tel \ { tol 
rities po re es ( othe est ) »> pl 
a lar t t d which is pr sed 1 
119 ' } . +} 
bill ‘ i I ( 
‘ ’ } 
sted l ( , 
y } 4 +1 Y t % 
elir contide l i i (a LO 
ed up becal ( the el \ y pr p 
»11 »T I i a i ( ( | i C ¢ | ( I y ¢ 
wrompt ft Thre ere l ( ] ] 
pro! pa ( t I ( 
ye of t! mont Lireac ested | percents V ner 
r1ily 01 01 i ] i certaint I h 1t oiler 
t Oo ! of t In this v I thir ma 
rive som clus t I bility id a probability 
f float tet ( re en s ( rr aetel 
line. 
I believe that the present rate of the sec es of the Governmen 
1 the market pay a little over o per cent About 34 perhaps is as near 
ipproximat 1 to it possible dif I could tix the rate of in- 
est of these bonds, I would fix i ne what tbe present securities 
yin the market bri is 1 « pproa I 
il t 113 or 11 I nk tha about the 
j W ‘ { I t } i ou } 
} 
read t I ‘ ‘ t ( é 
I BAT \ LCS8s > t i 
} SAULSBURY. T1 vould be the nearest apni 
: : 
value ot those bonds lif tl in amen 
efiect, [should vote for it in prefe1 to a rat 
( per cel S ould be ised upon tl 
the bonds of the Govern: tin the market I do. 
T ] the opnport t to vo for s ] i ar 
enator from Connect L be \ ited a purp 
I 
endment, but Iam 1 t ! | otter it. 
iore, to dete! ne 1 questi be yveen a rat 
{ d I shall vote as the be consideration ! 
I e of interest i spa s oO’ ver, W 
LW J thus be embarrassed in t negotiation of 
( i tha talists of the country will 
ess, if possib ket for the bonds. Thev;: 
( ( inte f they could defeat the sak 
t hope of getting a larger interest on t] in tl 
) ubt they would do so 
The amendment ofiered the Senator from Iowa [Mr ALLISON ] 
I believe proposes to place these bonds within the reach of the people 
untry, and ] nk that that is a very wise arrangement. 
| i +1 , } 
ere are hundreds and thousands of men in this country with small 
ans who would be glad to invest temporarily their money which 
ey may want to use at no very distant day in some security that 
ould pay them interest in the n he banks of the country 
so have now in their v: unt of deposits npon which 
they are paying a tax t, and yet they tind great 
culty in finding at » want to borrow. I was 
d not more than two w n speaking of this very bill, by a 
rector of a bank in my bank had recently gone into 
, + + ° . 
n set and bought ey had in their vaults money 
} — ‘ j } s 
their depositors that they co discount upon, and they had 
+ 3 Y) ) ly} 
sought investment by buying bonds which they could convert a 
whenever they desired to do so for thi irposes of discount. We have 
a hi 4 } = 
eleve 1 this country s 1B ¢ & 4 ind bat i nstitutions 
Mr. BAYARD. About six. 
GATT was - , 
Mr. SAULSBURY. About six, mv ec: eagcue says. Each of those 





banks has to-day : surplu 3 of money on deposit l presume, J know 
that is said to be the case with most of the banks in my own State, 
nd I presume it is tl t banks all over the country. 
rhat money has to lie t] ivested in something that will pay 
them interest. A few years ago I know when the city banks were offer- 


ng interest upon deposits, the country banks would 
1 } 
surplus and carry 


a nominal 


frequently take 

: : ’ it to the city banks 

interest rather than have it lie in their own vaults until 
such time as they should want to use it for purposes of discount. My 
inpression is that out of the six thousand banking institutions of the 
country a large part of this money will be desired for purposes of 
emporary investment, know 





leir it to the city and loan 
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as +1 ai . 
I ik importance as the interest to be paid o 
hink, is the great question involved in the b 
1 shall vote cheerfully for the time designate : ( 
on Finanee. I believe that the opt Lover! 
1ined, and ought not to be parte fol 











period t eal [Therefore I concur most heartily ° t 
amendment of the Senate committee As I i e to ! 
this question I thought I would state of t reasol 
rovel my vote 

Mr. COCKRELI t essit 
refunding bill, or gy Is there any 0 Atl 
legal or moral, requir the refua b of 
United States at this ti > Let us ¢ ine 
that question. I say that there is tabl 
requiring the refunding, the redempt of f the 
bonds of the United States, now or 1 } t except 
only §8710.550 bonds known as the “ Oregon wv a 
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I hold int im @] debt statemer Bod 
; : ssued by the Tre 
Department tf e! t IJ a 1881, w] & tha { 
: DOWS th 
‘ ) pal I tee I s { ‘ T , ‘ 
‘ IWS 
1. 
St or 
‘ . 
| rh 
~ « | ‘ eT es t 
t ‘ mi It 
gf b’¢ S val \ VAT ( 
é ‘ ‘ CP 
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‘\ LI eda > ( i j 
fre et at t 4 ner ¢ 
‘ t t ¢ | y ’ Ay nad é 
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St 4 1 t - . 
1 4 + 
IILLA 
‘ } : 1 } 4 
( 1 funded loan of 1881 ‘ ce {f 1s] 
c v the same for ey same words cent 
unts, &<¢ 
Thus, Mr. Pres ient, you see that the iaw under whi 
} = 1 1 } 
T Ss were issued makes them redeemable at tne pieasure 
United States, at the option, the discretion of the United States af 
certain dates: the five percents after 1&81, the four-and-a-ha 
} a + e T¢ wh) , 1 x 
cents after 1891, and the four percents after 1907; and you v 





another fact that these bonds, principal and interest, are paya 





coin, and not only that, but they are payable in coin of a parti 
kind, and that is the coin of standard value on July 14, 1870), a 
the coin of standard value on that dav was the old silver d 
1124 grains weight, .9 part fine, and the gold dollar of 25.8 grains 
fine. These bonds must then be paid either in the silver dollar, ‘ 
the gold dollars; and the principal and the interest are exempt 
ail kinds of taxation. This exemption has not been extended 
bonds of the United States. The interest in this case is abs 
exempt, as well as the principal. 

I sh not touch upon the refunding certificates of Fel 
1879, at 4 per cent. Or ly $867,250 remain unpaid. They 
funded it to 1 per cent. bonds, or could have been at any t v 
a year after the date of their issue. Nor shall I treat of the N 
pens fund, $14,000,000, bearing only 3 per cent. interest, w!] 
simply a trust fund created by an act passed in 1799. 
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In determining whether it is to the interest of the tax-payers to 
pass a refunding bill we must look to certain guiding principles. The 
urst principle that should guide us is that the public debt should be 
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| citizens who hold the bonds. And they can do t 
it will have its effect upon all other business interests. The; 
justly, they can do it eq ably. 
I am in favor of a refunding bill. I will not consumet 
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e Senate in showing the amounts that would be saved by passing 
a Sper cent. refunding bill over and above the amount that we should 
have to pay out to extinguish the 5 and 6 per cent. bonds as they are, 
hut it is to the interest of the tax-payers. I am in favor of issuing a 

per cent. bond. Iam willing to give it the conditions and limita- 
tions prescribed in the House bill. I am opposed to a 3} per cent. 
pond. Ido not believe it is just or right to the tax-payers of this 
country to require them to pay that rate of interest upon the bond, for 
the bond will go above par and be at a premium. 

[ am opposed to nearly all the amendments proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to this bill. I am not particular as to the length of 
time these bonds shall run, provided the Government retains an 
option in regard to them. I do not care whether it is a 5-10 bond, 
q 5-20,a 5-30, a 5-40, a 5-50, or a 5-100. If we have the option of 
redemption at any time after five years for the $400,000,000, I am 
satisfied. That will give us then five years to pay off the $271,000,000 
of Treasury notes that will be issued. That will be a little above the 
requirements of the sinking fund, and then we shall not be placed in 
any worse condition than we are. We shall have the control of the 
debt. If the bonds are redeemable at any time after five years, we 
can pay them when we choose. We may let them run for fifty years ; 
the interest of the Government may justify us in doing it. We shall 
certainly not pay off any of the 3 per cent. bonds remaining after 
1891 until we have first paid off the four-and-a-half percents, and 
then if we have not been able to extinguish the four-and-a-half per- 
cents before 1907, we shall not pay any of the three percents then 
remaining until we have paid off the four percents, $73,000,000, — 

Therefore, it is best to redeem or pay. All Task isthat this option 
shall begin at the earliest date when we will probably be ready to 
redeem some of these bonds, so that we can—after refunding as we 
can now—pay off our bonds at par whenever we have surplus reve- 
nues applicable thereto ; and in meantime pay only 3 per cent. inter- 
est instead of the 5 and 6 per cent. we are now paying. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Harris inthechair.) The ques- 
tion ison the amendment proposed by the Committee on Finance, in 
line 18 of section 1, after the word “ three,” to insert “and one-half.” 

Mr. MCPHERSON called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. FERRY. I ask that my amendment be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Michigan will be reported. 

The CHIEF CLERK. In line 15 of section 1 it is proposed to strike 
out the word “the” before ‘‘rate” and insert “a,” and in the same 
line after the word “ rate” to strike out “of” and insert “not ex- 
ceeding ;” so as to read “which shall bear interest at a rate not 
exceeding 54 per cent. 

Mr. FERRY. This bears upon the amendment of the committee, 
and this is the time for the Senate to consider it. I move as an 
amendment to the amendment of the committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Michigan to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. BAYARD. My own judgment expressed to the Senate and by 
the amendment as reported by the committee is that those words had 
better not be applied to what may be termed the long bonds provided 
for in this bill. But, sir, it is evident that there is a great difference 
of opinion in regard to the rate, a most important difference. Ihave 
expressed before, and shall not fatigue the Senate by repeating, my 
reasons for believing it essential that the rate of interest proposed 
should not be less than 3} percent. I also stated yesterday that it 
would be a solecism in the classification of the loans of the Govern- 
ment to have them offered “ at a rate not exceeding” so much, by 
which it might result that bonds of the same class or authorized by 
the same law might be negotiated at different rates, and I saw in that 
a possibility of confusion which I believe has been recognized by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. I am told that that is rather imagi- 
nary than real, and that there will be no practical confusion in the 
issuance and disposition of these bonds if the amendment now pro- 
posed should be adopted and a portion of these bonds be found nego- 
tiable at a less rate than 34 per cent. It is not with me the question 
of obtaining the lowest possible rate for the Government loan, but it 
is to offer it at such a rate as shall make it a certainty and a success. 
Therefore I shall not oppose strenuously the adoption of the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Michigan, and I say further that 
it is yielding something of my own judgment, for the purpose of 
strengthening the rate proposed by the committee. I am given to 
understand that in the opinions of gentlemen of this body, there are 
some who will be disposed to vote for the rate of 34 per cent. provided 
these words ‘not exceeding” are added. I cannot withhold from 
the Senate the belief that the words are not needed, for under this 
bill, the Secretary may not sell these bonds at less than par; he can 
sell them at anything over par which their value in the market will 
bring. Therefore, if, as has been here said, a 3} per cent. bond is 
worth more than par, my answer is, if that be the case the Secretary 
will obtain it, and obtaining more than par, of course the rate of in- 
terest will be less to the investor and the gain will be to the Govern- 
ment, 7 

But I do not propose to detain the Senate by debate; my object is 
to come to a vote upon this bill, and to come to it to-night. I have 
merely thought it proper, having charge of the bill, and having yes- 
terday made, in reply to some Senator, an objection to these words, to 


XI——109 


it 


state now why that objection is for the present withd 
not pressed, 
LINCOLN MEMORIA 


Mr. FERRY. Mr. President—- 

Mr. VOORHEES. If the Senator from Michigan i] 
Iask that this matter may be suspended without prejudice to any 
thing, to enable me to report from the Committee on the Libr , 
joint resolution(H. R. No. 178) authorizing certain books and1 
toes in the possession of the Government to be placed in Memoria 
Hall of the National Lincoln Monument at Springfield, 1 


—* Ay 








1Cl LLNOLS, In 
which the Senator from Illinois, not now in his seat, [Mr. Davis. ] 

very deeply interested. It having passed the House 
to the Committee on the Library, and having been 
port it, I ask that it may be passed. It will not take two min 

Mr. BAYARD. Ifittakes no more thana minute I shall not object 

Mr. VOORHEES. That is all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana asks 
unanimous consent of the Senate toconsider at this time the joint res 
olution which has been reported from the Committee on the Library 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution 

The joint resolution was reported t 
ment, ordered t 






nd been referred 


authorized to re 


o the Senate without 
) 2 third reading, read the 


THE 


amend 
third time, and passed 
MESSAGE I 


ROM HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. THEODORE F 
KING, one of its clerks, announced that the House had passed the bill 
H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the construction, comple 
tion, repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers and harbors, 
and for other purposes, in which it requested the concurrence of the 
' pur} 
senate. 


AMENDMENTS TO 

Mr. BUTLER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. No. 7101) making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MORGAN, and Mr. HILL of Georgia, submitted amendments 
intended to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. No 
7036) to establish post-routes ; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. HAMPTON and Mr. BAYARD submitted amendments intended 
to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. No. 7104) mak 
ing appropriations for the construction, completion, repair, and pres- 
ervation of certain works on rivers and harbors, and for other put 
poses; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


BILLS 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILI 

The bill (H. R. No. 7104) making appropriations for the construc 
tion, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers 
and harbors, and for other purposes, was read the first time by its 
title. 

Mr. MORRILL. I object to the second reading of that bill 

Phe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND in the chair 
has been read the tirst time, and will lie on the table 

Several SENATORS. Let it be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be printed. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I desire to ask simply the effect of the objection 
of the Senator from Vermont 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The bill 


Any Senator has the right to object 


to the second reading of a bill on the same day that it has had its 
first reading 
Mr. VOORHEES. I understand he has that right, but I wish to 


know how far it extends. 
Mr. MORRILL. I merely want to see the bill 
suffered to be read again. I want one day’s time. 
Mr. VOORHEES. I want to know where it puts the bi 
Mr. MORRILL leaves the bill on the table to be read again 
to-morrow. 
Mr. VOORHEES. 
| Mr. MORRILL. 


before it sha be 


It 


Is that all 
That is all. 
THE FUNDING BIL 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 4592) to facilitate the refunding of t! 
tional debt. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Harris in the chair 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from Michigan 
to the amendment of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FERRY. I share in the desire expressed by the honorabl 
chairman of the Committee on Finance that we should arrive at a 
vote at the earliest possible moment on this bill; therefore, I shal 
forego saying what I intended to say upon the merits of the bill, but 
will simply say in behalf of the amendment which I have offered that 
it places the bonds on the same basis as the Treasury notes. ‘The 
bill as reported by the Finance Committee gives the discretion to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to place the Treasury notes at not exceed- 
ing 34 percent. My amendment to the amendment makes the same 

| provision, and gives the same discretion to the Secretary of the Treas- 


Mr. FERRY 
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said they did not. 


I did not understan: 
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r. ALLISON I cannot permit a vote to be taken on the a; 

{ ment prop sed by tl ; 
the money market fa | the prosperity of the countr dividual protest 


, } } ‘ : a —, 7 } 
‘ ted by many & ‘ ; ' por Dail DO & , Lie eG | i: upon an entirel 





e Senator from Michigan without e; teri) 


it. I think that we are proceeding on { 





Vv false basis. We are assuming here th ut we 
Secretary of t Treasul ill t oniy have the right, t he ill | by legislation fix a Procrustean bed for these bonds and make a rate 
e the opp tv. of p ng t >] 3 at a lower rate tl 4, | of interest that will just provide a bond at par. It makes no aij 
s d be ; to ] e | is of | ference whether this bond on its face provides for a 34 per cent, rat, 
Poss rate. of interest or whether it provides for a 3 per cent. rate, if you | . 
n and ; faithful man in the ottice of the Secretary ott 
Tre asury to admiunistel this law. I have already proposed an amend 
x | ment by which these bonds shall be sold first upon sealed bids in jy 
detern the time the bonds shall be redeemable | stallments, or in numbers such as the market will take from tin 
will | time. Now, if the money market will secure more than par for t] 
bonds they will be so sold, and the proceeds will go into the 7 
is al ru % ury for the redemption of the bonds maturing. 
; consent the postponement of the vote upon the ques Che proposition of the Senator from Michigan is that these 

t t the t t | be sold at arate not exceeding 3} per cent. How is that 
ed by the Secretary of the Treasury? 
1RRY. Will the Senator allow me to answer that ? 
LISON. I want to answer it myself first, and then I y 
llow the Senator to make another answer. 

How is that to be tested? He proposes a loan at 3 per cent. : he js 
tied down in this bill to the sale of a3 per cent. bond at par. The 
words “at par” are the controlling words in this bill. No Secretar 
of the Treasury can sell these bonds at less price than pai He 
offers the loan at 3 per cent. Suppose $20,000,000 are sold at par ’ 
3 per cent.? Then suddenly the rate of interest by some machinery 
here or elsewhere reduces the 3 per cent. bonds so that they sell In the 
market at one-eighth of 1 per cent. below par, as I mentioned yester 
| day. The Secretary of the Treasury then cannot sell another bond 

J per cent., and he is compelled then to put out another loan ata dij 
ferent rate, and so on. 

If these bonds are offered for sale at 34 per cent. or 3} per cent 
intimated by the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. EATON] then t 
bonds sell at par, and if they are worth more than par in the mark 
they will bring a premium. I will say to the Senator that I was vei 
much struck to-day with the statement made by the Senator f1 
Illinois [Mr. LOGAN] with reference to the provision in the paragrap! 
relating to the $300,000,000 of Treasury notes. There is a discret 
left in the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury by which he 
sell those notes at a rate of interest not exceeding 34 per cent. § 
pose a Secretary comes into the Treasury Department who believ 
a wise thing to sell the Treasury notes immediately by an intlat 
the currency. The lower the rate he fixes for the Treasury not 

are to float in the market as currency. 1 
go out for the t at par, but they may soon be at les 

[ think the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON ] i! 
thai they would float even if the interest was put at 1 per ¢ 

course they would float at 1 per cent. We can issue if we « 
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issue $300,000,000 of Treasury n 
ury notes payable within a reasonably short time and float t 
at par for the time being. The question we are considering 
not whether we shall intlate the currency, not whether we sha 
y of the Treasury who will bull and bear the market 
pleasure, but we are providing here a loan bill, a bill dis 
l InHation or co 
of the currency, related only to those questions in so far as 
reasonable and fair rate of interest for money that seeks inves 
As is suggested to me by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Da 


, 7 tr 
bout banks and bankers than I do, the ba 


a Secret: 








with national banks, disconnected with th 


who knows more a 
may combine and compel the Secretary to issue a 3} per cent 
too, with a view to 


ass of Wise men who seem to 


Then another class of n iy combine 
, tO W1t: 
untry a 3 per cent. bond can be sold at par, wl 
is no such bond in existence to-day in any civilized country on 
rlobe, and no civilized government in Europe or on this: 
has ever yet negotiated at par a 3 per cent. bond. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. How does the honorable Senator | 
the bonds will sell at a premium? 
Mr. ALLISON. I do not know that they will sell at a prem 
Mr. MCPHERSON. If they rth a premium, these three 
a-half percents will sell at a premium, I understood the Senat 


say. 





nother resi 


that in this co 





Mr. President 


ga t would not any amendment otiered to the text 





Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly if worth a premium they wil! § 
at a premium. The money market controls the value of bonds. ‘ 





ator from New Jersey not understand that ? 
{i committee's repor I take it that no amendment could be Take the 4 per cent. bonds. Fora time they were below par; ! 
offered of any shape or character that would not to a greater or less | months they were below par. What was it that controlled the value 
extent modify the bill as amended by the committe« | of those bonds? It was the money market. Does anybody doubt 
Mr. KERNAN, Does the Senator raise any question of order that our money market is better to-day than it was two years 45° 
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se th gs a favoral @ ior the negot tion ol tae adi: sodas I bave ottered as to the bonds w adopted by e committee as to the 
question for us fairly to consice it is the fair, reasonable ne | Treasury notes I do not agree with the Senator from Iowa that the 
te of interest at which the money marke ake $671,000,000 « lacing of these bonds is in the hands of the monevy-lender The 
S } reasons VV I voted for theamendment a >the Treasury notes lead 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. 1 | me to mak he same application to the bonds. Why? Because it 
Mr. ALLISON. I agree wit me Lilinois )prompts | my judgment tl bonds can be placed at a lower rate than nd 
e. and I thank him for it. Let us agre pon a ble rate ¢ i I so far surrender my judgment as to withhold t] ‘ ! 
erest, fix that rate absolutely i] e bot I intended to express on this question, and defer to the ipparent judg 
{ sell bel ow par, a 1 thei ‘ small premiu ent of the Senat At the same time I do not wish to cripple or ti 
ey will secure premiu t S one thing | the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
ed in the history of our e d the tra s of I people, | Vhen the Senator from Iowa states that this isan unsaf. power to 
3 that these bonds should be made redeemable odge in the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury, I merely recall 
hort leneth of time, that we should have the « his attention to the fact that we have had two distinguished Secre 
yn discretion; and whe e seek to do tl | tariesof the Treasury who have exercised this very discretionary power. 
we shall pay a little higher rate of interest tI » | Secretary ? hase did it, and the present Secretary of the Treasury did 
ved to pay if we postponed t ne of ment , it; and} mon rumor is to be credited we may have the pleasure 
ears. This Government of ours has né except in two instances | of seeing that very Senator himself exercising this discretionar 
erastinated a loan beyond twenty years. When we refunded the | power: and certainly we know = at he possesses the honesty and 
of the Revolution it was made a debt payable at the pleasure | fidelity to which he has alluded ¢ ‘cessary elements in the chara 
the G nment after twelve years. We went through the war of | ter of any Secretary of the Treasury 
1512~14 with a provis on fora bond redeemable at the ple: e of the This amendment of mine strengthens the bill. If there is any 
Government after twelve vears. D f e Mexican war of 1846-’47 | force in what the Senator has said, Is ld hope that he would move 
longest bond we issued was a twenty-year bond; aul id during the | to strike this feature from the Treasury notes, for the Treasury 
at rebellion of 1861-65, when our ascertained debt reached the | notes alone ar form of credit which will tend to inflate the cur 
e rmous amount of S$2,700,000,000, every dollar of that debt was rency, if that can be apprehended at all. These notes are re 
vithin our control except the portion issued to the Pacific railroads. | deemable within one year and payable in tive. The bonds to which 
We issued to them a bond running for thirty years. That bond is | I am striving to apply this amendment are not redeemable until the 
day over 120 in the marke In 1870, by the refunding act, we | expiration of five years, and not payable until ten, if the amendment 
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iat g as rapidly from Connes the view that the bonds 
nguished, taking into account the necessary _— ty of the people | can be placed at 34 per cent. My ame ndment will enable the See retary 
pay taxes, so that taxation on the people shall 1 t be burdensome | of the Treasury to place them at 34, and when Senators know that 
0 ssive. the Secretary of the Treasury and the Government are not compelled 
7 are the considerations which the Committee on Finance | to fund the bonds now largely in the hands of the bankers, that we 
elded to when they said t bond should run for a short period of | are not forced to fund them, I think they will see the propriety of 
me. It matters not, as th tor from Missouri very well said, | the amendment. The Government was never in a better condition 
hether it isa five to twenty bond or ative to one hundred | to fund the fives and sixes than now, because the Secretary of the 
ars bond; the que stion is W 1is bond shall be place d within Treasury can take his own time, watch the market, and pla e them 
e control and power of the Government, and th it power and con- | when he car If any combination of bankers or capitalists is made, 
under the bi]l now before us will be had in five years from this | he can break that combination by withholding the bonds. So the 
e; and,if I mistake not, if we ec ntinue in the apes. = rous condi- | matter is not in their hands; it isin the hands of the Secretary of 
we are now in, nearly the whole of these bond ill pass from | the Treasury; and if man, we should 
view before ten years will have expired. a that time the | confide the discretion ts of that purse. 
ng fund alone will require $520,000,000. Taking into account this | It is with that v { 1iment, and I have 
time of payment, I do not bel t a no fear that eve f the the next Secre 
to fix a rate of interest which ut the success of this loan | tary, but that 1 ll f e that trust, and 
d the control of men who are hostile to it, who do not wish it to | if the re 18 a comb money-lenders in 
ceed, and thus these bonds may be forced } W 1 1 which | Wall street, |} ll, as I have stated thhold t] placing of the 
ent they cannot be sold at all. loan until tha yinati broken and pl t bo ; Lleneve 
Mr. MCPHERSON. We have not fixed the time the bonds shall | they can be placed at a low rate of interest 
3 yet. Mr. TELLER, (at t o’clocl ifteen minutes p. n L do n 
ALLISON. But, as many Senators have expressed their views | want to interfere with this bill, but if we are going to 
she schiecd, I belion ve all concur in the belief that this loan should | we had better kno ind forthe purpose of testing nse of tl 
e within a short pe1 iod of time u rthe control of the Government; | Senate I move that we take a rect der t] ul 
d I say if that be true—and I thinl s the general judgment and Mr. DAVIS, of Lllinoi I ea l » pa fundir ) 
ense of the Senate—then we must expect to pa i t us stay here to ldo Ap} I bill ll come up 
riviege. Ido not know certainly whether it s] orrow This subj been dise Lf literal] 
nt a fourth more or less; ] say that ] ind how 1 l h fort »t Senate I 
e, one that will make it certain that we « not undertake to Le Eve the Senat 
nd then if the mon vy market the made | ! | ( this bill t ) me oth 
rest than that named in the] f l Seer night; but I doy rainst taking ess and coming bacl 
" sell the bonds at a premiu Therefor to-night. It is our « to the ( ern! to pass some f 
:gue on the commi Fy is thr bill now, and to stay here until it is p: d. Why, sir, gen 
er, as Idid conside ( tt L¢ ae all a ) i 5 t for t] to do » 18 fa to their « 
sof the Secretary of 1 ‘] o! I do st that we l stay | til funding |} 
arrass him, and one th: ke ce The PRESIDING OFFICER Debat this mot 
ists and bankers against him, a thus | lulged in only 1 ! 1S ent. It is not adeb 
out the loan i ( r not s The Senatot m Colorado moves that the Senat 
hlic judg nt ] ea lure | recess und r the rul til] ox 
Ido not the tee; and I see ] Lover-| Mr. BAYARD. I hope not 
l my judgmer | ( ! : ites, in the judgmel Mr. VOORHEES. I asl » Ser yal t i J 
{ many of whom I have great faith: yet I shall regret exceedingly | hope that by unanimous consent we y dis} i funding bill 
to see us fixing the rate of interest hi ipon a sl ind day lw I say that, thereis nol terested in something 
cing that power in the hands « Secretary « else more than I an [ think we had b ) ind dispose of tl 
{ would rather fix a rate, and let that rate go to tl ll now bef Senate by a vot ‘ it I shall have 1 
ntry, and if they want this loan at a! ‘I e | fight out with everything else that a the Library bill 
i pay a premium forit. Iw » see ! S | PRE SIDING OF FICER. The t 3on the motion of the 
bill that will compel any and every Secret of the Treasury to give | Senator from Colorad 0, » th: it the Senat ow take a rec til 
the : poems ol this country and every part of it a fair and legitimate | half past seven this evening. 
a Mr. residen nt, “if the argu ft Senat from rhe PRESIDING OF F IC E R J stion is on the amendmen 
Wa ‘applies to my amendment, certainly it must apply to the same | of the Senator from Michigan [Mr. F1 | to the amendment of the 
amendment that was made in committee, f¢ ich he and I voted. | Committee on Finance. 
As to the notes, it is disclosing nothin g to say that, because this sub- Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I ask for the yeas and na 
ject has been reported by the committee. The sameamendment that! The yeas nd nays were ordert 
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Mr SAYARD l wish to make on e} t l if ery ly yuld naturaliy be sold at og per cent. if this sliding scale wus: 
rate of interest t! bonds p oposed nD } i et ned il ] say the effect of it would be to force the Secretary of the Tre 
into ¢ rrency and have a the etiect ind 1 ‘ I { ted ul , whoever he n ay be—I do not know who he Ww : —to a n 
States notes. That the bugbe f I \ i een | the highest rate I prefer to fix the rate here. Then sh : 
held up, that by refunding t del it i est | exactly what we are doing. I would rather not give vot 
ou will produce a gigantic measure of inilation as 11 16 | able any Secretary of the Treasury to meet possible conting 
»>mMmany notes paya ible on demanc« vithout eres and t hold this power in his h I 1 o sell bonds at liffer rent Ta 6 
Mr Preside nt, consider the reas le s f tl 1 O- terest. Hen I Sal a I was tor a bond at * aoe cent. I Wy 
have $79,000,000 of nat ul-bank curre! s called, which l vill i I would fix the rate on Ties VY notes 
ta the pleasure of the banks pr ded t Ca { it pro il ; cent 

| it alread ‘ b s eposited e Trea for | That was my proposition, 18 reas that the note pro 
it, and they can « I oney whenever they please in | really nothh ¢ mol e than currence’ You may call it a bond 
the last twelve 1 t Lin t has been increased about ten or | choose, but if. ome t will go into circulation as currene, 
twelve million dolla Such the report of the Comptrolle: of the vou fix the rate of interest upo to per cent. or 3 und 
‘ rrency, t i ell the 1 onal banks « to-aa' reas¢ tloat pos is Many notes at per cen as you can at 31. Tl 
the curre $70 ) the ee Why « the it see | of the Senator from Delaware see ms to be that if a low rat 

{ Because commercial ¢ rencies | terest st Seth the anton will vo into circulati on, but if a ] 
of the co ( its therefore s fixed they will not. Ido not think there is much in th I 4 
the ! ad. a $10 note, a $20 note, a S50 note, and a $100 note issued 

‘ disere vhicl bill will all go into the circulation as currency whether 

ble ‘ tes or notes at a less interest ato per cent. oro per cent., and hence I preter ‘ ne 
I pel l+or 2 per cent Mr. ALLISON. I only desire to say one word in respons 
e of become current Senator from Delaw » chairman of the Committee on } 
0 lor the i | I think the Senatoz “ar Ine witness that on every occas 
Wi is employm« for vill no ume al y particular occasion—I have opposed t] iis dis 
| ent securities, and } of lj See He did come to my desk a fi 
0 ties are floating at | ment n that he thought we had better yield that 
exceeding! m for nothing | I did not sive my assent to or ¢ xpress my dissent from his 

a at a. Ti n a e@ use | because I did not suppose that this amendment of the Senator ; 

Mr LISON uware does not mean | Michigan « ould be voted upon for some little time and I did not 
that rn : ny such suggestior sume that at this time we should be confronted with that ques: 

Mr ‘AY AR D I say frankly that I was surprised when my | My judgment it and that is all I have to say. Of. 
friend rose in opposition to this amendment. 1 had the impre n, | I misled the rom Delaware, I regret it; but having 
athered I know not how, was to withdraw the objection to | tinct judgment upon the question I did not like to see a vote t 
t in deference to his op mm that of others that the same lan- | without expressing that conviction in the Senate. 

lage ‘not exceeding 34 per ce nt.” which had been adopted by the Mr. DAVIS, of Mlinoi s. Now, Mr. President, I hope 
committee after deliberation in regard =~ the United States certifi- | a vote on these amendments one at a time 
cates or Treasury notes could safe ly adopted in regard to the The PRESIDING OFFICER. The oa is on the an 
onds. If there is the danger appre ‘fe ne ded by my honorable friend | of the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. F ] to the amendm: 
rom Illinois[ Mr. LOGAN t is the same in regard to th s bonds asthe | Committee on Finance 
certificates for both are in fact obligations of the Government to pay Mr. MCPHERSON. I am not disposed to vote on this ques 

debt at different dates with interest from the date of issue. either to-night or to-morrow or the next week, until it is thoroug 

Mr. LOGAN. Is the Senator speaking of the amendment of the | and entirely understood. There are some questions here that I { 
Senator from Michigan to understand if the committee are right. The honorable Ser 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator from Michigan moves to apply the | from Iowa wishes to know if I cannot understand a plain 
same language to the bonds, the five-twenties, as is recommended by | proposition. I think i can: but there are some propositions that 
the committee in regard to the Tre: otes. to us from the committee that I certainly cannot understar 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator will i that oneof the points I] one of the } prope sitions is this: the honorable Senator from M 

ade against the bill was that there is a sliding scale to eithe I | gan, a member of the Committee on Finance, is audacious enoug 

bject to a sliding scale at a ofier an mere“ to the committee’s bill. The honorabl 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator is perfec consistent H uje his | man of the committee and the honorable Senator from Iowa say 
objection to the being he terms a sliding scale as to the | is not authorized by the committee to offer any such amendment, t 
rate of interest, and he thought we might reduce the interest so low | do not accept it as the amendment of the committee. In rep 
that the note would not be held for its interest but would pass i Stems submitted to the Senator from Iowa by me he admits its 
currency in the hands of the holders. I have been unable to see that. | force but says, ‘‘ I expect to meet that dif iculty by the amend | 
I have bee inable to se yw any harm can come to the people of | have offered. Will that honorable Senator tell me whether t 
this country by borr yx their monev at 1¢ per cent. per jum tee have instructed him to report an auneeieient and wh ther 
nh preference to ut Ido not believe it practicable, and s fo not be dew hm exactly the same discourtesy to thi tt 
that reason that I have stuck to 34 per cent. and expect to vote for it. | that the Senator from Michigan has been ? 

I believe I have stated heretofore that if per cent does make a Mr. ALLISON. There is no question of discourtesy, and I 
security that will sell for more than par, the Treasury v : get the | swer the Senator t was the opinion of the committee that w 
benefit of it by sale; and I also stated that I believe id sa sole- | amendment prov ‘des for was clearly provided for in the 
cism in the history of this Government to issue a bond with tl s dis- | ported; but criticism having been made upon it I submitt 
cretionary power attached to it; but when I was told by tho ho | amendment, so that there might be no question with refere1 
are on terms with the Treasury to enable them to know told here | price to be paid for the bonds; so that ev vayfaring n g 
on the tloor of the Senate that the words “ not exceeding vould tt make a mistake 
not embarrass the Secretary, would not diminish in least the Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President—— 
power to control tl ng of these bonds, and was told that the} Mr. FERRY. The Senator will not say I have practiced a dis 
amendment would the rate _ cent. that we consider | esy to the committee. I offered this amendment in my ow i 





Governme 





essential for the safety I then yielded my opi 
ion and said I should mal » further een but I wish t 
now that if gentlemen pursue the re its logical conclu 


180n to Zz 


the lower the rate Government can borrow at the more certain 
it is to produce intlation, then it seems to me you are « ss g 
paper for all your debt 
Mr. LOGAN. I should like to say to the Sx itor iro? D i ire 
asmuch as he referred to what I said, that a ~ on of his remarks 


to the reduction of the 
, but I will state my rea- 


does not apply to what I said. My ve tion 
rate of interest was not as he thinks it 

and the Senator can say whether or not in his opinion it is plaus 
ible. If Ih: sell and I know that the Senator is em- 
powered to purchase will he not as a purchaser hold off until I am 


re 
son 


ive bonds to 


forced to sell at the higher rate of interest before he concludes to 
pure hase ? 
Mr. BAYARD. If that be so, the effect of inserting these words 


‘= 


would be mere / fulmen, they would mean a because the 


purchaser of the bonds would wait until the three-and-a-half percents 
were offered and wou Ta not propose to take them at the lower rate. 
Mr. LOGAN Phat is exactly the point I coameated, that they 


: 
| 


a Seé 


Mr. 


Mator 5 


McPHE 


it was my righ 


ee t 


I so understand 


Mr. FERRY I did not do it until amendments had been oile 
to the bill, one or more, and further, until an amendment hat 
offered by a member of the committee: so that the Senator isa 


too exacting, if not severe, in implying that I was guilty ot 
courtesy to the committee by offering my amendment. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I did not charge it at all; I was onl 


ng what the committee had charged. 
rhere is another point I should like to have the Senator trot 
answer meé upon. 


fr. VOORHEES. Will the Senator from New Jersey al 


or 


ask, why not e us vote on the question that is a pending before thi 
Senate, and that is the rate of interest, and then we shall know wher" 
we ‘etendt 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I wish to ask the Senator from Iowa ont 5 
tion before we vote on this amendment. I find in the report 0! 1 
Comptroller of the Currency that there was an agreement entered !Bhw 
between the Secretary of the Treasury and Jay Cooke for the sale 0! 


$200,000,000 of 4 and 44 per bonds. There was a subse 


+ 
cent. 
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agreement entered into with A. Beimont & C¢ inv for the sale of 
|@*?/}( 000,000 of bonds: and there w is a subsequent agreement entered 
cates vith a syndicate as it was called—it is not stated wl » composed 
she syndicate for the sale { 4 per cel I ds authorized by the 
refull 

Du r months of 1870 $497,000,000 of four per 

a which mo than $149,000,000 were sold 

‘ of one-half of 1 per cent. Here is the particular 








s associates; I know nothing about who were the associates 
Firs ational Bank of New Yor | have heard great de 
sUAapicl expressed and the balance of the $149.000,000, to wit, 
eo= 000, , were ven t li other t ks. Upon these bonds the First 
N il Bank paid one-] i l per cent. premiun vhile one-half 
per cent. discount had ee allowed up to that t ! eon all sales | 
syndicates; but the Secretary of the Treasury took it from syndi- | 
i sand gave 1t to pet institut I the city of New York, it one- 
alf of 1 per cent. premium, and he gave to all the other financial 
nstitutions only $28,000,000 out of the $149,000,000 issued. 
N inother Lac Within tl rty days after the First National | 
ew York had obtained the ownersl Ip ol these lx ds at 
f one-half of 1 per cent., the value of the bonds was 24 per 
the price paid by the First National Bank; and yet the 
» Senator from low nforms me that he troduce bh 
t which w l compel the Se retary of the Treasury » allot 
s by proposals Tue OTK marke W h President 
does seem to me as though the honorable Senator does not mean 
all he says with respect to that. I cannot conceive how any member 
of the Senate can vote to put into tLe hands of any Secretary or any 
L to tix the rate 
r than 34 that 





K 
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Mr. EATON. I desire simply to give notice that in the Senate I 


shall offer an amendment to this amendment of th © committee. 





I think the 
e to the Secre 


t offered by the 














honorable Senator from Michiga ean simply nothins es it 
will deceive somebody: it may deceive some Senator eer. 
vhat m; be the result these words are incorporated in the 1 
meaning is simply, if the Secret the Treasury is to issu ue 
it 34 per cent. interest or less, that it will be sold at 
il 
rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendme n t 
of the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. FERRY] to the amen en ent of 
f { Tree 
» Sec aie proceeded to call the r 
RANDOLPH, (when his name was ca 





an valecdl with the Senator from Virginia, [} 





ote “nay” if he were present 

Mr. RANSOM, (when his name was called ith the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] on to 
b If he were present, I sh l vote t 
question. 

Mr. GARLAND, (when Mr. THURMAN’S name was called. rhe 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN} is paired with the Senator from 


Maine, (Mr. HAMLIN. ] 
Phe roll-eall =e concluded. 
Mr. HOAR. pai 
iron Tennessee [h ir. BAILEY] on the bill generally. I do not know 
either of them would vote on this special amendment. 
Mr. PENDLETON. I desire to announce that my colleague [Mr. 
['HURMAN] is paired with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HaMLIN.] 








ibe result was announced—yeas 12, nays 46; as follows 
YEAS 2 
Anthor Fer ‘ rood Paddock 
Baldy Groome IcM ndletor 
Cameron of Wis H Morrill “ on 
is : 
Allisor avis of I 8 ( O1uns 
Bavard Davis of W. Va Kellogg Saulsbury 
Beck Saunders 
Blair iate 
Booth I'e 
Brow uld Vance 
Bruce son Vest 
Burnside OOTDeEEeS 
Hurielr ( a Wa € 
‘ ola W ims 
| t t I ) 
ABSENT 

Dailey Dawes Tones of Nevada Vallack 
B aine, Eaton Randoly Whyt 
Cameron of Pa Edmunds Ranson Withers 
Carpenter Hamlin Sharor 
Conkling, Jones of Florida Thurman 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 


ment of the Committee on Finance, in line 18 of section 1, after the 
word “ three,” to insert “and one-half,” upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 


= 


McPHERSON. We are now to vote on the words “‘ and one 
half,” I understand. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 





f the Committee on Finance to insert the words “an 
ifter “ three.” 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I hope that will not be agreed ¢ 
rl BUTEA iry proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr aes E R when his name was ¢ alled «) t a4 est n lar 


aera it] e Senato1 from Nevada, Mr. JONES If he wer nres 
t 


Lid d. 
Mr. HOAR, (when Mr. Dawes’s name was called.) My colleagu: 
{ paired 





{Mr. DAWEs] is paire with the S« from Tennesse Mr. Bal 
LEY If he we esent, my colle would vote “ ye ‘ this 
amendmer 


Mr. MORRILL, (when Mr. EpMUNDs’s name was called My 


eague [| Mr. EDMUNDs] is paired with the Senator from North Cai 
lina, {Mr. RaNnsom.] If he were present, my colleague would 
n favor of t nendment proposed 

Mr. PLUMB hen his name was called On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Maryland, {Mr. Wuyrer. If he were 
present, I shon id vote **! ’ 





Mr. RANDOLPH, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. WITHERS I should 

















vote ° 5, { und e Wo a vot ‘NAV f he were present 
Mr. R: \NSOM vhen his name as called As has ju been 
oe im paired with the Senator fr Ver Mr. EDMUNDS. ] 
lf he were here, I should vote “ nay 
M PUGH v he Mr. THURMAN’S i iS called Lam re ested 
to announce that the Senator from Ohio [Mr. TuurMAN ; paired 
with fron aine, {| Mr. HAMLIN. 
The 3 com luded 
Mr. BRUCI uf laving votec the affirmative I desire to 
withdraw 1 vote la aire h the Ser from Flot 
[Mr. JONES, ] and voted inadvertent] Were he here he would vote 
nay,’ and | should vot rea 
Lhe roll-eall | ne bee oneluded ‘ ‘ | ; announced 
yeas 22, nays o4 s follows 
YEAS— 
Allisor ume of W Ho Lo 
Anthor Davis of Illiz Kerna att 
Baldwit é V Kirkwood Rollins 
Bayard Groome Logan Windom 
Bla Hampt McM 
Burnsid of Ce i Mor 
NAYS—34 
Beck : ' Ton Slat. 
Boott Grove Me x Pelle 
Brow! Harris MecPher I Vane 
{ ford Max¢ Vest 
Cockre ill of Georgia Morgar Voorhees 
Coke 3 Pendletor Valk 
Davis of W. Vi Ie 3 *ugl W I 
Eat Tor s 
¥ ‘ Kell g saunders 
ABSENT 
Baile ne é Tones of } Sharol 
Blaine Conkling 30f Nevada Thurman 
sruce Dawes Plumb Wallace 
Butl Edmunds Randolp Whyte 
Cameron of P: Hamlir Ranson Withers 


So the amendme) was rejected, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Secretary wi report the next 
amendment of the Committee on Finance. 

The CHIEF CLERK. In line 19 of section 1, after the words “ pe 
annum,” the committee report to insert “ payable semi-annually; ” so 


as to read “which shall bear interest at the rate of 3 per cent. pe 
annum, payable semi-annually.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in section 
1, line 20, after the word “payable,” to strike out “ ten” and insert 
“twent so as to read “‘ redeemable, at the pleasure of the United 


States, after five years, and payable twenty years from the date of 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I move to strike out “twenty” before “ years’ 
1 insert ‘*‘ thirty ;” I shall ask for the yeas and nays upon that 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is upon the amendment 
of the Senator from New Jersey to the amendment of the Committee 
on Finance, on which the yeas and nays are demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary called the 


Mr. BRUCE. I am paired with,the Senator trom Florida, [ Mr. 
JONES. Were he here, I should vote “nay.” I donot know how he 
woulk ad vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 14, nays 44; as follows 





YEAS—1l4. 


Bootl Grove! Lamal Pug 
Butler Harris McPherson Vance 
Cockre Hill of Georgia Paddock Windom 
Grooms Kellogg 
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pe tam tt 





J rf A 
‘ I YE > 
( Ir \\ iY Hoar P 
‘ J ’ Anti ) K j 
LB | Kirky W 
J ( McM 
WV ] , 


I { i ame ( i ( ( Pa J I sha 
ould | order to perfect the text of the | 3 we go | ( t J f Neva [ 4 
f proper time to do that, I propose ! l6 to So the amendment was rejected 
rike ¢ "10 ind insert ven;” so as to read “ to ; ul Mr. MCDONALD. Would it rder now to 
Uf even | with a vi ) text of the | 
PRESIDING OFFICER. Not until after the ame ; 
mittee o EK inance hay haa; ted uno! ll . 





Mr. MCDONALD. Is the proposition divisib] of the 














































to the text of the bill in sectio1 
i } oy vit aivis ‘ aol } ae . 9 — 
several SED ] No, no Let us vote the outs oe 1d uncalied 7 
ne 77 turity’ 1s used Lhe Secretary in that ¢ 3 
Mr. MCDONALD. I want for one part of Qj t | on 2 Sled Aachen at 
but not for t] : . rt of -cdiilterence be ween the inte rest ors S 
. . re to the » of their maturity 
Mr. DAVIS, of | ) The Senator ca move ; ame mie ) ; t I ae b 
. is the maturl optional with 
aiterward, | 1 : 7 ie 1} tl 
(DL 4 1 11> ' e ponds matured VV calilbg them 
(he PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Indiana di whe a eee “this clau 
’ ’ ¢ 4} ‘ . ; . the Senator will permit me, this ¢ se re S 
mi if cdecisio OL The ¢ 1 ¢ 1 etper the amendment 5 4 . 


{ +17 >t been fixed 
bl me itor mat ity has bee nixed el 
aivisibie or not im if maturity i l 


Mr. MCDONALD. N. Se ecm anieaie on ae 
Che PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agi to t are uncalled bonds merely, and as the 









} ] + + mwywatnrT t t 
n ihe iaw tixes no date ol naruri iS 





reasury Department 






' mis ¢ a ) e a < 
‘ ee > ; no time for maturity, it leaves it entirely loose, with a ve! cl 8 
amendment of the Finance Cor ttee, which has been reported. on ate g . ae 7 : £1 F : ere 
: : retion in the Secretary of the Treasury as to the time he shall a 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered. ere 1to ecretar) { I ) I 





The Secr« tary proceeded to ca the roll ‘ 3 Ut 






) int 
Mr. PLUMB, (when his name was calle: On t question I at Mr. BAYARD. No, I do not think that the section is op 
paired with the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WayrT! If he were | COUStruction. In the first 


e, the Senator will observe that 








. two lines to which he calls : nt re entirely separate SCMS 
present, | should vote “nay. “ral vo a 6 HMO Cait . ce eiy separa 
Mr. RANSOM, (when his name was cailed On this question Ian Ines 4, vo, ANG © read - 
i A Ar of the bor wr Tr rv notes ’ thor 1 £7 of t 
paired with the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EpMuNps If he were 1D bonds or 4 l a i tor any 


' : ; e United States outstanding and unca bearing a higher rate ot 
here, he would vote “ yea” and I should vote “1 eae 
The roll-call was concluded 


Ty RD . : . . That is, the Secretary can exchange them. Then further, beg - 
Mr. BUTLER, (afte having voted in the aflirmative I +, A S ¢ ry ¢ ang ) 




















withdraw my vote. Iam paired with the Senator from Nevada oe : . : ~ tot 
JONES.] If he were present, I should vote “yea.” I voted under a | , And on t is ke Lo I of the T: ogee mes a 

7 a ders t » differen x 1 t i 3 oO are bonds tron { 
misapprehension, forgetting that I was paired xchat 


ee 
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Mr. PLUMB. What is the date of their maturity, if the Senator | cent nsols of 1907. For the entire f linge of S740.847.8 Ra 
nlease? They are described as “uncalled bonds,” and ther led $2,645,°02.00, as follows vi _ 
date of maturity fixed in the statute. They are the uncalle ‘ 

f the United States; and consequently, as the calling for the r( deo 

date of maturity, there isno date of maturity. | Extraforce employed........ 

Mr. BAYARD. I think if the Senator will look at line 10 of the | &*'a compensation paid’. ..... 

on he will see that there is no such construction to be pi he 5 calvary 
The interest on such bonds from the date of exchange — ; 
of their maturity,” is the language 

Mr. PLI MB. It reads ‘“‘ from the date of exchange to the date of otal a int ’ a na 

aturity ;” and the point I make is that no date of maturity is fixed. | yy, INGALLS. Of wl Sh a a ie : 
lt is clause relates not to the sale of bonds, but to the exchange ot = aN AERIS ; ee ae vee pos Ni a 

class of bonds for another; and if the time overlaps, double cominissions to the syndicate that bought the bonds 


users. 





é : pure 
terest 18 aid. . } 
| Mr. BAYARD. Let me say to the Senator that in 157 


The PR ESIDING OFFICER. lr} Chair would state to the Sen- 





| 
| 
} 
te will proceed to act on the | 









Go mn nt S28 500.000 ¢ 1 S700 O00 OD \f . ’ y+ 
ator from Kansas that his suggestion being in reference to a modit ES een Sere 6 Une a oe per ce 
nof the text } e Sen L878 it cost $2,645,000 to fund $740,000,000, In the funding 0} 
al dments of the on Finance, and when they have by ane presen’ Secret ar) of the Treasury there was Bn 
been gone through ‘ill will be open to further amend- | 2&@My one eighth of | per cent other words he diminished 
. a = = i i cost of refundu ro per cent. as ¢ eee with the histo ol 
ienuil. 1 7 
, , ] { +1 } +} r bam Che l ne { sadministrations o out ( on xT 
r. BAYARD. I think in fact t ere is no bond of the Un ted States | — ioe \LLS : ~ 7 . see = rey t oe ardson, and Bi 
bearing more than 4} per cent. interest that does not mature at the | anes : eee } on ed ae 
option of the United States by the Ist of July. ey ree _ : . . : y pl : . rund 
i : . . ing peration,. to wit. the sun yf S23. 500.00 
Mr. PLI MB. But how is the option to be exercised except by a Lk Ope L1On, » bs m ot ’ ; 
9 } 1 4) } } | Mr. BAYARD The proportionate ar nt paid ‘to 
cal And this refers distinctly to the unc illed bonds: thatis.to bonds | 1 d a0 PFU] ‘ al int i vid et 
; j Y ane t Wy Tea , ft t mount 2a the Secretar is . 
as to which the Government has not given notice of its intent n to | e? ] cs ey see “ne es — sas - , oe 
essenti In negotiati rF the loa 


exercise its option. 


Mr. INGALL he cost of fund ng the previous loa \ 










































Mr. BAYARD. After we go through the amendments of the com- ia : e . 45 : 
mittee, the honorable Senator can propose an amendment which he | tive hundredths « ; q er cent., and the expenses are diminished. Why 
thinks will guard against such a construction as he suggests. | should the committee report in favor of pay 5 Ol 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment will be re- | / Pet cent.?_ Why should that provision be in 
ported. BAYARD Phe amour t proposed by tl . 5 i 
ae next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in section | the most economical funding heretofore could prete r : 
» lit 11, after the words * bo ids or,” tostril 6 out the word *certl | id _ nought i propel that in an operation of this kind i the 
aati v ont ineset 6 Tenmanee vinten} hands of a Secretary W had proved that he had saved $1 5,436 
The amendment was agreed t aoe of 50,404, 5 wee por aaghs : - 
xt amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in section of any embarras mens, b bee him have oe en ling the 
12, after the word “ issued,” to strike out the words “but | amount that | eee for funding tl - Ls 
! the provisions of this act shall apply to the redemption or | Mr. poompape ILL SidO COMMER GF 2 Finance Co a 
exchange of any of the bonds issued by the Pacifi Po tlwar Com. | Me to Say a Singie word 
—oo red’ by the Pacific Railway Com-| "wr, BAYARD. I have said all I wish tos 
rhe amendment was agreed to. Mr. MORRILL. We were informed that the n atte ig 
[he next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in section she _— — making any — refundit zs would be plump up to 
line 16, after the word “ destroyed,” to insert “but none of the | 02°24 x Ol I pee Comes, while there might b eae : a 
provisior 3 O1 this act shall apply to the rede mption or ¢ xchange of met - a at ryoe part oF the neg ; In ; warn 
1 ol the bonds issu¢ l to the Pac ific Railway Companle sg,” sone 3 ae . — ile P ates and ali the contings ; x rt 
The amendment was agreed to. : | ing the refunding. Tho bonds will have to be engraved and | ed 
The next amendment os the Committee on Finance was, in section | | nd r the cir stances 1t May be deemed prOper to leave t mount 
to strike out lines 1, ¢ l part line 3, in the words “‘ authority | = _— disc retion Oo! the Secretary, believing that any Secretary would 
to ieee hemde and certs sos tn einem manmmer th aanee ood be under the same necessity of expending a large amount at first, and 
the provisions of this act is hereby granted; and.” 3 Mr. h smal r amount tov ard the end of the negotiat 
[The amendment was agreed to. » BEC K. rhe reason that induces my action on tl tion I 
The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in section thint [can state in a very few words. Secretary : ume before 
line 5, after the word “ effect,” to strike out the words “ Provided the comm vtee and made a statement. Perhaps I ca present it best 
That” and insert the word “and.” tl by reading what the Secretary id 
The amendment was agreed to. There is another matte e lich I do1 : t I 
The next amendment of the C nittee on Finance was, in section | duced the expenses of issuing t bonds to « four ri} ‘ tka tha 
3, line 7, after the ake “heads aad? bettie ot thvait ‘a. i 2 eee =" 
ate” and insert ‘‘ Treasury notes.’ | Bomaaee vi no ; Y ; » ‘al of t 
The amendment was agreed to. | Secretary S , Phi entire expenses of s I ha 
The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in se The fact is that no government in the world, I thi is eve’ d its s ties at 
tion 3, line 8, after the word “ exceed,” to strike out “ one-quarter” eee oe than 1 per cent. until in this country, a1 ee ae 
and insert ‘one-half;” so as to read “and the « (pense of prepar- te “A to tl “Bank of Wren and I : land | oe i Da { hi, aan : 
if, issuing, adve rtising, nd dispos of the bonds and Treasury | Germany it ( ( try but< half of 1 1 rcent. is allowed. 
tes authorized to be issued shall not exceed one-half of 1 C1 var t 5 x ull the loar , L per > Fut - 
cent.” |} one foftly ind very } ) because tha re g 
- \t , mat : . ’ ITay ¢ ig » 4 
Mr. INGALLS. I wish the chairman of the committ rould state | ¢ 7 = Ahern = ear o @ h aes , 
upon what ground it aaieh ought necessary to increase this sum from | I \ I t paid t WAS H5C i 
one-quarter to one-half of 1 per cent. It makes the aggregate of | ’ is es ver, paid un 
33,500,000 to be allowed for the expenditures in plac ing this loan _becaetagll : 7 * D could co 
Mr. BAYARD. The Senator will find the reason for that stated at | Com ~ st c : ; 1 ¥ 1a 10 ‘ 
length on page 37 of the report of the interview held January 30, | printing, é S30 ) denta 
1880, ? total amount 3 $2.64 | “i ) 
Mr. INGALLS. Will the Senator state in brief what the reason si ae ae Paperrece sae t banks 
‘9? To ; state too strong rtance « 
Mr. BAYARD. There are given the detai 3 ol the expenses of th ve ave at S 0 MELT LEE e r ‘ 
funding in 1878 and in 1879: also at page 19 of the published 1% cant ¢ the saving to the G , 
view with the present secrets iry ol the Ire asurv beld a iew weeks | po 3 pt i: , aaa ‘ 3 oa AP aa d on 3 
ago he gives a statement of the actual cost, which amounted to about | the air of banke tod bandos Gill bawedite Whe 


thirty-five hundredths of 1 per cent. | the sales are under full operation we can t +] 
Mr. INGAL iLS. What were the itenis of expendit ires covered by a RUOr y . sty . t at the comm , ; : 
ou nha cuenta spar ple gp ese for this pur- Senator KEaNAN. ‘That wae in dispo 
he greater part of the sum has been ex- Secretary 5 MA In disposing ot t T ts. J a mn 
pended in enriching favori ines whenwrene sade the vesiplente of bean! y | ated was $3,704,000, and we saved $1 G ne ¥ t that 
in this way ; and unless there can be some reason shown vw hy it does the sale of the last $300,000,000, w no commission at Moe Eve 





2 vs 
cost Si 900,000 to print the se bonds, advertise them. and pay the ex- | Har , ( 
penses, I shall be in favor of voting r for one-quarter rather th n one- | tary SI AN. No é 7 ms 
half of 1 per cent. : | fourth. 
Mr. BAYARD. Perhaps the shortest wav would be to read the Senator I 7 ; i ; : nd 
items of expenditure in the negotiation of 157 and 1379 of the 4 per | ures. ae dates 
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lhe Secretary told us he could not start unless we allowed one-half 
of 1 per cent. to get the loan moving, so as to do it cheaply. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, I have but a few words to say on 
this point. Asa member of the committee I was guided by the judg- 
ment of the Secretary of the Treasury on this question. I am sur- 
prised, and I regret to hear the implied assault made on him by the 
Senator from Kansas, [Mr. INGALLS.] If we cannot rely upon the 
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word of a Cabinet minister as to what it will cost to put these } 
on the market for sale and meet the expenses of their dis, sal 
cannot rely upon anything. The gentleman who came bef " a 
Committee on Finance and to whom I listened had bee 6 

a member of this body and is for the fourth time ele ted for six \ 
service here. He has already served a term as Secretary of the i 
ury. He is required to know the expense of this proceed 
not required to know; there is not a Senator here who ean 
the Secretary of the Treasury is required by lawtoknow. If w, 
been misled on this question it implies the direst and blackes 
most infamous conduct that can befall an officer of this Gov: 

I do not know whether this engraving and putting 
bonds can be done for less than is provided in the amen 
committee, and there is not a member of this body who ean k, 
We have to take such a matter on trust, and if the i 
Treasury of the present administration has not willfully mis), 
supreme ignorance. If hehas misled us at all. 
more to the sir ission and commission on the part « 
Administration now in power, and little as I am attached to ¢) 
ministration by political ties and affiliations, I am not willi r 


) thr 


yd 
} 
KI 


to sale 
dm 


he secretar 
ase ol 


Ibs a 


one S oL om 


vote to say that the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Sherm 
before the Committee on Finance and there told us what was not ¢; 
It is not worth while to say he know, for hi 
Consequently, I shall follow the 
hereafter that I have been misled 
whenever I can. 

Mr. MORGAN. 





does not does 


action of t ommiuttee, and 
1 ; 


..$ T T ] 
by him, I shall take 1 


fi 


De ¢ 


Mr. President, I do not desire, for my part 


any censure upon any officer of the Government, 1 do I des 
cast censure upon the House of Representatives when they ea 
the conclusion that one-fourth of 1 per cent. was enough to pay 
expense of funding this loan. I find in the interview, or rat 

t 


xamination and statement of Mr. Sherman, on page 19, wh 


e 
been referred to this evening, that the sum of $740,847,800 of 


per cent. loan was funded by him at an expense of $2,645,809. oy 
that sum, $326,369 and some cents was commissions paid to the sx 


dicate ; $1,563,523, commissions paid under the circulars. Then th 
est of the expense was for extra force employed, extra compensat 
aid, engraving plates and printing bonds and certificates, tray 
ortation by express messengers and incidental expenses, maki 
total $2,645,802.60 paid as commissions or discounts. 

Mr. MCPHERSON,. Is the Senator also aware that the am 
fixed by rumor, and pretty well fixed, I think, as having go 
Indiana to control the election in that State, mainly subscrib 
this syndicate, was nearly $1,000,000? 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not know anything of rumor, and Id 
propose to base my remarks on this question upon rumor or politica 
suggestion, because I am trying to consider it entirely aside from a 
partisan considerations. I believe one-fourth of 1 per cent. is mor 
enough for refunding this loan and I think the testimony of M 
Sherman in regard to the very large amounts used to fund the f 
percents is quite sufficient as a guide for our proceeding in this casi 
Mr. Sherman said in reply to the following question from the 
ator from New York, [Mr. KERNAN :] 


I 


Is this commission anything discount when they tak 
tain amount? 

Secretary SHERMAN. 
take $10,000 of this loan 
If you take $1,000,000 
and 

The whole of rather a percentage, 
the bonds in the hands of the purchasers in consideration of 
that they subscribed for large amounts, the Secretary would 
this commission to any one who would take $1,000, or perhaps 55 
altogether in one sum, so that the amount of commission to be paid 
must necessarily, upon the hypothesis which he states and the theory 
on which he acted heretofore, go into the hands of large capitalists, 
who are able to take large amounts of these bonds. In that I think 
there is striking injustice in the application of this money. When 
we raise the amount from one-fourth to one-half of 1 per cent., 
large part of it is to be expended in commissions, and these commis 
sions are to go to men who have the ability to control large sums 0! 
money. That may be a wise policy, so far as credit goes, if we have 
to induce men by compensating them to add to the value of om 
credit to take our bonds inthis way. Perhaps it is a wise policy, bat 
the circumstances of this case are altogether different from the ¢ 
cumstances which attended the 4 per cent. loan in one particuial 
This bill provides that $300,000,000 shall be in the form of Treasury 


except to make the 


say to the world, ‘If 
you a discount of one-eig 
you a discount of one-fourth of 


Thatisall. We 
we will give 
we will give 


you com 4 
hth of 1 per 
1 pet 


so On. 


this being a discount, or p 


theta 
not pay 


{) 


| notes bearing, as the Senate has now voted, 3 per cent. interest, 


| circulation among our own people. 


nove Vi 


sums of ten dollars and multiples thereof, and no Treasury note. 
a less denomination than $100 shall be registered. Now, we tak 
$300,000,000 out of the category of the subscriptions on which com- 
missions are to be paid, and therefore leave one-half of 1 per cent. t 
be paid upon $400,000,000 of bonds, for those who take these Treasur) 
notes in ten-dollar sums, or any multiples of ten dollars, will neve! 
receive a commission. ; 

We understand that the amount of money to be funded in Treas- 
ury notes has to be so funded for the purpose of giving these notes 
No commissions will be paid to 


| them for taking these sums of money. I hope none will ever be paid, 


even if this amount of money shall be voted to pay commissions, for 








et 
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e reason that I want to see the people get hold of these Tre asury Mr. TELLER. Phat amendment ought to be acted on atthe s ’ 
es, I want our people throughout the United States to have the tame with the amendments in lines 7,%,and 9. I ca 1e atte on 
cession of these Treasury notes and whatever benefit may be de- | of the chairman of the committee to that They form ont 4 























re here, I should vote “ nay 


Mr. WALKER, (when his name was 














ed from them, and not one dollar of this commission 1s expected ment. oat . 
. be appropriated in putting them« tamong e people. If we have Mr. BAYARD. I think the senator 18 right. 
290,000,000 taken out of the category upon which commissions are rhe ¢ HIEF CLERK. It is also propose d by th Committee on] a 
be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury, where in be the neces- | in line 6 of section 4, afte: the word ** act,” to insert é, sha 
\ raising the amo t that we are to expend this way from | from t to time be repaid and replaced out of the proce 
he fourth of 1 per cent. to the half of 1 per cent sale of the bonds or Treasury notes authorized by this a : 
INGALLS. The Senator tre Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES] made | read : 
vena which leads me to say that if he or anybody else sup- rhat the Secret of the Treasury is hereby authorized ‘ 
ae a ; ane ; | ay eee er me ‘eo ‘ Seceeaie in th a cenit Gf Ga Gane 6 
f the Treasury, he tenor of my remarks. I said, orized to be refunded by the provisions of 
iI believe th: e out t statement, that time be repaid and replaced out of the proceeds of 
any previous } of placing loans had bee reasury tes authorized by this act 
e means of enriching favor f the Treasury I am also very Mr. TELLER. I desire to say that as far as I am concerned | 
oroughly conv the 4 per cent. loan the pay- eomened to this nmendmented the comaniétes. The proposition of 
ent of near dollars to the syndicate who | House was to take $50,000,000 in the Treasury and use it for the p 
K he bone ad unnecessary payment, and pose o1 redecming thed5and6 percent. bonds. The committee « hat re 
ght have bee ime! Chis arrangement ap- | that, and say that while the money may be so taken it shall be only 
ears to me to be simp device for the purpose of preventing these | taken asa temporary loan to be replaced. I believe that one hu 
onds from being sold at less than } ‘ dred and forty-odd millions kept in the Treasury for the purpose of 
It has not appeared from the statement that has been made by any eee is simply useless. I believe that we could take out 
ember of the committee that the ial expenses of placi ing this | $50,000,000 and not feel it: and I believe that $100,000,000 eould be 
an could be more than one-quarter of 1 per cent., and the rest must | taken out, properly taken, and ought to be taken out of the fund that 
ecessari sed for the elas purpose that goes under the name is reserved for resumption. During the last year the total amount of 
i commissions,” to be held « s inducements to persons to take | « urrency redeemed was less, I think, than half a million dollars 
e bonds ethe he may ve } e persons O! whethe hey may There is not any probal rility that the people will walk up to the 
ome under t ime syndicates who have taken them in large | Treasury at any time and demand that for theit greenbacks they shall 
umounts. I believe that the amendment of the committee should have gold or silver; and if they do, it will be only in limited quan 
rejected. tities. We have kept in the Treasury now for the last two years 
Mr. McDONALD. As I dersti the amendme! the percent one hundred and fifty million dollars in gold under the expe¢ 
ge applies to the Treasury notes authorized by the bill, as we lI as somebody would come for it, and during that time the 
he bonds; ane nderstanding it that wa I shall vote against s been less than $12,000,00¢ It seems to me to be 
6 amend! t a i ( } lar as it Passe d the this system 
Hou ike this refunding 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND I uir.) The We can start by 
estion is on the amendme! of the Con ttee o inal ; $100,000,000 of 
Mr. MCPHERSON. I ask for the yeas and nays 5 per cent. bonds, and when you have made a start of that kind the 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secret } eedaed to | balance will come in. rhe banks hold over two hundred million dol 
| the roll. lars of the bonds that are to be redeemed, and when they find that 
Mr. RANSOM, (when his name was called.) On this amendment I the Government is able to take up $100,000,000 of them, they will be 
m paired with the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDS If he } very anxious to come in and get the new bonds in exchange for what 


they now have of the higher rate of interest bonds, because it will 


led.) On this question I | be apparent when you have called in $100,000,000 of them, that this 

im paired with the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. HILL.] If he wert refunding will be a success, whether it is at > per cent. or 34 per cent. 
esent, I should vote I propose, if it is not done by somebody else, after we have passed on 
rhe roll-call was concluded all the amendments of the committee, to move to strike out “ fifty’ 
Mr. LOGAN, (after having voted e aflirmative.) I voted under | and insert “one hundred,” so as to make this sum $100,000,000, un 

» misapprehension, and my attention was cal lled to it by the Senator | less the Senate should indicate that they intend to adhere to the view 
rom North Carolina, [{ me r ANSOM. Ls am paired with his colleague, | of the committee, that we are only to take asa temporary loan this 


and theref 
My ( 


Mr. VANCE, } » I withdraw my vote. 

ir. FARLEY [ Mr. od asked me to 

his bel with the Senator from M: issacht isetts, [Mr. Hoar. ] 
eague were here he would vote “nay. 


“Mr. I PENDLETON. that my 


eague announce 


If 


my 


T } + 
i Gesire tO Say 


[ Mr. THur- 
r. HAMLIN, ] and I 


colleague 


MAN] is paired with the Senator from Maine, [M 
make this announcement to continue « ¢ the 1 le evening, and 
will not repeat it. 

ry 4 > " » ? 

Lhe result was announced—veas 30), nays 20; as follows 

YI 

Allisor i, s 
Anthony ‘ameron of Wis., Saulsbury 
saldwin, Davis of Illinois Saunders 
Savard, Eaton re 

' Ferry Vi 








sais Hampton i W inde 
surnside Johnston Piatt 
sutler Kellogg Plan 


NAYS—20. 


Cockrell Harris McDonald 
Coke, Hereford, McPherson 
Farley, Hill of Georgi: Maxey 
Garland, Ingalls, Morgar 
Groome Jonas Pendletor 





ABSENT—2 





Bailey Conkling Ho Vance 
slaine, Davis of W. Va Tones of Florida Walker 
300th, Dawes, Tones of Nevada Wallace 
Brown Edmunds Logan - hyte 
Bruce, : Grover, Ransom thers 
Cameron of Pa., Hamlin Sharor 
Carpenter Hill of Colorado, Thurmar 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HIL L, of Ge Orgis (at si. x oe lo k and hitv-two minutes p » In.) 


I move that the Senate adjourn. ‘No! 
motion to adjourn, as there is an evident inclination not to do so. 
‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to: vdjourn i is withdrawn, 


and the next amendment of the Committee on Finance will be re- 
ported. 


The next amendment was, in sect 
to insert the word “‘ temporarily. 


‘No! I withdraw the 


ion 4, line 3, after the word “‘ use,” 


nearly 
tation that 
total taken out has beer ar 2, 000, e 
unwise to continue this ¢ m. 
It is said by Senators that perhaps we cannot m: 
a success if we disturb this gold accumulation. 
taking $100,000,000 of this money and retire the first 


350,000,000, and to replace it out of the first money realized from these 
bonds. 


If 


I believed that there was any danger to be apprehended by re 
ducing 


the fund, I should not think of doing it, because I believe 
hat resumption has been of great advantage to the country, and I 
should regret to see the Government of the United States in a condi 
tion where it would not be ready to respond to any just and proper 
demands that might be made; but after two years of experience I 
think it safe to say that it is but suspecting something wrong to sup 
pose that the people will in the future do differently from what they 
have done in the past. I believe $40,000,000 on deposit (and we have 
now a good deal more than that) will be sufficient at all times, 
we could take out a hundred million dollars. 

It is said here that we have nae 1.000 of silver, including some 
bullion and minor We have not that amount, but we have 
some silver on hand. Instead of having $47,000,000 on hand, as h 
been repeatedly asserted here on the floor, I am told that we have 
than $13,000,000. However, whatever it may be, it is certain that 
have not $47,000,000 on hand ; but that has not very much to do with 
this particular question. What we do have can be used i! ate tion 
to the $41,000,000 that will be left in the Treasury to meet any demand 
that may be made by partie s holding our bills. 

I have paid a good deal of attention to the suggestions of the ( 
mittee on Finance and to the suggestion of the Secretary of the Treas 
ury since I have been in the Senate ; but the experience of four years 
has demonstrated that they have guessed just exactly as the rest of us 
have guessed upon these financial questions, and they have guessed 
much wider than the majority of the Senate have In 1878 
three years ago, it was said on the 1 of the Senate by the then 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, that if we adopted what was 
called the silver bill, resumption would be an impossibility. It 
said by the then chairman of th« Committe e on Finance, and in that 
he was fully supported by the present Secretary of the Treasury, and 
he was also fully supported by the present chairman of the Finance 
Committee, that if we passed the silver bill the greenbacks that were 
then at a discount of from 1+ to 2 per cent. would immediately fall 
still lower. The opposite result took place. The greenbacks did not 
fall, and in a few months after we passed that act it was apparent t 
i everybody that the very passage resumption. 


and 


money. 
as 
Less 


we 
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If there had 1 na mbt wl rresu OSSLD not that if that was what was intended e had better sav so i 
to the people who ] ed eful : é as CeCr- cal inguag 1 therefor the committee inserted this 
tain after the passage of t! that resumption was possi) ment 
It is also said at the ti \ Senators Now, let me say to my friend further, that it is not a ma; 
ho to-day are predicting sasters ‘ rt funding, | slightest moment perhaps practically, because under the res 
it if we passed that 1 ‘ try, and j act of 1875 the Secretary of the Treasury can sell justas ma 
er from all parts of the world v he ‘ not W | the | as he chooses to sell There is not the slightest limitatio; 
neople were anxious to get rid of it would come to this « iti Vhat | power, except that he is ¢ saieal to and 5 per cent. bo; " 
has been the result i ld has] ed into this country as if | then if this provision be not } maceted here at all, under tha 
never poured in before, and t rhas not come Che silver that | power if the Secretary of the Treasury took fifty millions of 
ame to this count ss than $2,500,000, whil e have | sumption fund to redeem 5 and 6 per cent. bonds, } lk 
coined in the n 000 of toreig 0 1 this year. | around the next day, if he chose to do it, and sell] 4 per cent 
As was stated yesterday, that act was passed $2 ) of | for the purpose of replacing that mone} 
foreign gold have come tothis country and entered into the circulation Mr. EATON. I hope some gentleman will, before 
of the prec 0 ef ‘ through, add to it a clause that the Secretar f the Treas 
I have lost a littie faith in the inane Committee i ttle in | not sell any of the i per cent. bonds. 
the prophecies of the Secretary of the Treasury. Whe 16 commit Mr. TELLER. I want to ask the Senator ’ ; 
tee come here and the Secretary of the Treasury comes here and tell | Does he suppose that any Secretary of the Tr ould 
me that ec to keep $140,000,0 r$150,000,000 of goldin the | there was a pressing demand, sell 4 and 4} per ds to 
lrea ry ior lear ynebody will son day rush ip to the lreas- | the money taken out under this section 
{ 1 few green} und | v ce lof gold for them, I Mr. ALLISON. Oh, Mr. President, I do not suppose the § 
have ceased to believe that ere is any such dange1 I do not be- | ef the Treasury would use this resumption fund in any was 
I believe we ought totake this money lying in the Treasury | extravagant way; he certainly would not replenish the fund 
| put it where it will pay the debts of the nation it was absolutely necessary to do so, and if he did he could 
It has been the efiort of the Secretary of the Treasury—and I donot | fund at any time. I want to call attention to the phraseolog 
this now to reflect upon him particularly—to d edit the silver | and to say to my friend from Colorado that he makes a point 
if this countr he great pi tion of the count: We produce | was not intended by the House, and as for myself Iam not part 
rom $30,000,000 to $40,000,000 every year on an average of silver whether this amendment is voted in or voted out; but I t} 
We produce this year about eight million dollars less than last year, | wise to put it in, in order that the phraseology may be ¢ 
and we produce a triile less of silver this year than we produce of gold, | unequivoca 
It is said by the Secretary, in his report w I have here, that it is Chat t lreasury is hereby authori 
imposs:ble to continue the coinage of silver, that it is impossible to shall become 1 1 to use not exceeding > JOU, QUO 
keep thesilver in circulation ; and he tells us that he has got $47,000,000 The committee said, inasmuch as the Secretary believed tha 
f silver that the people, as he says, decline to take. He ores | was a power giving him discretion for that purpose, that fu 
he fact that the Government i simply on deposit for the | be eee if taken in that way 1 andes this provision. Tha 
people, of almost twenty milli this $47,000,000; so that fr. TELLER. The section as it came from the House \ 
ording to his own showing, he has only got about twenty-seven ju stify the conclusion that this money was to be 1 epla uce 
i 1 dollars of silver money on deposit; and I am told that since | the committee knew very well, and therefore they put in 
this report was made that amount has largely decreas During the | rily,” and they were not satisfied with putting in “temporar 
ust year, as shown by the Secretary’s © put in circulation | it had come from the House with the word “temporarily” n, y 
her of the coin itself or of certificates ot silver re silver than | have been said with some show of reason that it was to be re] 
e « ed. It is not accumulating in the Treasury at all. The hon- | Nothing of the kind was there. So the committee put int 
rable Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] said yesterday that we | “ te mporarily, ” and then, to make sure, they add that it s] 
ul a skeleton in the closet nd that skeleton is the irge amountol plac ed afterward The proposition as it came from the Hor 
lver that we have piled up. There has been etfort made, from | $50,000,000 shall be taken, leaving about one hundred million d 
he Secretary down th ery man in this country whois opposed | still in the Treasury available for resuraption purposes. I do | 
to the use of the t to make the people understand that | lieve it is seesanany to leave the $10,000,000. I believe ™4 
ere isa condition of affairs here that has never existed before is enough to leave, and I have no doubt that $10,000,000 is g 
Sir people of the United States are in favor of both metals, and | Unless there is some great financial disaster there will b 
hey believe in giving both metals an opportunity,a chance. Iam j practically. The people do not want gold, and they do not wa 
not going into aspeech upon the silver question to-night, because | ver. The Secretary of the Treasury says that they do not \ 
here is not time and it is not entirely germane to this bill. LIonly | ver; he ignores the fact that they do not want gold; but] 
ulude to these things to say that all this claim that two or three men | in his report that 55 per cent. of the money paid in for duties has 
only are to judge of th i | conditions of the future is not a well | bes n paid in gold, ai nd only 31 pe rcent. in silver certificates, ¢ 8 
founded claim d that ne er the Secretary of the Treasury, with | less in greenbacks—showing that the people want greenbacks 
ll « ference, nor the | nance Committ e yee WS COSMET VOs 8S than they want either gold or silver or silver certificates. Lh 
inta e upon this quest mn that tl rds] l muld be take n without the creen bat ks I do not believe it is necessary that a Si 
some little examination $10,000,000 of gold in the Treasury. I do not believe thers 
I am opposed to this amendment. I want this section so ended | any demand more than there has been of $75,000 a month fr ym pe 
that the Secretary of the Treasury shall be directed, compelled to take | who want a little gold oe some partic ular purpose, peop! wl 
5 100,006 of this money now in the Treasury and reduce the | going to Europe or somewhere else, or a few people who wa 
national debt; and then if, the course of events, anything should | hoard it. 
happ e distant f é forese¢ f there should be bad crops, wen K. I believe that section 4 as it came from the House is 
ifthe ba eof trade s] d beag st us, there is a power given him | right 1d that the amendment of the Committee on Finance does 
under resumption act to dispose of bonds and put back the money | not strengthen itatall. The Senator from Iowa seemed to think that 
that ma eces to meet the demands made upon the Gover it did, and after a good deal of discussion in committee it was 1 
ment. serted, I think, to please him. But the meaning of the section as 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendn y 6 reported came from the House, as I understand it, is that there being as 
Phe SECRETARY. After t ord “us f section 4,it is | plus of gold and silver in the Treasury, bearing no interest, tl 
proposed to insert * temporar and after the word “ a¢ in line 6, | nobody wants, and as $650,000,000 of five and six percents are to! 
to insert ‘ which shall from time to time be repaid and replaced out | due by the 1st day of July, and the holders of the five percents 
f the proceeds of the sa f the bonds or Treasury notes authorized | the act of 1270 have a right to ninety days’ notice before they ca 
by this act called in, and thereby we are paying doubie interest during that t 
Mr. ALLISON. I desire to Senator from Colorado that | and cannot get clear of it because the law gives them the right 
the ¢ ommittee on Finance, in t r numerous guessings with refer- all this surplus money now lying in the Tre a aring no interes 
ence to this bill, thou; cht for the sake of safety it was a wise thing to | doing no good, the Secretary shall have the right té take it out 
nsert the words here found italics We understood, and it was | once and call in 590,000,000 of the bonds soon to be redeemabli Li 
the common understanding of the promoters of oe bill, that the lan- | him make his call for the bonds and use this money to pay them, ¢ 
guage of the bill as itcame from the House precis ly covered the ‘ idea | though he does not sell the new bonds, the threes or three-and ills 
which we have put into it, and when we called tl attention of the | we are to issue now. By using $50,000,000 of coin in that way l i 
Secretary of the Treasury to this fourth section he said it was a wise | be able to bring in that amount of bonds now outstanding 
provision and he did not care to have it changed in the least particu- Mr. PLUMB. I should like to ask the Senator why the same arg 
lar, because the promoters of the bill understood that the language | ment does not apply in favor of taking $100,000,000 of that sam 
plainly imported that when this money was taken from the Treasury | money. ead 
out of the resumption fund it was only taken for a temporary purpose Mr. BECK. It might or might not. 
and could be replaced at any ti Mr. EATON. Why not take it all 
That was the construction ihe Sensations of the Treasury put on Mr. BECK. Fifty million dollars was sufiicient, the 5¢ ; 
this section in his interviews with the committee: but upon a careful | thought. 
examination of the section the committee concluded that perhaps after | Mr. BAYARD e intention was that there was not to be 4p 
all there might be some doubt about this phraseology, and thought | manent diminution of thatfund. It was not intended that that fom 
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SO to get go d ito the Treas- Senator B 
ed pr ] ; | ) } 
that the sale of $95,000,000 | “Phat means that you's 
y has proved to beablunder. Ii ey | d it is otherwise p 
si re years before, there w« dl ec! s \ A trig 
myptic t,and we should have inet Fr ot this who YD »18 VW 
The great blunder to-day is | Treasur there isa large amount ot 1 5 
ary to take greenbacks for cus tio! to cov 1 protect rest tion we canno 7] 2 
fusing to pass a law rs ring | unless aut] » the Secretary by this law to « 
doing it, and he is violating the ( istit mm sa ‘ | 2 
has been the attem ey pt } col ] Ny 
nd the Secretary wil how much he has, 1 >a i 
mittee consent to-day be. he cannot use i propos 
istom use ough i the fourth sect oO ill, 2s to liet 
order of the Secreta remain idle, because when put in for one purpose it cannot 
for another except in accordance with an appropriation mad 
onds in order to get gold and | and this fourth section does make t appropriation and aut! 
now, and when he did resume, | him to take it « d use it for the purchase of bonds, and there! 
li b I h for gold, there was Save interest. At the same time the power ex sts in him, if « l 
t. The struggle now is to see if | emergency arises, to supply by the sale of bonds whatever is nec¢ 
e greenbacks out instead of the iry to redeem the greenbacks. 
sold, because men do not want pay the cost of the transportation Mr. EATON. I suppose the Senator from Kentucky does t 
of gold to the interior of the country, and the greenback to-day isat | the Senate to n derstand the testimony of the Secret 
S me oInts at a premium of one-e ehth to one-fourth of 1 per cent, Mr. BECK Or course t I have read it 
ver gold because of the cost of transportation. When the Secretary Mr. EATON. I know; but I call the Senat t 
ume before the committee I put a question to him as to this section | meaning of the sale of bon i the Senator did not 
sit came from the House. Here it ison page 20 of the published | Secretary dic 
nterview | lena to | 
me itor I 4 t p ‘ 
thorit d Wee ryt 
Secretary SHERMAN. ¥ : I g | l we are now about to author 
Mr. McDONALD. Does that refer to the ongu tha hai vhich he hasin ha ] 
Mr. BECK. The original ‘section as it came trom 
e Senator from Iowa seemed to fear that there v I lp ' { Seeretal 
yout it afterward, and he proposed a modification ¢« I know you did 
dgme The Secretary 1 Yes I th t Tet 1 reimburse it by the sale of tl ) is It 
er What he meant by that each Senat ca 
Sena | x i f fas islea I said that I believed he would 
yas to t 3 j I I which never W i 5 i l iit 
Secretary Sui We « ) ) l We all kno too remote a nossib ne te 
to 8 
ae aa . ge s4 : bint 38 as site wee ma an +} Dn a tif] 3 to Se ny | ids at “ oe 
she mean ng ¢ it ait 1s, tha i any run over came on tht ireasury, r 6 ting law he has a right to s¢ of the bonds 
ae the powe hei v hi l he could meet i but the mean time 1 niin l that law has? r bee ré 
t him use this money that nobody wants, that is paying no interest i eg eh de aaa : 
vy, and fund with it 850,000,000 of bonds, be 
the sixes now outstanding, without hav 
les of the new bonds. If a cot Wil the & — - 
do not think the Secretary or anybody 





ears or perhaps ever) then the 


) 
n reimburse the funds; but if ] 


ll bonds. rhis money he 
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sell 


ywwer to 
} 1 


saoes not need 





the coin of course 


ill not s contiesses now 138 lying idle, 
on that amount 


ixes at once by means 


d by using $50,000,000 of 1t we 


if bonds, begin the refunding of 


interest 


if that fund, and the chances are a hundred to one that he never will 
ieed to sell more } ls for thatfund. Thatis what the Secretary 








Mr. EATON. I have not the book by me; but did the Secretary 
ay he would reimburse this fund by the sale of bonds? Did he mean 
by that a sale of the bonds to be issued now, or of the old bonds ? 
Mr. BEC By the sale of any bonds that he was authorized under 
) resumption act to sell, I presume. 
Mr. EATON. Do you suppose he can sell the 4 per cent. bonds? 
Mr. BECK. I uppose not. He would not sell any but the bonds 
thorized; but he has authority now to sell them. I have no 
ea that he would sell any but those now authorized. But go a little 
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her. The Senator from Michi FERRY |] t 1 asked the 
( tion which and the answer I v 
Senator Ferry. In that tion it provided that 1 ill use not exceeding 
.000 of gold and silver coin in the Treasury, and then her part of 
section that you may at any time apply t I sul 
cretary SUERMAN. Tl over ar 0 
nator FeRRY. It « s vou to 850,00 ) 
Secretary Su 1K seir if zHot to be ¢ ecau yuld 
like to leave the Secretar pow to strip t Treasury bare of1 
S or J y. But this i t » ay t irp 
Sx tar S I ut ‘ 1} exercised i 
Foy et . 
s tol J : I t is ay f g & 
- etary SHERMA That is the limit, ar cay mit 
S tor Vi HE! I do not know that it v 1 affect the operation of the bill 
an awkward mode of pressing it, it seems to n because in the forepart 
har . 1 . 
the ction there is a limit l immediate t rd s followed by no limit 
Senator Ker» Chatis the irplus mo lie is to money that is held 
{ mother purpose to the amount of $ 
Secretary S AN. He can use 850.000 lot 
Senator Ferry. The bill does not sav that 
Senator Beck. I understand that the Constitut pl les that you can take no 
yey out of the Treasury exc ept by irtue of an appr riation made by law 
secretary SHERMAN. Thatis true 
Senator Bri Therefore, this surplus that v i i ab 
necessary for the sinking fund yon « t nse } 4 3 an appropr 
ithorizing you to do it 
secretary SHERMAN. No, we cannot useit. This f 1 is specially set aside by 
1w for the redemption of United States notes, and the Secretary of the Treasury 


148 nO more power to diminish that fund than anv other f 

















W t Secretary of t lrea ifter ha ¥ 
once used this $50,000,000 of coin as the bill came to us from the House 
and after having given the notice for calling in bonds, have power to 
repeat that process under section 4 so as to facilitate the payment of 

1 +? + { ntar ‘ ‘ . . ] } 
the loans with« oss of interest from time to time; or will he be 
confined my to ti se of the { 4 ronce a ‘ oniy ? 

Te rt 1 T + 1 

Mr. BEC]! Ph read 
T + } Sy y of ¢ I ‘ j 4 p 
shall | I ul ) not d S50, ( ( of t undard gold 
8 ri the Tr 1 ther } oft and 6 per cent 
United States authorized to be refund t provisions of this a 
I understand that to mean that he hasa right to take ou 
surplus gold and silver coin now lying there and not needed ut 
much of it, torefund the fives and sixes we are now seeking to refund 
be + 4 ] 

Mr. ALLISON As I derstand, th per cent ls 

redeemed exce} { days 1c¢ 


Mr. BECK. 

Mr. ALLISO 

to givet ecretary Or Ul 
which he ca Ke a Cail Iol ] 
of this fund in the Treasury, t] id he t 
burses the fund from the proceeds of the bonds sold during t 
days; and then he makes another call, and pays again « 
in the Treasury, and so on until the loan is completed 
will be a very great saving of interest; but if only o b 
made, of course the power is exhausted the moment ext 
cised. The section gives him $50,000,000 capital, as I read whereas 
if he can only use t fund once it is no capi 
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Mr. BECK. The effort of the House was to enab m to t 
$50,000,000 of bonds by using so much of this fund, which is now 
no use, and use it to save interest. 

Mr. BAYARD. The discretion is controlled by the use of the wor 
“reimbursed.” The standard gold and silver coin is to be 1 
bursed, that is returned and repaid out of the proceeds of the sa 
of the bonds authorized by this act, and the very last word the S« 


’ says upon page 21 is this 





ct is that the gold and silver are kept there for the purpose of redeemi 
the l-tender notes upon p sntation, as required by law 
then he goes on to give a statement showing the surplus re 


the Government at dl 


enues ort nt times. 


ernment were sold under the resumption act of 1375 


The bonds of this Gov 
to get that gold 


it fund should 


fter 


and that silver there. It never was intended that th 








INGRESSIONAL 








‘ : + i ; i t 
‘ é < As sy ' 
: e its ( O 
ge . ! V he 
+} ) ‘ Tie ‘ 
‘ ) 
NI | } lh 4 t ( 
; Sy . sha } + ‘ 
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I 3 be se ] derstood the 
| ‘ ] e S tary 
I I ‘ ret 
t ua 
‘ ‘ _ es 
t ‘ \ t ] be 
r It we | 
‘ T i i ) — 
’ M ONAI I ‘ SK 1 > 
‘ l'reas ‘ 
ere as cle fur 
Mr. KERNAN od a 
e re Ire y 
Ml McDONAITI | re 
M L\ERNA l > Si ul 
| La < i i i S lver 
‘ ere 1 } ( leemil © leg: te I es O! 
e re ‘ i ‘ y ( sing 
‘ \ tu e bill 
‘ ‘ 
l t 
‘ =e MYbe ‘ = Le 
ede ed S es esumptic nd 
‘ i ne el ( replac cr el he 
S é ere as the & 2180 say that 
‘ ‘ } ( é eaeel e® note i do ertall lv 
ait ‘ nection betwee he fund and the 
ere elet l cs rpit oney s wl i ho 
| ppropr e¢ a other purpose, in the Treasur) This 
ind is pledged to redeem Unit d States notes. It makes them good, 
£ é g« ‘ re s piedue to be kent there to redeem the 
otes ‘ e Secretary You may use so much of that 
emp ‘ erest Then we say further, “ You may use 
the surplus money that is there,” mean ng somet thing not pledged 
ppropriated r the rede myption o1 legal-tender notes. 
e sha eave the Secretary this discretion, making it plain 
80 Ti £ ‘ ( nderstand that we authorize him to use 
mone propriate ‘ pledged » be kept in the lreasury to redeem 
nny ote ! demand, for any othe purpose except as 
we provide tf his temporary use to save interest pledge the 
bond to bb heiad 1 ep: v if. 
-McDONAL LD. When looking at this section and the amend- 
ment proposed to it seems to me that to re it of all ambiguity 
here should be an emendm« to the first part of the section to this 
effect, that this $5 UU (KM tho ed to be taken from the gold and 
c the Treasury for t} e redemptior of bonds should be of the fund 
eld in the Treasury for the redemption of the circulating notes of 
e United States. If it applies to a different fund than that referred 
ti te part o1 tl section by which the Secretary of the 
reasury is authorized to apply any surplus in the Treasury to the 
edempti f the ew notes, then that distinction ought to be made 
ear tha does appiy to a different fund, a fund held there for 
ROL ther rpose, the purpose 0 whicl however, may not be of 
such an ¢ vency that it requires lmn ediate use, so tl at t may be 
temporarily employed in the manner herein provided. 
Mr. BAYARD. Let us adopt the amendment of the committee, and 
then we can prepare another amendment if it is necessary. 
Mr. KERNAN. I amsure that both the Secretary and the commit 
tee understand it as I have stated. 


Mr. MCDONALD. If it isto withdraw temporarily any part of the 
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oin held under the law the redemption of the circulating notes 
of the United States, then J think it ought to be replaced: but if it 
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sas iT} il ised, See ) ecess V ior its reé placement Ys 
ntended to be of the first lass, the bi | ought to so specif , ’ 

KERNAN. Adopt this amendment, and we can be prepa 
meet that point. 

Mr. MCPHERSON Wi the chairman of the ‘ | 
answer me one question On the Ist day of 
fixed by law for th resent on of specie pay . 
tain sum of one n the Treasury of the I 
poses ol resumption. Experi e proves that g 
for the purposes of resumption, because all of 
were presented for redemption were redeemed. Now, will thy 
ble Senator tell me how much that has been increased 

Mr. KERNAN The notes were redeemed and ssued aga 

uw we compelled the Tre: ury to keep reissuing them. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. But » fact I wish to get at is, ho 
func as bees reased sil > Jommary 1, 100 I only y 
how mucl ease of gold ‘ here has bee | 

e tl Ist o } vy, 187 

) BAYARD I ow abo he ' —— 

Mr. McPHERS' N. ine ements « Secre ( 

10ould sho 

Mi “BAYARD I ve he Seere LI 2 ) vv S 
mount ot old tand i Sliver Coll a * me 
two hundred n n dollars [ had the figure ere and stat 

some remal Il made » the Senate oye ng toe ¢ g 
hink t unmount of gold is about one hundrec l forty 1 

rs and of the standard silve bout for n on dolla 
ndependent of certificates 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Isthe excess over what was there in 187 

» the $50,000,000 proposed to be taken from the Treas 

Mr. BAYARD. Icannot answer as to the precise an 

nd silver in the Treasury on the day fixed for resun ptior 

Mr. INGALLS. I can answer the Senator from New Je 
umount of gold and bullion in the Treasury January 1, 157 
date o he resu! tion of specie payments, W 28 $135, 382,039.4 
had been increased up to the date of November 1, 1880 
ot $140983/607.74. 

5 AY. ARD. That is gold Then of silve 
fort ele million dollars besides. 

Mr. INGALLS. Forty-seven million eighty 10usa 

undred and fifty-nine dollars 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Then there has been an increase of ove 
million dollars in gold and silver together since the Ist of Ja 
1279. 

Mr. BAYARD. But the tor Ww inderstand tha u 
standard dollars have been coined since the dat ot es 
Chere were none in the Treasury at that time. 

Mr. TELLER. Does not the Senator know that that does 
into the resumption fund at all? The silver dollar does not ent 


into that. There are one hundred and mil 
besides the $47,000,000 of silver 


Mr. BAYARD. I cannot state whether there 


forty 


iS a separate fur 


lion dollars and « 


That is the reason why I objected somewhat to the amendment pr 
posed by the Senator from Indiana, that we should say that t! 
should be taken from the resumption fund. I know not whet! 
there is a fund upon the Treasury books bearing that nam«¢ 

Mr. ALLISON. There is no such fund designate d on the books of t 
Treasury, but the sum set apart to it is about one hundred and fort 
million dollars. 

Mr. BECK. Fifty million dollars more now than at the 
resumption. 

Mr. ALLISON. But that $50,000,000 represents silver certificate 
and certificates of indebtedness held by people outside as a sp 
fund. Look at the Treasury statement and you will see it 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The reason for my asking the question was 
that I wished to be able to form a judgment whether I could wit! 
propriety vote for this section of the House bi)l without the amend 
ment offered by the Committee on Finance. If there is any dang‘ 
soueenenption atall, I certainly am in favor of voting for: a temporary 
removal of the fund, to be re pls wed again by the sales of the bonds 


Treasury notes. If there is $50,000,000 standing to ths 
Treasury to-day more than there was on the Ist of January 
which experie nce has proved was all-sufficient 
sary for the purposes of the resumption fund, then I shall vot 
the House section pure and simple, and against the 
our committee. 

Mr. INGALLS. The $141,000,000 that 
resumption fund, as I understand, rest 
he Secretary of the Treasury. 
authorizing the resumption of specie payments, but he was dir 
to establish a fund sufficient to maintain resumption, and he ! 
= the sum of $140,000,000 or $141,000,000. 

‘Mr. MCPHERSON. Now, will the Senator 
been redeemed by resumption ? 

Mr. INGALLS, I was going on to state that it 
fact that during the twenty-two n soot lapsing from the time ¥ 
specie payments were resumed up to the Ist day of November, 
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ill state how m 


is a very SID 


the entire amount of legal-tender currency presented for redem] 
in coin was less than $12,000,000, and 
period the amount 1 


little over five hut 
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ten months of that 


Vas a 


credit ot 


, all that was n 
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that sum during the 
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ousand dollars. So that if the coin that was placed in the Treas- 
ry and set apart asa fund for the resumption of specie payments 
nd redemption of the legal-tender notes had been placed at interest, 
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‘ha amount that it would have earned would have sufficed to have | 


deemed nearly every dollar that was presented, and it might have 

en put in the fire and burned tp and the country would have been 

st as rich as it is to-day and would have an addition to its wealth 
the amount of interest that would have been earned. 


Now, Mr. President, I contend that experience has shown that the | 


dgment of the Secretary of the Treasury is at fault. The law did 
t fix the amount of the fund to be placed in the Treasury for 
resumption purposes. The Secretary of Treasury was directed 
o prepare and set apart a fund for that purpose, which he did, anc 
xperience has shown that that in of the 
necessary for that purpose. 

Mr. BAYARD. But i 
accompanying power to sell to an 
nited States bearing 4, 44, or 5 per cent. int 
ssary for the purpose of buyin 

case they are presented ? 

Mr. INGALLS. If that power exists In t 


of the i 
j 
i 
IS Vastly t 


excess amoun 


I he 


ticable 


practic 
unlimited amount bonds of the 


erest to any ex 


S not that made only by t 


tent nec- 
vold and slivel 


g to redeem the notes 


he Sec retary of the Treas 


iry, what is the use of keeping $140,000,000 of dead capital in t! 
[reasury earning nothing 

Mr. BAYARD. Because it saves the issuance of the Gover n 
credit to sell the Government bonds 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘I he bonds would be re det mea this colin were 


used for that purpose; and if the emergency should arise hereafter 
when there would be occasion for any increase in the amount of the 
public debt, the Secretary of the Treasury under the resumption act 
of January, 1875, is authorized to sell bonds for the purpose of making 
this fund, and he did sell bonds to the amount of $95,500,000 of fours 
and four-and-a-halts. 

Mr. BAYARD. And the gold and silver there now is the 
1f that sale. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
the proceeds of that sale, and the rest h: 
the surplus revenues 

Mr. BAYARD. 

Mr. INGALLS. He has decided as a matter of judgment on his part 
that the amount of gold coin to be held in the Treasury necessary for 
redemption purposes is $140,000,000, and that in face of the fact that 
within the period of twenty-two months since redemption existed, up 
to the time when his last report was made, the entire a: pre- 
sented had been less than $12,000,000, 

Mr. McMILLAN. Will the 
him a question ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes, sit 

Mr. McMILLAN. Ifthe Secretary of the Treasury had not reserved 
that amount of coin, what assurance has the Senator from Kansas 
that avery much greater amount of the currency would not have been 
presented for redemption / 

Mr. INGALLS. Well, Mr. President 

Mr. MCMILLAN. Very well. 

Mr. INGALLS. That is the most remarkable interrogatory that I 
have ever heard submitted by one human being to another. What 
assurance have we that if the Secretary of the Treasury had not set 
apart $140,000,000 in coin in the Treasury as a fund for redemption a 
vastly greater amount would not have been presented to be redeemed! 
Does the Senator from Minnesota present that argument, or is 
he inclined to be jocular? The fact is- 

Mr. McMILLAN. Ifthe Senator will return an answer to the ques- 
tion, perhaps it will appear whether the question is sensible or not. 
die with the Senator from Kansas. 
born with the Senator from Minne- 
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Senator Kansas allow me toa 
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, 1 have no assurance at all. 


as 


au 
D 
¢ 
‘ 


} 


I have no doubt wisdom will 

Mr. INGALLS. It never was 
sota. That is very evident. 

Now, Mr. President, instead of saying, as the House bill does, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to use $50,000,000 out of 
the resumption fund or the reserve gold in the Treasury, I would say 
that he should be required to use $100,000,000, Resumption has been 
established ; and in case there should be any emergency arising here- 
after by which it appeared evident that there was to be a demand 
upon the Treasury for the redemption of legal-tender notes, the power 
would still exist in the Secretary of the Treasury at any moment to 
increase the fund by the sale of any of the bonds authorized by law. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator appears to have the tables of the 
amount of money in the Treasury. Will he please tell me now what 
portion of the $140,000,000 was made up by a sale of bonds? 

Mr. INGALLS. Ninety-five million five hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Does the Senator pretend to say that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in anticipation of the needs for resumption 
purposes sold $95,000,000 of bonds and placed the proceeds in the 
Treasury ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. 

Mr. INGALLS. He sold $65,000,000 of four-and-a-halfs and thirty 
and a half millions of fours. , 

Mr. MCPHERSON. And only $12,000,000 have been sent in for 
redemption ? : 

Mr. INGALLS. During the period of twenty-two months from the 
Ist of January, 1879, to the lst of November. 1880; and of that sum 
during the ten months of the last year, prior to November 1, the 
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presenied ption was a little in excess of § 100 
and during the month of October, 1880 entire amour resented 
was $9,000. So the demand has been constantly m 
the time when specie payments were resumed on thi January 
1279, down to October 31, L820, when we have t} last report so that 
in that month the entire amount presented for reden yn was 89,000 
and for these yoses the Sec retary ot! the Treasuy ads the 
Treasury the sum of $141,000,000 in gold coin, for which we ere pay 
ing at the rate of 4 and 4} per cent. on 595,500,000, and the 1 ance 
of which might be put into similar securities and earn a like amount 
As I said before, the interest that would be earned by this monev if 
it were put at work would have redeemed almost the entire amount 
presented, and it might have been burned up and id 
entirely W ped out from the national debt. 

Mr. FERRY. I should like to ask a question of the Sena tron 
Kansas. Is not the fact made known to t public that there is 
$140,000,000 of coin the Treasury an assurance to the people that 
the currency, the creen backs as they are termed, will be prou 
redeemed or paid on presentation 

Mr. INGALLS. The public do not know that this money is 


Treasury. 


Mr. FERRY Certainly tl 
Mr. INGALLS 


tact a 
It is published, but who reads it 


, : 
16 3S pubiishe 


Who has known 


it in this Senate until within the last twenty-four hours? Who could 
have told how much money there was in the Treasury held for resump 
tion yurposte 5 


Mr. FERRY. They might not have known the exact amount, but 
they get the monthly statements 

Mr. INGALLS. lIask, asareply to the question of the Senator from 
Michigan, who in this Senate knew what the amount of gold coin was 
held in the Treasury for resumption purposes before this debate be 
yan 


Mr. FERRY. 
Mi 


We knew it by the mont 


INGALLS. | 


hly statements 


venture to say that the Senator cannot state now 


how much there is in the Treasury. When he speaks about this know] 
edge being an assurance to the people, l respond that the people do 
not know anything about it. The assurance the people have rests 


upon the fact, in the first place, that the currency has been promptly 
redeemed, and it rests beyond and far outside of all that on the fact 
that nobody wants any ) } 
prefer the paper 

Mr. FERRY. I that the 


which the Senator has stated, and we 


xold or silver; nobody asks for it. The people 


notice amount of coin in the Treasury 


all know it now, is about 40 
per cent. of the volume of greenbacks. That amount is based upon 
the judgment of all bankers 

Mr. INGALLS Sased on the judgment of the See t { < 
Treasury. 

Mr. FERRY. Bankers consider that 40 per cent. of coin Let 
essary to keep for the redemption of their bills; so that I take it 


the Secretary of the Treasury in fixing that amount has based 
the common judgment of bankers. 
Mr. MCDONALD. Mr. President, with the explana 


been made in reference to these two parts of sectic 


t upon 
tion that has 
mm 4, I think per 
haps it is proper that the amendment reported by the Committee 
Finance should be adopted ; but when it is adopted I shall propose 
an amendment in addition to line 4 to this effect, after the word 
‘Treasury ” to insert “ now held for the redemption of United States 
Treasury notes ;” so as to make the section read “ to use temporaril; 


not exceeding $50,000,000 of the standard gold and silver coin in the 


oO! 


Treasury now held for the redemption of United States notes,’ 
&c. Then it will provide for the replacement of so much of that 
fund as the Secretary of the Treasury may think it necessary to 
use. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Would that not have the effect of author g 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay out gold coin alone, as that 


1 


that he absolutely purchased for redemption 


uption fund, and nullify 


was the only coin 


holds as a the words ‘ 
coin ?’ 

Mr. MCDONALD. No; I apprehend not. I apprehend 
coin which he holds in the Treasury (which I understand is one hu 
dred and forty millions) fund 
as well as gold coin 

Mr. COCKRELL. No 

Mr. TELLER. It embraces nothing gold co 

Mr. ALLISON. May I call the attention of the 
fact, and that is, that no money is held 
and set apart specifically for the redemption of United 
by the name of a redemption fund? Therefore, if 


rola 
roid 


ana 


as a redemption embraces 8 rco 


- but 


ul 


Senator fre 


rom In 
the Treas ir 
states notes 


his amendmen 





added, I do not believe it will strengthen the bill at all 
Mr. McDONALD. I desire that there shall be a clear distinctior 


drawn between the coin which the Secretary of the Treasury may 
use temporarily in purchasing United States bonds that may bex 
due, and that application which in the latter clause of this section 
is authorized to make at any time of the surplus in the Treasury 
otherwise appropriated, for certa nly all money that be may thus 
apply as money not otherwise appropriated would not be expected 
to be restored again to the Treasury, for it would be utely an 
appropriation. This section appropriates that surplus for that pur- 
pose. It seems to me, therefore, that the money which may be tem 
porarily used to be refunded ought to be distinguished, and clearl; 
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o believes that with the power in the Secretar 


Treasury, as stated here by the chairman of the Finance Com 
| amount of 4 and 44 per cent. bonds that he desir 





ver undertake such a job With any expectation of su 


It is just like the old Frenchman who came with his ch to 
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‘Ah,” said he, 
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yank and they paid him out every doll: 


him, then I don’t want him; you no got him, then I do wa 


Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, the law for e establishment of | If the money is there to pay—the power of the Secretary is there + 
tior ban ed the maximum fund for redemption w! the } pay at all times and in all cases every dollar that is outstandi: 
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nan who has the paper dollar wants the gold; he wants s 


dollar which he has t. 








3 d LD per cer it la s said to crystal the b 1eSS8 It isa peculiarity of our method of doing business that we ta 
ement of m« non that particu questio1 In gs like New | of that alone which we can handle the easiest and the cheanes ‘ 
Yi ( ut d New Orleans,the amount 1 ed to be kept | the tendency of modern business is to the short cut. We want 
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} 1 . 1 fry . nt ’ ha nntrye ¢ + 
lL irom one section of the country tot 


with the least expense. Therefore we take the greenback in p 








rold, and we take the draft in place of either, and there 
; I ] thin the limits o 


vermit the presentation « 





reenbacks at any one time for redemption to f S 
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tary of the Treasury; and for the same reason that, as | 
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» per cent, ol the national bank circulation has been 





there is no use in higgling about a question of a few millio 


proposes to cut the fund down to 5 per cent. ; let it be 25 | 


you will; but where is the necessity in the present condit 


lof coin in the Treasury 
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he tin 


people of 





than it otherwise 
of a wise policy, of a true regard for t 


that a large sum, I say at least $100,0 





the Treasury of the United States a1 
that much of the interest-bearing o! 










now outstanding, and that money put 

the channels of trade and perform the office it was created f 
Mr. TELLER. The Senator from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN 

quired whether we have any assurance that if this coin had not 





















ry if the amount of gold there for the redemption of notes is small. | in the Treasury from January 1, 1879, there would not have bee 
iher re two persons whos ‘s have been mentioned, two prom- | greater demand for the redemption of legal-tender notes. Now, ! 
ent ¢ ens of the 0 York, who it is said ild get to- | free to admit that in my judgment there would have been a cen 
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ere 18 nv doubt about 

there kep great many men who 

i rhe greenbacks fror roiling 

he Treasur vecause they wanted the 

had been for many years a specu 

if ne a I body t eves we 

. t s l ( ( take is e the 

Wwe a sOIn¢ years nee reopme aid £o vo the I're isul 

eal h an halt of 2 tl first ! nth I next 

took near i L1Or 4 tl ext nth near a mill- 

‘ ‘ began gradually to drop nd it was apparent 

Zt! ey 3 ho sper ition in it and none could be ad and 

ere Was an opport ty for the Secretary of the Treasury to 

duced the money 1 ri is autho ad to hold, but instead 

¢ that he increased it. As the demand made on the Treasury 

cold in exchange tor paper 1 ey fell off, he reaset supply 

cold, 

in é yoody give a eas lo! hat In the ten months of 

~~) preceding the Ist day of November, there was onli 





presented, and in the twenty-two months tolowl 





re was less than $12,000,000, as I stated before. 
ot two years, W ith no indication that there is to be any 
vement like a speculation in gold, the thing being impossible, we 
told that we must keep piled up $140,000,000 of gold always, for- 
ver, until we see fit to retire the greenback money. Why, Mr. Presi- 
lent, it is a proper thing, I admit, to keep some money in the Treas- 
ry for this purpose. I think that every prudent bank should keep 
some money on hand and every prudent bank in this country, even 
iring the excitement when gold was up, attempted to keep some 
gold. They did it I know in some of the Western banks even at the 
gh price of gold; they kept more or less, and as gold fell they kept 
ore ; and the Government ought to keep some gold and ought always 
o have some, butis it necessary to have $140,000,000 ? 
Mr. PADDOCK. Ishould like to ask the Senator a question. 
Mr. TELLER. I will answer if I can; I do not know that I can. 
[am not a financier. 
Mr. PADDOCK. Isupposed the Senator was, from the arguments I 
save heard him make here to-day. Suppose that the national banks 
ere required to redeem their notes over their own counters in cold as 


ey might be presented, what percentage of gold does the Senator 


ink the banks ought to have in their vaults to keep themselves 

rotected ? 

Mr. TELLER. Iam nota banker. It has not been my business in 
andle money. I donot pretend to know very much about the 

ractical details of banking, but I know that no bank in the country 

er kept 40 per cent.,when banks were worth having, and that 


perience 








uuld be considered, according to my judgment and my limited ex- 
erience as connected with banks, an extremely stupid thing for 


~ to do. 
Mr. PADDOCK. I think if the Senator will investigate he will 
ertain that all human experience in banking has demonstrated 
it between 30 and 40 per cent. of specie is an absolute necessity. 
Mr. TELLER. Neveratany time. Under the old banking system 
ere was no law that required them to keep more than 20 per cen 
faras I know. As was said by the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. 





LUMB,] we require the national banks to keep the enormous sum of 
per cent. in the Treasury of the United States to redeem their cir- 
ition, and that is ample, and that accomplishes the purpose. 


Why do the people not go up to the Treasury to get gold? Because 
; 344 








do not want it; because they will not have I hold before 

e the report of the Secretary, i v ch | shows that 57 per cent 
da fraction of all the money received at our ports of enti 3 re 
ed in gold. Why? Because the people who had greenbacks 
ld not pay the greenbacks out. Eleven per cent. of the amount 
eived vas ived in greenbacks, and 31 per cent. was received 
er certificates. It isa fact pretty well understood that men 
found in this countr hange gold for 
certificates. Why? Because these Treasury certificates could 

ss more readily from hand to hi talk 
much as they please about the you 
ne to har dle gold it is Just as iol 
in your pocket and you can eets of 
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e! certificate, They hay >] een W I to ft | 

m a railroad company in payment of their debts rather tha O 
ike gold. 
I repeat again that inmy judgment nd I do eve that any- 
ay can give a good reason why we should do more) =10,000,000 

ple. If you have got $10,000,000 and the people me with 
10,000,000 of greenbacks and they cann rorecate f ur 
Mr. BLAIR. As the Senator is talking to me pretty I 
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tely offer 4 and 44 per cent. bonds, snd they would be 
dup as quickly as possible for the bankers to make their che¢ ks 
eingold. Therefore, it is practically impossible to makea raid 
1e public Treasury. Now I will hear the Senator, if he has g 


he wants to ask, provided tis one that l can 


Mr. BLAIR. It has occurred to me that this discussion as to the 
amount of gold reserve, which has been going on for a long time. is 
treated with reference to resumption alone. I should lik isk the 
Senator if he does not believe the fact that this large amount of gold 
in the Treasury on deposit is a very significant and eflicient factor 
in connection with refunding purposes themselves? I would ask the 
Senator if he believes that if there were only $10,C00,000 of i 
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Mr. EDMUND s paired with the Senator fr North Carolina, Mr. PLU 
Mr. RANSOM It ul y colleague were present, he would vote yea.” | divided 

Mr. LOGAN I am paired on the votes upon this bill with the Sen The PRESIDING OFFICER. In what wv does 1 Q. 
tor from North Carolina,[ Mr. VaNnct I do not know how he would : 
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ansas sugvest a divisior ff tha, aat 


a EN WRB EET 
J 


































































ote on this particular amendment, but Iehall 1 te on int| Mr. PLUMB. I suggest that the vote be first taken on « 
f the } r out that part o1 the section dow to the word ‘ provided 
rhe result was announc: ‘ i l f ‘ The PRESIDING OF] ‘ICER The Chair inclines to the 
t it th juest I y be divided if the senator demand 
Mr Is ( ld e® fia \ ep 
{ 
. : ; Pai tealets out t 1t part of the s tion 
a k ’ The PRESIDING OFFICER I here b bie 
Bayard | | rs the « stion on str or the first part « , 
an ( i ! I sO, e ] l’o this the Chair hears 
i Y { PH RSON W lLno some mie ber ot tl Cor 
slain t whole tenor d etiect of th m iment strik 
i sectio ] na ] ims mnfess hat 1} 0 } 
] M exam cr l s Isl like to do 
; Mr. BECK I hope the request of the I r from N 
Davi ( l th by some other member of cor 
by! othe Iv explain wi It nk it « gh ) 1A « 
ABSENT | out I suppose some gentlemen can tell why it ought to ly 
Ba J \ ’ H r i Mr. BAYARD There is an amendment proposed by t Q, 
I Daw Shar | Committee on Finance that had better be read in connect 
a a td | the amendment striking out section 5 of the bill as it pags 
+h | House s the section came from the House it provides that aft, 

ul r I I \ i Ist da of Ma next the bonds authorized by this act. 3 ne 

rpent Hill of Colora P Wit | bonds, so described by the House, shall be the only bonds re 

. . e : |} as security for national-bank circulation. It therefore pro; 

So the amendme ‘ reed t | te a compulsory market for the bonds authorized by this ; 

Che next amendment of the Co ee on l nce Was s 0n | provides that the national <8 or any persons hereafter prot Ys 
1, line I » after the words “ bonds or,” to strike out “ cert ites ” and to invest capital under t the national-bank asso ations sha) 
nsert “ Treasury notes be obliged to deposit the bonds authorized by this act, and none, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER The amendment is agreed to if there | be received. That is the question presented to the Se 
¢ no objection | ts determinatior 

Mr. TELLER I object t Mr. WILLIAMS. Let me ask the Senator, does that « 

The PRESIDING OF FIC ER. Phe quest s on the adopt Ol mien Se Sees circulation now existing, or only to s 5 
the amendment reported by the committe all hereafter be started or increase their circulation 

Mr. TELLER I move to amend the amendment of the committee | — BAY ARD. It would depend upon how much of 
y inserting, after the word “ notes,’ words ‘“‘ authorized by this | bearin or terest over 4 per cent. the banks now have denosit 
ct.” Otherwise this redeeming and cancelling will apply to all Treas- | cireulatic The bonds belonging to the banks whicl 
iry note I] suppose the object is to apply it to this class of Treasury | pledged for circulation over 44 per cent. will be paid of 
otes, | oper ition of this law Chen there is but one alt ernat 

Mr. ALLISON There are no Treasurys Tes ¢ pt thes them, either to wind up or to take the bonds provided f 

Mr. TELLER That is a mistake greenbacks a called act None others will do; they cannot bank on four percents 
[reasury notes in the statutes of those to be authorized under this funding bill 

Mr. ALLISON. Not at all | Mr. BECK. What is the Senator’s statement 

Mr. BAYARD. No, they are term: ted States notes Mr. BAYARD. I say all bonds that the banks have w] 

Mr. TELLER. They are called “Treasury notes,” I thint deemable at the option of the United States must be repla 

Mr. ALLISON. Nowhere in the statutes, I think per cent. bonds, or the banks must stop their operations 

Mr. TELLER I can show the Senato those bonds which are redeemable under the law by 0} 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Why object to the amendment of t ser the United States are to be funded into three percents. If Senat 
itor from Colorado? It will do no harn will turn to page 6 of the bill, and to section 6, they will f 

The PRESIDING OFFICER Che question is on the amendment the bonds eee by the tirst section of this act shall be r 
ithe sed by the Senator from Colorado to the amendment of the com- | ble as security for the circulation issued to the national bai 
mitt then a aeaeaal another provision, that hereafter only bende and ot 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed t interest-bearing securities of the United States shall be rec 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed t security under section 5153 of the Revised Statutes. That provis 

he next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, in section | js an amendment proposed by the Finance Committee 
1, line 13, after the words * bond and,” to strike out “certificates” | I think the Senate had better consider the whole action of the 
and insert “ Treasury notes | mittee together We did not agree that the 3 per cent. bonds s 

Mr. TELLER Chat should be amended in the same way [ move | be the only bonds of the United States receivable as security { 
to inse 1 alter t ra ** notes ” the words “ authorized by this act.” | circulation issued to national banks, but we agreed that they mig 

Mr. LUI SON I suggest to my friend from Colorado that that is | he receivable just as others are, as the 1 percents. undor the banking 
who Ee cessal I guage is, * Treasury notes so pur- |] act. It was not considered by the committee a good feature that t 
chased.’ | bank ld be compelled to buy bonds of this loan any more that 

Mr. TELLER. Perhaps it is ecessal this case. I withdraw | any class, but that the stockholders of the banks sh 
the amendme: ° treated just the same as the rest of their fellow-citizens all o 

The PRESIDING O] ICER The amendment to the amendment county: Besides the compulsory feature, in the vy view ¢ f theeco 
is withdraw! and the questo 3 on agreeing to the amendment tee lid notin fact add to the stre sngth of the bonds. but on the 
reported by t] ® committe aoe it rather suggested a weakness. The bill as propose: 

J he amendment was agreed 1 amended by the committee enables these bonds to be receivab! 

rhe next amendment of the Committee on Fina was t trike | as any other bonds, as a deposit for the currency to be issued 
out section 5 of the | t io \ y words | ratio of 90 to 100 per cent TI 18 pre ovision further in regard tose 

From and after the M i881, the 3 per cent. bonds authorized by | 5153 is that whereas the banks which are now designated a 
; a a eee oe ; ee ae rit a | tories for public money can deposit as « rllateral security 
the pu money deposited ‘ en any ; ‘ Ol i‘ posite moneys temporaruy ieit wit ht ine m as agents of the Govern! aK nt 
or the purposes aforesaid s) gnated for purchase or redempti m by the | 8ec uritie s thar l bonds of the United States, we now propose, h WOVe 
Secretary of the Treasury, the b z ‘ positing t a . | that where they do receive erennaaet moneys they shall dey 
; zht to ao ae UaROE SSSUCS OF f United States eu curity none but interest-bearing securities of the | 

pe i d sua t ia 4 4 a 1 . + — 1 ? 6 
be continued on deposit as security f ine an ne thn ao of the e two sections which are re enacted DY the House p 
public money ; and in case bonds so deposited s ot be withdraw1 ! ded I »9 and 5160 Those sections provided, under t 
by law, w n thirty days after interest i i n,t banking associa trona ban] act 
lion depositing the san shall be ibject to the i ties and pr ceedings on tl 
— of the Comptroller pre i ct 5234 of t Revised Statu f the s 5159. Every association, after having complied with tl I 3 

nited States: A } That section 4 of the actof June 20 eI title, preliminary to the commencement of the banking bus s, a 
titled ‘An act fixing the amount of United States notes, providing for a redistri- | shall be authorized to commence banking business under this title, s! a 
bution of the nationa u cy, and for other purposes,”’ be, and the sameis | and deliver to the Treasurer of the United States any United States regist 








hereby, repealed ‘ ) and 5160 of the Revised Statutes of the United | bonds, bearing interest, to an amount not less than $30,000 and not less t! 
States be, and the same are hereby, re-enacted third of the capital stock paid in Such bonds shall be received by th Ere zs 
4 a ’ T . 8 D ll safe] wt iz s office. until they shall be ot 
» PRESIDING O C 5 onestior eee ee ee upon deposit, and shall be by him safely kept in his office, unti 
The I RE Il I} FF I E R The que 10n 18 OL agreeing O LOIS | wise disposed of, in pursus ance of the provisions of this title 


amendment of the committee | Sec. 5160. T 


vl he de posits of bonds made by.each association shall«be inc 





4s its capital may be paid up or increased, so that every association shall at all 
¢imes have on deposit with the Treasurer registe red United States bonds to the 
mount of at least one-third of its capital stock actually paid in 

The act of 1874 which was designed for the purpose of allowing the 
currency issued under the national-banking system to be retired at 
any time and the bonds taken up, repealed the two sections which I 
have just read,so that a bank desiring to return its currency to the 
Treasury could take back the whole of its bonds, and if it could not 
ret its own circulating notes into its possession it vould take United 
States notes for the full amount, and by depositing them be exon- 
erated from any liability for the outstanding notes of the bank. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I will read section 4 of the act of June 20, 1374: 
t any association organized under this act, or any of the acts of which tl 

nendment, desiring to withdraw its circulating notes, in whole or in part 
upon the deposit of lawful money with the Treasurer of the United States in 
3 of not less than $9,000, take up the bonds which said association has on deposit 

th the Treasurer for the security of such circulating notes, which bonds shall be 
issigned to the bank in the manner specified in the nineteenth section of the na- 


al-bank act; and the outstandin 1 


notes of said association, to an amount equal 
to the legal-tender notes deposited ll be redeemed at the Treasury of the United 
ites and destroyed as now provi l 


1 
ided by law: Provided, That the amount of the 
mds on deposit tor circulation sha 


not be reduced below $50,000. 

Mr. BAYARD. But it did not provide as to one-third of the capi- 
tal. It changed it in that respect. That wasthe change. The later 
law provided for facility of the return of circulation by a bank and 
the release of its bonds. It is not necessary for me to state the his- 
tory of the action. The House bill proposes to re-enact the two sec- 
tions, which provided for the permanent retention of the bonds to 
the amount of one-third of a bank’s capital with the Treasurer of 
the United States. The unexpected and unexampled premium upon 
the bonds of the United States created such an inducement to certain 
banks that they returned their currency, in order to take up their 
bonds and avail themselves of the extraordinary premium which was 
obtainable in the market, and in that way, not waiting to get their 
own currency, they took United States notes dollar for dollar and 
deposited the full amount, and upon that being deposited they re- 
ceived their bonds and sold their bonds and got the premium on 
them; but they did not continue the deposit of one-third of the 
amount of their capital in bonds because they had been released 
from that by the enactment of the law of 1874 which substituted the 
arbitrary sum of $50,000 in lieu of one-third of their capital, however 
much that capital might be. 

The Finance Committee considered that we were facilitating this 
mode much more, and not interfering with the business of thecountry, 
by providing simply that the bonds authorized by this act should be- 
come at the will of the owners of any bank the basis for banking cir- 
culation, and that there was no necessity for the re-enactment of the 
two sections which I have read providing for the deposit of one-third 
of the capital stock, but there was sufficient protection under the law 
of 1874 to keep $50,000, in lieu of one-third of the capital, in bonds. 
That is the difference, and now it becomes a question as to whether 
your committee or the House is right inthis respect. We considered 
that it was not necessary to re-enact these laws that had been repealed. 
We considered that the present provisions of law were sufticient to 
give ample security for the currency, which either had to have bonds 
pledged for it in the hands of the Treasury, or an equal amount, dol- 
lar for dollar, of United States notes placed in its hands. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Let me ask the Senator a question, and I be- 
lieve, if I understand it, it will be plain toeverybody. The answer of 
the honorable Senator to my interrogatory, if I understand him aright, 
is that under the bill as it passed the House bank circulation is se- 
cured by 5and 6 percent. bonds, which we now propose to refund 

Mr. BAYARD. That isas a matter of fact under existing law. 

Mr. MCcPHERSON. We propose to refund the 5 and 6 per cent. 
bonds which to-day are security for banking circulation. Will the 
honorable Senator tell me what proportion of the banking capital of 
the country is secured by the 5 and 6 per cent. bonds? 

Mr. BECK. Two hundred andtwelve million dollars. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The $212,000,000 circulation under the bill as 
it passed the House would require to be secured by the bonds we now 
propose to issue, the 3 per cent. bonds we have agreed upon, and we 
should force the banks to accept them. They have not the power 
to elect to purchase 4 per cent. or 4} percent. bonds and pay the pre- 
mium now demanded in the market and use those bonds as a basis 
for banking. In other words, it is only another way of forcing the 
bahks to make a market for the bonds we propose to issue. Is not 
that it? 

Mr. BAYARD. That is precisely it. I used the word “ 
sory.” , 

Mr. McPHERSON. But in the committee’s amendment—to wit, 
the sixth section of the bill—vyou propose to make these bonds receiv- 
able for bank circulation, but vou have no compulsory clause. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is just it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. AsI understand, there i 


it 
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3 no compulsion in this 
proposed law, and I think it is eminently proper that the Govern- 
ment which pays to these banks the interest upon their capital should 
provide that when they come to the Treasury for the purpose of de- 
positing their bonds to secure circulation, and it is the interest of the 
Government and the duty of the Government and of the people to 
require that they should deposit that security upon which the Treas- 
ury will have to pay the least amount of interest. These banking 
associations are receiving from the Treasury interest upon their cap- 
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ital. They have been very highly favored ; they have been drawing 
from the Government a large amount of interest upon their « apital, 
90 per cent. of which they have had returned to them it 
circulation. They have drawn at least $300,000,000 since 1864 and 
1365 from the public Treasury upon their capital ; and, as Isaid. when 
they hold as security for their bank circulation bonds that we pro 
pose to take up, it is no hardship upon these banks to say to them 
‘‘*hereafter when you replace these bonds which you have 1 
render, you shall replace them with bonds upon which the Govern 
ment will have the least amount of interest to pay In mv 
it is our duty to say to them that the people of this country shall 
longer pay any large amount of interest upon the capitalofthe ban] 
ofthe country. They have received ample protection from Congress 
They have been making money, and have made large amount 
money in every section of this country. Take up the list of bank 

stocks ; there is scarcely a single national bank that has been in ex 

istence for ten years the capital stock of which has not advanced 50 
per cent., and in many instances 100 per cent. 

When I am called upon to vote what class of bonds the people of 
this country shall hereafter pay interest upon, held by these banks 
I feel at liberty to say—nay, I feel bound to say—that they shall 
deposit that class of the public securities upon which the people of 
the country will have the least amount of interest to pay. 

The fact is, that I have always thought, and I believe now, that the 
franchise granted to the banks isa full equivalent for the interest 
upon the capital which they deposit to secure their circulation. I 
believe we have been paying them a gratuity that they ought not to 
have received, for when the Government gave to them the valuable 
franchise of banking it was a full equivalent for the interest upor 
the bonds which they deposited with the Government to secure their 
circulation. 

It used to be the habit when the old State banks had their notes i 
circulation, that they went to the Legislatures of the States and act 
ually offered a bonus for acharter. We have been paying to these 
national banks and have paid to them in the last ten or fifteen years 
out of the public Treasury a bonus of §300,000,000 to furnish a part 
of the circulation of this country. I have no prejudice against the 
banks; I would not disturb any of their vested rights; but when 
the time arrives when they have got to replace the bonds to secure 
their circulation by a new issue of bonds, then I, as one of the rep 
resentatives of the people, demand that they shall deposit that class 
of public securities upon which the people of this country have the 
least amount of interest to pay. It is not doing anythin 
the banks, because the interest they receive upon their ¢ 


i the form of 


unjust to 


‘ 
rita is 


2 IS 


gratuity, and they have received from the Government a fran his 
that is worth all the interest upon their capital. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Mr. President, as I understand this fifth sectior 
it simply dictates to the banks that are hereafter to be incorporated 
under the laws of the United States what securities they shall deposit 
with the General Government for their bank issues which are givet 
out by the General Government. Has it come to this, that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has no power to say to these banking 
institutions what securities they shall deposit? What wrong is done 
to the banks that are hereafter to be incorporated for Congress to say, 
you shall deposit, for the bank issues that we are hereafter to give you 
acertain class of securities? Whoisinjured? Is anybody injured 

Mr. President, this is the great lever power in this country. We 
have been told upon this floor that the national banks will co-ope1 


ate to make this law that we are seeking to pass, ineffectual, to let it 


fall still-born ; butif you keep the fifth section in the bill your bonds 


will be sold and floated. Wg have that right, we have that power; 
} 





and I must express my surprise that any gentleman on this tloor 
shonld deny the right, should deny the power, and should deny t 
justice of the exercise of that right and that power, to say what 
securities these national banks shall deposit for their issue 


For that reason, 1 am in favor of retaining the fifth sectio 
it came from the House. It is in favor of the people. 
Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I am not much wedded to t 


sory clause of the fifth section, and yet I am not disposed to 1 
the good tl tis in the fifth ction because of it. li 
feature, if it is called a compulsory loan, because by t f 1-64 


section 21, I lind that Congress made this provision 


ym t transfer and delivery of bonds to the Tr | in 
r section, the association making the sam«¢ ( I é 
ptroller of the Currency circulating notes of I t tion 
egistered and countersigned as hereinafter pro ‘ 
t. of the current market value of t! { ‘ mt 4 LOndS 80 trans 
a ered, but not exceeding 90 per cent. of t vant of said bonds 
lue thereof, if bearing interest at a rate not ) than 5 per cent 
o time shall the total amount of I it 
exceed the amount at such tir 1 } in OF 1s Cay 
That wv construed up to the very latest as meaning that! ) 
bearing less than 5 per cent. could be deposited for-circulat re 
quiring bonds of that character to held as security for cil it 
and nothing bearing a less rate 
Mr. MCPHERSON. Was there an issue of any other bor it that 
time ? 
Mr. BECK. There was no other issue of bonds until 1870, and it 


limited the right to bonds of that character. What I meant to say 
was that it is no new thing that we should say what character of in- 


} ; 


terest-bearing bonds shall be deposited by the national banks as 
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ti L ow ti as { tor circulatio! 
2 replaced with the three percents alone if this coercive 
inains in the bil by retaining this section you fac the cont 
of forcing the retirement of $211,000,000 of your banking « 1} 
which may become very grave matter for business men. I 
Senators to the statement of the Comptroller of the Curren 
i his interview with the inane Co nmittee. There are $211,' 
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i i y the ( itic ) is co } 
ate } d State t } redeé¢ ¢ their otes at its « : 
it of t ‘ 1 gr « 1 ) 
¢ I 
That system the Treasurer of t { ted States very prop 
3vicious; itis unjust to the United States, and the provisions , 
hich are contained in the sections to which I have just ref 
ought to be restored, so that when el seek to retir 
culation they shall themselves bring in their own circulati | 
mav b 1 slow t a ae Process ; but, perhaps, lh some cont 
vencies it may be very ll to have it a little slow and tediou 


mn, the banks in the United State 





3, 1F they 








night could draw in all their circulation, 
it themselves, and no man could prevent tl 
up their own notes all over the country 
b ditferent operation; and why should they not do i 
tl nstead of requiring the United States to do it 1 
the Senate will find it difficult to see any reaso 
] The len could see no reason tor 10; * and, hile the comn tte 


gard to it, I cine the Senate w 
I trust will be retained 
Mr. Gilfillan before 


agree with me in my view 
These provisions of the fift 
ators will read the ahem 
mittee, I think they will I admit that Mi 
fered with him, but I would a good deal rather take the opi: 
the Treasurer of the United States than that of the Comptr 
} point, because the latter natural] 


Y ‘ +o} 
corporations whose representative he necessarily is, 


in re 
. section 
made by 


be convinced. 


sncy Oo such a 











t er, looking solely to the Treasury, to the accounts 
proper adjustment, to the fair managemé vy lag ane the w 
lreasury Department, without having any bias or part 
ny corporation an advantage, I think is the fair man to fo 
| can see no harm in requiring the banks to do what thi 
ion requires ‘ to do I can see very serious evils if 
a , as the Treasurer shows they have don 
d ‘a profitable time for gambling comes; a1 
( l ot 
provisio1 1 be retained, for the reas 
] y not want to take tin 
» lLagreed with my brethren of the comn 
{ change ¢ e fifth section of the House bill. I didn 
t policy of coercion of th itional banks, which I tl 
practically embodied They have never been favorites of n 
re not now; the reverse of this is true; but this is a funding 
this section properly has no place in it; if does not legit 
lo g to the subject embraced in this bill, and T will be charg 
tis placed here simply for the purpose of forcing the natior a 
nto the adoption of this class of securities as the only one to 
ized for their purposes. My view about it is that pecunial 


tage and freedom of action by capital would be i 





apparent coercion. These organizations ar 
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ations now recognized by law in this « S 
them as such and remember that almost the 
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ae ny os ine 
ent 3 tor these 5 per ce bonds. | rm and a safe currency, and let t shar ders tak: ‘ 
si] the present condition of the m who manage their busi 3 are es 1 
t] ss ilts tl may f rv business is to protect the bill-1 1 le : ‘ 
the Government pays the 5 and 6 per | the capital and control the organization care for those wv lc 
the other 5 , Men who make deposits of their money w anfe 
Iro! ] certain] derstands p L« business ma 1reme l pat 
é r the o1 ie thelr 
at hdray r curr rhe | his ea of security, by the deposit of ‘ ! ‘ ds 
ty W rise on that questio1 [ refer | for the protection of the depositors, is simply pater 
ew of the Finance Ci mittee withthe | ment. If we secure the note-holder we are doing Ll that t to 
Comptroller of the Currency. | be required of us. Let us lop off the excrescences of this syst 
3 s s was asked them | we can confine our supervision to circulation and securit eref 
ve to cont! the currency | and allow the business of the bank, so far as deposits are , rned 
i { { laKe the deposits and own the cay 
st as SOO ve can ¢ ; are men in whom 1 
I é on the: Let them see that the sine 
‘ db r merchant’s business oug 
‘ves opel and then there will 
to the other provis f this se ( sec ich the Senator from Kent 
June 20, 1274, is to b epealed b he House 1 ent 
)and 5160 of the Re sed Statutes to be re-enact Ki Senator from Pennsylvania is 
proposition ? Let ussee. The Comptroller of the Currency says of it: | very much afraid of paternal government, and yet a thousand ot 
' tn the hat eof this act of 1874. a national bank desiring to reduceits | these banks are under such government now. By the provisions of 
ly red to pa pret for wn notes nd the n for d the act of ] vhich is now ced, a certain number 
on vetore ould ich reduc and, if sectio 159 and 5160, | of bonds ept 1 the sasury by the smaller 
nla rer ~ sah aaa dc “ — ong should conten es | COMME: il surpervision over the smaller banks 
g ment ur ure ( t i t ich capital un now, s retained in this bill; andthe Senator is complaining 
trictions t t is a legall that I seek to put it over the large ones. It is only the large ones 
ganized bank who are allowed to gamble. Thesmall ones have to keep their bonds 
Now, what 1s the difference in principle—not in effect, but the dif- | in the Treasury, and the restoration of these two sections would not 
ference in principle between the statements of the Treasurer of the | affect them at all. They have each to keep up the $50,000 any way. 


¥} 


United States and the Comptroller of the Currency—between the | As many of them have a capital of only $100,000, and some of them 


position of the Senator from Kentucky and that of the committee on | not over $50,000, the paternal supervision is rather over the small 





this question? His doctrine is that of paternal government, that | ones, while all the large ones are released, and they are allowed to 
the Federal Government are to care for all the depositors of every camble as they please. Chat is the di ictior 
’ : g 


t ui . 
bank in this country; that we are to see that their deposits are Mr. EATON. How large was the capital of that New York bat 
I 


their agents, the directors, well managed. I | spoken of 
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ecure andthe businesso 




















vant co in the other direction; to let every business interest man Mr. BECK. Fo ul 
re j ind si ind only to see that the circulation of the notes Mr. EATON. D 
s secured so tl note-holder is protected. That is quite enough Mr. BECK. i { banks in the 
1 3 to take care of. ; yasis that West and throug é eed $100,000 
he legal profession, or r merchan- | usually. 
disivg, or insurance, or ¢ stands upon | Mr. EATON It is larger than $100,000, I know, but I supposed it 
vidual good management, and to let the men who elect the | was an immense thing from what has been said. 
rectors of the bank, who are the share ders of the bank, see | Mr. BECK. It was an immer thing for a bank with $450,000 capi- 
ts businesss is well conducted and well ma ued. | tal to have $880,000 of « reulation out 
If I understand the doctrines of the politi EATON. Ido not think it ever had that mucl 
elong, we are not for paternity in government, bu or ir. BECK he Treasurer of t { ed States | had, 
dual control. So far as this system of ¢ his of Ire t lt ( ' le Cur said 
r duty to protect the not holder to rad. 
ul is The protectior of the EATON M upress J ( 4 ‘ I d when 


t question, and he must look to the 
































have nothing to do with him. So of Ne York had no such circulatio 
ranization has regard to its deposits, I b BECK Then the Comptroller of the Curre1 und Ire 
stand upon their own basis of good ¢ ‘ f the | L States and all the official itement © Tals 
nent ol the United states should only eare tor the safety Ol the | Nobody has mit adi bed th n int Tne Senato irom Co ec l 
on, the security of the note-holder, and the uniformity of the | thought it was his duty to do so. We had it officially from b 
tes hese are the two great features of the nation: | em. | dir heir statements in the r of the Sena 
em to which I yield my support. The protection of t No nother thing. Weh required 16 State banks to 
) me, is an entirely ré question, and star | out of existence; ive taxed ther f ex nee I 
und, entirely on the confidence ot the depositor in the business | tor from Pennsylvania does not pro to restore them. I 
ywement of the ban! and we ha le itio em pp ( 
I two sections which are proposed to be reste i provid Lol men can 1 dep : ed ‘ el ba 
re deposit of bonds for thx protection ol the dep sitors, We ar | existence . y have r t ] . l ‘ 1 
» care for the stockholders; we are to take care of their interests | throw safe irds around tl ’ Ido t t k t ‘ 
see that they elect men to manage their business providently l the a ‘tion. but I thin! 3a otect 
1, to have our agents and « I ers paid to travel the country | Mr. McDONALD. The more I examine the p ions « 
) that everything connected with the bank is properly managed | section of 3s bill the more Ia satisfied tha 
ind conducted as the Federal Government thinks is right. I do not | the Senator from kK t ky | quite clearly dem { 
einthat theory. Iwould pru this out of the Lif I could. | prie of 1 r ions 5159 and 5160 ht 
On the contrary, I think this organization ought to be held simply | As tot part of sectio vhich es to 
reuliation and security there , and thus be brought down to th prov 1 for this | , ldo yt rst 
west, narrowest li ts possible. dur aim, I believe, sh« be sim | unfair « ible burde t 
y to require security for the pay lation that neople have | exact e term of s or from ] 
» take and what necessarily. flows fr 3. Does the act of 1874] an a t to ** coer he al i 
do that? Unquestionably it does. No k can take up any of its } t] 
reniating notes without de Ss] the Treasui ecal-tend MT 
\ in their room, and thus tl y is fixed b questi 8 f t shall be the ¢ 
lor every piece of paper that su by the Governmen as b nk } nat 4 : uation or as security for t I 
pape =" posited 1 
a ase of the Bank of Miss i | of the First National That provides for two classes of ‘ irity of t 
B < of New York are exceptional cases, uch the stockholde1 tion and the security of the mot t \ ted States 1 
st od i lly by, supposir g that their agents, the men whom they elected | with these banks as Governm depositories. I suppose ne Will 
to take care of their money and manage the bank, were doing right | question the right of the Government to prescribe ut kind of 
ry the , while they were either neglect ng their } usiness or cheating its depositaries ; and if it se« roper to 
all the time. Are we to protect t ownel } and ‘ 1 bonds, there is oth 
e depositors also? Are we to make | ng ; the tutions need notr © tHe Lrovel : 
Government shall protect? That is n I hich they are required to gi yt 
would reverse that rule if I could. The only th nt | rtainly will not re 6 them if itis no 
ught to have to do with the national banks is to secure the people | benefic yut Lapprehend rec pay 








tn ae eR 

















{74S CONGRESSIONAL 





RECORD—SEN ATE. 


out the Government revennes as depositories of the Govern nt 
holding them frequently for months, using them as a part of thei rdis- 
« nting capita thers ill be no dif liculty SEE bank- 
ing institutions in this country that would | y willing to put up 


3s class of securities for such a pris ilege 


fr. WALLACE. Does the Senator k: that the law now is that 


rities for dleyp sits of he Government money may be in other 
d of securities than bon mortgages for instance 

r. MCDONALD I understand that I sa we have a perfect 
rht to change the nature of that security and make it better if we 


ink proper. 
Mr. BAYARD. Sect ropose y the conumittee does that very 


Mr. McDONALD. Yes, sir; the Committee on Finance have re- 


tained in a subsequent part of this bill the very nares ig 
that requirement \s to requiring bonds hereafter to be deposited 
as security for bank capital to be of this issue, I see no hardship in 
that whateve! We at present require that bonds of the United 
States shall be the only securities received for bank circulation, we 
discriminate in tavor of Government bonds. Now, may we not se- 





ect of t class of Government bonds that shall be 


w he we are putting forth the bonds provided tor i 
we not a right to call in to the aid of the Governme 
f these banks for the purpose of placing them 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask, for information, 


what principle can the Government of the United States, in 





posing of its bonds, by law declare that any individual ll pur 
chase those bons bank being a corporation on the same footing as 


individual 
Mr. McDONALD. If it was nothing more than an individual, per- 
ips the Senator’s question would be more difficult to answer. 


t 
Mr. LOGAN. I will use the word “ person” and say “ corporation 
} ‘ 1 1 


or person.” Upon what principle has the Government a right to 1 

quire of any person that he shall be the purchaser of its indebtec 
Mr. MCDONALD. I shall answer that question in the course of the | 

few remarks which I propose to submit, not cate rorically I 





haps not to the satisfaction of the Senator from Lllinois 
vn satisiaction. 
Mr. President, these banking institutions are not mere private cor- 
rations. If they were that, I should deny the power of this Gov- 
ernment to grant charters to them. They are, so far as their connec- 
tion with the Government is concerned, its fiscal agents. When the 





utionality of the Bank of the United States was under con- 
ion in the case of McCulloch The State of Maryland, the 
decision of the Supreme Court sustaining its constitutionality rested 

pon the sole madd th: at it was create las a fiscal agent of the Gov- 
ernment. It was not claimed in that decision that Congress pos- 
sessed the power to create private corporations, moneyed corpora- 
tions, for the me t 


e transaction of private business; but it was in 
connection with the Government in its fiscal operations, in the man- 


‘ 
t 
‘ 


agement of its monetary affairs, that it was held to be a proper in- 
strumentality, decided to be so by the Congress that poled . onl 
sustained by the Supreme Court upon that ground, and upon that 
ground alone. And when the banking law was penned, authorizi 
the present banking associations to be organized, it was with a view 
of creating fiscal agents to aid the Government in its moneyed opera- 
tions, mainly for the purpose of creating a market for Government 


bonds, reserving in the act the right of alteration or repeal. 








These banking institutions to-day are acting as the fiscal agents of 
the Government in receiving public moneys and in disbursing 
then So far,it is beneficial to them, because it strengthens their 
credit, it furnishes them with means to carry on their business from 
time to time. The Government deposit in the vaults of banks is not 
dead capital there, but it is used for the private benefit and advan- 
tage of thos who are terested in the banking association, who are 


its stock he its shareholders. It is very willing to act as the 
Government agent in matters of that sort; but when called upon to 
aid and assist the Government in placing its securities, then it insists 
upon making a profit, then it retires into its place of “ private bank- 
r institution. 
Wha 
with its fiscal affairs than to properly handle and place its securities? 
And here are over two thousand banking institutions holding their 


ch shore eines because the Government had a right to create fisca 


t more important terest has the Government in connection 


agents; and it is said to be a coercive measure to ask them to take 
or place one particular class of our securities, which it is important 
for us to place now, as a security for the circulating notes that they 
are authorized to receive and use in their private business. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Is the Senator prepared to express an op 
that a single one of the refunding operations of the Governn 
would have been successful without the hearty co-operation of 
these banks? 

Mr. MCDONALD. Ido not know, sir. I am simply speaking now 
about our right to say that hereafter banking institutions that are 

called upon or desire to deposit bonds as a secu 7 for circulation 
shall deposit a particular class of bonds. That is what ? am talkin 
t 







about now. Those who hold securities at present tha do not fall 
due within the next twelve months are in no manner affected by this, 
and those who do hold such securities will get the full amount that 
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FEBRUAR\ 


is due upon those securitie s by their re demption, but they w 

to replace them, if naw carry on their business of banking with + 

particular class. That is all that is required. ; 
Mr. EATON. Will my friend permit me to ask him will t 

any other securities of the United States which they can em, 





Mr. MCDONALD. Yes, sir 
Mr. EATON. What? 

Mr. MCDONALD. The four percents and four-and-a-hal{ 
Mr. EATON. But they have those after we have redeemed a 
are due—if I may use the word “ due”—all that the Governmen: 
aright to pay in 1881. Suppose my friend and myst lf were t] 

ors of a bank in Indiana of a million dollars’ capital—] 
; it is hardly supposable in our case; but suppose We { 
our friend from Illinois [Mr. DAvis] with us, then we m 
) 


pose we had a million dollars in bonds not due until 1 








; 


Government propose to pay those bonds 
Mr. MCDONALD. No. 
Mr. EATON. Then why undertake to use the word “ comp 








If the bank goes on at all nust go on with the new issue of 
there is no other way. F 

Mr. McDONALD. If they are bound to use the new issue 
as a matter of course they are not coerced. This does not tak 
them the securities they have until they become redeemab| 

Mr. EATON. I understand that perfectly. Then you ar 
up a man of straw and knocking him down ; 

Mr. McDONALD. Not at all 

Mr. ALLISON. May I ask the Senator a question 

Mr. MCDONALD. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLISON. Admitting what the Senator says, that w 
right to make rules and regulations for the government of these 


porations, they being fiscal agents of the Government, should 
those rules be uniform in their operation and character? And 
have we not just as good a right to say that a bank which nov 
1 and 4} per cent. bonds shall after the Ist of May only hold t 
bonds, as = have to say to a bank tha 
‘‘You must hold these three percents 

Mr. McD‘ NALD. Ww e have just as good aright, and the § 

1570 did say to the banking institutions of this country, so far a 
it had the power to say, that they should take the bonds provid 
for in the act of 1870 by a given date, and surrender the bonds t 
then held, dollar for dollar, without expense to the United Stat 
they did not do so they must go into liquidation. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now, then, do we not discriminate in favor 
p rtion of these banks against another portion if we simp 
this to those banks ih aving bonds maturing now ? 

But I want to call the attention of the Senator particular 
phraseology of this bill. I want his construction of the first claus 
to see whether or not this provision applies only to banks who nov 
hold bonds maturing or redeemable and to the banks hereafter orga 
ized, or whether the word ‘ receivable” would not be fairly constru 
by the Treasurer of the United States to mean that after that } 

icular date the bonds provided for in this act, and those bonds « 
shall be used as security for national-bank circulation; and 
then it will be impossible under the provision of this bill to « 
crease the national-bank circulation beyond the amount that 
issued under this law. 

Mr. MCDONALD. The Senator from Iowa has answered his 
question, and shown very clearly by his answer to it that it does1 
and cannot fairly receive the construction he suggests. The } 


; _+ . } y . . 
ion as it came from the House is: 


e 
+ — | } 
b now holds » per ce 





From and after the Ist dav of May, 1821, the 3 per or 

r ‘ on of this act shall be the only bonds re f a 
} circulatior 

As matter of course, it can only apply to bonds tendered 
that time, either for an increase of circulation to banks alr 
thorized, or for the circulation of banking institutions hereafter ct 


ated and formed under the law, for there is but $400,000,000 of bonds 
authorized by this act, and that is less than the amount of bonds 
deposited for the present circulation of national banks, and w 
uire a reduction now. 
Mr. ALLISON. Oh, no. There are only $356,000,000 of bonds! 
‘ld as security for circulation ; or about that. 
Mr. Mc Dt NALD. Then this issue is but little more than the b 
at present on deposit, but they are “receivable,” not those that hav 
been received ; ‘and the subsequent clause shows very clearly that 
that is the meaning of it, because it goes on to say 

But when any such bonds deposit 1 for the purposes aforesaid shall 
ated for purchase or redemption by the S« ecretary of the Treasury, the | 
association depositing the same shall ~ ave right to substitute other issues ‘ 
the bonds of the United States in lieu there of : Provided, That no bond upon ¥ 
interest has ceased shall be accepted or shall be continued on deposit as § 
for circulation or for the safe-keeping of the public money. 





Now, I suppose the Senator from Indiana would not contend 
the Government would receive that as a security for circulatio 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBUR} 
said a few moments ago in debate that it was sufficient for these 
banks to hold these bonds, rece iving no interest on them. 

Mr. McDONALD. The Senator from Iowa quotes the Senato! 
Delaware, but he does not state his:position. 

Mr. BECK. While the Senator from Indiana is being interrupted 
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slow me to askif it isnot the fact that the fours and four-and-a-halfs 
now held by the banks will continue undisturbed by the passage of 
this act , 
Mr. M¢ DONALD. That is my opinion 
Mr. BECK. That is absolutely so. 
a McDONALD. Entirely so,in my opinion. 
'. BECK. Then isnot this the fact, that we have nearly $750,000,000 
0 ir percents, and $250,000,000 of four-and-a-halfs, and if these gen- 
a men see tit to exc hange fives and sixes for fours and four- and- a- 
halfs before the lst day of May, they can hold them to the whole 
extent of their circulation undisturbed bs this act, if they prefer it? 
r. MCDONALD. This simply calls on these banks to perform 
hat, under the circumstances, is not a very onerous duty in connec- 
1 agents of the Government. They were 





tion with their office as fiscal a 
reated, so far as the public is concerned, for that purpose, and not 
for their mere private gain. That is an incident which they enjoy 


inder the franchise the Government has given them for public uses, | 


The franchise was not given them for a private purpose, but for the 

blic benefit, for their aid and assistance as agents of the Govern- 

ment in managing its fiscal affairs; and this is no very great burden 

to them, because these bonds will be worth what they pay for them, 

and will be the equivalent to them of the bonds now outstanding. 

If there should be any difference, as there would undoubtedly be, in 
} 


the price » because the premium would have to be paid upon these 
other bonds, they would have to pay the difference between the value 
of a3 per cent. bond and ad and a 44. So it simply does this, and 


nothing more, it uses them in the very line for which they were cre- 
t as the agents of the Government in etlecti ig this purpose, 
st to us and without detriment to the banks. That is all 
it. It simply cuts off from them the chance of private spec- 
crowing out of the matter of 
that L say the 5 ought not to ex mplain an 
Mr. MCPHERSON. May Iask the Senator a question? He says 





egotiating these bonds, and 





in effect it really amounts to nothing. In that I concur, because it 
ertainly makes but li le difference in effect whethe1 you have a 3 
per cent. bond at par or a 4 per cent. at a premium; but is it not in 
fact under the law compulsion ? 


Mr. MCDONALD. Of course it is. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. If I desire to go into a banking operation in 
the State of Indiana with a capital of $100,000, if I elect to purchase 
bonds bearing 4 per cent. interest, for which I pay to-day at the rate 


113, why should I by any legislation of Congress be prevented from 
using that bond which Congress by its own laws makes? 


Mr. MCDONALD. If the Senator were to dothat in his individual 
right, I say there should be nothing to prevent him. If he was the 
president of a State corporation created by State law, exercising sim- 
| powers as were conferred upon him by State authority, I 
say there would be no such right on the part of the Govern- 
ment; but when he is a member of an agency created by the Gov- 

t for its benefit, as well as for the benefit of those who may 
engaged in the association, I say we have a right to put upon it 
such responsibilities and such burdens, if you please, as are consistent 
with the purposes for which it was created. It is not a mere private 
corporation. If it stood as the gentleman suggests, I would say that 
the charter under which it was acting was void for want of authority 
on the part of Cor nanan to grant it. The Supreme C ourt, in the de- 
cision which has been referred to again and again, would have so 
said in regard to the Bank of the United States if it was created for 


the sole purpose of transacting business as a private banking cor- 





poration, and not as one of the agents of the Government in its fiscal 
atiairs. 

EATON. Mr. Pre sider ,a3 a member of this body I propose 
to do what is just and right t | the business corporations of 
the country. There are a great ny banks in my little State. 
Members of the Senate will reme mber ‘that before the war no State 
in this Union had better banks, more thoroughly organized banks, 
than the State of Connecticut; that her bills were good in New 
Orleans, all through the West, and all over this broad land. 

Now, my friend from Indiana talks about a fiscal agent of the Gov- 
ernment. What did the Government do? It esid to the banks of 
Connecticut, ‘‘ Come in here, or we will destroy you.” It taxed them 
out of existence, unless they would acce pt the provisions of this gen- 
eral banking law, banks n o better to-d: vy than they were then—the old 
Hartford, the Phenix, the Connecticut River, and a half dozen 
others that I might name—banks whose own bills, I undertake to say, 
were better than the bills of the Government are now, because, in 
addition to the heise of the Governn 
value in the bank. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I wish to stute 1 
that the banks of Connecticut were no better than the banks of 
Indiana. Our banks continued to pay specie long after the Govern- 
ment ceased to pay it. 

Mr. EATON. Iam speaking of the institutions of my own State, 
ind not of those of any other State. I have not said that the vy were 
even better in Connecticut than they were in Indiana. They were 
as good then astheyare now. I am undern o obligations to the banks 
in my State; I do not own a dollar of stock in any one of them, and 
never did. They are not managed by men belonging to the same 
political organization to which I belon g;and I rather think if the 
chairmen of the two great national parties of the country were called 





a 


they held money of equal 


ent, t 


» my friend from Connecticut 








did not. 


here and put under oath, you would tind which of them received the 
larger subscription from nearly every bank in my State and which 
Enough to say that Ihave no particular friendship for these 
institutions; but I do not intend that they shall be w ronged or in 
jured by the enactment of any law that I can prevent. They aro 
sound, well-managed, and managed by honorable gentleme1 

And now let me see if the amendment whi 
committee is not all that this Government oug 
fiscal agents. I will take the proposed section 6 


IS proposed by the 


to demand of their 





That the bonds authorized by the first section of this ‘ able as 
security for the circulation issued to the national banks I ereaftet on 
and other rest-bearing securities of the United States shall | ec } 





ler n = ; . 
security under section 5153 of the ] 


Revised Statutes, 


What more do you want My friend from Indiana with great fair 


ness admitted, when I questioned him, that if three or four of us had 
now a banking charter, and if we had the four percents that were not 
payable till 1907, we could not be compelled to change ther Che 


bill, he says, does not compel that. 1 do not know that it does, but 
I have some doubt about it. I have great confidence in my friend as 
a lawyer: but that section, whether it accomplishes it or not, was 


drawn for the very purpose of doing it. I think my friend from Ker 


| tucky [Mr. WILLIAMS] says in his opinion it does, and, therefore, he 
wants it. That is my opinion, and I vote against it. There I differ 
with my honorable friend from Kentucky I say it would be bad 





faith in the Government 


toward these institutions, not that it created 


but that it took by the throat after they were created by the States. 


Now, what else do you want? We say here all banks organized 
hereafter shall take these securities of the United States Chat is 
right; that is just. If we three choose to go into banking hereafté 


we know that we go in upon the 3 per cent. securities of the United 
States. That is just; that is fair. A mere statement of the case, 
seems to me, would s vtisty every member of the Senate. 


Then, as to the idea of my honorable friend from Kentu ky, the 


senior Senator, [Mr. Beck, ] who desires that one-third of the capital 
stock of these institutions shall be placed somewhere for the put 
pose of protecting depositors, what has the Government of the United 


States to do with regard to business in the State of Minnesota be 
tween the people of Minnesota and the shareholders or stockhold 

ers of a alin g institution? Nothing. If they violate any law of 
the land and become criminal, let them be punished. It is the prov 

ince of the United States, having assumed the duty, having taken 
a power out of the hands of the several State governments, now 
to protect the bill-holder; that is all. To that extent I go, and no 
further. The bill-holder will be protected, amply protected. 

The corporation starts with a million dollars capital and it buys 
a million dollars of these 3 per cent. bonds, it takes out $900,000 of 
currency for the purpose of circulation, and so long as the bonds of 
the United States are good the bill-holder is protected, and that is 
the end, in my judgment, of what the Government of the United 
States ought todo. It would be s0, as my friend from South Caro 
lina [Mr. BUTLER] suggests, if the bonds were at 1 per cent.; it would 
be so if they were at no per cent. so long as the credit of the United 
States was good and the Government of the United States paid its 
dues. 

I oppose the House bill and am in favor of the amendment of the 
committee, and hope it will pass. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, it seems manifest that we shall not 
get a vote upon this measure this evening, and I would suggest to the 
Senator from Delaware, who has charge of the bill, that he propose to 
take a vote at a fixed hour to-morrow by general consent. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Delaware is not here. I trust 
the Senator from Rhode Island will wait until he comes in before 
making the proposition. 

Several SENATORS. Let us vote! 

Mr. ALLISON. We can vote on this section now. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I would rather vote than adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. GARLAND in the chair The 
question is on the amendment striking out the fifth section down to 
the word “ prov ided ” in line 1l. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I ask for the yeas and nays on that. 


rhe yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. PLUMB, (when Mr. Bootn’snanie was called.) I amrequested 
to state that the Senator from California, [ Mr. BooTH, ] whose name has 


juss been called, is paired with the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Hoar.] The Senator from California would vote against the 
amendment of the committee. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD, (when Mr. Brown’s name was called.) Upon 
this section Lam paired with the Senator from Georgia, | Mr. BRowN. ] 
If he were present, he would vote against striking out, and I would 
vote to strike out. Iam paired with him on all votes upon this 
section. 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when the name of Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, 
was called.) The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON ] is paired 
with the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. KELLoGG.] If the y were 
here, the Senator from Wisconsin would vote fo the amendment 
reported by the committee and the Senator from Louisiana against it. 

Mr. FERRY. My colleague [Mr. BALDWIN] is paired with the 
Senator from Deiaware, [Mr. SAULSBURY. ] 

Mr. HARRIS. 


I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. BAILEY] 
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1 r ) han we hay 
do not have much faith that can do that with this loan as v 
sta of the Senate ; but still I should like to g 
opportunity to the people of the country generally to take thes 
bonds if they feel in ied to do so Chat is my purpose in introd 

g¢ the amendment It provides for an opportunity to be 
over the countr every State and Territory where there is 
tional bank, for any man who desires to take these securities 


scribe for them, 1 r such regulatio 















h ( » have the amendment offered by tht 
other Senator from lowa [Mr. ALLISON] reported now, as it is of the 
san en ter, so that the Senate iv have both before ther ) 
course they cannot vote on both at onc 
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~ bey l,if pa din stailments t non-payment of any until then, the large blocks of subs riptions, t } us the } kere 
sti ents, and y lL where s | be opened in the pres- | tofore been made, shall be allowed to take up the balance 
oF co oon az = — n ae tn e1 ie tai Now, whe ther the proposition ottered by m colleague—with ym 
t ert ent ( or propos nsible bidders: P ied I do not desire to come in competition any way, and I regret the 
ott ( s furth Phat if the } circumstance that we appear to be placed competition this mat 
of th ds 1 ed shall not be subscribed for | ter—oes afford to any of our people, if there shall be such. s os 
1 ha Secrs I'reas 3 | : ; . : t i ' 
) 1 to ¢ ) - hia ps . iI ove ( r ¢ ntr well S ThHOS¢ ( é P 3. the 
by the 1 ’ Same lac es as a ifforded | OS s ‘ | 
s I ttl lreas ep 0 Congress ora must express very grave a bt be able t eS 
the commence ‘ ot ses I ‘ . : oc I If it does, I ar ent 
SS ane ee vpeenre.| Mr. ALLISON. I only desire tos word \ ‘ 
‘ I ‘ b or ‘J ssued e | two t s I the amendn t otfere 1 
ame | is aright and proper amendment, but I think in pract ot 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment | fully provide for what is intended. It is true it does | it 
of the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. Kirkwoop. | the des gnated depositaries of the United States may tak es b 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. We had better have the yeas and nays on 1 } seript ns, and t! snentany 08 See See eee 30 desig 1 the 
Several SENATORS. Ob, no; we are all for it! | persons to take subscripti: s under this amendment 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. Very we | Mr.COCKRELL. 1 depositaries of the United States i 
[The amendment was agreed to } national banks 
Mr. LOGAN. I desired to otter an amendment in | 16 of section | M ALLISON, buat prov des 2,000 piaces, at ist, 
1. Isuggested to the Senate that I should offer at this time an amend- | bonds can be subscribed for. It seems to me, if we desire to ike 
ment to strike out the provision for issuing $300,000,000 of Treasury | this a popular lo the utmost publicity s d be given as to the 
notes and to strike out “4” and insert “7,” in line 16, so as to pro- | time and place where the subscriptions are to be made, and that is 
vide for issuing $700,000,000 of bonds; but seeing the temper of the | the chit eature in the amendme nt ich I have proposed. I desire 
Senate, and being satistied that they will not agree with me in that | the Secretary of the Treasury shal L be requires to g pub notice 
proposition, the bill having been so radically changed from what I | to all the people of the United States that this loan is to be had, and 
supposed it would be, I shall not propose the amendment. I merely | that then persons can by sealed proposals subscribe for t oa I 
make this statement as a reason why I shall not propose the amend- | admit that w! my amendment was prepared I anticipated that the 
ment after announcing that I should rate of interest would be 34 per cent. I do not think there is likel) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is on the table an amendment a ny severe competition for this loan above par w the rate is 
proposed by the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON. 13percent. Probab he feature of sealed proposals may m 
Mr. TELLER. I move that the Senate adjourn. | portant now as it would have been in the case of a 34 per cent in 
Mr. ANTHONY. Let us fix at me for taking the vote 1 I still think that my a dment atiords all the rot t i tha the 
Mr. TELLER. Iam willing to withdraw the motion for that pur- | amendment of my colleague aflords, and in addition if provides that 
ose. | the Secretary of the Treasury shall make report of eve t r he 
Mr. BAYARD. It ve can get through with the bill to-night. | does under this loan, order that it may be publicly know re 
Mr. TELLER. I withde iw the motion. after what he has done, and that Congress may have 1 \ com 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment is that offered plete 1 i h re ren to proposa I ed Tt 
by the Senator from Lowa, [| Mr. ALLISON. ] propos t the opport for nt 
Mr. EATON. We ve adopted an amendment of 2 somewhat sim- | afterware 
lar character, ottered by the other Senator from Iowa, [ Mr. Kirk- Mr. KIRKWOOD That se on can eas be added to 1 ropo 
WwooD, | and I move that this lie on th e table for the present. 2 tion submitted DV] elf 
The PRESIDING OFFICER The amendment will be laid on the Mr. ALLISON. Of « rse; if is a matter I care not : 
table for the present, if there be no objection. The next amendment Mr. LOGAN. I desire to call the attention of the Senator fron 
s the amendment offered by the Senator from Texas, [Mr. CoKE. ] lowa [ Mr. ALLISON ] to two objections that I have to his proposition, 
Mr. HARRIS.* There was evidently some misunderstanding when | and I wish to know whether there is anything them or not. I 
the last vote was taken on the amendment of the Senator from Iowa, | have tried to read and to understand the two propositions bet the 
[Mr. Kirnkwoop.] A number of Senators around me supposed it to ind L unders | I prefer t yroposition 
be the amendment of the other Senater from Iowa, [ Mr. ALLISON. ] lor Se yr f we ) I 1 sta he 
Mr. KERNAN. I supposed so, and so voted. ns I ha the ( Senator 4 lowa 
Mr. HARRIS. A number of votes were cast under that impression. \ 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the amendment last adopted In line Sof that amendment Provision is Made kk desig ting the 
; was adopted, with a view to, at least, allowing Senators to determine | dmount of such loan, the place and the time up to wl sealed propo 
vhether they prefer that amendment to the one presented by thi sals will be received for re 1 donot understand tha 
other Senator trom Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, , this provision in reference ‘aled proposals being received the Se 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Tennessee moves | retary of the Treasury is required to give his no easto anv numbet 
to reconsider the vote by whic h the ame! dn ent ottered bv the Se na- ot ~P aces where the proposals may be receive a, ne may adesig ite 
tor from lowa [ Mr. Kink Woop] was adopted. i New York, Chicago, Cincinnati, : und saree or tour cities, and there it 


The motion to reconsider was came to, } hay ena Cheretore, one objection tl hi $s that it isin the dis 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs en the amend- | cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury to name a t pi 








‘4 . 7 l ' , oth — 
ment otiered by the Senator from Iowa, [ Mr. Kirnkwoop. } Seaied PERNAN will be received. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move the amendment offered bythe other Senator | M1 - Ki RNAN Let me make one suggestion as to the place If 
from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] as a substitute for the amendment now be | the different places he will have to open the bids at different 
fore the Senate. | times at ‘th different places. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will now report both | Mr. LOGAN rhea ie rear 
amendments, Dy f ‘ 

The Secretary read the amendment submitted by Mr. KtirnkKwoop | proposa ‘ A 10! 
and then the amendment submitted by Mr. ALLISON, There is but one wce Whe re receives Not 

Mr. KIRKWOOD, ‘There is a blank in the amendment ofiered by | you send your sealed proposals there, and they may be op tie 
me, which, I suppose, should be filled befor the vote is taker n. I prese nee of such persons as desire to see them opened. 71 ms to 
move to fill it with the word “ two;” so as to read “he shall award | me very loose: it seems to me that it does not afford to ple 
the full amount subscribed to all persons who shall have made bona | all over the country the opportunity that the amend: f the jun 
Jide subscriptions for the sum of $2,000 or less,” &c. ior Senator from Iowa does. ' 

I will again repeat, if the Senate have any desire to understand just Another objection I have to the amendment of t St ; tor 
what I wish to effect by this amendment, that it has been a matter of | from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] is that I object to s t ; i do 
complaint throughout the country that heretofore in placing loans | not see why there should be any secrecy about bids f r these bonds 
they have been placed in such a way that the great mass of our peo- | They are to be sold at par. Why then is there any secrec’ Why 
ple who might have desired to subscribe for them had not the op- | should I be required to seal up my proposa Why should I not just 
portunity of doing SO, That has been one s ibject-m atter ol com- |} Say tothe Seer tary of the Treasury or vhoever he may designate 
plaint, and much prejudice has been created against the Government | “I will take $10,000 of these bonds,” or whatever amount I might be 


mass of our people had not Eicaementenity, The amendment which | like all sealed proposals. I do not say that there would be any f! 
I propose gives them that opportunity It does more; it provides | or anything of that kind; I intimate no such thing; but I am for an 
that when subscriptions shall have bee1 . 


and against the holders of bonds by eason of the fact that the great | able to take I put my name down and subscribe for then [t is 


n made, if any shall be made, | open, square, daylight thing, that people all over the country may 
through the country, those who have subscribed small sums, if their | have an opportunity to subscribe for these bonds. 

subscriptions are as advantageous to oe Govetnenanl as other sub- Mr. BAYARD. They wil be opened after they are sealed 
scriptions, shall have the pre fere nee. Thesubse riptions to the amount Mr. LOGAN. Of course they will be opened afterward ; but why 
of two thousand dollars and under, if as adva itageous to the Govern- | should they be sealed at al : 
ment as subscriptions of millions, shall be preferred so far as they go;| Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator from Illinois allow me to interrupt 
and after these smal) subs< riptions have been cared for, then and not { him? 
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Mr. LOGAN Certain 











Mr. HARRIS. If this amendment is adopted as a substitute, with 
the approbation of the Senator who is the author of the amendment 
Iv move to strike ont the word “ sealed” fro the an 
thatist v offered as a substitute 

‘i LOGAN, ] im merely stating my objections to if, ind I said 
vyhen | got up that the Senator from Iowa g ossib ite all 
me “ yjection that I 1 wht | e ) f | 1 not derstand it 
I i ‘ ther pied r »tl ‘ t It I es that 

fter t posa pene 
‘; ou ( t 0 
Or course um t! i e ¢ thatit sallright: 1 itthereisinmy mind 
ver serio ( 1 n to it. lo illustrate my objectio ppose 
here { t i o are bankers. We bid for these bonds I pro- 
ose tot =] 0 of them L pal The other banker p poses 
oft { pa J t, then, is the most fa rable pro- 
POs \ t of the I ted States It smeo of get 
tir ‘ [The Secretary of the Treasury | t in his 
O ‘ ) i e bonds to e synd te or one Db r or 
‘ l. I donot tl that righ if I can understand 
English language, that is exactly what this propositi eans. 
M PADDOCK. It is an invitation to form a corner. 
Mr. LOGAN. It means exactly what the syndicate has meant here- 
re, that tl VI v cobble the whole thing, provided t! secretary 
i e Treasury thinks theirs is the most favorable proposition, and 

e Secreta of the Treasur vould most iturally think it was a 

orable proposition which proposed to take all the ls in one 
{ Chat, then, is just as it has been heretofore. Nobody else would 

‘ opportunity to get them. Some great wealthy corporation 
take the whole of them at par; and then in the next four 

ver vil this section that you have n the 1 ll, which forces the 
yanker who has his 5 per cent. and his 6 per cent. bonds on deposit 
s security for a circulation, to come and purchase these new bonds, 
Secretary of the Treasury may allow them all to go into the 

ul f a syndicate under this proposition, and then, under your law 
wreing the banker to take them, lhe will pay 5 per cent. premium on 
them. Ido not say that it is intended for any such purpose, but that 
exactly one effect the proposition may have. I mean by that that 

‘ be so construed as to allow this thing to be done. 

I unslerstand the intention of this refunding bill, it is that the 

ile may have an opportunity to subscribe. You say you desire 

to take these bonds. In fact, you put a provision on here that 

es $210,000,000 of them to be taken. Adopt this amendment, and 

force these bankers to go out of the banking business or force 

hem to purchase their bonds from the party who may be the most 
favorable bidder for all of this loan. 

[bese are the objections I have to this proposition. If it can be 

inged so as to avoid these objections, I have nothing to say about 

‘ 


I I ado t} nk These are very serious objections. 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. I should like to ask my colleague whether I 





! misunderstand his proposition, but it seems to me the meaning 
of it would be that persons living in Iowa and Kansas or further west, 
f they have any money to spare and want to put it into bonds, 
would have to send bids here to the Treasury, and if they wanted to 
see that the thing was done fairly, they would have to have some- 
body here when the bids were opened to inspect them and to over- 
ook them, and would have to send certificates that they were re- 
sponsible persons to make good their bids. I may misunderstand 
the proposition of my colleagu ; 


e. 

Mr. ALLISON. Of course, it is easy to criticise a proposition, and 
it easy to imagine (I know my colleague does not intend to do so) 
that a Secretary of the Treasury will do this, that, or the other, with 


reference to such athing. Of course, a Secretary of the Treasury 


might designate but very few places under this amendment of mine ; 
and I will repeat what I said before, that my amendment had in 
ew the fact that we should agree upon a 3} per cent. bond, and 


that that bond would probably sell at a premium. It was with the 
intent to protect the Government of the United States in securing 
the best possible sale of these bonds that I offered this amendment, 
ind at the same time to give entire publicity to everything that 
occurs in the placing of the loan, and also to give an opportunity to 
every section of the Union and every portion of it to subscribe for 


these bonds. I say with this bill, as it stands now, I think the amend 


\- 
ment of my colleague carries out his view, and I am quite certain 
hat we are not likely to get a premium upon these bonds. The Sena- 
tor from Illinois, of course, finds objections, which may or may not 

lt is true that the Secretary of the Treasury might in his discretion 
give the whole of this loan to a single syndicate, as the Senator says, 
but that certainly is not the aim and object of the amendment; and 
a Secretary of the Treasury who would be guilty of that would 
deserve little less than impeachment if he would undertake to so 
dispose of these loans. But inasmuch as it is a loan that will un- 
doubtedly now be negotiated at par it matters very little whether 
these proposals are sealed proposals. It matters very little with ref- 
erence to the machinery which I propose here, because I have not 
the slightest idea that anybody in Iowa or in Kansas or anywhere 


A 





ee CC 
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else will propose to give a very large premium for these bonds 
think the limit placed upon them by my colleague of 82.000 . ; 
amply protect all the people in Iowa who wish to subscribe. [ ¢} 
they will have a full and free opportunity to take all these hora, 
they may desire. si 

So far as the national banks are concerned, who are compe 
under the compulsory processes of this bill to take these bonds. | 
quite sure that they will be as agile and as active in making 
scriptions as any other class of people. If they want to contin), 
business of banking under this bill as it stands, of course they 
subscribe for the fall amount of bonds that they propose to surra, 
and in that way they would undoubtedly receive them. 

I have no feeling about this matter, of course; I only offered , 
amendment with a view of thoroughly protecting the public in ; ey 
we should issue a bond which might sell at a premium. If tho 
bonds are to be sold at par I am as indifferent as any Senator can | 
whethér the proposition of my colleague is supported, or whether | 
own proposit ion is supported. I did not even choose to offt rr 


my amer 


W 


snh 





le 


ent as a substitute for his, because I regard it as wholly imma 
rial which is adopted. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to ask the Senator from Iowa [ Mr. ALutsox 
juestion, because what I said about the two amendments was 
the purpose of trying to get at the facts and understand which wo ; 
be the best for the country. Under the Senator’s amendment as I 
read it, “ the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to accept, if i 
his judgment the same shall be advantageous to the Government, the 
most favorable proposals offered by responsible bidders.” Does ; 
that authorize the Secretary to reject a responsible bidder? | 
that true? 

Mr. ALLISON. The lowest bidder ? 

Mr. LOGAN. No, not at all; that is not it. Iam trying to 
the meaning of the proposition. Suppose there are three of us | 
ding for these bonds. I bid for $25,000; the other two bid 
$300,000,000, and mind we are all bidding at the same price. I ama 
responsible bidder, but the other two bids are the more advantageous 
to the Government because of the amount that they bid for. Now, 
under this proposition, has the Secretary of the Treasury the right t 
reject my bid and accept the other two ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Ido not think he has. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido; I think most certainly he has. I do not think 
there is a particle of doubt about it at all. He would so constru 
if in his judgment it was the more advantageous to the Governme 
to accept the bid of the other two. 

Mr. ALLISON. How can it be so? 

Mr. LOGAN. It can be so. Let me illustrate again. You have 
$400,000,000 that you want to put on the market. I send in a sealed 
proposal for the whole $400,000,000, Another man sends in a sealed 
proposal for $100,000,000. Is not mine the most advantageous b 
for the Government? Is not that true? It certainly is, for it takes 
them all in one bid at the same price, but it does not give the othe 
man an opportunity, and you propose under this law that all shall 
have a fair chance to purchase these bonds. It being the most ad 
vantageous bid to the Government to take all of them together for 
the same price it gives me the bonds, if I should happen to be that 
person, which certainly I would not, no matter how small the amount, 
because the person who is enabled to take them all, or even three- 
fourths of them or two-thirds of them, has an opportunity to put 
them out the next day and force the bankers to purchase them at 
a heavy premium, or else go out of business. That is the effect oi 
the amendment in my judgment. That being my judgment, I a 
opposed to this provision. Of course I may be mistaken, but that 
is the way I read it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] as a substitute to 
the amendment offered by his colleague. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I think we had better have the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let us see; perhaps we do not need them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As many as favor the amendment 
offered as a substitute will make it known by saying “ay ;” those 
opposed “no.” [Putting the question.] The ayes appear to have it 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

Mr. GROOME. Before the yeas and nays are taken, I should like 
to ask the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] two questions about 
this amendment. The first is, referring him to the language 1n line 
3, whether the amendment does not limit the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to the designation of one place at which proposals can be made 
for these bonds? I think with deference that it does. The language 
of the amendment is that he shall issue proposals for the same 1n two 
papers in Washington and papers in other places, which proposals 
shall designate “ the amount of such loan, the place, and the time up 
to which sealed proposals will be received for the same.’’ It seems 
to me that that language plainly limits the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the designation of one place at which alone these sealed proposals 
can be made for this loan. That is one objection I have to the amend- 
ment. 

The second question which I ask the Senator from Iowa relates to 
a proviso in the first section of his amendment, which declares : 





) 


That if the whole amount of the loan in bonds herein authorized shall - 
subscribed for in the manner provided in this section, then the Secretary 0 the 





— —_—_— 


I [Treasury 1s authorized to dispose of sa d bonds, in his discretion, at not less than 
as prescribed by the first section of this act. 


Under that proviso, suppose that nineteen-twentieths of these bonds 






de -ere subscribed for at par, or even at a higher rate, would not the 
secretary of the Treasury, all of them not being so subscribed for, be 
} 





thorized to dispose of them in his discretion under the first section 
is f this act? It certainly seems to me that that isthe meaning of that 
oviso, if it has any meaning at all. 
Mr. EATON. ‘ At not less than par.” 
Mr. GROOME. But that is not the point lam making. The pro- 
so declares that in the event the whole amount of these bonds is 
t subseribed for, then the Secretary of the Treasury may dispose of 
em all at his discretion under the first section of the act, the result 
f which it seems to me would be that if nineteen-twentieths of them 
yen were bid for by the poor men of this land from one end to the 
ther it would be in the power of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
lispose of them all to a syndicate. It appears to me that the amend- 
went is certainly open to that objection. 
Mr. ALLISON. ‘That is a very fair criticism. I admit it should 
the residue.” The amendment was drawn, as Senators know, 
n my desk here. I see that instead of “said bonds” it should read 
the residue of said bonds” shall be so disposed of. That isa very 
roper criticism. 

I rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays have been ordered 
the amendment of the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, ] which 
offered as a substitute for the amendment of his colleague [ Mr. 

KIRKWOOD] by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Hanns. } 

The secretary proce eded to call the rol! 

Mr. ANTHONY, (when his name was called. 1 am paired on this 

uestion with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. JOHNSTON. ] 

Mr. FERRY, (when Mr. BALDWIN’S named was ca i 
state that my colleague [Mr. BALDWIN] is paired with the Senator 
from Delaware, [Mr. SAULSBURY. | 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. LOGAN. I paired some time since with the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. VANCE] on the propositions then before the Senate. 
[his being a new proposition outside, I do not know how he would 

ote, and I refrain from voting. 

Mr. ALLISON. It makes no difference; the Senator can vote on 
this question. 


} 


L wish to 




















} 1 Oa. 17 
The result was announced—yeas 14, nays 22; as follows: 
YEAS—1 
Davis of Illinois [art M rsol 
Eator Jonas 1 
Cockre Farle Lamar 
C Gal MecDo1 i 
NAYS—2:. 

Allison Hamptor \ gar Slate 

Ba d Hereford M ] Pell 

I Ingalls dlet Vest 

I irnsid Kern Piatt oo! 

I el Kirkwood mb W ice 
erry Logatr Pugh Williams 
i ‘ MecMill Re \ 

Al —34 

Anthony Carpentt [ Saunder 

Bailey Conkling Johnston Sharon 

Baldwin Davis of W. Va Jones of Florida, Phurmar 

Blaine, Dawes Tones of Nevada, 

Boot! Edmunds Kellogg, 

Brow! Grover, Paddock Vi 

Bruct Hamlin Randolph, W ithe 

Cameron of Pa., Hill of Colorado, Ransom, 





Saulsbur 


Cameron of Wis., Hill of Georgia, 4 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. K1IrKWoop. } 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. On page 4, section 5, line 1, I move to strike out 
the word “ May” and insert “ July.” 

With the machinery we have now agreed to in this bill it is evi- 
dent to my mind at least, and I think it will be apparent to the minds 
of the Senate, that the national banks which are required to make 
this substitution will not be able to do so by the Ist day of May. 
This bill will not pass finally probably before the very last days of 
this session, as it will have to go to the House, and it may take some 
days before action is again had upon it there; so that it will be im- 
possible to prepare these bonds and have them distributed as pro- 
posed and then redeposit them in the Treasury by the Ist of May. 
I suggest that the Ist day of July be inserted in lieu of the Ist day 
of May. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MCDONALD. In section 1, I move to amend by striking out, 
after the word “ at,” in line 25, the word “the” and inserting “a ;” 
and in line 26, after the word “rate,” by striking out “ of” and in- 
serting “ not exceeding ;” so as to read “ bearing interest at a rate not 
exceeding 3 percent.” It relates to the three-hundred-million-dollar 
loan. It is the committee amendment, as far asthe motion to amend 
goes, striking out the same words that were proposed to be stricken 
out by the committee and inserting what the committee proposed to 
insert, as far as the amendment goes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That has been voted on once before 


dede 
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when the bill is in the Senate. 
Mr. MCDONALD. The whole phrase was voted on in Commit 


4 On 


Te 


of the Whole. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The committee’s amendm: nts were 
voted on separately, as the Chair is informed. The present ocx 
was not in the chair at the time. 
Mr. COCKRELL. The whole amendment was voted on tog: r. 
Mr. KERNAN. “Not exceeding” and “one-half” were yoted on 


‘ 
Lead 


pant 


togethe r. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I offer this amendment as embraci; 
that. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It was first proposed to vote on the first part o 
the amendment, and then before the question was put the whol 
amendment was voted on, striking out and inserting, 80 as to read, “ at 
a rate not exceeding 3} per cent.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The fact is as stated by the Sena 
tor from Missouri, the Secretary informs the present occupant of th 


in Committee of the Whole, and the Senator will have to propose 
' 
} 


chair. rhe questior is on the amendment proposed by the Senat 
from Indiana, [Mr. MCDONALD. } 
The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 18, noes 17 


no quorum voting. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I call for the yeas and nays, and that wil) 
secure a quorum. 
rhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr.McDONALD. The object of the amendment is to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to sell the Treasury notes at less than 3 per 
cent. if he finds that he can do so, but at a rate not exceeding 3 pe 
| cent. The bonds as the bill now stands are to be sold at 3 per cent. 
| without any option on the part of the Secretary, but I think so far as 
the Treasury notes are concerned the discretion ought to be given the 
Secretary, so that if he can place them at less than 3 per cent. at par 
he should have authority to do so rather than fix a definite rate of 
interest in the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will call the roll on 

the amendment. 

The Secretary called the roll. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam paired with the Senator from North Carolina, 
[Mr. VANCE.] I presume if the Senator from North Carolina were 
| 





L 
here, he would vote for the amendment. I should vote against the 
amendment if he were here. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 17; as follows 

i 

YEAS—22. 

1 Beck Farley, . MeDonald Vest 

j Call Garland, McPherson, Voorhees 
Cockrell, Groome, Maxey Wallace 

Coke Harris Pendleton Williams 

| Davis of Ilinc g Hereford Pug 

| Eator Jonas Slater 

' 

j NAYS—17 

| Allisor Kernar Morri! elle 

| Bayard Kirkwood Paddock, Windon 
Burnside Lamar, Platt 

r, Mec Millar Plumb, 

Ingalls Morgan Rollins 

' ABSENT 

} Anthony, Carpenter Hill of Georgia, Saunders, 

Bailey Conkling Hoar Sharon 

|} Baldwit Davis of W. Va Tohnstor Thurman, 

j Blaine Dawes Jones of Florida Vance, 
Blair Edmunds Tones of Nevada Walker 
Booth Ferry Kellogg Whyte 
Brown Grove! Logan Withers 

Bruce Hamlin, Randolph, 

Cameron of Pa., Hampton, Ransom 
Cameron of Wis., Hill of Colorado Saulsbury 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish to make a proposition to the Senate. It i 
that this bill shall be suffered to go into the Senate to-night from the 
Committee of the Whole, reserving separate votes for the amend 
ments of the Committee on Finance as offered in Committee of the 
Whole, and that we shall by unanimous consent agree that the vote 
may be taken to-morrow at two o’clock. The Senate ought to be 
fuller than it is now when the final vote istaken. The last vote dis- 
closed a bare quorum, and as I think there ought to be a full Senate 
upon the final vote on this bill, I ask unanimous consent to an under 
standing that to-morrow at two o’clock the vote be taken on the 
bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. And meanwhile let the bill be printed 

Mr. MORRILL. With allthe amendments? 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the bill, with the amendments, be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD. The bill, I think, had better be printed; that can 
be done to-night. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The order to print will be made. 
The bill is still in Committee of the Whole, and the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Texas [ Mr. CoKE] is the pending question. 

Mr. TELLER. I want to inquire when the bill will be taken up 
to-morrow ? ‘a 

Mr. BAYARD. I would have it taken up immediately after the 
routine morning business. 

Mr. TELLER. That will give us a little chance for an examina- 

j tion of it. 
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j titi 
congress distr f North Caro I ask that the res 

) ® reau 

he Cle ead as follows 
J 2) 3 
‘ 
; . f 
] I V H 
( 
, Mr. FIELD. I e that port and resol ns 
d ask that the resolut 3 for the prese 
The SPEAKE] Is there a rity report? 
Mr. FIELD s Itisa nim repo 
I { is agreed ft 
CHA 3 CARR IGAN 
Mr. FIELD. |! pres . report from tl e 
jt I ot ¢ i s W. Carri n,a iv 3 
| Flore I en s ers I move tl | 
ind that petition be laid 1 table 
[ oti reed to 
CASE ¢ I I ) ‘ MPSON N 
Mr. MARTIN, D val ake privileged rv ) 
Committee on Ar ) Ss. W | i to des} 
Che Cler 1d as foliows 
] I the ¢ l 
pay ¢ t g » I | t 
( < Jt ) 
I 
MARTIN, of Dela I Let the re be re 
e report : follo 
( 
i J Co é ¢ 
i th< und expenses ) 
[ i pre 4 t case ot Ha t Kilb I 
i y va OSs er c sidera 1,Te ac 
| pay i \ authorized | LTes 
gs | H t faith rendere that the sum of $ 
| in é is tl ‘ 
| rend g 
ul 
' TY) ) 
| Mr: MARTI Delawat I < pl 1e8 
| resolt 
Mr. FOR] [| would like to have this matter explained a 
| Mr. MARTID Delawar [he report of the committee « 

1 | the resolution quite as fully asI can do. It is known to t } 
er estigating committee appointed by the ] 
| ore regard to what was termed the real-estate 1 
| the District ( mbia. O Hallet Kilbourn was sumn 
| fore that committee as a witness, and declined to answer, w! 

e|the H e directed that he should be confined for contem 
| House until he did answer. He remained in prison—I do1 
be how y hirty days or more—and I believe was ther 

| | upon a writ ] He brought action against theS 
|} at-Arms of this House and the members of the committee « 

) V that investigation. That action was carried to the § 
| Co of the United States. The Sergeant-at-Arms, by autl 

I m of House, employed Mr. FRANK HURD, now a1 
this House, to defend the officers of this House and the m 
| committee who had exercised that jurisdiction. This res 
it 3 to cor sate Mr. Hurp for his services in condu 
( uurt of the United States. 
lo not desire to say anything against 
l ive my opinion of the matter by calling 
} at fact that on the question of cont 
t its jurisdiction of the matter to a petty « 
| TI 1e officers of the House and the members 
| committee were brought into court to answer for a trespass, inst 
| f the House compelling the offending witness guilty of conten 





- . 
lietion { 
sadiction of 


uswer to the exclusive juri this House, It was the 1 
l l in failing to vindicate its jurisdictio1 
wall o } 


t well as the 


, as oflicers and me! 





ber of the House when t 
The gentleman f1 





es were renaered é og 
ware { Mr. MARTIN] 1 r charge of this matter can state more 
+ , +15 
} bal i 


r. MARTIN, of Delay 
‘red during vac: 


Mr. ROBINSON. 


: 1 1 . ‘ 
+ ; ‘ nth y < 
10t mistaken the servic 








“y were rendered during the Forty-fifth 

Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware. He was not a member of Congress 

the time he was employed and rendered this service. 
Mr. CONGER. I did not hear the report read, but it 


that a proper resolut would be one simply to pay the expenses 1! 


seems 


ion 


curred in this case by the officers of the House in defending or pros 
ecuting, whatever it may have been, the suit in the United Stat 
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e ae Ss ( S e Court e rouse st S¢ tled mv op 1 to re! . , " 
( sp the case of Mr. Kilbo Chat court to maintain the cl} t advoca which w rosed tu 
+ t) : of the House was a1 rt f the rigl him 
‘ ie record will sho ore Mr. MARTI Dela I . a ' 
( yat thet d voted agains vious questio 
. l t that the Sergeant and t l rhe prev is questo vas or t 
sued for carrying out what I eve “l | thereof the resolution was adoptes 
ss by this He ipon the of Am I Mr. MARTIN, “of D ware, moved recons 
I ht eno rh ti ( ers of House w » carried the resolut is a ypted: a also Ve t o 
lof the House in that respect should be protected from | consider | e tabl 
But rr r resolution singles ¢ ms, such as th Phe la AS AGTSSS | 
tL atrorme' In my | n t ough 0} LUSULUE tha \ .N ART APPROPRIATION I 
h } 1 a % } NronveT S omcers it 
a a Prete Y r this 3 — xi Mr. ¢ eee for tl reguia ord 
Mr. MARTIN, of Delawa Phe Committee on Accounts, having | The SPEAKER. The r order being demanded, the Hous 
ted this account, have adopted that form to co l these ex resumes tl . sideration o ae lished business whi . 
Ii the centleman fro! Michiga ste to tl] reading ver trom tae legisiat sesSsio f Tuesday under the op 
e resolution be will find that his idea is ¢ bodied 1 OXCO] t | ul Me. ROBES N Wha shad ninicshead hneit 4 
t Mr. Hurp is mentioned by name as the counsel in the cast WAT. tv — WW MEU 18 Wal | a: ee 
Mr. CONGER. Are there any other officers mentioned, or are ther The SPEAKER. The bill known as the river and harbor app 
er € Pera or bro ht » | eatte1 priatior 
Mr. M, AR’ IN Delawal No othe < 3 I as 1 ‘ ee I OBESt »N Hlow does it stand ; 
lation he s ain read. J SPEAKER The question, as the Chair understa ~ 3 
a a stil a TK pon tin amendments 
nc ah follows oe Mr. ROBESON. I believe the previous question has been ordered. 
Che PE AKER It has been ordered on the engrossment 
‘ Pas rl _ ye eee pF ; WH | tl re the bill, bu »t on its passage. 
of 83.300 { ment of all costs ; d fees to dat Mr. PEAGAN, On the } e of the bill and end 
case of Hallet Kilb ' John ¢ | ( 1 T ¢ J DD Sevenal Shamtede . Gey 
l nd A. Hern SMI |} Mr. SPRINGER. The question of passage has not yet been betor 
Mr. CONGER My » t is simply this © persons umed her tl The SP and ¢ unt yt be until the amendm nts have been voted « 
the resolution, the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House and the smbers } cme ars sAKI i Ahe ru © regulates this matter. 
the committee I Llouse, were prosecute | individuals, n« ‘ Mr. B AC KBURN., Phe rule reguiates if Phe pre vious questo! 
; the Sergeant-at-Arms, not asmembers of this House or of any com has been ordered upon the bill and pending amendment 
iittee of this House ; they were prosecuted in their inc lividual e: Ls The SPEAKER Lt will exhau ist itself on the ¢ a nd must 
wity. As individuals they sustained liabilities to pay costs onal | be renewed on the passage of the bill. é' 
venses for attorneys. Mr. ROBESON. that stion, 1 move that the b be re 
Mr . VAN VOORHIS. Will this end this Hallet Kilbourn business, | ferred to the Com: with instructions to report 
3 the suit still progressing an amendment cont of money therein appropr 
“Mr. ( ‘ONGER. The gentleman will vait until concluded. Isay | ated t ) rivers, har! the admiralty and mari 
hat these gentlemen were prosecuted as indivi citizens, not as ee yy tion of , Les. ' 
cers of this House, not as members of 3 House, not as members of a rae PEAKE! Phe Chair, under the rules, cannot enterta n the 
comn e of this House; not at all for their relation in any manner | ™0tlo vat this sti ge, but wi | do so, as requ red by the rule, while the 
to the official positions they occupy. If they were put to expense in one t estion Is pending on the passage of t 16 bill or alter it has 
uwrying out the will of the House, and their expenses shoul , | Deen ordered Is separate vote asked on any of the amendments | 
those expe! ses which they incurred by reason of carrying l Mr. ¢ OX, Phe yeas and 1 . I presume, will not be taken by the 
the House should be stated, should be examined, should be allowed, | TUG UNE oq n OF tinal passag 
ind they should pay their counse l, they should pay the costs, they Phe SPEAKI A116 ye as and nay ’ uired } the ruk 
should pay whatever expense may have been incurred. This reso- taken « passa t bills for the improvement of 1 I l 
ution, so far as appears on its face, proposes to pay an attorney for } bors a ‘ 
appearing in the defense of individuals who happened to be in some | Mr. REAGAN. 4] ore are no amendments increasing OF decreasing 
way connected with this House It ifts from the Ho se the respon- | the aggregate ol the Di Home ol the amendments mak replace 
sibility dliabilitv which it ought to asst : connection with that | ment of items, and some are verbal corrections. I hope we llvo 
defense. on the amendments in bull 
Mr. MARTIN, of Delaware. Let me say to the gent thatthe | The SPEAKE R. No separate vote having been asked, the Cha 
House assumed the responsibility by passing a resoluti ithorizing | ¥ er it the question on the amendments in gross 
t} > employme nt of counsel defend this committee and these offti- Mr. W.z RNE KX. Do [ under tand no amendments were made 
rs in the courts; and i it was under the authority of that resolution | CPeasins conan n the bil 
f the House that this employment was made. | Mr. BLACKBURN. No, not one 
Mr. CONGER. Then that is the authority which warrants these rhe amendments were agreed to in gross. 
ndividuals who were prosecuted in cé ming before the House and | Mr. BLACKBURN moved to reconsider the vo y which t 
sking g Con gress TO repay to them expenses which they incurred; but SERRE Wi 7 eee 005 and also moved that the mot 
when such payment is made the account should be closedup. I want | '@ aaNnOD sid On the tadie. 
this resolution and the record to show that it was the House of Rep a ie vill, tion was agreed t . . : 
resentatives that committed the trespass. I wantthe record to show | Phe bil 3; amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a tl 
that this eee attack upon the rights of a citizen, as the Su- time ; beit g engrossed, it was accordingly read the thi 
preme Court of the ited States has declared it to be, was author Mr. R E AGAN demanded the previous que stion on the pase 
ized and Siiaehed . this House. Let us spread broad]s upon the | the bill. ” : 1 
Journal and record of Congress the result of that attack upon a pri- | Mr. Ki BE 8 WN. Pending that I_ move to commit the b 
vate citizen of the United States, as a warning to future Congresses | Judiciary C nititer with instructions to report an amend t 
not to exceed their privileges and their rights. Thatis my objection | fining the expe enditure of the money herein appropriated to rivers, 
to this resolution. eee | harbors, and streams within the admiralty and maritime jut 


Mr. MARTIN, of Delawaz 
before it is ordered I yield three minute 
Jersey, [Mr. RoBEson.} 

Mr. ROBESON. : 
written on the res exactly in 
t! gentlemen, members of a com 


LUCSE 
were sued for pursuing the 


: but 
New 


V1ol 8 question 


gentleman from 
Mr. that this 
cordal with the fa 
mittee and offi t 
directions of this Hou 
expenses have been incurred by resolution of the 


matter is 
cts—that 
118 House, 
that all tl 


House; that the 
bill for these expenses has been presented to the Judiciary Committee 
und by them passed with a favorable recommendation and referred to 
the Committee on Accounts to be audited. If that is true, then the 
matter has passed through the different sta ces of gation which 
this House can give it: and this House at every stage has assumed 
the responsibility. s 

I believe the original action of the House was wrong; 
weo ught not to punish our agents for doin 

to do. 
practi 


1 
nae rstood 


ord mn ice 





rs ol 





86 5 1eSe 





nvesti 


I think 
g¢ what we directed them 

The gentleman who is to be paid was a private citizen in the 
ce of his profession at the time when he was employed ; 


and he 





the United 
Mr. REAGA 
Mr. ROBESON. 
occupy time, 


I demand tl 


ot 
On that I demand the previous « st 

Have I not the floor on that 
I do wish to demand the previous que 


fry } 


» previous question, and I also ask for the y« 


nt 


The main “questi yn was ordered. 
‘I = yeas a nd np ays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yea 
85, nays 152, not voting 54; as follows 
YEAS—£ 
ywima ( ri Fink 
Conve Fora 
Cowg ( 
Cox 
Davis. Horace 





Del 
Deering 


a Maty1 





B 

B ymer Dickey 

Bishe »bb Dwight 

Blour frot Fer i yr Hostetler 





Mr. 





ENBE! 


Mr 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr 


Mr. Speaker 


(CO CONNOR 


Mr. HILL wi Mr. DUNN} 


h Mr. Cant 


LLENBERG! 


: would vo 


MITCHELI 
Mr. VAN AERNAM with Mr. HENny. 
NICHOLLS with Mr. Joy« 
JAMES with Mr. O’Brien. 

HAMMOND, of New York, with Mr. EW1na. 
th Mr. McKENZIE. 

HUTCHINS with Mr. Morton. 

. MANNING with Mr. ARMFLELD. 

CKER with Mr. FRYE. 


. ROBESON w 
Mr. 
Mr 
Mr. 


ave to withdraw my own. 
ask the gentleman from Minnesota to 
I only ask, if Iam not allowed by unanimous con- 
shall be announced and the statement made 
gainst the bill, while the gentleman from Minne- 
suppose our votes would 
tion to recommit with instructions. 
nnounced from the Clerk’s desk : 
sickness, with Mr. BREWER, 


do not 


If Mr. DUNNELI 


Mr. HASKELL, 
gainst and Mr. HASKELI 


with Mr. MircHEent Mr. 


U pdegraff co 
i Thon 


wo days ago l paired with the 
Mr. HILL, ] expecting to leave the city, but as 
as the gentleman from Ohio has failed 


rstill continued, Iask by unanimous consent 


“unanimous consent 


} 


‘ -_ 1+ 
IS nOT AalLIOWReU 


vere present, 
harbor appropria- | 


this bill. Mr. SHAL- 


for the bill. 


BAYNE would vote 10r 


~ 
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Mr. LOUNSBERY with Mr. HAWKINs. 
Mr. YOuNG, of Tennessee, with Mr. STARIN. 
The vote was then announced as above recorded. 


Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote just taken: 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
JN. Lrise to a parliamentary inquiry, and it 
Is it in order to move to recommit this bill to the Committee on « 


Mr. ATHERT( 


merce with instr 


uctions ? 


The SPEAKER. 


Itisnot. The rules limit it to one motion { 


a 


mit, with or without instructions. 
IN. Iknow; but that is to the same committe 


Mr. ATHERT 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. ATHERT‘ 


i 
The SPEAKEI 
th 


elt 


a single motion to commit, 


} — 1 _ 1, 
liege, unaer tne 


Mr. ATHERTS 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. ATHERT‘ 
to a ditierent cor 


merce—— 


‘he SPEAKER. 


IN. I know tha 
re BLAND. 1 he prey ious question 18 ¢ alled on the bill and 


t. The bill is on its final passa 
er before or after ordering the main question, the rules recog 
with or without instructions. That p, 


is the rule. 


re 
Bo > 


and 
and ais 


At this stage only one motion to commit 


1 ale 


; and pending t 


rules, having been exhausted, no other motio; 
commit at this stage is in order. 
IN. Certainly not to the same committe: 


To any committee, 


either standing or select 


IN. Suppose the proposition, however, is to com 
a 


nmittee,as in this case 


The language of the rule is 


without instructions, for which one motion only may be entert 


pending the demand for the previous question. 
IN. Then I lost my chance by waiting too lo 


Mr. ATHERT* 


The SPEAKER. 


to the Committee on ( 


to commit 


The motion could not now be entertained, 17 
question is on ordering the main question. 
Before that is done I wish to ask consent to m 


Mr. CONGER. 


a verbal correction in regard to an amendment 


which | submitte 


and which was adopted by the Committee of the Whole, in regard t 


operating these « 


‘anals. I send to the desk the amendment, whi 


substantially the same, being simply transposod, and with the add 
tion of the word “ hereafter” at the beginning of it, so as to n 
I hope there will be no object 
1 place of the amendment adopted last night 
Let it be read; after which objections 


the language of it perfectly clear. 
to its adoption in 


Mr. REAGAN. 


asked for. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out lines 625 


626, and 627, and insert 
operating and keeping in repair the Des Moines Rapids Canal and Saint Ma 


‘‘and hereafter, for the purpos 


Falls Canal and the Louisville and Portland Canal, the Secretary of War isa 
thorized to draw his requisition on the Secretary of the Treasury from t 
time, which requisition shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury not 


wise appropriated. 


Mr. CONGER. 


sition—the sense being the same. 


Mr. HOOKER. 


It will be seen that the change is a mere trans] 


I rise to a point of order. 


The SPEAKER. 
Mr. HOOKER. 


The gentleman will state it. 


I wish to ask if that amendment is not the same 


proposition which was voted down in the Committee of the Whol 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair thinks not. 


the Chair understands, which was agreed to. 
the modification as proposed by the gentleman from Michigan 
There was no objection, and the amendment was modified accord- 


ingly. 


The SPEAKER. 


The main question was ordered. 


This is a proposition, a 
Is there objection t 


The question is on ordering the main questi 


Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the main 
question was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconside! 


be laid on the ta 


ble. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. 


bill, on which the Clerk will call the roll. ; 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 162, nays Sv, not 


voting 44; as fo] 


Acklen, 
Aiken 
Aldrich, N. W. 
Aldrich, William 
Atkins 

Baker 

Ballou, 

Barber 

Beale, 
Bingham, 

B sbee 


Blackburn, 


Blake, 
Bland, 


Bliss 
Bou k 
Boyd 


Bragg, 


Brigham, 


Buckner, 
Burrows, 


Caldwell 
' Cannon, 


lows: 


YEAS—162 


Carpenter, 
Caswell, 
Chalmers, 
Claflin 
Clardy, 
( 

( 

( 

{ 

{ 


‘lark, John B. 
ements, 
Jonger 
‘ook, 
fovert, 
Crapo 
Cravens, 
Crowley, 
Culberson, 
Daggett, 
Davidson, 
Davis, George R. 


Davis, Lowndes H. 


De La Matyr, 
Deuster, 
Dibrell, 
Dick, 

Dann, 


Dunnell 
Elam, 
Ellis 
Errett, 
Evins, 
Felton, 
Forney 
Frost, 
Gibson 
Gillette, 
Goode, 
Gunter, 
Harmer, 


Harris, Benj. W. 


Harris, John T. 
Hatch, 

Hawk, 
Hazelton, 
Heilman, 
Henderson, 
Henkle, 
Herbert, 
Herndon, 


The question now recurs on the passage of the 


Hiscock, 
Hooker, 

Horr, 

Honse, 
Hubbell, 
Hunton, 

Hurd, 
Jobnston, 
Jones, 

Kelley, 

Kenna, 
Kimmel, 

King, 

Loring, 

Lowe, 
Manning, 
Marsh, : 
Martin, Benj. F. 
Martin, Edward L. 
Mason, 
McCoid, 
McKinley, 
McLane, 
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. 
McMillin Poehler Smith, Hezekiah B. ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
afiles — Smith, William E. | Union, and, with the amendments and the accompanying report 
ariliar rice Speer : hentia dl ite 
ordered to be printed. 
Vone\ Reagar step! ~ j 1 } sant 
yonroe Reed Stevenso | LIGHT-HOUSE AND FOG-SIGNAL, POINT SAINT GEOR 
Mors vichardson » Ston , pr — ' ; 
. Richmond Tallx On motion of Mr. BEALE, the Committees Ol Cominerce was dis 
3 Robertsor laylor, Ezra B | charged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 67 
Ross la tobert I C.G | appropriating money for the erection of a light-house and fog-s 
. ompson, P. B Thomas | at or near Point Saint George, California; and the same g erre 
low d, Amo | to the Committee on Appropriations. 
Parner, Thoma PUBLIC LANDS AT FORTRESS MONROE FOR HOTEL purpos 
Shelley Ups | * ee 1 ‘ 1: 
Sherwin Un Wright Mr. JOHNSTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, repor 
Simontor Vaner Yeat | back favorably the bill (S. No. 1843) to authorize the Secretary of War 


to grant the use of certain land at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, for the 
erection 0 hotel; which was referred to the Committee of the Whok 





tate of the Union, and the accompanying report ordere 
son to be printe 
erton, iEODORE Bb. HARLAN. 
an 


| Mr. BROWNE, trom the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 67 


amendments; whic! 


Beltzhoover 


granting relief to Theodore B. Harlan, wi 





ae 
KneL 





int | was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
wiman, Calendar, and, with the amendments and accompanying report, 
ggs ordered to be printed 

ywwne 
amp ABANDONED MILITARY RESERVATIONS, ETC. 

mendiam, Mr. SPARKS, froiw the Committee on Military Affairs, reported bac! 
ohh. a letter from the Secretary of War relative to the disposition of aba 
iffroth, | doned military reservations and to land-titles division of the War 
lerick 


| wey + «weit 
| Department, with accompanying 


the same be printed and laid on the tabl 


inn +} 





nverse, 
yweill, 
s, 
Davis, Horace 
Davis, Joseph J. 


LIGHTING THE CAPITOL BUILDING, ETC., BY ELECTRIC LAMI 


| Mr. YOUNG, of Ohio. Iam instruet 


{ 
1 lic Buildings and Grounds to report back the bill (H. R. No. 7192) t 
i , 




















ee E ; et authorize the lighting of the Capitol building, grounds, &c., by ele 
Armileid ’ 5 r DI tr aT x t} ha ra mmendatinr + ; +} 
irlow, Fisher Keif Oc . | tric lamps, With the recommendat o1 that it be referred to ( 
iyne Frye Kitchi: Russell, Daniel L | mittee on Appropriations. I ask that the report be read 
Belford, Hammond, John _Lounsber Scovil | ‘The report was read, as follows 
srewel Haves McCoo S ‘ 3 , a3 : ; 
rhe ¢ tee on Public Buildi ni G 2 
ah ond ny Tv ay oO} igs { | 
ight / He I M Ax N no 1H No. 7192, also the petition of t Northe Ele * 1 ' 
butterworth, Houk M star respectfully report that the said b nd tition. with t aiehmmnmiaierts } 
ibell, Humphre Mitel Pucker | cceiian caster RaaipnnaaT Geie anilk tens tla T petitic the accompan do 
Calkins, Hutchins Morton Van Aernar | a Salyer coinage : ise, and ( ittes t 
: ] \I } I ved TI the turther consideration thereof. and that 
wlisle, ‘ —— - \ ub 1 the Committeeor Appropriations, to the end that ; cacanl “ 
I ival Jorgense! . yung, ¢ i , i i it na - | \ 
oy Soren &. eon ; . - embraced therein, or any similar one, and } le for the ne SAT nit 
So the bill was passed. | to carry t into etfect 
Mr. WELLBORN. My colleague [Mr. MILs] requested me to} The Committee on Public Buildings and Gro 3 were dis ren 
‘ } } ) x 
) \ i s1 is 








tion to-day, that he is absent from the city as a member of the com 
nittee appointed by the House to accompany the remains of the late 
Mr. FERNANDO Woop to New York. I will also say, Mr. Speaker, 
hat if my colleague were present he would vote for this bill. 
On motion of Mr. RICHMOND, by unanimous consent the reading . mae 5 : : 
P 4 vet : © | a pension to David Goodrich; which was referred to the 
f the names was dispensed with. : : ; : ih 
1 , . 1d; | : ; j , | of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
rhe following additional pair was announced from the Clerk’s| |. din ] ' 
lank , ordered to be printed. 
iCSK . ? 


Mr. MCKENZIE with Mr. CARLISLE, on this vote. | AEE CONNOLLY 


| 
state, in the event of this bill coming before the House for final ac- | from the further consideration of th 
| to the Committee on Appropriati 
| I 
DAVID GOODRIK 


Mr. RAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, rt > 
with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6164 
( 








The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. oe Mr. RAY also, trom the same committee, reported back, witl 
Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was | favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 4931) granting a p 
assed: and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | sion to Daniel Connolly: which was referred to the Committee of t! 
table. | Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
The latter motion was agreed to | to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINES | WILLIAM M GARRAHA) 

Mr. COX. LIask for the regular order. i Mr. GUNT ER. Iam directed by the majority of the Committee ¢ 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the mot Private Land Claims to report bac k with amendments the bill (1 
ill of committees for reports. | Rr. No. ¢ _— for the relief ol W Litam MeGarrahan and to move t 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move to dispense with the mornit Pee ter igh rene pated pie pr ager Rely cccmatancy ete 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 94, noes 56. alendar. I farther ask that the minority of the committe e have 
Tellers were demanded. leave to present their views and that they be printed with re 
The House ordered tellers; and Mr. REAGAN and Mr. SPRINGER | a as biecti 

vere ap yointed, nere \ ~ ho objection. 
The House again divide a: and there were—avyes l >, noes ais Mr. PACHEC Ps | y sent the ViCWS “ the one , =" — 
So (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the morning hour was | mittee or I rivate Land Claims on the bill just reported. 

not dispensed with. 1 he bill id nee eS were referred to the Committe th 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour not having been dispensed Whole « 1 the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying reports 


; ; : f e maioritv and mi ty lared to ha nrinte 
with the Chair will now call the committees for reports. of the Majority and mMimMorivy, ordered to VE prin 


REFUNDING CERTAIN DUTIES. | SHIP-RAILWAY ACROSS ISTHMUS OF TEHUANTEPEC, 
Mr. MORRISON, from the Committee on Ways an Means, reported | Mr. OSCAR TURNER. I ask unanit s consent to present the 


back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6746) tore- | Views of the minority of the Interoceanic Cat al Committee on the 

fund certain duties paid upon military uniforms imported by and for bill to construct a ship-railway across the Isthmus of Tehuantepe« 

the use of Company B, Sixth Regiment of Infantry, Illinois National | known as the Eads bill, and ask that the same be printed. 

Guard; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House| ‘There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

m the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be | ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
rinted. leet Slee Matai cainen s eovenaatea Mr. WARD, from the Commi tee yn Enrolled Bills, r ported that 
Mr. PHELPS. fro: eee . sii the committee had examined and 1 yund truly enrolled a of the 

a r. oEL Ss; from the Committee on W ays and Means, reported | following title; when the Speaker signed the same : 

ack, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 7141) to A bill (H. R. No. 1327) to grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizor 

amend section 3387 of the Revised Statutes, relative to the bonds to | Idaho, and Wyoming, for university purposes. 

e given by cigar manufacturers, with amendments; which was re- | Mr. ALDRICH, of Illinois, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
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é € ‘ ad ag t e 
conference « he disagree otes of the vo Hous: 
he following 
A bill (H. R. No. 1351 ho v ( ruction of a f 
r¢ a t} Pot ‘ Geor \ the ] ety ' 

i IO! | 5 
ORD OF ] INESS 

Mr COX I now call up the nit shed bus eSS 
Mr WHITTH ORNE. l rise toa pal wmentary \ 
The SPEAKER [he gentlema 1 state it 
Mr. WHITTHORNE. Would it bein order for me to 


from New a Mr. ¢ 





to allow me an oppor 


granting 


inimous conse ot e House to pass a Senate bill 
to aman who is1 trembling upon the brink of the gr 
for whose reliet ill was passed by a previous Congress and 
but a few minutes’ time of reaching the President for signat 
WARNER. There are about 2,00 such cases as that 
or the regular order! 
The SPEAKER. Theregular fi 


1 


apport ; 
Mi COVERT. The bill mak 
e Agric ultural Department is 
ie state of the 1 nion, and 
ze the mportance ol the 
Cox,] 1 do not want to jeopar 
appropriation bill I would lik 
time when his bill will be acted 

Mr. COX. I propose to call t 


oon as I possibly can. 


Mr. CONGER. Are tl 
the Committee of the 
The SPE 
ported from ttee o1 
perrae? d, retu 
agricultural appropriation bill i 
sentlenan from New York [M 
bill makes no motion in referen 
Mr. CONGER. he House o1 
mine whether or not it will 
The SPEAKER. Then some 
motion to that end. 
Mr. CONGER. I raise the 
portion ment bill in favor « rf t 
The SPEAKER. The q 
the gent] leman from ila 
the Ho © now proceed w 
ness, the apportionment | 


juestion W and 


+} . TY nT 
the mmen 


ecogni 


1eTe 


Vhole? 


the Comm 
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be ing 
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uestion of 
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order 1S the finished business 
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now 
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vdy ior ar — b y the cnet. Wil 





» bil arge of my Ollearne Mr 
lize the ‘peiltian of the agrici 
e to have my collea; 
upon 


1 
ne wre 





ous aues 
now pending bef 


civil appropriation bill has bex 
1 Appropriations and ordered to 
rned from the Printing Office. 1 
s in Committee of the Whole, but t] 
r. COVERT | who has charge 
ce to 1b. 
ight to have an opportunity to. 
yn with the appropriation b 
member of the House should 1 
ion of consideratior 
he agricultural appropriat 
consideration being rais 
[ Mr. CONGER, ] the question is, V 


consideration of the unfinis 


quest 


en 
lil 


NYpo 
uy l 





oO we 

Before the result of the vote was ann iced. 

Mr. oan R said: I would like to have the ye 
that questio! I want to see whether we ar oOo go 
appropriation pills or not. 

Mr. MORRISON. You need not worry yourself abo 
take care of the appropriation bi 

Mr. COX. I hay sno objectic n to the yeas and nays 

rhe question was taken upon ordering the yeas and 1 
were 43 in the affirmative. 

So (the aftirmative being e in one-llit ol he l 

vs el ( 

Mr. CONGER ( re that the 1 I made 

The SPEAKER. 1 centleman from Michigan [Mr. | 

est question oi onsideratio1 yainst the unfinis! 
s the apportionment bill 
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" AS UV A Homas AH YTON 
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V y rhe SPEAKER ihe stateme rccompa ! ‘ 
VAY quired by the rule | be read 

‘ vt t The ( lerk Tea 18 TOLLOWS 
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| { { a4 Wim. ¢ 

nsté ] . 1. AI ( ent > f Senate 1s vel é 

' in ré¢ f disag ent to Senate a 
( ' 6 Same la i nt t ee ct ato re il! 
’ o The : to} rm present aqui I st g 

| re I supe re t 

77 t cI : Rive ‘ ‘ V ll tl I 

ye “v . there cost to d $85.04 ‘ ( 

Q hia ALL VY OM + 7 + ‘ ¢ 
£ : ( » jyueduct on sa t ] sent, buta ) ( 
; “ow = ‘ ) ai I I ‘ er { init d mt 1 i zl les i T 
— in Senat eI t No. 2, f W this 1 substitute 
rows ( { S¢ ® an \ 1 acres tot 
wortl mer , ‘ I re Sec ta ( \\ to i t 
non ¢ ¢ ‘ et a « do 
= Rohinat G NELSON W. ALDRI( 
tender ; i |, Daniel I EPPA HUNTON 
| Thomas k 
( Lé sal \ Thomas L ' 1 T .% ‘ 43 4 > 1 ' ; * 
] Shae Mr. ROBINSON \ e gentleman from Rhode Island [M1 
s George R. Lowe \. Herr ALDRICH] explain the provision about the rights of the canal com 
Horace Masor Stari pany be ing divested at the end of six months phere Was something 
NOT VOTING- of that kind read. 

Fisher Loring Connor Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. If the canal company fails at 
né Ford Lounsbery Uverto i for six months to maintain the aqueduct as a canal, or to 
tzhoover, Fort Manni Ae poy ‘ rood repal he rights of the company are to be 
ce Fry Mars Phister I | 





son, D. P. determined. 





yman Hammond, John McCool Richarc 



































wer Haskell McKenzic Robeson Mr. ROBINSON, How ewe the } to take awav vested 
Henry McLan Russell, William A. | rights of the company, if there are any 1at seems to be implied. 
Calkins, Hort Mills, sawyer, Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. In the first place, the company 
1 Hou Mitche Shallenberger J Cs : a ae that Cind + a es ra eae : 
ark, Alwah A. Hutchins Mortor Singleton, Jame s W | iS vO Ot nve Vy to the t ue al LALES & 3 rnts, vested Ol erw 1Sé 
ow gill James Mure Tucker, 1D the bridge and « inal. 
Crapo Joyce Newberry, ‘ in Aernan Mr. ROBINSON. Is that provided 
Errett Keifer oe Willits Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. It is. 
=o monn ; : Cane . ‘ Mr. ROBINSON. Probably I overlooked that provisio! When a 
So the House determined to proceed with the ex nsideration of the ‘ 1} is read ] and read piecemeal. i ymetimes 
finished business, hard to understan 1 
ae Sewage SU aoeemes pees were Sunouneed ; Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. ‘The whole can be read together 
Mr. OVERTON with Mr. SAWYER, to! two hours. Mr. ROBINSON. I ask that the bill be read as a whole. It is an 
Mr. Kerrer with Mr. MANNING, FOF Une peep oer ‘ ' important measure, not only because of the amount of money con 
Mr. Bay NE with Mr. Frost, on all political questions until further coatadl hich atin diem ahaihie eateeiend 
re Moline with Me T ie. Mr. ALDRICH, of Ri shts of all the 
5 ae : a a parties concerned are ft 
Mr. CABELL with Mr s 1 , The SPEAKER. The it wi if 
Mr. PHISTER with M nassed in the form ac Litte 
Mr. ROBESON. As h the gentleman from Ken- | * The Clark reed = hilt onsen od to be amended. 
cky (Mr. McK NZIE] on pX litic il questions, perhaps I ought not Mr. ROBINSON. Iam content with that 
ve voted on this question. 1 withdraw my vote. Mr. CONGER. There is in this bill a provision preventing thi 
FREE BRIDGE OVER POTOMAC RIVER. payment of any of © money appropriated until ] ins and speciti 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I rise to submit a report fro) tions for a new bridge are made. There is ar provision direct 
he committee of conference on I » bill No. 1381. ing the Secretary of War to make surv: d examination 1 
The Clerk read as follows: site of a new bridge, which must be s mewhat <pensive ] vO 
rhe committees of conference « : otes of the two H on | Prov ein te The Sec ry of War in I Lo 
ne 01 No. 1321) to authorize t < the bi aire >In r ¢ pe ( forbidde » iT 
r n ¢ 3 the Pot od at or! r Geo! town 1 the it all I Y of the 1 
ct ¢ mee, at ad orene Ave agreed to Mr. HUNTON I think the gentl Lista All t 
See ae ee nae eee eee eys pro n t vill will be: e Engineer ¢ 
: ‘ nent No. 1, ant re ) ( the Ar rt re , t tarv of W , 
Nek 5 °; a za : a ‘ ; : : Mr. SPARKS 1 de of the Ha cannot | i 
C “ny rae : , ee he ge n f Virg » [ Mr. HUNTON] is sayin 
brida provided fe } ( ‘ ( ec! f War M HUNT i 1 l 6 gentieman irom Mi 
on, } cre r the Px Ri take rf P y conflict in the ‘ 
( be] ( é { t u ( rT? Mr. SPARKS I ( I »>provic 
fas mav | e ‘ ‘ Dpror lbyt M HUNTON, y 
:; reto red t Mr. SPARKS. I wish to inquire whereit 
Ur ed © T \ - ] f the | . ites { on ‘ » di ers ? a ed b thy HI ‘ 
th cht to sa tiaved Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. I V vlerial i 
I cl ¢ ( 1 ch to « end | bill as passed the H e provide ran expend re ¢ 
; es } . ~ I . ls ‘ d On : 140 ia t ce! nol a ne v | I { as Wwe rrOpo 
tu t the a wiraet n tach eat ( ae amena I ives U! Secretary of \ i verto 
i be ( as the Secretary of War 1 i l i} ‘ t< 6 aque bri at ay Ce ed r my 0 
tv to the United States ¢ Distt ot | i i rther py Mr. SPARK What 1s t] stated in the « 
th : es On t ct ; cl t : i co , and wl 3 the mount stat » conlerence report 
iid qued t at their wn auniaae 01 time for 1 ace of ; ; Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Does the gentlemar vin 
( S they shali f o ( u : ‘ t rhe Cal or fail to senate amendment or in tl nlerence report 
pu on and repai Lime the ill use t Mr. SPARKS. I mean the conterence report. 
ae on : nal compal Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Eighty-five tl na ¢ ar 
d aq ‘ee phe poll itr tien Sineratene at _ The amount named S e amendment =~ lor aright 
an to to use he piers ort t riage ] the contere! report provide 





Mr. SPA] 
that amounta 
part of the 
ALDRIK 
SPARKS 


1lormation 








SPEAKE! 
| to the floor 
CLYMER 
»SPEAKER. 


Mr. CLYMER took the chair as Speal 
Mr. FINLEY. I 
majority of the House prefers to ta 
it farther debate 
is the desire of the 


n from New Yor! 


question when ‘and now. M1 
order that the ¢ 


s previous q 





the passage of 


Mr. COX 





The SPEAKER ) 


up the hour to which he 
to this matter 
tatements the I 
all sides to bring the matter to : I therefore call the prey 


i amendments. 


mon the passage of th 


Mr. ANDI] 


Mr. CONGE]I 


members cou 
tainly do n« 
will take a vote 

Mr. CONGER. 
entlemen bave proposed to< 
Lad 3 o opportuni 


re that oppor 





Mr. CONG 


Satisiactory, 


n this side 
g ourselves in regard to this bill 
l 1 we expected to ] 
ed its session late into the evening. 

understand 
\ satisfactory to him 
Mr. HAZELTON., 
. CONGER 


not say that. 
I say proceeding with the debate 











tory, but I am not authorized to say at what time we are pre . 
. . . piep t 


come to a vote. 
Mr ( Ox. We are nearing the end of the session. 
Mr. CONGER. That is the reason why I desire to tak 


and go on with it 





itil we have an opportunity to consult 
Mr. COX. State Legislatures are in session—twenty-odd—as 
that this measure be passed. Even Ohio with a repub] can Le 
ture is begging for it [hey wish to fix their districts. I thin); 
uld be cri sponsible unless we do something pr 
before we adjourn 
Mr. ¢ ONGER. I know the rentlemen in the Le Y iwlures a 
1s to have this bill reached, but I also know that severa 
f the people of the United States are anxious to have the agi 
ural bill passed. If my motion had prevailed we could go on y 
the agricultural bill this afternoon, and to-morrow we yw 


been ready to go on with the other matte 
Mr. COX. The agricultural bill will not take an hou 
objects to 1t. 


Mr. CONGER. Let us have a vote on now 
( 


Mr. COX. I propose to go onwith this bill. I hav 
ifter very much trouble. So far as Iam concerned ] 


+} 


devate to go on this alt 


Mr. CONGER. There is nothing to prevent the gentlema) fr 





~~ A i i 
¢on. Let the debate goon this afternoon and then to-n 
n talk about taking a vot 
COX, notice tothe gent in and his friends t 
] | or Satu i I ille¢ ll the pre LIS ¢ 1estio W 
suit them 
Mr. HAZELTON You » beginning to talk all rig 
r.CONGER. Yes, I think that is amiable. 


Mr. COX. I wi x the time for voting at Friday at thre 

Ir. HAZELTON. Friday is private-bill day and we do 1 
rfere with that 

The SPEAKER pro tempr The gentleman from New York 








-i 2 ? + + r) +1 y } Y 
remark to whie ti attention of the gentleman from M 


should be called. 

Mr. CONGER. I should like to hear it. 

Mr. COX. Iunderstand gentlemen around me here to sa 
republican party will have a caucus this evening to consult in ref 
ence to this matter. Now, I think they are entitled to some privil 
on this bill in their consultation. Therefore I will not dema 
previous question this afternoon, but I would like gentlemen to des 
ignate some time either Friday or Saturday when thy 
interpose any dilatory motions or filibuster, but come dire 

ste upon the bill 

Mr. CONGER. Except for the offensive word which tl 

] 1 


man bas used, I 


which republicans never allow themselves t 
the word caucus, I would have no objection to the gent 
statement. What I said was that we desire to consult about it. N 
if the gentleman from New York will allow the debate to go o 
afternoon I shall ask at the proper time, as we are to have 
business of the District of Columbia, that p 
a little earlier than the usual time I will move that the House ta 


lave the privilege of ¢ msult ng ana ¢ 





iting together on this question. 
Mr. MORRISON. And holding a cancus. 
Mr. COX. Cannot the gentleman fix some time now whe! 
ne to a vote upon this bill? 
Mr. CONGER. We cannot very well do that now for the reas 
‘ i ates’ “ial 1 


x ? J » p ‘ — 
ed, that we desire to have a conference abou 


lave stat 


After that, however, after we shall have determined what cour 


actio ve will pursue, I will say to the gentleman from New } 





RIS, of Virginia. That is right 


Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I shall therefore, in the 


from the gentleman upon the other side, fix th 








direct staten 


at twelve o’clock on Saturday, when I give notice that I will ca 


uestion upon this bill and amendments. That, I imagu 


prev ous ¢ 
will give gentlemen on the other side ample opportunity to rea 
conclusion as to their wishes in reference to it. 

Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I was entirely satisfied to come t 
directly on this bill and without further debate. I believe it 

h of a majority of the House to do so; but at the same time ¢ 
publican friends on the other side indicate an evident disposit 
to have further debate upon it. That being the case, I propose 1 
upy a brief portion of the time of the House in discussing t 

and kindred questions which grow out of it. 
Che debate on this bill, Mr. Speaker, has furnished a wide field] 
the study of human nature. If any one will take the pains to go ¢ 
the various speeches which have been made upon it they will dis 
cover, with one or two exceptions, that every gentleman who has d 
cussed this measure has taken pains to assure the House and the c 
try that all he wanted was a fair, just, and equitable apportionm 
bill, one in which he did not desire to gain any personal, partisan, 0! 
] ize whatever. That has been the statement made o! 

1g this discussion. But this fact will be discovered, if y‘ 

llow that statement out, that before the member gets through 
his remarks he will be advocating a number of members in this 4] 
portionment that will redound to his advantage either in a partisa 
sense or to his State. , 

Now, I propose to be just as candid as to the incentive which inu 
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ences me in regard to this bill. I say that I want nothing but a fair, | numbers as shown by the late census returns. The Eas Sta 
‘ost. and honest apportionment. But, Mr. Speaker, I am also free to | would gain an advantage over the » West and Sout ent 
imit that if there is any advantage to arise from this bill I am | as the number advocated by the minority, 31 
nartisan enough to want to have it for my own party. Whatever If 307 umb presenta I 
isclaimer gentlemen may make, it comes to this: that each gentle- | entitled to 91.13; the South gets one hundred 
in is seeking to obtain an advantage either for his State or party. | Tare ey ee East h -_ apo SS, and the I z 
Now, let me give an instance. The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. | conivalent t ; Setind wetanenbed’ ol a 
CALKINS, ] in his speech the other day, called attention to the speech enta ) 24,122 peor epre 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SHERWIN] who represents t! presentatir » 106,1 eople 
ority of the committee. He said: = 8 UO OF & hep! CALIVE, CQUIVAIENE CO ¥,089 
[ will quote a sentence here from the very a peech of tl ntleman fro: Mr. Speaker, I was surprised to see—I will not say ] 
I {Mr. SHERWIN,] which IL assert has not been controverted | in entlema Lor l is yt ) I was ) y To seet}t i | alisCcuss 2 
ocates a lower ratio as a basis of representation than that advocated by | afforded another opportunity for our republican f1 
I say, therefore, the statement he made must be take confessed 1 oy ra oe } 4] 1 4 a. 
tis that statement? I have it here, and 1 the old wor it crusade against the democratic party So 
‘ I had op ind I have heard ot! members of the co te ‘ 
[e then proceeds to read } press the hope, that this bill would be discussed on its merits ne 
: the basis of 301 the certainly democratic St und that our republican friends for once would abstain from x 
er States a gain of two Upon a basis of 311 the democ tic States ive a net vilify ng, and tr rdu ing the democratic party in the South but the 
of twelve and the other States have a net gain of six. On a basis of 319 debate had scarcely begun before the tlood-gates of abuse were op 
And that is the one the gentleman advocated and the old story of bulldozing, intimidation, and fraud was rehas 
certainly democratic States have a net f thir t ot State by our re publican triends 
a net gain of thirtee1 The gentleman from Indiana [{ Mr. CALKINS] took occasion to object 
And the gentleman from Indiana proceeds to sa to the passage at this time of this or any other measure making ar 
Now. if you will read that to any fair-minded man and ask hin of the apportionment, and gave as a reason that the enumeration in Sout 
sis right, he would not hesitate long to decide in favor of the basis of 319 Carolina was excessive and fraudulent He said he did not belie, 
Now, Mr. Speaker, to any one who has not examined this question | ! had been fairly taken, and at great le ngth undertook to show that 
closely that proposition looks very fair and plausible, but it isseem- | 12 taking the enumeration in South Carolina there had been ft 
ing only. That gentleman advocates a basis of 319; and he knowsas | Committed 
well as I know, and as well as evé ry gentleman who advocates that I hold in my hand the report of Mr. Walker, Superintendent of the 
number knows, that by the passage of a bill fixing that as the num- | Census, [ wiil print as a part of my remarks a portion of it, in whi 
ber the \pesmeere and republican States make a net gain of six mem- he calls the attention of the country to the fact that two of the en 


bers. Now, let usseeif I amright. Whileit is true that on a basis | Merators out of three in South Carolina were republicans, of kno 
of 319 the net losses and gains are equal as compared with the pres- | Standing as such, while the other was a democrat, a man of unin 
ent number, yet as compared with 311 the Northern States gain six, } Peat hable integrity. Hesent experts, republican experts, to the Stat 




















and that gain is strictly a republican gain. of South Carolina for the purpose of fully investigating the quest 
Let us see how it is. The population of the United States, exclud- | Of fraud, and he is fair enough now to say in this report that tl 
ing the Territories, is as follows: The North has a population of | Was no fraud, that the census was honestly taker Let me read a 
30,865,390 ; the South has a population of 18,504,204. Now, if we dis- word or two of what he says on it subjec It o clear that I an 
regard the fractions and give to each section the number it would be | 4Stonished that the gentleman from Indiana would attack that cen 
entitled to regardless of fractions the North would have about thirty- | 5US alter reading it He says: 
one Representatives to every eighteen that the South would get, | The extraordina s reported in certain of t unties of South Care 
making a fair division. And according to numbers the preponder- ras ae it = a it w a aa : ; Sas a el be . nd _ — - oe te 
ance ot the North overthe South would be seventy-seven exactly. | during the t : since 1870 by i zation, either from foreign cout 
I have made a fair computation. The North, according to its popu- | from oth the Union. ‘W ) advantage from im ) 
lation regardless of the fractions, is entitled to just seventy-seven | Was not tan old State « Line popu ’ 
more Representatives than the South. But take 319 as the numbe1 mee : of t] Shah ae ee Tr aes ponies 
of Representatives and the North gets eighty-one of a preponderance. | crossly defective in regard to the whole of the State or some , part 
Take 319 as the number and it will give two hundred to the North | thereof, or else that the census of 1880 was fraudulent. The cet migh 
and one hundred and nineteen to tre South, which would be a pre- | ave been defective in a high de gree without fraudulent intention, throug a the 
ponderance of eighty-one, six more than the North would be actually | ye ene a e rat sulati ee ae ae ; obs oe ft a 
entitled to. nah oa tied commie tier eanntehirt . port 4% ba 
Let us take it on another basis. IL devote this time now to this phase ten at length on the schedules, with ila ws I irds a 5 
of the question because some of our republican friends advocate this | 2@tivity, eccupat 7 Spans Ay 2 , — 
number 319. The minority of the committee has reported in favor of | “Ss MUSE P° OF Phe nature OF & conscious ane purposed er 
it. Every gentleman, I think, (I may be mistaken as to one,) on that Mr. Walker detailed Mr. Henry Gannett as special agent to inves 
side of the House has advocated 319 as the number, protesting all the | gate the taking of the census, anc t \ttorney-General instructe 
time that they are in favor of a just and fair apportionment, and at the United States marshal of South Caro to co-operat th 3 
the same time charging the democratic side of the House with seek- | @20nett In the work of investigatio 
ing to gain an unfair apportionment in behalf of the South, yet ad- opea oM ; of the work accomplished by Mr. Ga > oP 
vocating a number that gives an unfair advantage of six in favor of | ¢2t Walker sa 
the Northern republican States. With 319 as the total number, the Mr. Gannett left Wa zton on the ith of Sep M 
East would get ninety-five Representatives, while it would be en a J arnt . the Most Capaoi ; : : 
titled only to ninety-four and sixty-nine hundredths of a Represent- | under t 
ative; the South would get one hundred and ei; shteen, whileit would | It appears that Mr. ¢ ett visite ties of South ¢ 
be entitled to nearly one hundred and nineteen; the West would get | ties wh! tr linary ico I und { 
ninety-seven, while it would be entitled to ninety-seven and thirty- | 2¢ Of 2/00 Cbumerabion Misthioes Un eae oF bese enumeration ¢ 
two hundredths; and the Pacific slope would get nine, while it would | States off a tines In general, thes were | 
be entitled to eight and thirty-eight hundredths. Hence the East | vouched for t ted States ma f the judicial dist ( 
woulk d get an excess of thirty-one hundredths of a Representative, or | "Mes collector pees Serrano t only ‘ — 
47,97 17 represented twice, and the Pacific slope an excess of sixty-two | };..5 onda eee io . 
hundredths of a Representative, or J5,954 people represented twice, | as to put ) t l 1 
which is an excess taken off the South. was gro ondly, that the e« ( 
It gives a gain to Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, New York, and | Wel! ken. 1 Mame did anything appear Walch bo 
Ohio, all re publican States, but gives a gain of but one Representa- | oes Bag Ay Bape, omy eye ah 
oe to a Southern democratic State, and that is the State of Ken- | the great extent o South Carolina township 
tucky, hundre i en two undred Lal ! In 
The bill of the committee fixing the number of Representatives at | °°"! _ a) Denes 6 cane a 
311, while it may be objectionable i in some points, has this to be said | 7 aot eas . ‘ : dian seieanel Mr Ganee 
forit: It leaves fewer unrepresented fractions than any other number, to the fair of the tenth census in So l 
perhaps, that has been namedorcan be named. Butitis evident to me, @X18 tor suspecting that evond t , 
Mr. Speaker, from the disposition I see on the other side of the House Ee ~ ! ain over t epo ted pop I pe 
that a bill cannot be passed in this House >that will give to the Sonth . po n non thé os al ition of | 
either an advantage or a full equality. Ido not believe a bill ce: lent within that State, and conn 
pass this House that will give the democratic States a fair eau ‘lity republican party. Of one of the’ Pride) Hon. D 
With the republican States. Iam willing, asa fair compromise, how- Pe eee iwitha Stat 
ever, in the event that the bill of the committee cannot and does not | ay pt —t ‘ #58 ma eon ie siness affairs, with habits of accuracy and 1 ic 
pass, to take 307 as the number; and I will say here that 307 makes are of great value. Heisa yuthern republican, a ver of part 
the preponderance of the North over the South exactly 77, n ersity as well as in pr rit A A Good Citizer : An, aD 
If we should adopt 307 as the number of Representatives, we would a goon b ii asi camer’ - = moderate democrat. ise , ' or 


apportion the Representatives among the States nearly ac cording to 
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nections and standing; a man of culture and 1 
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\ cs ‘ Mr. FINLEY ! do not yield for a spee 
‘ > 6 
I! l ‘ é I KEIFER ihe gentier | Ow state t 
| ‘ , e] is a ivie Case Whe! wa l a Lwo in threater 
ane it she pre ot have anything turther to do wit 
' e marital way if he voted the democra et. [1 
| there was ol 
4 x 5 { + 
} fr. FINLEY. ] S \ speaker, iL | S the iT 
I ‘ ozing I eve eard « Lb I int to say to my eco 
‘ tly ‘ t l ar ais Ss yr that contested ( ise except { ' 
7 ; { rpose of sho or i the u 1\dation, fraud, and 
_ } ] } : } 7 
, d. 9 isecdl was rv the ¢ red people iwalnst their own race to pI 
. hn . I 
S t the Nort t them from voting the democratic ticket. I furthermore fon; 
; ' ‘ ~ it ele se Ol olored preacher who wanted to v ite the democer; ic t 
“meee 
ere eT yu is 
tha ‘ ‘ | ‘ ( N t | 
‘ hhiy 
| ‘ é ) ‘ ‘ f 
Philip J 
{ ) 
] e! I CO 
hie é é } ) e | ( l 34a part e 
e 4 { tio e i I st i ( 
t ‘ ra ‘ on i et i 
ener ere Lie ) 
} ey ’ 4 ao follows 
. A ua t i y 
~! ‘ Ow | ) i ] j é 
‘ é the e busec ur ‘ ‘oe ti ; 
e@ « ntr ( ( th scarce word of reply, whe Oo. D ‘ ‘ Alachua Cour | it an elect 
( 4 i < aone 1 partisan } I t t ua D ‘ ‘ 4 I ber 0 I For 
i+ +} I 
} ‘ 0 ( é rthel ea ( 
‘ i i ous expressio i Lu 3 ore Arredor 
i e! rr » vw ontinued abuse, would be pu oe regist 
! . 
‘ e Ne Ln¢ sed ’ st ther irainst the Ti . 
(>) \\ i ) ri ‘ 
} ell irt to increa Set ona i I by Because 1 con! t ] h ‘ < a 
a I ‘ e | et é ( did we » é 
( ‘ ‘ ( is ‘ isldot t l ive Tresorte l int f 0 it ti et, i h i 
. ' tryyr \ T i 
' é carr’ @ ¢ ons Nor " Ir. Hu 
| y | 
i t | 
l est f Oo 0 i | } the « 
' t iracter v¢ ild } e the people of e | ( W ‘ ) ) t ket F 
) ar ‘ 3 due » these tle ‘ 
} ’ t < bec 5 » el 
lve asa en vit ] 1} ‘ ‘ nd ‘ ‘ ¢ nN I « g 
ré ‘ ‘ ‘ l té é ( ] I thevt 4 f , 
the that s cont ed stateme f fy l viol O. ¥ ) 
eir le ties false evel articular A. Xe 
; ; j V ¢ é ) 
I ] l ( pe ea ’ Ke ell A 1 ty > a0 
‘ " ‘ it ha é \ jew days id i ( ‘ et of ept Edw P 
‘ ‘ tested-« us f Bis Y Hi \ t i ra ) 
Ho gente Mr. I and NI BISBEE. I ‘ that th ould p any of them 
| ¢ fama ¢ t 
= { le lo efore @ ¢ ) ) 
e on t ‘ Mi ) ( ym Ohio [Mr. K iS ; > , 
a ( t ted democra t 
i 1 ( ( t i I KE} \ seat \ 
é Mr FINLEY I now ( 1 to the desk the aeposition o . 4 
s 20 other co ed light that 
< ] e ] ) stig é I Ciler ead i 
‘ra Ol ei } 
I | a } vorn. ¢ follows. to wit 
{ + i 
4 ‘ p p ) yr. if i ; cupa i I ler Mad 
' oO ) ( er. 1872 
, I ur I 
‘ I for ¢ 
( ‘ r ( x ad m 
a it efe} ‘ | » A ( ( \ 
I | \ ima 
> 
A de 
~ ‘\ T ere ‘ 
af . at ; i 
‘ ed I $ i 
( ( t yy the ¢ ‘ wnd W it 
L LO ekin mm 
( ‘ me na e | ) 
‘ t ere ind f \. 4 i al 5 A pl to the election 
tt ) I ig t election, W 
. ac ‘ Ss { j ‘ 3 to den rat t t that el mn, t 
4 ‘ 
wna 5 i ul stra nd gma 1 used toward 1 
I ; er dit : Q »] he me of tion L w 
: . ’ l prior tot mand prio t 1OW 
ur t , ya I 
, ‘ . u itt ) to te t l I ct t. t I 
1 ‘ . ¢ r patrons t t the 
eons t j ) ad ( i egro: Lw vlso pI ibed and i 
; \ = T ( T } | ‘ 
‘ rh ns | = . 
( y } l 1oO! ( I 4 } 
\ ‘ ete 
‘ t ‘ tT ? 
< ores ] \ ‘ ‘ aeay er \ ! 
1 ‘ lt ( $ ed me ) ‘ . t radi 
( l ‘ essa I or 
‘ st CS I } 17 ec tT ely tf nO ? } 
ha price ves at 18 ] ; \ that a mob of colored women wert ng over to whip you 
t a d voters to vote the den ra { e Question objected to for all the reasons stated in the foregoing to the 
: rH] 
‘ .huil i ‘ eague W 1] Chess.) 
4 T ; ‘ +} 
\ ( ul ed to1 I on if as the 
M NLE\ ( question, certainly ( er . child 
. FIFE] a ae » kee from teaching that 01 ng their « lrer 
’ i a nara t ) oO! ‘ ) ‘ . 
‘ i i - \ uo OC iS Ta a ob and w p? a 
eller ( si j | ( KO LO KNOW OT The Tiel i ( ©. W é ou treated t 8 Way 
as ng to ta state ‘ \ Ss S the foregoing 
BULIE I cause i ( Cr 
— r ry wail J 1 a . 2. ° ’ . . —rT 17 4 } } 1. 3 7 tions 
Mr. FINLEY. The gentleman will find ou v very few minut Mr. FINLEY. I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read the deposit 
Mr. KEIFER. Very well; but let me suggest— lof F. P. Patterson, D. H. Blythewood, Thomas J. Blalock, all of the 
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same county of Madison, all showing intimidation and violence on J 
nart of the colored people of that s on aga their ow! t : l ‘ x 1 ‘ 
: ea + - +} + + | ( Wil 5 
prevent them from voting the democra ket. If the san i y. ir ni ; é 
Bos 1 Ro Tl ine } 1} ‘ = } 47 ay" a “1 (+) \ Phot 5 i A i 8 OF y eSk “ 
lation and violence had een usec by the rhites toward the } . * C 
, } eae oa | pe 
red voters to prevent then oting the repul an ticket, it would | 0. Did : : a 
1] +} + ’ + +} ¥ , , if 4 
ven blazed over the country as a great southern outrag i | ( \ 
+4 2 } 1 ¢ 
wl } l lldo ing ont eB ¢ } c ) ‘ é «} ut eT J Y 7 
° . i i ot st ( ( 
ken of Even my colleague, [} K ) d charg | oat 
’ 
Vr. BISBEE’S case, and w must have t é did1 
cle tl S c¢ red rey I y é Oo! i l 
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( CT re at ‘ ( Ws é 2 k 
} I 
‘ ) { \ 
| Oo Ww 
{ Frat 2 | f } 
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er since 18 ‘ 
VI ( ere ou ¢ ( i i 
t f Ma I 
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Did ‘ ( ‘ ‘ é : 
3 on t i t 
\ 5 I S ea 
4 y { et ( n j t ¢ } r not 
ng ts i g ca i elect ot} 
} hel | ait 
0) distributing a n | ) { pre " ft 
ected to by cont 3 ¢ I San ct 
\ Chey were distributing republican ticket } . 4 - 
In your opinion were their acts « lated conserve the pea and it ‘ fy 0 ‘ . oi 
ness and impartiality at the electior QO i did not the ted Stat ; on 4 ‘ ‘ 
Ouestion objected to as it aterial, ant ecause tl 0 | ion a my 351] I ic] iat da 
witness are not legal « ee luest ‘ { 
A. I think the election w a ee! eter and a larger ll | ’ | : 
} had not been disturbed . . ‘ hn 4 : bad 
©. Did you see or know of any colored n or woman at ng tol ler an} 7 on obies a on ’ dine 
olored man fr 1 voting the de rat ticket on that di ) Tes li l \ thir ‘ t nd ar ; ‘ 
I other species of intimidat I w . 
QCmuestion ¢ cted to « the oul that ee! i of oO A ' f : ' thir 
] : } : ; 
of testin contesté I and 18 lrreievant, Noble A. Hu st anv we } ‘ | ' and 
( the ( the gre d that persuasion imidation.) j , , 
; ; i 
A. I saw one woman ft n band to the poll rene , t ’ hicl 
re l e voted ‘ i t The womer | ’ ket ‘ 4 
na 2 Oo I ‘ ) 4 
‘ I t ard “ 1} -_ 1} t ote ) I t of those 
der r ‘ ‘ ] ‘ j ma ‘ of the ' ‘ ard 
I I | to Mr. H tl . 0 gavecall walane 
} that « ) { i told | ditlerent 
H. Bythewood, a witne ! teste ( rn, t t for fear of t 5 
j 
0 » W . I Sf 
i j l . 
\ ri < } < « ence 1 I { i 
M D.Il.1 > : . ; . 
( pla oO S 1 
I ( ] ‘ MI 
2” , af ¥ 
Mr, FINLI Mr. Sneaker, I ) ( to be 
n held day of November, 18 read testimor three other wit D | County in tha 
vher Ho I d Ne A. i ver : ’ ; 
a : , : : , ; - state , T l ‘ | hit thil ti i ‘ ute elect ‘ 
t € ) I 4 t Olid 1 If 4 > . . 
is : 30m I Llom 1] I ry hel thi: 
pre ‘ i tl ‘ mo ‘ fro larve mass < tl 
r = y oat ( I r, a rf tO pl I ( 0 Il have tak { 
I was; as inspector A 
1) ; l t rele 5 Ol sout @ ¢ red ( 
Did ye any deputy U1 S ( ne i 
sucl If so predol ‘ t uti irineipally confined to 
j . 
n objec d to as 4 t é ) ree ed ( ) } ) iro t 
: r per re I ‘ ) dey States | . fo 
lhe badges a ras < I 1 I . : 
meas Thomne TT {cK | a) . » not 
4 ‘ DD 3 | tle ( 
| or] either of ese deputy | S ) ‘ nV al sid f ‘ 
on ¢ ( »as in te ) a ( ( ( 
8 3 an re no ( » appr ( est of tl 
be" } , 
ly ucts it ‘ ‘ ‘ | ] 
‘ them did B M »] I 
1 did not the t ‘ ( 
kind \ ) 
) as to oO. \ oe 
One of t did , ! | iB 
Were t of t 1 ae ¢t ‘ ‘ 
ceable elect | i 
objected to fe ( . ay | 
opinions and 1 ‘ ; t f f 
nfined t ( there ee med from 
I 1 Bradl ‘ ad ‘ é vi \ 
lt whet! ) ‘ One? the f Burke : 
l te < I i ad} : 
t vot 
i I ‘ ) ‘ + I ’ 
z ration t I ) ) I ' 
cted to asi i 0 ) rT | ! { 
A is about twelve nk | I er I it n f « 
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\ } i 
‘ Wi t eLection was r ou i ‘ d 
transmit to the prope officer Pe 
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‘ r 
¥ al yt cke I calle na 
} + 
se and I m prote The to g 
do wit I told them I i 80 it 
ng i he repeated agair \ got »v 
dep el [ W ( Mr. Carter « 
Ml 4 
at : : 
Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Speake er ( 
I I To rthe pre ] ce aga stthne Ss tha to a1 
7 } + + 
he po ( 3] el een Slo » ObseE tha } 
} ‘ ; } . hh? } + 
dices of the Nor ‘ ‘ ( roug ly stories < t 
tram ne ( So md here tore ey” ha 
é t ‘ Se ¢ means <« perpet i r Pow At ‘ 
4 } : } 1 
Ss eve ‘ ( in Ws, T Ss que ) S 





‘ 
‘ 
{ 
i ( 
1 y 
- i 
hat will we say of a ma ) lll write, and of a part 
] li} ? +1 , vy) , , + 
circulate an infamous Iibeion the people of one section of the 
I I 
order to poison and prejudice the! is of ) simp 


1 perpetuate political power 


iemen iro Lhat state 





‘ gy in the district where the writer of e Fool’s Er 
the principai events o1 his book iat there is not b particle 
nt § tement ot the supposed events which he describes: t 
ich state of affairs as he describes ever existed there; that 
col he describes the most at: 
ra and colored peopl } 
ree iceable terms, and that ne 
ra racticed, and that the col 
l political freedom enjoys 


me that Judge Tourge: 
at section for many years, was elected to the oftice of judge « 
enjoyed the same s 
se did, and that his book i 


the people among whom he lived 
’ 


“AaTS, 











~ yu y, and whose hospitality he enjoyed. 
Mr. Speaker, I do not know Judge Tourgee. I do knov 
tlemen from North Carolina with whom I have converse 
sno them to be gentlem«s nh whose vera ity I would not dou! 
moment, and for one I take no stock in the Fool’s Errand | 3 
inswer to the statements in that book is to be found in a parag 
] ) l 1 a paper a day or two ce, to the effect ha J g 
lourgee was about to rm his old home in North ¢ 
take up his pern t residence ther 
- e time since I noticed going rounds of the pressas 
tot effect that one Mrs. Ellen Ca l, a norther1 1d 
employed as superintende of the North Carolina dea 
ind blind stitute, ha bee clist rged trom ber positio! 8 
pl te lett vat 1 in Massachusetts she had spok 
Fool’s Ex Las being at ricture of southern societ ] 
t] fol ‘ il t ( cit iti ( r¢ i,ot dat Di 
= { { ) ‘ i 
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Mr. Syne the foreg x ‘ i a idespread cil 
throu l co try i Las f ] rw has never bee 
dicte ever has read and credited the tales told 
Errand would take the foregoing as further contirmation of 1 
‘ ‘ +} ‘ Paw + + ley 

oler spirit of southern society. Having curiosity to kno 
much truth there was in this statement, I got my friend from No 


a, Mr. Davis, to writ 


Caroli » and ascertain the true facts in the cas 
In reply to his inquiries, the governor of North Carolina, Hon. Tho 
J. Jarvis, and Mr. Gudger, principal of the deaf and dumb institut 


rote Mr. Davis that Mrs. Campbell, in the first place, was not supe! 
tendent of the institution, but wasemployed to give lessons In cooking 
that she filled that position for about four months to the satisfaction 0! 


want 


the board; that at the close of the session in June, 1330, sit en 
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\ with the understanding tha M IE SENATI 
structions in October; that 
Mr. Gudger, saying that she could not , 1 the Senate, by Mr. Burcu, its Secretary, announced 
t of ill health, and asked to have her tim the adoption of the conference report on the disagreeing votes of the 
done. On the 22d of November she again tw » He - Ss on the bill H. R. } LAK appropriat s fo 
h prevented her returi ng 1d asked to be th naval service for the tisca Cua ~ t iss2 Lor 
( The board met and consented to acc } othe purpos . . 
equested, Which fact was communicated to her, an: eply to which | it further announced the adoption ol Une rt or t 6 
; rote the principal, Mr. Gudger, thanking the board for thei _e. ' 1 Senge ee wo Houses on the } 
ess, expressing her kindest regards towart the friends with H. R. No. 6613 naking er ee BOE ar a diplo 
had been associated j erewith print as part of my re matic 8 : ” © Government tor the year « J insy 
etter of the governor, etters of Mrs. Campbell. Or PUFPOSEs. : 
. el no ced the ad 1On OL the report i ft ( tae 
\ ( ] \ oft conte! ( th disagreeil r votes of the tw » Hous I 
I H. R. No. 6730) making appropriations for the curr 
a ye ; : ne mt LT rey t} gent expenses of the Indian Department, and for ful eat 
s pom! gc rele. ren oe 7 the asylum | stipulations \ rious Indian tribes, for the vear enc 
‘ du ! the I 1 COC \ did w l . z 
I nd } ( ! ‘ N It further announced that the Senate sted upon its ame 
I alee che wre M Gu 27 heal af “5° ot he ] o the | | CH. R. No. 3785) gra ing an increase of pension | . 
v + noch t she 7 not c : 4 a ked I Ha a ( t by the House of Representatives, a i 
1 ‘ eC! ( \ Lhe conle S \ ti I ‘ I disagree ney Votes « Line 
Novembe ( vo House Wituers, Mr. DAvis of I 
\ . 29 18 and Mr. Kirkwor onferencs par 
ih ore oP ! ere T Gnd I ‘ PRIATION BI 
] I { red . ur M1 LUBLBEI ( ( \) { rr 
1 ‘ ‘ ( 1 ! eaking dow an an pep < Ke (H.R. No. ( naa 
I ol 1 certail 0 cf appropl e pa f lid ns of 
‘ I ‘ | ele 1 from I ement \ ‘ the U1 N { ( ‘ I j | I 
na it S por: t ‘ er strol v ‘ oi ‘ mar fa - . ' ; “ei ’ 
os ‘ ‘ ; i i ie it I he elf] ; dt ¢n) ies ao ada ‘ \ e laid é i ) 1e¢ ) the 
ONMENT ¢ REI ATIV 
ELEN CAMPBELI Mr. ROTHWELI i ‘ hites l »t ‘ re 
( North Carol Mr. ST! 
; ; — Mr. STEEL! Mr. Speaker, no rm \ | ( 
( ( 5 \ otified titution without concludi that 1 ers, andy eTs were 
( et 0 t 3 regarded by the fathers as the proper foundation f distribution 
‘ 4 N 1s of Repre itatives amo! t States Certainly pt » tl wiop 
Mire. M seiiainilabiaeah tter and tot tion of the fourteenth amendmer vhich those State States, 
etic cau which are the theme of many an apparent pat itterance on this 
f 1} ( tters at pray call upon oor, took no part, no such ide is voters ever entered the head of 
os , , 3 ther any one who even claimed for himself t] pos 1 ol ( lla of 
HELEN CA » Even after its adoptio imbers constituted the 
. Sasi Mav. 1820 edaaeims ion OL representation, to be rid i whel State 
: ‘ it . ran eases ps the right of sufi or any other cause t crime 
‘ not of the people « ( oli f at s a ontend I mean no inte { ul other 
of J gh ¢ her i ‘ here. While here she han that done by a State t] of legis 
a b da a was treated | ve She never rec vod the fourteenth amendment, as to reduce rep 
"1 < ae 2 . p ca é 1 a. Camnbel ; ne aoe he conduct of ten, ora L ousand } I 
t and tl it ende I ybserved that he icatic urchasi 
eI 4 extension I of absence on t of her ill he ing the right 
be a 7 ae Tt a = ae a f tl oo Err - swritt } acts of ind 
er that her services we rer ssh lena wien’ nurely volun. | Above all, no mano 
nd Ita t when she asked é 0 f b tl of a State ou t 
BNC sg ag ne I ‘ ercised the te 
tionment. 
‘ If such sl be the rule it is easy to see how a party in nino 
me T( | ARVIS ity 1a orlye State could wreak its vengeance on the majority 
: 57s gs = , . refusing t e at the election. In some of the Southern States if 
¥ . is well ki it a pretended order from the leaders t} t 
Chus you see, Mr. Speaker, t 6 Foo Errand, elsewhere could easily be ed by the few not always I ) 
O1 vestigation, €xplod a +n nothing more | leaders of « f the parties to keep nine-tenths of thi es at 
lan a miserable, lying, polit t not that nine home on t f the election, and thus weaken the elect wel 
enths of the stories of southe s which do cam- | of the Stat That such a course would be pursued, eve t has 
migh duty in the Not } ove to be of the not dy been done, n man who has watched the co eo rta 
same character. self-styled statesmen can hesitate amoment to beli l specta 
I I-78 the autho f F< 3E d ran for Cor ore acainst the | cl vi 0 il ther 0 exhibited of States robbed « f ritimate 
resent member from that district, [Mr. SCALEs,] receiving 7,680 | power in the House of Representatives by tl ls of political 
of 18,006 votes cast at the election, which was 3,321 less votes | tricksters, caring nothing for the well-being of e whose fancied 
im the republican candidate received in 1876 and 3,943 less votes | wrongs they deplore and thinking of nothi1 perpe ition of 
the republican candidate received 18-0 for the same office; | their own powel 
ch to put if as mildly and deli itely as I can) has a tendency to I heartily coneu 1 the opinion expressed { gentle irom 
show that the gentleman is not very popular with his own party in | New York, that itever may be the meaning ot t Ser | claus 
it Jocality. Whether his defeat and having run behind his ticket | of the fourteent endment to the ¢ stitution as never de- 
niluenced him in any Manner in writing Fool’s Errand I do not know; signed for but one section of the country. Its whole purpose was 
ut Lam fully convinced that the book has gone a great way toward | attained by the establishment of a subsequent addition to the orga 
perpetuating sectional prejudice and sectional animosity, which had | law, by which no State can abridge the right to the ballot on accou 
begun to die out, and in that respect has done infinite mischief, of “ race or previous condition of servitude.” 17 amend- 
lhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman from Ohio | ment was n for party purposes, and not for t 1 of the 
(Mr. FINLEY] hasexpired. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. ROTHWELL. } 6 seen with regard to the fourteenth amendment that the 
Mr. FINLEY. I desire to inquire of the Cha ow mu¢ time I | Secretary of State, in ofiicia innouncing its ratification by the 
had remaining when I took the floor to-day ? Legislatures of the States, uses some very peculiar language, which 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Only thirty minutes. The of the | may give the future historian a little trouble in comprehending. He 
gentleman’s hour he had yielded when the bill was las ler con- | speaks of the actio f the Legislatures of a number of the States 
sideration to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RYoN.] less than the req te imber—and then an ces the fact that 
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admirable address made 1 
x] in presenting this subject, whiel h seemed to 
sides, this discussion could have ended, 
But it has not been the pleasure of the House to adopt 
t course ; and the debate has taken a political turn, unfortunately 
nk, and the animosity of some gentlemen on the 
:rd the South has found expression in criticisms that require 
tice. On the other side there has been a great deal said about the 
ulation of the South and fraud in elections ; and some gentlemen 
ive so far as to intimate that they are not willing t 
yportionment until there can be an inquiry t 
» South there has been a fair census and free elect 
ate that they wish the apportionment ording to 
d not according to population. The Constitution makes it « 
make an apportionment of Representatives, and it 
apportionment shall be according to population 
W r,afe w words in regard to the census. 


give satisfaction 
and we could have 
1a a vote. 
other side to 


some 





} 
gone »TMAaAKe ANY 
ain whether in 
d others 


ions, an 
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tm made act votes, 

urdauty 
ri} t+hrat 

prescrives tha 
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; . 
Now. sil itil eta id 







ticle 14, known as the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution 
ires tl at 
presentatives shall be apportioned among the several States according tot 
clive numbers, counting the whol iber of persons in each State, ¢ j 


ns not taxed 





There is a further provision which eliminates from the ennmera- 
tion when any male citizens of the United States, being twe one 
rs of age, are denied the right to vote for any cause other than 


n or other crime, ‘the 


Cit 


part Ips ation 1in rebellio 
wl ch the number of 
of male citizens twenty 


proporti »} population 
shall bear to the whole 


any State 





ens 


one years of age” in » thus 





bridging the right to vote. rhe a section of article 1 of the 
Constitution declares : 
The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after ‘first meeting 
f the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent term of ten year 
i manner as they shall by law direct 
Now, these provisions of the Constitution are clear and cannot be 


srtain 


ny ot its 


ly no Southern State 
rht 


misunderstood. Ce has by its con 


or laws denied to ¢ citizens the ri to vote tor anv ca 








except those mentione din the Constitution. The Constitution m 
the apportionment according to population, and not according t 


number of voles cast, Which may be greater or smaller, accordi1 
the election, the popr al: ity of candidates, or the 
nducements which may carry people to the polls. The idea of ap- 
portionment according to the rote is as impracticable and absurd as 
it is unconstitutional. 
But gentlemen challenge the accuracy of 
relates to the States of the South. Some of 
that there can be an incré 
there ought not to be such an increase of population, 
fore conclude that the is wrong and 
This census has been taken in pursuance of a 
the fairness and justice of which no fair mind « 
s at the head of the Census Bureau a gentleman whose 
ntegrity, learning, l, and attainments e1 y fi 
place and give a guarantee of absolute honesty in the administration 
of the office, and no well-informed person will venture to say that 
he is not qualitied for the duties of the office. He has the superin- 
tendence and direction of the work; and while the enumeration ha 
been conducted by a large — sr of persons these h: 
with care and are men of character, no individual 
far as I have heard, has been even suspected of any fraudulent conduct 
n office. That the work is accurate to a man in enumerat 
fifty millions of people no one w to sa 
would not be for mortals: but 


if TO 


the imp¢ 


th ce ot 


rtatr 


the 


them Say it 1s 


census is if 


pos- 
thir 


so iar 
not 
They 
and they there- 
a fraud. 
lited St; 


sible such ase as is shown. 


census raise the ot 


law of the ites, 
There 
character, 


ntly fit him for the 


n ee 


skil 











s been selected 


one ot whom, SO 
Yr over 
} + 
ould venture 
that the 


Vv; such pe riection 


lation has bes 


popu exag 
gerated by false or fraudulent reports is a baseless charge, without 
a single fact to sustain it, and is so reckless that it can onlv be 
accounted for by the blinding power of prejudic 


I assume, then, and the facts warrant the 
man upon reflection must admit, that the enumeration s] 
curately as is attainable, the population of this e 
stitution comes in and declares how the apport 
made. If the South has an increase in populat 
tution gives to her a corresponding increase 
i rduty to obey the Constitution, 
for the good citizen than obedience 
stitution. The census of 1880 shows an 
out the Union that should gratify e 


assumptio1 fair 
as aC- 
ntry, and the Con- 
ionment shall be 
then the 
sentation, an 
higher 
and to the 


as every 


1OW8, 


ion 
dit 
law ” 


Con- 


population through- 


in repre 


; 
8 our du and there i 


to his les 


no* 





a] ‘ } 
ai oath 





increase o1 


gratify every patriot. It has shown a 
gratifying increase in the South, and this, which it ems to me 
should be a source of joy To every rood cit e] Is Oo som { our 
friends asource of anger. The increase prosper 0 ection ¢ 





this great Union of States ought to be a source of ! 
good people in every section of it. I have 
shown by General Walker, that n 
since 1870 is only apparent, and is due to the failure of the census 


é 
ay 
uch of our increase in the Sou 








i i 
takers in 1870 to enumerat 6 fully the population; but there has been 
undoubtedly a large real increase, and I iends 


years ago ourrepublican f1 

predicted this increase. In the d: vys of slavery, when they were in 
a bad humor with us, bec heecndiges en a Co which their 
fathers and our fathers made, we inherited slaves, descended from the 
slaves which our fathers pene iased of their 
lathers acquired in some kind of profitable trade with slave-stealin 


bAU Sad 


SIONAL RECOR D—I LOU SE. 


yy the gentleman from New York [Mr. | kings of 


fathers and which their 

















African tribes, they told us that if ould ema ate 
the slaves we would prospel! and vrTo vealt ink u bers anc 
rejoice at the change We the slav is 7 mancipated fo 
more than fifteen years, : nd we are in e g ‘ - 
well as we car and 1 r thi s they are ang is, and fac 
of the fact and thei own prophecy they deny that we ha 
cre: 1. Oh, how unr nable and unreasoning is preju 

Mr. Ope iker, some gentlemen not seeit inv iv 1 

ne: census, and apparently conceding the ques of 
tack the elections in the South, and much has bee \ 
voting the rhe principal charge now made seen : . 
do t vote ¢ or] ee eet 1 compla Ins, lor sta t : 
the last ele on, the Sta f Louisiana cast only 97,201, and s 5 
six members of tl 5 Sheena Wel |. that was a modest vote for L 5 
ina, then in 1576, when Mr. Tilden received an immense 
of the popular vote of this country, she gave 160,875, and ) 
can friends said she voted too much and their returning boat 
out 16,316 5 es ’ ot easy matte! for us to please } 
whether we vote or refra irom vot Y, Now, sl! ‘ hnout Y 
nto details, I desire to sa that during the period of reconstruction 


when 1 











early every man who by reason of experience and intelligence 

was qualified or tit for office was disfranchised or excluded from offi 

and characterless adventurers, known as ¢ irpet rers d the th 
recently emancipated freedmen had political control of the States, 
there was, as was to ha been expected S e natural conse ice 
of the ignorant or corrupt legislation and administration of the laws 
some disorder and Sssness Well-Meat ra dl ones ais 
posed colored ] an, entirely Or courts and 5 ‘ r 4 
on, Was, aS a magistrate or risiato jut as ix t i s ol 
he unscrupulous carpet-bagger; and this was an unnatural state of 
society which could t last in harmo! with rep iblican for ot 
rovernment, which 1 st have for its f ad @lil ce as wel 

3 virtur 

All e ivi il Cases ot outrage all th sOlhated acts of iw 
lessness which are so1 y litied and exaggerate: an which are pre 
| served, repaired, ¢ LAarere 1, revised, improved, and LUTSt ¢ ‘ \ 
from year to year by our republican friends, and which are p ded 
in every canvass to arouse and keep alive the passi ind prejudices 
of misinformed peopie, ind which constitute the bas oO i ( ot 
their campaign literature and fiction to mis l the honest people of 
the North, were perpetrated der these go ents. which ere 
neither democratic, aristocrat nor monarch but which we en 
tirely novel in the history of state-craft, and may be called ko 
cratic, in which the intelligent, the wise, the experienced, a the 
virtuous were excluded from oftice and the polis and th rad 
ignorant selected to rule. As democratic meat 16 rule of the peo 

| ple, so kakocratic means the rule of the bad. It was a style of gov 
| ernment unknown to any of the earlier writers upon the elementary 

principles of government anc law, for, until the days of reconst1 
tion, it was never dreamed that there would or could be a government 


I 
in which the intelligent and capable we from all 














participation and the bad or the ignorant selected to rul It has 
been the good fortune of the South to have again demo ru 
the rule of the peop! nstead of kakocratie ru l sin the deme 
cratic party came into power there has been t ot lawlessness 
and disorder in the South as in any other section of the Union, and 
there has been as little of fraud and corrupt elections there as 
in the States at North, not excepting th ood yoting States 
of Ohio and Indiana I ¢ in say for my own State of North ¢ ollna 
tha t there has been as much freedom of political action there as i 
be found in any State in this U1 n 

“There has been as much freedom of discussik there, fe 
campaigns we have joint discussions, and fro 16 mounta 
sea the people by hundreds and thousands have been addressed b 
democratic and republic in speakers trom the same stand, and @ cast 
of disturdance or disorder is of rare occurrence I doub 
there is a State n this Union whose elections are so free I 
there is so little « wud and intimidation as there is in N Caro 
lina. So lar as My own knowledge roes, l kn rw ot ) I 
tempts to 1! tine ters in that State except by the ; I ts ol 
Federal oflicers to the amount of 10 per cent. upor r receipts 
with the assurance that a prompt remittance wo ed 
ind the ] 1 of colored voters inclined t 
ticke s of their ov color 

N \ I propose torev brie i 3 
Yn on the other side, and I ca tt t ) 
rem ot aa vt en I M KEI 








tr } ‘ 
0 r \ ‘ id fac wor I s 
ne ¢ i f voting pop 
Ldo ne l ) r the Const ‘ , 
to tr oO election j ‘ i 
ot Let é fact 1 f 
N t, Ohio « 103,04 ca 
3 ul i th i ul ut l 
al 108 239 in ¢ arg rt ( 
he ne . , fry I { 
l 
peop 7 ive f 
great is ( co I W t 
un I M75 V I 
I in i cto vt ) ‘ 
l el I : > 3 
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h kK YORD—H¢ JUS 1. FEBRUARY 17, 


lal] . 
aoliars were mac 





is of the colored voters from the South w hen the contest 


o her voting population would give 








s 


work, and assessments to the amount of hr 
le on Federal office-holders. Was t] 


honest purpose > Who can tell the influe; 


c republican vote in Indiana and Ohio. s 
gentleman from Ohio? How much of it 


e republican managers of the exodus 








lana complained that there were too many wom. 
mug the exodusters. He said they wanted more “ by : 
epit t applied by him to the colored voters. It was 
hods, more than by good roads, that the vote of 0 
is SO la pS « 
ng populatio ut is her whole male population ent 
Oo yin 1870 was. acccordin to the census of that 


‘population increased 19 percent. This ratio of inc; 


er avoting popul itio 


She gave724,967 votes, which was more by 20,071 
maie voting populatior t venty-one years old. | 
tion increased only at the same rate with her ot 
~ cave 20,071 more votes than she was entitled 1 

d to a vote had gone tothe polls. Can any o1 

3 increase in her voting population was not prod 
3t t increased the vote 1 Indiana? for Ohio, too, 
Stat No wonder that some gentlemen should prefer 


nt upon the basis of voters, for there are no people s 











ited to vot as are the people of Ohio and Indiana, es) 
ial yeal So mm ch 1or that, I ] L\ ‘only time to 
diana and Ohio, be¢ e they were selected for 
by the gentleman from Ohio. Ido not doubt ¢ 
populati vas increased | stupendor frauds. 
a I ; ; } } 
peake I e alluded to tl | 
ease i Y colored te 
oul it and could not ha ( 
os l for him nd y he lacked about 
ng LIOT { the por I te of the I hits Stat 
8 re tha e milllo jority of the w t 
dec ) ‘ linence ot rept blican pill e-] ld rs 
ections. In this connection I wish to commend 
ec the following paragraph from the last annual m 
Haye Speaking of | 
: ves I ; 
( T ) oT T t 
+ 4 dos of ] 
‘ and I believe these dangers threaten the 
A 230 8 us int r nature <« 10t be perm nent 
I \ t ri irgement of adr 
‘ ntry poy tion increases t 1 
sounds a note of warning and alarm that ought t 
>, S a 
the country. It loses none of its force by reason of 


most corrupt and corrupti yuses were practiced und 


n of Mr. Hayes. The fact will not be questioned t 


ire publican oftice-holders, from Cabinet officers do 

nd deputy collectors, were, for months, neglecting 
nate duties, engaged with all the power and patronage 
ment in efforts to control the elections and perpetuat 


Add to this the assessments made, amounting to hw 


thousands of dollars, and the abuse becomes truly alarming 


ratic members of this House endeavored last session to co! 


1,so far at least as to prohibit assessments on office-holders 
} 


» other side resorted to parliamentary tactics known as filibus 
to defeat the bill, and we could not pass it. 


Speaker, I desire to allude to a matter that affects 1 : 
The other day when we had a contested-election case up 


tate of North Carolina, the gentleman from New York 


n 
VAN VOORHIS] commenced his speech by saying: 


We know that 








raca top through a nee eve for a republican ele 
t t teen St s of this ion to get and keep his 
e@ ToC ) »say thal 
s the o1 republicar this House from these thirteen Stat 
at when this Congress begar It is now proposed to oust him ft 
thirteen States have seventy-one Representatives in this Ho 
many districts in these States have republican majorities, and t 
a doubt that they elected republicans to this Congress who havi 
n their seats Chev failed to run the gauntlet of the democra 
ing board Upon one pretext or another, they never got so far as tore 


al certificates of their election. 


, Speaker, that itis easier for a camel to pass through the 


heir partisan or political views, or where anything connected wit! 





» than it is for some persons to see the truth or to admit 


1 
hing is brought before them which is at variance with 
h 


the South is atissue. The statement which is contained in that pat 
agraph of the gentleman’s speech might have been met with the fact 





1s abandoned in n 
; truly stated by the d that there 


I would ask the gentlemen who represent the second Ten 





‘Because 


re now on this floor republicans who could answer 16 


nessee district, the fourth Virginia, the sixth Missouri, or the third 
district in my own State. These will afford a sufficient answer to 


He then refers to Joseph B. Martin, and refers to him as 








the 
e of North Carolina.” Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that 





1881. 


hief-justice of the State of North Carolina is one of the best and 









































irest men in this or any other land, and all assertions that he was | power. No detinition can ¢ mvey toa gentle man the Nort) OI 
gaged in anything of such a character as that charged in the speech | rect idea of what is known in the South as aq “, arpet iin rger.”” Some 
the gentleman, Goming from any source, would not receive a mo- gentlemen commit the great mistake of supposing that the term 
nt’s consideration from those who know him, and where the gen- | applied to all people of the North who sé tle 1 the South rhe car 
in got his facts or figures I do not know pet-bagger himself encourages this ion dea. There cam 
Now, in point of fact, 1 understand tl] J.B 1 | greater error. The South has a hearty wel e for all neovle 
or four years at the bar, and ha eld any »| there to pursue honest callings : build up their fortunes b 
S n or out of it, so far as I kno I ertainly ’t the chief- | est industry. She never concerns herself about the polit 0} 
stice of that State. of such settlers. They can express them as freely there as the 2 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. The informati ud reference to this | anywhere else. There are many such people in the South—many ot 
itter I got from the report of the Committee on Elections itself, | them republicans—and whenever they cast their f wit! iT 
hicl 1 states Maer he was a chief-justice of a court people and become interested as citizens in the welfare S 
. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Well, sir, if he \ they meet with kind dl lial treat: t All such ar ’ 
‘a court tl rat is not chief justice of North Caroli ceived fro1 te sect the [hese are not « ‘ 
rune, because there was no such man as Chief-J cers, d I ‘ rt the e any carpet-bag 
I aia an teu has stated in his speec roing Sout! 
Phere is but one officer in the State known by the title of chief rhe race is fast 1 r ext t; but they have been a so 
stice, and he is the chief-justice of the supreme court, and that p evil to the Sout the Nor vhich unfortunately is st 
is now held by a man whose learning, virt ind pu of char- | Evil to the South this, that while they were in power they « 
r entitle him to rank with the best men of . I yuI . | rupted legislation | eir dishonest practices and frauds, and wv 
fr. VAN VOORHIS. If the gentleman wiil examine the 1 f | they were driven from power they hypocritically assumed the chat 
it case he will see the statement made that this man isa | acter Of political m I and beeame the slanderers of the people 
§ teers in North Carolina, and as such I ref d to | |} whom they had robbed; evil to the North that, even to this day 
MAVIS, of North Carolina. ldo. m \ ] ot a re- they have avoice andi luence which thev u € in poiso ng the Linda 
ihe committee may have acted upon or obta their informa- | and hearts of her people toward the South, and thus preventing that 
from: but I do know what I i to rue, that illegation 1 re ign of peac dl wil d j whic 3 so essential to the 
it Mr. Martin was the chief-justice of North Carolina ot true rood of all A vcentlem on this tloor the other day, when my friem 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. The gentleman from North Carolina has not | from Mississippi [Mr. HOOKER] was speaking of these polit uk 
i my speech carefully, or he would not make that assertion. ( irers, asked, with a trinmpha uir, “‘ Were not the carpet-bag 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Car l [ have stated lbstantially the rers Citize I su ed States M I the were 1 fe 
tleman’s language, but I will give it exact lat re they rent to , bee bette é ind tl cdlese 
+r ) lamy + } } ‘ 
no « rence W demo« I Martin aise ag eegerenng agente or ee , 
stice of a Nor ( ‘ I ‘ ent friend ¢ ( stant Let me illustrate by giving a short history OL one among the be 
3 his cor ) sets pi ‘ rv ed t fora | of them tl [ever knew. He lived in my district and was for sev 
le ‘ eral ye rs register ban] » good deal of money 
) ke etaming tals iraud. ot Valier | many @ poor ma my Stat his money was easily 
In at ding ct I it therepu cannotrely | " } . “ear . . 
vood faith of a N ( na ¢ 7 { what made, and he 8 liberal, kind-hearted, and od nature He 
hat State, w democratic, t can be relied says himself that he spent $12,000 in 1878 to aid in cart r the 
‘ . State for Grant. He ee best of his class, for he was n 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS I hone the ger ema rom Nol 1 Care L : , ’ , : . ; ~s , . ; : 
. ‘ hypocrite, and he did t pretend to be polit ically honest, ] Lact, 
submit to a correction as to stateme r tact. I ever as- | 0 1, 47 ht t} } ] i | f t] 
’ some peopie Lnought that he never erpiexet imseit wt questions 
serted that this gentleman was the chief-justice of North Carolina; I poopie WoUg_Atr & ee oe te — 
, ae - : | about honesty of any kind Hle was twice elected to Congress, and 
tated that he was the chief-justice of a North Caro i< and so : ; ‘er a , 
; aa ae represented, or rather misrepresented, the district which I am proud 
ferred to him in my speech. to vem ty inferior + ; this Unio r tl rit 
Ta oo ’ , . } } » repre 1s ( niterior to none 10 tas ion i ( surit' 
r. DAVIS, of North Carolir As I have stated, I will give the | ~ |! halen ee ; poe 
1 4) ae ; nd virtu orth of its people, but which has within its border 
anguage o1 the gentieman, sot t there can be no mistake about } } 1 “ z } aA 
A : ; : ;, | t large n of colored people, whos mple and contiding na 
He makes the assertion as many as three times, at least, in his : . 
| | ' } . : 1 ires were easily imposed upon by the artful carpet-bagger, and they 
1) »atate maf the i ynmitt Y in ft Tr ‘ t 57= . 
eecl He states that the tne committee are 1 favor ot 7 4 ‘ ' 1 ; 
21 ' 4 elected him twice to Congress. do them the justice to say that I 
sustaining this fraud of Chie lartin and aiding him in con- | ) . ay ; 21 1.3 ; .% hal] 
: 4 , . 11 4},..¢ | think many of them would not have voted for him if they had know1 
I at ing it. The gentle w York knew very well that | } ’ 4} ' . ' ’ 
t © ail “ 6 aan , | better, but they were then recently emancipated and enfranchised, 
making a statement o acing e ch re ot such | : ‘ . 4 ; 
regia, beady Ff 1 ; es. aa ve" | and the Union League — absolute cont 1 over them and the car 
vrong upon a high officer of the State t it would have more * . ‘ ; : 
} : : . " +} f } ] ‘ ere } pet-baggers con rolled th en sATues. He came to ¢ ongress, and 
eight 1n certain quarters than lf the allegation was made that he | ¢ } 4 1 a j } 
ee as Meas / , o serve his party he « thi share in abusing the South, though 
as Simply the presiding magistrate or chairman of a county court, } = } : . } 
Mr. RUSSELI Pinethy 4 , ne ’ r ; I believe there was no malict S Sareea > had no regard for the 
Mr. oesnmil, ( orth arolina. \ il The ent Man alow he } 
: “ , , ; Pe ’ , “| truth. During his s aad m he sold a  cadetship, as he himeelf 
' Gaeeen 1id, as a matt vor toa fi l Hf i vestigated. (ie 
are . Sf tees natter of ta r toa lend. 6 was investigated. ren 
] DAVIS, of North ¢ } sit ae ti ' ' aps | 
Seiad ats mipte : . 1 LOGAN, then a member of this House, now a Senator, was chan 
Mr. RUSSELL, of North i. I think from the statement of } . , ‘ i 
4 ; : ~¢e . man of the committee, and they were about to report in favor of his 
he gentleman from New York himself that he referred to Mr. Mar- oO ; ; : aia 
: “er : | expulsion ; to avoid this he resigned. His reasons for resigning were 
in as the chief-justice of a court in North Caroli | stated we eandidlv t amen i hte a he fonnd in 4 
r*)) at , |} State ver sANCICALY TO THe COI littee and can ve Tound I 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Will the gen nd enough cece eas "a A0bh ” 
4 . . : . > S j the Congressional Globe, vol e 76, leov-"70 page LOL7. l iy i 
0 indicate of what court he was chief-justice | extract f it. H 
raan + , 1 . , + . ‘ ac rom It. rie SAYS: 
Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. I take it that he was the pre- . ' ‘ ; 
ling instica , 3 war ean eourt af Rertie Cannty ; was not aware t I was violating any of the privileges or rules of the Loue* 
Mr " § Justice of the inte arolina. 1 renee Be : a County. --" As soon as I was : that I had done wror I endeavored to make ar nh @ 
Ir. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I wish to ask the gentleman if he farasl could. I returned the money immediately ; and I have tendered 1 » 
pe Psp which would entitle him to the appellation given to | nation tothe governor of my State, belli g it is a duty of a member of * 
lim by the ge ntl leman from New York, “ chief-justice of the State of | %! - i ul Pp has disgr , pe d | 
: same thing before and will do ita i . could show that ‘ 
North’ Carolina,” or whether he has any civil jurisdiction ohateves, £12,000 to ¢ . ~ ete testy nt 3 . . 3 . 
. > . . 8 e 6 — » control the presiden bi ¢ 
r whether there is any officer in that State known as chief-justice | js in the hands of the governor of my S I suppo pea | ‘ 
except the chief-justice of the supreme court? | of it for I think it is the duty of a mer Cor te at 
' TOQT « : . ao . es he Hacrars 
Mr. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. It is nevertheless a court, and | be bas disgraced. 
ie is the presiding justice of it. And John T. Dewees, once my Representativ ! ( ( 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. Is he know: s cmet-justice of carpet-bagge * Lever knew, has not been in my district 
hy court in the State of North Carolina ? Iknow. Of course, he was a citizen of the United States and a re 
ir. RUSSELL, of North Carolina. He is the presiding justice of publican martyr to the principles of his party, and vas a great 
' . . , +] ' Vv) t 
he court, and the term chief-justice is frequently used by lawyers | democratic outrage that he did not retut >the State When is 
. _ Fe aon S , : hiol wie 
in speaking of such an officer. He may well be called a chief-justice seinaiehaial that this man was sent fre aistri hich has give 
y anybody, whether a lawyer or not, because it does not take a law- | to the council of the Union the services of such men as Haywoo 
~¢ : 7 > ‘ } nal > ne ‘'rndup 
yer to find that out. Mangum, Badger, Graham, Saunde1 enable, Branch, Cruduy 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. To say that he was chief-justice | Arrington, and Rogers, and to the serv! i the State such men as 
£ 4h ’ . y . . ‘ : , . > ‘ ‘ " . . , ' , > Son ® an! VW > 
i the State of North Carolina, as the gentleman from New York | Cameron, Ruffin, Iredell, Nash, Gilliam, Bat Swain, Manly, Moore 
nows, and as I have stated, carries weight all over the land. Mr. | Waddell, Busbee, Miller, and others, who have lived within my mem 
4 . . ° ’ . . > ‘ + a .Y i. . ane? 
Martin was probably what is called in North Carolina chairman of a | ory and who have given Inster to the Cabinet, the Senate e bench, 
ounty or inferior court. Whatever may have been his indiscretion, | the executive, the halls of legislation, and the forum, 3 not to be 
l | } nla havwa lt Laanly the } niliation 
{am assured that he is a gentleman of . igh character and integrity. | wondered that our people should have felt keenly the humiliation 
‘ 


Now, Mr. Speaker, let me advert for a few moments to the history 
t the past. As I have alrez uly stated, most of the alleged wrongs 
r which the South is constantly arraigned on this floor, and w hich 
seem to grow with years, had their origin while the South was under 
vhat has been called “carpet-bag rule,” and, though grossly exag- 
rated, such as they were, tl resulted from the inefficient and 
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often corrupt legislat and administration of the ae] laws — 


ion 






































} 


lves of the earliest 


emse 


oppor- 


and that they should have availed 


tunity to rid themselves of a party that could put such an indignity 
upon them. 

I esteem it a great or to have been chosen to represent the de- 
mocracy of such a district, and while conscious that I have been un 


to do much in their interest that I would gladly have done, I am 
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tif ” I have nine ' od | Sion, Only once receding from a higher to alower number. I sy} 
i that I] ‘ d ‘ this connection the following table, j strative of the en 
heir best interests at the best interest € the count | of the subiect this recard , 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS Will the gentlen to! t 7 3 
, : aaa vals : ; ‘ey referred j j < 
Afr ‘ f 
I DAVIS, of North Car l ; A 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. This is t used tt N 
ur ia justi S 
T ‘ 
That was m z a 
DAVIS, | State - = i : 
ful 
Al ‘ ‘ { ie M S 
hJ.M epublic House 
ere ‘ { f . WOKE ¢ - - 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 1 . - 
M AVIS f Nor ( i ‘ A : = a - : 
\ M1 MGEN As m i¢ esset M : 
1 my ig elected by repu ul 
M LI Ask 1 gentleman from Ma ind, { Mr. URN 
VAN VOORHIS hose States do not belong in the tl ‘ . 
DAVIS, of North Carolina \ cannot find thirteen § 
{ hic the state s tru I prisec | . : 
ir 1. B. Ma | D 
e¢ hould | rsis li 
; tice of N [ Her immer f I ask leave | Tin 
I 
I I I L 
‘ ited to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, ¢ ( 3 retal Mas i l i 
ho informed the Hous¢ t Pre | ) ‘ d signe stinmen ae 
the following tit M i 
Ay H. R. No 1 5 Mart aa + 
\ H. R. No { ranting Martha N I 
A e | N 4 9 } “ ae eeeces t 
5 J 
A l R N ‘ y . 1 I ‘ Waste 2. ‘ { { 
H.R. N 1§22 i D Hi - 1 
4 H. R. N FOO) ¢ uz ng a pens » KR I P. Tay Pe al i 
\ H.R. N I=) grant ip to Jacob Ginder Rhode Isla 
H.R. ) ; 1 mM WW v < . South Carc 
lexa 184 
A R. N } é I o. Ve 1 
‘ 1 . y I i 
\l ) ) PRESI rivi Wes \ 
} ROTHWELL. 1} eaker, the duty 8 
ppor Representat ; t 
the | l t sai ithat non ; - : és ’ 
t al I enya the i 
| preroga ‘ i hich we 6 ’ take her to 1 i se? ed yportionme 
h UO 6 ut rs ti OSiTive and I LELN wer ‘I rst apportionment was made in advance of any census 
\ I otates Congress direc as We as an assumed estimate of population and by the terms of the ¢ 
I e1ative |} é the electoral colle ind the cho Ol | tution itself. This statement fully sustains the truth of the 1 
I l ‘ t rot supreme imp ince tot vhich I have alleged; and itis probable that even now we shall aga 
Sta t i c a ambit ' is tO ® | change both the ratio and the number of Representatives. Inde 
‘ ! l S © Gone th the utmost fa this is contemplated in the bill reported from the Committee on t 
At s c ‘ ) ‘ bred tO accomplis Census, fixing the number of Representatives at 311 on a ratio of 
i es re every pr pre to 158,745 of population. The same feature is also embraced 
dice, preference A pre \ rom the bind offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] fixing 
wo UE pal ‘ , umber at 301, on a ratio of 1 to 164,018, as likewise in the ame! 
principles « t ment submitted by him fixing the number at 307, on a ratio of 
Aint ig! I ® | 160,813 inhabitants. The substitute of the gentleman from Illi 
und the t ‘ \ i ! to | [Mr. SHERWIN] fixing the number at 319,o0n a ratio of 1 to 154,71 
wou ime ( L did find, | of population, is also distinguished by the same characterist 
‘ ‘ on Ww ( ne es features Of | will be observed, moreover, that every one of these propositions 
. hod of ¢ ‘ ppointed, t I | dicates an increase in the number of Representatives. ‘These b« 
be disapp ! to it fect conhas ( tters of discretion, there is room for honest difference of opinio! 
{ ht necessary ever epi ev ria aside from any political consideration, it is not strange it shou 
cedure, 4 ty deciared 1 exist. Indeed, it would be passing strange if upon first impress 
two hundred and ninety-three men should, upon this or any oth 
s ‘ debatable proposition, entert exactly the same opinion; an 
l ‘ l la It é with singular unanimity, all have adopted the principle of increas 
amt esenta ( rr he ml {| representation. This much, then, being determined upon, it ren 
Stat dpi what d en « to establish with exactness the number deemed most suitable, eit! 
sidered a probable « ss of representa i ¢ the minimt as to convenience of the House or the safety of the public interests 
‘ Jinhabitants. Bey: \ efined bou When once the number is fixed, the ratio follows as a matter of cours 
aries there is no limit whatever, either as to ratio or the number. | growing with mathematical certainty out of the relation of the num 
Phese are minor ers intrusted to the wis cret of the ¢ ber of Representatives to the whole population of the States used as 
gress, to be regulate: core to the wis ( it ind a basis. The ratio thus ascertained, when applied to the States s 
sonvenience and poss ties of bus Asa rof f arately, should yield the quota of each State. 
history, both the number and ratio have been often changed. Ind This, sir, would seem to be at first flush but a simple and easy mat 
ui every decennial apportionment since the adoption of the ¢ leulation. But here in reality the difficulty begins, and a! 
tution the ratio has been nged, except ina sing nstai l ly purely ith« tical problem assumes a political aspe: 
the number of Representat shas been changed on every s ss difficult of adjust and which we are bound in justi 
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tfully to consider. But Isubmit, sir, that this t and ought we 8 Individual S I ~ ( Y e 
done without drawing us into the « rerous rtex of con- | of Representatives . : 
+e sectional debate It is evident upon the slightest reflection | Now, Mr. Speake [ t . ; . 
ratio arising from any announced number of Representatives ul exact justice ' 
pile i to the census of ¢ ich St 6 separate will yt ield } 1} ssibil ty, It is no ne one . 
regate the original number of esentatives agreed on, b at every apportion 5 
7 1, resulting remainder, which we call a fraction, as to every | first crept in to sp t! 
3 On the first calculation the s1 ot he State fractions | of ivoidal Injus : | 
unre sented, and the deficit thus ecuri he whole abl \ itever be t 
rof Re prest ntatives must be made p by assignil rthe mis y state and t 
r among the several States on a different principle. This spirit of a fair com} of « 
ving an additional member to a certain number of States, one tlicting e! | { 
: having the largest fractions until the deficit is made up. The political comp é 
3; of the remaining States both in the aggregate and in detail | States and sect 
) represt tion in Congress. So far as the even number of | that is, time at last ) 
3 arising on the first calculation is concerned the problem is | there is a change of 
mathemati Itisin dealing with State fractions that polit the last apportionment ‘ 
psiderations force themselves upon the attention. For every | may lose ten years hence: 
sate with an unrepresented fraction loses a portion of its political Thus at last, by the practice of a ti ! sophical and po 
in the Congress and the electoral college. Every » whose | conservat , we rea the reat Ameri 1 ide v the eventual but 
on is represented receives an undue advantage in that it obtains | certain average of the advantages and disadvantages of governm 
tional member or elector on a less ratio. And itso happens | This is the very pert if that patience ) nducive to g 
t these fractions not only thus « vuse inequality representation der, the result of centuries of schooling All that 1y can be justly 
tween the States themselves, but they so group themselves to- | called on to endure is an average of evil: all that he has a right to 
eras likewise in some instances to give a sectional cast to the | demand is an average « benetits This is 11s 
em by falling ! r South, East or West, and thus impairing | spirit our differences now should be adjust e 
i al power. For the study of the inquisitive | bill of the committee I am not irrevocably re 
; to illustrate this feature of the apportionment, I offer the | 311. I support it because it is the judgmer h 
stable, drawing a comparison inthisregard be tween the North | committee, because it creases the numb L> 
South, not that I think this disposition should be encouraged, but | and will to that extent add to the power rt 
t seems to possess a peculiar interest to some, and will there- | it because it is just to the State of Misso l 
e strongly impress them with this characteristic of the appor- | crease of r population of 447,609 in the last decade and w 
ent. The same feature no doubt would be developed in a com to her an addit il Representative. But, sir, when I remember tha 
son of the East with the West, or an aggregate of democratic forty apportionments must yet be made before our Gove1 ent uv] 
tes with an aggregate ol republican States, which [ have not had | have attained to th happy age ol the Roman consulate unde pagan 
tience to make with exactness. It is suflicient to state that in | auspices; when I retlect that English power and liberty, not yet at 
e instances the advantage falls one way and again in another. | taining their z th, have been slowh aggregating from triumph to 
e following table will make clear His ¢ U8 Tact 1 cedent to precede ni t ough « l 3 
f l \ erp Ti d years, and that scares y one hundred years ag 
Abe Si shoot ‘ 0) 17 ; | lent ny When I turn to the fut ire, bright witl 
ut i the assured hopes of this Christian Republic, bass Lupon the force of 
law that recognizes the universal brotherhood of man, and hear het 
Nor ¢ ) 3 . distat tootst s echo « n the corridors of tir she ma Les 
. = | with th ole! tread of the } ri¢ these ea est but fut co 
? : ‘ : C | tests over the gain o1 oss of member here o1 re dwindle to 
: ae 5 i 3 . nsignificance, and i ms to me we db to compose oul 
’ = 7 me | Be di erences and complete this apport ment in a single hour 
S| 2) ¢ : = © ‘ |} For myself, regarding the matter politically, I shall be satistied 
; i a | 2 = lan umber that ? ority of this House may deem reasonable and 
a bed a dl _ a ~ - - ~ “4 é _ | app } te } ( perfection 1s it atta ible 
| But, s I ‘ to state that whatever numbe1 iV b 
. i : l oe ] am ndividually in favor of the largest House that w 
y 143 ; ‘ comport with the environment of the present Hall and the economi 
; . : { | possibi ties of busines Chere may be pecuniary reasons affecting 
12 { ) the questions t woul duce some to regard favorably a limited 
12 ‘ ‘ Ac ! ‘ Pawn serdar a but ! my iden { a Vel iconsiderable as 
I ll * ! l well as false econo; na « lily ‘ rh fora mo ert y nat 
10 10 { { ; 11 1 ‘ Vv « Lehi \ i al ‘ rid ava 
10 } i 3; 110 { the higher advantages of a more nun 3; representation: ad \ 
10 111 14 6 | tages both moral and political in character. Besides I do not bel ) 
, Lit 2 that anything ya ed, eithe l 1 e,d vatch of business, faithf 
; 1 , | attention to dut honest consideration of the public interests b 
7 3 { 113 1 ; having a reduced unber of Represe itatives l ive CLOS ly obser ( 
7 14 the eftect of ; the present House, and I here state that of ! 
, ‘ : : scen of disorder } hl] et a tness, the de} I 
: : 5 { 1 : . | portant measure tt iste of time and considerate actio Lhe 
| 5 ; VL . f instances have not oceurred when all the members ha 
l 2 { ° i i if ’iinti places, té ti ce rary when absenteeism has ré 
c ‘ -* ll . ‘ + 6 1) Xx t of from venty-live to o1 hundred and fifty vac wnt 
il Tis 19 | ‘ 1 10 nall numbers are not propitious. There seems to be bor 
12; 4] 8 4 195 " ’| sion a levity of spirit and irritability of temper that a1 { 
12) 4) 38|.. ” | 119 7 10 | with the speedy prosecution of public business, a per fee] 
eh an - +4 , - responsibility to constituency or thoughtful attent to t ite 
14 54 \ mm} 119 2 | honors of the hour when national history is being made. And almost 
15 iS \iect 3 199 119 ) 7 | universally a period has been put to such scenes by a return of a tu 
1 3 ~ 119 6 | House. Shall I not credit the logic of facts and follow where reasor 
‘2 . >| 419 : .| leads? Besides, Mr. Speaker, the legislative history of o UY 
1 1 ;| will sustain the proposition which I have laid down, and even itselt 
19 i ‘ 1 i 10 1} suggestsit. Westarted out underthe Constitution, in 17°), with sixty 
zs ~ ; ! » | five members and about three million five hundred thousand people 
sia I’rom then till now we have stead and gradually progressed 
shown by the census, until we have arrived at a population exceeding 
tlence the political vice of these fractious, which is still further | fifty millions, and a representation of two hundred and ninety-three 
ugmented by the fact that with each change of the number of Rep- | members. It has always been recognized by the Congress, and dé 
resentatives and « ynsequent varying ratio experiment shows, as in | manded by the country, that the representation of the people on this 
this table, a change in the State fractions and their sectional or polit- | floor should at each decennial period be made to correspond in som: 
il groupings. Thus the vice of the fraction reverts back upon the | reasonable measure to the increase of population. And in this respect 
uumber of Representatives and immediately affects it also with a | we are yet below the standard deemed prudent for the popular assem 
political importance. Therefore, one number, aside from ideas purely | bly of any European state. We are much below the comparative 
{ business, is a favorite with one section or party and a different | standard of the earlier Congresses. A ratio of 1 to 30,000, the constitu 
humber with another section or party. And so groups of States, as ! tional minimum and that first adopted, would, on s present basis of 
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yD thie té or are TENE t 1 sH ise 
f « f be extr ‘ ites it was 
f the framers of Cons that the lower House 
~ ten i ) lé¢ ilar assem! 9 
ire i the pe { I " Z me slight d vTeo 
Assemb] the Ri I mn, or the ime is «le 
I British H of ¢ ons. Doubtles ure 
I ] } < t lia the a ty to 
‘ ily Ta f j ’ f ae 
’ roa at ly >< ) ] née 
, pvI l I 
‘ the TH 
‘ eC I ? nu nd « ‘ of 
ers, t ratio t 
‘ A 
i 
: J 
i 
{ 
; 
i 
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{ 
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! 
i 
{ i { 
i ) 
i4 
’ ng facts. I use for 
‘ Show el ee ‘ \ ST aller 
es rhe tirst twenty Congresses 
l SESS s, embrac gy an aggregate ot 
‘ ‘ f > days to each Congress Phe vel 
of me ( l eriod was 142 ul the average 
wa : | e &E a twent Congresses 
» TSGO the ‘ tor five sessions,embracing an 
6,698 days, ar naverage of 3394- days to each Cor 
verage be ‘ ers during this period w 277+, 
ige of population wv 1S “459. Thus it isshown that 
rty irs OT constitution rovernment an average nu 
esentatives of 142 repr ting an average number of 
i YUS,049 were session during each Congress an 
in ol “») dava, while d ring the second rorty years an 
ol 77 members re presenting an average nun ber of 
session during each Congress an average number 
ihat is,an average excess of 135 members with an 
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one-third of a day, 


inhabitants on] 
It lorty-nine 
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days. This gives an average of 

to each additional mem- 

four days tor eac added millior sf 
ion with hese stor : g 
rislative business ot a yr) ’ 
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does in some measure correspond tothe number of populat 
the conclusion is strong in favor of enlarged ; 
t 


extent of territor 


But looking back on 


resentation. the pictur 





} Or 1 
States with scarcely x IUUUUU OF people and the Ir circumsec 


boundaries and demands, and then upon this of thirtv-eioht &: 














with 50,000,000 population 1 out from ocean to ocean and 
lakes to gulf, with all their diversified intere ts, local aml 
contending aspirations, public business, and private affairs, a 
membering that into the latter period which we are compari: 
forced the struggling destinies and vast concerns of the I 
drama of ivil war that ever sorrowed the vision of a V lar 

y overwhelming. 

American ( gress do add eftficiens » bus 
yr charge, th first instance, by right and 
ppropriation 1 sures ( mpelled to ado ans 

ther Hoi ( ( ily vent 81 senators i 
mbers 

ive been brought before this Congress about « 

t resolutions, showing the amount of bns 
the House of Representatives in recent year 

t later Congresses th increased representat 

ral and uniform on in this respect to { 

Congresses wit! r numbers, I wi 
eature of ti 8) content 1 f "i 
» live to see t 1en this Hail, enlare: 
ndred Representative 
time comes I expect to see smaller districts ; 
fined constituencies represented by men knovy to all the 
citizens in deep, earnest, personal neighborhood sympathy witl 
un, and representing here not any class-interest noi 
vain and visionary dreams of their ov the opinions and n 
sities, t creat heart and soul of th hood of mankind, 





s found in the common breast, from the millionaire in his pa 


© tramp on the road, 






the average faithful Americ eve tl ak 
sentative should be so well e the opportunity s 
» know the people of his di very vot he gives 
House shall be given under an impulse borrowed from ho 
moved by the hearts and wishes of ] ple. But this is sear 


possible under the present sys ts are too larg 


the population too numerous. the State of Miss 
are two hundred miles in leng more territor, 
istrict whi 


as three times the population of Nevada, w 





ao two States ol 





e honor to re present l 





one Representative and two Senators. It cast in the congress 
election of 1x78 only Lol hundred and thirty-four less Votes tl 
aggregate votes of Delaware and Rhode Island, that have three R 
resentatives and four Senators. This cannot be judicious. 

] reneral and growing apprehens 


Mr. Speaker, there is a ver} 
t] 


unong the people of this country that their material interest 
liberties are not free from danger in view of the vast accumulat 

dividual and corporate wealth and power. The shadow of a ¢ 
fear darkens the land. It may be but the result of undue anx 





It may be something more. On every side we hear of unions, 
Great corporations, wit 
satiate ambition, unrestrained by personal sympathy with the pe 
are entering into leagues whose aims are measured only by the bre 
of the continent and the calculated sufferances of this country. It 
d this unseen hand enriches the political pool, that they tal 
mysterious interest in State Legislatures and the election of Senat 


binations, and centralization of « apital. 


r 
5 
1 





Se 





and Representatives. It is even hinted that their baleful intlu 
haunts the corridors of this Capitol. Sir, if ever the final « 
should come between the liberties and rights of the people of t 
country on one side, and centralized corporate wealth on the oth 
were well for the people in that hour that they were defended 01 
floor by a numerous representation affected by the warmest s 
pathies and the most intimate confidence. There is moral as well 
physical safety in numbers. Large bodies are less easily corrupted 
But, sir ; I turn from these features of this bill to the practical | 
tion, are we prepared to make a constitutional apportionment 
and shall we make it 
ence of opinion. Gentlemen on the other side of the House i! 
discussion have taken the position that we cannot either practica 
or constitutionally make the apportionment now. They have stat 


] 
their reasons, and that I may do them no injustice I prefer that th 


shall be again stated in theirown language. The gentleman f! 
twan f ite BHanr? wm 
Michigan {| Mr. HORR |} Says: 
lam aware that under the strict letter of the Constitution the census 
the proper one. 
. * * * * 
Now, I am not ing to say whether the recent census was a fair ont 


0 
the returns that cannot be explained upon what was sup} 


s events of the past ten years in some of the States. | 


Chere are many of 


to be reliable history of t 


‘ 
! 

what I do maintain is, that no man can reconcile the census returns with the 

cast on any basis of fair dealing. It seems to be beyond the power of cont! 

tion that there was gross cheating either in the census or in the voting. The 


ask does it not follow that tol apportionment both of these eler 


ave a fair 


should be taken into account 





The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] made the follow1 
statement: 
ight to pass an apportionment bill this sess! 


u Lif I did not say t 


Lado not believe we <« 


Mr. Speake 
atall. I said on the stump (and I would be an arrant cowar 





On this point as on the others there is diffe 


15 





thing here i n the presence of the representat ives Of 50,000,000 people) that I 





























+ satistied the last census is correct lake for example the State of South 
na; 1 select itonly by way of illustration. The population of South Carolina 
urned by this census is 995,622. In 1870 it was 705,606, making an increase in 
d numbers of 290,000. 
1 sav now no State can afford to ask an apport founded on any census 
: s not satisfactory tothe great body of the t! c erState The 
fford it rhis is one reason why I ‘ f ipportionme! 
t this session of Congress 
* 
ass from that. Another reason is, that I am not Lv reference 
as p esentation under the fourteenth an ‘ I en t law was 
i by which the census was taken it ought to} »vided some means 1 
we could have ascertained the facts as pro. 1 fc eenth ame 
his it omitted todo. It is nothing moré in rig 1] been 
e gentleman from New York [Mr. CROWLEY] said 
yself, Mr. Speaker, I am in favor of having one of the committees of t! 
or a select committee if you please, raised for that rpo which sl 
gate the whole question of disqualification, either ed ynal or propert 
t} States of the Union w vhere constitutional prol ibitions against the right 
a ire alleged to exi and I would have this commit look into this 
lt stio nand report toc ongress what qual fications ord 1alifications ex 
|| sections of the country to deprive citizens of the right to vote; and then 


we have a full report of the disqualifications, either educational or 
or whether by violence and oppression men are denied the right of suffrage 
| of the facts before us, it will then be within the power of Congress to go 




















< and consider an apportionment bill which can be based upon justice 

ind the Constitution, based upon tl ers of tl coul 1 on 

nbers. 

four weeks of this session of Congress ar 4 tainly witl that 

e qualifications or disqualifications existing in ten States of this Union, or 

ud, violence, 2nd intimidation alleged to exist in othe innot b 
perly investigated and considered, nor cat have all the f: 1 prope 
ape before the House as to permit an apy} ment | ) ter 





upor numbers. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, these extracts from speeches of gentlemen on 
other side fairly present to this House and the country the essen- 
il points of difference. On this side of the House it is believed that 
have the necessary data and should make the apportionment now. 
in the other side this is controverted and it is sought to postpone 
apportionment. The objections : 
he correctness of the enumeration. The second impesches its con- 


tutionality. On either or both grounds it is held to be fatally de 


we 





etwo. The first lies against 








tive. Let us carefully weigh these objections. They are raised 
nder section 2 of article 14 of the an s. That se on is as 

ow 

pl ves shall be apportioned among the several States according to their 
pective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each Stat 
Excluding Indians not taxed. But— 
When the right to vote at any election for the choi of electors for President 


| Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the execu 
and judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is 
nied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age 
| citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, exce pt for participation 
nrebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in 
e proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole 
r of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State 





his section of the fourteenth article must be taken in connec- 
n with the second section of article 1 of the original Constitut 

f which is in this language: 

1 he actual enumeration shall be made wi 
{ e Congress of the United St 
in such manner as they shi 





These s¢ ctions together, and not separatel) 
10n ial law of tl ic case. In this light we wil 
aad and i. their order. Is the tenth 
seek to make vty caelgage a it cor! Is ite acibatienel 5 ? The 
rst is a question of f fact; the second, of construction, involvin 
eas sequel the duty of Congress. As to the first, what is th 
equired? It is ite’ ‘basis of apportionment. What is the basis of 
apportionment? It is primarily the whole number of the population 
t all the States, excluding Indians not taxed. This basis is liable to 
be affected by the number of persons disfranchised for unconstitu 
ional cause. This latter idea, however, we will for the present elim- 
inate from the argument, to be again considered in connection with 
le question of constitutionalit vs 56m mains, then, to test the cor- 
rectness of the census. This involves two elements—the perfection 
f the law and the faithful ess of its e xecution. Is the law under 
which the tenth census was taken wisely adapted to accomplish the 
nd with accuracy? This law is embraced in the act passed by the 

y-fifth Congress, approved March 3, 1879, and in the act amend- 

tory thereof passed at the present Congress, approved April 20, 1880. 

These provisions of law are the result of mature consideration of 
the most experienced minds, adopted with a knowledge and in the 
light of history from the institutions of Solon and the first Roman 
census by Servius Tullius through the later experiments of western 
Europe and the illustration of the nine preceding censuges of our own 
country. The framers of the law thus had the benefit not only of their 
own experienced judgment, but of the wisdom and mistakes of all the 
past. We might, therefore, expect and we shall accordingly find _ 
wisest and best law ever devised for the purpose, in this country : 
least. In the first place, a general superinte sndent is provided for, 
having the direction and control of the whole work. ‘This insures 
every ‘advantage e supposed to lie in individuality of purpose, unity of 
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action, and great personal responsibility. Under the reneral super 
intendentis a corps of supervisors, | mited to one hundred and fifty 
directing the work in reasonably small districts, being subdivisions 
of the States. These are responsible to the s perin eine nt l le 
16 supervisors and appointed by them is the army of enu . 
doing the actual work of numbering the peop! These are res 
sible directly to the superintendent, and subject to removal for} e! 
hese, then, are licers. All discharge their duty u 
CTheenumeration is to be made in one month from the Ist a 
1880, thus providing against the frauds or mistakes of dela 
The enumeration districts are circumscribed in territory and limited 
in population to 4,000; and the enumerator, being ; resid 
district, t) advantage of intimate and personal acquaintans S 
secured. ‘The enumerator is compelled to vi sit every! 1ousehold in his 
district, and in the event of f silo » to find the ) people at home, to as 
( tain the 1 ts 1 1 their neighbors or other reliable sources he 
ve, name, sex, a L col ot ever itaeeien maine 
The facts are to be preserved bape sing” ores O 
pieti n of the first « I ra ) of these lists is to be filed 
with certain named officers in 1 h of the enume: 
ator for public inspectio1 Ch he name, age, sex 
and colo On sutiicient notice given to the ] by advertisement 





the enumerator is for five days, at certain specified and conveni 





places, required to be present to review his work on suggestion and 
»and correct his lists. After the completion and verification 
is work in t be certitied to 


, the office of the 
superintendent. This is the system. Mr. Speaker, could any devise 
ment of law to 





accurate, and 





searching? Itisthe very perfection of intelligent ingenuity. Nothing 
more could be desired; but at last, not less depends on faithful exe 
cution of law than on law itself. 
For forms of government 
W hat’s best administered is 
What guarantee of faithful and honest execut have we very 
ruarantesr The method of selecting the oflicers and the officers them 


selves as well as the checks of the law and the means of swift detee 
tion of carelessness or fraud. The name of General Walker is itself 
a guarantee of a prudent and honest supervision of the entire work 
and verification of its results. Had we no other security for its cor 
rectness we should confidently repose in his integrity and abilit bor 
I undertake to say of him, which, however, is useless in view of his 
standing with this House, and his well-earned nationalreputati 
he is no political friend of mine,) that no man stands higher or faire 


| character or special fitness for the technical duties of h 








oftice, or is more unimpeachable before this country as a man 


tegrity, unbiased judgment, business qualifications, and statistical 
learning than General Walker. So much for the chief. What of the 
subordinates? Theintermediate grade of officers are the one hundred 
and fifty supervisors. For them I say, also, both from deduction and 
the record, that the country and Congress has every reason for the 
completest confidence in their honest and efticient discharge of dut, 
know that tl ey were in the main suggested by General Walker, 
and ascrupulous regard for his own name and reputation as well as th 
intere sts of the country forces us to credit theirselection with an honest 
and intelligent discrimination as to character and fitness In the 
— nee of this duty his ear was always open to prudent ady 
ment by the members of this House. But the Chief Executive mad 
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theactual appointments. Neitherin this matter can we consider hin 
inattentive to duty or the public interest. The appointment of super 
visors is to be contirmed by the Senate 

It is to be presumed, therefore, that the President in sending dow 
the names took into consideration not only his own reputation a 


th coined weal but also the political opposition of the Ser 
through the crucible of whose careful inspection, if not also par 





criticism, every name must pass. Thus the original list of super rs 
was made out and apy pointe 1. The Senate considered them caret 
upon personal knowledge and upon information. Most were ¢ 


Samed withoutebiection. Some wererejected. Others wereappointec 
} 


in their stead, till the Senate and the Executive concurred ihus 














every precaution was thrown around the selection of the supervisors 
nd while the larger h alf were republicans, as was to be expected, stil 
many were democrats. No complaint of record appears against their 
honesty, and even a partisan press has scareely criticised their effi 
ciency. Butthe basal and m« st numerous grad: i I it S ¢ im 
of strength are the enumerators. They are appointed by the super 
visors. Reasoning from the character of the appointing power, we 
expect in them fitness, industry, clerical qualification, intelligen 
and honesty, in reference to which qualities they are required to be 
appointed wit) it regard to political at liation. In the abs 
of proof to the contrary, we ec lusively presume they were 80 
selected and appointed. Thus fr the central power to the circum- 


ference of final action the machinery is as perfect as human ingenuity) 
can make. The law is wise, the officers etficient. What of the exe 
cution? Briefly.1I state the work was done by the oflicers named, 
each in his sphere, in the time and in the manner required. In one 
month the whole population of the United States was photographed 
into the tenth census with guarantees of accuracy ot torm and per 
fection of lineament never before devised. Thisisnotall. This census 
was taken under the corrective influence of partisan criticism and in 


ars mens amr 
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‘ ( either | @ pia this Hall to cast SI 
‘ ( grave caestinies of the nat i 3 r,is 
iking é é r- | of law and the stern logic of facts alone sway the ec vers 
‘ f But, Mr. Sp u tting foray ient that the cens 
Mi ‘ Mr. Horr ) mpen t in dispropor correct, do the ntlemen on the other side propose a cor Stange 
twe i ' ilat r t i the ind pract l!remedy? In my judgment they dor The rz 
( rw the é j Ind M ( ] i 1s »T ( ut T lact erify the censu } 
‘ ! tura ‘ i t cel LS7 ! tees of t Hi ent < Lor .] sis no 
i é i ] 1 { sta I { tutional methe J tl census ca Le one insta 
t 1,then as nov rat Now, Mr. $ iker, I | t ction of cor ttees ity be cha rhere is no 
» champion of § ( She is not specially « to | to this process if the first step be per d this is] 
further tl ! witht other colo! ro tated to be the object of sending out the committees. ihe 
‘ er the cor of the Revolut I ti ould bet e should have ana tionment based o1 
l slwa ‘ 6 the sSumtel |, to se the t 1 « btained through « ymmittees of Congress. Now, these « 
Moultrie of 177 tot fre the conspicuous names of } 3- | te would act under authority and process fixed by resolution of 
ent M S t f 1 ast l I House without the int action or consent of the Senate or Pres 
ae Massachusett ’ nt. I But the Constitution prescribes that the census shall be tak 
Ame ‘ ( s ve ested rig State su manner they (the Congress) shall by law direct. N 
r { ded | d gl But I cla the | la 3 the production of the co re ction of Senate and Hon, 
rem f t 1 ce bel gy in its truthfuln i lie ‘ with the active or pas ve approval cf the Executive. The pro g 
, stat . th; ri ' ‘ I method is by resolution: the constitutional method is by law ] 
. ( olina w made _% Superintend f cannot be corres On the ell-] n principle of interpreta 
' they might be of ele f eand pra expressio unius, exclusio alterius, the Constitution must preva 
ral W er heard the objections Le sé out spe gent 1 | no census is valid unless wholly taken under law, and no apport 
dete es to stigate the t Chey did so effectually, | ment based on a census oth en, either in whole or i 
e their report to Sy ‘rintendent, 1 W h he ha nt wo ild have an constitu ional fo » or eifect whatever. This 
House and the country a special manifesto, on which the ge most self-evident. The direction is imperative, and there is noes 
from Ohio [Mr. FINLEY] has just now so al commented, | from it. The enumeration must be made wholly under and 
t e result rhe original lists are verified in every essential. | suance of law; but the proposed method is entirely visionary 
e homes of South Carolina and the mortuary record of her grave- | impracticable both as to time and efficiency. The gentleman 
rds show that the first enumeration was honestly and fairly made. | New York [Mr. CRowLEy] proposes to send committees throug 
st official recor South Carolin ; the only State whose | least ten States and as many others as the circumstances might 
\ erilicat is bet placed ce mpilet bev« el cate 
ib nd even s spiciol He frankly admits it cannot be done at this Congress. T it 
I remember also that objection was 1 y the citizens of Saint | then, if postponed to the ensuing Congress, could not come up 
Louis that G ¢ eration of that city not satisfactory. Gen- | consideration before December, 1881, in the absence of an extras 
eral Walker accordingly ordered a second enumeration by a new set | sion. The committees then would not enter upon the investigat 
f officers lt ldit il lists are on fil his office wing aj in all probability, before the vacation of 1882. If they did t 
{ rease. So s he ready in any other case to verify t vork | work faithfully, they might verify to some extent the enumerat 
reasonable representation of probable error. Then was t time | in a few States—certainly not ten—in the course of a year ort 
I ybject raised het Why was it not done if deemed for, Mr. Speaker, when once you enter upon this task few can gues 
( ) ] too late W e selected oO witness« |} magnitude. You could not stop with South Carolina, which seems t 
Nt em out to gather the facts ; their test 8 t be an objective poi When your committees have wandered va 
closed ; judgment 1 t follow. Fron the guarantees sur | through the rice ields of that State, they would then have to tr 
ding t tenth « s Isay it ought to be correct. Speaking | over the sugar plantations of iana and the cotton fields of M 
record, which is con ve, I say rrect. I here « the | sissippi. They could not pause here. 1iey would be compel 
mm ot llouse t] ©} the Superinter to the | investigate the workshops and factories of Rhode Island anc s 
ile Secretary of t Interio: scompleted work, and which | chusetts and the great t nu a 
en tral d to this House If »ws in detail the popula- | mines of Pennsylva 
( Vy ot ad the ut 1931 y This is all yes ihey 
' ‘ ( tvs ob 11S Opposet W he called to Lou nd to the lists 
rhe their places and or il that | city, and to co ud cities tha 
ertitic re variance with the actual facts, on what | think it possible to ‘‘ wine and dine” your committees into a 
{fsdo they b their impeachment? In justi tion of their fancied g | Ljealousies, and 
‘ ‘ x the ty o e subject, | sanship would spread the work. You would have to send to ¢ 
tto be give I | not answer, Mr. Sp er, | a committee to verify | ; for I hay and have 1 
1 ’ eak ol 1 that v é ! nite | the papers ot the r h an ¢ 
inate the weather, : ’ meaning not r, | 100,000 population. hs ar hat her enumerators list 
es in the ( \ressibli¢ ea iT compile. l [ i employés of all the t ardless « 
s ) 1 I o1 place of residenc I have h that they followed the M 
ps say. \\ We 1 t is | | Kansas and Texas Railroad across the State of Missouri, thro 
I Indi Territory 3 far s ‘ Dennison, Texas, listing 
el f mob ployés and section | and homeless persons 
| re] road. Ihave heard said that the hotel registers whose pag 
t filled up by the thousands of visitors to the Chicago convent 
‘ It w ta heard 
‘ ick und tal 
1 c ii es e « hunt 
‘ ‘ ( i he { 
) ( sume ral 
( ‘ ( 11eVe | 
304 peoj 
t l 0 in the City by the Father her 350,522 peo} 
( ‘ ‘ ‘ ed | only wish she was greater ; is one of the 
enume ( ict ist as I would ‘fame against s 
: the { 38 or frau ( I yy interposing the con of the tenth 
rked l class of « 3in] the State of South or other State 
nest names and t sturbed consciousness of | the unjust imputation of fraud on the census by her superviso! 
\ ‘ ( ell, i é s the « e of e Su] ! ‘ nerators. But more than all, I would save this House and « 
they cannot defend themselves here, and I insist, : try the inevitable disaster of the delay that will bring us intot 
1 - ] > SI of Mis that the enum hadow of another presidential election with the census incomp! 
lol ny S my district shall not | juriously character ud the electoral college in dispute, or from the uncertainty of an a] 
ed in any such w If anything is wrong, “ let facts be submitted | portionment based upon an unconstitutional enumeration made 
oa candid world,” « their absence, let the enumeration stand. | committees and poisoned with a just suspicion of partisanship, wh 
Suspicion ought ne settle so grave ahistorical fact. Sir, report | must tincture the work of any committee under this system. © 
ry be valid logic to determine the councils of the “ cross-roads,”’ | when you refuse to receive as final the results of the census, you opt 
nd the voice of rumor may be potential at an evening tea-party to | a fl gate you will never be able to shut down ; you are taking the 
blast an innocent reputation or slaughter some absent tim, but | first step upon a pathway that has no guide-board to point the nex 
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6 wit no ley 














ace of stopping; you are arilting ou po awith 1 Know! 
rt of future entry; you are invoking the fell spirit of a confusion 
vhich the Orient never dreamed in that day when it so soon for- 
+ its own to learn so many toreign languag: s. Whocan predict 
' might be the event? I donot want to see that state of th ngs 
vant to be instrumental in a work that may} rodas ane L 
or even cast a shadow across ’ growing pear e and harmo: 
osperity of the Union to-day. 
idherence to the Constitution, Mr. Speaker. there is 
nd safety. It requires the census to be taken unde n 
suance of “law.” Every census has been heretofore taken by law. 
it cannot be taken by resolution through committees, either general 
special, for that purpose. 
Now, sir, it only remains to consider the objection that the present 





nsus returns cannot be the basis of a constitutional apportionment 
ecause no account is taken of the question of disfranchisement. 

On this point, Mr. Speaker, Iam relieved from any extended dis- 
ussion by the able and learned arguments made to this House by 
he gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. RoBrnson.] This House 
ndthe country are indebted to him for that exhaustive argument. 
is,in my judgment, a complete and unanswerable refutation of the 
jection. The disfranchisement mentioned in the second section of 
the fourteenth article heretofore cited, in order to affect the primary 
asis of apportionment, which in the first instance is the whole “ num- 
ver” of population of the States, must be by State action, as declared 
n the first section of the said article: 

No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 
mmunities of citizens of the United States. 


3 


Ss 


Now, sir, consider this section with the second section which de- 


lares that “if the right of the persons named therein to vote is 


denied or abridged for any other than the cause therein specified 
then the basis of representation therein (the State) shall be reduced,” 
&e. The basis of representation shall be reduced. On what account? 
Denial of the right to vote or its abridgment. Denial or abridgment 
how and by whom? Not by a mob without authority. Not by per- 
intimidation. Not by individual “violence and oppression ” 
without the connivance of the State. Not by the electioneering ef- 
forts of some unscrupulous partisan to overreach and intimidate a 
simple-minded voter. Not by anxious and unjust interference with 
ndividual freedom of action as has been charged against some of the 
orporations of Pennsylvania and some of the New England States, 
may be unjustly. Not by any of these or kindred efiorts such as 
vhat in common parlance is termed “bulldozing.” Howthen? By 
State. Inwhat manner by the State? By making and enforcing 
The disfranchisement must be authorized by the State by 
The law must be then enforced. How enforced? By oflicers 

f the State of course. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, who is to determine whether there be such law 
1 the statute-book of any State, or its relation to individual right? 
Certainly if by any census officer, then by the enumerator, who chron- 
les the fact, for the law has to be applied to every person disfran- 
hised. Butif by the superintendent or supervisors the case is scarcely 
ultered. Can it be that the determination of a question of such vast 
mportance, involving an interpretation of the Constitution, has been 
30 loosely lodged in such hands? Sir, I trust the liberties of the 
eople of this country and the validity of the electoral college is not 











iW. 


held or maintained by an authority so uncertain, to say the least of it. 
It cannot be. It is absurd. 

No, Mr. Speaker, this question of disfranchisement which is to be 
settled by interpretation of State law in reference to the United 





States Constitution must be passed on either by the courts or C 

I think first by the courts. This is reasonable. It is 
more analogous to the other provisions of the Constitution. If by 
the courts, then the Congress did well to ignore the question in the 


a lor no such law of any State has been so 


rress 
gl 


most 


_ = 





tter of the census. 
























ssed on by the courts of the United States or adjudged unconst 
But if the question is to be settled by Congress it be ce 
tainly by this House, as the gentleman from New York 1 geested, 
rough committees. It must at least be done prudent! lt must 
edone by legislative adjudication, by a law of Cc sclaring 
State law unconstitutional. For the census mu n this as 
r matters taken in pursuance of “1: And, sir, this is the v 
tofore entertained by Congres debates of the Forty-tirst 
ress, in anticipation of the census of 1870, clearly show th 
ess must act by law. But Congress refused so to act in 1869, 
e census of 1670 was taken, as this has been, on the basis of 
bers only. The R lso show that before the passage 
he law of March 3, ( der which the pres census is taken, 
gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox, ]in an able speech, called the 
ention ot the House tothe matter urged ; on on t y 





I Congress. 


Again Cong 








Mr. Speaker, it cannot be supposed for a m h he Cx res 

fused to doitsduty. It refused to act for the reasons stated by 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Roprnson, ] and for which it still 

tuses to act, because the Congress is not satistied that a1 state is 
80 unmindful of the liberties of its citizens as to deny or abridge their 
ight to vote for unconstitutional J n-action Congress 
1as determined there are no such State laws, and if w« »wa 


of Missouri. 


ééed 
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t the ¢ l el rT ly he cant] . . } 

tit the period mentioned by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr 

CALKINS, ] the passage of such a law by Congress before $s census 

can be completed and this apportionment made, then we must wait 

till Congress < h ] *S 1ts judgment he premises Wi 

: ; . . } . + . 

do this! \ r. Speake! this is the end of argumen Ihe SI 

officers possess no authority to declare on this question of disfra 

chiseme! The courts have not done so, and we cannot reg ‘ 

‘ } ‘ } nfinay ' 

t Ilr action. They are beyond the intluence of ¢ ongress ( ress 

; a g ; 








has not act nd will not act in the matter because a majority of the 


House and Senate believe (for I cannot think they would negle 

grave a duty) that no State in this Union has “ made or enforced 
any law by which the privileges or immunities of the United State 
have been abridged.’ ‘he census is, therefore, constitutional as well 


as correct, and the apportionment can and ought to be made 1 : 
And now, Mr. Speaker, allow me to say that I am sorry that ther 
has been dragged into a simple business matter like this any feelir 
born of the years that lie between 1861 and 1865. That is a period 
through which we passed with varying fortunes and to which y ‘e may 
all look back with historical interest and profit. But let us keep: 
hearts this side of 1865. What have the events of that day to do witl 
the } x of t) nsus of tl 


ionest takin the ce I he people of this country or | 


the number of Representatives and the ratio of representation Sir, 
the land needs rest, not only from war, but the war of words; time 
for hearts to heal as well as wounds; for kind thoughts to spring 


between the States as well as flowers to grow over their battle-fields. 


Friendship at last is stronger that 


1 force, and soft accents persuade 





where threats have failed. Hatred makesa poor argument, and a I 
never was convinced. But reason supplemented with good-will is as 


irresistible as sunshine on t 
To me, sir, the pine 
from a common soi 


l. 
ing through differer 


he landscape. 
and palm are but trees drawing sustenance 
The Hudson and Potomac are only rivers flow 


t scenes from one continent to one sea l wear 


no northern shield or southern cross. My talisman is the unbroken 
field of national blue where all the State stars shine—individuality 


of spheres but a unity of sky. My native State lies intermediate 





between extremes, where nature teaches tolerance in the rich and 
boundless West, on whose bosom, heaving with the dreams of em 
pire, the tides of immigration alike from North and South as well as 
Europe meet and mingle in undistinguishing philanthropy and com 
mercial friendship. There all provincialisms disappear, and local 
prejudices are lost in the structure of a new society. We take no 


of North or South but 
] 


histor c Jealousies, soon To cease, 


interest in the 


¢ } onl 
to the g Vest ¢ 





to regret them. What creat an be a name more or lesg 
in Congress or the electoral college for a few years, when from all the 
world is pouring into her heart the blood of empire ? 

Mr. Speaker, let me say, in conclusion, with the kindest fee'ings 
for every State, a pride in and love of those States, that so far as my 
State is concerned the day of bitterness is over, and the deep waves 


of passion that swept over us in t storm have retlowed to 
their former path, and never more will roll over the peaceful 
F. we could afford be 


We were peculiarly situated. 


he hour of 
bosom 
neither 


We were not s p trated 


Ss not to enemies there 


can we here. 








as States, but aly ded as fam lies. Ours 1 s acivil and not sectional 
war. 

Missot st ie I ) Army more than on indred thou- 
und me ho served thin the borders and beyond the limits of 
the State Many of them sealed their devotion to their country by 
the sacrifice of life, which is the highest test of love. They were 
brave, true-hearted men; their blood has reddened the soil from the 
borde! » the eastern mountains: from Wilson’s Creek and Il 
Ridge to Anti ad Ge b} rg And wherever the flag of the 
Union shal 1 sea or | ynd ng will tell the lk 
of their far » of them are honored members of this Ho 
One, Governor Phelj umid the plaudits of his fellow-citizens 
just quitted it responsibilities of the governorship « ( 
State, which he borne with eminent dignity and envial 
cess for { Another, Governor Crittenden, recent! 
ber of t Ilo 5 t been inducted into the hon 
high office, with | it promise to the State and distingu a 
to himself. Ma ovnet fi he highest 

oli ¥ Q 

Mis ) » tl det . ' - 
excellent ) variou estin d f é 
one l uusand—men as brave evel { ( p 
( camp or 1 SERNE ot 3 he Lp ot asa et 

i hero 1 hatever may 1 by ior tha iortunate 
contl »ever trod battle-t t or other lands 
soldi Ose ve f a losing « ‘ ‘ Oo ( ( ed 
duty has lent even to¢ i} ra tin«s a l tha Ishi 

1 mournful | 1 the lig led fro L ( 
(merican history 

Some of 1 ¢ ( oO serving ( on in this H snd 
two al Ss ite of the | Sta Their councils are as 
prudent as their swords wer oht No word has escaped from 
them, nor hat might hav ‘ to recultivate the tield of 
trif r ¢ 1in the he ( ls of war. You cannot write 
the] ‘ me of these es tho writing the history of the 
othe eir courage ial, their devotion equal, though honors 

iy I ( s ed ‘ 
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wid To?! t i 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Ge i I ( ul 
. NI ENCI I ] 1} BI I 
4 
M PRY] A ( rep I ( Oe 4 D t |] 
H . Ch Hal mer i I t Na id i |e y . ers Soali t i 
( ( ft Hall t ( B L home, to i for the ben 
‘ t to ha | t] confer ! es jane Se ee oe ae 
ro g d is still livis 
Mr. MCMAHON ( . eof t I 4 date ner’s « 
Mr. FRY] Phe « ( 1 iid o to in ¢ ‘ 1 at th ) sam 
dk é irs 0 t 
ss rhe SPEAKER In this amendment the Com 
I SPEAKER } i i the ] . ropriations reco , n-conc T 
-s Pt ‘ , S , The amendmen rt « irred 
j \ HUBBELL! Tl : i f ! ime —an a 
I I > 5 »Tl titie ott bill 
I J J The Cler ea si 
{ 
i | 1 | Lime me 
. a ret Mr. HUBBELI concurring 
: ne ‘oneur! ws r, and that t 
YES mo to recouside 
\ ) ae 
il message, V tl ( i va ne! was rete! it INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILI 
Committ . Appropria : mad orderea tT © printer Mr. CONGER I desire to enter a motion to reconsider the vote 
LLED BILL SIGNE] which the House adopted the report of the conference committee o1 
Mr. KENNA, f t Committee on Enrolled Bills, reporte i the Indian appropriation b 
hey had examined d found truly ent , bill of the House of Phe SPEAKER pro tem; Phe otion to reconsider was ma 
ollov ine tithe whe the Sneaker « a gar 1 laid on the table. 
A bill (H. R. No. 2331) granting pens to the widow and } ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
ldren of Micha Met in, deceas Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia Mr. ype aker, I believe I am entit 


» the floor. 
; ; i hile a tt Mr. HUNTON. I ask the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. HAMMONI 
s : sae ere to yield to me, that I may make a motion for a recess. 








- ; Pe Mr. HAMMOND, of Ge orgia, I will yield for that purpose. L unde 
WES WAL ¢ PAPE stand that an order has been made for an evening session. 

M DEUSTER asked and obtained unanimous « sent for tl] Mr. HUNTON. I move that the House take a recess until half pas 
withdrawal f1 t Hous f the papers in t ise of even o’clock this evening 
Ai» % ] vit ulverse repo! Mr. SIMONTON Pending that motion, I move that the Honus 

SION » ‘ 

M ' TY , ss ; ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

a mach on ae _ = Mr. WARD, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
as sa S ; ’ s wit 3 ‘| the committee had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the 
, 7 ‘ 7 ¢ ‘ following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 
Th: SPEAK] ; ; . , \ bill S. No. 1070) granting a pension to Jacob H. Eppler; a1 

The Clet id as follows \ S. No. 12 rranting a pension to Ann M. Paulding 

The C soak ' We, OF ABSENCE. 
paki Dy the } nt of and othe pensior ae’? By unanimous « of absence was granted as follows: 
Tnited States f ending J lX#2, together ¥ 1 the ament ts of To Mr. Kitcurp av next, on account of sickness in 
gvhe Senate theret ered tl beg leave to report as fe i ; 

l res f c / © hil V; ; 
3 s; they reco , ste membered 1 { lo Mr. Oscar TURNER, for the session of to-night; and 

Mr. HUBBELI] I ha _ ve adopts lo M JOHNSTON, fo -nicht’s session, on account of lameness 

[he SPEAKER ,; fhe amendments will be rv ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


B 
the Chair 1 put th st I n « Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I have consented, at the request ‘ 





The Clerk read as f the gentleman from V [Mr. Ht NTON, | to yield for a motiont 
. : ike a recess, with tl tanding that when the apportionme! 
0 bill shall be tak 1 I shall be entitled to the floor, Am! 
1+ 
‘ riot 


The SPEAKER (por t ent 1 tte The SPEAKER pro tenpore. Certainly. 
recommend non-concurrencs Mr. WHITTHORNE. Iask unanimous consent to take up Senat 


] , "ft + nent _— 1.271 Dh “> 


‘ , was not co vill No. 56 It is a bill granting a pension—— 


rhe Clerk read as follows Mr. SIMONTON. I move that the House do now adjour! 
Amendment } The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o’clock an 
On page 1, att 22, insert the foll ten minutes p. m.) the House adjourned 
I Chat a tee of $1, and no more, shall be paid to the examining surg - 
for each examination of a pensioner as provided by law, except when the exar 


ation is made by a board of surgeons which case the fees now allowed by la PETITIONS, ETC. a 
shall be paid.” The following petitions and other papers were laid on the Clerks 
The SPEAKER pro temp In this amendment the Commi t desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz: : 
Appropriations recommend concurrence. By Mr. AIKEN: The petition of citizens of South Carolina, for tht 

amendment was concurred in passage of an income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means 
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it 
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